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not until the end of November, five weeks after E. L's attack, and when
latter had been down again and in the class-room about a fortnight, that the see
child (C. 0.) was taken ill. Then a child who had sat at C. O.'s bedside, readi
to her, was laid down; and so the disease continued to spread, until on the 9th
January eight cases had occurred; all of them, with the exception of the
case, being very slight it appears, so that the dizease was e_ml] looked u as an
influenza. On January 9th, Christmas day was kept; the children had a Christmas-
tree and a dramatic performanee, and in the evening a large ‘-Illlﬂl‘ﬁj' of friends from the
outside. as well as the inmates, including the convalescent children, were assembled in
the * Community ” Hall. Inquiries have been made as to whether any of the visitors
on this occagion contracted fever, but with negative results except in the case 3
of two priests, These gentlemen both played much with the children on Jam 9th,
and they both afterwards passed throngh an attack of fever, which was reg at
the time by different medical attendants as typhoid, but which there is great probability
was typhus. One sickened exactly fourteen days after the day of the party ; the other
had been ailing for some days, and the commencement of his attack is not well
determined. On the Oth of Jnnun? two children were poorly at Nazareth House, and
one was confined to bed ; and on the following day two sickened. One of these last
guffered from a lung complication, and died on January 23rd. She was 18 years of
ace, and her death was certified as from * influenza, congestion, and convulsions.”
Meanwhile other cases oceurred, so that on February 2nd seven more children were ill.
The medical attendant now suspected typhus fever; precautions as to the admission of
strangers were prescribed, and a few days later, on February 6th, when a sister who
had been nursing the children was attacked, pretty complete quarantine measures were
adopted. The doctor practically took charge ; and says himself that his orders were
implicitly obeyed. 2
The dormitories on the upper or third floor of the wing occupied by the class-children
were devoted to the convaleseents and the sick, the rooms being isolated by the closing
of the corridor-doors and the use of sheets saturated in disinfecting fluid ; food supplies,
&e., were left outside the doors, and the three sisters in attendance confined themselves !
to the sick rooms. Schooling was discontinued, and the second or class-room floor
was given up to the still healthy class-room children, who were thus also isolated from
the rest of the inmates. One sister and an inmate, a middle-a woman who hed
heen @ nurse, had charge of them; they had their meals brought to the door of the
class-room ; they were only allowed in the garden and pla}rgmum] when no one else:
was there:; attendance at chapel was discontinued; and their baths were taken in the
dormitories (the medieal attendant states that he has seen their baths being prepared ..
On the 15th of the month, the sister who had charge of the healthy children, and the
one also who was attending to the eonvalescents, were taken ill of the fever. Others
took their places, but the three sisters who generally had the management of these children
were at this juncture incapacitated. During this time fresh cases of fever amongst the
children were developing, so that on the 2lst of the month, when the aid of the
sonitary authority was asked, seven more children in various stages of the disease
were ill, besides four sisters, for a fourth had just sickened. The seven children
were removed on the following day 1o the Western Fever Hospital. Subsequently, two
more sisters were attacked, one, who had been nursing the sick, on March 4th, the ¥
other, who had been engaged in washing infected clothing, on Mavch 20th ; and three
children. one on March Zaod, one on the 10th, and one on the 19th of the same month.
The last was the only case that occurred in the institution beyond the class-room
children, and those of the sisters who attended upon them; and the sufferer was a
little boy who was found to have obtained opportunities of playing with a convalescent.
No case of any suspicion occurred amongst the adult inmates, i.., the recipients of
the charity.
The cases in all may be said to have been 31 in number; two priests, besides, were
probably infected at the home, and a nurse at the hospital, who attended upon the
children after their remuval, contracted the disease. This patient died, as did also one
sigter and one child.

The spread of I;ig'phu_a fever is usually found to be associated with bad sanitary
conditions—especially with overcrowding and dirt; and I shall have presently to
describe in full the sanitary civeumstances of this institution. It will be convenient,
however, to examine first certain specific statements to the effect that the conditions
named existed at Nazareth House at the time of the fever prevalence. The statements
in question are comprised in two documents; one, a report, bearing date April 10th,
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The above statements may be considered—1st, as to the alleged overcrowding ; and
2ndly, as to the alleged uncleanliness of the patients in February last.

1. The alleged overerowding.—The evidence on this head, although Dr. Sweeting has
been led to quote Mr. Collier, rests upon the statements of the latter gentleman alone.
The inspection of Nazareth House to which he refers as having been made previous to
this on » and when overcrowding is said to have been found, was made, it appears,
in the latter part of the year 1880, “ETI:IE number of rooms, &e., in use at that time
was the same as now ; but some slight re-distribution of the inmates was made soon
after Mr. Collier’s inspection. After every careful attempt to guard against error, I
do not find that there has been at any time an approach to overcrowding; nor can
any room be properly spoken of as ill-ventilated. (This subjeet is fully dealt with in
Part IL. of the Report.)

In the common loedging-houses of the Fulham district, air-space to the amount of
about 260 cubic feet, it is computed, is required for each inmate of a dormitory (300
for adults and half that amount for children under 10), and for workhouses the
much more suitable space of 360 cubie feet is now prescribed. In the matter of day-
and school-room aceommodation, 100 cubic feet per head is the amount required i
workhouses, and 117, the space adopted by the London School Board as the standard
- for grade schools. At Nazareth House the amount of air-space afforded to the class-
room children (the children invaded by the fever) ranges in their dormitories from
400 to 600 cubie feet per head; one room only giving as little as 400, whilst the room
holding the largest number of children (21) gives the maximum amount. The class-
rooms used by these children for the last two years afford nearly 800 cubic feet to
each child, and that in use at the time of Mr, Collier's visit afforded about 200 cubie
feet ; and besides the class-rooms a dining-room is of course provided.

Mz, Collier would, however, prescribe 2,000 cubie feet as the sleeping space for each
individual ; and if this standard be adopted there is assuredly, as he says, much over-
crowding. The Board of Works will probably, however, pause before accepting such
a standard. Impartially applied, it would result in the depopulation of every insti-
Eﬂ:iun, save only fever hospitals, and of the great majority of private houses, in their

trict.

2. As to the personal condition of the patients in February last :—The evidence is pretty
eonelusive that there was some mnnigerahia development of lice in the heads of some
at least of the children taken to the fever hospital on the 22nd of February; and the
balance of evidence goes to show that there was some uncleanliness, specially noticeable
in the rough skin of the knees and feet, of the bodies of these children.

The question to be answered is—What is the interpretation to be given to these
observations ¢ Do they really mean habitual neglect? or do they indicate the
relaxation for a few days, or perhaps for a week or two, of personal attntion ?

In deciding this question, Mr. Collier's statement affords little or no assistance.
The amount of dirt which would be necessary to remder it impossible to an ex-
perienced eye to diagnose, in a series of ten cases, typhus fever, would indeed be
extraordinary ; whilst, on the other hand, a very small amount, to an observer unfamiliar
with typhus, suffices to obscure the eruption; or, what is very likely to happen, the
very aspect and rash peculiar to the typhus patient might be mistaken for a general

ess.

Dr. Mahomed, and Messrs. Barnes and Walker, saw nothing, to say the least of
their observations, to excite surprise; so that imputation of any serious negleet against
the sisters must, it would seem, if it is to be sustained, rest upon the evidence coming
from the Western Fever Hospital. '

That evidence indicates a considerable development of lice in some at least of the
heads of the children (the latter could not be spoken of individually) ; but, as to this,
we have the evidence also of Dr. Mahomed, a physician of special experience, that he
does not regard it with surprise in cases of fever, especially in an nstitution where

r children are received—that is to say, in an institution where the chance intro-
uction of lice from time to time is scarcely to be avoided ; and, although he noticed
lice in the heads of one or two of the patients, he says, speaking of the patients
generally, “ I did not find their persons unclean, nor their surroundings dirty ; they
g to me thoroughly well cared for,” '

The evidence from the fever hospital further indicates some amount of bodily
uncleanliness. Now the nurses there were evidently not disposed to minimize matters,
yet I could not help being struck with the persistency with which all three spoke of
the dirt being * ingrained on the knees,” hke * housemaid’s knees,” as one of them
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remarked, adding * she did not expect to see this in children from a school.” But
these children are taught housemaids’ duties; four of the seven (aged respectively 16,
15, 14, and 14 years) had done a considerable amount of scrubbing, and, moreover, it
is not to be overlooked that these children are accustomed, by the exigencies of their
religion, to kneel in the chapel for no leas than an hour and a half every day. Under
such ecircumstances the cuticle covering the knee is likely to become thickened and
rough, and dirt then very speedily assumes, as we all know, the appearance of being of
old-standing and ingrained.

[In the course of my enquiry, I asked Dr. Sweeting, to whose evidence particular
importance must attach, if he would ins for himself Nazareth House and its
inmates, feeling sure that the Reverend Mother would offer no objection, and if he
would then tell me, for the purposes of this report, the inferences he would draw from
his observations on the E‘En-} February, This he consented to do, and his opinion he

uested me to quote in the following words: ** Having inspected the children of
“ Nazareth House, and the arrangements made for their accommodation and manage-
“ ment, I am prepared to admit that the conditions I observed in the patients sent to
“ me on the 22nd of February might be due to some temﬁumr_sr abatement of care,
“ and not to habitual neglect;” and he wishes me to add, although this does not ;Fply
to the subject now under consideration, * I was misled by the verbal information of the .
* Medical Officer of Health for Fulham as to ventilation, and I am of opinion that the
“ alleged overcrowding is incompatible with the structure and arrangements of the
* Institution.”]

Having reached this stage, the question arises, * Is there safe ground for supposi
“ that the children for a short time prior to their removal to the hospital on the
* 22nd of February were under other than their ordinary management ! "—In answer,
the history of the outbreak of fever may be recalled. The conditions under which they
were living at this time were, indeed, altogether different from those of their ordinary
mode of life. On the 6th or 7th of February the medical attendant's measures of
quarantine were applied. The care of three of the four sisters most accustomed to the
clags-room children was withdrawn from those (to the number of about 53) who
remained healthy, their places being supplied by the remaining sister and a nurse
inmate ; and a week after, this sister falling ill of the fever, the services of one of
less experience had to be substituted. During this time, moreover, school had been
broken up; the children were eonfined to one part of the building, with occasional
vigits to the playground, their meals being m in the class-rvom. So far as I
can learn, the oi dren highly appreciated this state of things; but, although it
apparently lent itself to much ﬁuismruus merriment, it could not have been conducive
to good management and tidiness. [It should here be said that Dr. Sweeting, when
he visited the house and formed his last opinion, was not acquainted with the above
facts as to the exceptional conditions under which the children were living previous to
their removal to the hospital ; although he knew, of course, of the illness of the Sisters. |

Mr, Alderton congidered it an objeet of his measures of isolation that as few adult
attendants as possible should remain with the class-room children, whether the healthy,
the sick, or the comvalescents, so that the attendants, like the children, should
isolated. The exclusion of all persons other than those absolutely required from an
infected room is, of course, a proper plan; but here I think exclusion was probabl
carried to some extreme. I do not think from the evidence that the children suff
except in the matter of what may be called general tidiness ; and, in fact, the measures
pmrmd! as after-events showed, successful in stopping the disease with them.

But it is a notable fact that at this time the Sisters in attendance commenced to
suffer severely ; and that, when attacked, they were, to use Dr. Mahomed's expression,
“ desperately ill.” Fatigue is a potent pre-disposing influence in typhus, and the
Sisters who were left to look after the healthy children and to nurse the sick were
probably over-worked. Mr. Alderton himself told me of one, afterwards attacked,
who fell on the floor in a swoon whilst bathing one of the fever-stricken children —one
of those afterwards removed to the hospital.

1 pass now to the report of my own investigation into the sanitary condition and
management of Nazareth House,

I1.—Tue Samrary Cincumstances oF Nazarern ‘Houvsk.

Structieral Avrangements of the Building and permanent Sanitary Provisions—The
!:mﬂdmg 15 a large four-storied one, standing on a site of more than two acres
in extent, and in o fairly open situation. The eentral block and wings were erected at
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