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the fact that these wells are sunk in highly porous soil, contaminated by the
continual scakage into it of sewage matter of various kinds from privy pits
and drains, and of filth from chicken runs, piggeries, ill-kept farmyards and
the like. The objectionable practice, too, prevails of lowering into wells pails,
the previous uses and contents of which are often suspicious.

There is no regular system of sewerage in Sandy or the other places in this
parish. The road drains have been utilized as sewers ; and these though they
formerly received little but slops, or, at worst, fluid exereta, have since the
introduction of water closets in Sandy, caused great nuisance by reason of the
foul emanations given off from the road gulleys. Several formal complaints in
this resard were made to me, and certain road gulleys immediately adjacent to
the National Schools were strongly objected to. The road drains thus -:lullzﬁ
duty as sewers, consist in the majority of cases of rough earthenware pipes whi
leak freely at the joints. They run in various directions, owing to their havin
been laid piece-meal on different oceasions.  Some discharge into the River Ivel,
others into ditches communicating directly or indirectly with that river ; but
nnizance of a serious kind is undoubtedly cansed by them, and the pollution
of the soil must be of an extensive character. In fact, having regard to
this incessant contamination of the soil in the town, and of that outside
the town by the continual introdoction of manure, which is often dug into
the ground in very great quantities, the water in the Lower Greensand here-
abouts ean hardly fail to be considerably polluted.

For the disposal of liguid filth and slops gulleys are commonly provided,
these being generally situated in back yards, and often adjacent to back
entrances.  But 1 was assured that these slop drains are of but little service.
They communieate in some instances with “dumb wells,” which are generally so
full that the drains are often blocked. The }J-uuring of slops into them must,
therefore, be done very slowly, and little by little. In the result the cottagers
find it easier to throw zlops on the ground at any convenient spot.

Water-closets, |}>m|m:-l ¢ so-called, exist only in houses of the better class ;
in other cases the hand-Hushed * long hopper™ is the only type of water-
closet met with, Dut much more common are pit-privies, or privies provided
with pails.  Both these two last named are not uncommonly placed in
“barns,” Several instances were met with of the deposit of privy filth and
excreta upon house refuse, east into open holes in the ground in the immediate
vicinity of houses, At Girtford were seen privies foul and dark, provided with
pails, which were freely overflowing upon the ground, and upon 51& back walls
of the houses against which the privy structure had been placed.

For house refuse disposal there is little accommodation. Certain large
bricked and cemented ashpits were met with, but they were unprovided
with covers, and [ found that cottagers generally decline to make use of them
owing to the difficulty in etting them emptied. House refuse was in nearly
every instance found deposited either upon the ground or in a hole therein, and
owing to the subsequent throwing of liquid filth upon it, a very offensive
condition is often produced.

For some little time past the Rural Distriet Council have been maturing a
scheme of public scavenging for Sandy and its neighbourhood. Hawi
advertised for tenders, they have now entered into a contract for the remn:r:eﬁ
and dispozal not only of house refuse and the like, but also of the contents of

rivies, cesspits, and privy pails. For the purpose of the work the parish has
seen divided into two distriets, called Nos. 1 and 2, and respectively on the
west and east sides of the River Ivel. Each of these districts is to be m-
bulated by the contractor’s cart accompanied by two workmen, on three days in
each week, for the removal of house refuse. i‘riv}' filth iz to be removed in
the same systematic order, between the hours of 10 pm. and 6 a.m. This
scheme, as already stated, came into force during my inspection.

Such dairies as I inspected were not well kept, and the milk is sometimes
stoved in ill-ventilated underground premises, reached by a staircase descending
from the interior of the dwelling-house,
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