Dr. Parsons's report to the Local Government Board on an epidemic of
diphtheria in the Sowerby Bridge Urban Sanitary District, Yorkshire / [H.
Franklin Parsons].

Contributors

Parsons, H. Franklin 1846-1913.
Great Britain. Local Government Board.

Publication/Creation
[London] : [Printed by Eyre and Spottiswoode for H.M.S.0.], [1889]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/u66zr5bj

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
















i

trough filled with water by a ball-tap at one end, and emptied by lifting &
plug at the other. Prior to the outbreak tl:.-_a tn?ughs ware EI!'Iptll‘aﬂ only
once a week, on Friday evenings, and their interior surface, being inacces-
sible, was never thoroughly cleansed. They are described by the Medical
Officer of Health and the Surveyor as having been, when their attention
was first called to them, in a very offensive condition. Complaints were
also made by residents in Tuel Lane below the schoola of oceasional offensive
gffluvia from drains connected with the sewer down which the contents of
the closets pass, and the time when these effluwma were ived was
thought to be that when the closets were flushed. (The closets are now
flushed every day ; deodorants are used, and the seats have been made to
lift up so that the interior of the trough can be swept clean with a broom.)
There was also formerly a defective watercloset of the pan kind for the nse
of the masters on the boys' side, but as I have mentioned there were few
cases of diphtheria among the boys. A child in the infant department was
taken ill of diphtheria on November 11th or 12th, another on November 13th,
and two girls on November 16th, from which date until December Tth hardlya
gzhool-day passed without one or more children ceasing to attend on account
of having diphtheria. From Friday, December Tth, the schools were closed
by the advice of the Medical Officer of Health until after the Christmas
holidays. Since their re-opening on January 7th hardly any cases have
oceurred among the children attending them.

The majority of the children attending the Beard Schools who suffered
from diphtheria lived on that side of the town, about Tuel Lane and the
Beech ; but two children suffered who went thither from SBowerby New Road,
a distant part of the town, at that time otherwise free from diphtheria.
There were also several cases among children who attended the Board School
from Causeway Head outside the Sowerby Bridge district.

The circumstances mentioned point strongly to attendance at the Board
Schools as having been the agency by which at first diphtheria was spread
abroad in the district. It is less easy to say whether the then foul condition
of the school closets had any share in causing or predisposing to the disease ;
or whether its spread may not have been due simply to the presence at school
of children in an unrecognised infectious condition. Although care seems to
have been taken to exclude from school all children from infected houses so
far as known, yet instances were heard of in which children continued to
attend school for some days while they themselves, or their brothers and sisters
at home, were suffering from sore throat which eventuslly turned out to be
diphtheria. ' J

A similar explanation may perhaps account for the groups of cases at the
8t. George's and Bolton Brow Schools. Two girls named Kirkman attending
the Bolton Brow School saffered in Depember from sore throats, but were
not seen then by any medieal man, They returned to school for a time in
Jampary, but later on one suffered from dimmness of sight, so that she could not
see to do her work, and the other lost her voice. It scems probable that their
illnesses in December were diphtheria, and that the subsequent ailments were
forms of local paralysis such as frequently follows that disease. (In the
Sowerby Bridge epidemic, however, cases of paralysis following diphtheria
have been exceptional.) "

After the end of November, however, many of those who were attacked with
diphtheria were not children at echool. Very few of the persons first attacked
ina household were adults; they were either children of school-going age who
for one reason or another had not been at school within a week Eefum the
attack, or were children too young to go to school; a few were infants at the
breast. Respecting the origin of these cases, in some a history could be
obtained of exposure to infection in visiting or Elujring with others previously
affected. In some cases other members of the household had previously .
suflered from sore throats which had not been thought to have been of
diphtheritic nature. The social gatherings about Christmas time may have
had something to do with the cases in the end of December and January.
Thus in one family three children suffered from t]i]:hthurin who had been to
a emall party in a house in which there had been diphtheria a month before,
the party was on Monday, January 7th, and one boy was taken ill on Saturday,
January 12th, the others a few days later. ' ' !









