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4 BAINBRIDGE: LITHOPEDION.

Lithokelyphos, according to Kiichenmeister, originates in
such way that the ovum as a whole, meaning the unruptured
membranes and the fetus, is discharged into the abdominal
cavity. This results in peritonitis, the products of which
(masses of exudate) serve to strengthen the fetal membranes
from without. The local organization of the exudate leads to
the formation of strands and adhesions with neighboring organs,
while the exudates that have been deposited on the fetal mem-
branes themselves gradually undergo fatty degeneration; after
this is completed, calcification follows, forming a stony capsule

F16. 1.—Step in operation.

around the fetus, after the fluid which surrounds it has become
absorbed. The fetus itself is involved in the calcification only
at those points where adhesion between the fetus and its mem-
branes has occurred during fetal life. As a rule the fetus is
probably cast out dead in its membranes into the abdominal
cavity. Sometimes this may happen in the course of dimin-
ishing viability, at a time when the locally adherent fetal mem-
branes are still connected with the pseudouterus, the fetus
promptly dying under the absorption of the waters.

Lithopedion originates in such way that, after the waters
have escaped through a large tear, at the rupture of the fetal
envelope, perhaps also of its pseudouterine sheath, the mem-
















BAINEBRIDGE: LITHOPEDION, 9

causes, in a given case, such as extent and impnrtaﬁﬂe of the
adhesions, and especially circulatory relations.
The outcome of lithopedion formation may be suppuration,

Fic. 6.—Radiograph of lithopedion.

although this is less apt to occur than in other extra-uterine
pregnancies. There is a possibility of infection from adher-
ent intestines. Infectious diseases are very apt to induce
suppuration of all tumors, including lithopedion. Pressure-






















































