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1 think if much slaughtering were earried on there, especially of gg;ﬂ. it
would cause a nuisance.” As a result, the Sanitary Authority refused the
licence which had been applied for, but a [&Jﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬂtﬂ communication was conveyed
to Mr. Scott, the oecupier, from the Health Committee, to the effect that so
long as he continued to slanghter withont nuisance his business would not be
interfered with. This arrangement, if so it may be called, continned until
the antumn of 1887, some 30 sheep and two oxen being slaughtered on the
premises weekly, when in October, in consequence of the renewed complaints,
some of which, s already stated, reached the Board, proceedings were taken
against Mr. Scott for slanghtering without licence, and a conviction obtained.

Meanwhile the Sanitary Autherity had decided against the erection of a

ublic abattoir, and now, no doubt, Mr. Seott, although allowed the use of his
Emther's licensed premises at Seacombe, some two miles distant, was put to con
siderable inconvenience. An agitation to secure for him the licence that had
been denied was commenced, and the subject was again before the Samitary

Authority in June 1888, Mr. Salmon, the Surveyor, then advised the
Authority unequivoeally against the granting of a licence. In answer to
questions put to him he stated that he had never said that Mr. Scott's
premises were in every way suitable for a licence. “ He said they were in an
* gvercrowded neighbourhood, and if for no other reason, they were totally
* ynsnitable.” The Medical Officer of Health, on the other hand, stated that
he had never found the slaughter-house in question to cause any nuizance,
and, asked whether he considered the situation suitable, declined, with the

isgion of the Chairman, to answer. It will be remembered, however, that
ie had already reported the situation to be objectionable, so that it cannot be
said that the Authority were left with imperfect information. At any rate,
it was decided by a majority of eight to five to grant the licence. This was
on June 7th, and on J vu;ll:,r Tth (after the mext meeting of the Authority) the
licence duly signed was forwarded to Mr. Scott.

The evidence is conflicting as to whether slaughtering was commenced on
the earlier or the later of these two dates, and the point is considered by the
complainants as of im]:rartmmc,, gince two of the cages of typhoid fever, alleged
to be due to emanations from the slaughter-house, made their appearance
previous to July Tth. Mr. Seott, it appears, on June 8th wrote to the Clerk
to the Sanitary Authority asking if he were then at liberty to use his slanghter-
house, and receiving what he considered an undecided reply, resolved, s0 he
affirms, to wait for the licence. In this statement he is supported by his
slaughterman, an apprentice, the person who received garbage from his
glanghter-house, and a monthly nurse employed at the time in his honse. On
the other hand, his next door neighbour, Mr. Dolan, whose wife sickened of
typhoid fever on July 3rd, is positive that slaughtering commenced on

une 12th, and produces notes which purport to be a daily record of
slanghtering from June 12th to July 2nd, which are said to have been
taken at the time by a shopwoman in his employment, and are vouched for
by her. The amount of stock bought by Mr. SBeott at this time appears to
have been from 30 to 50 sheep per week, and gome three oxen.

The shop and dwelling-house, the former large and commodious, stand as
part of a row of shops and dwellings in Victoria Road, the main street of
New Brighton. The height of the houses here is about 32 feet from the
ground level, and the premises at the back have become by successive
additions much confined. 'The space from the rear main walls to the back lane
measures on an average some 40 feet, but the greater part of this is now
covered by various outbumildings; some being extensions from the houses
in their original construction, and others stables, sheds, &c., put up for trade
purposes. Taking eight houses of this row, of which Mr. Scott's is the
fifth, from Mason BStreet corner downwards, the following figures show
approximately the amount of yard space that would have been available had
the area from the main walls remained vacant, and the open space that
actually exists.

No. 1. Area at rear from main walls to back lane, 1,400 square feet.
Uncovered yard spaces at rear, 330 square feet.

No. 2. Area at rear from main walls to back lane, 528 square feet.
Uncovered yard spaces at rear, 85 square feet.

No. 3. Area at rear from main walls to back lane, 1,000 square feet.
Uneovered yard spaces at rear, 315 square feet,
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Speaking of the slanghter-house itself, so far as general tidiness can secure
freedom from mnuisance in a place so closely situated and slenderly provided
there iz no doubt Mr. Scott strives for this result. Blood and gmxmga are
vemoved promptly after slaughter, and the place is as clean as the structural
arrangements allow. " 4 i

Whatever may be thought of the proceedings relating to Mr. Scott's licence,
and whatever may have really been the effect of this slaughter-house upon
the publie health, it is to be regarded as a serious error of judgment to have
allowed such a business to be established in such a neighbourhood.

In 1877 the Loeal Government Board issued to Urban Sanitary Authorities
a set of “rules” as to site and structure of slaughter-houses, advising the
Authorities that in the exercise of their discretionary powers of licensing
such places these rules should influence their decision. The communication
in question was referred to at the meeting of the 13th November at the Loeal
Board Offices, and was apparently well known to the Authority. Nevertheless,
o perusal of these rules, which are printed in the appendix to this report, will
show how seriously they were departed from when the licence in question was

ranted.
e There are other slaughter-houses in the distriet in an unsatisfactory con-
dition. The one alraaﬁy referred to as in the same row with Mr. Scott's, is
not only in a confined stuation but iz badly paved and dirty; one that I
visited at Liseard was approached by a filthy back lane, the surroundings
were sloppy and neglected, and offal was deposited in the midden.

Fever Precalenee.

Referring to the urban sanitary district of Wallasey as a whole, it covers
an area of 3,408 acres and contains a population of some 32,000, The
geological formation is that of the new red sandstone, with superficial alluvial
deposits—clay, marl, sand, and gravel. Generally aﬂaaki g the natural position
of the distriet is exceedingly favourable, well elevated, and swept by sea
breezes. The pl:Fulatiun iz grouped into five or six detached villages, New
Brighton, Liscard, Egremont, Seacombe, Poulton, and Wallasey, but for
statistical purposes the old township divisions are taken. These townships
are three in number—(1} Liscard (ine “di"ﬁ New Brighton) with an estimated
population of 15,545 ; (2) Seacombe, including Poulton, estimated population,
14,201 ; (3) Wallasey, population, 2,044. 1 have appended to this report
certain mortality statistics, and available returns of sickness from fever,
relating to the distriet and to the several townships.

The average annual mortality rate from typhoid fever, for the four years and
ten months, January 1884 to October 1888, was, for the whole distriet, 9311:1:1
to 22 per 1000 of the population. In the various tﬂwnshigs the correspondi 5
average was *17 in Liscard (including New Brighton); 32 in Seacombe, an
‘10 in Wallasey.

The Medical Officer of Health obtains returns of sickness from dispensary,
but rarely from private practice; and as of course the former lies mainly
the poorer localities, the returns are of comparatively little value in showing
the relative localization of dizease. So far as they go they coincide with the
mortality returns in indicating a greater average prevalence of typhoid fever in
the Seacombe township. This latter contains, however, the poorer population.

New Brighton consists chiefly of several streets and rows of smaller
dwellings situated on the sea-front, on sandy soil gradually sloping from high-
tide level. On the hillside above there are a mumber of villa and terrace
houses, but the lower locality containg some two-thirds of the population of
New Brighton, and the inhabitants are engaged for the most part in oceun-
pations incidental to a seaside resort of the poorer class and of excursionists.

It is the opinion of medical men practising in the neighbourhood that
the health of this lower locality is deeidedly inferior to that of other parts.
Typhoid fever makes its appearance more frequently ; it is said that scarlatina
12 more fatal and persistent ; that sore throats are more common; and that
women after childbirth arg'apt to do less favourably. As to typhoid fever,
so far as 1 have been able to aseertain, there have been, during the last two
years, 20 cases in 17 different families living in New Brighton. With one
exception, these cases have all occurred in the lower locality, and in the






G

really one of fever. Then, on July 28th, a boy who lived a little
mmr off in Richmond Terrace, but who {md since July 4th slept at No. 5,
where the first of these cases oceurred (in January 1857), sickened of the
disease. There were thus, during the two years, in this immediate locality
five cases of fever in four families, and, without ineluding the washerwoman
in Balmoral Road, two attacks in individuals Blﬂglﬂ;.l'ﬁl there during the day.
The butcher's family, comprising eight persons living on the premises, were
naffected.

v In Balmoral Road a small grouping of cases has likewise been spoken of.
It is situated on the other side of the main street (Victoria Road), and extends
from 100 to 200 yards from the slaughter-house. Of the 20 houses on the
sonth side of the street, four have been infected by typhoid fever during the
last two years—one in December 15856, one in January 15857 (the case of the
washerwoman above referred to), one in May 1857, and one in November
1888, I am informed by a medical man who practises largely in the locality
that this vow of dwellings has been a favourite habitat of other infections
diseases.

In Victoria Terrace. Egerton Street, two adjacent houses were infected in
1857, and one of them was again the seat of the disease in 1888, They are
situated some 150 yards from the slaughter-house.

No doubt this distriet of New Brighton is somewhat more than uun;lly
subject to the importation of disease, but, so far as inquiries showed, in only
one of the list of cases given above was reasonable cause found for concludi
that the disease had been imported from without. The tendency to
grouping too observed above, and to the reeurrence of the disease in the same
loeality 1n successive years, implies some local continuing cause.

There is no sufficient evidence therefore for regarding the slaughter-house
as the origin of the fever prevalemce. It is not an aceurate representation
of the facts to say that *the neighbourhood was free from fever previous to
“ glaughtering. since then it has not been clear except from Oectober 1887 to
¢ June 1888, when slaughtering was not allowed.” Of any indirect and
subsidiary agency it is much more difficult to gpeak. Undoubtedly the
slaughter-honge has contributed with several other conditions to vitiate
the atmosphere of its immediate vicinity, and we have abundant evidence
that the contagin are apt to thrive in media polluted by decomposing animal
matters.

The Water Supply of New Brighton is that common to the whole distriet,
and is pumped from wells in the New Red Sandstone. The supply is on the
constant system, but during the automn of 18588, owing to the ying of the
mains, considerable intermission in the service to the streets of New Brighton
was necessary. There appears no ground for suspecting that the fever
prevalence was related to the water supply.

Az to the Milk Supply also the facts afforded no evidence of extension of
fever by that means.

Sewerage and Drainage—~The greater part of New Brighton drains to a
sewer which passes down Vietorna Road (the main street) to an outlet into
the sea at low-water mark. Several of the branches of this sewer are
ventilated by open man-holes, and pipe ventilators to private drains are in
other places improperly relied upon as a means of sewer ventilation, but in the
sewer itself no opening for this purpose is Lli.’m-"iﬂﬂﬂ in the last 600 yards at least
of its course along the Victoria Road. [The Surveyor tells me thatoriginally
there was an objection to the provieion of openings {mre, owing to the amount
of loose sand of which the surface of the ground is composed, but that, now
that the land is mostly built upon, this difficulty is removed.] The defect is
probably the more serious as twice every day the sewer for a short distance
at least is tide-locked. Certain of the branch sewers are likewise un-
ventilated. This is the case with the one draimng the south side of Balmoral
Road, where, as I Lave said, fever has made its appearance at intervals during
the last two years; the private drains here are ventilated only by rain-water
spouts, they are connected directly with the public sewers, and I heard several
complaints of the escape of foul air from yard gullies and other drain
openings.

Although the Authority have done much of late years to remedy defects of
private drainage, the conditions are still in a large number of instances
exceedingly un:atisfactory. Drains are commonly carried beneath the floors















