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Dr. W. W. E. Fletcher's Report to the Local Government
- Board on an Inspection of the Witney Urban District,
~ more especially in relation to the Disposal and Removal

of House Refuse and Nightsoil.

Bicuarp T, Tuorse,
Medical Officer,
November 11th, 1597.

In October, 1893, the Clerk to the Witney Urban District Couneil wrote to
the Board, submitting a draft of bye-laws which it was proposed to substitute
for those at that time in force in the district. Certain of the proposed bye-laws
had reference to removal of house }'ﬂii'lllﬂcdﬂml of ni;irhtsuil by the oceupiers of
premises ; they wonld have im the duty of such removal on the occupiers,
and would uluﬂ have given Ehpﬁﬁstriut Council power to inflict |m|m11:iel.-‘: for
neglect.  Inazmuch, however, as the District Council already emploved men to
remove such refuse and nightsoil as was deposited by the occupiers of premises in
buckets or pails in the streets before 9 a.m. ; and inasmuch as there seemed to be
bubt a= to the general methad of disposal of nightsoil, and as to the kind of
pr privy in_common use, the Board, before sanctioning the proposed
s ns to scavenging, considered that it would be well to have a report
e of their inspectors, and I was aceordingly instructed to visit and report
*Me district with special reference to this subject

The Witney Urban District ﬂmll!}riﬁﬁl an area of 193 acres ; and had, at the
census of 1891, a population of 3,110 persons. The last rateable value,
December, 1896, 18 given as £8,827, and the corresponding nssessable value
as £8,020,

The usnal method of excrement disposal is by means of objectionable privies-

2 Hitheﬂeaspljtu, or pail-closets which were found to be almost equally objectionable.
: Some of the better class houses are provided with water-closets.  The cesspit-
' privies are badly constructed. The “ risers ™ of the privy-seats are frequently

constructed of wood, with the result that they become saturated with urine,
and warp and rot, so that liquid commonly eseapes on to the floors of privies,
The cesspits are dug helow the ground |ETE3].| are pervious, and allow the
escape of urine and other liquid matters into the subsoil. They are not so
eonstructed as to admit of the application of ashes to the contained excrement,
Bticd only at long intervals. Each cesspit-privy may justly be
“Amoked upon i vidual source of nuisance. The pail-closets,—habitually
' ical Officer of Health as *earth-closets,” although no
f.—are, owing to their bad construction, almost equally
aces beneath the seats are in some eases bricked, but this

I as rvendering them impervious, Some of the seats are

s 1 the front portions of the undersides to direet

hajority are without such provision.  Instead of

8, the tops of which come close to the undersides

Bhils, or mbs are used, and the resalt is that the

: 19 Wkt invariably in a filthy condition, urine passing
vome® of the buckets or pails, and, not infrequently, exerement passing

backs. In fact, the pail-closets in this distriet are almost, if not quite,
fouree of nuisance as ave the privy-cesspits, At Duckle’s Yard four
tended for use as pail-closets had been erected in what appeared

# old stable. The stench in the building was almost overpowering,

flere was so little light inside the closets that it was necessary to

" matehe, to examine them. It was then observed that the closets

s glewith pails, and that the spaces beneath the seats contained
mnt of execrement and urine. So far as my observations
re appear to be in Witney as many of these ill-constructed
privies with eesspits.  Usually, privies and pail-closets

1 from dwellings. One water-closet was observed in a

from want of efficient flushing. There is no public water

ey, and, consequently, wherever water-closets are in use, water i

rposes has to be supplied by cisterns collecting rain-water, or - LLCOmE
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filled h{' pumping, or reliance has to be placed on hand flushing. Some of the
water-closets are drained into cesspools, others discharge their refuse into the
“gowers,” As regards house refuse and ashes it may be stated that such
materials are deposited in buckets or tubs, or in heaps in back-yards or gardens.

Removal of houserefuse and nightsoil is performed in a more or less
unsystematic manner. Pails, containing house-refuse, ashes, and exerement,
which are placed in the street by the occupiers of premises before 9 a.m., are
emptied, and the contents removed by men in the employ of the District
Couneil.  All refuse and nightsoil not so removed has to be dealt with 13
oceupiers, and thus it happens that considerable deposits of house refuse a
ashes, sometimes mingled with nightsoil, may be found in back yards or
gardens.  Some occupiers habitually empty the pails from closets in their
gardens, either covering with earth, or ashes, each pailful separately, or depositing
it in a hole till the accumulation is sufficiently large to fill & wheelbarrow, when
it 1s removed to allotments ; others appear to content themselves with ﬂmpﬂg
the buckets in some spot where ashes and other refuse are deposited in a heap,
and to take no further trouble.  Large deposits of this kind were observed behind
wemiszes off Corn Street, also at West End, and in Viner's Yard, and Maf '
‘ard. The contents of privy-cesspits are sid to be utilized, in mos
in the adjoining gardens, r.e., in near proximity to dwellings, This me
dealing with excrement has an important bearing on water supply.

Watcr supply is derived almost entirely from surface wells, of which there are
a very large number, almost every group of houszes having one well, or more,
in the back yard or ganden. Considering the proximity of privy-cesspits, and
the fact that excrement is utilized in the cultivation of the gardens, or i= merel
deposited in them in bulk as removed from privies, it iz impossible to look on
water chtained from wells so situated without suspicion, The permeability of
the subsoil of the district was recently well illustrated by the result attending
pumping operations in eonnection with the sinking of a settling tank at the
principal sewer outfall. A powerful centrifugal pump had to be continuousl
i usze while the men were at work, with the result that many of the wells
censinl to yield water and became empty, although some were situnted at
considernble distances from the sewer outfall.  If water ean be thus drawn
longr distances through the Witney sub-soil as a consequence of pumping, it is
only reasonable to believe that the surfice wells must derive pollution, to a
greater or less extent, from privy-cesspits and excremental deposits within a few
vards’ distance. Proposals for a public water supply have been Jigure the Board,
Under the advice of Mr. Lailey, the District Couneil some i “zunk a welt
in o field beyond the Workhouse, The well is four 48 ]
eighteen feet deepy, and, although there is no borehole, it
abundant supply of good water. On visiting the site, so
from Witney, and separated from the town by an intervenil
well, situated in o corn field, in an incomplete state . It ]
brickwork from the bottom up to within 8 or 9 feét oFthed tof
judge, and water was standing in it nearly as far ujﬁ‘-. “th |
work, The District Counecil have, thus far, spent by 21 T
Iiul'mrir_ag that they had found a good supply of water] the
_m:lt'_fl for sanction toa loan of £5,000 to complete the work and to $v mains
inquiry us to which was held on February 17th, 1897, by Mr. Meadu: King
application has been refused, on the ground of danger of pollutiay b
from the surrounding arable and presumably manured land.  Wigh "t
of meeting this objection, the District Council propose to purchase anm-arf o
two acres around the 'l"-'l!'”, and to I;;}- it down in grass, . liamail

Drainage and sewerage arrangements are very imperfect.
without proper drainage ;: some drain into “ blind wells
into ditches, and some into the so-called sewers. The I
drains constructed only o short distance helow the surfac
I have no doubt, mtended for surface water only. At the
High Street there is a short length of stonewarepipe sewer,
ago.  This sewer commences in the River Windrush, elose to thy
iron pipe, designed to convey water for flushing purposes o/
which falls in a direction away from the river. 1 was unable
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