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400 yards distant from the isolation hospital, which is not eonnected with the
system of sewerage, but drains its slop water to a cesspool ten yards from the
building. This cesspool is said to be water-tight, and the sewage is pumpe
up and removed periodically. Excrement disposal is by means of one eartl
clI:nset for the whole establishment ; the closet is situated close to the sid
door just outside the hospital itself. The outbuildings include an ambulance
shed in which is kept an ambulance—a converted cab—a wood and coal shed,
and a fowl house. There is no mortuary nor disinfecting chamber. The
laundry work is done inside the house in a scullery, and there is no separate
means for washing the linen of the nurses. The * hospital” itself comprises,
four apartments on the ground floor, four on the first floor, and two on the
speond floor.  Those on the ground floor are the kitchen, the SE.'LII]E{I)' or wash-
house, and two rooms one of whieh is used as a sitting room for the nurses,
the other is said to be available, if necessary, as a warid for one case, but it is
seldom or never used for that purpose. Onthe flrst floor are two rooms use_d
as wards, one with one bed, the other with two; between these two wards is
a bathroom with a movable bath on wheels. At the back are two a
ments, one with two beds used as a nurses” sleeping room, and the otheras the
caretaker’s bedroom. At the top of the house are two wards, with part
sloping ceilings, in each are two beds. The following table gives the
measurements of the above-named apartments on each floor.

Ground Floor.—Four apartments (and a small pantry) :—

1. Nurses' sitting room (at the front) - e S T
2. Qccasional ward, for one bed (at the front) - 13 x 8 %7 4"
3. The kitchen (at the back) - - - 12 x OE"xT 6"
This is the living room of the ecaretaker,

and all the cooking of the establishment

is done here.
4. Wash-house and seullery (at the back) - A% B

Firgt Floor.~Four rooms and bathroom :—

1. Front ward, No. 1, one bed - - = A0 e O RO
2, i No. 2, two beds - - = 18" wI1T B TbE
3. Bathroom at front, between two wards PO | " 00 T
4. Caretaker’s bedroom, at back - - 138" x1) ¥ x7T o

5. Nurses’ bedroom (two beds) - - - - 13 6“x10° X7 6"
Seeond Floor.—Two wands ;:—

1. First ward (with two beds) - - s Lt IR
2. Second ward (with two beds) - - oo LR g bl

The hospital has, nominally, seven beds for sick cases, viz., four on the
top storey and three on the first floor. Under cirenmstances of great
pressure, as has been stated, a bed could be put upin the room on the
ground floor for another case. The seven beds in the four ward-rooms have
among them a total cubic space amounting to about 4,600 feet, or less than
700 cubic fect per bed. The walls of the hospital are distempered, and this
is stated to be remewed on each ocecasion the hospital is free of patients,
Clothing, bedding, &e. is disinfected by means of fumigation by burning
sulphur in one of the empty wards. Ventilation of the wards is by means
of windows, doors, and fireplaces, no other special provision being made.
None of the corners of the woodwork or projections have been rounded off.
The walls and foundations appeared free from dampness at the time of my
visit. The slop water from the geullery sink-pipe delivers in the open over
an earthenware trapped gully, and passes thence to the cesspool. The
bath waste-pipe diseharges also over a similar trapped gully, and the contents
ave conveyed thence by pipes to the cesspool. Rain water from the roof
pusses by the downfall pipes to an underground cistern, and is used for washing
purposes.

The permanent residents at the hospital are a man and his wife, the latter
acting as caretaker and as cook when there are patients in the building ; the
former acts as porter, and zives zencral help as required. The woman
receives 85, per week and 1s extra per head per week for each ease under
isolation in the hospital.  The man gets 135, per week. Nurses have been
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starey, the enteric ease being in one af the rooms on the first floor up to his
discharge on November 19th.  On December 17th Nurse Maddox complained
of illness, and her case was shortly after recognised as enteric fever. She
died of the disease on December 29%h. During the time she was ill there
were four other nurses in the hospital, two nursing the scarlatina cases and
twe attending to Nurse Maddox herself.  Shortly before the latter died, her
sister and a lady friend ecame to the hospital, and remained there several
nights, to be with the dying nurse. The accommaodation in the hospital only
affects to provide for nine persons, but at the end of December there were
13 residing there, not including the two caretakers, who left the hospital on
December 20th, under cireumsiances about to be mentioned. It is asserted
that during November and December the then caretakers neglected their
duties ; that they bebaved rudely and insolently to the nurses, and allowed
tiie kitchen to become dirty. It is also stated that on several occasions
these two caretakers (husband and wife) came back from Sevenoaks
in a drunken eondition, and were viclent and abusive., The nurses thus
found it impossible to hold communication with them, and began, some
time in the first fortnight in December (the exact date I could not ascertain)
to cook their own food, and that of the patients, in the front sitting room ;
and, rather than ask assistance from the caretakers, they also did washing and
rough work in the hospital. It formed part of the male caretaker's duty to
empty the receptacle of the earth closet daily, but this, it is stated, he latterly
neglected to do, and the closet became a source of grave nuisance ; another
duty he had to perform, was to remove the utensil containing the typhoid
excretn, lianded to him by the nurse, and bury the contents, to which
carbolic acid had been added, ia the garden, But he merely emptied these
discharges out upon the surface of the ground, near the house, and did not
even cover them up with soil. This filth lying near the house created
nuisance. The cesspocl near the hospital (only ten yards away) had
formerly been emptied by him when necessary, but it became too full in
December, and, 1 am informed, that the contents overflowed on to the sur-
face of the ground. The cesspool was properly emptied by a contractor on
January Gth, 189G, but it is said that during December its condition gave
rise to complaints. The male caretaker was kept supplied with carbolie
powder, chloride of lime, and quick lime, for use in the receptacle of the
earth eloset, and for sprinkling on the ground, &e., when the cesspool was
empticd. But during December, if not earlier, he seems to have made
little, if any, use of these substances. The existence around the hospital of
the filth nuisances deseribed, caused offensive smells to pervade the whole
building during December, and obviously involved considerable risk of injury
to health. 'T'he nurses during this period suffered from sore throat, vomit-
ing, and purging. Added to these troubles and disecomforts, the chimneys
smoked, the bedding was insufficient, and the necessary articles of glass
and crockery were too few. The grievances of the nursing staff at last
became so insupportable, that complaint was made to the Chairman of the
Sevenoaks Urban Sanitary Committee, who is a medical practitioner and who
was then attending at the hospital on two of his own cases suffering from
zearlatina.  He at once brought the complaints of the nurses before the
Committee and that body on December 18th called upon the two offendin
caretakers to resign. This resignation took place on December 20th an
the carctakers then left the hospital receiving a month's wages in lien of
notice. Two new ecaretakers, hu?ﬁmm and wife, were engaged and began
their duties on December 21st, but they did not sleep at the hospital owing
to its then overcrowded condition. They took up residence there at the
beginning of the present year. Nurse Maddox, it is stated, never assisted
in nursing ihe enteric fever case which was in the hospital during November,

The above statement of the events that preceded the death of Nurse
Maddox shows—

1, That the Sevenoaks Urban Hospital which has no means for the
isolation at one and the same time of two different infectious fevers
was improperly used for that purpose last November.

2. That its sanitary condition in December was calculated to favour the
spread of filth diseases, sucli as enterie fever and diarrhoea.









