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A hospital for infectious diseases would have been available had the
District Elnmmi] paid attention to the many representations on the subj
which have been made by the Board, to the annual reports of the Medieal
Officer of Health, or to the teaching of recent epidemics in the distriet.
Thus the need for a hospital was abundantly shown when amallﬁgrx occurred
in the town in 1893, and when scarlatina was epidemic in 1894, On each
oceasion, however, the Authority, though moved to institute inguiries
as to hospital provision, abandoned them when the disease became less
prevalent. '

I am informed that, since my visit, the District Council has instituted a
correspondence with certain neighbouring authorities with a view to joint
provision of a hospital for infectious diseases. The question of combination
of districts in the neighbourhood of Hucknall Torkard for hospital
deserves serious consideration, But it is to be hoped that the
Distriet Couneil will now take up the question in a more determined spirit
than heretofore, and will make every effort to obtain a hospital wi
further delay, whether by independent action or by aection in combination
with some other authority or authorities. : 1

In the next place the facts of the epidemic indicate unmistakeably that
sustained progress in sanitary matters is badly needed in Hucknall Torkard.
The various unwholesome conditions to which I have pointed as aszociated with
the fever arve essentially conditions which it was the duty of the Sanitary
Authority to have Pramnt&d. If the District Couneil is now to be mindful
of its respomsibilities with regard to the public health of the district, it
must firsi look to these conditions in detail. In particular, the Couneil will
do well to give attention to faulty premises. It is desirable that steps should
be taken to secure the proper paving and dr&inngf of common yards, and to
get rid of unwholesome middens and privies. In dealing with these
other matters in connection with older premises the Distriet Couneil will find
the work facilitated by sections of the Public Health Acts Amendment
Act, which it has already been advised to adopt. It is desivable that
overcrowding in dwellings should be looked for and remedied. With
regard to unwholesome privy middens, the District Couneil will do well to
remember that the recent substitutions of pail closets for middens has
not been carried out in a satisfactory way, and that if the substitution of
pail clogets for midden privies is continued, 1t is particularly desirable that the
new closets be properly constructed, in a form. for instance, such as that
contemplated in the Board's Model Byelaws; that in all new buildings, and
as far as possible on old premises also, secondary means of access to such
closets are provided, so that scavengers are not obliged to carry pails across
common yards and through the narrow passages which the inhabitants
commonly traverse; that provision should be made for the proper cleansing
of pails removed or for replacing them by clean pails; and that suitable
receptacles for dry refuse be provided wherever a pail closet is substituted
for a wmidden privy. The Distriet Council ought further to see that
the emptying of all sueh receptacles, pail elosets, and middens, is performed
with proper regularity and frequency. In view of the opportunities of
gpilling tﬁ: contents of privy pails in the meighbourhood of dwellings, it
gilil bﬁ found more satisfactory to remove privy pails and dry refuse by

aylizhi.

%rt. ;igs desirable that the sewers should be systematically looked to, with the
object of removing obstructions to the flow of sewage in them, and of
remedying other defects which I have deseribed. And, seeing that consider-
able alterations in the sewerage system are likely to be found necessary, the
Couneil may advantageously consider the question of so constructing or
m—cnnutruﬂtnhg sewers 4s to permit a watercloset system to supersede the
* dry " method of excrement disposal which has been maintained in the place.

It the Distriet Couneil ig to take proper action in these matters, it appears
casential that it should be kept fully informed of the day to day requirements
of the district. T have Huﬂg‘uiently indicated that the present Inspector of
Nuisances does not, and cannot, properly rm his multiple duties. It
is on every ground desirable that a skilled inspector should give his
whole time to the duties of the office. To secure such service, the
Distriet Council would have, of course, to offer a salary higher than is at









