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artisans or Inbourers employed within Tunbridge Wells : only few find oceupa-
tion in agriculture outside the borough. ' :

At the census of 1891, there were in the borough 27,805 persons. Al
each year since 1891 the birth rate of Tunbridge Wells has been comparatively
low, there has been considerable migration to the district, and the Medical
Officer of Health estimates the population in 1898 at about 30,000, The
rateable value of the borough at the end of 1897 was £236,400 ; that assessable
for the general district rate was £229,180.

Dhwellings—The total number of inhabited houses in 1891 was 5,250, Each
year since 1891, about 100 new dwel]irzﬁa, almost entirely houses with
§ix or more rooms, have been erected within the borough. The total of
inhabited houses is now, the Surveyor informs me, about 5,900. Except in
one or two of the older parts of the town, such as * Harvey's Town,”
dwellings are rarely crowded upon area, and there are scarcely any closed
courts, Overcrowding of persons in dwellings, however, appears to be
not uncommon. The four room or six room cottages of the place are
often occupied jointly by two or more families, partly because the rents of
such houses are high—they are mrely below 7/- a week—and also because
dwelling accommodation for the working class population of the town is
inadequate.

wellings in Tunbridge Wells are for the most part built of loeal briek,
foced with conerete. Some are of sandstone, and a few of the older dwellings
are of wood. Smaller houses and villas, some of comparatively recent date
among the number, not seldom seem unsubstantially buile: only in a few
instances, however, did I notice serious dilapidations in external walls or roofs.
Until recent years houses have usually been built without damp-proof course,
but, except w%mm they are erected upon elay soil, their walls are eldom noticeably
damp. ceJl'}u: majority of dwellings have gardens attached to them. On m
of the coltage property, however, there are small unpaved yards but no ﬁl‘d&:ﬂﬂ,
and in such yards it is common for poultry, rabbits, and other animals to be kept,
often, it is said, in such a manner as to cause nuisance,

House drainage is in many instances objectionable. Thus, house drains are
rarely trapped from the sewer, and frequently they are ventilated only by means of
rain-water pipes which open just below the eaves. Often, I was i , waste
]%i )es opening within the dwelling are connected directly with the house drain.

e house drains of new dwellings, however, appear usually to be well-contrived.
Within the smaller dwellings, commonl only drain is a sink-pipe,
which discharges its contents outside the building over a bell trap. These bell
traps &1:3 usually defective. Sometimes inefficient stonemason's traps have been
Provi .

Excrement Disposal is almost everywhere effected by means of water-
closets.  In houses of better class are occasionally found water-closets provided
with objectionable “ D-trape,” and soil pipes of water-closets often are unven-
tilated. Asa rule in smaller house property, each dwelling has belonging to it
a water-clozet, usnally placed outside the building. A majority of these water-
closets are without apparatus for flushing ; being of the “hopper” and
getting merely an occasional *flush™ from a water can, they often e
filthy. In one row of houses I found closets of this sort built in the basement
of the house, opening into the kitchen.

Sewerage——In some of the older parts of the town, as the Pantiles and
London Road, are large brick barrel sewers of some antiquity. The greater
]m:rt of the borough was sewered from 40 to 50 years ago, T{u: sewers then
aid were priu::ipa?ly unglazed earthenware pipes, uncemented at their junctions.
Recently several new sewers of good construction have been laid in new streets,
and others have been provided in place of older sewers. Almost every-
where the sewers have a good fall, and for many of them artificial flushing is
rarely necessary.  In places where manhole covers were removed for m
inspeetion, I saw no silting.  Ventilation of some of the older sewers is
effected by shafts opening at fixed gratings in the centre of the roadway.
At varying intervals over other sewers are manholes with ventilating covers,
As has been indicated, min-water pipes of dwellings not unfrequently act as
sewer ventilators.  Certain branch sewers have neither manholes nor ventilati
openings at their “dead ends.”” At many points in the borough, within the
last few years, sewers have been provided with ventilating l:l:?a%x which are
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mrdens belonging to their dwellings. The Inspector of Nuisances informed me

at, in visiting houses recently invaded by diphtheria, he had on several ocea-
sions heard of illness or deaths among fowls and rabbits—animals which would
seem liable to diphtheria or allied malady. No recently occurring cases of the
sort were to be heard of at the dates of my visit.

IV.—MEASURES ADOPTED IX REPRESSION ofF THE Drearneria Eripesic.

On receipt by the Medical Officer of Health of notification of the existence of
diphtheria in a dwelling, Dr. Stamford informed the Inspector of Nuisances, wha,
usually within 24 hours, visited the invaded house, made certain inquiries, and
left a handbill containing a series of *suggestions " for the prevention of eﬂdemn
disease which had been drawn up by the Medical Officer of Health. In most
cases carbolic soap was supplied to those attending the diphtheria patient ;
also eotton wool, which could be used for receiving disc an@ and then
burnt. Injunctions were given that all children in the honse should be kept
from school,  Notices to the effect that persons in the dwelling were suffering
from infections illness were sent to the school authorities and to public libraries.
Printed letter-cards, addressed to the Medical Officer of Health, were supplied
to medical men in the town upon which to certify when, in their opinion,
diphtheria patients in their care had ceased to be infections. On receipt of wone
of these letter cards the premises were again visited ; the room or rooms
occupied by the diphtheria patient were fumigated with sulphur, and a notice
to the effect that the dwelling might now be considered free from infection was
sent to public libraries and to school authorities. As to isolation of infectious
cases, | learnt that, in a large majority of instances, the diphtheria patient
had been treated at home under such conditions of isolation as were advised
by his medical attendant, and could be complied with by those in charge of
the patient. As a general rule, isolation in the borough huﬂmi hadgl‘:gen
offered only in those eases where a request for hospital isolation been made
to the Medical Officer of Health by the patient’s medieal attendant. ;

This routine of dealing with notified diphtheria cases appears to have been
systematically followed. The Medical Officer of Health rarely visited the
invaded dweilings, or took steps to ascertain at first hand the sufficiency of
provision made )‘.ﬁr the isolation of sick at their homes, and the observance of
other matters enjoined in his circular of “suggestions™ ; for the reason that,
being also in general practice, he deemed it desirable to be chary in visiting
dwellings in which medical practitioners were attending patients. Too rigid an
adherence to the custom of not visiting invaded dwellings, however, Liad this dis-
advantage, that Dr.Stamford was hardly ever in a position to know of the existence
of cases of diphtheria in which the illness was so slight that medical advice was
not songht, or of cases in which the elinical manifestations were so indefinite
that the medical practitioner had not been in position to make a definite
diagnosis of diphtheria,

n course of inquiry at invaded houses I learnt in several instances of sore
throat or other illness, oceurring at or about the time when diphtheria declared
itself, among members of the family other than those notified to be sufferi
from  diphtheria,  Similarly, in at least two invaded dwellin which
visited, | ascertained that there had been frequent opportunities nﬁub&mum
between the children of the house and children of a neighbouring dwelling ; and,
on vigiting the latter dwelling, from which no case of diphtheria had been
notified, | found that one or more of the inmates were to have recently
saffered from sore throat, as to which no medical man had been consulted.

Mg mnfnrds sehools, the two schools which no doubt had some considerable
share in enhancing the ontbreak in February, were closed on February 21st, at
the instance of the Medical Officer of Health, and Sunday-school authorities were
ndvised to close St. James” and St. Barnabas’ Sunday-schools about the same date.
Before re-opening certain precautions were taken in both schools ; slates were
washed with disinfectant solution, and the class-rooms thoroughly cleansed.
Un re-opening the schools at the end of March, school teachers were advised of
the desirability of preventing licking of slates and pencils, sharing sweets, and
other customs of children considered likely to spread infection. In a few









