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WILLIAM SHARP, Elg;

S IR,
ITake the liberty of {oliciting

your patronage to the following
papers: which, fhould they prove
as ufeful, as they are well intended,
will, T flatter myfelf; be honoured
with your approbation.

Tue time which I employed
under your more immediate in-
ftructions, I have ever confidered

as one of the moft fortunate pe-
A 2 riods
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riods of my life :—to that circum-
{tance, whatever advances I may
have made in my profeffion, are
principally to be attributed.

. INrrLueNcED, therefore, upon
the prefent oecafion, by no other
motives than thofe of the {incereft
oratitude and refpe&, I fhall for-
‘bear offending your delicacy, thro’
a vain attempt toimprefs the world
-with a more favourable opinion than
they already entertain, of your
chara&er and abilities :—You will
permit me, however, to conclude
this addrefs, with my moft ardent
‘wifhes for your long enjoyment of
that health, which you are every
“day communicating to others : and
‘of that happinefs, which from the

moft
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moft ample experience, yoz know
to be the genuine refult of benevo-
lent a&ions.

lam, S1K,
With the greateft Efteem,
Your moit obliged,

Humble Servant,

Coventry,
July 20, 1774,
B. WiLMER.
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INTRODUCTION.

IT is now, I believe, univerfally ac-

knowledged, that fcience in general,
hath received more advantages from ex-
perimental enquiries into truth, than
from all the fpeculative theories of the
ancients.

By a diligent attention to the appear-
ances of difeafes, and the obvious defigns
of nature in relieving them, the practice
of phyfic is reduced to more certain prin-
ciples than heretofore ; and Surgery, which
at the commencement of the prefent cen-
tury, was in the moft contemptible ftate,
hath of late years, in this country, ar-
rived at a great degree of perfetion.

OnE caufe of the prefent improved

ftate of Surgery in England, was the act
A 4 of
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of parliament in the year 1745, by which
the Surgeons company was made a diftinct
corporation from the Barbers *. Previous
to that period, and at a time when France
was giying every -pofiible encoyragement
to Surgery and Anatomy, the progrefs of
thefe {ciences in this kingdom, was not in
the leaft regarded ———<¢ The members of
¢ the company in London were fubjec to
¢ heavy fines and expences, and hable to
¢ ferve many troublefome offices, from
¢ which they are now exempted. The
¢« governors of the London hofpitals; from
¢ an ill-judged policy, entirely refufed the
$ eduCatién of pupils at one houfe; and

i,

® The Surgeons and Barbers were incorporated by the
32d of Henry VIII. The preamble of this a& fets forth,
that ‘¢ the faid two feveral and diftin&t companies of
¢ Surgeons and Barbers were neceffary to be united, and
““ made one body corporate, to the intent, that by their
*‘ union, and often aflembling together, the good, and
““ due order, exercife, and knowledge, in the faid fci-
“¢ ence or faculty of Surgery, fhould be, as well in fpe.
¢ culatign as in pralice, both to themfelyes, and their
¢ fervants, and apprentices ; and by their Jearning, and
“¢ diligent, and ripe informations, more perfeét, {peedy,
“ and effe®nal :™ it was therefore enafted, &ec. This
act was repealed by the 18th of George IL |

¢ allowed
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¢ allowed of the attendance of only mne
“ at a time at the other *.”

At the fame time alfo, the leading
members of the Barber Surgeons com-
pany, contrived a bye-law, to prevent the
knowledge of anatomy from fpreading s
they levied a penalty of ten pounds, on
any perfon who fhould diflect a body
out of the hall without their leave (which
was not to be obtained) and every Dﬁ'en-
der was fure to be profecuted.

11 hath been a cuftom with me, when-
ever I have been concerned in any cafe,
remarkable for the variety of its circums
ftances : or where, the methods put in
praltice for the cure, had any unexpected
effects, to make memorandums of it.

THE prefent CASE s, are fele®ed from
obfervations made in this manner, durmg
a pra&ice of eight years.

* Chefelden’s Remarks at the end of Gataker’s tram.
Aation of Le Dran’s Operations.

WHATEVER
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WHEREVER any remarks are annexed
to a cafe, it hath been my earneft with to
avoid theoretic reafoning, and confine my-
felf to the more obvious and fimple de-
du@ions, naturally arifing from the fub-
je@: I muft take the liberty of adding,
that a particular regard to fidelity hath
been obferved in the narration of events. -

Rerarions of fruitlels attempts, or
even errors in the treatment of difeafes,
may furnith. matter of inftruction : thefe
cafes, therefore, are not intended to exhi-
bit 4 feries of fuccefiful practice only : and .
the reader may expect to meet with difap-
pointments as well as miftakes ; whenever
fuch circumftances have happened, they
bave, without referve, been acknowledged.

Tue prefent method of cutting for the
ftone in England, hath (at leaft in my opi-
nion) been very ill related in all the pub-
lithed accounts upon the fubje : and the
different procefles of that operation have
been ‘either curforily paffed over, or de-

feribed in a confufed imadiftin@® manner.—
This,
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This, Ihope, will ferve as a fufficient ex-
cufe, for attempting to give a more accu=
rate defcription of lithotomy.

Uron the whole, thould the contents
of the following pages prove, in any re-
{pect, ufeful to the younger Practitioner,
the intention of the Editor in their publi-
cation, will be fully anfwered,

D I-
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P.LL AT E L to face page 7o.

P.L A T E IIL after the laft Cafe of frac- .'
- tures, and immediately before the Ap-:
pendix.

ExpranaTIioN of PraTe I

Fic. 1. The inferior fplint.

Fic. 2. The fuperior {plint.

F1c.3. The {plints applied over the foliat-
ed bandage, upon the leg and thigh.

The fplints fhould be made of a thin plate
of iron, well hammered to the fhape of
the parts; they fhould be covered exter=
nally with leather, lined with dimity,
and well ftuffed with combed wool.
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OBSERVATIONS on STRAN-
GULATED HERNIA.

~% F all the difeafes to which the
human body is fubject, there are

none more dangerous in their ten-
dency, nor any moré {peedily fatal in their
event, than {trangulated herni®, efpecially
if they are neglected, or improperly treated.
After the great pains which the mo-
derns have taken to improve this part of
Surgery, and the publication of an inge-
nious treatife written profefledly upon the
fubject, by a celebrated Surgeon * of Lon-

* Mr. Potr.
B don,



2

W
CASES anp» REMARKS
don, an attempt to throw any new light
upon it will probably be deemed unnecef-
fary, if not prefumptucus. The only apo-
logy I thall make for entering upon this
topic is, to declare, that the obfervations

I have to offer are the pure refult of prac-
tical experience.

BaTus, fomentations, and poultices
a&tually warm, or hot, are very much, I
believe 1 might fay generally, ufed in this
country in all cafes of herniz, under {ymp-
toms of {trangulation.

Tu1s kind of practice appears to me fo
extremely injudicious, that I have often
wondered how it could, for any length of
time, preferve {o great a degree of reputa-

" tion. But as erroneous ideas muft of

confequence produce improper methods of
prattice, the cuftom of applying things
actually warm in thefe cafes,. was probably -
grounded upon the fuppofition of a dif-
cafed ftate, or {lriGture, of the tendinops
apertures of the abdominal mufcles, or li-
gaments. When a portion of omentum,

inteftine,
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inteﬁirg or both, is forced out of the ca-
vity of the abdomen into the groin, the
perfon is faid to have a bubonocele.
This effect cannot happen, unlefs the open-
ingsof the tendon of the external oblique

- muficle is preternaturally extended. It is

frequently found that the contents of the
hernia, from the horizontal pofition of the
patient in ‘the night, recede into the
abdomen, and prolapfe again the follow-
ing day. During the receflion of the parts,
the furgeon may pufh the integuments be- -
fore his finger, and introduce its point in=
to the opening of the tendon, and he will
find that it is much larger than it ufually
i1s in a natural ftate; and, if either from
a protrufion of a larger portion of the in-
teftine, omentum, or of both, the con-
tents cannot be ealily returned, there isa
fudden increafe of the tumour, by degrees
the parts indurate, and the cafe becomes

E g ﬂrangulated ‘hernia. In this cafe a ftran-

gulation does not take place becaufe the
opening is /efs than it was before the fymp-
toms came on, but becaufe the parts f{o

: 'dii}m]at:*d are become fﬂ?’gf’f‘.

B 2 AND,
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AnD, juft for the fame rcaﬁm, whcn a
fmall portion of inteftine only is, fmm
fudden violence, or muicular exertion,
forced through the tendinous opening, it
becomes ftrangulated, not becaufe there
was at that moment any particular altera-
tion or {tricture in the fibres of the ten-
don, but becaufe the portion of inteftine
lying in an uneafy fituation, increafes in
bulk, and therefore cannot be returned
without fome difficulty. If aring is drawn
over the finger tight enough to comprefs
the returning veins, the parts beneath it
will fwell.  Here is a ftrangulation, and it
may be faid that the ring forms the ftric-
ture. © But I believe no man in his
{enfes would in this cafe propofe, by put-
ting the finger into warm water, to make
the ring larger, or to diminifh the tumour,
by increafing the capacity of the whole vaf-
cular {fyftem of the part {o ftrangulated.
My reafon for making this comparifon is,
becaufe: it 1s now generally allowed, that
tendons, ligaments, &c. have fo little elaf-
ticity, as to be but flightly affeted (at
“leaft {uddenly) by warm applications, efpe-
cially

&

|
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cially when they are fituated at fome dif-
tance from the {kin.

In every ftrangulated hernia, before
reduction can be effe@ed, one or other of
thefe things muft happen : either the open-
ing of the tendon muft be made larger,
or the bulk of the tumour muft be leflened.
There feems to be very little chance, by
warm applications to the fkin, to relax an
inelattic fubftance, even in an undifeafed
ftate; and they appear diametrically oppo-
fite to the intention of reducing the bulk
of the tumour, when ftrangulation hath
taken place. If the rupture is an entero-
ecle, all applications that are warmer than
the heat of the body, will rarefy and ex-
pand the air within the inteftine, the blood
will be folicited in greater quantities into
the vafcular fyftem of the part, and every
{ymptom dependant upon ftrangulation wil]
become worfe *,

In

* Dr. Huxham relates a cafe, where an inguinal her-
nia proved fatal in two days, and in which warm Somen-
tations were continually applied. Upon diffeéion, the
blood-veflels of the parts were turgid and varicofe, and

B 3 the
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In the operation of bleeding, the fore-
arm may be faid to be ftrangulated by the
ligature ; and if, to facilitate the evacua-
tion, the furgeon immerfes his patient’s
arm in warm water, the veins and the
parts below the bandage immediately
{well.

It would be abfurd to ofter any more
arguments - in fupport of a pmpc-ﬁtmn,
which in its own nature appears to be felf-
evident. For fome years paft, whenever
I have been called to a ftrangulated rup-
ture, I have made it my firft bufinefs to
endeavour to leflen the bulk of the tumour
by co/d, and fometimes aftringent applica-
tions: and the fuccefs I have met with
from this mode of treatment, is my prin=-
cipal inducement for cammumcatmg it to
the public.
the inteftine within the hermaI fac amazingly diftended
with air. The Do&or concludes the account with thefe
remarks : ¢ This unhappy cale gave me a fevere reflec-
¢t tion; and [ cannot but think the malady was much
¢¢ ipcreafed by the repeated application of the bot fomen-
¢ tations, as it rarefied the air greatly, and, by relaxing

¢ the parts, gave further room to the vaft expanfion.™
Philofoph, Tranfact. N° 459. p. 623.
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I courp produce many inftances, where
there was little apparent reafon to expe&t
a redu¢tion (as well from the violence
as the duration of the fymptoms) in
which I have happily fucceeded, by the
application of cold water or vinegar. To
avold unneceflary repetitions, I fhall feleét
two or three cafes where other furgeons
were concerned with me.

I was fent for into Leicefterthire, tothe Cc4is5: I.
Rev. Mr. K 1 found him with moftPec-1,1774
of the fymptoms ufually attendingaftrangu-
lated hernia, I was informed that, for fe-
veral years, he had a fmall {welling in the
groin, which, two days before I faw him,
had been, by walking, fuddenly increafed :
nothing had paflfed through the -inteftinal
canal fince this accefiion to the contents of
the hernia. He vomited and hiccoughed
frequently, had great pain in the tumour, .
as well as in the hypogaftric region, and
his pulfe was extremely low and weak.

Mr. Jervis, an ingenious furgeon of Lut-
~ terworth, “and formerly houfe-furgeon to
St. George’s-hofpital, had attended him

B 4 from
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from the commencement of the fymptoms,
had done every thing which could obtain
a fanétion from modern practice, to relieve
him, and from timetotime had made feveral
attempts, by manual affiftance, to reduce
the prolapfed parts, without being fortu-
nate enough to fucceed. Warm fomenta-
tions, and the tobacco clyfter (which had
never failed with Heifter) had been here
ufed ineffeGually. Mr. Jervis was o con-
fident, that every thing which promiled to
ferve the patient had been put in praftice,
that he propofed to our confideration the
operation for the bubonocele, as the only
probable chance remaining of faving his
life. Before we proceeded, I defired that
cold applications might be tried, to which
he very readily aflented.

Tur weather was fevere at thie time:
comprefles of linen, dippe;:i in cold vine-
gar, were fuddenly applied to the tu-~
mour; and, as often as they became warm,
were removed, and frefh ones.ufed in their
place. The patient was foon fenfible of a
retraction of the parts within the hernia;

5 and
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and we could quickly after perceive, that
the tenfion and induration of the tumour
were confiderably diminithed. Upon at-
tempting then to reduce the inteftine with
the fingers, the air contained within was ob-
ferved to move firft, and foon after all the

contents of the hernia were returned into

the cavity of the abdomen, with the
greateft eafe imaginable *.

I was fent for to Mrs. M——, of Withy- cas: 11
brook in this county, to advife with Mr. 5¢P-27:1775.
Welton, a furgeon and apothecary of Bed-
worth, concerning the neceflity of perform-
ing the operation for the bubonocele.

Tue tumour was fmall and painful :
fhe had been ill three days before I faw her.
Her pulfe was quick and weak ; her tongue
brown; fhe vomited often; was coftive,
and much fatigued with an hiccough. Mr.
Welton had bled her, ordered clyfters re-

* 1lately met Mr. Jervis, on account of an amputa-
tion of the thigh, and had the pleafure to hear, that he
had been fent for by a furgeon, to perform the operation
for the bubonocele, and had happily fucceeded in the re-

duétion by cold applications, ata time when the cafe
appeared defperate.

peatedly,
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peatedly, warm fomentations had been
ufed, and endeavours frequently made to
reduce the hernia, but without the defired

effe&.

By means of comprefles, wetted with
vinegar, applied ¢o/d, and by gently prefi-
ing the parts with my fingers, I obtained,
in a very fhort time, a complete reduction
of the hernia, and the patient became {oon

well.

Case LI

SoMmE time after this I was called to
- D , of Stoke, near this place,
labouring under a ftrangulated rupture,
I ordered cold applications, and endea-
voured to return the inteftine, but could
not {ucceed at that time. I then dire@ed
the comprefles to be frequently changed
during the fucceeding night, and before
morning the contents of the tumour had
fpontaneoufly receded into the abdomen.

I seL1EVE it happens more frequently
than is generally imagined, that the im-

pediment to the reduction of the contents
of
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“of a hernia, is in no degree connected with
the tendinous opening of the external ob-
lique mufcle of the abdomen *. Every
one in the leaft converfant with anatomy
knows now, that what ufed improperly to
be called the ring of the mufcle, is no-
thing elfe but a divarication of the fibres of
the tendon, running obliquely downward ;
fo that, in the cafe of great compreflure

from the fuperior edge of the aperture upon

the hernial fac, it is natural to fuppofe,
that the prolapfed parts might eafily pufh
or force their way toward the os pubis,
where the fibres of the tendon divaricate
moft. The neck, or orifice, of the her-
nial fac, muft be a circle, or nearly fo:
and fhould that be fo difeafed, ‘hick-
ened, or altered from its natural ftate, as
to prevent the contents of the hernia from
being returned into the abdomen, it would
become a caufe of ftrangulation, much
mrore dangerous than any preflure which the
tendon of the external oblique mufcle
could occafion, and conftitute a cafe where

* Vide Arnaud’s Diflertation on Hernias, Part II,

= 5edt, 2.

e warm
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warm applications muft be altogether in-
effectual, becaufe the part intended to be
foftened by them is fo much more out of
their reach.

NoTwITHSTANDING the fuccefs I
have had in reducing hernias by cold ap-
plications, after every thing elfe had failed,
I have, within thefe eight years, been
obliged to perform the operation for the
bubonocele four times. In two of thefe
cafes, the impoffibility of redu@ion ap-
peared to have arifen from the induration
and fmallnefs of the diameter of the necs of
the hernial fac. The firft perfon I operated
upon loft his life, after the tendinous aper-
ture of the external oblique mufcle had
been largely dilated. Upon difle@ion of the
parts after death, a {mall duplicature of
the illeum was found fo ftrongly embraced
by the neck of the fac, that it could not
be difengaged until the firiGture was di-

- vided by the knife. In this cafe the neck

of the fac was hard, firm, thickened, car-
tilaginous, and refembled the os tincz.

MR,
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MRr. Harrold, a very eminent and judi-
cious Surgeon of this city (to whom I am
under the greateft obligations) did me the
favour to attend the operation and the ex-
amination of the body.

THE next cafe that occurred, in which
the impediment to reduion appeared to
have arifen from a ftriGure of the zeck of

the hernial fac only, had a more favourable
termination.

J & of this city, was feizedfh“ IV.1
with a violent pain in the inferior part of T3 774
the abdomen : which was fucceeded b
vomiting and coftivenefs. |

On the third day of his illnefs I firft
faw him, and found, upon enquiry, that
he had a fwelling in his left groin, which
was then become very painful; and that

various methods had been ineffeé'tually tri-
ed for his relief.

AFTER having ufed cold applications to
the part, I endeavoured to procure a re-
duétion
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ducion of the hernial contents, but withs=
out fuccefs.

THE patie-n-t was reduced mﬂch, and theé
bad fymptoms had made an alarming pro-
grefs: I therefore defired a confultation
might be bad. In the afternoon of the
third day, Dr. Simfon; a .very ingenious
phyfician of ‘this: place, Myr. Harrold, and
myfclf, determined, that the operation for
the bubonocele could not any longer be
prudently da:layﬂd.

AFTER the hefn:al fac was opened, and
the tendon of the external oblique mufcle
largely divided, it was found impofiible
to return the intefline into the cavity of
the abdomen. The part prolapfed, ap-
peared to have been a duplicature of the
ileum; extremely inflimed, and had .mas
py little extravafations of blood between
its coats. I puthed my finger within the
fac, and perceived a ftricture in 1ts neck,
which forcibly refifted the reduction of the
inteftine.

HAaviING



iN SURGERY.

HavinG fecured the inteftine with my
finger, I, with fome difficulty, forced the
obtufe point of the curved biftory through
the ftricture, and divided it.

THE inteftine was then eafily returned,
and the patient recovered perfe@ health,
without the intervention of any particular
occurrence.

OnEe might with great propriety coms=
pare the paraphymofis with the firangu-
lated hernia, were it not, that the parts
concerned in the latter cafe are eflentially
neceflary to life, and in the former not fo.

IN the paraphymofis, the orifice of the
retracted prepuce is not large enough to al-
low the tumefied glans penis to pafs
through it.

IT would be abfurd to {fuppofe, that
bathing the part in warm water, or apply-

ing round it an emollient poultice, would

relax the ftriGure in fo great a degree, as
it would occafion the glans penis to in-
creafe

”
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creafe in fize.—And yet, abfurd as the
practice may appear, and notwithftanding

Celfus * and others, ‘have given us excel-

lent dire@ions to the contrary, emollient
poultices and warm fomentations, continue

to be employed in this difeafe.

Tur firlt neceflary bufinefs in this cafe,
as well as in the ftrangulated hernia, 18,
{o far to reduce the bulk of the tumid part
by cold applications, and a well regulated
gradual preflure, as to enable it to be pafled

through the ftricture, the very idea of re-

laxing which, fhould be totally given up.

Ceirsus 1 hath well obferved the ef-
fe&s of heat and cold in thefe cafes ; fome
modern writers || have alfo recommended
the ufe of cold applications for the reduc~
tion of herniz ; and there have been
others, who have exprefled their fears,

¢ CGorn. Celf. de Medicin, Lib, VII. Cap. XXV, p.

472 TN :
_ + At fiinteftinum quoque defcendit, &c. frigore omai

contrahitur, calare diffunditur, Celf. de Medic.' Lib.

VIL cap. XVIHL p. 457.

ji Poteau, Goulard, and Aiken.
that
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that the fudden ufe of them to an inflamed
part, might endanger a gangrene; but, as
I have never feen this happen, I cannot
fay any thing to it from expﬂriénce. Up-
on the fame occafion (the redu&ion of her-
niz) M. Bellofte * has advifed the appli-
cation of aftringents, in preference to emol=
HEIHS;

In the fummer feafon, perhaps common
water or vinegar might not be cold enough

to anfwer the defired purpofe : but in many

places preferved ice may be had ; and there
are various methods of creating artificial
cold -, neutral falts whilft they are dif-

. folving, increafe the coldnefs of water.

SoME

* Le Chirurgien d’Hopital, troifiéme partie, Chapitre
HI. p. 267. In the fecond edition of the Hofpital Sur-
geon, printed in the year 1773, M. Bellofte has recom-
mended cold applications for the reduétion of ftrangulated
herniz. Le Chir. d’Hépic. Tom. IL. p. 126.

t The greateft degree of artificial cold is occafioned
by pouring the nitrous acid upon fnow. In the month

- of December 1759, at Peterfburph, there happened 2

froft, much more fevere than had been remembered be-
fore at that place. On the 14th of December, De Lifle’s
thermometer ftood at 212, equal to 42 degrees below the

C cypher

17
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SoMme time fince I was favoured with a
letter from Mr. William Sharp upon this
{ubje&.—He acquainted me, that he had
applied ice to an exomphalos, attended with
very urgent and dangerous {ymptoms.—
Although it did not immediately {fucceed,
yet by a diligent perfeverance in its ufe, it
anfwered his moft fanguine expectations.
It reduced the bulk of the tumour, and
removed thofe fymptoms which appeared
to have been occafioned by a ftrangulation
of the parts.

cypher on Fahrenheit’s, Mr. Braun procured four diffe-
rent glalles, containing fnow, upon which he poured
fome of Glauber’s fpirit of nitre ; having now immerfed
the bulb of the thermometer fucceffively in them all, he
found that he had increafed the natural cold §8 degrees ;
and upon his taking it out, to his great furprize, he dif-
covered, that the mercury had become folid and con-
gealed : that, when it was taken out of the glafs it was
malleable, and was 12 minutes before it recovered its flu-
1dity in the open air. De Admirando Frigore artifici-
ali, quo Mercurtus eft congelatus, &c. a J. A. Braunio,
Acad. Scient. Memb. &c,

OBSE R-
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OBSERVATIONS oN THE
HERNIA HUMORALIS.

T very frequently happens in the vene=

real gonorrheea, from taking cold, from
the improper ufe of injeions, from the
introduction of a bougie, and pofiibly from
other caufes, that both tefticles become
painful, {wollen, and inflamed.

Ir relief is not {oon obtained by reft,
proper evacuations, &c. ‘the difeafe in-
creafes very rapidly, the fpermatic chord
becomes large, hard, and irritable, and
there is a fudden dilatation of the whole
vafcular compages of the teftis, particu-

larly of the epidydymis.~——The vas defe- |

rens, and the vena {permatica, become va-
ricous ; the pain extends to the loins, and
from the extreme irritation of the parts
affeCed, heat, thirt, and other febrile

fymptoms fupervene.

BT Ir
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Ir the cafe has been mifmanaged, or
the patient obliged to ufe exercife, &c.
the inflammation is communicated to the
fkin of the fcrotum, and fuppuration is
either threatened, or does, in fome in-
ftances, altually take place. That this
event thould ewver happen, appears to be
more the confequence of fome error 1In
the external treatment of the difeale, than
from any matural tendency, which this
particular inflammation has to {uppurate.
——There can be very few exceptions to the
defire, that all Surgeons have to cure al-
moft every fpecies of inflammation by dif-
perfion ; but in the cafe we are now fpeak-
ing of, there are many very material rea-
fons, why fuppuration fhould be guarded
againit, as much as pofiible.

ArTER having gone through all the
pain and fatigue, which neceflarily accom-
pany that degree of inflammation which
precedes fuppuration, the patient muft
{uffer a long time the difagreeable dif-
charge from a painful fore, which may at
laft become fiftulous.

THAT
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TrAT the inflammation does fometimes
terminate in this manner, we may learn
from the obfervations of the celebrated
Aftruc *,

Dr. Vavcuan 4 relates the cafe of a
gentleman, who having contraed a go-
norrheea, which was foon apparently cured
by an inje@ion: a ftriGure of the urethra
fucceeded, for which the patient ufed a
bougie.——After fome time, a {wellin g of
the tefticles commenced, which, before
the Doftor was confulted, had increafed
to a very alarming degree; and notwith-
ftanding the care, attention, and ability of
his phyfician, the patient died after fup-
puration had taken place.—#arm fomen-
tations and emollient cataplafms, were very
liberally ufed in this cafe: of the impro-
priety of which, I fhall have occafion to
{peak hereafter.

* Si refolutio non fuccefferit, fzpius in fuppuratum
abire, ruptoque abfceflu in ffulofur ulcus degenerare.,
Aftrue de Morbis Vener. Lib. 1II. Cap. IV, p. 193.

+ Medic. Obferv. and Enq. Lond. Vol. III.

€3 WHEN
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Wauen the venereal hernia hath arrived
at the height of its inflammatory ftage, I
believe (with fome few exceptions) the di-
re@ions of Aftruc may be confidered as
the ftandard of common praltice.

ArTER having given the moft excellent
rules in every other refpec, he advifes the
free ufe of a warm fomentation, compofed
of mallow-roots and linfeed boiled in wa-
ter ; and the application of a poultice,
made of the mucilaginous parts of vege-
tables and the oil of earth-worms,

TrAT hehad no particolar fuccefs from
this mode of treatment, appears evident
from his own words *,

It often happens, in the flighter kind
of thefe cafes, that the patient is obliged

* Tumor inflammatorius teftium, nunquam periculo
vacat, cum febrem comitem habeat, ac in graves affettus,
abjceffum, filulam, &c. teftium, poflit degenerare.

Superftitem duritiem dimiflis, fenfim tenuvioribus par-
tibus frequenter in fcirrhum indurari, qui hydrocelen,
pneumatocelen, farcocelen, &c. nonm raro inducit. Aftruc

de Morb. Vener. Lib. III. Cap.1V. p. 194.
. to
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to walk about during the time of his ill-
nefs, in which circumftance, after having
the part {ufpended by a proper bandage, he
1s either directed to wear fome difcutient

plaifter, or to ufe fuch other applications
as he can conveniently carry in his pocket.

Waen the difeafe is fo bad, as to ren-
der confinement neceffary, I believe it is
the general pratice of many Surgeons, to
direct the ufe of warm fomentations, of
emollient and greafy cataplafms. When
the greateft degree of benefit is expected
to arife from thefe applications, they ap-
pear to me to be capable of doing the moft
mifchief. At the time when the tefticle
is very much tumefied, the fpermatic chord
is extremely painful, indurated, and en-
larged, quite up to the aperture of the ten-
don of the external oblique mufcle of the
abdomen; which (being inelaftic, and
therefore incapable of giving way to the
{welling of the chord) prefies upon it, and
the tefticle, as well as its appendages, are
jutt in the fame ftate with regard to the in-

terception of the returning fluids, as the
Ca flran-

23
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ftrangulated inteftine. Indeed, the fwell-
ing will be more likely to be increhfed by
fuch preflure or refiftance, becaufe not on-
ly the {permatic vein and the lymphatics,
but alfo the vas deferens, thould return
their different fluids through the opening
of the tendon; and from hence, perhaps,
may be deduced the reafon, why, in thefe

cafes, the vas deferens and epidydymis be-
come fo much enlarged.

Besipes this kind of ftrangulation,
which the inflamed f{permatic chord fuf-
fers by the preflure of the tendon through
which it paffes, another kind of refiftance
may be {uppofed to arife from its particu-
lar {ftru@ure ; in which, fo many different
kinds of veflels are clofely compaéted i a
ﬁﬁ:iculus,by a particular provifion of mem-
branous fibres, almoft furrounded by. the

cremafter muicle, and an aponeuroﬁs from
the abdominal tendons.

Ir from thefe circumftances, a ftrangu-
lation, or impedinftnt to the return of
the fluids from the tefticle may be fuppofed

to
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to arife, every argument againft the ufe of
warm and emollient applications, will take
place in the cafe of an hernia humoralis,
which I produced, when treatihg of the
ftrangulated bubonocele. To prevent un-

neceflary repetitions, I beg leave to refer

the reader to what hath been faid upon
that fubject before.——When a perfon at-
tempts to perfuade others to adopt any al-
terations in practice, it will certainly be
expected from him to produce better evi-
dence in his favour than mere reafoning,
however plaufible it may appear.
WiTHIN thefe laft feven years, T have
ufed cold, and fometimes reftringent ap-
plications in cafes of the hernia humora-
lis} and always with fuccefs: I have never
feen any bad effects from their ufe ; I have
never known in any inftance, a fuppura-
tion take place in this gland, from a vene-
real caufe; and my patients are generally
cured in lefs than half the time which the
common method of treatment requires,
elpecially where warm and emollient ap-
plications have been made ufe of.
enol DIFFERENT

25
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DirrerENT cafes will regnire diffe-
rent remedies : I have fometimes ufed cold
water with {uccefs, but when the integu-
ments are inflamed and painful, the vegeto-
mineral water of Goulard is as proper an
application as any other, as it fccms to
poflefs a fedative, as well as a refiringent
and difcutient quality. In proportion as
the inflammation abates, the quantity of
the extract of lead, as well as of the cam-
phorated fpirit, ought to be increafed in
the faturnine water. When the fkin is not
at all inflamed, the cafe will admit of
ftronger aftringents, and fometimes {timu-
lating applications will do great fervice.

I save ufed the aqua vitriolica cam-
phorata with thefe intentions, and have
{een, frequently, a {udden diminution of
the tumour, from the free ufe of a folu-
tion of crude fal ammoniac in vinegar, ap-

- plied cold, and frequently renewed.———At

the time, fome one or other of thefe ap-
plications is ufed, as the circumftances of
the cafe indicate ; the general ftate of the

patient muft be attended to, and f{uch eva-
cuations
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cutations made, as the Surgeon may think
neceflary.

A GenTreEMAN of rank having con-
tratted a gonorrheea in London, and be-
ing under a matrimonial contract, put
himf{elf under the care of an eminent Sur-
geon there, giving him a ftri¢t injun&ion
to cure him with as much fpeed as poffible.

In the courfe of a fortnight, by means
of injections, all appearances of the dif-
eafe were removed, and the Gentleman
very joyfully fet out upon a journey to
Ireland.

Berore he had left London an hour,
he perceived an uneafinefs and weight in
one of his tefticles, and a pain foon after-
wards extended to his groin.

Tuese {ymptoms were probably ag-
gravated by travelling, and increafed fo
very rapidly, that when he arrived at this

27

Case V.
1773

place, he found it impoflible to proceed -

any farther. _
He
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‘He was feverifh, the tefticle was pro-
digioufly enlarged, the {kin of the fcro-
tum had began to inflame ; the fpermatic
chord was hard, painful, and fwollen quite
up to the tendinous aperture of the ex-
ternal oblique mufcle of the abdomen. I
took fome blood from the arm, bathed the
difeafed tefticle well with the faturnine
water of Goulard, co/d ; and then fufpend-

- ed the part in a bag-trufs. The patient

was ordered to bed, and direfted to lie
with the thigh of the affected fide bent,
that the tendinous fibres which prefled
upon the fpermatic chord might be re-

laxed.

His bowels were opened by a folution
of manna and Rochelle falt in water, and

he was ordered a draught at ni_ght, con=
taining thirty drops of thebaic tintture.

Tue next day, he was in every refpect
much in the fame ftate, only that he had
more eafe.

Hre



NS0 R G ERY,

HE was ordered to keep in an horizon-
tal pofition, and the folution of Rochelle
falt, &c. was repeated. The faturnine
water was applied cold, as before, during
the courfe of this day, and the comprefles
were frequently changed. The anodyne
was repeated at night.

On the third day the fkin of the fcro-
tum had refumed its natural colour, and
the general fwelling of the parts was di-
minifthed.—="The {fame medicines and ap-
plications were continued as before.

On the fourth day, the tumour was
well bathed with a folution of crude fal
ammoniac in vinegar, and linen rags wetted

with it, were often applied to the parts,
cold,

THis method was purfued until the
tenth day, when the fwelling was almoft
reduced.——There remained at that time,
- fome little induration of the epidydymis,
for which I advifed the ufe of the em-

plaftrum

29
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plaftrum ¢ fapone cum mercurio *; and
as the patient’s affairs required his pre-
fence in Ireland, he left this city on the
cleventh day, believing himfelf cared.

MR. AIKEN, an ingenjious Surgeon of
Warrington, has recommended, in his
Obfervations on the external ufe of the
preparations of lead, the faturnine water
applied cold in the hernia humoralis, and
I flatter myfelf my readers will excufe me,
if I tranfcribe the whole pafiage.

¢« The fwelled tefticles,” fays he, “ fre-.
¢¢ quently accompanying a gonorrheea, will
¢« very well illuftrate the effeGts of emolli-
‘¢ ent, faturnine, and common aftringent
¢ and {timulating topics.——Thefe vfually
¢ come on very fuddenly, increafe to a
¢ Jarge bulk, and are extremely painful
“ and fenfible to the touch. The prefent
practice of applying an emollient poul-

™

* R Cerat. Sapon.
Emp!. Commun.
Argent, Viv. 2d Ziv.
Balf. Peruv. 3T M. f. S. A.. Emplaftrum.
“ tice
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tice indifcriminately to every kind of in-
flammatory tumour, has given me, and,
I fuppofe, almoft every Surgeon, fre-
quent opportunities of obferving the
effeCts of thefe topics: and I will ven-
ture to appeal to the experience of any
practitioner, whether fuch a treatment
does not always prove extremely tedi-
ous, painful, and confining; and whe-
ther the cure is not generally incom-
plete, a confiderable hardnefs of the
epidydymis. remaining, perhaps for
life.

“ SATURNINE applications have been
ufed in thefe cafes with great fuccefs.

“ 1 HAvE feen the faturnine water,
made pretty ftrong, applied cold, and,
aflifted by proper pofture and bandage,
remove the tumour and pain in a fhort
time ; and, duly continued, take away
all hardnefs.—Common aftringent and
ftimulant applications have alfo been re-
commended, and I once had a ftriking
inftance of their efficacy.——A perfon

5 ¢ fuddenly
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fuddenly attacked in the morning with
a fwelled tefticle, was obliged, on ac=
count of neceflary bufinefs, to walk about
all thatday. Iapplied a folded handker-
chief, well foaked with rum, to the
part, retained by another tied round his
body.—This was wetted twice or
thrice during the day, and at night I
found, notwithftanding his exercife, that
the bulk was greatly reduced, and the
fenfibility diminifhed.—This applica=
tion, with the addition of vinepar, was
continued fome time longer, ‘and the
part perfectly recovered, without any
confinement to the patient.

¢ T mave heard a juftly celebrated pro=
feflor advife the emollient method in
thefe cafes, and condemn the ufe
even of camphor, as too ftimulating :
but fuch a cafe as this, and many fimilar
ones that are to be met with in practice;
would prove to me at leaft, a fufficient
affurance againft any ill confequences
that might be apprehended theoretically
from the ufe of this clafs of topics in

¢ inflam=
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¢ inflimmatory tumours; and I am well
““ convinced, that emollients are peculiarly
“ ill calculated for the refolution of in-
¢ flammations of lax glandular parts,
““ while medicines pretty firongly ftimu-
“ lant, may be applied with great fafety
*¢ and advantage.”
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AN ABSCESS or Tue TESTIS.

B

, fervant to a gentleman, afked

Juneg,1778.J° my opinion concerning a complaint he

July 1,

had in the {crotum.

OnE of his tefticles was very much en-
larged, indurated, and the fpermatic chord
was likewife difeafed quite up to the open-
ing of the external oblique mufcle.

N o venereal fymptom preceded the
{welling, which had been a great while
forming; and was, he faid, the confe-
quence of a bruife upon the part,

As he was in a few days obliged to go
to London, I gave him only, at that time,

-fome applications of the emplaftrum &

fapone tum mercurio, and {ufpended the
fcrotum in a bag-trufs,

Uron his return from London, the

complaint was much increafed, the fkin
of
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of the fcrotum was inflamed, and there
was an evident luGtuation within.

I pirecTED him, then, to ufe a fo-
mentation and poultice, prepared with ci-
cuta. In afew days a more complete fup-
puration enfued, and the matter made its
way out by two different orifices, which

did not appear to communicate with each
other.

Tur difcharge continued more or lefs
feveral weeks; and, during that time, the

applications were not altered. At length -

the drain totally ceafed ; and then the em-
plaftrum ¢ fapone cum mercurio was again
applied, to diffolve the remaining hard-
nefs, which was effected in time,. and the
patient became well.

35
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A CASE of a SCIRRHOUS TES-
TICLE of an uncommon fize, com-
bined withan HYDROCELE and an
INTESTINAL HERNIA; cured
by caftration.

B applied to me for ad-
vice, refpeiting a very large tumour
he had in the {crotum.

TuEe account he gave of his difeafe was
that fixteen years before I faw him, he had
a rupture on the left fide, which was fo
troublefome to him, that he was frequently
obliged to exert very confiderable efforts
to return it ; that he had procured a trufs,
which he believed had prevented the de-
{cent of the rupture; but that his tefticle
began to {well, that it had by degrees in-
creafed, and of late was become fo incon-
venient to him, that he would fubmit to

any thing I would recommend, to obtain
a cure. '

THE
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Tue tumour in the fcrotum was very
large ; and, although there was a mani-
feft luttuation, and I was convinced there
muft be a confiderable quantity of fome
fluid within the tunica vaginalis, yet, from
the hardnefs and inequality of the furface,
I was equally certain that the tefticle itfelf
was very materially difeafed.

AT this time there was an inteftinal
hernia on the other fide; the veins of the
{crotum were very much enlarged, and va-
ricous : and the patient had a pain in his
back, which probably arofe from the
weight of the tumour~——The fuperior
part of the fpermatic chord was plainly to
be diftinguifhed, and appeared to be very
little thickened.—With a view to afcer-
tain, with as much precifion as might be,
the true ftate of the tefticle, I paflfed a
fmall trochar into the anterior and inferior
part of the tumour, and drew off twenty
ounces of bloody lymph.—The tefticle
appeared then to be extremely hard, un-
equal, and {cirrhous. In confultation with
Mr. Harrold, caftration was propofed, and

the
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the operation performed the enfuing day.
The difeafed tefticle we:ghed more than

two pounds

BeroRE the operation the patient took

. a purge, which having emptied the bowels,

he wasordered an anodyne draught; and this
was repeated the firft night.——The next
day he was feverith, and vomited often 3
but thefc fymptoms were removed by drink-
ing water impregnated with fixed air,
joined with {mall quantities of tm-ftura
thebaica.

TuE wound was treated according to the
rules of furgery, and was entirely f)eaffd

in nine weeks.

By fome modern writers in furgery it
hath been contended, that there are par-
ticular advantages to be -derived from
taking up the fpermatic artery, without

~ any other part of the chord. In every

operation of the kind that I have yet feen,
the whole [permatic chord was tied in
the beginning of the operation; which
SRR % % manceuvre
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manceuvre has feemed to me, in general,
a,m'z“ 8

G214 2

to leflen the > ‘pain of the eenfequent parts

of the dlﬁ'r:tf’[mn, and, by dividing the
chord beneath the ligature, immediately
after it hath been tied, the furgeon will
more {peedily, and with greater facility,
difengage the tefticle from the fcrotum.

In the cafe I have here related, I tied
the {permatic chord in' the beginning of
the operation ; from which procefs the pa-
tient declared he felt lefs pain, than when,
afterward, the artery of the feptum fcroti
was taken up by a tenaculum, and fe-
cured by ligature,
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A TUMOUR uponthe HE AD,

under which there was a deficiency of
the Cranium,

Case VIIL I N the year 1774 a boy, fourteen years
- of age, was brought to Mr. Harrold,
with a tumour upon the head, fituated
about the middle of the fagittal future, and
equal in fize to an hen’s egg.

THE account his fathcr gave was: that
his {fon had been viclently ftricken over the
part affeCted, about two months before,
with the handle of a broken chair, and
that a {welling immediately enfued, which
he every day hoped would difappear, from
the ufe of fuch medicines as his neighbours
had recommended to him. Being deceiv-
ed in his expe&ations, he was obliged to
have recourfe to better affiftance.

Mgr.HaRrroLD,uponexaminationof the
cafe, judged thetumour tocontain blood,and
made a free incifion thro’ the integuments.

A
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A large quantity of blood in a fluid ftate,
not in the leaft grumous or difcoloured,
was immediately difcharged; and a con-
fiderable hemorrhage enfuing, he hatftily
drefled the wound with dry lint, &c.—
T'wo days afterward he removed the exter-
nal dreffing; and, as he did not chufe to
hazard a return of the hemorrhage, he
left fome part of the lint, which adhered
ftrongly to the parts. When this was re-
moved at a {ubfequent dreffing, a quantity
of ichorous and putrid matter was dif-
charged with it.

Uron infpecting the bottom of the ca-
vity, Mr. Harrold was furprifed to per-
ceive the pulfation of the brain, and that
- there was a total deficiency of bone in all
that part, correfponding with the bafis of
the tumour, the diameter of which was
nearly two inches.——The furface of the

dura mater granulated, and the wound was

healed according to the rules of furgery.

The
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The HISTORY of a FRACTURE
and DEPRESSION of the SCULL,
no {ymptoms of which appeared until
the fourteenth day after the accident.

Case IX. A Chaife~driver at one of our inns, ap-

May2z,1771. plied to me on account of a wound
he had received in his forehead, and he
particularly defired I would examine the
ftate of his fcull, which he was apprehenfive.
was broken.——He informed me, that the
day before I faw him, he was fitting be-
fore the body of his mafter’s chaife, be-
tween Atherflone and Nuneaton, and
ftooping forward to adjuft fome part of the
harnefs which had been difordered, he re-
ceived a kick from one of the horfes.

HEe perceived he was wounded, that he
bled very much, and, to ftop the hemor-
rhage, he jumped off the carriage, and
filled the wound with fand. When he ar-
rived at Nuneaton he applied to a Surgeon,
whom he likewife defired to examine the

ftate
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~ ftate of his fcull—The boy was very
well when he camé to me in every refpe,
except the wound in his forehead.

ArTER I had wathed out the {fand and

dirt, [ proceeded to examine the ftate of the

{ubjacent parts.—The pericranium feem-
ed bruifed, but it was not detached from

the bone. The patient came every day to

my f{urgery to be dreflfed, and (againft my
directions) continued to look after horfes,
and drwe chalfes, as ufual

In the fpace of fourteen days, the wound
upon the upper part of the forehead was
almoft healed.—He then began to com-

plain of a glddmcfs of the head ; and, when

this {ymptom commenced, he was ordered
to lofe fome blood, and to be kept very
quiet.—Notwithftanding the dire&ions
that were given upon this occafion, the
vertigo increafed, accompanied with a pain
of the head; and to thefe fymptoms fu-
pervened-a defect of memory, and a gene-
ral lofs of flrength.——1It was now apparent
there was fome latent mifchief ; the wound

was
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was therefore infpected with particular at-
tention. One part of it appeared more flabby
than the reft, and, upon preffure, a {mall
quantity of fanies was difcharged.—I
puthed a probe through the fungous part,
and pafling it upward under the fcalp, dif-
covered a roughnefs on the furface of the
right parietal bone, near the fagittal future,

and more than three inches from the wound
of the forehead.

HavING made an incifion through the
fcalp over this part, I difcovered a fracture,
attended with very confiderable depreffion
of the bone,.—By two applications of the
trephine, affifted by Mr. Simfon, Surgeon
of Glafgow, the whole of the deprefied
portion of the fcull was removed.

Tue fymptoms did not in the leaft abate
smmediately after the operation: the pref-
fure of the frattured os parietale upon the
dura mater, having occafioned an inflam-
mation of that membrane. The caufe was'
removed, but the effe@®s feemed to remain.
——Although the patient was three times

5 e~ e



bled within a {fmall fpace of time after the
operation, and, in other refpes, a firic
antiphlogiftic plan was purfued, yet the
difeafe of the dura mater went on from
inflammation to mortification.——The pa-
tient was trepanned on the 7th of June,
fixteen days after the accident happened ;
and, on the 1 5th, the dura mater floughed
off in a putrid ftate. The bad fymptoms
decreafed after this event; but there was
a troublefome fungus from the cortical
fubftance of the brain, and a confiderable

portion of it came away in the fubfequent
dreffings *.

Tue patient, after the febrile fymptoms
difappeared, became very languid ; but,
by a liberal ufe of the bark, he gradually
recovered his firength, and, in defpite of

all remonfirances, began again to purfue-

hts irregularities.——He was often drunk,
ran about the flreets, attended the bufinefs

* Hildanus relates, that part of the fubflance of the
brain protruded, in a perfon that he trepanned, to fuch
a degree, that he was obliged, feveral times, to remove
it by ligature,—~The patient recovered, Obfervat. Chi-
surg. Centur, IV, Obf. 1IL. ps 287,

of
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of the ftables, and, notwithftanding all he
could do to prevent it, nature ftill prevailed,

and healed his wound.

IN this cafe it appears very probable, that
the wound of the forehead was occafioned
by one part of the horfe’s thoe, and the
fracture of the parietal bone by another.

TuE prefent method of removing a large
circular portion of the fcalp, previous to
the operation of the trepan, appears to me
not only a very unneceflary, but a very in-
human practice.—It removes the feat of
the hair, expofes a larger quantity of the
furface of the bone than is neceffary (ren-
dering thereby-an exﬁaliation almoft un-
avoidable) confiderably retards the cure of
the wound, and when, at laft, the parts
are healed after this operation, they will
experience the lofs of that defence, which
the thick fkin and aponeurofis of the occi-
pito-frontalis mufcle, forming the fcalp,
would otherwife have yielded to them *,

* Nuda enim caro, fi fine cute relinguatur, zpre ad
cicatricem perducitur. Galen, Comment. III. in Hippocr.

-de fraéturis charter. Tom. XII. p. 254.
In
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In feveral cafes of fractured feculls that
I have been concerned in, and in which it
was neceflary to apply the trephine more

- than once, the cure hath been accomplithed

without removing any portion of the fcalp;

-and the wounds were healed in half the

time that muft have been employed, if ex-
cifion had taken place.——In two of thefe
cafes the injury was in the forehead ; by
purfuing the above method, a very con-
fiderable deformity was avoided: and I
have feen but one cafe, thus treated, where
an exfoliation of the bone was neceflary.

To make a proper dil;fation of the
wound for the admiffion of the trephine,
I purfue the track of the fracure with the
knife, in whatever dire@ion it appears to
take.

I'r the circumftances of the cafe make
it proper to expofe a portion of the {cull,
in a form nearly circular, the old way of
making two incifions, interfeCting each other
at right angles, and afterward - diffecting
back the flaps, will denude the {ubjacent

bone
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bone full as well, for every purpofe of thé
operation, as if all that part of the integu-
ments had been cut off *,

Ir it is not, therefore, abfbluteiy necef=
fary to remove any portion of the fcalp,
even when the fcull is extenfively frac-
tured, how very irrational and cruel is
the practice (which I have too often feen)
of fcalping the patient, even upon the
Sufpicion of a fraCture; protralting there-
by the cure to three or four months, which
otherwife might have been accomplithed
in almoft as many days.

" * Que duabus tranfverfis lineis litterz X figuram ac-

cipit, ut deinde 2 fingulis procedentibus angulis cutis
fubfecetur. Celfus de Medic. Lib. VIIL, Cap. IV. p.
516,
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- A LACERATION of the RIGHT
HEMISPHERE of the BRAIN,
occafioned by external injury.

WAS fent for, in the middle of the

night, to Hands, who, being
much in liquor, had fallen frem his horfe,
upon the road betwixt Warwick and this
city.——1I difcovered that he had bled at the
ears, was infenfible and f{peechlefs.—As
there were marks of contufion on the right
fide of the head, I made an incifion through
the fcalp, but the pericranium was not Je-

tached, and the fcull appeared found.
|

ArTER fuffering the arteries that were
divided to bleed about fourteen ounces, I
drefled the wound, and left him until the
morning, by which time I {uppofed thole
{ymptoms which arofe from intoxication,
would, of courfe, difappear. Inthe morn-
ing of the fucceeding day he was in no re-
- {pe&t better, but continued very comatofe
and feverith,

E 1
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I Tuen had recourfe to evacuations,
which, I flattered myfelf, would have given
the abforbent {yftem an opportunity to take
up the fluids, which, I fuppofed had been
extravafated under the fcull —A large quan-
tity of blood was taken from the arm;
leeches were applied to the temples; blif-
ters to the legs, and behind the ears; ftools
were procured by clyfters; and the evacu-
ating plan was purfued on the two follow-
ing days, without the leaft amendment.
——On the fifth day the patient remained
{tupid, infenfible, and {peechlefs.

IT was now evident that evacuations,
general and partial, had been made as far
as prudence would allow ; and, at this pe-
riod, the f{urface of the fcull having af-
fumed a difeafed afpe&, in confultation with
Mzr. Harrold, it was agreed to perforate the
bone.——When the circular portion of the
{cull was removed, there was no extrava-
fated blood perceived betwixt it and the
dura mater; but under that membrane
fome kind of fluid was evident to the
touch.

5 THE
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TuE dura mater was divided by a lan-
cet, and about half a tea-cup-full of bloody
lymph was immediately diicharged.—
The patient had no fort of relief from the
operation : frefh blifters were applied ;
more blood was taken away; anodynes
with fudorifics were adminiftered, without
the leaft good effe¢t.——The day after the
trephine was applied, Mr. William Sharp,
of St. Bartholomew’s-hofpital, faw the pa-
tient; who thought that nothing had been
left untried, which promifed to be of any
eflential fervice in the cafe.——On the ninth
day from the accident he died.

Uron diffection, no part of the feull
appeared fractured ; the pericranium and
dura mater were, in every point, adherent
to it.—Upon removing the arch of the
bone, a large laceration was perceived to
~extend through the right hemifphere of the
- brain, beginning in the anterior, and ter-
minating in the pofterior lobe. It pene-
trated through the cortical, and part of the
medullary fubftance of the brain, and com-
municated with the right lateral ventricle.

E 2 A
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A CASE ofthe HYDROCEPFPH A-
LUS INTERNUS, where mer-
cury was adminiftered without fuccefs.

Case XI. I W A S defired to fee Mary Sither-
Decit1777- & fone, an a@ive lively girl, four years of
age.—I found her very ill, complaining
of great pain of the head, tofling it about
from one fide of the pillow to the other.
Her cheeks were red, her pulfe quick,
and the had been four days coftive. Her
mother informed me, that eight days be-
fore I faw her daughter the was drowfy,
and had a great defire to incline her head
upon the table.——The f{econd day of her
illnefs, the complained of pain in the back
part of her head, and defired her mother
to hold and prefs it.——On the fifth day
the was fick, brought up her breakfaft,
and could not bear the light.—On the
fucceeding day fhe was drowfy, vomited,
and complained much of her head, but
remained fenfible——The {ymptoms con-
tinued and increafed until the eighth, when

‘fhe was in the ftate above defcribed.
Durixnc
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During the whole progrefs of the dif-
eafe, the could never bear a candle to be
in the room at night, but {creamed aloud
to have it removed.

As {he had been coftive four days, the
firft neceflary bufinefs feemed to be to
empty the inteftinal canal. With this
view two clyfters were injected, at proper
intervals ; but they both returned without
producing the defired effet. An opening
medicine was ordered, and blifters were
applied betwixt the fhoulders, and upon

- the arms.

THE difeafe increafed, but the could
fpeak, and was fenfible.—Six grains of
calomel were divided into as many dofes,
and they were all taken in the courfe of the
day and the fucceeding night; one drachm,
likewife, of the ftronger mercurial oint-
ment was well rubbed into the legs.

Berore the next morning there had
been a confiderable difcharge of lymph
and faliva from the mouth and noftrils,

and her eyes watered much.
E 3 - SHE
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Sue was much worfe : her hands were
convulfed, and the mufcles moving the
globe of the eye fo affetted with fpafms,
that no part, except the white, could be
feen for fome hours.——Being out of town
all this day, the mercurial courfe was in-
termitted.

TuEe convulfions had ceafed; fhe was,
however, worfe in all other refpeéts: fhe
lay ftill, was ftupid, infenfible, fpeechlefs,
and incapable of deglutition. Her pulfe
was too quick to be counted with accu-
racy ; the pupils of the eyes were widely
dilated, and did not contra& at the ap-
proach of the ftrongeft light: the dif=
charge from her mouth and nofe had
ceafed.——As I could not, in the prefent
fituation, give her any more mercury by
the mouth, I dire&ted two drachms of
m::rc_urial ointment to be rubbed this day
into the legs.

I was furprifed to find her alive. The
fymptoms were, in every refpect, much
the fame as they had been the preceding

day.
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day. There was no difcharge from the
mouth ; and two drachms more of the
ointment were, in the evening, rubbed

into the legs and thighs.

SHE was rather better, could fwallow,
but there was no difcharge from the fali-
vary glands. She was at this time coftive ;
and as the calomel had before opened her
body, fix graihs of it were joined in a mix-
ture *, and the whole quantity was taken
in the courfe of the day and the night
enfuing.

SHE was no worfe in any refpe@; fhe
could {fwallow well, and difcovered in her
motions more figns of fenfibility ; but the
eyes at this period were not affeted by
- light, and the pupils remained widely di-
lated. In the afternoon her cheeks were
very red, her pulfe remarkably quick, and
~ a profufe fweat broke out from every part

* K Calomel, gr. vi.
Syr. fambuci, 3 vi.
Aq. purz g ii. M
Capiat fextam partem, horis fingulis tertiis.

E 4 of
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of the body. The mixture, containing
fix grains of calomel, was repeated.

Sur was much worfe in every reflpe&t ;
fhe had {weated profufely in the night,
and her pulfe was uncommonly quick and
weak ; the eye-lids were wide open, and
the furface of the tunica conjunétiva dry
and glafly. She {fwallowed nothing in the
courfe of the day, and died in the evening.

Leave could not be obtained to examine
the head.

I TRIED mercury in this cafe, from the
fuccefs which the ingenious Dr. Dobfon of
Liverpool had by the exhibition of this re-
medy, in one inftance of the hydrocepha-
lus internus.——Difagreeable as it muft be
to relate the inefficacy of a medicine that
hath, even once only, fucceeded in a dif=
cafe before deemed incurable, and from
which the medical world had conceived the
higheft expedtations; yet having given it,
in the above recited cafe, a fair trial, I
thought it a duty incumbent on me to com-
municate to the public this inftance of its
want of fuccefs.

: v
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An ACCOUNT of the good Effeéts
arifing from a Scarification of the T U-
NICA CONJUNCTIVA, in a
violent CHEMOSIS.

THOMAS D AVIS, of Bedworth, @ase XII
applied to me with a difeafe of the®*P25:177%:

left eye, which had been of fix weeks

continuance.——The tunica conjun&iva of

the eye-lids, as well as of the globe of

the eye, was much inflamed, and fo ex-

ceflively thickened, that it projected very

confiderably beyond the furface of the cor-

nea, and gave it the appearance of being

funk in the eye. In this ftate the tu-

nica conjuniva refembled a piece of

raw liver,.——The patient was almoft de-

prived of fight, partly occafioned by a ge-

neral cloudinefs of the cornea, and on ac-

count of an opake fpot, which occupied

that part of the furface of the eye oppo-
fite the pupil.

He complained of a very excruciat-
ing pain from the difeafed eye, fhooting
through
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through the temple to the back part of the
head. He informed me that he had been
repeatedly bled, and advifed to apply
blifters behind the neck and ears; from
neither of which, nor indeed from any
thing that had been attempted to relieve
him, had he reccived the leaft benefit:
on the contrary, it was much to be appre-
hended, that a total lofs of the ufe of the
organ of vifion muft have been the inevit-
able confequence.

I pirecTED him to have fix leeches
applied in the circumference of the eye, as
clofe to it as pofiible; and, on account of
the extreme pain and irritability which at-
tended, I gave him a pill every night, com-
pofed of two grains of extractum thebai-
cum, and the fame quantity of calomel.
He was direCted to ufe a pediluvium every
night, and to take, every third morning,
an ovuace of Rochelle {alt diflfolved in
water. ‘T'he difeafed eye was fomented
feveral times a day, with the faturnine wa-
ter of Goulard.

THE
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THE tunica conjun&iva not being in Sept. 19.

any degree unloaded, fix leeches were
again applied round the eye; and Iintend-
- ed to have opened the temporal artery, but
its pulfation could not be difcovered with
fufficient precifion, to give that operation
any chance of fucceeding. The other di-
rections were obferved as before.

THE acute pain in the head was dimi-
nithed, but the ftate of the tunica conjunc-
tiva was much the fame as before.—Hav-
ing fomented the eye and temples fome
time with warm milk and water, I invert-
ed the lower lid, and with the point of a
lancet made f{even or eight fcarifications in-
to the tunica conjunctiva, I kept the car-
tilage fome time inverted with my finger,
to promote the evacuation; and by thefe
means two or three tea-fpoonfuls of blood
were difcharged: the warm fomentation
was ufed again. The patient flept much
better this night than ufual; in the {uc-
ceeding morning he could fee obje&ts more
clearly than before, and the pain of the
~head was inconfiderable,

THE

et 21,.
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THe (fcarification was repeated with
fuch advantage, that on the 3oth the tu-
nica conjunctiva appeared only of a pale
red colour, its veflels having been emptied
and contralted. The calomel pills were
continued; 1n which the proportion of
opium was reduced to half the ufual quan-
tity. The application to the eye was then
the aqua vitriolica camphorata, and it was
ordered to be ufed cold.

On the 6th of O&ober the patient could
difcern objes pretty diftinGtly; the {pot
upon the cornea was much reduced in di-
menfions, and the inflammation of the tu-
nica conjunctiva entirely removed,

In very bad inflammations of the eye,
where that fyftem of veflels which, in a
ftate of health, circulate only the pellucid
parts of the blood, are fo much dilated as
to admit the red globules (errore loci) if
the difeafe hath been of long continuance,
the veflels are fo preternaturally diftended,
and their contractile power fo much weak-

ened, that it will be in vain to expect a
cure
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‘cure from any general evacuations.——In
this ftate of the cafe, I have often feen
the moft beneficial effe@s from a fcarifica-
tion of the tunica conjuniva of the infe-
rior eye-lids, with a brufh made of the
ears of bearded wheat; by which the vef-
fels of the part inflamed are divided, the
ftagnant blood is evacuated, and perhaps a
falutary ftimulus is communicated, by
which the relaxed veflels contra& to their

proper dimenfions. A very particular ac-~

count of this operation, and a great num-
ber of cafes, demonftrating its good ef-
fects in many difeafes of the eye and its
coats, are given by Duddell *, in a treatife
upon thefe fubjects. The reafon I ufed
a lancet in the cafe I have juft related was,
becaufe I had no brufhes at that time, nor
any proper materials for making them.——
There is an objection to the ufe of the lan-
cet: if the little wound of the divided
veflels does not exaltly correfpond with
that of the tunica conjunctiva, the blood
may infinuate itfelf into the reticular mem-

* Benedi&t Duddell, on the Difeafes of the horny

Coat of the Eye, &c.
brane,

61
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brane, and fpreading abroad under the
fkin, give it the appearance of a black eye.

This remark may, perhaps, appear of very
little importance ; nor fhould I have men-

tioned it, if I had not experienced the in-
convenience of fuch a circumftance.
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A TUMOUR ofthe INFERIOR
EYE-LID, cured by excifion. |

I DissecTeD a tumour from the lowerCase XIIL
eye-lid, in a young man of this city ; J*™ 4 '775:

it was about the fize of a pigeon’s egg.

A tranfverfe incifion was made over the

tumour, about an eighth of an inch be-

low the edge of the eye-lid; and, in en-

deavouring to feparate the cyft from the

fkin, I wounded it, and found it full of

hydatids. I cut away all the anterior part

of the cyft, the reft floughed off; and the

wound foon healed, without leaving any
deformity.

The



64 CASES ano REMARKS

The HIST ORY of an uncommon
TUMOUR, which thruft the Globe
of the right Eye entirely out of the
Socket.

Case XIV.Y N the year 1774, M. Watts, aged
thirty, interfering between two men
who were fighting, had a blow from one
of them, by which fhe was knocked down.
About a week after this, fhe perceived a
fmall f{welling on the part where fhe re-
ccived the blow. It was not very trouble-
fome to her, and therefore the neglected
it. As I was paffing her houfe one day,
fhie called me in to examine it.

I piscovERED a tumour, about the
fize of a hazel nut, upon the upper part of
the nofe, rather inclining to the right fide.
Its bafis adhered to the os nafi, very near,
and a little above that part, where the ten-
don of the orbicularis mulcle 1s inferted,
and it was fo fixed, hard, and immove-
able, that I imagined it to have been an

exoftofis,

I
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I Apvisep her to rub into the part,
every night and morning, fome mercurial
ointment.—=I believe it was three months
after this time before I faw the poor wo-
man again.——At this period, the tumour
was much inecreafed, extending its dimen-
fions on every fide, particularly toward
the eye; and part of it having approached
near the orbit, in fuch a degree as to prefs
upon the faccus lachrymalis, occafioned the
tears to diftil down the cheek. The moft
prominent part of the {welling was foft,
but its circumference ftill retained a boney
hardnefs. The patient began to have a
dull pain in the part, which extended to
the temmple and right fide of the forehead.

As the cafe appeared then very fingular,
I took every opportunity of fhewing it to
furgeons_of my acquaintance. Although
none of them could define the exa& na-
ture of the difeafe, they all agreed, that,
from the apparent flaGuation in the moft
prominent part, there muft be a fluid
within. In a confultation, at which four

furgeons were prefent, it was determined
8 F that
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that an incifion fhould be made into the
body of the tumour, to evaguate the fluid,
and that if any thing further was done,
the future procefles of the operation thould
be regulated by circumitances as they arofe.
The neceflity of fome attempts to relieve
the patient was urged, on account of the
large fize of the tumour, of the great dif-
pofition which it difcovered to increafe
every day, and the probability there was
that the globe of the eye would be injured,
or entirely deftroyed, - by the further pro=
grefs of the difeafe.

In purfuance of this refolution, and in
prefence of the gentlemen who advifed the
meafure, I made an incifion through the
integuments, the whole length of the tu-~
mour, and afterward divided a thick carti-

laginous cyft, but, to our great furprife,

not one drop of any fluid was evacuated,
except fuch a quantity of blood as: might
be fuppofed to flow from the incifions:
the cavity of the tumour feemed to be
filled up with a fungus.

THE
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THE queftions now were, Whether we:
fhould ftop, or Whether we thould pro-,
ceed, and attempt the extirpation of the
whole ?~~The great extent of the bafis of
the tumour, its firm adhefence every where
to the f{ubjacent benes, and the incom=
prefiible hardnefs of its fides, were argu-
ments againft the prudence of the enter-
prize; the fituation of part of the tumour
within the orbit, and the probability that
the bones of the nofe, &c. partook of the
mifchief, in a fituation too deep to be
reached by any efforts of art, furnithed
prefumptive proofs of the impraéticability
of the operation. The wound was there-
fore drefied up in the common manner,
and it healed in a little time, without de=
monftrating the leaft appearance of any
kind of malignity. The f{welling kept on
increafing as ufual, extending lower down
by the fide of the nofe, and the eye be=
gan to be pufhed out of its focket.

In- this deplorable fitnation, I was very
defirous that the poor woman might have
the beft advice poffible, and therefore fent

F 2 her
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her to Loondon, recommended her to the
care of Mr. William Sharp, and acquainted
him by letter, that if he could give her
the leaft encouragement, fhe would fub-
mit to any thing he advifed, and ftay in
London as long as he thought proper.

- MR. Suarp was fo obliging as to pro-
cure for her the joint opinion of the fur-
geons of St. Bartholomew’s-hofpital. Thofe
gentlemen, upon a confideration of the cafe,
agreed that the extirpation of the tumour
could not be undertaken with any profpect
of fuccefs; and therefore nathing could be
done but to palliate the fymptoms. After
{taying fome days in London, the returned
to Coventry.

- HEr complaints then became every day
gradually worfe, and fhe had frequent re-
turns of hemorrhage from the nofe, which
reduced her ftrength {o much, that her
life was not apprehended to be of long
continuance. By means, however, of the
bark, a nourithing diet, the ufe of opiates
(when her pain made them neceflary) and

the
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the faturnine water of Goulard, applied
cold to the tumour, fthe recovered her
ftrength wonderfully, and the returns of
hzmorrhage were much lefs frequent. In
proportion to the increafe of the tumour,
and confequent diftention of the parts, her
pain augmented, and the ufe of opium in
large dofes, became more than ever ne-

ceflary.

TureEE months before her death, which
happened two years after the commence-
ment of the difeafe, the noftril of the af-
feCted fide appeared to have been filled up
with a hard {ubftance, of the {cirrhous
polypous kind; and the other fo com-
prefled by its bulk, that the nofe appeared
ftrangely diftorted, and there feemed to
be no paffage even for air, through the
noftrils into the lungs.

AT this period, the globe of the right
eye was entirely thruft out of the focket ;
and, notwithftanding the great elongation
which the optic nerve muft neceffarily have
fuﬁamed before this wonderful change of

B3 fituation
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fituation could have taken place; the poor
woman could fee to read a large print,
when the other eye was covered.  This
can only be explained by the very g::adual,
and almoft imperceptible manner, in which
this event happened. The pupil was capa-
ble of free expanfion and contraétion; but
the circle at all times was rather larger than
it thould have been in a natural ftate of

the eye,

AsouT a fortnight before fhe died,
the polypous excrefcence appeared exter-
nally through the right noftril, and from
the feparation of a flough about the center
of the' tumour, the fame fungous appearance
préfentcd. No other circumfitances of this
extraordinary cafe happened worth relat-
ing, except thata little time before her
deceafe, there was a confiderable hzmor-
rhage from the noftril.——At lcngth, worn
out with pain, weaknefs, and fatigue, death
put 2 welcome period to her fufferings. It
is much to be lamented, that I could not
procure permifiion to examine the ftate of

the parts after her deceafe.
A
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A CANCEROUS DISEASE of
the MOUTH, fuccefsfully treated.

RS. E n, of Warwick, at the Case XV.

latter end of the year 1769 perceived
a fmall {fwelling within her upperiip. Some
little time after its firft appearance it was
attended with pains, fhooting over the
roof of the mouth toward the throat.
The neighbouring parts became hard, her
pains increafed, the point firft affected ul-
cerated, and the difeafe fpread toward the
throat. At the expiration of two years,
when all her complaints, inftead of giving
way to the methods that had been tried
for her relief, appeared to be exafperated,
the was fuppofed to be incurable by the
gentlemen who had attended her.

In this fituation fhe came to Coventry,
in June 1772, I found her then much
emaciated, with an hectic fever; the dif=
eafe had fpread into her throat; her up-
per lip and gums were almoft deftroyed ;
and the parts around the fore were indu-

F 4 rated
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rated and tumefied. Her nights were pafled
without fleep, on account of the conti-
nual lancinating pain under which fhe
laboured. Her appetite was gone, her
pulfe was quick, and fhe bad for fome
time been weakened by exceflive noctur-
nal {weats.

Sue was defired to confine herfelf as
much as poffible to a milk diet, joined with
rice, and when thirfty, to drink the mait
infufion. Three times every day fthe took
an antifeptic draught *. I defired her to
take into her mouth often, half a large
{poonful of a mixture of the exprefled
juices of the leaves of hemlock and the
roots of carrot, in equal quantities; and
every night, at bed-time, an anodyne pill -}
was adminiftered.

¢ R Infaf. cort. Per. frigid. % 1.

Tinét. cort. Hux. 7 ii,

El. vit, acid, gutt, XX,

Syr. € cort. aur. 3'i. M.
Fiat hauftus.

+ K Extr. cicutz, gr.v.
——- Thebaic. gr.1:
M. {. pilula.

AFTER

T
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ArTer purfuing this plan a fortnight,
her acute pains were leflened, and the ge-
neral afpe¢t of the fore was clearly not
worfe than when we began, which afforded
{ome kind of encouragement to proceed.

73

THEe draught was continued twiceaday July 26.

only, the elixir vitrioli omited, and half
a grain of mercurius corrofivus {ublimatus,
diffolved in a fmall quantity of proof fpi-
rit, added to each. The anodyne pill was
taken as before, and a quarter of a pint of
a decoction ¥ ordered to be drank every
night and morning.——Amendment was
then vifible every day : in lefs than a month
the indurated fides of the fore foftened ;
the cavity leflened ; the pains were almoft
gone; the night {weats ceafed; and her
health in every refpe& was better,

HEeRrR mouth was at that time become
fore, from the effe@s of the fublimate ;

* R Rad. farfz incif. 7% ii.
Cort. Peruv. contuf. %1i. coque fimul in aquz

fontanz 15 iii. ad b ii. cola & adde aq. cin.
fort. % ii,

but
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but fuch evident advantages appeared to
have arifen from it, that'I did not chufe
to incur any hazard of ftopping the pro-
grefs of a {uccefsful treatment, to avoid a
merely local inconvenience. - When there
feemed to be any danger of falivation, it
was prevented, by wafhing the mouth
with the faturnine water of Goulard, and
keeping her bowels open.” The corrofive
{ublimate, thetefore, and the other medi-
cines were continued, until the cure was
completed.

On the 18th of September 1772, Mrs.
E returned to Warwick, perfeétly
well ; and although it is now more than
fix years fince the was under my care, fhe
has not experienced the leaft return of her
complaint *,

* The late Mr. Gooch, in his Iaft publication, hath
given us an account of the good effets of fublimate in a
cancerous cafe, nearly fimilar to the above. Med. and
Chirurg. Obferv, p. 145.

An
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An ACCOUNT of the extirpation of
a large TUMOUR of the Ranula
kind.

R S. W——-d, of Warwick, appliedCase XVI,
to me for the relief of a large fwell-3P:1077%
ing under her chin.—It occupied all the
fpace under the lower jaw, and its inferior
point extended as low as the thyroid gland.
It appeared very large likewife within the
mouth, under the tongue, which was
‘thruft againft the roof of the mouth, and,
by its preflure upon the epiglottis, made
the action of breathing fometimes diffi-
cult; during the time the flept, the was
obliged to lie with her mouth quite open.
——She was thirty-fix years of age; and
the {welling had been gradually forming
ever fince her infancy. At the age of fix-
teen 1t almoft vanithed, then increafed
again; and from that period to the time I
faw her, it became continually larger, al-
though its increafe was flow, and almoft
‘imperceptible.—S8he had taken a great
varicty
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variety of medicines, but without any ad-
vantage.

I inrorMED her fhe could have no
chance of a cure without the affiftance of
the knife. She replied, that fhe came to
Coventry to fubmit to any thing I fhould
propofe for her advantage.

Havinc her head well fecured betwixt
the knees of a perfon fitting down, and,
with the approbation of Mr. Harrold, 1
made two incifions through the integu-
ments, whofe points meeting each other
at the fuperior and inferior parts of the tu-
mour, defcribed a figure nearly oval ; and
the fkin was afterwards difleted on each
fide toward the bafis. The cyft not being
yet expofed, the incifion was continued
through the platyfma myoides, and the
mylo-hyoidei mufcles. Upon dividing the
cyft, which was extremely thick, about
twelve ounces of curdled matter were dif-
charged. 1T cut away all the anterior part
of the cyft; and after taking up three ar-
teries, which bled very freely, filled the

cavity
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cavity of the wound with dry lint.—Af-
ter the operation, fhe was ordered to drink
plentifully of diluent liquors, to gargle her
mouth often in the day with a repellent
cooling application, and at night to take
an opiate.

THE parts were in great pain, tenfe,
and hot; the membrane of the mouth was
thickened, and there had been a large dif-
charge of faliva.——Some blood was taken
from the arm, a clyfter ordered, the gargle
was continued, and the opiate repeated at
night.

‘THE fymptoms were much more favour-
able; fhe refted well, and the pain and
heat of the parts were abated.

Uron removing the dreflings, I dif-
covered the muicles had contraGed fo
much (the {mall opening which commu-
nicated with the remaining part of the
cyft, being now contracted fo much as
fcarcely to admit my finger through it)
that I feared the aperture might be obli-

terated,

77
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terated, before we could procure a deftruc=
tion of the cyft. To prevent this effe&,
1 introduced a bit of prepared {punge.

Tue {punge having fufficiently dilated
the aperture of the muicles, fome of the
caufticam commune fortius was fpread up-
on lint, and introduced upon the point of
my finger, into contalt with the cyft,
where it was held for the {pace of half an
hour, when T thought it probable that a
fufficient flongh mightbe produced.——In a
few days the cyft began to loofen, and foon
after digefted off ; new granulations arofe ;
in fix weeks the wound healed; and the

Pﬁtiﬂﬂt returned home in perfect health.

The
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The CURE ofa RANULA, by

incifion and cauftic,

I WAS confulted in the cafe of Mifs Casﬂﬁx"r’ﬂ-
P s of Wooton in the county ofM“ el

Warwick, who had a tumour of two

year's continuance under the tongue. I

hoped, after the containing fluid fhould

be evacuated, and the fides of the cyft

made to adhere, that a cure might be
obtained.

For this purpofe I paffed a large crook-
ed needle, armed with a ftrong ligature,
within the mouth, from one fide of thebafis
of the tumour to the other. About two large
{poonfuls of a fluid, in confiftence like the
white of an egg, were difcharged; and
the ends of the thread were left to hang
out of the patient’s mouth, that they
~might be drawn from fide to fide every
day.

As foon “as the difcharge of the vifcid
fluid ceafed, the feton was withdrawn,
5 and
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and in a little time fhe appeared well.—
In lefs than a month’s time the fwelling
became as large-as ever. I then cut away
a circular portion of the membrane of the

mouth, and on the fucceeding day applied

the cauftic, in the fame manner as hath
been related in the preceding cafe. The
cyft was in this manner effectually deftroy-
ed; and the patient afterward continued

free from any return of her complaint *,
: To

* The cure of the ranula can never be obtained by
fimply opening the tumour.

Stalpart. Vander-Wiel relates a cafe, where a ranula
had been opened three times without fuccefs ; and at laft
the cure was obtained by corrofive applications. Tom. I.
Vide Schenkius, Obf. 388. lib. 10.

Paré recommends the 2acual cautery. Lib. VII.
Chap. V. : :

In a cafe of this kind, Tulpius obferves that the cure
was obtained by hot iron. Obferv. Med. Lib. I. Cap.
§2. p- 103.

Barbette, after incifien, employed an efcharotic pow-
der. Anatom. pag.115.

Rofius advifes that, after having opened the tumour
with a fcalpel, it thould be dreffed with lint, {aturated
with alum water. Obferv. Chirurg. p. 143.

Van Swieten relates a cafe of a large ranula cured by
incifion, and the ufe of an aftringent fomentation. Com-

ment. in Aphor. Boerh. §. 796.

Marchettis
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To Dr. A S H.
Sar,

o THE following cafe of the fcarlet

- *¢ fever * (the prefent epidemic of
“ this county) having been attended with
*¢ very fingular circumftances, I flatter
¢ myfelf a {hort hiftory of it will not be
¢ difpleafing to you. I am, &c.”

Marchettis recommends the juice of the chelidonjum

Majus vilgare, to deftroy the cyft. Velchius advifes the
_fame application., Obferv. Medic. Epif. 26. p.17.

M. de la Faye defcribes the cafe of a ranula fo large,
that it prevented the patient from opening the mouth, or
fpeaking : it was cured by incifion and cauftic.

Dionis obferves, that the fimple opening of the tu-
mour will not &ffect a cure : therefore he advifes the part
to be drefled, after incifion, with the vitriolic acid and
mel rofarum. ‘ L4

M. Louis declares that he hath opened many of thefe
tumours by incifion, and they have been reproduced in a

dhort fpace of time. He contends that the ranula is oc-
cafioned by a dilatation of the fublingual falivary gland,
in confequence of a difeafe or obliteration of the excre-
tory dut : and therefore the difeafe cannot properly be
called an encyfted tumour. Vid. I'Encyclopédie, article
Grenouillette.

® Febris anginofa. Huxham. Scarlatina anginofa.
‘Sauvage. Scarlatina, Plenciz.

G ON
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N the 14th of O&ober laft Elizabeth

Green, 2 healthy young woman,” of
Stoke in this neighbourhood, was feized
with a fhivering fit, which was foon fuc-
ceeded by heat, thirft, and other febrile
{fymptoms. - The next day her mouth and
throat were {o painful, that {he {fwallowed
with the utmoft difficalty. On the third
day a fcarlet rafh made its’ appearance on
her arms, neck, and other parts. Thefe
{ymptoms continued until the fifth day,
when fhe became delirious ;. and having
Been for fome hours incapable of {wallow-
ing liquids, or of breathing without great
difficulty, by a violent exertion of cough-
ing ‘and retching. fhe brought up fome
bloody matter, and a great quantity of
miembranous floughs. * After this difcharge
{he could f{wallow much better, and with
lefs pain; but the fever and its fymptoms
continued until the fourteenth dayi when
1 was firft defired to vifit her.

1 rounp her extremelyill : her-pulfe was
quick and weak ; her'fkin hot and dry; and
the
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the epidermis univerfally peeling off in
fcales. Her throat was, fhe faid, better;
but 1 had no opportunity of examining the
ftate of it, the mulles of the lower jaw
being fo rigid, that {he could only open
her mouth to admit the extremity of a tea-
{poon. She complained of much pain on
the left fide of the neck, where, upon ex-
amination, was difcovered a very perceptible
induration. [ thought there might be fome
chance of a fuppuration taking place in this
part, which might prove ferviceable to the
cafe, and therefore direGted an emollient
cataplaim, to which was added a propor-
tion of flour of muftard, fufficient to.com-

municate a heat to the tkin, Every fourth -

“hour fhe was ordered to take two ounces
of decoction of bark, mixed with half a
drachm of the cordial confecion.

Tue next day (the fifteenth) I was
‘hattily fent for, . her friends fuppofing fhe
was dying. She had fainted ; and, when
I faw her, all the mufcles of the right arm
and leg were violently convulfed.  She

- continued in this ftate two hours, and then
i G 2 the
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the {pafm ceafed. I made no other altera-
tion in the treatment, than adding' five
grains of camphor to each dofe of cordial
mixture. In the night the convulfions
returned, attended with a rattling in the
throat. After the paroxyfm left her, fhe
lay fome time in a ftate, in which her
friends again fuppofed fhe had but a fhort
time to live: fhe recovered, however, a
little, and defired to drink fome cold
water.

On the fixteenth the convulfions return-
ed three or four times, with equal vio-
lence ; and in the intervals the complained
of great pains of the neck. Her cordial
medicine with wine was perfifted ‘in, and
the ftimulating cataplafm continued.

On the feventeenth day I perceived an
obfcure fluGuation in the fide of the neck ;
and apprehending that an external opening
for the matter would afford the beft chance
of recovery, I made an incifion, three parts
of an inch in length, through the integu-
ments, under the angle of the jaw, and

near
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near the anterior edge of the fterno-maf-
toideus mufcle; then pufhing the knife
on, about two ounces of very offenfive
matter were difcharged. The drain con-

tinued large for feveral days; but, after

the operation, fhe never had the /eaf re-
Zurn of convulfions, the febrile fymptoms
gradually abated, and every appearance of
danger is now entirely gone; a great de-
gree of weaknefs only remaining, which
will probably require a confiderable lcngth
of time to remove,.

Coventry,
Nov. 16, 1778.
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The HISTORY of a fatal DISEASE
of the OESOPHAGUS, ﬂccaﬁuned
by an accigent.

Case XIX,IN the¢ month of January, 1776, one
Thurfton, a barber, hav:ng a d:l’pute
with a man, received an injury.‘in’ his
throat, by a fough flick being, ‘with vio-
lence, pu{hed down it.’ Some blood was
difcharged ; and the nextday, finding hig
throat fore he called upon me. T was not
at home, and he neglected to procure any
affitance until a month had pafled, whﬁn,

1 was defired to vifit him.

He complained then of a moft violent
pain in the fide of the neck, could fwal-
low -nothing but fluids, and thofe with
the utmoft difficulty.——1I had not an op-
Pﬁrtumty of examining the throat, as the
pain and rmd:ty of the mufcles prevented
him from moving the lower jaw.

E'TrREATED the complaint at firlk as an
inflammatory quinfey, by bleeding, clyf-
i ters,



i U R GERY.

ters, antiphlogiftic gargles, and blifters e
On the fourth day from the time I firft faw
him, after a very reftle(s night, he brought:
up fuddenlya large quantity of purulentand
very offenfive matter.  The f{ymptoms
were, in confequence of this, in fome mea=
fure abated, and I had hopes that the fup-~
puration would have proved the crifis of
the.difeafe ; but in this expe@ation I was
difappointed : ‘the quantity of matter; in-
ftead of leflening, continually increafed.

On fome days, indeed, it appeared very
fmall, -then it ufed fuddenly to increafe;
probably occafioned ‘by a lodgement in
fome part of the cefophagus, or from:the

matter finding its way into the ftomach,
from whence it was, ‘every third or fourth
day, dfcharged by vomiting.

A s there was then. much reafon to
fear the patient would fink under fuch a
long continued difcharge of matter, or fuf-
fer from its abforption into the f{yftem,
every. method was taken to prevent, as
- much as poflible, thefe effects. - The bark
- was very liberally adminiftered ; the parts
G 4 WEere
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were conftantly wathed with an antifeptio
gargle;; a milk and vegetable diet was en-~
joined ; and a conftant circulation of frefh’
air was procured through the chamber,
but to no good purpofe: the patient be-.
came weaker; the heétic fymptoms ad-

vanced ; and the difcharge of matter was
every day augmented.

In the beginning of March: (three
months from the time the injury was re-
ceived) I obferved a blufh of inflammation
on the fide of the neck, againft which the
patient defcribed the ftick to have been
pufhed; and hoping that we might pre-
vent the matter from draining into the fto-
mach by an external opening, I ordered
an emollient poultice to the part, which
was continued eight days. I then direGed
another cataplafm, -compofed of the farina
of linfeed and water, to which a fmall
quantity of the powder of muftard was
added. This application occafioned pain ;
in a little time a tumour was formed, and,
as foon as a fluGtuation was evident, I
opened it by cauftic, and let out about

four |
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four ounces of matter, the moft putrid I

ever remember to have feen..» When the.

efchar feparated; ‘the fat of ithe cellular
membrane appeared to haye been entirely
melted away; the carotid artery was ex-
pofed; and the mufcles were as clean as if
they had been difleed: The external

opening appeared to communicate with the

nternal ulcer, as fome parts of the food
were now and then diicharged through it.

THe patient was ordered to lie upon:
the fide affected, that the matter might.

have a more depending drain; the anti-

feptic plan was ftrictly continued, and every-

precaution taken that might afford a chance
of recovery., But the matter became more
acrimonious, and increafed in quantity ;
his ftrength leflened ; a diarrheea came on ;
and in June (fix months from the date of

his complaint) he died, cmaciated to the.
greateit degree, -

Ef_t..,,__:.?i;.. - ‘;M ; e L An
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An ACC O UN T of a wound of the
“TRACHEA, which pwvcd mﬂrtal'
from an’ uncemmon caul‘e. |

Casz XX, ON the 4‘&} ef March 1774, ydurig‘“
woman' of this eity, ifa fit of de-
fpondency;’ cut her throat.’” 'Soon after the’
wag difdbvered, T faw her.——S8he had di~
vided; with aipenkmfe, the whole annu-
lar fubftance of the trachea, juft beneath
the'thytoid eaitilage ; ‘had “loft 2 oreat
quantity' ¢f-blosd; and was mcapabie of
{peaking . ~—By two ftitchesof the inter~
rypted future, aflifted by flips of ficking:
plaifter, I broaight the fides of ‘the wound

6f the fﬂffgw?m'ﬁt.r lﬂi‘ﬂ Conth&. s
: T pe nextday ‘the patient was in aprﬁ-
maﬁng way, and was capable/of fpeaking.
2-On the third day fhe had a violent
cough; and, upon removing the dreflings,
the greateft part of the air, in the a& of
expiration, feemed to efcape through the
wound, with an uncommon noife.—With
a view to moderate the cough, fhe was.
ol\ ordered
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ordered an anodyne lintis, and 2 large
blifter was applied to the back:  She was
directed to abftain from: every thing acri-
monious or heating s nourifhment was. al«
ways given - her in a liquid form; and, to
promote a regular difcharge from the in<
teftinal canal, a clyfier iwas adminiftered
gvery. evening:: ou 0ol doum o

- By degrees the cough abated, and evety
day there feemed to be more reafon 'to ehi
tertain hopes of a favourable términation
of the cafe. At the expiration of three
weeks fhe was capable of fitting up; ¢he
wound was very much diminifhed in- fize,
and the mucous difcharge leflened at every
drefling. In the fourth wetck the wound
was nearly healed, when the patient was
feized with a difficulty of | breathing, ac-

companied with a fenfeof fuffocation’; and,

after a continuance and increafe of thefe
fymptoms during the {pace of twenty-foup
hours, fhe died. bigwydt Bna biosh
I prssecTeD the parts the day after hee
- deceafe,  aflited by M, Harrold.~——The
- external
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external wound had been contradted fo
much, that there was then only room to
introduce a probe, which pafled very freely
into the trachea downward. The cicatrix
adhered very firmly to the 7nferior part of
the divided trachea, but the fuperior por-
tion had retracted half an inch, and its
cavity was {fo much filled up by granulations
of flefb, that there did not appear room for
a fufficient quantity of air to pafs through
it to dilate the lungs; and when the exter-
nal wound became fo fmall that the lungs
could not be fupplied with air from that
fource, ;a difficulty of breathing com-
menced, and at length the patient was
fuffocated, by the very efforts which na-
ture made to heal the divided parts,

Some time before this cafe oecurred,
Mr. Harrold did me the favour to defire I
would fee a patient of his, who had cut
into the cavity of the traches, betwixt the
cricoid and thyroid cartilages.—In this
cafe the integuments orly had been united
by ligature, and the patient, in every re-
fpedt, feemed to be in a fituation as re=

mote
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mote from danger as could be imagined :
neverthelefs, in the fifth night he fuddenly
died. -

I ATTENDED the examination of the
body; and the immediate caufe of death,
in this inftance, appeared to us to have
been occafioned by the rupture of a fmall
artery, the blood from which not having
a ready external paflage, had found its
way into the trachea, and there formed
a coagulum, which plugged up the ca-
vity of the windpipe, and fuffocated the
patient, by preventing the accefs of air tq
the lungs. When we took out the coagu-
lated blood, it appeared to have branched
out into the ramifications of the alperta
arteria, '

- QuEery. Would the fewing up the
windpipe, and leaving the external wound
open, in both or either of thefe cafes, haye
afforded a better chance of recovery ?

93
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“quiries, Vol. IIL, p. 85.
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A very fingular affeGtion of ‘the OE § O-
PH A GUS, which occafioned the
~death of the patient,

r~HE e«fophagus (whofe found ftate is
A of the utmoft confequence to the ani-
mal ‘machine) is fubje& to many and very
dahgerous difeafes. Amongft the caufes
that have occafioned a difficult deglutition,
have been mientioned fpafms*; ulcers; a
{éitrhods ‘induration: of the coats of the
a@fophagus 4, or of the numerous lym-
phatic glands || nearly in-contaét with it;
’an%.fa{:t:uli, or preternatural pouches §.
- '#® znacpoint of acafeof this kind, enred by antifpaf-
modics, is related by Dr. Percival. Med. Tranfad.

Vol. IL. p. go.

+ The czfophagus in a perfon was found cartilaginous
throughout dts whole extent, and fo much icontrafted,
that 2 hogls briftle could fcarcely be t,_ra,nfmitt'gdl Mem.
de I’Acad. Royal. de Chirurg. Tom. L. p. 488t
4y Tulpius has related a cafe where 'the acfophagus was
rendered impervious, by a {cirrhous tumour fituated be-
twixt the trachea and ccfophagus, which proved fatal.
Obferv. Medic. Lib. I. Cap. XL1V. p. 83.

§ A remarkable inftance of this kind is recorded by
Mr. Ludlow of Briftol. Medical Obfervations and Ene

EvERY
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. "Every degtee of difficalty of fivallow-
“ing may ‘be 'fuppofed, likewife, to arife
“from'a paralytic ftate of the cefophagus *,
confidered as a mufcle ; and the daily ‘and
conftant action it muft neceflarily undergo

530" Tulpibs deferibes a cafe, where, from a2 paralytic
-dtate of the mufcles fuhferviﬂn;;nzdeg]ylti;iﬂq, the patient
died on the feventh day. Obferv, Medic, Lib. I. Cap.
‘i.r4-z. Plog 0L 7 =1 L2I0W b

-+ Jacotius obferves that he hath feen this difeafe, and

that the patient generally dies: but Stalpart. Vander-
~Wiel hath given the hiftory of a cafe, where a young wo-

man was reduced almoft toa fkeleton, from a difficuley

of {wallowing.—A whale-bone was introduced, and no
Mri&ure found : whence the phyfician concluded -the cafe
“was paralytic. During the fpace of a whole year the
food, after being ‘malticated, was puthed into the fio.
~mach by a probang, with a fpunge fixed to its extremity,

(At length the patient wonderfully recovered. . Obfervar,

Tom. II. Obf. 27. p. 287. R
- Willis likewife deferibes a paralytic cafe, almoft fimifar _,
-2o the lalt ; wherein the mufcular fibres of the clopha- 0
_gus having loft their tonic power, the food was daily
forced into the ftomach, during the fpace of fixteen years,
“by the whalebone. Pharmaceut. Ration. Seét. 11, Cap,
T peogs. 1 :

, (gglen probably alludes to this difeafe of the mf’uphagus,
'v.’h_en he fays, “ Si ingeftorum in tranfita tarditas zqualis
[%¢ & line dolore accidere confuevit, & in fupino decubita

“¢ augetur, erefta vero cervice mitigatur, circa ullum

- *° anguftiz fenfum.” De locis affetis, Lib, V. Cap. ¢,
| “Chart. Tom. VIL p. 491,

e

for
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for the purpofes of life, muft neceffarily

expofe it to an infinity of mifchief, refult-

ing from the retention of extraneous and
adventitious fubftances. The moft dan-

gerous, and perhaps not the moft infre-

quent caufe of a chronic difficulty of {wal-
lowing, originates from a thickening and
gradual contralion of the coats of the
gullet; and which regularly, and by flow
degrees, increafes, until the canal is ren-
dered totally impervious, and the mifer-
able patient is literally ftarved to death.

. WaEeTHER this particular difeafe of the

-cEfﬂphagus is truly fcirrhous, is of a fcro-

phulous nature, or whether it is indepen-
dent of both, hath not yet been fufficiently
afcertained. Certain it is, that this com-
plaint is fometimes complicated with {wol-

1en lymphatic glands ; and mercury, which
from all experience hath been found to ex-

afperate a true {cirrheus, is the only reme-
dy which, in the cafe before us, hath hi-

_therto been known to have produced a

cure.
Van
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VAN SwieTEN ¥, who has defcribed
this difeafe with his ufual accuracy, is in-
clined to think, that the peraicious cuftom
of drinking tea or coffee almoft {calding
hot, may be the caufe of it, by coagulat-
ing the fluids, and fhrinking up the folids.
This opinion is probably true, becaufe wo-
men are almoft the only fubjeéts of the
difeafe. Indeed, in all the cafes of the
kind that I have feen or heard of, the pa-
tients were of that fex.

Dr. MunckrLEY 4 has given a hiftory
of the cure of this difeafe by mercury || s
in a very candid manner he informs us,
that fuccefs can only be expeced to at-
tend its adminiftration under certain cig-
cumftances and periods of the difeafe; and
that, when no nutriment can be conveyed
into the ffomach, and the conflitution is
much impaired from the want of fufte-
nance, &c. the patient is equally unable
to bear either the remedy or the difeafe.

® Comment. in Aphor. Boerh. § 707.

T Med. Tranfa&. Vol. I. p. 165,

{I Ruyfch firft gave an account of the utility of mer-
Cury in thefe kinds of difficult deglotition. Adverf.
Anat. Med, Chirurg. Dec. 1. Obf; 10,

H This
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This obfervation of Dr. Munckley is mofit
certainly true.

C.s: xx1. A Labpy in the neighbourhood of this
city had a difficulty of {wallowing, gra-
dually increafing during four years; and,
when I was confulted in her cafe, 1t was
with the utmoft difficulty, and with great

pain, that fhe could get into her ftomach
a tea-fpuonful of water.

Two drachms of the ftrong mercurial
ointment were in this cafe rubbed into the
patient’s legs, every night, until a mode-
rate {pitting was occafioned. At proper in-
tervals the procefs was repeated, until eight
ounces of the ointment had been applied.
No kind of benefit, however, arofe from 1ts
ufe : but, on the contrary, the difficulty of
deglutition increafed every day until her
death, which happened three months after
fhe began the mercurial courfe®*. Froma
miftaken delicacy of her friends, I was pre-
vented from examining the ftate of the
cefophagus after her deceafe.

* Van Swieten obferves that, among other things, he

“has tried the effects of mercury in this difeafe, and has

{een a falivation brought on without any kind of benefit.
Comment. in Aphor, Boerh, § 7g7.

AMONGST
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AMonGsT the various difeafes to which
the cefophagus is fubjec, the following 1is
{o extremely fingular, that the communi-
cation of it muft be pleafing to the medi-
cal reader, although it may, perhaps, af-

ford him no material pracical informa-
tion.

RS. W , of this place, of a thin Cssz XXIL |
and relaxed habit of body, during

the laft ten years of her life experienced
great difficulty in {wallowing folid food ;
and very frequently the {malleft portion of
any thing, the was eating, would ftick in the
paflage, until it was diflodged by puking,
and by violent exertions of the diaphragm
and abdeminal mufcles.

ABOUT two years after the was affeCted
with this diforder, finding that her com-
plaints became very troublefome, the con-
fulted a phyfician, who prefcribed an in-
ternal medicine, which was a preparation
of mercury. She had no relief from it;
and perhaps the reafon might have been,
that fhe had not refolution fufficient to

H 2 perfift
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perﬁﬁ in its ufe, untul it was probable
that any material benefit could have arifen
from it.

In the month of September 1774, the
was unable to {wallow the leaft portion of
any folid fubftance whatever; and fome
time afterward fhe was incapable of getting
into her ftomach any kind of fluids. Dur-
ing the whole continuance of her illnefs,
fhe had no fixed pain in her throat, and,
although the pharynx was frequently in-
fpe&ed, it exhibited no other marks of
particular difeafe, but that it appeared more
pale than ufual.

Sue complained of a troublefome and
very difagreeable drynefs of her throat; to
relieve which, an emollient gargle was
fent her : but, upon making the experi-
ment, the difcovered fhe had not the leaft
power to ufe it. She had very frequent
and troublefome retchings, which appear-
ed to have been occafioned by wind; and
although no fluids could at this period find
their way from the mouth, through the

cefophagus,
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eefophagus, into the ftomach, yet the con-
tents of the ftomach were difcharged by
vomiting, with apparent eafe.

From the time fhe was incapable of
{fwallowing liquids until a week before her
death (an interval of fix weeks) the vis
vite was {o well fupported by mutton
broth, frequently injected into the intef-
tines, that the could walk about her apart-
ment, and had regular ftools of a folid
confiftence. Nothing like matter was,
during the progrefs of the difeafe, dif-
charged from her mouth; nor was there
ever obferved the leaft offenfive fmell in
her breath. About the time fhe was in-
capable of {wallowing folids, the cafe ap-
peared fo much to refemble thofe defcribed
by Dr. Munckley, that it was determined
to give the remedy he recommends a fair
trial.

WitH this view, a proper quantity of
mercurial ointment was rubbed upon the
legs feveral weeks, without the leaft ad-
vantage. INo method which could be

H 3 thought
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thought of, appeared in the leaft to retard
the progrefs of this extraordinary difeafe :
on the zoth of March, 1775, fhe died.

ArTEeR her deceafe, I examined the
parts with a very eminent furgeon.——The
thyroid gland was enlarged, but it did not
appear to have made any preflure upon the
cefophagus.  We difcovered that the whole
annuler fubftance of the fuperior part of
the cefophagus was converted into a tough
vifcid mafs, of a dark brown colour. The
length of that part of the tube thus dif-
eafed, was at leaft three inches. The ftruc-
ture of the coats of this part of the cefo-
phagus, as well as of the cosrrefponding
portion of the longi colli mulcles, was fo
entirely deftroyed, that nothing appeared
to be betwixt the bodies of the vertebra
cervicis and the trachea, but the rotten
fubftance juft defcribed. That part of the |
cefophagus below the feat of the difeafe
was perfectly found, nor was there any
particular ftriGure at the inferior point,
where the mifchief feemed to terminate.
The fuperior line near the pharynx, had

| much |
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much the appearance of the edge of a ma-
lignant ulcer, except that it appeared to
have been corroded only, without any in-
duration of the parts.

Tue ciccumftance of the patient being
unable to fwallow liquids, at the time the
contents of the ftomach were freely dif-
charged through the cefophagus, will not
appear furprifing, when we confider, that
a very effential part of the office of deglu-
tition, is carried on by the fuccefiive con-
tracions of the orbicular fibres of the mui-
cular cqat of the celophagus, which were
totally deftroyed in this cafe *,

In the a&ion of vomiting, the contents
of the ftomach are forcibly expelled through
the mouth, by the violent {pafmedic con-
tra@ions of the diaphragm and abdominal
mufcles; and in this operation the ccfoph-
agus feems to be paffive only.

# Aliz vero interiores, circulares, etiam valentes fibrz,

fimiliter 4 cricoide principio fumto, fucceflivo motu con-
tractz cibum depellunt, &c.  Alb, Haller. Primz Linexz

Phyfiol. Cap. 23. p. 399-
H 4 An
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Case XXIII,
O.10,1773.
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An ACCOUNT ofa LOCKED JAW
and OPISTHOTONOS, cured by
opiate clyfters.

Poor woman in the workhoufe in this

city, who fome time before had been
{ubject to paralytic complaints, fuddenly
fell down in a kind of convulfive fit, and
when fhe was taken up, could neither
fpeak nor {wallow,

WaeN [ faw her, the lower jaw  was
quite locked ; the muicles which move it
upward were rigid; the temporal and
mafleters were as hard as a board; the
head was drawn backward, and the mufcles
of the {pine were in {o contracted a flate,
that it was impofiible to bend the back in
the leaft degree forward. :

Sue had loft two teeth from the upper
jaw; and throngh this aperture I poured
into her mouth a fpoonful of water; but
when it came into her throat fhe {eemed in
danger of fuffocation, until 2 ftrong con-

vulfive
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vulfive motion of the thorax had forced it
back again. The poor woman was 2ll the
time fenfible, without the power of {peak-
ing, and made figns, in a very miferable
way, for every thing the wanted.

As it did not appear to me, that fhe
could fwallow one drop of any kind of
fluids, I thought the beft, indeed the only
way of relieving her, muft be by giving
medicines as well as nutriment in clyfters.
I accordingly ordered eight ounces of mut-
ton broth to be injected three times a day,
and every eight hours a clyfter, confifting
of fix ounces of water, and two drachms
of tinct. thebaic. She remained four days
in the fame ftate, in which time fthe did
not {wallow any thing. The quantity of
tinct. thebaic. was increafed 1n the clyfters,

~ and the rigid mufcles of the face were
well rubbed with camphorated oil.

On the fifth day fhe could fpeak, and

open her mouth a little.  On the feventh
fthe could {wallow liquids. Shke was then

direCted to take two drachms of laudanum
' three
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three times a day, by the mouth. She
every day became better, and in a fhort
time was almoft as well as ufual; but it
was fix weeks before the mufcles of the
neck and back had recovered their proper
flexibility.
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A
A PSERONYCHIA, attended with

uncommon {ymptoms.

OHN PEG, of this place, in the Case XXIV,
middle of June 1775, very flightly

fcratched the infide of his right thumb.

Previous to this accident, he was healthy

in every refpect. Finding the next day

that his thumb was {wollen, he applied to

a furgeon for relief. His cafe became

every day worfe; and on June 26, ten

days from the commencement of the com-

plaint, I was defired to fee him.

THE thumb was then exceflively en-
larged, and the fore-arm f{wollen to the
elbow joint, from whence a red ftreak ex-
tended along the courfe of the lymphatics,
into the axilla. On account of the extreme
pain of the parts, he had flept little for fe-
veral nights; he was hot, and his pulfe
beat 110 ftrokes in a minute. I made
an incifion in the middle of the infide of
the thumb, extending the whole length
of it. The flexor tendons were very floughy,

and
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and matter was confined all round the
bones. I drefled the wound with the ce-
ratum faturni, and covered the whole arm
with linen rags, moiftened with oleum
and acet. litharg. z3. p. e. and ordered him
to take an ounce of fal Glauberi difiolved

in water.

He pafled a good night, had been re-
frefhed with fleep, and was much eafier.
All the circumftances of the cafe were pro-
mifing ; there was then a free difcharge of
matter; the tendon appeared more floughy ;
the {welling was reduced; and the red
{treak entirely gone. He was drefled ex-
altly as before. About half an hour after
this, he cried out with the violent pain of
his thumb, which gradually extended up

the infide of the arm in the courfe of the

veflels, and crept into the axilla. Soon
after he complained of his heart, and was
{feized with fuch an oppreflive difficulty of
breathing, that the people about him
thought he was dying.

AT
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AT this time I was in the country, and

could not fee him till three o’clock in the
afternoon. In the fpace of five hours, in
which I was abfent, he had eight convul-
five fits, and the fpafms of the mufcles
~were {o violent, that feveral men could
not, without difficulty, confine him in
bed. His pulfe was very low, his coun-
tenance pale ; the fore-arm was again
{wollen, and hot; and, upon the whole,
it was evident that an uncommon irrita-
tion of the thumb was the caufe of thefe
dangerous f[ymptoms.

I rRemoveED the dreflings from the
' wound, and applied to it a pledget of lint,
. imbued with the balfamum Peruvianum,
and gave him internally thirty drops of the
fame balfam upon a lump of fugar, which
was likewife ordered to be repeated every
hour. Six leeches were directed to be ap-
plied to the infide of the arm, near the
wrift. In the evening he was rather bet-
ter; had but one violent paroxyfm fince
I faw him laft; but, as he was then hot,

1 took from the other arm twelve ounces
of

109
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of blood. The ufe of the balfam was con-
tinued through the night.

Hr had a bad night, the convulfive pa-
roxyfins continuing, although not fo vio-
lent as before. He had a difmal counte-
nance, the mufcles of the lips and cheeks
being often diftorted. The difcharge from
the thumb was large. It was drefled as
before with the balfam, and the internal
ufe of it continued through the day. His
pulfe was very low, and he had frequent
returns of the difficult refpiration; in the
evening an intenfe pain of the thumb ex-
tended up his arm. Cloths wet with the
faturnine water of Goulard, were applied
cold to the wrift and fore-arm, and fixty
drops of thebaic tinfture were given in
wine and water, and repeated every third
hour of the night. He dofed much ; and
when he awaked had returns of the {pafms,
but they were lefs violent.

ITe was remarkably low this morning ;
his pulfe had ninety ftrokes in a minute ;

the convulfions had ceafed fome hours;

and

-
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and the fore-arm was neither fwollen nor
painful ; he bore it to be preffed hard with-
out cnmplaining; but his head ached,
which was attributed to the large quan-
tity of laudanum (%Z£) which he had
taken fince the laft evening. The fore
was uncommonly irritable, the leaft touch
with foft lint communicated, he faid, a
fting to his heart. The fame dreflings
were continued, and fixty drops of the-
baic tinture, with the fame quantity of
Peruvian balfam, were ordered to be taken
every fix hours, alternately, through the
day.

- WirTHIN the fpace of half an hour after
' his thumb was drefled laft, he had three
violent convulfive paroxyfms, which left
him very weak. Before the acceffion of
the fits, his thumb was always particularly
painful. Being at this period coftive, a
clyfter was ordered. The balf. Peruv.
having heated and difagreed with his fto-
mach, was then difcontinued, and eighty
drops of thebaic tincture were adminiftered
every four hours, g

HEe

11f

June 30,
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HEe was confiderably better, and pafied
the night without any return of convul-
fion. The {welling of the hand was en-
tirely removed, nor had he the leaft pain
there. The fore digefted well, but was
ftill remarkably irritable: the . matter,
therefore, was not wiped off, but the bal-
fam applied as before. As he continued
ftill coftive, he was ordered to drink a
draught of a folution of f{al Glauberi
every four hours. After fiools were pro-
cured, the laudanum was repeated as be-
fore.

He began to recover his natural com-
plexion; the anxiety about his heart, he
faid, was entirely gone ; his pulfe beat a
hundred firokes in a minute; he had no
convulfions, except fome very flight and
frequent twitchings of the mufcles. In
the courfe of drefling this morning, having
accidentally touched his thumb too hard,
he fainted from the violence of the pain.
He was directed to take eighty drops of

laudanum, as before, every fix hours.

AFTER |
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ArTER the laft drefling he had feveral

convulfions, but continued free from them
all the night, and flept well ; his pulfe was
at eighty ; he had two ftools; and, upon
the whole, was much better. The fore
difcharged largely, yet ftill remained very
painful : the tint. theb. was continued as
before.

THE convulfions returned twice: the
thebaic tincture was ordered to be taken
in the ufual dofe. From this time he was
free from all fpafmodic fymptoms, and
the wound became lefs painful every day,
until it was healed. The ufe of the lau-
danum was left off by degrees,

113
July 3.
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A DISEASE of the STOMACH,
which occafioned death, by a fcirrhous
induration near the pyloris.

Case XX‘«’-IN June 1774, I was confulted in the
cafe of J. Phillips, of this city, aged
thirty-five. During the fpace of a year

before he applied to me, he experienced

many cnmplamt- the feat of all which, he

faid, was in his ftomach. He had fuffered

a great degree of pain, which was always

o aggravated by eating, and it generally con-
tinued until, by vomiting, the ftomach had
difcharged the load. His appetite was as

good as ufual ; but, for the laft month be-

fore I faw him, he could never keep any

thing upon his ftomach longer than half

an hour. He was extremely reduced and
emaciated ; had taken repeated vomits,
rhubarb, and other medicines, without any

good effect.

I orDERED a faline medicine to be taken

in the a& of effervefcence, joined with a
few drops of laudanum, and directed him
to
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- 10 eat frequently the moft nutritious food
in very {mall quantities. After this plan
had been purfued fome time without any
advantage, I gave him columbo root, with
no better {uccefs; and defpairing at length
of doing any geod in the cafe, I advifed

~ him to leave off all medicine, and to take,
three or four times a day, clyfiers of mut-
ton broth. This refource probably length-
ened out his miferable life fome time ; and

- at laft he died of a marafmis, worn out
with pain, fatigue, and want of proper
nutriment.

On the day after his death I examined
his body, with Dr. Simfon.=—The feat of
the difeafe was near the pyloris : the coats
- of the ftomach at that part were indurat-

ed, thickened, and compreffed thé paffage
{o much, as almoft to obliterate its orifice.
The villous coat of the difeafed part of the
ftomach was a little ulcerated, but it ap-

“peared to have been the effet of a very
recent change that had taken place in the
part. The other vifcera were in a found
ftate.

12 An
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An AMPUTATION of a C A N-
CEROU 8 B R:E ASL"

 CaseXXVL.Y WAS fent for to Mrs. W

31 of
July 6, 1774.

Prime-Thorpe, Leicefterfhire. Two
years before I faw her, fhe perceived a
lump in her left breaft. In the courfe of
a few weeks the difeafe increafed, and fhe
then applied to a furgeon in her neighbour-~
hood, who advifed her to leave it to na-
ture. In the fpace of a year from the firft
appearance of the tumour, it feems that it
made very little progrefs ; but afterward it
increafed rapidly, and alarmed the patient
and her friends.

Mrk. SMITH, an eminent furgeon of
Leicefter, was then called in, who advifed
the extirpation of the tumour; but the
patient nct confenting to the operation, he
was obliged to be content with endeavour-
ing to palliate the fymptoms. He very
prudently advifed her to avoid every thing,
which either by ftimulus or acrimony
might irritate the {cirrhus, and convert it

into
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into a cancer. He adminiftered the ci-
cuta' both internally and externally, and
joined opium with the external applica-
tion, whenever pain, or other circum-
ftances, made it neceflary. Notwithftand-
ing thefe precautions, the difeafe every day

gained ground.

L

Waen I faw her, the whole breaft was
in a cancerous ftate, amazingly enlarged,
ulcerated, and difcharged a large quantity
of corrofive fanies. The continual- drain-
ing of this poifonous fluid, had inflamed
and excoriated all the neighbouring parts
with which it came in contaét.

Svucu were the circumftances of a cafe
in a patient of feventy-four years of age;
under which, in confultation with her fur-
geon, I propofed the extirpation of the
breaft. The arguments in favour of this
praclice were :

FirsT, The breaft, though fo much en-
larged, did not -apparently adhere to the
Paétoral mufcle.

1% SECONDLY,

117
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Seconpry, Notwithftanding the cancer
was ulcerated, and had affeGted, by the
acrimony of the difcharge, the circumja-
cent parts, yet there were no certain proofs
that the habit was difeafed, or that the vi-
rus had been abforbed, the lymphatics and
glands of the axilla being at this time per-
fectly free, and in a natural fiate.

Tuirpry, The patient foftaining fo
well an immenfe daily difcharge from the

difeafed breaft, might be admitted as a
prefumptive proof that fhe would as well

bear the lols of fluids, which muft necef=
farily be the refult of the operation. And,

Lastry, The certain profpet of a
miferable death, if fhe did not avail her-
felf of the only chance remaining of efcap-
ing from fo terrible a calamity,

Turese realons were fubmitted to the
confideration of the patient and her friends,
who agreed upon the operation; and on
the 13th of July the came to Coventry. '

As
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As foon as the had recovered the fatigue
of her journey, I amputated the breaft,
with the affiftance of Meflieurs Harrold
and Yardley.—The bafis of the tumour
adhered to the pectoral mufcle, part of
which was cut off, to prevent any part of
the cancer remaining. 1 likewife difle¢ted
as much of the adipofe membrane f{ur-
rounding the breaft, as I could with con-
venience. From the day of the operation
to the time the dreflings were removed, no
particular circumftance occurred : {he was
treated in the common manner,

 Sus refted fo well the firft night, that
an anodyne, which was dire&ted to be
taken in the beginning of the night, was
omited. The faturnine water of Goulard
was applied cold, over the dreflings, and
to the inflamed parts, with {fuch {uccefs,
that the patient experienced very little
pain; and in the courfe of a week the fkin
had almoft refumed its natural colour and
foftnefs. On the fourth day after the ope-
ration, fhe had fome degree of that fever,
which generally precedes fuppuration the

I 4 {fymp-

I1Q
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{ymptoms, however, were moderated by
neutral falts, and an ancdyne at night.

July z1. Tue dreflings were firft removed, ex-

. cept fome of the lint, which firmly ad-
hered to the pectoral mufcle. By the ufe °
of mild digeftives the wound was foon
clean, but the difcharge was putrid, and
of a bad colour. The patient became very
weak, and the heat of the atmofphere was
at that time exceflive,

A sTrREAM of freth air was procured
through the room, by opening all the win-
dows; fhe eat all kinds of fruit that were
in feafon; fhe took an antifeptic draught *
every four hours, and the fore was drefled
with a lotion of the fame kind 4. After
this plan had been purfued two or threg

'l Extricor Per. A1
Tinét. cort. Hux. 31i.
Elix. vit. acid. 3.{s.
Syr. cort. aur. 3 i.
Inf. cham. % i. M. f. haufus,
+ B Aq. foot. 1B .
Tinét. myrrh, fimp. 7 i.
Merc. corrof, fub. gr, iv,
- M. f. lotio, é

days,
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days, the difcharge was altered for the bet-
ter, both in colour and confiftence, and
the wound contraced fo faft, that in fix
weeks it was reduced to the fize of a crown-
piece. At that time there arofe from a
part of the fore a fungus, of a dark colour,
which became painful, and gleeted, not-
withftanding all the reft of the {urface pro-
duced laudable pus. Fearing, therefore,
this might have been fome remains of the
original difeafe, I determined to involve it
in a flough; and, to do this effeGually, I
pufhed into the fungus a bit of corrofive
{ublimate, the fize and figure of a barley~
corn,

Tais application gave very little pain,
and foon anfwered the intended purpofe.
Inafew daysa deep efchar feparated, leav-
ing under it healthy granulations. From

this time every circumftance appeared fa- .

vourable ; and on the 2oth of Auguft Mrs.
\4% left Coventry, with the reafon-
able expetation that the fore would be
completely healed in a thort time.

THIS
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Tuis much withed for event did not,
however, take place: the glands of the
axilla, and the lymphatics betwixt them
and the edge of the fore, indurated. Af-
ter the had been at home a few weeks ano-
ther tumonr arofe, became painful, and ul-
cerated ; the advance of the fymptoms was
rapid, and occafioned the death of the

- patient.

An
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an ACCOUNT of 2 CANCER
of the ER E AST, where the tumour
was twice cxtirpated, without {uccefs.

WAS defired to vifit Mrs. S——, of Case
Yy 3, XXVII.
- this city. She had a {cirrhous tumour, ag,rch i,
which in the courfe of ten months occu- 1772
pied nearly half the right breaft, above
the nipple. It was perfectly free from any
attachment to the fubjacent parts, and the
glands of the axilla were not in the leaft
indurated. 1 informed her, that the ef-
fets of medicine in {uch cafes were ex-
. tremely uncertain; and advifed her, with-
. out farther delay, to have the tumour re-
| moved by the knife. Two days afterward,
| in the prefence of Dr. Simfon and Mr.
Harrold, I performed the operation,

THE fides of the wound were brought
as clofe together as could be, with flips of
fticking plaifter ; the patient took an opi-
ate three nights fucceeding the operation ;

and in lefs than four weeks the wound was
well cicatrized,

At
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AT the expiration of four months fhe
perceived another tumour, near the axilla,
which became painful and enlarged every
day. She was then direCted to take the
extra& of cicuta, in as large dofes as the
ftomach would bear; and to this medicine
was joined a decotion of bark. The
leaves and juice of cicuta, in the form of
a cataplafm, were applied to the tumour,

In a few weeks the difeafe made a quick
progrefs; and, after confulting Mr. Sharp
of London, and Mr. Harrold, it was again
recommended to take that chance of reco-
very which the knife only, promifed to af-
ford. This was urged to her the more,
as the difeafe was then advancing fo faft,
that it was to be feared, in a fhort time
the tumour might be fo much attached to
the fubjacent parts, as to render the extir-
pation of it difficult, if not impoffible. - |

O~ the 2d of November I performed
the fecond operation; removed a part of |
the inferior edge of the pectoral mufcle,
to which the tumour adhered, and like-

. wife
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wife cut away a confiderable quantity of
- the furrounding adipofe membrane.

. InsTEAD of treating the wound as be-
 fore, that it might heal by the firft inten-
tion, I filled the cavity with lint, to pro-
mote as large a fuppuration as might be.
The fore had for fome time a very good
appearance, and every day diminifhed in
fize; but after the fourth week it became
again painful, the difcharge was acrimo-
nious, the fuperior edge was hard, and the
parts betwixt it and the axilla became dif-
cafed ; the fubaxillary glands indurated ;
and, notwithftanding a plentiful ufe of the
cicuta and bark, the ulcer fpread into the
 axilla, and corroded fome large branches
of the artery, from whence death enfued.

THE two preceding cafes are not related
with a defign to deter the young practi-
tioner from extirpating cancerous tumours,
but to afford a caution, that, previous to
the operation, his promifes of a cure ought
to be guarded and referved. In this view,
therefore, I thought their communication

might
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might be more ufeful to the profeffion
than the relation of many other cancerous
cafes, in which I have employed the knife
with fuccefs. |

THuE fecond cafe here defcribed, was one
of the moft promifing I ever faw; but
when the difeafe is not merely local (and of
which we can have no fort of evidence)
however favourable appearances may feem
at firft ‘to the furgeon, the event of the
operation will ever be extremely uncertain.
I remember to have feen a {cirrhous tumour
extirpated from the infide of the knee, by
an eminent {urgeon, and the wound pro-
duced by the operation completely healed.
Some months afterward another {welling
arofe under the cicatrix, which fpread into
the ham, and feemed to adhere to the fe-
mur. In confultation amputation was ad-
vifed, and performed. When the wound
was thought to be in a favourable ftate for
healing, a cancerous fungus fprouted from
the extremity of the bone, and, before the
patient died, a difeafe of the fame kind made |
its appearance in his mouth.

O BS ER-
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OBSERVATIONS on the utility of
BLISTERS, applied to the U M-
BILICAL REGION in the ILE-
US, and INVERSION of the PE-
‘RISTALTIC MOTION of the
INTESTINES from other caufes.

SIR John Pringle * recommends the

application of blifters to the painful
part of the abdomen, in the ileus; and
obferves, that ¢ he has more than once
« known the patient relieved, as foon as
¢ he has felt the burning of the fkin, and
“ at the fame time have ftools by a purge
< or clyfter, which had been given before
| 4« without effe&.”

In the three following cafes a blifter ap-
plied round the navel fucceeded, when the
.means ufually employed in fuch circum-
{tances had been previoufly tried without
fuccefs. The firft was a true ileus; in the
fecond the inteftines appeared to have
‘been inflamed, in confequence of external

* Difeafes of the Army, p. 150.
injury ;
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injury ; and in the third, there wasa com-
plete inverfion of the periftaltic motion,
clearly fymptomatic ; and which feems to
afford a ftrong prefumptive proof, that the
operation of cantharides, fo applied, 1s
merely antifpafmodic.

N the 3d of February, 1774, I was

defired to vifit a2 young man in this
city, who had_bccn attended two days by
an apothecary. He had repeatedly bled
him, ordered clyfters, fomentations, opi~
ates, and a variety of folutive medicines in
a fluid ftate, and in the form of pills, with-
out the leaft advantage.——The {ymptoms
were, a conftant and acute pain below the
navel, continual vomiting, hiccough, lan-
guid pulfe, coftivenefs, and a cadaverous
countenance.

I piRECTED a large bliftering plaifter,
with a perforation in its center, to be ap-
plied round the navel; and, being deter-
mined to wait the effeéts, I ordered no me-
dicine. Soon after he experienced the pain
of the blifter he enquired for the clofe-

{lool,
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ftool, had an evacuation, by which he was
much relieved, the pain of the abdomen
gradually abated, and in a few days he was
reftored to health. A proper attention to
diet was obferved; but the patient took

no medicine after the application of the
blifter.

N the beginning of the year 1777, a.

" boy, fifteen years of age, accidentally
fell from the wall of a gentleman’s garden,
upon fome iron pallifadoes, the fpikes of

. which projeted feven inches beyond the
. horizontal raill. He was {ufpended fome
' time; and, when he was taken off, it was
. difcovered that he had feveral wounds in
his belly, through one of which a part of
the inteftines protruded.

- I was engaged, when this accident
happened, in other bufinefs; and there-
fore fent a gentleman (at that time a pu-
pil of mine) to the affiftance of the pa-
tient, with inftrucions, if he found any
difficulty in returning the prolapfed intef-
tine, to make a dilatation of the wound
| K with
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with a biftoury, fufficient for that purpofe*.
He purfued my directions in every refpe@, -
but could not fucceed.

I saw the boy in'the evening. There
were two perforations into the cavity of
the abdomen, at fome little diftance from
the navel, and a third in the right flank,
near the flexure of the thigh, through
which a fmall portion of inteftine was ftill
Sfirangulated, although the wound of the
integuments was very properly dilated. I
difcovered, upon a more minute examina-
tion, that the inteftine was forced under
Poupart’s ligament, from whence the im-
pediment to redultion arofe. ,=With a
probe-pointed curved biftoury, guarded by
the fore-finger of my left-hand, 1 divided
the ligament, in {uch a degree as was ne-
ceflary for the re-admiffion of the intef-
tine.  The wound was united by the in-
terrupted {uture.  Great attention was paid
to every circumf{tance which might be fup-

® ¢ §i anguftius vulnus eft, quam ut inteftina com- —
¢¢ mode refundantur, incidendum eft, donec fatis pateat.”
Corn. Celf, Medic. Lib, VII. Cap.16.

pﬂfed
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poled to regard either the prefent welfare,
or future recovery of the patient. The
inteftinal canal was kept open by clyfters;
pain was relieved by anodynes ; faline me-
dicines and neutral falts were given, to
abate the febrile heat, which {upervened
the day after the accident; fomentations
were applied to the abdomen; and blood
was freely taken from the arm. Not-
withftanding thefe precautions, which
(there was reafon to hope) might have
afforded better fuccefs, fymptoms of the
'moft alarming nature very foon made their
‘appearance.

. O the fourth day the pulfe was quick,
the fkin hot and dry; he was extremely
reftlefs, and there was a general tenfion, ac-
companied with pain, throughout the whole
abdomen. The wound of the groin was
particularly painful; its edges indurated,
and, upon preflure, fome very offenfive
matter was forced out. To give as free a

Eiﬁ:hargc to it as poflible, the threads of

he ligature were cut through, and the pa-
ient was ordered to lie frequently upon
K2 the
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the affected fide. Before the next day the
difcharge of matter was plenteous, and the
relief obtained confiderable. All the bad
fymptoms by degrees abated; and when

the inflammatory diathefis was removed, I
ordered him the bark. |

In twenty days after the accident, the
two fuperior wounds were entirely healed,
and that of the groin in a good ftate, af-
fording a proper quantity of thick pus,
which leflened every day ; {o that no doubt
{feemed then to remain, but in a little time
the cure muft have been completed. But
before this event happened, and near a
month from the time of the accident, with-
out any certain apparent caufe, all the
{ymptoms of the ileus came on. He was

- coftive, vomited, and had a conftant and

moft violent pain in the inferior part of
the abdomen.

He was then ordered fome pills of calo=
mel, opium, and extra®um catharticum,
and in the intervals of the hours when he
took them, he drank a {mall quantity of a

folution of the fal cathart, amar. Clyfters

were
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were alfo direted, and a fomentation was
applied to the abdomen.

O~ the enfuing day he was worfe in
every refpect; a hiccough attended, and
the clyfters produced no flool. The ca-
lomel pills were repeated, and in the in-
termediate hours he took a draught, com-
pofed of a folution of caftor oil in pepper-
mint water, with a few drops of lauda-
num. In the evening he was exa@ly in
‘the fame ftate, when a large blifter was
‘applied to the umbilical region. Before
‘the next morning his vomiting ceafed, he
‘had feveral ftools, and the pain was in a
great degree abated. From this time he
gradually recovered, and continues as well
as he ever was before, When he firft

from Poupart’s ligament having been di-
vided ; but this was remedied, by the ap-
plication of a proper elaftic bandage *,

* Tulpius relates a cafe, where a hernia fucceeded 2
wound of the abdomen, which being neglected, produced
a mortification and death, feveral years after the accident

happened. Obferv. Medic. Lib. III. Cap. zo. p. 211.
K3 ON

went abroad a crural hernia happened,
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se ) N the sth of November, 1778, John
Erfess Sneith, a boy fifteen years of age,
received a viclent blow upon: the head,
from the edge of an iron-hooped pail,
~which fra&ured the fcull. Although a
confiderable portion of the os frontis was
deprefled, the boy was exempt_'lfrnm moft
of thofe fymptoms, which ufually attend
fuch accidents; and the day after he re-
ceived the blow, he was very fenfible, and
could walk about.

AT this time, in confultation with Mr."
Harrold, it was agreed, by repeated appli-
cation of the trephine, to remove all the
fractured portion of the bone. After thd:
operation (which was performed without

cutting off any part of the fralp) he was
kept quiet, and a clyfter was directed.

Tre next day he was feverith, com-
plained much of his head, and vomited %,

* From the wonderful fympathy which prevails be-
twixt the head and the precordia, Scultetus obferves, that
almoft all thofe who receive wounds of the head, com-
plain of a bitter tafte in the mouth. Scultet, Armament@
Chirurg. p. I‘-:;;S’

AR
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As the clyfter given the day of the opera-

tion had not procured any evacuation, he
was ordered another, in which an ounce
of Epfom falt was diffolved. This had
no better fuccefs; and in the courfe of the
day he had two more clyfters, neither of
which anfwered the intended purpofe;
and his nurfe fuppofed they came up by
the mouth, as the ficknefs and vomiting
were always occafioned as much after them,
as when he took any thing into the flo-
mach.

SoMmE blood was taken from the arm,
and a fmall pill was adminiftered, contain-
ing one grain of opium, and three of ca-
lomel. On the third day from the opera-
tion, the hopes of his recovery were fmall ;
the fever increafed, attended with continual
vomiting, by which the contents of the
inteftines were difcharged upward. Clyf-
ters were repeatéd, but no ftools were pro-
cured ; and it appeared evident, that the
periftaltic motion of the inteftinal canal
was fotally inverted. In the evening he
became delirious, and it required conftant

K 4 - attention
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attention to keep him in bed. He had
taken, during the day, faline draughts, in
a ftate of effervefcence, with a few drops
of landanum ; but neither thefe, nor any
thing we could contrive, ftaid upon his
ftomach longer than a few minutes.

In this deplorable ftate of the cafe,
when every effort of art proved fo abfo-
lutely inefiicacious, a large blifter was ap-
plied round the navel, and its fuccefs much
exceeded our expectations.  After the blif-
ter had been upon the abdomen four hours,
the vomiting ceaftd, and never returned
afterward. Before the next morning he
had two flools, and was in many refpects
better, although he ftill continued very ill.
The delirium was gone, but he had great
pain in his head ; his pulfe was quick, and
in the evening of the fourth day he was fa
reftlefs, that we thought it neceflary to
give him an opiate,

On the sth he was much in the fame
{tate, and this night he had feveral ftools,
which were fucceeded by a ftrangury,

and
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and fuch a violent irritation of the reGtum,
as to occafion a conftant tenefmus. An
eryfepelatofe eruptionalfo covered the whole
{urface of the body. The ftrangury and
tene{mus were attributed to the a&ion of
the cantharides, and they were, after fome
time, relieved by drinking a deco&ion
of marfh-mallow roots, and a folution of
{permaceti, with a proper quantity of the-
baic tin¢ure, |

On the feventh he was much reduced
in ftrength, but continued fenfible; his
face was pale, his pulfe languid, the wound
dry, and fhewed not the leaft difpofition
to digeft; and the circumjacent parts were
flabby and cedematous. The bark was
then given, and repeated until the eleventh
day, when he was much better; his
ftrength increafed, and the edges of the
fore wore a more favourable afpet; but
the furface of the dura mater was ftill black
and putrid. The parts were drefled with
an antifeptic balfam, compofed of mel
rofar, & balf. traumat, a3, p. e.

;THE
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TrE dura mater foon afterward floughed
off, and a fungus arofe from the brain;
but this appeared to have been reftrained
by dry lint, affifted with moderate preflure.
The patient continued to mend every day,
and on the 12th of January the wound
was completely cicatrized.

QuEeRry, Did the blifter in this cafe re-
move the fpafm of the inteftinal canal, by
exciting pain on the fkin of the abdomen ?
Or was the periftaltic motion re-inverfed
by the action of cantharides, abforbed into
the fyftem, and thence irritating the neck
of the bladder and rectum ?

The
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The DISSECTION of a WOMAN
in the laft month of PREGNANCY.

"N the year 1772 a poor woman of this
city, in lifting a weight too great for
her ftrength, was feized with a flooding.
Being very near the expiration of her
reckoning, fhe fent for a midwife, who
tried every method fhe could think of, for
fome days, to ftop the difcharge, but in
vain. Within a few minutes after the
poor woman died, I was haftily fent for, by
thofe about her, to extraét the child, which
they aflirmed to be alive.

I was very glad to embrace this oppor-
tunity of feeing the gravid uterus, and
therefore immediately laid open the cavity
of the abdomen, by a crucial incifion.—
The body of the uterus was rather to the
left fide; the {mall inteftines were pufhed
to the right, and againft the liver. I
opened the uterus longitudinally, and
found the child furrounded by the water,
the membranes not having been broken.

The
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The feetus was dead ; the head refted up-
on the brim of the pelvis, the occiput cor-
refponding with the center of the opening.
The os uteri was not much dilated ; the
placenta adhered to the cervix, excepting
a {mall portion, which had probably been
feparated by the ftrain, and which had

been the caufe of the flooding, and death

of the woman.

An
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An UNIVERSAL EMPHYSEMA,
~occefioned by the abforption of putrid
fluids from the uterus,

I WAS called to Mary Winny, in this P ILLE
city, who had been a week in labour.lulﬂw.‘,}*,

The midwife attending informed me that

the child prefented right; that the labour

had from the beginning proceeded in a

very flow manner, but that of late her

- pains had left her, and on the day before,

her body had began to fwell ; whence {up-

pofing her in great danger, the had defired

that I might be fent for.

Uron entering the room, the air was
fo putrid and offenfive that I could fcarce
bear it. The patient’s fkin was hot, and
communicated a painful fenfation to the
touch; her whole body, particularly the
face, was much inflated. The reticular
membrane of the eye-lids was fo much
diftended, that fhe had no power of open-
ing them, and fhe complained much of
thirft and internal heat.,. When the fwell-

ing
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ing was examined more particularly, it
was difcovered to be emphyfematous, and™
that the cellular meémbrane was univerally
blown up by air. . The head of the child
was at that time engaged in the center of
the pelvis ; the fcalp peeled off, which,
together with the cadaverous fmell, proved
that it had been dead fome time.

I oreneD the head, and with a crotchet
extracted the child, in a very putrid ftate.
The patient was ordered into another room;
the windows and doors of which were kept
conftantly open.  She was direfled to eat
currants, goofeberries, and cherries; her
common drink was Port wine and water,
with orange and demon juice; and every
two houts fthe took two ouncés of the tinc-
ture of rofes.

SuE (had a better night after her deli-
very than could have been expected ; the
next day fhe was cooler, and not fo much
{wollen ; on the third day fhe could open
her eye-lids. The antifeptic plan was pur-
fued : fhe took the bark; byﬁdegrees the

general
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general tumefa&tion fubfided; the patient
(contrary to my expeftation) recovered ;
and, at the expiration of five weeks, was as
well as women ufually are after lying-in.

Tuis uncommon cafe clearly proves,
that, in confequence of putrefa&ion,. air
may efcape from the fluids into the cellu-
lar membrane, or that part of it where
there is the lealt refiftance; that, being
rarefied by febrile heat, it may diftend the
body in a wonderful manner, and produce
a general emphyfema. Huxham has given
an account of two cafes of emphyfema,
which arofe from a putrid caufe. The in-
{tance here related, feems likewife to de-
monftrate that putrid fluids maybeabforbed
into the fyftem from the uterus, and be 2
caule of very dangerous puerperal fevers,

An
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An ACCOUNT ofafatal RETRO-
VERSIO UTERIL

Case I WA S defired, by the parifh-officers of
]“ﬁ?‘;ﬂl;;,?. Allefley, to vifit Elizabeth Arnold, a
poor woman belonging to that place. I
found her in a very weak ftate, and com-
plaining of violent pain in the back and
abdomen. Her pulfe was very quick and
tremulous ; her tongue dry, and of a dark
colour; the vomited frequently, and was
much fatigued with a troublefome hic-
cough ; fhe had been coftive ten days, and
I was informed her urine diftilled from her
involuntarily. Fler complaints in general
feemed to me fo much to refemble thofe
attending an inteftinal hernia under ftran«
gulation, that I enquired whether fhe had
any particular {welling in her groins or
belly, and was informed fhe had a great
fwelling at her navel. Upon examination,

I difcovered a general tenfion of the abdo-
men, and a large elevated tumour at the

- navel, which protruded fo much, as to re-
femble the half of a melon. The fkin upon
the
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 the dpex of the tumour was inflamed, and

fo irritable;, that the leaft touch or preflure
upon it gave her much uneafinefs. A fur-
geon and apothecary in the neighbourhood
had ordered various medicines for her re-
lief, none of which were retained in her
ftomach ; and a bliftering plaifter had been
applied upon the tumour.

From her defcription of the fymptoms,
at my firft vifit, 1 muft confefs I appre-
hended that a large quantity of the intei-
tinal canal was protruded at the navel;
therefore ordered 2 ftimulating clyfter to

be injected into the reGum as foon as pof-

fible, and gave her internally a folution of
the oleum Ricini, in mint-water ; a com-
prefs faturated with cold vinegar was di-
rected to be applied to the fumour,

Tue next day, July the 8th, I faw her
again. Her attendants had not been able
t6 adminifter the clyfter, the pipe could
not be introduced. She had four thin

- ftools after fhe began with the mixture,

and her vomiting had been much'lefs fre-

|9 quent
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quent than on the preceding day. Not-
withftanding the relief that might have
been expeted from an open ftate of the
belly, the {welling at the navel was in-
crealed, and was become more painful than
before. The cafe appearing now more
myfterious than ever, I again defired to
hear the hiftory of her complaints; and
was told, that, three weeks before I faw
her, fhe imagined herfelf to be more than
twelve weeks gone with child ; that one
day fhe had been much tired in weeding
corn, had fat three hours upon the cool
grafs to reft ; that the was taken ill in the
evening, and, from the pains fhe expe-
rienced, believing fhe was- going to mif-
carry, fhe fent for her midwife, who in-
formed her fhe was not pregnant. She
was feven and forty years of age, had had
feveral children, the laft of which was born
when fhe was five and forty.

L' ExamineD the vagina, and the cafe
then appeared very plain. A large, hard,
circumfcribed tumour was fituated betwixt
my finger in the vagina, and another intro-

duced
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duced into the re@um. I could neitlier
difcover the os uteri, nor with eafe pafs
my finger betwixt the tumour and the
{ymphyfis of the offa pubis. Having at-
tempted, feveral times, to introduce a ca-
theter into the bladder without fuccefs, I
made a very confiderable preffure upon
the tumour in the vagina, which receding
a little, a {mall fiream of urine rufhed
out. The catheter was then eafily intro-
duced, and fix pints were drawn off : the
tumour at the navel immediately {ubfided.
The preflure upon the reGum was fo great,
as not to allow of a clyfter pafling; as
foon, therefore, as the bladder was emp-
tied, I placed the patient upon her elbows
and knees, in the manner recommended
in the Medical Obfervations and Enqui-
ries, and having introduced two fingers of
the left-hand into the re@um, and as
. any of the right as I could pafs into the
vagina, I endeavoured to replace the re-
troverted uterus; but it was {o locked up
in the pelvis, that I could not fucceed.

L 2 ' SHE
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Sue was much worfe and weaker in
every refpect. I drew off by the catheter
on this day, about four pints of urine, and
again tried various methods to reinftate the
uterus, but all my endeavours were inef-
fectual. She now funk very faft, and
every fymptom became worfe; in the
evening there was an appearance of blood

upon the linen and bed-cloaths, and on
the next day fhe died.

Ture day fucceeding her death I ex-
amined the body, affifted by Mr. Harrold.
——The bladder was very much diftended,
and its fundus extended higher than the
navel. The inteftinal canal, in general,
was filled with air, and in many parts dif-
covered marks of inflammation. The in-
ferior part of the tube was more particu-
larly difeafed. The colon was amazingly
enlarged, inflamed, and the mefocolon in-
terfperfed with gangrencus fpots. The
bladder contained alarge quantity of bloody,
coffee-coloured urine; and more than halfa
pound of coagulated blood was in its cavity.
I made a tranfverfe incifion through the

inferior
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inferior and pofterior part of the bladder,
into the upper part of the vagina, and dif-
covered the os fmnce prefenting to the fu-
perwor part of the {ymphyfis of the offa pu-
bis. I pafied a catheter into it, the in-
ftrument took a dire¢tion downward, and
with my finger in the vagina, felt its point
in the fundus of the uterus, now refting
upon the os coccygis. By prefling alter-
nately on the upper and lower parts of the
uterus, I could very diftin@ly feel, at the
inferior part of the vagina, the head of the
feetus fluctuate and firike againft the point
of my finger, which was then oppofite
the fundus of the uterus.

TuEe pelvis was fo filled up that, not-
withftanding all refiftance from the integu-
ments and abdominal mufcles was remov-
ed, and the weight of the inteftines and
bladder taken off, we could not reduce the
uterus, until we had divided the fymphy-
fis of the pubes. Then introducing my
hand into the vagina, I returned the gravid
uterus, and we were furprifed at the fize

. of it. It contained a male feetus, com-

| L3 pletely

¢ 1
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pletely formed; the membranes were un-
broken, nor were any of the contents in
any refpect difeafed ; there was a confider-
able, quantity of the liquor amni.

DRr. DE 1A Cour of Bath, and Dr.
Simfon of this place, faw the uterus, &c.
at my houfe, the day after the diffe¢tion,
and were of opinion that-the feetus muft
have been at leaft four months old at the
time the woman died. If a fimilar cafe
was to occur in my practice again, | thould
be inclined to try the method recommend-
ed by Dr. Hunter; by a {mall trochar tq
perforate the uterus through the vagina :
trom this operation the liquor amnii would
be difcharged, and an opportunity given of

- reducing the uterus; or if reduétion could

not be immediately accomplifhed, abortion
might take place, which would pr:,bably
anfwer ;he {ame beneficial purpofcs

An
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An UNCOMMON CASE in
ETT HOTONMY.

OLDHAM, of Griff, in the Case
® county of Warwick, came to CD-DEFE?’T;: ;!

ventry, to be cut for the ftone. In the :
prefence of feveral gentlemen of the fa-

culty, I performed the operation. When

the forceps was introduced into the blad-

der I could very diftinctly feel the ftone,

and obtained a firm hold of it between the

blades of the inftrument. In attempting

to extract it, I met with fo much refiftance,

that it unfortunately flipt out of the for-

ceps, into fuch a fituation of the bladder,

that it could not afterward be touched,
although feveral endeavours were made for

that purpofe, by myfelf and the other gen-
tlemen, with various kinds of forceps, both
ftraight and curved. After fatiguing the pa-

tient to no good purpofe for a confiderable

time, it was judged expedient to order

him to bed, and to defer any other at-
tempts to extract the ftone, until thofe

fymptoms which we expected would be
L4 the
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the refult of the injury the parts had al-
ready fuffered, fhould have fubfided.

TuEe {ymptomatic fever was as favour=-
able as it ufually is after any of the great
operations of furgery; and, with the af-
fitance of an opiate, the patient flept fe-
veral hours the firft night. His bowels
were kept open by clyfters, and fuch other
direGions given as the nature of the cafe
{eemed to require. On the fifth day he
was fo well, that we determined to make
another attempt to extract the ftone.

AccorpiNGLY, the patient being
placed upon a table, in the fame fituation,
and fecured in the fame manner as when
he was cut, by means of a common di-
reCtor a gorget was introduced into the
bladder, to ferve as a condu&tor for the
forceps. The ftone was again, with fome
little difficulty, engaged in the forceps;
but, probably from the fame caufe as be-
fore, it could not be extra&ed, notwith-
ftanding all the precautions we ufed on
this occafion. When it flipped out of the

' forceps,
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forceps, the patient faid that he found it
was drawn up high in his body, as if it
had been acted upon by a fucker. After
this happened, we were never able to touch
the ftone again by the inftrument. It
probably got into a pouch of the bladder,
near the fundus, becaufe, after its retrac-
tion from the forceps, we could feel it by
prefling,over the offa pubis; but neither this
preflure, nor any change in the pofition of
the body, made any alteration in the fitua-
tion of the ftone. In the fpace of thirteen
days he was placed five different times up-
on the table, and every effort we could
devife to extract the ftone was practifed
without fuccefs.

By {o much reiterated pain and fatigue,
the life of the patient was reduced to great

hazard. He was kept, however, as ealy.

as fuch circamftances would admit, by a
very free ufe of opium. On the fourteenth
day, after a very reftlefs night, there hap-
pened a large difcharge of purulent and
~ offenfive matter from the bladder. The
next day I fecured the flone within the
‘ blades



154

CASES anop REMARKS

blades of the forceps, and extracted it with
very lictle difficulty.

Tue various attempts to extra& the
{ftone, accompanied with fo much pain and
uritation, brought on fuch {fymptoms, that
we could not flatter ourfelves (although
the ftone was now removed) that the man
could live many days. His voice was fo
low and hoarfe that it could fcarce be
heard; his tongue was dry and brown;
the whole internal furface of the mouth
was covered with apthous incruftations ;
his pulfe was weak and intermitting; he
hiccoughed often; and a very extenfive
mortification occupied the region of the os
{acrumi.

NoTwiTHsTANDING thefe very dan-
gerous circumf{tances, the patient gradually
recovered a perfet ftate of health; the
urine, after fome time, flowed through its
proper channel, and the wound was com-
pletely cicatrized. The apthe were foon
cured by the exprefled juice of turnips,

given internally, as recommended by Ka-
telaer,
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telaer *, and a plentiful ufe of the bark
appeared to .be ferviceable : but the patient
probably owes his life to the great abilities
and attention of Mr. Harrold, who {fuper-
intended the whole treatment.

I ReMEMBER to have feen in London
a man, who had been cut for the ftone at
Montpelier: he had with him a certifi-

cate, figned by four furgeons, defcribing

the particulars of the operation, and fettin

forth, that the extraction of the ftone could
not be accomplithed until the third week
after, although many attempts had been
made for that purpofe. At length they
fucceeded, after a fuppuration of the in-
ternal coat of the bladder had loofened an
~adhefion, which, in their opinion, had
taken place between the ftone and the

- bladder.

* Katelaer de Apthis, p. so.
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A DESCRIPTION of the PRE-
SENT METHOD of OPERAT-
"ING for the STONE.

TWO days before the operation, if
the pauent is plethoric, fome blood

{hould be taken from the arm, and he may
ufe a warm bath in the evening. The next
day after bleeding, a proper dofe of manna
and Rochelle falt fhould be given in the
morning, and at bed-time an anodyne
draught is to be adminiftered. A common
clyfter muft be injected into the retum,
two hours before the operation; and after
its difcharge the patient fhould be inftru&t-
ed to retain his urine, that the pofterior
part of the bladder may be fecured from
injury when the cutting gorget is intro-
duced.

TuE perineum having been thaved, and
‘the patient properly fecured upon a table
of convenient ﬁru&ure, the furgeon muft
pafs the groove; 2 ftaff into the bladder; by

inclining its handle obliquely toward the
rlght
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right groin, the groove will prefent to the
left fide of the perineum. The ftaff is
then to be delivered to the affiftant fur-
geon, who is not only to hold it firm,
but to give it fome degree of preflure for-
ward, and in the dire&ion he received it;
another perfon is to fupport the fcrotum.
The operator is to fix himfelf in a chair
of convenient height, with his right foot
_ upon a ftool, that by refting his elbow
on his knee, his hand may be fupported
with more {teadinefs during the operation.
The knife 1s then to be introduced at a
point a little on the left fide the raphe of
the perineum, and about half an inch be-
low the fymphyfis of the offa pubis, The
incifion is to be carried on obliquely down-
ward and outward, and to terminate rather
below the obtufe proce(s of thé left if-
chium. If this is properly done, the
length of the incifion in adults will be
~about three inches and a half. Another
incifion muft then be made nearer the
middle line of the pelvis, and of lefs
extent than the former, by which the

tran{verfalis perinzi, and part of the

ﬁbres

£57
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fibres of the levator ani mufclés, fhould
be divided. The line of this incifion will
be clofe to the left fide of the mufculus
accelerator urinz, which will, in fome de-
gree, be removed from its nataral fituation,
by the oblique dire¢tion of the ftaft. The
defign of this procefs is to expofe the mem-
branous part of the urethra, through which
the groove of the ftaff ought to be diltincily
felt. 1f this cannot be done to the fatif=

factiod of the furgeon, he muft diffect a
little deeper through the cellular mem-
brane, and divide any bridles or fibres
that may happen to be in his way. When’
the groove of the ftaff can be accurately
diftinguithed, the operator is to prefs the.
end of the nail of his left thumb upon the
right edge of the groove, by which he
may with facility condué the point of the

~ knife into the fulcus. When he is cer-

tain the knife and groove of the ftaff are
in naked contall; he is to divide the mem-
branous part of the urethra to the anterior
furface of the proftate gland *,

* The term anterior is here ufed in relation to the Su=

THE
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Tue wound of the urethra having been
thus properly made, -the furgeon is to in-
troduce the beak of the common custing
gorget into the groove of the ftaff, where
he muft fuftain its fituation with firmnefs,
and rifing from his chair, heis to take the
ftaff in his left-hand, from the afififtant.
The dire&ion of the ftaff is then to be
changed. Hitherto it had been prefled
downward, and obliquely forward, to fa-
cilitate the intention of cutting into the
groove; the handle is now to be brought
forward, by which the point in the blad-
der will be raifed, and the curvature re-
moved nearer the arch of the pubes *.
‘The handle of the gorgetis to be prefled
as low down by the fide of the anus as
-the wound will admit, and its beak is to
be pufhed upward and along the- groove
of the ftaff, until it enters the bladder;
by which manceuvre the proftate gland
will be divided laterally, and the danger

* If this circumftance is not attended to, the gorget

may be pufhed into the cellular fubftance betwixt the

. retum and bladder, or even into the cavity of the for-

| mer; an accident I once faw happen to an operator in
London.

avoided
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avoided of wounding tie left feminal du&t;
which opens clofe to the caput Gallina-
ginis, now fuppofed to be in the fulcus of

the ftaff.

Tue {urgeon will know when the gor-
get is in the bladder, by the efflux of
urine. The ftaff is then to be withdrawn,
and the forceps, conducted by the gorget,
introduced into the bladder. 'The gorget
muft be removed, and, before the blades
of the forceps are opened, every endea-
vour fhould be made to afcertain, with all
pofiible precifion, the fituation of the ftone.
It frequently is the cafe that it liesin a
kind of bed, formed by its weight and
preflure, below the proftate gland, and
the moment the forceps is opened, it gets
beyond and over the ftone. When this
happens, it will be advifeable to employ a
pair of forceps whole blades are curved, or
form an angle with the handles of the in<
ftrument. If the ftone is fituated higher
in the bladder, and there touched by the
points of the ftraight forceps, the operator,
at the fame time that he opens the inftru-

ment,
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ment, fhould advance it, otherwife, when
he clofes the forceps to embrace the ftene,
it will only rub againft its anterior furface ;
becaufe as the blades divaricate, they de-
fcribe a fegment of a circle, and are every
moment receding from the flone, if the
caution here given is not obferved.

In the extra&ion of the ftone, the fur-
geon muft avail himfelf of his anatomical
knowledge of the bones and ligaments of
the pelvis. He will refle&, that if he
gives the forceps a direGion upward, he
will be refifted and counteradted in his de-
figns by the branches of the offa pubis,
which are not capable of giving way ;
whereas if he aés diretly downward, or
obliquely to the left fide, the os coccygis
and facro-fciatic ligament will admit of
confiderable dilatation,

For more minute dire@ions relative to
the engaging the flone in the forceps, or
its confequent extraction, I muft beg leave
to refer the reader to Monf. le Dran * and

* Le Dran’s Operations, tranflated by Mr. Gataker,
M Mr,

. Pr 239, &c

1061
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Mr Bromfield #, who have treated thefe
fubjeéts very copioufly.

AFISTULA in ANO, from which
a {tone was extracted.

'N the month of November, 1774, Mr.
A———, of Warwick, applied to me
on account of a fiftula in ano, which he
had been affliGted with more than twelve
months. Upon examination, an aperture
was difcovered about half an inch from
the verge of the anus, on the left fide.

TrroucH this opening I introduced a
probe into the finus, more than two inches
deep, in a direction parallel with the rec-
tum, and felt at the bottom a ftone. From
the nature of the difcharge through the fif-
tulous opening, I fufpeted likewife there
was a communication with the re&um. I
pafled a pmbe-p'ﬁinted curved biﬁt‘nury to
the bottom of the finus, and receiving its
point upon my finger, within the reClum,

* Chirurgical Obfervaticns and Cafes, Vol. II. p.

233 _
withi-
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withdrew them together, by which means

the cavities of the fiftula and re€tum were
laid into one, and, by the fame ftroke of
- the knife, the fphin&er mufcle was divided.
A pair of common forceps being conveyed
into the wound, T extracted a ftone, which
appeared to have belonged to a plumb or
apricot.

No other particular circumftance oc-
curred worth relating in this cafe. In the
fpace of two months the wound healed;
but the patient (from his age, and the
fphinéter mufcle having been much weak-
ened by difeafe) experienced fome incon-
venience from not being able, at all times,
to retain his excrement,

M An

id
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An ACCOUNT of the good effetts
of DIVIDING the APONEURO-
SIS of the BICEPS MUSCLE,
in a painful lacerated wound *.

Case APIethnric young woman, fervant to
AXXVI. the Rev. Mr. Goodwin, at Lough-
ton in Buckinghamthire, on the 11th of
June, 1769, was thrown from a cart, and
in the fall received a wound by a flint, in
the flexure of the arm. I faw her foon
after the accident : fhe was then in great
pain; there had been a confiderable hz-
morrhage, and her arm was much f{wol-
len. The wound was tran{verfe, near an
inch in length, its lower extremity termi-
nating at a little diftance from the inner
condyle of the os humeri. The fafcie of
the biceps mufcle was torn, and part of it

appeared ragged between the lips of the

wound.

* This cafe was publifhed in the fourth volume of the
Medical Obfervations and Enquiries.

AN
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AN emollient cataplafm * was applied
to her arm ; fixteen ounces of blood were
taken away ; the fore-arm was keptin a
bent pofition, to relax the biceps; and the
patient was directed to bed : a laxative me-
dicine was alfo ordered to keep the body
open. She paffed the night very ill, and
was feverith; her arm was exceffively
painful ; fhe could neither moye it herfelf,
nor would fhe fuffer it to be moved by any
one elfe. P

A rorTNIGHT elapfed, during which
time the bad fymptoms I have defcribed
continued, notwithftanding a firict anti-
phlogiftic plan was purfued. The pain
was {o acute, that even opium produced
neither eafe nor fleep, and the great irri-
tation kept up a conftant fever, accompa-
nied alternately with fhiverings and weak-
ening {weats., The wound difcharged a

* From the experience I have fince had, in fome cafes
where the aponeurofes of tendons have been wounded, I
have reafon to believe, that if co/d afirizgents had been
employed in the above recited cafe, infiead of aarm emol-
Jient cataplafms, there would have been no neceflity for
dividing the fafcia of the biceps mulcle.

M 3 thin
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thin gleet, of a greenifh colours: the parts
around ‘1t were much indurated, 2nd, as
fhe exprefled it, herarm- felt as- if it-had
been bound tight by-a'cord. .« 1ilog e

In thefe diftrefling’ circumftanices, when
her lffe was appa rently in the gleateﬁ dan-
ger,’ T déterminéd to divide the - fafeia,
thinking, by taking' off’ the ftricture; ‘we
fhould probably have an' alterationin our
favour. On the twenty-fifth of June I
made an incifion, two inches long, through
the integuments and aponeurofis 'of ‘the
muafcles. “As foon' as this'was done, the
divided parts of the’fafcia flew open) 'and
theifuccefs was equal to otir expeétation.
Sh&'wasirelieved immediatelys “ the 'pdin,
tumour, inflammation, and fever left'her;
and the firft time 'the dreflings | wefe re-
moved after the operation, there was laud-
able pus, inftead of the thin f“IEE‘t which
had bLE:ﬂ before conftantly diicharged The
wound granulated and healed as foon, -and
with as little trouble, 4s if it had been in
any other part of 'the body. "It may be
neceflar y to obferve, that there was no

matter



-aN SURGERY.

matter under the fa/ciz, nor was the di-
vifion of it attended with much pain.

“WhHoEevER confiders the great irritabi-
lity ‘of parts in a ftate of inflammation, and
how much the pain is increafed by any
Pre:i_fiire of bandage, will eafily account for
the {udden relief which this perfon had
from a divifion of the fafcia, the inelaf-
ticity of which prevented it from ‘giving
way to the f{welling of the parts beneath
it; and this cale feems to mal{e it ex-
tremely probable, that the bad fymptoms
following wounds of the tendons, and their
aponeurofes, refult more from mechanical
preflure, than any peculiarity in the ftruc-
ture of thefe parts, which were, till of

late, thought o ex qmﬁtely nervous and
{enfible,

M 4 The
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The HISTORY of 2a RUPTURE
of the CRURAL VEIN, attended
with a very large extravafation of blood.

e R. B—— had the misfortune to fall
L 6, :;;,-.z. from his horfe, and was rode over

by another gentleman, clofe bchind him.
He was carried to an inn at Nuneaton,
and a furgeon refident at that place imme-
diately fent for. The next day, fome very
alarming {fymptoms having appeared, I was
defired to vifit bim, with an eminent phy-
fician of this city.

In the fuperior part of the right thigh,
near the groin, and juft below Poupart’s
ligament, was a {mall efchar, which ap-
peared to have been occafioned by the vio-
lent preflure and blow of the horfe’s thoe.
The integuments of the anterior part of
the thigh, as well as of the inferior region
of the abdomen, were raifed up in a very
extraordinary manner byextravafated blood,
and the whole fcrotum was prodigioufly
enlarged.

CroTHs
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CroTus wetted with a folution of
crude fal ammoniac in vinegar, were con-
tinually applied cold to the affected parts,
to promote the reabforption of the fluid;
and every proper direction was given by
Dr.'Simfon, refpeéing the internal treat-
ment of the patient.

THE {uccefs attending the methods that
were purfued was fo great, that on the
fourth day from the accident, more than
half the extravafated blood appeared to
have been taken into the road of circula-
tion. From this time the procefs of ab-
forption did not appear to go on fo rapidly ;
the efchar was feparating, in every point,
from the contiguous parts; and we had
apprehenfions that it might, poffibly, have
been thrown off before the wound of the
veflel which had furnifhed the extravafated
blood, fhould have been healed. The
cold application of vinegar, &c. was
therefore continued until the eighth day,
at which time the flough came away, with
a large quantity of thick grumous blood.
- The parts affeCted were then covered with
: the

169
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the - ceratum faponaceum, = except. the
wound, which was drefled with a pledget
of {oft digeftive, that as httle impediment
as’ pofiible might be given to the difcharge.
The grumous blood came away every day
in confiderable quantities, by which the
bulk of the tumour was diminifhed ; there
was no return of internal hzmorrhage;
and iz two months the cure was perfeed,
without any particular accident, but the
epidydymis of the right tellicle remamcd
for fome time indurated and enlarged.

.........
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An ANEURISM of the POPLI
TEAL ARTERY, with {ome
REMARKS on ANEURISMS
in general,

I T hath been inconteftibly demontitrated,

that the principal arterial trunks of the
leg and arm may be tied in the operation
for the aneurifm, and the circulation of
the blood afterward carried on by the col-
lateral anaftomofing branches *. It hath
been faid, and indeed upon the evidence
of reafon and experience, that this opera~
tion will fucceed belt when a due degree
of preflure upon the tumour hath been

previoufly made, by which the collateral |

branches will be gradually dilated, and the

* Parey was the firft perfon who fecured the bleeding
veflels after ‘amputation with a ligature ; hut this method
was recommended long before,—Thus Galen fays,
** Quippe de genere obturantium quodammodo efl, &
¢ yinculum ipfis vafis fangoinem fundentibus circumpo-
¢ fitum, ipfique’ noftri digiti, dam ea committant &
¢¢_confringunt.” Method. Med. Lib. V. Cap. 3. Charter.
Tom. X. p.107; &c.—From the time of Galen to Am-
brofe Parey, furgeons were ufed to reltrain hzmorrhages
from the larger arteries with the actual cautery.

néw

;'1 71



272

CASES an» REMARKS

new road for the blood opened, before the
old one be rendered impervious.

TuE recommendation of the ufe of pref-
fure, as a proper preparative for the opera-
tion, muft, however, be received with li-

mitation, as there are fome {pecies of the

fpurious aneurifm, where it cannot be fup-
pofed to take place. Till within thefe very

few years, it was an opinion generally re-

ceived amongft furgeons in England, that
if the principal arterial trunk of the arm
or thigh was tied, the parts below the li-
gature muit neceflarily mortify, from an
interception of the blood which fhould
nourith them. Whenever, therefore, an
aneuri{m had its {feat in the crural or hume-
ral artery (above the flexure of the elbow
joint) nothing but amputatmn was thought
of. Some very eminent {urgeons have de-
clared their- opinion, that whenever the
operation for the aneurifm hath fucceeded
in the bend of the arm, the artery had di-
vided above the part (a variety fometimes
obferved) and a branch only had been in-
cluded in the ligature,

ANATOMISTS
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AnNAToMIsTs have difcovered, by their
injections, that the whole body is an anaf-
tomofis of veflels, and by this wife dif-
pofition of our machine, whenever the
vafcular f{yftem of any particular part
1s obftru&ed, the circulation will be car=-
ried on by the collateral veflels. It feems
to have been referved for modern {urgery,
to prove that even the trunks of the hu-
meral and crural arteries may be included
in a ligature, and, notwithftanding the
great impediment to the circulation of the
blood, which muft be the refult of the
operation, the parts below will neither in

general mortify, nor be deprived of their
ufe.

. 4 :

THe change whichfﬁkesﬂﬁéﬁ in the
mode of circulation of the blood after the
operation for the aneurifm, hath fometimes
occurred from fome particular difeafe of
the arteries. I have feen an inje@ed pre-
paration (the hiftory of the perfon it was
taken from I cannot recollect) where the
cavity of the crural artery was obliterated
the length of two or three inches, and in

which ”

173



174

CASESiaNd REMARKS

which thecollateral branches were {o won-
derfully dilated, that the progrefs of the
circulation might very well be fuppofed to
have been carried on without any great

hindrance.

MRr. AnTROBUS of Liverpool hath re-
corded a cafe, 1in which the patient’s foot
was mortified, and a feparation took place,
accompanied with good - digeftion, zwe
inches above the ancle. ~The leg was am-
putated at the ufual place below the knee,
arid when the tourniquet was flackened,
there was no efflux of blood from the di-
vided arteries, nor any pulfation to be per-
ceived in their extremities *. In this cafe
it appears, that after the principal arteries
had been, by difeafe, rendered ufelefs, the
circulation was carried on by the collateral
branches with fufficient force to produce a
good digeftion, at a confiderable diftance
below the found part of the large vefiels.

I nave been myfelf witnefs to a cafe
neaily fimilar to that related by Mr. An-

. * Med. Obfervations and Enquiries, Vol. II..
trobus,
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trobus, where ‘no hemorrhage happei_ied
from the principal arteries, either at'the
time of amputation or afterward, although
nothing more ftyptic than dry lint was ap-
plied to the ftump; the digeftion and ci-
catrization of the wound went on without
interruption.

THE firft account of the crural artery
being tied, we meet with in Severinus.
The cafe was a {purious aneurifm, and the
ligature was made upon the artery fo near
‘the groin, that amputation could not have
been performed. - The patient was young,

and perfectly recovered the ufe of the
Yimb *,

SomEe few years fince Mr. Burchall, of
Manchefter, tied the crural artery with
fuccefs, for an aneurifm. This operation
was performed in the Manchefler infir-
mary, on the 4th of March, 1757, The
patient ‘'was difcharged cured, on the r7th
of April following, and the limb was found

* Mare. Aurel, Severin. de Effic, Med, Lib. I. Part 2.
p. 51, &c.
g nearly
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nearly as ftrong and as ferviceable as the
other, when he was afterward examined by
the Medical Society of London *. From
the circumftances of this well authenti-
cated cafe, there can remain no degree of
doubt but that the z7un% of the crural ar-
tery was tied in the operation. Since the
publication of Mr. Burchall's cafe, the
crural artery has been tied by Mr. Leflie
of Cork, in a fpurious aneurifm, and with

fuccefs +.

In all controverted points of furgery,
the moft certain rule to diret our conduct
will ever be found to arife from a compa-
rifon of the events of a given number of
fimilar cafes, treated in different methods.
Thus in twelve patients, where the crural
artery hath been tied, a certain proportion
of this number will probably die: and in
the fame number who fuffer amputation,
it cannot be expeted they thould all re-
cover. If now, for example, four out of
the twelve who have had the crural artery

® Med. Obfer. and Enquiries, Vol. III. p. 106.
+ Med. Comment. Edinb, Vol. II.
tied



in. S UR GERY.

tied thould die, and only three of thofe
who have undergone amputation, it will
be an argument in favour of the propriety
of the former pradice: becaufe thofe who
furvive from this method, have their limbs
prefervf:d “and if the ligature fails, and
the parts below fhould mortify, the pa-
tient may have fome kind of hope of efcap-
ing at laft by amputation, As far, there-
fore, as the fuccefs of a few cafcs can ob-
tain, the furgcﬂn will be authorifed to re-
commend the operation for the aneurifm
of the crural artery, in preference to am-

putation *,

ALTiHougH it be certain there is
a natural provifion for the maintenance
of the collateral circulation in general,
when any of the principal arterial trunks
are, by difeafe or accident, rendered in-
adequate to the purpofe: yet it may be
dﬁf&rving attention to enquire, whether

® It is, I fear, much more to be withed than ex-
petted, that furgeons would candidly acquaint the pub-
lic with their il] fuccefs, as well as with their more for-
tunate praltice ; a proper line of condult might then be
had, by comparing the events of particular cafes.

N we

37l
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we may not be deprived of this advan-
tage, on account of fome local peculiari=
ties of the {yftem. In the thigh the cru-
ral artery, at its fuperior part, detaches
fome very confiderable branches, which
are deftined for the nourithment and fup-
port of the numerous large mufcles of the
limb; and thefe veflels anaftomofe, with
others, from the inferior part of the trunk,
in a {ufficient degree to afford at leaft a
probable fuppofition, that the circulation
might be continued after the principal ar-
tery had been, by ligature, rendered im-
pervious. But, in the bam, the popliteal

artery feems very much deprived of thefe

advantages ; very few ramifications are
here made, and thofe that anaftomofe with
others from above the joint, are in a fitu-
ation to be obftruéed in their dilatation,
by the preflure of the adjacent tendons and
ligaments, rendered irritable by the opera-
tion, by the projection of the epiphyfis of
the tibia, and the condyles of the os fe-
moris, communicating refiftance to every
falutary effort of expanfion,

SHoULD
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SgouLD tllaie operation for the aneurifim
be attempted in the ham, the fituation

the patient muft be in, will be particu-

larly embarrafling to the furgeon: if the
leg is extended, to put the tumour and the
artery upon the ftretch, the tendons form-
ing the ham-ftrings will very much im-
pede the future proceffes of the operation 3
and if the leg is placed in a ftate of flexion,
there will be flill more obje&tions to the
pofition. 'The mere difficulties attending
any operation in furgery may, perhaps,
appear not to be fufficient reafons to de-
cline it; and by the adventurous and in-
trepid operator it may be conceived, that

honour and reputation are to be acquired

in' proportion to the danger he hath in-
curred. But when to the difficulties at-
tending any operation, 18 added the extreme
_ hazard the patient muft fuftain, even from
the moft adroit performance of it, 1t furely
becomes a {ubje@ deferving the attention
of the moft dextrous operator, and well
worth the confideration of the moft {cien-
tific and beft informed practitioner.

N 2 WitHu
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WiTn regard to the cafe of which we
are now fpeaking (the aneurifm of the pop-
/iteal artery) there is not, that I know, a
fingle cafe upon record, where the opera-
tion for the aneurifm hath fucceeded. It
hath been done feveral times within thefe
few years, in our public hofpitals; but I
have not heard of any one cafe where it
an{wered the intended purpofe. Inacon-
verfation I had, two years fince, with a
very ingenious furgeon of London *, upon
this {ubject, he acquainted me that he had
lately performed the operation, and with
great hopes of fuccefs; but unfortunately,
on the fecond or third day after, a profufe
hazmorrhage enfued, of which the patient
died, before he could get to his affiftance.

WuirsT the minds of furgeons of the
firft eminence are wavering with refpe& to
the propricty of operating for the aneu-
rifm in the ham, every cafe upon the fub-
jet, recorded with fidelity, fhould be well
received by the public; and, with a view
to affit in clearing up a doubtful part of

* Mr, He=r.
our
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our profeffion, I thall clofe thefe remarks
with the following cafe :

IN the year 1774, ] J , by

trade a black{mith, perceived a fmall
tumour, deep feated in his left ham. Af-
ter it had continued fome time, he thewed
it to an eminent furgeon, who gave him
{uch direCtions as he thought neceflary.
The difeafe increafed every day, and he
applied for my affiftance about a year after
the commencement of his complaints,
The tumour was then become very pain-
ful, and fo large as to occupy all the {pace
betwixt the ham-ftrings, and to defcend
downward within the heads of the gaf-
trocnemius mufcle. Applying my hand
upon it, I difcovered a very f{trong pulfa-
tion, and no doubt feemed to remain of
its being an aneurifm of the popliteal ar-
tery. |

I~ confultation afterward with Mr. Har-
rold and Mr. Parrott, a very eminent fur-
geon of Birmingham, in confideration of

the difficulty of performing the operation
N 3 for

131

Case
XXXVIIIL.
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for the aneurifm in this part, and of the
very uncertain nature of the event, it was
ftrongly wiged to the patient to fuffer am-
putation. The man defired he might have
time to confult his friends upon the fubject,
who lived at a confiderable diftance. They,
in anfwer, requefted he would come to
them, as fome furgeons in their neighbour-
hood had propofed to cure him without the
lofs of the limb. He went to them, the
operation for the aneurifm was done, and
the patient died on the third day *.

* Vide ZEgineta, Lib, VI. Cap. 37. Marc. Aurel.
Severinus de Effic. Medicinz, Schenckius. Morgagni
de Caufis & Sed. Morb. Hildanus Cent. Obferv. Mem.
de ’Acad. Roy. An. 1712, 1733. Bonetus Sepulch.

‘Anat, Philofoph. Tranfalt. Abr. Vol IIl, VIII. De

Haen de Aneurifmat, Rat. Medend. Cap. XXX. Mem.
de I’Acad. de Chirurg. Edinb. Med. Effays, Vol. 1I,
and IV. Sharp, and le Dran’s Operations. Med. Obf,
and Enq. Vol. I, II, Ill,"and IV. Med. Com. Edinb.
Vol. II.  White’s Cales in Surgery. Treatife upon
Sponge. Pott’s Remarks on the Neceflity of Amputation,
ps 69. Ruyfch. Obf. Centur.

OBSER-



iN SURGERY.

OBSERVATIONS on CO M-
POUND FRACTURES.

SO ME years have now elapfed, fince

. Pott publithed his Remarks on *

Fra&ures and Diflocations, wherein he
appears the advocate for smmediate ampu-
tation in certain cafes, which I thall more
_ particularly defcribe hereafter. The fame
gentleman hath likewife favoured us lately
with Obfervations on the Neceflity of Am-
putation, &c. The mode of pratice re-
commended in both thefe publications (if
it may be confidered as the ftandard by
which the condu& of furgeons is to be
regulated) feems to be, at leaft, the pro-
bable fource of infinite mifchief to man-
kind. Before I proceed farther I fhall
premife, that no one either has, or can
have, a greater veneration for Mr. Pott’s
chirurgical abilities in general than myfelf;
perhaps no man hath contributed fo much
to the improvement of furgery; and I ac-
knowledge with gratitude the great ad-

N 4 vantages
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vantages I have received both from hls
wrltmgs and h15 le&ures.

To enjoin an smmediate recourfe to am-
putation after an accident happens, when
the reftoration of the limb may be at moft
but doubtful, and the delay of the knife at-
tended with no apparent danger, is leaving
the unhappy patient too much to the met-
¢y of the generality of {urgeons, in a fitu-
ation {o truly delicate, as to require the
abilities of the moft {agacious practitioner
ta determine upon the neceflity of the ope-
ration; and the lofs of a limb is {uch a
melancholy circumitance, that nothing but
the moft indifpenfible neceflity (hould ever
induce the furgeon to recommend it. Mr.
Pott confefles #, ¢ that the amputation of
<¢ a limb is an operation terrible to bear,
¢ horrid to fee, and muft leave the per{bn
¢ on whom it has been performed, in 2
¢ mutilated imperfe&t ftate.”

A¥TER having thus defcribed the na-
ture of this operation, he proceeds to de-

- ¥ Remarks on the Neceflity of Amputation, &c¢. p. 45-
fend
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fend the propriety of it, becaufe it feems
“ a contrary doctrine * has, within a few

f‘ years, been bold]y and mduﬂrmuﬂy
Pmpagated not without fome very in-
decent, as well as untrne reﬂ{:(‘f’[mns, on
the profeffion in general, and on thofe
who have the care of hofpitals in par-
¢ ticular: and, becaufe” he is ¢ con-
“ vinced that fuch do&rine has been em-
& ployed to the prejudice of mankind, by
_ccver:ng ignorance and timidity, and
¢ alfo for iEI'ViI']g the bafe purpofe of ma-
£ lemlenre Mr. Pott further obferves,
that « mankind 4 are too apt to form
« their opinion from events only : fuccefs
¢« with ﬁmny conftitutes propriety, and
- ¢ the failure of it is often very unjuftly

‘¢ {et to the account of mifcondu&, or of
e want of knﬂwledge

£6
[ 4

£&

L1

Witu refpe@ to this obfervation, I
profefs I do not underftand how mankind,
in general, are to Judge of the pmpncty
of a furgeon’s conduct, but from his fuc-

* Remarks on the Neceflity, &c. p. 46. + Ibid.
§ 47 .
S cefs :
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cefs: they cannot be fuppofed to know
either the nature of his profeffion, or the
principles upon which it is founded.

MR. PoTT proceeds to reprehend the
backwardnefs which appears in young fur-
geons to amputate. ‘“ A young * prac-
“ titioner,” fays he, ¢¢ at a diftance from
¢ affiftance, and thereby deprived of that
¢ {upport, may be afraid to put his cha-
 raCter to hazard, by acting in fuch a~
‘“ manner, as, although it might juftly
“ intitle him to f{uccefs, yet cannot com-
¢ mand it. He may underftand his art,
¢ but art is not infallible. He may be a
¢ very excellent furgeon, and yet be afraid
¢ to encounter the prejudices of fome, and
¢ the malevolence of others.” Mr. Pott
fcems to have forgotten that formerly, up-
on another occafion, he had cenfured the
young furgeon for too much attention to
operations, and the little regard paid to the
common, or practical parts of furgery 4.

WHEN

* Remarks on the Neceflity of Amputation, &c. p. 47.

+ The treatment of the fitula lacrymalis ¢ hardly
¢ comes under the name of an operation, the great, and
¢ almoft
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WHEN young furgeons leave the coun-
iry to attend the London hofpitals, their
purfuit feems chiefly directed to the ope~
rative part of furgery. In their converfa-
tion with each other, they afk what ope-
rations have been done, what to be feen,
- who performs them with the greateft ex-
pedition ? &c. Is it then improbable that
fuch an one, freth from the fchool of St.
Bartholomew, when he is called upon to
give his affiftance in a2 compound fra@ure,
attended with extenfive comminution of
the bones, and laceration of the mufcles;
where the external wound is large, and hor-
rible to the fight ; under fuch circumftances,
perhaps wifhing to operate, encouraged by
Mr. Pott’s opinion and diretion: isit, I
fay, at all improbable that he will con-
demn the limb to immediate amputation ?

AFTER engagements at fea and upon
land, where compound fraltures are ex-
tremely frequent, have the furgeons of the

£ qimnﬂ only objest, which they who come hither” (Lon-
don) ¢ from the diltant countries, have in view.” Mr.
Pott’s preface to his Obfervations on the Fiftula Lacry-
malis,

army
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army or navy ever betrayed the leaft reluc-

“tance to amputation ? Has zmidity marked

their conduct in this refpect ? or have they,
at any time, been accuied with attempting

“to preferve too many legs and arms? On
~the contrary, it is no lefs a lamentable,

than an indifputable fa&, that, upon thefe
occafions, the limbs of thofe unfortunate
men, who have ventured their lives in their
country’s caufe, have been frequently fa-
crificed to the indolence or barbarity of
their furgeons.

AT a time, therefore, when 300,000
men are {aid to be employed in the fervice
and defence of the Britith empire, is it ei-
ther political or prudent, can it be con-
fiftent with humanity, that one of the firft
{urgeons of Europe fhould give deliberate
encouragement to the fanguinary bufinefs
of mutilation ?

MRr. PorT oblerves, that ¢ flat con-
¢¢ tradictions have no more authority than

¢ pofitive affertions :” I will therefore fub-

mit the reafons I have for diffenting from

his
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his opinion, to the confideration of him-
felf, and the reft of my brethren.

AccorRDING to Mr. Pott, there are
three points of time in compound frac-

tures, in which amputation may become
neceflary.

FirsT, ¢ Immediately, or as foon as
¢ may be after the receipt of the injury.”

SEcoNDLY, “ When the bones con-
¢ tinue for a great length of time with-
“ out any difpofition to unite, and the
¢ difcharge from the wound has been fo
¢ long, and is fo large, that the patient’s

¢ ftrength fails, and general fymptoms,
foreboding diffolution, come on.”

L.

iy,

Ll

[ 4

THIRDLY, “ When a mortification
¢¢ {hall have taken f{uch complete poffef-
“ fion of the foft parts of the inferior part
¢ of the limb, quite down to the bone,
‘¢ that, upon a feparation of fuch parts,
¢¢ the bone or bones fhall be left bare in
‘¢ the interfpace.”

L

In
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In my humble opinion, there can be
but one good reafon why amputation {hould
be performed in any cafe, viz. to preferve
life. The firft queftion, therefore; that I
{hall afk Mr. Pott is, Whether he amputates
immediately after the accident to prevent
fudden death ? The anfwer muft be in the
negative ; fudden death never happening
in compound fra&ures, efpecially in thofe
which he calls bazardous, or that may
probably be productive of mortification,
&c. and for which he advifes the opera-
tion. If Mr. Pott does not operate to pre=-
vent mmediate death, his intention muft
be to avoid thofe fymptoms which he has
ftated in the two other periods, when, 1n
his opinion, amputation may become  ne-
ceffary. |

W e might therefore proceed to enquire;
whether the operation could not be per-
formed at thofe other points of time, with
equal, or perhaps greater advantage, than at

fit(t ;—when the necefity of the meafure

might be eftablifhed by demonftration; but,
before.
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before we do this, we fhall make fc;me
remarks upon the firft propofition.

We will fuppofe the circumftances of
a compound fracture are fuch, as to render
the cafe, in Mr. Pott’s judgment, bazard-
ous ; and he has declared his opinion, that
(although the patient might pofitly reco-
ver without the operation) yet he will have
a much better chance of living by having
the limb removed : we will alfo take it for
granted, that the patient and his friends
are convinced of the force of his argu-
ments, and the operation is immediately
performed : can Mr. Pott fay that his pa-

tient is thereby exempted from danger ;.

or that he is not almoft in as dangerous a
ftate as ever? I have feen the practice of
feveral hofpital furgeons, and have known
their * patients die where amputation had
been performed in compound fraGures,
immediately after the accident.

CoMrounD fraBtures moft frequently
happen to the laborious part of mankind;

* The rclative proportion I cannot exa&ly afcertain.
- to

191



192

CASES anp REMARKS

to thofe who are ftrong and in health.
Skilful furgeons have remarked, and ex-
perience hath confirmed their obfervation,
that a ftate of high health is unfnendly to
the fuccefs of amputation. People thus
circumftanced are fubJe& to more fever,
pam, and irritation, in pmpcrtmn to the
ftrength of the mufcles, and the force of
the circulation. There is likewife a dif=
trefs of mind, a melancholy defpondency,
infeparably conneted with the fudden lofs
of a limb. Although it is propofed to am-
putate as foon as poffible after the injury
hath been received, yet fome fpace of time
muft neceflarily intervene, before the pro-
per apparatus can be procured, and the
bufinefs undertaken. In this interval pain
is excited, and fome degree of inflamma-
tion may well be fuppofed to pofie(s the
part upon which the operation is intended
to be performed.

Tue fecond point of time at which,
M:. Pott fays, amputation becomes necef-
fary, is ¢ when the bones continue for a
¢ oreat length of time without any difpo-

“ fition
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¥ {ition to unite, &c. and the patient,
“ from too large a difcharge of matter,

“ &ce. 1s fuppofed to be in danger of
 dying.”

Waen the patient is reduced to this
deplorable condition ; when the difcharge
of matter is great, or, from an abforption
of part of it into the fyftem, the blood
15 melted down; when all the fymp-
toms are in a progreflive increafe from bad
to worfe (the moft powerful antifeptics
having been ineffeGtually employed,and the
bones ftill remaining in z flate of difunion :)
if the patient does not part with his limb,
the lofs of his life muft be the inevitable
confequence.. Should amputation be per-
formed even in thefe circumftances, hefore
the patient is 700 much reduced, the fur-
geon will have the fatisfa&tion to think,
that he has not performed the operation
until the neceffity of it was demonfirable :
and (which is of much greater confequence)
the patient will have a deffer chance of
recovery, than if it had been performed

O mme=
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immediatcly after the accident *, * T appeal
to the experience of all furgeons, whether
perfons who have been previoufly reduced,
either by pain, abforbed matter, colliqua-
tive diarrhceas, &c. do not generally reco-
ver after amputation ; and whether the re-
verfe of this propofition is not true of thofe,
who lofe their limbs foon after the injury

hath happened.

Dors Mr. Pott, therefore, advife am=
putation smmediately after accidents, to an=
ticipate a period “wherein that bufinefs
might be undertaken with more apparent
fafety to the patient, and greater fatisfation
to the furgeon ? This fuppofition militates
fo ﬂronglywﬁrthe found judgment which

® Mr. Pott, after cenfuring Van Swieten for advifing
us to wait swwo or three days, until antifeptics might be
tried in thefe cafes, before we proceed to amputation 3
obferves, ¢ that, by waiting that time, the patient will
¢ have very little chance indeed from the operation.”
But that it is not a/zways fo dangerous to wait a feaw days,
we may fairly conclude, when Mr. Pott himfelf acquaints
us, that, in the fecond ftage of a compound fraéture, am-
putation may become neceffary, ¢ when the bones con-

¢ tinue for a great length of time without any difpofition
¢ to unite,” &c.

chara&erifes
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charalerifes Mr. Pott’s works in genetal,
that it muft be totally inadmiffible. ‘

Comround fraGures, I muft allow,
are obferved to terminate very unfavours'
ably in public hofpitals ; patients cannot
be fuppofed to have the benefit of gcﬂmd
air, where wounded people are too often

crouded in the fame wards, with other# |

who are dying of malignant fevers. ‘But

I have often thought there muft have been'

fome other caufe befides contaminated air,

to produce the difference in the events of

compound fractures in the country, and in

public hofpitals. When tenfion hath taken

place in the limb, which it generally does,

more or lefs, it isa maxim in many hofpi«

tals to ufe emollient relaxing p:::uluces.

warm of hot, to apply which; it is necef<

fary that the limb be lifted up at each tiiig

of drefling; by this motion the bones rub

againft each other, and wound of irritate

the mufcles: and this bufinefs is fome=

times done by the nurfes; that the limb
- may be clean for the infpe&ion of the fut-
' geon. When the poultice is removed, @
Oz warm

19§
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warm fomenting cloth is put on, and thus
the fore is expofed to the air, perhaps an
hour; and, before another cataplaim 1s
applied, the fractured limb muft be once
more difturbed.

WaEN the whole limb in a compound
fracture is much fwollen, painful, inflam-
ed, and indurated, what are the curative
intentions ? The anf{wer is, to get the parts
unloaded by a refolution of the inflamma-
tory tumefaltion, and zhereby to procure
an eafy digeftion of the wound, and to
avoid the formation of abfcefles under the
{kin, or in the interftices of the muicles.
Warm emollient applications relax the vef-
fels; encourage, therefore, a greater in-
flux of juices: in confequence of both,
they sncreafe tumefaction. Digeftion of
wounds is beft procured when the circum-
jacent parts are /eaff {wollen. Warm emol-
lient applications therefore, in this cafe,
retard the digeftion of the wound. At
the fame time, alfo, that the furgeon (if
he purfues this kind of practice) is coun-
teracting the curative intentions, he is do-

ing
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ing every thing in his power to encourage
a general {uppuration, and reduce the cafe
to the very ftate {o well defcribed by Mr,
Pott, and in which it may be neceffary to
amputate the limb, to prevent the patient
from dying, in confequence of fuch ex-
tenfive fuppuration.

Tue third ftage of a compound frac-
ture is faid to be, when ¢ a mortifica-
‘¢ tion fhall have taken fuch complete
¢« poflfeflion of the inferior parts of the
« limb, that, upon a feparation of the
*“ morbid from the found parts, the bone
‘¢ or bones fhall be left bare in the inter-
“{pace.”

OrF all the different kinds of mortifica=
tion, none might be fuppofed to be fo
truly local, or fo little difpofed to fpread,
as that occafioned by external violence.
It is very eafy to imagine, that, from the
fall of great weights upon the limbs, and
by the operation of various other caufes,
the firu&ure of the parts may be fo much
deftroyed, as to make mortification not

O 3 only
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only a probable event, but an unavoidable
confequence. It is very frequently the

cafe, even in mortification from internal

caufes, that the efforts of art produce a
ftop to the difeafe. How much more
likely 1s this event to happen, when ex-
ternal violence hath been the caufe? Ac-
cordingly we find, that fometimes the
{kin, mulicles, tendons, and ligaments are
deftroyed to the bones, which, upon a
feparation of the mortified parts, are left
quite bare. In fome of thele cafes, no-
thing elfe may be neceflary but to faw
through the bones, |

BuT Mr. Pott obferves, ¢ that fome-
¢ times the progrefs of the difeafe is
“ {o rapid, as to deftroy the patient in a
¢ fhort {pace of time.”

‘TrosE perions who have been deftroyed
by a fprcadmg gangrene, from external
mjury, muft have had very bad habits ;
and it therefore ftill remains a queftion,
whether early amputation could have faved

| them.



2 & U R G.E R Y;

them. - Upon the whole, then, I have ne-
deavoured to prove,

FirsT, That amputation fhould never
be petformed immediately after compound
fractures have been reccived, in thofe cafes,
which appear uncertain, or blazardous
only.

SeconpLy, That the fecond point of
time in which that operation is faid to be
neceffary, would not fo frequently hap-
pen, if a proper method of treatment
had been purfued; and if it fhould oc-
cur, the patient will have a better chance
of living than if it had been performed at
firft: and,

Tuirpry, That if a mortification
fhould unexpe&edly fupervene, it will
not, of neceffity, prove fatal.

In the courfe of my practice I have not
hitherto, in a fingle inftance, had occa-
fion to amputate for a compound frac-

ture, although I have been concerned in
0 4 fome
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fome cafes where, upon Mr. Pott’s hypo-
thefis, the operation would have been
deemed neceflary ; yet not only the lives
of the patients, but the ufe of the injured
limbs have alfo been preferved *,

I nave never, indeed (when I have at-
tended from the beginning of the cafe)
had a patient in that ftate from a compound
fracture, where it might even have become
a queflion, whether amputation fhould have
been performed, to obviate the effe&s of
too large a difcharge of matter, or of its ab-
forption into the {yftem : and this fuccefs I
attribute very much to the early ufe of
cold and repellent applications, and avoid-
ing 2ll warm, emollient, and relaxing to-

@ If it was neceflary to amputate for a compound frac-
ture fo fiequently as Mr. Pott would make us believe, it
muft appear very extracrdinary that the late Mr. Gooch,
in a very extenfive and long corntinued pradtice, never
cut off a limb on fuch an occafion. See his lait Volume,
p- 8z.

Monf{. Boucher has demonftrated, by a variety of in-
ftances, that cafes of the moft apparently dangerous na-
ture, and where the bones have been fraftured in their
articulation, may be cured without amputation. Mem.
de ’Acad. Roy. de Chirurg. Tom. II. Obfery. fur des
Playes d’Armes, a Fen, p. 287 & 461.

pics ;
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- pics; whereby the fuppurative procefs hath '
been kept within due bounds,

As foon as I am called to 2 cafe of this
kind, if no peculiar circumftance forbids,
the leg (for inftance) is placed upon its

outfide, in the common infle&ted pofi-
tion *. If the fuperior portion of the
fratured tibia protrudes through a fmall
wound, and there is difficulty in its re-
duction, it will invariably be found to
arife from the bone being girded by the
integuments. Inftead, therefore, of fa-
tiguing the patient by an unneceffary and
fruitlefs extenfion, the furgeon fhould di-
vide with a biftoury, that part of the {kih

® Many of what are called the moders improvements
in furgery, may be found in the writings of the ancients.
The prattice of placing limbs, when fra&ured, in fuch
an eafy infleCted pofture as they ufually take in a ftate of
relt or fleep, is enjoined both by Hippocrates and Galen.
¢ Quibus in figuris quum otiamur, partes habere con-
¢ fuevimus, hz in curationibus eligend= funt.” And
afterward, ‘¢ Itaque fi homines otiari confideraveris, ple=
‘¢ rumque manus (e. g.) inter fummam extenfionem, &
‘¢ extremam flexionem non plane medias reperies, fed
¢ quz ad extenfionem propendeant.” De Med, Officin.

Text. 21. Chart, Tom. XII, p. 87,
which
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which appears to form the firiCture. But
if the protruded part of the bone {hould
be fractured very obliquely, or with fuch

fharp angles as would probably, when re-
duced, either wound or confiderably irri-

tate the mufcles, it will, in general, be
advifeable to faw it off. It fometimes hap-
pens that the tibia is very much fhattered
and comminuted ; in this cafe, if the frag-

ments are loofe, they fhould by all means

be removed ; and if the external wound 1s
not large enough for this purpofe, it may
very fafely be dilated. But if the inter-
mediate fragments are large, and firmly
attached to the muicles, &c. the attempt
to remove them may poflibly be attended
with much inconvenience, and is therefore
to be avoided.

ArTEeR the wound of the fkin hath
been enlarged, or the protruded portion of
the bone removed by the faw; when the
loofe fragments have been extracted, or
fuffered to remain; or as- either of thefe
methods may be rendered more eligible
than the reft, by the particular circom-

 ftances
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ftances of the cafe: it will, in general, re-
quire but a fmall degree of extenfion to
reduce the limb to its natural form. The
~wound .is then to be dreffed; and, whe-
ther it be fmall or large, no application
feems, in general, {o proper. as dry lint,
which fthould be fuffered to remain on the
part (at leaft not forcibly removed) until
it is loofened by digeftion, or fome other
caufe,

THE next procefs, indeed the moft ne-
ceflaty of any, is to endeavour, by fome
topical application to the whole limb, to
counteract that determination of fluids in-
to the parts which is always, more or lefs,
the effect of contufion, pain, and irrita-
tion. In proportion to the degree of in-
flammation, and extent of tumefaction,
we may form a fair conje@ure of the en-
fuing danger from exceffive {uppuration,
which (though frequently a fatal attendant
on compound fractures in public hofpitals)
I have very rarely found reafon to appre-
hend in the country,

- 203
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I navE before attempted to prove, that
all warm relaxant applications are very per-
nicious, when tenfion hath already taken
place in the limb; and if fo, very little
need be faid to thew the impropricty of
their ufe, when the defign of the furgeon
is to prevent inflammation, to refift the di-
latation of the veflels, and thereby reftrain
the confequent tumefaction and fuppura-
tion within as {mall bounds as may be. I
do not know any better method to anfwer
thefe intentions, in general, than to apply
a very foft napkin, well foaked in the fa-
turnine water of Goulard, co/d, all over
the injured limb. As foon as it becomes
dry, a freth lotion fhould be poured on,
and this fthould be continued during the
firft days, or until all inflammatory ap-
pearances have fubfided.

IT fometimes happens, that one or
more of the deep-feated veins are lacerat-
ed, and if the wound of the integuments
is fmall, or becomes choaked up with co-
agulable lymph, the extravafated blood
will force its way betwixt the fkin and

mufcles,



iN SURGERY,.

mufcles. When this cafe occurs, or when-
ever tenfion happens from an internal hz-
morrhage, no better application can be
ufed than a folution of crude fal asmoniac
in vinegar, with which, the parts fhould
conftantly be covered, cold *.

DurinG the time the lotion is applied,
1t does not feem proper (at leaft it will not
be convenient) to ufe any bandage over the
napkin; and, if there is a great degree of
tenfion, it may perhaps be fuggefted, that
the ufe of fplints in fome cafes may be
altogether unneceffary ; becaufe, under that
circumftance, the integuments being very
tight, will by their preflure fecure the fi-
tuation of the fractured bones. But if the
limb is exempt from tumefaGion, and
fplints are not ufed, the patient will be fub-
Jje€t to the very fevere thocks, which thofe
who experience thefe misfortunes fo feel-
ingly defcribe.  In either cafe it feems very
proper to apply one fplint under the limb,

* I have had an opportunity of feeing, in more than
one inftance, the eff=éts of warm applications in fuch cafes,
and it was aftenifhing how much the tumour was increafed

by them,
which
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which will form an even furface for it to
reft upon 4. ' If it be thought unnecef-
fary to apply the upper fplint: in the day,
it fhould be always ufed at night; becaufe
it' is principally at that time the patient

* fuffers thofe very. pernicious - collifions of

the bone, which, from a ftate of the moft
perfe&t eafe, will often occafion fevere pains
for feveral hours. Thefe thocks commonly
happen f{oon after the patient has fallen
afleep; and from thence I fufpet, they
arife from an attempt to turn the body,
whereby the fuperior part of the fraGured
bone is fuddenly difplaced: the ufe of
fplints therefore, 'during the night, cannot
be difpenfed with, -

4+ The fplints I ufe in compound fra&ures are the com-+
mon " deal ones, recommended by Mr, Pott; and they
are made long enough to projett fomewhat beyond the
extremities of the fratured bone. By keeping the joints
above and below the injured part at reft, they anfwer all
the purpofes that can be expected from fplints, without
making any improper preflure upon the wound, orits
circumjacent parts, which thofe muft ever be liable to
that are contrived to fit the leg, and be in contaét with a
great part of its furface. They fhould be lined with flans
nel, and well padded with combed weol,

THE
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Tur next ftep, which is ufually taken
in order to prevent tenfion, &c. is a re-
courfe to the lancet, But if the furgeon
is called upon foon after the accident, he
will commonly find his patient diftreffed
in mind, his mufcles in a tremulous ftate,
his body cold, and his pulfe weak: it
may, perhaps, therefore admit of a quef-
tion, whether bleeding thould take place
at this period ?. With regard to my own
practice, I never ufe the lancet under fuch

circumftances; but defer it until 'either a

painful throbbing in the limb, or an acs
celerated,  hardened pulfe; (indicates its
propriety ; and then, it thould feem, blood
may be advantageoufly taken' away, in as
large a quantity as the nature of the fymp-
toms require, AL

_ It is of vefy great importance to empty
the inteftinal canal as foon as pofiible, and
this intention would be beft anfwered by
clyfters; but as the pofition the patient is
obliged to be in, will not, in many cafes,
admit of their ufe, fome kind of opening

medicines muft be given by the mouth;

and
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and for this purpofe a folution of manna
and Rochelle falt may be as proper as any
other. It thould be given and repeated

until it produces the defired effet; or,
if it fhould be flow in its operation, a

few grains of calomel will probably fuc-
ceed.

ArTER a proper application hath been
made to the injured limb; when the pa-
tient has been bled (if it appears neceflary)
and his bowels have been opened : the next
defirable object will be to eafe or mitigate
the pain. In every cafe of this kind, pain
fhould be relieved with the moft ftudious
care; for as inflammation occafions pain,
fo pain, in its turn, increafes inflamma-
tion : and thus the caufe and effe are per-
petually augmenting each other. In one
view, therefore, the antipblogiftic plan
feems admirably calculated to anfwer fuch
purpofe ; but this alone will not fucceed,
when the parts are in a very irritable ftate,
without the ufe of opium. At whatever
time, or upon whatever occafion, opium

is given with an intention to remove pain,
the



Ay SURGERY. 209

the dofe thould always be proportioned to
the degree of irritation it is intended " to
counteract. When the nerves are violently
affected with pain, it requires, in general,
a much larger dofe of opium than is com-
monly given, either to obtain eafe, or pro-
cure fleep; without which the medicine
cannot properly be called anodyne *, I
believe it is a very common error to give
opium upon thefe occafions in too {mall
quantities to produce any good effe&t. It
fhould be given ina large dofe, and re-
peated until it hath an{wered the intention
of the prefcriber, otherwife it would be
much better not to adminifter it at all -,

Ir the mode of praftice here recom-
mended is put in ufe early, it will verjr
feldom happen that any confiderable ten-
fion will take place; and if it fhould,

* ¢ Anodyna vocant, quz fomno dolorem levant.”
Celf. Lib. V. Cap. 25. p. 278.
4 The dofe I frequently order is the following :
K Tin&. Theb. a gutt. XL, ad LX.

Vin, antim. gutt, XXX.

Sp. mind, 3 fs.

Aq. font. 3 vi. m. f, hauftus, urgente dolore

fumendus,

p am
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‘am perfuaded a perfeverance in the fame

plan will remove it.

Waen the inflammatory tumefa&tion
hath fubfided, and the digeflion of the
wound taken place, the limb may be co-
vered with the ceratum faponaceum, fpread
on linen, leaving an aperture for the wound,
which fhould then be drefled everyday with
a pledget of fome foft digeftive, and the
whole fecured with the foliated or many-
tailed flannet bandage. To keep the ban-
dage clean, and prevent the neceflity of
changing it, a piece of oil-cloth fhould be
placed betwist it and the dreflings, and
the pledget over the wound may be cover-
ed likewife with a bolfter of tow, or linen,

to abforb the difcharge.

I uave before obferved, that placing
the limb upen its cutward furface * is, in
general,

* | once faw a very remarkable inffance of the ufeful-
gefs of the relaxed pofition in a compound fracture,
where, after the reduftion of the bones, the leg at firft
was laid ftraight. The furgeon concerned was furprifed,
when he removed the dreflings, to perceive the fuperior

porticn of the bone protruded through the wound, in as
great
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general, the belt way of difpofing it; as,
in that cafe, the greater part of the muf
cles {urrounding the fraGured bones are,

as much as they can be, relaxed: but I
have found fome ihconvenience from it.

Ir the fracture happens in the fuperior
part of the leg, near thé knee-joint, and
the leg is much infle@ed, the reCtus, cru-
reus, the vaftus externus, and interhus
mufcles 2a& fo ftrongly upon the patella
and its ligament, that the fuperior frag-
ment of the tibia connefed with them
will every day be found difplaced, efpe-
cially if fplints are ufed, which are calcu-
lated to fecure the g only. To obviate
this inconvenience, there muft either be a
change of pofition in the limb, or (which
is better) the parts may be conveniently
fecured by particular {plints, which fhall
be defcribed hereafter.

great a degree as at firft.  In the courfe of ten days it was
reduced feveral times, and as often found difplaced, un=
til it was propofed to lay the limb wpon its exterior fur-
face, in the relaxed pofition, This. change of pofture
enly, without any extenfion, reduced the bone, and the
cure was accomplifhed without any furcher difficulty, or
fubfequent difplacement.

Pa | Ir
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Ir the thigh is fractured, and placed upon
its outward furface, if particular attention is
not given that the patient inclines his body,
and refts upon the hip of the fame fide,
when he gets up, a very confiderable defor-
mity will be experienced, and his foot and
toes be turned outward. Let the fracture
be what it may, if the limb is placed on its
outfide, no pillows fhould be ufed ; and,
as a plain furface muft prove of advantage,
the patient {hould lie upon a mattrefs.

For more minute direions refpeing
the management of fraCtures, whether
fimple or compound, I refer the reader to
Mr. Pott’s * treatife, which (thofe parts
only excepted from which I have taken the
liberty to diflent) is by much the beft I
have {een upon the fubjet.

Havinc now defcribed the method of
treating compound fractures, which ap-
pears to me the moft eligible, I fhall {ub-
join a few hiftories, wherein its applica-
tion to particular cafes will be proved to
have been attended with fuccefs.

* Remarks on Fractures and Diflocations.

An
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An ACCOUNT of the CURE of
a COMPOUND FRACTURE
of the LEG, where, from the injury
the parts received, amputation had been
judged expedient.

213

I WAS fent for to Hawkefbury, to af- Case

it Meflieurs Bmdley, Barber, aﬂd{;.ff?;xg?s

Welton, furgeons, in the amputation of a
leg. The patient was a young man, of a
robuft and healthy habit of body. On
the preceding day, by the breaking of a
rope, he had the misfortune to fall from
the height of fixty feet, to the bottom of
a coal-pit. = From this accident the lower
jaw was fraCtured, and general marks of
contufion were vifible in his face and
head. The fibula of the righs ler:r was
fractured, and the tibia having been farccd
from its perpendicular bearmg on the af-
tragalus, was diflocated. The /7 leg
was literally fhattered to pieces; the limb
appeared half a foot thorter than the
other, and there was a very large lacerated
wound, through which the fuperior por-

P 3 | tion
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tion of the tibia protruded. Under this
there were feveral portions of the bone,
feparated from the main body, and fome
of them, by their points, had been driven
into the mulcles. The tibialis anticus
mulcle was tran{verfely torn, quite through
its whale fubftance. |

Upron the whole, the circumftances of
the cale appearea {0 terrible to the gentle-
men concerned, that the neceffary appara-
tus for amputation was provided. 1 ob-
jected to the operation for many reafons ;
but the argument which appeared to have
moft weight with them was, that the pa-
tient, from the effccts of fuch complicated
milchief, would probably die, and thereby
bring difgrace at leaft upon the operation,
if not-upon the perfons concerned,

TwueE irregular portion of the tibia, which
projected, was fawn off; the intervening
loofe fragments were extracted ; the wound
was dreffed with dry lint, und the limb
placed in as eafy a pofition as the circum-
ftances of the cafe would admit. The

pulfe
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was kept down by bleeding; the intefti-
nal canal was opened by lenient cathar-
tics; and a ftri¢t antiphlogiftic plan pur-
{ued during the exiflence of inflammatory
{fymptoms. By the ufe of the bark, when
~ they were removed, by abftaining from
all warm emollient and relaxing applica-
tions, and by the diligent attendance of

Mr. Bindley, the patient not only reco- -

vered his health, but the ufe of his limb
(which otherwife might have been facri~
ficed to the fuppofed neceffity of amputa-
tion) was preferved.

In this cafe, although four inches of the
whole fubftance of the tibia were removed,
yet the limb became more ferviceable than
the other. I faw the patient the fummer
after the accident, and at that time he was
ufing the cold-bath at Newnham, on ac-
count of a weaknefs which had continued
from the diflocation of the right ancle,

21§
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A COMPOUND FRACTURE
of the LE G, fuppofed to require am-
putation from a violent hemorrhage.

Mu:ldlc-aged man, riding on the fuli

gallop, and turning the corner of the
road - betwixt Lutterworth and Market-
harborough, came againft the pole of 2
carriage. with fuch impetuofity, that he
was thrown to the ground. By the vio-
lence of the fail his leg was fractured, and
the fuperior portion of the tibia forcibly
puthed - through his boot into the road.
A large difcharge of blood immediately en-
fued, and the man was conveyed to Lut-
terworth, and placed under the care of Mr.
Jervis. - Appearances were {0 unfavourahle
on the third day after the accident (the he-
morrhage ftill continuing) that Mr. Jervis
apprehended the amputation of the limb

~ would have aftorded the beft chance of

rccovery.

At this period I found the patient much
reduced ; the wound was plugged up with
coagulablf:



inNn SURGERY.

coagulable lymph, through which, how-
ever, the blood ftill found its way copiouf-
ly; and there was fo great an extravafation
betwixt the fkin and the mufcles, as to
render the whole limb very confiderably
tumefied. . .

- In confultation it was agreed that the
leg thould be covered with cloths, well fa-
turated with a folution of crude fal ar-
moniac in vinegar, applied co/d; that he
{hould take the Peruvian bark, joined with
nitre; and an anodyne be adminiftered in
the evening. From the time the cold and

aftringent application was made, the haz-

morrhage ceafed; the extravafated blood
was by degrees abforbed; the tenfion
abated ; and all the bad fymptoms dimi-
nithed. The patient afterward not only
enjoyed perfect health, but the ufe of the
fraCtured limb was happily reftored.

21y
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A'COMPOUND FRACTURE
of the L E G, attended with very
alarming appearances.

Ch;:r:hfl-l- R. W , of Aftley, in the county

I?Fﬁ.gj '+ of Warwick, by the fall of a cow on

the outfide of his left leg, had both the

bones fraCtured near the middle; and

through a finall wound, about half an

ifth fromthe internal edge of the tibia,

a large {tream of blood proceeded. Four {

hours after the accident happened, I found

that a coagulum of blood had ftopped up

the external weund, and the divided veflel

had bled internally to fuch a degree, that

the leg was diftended to a moft enormous

iize.  The fkin was every where removed

from the mufcles, by the vaft quantity of

blood which had infinuated itfelf into the
cellular membrane.

Tue preflure the parts fuftained pre-
vented him from having any degree of
pain; and he complained only of a numb-
nefs of the foot, which appeared of a dark

purple
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purple colour. A furgeon, who had been
fent for from Nuneaton, had bled the pa-
tient before my arrival. The curative in=
tentions appeared to be, to promote the
abforption of the blood already extrava-
fated, and at the fame time to prevent the
wounded veflel from pouring out any
more. With a view to anfwer thefe pur-
poles, the parts were fomented cold, with
the extra® of lead diluted in vinegar; thé
+ leg was placed upon its:e::-;'terinr furface,
in the relaxed pofition; and' Mr. Sharp's
fplints were employed to fecure the fitua-
tion of the extremities of the fra@Gured
bones. A folution of {al Glauberi in wa-
ter was given, and repeated at proper in-
tervals, to procure ftools. :

ON the enfuing day the tenfion was
much diminithed, but the leg was co-
vered with vefications. Some of ‘them
contained lymph only, while others had a
bloody fluid, which appeared tohave tran-
fuded through the cutis : the blifters were
all cut.  The patient having fome degree
of fever, was ordered to take a faline

draught

219
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draught every four hours; and the ceratum
faponaceum, fpread on linen, was applied
to the whole furface of the leg.

On the fifth day the limb was much
reduced in its fize, but the fkin where the
blifters had been affumed a dark purple
colour. At this time we entertained hopes
that all danger from frefh hemorrhage was
over; and therefore ventured to foment
the limb with the common fomentation
warm *, to three quarts of which was
added an ounce of crude fal armoniac, dif-
folved in diftilled vinegar, The ceratum
fapnnaceum was re-applied after the fo-
mentation, and the faline dmughts were
continued, to cach of whlch was added a
{cruple of the puwder of bark,

o On the feventh day appearénces, in ge-
neral, were favourable; and although the
fkin of the frattured limb f{ill ‘had a fuf-

% Tn extravafation of blood, after the ufe of cold ap;
plications, and when the procefs of abforption hath ap-
peared to have 'been fufpended, I have fometimes 'uled
warm ones with advantage. - -
picious
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' picions, afped, yet there was an equable
warmth throughout the whole, and the
tenfion was greatly diminithed. At a cer-

tain hour every day a fever arofe, which

we imputed to the abforption of extra-

vafated blood.

Ox the tenth day, whilft we were ufing
the warm fomentation, there happened a
confiderable hemorrhage from the wound ;
we therefore fubftituted co/d for warm ap-
plications ; on the next day he bled again,
but not in fo large a quantity. Thirty
drops of elixir vitrioli were then added to
each dofe of the cortex, and he took fre-
quently a tea-cupfull of the tinGura rofa-
ram. On the twelfth day there was a
large fanious difcharge from the wound,
which continued the fpace of a week. It
decreafed afterward; and the matter was
prevented from lodging in the interftices
of the mufcles, by the application of pro-
per comprefles. The bark was continued
until all appearance of danger was over:
the patient gradually recovered a good ftate
of health, and the ufe of the fraGured limb.

A
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ACOMPOUND FRACTURE
' qf the FORE-ARM, combined
with a diflocation of the os humeri.

Case XLIL HE fervant of Welth, Efg; of
Jan.15,1779. Dublin, galloping after his mafter’s
carriage, was thrown from his horfe, upon
the London road, two miles from this
city, with fuch violence, that part of the
bones of the fore-arm was forced through
the fleeve of his coat and furtout. He was
breught to this town, and put under the

care of Mr. Harrold and myfclf.

- THE os humeri was diflocated, and the
head of the bone perceived to lie in the
axilla. The fraGure of the radius and ul-
na was attended with comiminution, and
there were two wounds of the fkin,
through one of which a portion of the ex-
tenfor carpi ulnaris mufcle was protruded,
in a lacerated ftate. The inferior wound
was fituated near the part where the fupe-
rior edge of the pronator quadratus is in-
{erted into the ulna.

Tue
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THe diflocation was reduced by bend-
ing the fore-arm, and applying the ex-
tending force to the os humeri only. The
arm, after being well fomented with the
faturnine water of Goulard cold, wids
wrapped up in cloths wetted with ‘the
fame, and particular direGions were given
to keep them in a moift ftate, by pouring
fome of the lotion upon them frequently.
Before the ufe of this, the patient’s arm
was in great pain, and {welling and inflam-
mation were coming on; it was very pleaf-
ing to fee the good effe@s of the cold af-
tringent application. By means of this,
and an opiate in the evening, the patient
flept feveral hours in the night, and the
next morning complained of very little
pain.

Tue {welling was inconfiderable, and
the {kin of the arm very little difcoloured :
an opening medicine was ordered in the
morning, and an anodyne in the evening.
The fame external application was con-
tinued ; and a pledget fpread with common
digeftive ointment applied to the wounds.

Although

223
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_Although the opiate was by miftake omit-

ted, the patient flept very well in the courle
of this night, and on the fucceeding day
he had neither pain, fever, or indeed any
particular complaint.

Tue lotion was applied conftantly the
firt week, during which time all thofe
fymptoms which are faid to attend com-
pound fractures were prevented, and the
wound digefted well.  On the eighth day,
when all inflammatory danger was appre-
hended to be over, the cerat. faponac. was
applied to the arm, and the fituation of

the fractured bones fecured by the foliated

flannel bandage and fplints. At the expi-
ration of fourteen days both the wounds
were healed ; and at the end of a month
the patient was thought fufficiently reco=
vered to undertake a journey to Ireland.

In this cafe, twelve quarts of the fatur-
nine lotion were employed the firft week.

An



i SYVRGERY. 22§

An ACCOUNT of a COMPOUND
DISLOCATION of the ELBOW-
JOINT.

[OSEPH TYSAL, playing at leap- Cass

frog, fell violently upon the palm of gem o
g olently upon the palm of sepr.q;1773.

the right-hand, by which accident the

elbow-joint was diflocated. Examining

the fituation of the parts foon after the oc-

currence, I perceived the olecranon diflo-

cated backward and upwatd, behind the os

humeri. There was a tranfverfe wound,

more than two inches in length, on the

infide of the arm, through which the 7-

ternal condyle, and part of the articulating

furface of the os bumeri, were protruded.

‘The capfiilar ligament of the joint was la-

cerated, which; together with the tendon

of the biceps mufele; appeated externally

through the lips of the wound.

Having placed an affiftant; with his
hands croffing upon the fuperior part of
the arm, to preferve a proper refiftance; I
ordered another to make a gradual exten-

Q fion



226

CASES ano REMARKS

fion at the inferior part of the fore-arm.
When I thought a fuflicient force had been
ufed in this direcion, I {fuddenly bent the
fore-arm inward and toward the breaft,

and the diflocated bones were immediately
reduced.

From the injury the parts had fuftain-
ed; from the laceration of the capfular li-
gament; from the protrufion of part of
the articulating furface of the joint, and
its expofure to'the air: I apprehended
that an anchylofis muft have been the
moft favourable termination of the cafe.
Upon the fuppofition, therefore, that this
event would happen, and to prevent the
patient’s arm being totally ufelefs to him in
his employment as a weaver, after having
drefled the wound fuperficially with dry
lint and fticking-plaifter, I bent the fore-
arm, and placed it in a pofition in which
it defcribed a right angle with the os hu-
meri, To guard againft an inflammation,
and confequent {uppuration in the joint,
the patient was bled, ordered opening me-
dicines, and an opiate at bed-time; the
| 4 arm
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- arm was covered with cloths {oaked in a

folution of crude fal armoniac in vinegar,
told. By thefe means he fuffered as little,
and was equally exempt from pain, as if the
cafe had been a fimple diflocation. The
external wound healed by (what furgeons
call) the firft intention, and the expected
anchylofis did not take place.

ALTHOUGH there was, for fome time;
a confiderable interruption to the perfect
flexure of the joint, yet in the courfe of
twelve months the boy could work at the
loom, and the injured arm was nearly as
ferviceable as the other.

I taTELY made an enquiry concerning
this patient, and was informed that he re-
covered the perfe@ ufe of the diflocated
arm, and was then ferving in the king’s
~drmy in North America,

227
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AFRACTURE *of the LEG, in
which the epiphyfis was feparated from
the tibia. ‘

Cask A Surgeon of the army, met with the
M;;{ilﬂ:?& above accident by a fall from his
horfe, in the park contigucus to this
town. Before I {aw him the cafe was
fuppofed to have been a Iuxation, as
there was a confiderable external projec-
tion of the bones of the leg, juft beneath
the knee joint, probably occafioned by his
attempting to walk after he had received
the injury. The parts were in great pain,
and the irritation excited a confiderable de-

gree of fever. |

By a flight preflure on the outfide of.
the leg, the fraltured tibia was reduced;
the parts were covered with the ceratum
faponaceum, {uftained by a foltated flannel

* Boerhaave has improperly arranged this cafe in the
clafs of luxations, Aphorifm CCCLX. ZEgineta has
well defined a luxation : “¢ Elapfus articuli ex proprio
¢¢ cavo in alienum, 4 quo motas arbitrarius impeditur.”
Lib. VI. Cap,. lIlI. pag. 101.

“ bandage,
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bandage, moderately tight; the leg was
placed upon its outfide, and a /itzle inflected
only, that the ligament of the patella
might not be too much upon the ftretch.
A ftri& antiphlogiftic regimen was re-
commended, and an opiate given in the
evening. The pain of the knee was {o
intenfe during the night, that the anodyne
produced no effe. In the morning of
the sth the fever increafed, and the leg,
from the knee to the ancle, was ex-
tremely tenfe, painful, and difcovered a
great difpofition to inflammation. The
fkin was ftained with extravafated fiuids,
of various fhades, from a brown yellow,
to a livid complexion,

In this difagreeable fituation of things,
fourteen ounces of blood were taken from
the arm, an ounce of Rochelle falt was
given foon afterward, and, when it began
to operate, a faline draught with nitre was
repeated every three hours: thirty-five
drops of laudanum were given at night.
The tight integuments then fufficiently
fuftaining the fractured bone, the flannel

Q3 appa-
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apparatus was difufed. The parts were
conﬂant]y bathed the whole day, fome-
times with the vegeto-mineral water of
Goulard, and fometimes with a difcutient
and anodyne fomentation, compofed of a
decoction of poppy-heads, to which was
added fome crude fal armoniac diffolved in -
vinegar. At night the ceratum fapona-
ceum was again apphed

Tue {ymptoms were much in the fame

ftate, with a little variation in the colour of
the fkin, which was then become darker.

The fame plan was purfued, his bnwels
were very well opemed by the Rochelle
falt, and the quantity of thebaic tinure
in the pight draught was increafed in pro-
portion 4o the degree of pain.

TrE febrile fvmptoms were almoft
gone, and the tenfion of the leg very much
reduced.

He continued to mend; but, notwith-
ftanding the opiate was not omitted in the
evening, he had but little reft, on account

4
G
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of the collifion of the fraGtured bone.
There was a neceflity, therefore, of ap-
plying fome apparatus that would fecure
the fituation of the tibia, and at the fame
time prevent any motion in the knee-joint.
Thefe purpofes were extremely well an-
{wered by a particular kind of fplints, con-
trived by Mr. William Sharp, for a fimilar
cafe *,

From this time there happened no par-
ticular circumftance worth relating: the
patient by degrees recovered the ufe of his
leg ; but there was, for fome time, a con-

fiderable ftiffnefs in the knee-joint.

* See Plate II.
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Of the METHOD of CURING
the BRONCHOCELE.

"\HE bronchocele is a preternatural

- enlargement of the thyroid gland.

: It does not appear that the ancients

had any precile ideas of the nature of this

difeafe, and of courfe the methods they

have propofed for its cure, muft have been
equally vague and uncertain.

CerLsus * confounds with the bron-
chocele, that fpecies of encyfted tumour
® ¢ At in cervice, inter cutem & afperam arteriam,
““ tumor increfcit (Boryoxmnm Graci vocant) quo, modo

4 caro hebes, modo humor aliquis, mellj aquzve fimilis,
* includitur.”  Celfus, de Medic, Lib. VII, Cap. 13.

. 447.
P called
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called by furgeons meliceris, and recom-
mends the application of a cauftic for its
cure; but adds, the method by excifion is

_more expeditious.

Arpucasts feems to have embraced the
{ame error, but is more cautious of the
knife, and relates a cafe, where an 1gno-
rant operator, in attempting the excifion
of a bronchocele, divided the large veffels
of the neck, and killed the patient.

PavuLus AciNneTa * defcribes two
{pecies of btonchocele, one of which, he
fays, is occafioned by fat, and the other,
aneurifmatic : for the relief of the firft
kind he advifes the ufe of the knife.

Wiseman and Freind 4 have con-
founded this difeafe with the {crophula;
the latter exprefly declaring, that when
the difeafe occupied the zhyroid gland, it
is not properly a bronchocele, but a {tru-
ma lolli. Wifeman,. on the other hand,

* Paul, ginet. de Afperaz Arte'ri:.-; Tumore, qui
Bronchacele dicitar.

+ Hiftory of Phyfic, _
deno-
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denominates a tumour Aronchocele, which
was evidently {trumous, occupying part of
the check, and extending round the root
of the ear *,

THE moderns have not defcribed this
difeafe with the precifion that might, in
the prefent improved ftate of furgery, have
been expected. Heifter, and others who
have copied from him, have fallen into
the error of Wifeman and Freind, and
have confounded the bronchocele with
{crophulous fwellings, fituated in the la-
teral and anterior parts of the neck.

THERE cannot, certainly, be a more
defirable thing in the purfuit of medical
or chirurgical knowledge, than to afcertain
with all poflible exa&nefs the real nature
of difeafes; to diftinguith them from each
other with certainty; and to reduce the
method of treating them to as great a de-
gree of fimplicity as may be. I can re-
colle&t but a few inftances in which the
bronchocele was accompanied with other

* Chirurg. Treatifes, fol. Edit. p. 279.
{crophulous
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{crophulous appearances. It is true, the
fcrophala has a great tendency to fix upon
glands; but the thyroid gland differs in
its firu&ure as much from thofe that are
affected by the fcrophula, as the liver does
from the kidneys; and there is juft as
much reafon to think a man mu/? have the

jaundice, becaufe he has a nephritis, as to

fuppofe the bronchocele muft be ftrumous,
becaule its feat is in the thyroid gland, and
becaufe glands are found to be difeafed in
the fcrophula.

Tue fcrophulous virus is generally dif-
covered to have produced its effe@s in the
road of abforption, and its fear, of confe-
quence, is moftly in the lymphatic glands.
The lymphatic {yltem, by the induftry of
modern anatomifts, is now very well de-
fined; by filling the tubes with quickfil-
ver they are difcoverable to the eye, and
the lymphatic glands have been clearly de-
monftrated. The thyroid gland differs ef-
fentially in its ftructure from the lympha-
tics. The large proportion of artereal blood

which



A'PPENDI X,

which this gland hath, renders it probable
that 1t {ecretes fome fluid, but its excretory
ducts (if there are any) have never yet
been difcovered ; and until the ufe of this
part 1s better underftood, the caufe of the
bronchocele may remain unknown.

Vartous conjelures, indeed, the ap-
parent refult of whim and caprice, have
been formed concerning the caufe of this
difeafe. Thus the air and waters of a
country, the drinking of very cold water,
or that in which fnow hath been diffolved,
ftraining, or lifting great weights, have
been, with great confidence, pronounced
the caufe of the bronchocele. Lifting
weights muft be the common lot of the
inferior clafs of mankind in every country;
and it is difficult to fay why the Laplan-
der, who drinks nothing but fnow-water
the greateft part of the year, fhould not
be equally fubject to the complaint as the
inhabitants of the Alps and mountains of
Tyrol, where the bronchocele is (0 com-
mon, that it is efteemed a perfonal advan-

) Ve tape,
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tage *.  Science in this country being riow
divefted of theoretic chimeras, will not be
fatisfied with fuch futile attempts to ex-
plain the caufes of difeafes, but expects
them to be better fupported by truth and
demonfiration.

Monsieur Girarp, phyfician in or-
dinary to the king of France, mentions a
fpecies of bronchocele, which muft have
been very uncommon. Itis, he fays, oc-
cafioned by a portion of the internal mem-
brane of the trachea being protruded be-
twixt two of the cartilaginous rings of the
windpipe, and forming a tumour in the

* ¢ ]l y a des villages entiers ou perfonne n’en eft ex.
“ empt. On a dit que c’ctoit une queftion dans le pays,
‘¢ de favoir fi c’eft un défaut d’en avoir ol de n'en avoir
* point, & dans le Tirol en effet; on prétend que celd
¢ pafle pour ornement: Dans les lieux ol tout le monde
“ en a, les hommes & les femmes difputent entr’ eux de
¢ beauté, fuivant la difpofition plus ou moins réguliere
¢ & avantageufe du Goitre qu’ils portent. Les Tiro-
¢ liens traitent de Cols de Grue ceux de leurs voifins, de
““ méme que les étrangers qui n'ont point de Goitre.
¢ Unr Anglois, voyageant dans ces contrées attira tous les
¢ regards par fa figure ; mais on trouvoit qu’il Ini man-
¢ quoit un grand agrément: l¢ elle homme, difoit on,
“ %l avoit an goitre.”” Girard, Traite des Loapes, p.

anteriof
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anterior part of the neck, foft, not difco-
loured, and without pain.

THERE is no doubt but the inhabitants
of mountainous countries are more {ubje&
to the bronchocele than others; but there
are exceptions to this general obfervation,
In fome parts of France the bronchocele
(le goitre) is endemic, particularly in
Dauphiné and the Gévaudan. In the Gé-
vaudan there are two little towns, at no
great diftance from each other, one of
- them is called St. Chely, and the other
Malzieu. Malzieu is fituated in a valley,
furrounded by high mountains, and in this
town moft of the people have fwelled
necks ; whereas at St Chely, which
ftands in a high fituation, the goitre is
unknown *, :

THE bronchocele is to be met with at
Paris and its environs, and there (as I be-
lieve at all other places) 'women are more
fubjet to it than men; and Monfieur Gi-
rard having obferved in France, as well

* Girard, du goitre.
a§
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as {fome other countries, that the greater
number of women who have the bron-
chocele are married, is induced to think
the caufe may be ‘explained from circum-
ftances which take place in parturition.
Admltnng this to be a fa&, he has ex~
plained it in a very ingenious manner *.
But the women of St. Chely muft be fup-=
pofed to have the fame difficulties in bring-
ing forth their children as at Paris, and
other places, and yet the bronchocele is

® « C’eft toujours aprés une grande infpiration que
s¢ les femmes en couche font les plus grands efforts. Les
¢ poumons, remplis d’air, fouffrent une grande compref-

~ <¢ fion, ainfi que le diaphragme. Les mufcles du larynx

*¢ {e contra&tent pour empécher la fortie de 1’air, dont la
s« préfence eft de la plus grande efiicacité, pour que l¢s
¢ mufcles du bas-ventre exercent une puiffance propor-
¢ tionnée i la refiftance qu’ils ont 2 vaincre; & il eft
¢ yraifemblable que leur adtion I’emporte de beaucoup
s¢ fur celle de la matrice pour Pexpulfion de Penfant.
s¢ C’eft donc avec raifon que les femmes, dans cet étar,
<« retiennent le plus qu’clles peuvent leurs cris, pour fa-

- +¢ yorifer cette action. Il en réfulte, d’un autre cGté,

¢¢ que I’air, chaffé avec violence, mais arrété avec fa
« méme force par le retreciffement de la glotte & du
¢ gofier, gonfle & diftend d’une part la trachée-artere,
¢ de méme que les bronches, & de Pautre intercepte la
s¢ circulation du fang dans les parties voifines, le p=ug
« méme faire extravafer dans le tiffu celulaire,”

unknown
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unknown there ; and indeed the fa&, as
far as ¥ know, is, there are as many un-
married women who have this difeafe, as
of thofe who have experienced the pains
of laboeur.

Tue bronchocele is common in many
patts of England, particularly in Derby-
fhire ; hence it is fometimes called the
Derby neck. It is alfo very prevalent. in
fome diftricts of Germany, the moun-
tainous parts of Swifferland, at Turin, and
. the country adjacent the! Po and - the
Doria.

I save before obferved, that the an-
cients had no certain ideas of the nature of
the bronchocele, and therefore could not
be fuppofed to recommend any method of
curing it, which would bear the examina-
tion of rational enquiry. Celfus having
confounded the bronchocele with a com=
mon encyfted tumour, and advifed the ufe
of the knife for its cure, appears to have
led others into the fame miflake.

R THE
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THE extirpation of the bronchocele by
the knife, hath been attempted by Aqua-
pendente, and recommended by Dionis.
And we read in Palfin *, thata young la-
dy of diftincion having had a broncho-
cele extirpated, died under the operation.
Mr. Gooch 4 tells us, ¢ that he was
‘¢ once prevailed upon to be prefent at the
‘“ extirpation of a bronchocele. 'The Sur-
““ geon was an intrepid operator, but be-
* fore he had half finithed the bufinefs,
¢ there was fuch an effufion of blood, as
“ obliged him to defift, and turn hi%
‘¢ whole attention to reftraining the hz-
¢ morrhage ; or, in the opinion of all pre-
¢¢ fent, the patient would have funk and
¢ died under his hands. She died in lefs.
¢ than a week, and I was informed that
¢ the blood was never totally ftopped.
“ In another Cafe, where the operation
¢« was performed againft my opinion, by
““ one of the moft dextrous operators in
* London, a fatal hemorrhage was very
“ near taking place. The young lady’s

® Palfin Apatom. Tom. II. p. 313.
+.Gooch’s Med. & Chirarg. Obf. p. £36. ;
. <« life
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life was preferved, only by having a {ucs
¢ ceflion of perfons to keep a conftant
« preflute upon the bleeding vellels day
and night for near a week; with their
¢ fingers upoﬁ proper cnmpreﬂ'ﬁs, after
“ the operator had been repeatedly difap-
“ pointed in the ufe of the ncedle and
“ ligature.”

-y

&

L]

Wien we refle upon the fituation of

the thyroid * gland, and confider 1ts nu-
merous arteties, which increafe in diames
ter in proportion to the enlargement of the
part, we fhall not be furprifed at the diffi-
culties, that muft attend its extirpation in
a difeafed ftate, and the danger there ever
inuft be, of incurting a fatal hemorrhage,

* < Les parties que cette humenr affeQe, font entre-
¢« Jacées d’dne quantité immenfe de vaiffeaux fanguins.
éc I ’ouverture, principalement de I’artere laryngée {upe-
é¢ rieure, premiere branche de la carotide externe (artere
¢ fort groffe, & proportion du petit volame de la glande
4t thyroide, 2 la quelle elle va fe rendre,) jetteroit dans
4 un péril éminent de mozt, vu qw’il eft ici tres—diflicile
¢ de lier les vaifleaux, ou de faire de fortes compreflions
¢ pour appuyer I'action de I'agaric ou d’un cauftique.”
Girard da Goitre, p. 433.

R 2 SoME
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SoMmE obfervations have been communi-
cated to the Royal Academy of Surgery at
Paris, of the radical cure of the broncho-
cele having been obtained, by making an
incifion on each fide the tumour, and then,
by the introduction of a feton, to promote
an internal fuppuration. In particolar
cafes, where an external opening hath been
made, Monf. Louis, a Surgeon of the firft
eminence at Paris, afirms, that, if there
is no reafon (6n account of a fcirrhous
hardnefs) to fuppofe the tumour will de-
generate into a cancer, he attacks the com-
plaint with the cauftic {tone; and when
the efchar feparates, by reiterated applica-
tions of the cauftic, he pufthes on into the
centre of the gland. This procefs not
only, he fays, occafions a deftruction of
the fubftance of the part, but, thar after-
wards, proper external refolvent applica-
tions may be applied with advantage,
which before the opening of the tumourt,
may have been ufed without the leaft bene~
fit. Monf. Louis farther obferves, thatin
fome of thefe cafes, wonders may be done
with butter of antimony, ufed with dif-

cretion.
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cretion.  From the fitvation and ftructure
of the thyroid gland, there can be little
reafon to imagine, that any topical appli-
cation can be of ufe in the bronchocele.
Whatever is thus applied, is abforbed by
the bibulous orifices of the lymphatics,
which open upon the furface of the fkin,
and is either carried on with the lymph
into the common courfe of circulation, or
arrefted by the next lymphatic gland.
Monf{, Girard * acquaints us, that he has
fometimes feen an incipient bronchocele
difperfed by gentle and long continued
friction upon the part; and advifes its ufe,
whenever an internal procefs is entered
upon for a cure, which he thinks muft be
taken from the clafs of medicines that
operate upon the urinary paflages. He
defends this opinion by analogical reafon-
ing, and partly by two or three uncommon
cafes that he has met with. One of thefe
1s the cafe of a poor woman, who had a
- bronchocele for fome time, of which fhe
was cured by a digbetes.

* Girard des Loupes, p. 429.
R 3 From
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‘ From the whole, we may be allowed
to deduce the following corollaries,

1ft, That an attempt to extirpate the
bronchocele with the knife, can never
be made without hazarding the pati-
ent’s life : |

2dly, That there can be but fmall hopes

" of a cure from topical application :
and,

3dly, That the refolution of the tamour
can only be expected by internal me-
dicines. '

Mons. DaPEyYRON, a phyfician in Au.
vergne, has had great fuccefs in the treat-
ment of the bronchocele, from the diflol-
vent and diuretic effe@s of the powder of
calcined egg-fhells. Three cafes upon this
{ubje&, were read with applaufe in the
Royal Academy of Sciences at Montpelier,
the 12th of January 1769 ; and they have
been fince inferted in the Journal de Mé-..
decine *, of the month of March i770.

® Vid. Journal de Médecize du mois de Mars 1770.
He
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He prepares his patients for fome days
with mutton broth, in which the roots of
madder have been boiled ; then he gives a
purge, after which he begins with the al-
caline powder. 'Two feroples or a drachm
of it, is mixed with three large f{poonfuls
of old red Port wine, and given every
night and morning. By thefe means, -the
tumours difappeared in lefs than forty days.

UroN another occafion, Monf. Dapey-
ron has aflerted, that fifteen or twenty
dofes of a drachm each, of the powder of
calcined egg-fhells, are fufficient for the
radical cure of the bronchocele. How far
this method will fucceed in fimilar cafes,
muft be left to future experience to de-
termine.

A SurGEoN of reputation, who ferved .

in the army of the EleQor of Bavaria in
the war before the laft, had a remedy, by
which he is faid to have cured the bron-
chocele in the fpace of twelve days, The
recipe is as follows :

R 4 Take
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Take—Sulphur one ounce.
Spunge, one drachm and a half.
Bits of new cloth of different
colours, two handfuls.

The whole is to be put into 2 new and
varnifhed earthen pot, and after being co~
vered and luted, it is to be placed in an
oven. '

WHEN the contents are calcined, they
are to be powdered, and pafled through a
fieve. The powder is to be divided into
twelve parts; fix of thefe are to be re-
ferved for internal ufe, and the other parts
are to be mixed with a poultice of bread
and milk, and applied to the tumour.
Mr. Proffer * alfo relates, that the bron-
chocele may be cured by the exhibition of
a medicine twice a day, compofed of mille-
pedes, burnt fpunge, and cinnabar of an-
timony. The patient is to be purged at
intervals, with mercurial cathartic pilis.

I MmicuT enumerate {ome other me-
thods, that have, at various times, been

* Treatife on thq Bronchocele.

put
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put in practice for the cure of this trouble-
fome difeafe ; but as none of them have.

preferved any degree of reputation, their
infertion would take up the Reader’s time
to no purpofe. Indeed, it muft be af-
cribed to the total inefficacy of moft of the
remedies recommended for the cure of the
thick neck, that many eminent Surgeons,
with Mr. Gooch, have confefled, in their
attempits to refolve thefe {wellings, they
have generally been defeated *,

THE molt celebrated remedy for the
cure of the bronchocele, is that which
for many years hath been fold at Co-
ventry, and hitherto confined to the know-

ledge of a few perfons. The hiftory of
it is as follows.

IT is now a confiderable time fince Dr.
Bate lived at Coventry, and pratifed as a
phyfician. He had a daughter, who mar-
ried a Mr. Keeling, an apothecary of the
town : after Mifs Bate was married to

Mr. Keeling, fhe was afflited with a

* Gooch’s Med, & Chirurg. Obf. p. 138.
bron-
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bronchocele, and applied to her father for

his advice in the cafe, who gave her a pre-
fcription which perfected her cure.  After
this event, Mr. Keeling adminiftered the
fame medicines to other patients with fuch
fuccefs, as foon procured him no {fmall de-
gree of reputation. After his death, Mrs.
Keeling kept the medicine a fecret, but
prepared and fold it with fo much advan-

~ tage, that fhe is {aid to have gained more

than three thoufand pounds by it. Mrs.
Keeling has now been dead between twen-
ty and thirty years. Mr. Lucas, who
ferved his apprenticefhip with Mr. Keel-
ing, and prepared the medicine for him,
communicated the fecret to Mr. Brock-
hurft, who was likewife an apothecary at
Coventry, and from him the difcovery was
made to Dr. Jones, a phyfician at this
place, who has been dead about 16 years.
After the deceafe of Dr. Jones, the fecret
was divulged to two or three perfons. I
cannot abfolutely determine, which of the
two following receipts Dr. Bate gave his
daughter ; nor does it appear of great
confequence, becaufe, upon trial, they

have
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have both been found to fucceed equally
well, in the cure of the bronchocele.

Nums. L.

THE day after the moon hath been in
the full, the patient is to take a vomit,
On the fucceeding day a purge is to be ad-
miniftered. On the third night, going to
bed, one of the following bolufes is to be

placed in the mouth under the tongue,

and being fuffered to diffolve gradually, is
to be fwallowed. This bole is to be re-
peated the fix fucceeding nights,

R Calcined {punge *,
Cork calcined,
Pumice-ftoneburnt, of each 10 grains,

to be feparately powdered, and made into
a bole with fyrup, honey, or mucilage.

On each of the feven days the patient
takes the preceding bole, the following
powder is to be adminiftered in the fore-
noon, in any proper vehicle.

@ This was taken probably from Mufitanus.

K Flor.
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R Flor. cham. pulv.
Rad. gentian. pulv.
Sum. centaur. min. pulv. 2. gr. v. M.

On the eighth day the purge is to be re-
peated.  In the wane of the fucceeding
moon the fame procefs is to be entered into,
and repeated a third time, unlefs the dif-
cafe is cured before. The vomit is only
to be taken before the firft courfe of me-
dicines.

Nums. Il

& Spongie calcinat. 3fs,
Mellis q. f. pro bolo.,

The PREPARATION,

T1E the beft fpunge up hard with wet
packthread, and calcine it in a crucible.
Thefe boles are to be ufed as thofe of the
former receipt ; the bitter powders are to
be taken, and the fame dire®ions with re-
gard to evacuations, obferved in every re-
fpect as in Nuwms. 1.

A vERY eminent Surgeon, who hath
had many opportunities of feeing the good
effelts
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effects of both thefe preparations, affures
me, that either of them will fucceed with
more certainty, if the patient takes a voe

mit and purge during the sncreafe of the
moon.

SoME parts of thefe direGtions feem to
bear ‘the chara&er of empiricifm; but
where no harm can poflibly arife from,
nor any inconvenience follow their ufe,
1t is to be wifthed, that thofe who think
proper to give either of the preceding me-
thods a trial, will do it in the manner re-
commended.

It feems highly probable, that the
chief virtue of the bole confifts in the
calcined fpunge. It is at prefent a-dif-
pute amongft naturalifts, whether fpunge

Is a vegetable ; or whether, like the cor-

ralines, it is of animal origin. It yields upon

a chymical analyfis a larger quantity of vola- :

tile alcaline falt, than can be obtained from
any animal {ubftance, except the bags of the
filk-worm ; the caput mortuum icinerated,
yields alfo a large proportion of fixed falt,
Lok not
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fiot an alcaline one, like that of vegetd-
bles, but chiefly of the marine kind *.
Spunge is found in the fea adhering to
rocks, particularly in the Mediterranean,
and about the iflands of the Archipelago.

Tue calcined fpunge for either of our

preparations, is carefully powdered in a
lafs or marble mortar : if a brafs one is

ufed, the falts of fpunge attraét {o much
of the metal, as to acguire an emetic

prﬂperty.

Ir the bronchocele is not very large,
hard, or of long date; if the patient is 2
female, young, or not 'paft thirty, I be-
lieve it will frequently give way to the treat-
ment juft defcribed : but, if the tumour
hath been of long continuance ; if the pa-
tient is a man, or of cither fex paft the
meridian of life; I fear, thatin direct op-
pofition to the Coventry, or any other re-
ceipt, the bronchocele will ftill remain one
of the opprobria medicorum.

* Lewis’s Mater, Medic. p- 550+
An
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An ACCOUNT of a WOMAN,

- accidentally burnt to death at Coventry.
In a Letter to Mr. WirLrL1am SHARP.
From the Philofophical Tranfactions.

S1iR, - |
T HE following cafe, which has lately

engaged the attention of every one
in this part of the world, appears {o very
extraordinary, that I was determined to
give you a minute account of its circam-
ftances ; which will be the more agree-
able to you,.as you may depend upon the
truth of every thing I fhall relate to you
concerning it.

Mary Crues, of Gosford-ftreet in
this city, aged fifty-two years, had an in-
different character, and was much addiced
to drinking. Since the death of her huf-
band, which happened about a year and a
half fince, her propenfity to this vice jn-
¢reafed to fuch a degree, that, I have been
informed by feveral of her neighbours,
the has drank the quantity of four half
’ pints

4
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pints of rum, undiluted with any othet
liquor, inaday. This practice was fo fa-
miliar to her, that fcarce a day has pafled
_the{'e{‘l'aft twelve months, but fhe has {wal-
lowed from half a pint to a quart of rum
or anifeed-water. Her health gradually
declined, and, from being a jolly well-
looking woman, fhe grew thinner, her
complexion altered, and her {kin became
dry. About the beginning of February
laft, the was attacked with the jaundice,
and kept her bed. Although fhe was now
fo helplefs, as hardly to be able to do any
thing for herfelf, the continued her old cuf-
tom of dram-drinking, antl generally
fmoaked a pipe every night. No one lived
with her in the houfe. Her neighbours
yfﬁd in the day, frequently tocome in, to
fee after her ; and in the night commonly,
tho’ not always, a perfon fat up with her ;
to whom fhe hath often cried out, that {he
faw the devil in {qme part of the room,
who was come to take her away. Her
befl-room was next the flreet, on the
ground-floor, the walls of which were
plaiftered, and the floor made of bricks.
The
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The chimney was fmall, and there was &
grate in it, which, from its fize, could
contain but a very fmall quantity of fire:
Her bedftead ftood parallel to, and at the
diftanice of about three feet from the
chimney. The bed’s head wis clofe t6
the wall.  On the othier fide the bed, op-
pofite the chimney, was a window epen-
ing to the fticet. One curtain only be-
longed to the bed, which wus hung on
the fide next the windotv, to prevent the
light beirig troublefome. She was dc-
. cuftomed to lie upon Her fide, clofe to the
edge of the bedftead, next the fire ; and
on Sunddy morning, March the 1ft, tum-
bled upon the floor; where her helplefs
ftate obliged her to lie fome time, until
Mary Hollyer; her next neighbour, came
~ accidentally to fee her. With fome diffi-
culty fhe got her into bed. The fame
night, although the was advifed to it, fhe
refufed to have any one to fit up with her;
and, at half paft eleven, one Brooks, who
was ah occafional attendant, left her ag
well as ufual, locked up her door, and
went home. He had placed two bits of

5 coal
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coal quite backward upon the fire in the
grate ; and put a {mall ruth-light in a can-
dleftick, which was f{et in a chair near the
head of the bed, but not on the fide where
the curtain was. At half after five the
next morning, a {moak was obferved to
come out of the window in the ftreet;
and, upon breaking open thc door, fome
flames were perceived in the room, which,
with five or fix buckets of water, were
eafily extinguifbed. Betwixt the bed and
fire-place, lay the remains of Mrs. Clues.
The legs and one thigh were untouched.
Except thefe parts, there were not the
leaft remains of any fkin, muicles, or v/~
cera. 'The bones of the fkull, thorax,
fpine, and the upper extremities, were
completely calcined, and covered with a
whitith efHDrefcenc:e The fkull lay near
the head of the bed, the legs near the
bottom, and the {pine in a curved direc-
tion; fo that the appeared to have been
burnt on her right fide, with her back
next the grate. . The right femur was fe-
parated from the acerabulum of the -
chium 3 the left was allo feparated, and

broken
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broken off about three inches below the
great frochanter. 'The connetion of the
Jacrum with the offa innominata, and the
inferior vertebre of the loins was deftroy-
ed. The intervening ligaments kept the
vertebree of the loins, back, and neck to-
gether, and the fkull was ftill refting up-
on the atlas. When the flames were ex-
tinguithed, it appeared that very little da-
mage had been done to the furniture of
the room, and that the fide of the bed
next the fire had {fuffered moft. The bed-
ftead was fuperficially burnt, but the fea-
ther-bed, fheets, blankets, &c. were not
deftroyed. The curtain on the other fide
the bed was untouched, and a deal door
near the bed not in the leaft injured. I
was in the room about two hours after the
mifchief was difcovered, and obferved the
walls and every thing in the room were
coloured black : there was a difagreeable
vapour, but nothing was much burpt,
except Mrs, Clues, whofe remains I faw
in the ftate juft defcribed. I took away
one of the bones (the remains of the fa-
~crumj which you have inclofed with this

S 2 Letter.



Letter. The only way that I ean account fof
this phenomenon is, by fuppofing that the
again fell out of bed on Monday morning ;
that her linen was fet on fire, either by the
candle from the chair, or a coal falling frem
the grate ; that her folids and fluids had
been rendered inflammable, by the im-
menfe quantity of fpirituous liquors fhe
had drank ; and that the was probably foon
reduced to afhes, asthe room fuffered very

little.

THE E ND.















