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"REGISTRATION OF OPTICIANS.
By Freeraxp Fercus.

TrE proposed legislation for the registration of opticians,
if adopted, may make a considerable alteration in certain
departments of ophthalmic practice as carried on to-day.
It is to be hoped that Parliament, in the interests of the
publie, will strenuously set itself against any attempt to
allow a person to practice an important branch of the
medical craft on what may be called a bogus qualification.
There is only one way in which a man can acquire sufficient
knowledge to practice ophthalmology for the best advant-
age of the public, and that is by years of patient study;
no one is competent for ophthalmic work who has not had
a very extensive training in the profession of medicine
generally. One indirect public advantage which registra-
tion would give is that it would prevent spectacle vendors
who are wholly incompetent from advertising themselves
as being fit craftsmen. Just the other day I came upon a
patient who was wearing a spherical +4 D. glass and who
had a myopia of 10 dioptres, yet these very glasses had been
prescribed by an optician who has not even got any of the
quasi diplomas, but who, notwithstanding, advertises him-
self extensively as an ophthalmic optician with a special
knowledge of eye testing.

If a Bill passed by Parliament could put an end to this
sort of thing it would not be without some benefit, but we
question very much if any such legislation will be put on
the statute book. However desirable it may be to prevent
ignorant and incompetent persons from prescribing for so
delicate an organ as the eye, still, on the other hand,
the legislature is not likely to pass an Act which will
prevent any man from selling a pair of spectacles.


















