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the school 34 suffered from searlatina between May and September. At one
time, the mistress informs me, 10 children were absent from this cause from
cne class alone. Of the 34 sufferers, 6 died.® :

From such clinieal histories as I could obtain there did not appear to be
in the type of the disease any noteworthy departure from common
experience. In a certain number of the fatal cases death oceurred early, but
in 30 per cent. it was aseribed to nephritis following the acute stage. The
fatality was almost as great during the summer as in the spring months;
18 deaths oceurred durmg June, July, and August, and half of these during
the last-named month. The two sexes suffered from fatal attacks almost
equally. One infant, under ome year, died; the remaining deaths were
amongst children between two and ten years of age.

T have already noted the fact that the disease was more fatal at Coedfrane
than in the other hamletz of the district, and I find that an observation of
similar purport has been recorded by the Medical Officer of Health respecting
earlier experiences in his distriet. in hig report for the year 1889, he says :—
* The population of the hamlets (ineluding Coedfranc) on the west side of the
“ River Neath amounts to 9,017, while that of Llantwit amounts to 4,135, or
* mnot quite half ; whereas the proportion of deathsis as three on the west side
“ to one on the east side of the river, and those from zymotic diseases were
* 21 on the west side and two on the east side.” His tables for that year
further show that of the 21 deaths from zymotic disease, 13 oceu at
Coedfranc, five of these being from enteric fever. Commenting upon the
above quoted observation, he says:—* It would appear that this great dis-
*“ proportion isowing to the faet that a thorough system of drainage hag been
“ parried out on the east side, while nothing of the kind has been effected on
“ the west.” The subject matter of my inquiry demanded, it was evident,
some particular attention to the sanitary condition of Coedfranc.

Sanitary Civeumstances.

Coedfrane is a populous village, or rather a series of connected villages,
extending for a mile or more along the highway between Neath and Swansea.
It is built chiefly on the slope of a hill so that the natural facilities for main
drainage are considerable, although hitherto no public sewers have been
provided. The houses near the highway are drained, very often by roughly
constructed chanmels which pass frequently beneath the houses, to the
roadside gutter, where the sewage causes, at various points, considerable
nuisance ; those in the side streets, or further removed, not possessing even
such facilities as the roadside gutter affords, are even more unsatisfactorily
circumstanced. Sewage accumulates in pools or ditches about the houses,
as at “The Abbey;"” or, as is chiefly the case with the newer property, is
discharged into leaking and unventilated cesspools or * dumb-wells.” One
collection of houses pear the railway station at Dynevor had I found been
drained after a certain fashion; the drain in places was partly above the
ground level, it was provided with cateh-pits in 1ts course, it was unventilated,
and it discharged on to the railway embankment in such a way as to occasion
nuisance to the passers by.

Excrement disposal is generally by old-fashioned privy-pits. These often
econtain an aceumulation of twelve months or more ; are ilapidated and foul.
A very few of the newer houses have been provided with small box-closets,
but no public provision is made for the emptying, and they too, accordingly,
are allowed to overflow, and to become a nuisance. The removal of ashes and
house-refuse is effected by the Authority under a contract.

The water supply of some five-sixths of Coedfranc is obtained from the
mains of the Neath Water Company, the source being the Darran Springs,
a different one from that which supplies the town of Neath. The company
have apparently little means of storage, and the yield of the spring is reported
to be insufficient for the requirements of the population. In dry summers
there is evidently considerable scarcity of water; even in ordinary seasons

* Thoe summer school holidays lasted from adwut the end of Joly fo about the end of August
—at the Abbey School from July 25th to August 25th—and it mny be remarked that Joring
August the number of cases reported notably i ninished,
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