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FATTY DEGENERATION OF THE PLACENTA. 9

On examining the feetus, all parts were found apparently
normal, except a contused state of its head and face, and a
large effusion of blood between the scalp and the cranium ;
so that it might be inferred that the child died from some
cause of pressure on the brain, and the deseribed changesin
the placenta were only the product of decomposition con-
sequent on its death. Agaiu;st this view, however, many
version of stagnant h]uﬂd into fat. Virchow and Reinhardt
have only seen the formation of fatty corpuscles within the
colourless blood-corpuscles. The changes which occur in
the terminations of the blood-vessels, or other metamorphosis
after death, authorise no such view. The author, too,
(Professor Kilian) after macerating healthy placentas in
water until approaching putrefaction, never found this obtu-
ration produced, a few droplets here and there being formed
only on the walls of the vessels.” ”

Connected with the anatomical facts thus related by Dr.
Hassall, are various physiological, medical, and obstetric con-
siderations of great interest and importance. Some of
these I will endeavour to point out as comprehensively as
possible.

The researches of Rokitansky, Bowman, Handfield Jones,
George Johnson, R. Quain, Paget and others, taken collec-
tively, fully assert the prominent position which fatty degene-
ration is destined to occupy in general pathology. To demon-
strate the existence of a disease in the placenta, an organ
intermediate between the mother and her offspring, similar
in its nature, development, progress, and termination to that
which theobservers I have referred to, have shown to be of such
importance, when affecting the liver, kidneys, heart, mus-
cles, vessels, and other structures of the body, cannot be un-
interesting. The demonstration of fatty degeneration in the
placenta, not only supplies a new chapter in the history of
the disease, aiding in the acquisition of a more comprehensive
knowledge of its nature, but it also throws a new light upon
a question of the deepest interest in the study of this and
many other of the most formidable diseases. Long-con-

























FATTY DEGENERATION OF THE PLACENTA. 17

- served; the main difference being, that in this instance every
part of the organ is affected.

There can be little doubt that the foetus really perished
in consequence of the succussion the lady experienced in
the early period of pregnancy. Whether the ovum had been
previously affected with a disposition to granular degenera-
tion, or any other disease, must be a matter of conjecture
only. In all probability the granular metamorphosis of the
placenta, if it did not take its rise at that date, was, at all
events, completed subsequently to the death of the feetus.
During this process of conversion, the placenta probably
preserved its connection with the uterus. One singular pur-
pose it evidently fulfilled, was the preservation of the ovum
from putrefaction, and its retention in the womb for some
months after the death of the feetus.

Authors have recorded cases in which the placenta has
been retained for a lengthened period after delivery, without
giving rise to those symptoms which usually attend putre-
faction or the presence of a foreign body in the uterus.
Saxtorph even says, “I have reason to believe that a placenta,
which is entire and uninjured, enclosed in the uterus, ad-
herent to it, and shut out from access of air, never becomes
putrid.”’ _

In many of these cases it is highly probable that granular
metamorphosis is the conservative process.

In connection with the present case, I am desirous of
defining the meaning I wish to attach to the terms “ fatty
deposition”” and “fatty degeneration,” more especially as they
are apt to convey different ideas to different pathologists.

Fat, properly so called, is a normal organised structure,
consisting of blood-vessels and cells, the cavities of which
contain oily matter. This, like other organised structures, is
subject to various lesions, such as hypertrophy aud atrophy,
or degeneration. It is to this latter condition, as affecting
the organised adipose tissues, that the term * fatty degene-
ration” ought in strictness to be confined. This, the true
fatty degeneration, differs entirely from that affection of the































