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14 REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF MINES.

The following report of the judgment is taken from * The Times,” 21st Janunary 1887,

Lord Coleridge said he was of opinion that the decision of the magistrates was wrong,
and that tliey ought to have convieted. The question put in the case must be answered in
the contrary way to that in which the magistrates had decided it, and they had decided it
wrongly. He was clearly of opinion that a linen or cotton bag was not a “case” within
the meaning of this Act. The object of the rules and requirements of the Act was to
protect human life and to prevent danger of explosion. It was to give effect to true rules
of construction to hold that the werds  case™ or “canister ™ explained one another, and
that * case ” meant something in the nature of a canister, something solid and substantial,
and fitted to resist ignition from a spark or other accidental cause, becanse that was the
ohject of the Act, and in so construing the terms of the Act they were construing it according
to its object. He was clearly of opinion that the magistrates were wrong in holding that a
linen or catton bag conld be within the Act, and that they ought to have convicted and
must proceed to convict the defendants. i

Mr. Justice Grove entirely concurred. It would never, he said, have occurred to his
mind that a “ case” meant & bag. 1f *case™ might mean & Jinen or cotton bag, it might
mean & paper bag or a handkerchief—which would be liable to the most imminent danger
of explosion from a spark, especially such hard, sharp sparks as emanated from the
workings of mines. To construe the words otherwise would he to construe them contrary
to the whole object of the Act, and the plain meaning to be derived from the context in
which the words were used. There were no words which might not, by taking them out
of their context, be made to mean the direct contrary of what was intended. And the
whole objeet of the Act would be defeated and destroyed by that mode of construction. The
true question was : What was the sense in which the words were used in this Act? He was
clearly of opinion that the word “case” meant in this Act something hard and solid in
its nature, which would prevent the danger of ignition by an accidental spark—as a “ case
or canister ™ in that sense would, but a cotton bag wonld not.

The ease was thercfore sent back to the magistrates to conviet. They then imposed
fines of 25 Gd. and refused to allow costs; but as the defendants had to pay the costs
of the appeal in London, they were in reality heavily mulcted for the fatal breach
of the law.

Great Manod. —On visiting this mine in November 18585 I found a calico bag containing
4 Ibs. of gunpowder lying upon a partly burnt eandie.

Rushen.—In 1385 the owner of this mine was fined 17, for not providing adeguate
ventilation. When visiting the mine last year I found men working in some stopes where
my candle went out completely when I held it upright. The agent admitted to me that
the men had been working for three weeks in this noxious atmosphere.

Snmedon.—On the 20th June 1885 1 sent a notice to the agent of the lessor, the Dowager
Lady Williams Bulkeley, begging him to fence three pits. Lady Bulkeley’s solicitors
rephed, * We will see that the matter 1s duly attended to.”” On the 5th July 1885 I had
an interview with Mr. Bunn, the lessee, and he also promised that fences should be erected.

On the 21st April 1886 nothing had been done; however, as soon as legal proceedings
were commenced, Lady Bulkeley's agent set men to work in earnest and the pits were
speedily fenced. They are all close 1o one of the most frequented paths up Snowdon, and
one of them, a huge chasm, was specially dangerous to tourists,

Wrysgan.—In December 1884 1 found gunpowder being taken into the mine in calico
bags. 1 at onee gave the company notice in writing to abandon this practice and the
sporctary promised immediate attention.  Finding in November 1855 that the use of the calico
bag had not been entirely discontinued, it seemed to me desirable to enforce the law by a
prosecution.

In July 1885 I gave the company notice in writing to fence a dangerous underground
travelling rond in three places; after the lapse of more than four months two of the places
were still unfenced.

In addition to these eight prosecutions 1 may mention two others which related to events
that took place in 1586, but which do not appear in my list as the summonses were not
heard till this year.

Bugail.—0On the 1st October last I met a lad carrying 4 lbs, of gunpowder in a calico
bag nto the underground workings, and a few weeks afterwards 1 found that
gunpowder was conveyed underground in a canister containing 8 or O Ibs. In spite of
two copies of the Abstract of the Aet being posted up on the premises, and of my notices
in wnting that only 4-1b. canisters should be used, the agent professed ignorance of the






16 REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF MINES.

The plan and section of Mynydd Gorddu mine are at the Home Office, and plans of
Pennant and Kirkmichael mines uu;{:;ht to be sapplied. The others were all small mines not
ordinarily employing 12 persons below ground.

Considering L%m state of the metal market, my district may be congratulated upon the
mumber of new mines started or of old mines revived in 15886, viz. .—

Cardiganshire— Bwlchgywn, Cwmbrwyno, Kingside, Llwynteify, Penrhiw and Ystumtuen,
Talybont, Temple, Tyllwyd and Gelli-arian.

Uarnarvonshive.—Aberllyn, Benallt, Gorlanfarchog, Rhiw.

Denbighshire.—Nant-y-plwm, True Blue, Westminster,

Flintshire — Hopeful, West Halkin.

Mevionetheshive—Artro, Crafnant, Cwm Myuvach, Diplhwys, Graig ucha, Lletty Walter,
Mynydd Llanbedr, Penisarcwm, -

Montgomeryshive.—Penclyn.

The most important mining event in my district last vear has been the working of a deposit
of carbonate and silicate of manganese near Barmouth and Harlech, in Merionethshire. The
ore occurs in the form of a bed or seam, interstratified among rocks of Cambrian age, and
varying from a few inches to three or four feet in thickness ; the average thickness is 12 to
18 inches. The per-centage of metallic manganese varies from 20 to 32, and the ore is sent to
Mostyn and Darwen for the manufacture of spiegeleisen and ferromanganese. The f.lnnut.it}r
of ore produced in 1886 amounted to 11,256 tons, worth 7,897, and the output for this year
will probably be very much greater. It is gratifying to me to record the birth of a new
mining industry, and to be able to state that the bed has been traced over a considerable
area, and that the existence of large stores of the novel kind of ore has been proved beyond
doubt.

Ventilation—In my last report I dwelt at some length upon the subject of ventilation,
and my experience of this year confirms my opinion that it will be impossible for me to
secure a thoroughly sufficient air supply in all working places unless the first general rule is
made more definite and stringent.

Barracks for workmen.—The reply often made to me when I complain of bad ventilation
in a stufly vise or end is : “The air here is nothing like so bad as you would find it in the
men's bedrooms,” | have therefore taken the opportunity of examining some of the barracks,
where men whose homes are distant find it convenient to live from the Monday to the
Saturday. There are undouhtedly cases of overcrowding, and I thought it my duty to call
the attention of Mr. Hugh Rees, medical officer of health for the district, to the barracks at
Rhosydd quarry, at the head of an ont-of-the-way valley near Festiniog. He agreed with
me that it was not right that there shovld be searcely 200 eubic feet of space per man in
rooms used for sleeping, taking meals, and keeping provisions and coal. 1 have left the
matter in his hands. The men were paa/ly all sleeping two in a bed, and some of the rooms
were dark, with o bad floor and an in:ifferent roof,

While blaming the Rhosydd Company for the manner in which they have been housing
their men, [ must not fail to mention an instance of an opposite kind. At some barracks
built by Mr. Dunlop for the Oukeley quarries, each wan has his own sleeping room, separate
from a central refectory; and there is an air of comfort and decency which contrasts
favourably with the untidy and dirty appearance of the rooms at Rhosydd. These barracks
are more in accordanee with my ideas of what is due from an employer to his workmen.

Prevention of Crane Accidenis.—DMy list shows one fatal and three non-fatal accidents
with cranes, and in 1855 the pumber of casuaities was greater. As a rule, these accidents
happen while lowering blocks, when a pawl cannot be used. The man sometimes loosens
his hold too soon, thinking that a block which has reached the ground is resting firmly,
instend of which the block lurches a little, and a slight movement of the chain, multiplied
by the gearing, causes the crane-handle to fly round violently and inflict a severe or fatal
biow. In order to prevent these aceidents, Mr. Edward Hughes, of Maentwrog, proposes to
drive the barrel by a worm, and so prevent any uniotentional movement of the crane,
Though there is a certain loss of speed, this is compensated by gain in safety and in power,
and t?n: invention deserves the attention of quarry owners.

Conveyance and thawing of Dymamile, fe.—1 frequently have to complain of dynamite
and similar explosives being taken underground without any proper substantial case. A

per box is considered sufficient by many miners ; and I have seen dynamite stowed away
in 4 worn-out shoe and in an old teapot. I fear I shall not be able to enforce the use of
gecnre cases until some of the managers have been pmmuﬁad,.
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