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The population, given in the same returns as 3,064, 3,341, and 35,994, is
now stated to be 4,432 |4 i TR :

The town is situate at the head of the common estuary of the rivers Stour
and Avon, opening into Christchureh Eﬂﬁ The harbour of Christchurch and
the tidal waters communicating with it have the peculiarity of ** high-water "
twice every tide.

The picturesque old town itself eonsists of little more than two long
straggling streets, together extending over a distance of about three miles,
The first—a wide thoroughfire—may be said to reach from the London and
South Western Railway Bridge to the Priory ; the second, starting from the
first almost at a right angle near its southern extremity, crosses the * mill
stream " and the river Aveon, and, running in a north-easterly direction, passes
through or rather forms in itself the quarter of the town known as © Purewell.™
At the further extremity of this locality it again makes a sharp turn in a rather
southerly direction to pass through the suburban portion of the town bearing
the name of * Stanpit.’

Christchurch now possesses no industries other than theose of ar
agricultural and riparian country town. Formerly an extensive manufacture
of “fusée " chains for watches and clocks was carried on here, but this is now,
I am informed, quite extinet. Although at present the number E.nchG[}-ear
of measonal visitors i= not very large, a great and increasing number of da
excursionists are attracted to the town, owing to its charminﬁ situation an
surroundingz as well as to the facilities for boating and fishing which the
loeality affords. The salmon fishing of the river Avon enjoys a very high
reputation.  The ever-growing popularity of the neighbouring town of ]l{:ume-
mouth has led to very extensive building al::m%'ltlm high road from that town
towards Christchurch, a large proportion of the houses being of a superior elasa,
There would seem indeed to be little doubt that in the near future the entire

stretch of country from Poole to Christchurch and beyond will have a
econtinuous urban character,

A —GeEvERan Saxrrany CoxpiTion.

Geologically considered, the western portion of the Urban District stands
upon a deposit of gravel, of varying depth. But from the eastern bank of the
Mill Stream to the extremity of * Purewell,” the buildings rest upon alluvial
beds of eonsiderable depth, composed probably of tidal mud, peat, &. From
* Purewell ” to the extremity of the district at * Stanpit " the high rond may be
iﬂﬂunczﬂl}‘ considered to mark the edge of another stretch of gravel, the road
wving in all probability been placed here so as to secure a firm bed. This
stretch of gravel extends to the eastern and north-eastern limits of the distriet.
On either side of the “ Mill Stream ” the gravel beds are underlain conformabl
by the © Bracklesham beds ™ of various coloured clays and sands. From the
facts bronght to my notice | think it possible that the varying depth of the
wells in those rartions of the town standing upon gravel indicates approximatel
the actual thickness of the gravel deposit at t}mse points, and that the contain
water re<ts upon the clayey formation beneath.

Streets, Dwellings, and House Accommedation.—1 learn from the Surveyor
that there are between nine and ten miles of roadway in the distriet, six to seven
being dedicated, and that of these some two miles are county high roads. The
principal street is generally of sufficient width, save at the Bridges, and is nearly
all macadamized—the side-pavements being of stone or blue brick.  The houses
are for the most part built of brick, and the larger residences appeared to be of
sufficiently substantial constroetion.  But a large number of cottages are
unqlnullnl:ih lly of an unsatisfactory chameter, havin dilapidated walls, floors,
and ceilings, as well as being insufficiently mmi]:mﬁ. In many instances eave
spouting is altogether absent and in others it is defective, while in numerous
cases down-fall pipes delivér rain water cither upon the walls, or upon the
ground at the foot of them, to soak into the foundations. Nor is this defect
confined to. small private dwellings. A conspicuous example of it is seen at
the National Schools, parts of which are u!! recent construction, Here the
down-fall pipes deliver some inches above the ground at the foot of the walls
of the building. ~ The level of the playground has recently been ruised, I
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masonry work surmounted by a railing. Tt is not quite clear how this dipping
place is fud, but it is probably kept supplied from the troughing beneath the purmp.
The water in this well is believed to be faintly chalvbeate. The guestion as to whether
this well I8 at ceriain times reached by the tide has been matter of dispote. No
dombt it §2 80 reached at gpring tides. The evidence of an eyce witness was to the
effect that he had seen it coversd by the tide ; moreover, T am informed that seavweed
has been taken out of the dipping place. The exact depth of the well eounld not be
aseartained,

I consider that all these wells are exposed to great risk of pollution by
soakage of foul water, and there can be Hﬂj:E doubt that the contamned water is
at times actually polluted. Although year by year the Medical Officer of Health
has ealled attention to the danger arising from a water supply of this kind, it is
an extraordinary fact that the 'ﬁ:—wn Council have never, so far as 1 could learn,
had the water from these wells submitted to an expert for analysis and report.
Such very few analyses as I heard of—and only two of these could be traced—
were due to private initiation.

Private Wells.—But though the public wells are unsatisfactory, the private
shallow dry-steined wells are still more 20. Sunk in gravel or alluvial soil, it
is diffieult to see how they can fail to become contaminated. The ground
around them, or in their neighbourhood, has for years been polluted by leakage
from cesspools (now nearly all abolished), while filth of all kinds thrown upon
or dug into the surrounding ground undoubtedly soaks into them. In a great
many instances I found these private wells sunk in heavily manured garden
land, and their edges flush with the surface of the zoil, while in other cases
the collar of masonry, or even of decaying woodwork with which wells
were furnished, did not prevent the passage of filth directly into the water.
An inbabitant assured me that in some parts of “ Purewell™ it is hardly

ible to dig two “spits” deep without meeting with water. A large
number of wells are fitted with windlass and chain. Persons drawing water are
in the habit of lowering their own pails, a practice which possibly does not
always receive the condemnation it deserves,

A few conspicuous examples may be quoted :—

At the National Schools, where at the fime of my viglt some 3300 children wers
on the books, there is no water supply whatever, either for drinking or washing, 1
was informed thai the children obtain water from the pumpe or wells belonging
to adjacent cottage dwellings, and, among others, from a dip well adjoining two
cottages nearly opposite.  This well iz sunk in the fromt kitchen garden, about
13 feet Trom the front door, The brick collar, which is flush with the ground, had
a much-broken wooden cover laid loosely ovor it.  The well is dry-steined, the sides
being thickly covered with vegetable growth, owing to free percolation of surface
water, The well is about 8 feet deep, and at the time of my visit there appeared
to be in it about 2 feot of water. At the bottom of this well, broken pots, tins,
and oflier domestic refuse in variety could be discerned, A nnmber of froge and
tonds, some alive and some dead. could also be seen in the water. The water from
this well ig used for drinking algo by the tenants of the eottages in question, who
have no other supply. It is noteworthy that at the time of my vigit the excrement
from the school * latrines," mixed with earth, was being deposited in a refuse heap
only a few yards from this spot.

In the localities known as Whitehall, Silver Street, Fairmile, Soper's Lane
Cottages, Purewell, and at other places, especially objectionable wells were seen: at
Purewell, indeed, many wells, I am agsured, rise on the occasions of very high tide
io a notably higher level, :

In some places the tenants reported, as regards their wells, that “ there is no
water half the time ;" “tho water comes up thick and muddy ;" “the water has
worms in it ;" “the water is not fit 1o drink,™ &ec., &e.

I was told that in the immediate neighbourhood of the * Mill Stream ™ certain
hl:}l.lu?hult'lﬁm ak times obtain water for drinking and domestic purposes by
"_;ll{l“llﬁf from this stream, which receives the discharge of several sewers and Louse

raing,

At Fairmile certain cottages appear to be without any supply at all, thus falling
within the scope of Bection 62 of the Public Health Act of 1575,

Speaking generally, I m.ny say that I saw very few private wells that ought
not, i wy opinion, to be forthwith closed. But, as unfortunately is by no
means unusual in such cases, not a few persons expressed a prejudice in

fayour of these local wells, even when, as in two instances at least, they are
evidently polluted in a serious manner,
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houses of the better class are provided with water-closets. Though I was
informed that Christchurch was an * earth closet” town, my inspection showed
me that the number of instances in which a supply of earth is kept for mm;zg
with excreta is very small indeed, although in the majority of cases galvani
iron pails or other receptacles for excreta are provided beneath the seats. For
the removal of excreta the Town Counecil employ a man at a salary of 27s
per week, notwithstanding their Bye Laws on this subject under Section 44 of
the Public Health Act, 1875, He is furnished with an iron tumbler cart, for
which he himself, at his own cost, provides the horse. The man thus paid by
the Town Council for rﬂmﬂving refuse is, in nrld":timl, allowed to mI‘lk'E! iEL DW_.I:I.
terms with the inhabitants for emptying their closet pails ; a practice which is
altogether illegul. From statements made to me, I Is»;:n‘.l‘lllar that the cost of tt!]ﬂ'
operation varies with the size of houses, but I understood the ordinary tariff
to I “ one penny per week for two pail emptyings.” In default of payment
of the sum demanded by him the scavenger may refuse to remove the pail
contents, which must then be disposed OFh}' the occupier as he best can,
I was informed that the excreta removed were deposited upon agricultural
Jand in various places on the outskirts of, or even beyond, the distriet. But [
found a large heap of house refuse and sweepings in a corner of a field
adjoining Wick Lane and very near the National Schools. This work of
excreta collection may be performed only until 8 a.m., after which time the
man is employed in street seavenging or refuse removal, and it appears that the
same cart is used for all pur{ma&ﬁ. As far as [ conld learn, in the course of my
inspection, the majority of the inhabitantz of the working class who possess any
garden ground are in the habit, themselves, of emptying their clm&tnﬁuiis upon
their land. In the majority of the large number of premises visited, I found
these pails full to the brim, or even overflowing upon the ground beneath the
closet seats. In several instances, the closets were without pails or receptacle
of any kind for the excreta, which simply fell upon the ground beneath the
seat, forming there a heap which on the oceasion of my visit was in some
instances considerable. This, I was told by occupiers, was * raked out when
necessary,  and thrown upon or dug into t:ilr.: garden. In some cases, closet
accommmodation is insufficient, as well as wholly objectionable.  On the premises
of a certain unregistered milk-seller, I found that no closet accommedation, in
the ordinary sense, existed, but that a portable box convenience was set in a
small unventilated entrance lobby adjeining the narrow, dirty passage in which
the milk is kept. At the National Schools the arrangement of the latrines is
of a peculiar kind. The closets for the bovs' and girls' schools are back to
back beneath one roof, the opening in the seats communicating with a kind of
central chamber common to both sets of closets, and having ventilation in the
roof at either gable end. The floor of this species of midden has not been
treated in any way. The excreta fall upon the bare ground and, I was informed,
the accumulation is removed daily after being mixed with earth. 1In this
process the excreta must be carried through the playeround. At the time of
my visit, the exereta thus removed that morning had been deposited upon a
lavge and rapidly growing heap of refuse on the opposite Hidlc of the road,
shbout 50 feet from the infant school-house. The ron tumbler eart, whose
diverse uses have already been referred to, is also kept at this spot. Near the
centre of the town [ found that the drainage of three or four houses, including
one water-closet at least, is conveyed by a drain, furnished with a catchpit for
the interception of =olids, to a large open * sump” hole in a kitchen garden
near the bottom of an adjacent slope. At the date of my wvisit this “ sump "
hole was quite full of thick, stinking liquid from which bubbles of gns were
arising.  The hole is provided with an iron pump, which had, it was stated, to
lie used daily to prevent overflow.

Although in some outlying localities some householders undoubtedly dispose:
of their house refuse by throwing it upon the ground, mueh of the Boroug
refuse sectns to be removed by the agency of the Town Council, as already
deseribed.  Av the time of my visit I saw but few accumulations of house
refuse, but in many places there were accumulations of manure, especially pig.
ITHELTN LI,

I am informed that there are no commen lodying houses in the distriet.
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