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Newsham Frecholds is a small village consisting of two rows of workmen's dwellings,
built on the “flat " system, each house of two stories being divided into four two-

roomed tenements. %
In the colliery villages comprised within the West Ward the usual arrangement of :{

miners cottages in long rows is to be found. These appear to be of a fair class, and

certainly with respect to air space, they present, as a rule, a pleasing contrast to the: o

i
i

crowded and eonfined dwellings to be found in the Hast Ward, _ k-
In consequence of the recent improvement in trade, it is stated that there isat _
present a considerable amount of over-crowding in Waterloo and Cowpen Quay. A
.

TI1.— Water Supply.—The water supply for the West Ward is mainly derived from
the waterworks cﬁa{rucmd by the apniftnry Authority, under a Provisional Order
cranted in 1875. The water is obtained parily from springs and partly from a

athering ground situated near Hepscott, at a distance of seven miles from Cowp
t is conveyed in a T-inch main to Bebside, where it is passed through a filter, consist-
ing of 2 feet each of rubble, gravel, and sand, and thence into a covered service
reservoir, having a eapacity of 300,000 gallons. This water is said to be of excellent e
quality. It is distributed as a rule to the back yards of houses, and the supply is _':-_&.
stated to be constant. There are, however, no means provided for the introduetion of F. %
[

fresh air into the pipes during temporary intermissions. _ w
Cowpen village is supplied from a surface well situated at the roadside. i
Bebside Colliery village (population 1,640) is su{])plied with water from the colliery. L

This 18 drawn from a.%ept,h of 100 fathoms, and is said chiefly to conszist of water b

from freestone strata situated at a depth of 60 fathoms. There are numerous work- ";
ings above the level from which the water is drawn, and as there are some 250 men o
employed in the Eit, besides a number of horses, the danger of animal pul]ptqun mnst ¥
be very great. The water is pumped into a large wooden tank, from which it is passed '

into an iron boiler, and from thence through a filter of sand, gravel, and charcosl to
stand-pipes. These stand-pipes are in many instances at considerable distances from
one another, thereby entailing a great deal of labour in fetching and carrying. '

In addition to the fresh-water sapply a number of the houses in Waterloo and
Cowpen Quay are furnished with underground rain-water tanks, which in some
instances have become a source of nuisance from the leakage into them of excremental
filth from the neighbouring privy middens, and in other cases from their being used
as receptacles for slops.

]
IV.—Bewerage and Dvainage.—The Cowpen Local Board have themselves executed
no sewerage works. Cowpen Quay and Waterloo have been sewered throughout by 3
the Croft Estate Trustees. The sewage of Cowpen Quay is discharged by means of
three outfalls into the River Blyth, and by two into “The Gut.” The Waterloo
sewers have eight outfalls into the Slake. Newsham Freeholds are sewered hr
sanitary pipes, which ﬂiachm‘%‘e into a cesspool with an overflow into “The Gut.”
Bebside and Cowpen village have been sewered by the Tynemouth Rural Banitary
Authority, and in most of the other parts of the district lengths of sewer have been
laid down by private owners. None of the sewers, with the exception of those laid
down by the Rural Sanitary Authority, have any means whatever of ventilation, and
as the district is extremely flat, and the outfalls of the sewers are below high-water
mark, the pressure from the tidal water, which is said in the cases of some of the
sewers to fill them entirely, must cause the discharge of sewer air in dangerous
proximity to houses. A number of houses at Kitty Brewster were noticed which
were without any means of drainage. The only connexion between the houses and
the public sewers is fortunately in most instances effeeted by means of a slop sink in
the backyard. In some cases, however, sinks which are in direct communication with
the unventilated sewers are situated in kitchens or back passages of the houses. In
one house a connexion of this kind was noticed in which there had been two cases of
enteric fever a short time previous to my visit. It is probably unnecessary to add
that, as the Sanitary Authority have not seen the necessity for ventilating the public
sewers, no provision has been made for the ventilation of private drains.

No means appear to have been adopted to drain the subsoil, and, in consequence, in
many of the streets the cellars are very wet, and in some instances were, at the time
of my visit, at least half full of water.

The tidal creek, known as * The Slake,” which forms the boundary between the Loeal
Board Districts of Blyth and Cowpen, is at present a source of considerable nuisance.
At every ebb tide a large expanse of mud is left bare, upon which are deposited the
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Examples might have been obtained where the circumstanees were nearly, if not quite,
as bad in other parts of the town. Many of the middens are of enormous size, one I
measured being of such an area that, taking the average rainfall at 27 inches, it would,

quite irrespective of slops and other liquid thrown into it, receive nearly 4,000 gallons

of rain per year, whilst it had a cubical eapacity of nearly 700 feet, !

The Sanitary Authority have done little or nothing beyond ecausing a few middens
to be roofed over to limit the evils resultin from this system, and in some
property which has been recently erected the middens are so constructed as to embody

many of the worst faults already noticed as existing in the older ones. The pit was of

large size, with the closet discharging into it at the farthest point from the door where
the ashes are thrown in, and although this midden had been roofed, it was sunk below
the level of the surrounding soil, and was in consequence flooded with sloppy refuse.

This state of things being so universal, it would seem almost invidious to single out
any as examples; but probably the arrangements to be found in Clive Street, York
Street, Sonlshy Street, and Wanley Street in the town distriet, and Kitty Brewster in
the country district, are amongst the worst in the district. The Eﬂ&?angi.nﬁ is per-
formed by the Local Board, the ashpits being emptied as they become full; but, as
they are at present constructed, the emptying of them is stated to lead to a greater
nuisance from the consequent exposure of walls, impregnated and plastered with exere-
ment and filth, to the sun and rain, than the leaving them filled with ashes and refuse.
In such blocks of houses as are unfurnished with back roads, notably in some of the
strects above mentioned, the refuse has either to be carried through the houses or
wheeled through the covered passages leading from the backyards. The filth so
removed is stated to be then heaped on the roadway—a whole street being done at
once by the seavengers—in readiness for the cart men when they think fit to appear.
It may readily be imagined that the inhabitants are not, under the circumstances, very
anxious to have their receptacles eleaned out. The Local Board possess no regular
depdt for the refuse obtained from the middens, and, in consequence, it is frequently
disposed of in most objectionable places. At the present time it is being deposited in
the Slake near the railway, and on the raised surface so obtained bwlding may, at
some future time, possibly take place, and hence there is a fear that this material,
which contains a large amount of excreta and vegetable refuse, may some day
constitute the foundation of dwelling-houses,

The staff employed by the Sanitary Authority for this duty is apparently too small,
as a short time previous to my visit a temporary increase of the number of persons
employed had been found necessary, in order to overtake the work.

VI.—S8laughier- Houses.—There are said to be six slaughter-houses in the distriet,
none of which are either registered or licensed. In some instances they are situated
in cloge proximity to houses, and have no water laid on into the slaughter-house itself.
The offal and refuse are thrown into the middens. At the time of my visit a
slanghter-house was noted in Black Boar Street from which blood was running into
the roadway. The byelaws of the Sanitary Authority with regard to this subject do
not appear to be enforced in any particular.

VIL—Common Lodging-Houses.—These are two in number. They are registered
and inspected by the police. One, the largest, was found to be in a most abominable
condition—the rooms dirty and over-crowded. This house, which is at present licensed
for 75 lodgers, has, according to the surveyor of the Sanitary Authority, only accom-
modation for 43, taking 300 feet as the minimum space per bed. Some of the rooms
at the top of the house were unprovided with any means for ventilation, and the
smell and stuffiness were sickening. The out offices were also found to be in & most
disgusting state of filth, the closets discharging into a sloppy midden, which in its
turn was . juxta-position to the walls of an adjoining dwelling-house.
~ YUL—General Sanitary Administration.~The Local Government Act was adopted
in 1864 for that portion of the district known as Waterloo and Cowpen Quay. The
district was extended in 1868 so0 as to include the village of Newsham Freeholds, and
i vamiunallﬂrdar wag granted in 1881 by which the whole of the township of
Cowpen was ineluded within the Cowpen Urban Sanitary District. This district as
formed up to 1881 is known as the East Ward, and that portion added in 1851 as the
West Ward.

Cowpen was inspected by Dr. Airy in 1872 in consequence of the marked pre-
valence of “fever” during the preceding year. In his report he called attention to

(1) the polluted water supply, (2) the want of sewer ventilation, (3) the defective system
of excrement disposal and removal, and (4) the want of hpspital accommodation,
Since that time the Sanitary Authority have provided an abundant water supply,
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