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floors. Nothing of the smallest real value, in the way of disinfection, has resulted
from these observances. In addition, in many cases, i)rivj pails, emptied daily,
have been provided, and, after the termination of the illness, infected rooms have
often, but not always, been fumigated with sulphurous acid ; whitewashing,
re-papering, &c., have rarely been required. From the hundreds of dwellings
infeoted with scarlatina during the year 1886, bedding, clothing, &e., were
removed, either for proper disinfection in apparatus belonging to a neigh-
bouring town, or for destruction, in only 12 instances. When scarlatina has
appeared in dwellings connected with shops, dairies, &c., no further pre-
cautions than those spoken of have been enforced.

In October 1886 the Authority decided upon offering a fee of 2z 6d. to
medieal practitioners for each notification of infectious disease. The step
was, no doubt, in the right direction; but to give it useful effect, other
methods must obviously be organised for dealing with the information

uired.

he Authority have in past years been placed at great financial disadvan-
tage. Owing to the defaleations of a clerk the district incurred a loss of
some 20,000[, For years the rates were very high, but now they have
gradually been reduced to 2s. 6d. in the £ per annum, while water and
the works of which are in the hands of the Authority, are supplied to the
inhabitants of the central parts at a very reasonable cost. The past financial
burdens of the district have, however, it would seem, resulted in a somewhat
indiseriminate economy. For years the Medical Officer of Health was paid a
salary of 10I. per annum; the sum was raised to 15l. to the present officer
(the late one having died of typheid fever), and within the last few months
to 204,  Still the Medieal Officer of Health frankly states that he cannot afford
to perform the duties of the office as prescribed by the Loeal Government
Board for such remuneration. At the meeting of the Authority which I
attended, at the close of my inspection, I laid stress upon the experience of
the Board on this point: that the efficiency or non-efficiency of local sanitary
administration 18 found to be determined in the main 'lig' the character of the
work done and advice given by the Medical Officer of Health. I pointed out
that in ordinary circumstances it is found that sanitary reforms involving
the expenditure of money, whether public or private, encounter opposition
and indifference only to be successfully combated by the untiring and
well-directed advocacy of one specially qualified to advise from the high
ground of the public health. The failure in the administration of the district
recorded in this report is explicable from this point of view. Although the
Medical Officer of Health possesses a fair general knowledge of the sanitary
cireumstances of the district, that well-directed, precise, and persistent advice
for the remedying of its various unwholesome conditions, of such prime
importance, is notably absent. The annual reports, forwarded to the rd
pursuant to their General Order, have, on different cecasions, formed the
subject of unfavourable comment by the Board on account of the meagreness
of the information they convey, yet with little exceprion they give the
information afforded to the Sanitarv Authority themselves—the infor-
mation, that is to say, upon which the Authority are expected to shape
their action, for monthly reports are rarely presented, and quarterly rts
comyprise little more than general remarks upon the mortality and sickness
prevailing. .

Mr. Hunter, the SBurveyor and Inspector of Nuisances, is an active officer,
and knows his distriet well. He has acquiesced in a very improper measure
—the drainage into the sewers of privy-pite and ash-pits—not because he has
regarded 1t as a saufficient mmud:,r, but because of the opposition that a more
mgiua! one entailed ; but this mistaken action does not fairly represent his
qualifications, which on the whole are excellent, for the post he holds. His
duties are, however, too multifarions; as Surveyor he has many miles of
highway under his control, building operations, which he has to supervise,
have been in aetive progress, and the water and gas works are under his
management. Under these circumstances the time spent in the performance
of the duties of an Inspector of Nuisances has necessarily been quite
insufficient, while some of the more important of these duties, the disinfection
of infected dwellings, &e., have been delegated to unskilled labourers.









