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told, open drains, wide and offensive, traversed the main street of the town,
but wa}':a replaced several years since by 18-inch brick culverts. These are,
however, intended for highway purposes only.

The privy in common use is vided with a vault beneath the seat, some
four feet in depth, allowing large accumulation of excrement, which is
removed, perhaps, once a year. oy _

A large weekly market for cattle, sheep, and pigs, is held in the market
place, and in the absence of any system of scavenging and of a dpmparl]r
paved surface, is a perpetual source of nuisance to the neighbourhood.

6. The dwelling-houses of the labouring class are mostly four-roomed,
well built and ventilated, and not overcrowded.

For the rest, although the village as a whole presents an appearance of
neatness and cood order, a result, doubtless, of the frequent supervision of
the sanitary officers and the abatement of ordinary nuisances of the obtrusive
kind, the sanitary condition of Donington cannot be pronounced satisfactory,
owing mainly to the need for a proper system of sewage disposal.

7. Cowley's Endowed Schools constitute a distinetive feature of ]}m‘;ii:llflun,
and eomprise five separate institutions for the free education of children
resident within the parish. The buildings oceupy a fine and open site just
outside the town, and are in three blocks, forming two gides of a square.
Two of the blocks, containing one the Upper Girls' and Elementary Girls®
Schools and the other the Infant School, are modern buildings, with the clase-
rooma open to the roof. The third block contains the Grammar School, on
the ground floor, and above an Elementary Boys' School, and is of older date,
having been erected in 1719, :

The whole of the class-rooms are well ventilated and afford ample eubic
space to each pupil. HEarth closets are in use, save at the Grammar School
block, where there are common vault privies. Otherwise the premises are
in excellent sanitary order. Children remain in the Infant School up to the
age of seven, when they are drafted to the elementary schools.

8. Prior to this most recent outbreak, Donington had for three or four
vears past been free from scarlatina. The last outbreak was in the summer
of 1878, about a dozen families being then attacked between July and October,
including altogether 20 cases without deaths. There was no extension on
this oceasion beyond the town itself ; the schools were not eloged, and do not
appear to have been implicated. Dir. Jollye, who gave intimation of the cases
in every instance to the sanitary officers, attributed its origin to convalescent
children sent from Boston on a visit to friends in the town.

9. On 6th July last, Mr. Stiles was asked by Dr. Jollye to see with him a
case of scarlating of so mild a character as to admit of doubt. "The child, five
years old, named Gurney, had been attending the Infant School up to date of
illness. About this ecase it may be stated that it was the earliest and only
one concerning which Dr. Jollye found himself in a position to give any
direct intimation. The circumstances under which he was materially hindered
from so doing are best indicated in the following extract from a subsequent
report by the health officer to his Authority on the subjeet of the outbreak :—

*“ Had the inhabitants,” he goes on to say, “shown half the disposition to
help us in our efforts as to complain that we caused the schools to be so long
clogsed their children might have been sent to the schools some weeks earlier.
We were not surprised at the reticence of the medical attendant, nor are we
disposed to censure him, well remembering the obloquy he encountered
on the occasion of a previous outbreak of fever in the place, for kindl
affording us information which was essential to our success in checking the
dizease.’

Meanwhile, in the same week ending July 8th, a second child going to the
Iufant School, but from a different family in the town, and a boy of 10, who
attended the Grammar School, were attacked. This boy, with two brothers
who were not attacked, lived at Donington Wykes, about 1} miles distant
from Donington. They were accompanied to and from school by their
governess, merely passing through the mein street on their way. Beyond
the school precinets there was no probable exposure to infection. This cage
was the only one to oceur among the boys at the Grammar School.
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11. No fresh outhreak was heard of until the middle of October, when two
children, sisters, attendimg the Elementary Girls’ School were attacked. At
the end of October a child attending the Infant School was taken ill of
searlatina, followed in the next few days by two others in the same family
who had also been going to the same school. The latter cases may, however,
have caught the infection at home from the earlier case.

12. Hitherto the fever prevalence had been marked by an absence of
mortality.

On Hgvemhur 15th, a child of six years, named Armstrong, daughter of a
labourer living in a single cot a short way out of the town, died of
searlatina. The mother told me that her child had come home ill from the
Infant School on November 9th; a second and only remaining child of two
years was afterwards attacked on November 17.

The next attacked in point of time was a family named Barnsdale, living
about 1} miles from Donington, the first case being a girl of seven years,
who up to her illness, November 18, had been going to the Elementary Girls’
2echool. She died on November 25. Another chiE:L aged four years, not at
school, had meanwhile been seized and died on the 29th. Two other children
were attacked.

Then on November 26th, a boy of 11, at the Elementary Boys' School,
was seized with scarlatina. The family live at Wykes Manor House, a
detached farm about 1} miles from the town. This case was followed within
the next 10 days by four others, of which one, a child of five years, died on
December 3rd.

During the same week ending December 2nd, altogether six households
were freshly attacked, five heing situated in distant and widely separate
localities from one to three miles out of Donington. In each the earliest case
was a child attending one or other of the elementary schools. In one of them,
a family named Rawson, living on the Forty Foot Bank, three miles from
Donington, a boy of eight, who had been attending the Elementary Boys' School,
nuﬂ'am% from sore-throat. Two younger children, who had never been from
home, were next attacked with scarlatina, and died on December 2nd and 3rd.

At a farmhouse, three-quarters of a mile from the town, on the Spalding
Road, oceupied by a family named Green, a boy of seven, who had been going
to the Elementary Boys' School, sickened and died December 9th. ﬁ;m
others were attacked almost immediately after him, and two, aged four and six,
died on December 6th and 9th.

In another of this group of invaded households, Thomson, living two
miles from Donington, three of the children attending the schools had suffered
from sore-throat, when a daughter, aged 12, returning after a visit to Boston
on hl)membar Gth, began to be ill of scarlatina, December 9th, and died on the
15th,

The household in the town itself consisted of a travelling hawker named
Wilson, and his family, who occupied a caravan. None of the children
were at school, but one, aged three years, was attacked with scarlatina,
and died on December 2nd. It was ascertained that this family was in
constant intercourse with one of the infected families in the town.

Within the following week, ending December 9, six households became newly
invaded, three in Donington and the others in outlying places in the parish,
in each of which the first to be attacked was a school-going child.

In two of those families where the earliest cases were of infant school
children other members were successively attacked, and still lay ill at the time
of my visit, January 19th. One family, Knowles, had lost two children from
the disease.

In view of the very unfavourable turn which had now been taken (Nov, 15—
Dee. 2) by the outbreak, and of evidence plainly showing the schools to have
again become mstrumental in its spread, in spite of most indefatigable efforts
and continuous surveillance by the sanitary officers, the whole of the schools
were closed, at the instance of Mr. Stiles, on December 2nd, a few days
antecedent to the above-mentioned group of invaded households.

Thereafter, until the close of the year, seven newly invaded families only
came under notice, four being in the town. The prevalence had subsided
completely until the week of my visit, when iwo fresh housebolds had become
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18. On leaving Spalding I left the following memorandum with the
Medical Officer of Health :—

“In regard to the question you have asked me of re-ﬂ}pening Donington
schools, I should ecincide with your view as to the desirabi ilgﬁ:f re-opening
at an early date, provided that the following conditions are observed :—

1. That, prior to re-opening, earth-closets replace the common vault

ivies at the Grammar and Elementary Boys' Schools. The caretaker
informed me that the vaults are emptied only at long intervals, not
once a year: hence a possibility of retained infection. -

“ 2. That notice be given throughout the parish for every family from
which children come to school, to be required to present a certificate
(not necessarily in first instance a medical one) on morning of re-
opening, stating whether any member, young or old, has had illness
of any kind during the outbreak. Such certificate might specify
kinds of illness from such apparently trifling causes as mumps, sore-
throat, or so-called ¢ red rash.’

“ 3. Children belonging to families having had illness to be then exeluded
until you and ﬁr.%uﬂm have visited the house.

4 Tn all cases whera sore throat, ‘red rash,” reseola, or scarlatina are
known to have oceurred, no child to be admitted without your certifi-
cate a8 to freedom from infection. Dr. Jollye may now help you in
this matter by furnishing names of families, heretofore unknown to
you, and which have been l:\rivata cases as distinet from the poor law
district sickness. From what you tell me, and from what I have had
opportunity of seeing during my inspection, I should hope that the
outbreak as such has subsided.”

[I have since had a communication from Mr. Stiles informing me that the
needful sanitary improvements have been carried out, and that the re-opening
of the schools would take place in accordance with these suggestions on
February 27th.]

I have to thank Mr. Stiles and Dr. Jollye for their kind and indispensable
aid during my inquiry, and Mr. Bollon for a plan drawn to scale and other
detailed information relating to the schools.

Movrron.

19. Learning while in Spalding that scarlatina had quite recently prevailed
at Moulton, a village five miles east of Spalding, I communicated with the
Medical Officer of Health for this division, Dr. England, and went there on
January 20th. 1 found that the prevalence had then subsided, and that the
whole of the attendant circumstances had been well investigated by Dr.
England, which his somewhat exceptional advantages as the only resident
medieal practitioner, as well as District Medical Officer and Registrar of Births
and Deaths, enabled him the more thoroughly to do.

Dr. England was good enough to furnish me with a complete list of the
affected families, from which it appears that the outbreak had been confined
to 14 households, in which 44 cases of scarlatina and searlatinal sore-throat
had ocenrred. There were no deaths. Many of these cases were of mild
character and unattended during illness.

20. The village of Moulton is situated about the centre of a peculiarly long
and narrow parish of this name, and extends for some distance on both sides
of a road crossing from Moulton railway station to the Spalding and Holbeach
tun:gxke. The population is nearly 800. The schools are three in number ;
the Grammar School, an Endowed Lower School for Boys, and a Board School.
The daily average attendance at this latter is 86. Owing to facilities of
school attendance in elosely adjoining localities, children do not come from
any great distance beyond the village.

21. Moulton had, so far as is known, been free from scarlatina for two
years until the 11th November last, when a young man named Hitcheock
came from Terrington, in the neighbouring Wisbech union, with ulcerated
throat, for which he consulted Dr. England. During the fortnight he
remained in Moulton he lodged at his mother’s house.

On November 25th a boy of seven, named Simpson, son of the groom at the
Vicarage, attending the Board School, began in scarlatina.









