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to Paris to continue his studies which were to fit him for the
position of surgeon in the army. Arriving in Paris without
friends or letiers of introduction he devoied himself especially
to the clinic of the eelebrated surgeon Desault, to whose atten-
tion he was brought seom after his arrival, through cireum-
stances happily related by Buisson.” “ It was an established
custom in the school of Desault that certain chosen pupils
should undertake to collect in turn the public lesson and pre-
pare an extract. This extract was read after the lesson of
the following day; and these exercises, presided over by the
associate surgeon, had the double advantage of bringing a see-
ond time before the pupils the useful preceptz which they
should absorb, and of making up for the sufficiently common

inattention of the masses during the first lesson, One day
when Desault had spoken for a long time on a fracture of the
clavicle, and had demonstrated the utility of his bandage, ap-
plying it at the same time to a patient, the pupil whose duty
it was to collect these details happened to be absent. Bichat
offered to take hig place, The reading of his extract caused
a real sensation. The purity of his siyle, the precizsion and
clearness of his ideas, the serupulous exactness of his résnmé
were characteristic rather of the professor than the pupil.
He was heard with extraordinary attention and left showered
with praise and repeated applanse.” When informed of the
incident by his aszociate Manoury, Desanli straightway songht
the acquaintance of this promising dizciple, in whom he zoon

recognized a man of genins. The master not only opened

1Bulsson: De Ia diviglon ln plus naturelle des phénomines physiolo-
glgques considérée chez 'homme, avee un précis historigue snr M, F. X,
Bichat, &44 pp., 82, Paris, Brogson, an. x (1802), p. 326,
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his house to the pupil, but practically adopied him as a son,
and thronghout the remaining years of his life Bichat was
associated with all the work of his teacher, This was the
turning point in his life. IMis association with Desaulg
opened to him the opportunity for a scientific carcer to which
his whole energy was afterwards devoted.

In 1795 Desanlt died. Though a great sorrow to Bichat,
the death of his master and benefactor in no way interrupted
his eareer.  He continued to live with Desault’s widow who
thenceforth regarded him as a son.  From the death of-
Dezanlt, Bichat gave himself up to a career of unremitting
activity such as has rarely been equaled. In the very year
of Desanlt’s death he published his journal with an historical
notice of his life and letters, and later edited his surgieal
works., But hiz main energies were devoted to the study
of amatomy. The kunowledge of anatomy he found in a
condition which may justly be ealled chaotic. As one biog-
rapher has said,' “The general anatomy of man was um-
known.” Much that was tanght consisted of a mass of hypo-
thetieal or dogmatie statementz which had been handed down
from master to pupil for ages.  Tn the words of Hussen,” © Tp
to that time bristling with scholastie minutim, anatomy re-
pelled too often by its dryness the young who were destined to
ihe study of the healing art. We cannot even to-day ™ [the
vear of Bichat’s death] © reeall without a sensation of pain all
those multiple divisionz, those fatiguing descriptions, that
conventional and often incomprehensible langnage which con-
slituted then the science of anatomy. Bichat was the first to
leave the common path; he presented anatomy in & new point
of view ; studied the general organization of man in the simple
tissues of which he is composed, divided the living economy
into various systems, and by aceuwmulating facts, by bringing
observation o bear on experience, he hroadened the limits of
seienee and built for himself 2 monuwment which brings him
Iasting renown.”  Bichat's great work consisled in the in-
troduction into anaiomy ond physiology of methods of asen-
rate, systematic oheervation and experiment, methods similar
io those which distinguished {he later clinical schools of
Laennee, Louis, and the physiological studies of Clande Ber-
nard.  “Anatomy.” zaid he one day to his eolleagues, * ig not
az they teach it to we, and physiology iz a science to he made
over agnin.”*  Richat devoted himself literally day and night
to his studies, and unmoved by the stirring and distracting
incidents of thiz furbulent period, lived among his cadavers,
writing the protocols of his observations and experiments in
the small hours of the night. He soon gathered about him
enthugiastie pupilz and friends to whom in 1797 he gzave his
first course in anatomy. “From this moment.” saye TLe-
vacher,” “ one must measure his success by hig productions,
and his vears by hiz suceosaps

{Knox: Lancet, Lond., 1854, §i, 30%.

*Notice historigue sor 1a vie et lea travanx de Marie-Fr.-Xav.-Bichat,
in Traité des mombranes &e. par X, Bichat. Nouvelle édition augmen-
tée d'une notice &e. par M. Husgon., Par., 82, Ann. x|, 1802,

® Pariset: Discours i Vinangoration de 1a statne de Blohat & Bourg.
Gaz. méd. de Par., 1543, 28, xi, Ann. xiv, 566
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of the animal economy has been a science of facts and experi-
ence.,” Nature was indeed his text-book, and on one
oceasion he is reported to have said, “If I have made such
rapid headway, it is becanse I have read little.” ™

The relations of pathelogical anatomy to elinical medicine

have rarely been better expressed than in the following words:
“ We are, it seems to me, at a point where pathological anatomy
must take a new flight. It iz not alone the science of those
changes which primarily or secondarily develop gradually in
the course of chronie disease; it includes the examination of
every alteration to whieh our parts are subject at whatsoever
period of the disease. . . . How petty are the reasonings of a
multitude of physicians great in the eye of the public, when
investigated not by the light of their own writings, but in the
cadaver! Medicine has been for a long time excluded from
the exact scisneces: it will have a right to be associated with
them at least as regards the diagnosis of discase when one shall
have combined everywhere with rigorous elinical observation
the examination of the alterations suffered by our organs. .
Of what value is clinical observation if one is ignorant of the
seat of the evil? You might take notes at the bedside of the sick
for twenty years from morning to night on aifections of the
heart, of the lung, of the abdominal viscera, &c., and there will
be but confusion in the symptoms, which resting upon no cer-
tain base, will of mecessity bring before you an incoherent se-
quence of phenomena, Open a few cadavers and that obseur-
ity which clinical observation alone could never have dissipated
will vanish in a moment from before your eyes.” "

Realizing early the traditional, blind, therapeutic empiri-
cism which then prevailed, Bichat became deeply interested in
the physiological action of drugs and made many careful,
systematic pharmacological experiments on animals.  His
power for work was little short of marvelous. He began a
treatise upon descripiive and pathological anatomy, working
all day and writing much of the night, but with such extraor-
dinary rapidity, accuracy and clearness, that his pages are said
to have gone unread and unecorrected from his pen fo the
printer.  Young, attractive and spirited, the few moments
which he snatched for the more ardent pleasures of life, came
not From hiz hours of work, but from those which should have
been devoted 1o rest and recuperation—and the end was the
old familiar ome.  One day an attack of hwmoptysis, the mo-
ments of discouragement soon forgotten, the old manner of life
rencwed, several repetitions of the accident, frequent © gastrie
disturbances,” and finally, after a hot July day spent among
decomposing bodies in an atmosphere so foul that it had driven
all his associates from the laboratory, an attack of syncope, a
fall, followed shortly by an “ ataxie fever ¥ which proved falal
on the 14th day, the 22nd of July, 1802, He died in the arms
of his master’s widow, to whom he had beenn for seven years a
devoted son.

©The Practitioner, Lond., 1806, Ivi, 280,
i Bichat: Anatomie générale, &o. Nouvelle édit., Faris, 1812, Brosson
et Gabon, 1. 1, p. xevlil &
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% He was,” says Larrey,” © but thirty years old, but he was
already the greatest physiologist of his century, as he must

_have been the greatest physician had he but lived twenty years

more.”

Bichat seems to have possessed, in addition to his genius, a
character in many ways remarkable. With all his powers and
his restless energy, he was a modest, affectionate and singularly
lovable man, incapable of jealousy or resentment and devoted
to his friends.  “ If,” says Pariset,” “ we may believe Fénelon,
few men have the strength to support the talents which they =
have received from heaven. I venture to assert that Bichat
belonged to this small number of favored men.™ Roux," a
companion and student, who for several years held most inti-
mate relations with Bichat, speaks feelingly of hiz remarkable
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and genuine modesty. But now and then some slight act
would Teveal io his more intimate associates the consciousness
of his own strength, and once, in o téte-a-téte with Roux he
said, apropos of his own career: “ J'irai loin, je crois.”

He died without leaving the wherewithal to provide for his
funeral, but he was piously cared for by his friends, while all
the professors of the faculty and 600 students followed his re-
mains to the grave,

His death cansed profound emotion throughout the medical
profession. Corvisart wrofe to Napoleon, then first consul:®

2 Larrey : Discours prononeé & Iinasuguration de la slatue de Bichat,
80 Paris, 1549 ; slao Goz. méd. de Par., 1843, xiv, 2 8., xi, G658,

12 Loe. cit. ¥

HiGae, mid. de Par., 1545, 28, xill, 703,

% Larrey: Insugursilon de la statue de Blelat le 16 juillet, 1857, & 1o
Fueulté de Médecine de Paris, Discours de Larrey sn nom de la Société
médicale d'émnlation.
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