Dr. G.S. Buchanan's report to the Local Government Board on an outbreak
of iliness at Mansfield caused by eating potted meat / [G.S. Buchanan].

Contributors

Buchanan, George Seaton, Sir, 1869-1936.
Great Britain. Local Government Board.

Publication/Creation
London : Printed for H.M.S.0O. by Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1896.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rjpdb6jn

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




2

sometimes considerable. I was unable to procure a systematic record of
temperature in any of the cases. But I heard of two adults in whom
the illness began with a rigor and a temperature of over 104’ F. in
each case. And shivering, hot skin, restlessness, and other signs of fever
were deseribed by many sufferers. In those who had a moderately severe
illness the fever lasted, as a rule, three or four days.

Nervous disturbance was indicated by intense headache (usually frontal),
giddiness, and general museular pains. Some of the medical men told me
of eases where, the gastro-enteric symptoms not being conspicuous, the acute
headache, general pains, and fever had given the onset of the illness eon-
siderable similarity to that of influenza. Trregular nervous symptoms were
reported in some instances. A woman of 50 said that she had suddenly been
attacked by giddiness, followed by almost complete blindness for several
hours. In two instances (neither a.cmmlmnjml by severe diarrhma or
collapse) a temporary loss of power in the limbs was reported. Giddiness,
unsteady gait, involuntary and museular twitchings and jerkings were heard
of in a considerable proportion of the cases. ]

Excessive thirst was always spoken of, and the Eetnianta' to and
mouths beecame very dry and parched. I saw two chil with marked
thrush, said to have come on after their illness. No skin eruptions were heard
of. 1 noticed that several persons attacked bad patches of recent herpes on
their lips. No clinical observations as to the urine of patients were obtainable,
but I was told of dark coloured and scanty urine by most of the sufferers.
No cases of suppression of urine were heard of. T did not learn of any
pulmonary complications. )

Duwration of Tliness.

Some of the atlacks had been mild, and had consisted merely of a gastro-
enteric disturbance of one or two days’ duration. But the majority of cases
had been ill for a week or longer. The usual history was one of complete
prostration, with some or all of the symptoms above, lasting three or four
days, and then a slow recovery. Diarrhwma, in particular, had frequently
continued (though less severely than at first) for a week or more after the
general illness had abated. . Headache, loss of appetite, and general weak-
ness, were still complained of by many persons whom I saw two or three
weeks after their attack. No deaths occurred among those atacked. The
worst case heard of was that of a boy who was severely ill for several weeks,
but ultimately recovered.® '

Tucubation Period.

The time which elapsed between cating the potted meat and the first sign

of illness was inquired about in each case heard of. It could not always

be determined, as in some instanees the preparation had been eaten on more
than one occasion, and in others the symptoms had been slight, and in eon-

sequence the facts about the illness had not received much attention. In 108

out of 218 cases in which a definite history was obtainable the first signs

of illness had appeared between 18 and 24 hours after eating the potted meat.

Other 64 persons had been attacked between 12 and 18 hours, nine in less

* This boy, aged 14, had an unusoally protrscted illness. 1o was attacked after ‘eati
about 2 ozs, of the potted ment. His father, mother, and s sister of 12 years, had botween them
eaten G ozs, of the same potted meat sl the same time. Boch of the latter went th n
moderately sevore attack; while o baby whe hed received o morsel wos also ill. Unlike the
others, the boy had ne diarrhea, and had not vomited during the first fow days of his illness, He
sevmed very il from the first, wasted rapidly, wns restless, sleepless, and feverish.  In the seeond
week he wes slightly delivious at night, He complained of severe headnche throughout.  With
Dir. GodErey's concurrence, I saw'this boy three wecks after his nitack. 1 then notod that he was
very weak and prosirate, with a general aspeet Jike that of s typhoid fover patient in the seeond
or third week, The nurse told me that his temperatore for li}l'e lust thres dsys hsd varjed from
aboot 101 in the morning  to about 103 at night, He was *"“i-'.hlll-}' delirious, muttering, drmmj',
and stupid.  Pulse 120, fecble and dierotous,  Faunees injected, Tongue dry and brown. Sordes
on lips. Respiration 30; o litle cough.  No rash.  Abdomen somewhat tender ; spleen Just feli.
Said to have slight diarrhom, with motions which ave naiural in coloir bot offeasive, . Uring scanty.

Boy complsins of albdominal pains and bad frontal hesdache. T learn that b gﬂqlult’- improved
after the fourth week, without further complication, I i =
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in Mansficld on February 15th or later. Purchasers of potted meat on
February 15th, at the retail shops from which the February 11th preparation
had been removed and the fresh supply substituted, remained equally free
from illness, A seeming exception oceurred, however, at the Littleworth
Co-operative Stores, in Mansfield, where potted meat bought on February
15th (after the new su{lpl;r had, for the first time, been delivered on that
day) proved just as virulent as before. : ) '

ut Mr. X.’s traveller told me that the fresh sup}ply distributed by him
on February 15th bad been taken indiscriminately from tins on Mr. X.'s
premises, the traveller himself having no means of knowing whether the
contents of any particular tin had been made on February 11th or on Fe !
14th. T ascertained subsequently that certain tins of February 11th pot
meat were still on Mr. X.’s premises on February 15th, and Mr. X, could
not account for their disposal unless they had been carried out by the
traveller on that day. Hence it seemed likely that at the Littleworth Stores
it was really potted meat of February 11th which was delivered on
February 15th as a fresh supply, and that the seeming exception was, in
fact, no exception at all.

None of the retail shopkeepers nor any of the customers had noticed
anything that they regarded as objectionable about the appearance of the
polted meat. Most, however, had had their attention attracted by its red
colour, as Mr. X.'s potted meat, they said, was not usually red. As to taste,
some persons had considered it exceptionally nice, others thought it much as
usnal, while others, again, had notieed it to be * tasteless ” or *“ mawkish” or
to * taste of copper.” It had not smelt objectionably.

Samples of the meat were hard to obtain. Those procured and sent to
Dr. Klein were :—

1. A specimen (which had been bought on February 13th), obtained by
Dr. Wills, on February 20th, from a house in Mansfield in which
persons had been attacked.

2, Specimens obtained from the Littleworth Co-operative Stores on
Februaty 24th: (A.) A portion of February 11th potted meat, part
of a supply consumed by, and causing illness in, the family of the
mauager of the stoves. (B.) A portion of the potted meat supplied to
the same stores on February 15th, to which I have above referred.
This specimen was less red than specimen (A.).

These Littleworth samples were the only specimens that could be heard of
at the time of my visit. Both had been thrown, the day before, into a dr
ash heap. Portion A. was found completely wrapped up in thick paper, but
portion B. was cut out of the centre of a mass of potied meat which was
lying among some dry einders,

Manufacture of the Tmplicated Potfed Meat.

Mr, X.'s statement with regard to the manufacture of the material was to
this effect :—Potted meat is usually made by him at the beginning of the
week from the pieces of beef in his shop which have not been sold during
the previous week. Usually he adds to the beef a small quantity of pork.
Two bullocks were killed at his slaughter-house on Febroary 4th. Both
were fat beasts and in good condition. He sold beef from these edreases up
to Monday, the 10th. On the 11th le took some of this heef that was
unsold—pieces of brisket and neck hanging up in his shop, and other pieces
set aside on the dresser—and gave them to his assistant, Y., to make into
potted meat. Mr. X. deseribed these portions of bheef as having preseunted
in every way a good appearance. At the same time he gave Y. the hocks of
two pigs to be added to the beef. These two pigs belonged to a litter of
four, all slaughtered on_his premises the previous day (February 10th).
Y., according to custom, was to boil the beef and pork, free the cooked
product from bone, minee it, add pepper and salt, and put it, with a little
gravy, into certain shallow, large and small, tins usually employed for the
purpose. Mr. X, had not witnessed the making of this particular compound,
but told me that Y. has made potted meat under his supervision for
several years, always making it in this manner. All the meat used in the
preparation, Mr. X. asserted, came from his shop as above described. Ng
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