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more serious in view of the fact that storm-water is exeluded from them,
and of the circumstance that the sewers themselves are in the greater
wart of the District laid with but little fall, and are therefore especially
iable to favour the deposit of contents. How far defects of sewerage
arrangement of the above kinds, which are general, have had to do with
the general distribution of Diphtheria and Enteric Fever, I am unable to
say, since the fact that a large number of houses altogether escaped attack
from those diseases, though exposed to the same deleterious influences, must
not be omitted from econsideration. Loeally, however, a very strong belief
prevails that the dizeases in question have been caused by faulty sewer
conditions. Thus, in several instances, particular sewer-ventilators at the
street level were accused of having cansed both Diphtheria and Enteric Fever, it
having been noticed that they became especially offensive in hot and

wenther, and people having stated that they had been obliged to keep their
windows shut when indoors, and to put their handkerchiefs to their noses
when passing these openings. The ventilators of which such complaint was

made were either very near the houses where the cases oceurred, or were
\'Enbilﬂ.tﬂl‘:;cffaﬁﬂﬂﬂ by persons attacked. Local evidence of a certain sort
was addu ns to influence of certain of the sewer ventilators: as, for

instance, that a child stood over a particular ventilator for half an hour, and
was attacked with Diphtheria two days afterwards; and again, that a girl,
contrary to habit, traversed on her way to school a in which was
placed an especially foul-smelling ventilator, and was seized with Enteric
Fever a couple of weeks afterwards.

(IL) Water-supply.—As at the date of Mr. Radeliffe’s inspection, the
Tottenham wmer—su]: oly is from three sources, viz., the New River Company,
the East London Water Company, and the Local Board's waterworks.
Sinee 15873 some of the Hast London water has been delivered by gravitation
to the Loeal Board's pumping station, the * Land-water” supply has been
altogether ent off, the bore-hole at the * Hale well ™" has been g&epﬂnﬂﬂ, and
the borings at “ Longwater” have been extended further into the chalk.
With the exception of a small [Enrt of the Distriet which is supplied on
the constant system by the East London Water Company, the water-supply
of Tottenham iz intermittent. As a result, water cisterns abound, and in
many of them water is stored under unwholesome conditions. Fraguanﬂ}
a single cistern affords water both for drinking and for closet flushing
purposes ; and this common cistern is often so placed as to favour the impreg-
nation of the contained water with emanations from the closet.®

Many honses where Enteric Fever had oceurred were provided with cisterns
faulty in the above sense.

There ig also evidence of deficient Eumpiﬂg power, since the cisterns of
closets placed on the upper floors of houses frequently run dry. (I under-
stand, however, that this is to be remedied.)

(IIL.) House Dreinage.—The result of my examination of about 120 houges
in which Diphtheria and Enteric Fever had prevailed was the following : —

In rather under 20 per cent. of those in whieh Diphtheria had prevailed did
I find any definite defects of house drainage, whereas about per cent.
of those in which Enteric Fever had existed showed marked deficiencies in
this respect. The contrast between these relative proportions merits notice.
The defects in house-drainage referred to as associated with Enteric Fever
comprised improper disposal ; want of trapping and of disconnection of waste-
pipes ; broken and disused slop gullies ; want of proper ventilation of house-
drains, including faulty construction and position of soilpipe ventilators.

(IV.) Disposal of Refuse.—The method of refuse disposal throughout the
District ealls for comment.  In many places no ashpits exist, but house refuse is
thrown, mixed with vegetable material, on the ground. Many of the existing
ashpits are too close to houses, badly and improperly construeted, often
uncovered, and not infrequently dilapidated. Secavenging is undertaken by
the Authority, but only six carts are in use; hnusehﬂ]dgera complained to me

¥ A more or less ineflicient ® check valve ™ is the only means, in most instances, of preventing
the aecess of elosct air to the water,















