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and many of them are full of filth to overflowing. The closet soil pipe is only
exceptionally ventilated. Some of the privy vaults, which still exist in the
town, overflow through brick midfeather traps into the public sewers. House
drains discharge directly into the sewers without intervention of traps,
and they are scarcely ever ventilated. In all probability the majority of the
old house drains are of brick : however this may be, many of them are
geriously defective, for rats in houses and stench from cupboards and floorings
are frequently heard of. 2

A constant water service has been afforded to the town since 1867 by the
Chiltern Hills Water Company, which also supplies Tring and many villages
hereabout. The Company's waterworks are at the summit of the Aston
Clinton Hills. The water, obtained from a deep well with extensive adits,
and a bore driven deep into the chalk, is hard, but it is softened by Clark’s
process prior to being served. It is supplied, constantly and at high pressure,
mainly to stand pipes; between August 1884 and June 1885 it was aug ied,
however, for only 6 hours out of the 24, a severe drought having told upon
the amount of water in the chalk. This public water service has not vet been
universally adopted, 40 or more private wells being still in use in the town.

A sum of 25,0000. has been spent, I am told, on sewerage works. All the
streets, except some which are private, are now sewered, and most of them
have been sewered since 1870.  All the sewage (save only that of two short
outlying streets, which is separately dealt with) passes ultimately by two
main sewers to one outfall, where works have been constructed for treating
it on the A B C process. These works are managed by the Native Guano
Company, to whom the Local Board pay an annual subsidy of 250 The
sewers are in frarb old; in larger part they are of comparatively recent
construction. 1t is, however, especially the peripheral part of the sewerage
system that is new, for the sewers of all the central parts of the town are
old culverts. These culverts are admittedly of faulty construction, and their
fall m particular instances is known to be bad. Their defects have been for
some time under comsideration by the Authority: and in place of one of
them a new sewer, well constructed and efficiently provided with means for
ventilation and flushing, has been quite recently laid down. One half of the
new sewers consists of 9-inch, 12-inch, and. 15-ineh cemented and socketed
glazed pipes, and the other half is of briek, and has an oval section. The old
sewers are not provided with any flushing appliance, and portions only of the
new sewers are so provided. The old eulverts are destitute of proper means
of ventilation, though they have as many as 18 dead ends in the central third,
the highest and the most closely built part of the town. The new sewers are
provided with manholes and surface ventilators, but most of the latter are
choked with road débris; accidentally, perhaps, in some instances, but often
purposely by persons who live near them, so offensive are they universall
considered. Further, in the course of the new sewers there are, I am told,
two large catchpits (10 feet by 3 feet and 1} feet deep). The contents of these
catchpits are removed, from time to time, to a place only a few paces to the
rear of several houses in Bierton Road, where they give rise to nmsance.

For a reason which will appear later on the schools of Aylesbury require
special mention. The average attendance of children at the public schools
of the place reached 1,107 last year; 354 attended the British School, 231
the St. Mary's National School, 206 the St. John's National School, 130 the
Free Grammar School, and 156 the Walton School. Of these schools the
British and the Free Grammar School stand on Portland stone at the highest
part of the town. The other schools stand at a lower elevation on clay soil.
Schoolrooms, almost without exception, are inefficiently ventilated. Roof and

bla outlets for vitiated air are commonly provided, but, except in a few
instances, there is no proper contrivance for admitting fresh air to the school-
rooms. Uertain floor grids intended to allow entrance of air into the rooms
from chambers under the floor which are in communieation with the external
air, were none of them acting at the time of my visits; either the grids had
been closed, or the srucu immediately beneath them had become choked with
floor refuse. At the Walton School these air-spaces beneath the floor
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