Dr. F.W. Barry's report to the Local Government Board on the general
sanitary condition of the Howdon urban district / [Fred. W. Barry].

Contributors

Barry, Frederick W. 1850-1897.
Great Britain. Local Government Board.

Publication/Creation
[London] : [Eyre and Spottiswoode for H.M.S.0.], [1883]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/mpxfcuqg5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




2

5. — Ezevement and Refuse disposal—Exerement and refuse is disposed of by means
of eommon uncomred'%;fvy mﬂdcna. All are built on the same faulty prineiples,
that is to say, there is no means for the proper mingling of ashes with the excreta,
and as they are all more or less sunk below the level of the surrounding ground, and
are unroofed, they receive both rain and subsoil water, and the offensive effluvium
consequent upon rapid decomposition is thereby insured. The middens are of such a
size as to favour the accumulation of large heaps of refuse, and at times are in close
proximity to houses, under bedroom windows, &e. B

The byelaws preseribe a minimum instead of a maximum capacity, directing that
the middens should be of sufficient size to contain the ashes and refuse of 14 da
aceumulation; but in one that had been recently erected I found the dimensions to
6 feot % 4 feet, 6 inches X 4 feet, this giving a capacity of 108 cubic feet, equal to 12 cart-
loads, manifestly more than a fortnight's accumulation. This midden, which is situated
10 feet from the windows of the house, was so constructed that in addition to the
rain falling directly upon it it received all that fell upon the roof of an adjoining wash-
house, which had an arvea of 56 square feet. Taking the average mlmfall at 27 inches,
this midden would receive over 1,000 gallons of water from this source alone per
AT,

The Authority undertake the cleansing of these middens as they become full, the
rafuse being shovelled out into the middle of the street and then taken away in carts.
The total cost of the scavenging in 1881-52 was 081 Gs. Bd. o

There are no common lodging-houses or slaughter-houses in this district.

6. —General Sanitary Administration.—The Local Government Act was adopted in
Howdon in 1864, at which time the district was only 94 acres in extent, the present
increase of size being due to the reclamation of land effected by the Tyne Commis-

BlOTIETS.
The following loans have been sanctioned since the establishment of the Board :—
£
1865 -- - - - 300 For general purposes.
1868 - - - - 300 do.
1881 - - - - 450 For construction of culvert.

The Medical Officer of Health receives a salary of 71 10s. per annum. He lives at
Humshaugh, in the Hexham Union, 26 miles from his distriet, and his duties appear
to have been chiefly performed by one or other of his assistants acting as his ty.
No portion of his salary is paid out of the parliamentary grant. He has hitherto
received no return of births or deaths ccenrring in the district. He reports monthly as
to any cases of infectious disease which may have occurred, but hitherto no annual
report has been furnished, and beyond recommendations as to the emptying of ashpits
and the application of chloride of lime to masses of filth, little advice appears to have
been given. As there is no provision in the distriet for the isolation of persons suffer-
ing from infectious diseases, or for the efficient disinfection of infected articles, it is,
of course, impossible for him to take any effective action for limiting the spread of

‘epidemics when such oceur.

The Inspector of Nuisances, who is also Surveyor and Collector, receives for the
combined offices a salary of 201 per annum. His ideas of the sanitary requirements
of this district are of the most primitive deseription, his chief anxiety apparently
being to secure the sealing of all drains and sewers, and the provision of privy-
middens that shall be * large enough.”

Byelaws with regard to (1) the management of business, (2) new streetz and
buildings, (3) street cleansing and removal of refuse, &c., and (4) common lodging-
houses have been in force since 1864. Those relating to streets and buildings are
extremely defective, scarcely any points being defined, but everything left to the
discretion of the Local Board or their Surveyor.

7.—Mortalify Statistics.—In the appended table I have given the mortality statistics
for the Howdon Urban Sanitary District for the 10 years ending 1882, 5
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