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substitute some other term, such as typical vision or
standard vision. That, to some extent, would meet the
case, and I hope that this influential Society will give
its tmprimatur to some such alteration. But another
suggestion seems to me to be, if somewhat impracticable,
at least important. An attempt might be made to
determine the lowest visual acuteness with which a man
can follow any particular calling. An ophthalmic surgeon
may at present be asked, ‘“ Do you think that with vision
of only one quarter of the normal a man is capable of
carrying on his work as a carpenter?”’ His answer at
present must be a matter of his own individual opinion,
perhaps backed by careful observation of actual cases.
A surgeon may have data of his own to guide him, but
so far as I know there has been no general effort made
at collecting and tabulating results for the different
trades and callings involved in the Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act.

Is it too much to hope that this Society, which is
regarded as authoritative in ophthalmic matters for the
United Kingdom, will appoint a committee to consider
the whole matter, so that a large number of accurate
observations may be available for the guidance of those
who are anxious to have correct information on such
points ¥ Results obtained in this way would be of great
economic value, and by collecting the necessary statistics
this Society would add another to the many services
which it has already rendered to ophthalmic science. In
fact, a permanent committee on the relations of ophthal-
mology to the wvarious trades and occupations of men
might, from the standpoints of the political economist and
of the statistician, be of great use to the commumnity, The
work to be done is so great that no one man is able to
undertake it, and there should be a joint agreement as to
the best method of obtaining data and of tabulating
results. Take but one example,

There is a general consensus of opinion that a colour-
blind person is incapable of undertaking the duties of












