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O render it plain to every capa-
T city, the following Differtation
has been freed, as much as poflible,
from Technical terms. As it is alfo an
uncuftoma:y thing for Phyficians of
this kingdom to perform the operation
of extracing the Catara&, I think it
neceflary to inform the Reader, that
it is by no means unufual among the
Phyficians of France ; and that parti-
cularly Mon{. PetiT, who is a Phyfi
cian of the greateft eminence at Paris,
is celebrated for his {kill in performing
this operation.
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On the GuTTA SER E NA.

A M convinced, from the anfwers I
I received from thofe I have cured of

the Gutta Serena, that it is often the
confequence of emiffion of blood from
the arm, the foot, the neck, and the

temporal arteries ; of iflues made by
B | cauftics
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cauftics on the coronal future ; the ap-~
plication of leeches to the temples ;
blifters behind the ears, upon the head,
the nape of the neck, and brifk purga-
tives ; of {etons, {carifying cupping-
glafics, iffues in the arm, and many
other means, which, befides torturing
the patients with excruciating pains,
generaily ruin their conftitutions, and
throw them into a perfe@ blindnefs,
What evils are not caufed by indi-
{criminate bleedings! Many and fatal
accidents have I had opportunities of
obferving to have been the effe@s of
this practice. But I may go farther,
and fay, that it muft neceffarily have
occurred to men of obfervation, that
evacuationts of blood are pernicious to
the fight, and that they are never made
ufe of without fubjecting the patients
to weaknefles and dazzlings of the eyes,

the
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the conicquence of a relaxation of the
fibres, and a change in the humours
of the organ ; in fa&, the fudden dif-
charge from the veffels deprives thefe
weak and delicate parts of the nourifth-
Ing juices waich are neceffary to fup=
port the humours of the eyes in that
ftate of fluidity, the leaft failure of
which would be fatal to their a&ion.
‘Thefe confequences are particularly
obvious in bleeding in the Gutta Serena.
In this diforder numberlefs are the de-
grees of decay caufed by repeated emif-
fions of blood.* What reproach there-
B 2 fore

* 1 muft confefs, however, that bleedings in fome
cafes are neceflary, when, for exampl=, the Gutta
Serena is the confequence of a fanguine apoplexy :
in this circumftance hlﬂedings thulf.i be ufed to dimi-
nith the too great quantity of blood, which caufes ob-
fructions in the veffels : but I muft remark too, that
the eafe received during the time of, or immediately

after, the bleeding, is not always of a long duration ;

and
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fore will not the pra&itioner have to
make to himfelf, in adopting a method

which certainly in the end eftablithes
and fortifies the diforder!

Every man of feeling muft be touched
by the fatal inftances caufed by this
conduct ; and every man of obfervation
muft be convinced, that what I have
advanced is not lefs confiftent with
truth, than that it is an obje@ impor-
tant in itfelf. But it may be faid in
an{wer to this, How is it pofiitle, with-

out

and that fometimes the patient relap{es into his former
ftate : this is becaufe the blood veflels have been too
much relaxed, and that their fpring, which is weak.
ened, has not {trengh enough to {uftain, for any length
of time, the motion of circulation. To remedy this
inconvenience, immediately after the evacuation of
blood, the vapour of a fpirituous and electrical fluid
fhould be applied to. the eyes, which ftrengthens
them, and puts them in a fituation to reaffume their
former vigour, |
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out the ordinary mcthod of evacuation,
to remove obftru@ions in the veffels, and
to quicken the circulation of ftagnant
humours ; as likewife what other me-
thod can be propofed to affuage the
violent head-achs ? To this I {fhall an-
fwer, that the intention of bleeding being
to give a {pring to, and excite to cir-
culation, blood which is become thick,
vifcous, or too abundant; why might not
one employ remedies which not only are
not inimical to the principle of life, but
whofe fuccefs is more {peedy and fure?
for of all the fanguinary veflels which
fpread themfelves over the human frame,
thofe of the eyes are the moft fufcep-
tible of impreflions caufcd by fteams
extra&ed from the juice of vegetables,
the effe& of which is to open the pores,
to penctrate and diflolve coagulations,
and force them again into the circulas

tion. The
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The more the optic' nerve and the
fmall veflils which furreund it, are de-~
prived of the nourithing juices, the
greater degree of infenfibility will thefe
nervous parts acquire ; which will end
in a Paral ylis of the Optic Nerve and
the Retina, the ordinary forerunner of
the perfe& Gutta Serena.

My principle therefore is, that in en-
deavouring to counter-a& fuch dange-
rous confequences, it is necefiary to at-
tend to and inveftigate the operations
of Nature with watchfulnefs and preci-
fion j and that, amonglt her wholefome
productions, there are few ills for which
remedies are not to be found ; and that
1t 18 our duty to avoid operations as
much as poflible, the prevention of
which mult be by checkin ¢ the diforder
In its origin. We muft be patient
and pericverant in adopting wholefome

remedies,
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remedies, and rejeéting thofe which owe
their reputation to guefs-work and the
blindnefs of chance.

The cure of the Gutta Serena cannot
be perfeéted till the capillary tubes of
the nerves of the eyes have been freed
from their obftru&ions, by a motion
communicated to the fluid which occu-
pies their calibres.

The more I examine the caufes and
effets of this malady, the more am I
convinced of the poflibility of its cure ;
not indeed by any one of thofe number-
lefs remedies, many of which deferve no
better names than tortures ; but by the
vapours of a {pirituous, penetrating,
and ele@rical compofition, the a&ion
of which gives a new {pring to the lan-
guilhing ftate of the nervous fibres, and
re-eftablifhes the fun&ions of the optic
nerves and retine.

It
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It 1s now two years fince I have made
a {uccefsful application (in France) of
this compofition to the Gutta Serena,
which has hitherto been deemed incu-
rable 3 and the cures which I have fince
brought about by this new method,
have ftill confirmed me in my opinion.

I flatter myfelf, by this method, the
fuccefs of which has never failed me, that
it will be unneceflary to have recourfe to
thefe torturing and fatal applications,
the ufual caufes of a Glaucoma, for
which there remains no cure.

O the ParALYSIS fy"z‘.ée RETINA.

H E Paralyfis of the Retina
may be  the efte& of fome par-
ticular caufes: for inftance, it may
arife from a blow on the eye, by which
the web of its organifation is injured ;
or from a {uperabundance of ferous and

phlogiftic
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phlogiftic humours, which difturb and

impede its fun&ions: either of thefe
caufes may a& more or lefs, and pro-
duce the Perfet or Imperfe@ Para-
lyfis. .

I make no diftinétion between the
generality of the diforders of the Retina
and thofe of the Optic Nerves, as to the
effes which are produced by them ;
for whether the Paralyfis exifts abfo-
lutely, or dependently on the optic
nerves, blindnefs is the never-failing
confequence.

Remedies which are employed for
the cure of the Paralyfis of the Retina
are generally applied to the Gutta Se-
rena; but what I have already faid under
that article, renders the repetition here
unneceflary,
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On the CATARACT.

H E Catara& muft be confidered

under three heads; to wit, in
its infancy, in its fccond ftate, and in
its maturiry.

The Infant Catara& is no obftacle to
the perception of objeds ; in its Second
ftate, it admits only the diftinguifhing
of large bodies ; and in its Maturity, it
leaves the eie the power only of dif~
cerning light from darknefs.

The Infant Catara& is fufceptible of
being remedied by an aromatic {piri-
turus compofition, the firength of
which muft be proportioned to the de-
oree of the malady : in its two latter
{ftates no refource is left but the opera-
tion, which is pra@icable but in its ma-
turity. .

In order to counteract the fymptoms

of
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of the Infant Catarad, it is cuftomary
to have recourfe to colliriums of feveral
kinds ; evacuations of blood . and often
to the application of leeches to the
temples, as well as to blifters behind

the ears, fetons, &c. Thele means are
not only ineffetual, but almoft always

firmly eftablith the diforder.

I have now in a concife manner
treated of the three moft affliting mala-
dies to which the organ of fight is com-
monly fubjed, and the nernicious effects
of the applications which are generally
adopted, as likewife of the preferable
method of proceeding. It remains then
only for me to convince the public by
irrefragable proofs ; which 1 fhall do, by
laying before it the fuccefs I have
met with fince I have eftablifhed my-
{elf in this Imetropolis.

That I might have fome title to the
con-
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confidence of the public, (who are but
too often dupes to a fet of men, whofe
proceedings are as difhonourable to
themfelves as they are detrimental to
fociety) the firlt ftep I took was to give
a general invitation to the Gentlemnen
of the Faculty to be prefent at the ope-
rations for the Catarad, which I per-
formed the 2s5th of March, 1774.

On the fame day I introduced to
thefe gentlemen many perfons afflicted
with the Gutta Serena, and feveral
others, labouring under different dif-
orders of the eyes, whofe cure had hi-
therto been defpaired of. An account
of the cure of {ome of thefe people I
now offer to the public; and it is on this
that I hope to eftablith the reputation
of the method above defcribed.

OBsER-
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OzsservaTIiOoN I.

Have had under my care George

Ruffel, five and forty years old,
living near the George Yard, on Lit-
tle Saffron Hill, at Saint Andrew’s
Workhoufe, afflited with the Gutta
Serena. He told me, that the diforder
was caufed by a violent fever. In the
beginning of that malady, which was
cleven years ago, evacuations of blood
from the temporal arteries by leeches
and the lancet, applications of blifters
upon the nape of the neck, and iffues
in the arms, were recommended and
made ufe of at {feveral times : thefe pro-
ceedings, inftead of benefiting the pa-
tient, befides torturing him threw him
by degrees into a perfe& blindnefs, (which
he has laboured under nine months,) and
caufed 2 Glaucoma on his right eye.

In
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In this ftate of blindnefs he bec¢ame
my patient; and my treztment of him
was {o fuccefsful, that in three weeks
time he was able to walk without a
leader ; and fince that time, by clofely
attending to my prefcriptions, his fight
has been ftronger and f{tronger.

This will be certified by Mr. Ca-
tridge, in Queen’s Head Yard, Samt
Margarct Street, near Blackman Street,
in the Borough.

OnrservaTioNn Il

R. SinGLEz, eight and thirty
M years old, living in Exeter Street,
near Excter 'Change, in the Strand,
at Mr. Nicholfon’s, ftay-ftitcher, was
afiliGed with a Gutta Serena upon his
right eye, and the beginning of another
upon the left. The diforder began
by an inflammation on the right eye ;.1

dall
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and fome time after the left became
affi@ed with the fame malady, and
continued growing worle and worle
thefe fix years paft.

Evacuations of blood from the arm,
and by leeches applied to the temples,
were ufed without benefit ; applications
of blifters behind the ears, and colli-
riums of feveral kinds, were recom-
mended, as likewife {carifying cupping-
olaffes upon the fternum: Thefe means
caufed violent pains to the patient, who
was at laft given over as incurable.

In that fituation he came under my
care, and now he is able to read {mall
print. This will be certified by George
Keate, Efq; in Charlotte Street, near
Great Ruflel Street.

OBser-
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OsservaTion IIL

Oun KEeepwkLL, a pilot, one and
J thirty years old, was affliGted with
the Gutta Serena upon both eyes thefe
five years paft. This fatal malady came
after a violent fever, as he told me; as
likewife, that evacuations of blood at
{feveral times were ufed for the reco-
vering of his fight, but to no purpofe.

He is now in a f{ituation to fee his
hands, fingers, and pipe, very plain.
So great an alteration leaves no room to
doubt of his perfe& cure in a very little
time: As he is ftill under my care, any
body may be convinced of this fa&, by
callihg at my lodgings, at 12 o’clock,
which hour I f{et afide for the relief of

indigent pcrﬁ:-ns.

OBRSER-
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OsservaTioN L

Have had under my care Mrs. Le-

moine, of King Street, St. James’s
Square, affli®ed with a Paralyfis on the
Retine. The diforder has been com-
ing, by degrees, for thefe two years,
after a cold in her eyes.

In reading with attention, fhe per-
ceived the words as if they had been
long black firokes, without being able
to diftinguith them ; infomuch that fhe
had been obliged to give over not only
reading, but her bufinefs. She is now
in a fituation to follow her profeffion,
and can even read {mall print,

OBservaTiOoN II.

N /A R- Samuel Turner, five and forty

years old, living in Brook’s Meufe,
between Brook Street and Grofvenor

D Street,
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Street, was affli¢ted with a Paralyfis on
the Retina of his left eye. He has had
the misfortune to lofe his right eye from
a blow ; and fince the diforder of his
left, colliriums of feveral kinds, and the
application of leeches to the temples,
were ufed, but without benefit.
When he came to me he could not
diftinguith colours, which he can now
not only do, but fees objects per-
feQly well. This will be certified by
Mr. Francis Dowle, butcher, in Grofve-

nor Street.

OgsservaTion L

T HE wife of Mr. John Whiteman,

taylor, St Martin’s Street, Lei-

cefter Fields, No. 39. was affli@®ed with
. continual inflammation upon both
eyes, a [cirrhus in the eye-lids, (which
WCEIE



DIISSERTATION, 19

were as thick as a finger) and a mor-
phew all over her face, thefe nine years
paft, in confequence of a lying-in. To
remedy this general diforder, evacua-
tions of blood from the  temporal
arteries by leeches and the lancet, ap-
plications of blifters upon the nape of
the neck, upon the back and behind the
ears, an ifflue in the arm during fix
years, and a great many britk purga-
tives, were ufed ; till at laft thefe cruel
proceedings produced a Paralyfis upon
the Retinz, which obliged her to dif-
continue her bufinefs.

She is cured of all thefe complaints
without any torturing methods, and is
capable of attending to ber affairs with-
~out any impediment. This will be cer-
tificed by Mr. Kluft, heretofore private
fccretary for the French language to

D 2 her
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her late Roval Highnefs the Princefs
Dowager of Wales, living in Rathbone
P.ace, No. 1g. near Soho Square.

OgservaTION L.

Have had under my care Thomas .
Macune, apprentice to Mr. Mar-
riot, at No. r1o. Fetter Lane, near
Flect Street, affliéed with Infant Cata-
ra@s The diforder, which has been
coming thefe five years, began with a
dimnefs upon both eyes : he was very
often obliged to difcontinue his work
on account of filaments and other little
obje&s that continually dazzled his
{ight.
He is now in a fituation to look at
every thing, with the greateft attention,
without any appearance of thefe little

fpecks above defcribed.

O3BsER=
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OsservaTioN Il

MRS. Maria Leacs, one and thirty

years old, living in Stanhope
Street, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields, No. 17.
was affli®ed with an Infant Cataract
upon her left eye, which has been com-
ing thefe two. years: the pains {he has
{uffered are not to be defcribed.

She came for my advice, being un-
der apprehenﬁc}n that her left eye would
become equally cataradted as the right.
In this fituation I undertook her, and
now {he is free from all her pains and
the {fymptoms of a catarat,

OzservaTioN [lI.

Ounx Ripping, one and twenty
J years old, was afflicted with Infant
Catara&s thefe two years paft : evacua-

tions
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tions of blood from the temporal arte-
ries and the arm were ufed, as likewife
blifters: behind.. the ears, and iflues,
without {uccefs.

The {ymptoms have all difappéﬁred,
and the patient is in a fair way : this
will be certified by Mr, Peren, in Adam-
and-Eve Court, No. 14. Oxford Street.

Extracts from the .NEWS ParERs.
IMDrniﬁg ‘Poft, ‘22, &e 1774
70 the Phyficians and Surgeons of London.

¢““ GENTLEMEN,

2 H E continual motion of the
¢ eye, curing the operation of

¢« the Catara& by extraction, renders it
<t yery difhicult, and often raifes an ob-
¢« ftacle which cannot be overcome,
¢ even by the ableft ocu'ifts: num-

‘¢ bers
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¢« bers of inftruments have been con-
« trived in order to fix the globe of
¢ the eye, but all tono purpofe, becaufe
¢¢ of the accidents which have happened
¢¢ during or after the operation.

¢«¢ I have contrived an inftrument
<¢ which fixes the globe of the eye with-
« out pricking or bruifing it and an-
¢ {wers every way my wifhes, even for
¢« the moft moveable eyes. I cannot,
¢¢ Gentlemen, fubmit my dilcovery to
¢ better judges than ye; therefore I in-
«« treat you, with the greateft fincerity,
¢«“to be prefent at fome operations of

¢t the catara®, which I will perform
¢« on Friday next, March 235, at onec
<« o’clock in the afternoon. Iam, with
¢¢ the greateft refpedt,

¢ Gentlemen,

- SE Y OUL.. B0,
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Morning CuronicLe, Morning Post,
and PusLic Lepcer, April 18, 19,
&c. 1754,

“ A peculiar and faithful account of
¢ the public op:rations of the Ca-
¢ taract, performed by Dr. Cnari-
¢ gzrT, Oculift, the 25th of laft
‘“ month, with a new inftrument,
¢z of his own invention, which in-
¢¢ fures the fuccefs of the opera-
“ tion by fixing the globe of the
‘¢ eye.

" HE 22d of laft month the
i Phyficians and Surgeons of
¢« London were invited to be prefent at
¢ the faid operations, by public adver-
¢ tifements. Dr. Huck, Mr. Cuary,
«¢ Surgeon, and many other Phyficians

<« and Surgeons, were preflent, when
‘“ Mrs.
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¢« Mrs, Curvis, of Kent Road, the
¢ hottom of Kent Street, a woman 70
¢¢ years old, who was blind of Cataracts
¢¢ ypon both eyes, (the left thefe {even-
¢¢ teen years, and the right thefe {ix
«« months palft) was operated upon, and
¢¢ has now the fight of both eyes.

«« Mr. Charles Wallot, Tottenham
¢« Court Road, near the Black Horfe,
¢« who had a Catara& upon his right
«« eye, was operated on, and has reco-
«¢ vered the fight of it.

« Mr. John Birchall, fixty years of
¢ age, living in St. James’s parifh infir-
¢« mary, Poland Street, who was blind
¢ of membraneous Cataracs (the fhoals
<¢ of oculifts) and who had undergone
¢« the operation, without {uccefs, by an
<« oculift of this metropolis, five times
“ upon his left eye, and once upon his

E ‘¢ right,
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¢ right, was operated on, and now fees
¢ with both eyes.

¢ The Phyficians and Surgeons, wha
¢ were {o obliging as to be prefent at
¢ the operations, are intreated to give
¢ themfelves the trouble to call again
¢« on Saturday, the joth of this month,
<¢ in order to {ee the perfons who un-
¢¢ derwent the operation in their pre-
¢ {ence.”

Several of them came, and were wit-
nefles to the happy ftate of the pa-
tients.

It will be needlefs to dwell on the
unhappy fituation of the victims to the
diforders of the eyes. The horror of
that condition, which fubjeés the fuf-
ferer to be deceived by all who furround
him, and which involves every thing
in darknefs, exceeds the power of de-

{cription.

1t
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It is then of the greateft confequence
to inform cone’s {elf particularly of the
tokens of thefe diforders, that one may
be capable of checking them in their
origin,

The following obfervations, which are
fubmitted to the public, will render
every one a competent judge of the
figns of thefe different maladies of the
eyes,

In the infancy of a Catara&, flakes
of fnow, little black {pots, filaments
which follow the motion of the globe
of the eye, and a thoufand {mall objects,
whofe forms are fo varied that none but
thofe who perceive. them can defcribe
them, fecm to float before the fight.
It often happens, that in a little time
after thefe appearances, the Cataract be-
gins to form itfelf, and then there is
no refource but in the operation.

The
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The Paralyfis of the Retina announces
itfelf by a weaknefs, or a diminution of
fight, by a weight in the eye-lids, by
fhooting in the globe of the eye, by
pains above the eye-brows, upon the
temples, behind the head ; particularly,
as the night advances, clouds {eem to
appear before the fight : it feems as if
one looked through a piece of gauze
or muflin, after having fixed one’s eye
upon an obje& for a length of time : it
happens too, that, after a long applica-
tion to reading, the words appear con-
fufed, like long black ftrokes, without
diftin®ion or feparation ; this {fign 1s
particularly dangerous, and the Para-
ralyfis of the Retina is to be feared in
proportion to the number of thefe figns.

If it has been judged neceffary, by
men of the greateft difcernment, to re-
je& all together the {pirit of {yftema-

tizing,
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tizing, and to pay attention to no
works that are not founded upon ob-
fervation and experience, I have every
reafon to hope that this Diflertation
will be favourably received : if, how-
ever, I thould be difappointed in my
endeavours to obtain the fuffrages of
the public, I {hall have, at lealt, a f{a-
tisfadtion in having done my utmoft to
deferve them.


















