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ANCIENT Prysicran’s LEcAcy
impartially furvey’d ;

And his PracTicE provid Repugnane,
not only to that of the beft antient and
modern Phyficians, but to the very Na-
ture of thofe Difeafes (many of them) of
which he undertakes to give us an Ac-
count; inconfiftent even with thofe very
Indications himfelf at ‘fome Times lays
down for the Cure,

WITH .
Practical OBsErvATIONS upon each Chapter,

1N
A LerTER to a Country Phyfician,

To which is added,
In the way of Postscrirr,

A Discourse on Quickfilver,

As now commonly Taken :

And the gqod or bad Effects which have

thence enfued.
AS ALSO,
A particular Account of Monfieur Bellofi’s Pill
compar’d with the Author’s,
And the Case of Barton Boorh, Eiq;
the late famous Zragedian.
As the fame was communicated to the Author

by Mr. Alexander Small, Surgeon,
who gpcn’:} the Bod ¥ in the Prefence of Sir Hans Sloan,

By DAn1EL TURNER,
of the College of Pbyficians, London.

Landon, Printed for John Clarke, at the Bible under the
Royal Exchange, Corphill; - 1733,
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A
1-A' B LE
OF THE
Principal MATTERS
Contain’d in the following
TREATISE

HE right Auricle of the Heart diftended
by a Thrombus s and 2 Polypus found
- in the Pulmonary Artery, of an Afthma-
| tick Patient, Page 4. :

The Gout diftinguifh*d as Nervous and Hurhoural :
The firft term’d Anomalous, the laff Genuine 3
the former unobferv’d by the Ancient Phyfician,
altbough of the moft dangerous Confequence to the
Patient with the almoff fatal Tendency enfu
ing a Perfon’s dipping bis Foot in cold Water at
the Approach of a Paroxyfm; inferted as a
Caution to gonty People againft fuch Experiments,

. 5.10 7.

%E Ancie_?at Phyfician exclaiming againft Opiates
in this Difeafe, yet at the fame Time dirveiling one
of the moft dangerous, for the Dofe of Opium,
shat ever was preferib’d by any one before bim 3

2 with
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o mith a Miracle wrought upon a gouty Patient,
at if:'aﬁ -Jo pretended, Ery the Dottor’s Diaphore-
tic g

Elix. Vltguh, bis favourite Medicine, allow’d to be a
very good one'in Jome States of the Solids as well as
Fluids [in which laft be places the Seat of ail Dif-
edfes but given by him in too large Proportion Jor
many Stomachs to bear it 5 gnd inflancing certain
States and Conditions where the fame may be burt-
ful, p.gtor1r.

The Drnpfy differenc’d by an Afcites, Tympa-
nites'dnd Anafarca, alibough no Difference made
by bim in the Cure 5 all being alike remov’d by
purging, according to our Phyficiany who 15 an
Enemy to the Paracentefis, p. 11 to 13.

His Hydragogue, and bis Account of two Perfons
cur’d byit 5 together, with that of another Gen-
fleman’s's “of two Tore that tere kill’d thereby,
or, who died ﬂﬂdfr the Operation thereof, p. 13

" Y0 15.

The Cafe of an old Lady, recommended to a certain
Droply Docior, w:zb ber Sentiments -upon the
fame 5 together with the Form of ‘a Purge order’d
by one of thefe People, 'p. 15 10 17.

The Diabates very ny#dn::oig’l dffcﬁb’d by ffa:.r Gen-
teman, “and the Differénce in” Weight-as well as
‘Colaur, between the Urine of thofe labouring under
his Difeafe, and tbat of Hyfterical or-Hypo-

- chondriacal Peaple ; ‘with the-Do&or’s Cure
thereof, p. 18, 19.

Of a Cnnfumptmn, in which fome. grofs  Mift akes
both in Theory and Praftice, p. 20t0°25.

Of an Afthina 3 -no Notice taken of (hnckﬁ]ver,
bowever fince®xtoll’d for whis Diffemper, - p. 26.
ﬂ?& Jaundice erroneonfly difinguift’ d, wﬁ:g‘ﬂ'

#wa Cure, by proper Deobftrnentss is ﬁrw amgbr,
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‘0 wery dangerous Empirical one is recommended,
p. 26 to 29.

The Stone falfly defin’d, -and whe Cure propounded by
Remedies reverfe to thofe Indications be lays down
inorder thereunto, p. 2G10'35.

Of Nervous Difeafes, as Palfy, Hemiplegy,
Chorea, Apoplexy, ‘Epilepfy, with bis -
‘count of the Hylterical and Hypochondriacal
~Affeltions, was fauity.as the reft 5 containing itile
other than Detrailion againft the whole Faculty
of Phyfick, and [etting up bimfelf for the Oradle,
At is bere be cries-out againft Steel in Subfance,
as be did before upon Opiates, yet ordeérs them
“Doth bimfelf, p.3510143. - :

The Green Sicknefs, with bis whimfical Notion.o
‘the fame being Vermvicular; in Confequence of
which Acids and Quickfilverare the prime Re-
“medies 5 ‘with a Digréffion concerning "Equivocal
Generation, and bis ridiculous Affertion, that
many Thoufand Subjeéls are loft yearly to the
Crown by the taking of Gafcoii’s ‘Powder,
whilft -Quickfilver, “he ‘affirms, can ‘hurt 'no
-one, p. 43 to 53. e

Two remarkable Infances of a Chlorofis, xwith.
-Caution to yourg' Phyficians, that they miftake b
‘a Hectick for this Diftemper, p. 54.

Cutaneous Affections, ‘as the Elephantiafis,  Lse-
pra Grecorum, Itch, &c. Vermicular i,
“according to the Ancient Phyfician, -and Quick-
“filver, the 'Remedy as [pecifical for “Worms,
“P- 54 10 59. '

Of the Plague ; with'the Story of upwards of two
Hundred Men lofing each one Hundred Oan-
‘ces of Blood. The Authords Remark thereon 5 and
“wis Endeavour:to reconcile Dr. Hodges and " Dr,
Sydenham upon this Topick 5 alfo the formers

1 ' Pro-
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- Prophylactick af the Time of IEir: Iaﬁ gi'mt&awﬁ
an London, p.6oto75." « ’

The Spotced. Fever, inwhich another of the Dottor’ s
Muiracles, p. 76.

Dijtinition. between a peftilential and mahgnant-
Fever, p. 77 to 79.

Of the Small Pox ; Dr. Sydenham one of ibe beft
Writers thereon s our Phyfician the véry worft 3
swhether we refpet their Hittory or their Cure;.
p- 79 to 92.

The fame as to the Meafles 3 and bis Charge renew-
ed againft Gafcoin’s Powder, and the Uj@ of
Bliters, p. 93 to g6. -

The Scarlet Fever and Eryfipelas; with bis Mi-
Jake about this laft, p. 97598,

Peripneumony and Pleurily 5 bis abfurd Natm# of
the latter being but the one bag" of the farmer 5 and
that na one dies thereof, unlefs for want of Bleed=
ings P 98,99

The Angina 5 bis Ignorance of the Ime:-', by ﬁllyfzm- |
ting the falfe in place thereof, and preferibing @
ainoft pernicious Gargarifm of Sublimate 5 with an
HExample of Bronchotomy berein, but not fuceefs-
ful, p. 10010 103, |

Of the Rheumatifm, and bis Empirical Remedy for
the fame. Bliftering, dccording to the Author,
much preferable.  Diacodium- buriful, p. 103
to 106.

Tbe Ague, according to this Gentleman a Nervous

Difeafe, becaufe of its flated Periods. The Au-
thor’s Comment thereon, with the Doftor’s Me-
thod of giving the Bark, for the fake of ils Ro-
fine, p. 106 to 111. gt

Fevers of the Spirits. #What is to be underflood

- thereby, againft the C.:wzf: qf' Jome Perﬁ:-m,
- ps 112,
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of Difeafes of the Stomach, in swhich be decries
Vomits, yet has order’d one of the rougheft, as in

the ‘Jaundice and Rheumatifm, p. r12to 117.
Difeafes of the Inteftines, p. 11810 120. |

N.B. Upon a Review of this Chapter the
Author finds he has wrongfully charged the Ax-
cient Phyfician with miftaking the Afcarides for
the Lumbricus Latus, by overlooking the Word
Little, and minding only that of fat Worms 3 for
which he is to afk Pardon: For if the Afarides
are flat, which through their Minutenefs he never
heeded, they may juftly be termed flat Worms.
Yet at the fame Time, whilft he was treating of
the Difeafes of the Inteftines, particularly men-
tioning #orms, thofe certainly which are more
remarkable ; fuch as the Lumbricus Latus, par-
ticularly fo denominated, as well as others of
the Earthworm refemblance, ought, I think,
to have been obferv’d, the former efpecially, as
now hinted, being fo peculiarly diftinguith’d by
the Name of the Tape or flat Worm.

The Conclufion of the Legacy a meer picce of Farce
 with an Attempt to refute fome of the Doflor’s
Miracles, p. 120 to 130.

ContENTs of the Difcourfe on Quick-
filver.

Eafons why the Author bas not been able to fur- -
nifh more Intelligence upon this Subjeét 5 and
- why be bas not preferih’d this Remedy, p. 131 to

134 _
Quick-
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Quickfilver, as now, tgk.eg:,, in ﬁﬁ a&aﬂf !&Ha{;q-”
end of the laft Century 5 and bow it came 1o be
laid dawn in ﬁ:mf Vi Zg:gﬁ near the Taw;r,, P 135,
136.

An %xper:mz fo try if the Mercury would paf the
Coats of the Guts. Wih a Qfg?‘gﬁwg, CONEEr -
ing the different Secretions. in. ajimal Bﬂd!ﬂ},
p- 13610 139,

Mercury divided, as in Belloft’s Pill, gr.a;f'er-
able, in the d#:bar 5. Opinion, 1o the qndmdcc[,
or aggregate. Mafs thereof, as more cerlain to pafs
* the ﬁié%eals a{;d get iuto the Blﬁaﬁ, &l Q,Paf

The Subtlety of IEH: Mercurial Sm::mj, 'w:rb anodd
Acczdfm‘ ::azs firim Cnég the fame, Pp. 141, 142,

The Caj& of an.ald Gentleman rakwg fixteen Pounds

of Mercury, without any Alteration, and col-
lecting the fame within one Qunce and balf, p.143.

D{ﬁ"ﬁf&ﬁﬁ Times of its Lodgment, and pafling out of
the Body 3 with a fiﬂgfﬂﬂz Smr}r of a Lady fcat-
lering il as Jbe was dancing ab a publick Affens~
bly, 144 10 146,

Mercury aéting principally by means g'm Perme-
ability and its Pondus 5 whence a Query, Whe-
ther as it is capable of doing much good, it may
not alfo gt [ometimes hurt? With four Iufiances
carrying great prababdiz} that. i, bas done fo,
P. 14710 149.

The Advocates for crude Mercury denying a real
Ptya!:fm to be occaftoned therehy s an Example
is laid down af one, wherein the Author was late-
ly a Wi mgﬁ‘ in Cwﬁtfmlmﬂ with Dr, Burton,
p. 1500 152,

Frzfﬂdiy Advice to thy Anciént ?h}fﬁﬂiﬂn 1o cor- ¥
redt his Dofe of fom: id dicines, particulgrly that
of the Opiusm in bis Powder far the Gout 3 with
a modeft Reproof 10 the Gentleman of Tripity,
| con-
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concerning bis Charaller of the Legacy, and its
Author, as well as for the Offence taken againft

" the Compiler of this Treatife, about Monfieur
Belloft, p. 153 to 157.

The Author’s Pill fet down, and compar’d with that
Gentleman’s 5 with fome remarkable Cures per-
form*d thereby, p. 158, 159.

The Stratburg Pill, commonly call’d, but deny’d to
be Monfieur Belloft’s 5 with fume farther Re-

- tnarks upon the Authors, p. 160, 161.

A Remonftrance to the Trinity Gentleman, con-
cerning Monfieur Belloft’s Noftrum, and bis
Method of folving fome Mercurial Problems,
p. 161 to 168.

The Autbor’s Reafons why be prefers the dpyided
Quickfilver {o that which is undivided, p. 169,
170.

Sublimation of Mercury, an improper Term to ex-
prefs its Effefts of Salivation, p. 171, 172,

The excellent Properties of Mercury divided, as in
the Pill, p.173,174. Though not fufficient at

. all Times to vacate the Salivation, wbich will be
Jtill the moft certain Remedy for Venereal Pa-
tients, p. 173 to 175.

The Cale of a Lady affliéled with Nodes and No-

&urnal Pains, recover’d by the Author’s Pili

without Salivation, p. 176 to 178. |

A young Fellow cur’d of Serpigines, in fix Days,
by a Dozen of thefe Pills, p. 178, 179.

Two Perfons notwithftanding , within thefe [even
Montbs paft, [alivated by the Autbor, after a
long and fruitle[s Attempt by M<=——ns and Bel-
loft’s Pills, ibid. _

The Author owns bimfelf an Enemy to Noftrums,
- but bopes be fhall be always a Friend to Truth,
p- 180,

a Con-
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ConTtEnTs of the Hiftorical Mewoirs.

A\ H E Cafz of Thomas Hukins, communica-
& ted by Dr. Packe, p, 195 to 205.

Efquire Grofvenor’s Cafe,” p. 206, 207.

Another of bike Kind, but not alike fuccefsful, p.208,
200, « ' : :

A paa?“ Woman woiding large Quantities of Blood by
Stool, p. 209 to 2712,

Another of the fame Naturey p. 2135 21 4.

Head-ach, Pains of the Limys, with Numbnefs en-

nJRing, B.215,210, il

A Thac Paffion in a Lady quick with Child; and
the D.[Jection of an liacal Subjeé?, p. 21%, 218,

A Relation from Mr. Savage, Apothecary at New-
bury, Berks, p. 218, 219. _

- An Eryfipelas [preading all over the Body s with
another returning a fecond Time, after returning
to the fame Remedy, p. 220, 23+. :

Different Opinions of the Peaple, a5 to Quickfilver

 being the Caufe and Cure of thé fame Coniplaints,
ibid. - '

Inflation of the Abdomen with Tormina, largé
Spitting, and a moft fiubborn Ophthaimy, p.222.

A Spafm on the NMandible, Salivation, and deadly
Flux of the Belly, p. 222 to 223. | 0

The Dificulty of colleting Cafes of this Nature,
P: 224 to 227, :

A Woman thrown into @ moft dangerous Salivation,

- 22%to 230. | : L&

A continual Vomiting reffrain’d by the fame Remedy,
P2 FIs 2o o s b

Corollaries (in refpelf to the Autbor’s Sentiments

- about this Remedy) deduceable from 1he preseed-

ing
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ing Memoirs of Quickfilver ; with fome Cau-
tions in the taking thereof, as to fome particular
Difzafes and Cﬁﬁﬁfmﬂ'ﬂ#!, p- 234 t0 240,

Two Affertions of the Mercurialifts not rightly found-
"dy P- 2415 242 |

Reafons why Phyficians [foould not prefribe this
Remedy, p.242 10 244.

The Treatment which the Author bas met with in the
Purfuit of thefe Enquiries 5 and a pleafant Rela-
tion of @ Perfon applying to bim for a Reward,
P- 245 to 250. ! ‘

His Opinion of fome late Writers in Defence of the
Remedy, and their Comparifon between Belloft’s
divided, and their undivided Mercury s with ¢
Jfecond Compafition of the Author’s, more agreeable
with that Gentleman’s, p. 250 t0 257.

His Apolegy for the Freedom be bas taken, and bis
Readinefs io [ubmit bimfelf to the Cenfure of the
College, P. 258, 259. _

A [econd Letter from Dr. Packe, with a farther

~ Account of Hukins’s'Cafe, p.260 to 268.

The Cafe of Barton Booth, Efg; communicated by
My. Alex. Small, the Surgeon who oper’d the
Body in the Prefence of Sir Hans Sloan, p. 269

tq 275,




A TABLE of ERRATA.

Page 3o: Line 17. Proceeding read Preceding
: - 39, 29, does do
4:-- 20, 45 - 4
49. $, for the Bivd itfelf for the Egg
1bid, 9. fome a
gﬁr 4- ﬁem Hiﬂl
Q7. 23. fPall Soould
187, 10. . I may da
194, 8. Cafe Cafes
311, 27. them bim
30, their bis
38, Jdem. #hid.
231, 15, unfeebled enfechled
‘16, Ailment gyﬁmms y
240, 3. any Corrofive
257, 7. dele thefe Words, a‘ter to be

271, 19, Amynd, dul, decoff.  Amygd.dul decors.

N.B. 'The following Difcourfe having been printed at twe
different Places, though the fame is regularly continued,
there has been a Miflake in the Pages, from N° 180 to
¥93. of which the Reader is inform’d, that he may aot
think any part thereof to be wanting.

The



(1)

The Antient: Pﬁyﬁc:’aﬁ’x Legacy im-
partially Survey'd, &c. -

Lol A B

- Country Practitioner

§ [ R,

OU have fent me a very fhort Let-

| i ter, but therein enjoyn me a much
longer Penance. {(ou don’t con-

fider furely that I am now grown an old
Man, going out of the World 4s well as
the dntient Phyfician himfelf, about whofe
Legacy you write: and who thought indeed
e’re now to have retired from it, for the fake
of that Peace and Quict [ hope yet to €njoy.
You tell me, that st ss my Duty to forewarn
the Ignorant of the Danger that may befall
them, in liffening to thofe who bave wore Af-
furance than Skill or Fudgment in the Pro-
felfion _they take upon thew: 1 fhould haye
been glad, had you thought fit, you had
addrefs’d fome others of your Friends in
London, of more Leifure and greater Abi-
B lities,



2 The Antient PHYSICIAN's

lities, (tho’ I think there is not much of this
latter wanted) for the prefent Undertaking.
If you pleafc however to accept fome
tranfient Thoughts, and excule the hafte in
which they have been drawn up, fince the
Receipt of yours, I here prefent them, de-
claring firft of all that I have not the leaft
Tll-will or Prejudice to the Author, who is
a Stranger to me, tho’ I muft own I am
prejudiced againft fome Parts of his Prac-
tice, becaufc I am fatisfy’d the {fame, in
many Cafes, if purfued, muft be prejudicial
to the Health of my Fellow-Citizens. I
never was call’d in upon Him, nor fhould
I care to meet a Man in Conlultation, who
~ has behaved {o unhandfomly to the whole
Faculty of Phyfick, even to thofe very
Gentlemen who did Him the Honour to
admit Him a Licentiate. Nor do I re-
member to have been oftentimes call’d
after Him, altho’ once particularly (7 can’t
forget the fame) in Company with that
honeft and good-natured Man, your Friend,
the decealed Dr. /Wag flaff, to a Patient in
Goodmanw’s Fields, whom we found per-
{ely Comatofe, and who deceafed the next
Day truly Lethargick ; tho” he had lain thus,
(as the Relations told us) for fome Days,
not one Blifter had been apply’d, nor any
Polatile, or .other Remedy carrying a §ti=
wislus along with it, adminifterd,

In
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in the way of Requital, the fame Geris
tleman was very lately called in after me;
to an honeft and worthy Weft-India Cap-
tam, at Mile-End, labouring {eemingly un-
der a mervous Afthma. In the beginning
of the Spring, I had relieved him by /o-
latiles, fuch as the Sa/ C. C. Vol. and he
had no Fit for feveral Months after, till
towards the laft Autumn, when the {fame
came upon him with greater Violence than
ever. After I had tried the former Reme-
dies without Succefs, as well as fundry o-
thers, the poor Gentleman began to com-
plain of violent Spafins on the Precordias
infomuch that he could not bear to lie
down in his Bed, the Difeafe being at-
tended with {o great Palpitation of Heart;
as to elevate the Sternon, and by the Noife;
“hindering him from taking the leaft Reft.
I told the Apothecary (Mr. Lee; 2 Man of
good Worth in the Neighbourhood) that
fome Polypous Concretions were in all like-
lihood formed either in the Fentricles of
the Heart, or the Veflels pafling into of
from the fame; and that the Difeafe lay out
of the reach of Medicine. |
The fame Evening the Quickfilver Doc-
tor, as he fays the People call him, or as
he would be called by them, wds fent for;
and Quickfilver furely was to be the Afylum ;
but before any Quantity thereof could bé
got down; the Captain in extreme Anguifh
B 2 deceas'd;
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deceas’d, not from the Remedy; but the
Force of the Difeafe.

Upon opening the Body, as the Surgeon
told me, (for I was not by) the right Au-
ricle of the Heart was prodigioufly di-
ftended, and filled with Thrombus, a Poly-:
pus alfo difcovered in the pufmﬂnary Ar-
tery at its exit from the fame; whenee of
neceflity both that ftrong Vibration, and
difﬁcultjr of Refpiration, took its rife:
Nature by a redoubled Nifus, endeavouring
to force a Way for the Circulation to be
continued thro’ thofe Organs.

This only as Preliminary: I fhall now
come to my Remarks upon each Difeafe, as
they lic in the Order he has placed them:
but before ‘I enter on that Task, I cannot
overlook his Introduétion.

“Tt is (laith he) efpecially neceifary in
« the Cure of Difeafes, to be thorowly
¢« acquainted with the 'Nature of them.
¢« Without ithis- Knowledge no good is to
% be donc: On the contrary, much harm-.
« ‘may probably enfue from the Phyfician’s
“ miftaking the Patient’s Cafe.”

One might think furely, after this Exor-
dinm, no Man would have undertaken totreat
of any Difeafe, of whofe Natureor real Ef-
{ence he was not rightly apprifed: or have
propofed any Method of Cure for the fame,
inconfiftent with the Nature of fuch Dif-
cafe; and vet, I belieye, you will find this

Gentleman

L
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Gentleman exceedingly deficient as to both,

in almeft every one he has enter’d in his
T'reatife.

E

Of the Gout.

. Which altho’ very juftly term’d Oppro-
orium Medicorum, is made. light of by this .
Adept ine Phylick, who pretends to have
made a very extraordinary Difcovery in
finding out that the Matter of this Difeafe
is Maiter, and an alkaline Matter alfo, wit-
nefs the Chalk Stones, found in the Internodes
of Arthritick Patients, in which, he fays,
the whole Faculty have been deceived ;s as if
any of them had been fo mad as to {fur-
mife the Gouty Fomes, Imwnaterial. How-
ever others may have been miftaken, it is,
I think, evident this Gentleman knows
little of it, or the proper Parts which Na-
turc has appointed for the Depofita of this
gouty Matter, where it ought, and fhould
be encouraged rather than diverted, un-
lefs we were Mafters of a Remedy that
would deftroy its Effeuce or vadically fub-
due it.

The Gout, it is very certain, is both
Nerwvous and Humonral ; that is, confifting
of more fubtil and {pirituous, as well as
grofler Particles. The firft appears plain
by the dire Spafms on the Membranes,
whether thofe ot the Brain, the Breafl, or
: ' B 3 tho
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the lower Belly ; where it very frequently
alts the Tragedy, and kills the Patient:
The laft is as evident by the Swelling and
Inflammation on the Hands and Feet,
where, however it may pain and enfeeble
the Parts, it never deftroys him. The firft
is termed _Auomalous, the laft Genuine.
Whoever knows the Nature of the former
of thefe, and the great Danger he may hap-
pen to undergo thereby ; fo foon as ever he
apprehends the gouty Matter {eparating
from the Blood, as by the preceding Fla-
tulency and Ruéfus {ometimes happens, and
threatening an Attack ; inftead of divert-
ing the Storm from falling where it fhould,
the proper Receptacula, the extreme Parts,
will encourage it all he can, left it fhould
feize upon the more noble, which frequently
is the Cafe where repelling Zopicks have
been ufed, or the faid Parts have been ex-
pofed to the cold Air.

I have the rather taken notice of this
Incident, becaufe the Do&or tells us, that
whereas Phyficians have propofed warm Flan-
nels to the part, they are in the wrong ; for
that it is Proprium Caloris attrabére, and
does beyond doubt attralt the gouty Matter.
I will not fay it was by this Man’s Ad-
vice, but that of one in the fame Way of
thinking, that a Perfon for whom I was
not long fince confulted, dipping his Foot

in Water, on the Approach of a Paroxy/i,
4 - was
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was the fame Evening feifed with a violent
Spafm on his Breaft, under which T found
him crying out, he was a dead Man, and
had brought his Death upon himfelf by a
rafh Experiment. When I had been in-
formed thereof, I could think of no other
Way of helping him, than by immedi-
ately dire¢ting dry Cups to his Feet, and
Blifters to his Legs, upon the very Foun-
dation of the Dr.’s Philofophy, 7. e. Propri-
um ¢ft Caloris attrabere, and thereby faved
my Patient ; for the next Morning, by that
time the Blifters took place, the Spaim
(for which I alfo dire&ted a large Dofe of
Sal Vol. C. C. in a warm cordial Draught)
left him, and he began to complain of a
Pain on the Joint of his great Toe, where
it was wont to feize him, and where pof-
{ibly a warm Flannel might have invited it
firft of all, and bave fecured him from the
Danger he underwent of forfeiting his Life
to fo hazardous an Experiment.

Every Man therefore fubject to this Ma-
lady, ought furely to be well pleafed when
it falls upon thofe Parts which Nature
feems to have appointed for it : Unlefs, as
I faid but now, we were Mafters of fome
[pecific Remedy that would deftroy the
very Effence thereof, left by Tranflation it
feize on others, and prove fatal. Paf-
fing this as a ncceffary Caution to gouty
People, _
& B 4 We
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We will haften to his Cure, which he
tells us may be effected without Opuats, to
which he owns bimfelf not only a Stranger,
but that be very much diflkes them.

Having fct down his Purge of Tamarinds,
Sena, szfbarb &c. and fhewed his Diflike
of Opium, he immediately {ubjoins the
following Engl b Receipt

“ Take Opium an Ounce Salt Petre and
¢« Tartar vitriolated, each fc:ur Ounces, I-
“ pecacuhanna an Ounce, Liquorith an
“ ounce; put the Salt Petre and Tartar
¢ into a red hot Mortar, ftirring them about
“ with a Spoon till they have done flam-
“ ing, then powder them fine, and {lice in
“ your Opium: grind thefe to a Powder,
“ and then mix the other Powders with
“ thefe ; the Dofe is from 40 to 6o or
“ 2o Grains in White-wine Poffet Drink,
¢ going to Bed.”

Is it poflible a Man fhould be o forget-
ful, as after he had told us a few Lines be-
forf: that he difliked Opiats, he fhould {fet
dav.n fuch a Jumble as this before us, in
the leaft Dofe of which, how weak foever
the Patient, he muft take four or five Grains
of Opium, and in the largeft, fix or feven ;
cnough to overfet almoft any Perfon what-
foever ? He fays indeed, that no Body can
have the Gout to that degree, but that a
Rebate may be given to his Pains: and
furely if iuch a Dofc of Opizm will not give

the
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the Rebate, what can? The Gentleman you
will find by all his Prefcriptions, is for ftrik-
ing at the Root, rather than not deftroy the
Difeafe he will kill the Patient, altho’ he
warrants any one that will take this plea-
fant, ealy Swdorific, how much foever af-
flicted therewith over Night, fhall be fet
upon his Legs the next Day, and brings
an Example of a Nobleman’s Servant, who
by the help of it, was on the Morrow in 2
pair of very ftrait Shoes (that we may have
Sl more of the wonderful) able to walk
from Albemarle to Cecil-ftreet, to return his
good Dotor Thanks; who asking him how
he did? replies, Never better in his Life.
The Anfwer made by moft of hus fick People,
after the Miracle is wrounght upon them.

I believe in all your reading, you never
met with the Powder of Liquorifh, nor yet
that of the frdian Root, among the Clafs
of Duaphoreticks : nor can you produce a
Pharmacopeia, that for a Rebater of Pain,
can match it. However, you have two
Strings given you to your Bow. If the S«-
dorific will not do, you are to take Myxn-
ficht’s Elixir Vitriolis but in its due Lati-
tude, that is a large Spoonful for a Dofe :
and if IV::zer will q;sewb Fire, he aflures
us, that this will put out in time that of the
Gout 5 it it does not, like the former, ex-
tinguifh alfo the Lamp of Life; tho’ there
are few Stomachs will fuffer that Quantity,

however
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however diluted, without throwing it up
again, as I was told by an Apothecary very
lately, where the Medicine had been thus
ordered by the Doctor, on the account of
an Hzmorrhage. The Remedy you know
is a very. good one, efpecially in a relaxed
Tone of the Ventricle, as happens by the
excefs in {pirituous Liquors, and the palled
Appetites of thofe who are conftantly tip-
ling of the fame. But then we are to con-
fider it may be carry’d to fuch Extremes,
as may induce even a Coagulum upon the
Blood itfelf, and corrugate the Fibres fo
as to make them rigid, and hinder the Se-
cretion of the Fluids thence, which Fluids
he fays are the Seat of all Difeafes. This
plainly fhews how little regard he has to
the Strifum & . Laxum of an animal Fibre,
upon which the Philofophy of hot and cold
Bathing are abfolutely founded, and by
- the not rightly attending to thefe different
States of the Solids, as much Mifchief, for
ought I know, may arife, as Good to our
People thus rafhly running on the Experi-
ments. :

This Elixir you will find is a darling Me-
dicine with the Doftor, and muft be al-
lowed, when properly dofed and fuitably
appropriated to the Nature of the Difeafe,
and the Condition of the Fibres, as it may
do much Good: {0 in one that is impro-
portionate, where the fame Fibres are al-

iy 7 " eady

— e
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ready over tenfe, or rigid: in Cholicks,
Cramps or Spalms of any kind, it may do
more Harm than Good, and ought at no
time to be given in o large a Quantity as
the Gentleman direéls it.

Of the Dropfy.

In treating of this Difeafe he feems as
much out of the Way as in the foregoing,
whether we refpe&t the Nature, or the
Cure thercof. He has indeed rightly diftin-
guifhed them as Afiitical, Tympanitical and
Anafarcous ; but when he tells us they are
all to be cured the fame Way, by purging,
and that the Patient is to go on purging,
till the Blood has recovered its Tone ; ’tis
manifeft he knows little of the Nature of
fome Dropfies. 'There are thofe indeed
which give way to Purgatives; and there
are others very much increafed thereby. If
the Vifcera are not firm or tight, or where
the Liver is {cirrhous, (the Cafe as well of
the Afiitical, but more frequently of the
Icteritions, complicate with this Diftemper)
the more you purge, the more you break
the Texture of the Blood, already in fufion,
deftroy its Balfam, increafe the Difeafe you
thus attempt to cure, and kill the Patient.

He fays, there are very few that have
been relieved by the Paracentefis, and I am
of Opinion he can give few Inftances of the

Tym-
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Tympanites, and fewer of a true Afecites,
that have been cured by his conftant purg-
ing. 1 have in another Place informed
you, that whatever is the fecretory Ductus
which fheds this Liquor, and makes a Pond
in the lower Fenter, the moft certain ex-
cretory one is the Zrochart, by which to
drain away the fame; and it is certainly
the Duty of every honeft Phyfician, who
finds his Attempt vain-to foder the Leak,
to keep his Patient’s Head above Water as
long as he can, and this Way to protrat
Life, rather than leave him to be drown’d,
however, upon dry Land. Many a Ship’s
Crew, this Gentleman muft needs know,
have been faved by emptying from the
Pump, and fome few (I with I could fay
more) have been entirely ranfomed by the
Operation, who had otherwife lnevltably
perithed. Be this as it will, it muft be
allowed of all, that a continued Courfe of
ftrong Purgation, as he directs, without
Corroboratives, particularly Bitters, and
others of like kind, to bind up the Com-
pages of the Blood, in this ftate of its fu-
{fion ; are indifpenfibly neceflary to be given
on the Days between fuch Purgation, and
without which, the Patient is fo far from
any likelihood of being emptied, that he

will fill the fafter.
The Anafarca, he fays, happens rarely in
comparifon of the Droply ; tho’ this is no,
f::thr:l
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other than a Dropfy of the Legs and
Thighs; and I think there are not many
Inftances to be given of the Dropfy, if we
except the true Aftites and Tympanites,
where thefe precede not that of the Belly.

I will now come to his Cure, fuch as
none furely, unlefs a Farrier, would have
prefcribed; his Converfation you know has
been much with Tars, and he thirl  the
moft tender Conftitutions of our Cit ens,
will- bear the fame rough handling, Eut
is it not ftrange, a Man who muft needs
by his Converfation among thefe Crea-
tures, have feen many Inftances of a true
Scurvy, fhould know {o little of its Ef-
fence, as to deny that it is other than °
a mere Name, under which Phyficians take
San&uary to conceal their Ignorance of
fome Difeafes ; for when, faith'he, p. ;1. (be-
ing minded to play upon the Word) they
meet with a Diftemper they know little of,
they call it a feurvy oney but 1 will here
enter his Purge.

Take an Ounce of Steel with as much crude
Antimony, and a quarter of a Pound of Diagre-
dinm, and make it into an Electuary, with what
Syrup you pleafe. -

And here, as I told you of his Sudorific,
I may defy you to match this allo, or give
one Example of fuch a Purgative, dofed
out by Spoonfuls. Yet, as an Encourage-

ment, he tells youof two Miracles wrought
by
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by fuch a Purge, if not the very fame,

tak.cn Night and Morning, ¢ The firft on
“ a Gentleman who had an Afthma, oc-
¢ cafioned by a Dropfy in his Breaft, which
« was emptied a Gallon or fix Qg.arts at a
« time, every Day; till the whole was drawn
« off : which being thus daily profecuted,

<« g5 the Doctor wifely obferves, it muft be
“ fuppofed he was foon freed from his
¢« Waters, and after enjoyed a better Health
« than for twenty Years before. The fes
¢ cond wasupon a Man who had Tumours
¢« on both his Knees; the Surgeons, he fays,
« call them White Swellings: One of thefe
« was an honeft Man, and finding he could
-« do him no good, fent him to the Bath,
« towhich Place he had reforted for twenty
« Years: At laft the Doltor was fent for,
«« who by his great Cunning found the Pa-
« tient had an Afiites, which he purged off
¢ together with the White Swellings; and
« enquiring after, underftood that he had
« 3 better Command of his Legs than fot
‘ the fame Space of Time with the former;
“ juft twenty Years paft.” For thefe two
Recoveries, Mr. Bradly * prefents you with
two more who died under the Operation
of his Hydragogue. The one a Gentleman of
Charatter and Reputation, in a good Pof?
under the King : for the quenching of whofc

-

® See Phyfeal and Philafopbical Remarks, p. 121 to 126.
Thirft
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Thirft, Anchovies and Bread with Buiter,
were ordered by the Doétor. The other, he
tells us, was Mr. Anthony Blay, Uncle 19
M. Elege at the Blue Pofts i Ruffel-ftreet,
Covent-Garden, from whom, he fays, be
bas the Account, with Authority to ufe thewr
Nawmes ; but indeed, whoever confiders the
Nature of the Remedy, and the Manner
of its Exhibition, will need no Arguments
nor yet Examples, to convince him, how
dangerous it muft be, thus taken twice 2
Day, efpecially to weak People and thofe
who are prone to Fluxes, when the vrepxa-
Sapric muft inevitably be the Confequence.

Such a Remedy as this was lately givenby
a famous Dropfy Doétor in this City, which
having fomething ‘peculiar in the Patient’s
Sentiments, as well as there isin the Doctor’s
Tafte for Phyfick, I will give a brief
Recital.

An elderly Gentlewoman being fivelled
in her Belly, the Cafe was {fuppofed to be
dropfical, and fhe was much importuned
by her Daughter to fend for a Phyfician.
She objected to this Propofal, Zhat if fhbe
was ordamed for Death, the Doctor’s help
would avail nothing : and if for Life, bis
Phyfick was unneceffary. Pray, Madam, re-
plies the Daughter, let us however try, if not
for your own, for my Satisfaltion. 'The
Dodtor (as he is called) was fent for, who
told her, he fhould order her a Purge,

| | that
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that in two or three times taking would
infallibly empty -all the Water, if it car-
ry’d it not off at once. The old Lady was -
prevailed on, and the Purge was taken; but
before Night fhe feemed expiring under the
Operation ; being plied with mulled Wine,
as well by the Mouth, as Glyfterwife, fhe
began to revive. Now, Child, fays fbe to
her Daugbhter, “tis plain had I not been or-
dained for Life, this Man had killed me. By
the belp of God, I will have nothing more to
do with bim; nor will I tempt ‘Providence
any farther. If he tomes agam, tell him, T
will take no moré of his Phyfick ; I know not
whether it has carryd off the Matter of the
Difeafe, but think I am more blown up than
before, and you know very well, had it conti-
nued but a few Minutes longer; what between
my Vomuting and Purging, it muft bave car-
#y'd off the Matter of my Life. 'The Do&or
came the next Day to know the Succefs ;
but finding a very cold Reception from the
young Lady (who imparted this Relation
to me with her own Mouth) retired in fome
Confufion.

You will fcarce believe what Defperado’s
in Phyfick our City of London aftords:
You told me once you had ventured to
give five Grains of Elaterium, with as much
more of Gutta Femon or Gamba. Alas,
Sir! our Empiricks will tell you that is

a Dofe for an Infant. 1 can fhew you a
Bill
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‘Bill upon an Apothecary’s File, wherein
the following was ordered for a poor Afi-
tical Wench, who died quickly after. There
is one Scruple of Diagredium, one Scruple
of Rofin of *falap, and as much Elaterium,
befides two or three Ounces of Decoét. Sene
Gereonis, and an Ounce of 8yr. de Spina
Cerv. in which the Doélor, tho’ he figns
the Patients, very prudently leaves out
his own Name. I proceed now to his
Account

Of the Diabetes.

This Difeafe, he fays, is rarelymet withal, the
be happened to be [ent for to two People, the fame
Day, who laboured therewith. What it isthat
mixing with the Blood can fo fuddenly fufe
it, and carry off the nutritious Particles
of the fame, by the Streiners of the Kid-
neys, he remains filent, and only tells us,
what every Body knows, and what its
Name imports, that zhe Urine is made in
profufe Quantity, and runs haftily through
the Body, that it is of a Violet Scent, with
an oily Subffance [wimming on the Surface,
the Patient is feverifb with great Thirft, and
Dejection of Spirit, and that when thefe
Symptoms mect they conftitute this Diftemper.

Yet in this Defcription, whilft he adds
fome which don’t belong thereto, he has
~ left out the principal Diagnoftick, I might
C fay
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fay the Pathognomonick, viz. the fweet or
honeyith Tafte, which in all I bhave met
with, deferving that Name, was never
wanting. 'The Colour alfo, which inclines
rather to a pale Cowflip, I might add fome-
thing as to Weight, for this being rather
lymphatic than fimply ferous, preponderates
Quantity for Quantity, the limpid or clear
Water of Hyfterical and Hypochondriacal
People. I have obferved a Pint, Wine
Meafure, of the former, to exceed by a full
Ounce the {ame Meafure of the laft; and
lately loft a lufty Woman, whofe Strength,

in {pite of all Endeavours, was run down
in five or {ix Days time. The Urine was
inodorous, no oily INubes fupernatant,
any, more than ¢_Zneorema {ufpended, or
Hypoftafis at the bottom; it was ponderous,
and had the true Digbetick tafte, viz. that
like Water wherein Honey had been dif=
folved. Mr. Mgffey in White-Chappel was
her Apothecary.

It is in this Chapter he falls foul upon
Dr. Wullis, for diftinguithing that very po-
pular Difeafe the Scxrvy, into a Salmo-
fulphureous and the Sulphureo-faline ; mak-
ing the fame no more than nominal, or a
mere Subterfuge of Ignorance, as we re-
marked above. Here are two Miracles
wrought for the Confirmation of this Cure,
the one upon a Sea-Surgeon fick thereof]
and confined to his Cabbin. The Doctor,
. fays



Legacy furoeyd. 19
fays he, preftntly found out his ‘Difeafe, and
fent him what he thought proper (tho’ he has
not thought proper to tell us what it was)
from Shove, two or three ‘Days after the Sur-
geon comes 1o veturn the Doltor Thanks, and
to let him know what a Mivacle he bad
wrought ; for that be did now pancratice
valere, which is the fame thing, you know,
as laying, he was as well as ever in bis Life,
The fecond Miracle was on a Perfon recomn-
mended to him by a Nobleman, who in few
Days after (fo fure was he of Succefs) e
ordered to meet him at bhis Grace's Houf?,
where be gwe his Grace Thanks (thefe are
the Do&or’s own Words) for beng perfectly
recovered. Having given us thefe two In-
ftances, he fays,

There needs nothing more to be done for
the Cure of this ‘Dgﬂ’czﬁ, which bas hitherto
puzzled Phyficians in all Ages, (tho’ in the
firft, when People lived more temperate,
and debauched lefs with {pirituous Liquors,
it is probable the Difeafe appeared not)
than to drink a quarter of a Pint of Alum
Poffet-drink. firft and laft, made as [trong as
your Stomach <will bear it : This be has expe=
rienced for thirty-five Tears, and does not re-
member that it ever faled.

This, Sir, you know is the Country Peo-
%V ’s Remed for the Cure of an Ague.

hat it may d::} in the Diabetes, 1 know

not, having never try’d it, tho' I fhall the
Ca firft
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firft Opportunity I meet with, where it
may be done with Safety. T am fure it is
fitteft for ftrong Habits, and that there are
Contra indicantia to its ufe, {fuch as menftrual
Suppreflion in Women, the Anbelitus diffi-
cilis, and divers others: Nor to be plain
with you, my Friend, can I readily liften
after a Remedy recommended from a Quar-
ter, where Sincerity in the ftating of Faélts
is fo much wanting, and where fo few of
thofe Remedies can be tried without hazard
of the Patient’s Life.

Of a Confumption.

His account of this Diftemper is of a
Piece with the reft, whether going before
or following, I mean inconfiftent with
Truth, and contradictory to all rational
and found Praltice. He knows it feems
of no Chronical Sicknefs, thatis, inflamma-
tory, unlefs this; but he forgets the Ne-
phritic Illnefs, where there is 2 Stone too
big to pals, which is often chronic and alfo
inflammatory. ‘There 1s a Salt and a fiery
hot Scorbutus, notwithftanding the Gentle-
man’s making merry with the Word, ma-
nifeft by the Blotches and puftulary Erup-
tions, the great Heat and Thirft attending,
with the lixivial Urine ; by which for want
of timely Aid, I have feen fome Patients
dry’d up as it were to Skin and Bones.

The
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The humonral Rbeumatifin or ArthritisVago,
as he calls it, alfo the 7awundice are both
chronical and inflammatory, if we may
judge by the attending Heat, the Thirft
and high-coloured Urine; but this by the
Way only of fhewing the Gentleman’s
want of Knowledge, or his Forgetfulnefs
I would believe rather.

In' the Cure, he very prudently advifes
every Thing fhould be avoided, that may
heighten the Inflammation, or drive the
Blood too faft through the Lungs: for
which End inftead of Syrups' and Oils,
which he tells us do a great deal of Mii-
chief, the Patient is to take Annife feeds with
Salt of Steel, made into Pills with Lucatellus
Balfam ; for the fame purpole, i. ¢, abating
this inflammatory State of the Blood, and
quicting or taking of its Impetus thro’ the
refpiratory Organs, he may make ufe of the
Cold Bath; or he may take Quick-filver,
which is the moft beneficial Thing in the
World.

But really I can’t fee to what End either
internal or externalg Regimen fhould be
laid down, when he places the whole
Strefs upon Bleeding frequently repeated,
and performs all his Miracles of this kind
this Way.. Thus he inftanceth in a Ne-
phew of Sir George Cafwell’s, whofe Lungs
(if you can believe him) were apparestly
apoficimated, as appeared from the corvupt and

C 3 fetid
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fetid Matter, with colliquative Sweats and
Loofenefs 5 bringing up large Quantities of
Blood, almoft equal to a Fomicay this is the
firft Pomica 1 have heard of, throwing up
Blood. He was blooded every other Day,
and after fent to the Cold Bath, to try,
fince bleeding would not, if that would
kill him ; but the young Gentleman, re-
ferved for better Things, velex Luto fingu-
lari formatus, ftood the Shock of both.
Another Wonder is wrought upon his
Neighbour's Servant, who in a Pleurify
loft 260 Ounces of Blood, before his Pain
left him. Yet it was thought by others
a great Marter (he fays) that my Lord
Sunderland loft only the odd fixty, and
dy’d, (as he would have us believe) for want
of lofing the 200. There is yet another
Miracle wrought upon a Surgeon in /#or-
cefter(bire, whom the Dotor advifed (/o far
gome in a Confumption that be conld not fiand
alone) to draw off fix Ounces of Blood every
Day for a Fortnight, if he lived fo long;
otherwife he need lofe but five ; then every
other Day, then f:verg' third and fifth Day
for the fame time, and under the like Pro-
vifo of his living out thetime ; this, he fays,
was in the Month of Novewber. And in
the March following, like a grateful Man,
he rode forty-feven lofg Miles, to return
the Do&or Thanks for trying this Experi-
ment upon him ; (lor he owns himfelf it

was
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was the firft time of his making the fame)
after this he recovers another by the fame
Method, bleeding him fifty times in all
Three of thefe Experiments 1 have known
made within thefe three Months, and every
cne died, in likelihood, {ooner alfo than
otherwife they had done,

I have no Objection to make againft this
leifurely Way of ventilating the Lungs, at
the firft Appearance of a Heétick, in order
to prevent the Tubercles beginning to in-
flame, from Apoftemation; but after fuch
Abfcefs, or an Ulcer formed in the Lobes,
efpecially attended with the melting Sweats
and Loofenefs that bring up'the Rear, and
finith the Tragedy at the clofe; or when
the Difeafe is confirmed, it muft be ha-
zardous, were it for no other Reafon than
that of haftening a Droply, the laft Symp-
tom (he fays himfelf) that comes on, a few
Days before the Patient’s ‘Death.  But what-
ever he may be in as to his Condition, the
Phyfician is certainly in Extremis, in {o fre-
quent repetition, and {o long a continu-
ance in the repetition of the Operation,
unlefs the Pulfe holds out, or the Patient
inftead of finding himfelf funk, is rather
relieved thereby.

Before I quit this Chapter, I cannot pafs
the Account he gives us thereof; in which
there feems fomething of the Profound;
but whether Senfec or Nonfenfe, do you

C 4 Jadge.
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judge. It begins, faith he, with a violent
« Cough, and is always attended with an
“ inflamed Mafs of Blood, except in con-
“ yulfive Cafes ; and as the Lungs are all
« Bronchia (pray obferve) or little Air
“ Bladders of the Afpera Arteria, when
“ we infpire the inflamed Part, or what
“ we fee on the top of the Blood, which
“ the Phyficians term Pleuritical, is Rrained
« from the Mafs, which being left in thofe
“ Air Bladders, occafions a great Shortnefs
“ of Breath, till by violent Coughing or
¢« frequent Succuffions of the Lungs, it is
“ brought off. If this Matter continues,
¢ it inflames the Lungs, till at laft they are
“ impoftumated ; and then the Patient’s
“ Cafe becomes defperate.”

Now furely as to this, whatever a Man
infpires, he muft take out of the Atmo-
fphere, or the Air furrounding him; and if
there are no inflamed Particles therein, he
can infpire none fuch; to tallk of a Man’s
infpiring what lies cither on the top or
bottom of his Blood is direé¢t Nonfenfe, nor
is it poflible he fhould cough up an In-
flammation on the Parts, rather by the
Succuflion, as he terms it, of the fame, the
Inflammation will be increafed, and an
Abfcefs haftened in fome Tubercle, firft in-
flaming, and then, as before faid, turning
to Matter, but without the need of any
Strainer to filter it from the reft of the

Mafs,
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Mafs. ’Tis the continual Motion the
Lungs are under that renders all Solutions
of their continuity fo difficult of Union;
and when an additional one, as by Cough-
ing, is added to their Tonic, or that of
their Contraction and Dilatation, the Pa-
tient, as I faid but now, will be fo far
from getting rid of his Inflammation b
means of his Cough, that both Abfcefs and
Ulceration will be hazarded. When the firft
of thefe is burft, he may then cough up
the Matter, but inftead of getting help will
find the Ulcer flill daily increafe, till he is
deftroyed thereby.

Of an Afthma.

In his Defcription of an Afbma, 1 find
him very brief, nor does he mention one
Word of Quickfilver as a Remedy for the
fame ; tho’ it is chiefly upon that Account
it is now cried up as famous among the
People. ’Tis poflible this Difcovery has
been but lately made, or fince he reccived
his Letter from Elquire Balam, to whom
. he had advifed it ; otherwife he had {urely
made a great Flourifh therewith upon the
fame Topick ; inftead of which not {o much
as one Miracle is inferted. That Letter
doubtlefs was to fupply the Place. What
his dry’'d Toad may do at thefe times I
know not, nor I believe himfelf ; but I

cannot
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cannot think his Salt of Steel, however
mixt with Caftor, on account of its Stipti-
city, can be fuitable to any Afthma, whe-
ther Nervous, or, as he terms it, Convul-
frve, any more than to that he calls San-
guinary, but means, I fuppofe, the Hu-
maﬂm{: for a true [anguinary Afthma, I
know of none unlefs the Peripnenmony
and where his Gout Purge which he recom-
mends, will, I fear, do but little Service;
but if Quick-filver be the Specifick in thefe
Cafes, what neced of Zoeads, of Steel with
Caftor, or of Gout Purge cither? -

Of the Jaundice.

This Difeafe, faith our Phyfician, pro-
ceeds from an Obftruction of the Duétus
Choledochus, which leads from the Gall (#5¢
contained Part is here put for the contaning,
or the Bile stfelf, in place of the Porus or Vefica
Jellis) to the inteftine Duodenum ; whence
the [aid Bile not paffing there, leaves the Or-
dure white ; when the Ordnre is not white,
it may be feared the Cafe is complicate : this
he calls a Symptomatical Jaundice, which is
never to be cured by Ittericks, or fuch Re-
medies as are commonly ufed i the Faun-
dice. ‘

By this it appears how imperfet an
Idea he has of this Diftemper; for if any
Jaundice may be termed Sympromatical,

that
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that from a Stop by fome faline€oncretions
in the Chole Dué#, has the faireft Pretence,
which being removed by Diureticks and
Saponaceons Deobfiruents, the Bile has again
its Paffage to the Gut as formerly, and the
Symptom ceafes; whilft an eflential or ori-
ginal Jaundice is more deeply rooted, as in
the Subftance of the Liver itfelf, For
when this /7%ftus is grown Icirrhous (7/e
confequence of drinking Drams and other [pi-
rituous Liguors) its Glandules are unable
any longer to fecern the bilious Juice, or
tranfmit the fame by the Poras bilarius
to its proper Storchoufe the Vefica, any
more than by the fame to convey it to the
faid Ductus Choledochus and Communis,
whence regurgitating into the Mafs of
Blood, it muft unavoidably tinge all Parts
of the Body; the Serum overfated with
its Salts, no longer able to pals the Renal
Filtration, returns alfo, and by its Acri-
mony as well as Plenitude, burits open the
containing Veflels, and raifes a Droply {fome-
times (as the Doltor takes nectice) He-
morrhbages enfue by the Nofe and Mouth, by
Stool and Urine, from the bioken Texture
of the Blood, which put an end to the
Patient’s Life; but a true /emica, which
is a Collettion of Pus in the Lobes of the
Lungs, contained in a Cyflis, {formed out of
its veficular Subftance, accompanying this
Difeafe, I haye not met with, nor I be-

lieve
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lieve the Dotor neither, however he has
mentioned it among the Symptoms. This
commonly enfues upon fome large Tubercle
apoftemating, orhas been the refult of an In-
" flammation on the faid Part, asin the Cafe
of the Peripnenmony. |

We come now to the Cure, in which, as
in all others, running counter to the com-
mon Pratice, he fets at naught the ufual
Anti-Iiteric Remedies, fuch as Rbubarb,
Turmerick, Barberry Bark, with fome o-
thers, which he mentions only to fhew #us
upon what a weak Foundation Men venture
their Lives ; and when he has [een Gentlemen
far gone at the Bath with this Difeafé, he
tells us, he bas been much concerned to think
how [mall a Progrefs bas been made in the
Art of Healing.

Now to make up this Deficiency, and
fupply a better Method of Cure; having
firft reminded you of the weak and infirm
Crafis of the Blood, and the as great Weak-
nefs of its containing Veflels, their Prone-
nefs, as he rightly obferves, to let out the
fame by the Noftrils from the Veflels of
the Head ; by the Mouth from thofe of
the Lungs; by Stool from the Inteftines;
and by Urine from the Kidneys: You are
to give the Patient eight Grains of Turbith
Mineral in Gruel or Peflet-drink ; and if he -
holds out under the firft Dofe, repeat the
fame four or five Days after,

Would
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Would not any Man think the Doétor
~muft be mad, under fuch a Condition as
well of the Solids as Fluids, to preferibe
a Remedy fo likely to tear both in pieces,
and to bring on thofe very Hzmorrhages he
“defcribes fo fatal to the fick. He {feems
indeed aware of Mifchief by the Shock,
and therefore to clofe the Breach, if it
fhould fall out, he direéts his Acid of Vi.
triol between whiles. Who can appear
unmoved at fuch notorious Praltice? as
fatal in the End as a Stab into the Heart
or Lungs. '

N.B. There is no Miracle [et down bere,
as it muft have been, had any Cure been
wrought m an bepatic Icterus by this Method.

- Of the Stone.

The Stone, it {eems, is an exquifite Pain
on the Ureters or Neck of the Bladder 5 as if
they meant one and the fame Thing ; or if
not, I defire to know which of the com-
mon People (for whofe Ufe this Book was
written) knows where his Ureters are {eat-
ed ; or will be able to diftinguifh the Com-
plaint from a Cholick Pain ? Or how is the
young Phyfician (if any f[uch were wmad
enongh to take ovr Author for his Guide) to
difference this exquifite Pain on the Neck
of the Bladder, from an Ulcer on the fame
Part, than which nothing is more com-

7 : mon.
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mon. There is ftill fomewhat' more re«
markable on this Head, v:z. that we have
not on¢ Word of the Stone in the Kidneys,
or any of its Diagnofticks, but only of the
Ureters and Bladder, which neverthelefs he
terms Nephritis; anlIndication fome will fay
of his Ignorance of the Etymon of that Word,
his very definitive Term ; elfe furely he would
not fubftitute a Difeafe peculiarly appropri-
ate to the Kidney, for one of the Bladder.
Concerning which, neither has he given us
one univocal Sign, by which rightly to dif-
criminate from the Ulcer. aforefaid, of the
fame Part: Nowe of the d?'ﬁ-‘f’t'?!fﬂf; inter=
rupted Siveam, or full Stop, efpecially piffing
in the ereit Poftuve; the Shme and Mucus
often proceeding ; the pinching of the Penis in
young Children, upon. thear Needings to the
arinary Excretion, particularly towards the
Extremity ; the inverted Pofture of their Legs,
which they frequently crofs under their Ago-
nies ; ther flraming backwards alfo at the
tume of thew Needings forward ; with many
other Incidents in their Geftures and Beha-
viour at fuch times, to guide an Artift in
delivering his Opinion, where the Search
by the Catheter will not be admitted; or
the Stone fo fituate as to efcape it. . A-
mong thefe give me leave to add one com-
municated to me many Y ears paft, by thofe
two famous Lithotomifts Cypriamus -and
Groenuvelt, that they had never obferved an

adult
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adult Perfon who bad a Stone of any confi-
derable Bulk, more efpecially a rough one, that
would ever fit plunb down, as other People,
upon any wooden Bench or Chair ; but lei-
jﬁre{r and with Caution, looking as it were
behind them s for that in [uch Site of the Body,
the Stone gave Uneafine(s by its Preffire to-
wards the Perineum.

As to the Caufe of this Difeafe, the cold
Stomach, with hot Reins, Crudities or Indi-
geftions thefe are all Words of Courfe ;
both Procatartic as well as Proximate, be-
ing very much a fecret and hidden from
us ; the cold Kidney with the hot Sto-
mach and good Digeftion, (if the Stomach
bas any Share therein) have afforded Inftan-
ces of this Diftemper, the Bladder having
little Blood, is confequently, Czteris partibus
comparatis, cold: Yet here, tho' the Nu-
clews drops down from the Pelvis of the
Kidney, the Stratum [uperftratum 1is accu-
mulated from the Matter, whatever it be,
Phlegmatic or Slimy, Saline, Terreftrions or
Tartarous petrifying therein.

There is no one will deny but that a weak
Concoétion of the Stomach, an unaltive
Life, courfe and vifcid Aliment, whether
Meats or Drinks, may predifpofe: Yet we
find that People of quite differing Confti-
tutions, and in differing Ways of Life, are
prone thereto; and that Children, whofe
Diet is commonly the moft fimple, are the

“ moft
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moft common Subjeds of the Difeafe, at
leaft in whom the Primordia thereof are
laid, and in whofe Bladders the fabulous
Particles begin to grow lapidefcent.

Some will have the Matter of the Gout
to bear affinity with that of the Stone, whe-
ther in the Bladder or Kidney; but cer-
tainly without Reafon or Foundation; the
firft being Cretaceons and friable, the laft
hard almoft as the Fofiil, whence it is deno-
minated. 'Tis true, that gouty People are
fometimes affliCted with this Difeafe, from
their unaétive Life, and often tedious Con-
finement to their Beds under their gouty
Paroxyims ; whence the calculous Matter
being detained and accumulated, may lay
a Foundation for another more cruel Dif:
cafe than the former. But neither is this
a conftant or ftanding Rule, becaufe many
gouty People, altho’ long time confined-
thereby, are free from the Stone.

It is his Opinion, that the Stone coming
down from the Kidney, immediately ad-
beres to the inward Membrane of the Blad-
der, where, like a Snow-ball, st gathers the
finer part of the Sand, till at laft - feparatin
from its Cyftis, it falls down upon the Nec
of the Bladder. And now (faith he) there
1s nothing to be done without Lithotomsy.
 As to which, altho’ there have been {ome
few Inftances of this Adhefion, I am incli-
nable to believe nineteen out of twenty

Stones
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Stones taken out of the Bladder, never did
adhere, but always lay loofe from the time
of their falling through the Ureter there-
into, if they had not their Prima Staming
therein, as their regular Coats and Incru.
ftations feem evidently to demonftrate,
But I fear I have detained you too long in
thefe Remarks, which were to thew the con-
fufed Idea our Phyfician has of moft, if not all
the Difeafes, of which he here offers an Ac-
count. We will now haften to his propofed
Cure, in which you will find him alike incon-
fiftent even with his own Indications for the
fame ; but before I touch thereon, I fhould
have been glad he would have acquainted
us with his Menftruum, which, he fays, will
diffolve the Stone held in one’s hand ; but
that the force of a Medicine is loff before it
can reach the Bladder, that round about I¥ay
by the Blood. Yet if his Menfirrum be
harmlefs, he could not be ignorant furely
r;f a dire® Way to the Bladder, by the
Catheter, through whofe Cannula from a
§yphon, the fame might be injeGted there-
into; but I fear his Men/fruum 1s like many
f his other Medicines, too dangerous for
he Experiment.
“ As to the Cure of this Difeafe ; 4e
“ rightly obferves there is little good to
¢ be done unlefs by fuch Remedies as lu-
¢ bricate, that is, foften, dilate and fmooth

' the Paflages ; it is a common Method
(he
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(he [ays alfo) “ to give ftrong Diureticks
« but thefe, by their Irritations, will rather
« contra& th¢ nervous Coats of the Ure-
¢ ters, and do huart.”

Now in order to lubricate thefe Parts,
you muft give your Patient a large Spoon-
ful, half' an Ounce at leaf?, of the Balf: Ca-
pivi, in a Glafs of Wine, (mix it how you
can) than which as there are not many more
powerfully diuretic, {fo few that have great-
er Heat and Stlmulus, whence inftead of
lubricating, they muft ablojutely more in-
flame and corrugate thofe nervous Coats.
Caveat _Lgrotus hic, & ut a tali Medico,
in Cafu tals, libevetur, precat. :

His Pigeons Gizzards -and Peach-flowers,
gathered to Perfection; are furely by much
the fafeft; and as they feem not calculated
to do much good, fo neither will any harm |
accrue thereby; which is more than I can
{ay of the generality of his Remedies.

“ Thefe Peach-flowers, he fays, he has
« known to do Extranrdinary Thmgs in the
¢ Gravel, and equally beneficial to gouty
“ Perfons ; but that an Ounce of Quick-
¢ filver taken every Morning for a Month
“ will perform ftll greater Wonders :’
and fo it might for ought I know, if 11:!
reached the Ureters; but I have not }FE’l:i
heard of any of our mercurlal People that}
have met with it in the Chamber—pﬁt. |

g

~
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Of the Palfj.

He is now entering (as he tells us) upen
nervous Difeafes, and begins with the Palfy,
of which there are feveral Species, very
caly (according 1o this knowing Man) not
only differenced, but explained. The firft
he takes notice of is

The Hemiplegia.

This he enters on with a Flourith con-
cerning the Munificence of Nature, or her
“ Bounty in having made a double Provi-
“ fion for us of two Eyes, two Ears, twa
“ Kidneys, ¢¢. that in Cafe the one thould
r be injured by fome Accident, there might

¢ be another left; and amongft the Dua-
““ lity he forgets not that we have two
(¢ Teftes, about which the old Gentleman
*“ makes a {mutty Reflettion, concerning
(¢ the Mabometan Women.
~ The Difeafe when recent, is foon cured
according to him, tho’ not fo deemed by
thers, who know " more of it) by fuch
emedies as open the Obftruétions of the Nerves,
hat the ammal Spirits may recover a free
affage, and the Senfe be reffored to ithe
arts. How and by what means thefe
Nerves come to be obftructed, what thele
@animal Spirits are, or how Senfation is per-
D formed,
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formed, he prudently conceals. His Mafter
Sydenham, who, I dare fay, knew as much
of thefe Difeafes as he, being once asked,
why he had not treated of them in the
fame manner as of other Chronic Difeafes ?
anfwered, becaufe he did not underftand
them. As to theCure, he blifters the Arm,
the Leg, and Thigh of the Side affected. A
wonderful Conceflion this! from a Perfon
- who takes no notice of them in many Cafes
where they are as much indicated ; and in
{fome where he crics out againft them, tho’
contrary to our daily Experience of the
great Benefit refulting to the Sick from
them. His Remedies are Mercur. Dul. and
Cinnabar of Antimony, and one very good one
taken in great part from Dr. Sydenbam *,
from whom had he copied all the reft, and
left out his own, he had bequeathed a much
better Legacy to his Countrymen.

Here 1s one Miracle wrought upon an
old Gentlewoman in London, the only one,
I fuppofe, he had to produce in this City :
he could give us more, it feems, but they
arec at fome Diftance from London, altho’
many of his Wonders have been wrought
in much more remote Places.

Every candid and fair Pra&itioner, who
keeps a juft Regifter of his Practice, will
fend us to the Dead as weH as to the Living;

* See Sydenbam of the Gout.
that
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that is, they will tell us honeftly where
their Method failed them, as well as where
they had Succefs. Nor is it any Difpa-
ragement to the beft Phyfician, if two or
three out of four or fix, thould, under thefz
difficult Cafes, fink under his Dire&ion,
But our Miracle Mongers will not let us
know one Word of thefe Mifcarriages ;
their Defign being to infinuate into the
People’s Heads, that no Perfon can die
where they have the fole Management,
Does the Gentleman think that any Phy-
fician of his ftanding, tho’ of much larger
Experience, is not able to give him five,
I might {ay ten times the Number of fick
Perfons recovered under this Diftemper ?
When perhaps two or three times that
Number, through the Violence thereof,
without any Refletion upon his judgment
have been taken off thereby.

St. Vitus’s Dance

Admits the fame Cure with the Palfy ;
and according to this learied Man’s Obfer-
vation, never wears off without proper Means.
A great Difcovery this! tho’ I have known
more Children recovered by the Cold Bath
than by all other Means whatever ; and
it fhould {feem the Doctor had found no
proper Means for the Cure, or had never
met with the Difeafe unlefs in -Books; for

we have not one Miracle recorded.
D ; of
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Of the Apoplexy.

A Difeafe, he allows very remarkable
as well as fatal; yet in a Courfe of forty-
feven Years Practice, he has, info very com-
mon a Difeafe, met with no more than two.

He begins his Account with informing
us, that whatever affects the Head muft be
either Inflammatory, Convulfive or Acciden-
tal, asfrom Contufions, Bruifes, and the like ;
as if Contufions were lomewhat more or
lefs than Bruifes ; and he might with equal
Truth have faid, whatever befalls the Tail,
muft arife from the fame Caufes. For be-
fides others, there is nothing more com-
mon than to have ferous or watery Hu-
mours, as well on the outfide, as on the
infide of the Cranium, laying often a Foun-
dation for {foporofe Diftempers. Phlegma-
tic Humours falling in upon the Origin of
the Nerves, as in the Pally, and the Dif=
cafe before us, may at fome times deftroy
the Patient without either Inflammation,
Convulfion or Contufion.

There are two Caufes he tells us far-
ther of this Diftemper, Blood extravafate in
the cortical Part of the Brain, or Convulfions
obftructing the animal Spirits. In the firft
he may be right, but not always; in the
laft he places the Effe@ for the Caufe; for
there muft be fuppofed fome Caule of thefe
“ ; s Convulfion s
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Convulfions, whether Repletion or Inanition,
or a Vis irvitativa, offending fome Parts of
the Genus Nervofum. As to the particular
Part of the Cerebrum or Cerebellum, af-
fe&ted in thefe Difeafes, or the real CHL-u,,
producing them; 1 am well fatisfied we are
much in the dark. In the Heads 1. have
diffected, which to the beft of my remem-
brance have been five or fix, in one (a very
fanguine Perfon) there was Extravafation of
Blood; in one other a large Quantity of
Serum only, in the Ventricles ; in the reft,
tho’ the Veflels of the Pz Mater, fcemed
as it were diftended; yet I found not
otherwife the leaft of any Extravalation,
or any Thing elle difcernible, that could
thus inftantly eclipfe the vital Function,
and put an end to life, tho I carefully
turned over the whole Encephalus for that
.End and Purpofe.

The Cure c::f this lemi he attempts
by what he calls bigh Bic’m'z;g, then gives
.ME’?‘E. D. with Cinnabar of Antimsny, made
into a Bolus with Conferve of Hipps: A
likely Medicine to be fwallowed by a Per-
fon under a Fit of an Apoplexy ! Whilft
he mentions not one Word of Blfterimg,
Cupping, [barp Chftering or Vomuting, which
in phlegmatic Habits, does more ‘than all,
to roufe the torpid Senis:s, and make Re-
vulfion from the Head.- We are to fup-
pole, the two Apopleciicks the Do@or was

D4 - called
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called to, died of this Difeafe, or elfe
doubtlefs we fhould have had an Account

of the Miracle wrought upon one or
both.

The Falling Sicknefs.

If the Apoplexy is difficultly underftood,
no lefs certainly is this Difeale. 'The Diag-
noftick Sign, or what diftinguifheth this
from the former and all other Convulfions,
our Phyfician will have to be this, that the
Patient always falls backwards: W hether or
no this is to imply that the Apopletic falls
forwards, I know not; but have given an
Inftance * elfewhere of a young Gentle-
woman long afflited with Epileptic Parox-
yfms, falling forwards upon the Grates of
a Stove, and miferably burnt thereby : and
upon Enquiry ‘I never could underftand
but that whatever Pofture the Patient hap-
pened to be in at the time of Seizure, the Bocf
fell that Way where the Overpoife thereof
moft favoured or directed.

Tho’ we have no Wonder wrought here
any more than in the former, yet bating
fome of his Defcriptions of thefe nervous
Difeafes, he has formed a better Rationale
for the Cure, however exceedingly defec-
tive in fome prime Indications, than in
moft of the reft,

* D¢ Merbis Cutaneis Chapter of Burns.

Hypochon-

e S s
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Hypochondriacal and Hyfterical Difeafes.

The Hiftory of thefe Difeafes is borrowed

from Sydenbam ; 1 with (as I had faid but
now) he bad purfued him in his Methodus
Medends ; inftead of this, he is cavilling only
at Phyficians, who, he fays (but fays it at
random) that they begin the Cure with Bleed-
ing, Purging, Vomiting and Bliftering ; after
that in the fame loofe Strain, he acquaints
his Reader, they have recourfe to Fon-
tanels, Steel, Bitters, Opiates and the like,
all diretly contrary to the Praclice, he
means the Defcription (for there is not one
Syllable of any Praétice entered) he has fet
‘down. Steel in fubftance, he tells us, is
' very pernicious to human Bodies, witnefs
'the daily Benefit Cachetic People and
Chlovatic Virgins receive by it; but if Steel
in Subftance is fo very pernicious, is it
not very ftrange our Phyfician himfelf
fhould prefcribe it? as you will find he has
done in his Chapter of the Dropfy. Bitzers
rarely have their defired Effects. Opiates
only palliate, and at the [ame time give deeper
Root to the Difeafe. The laft Remcedies are
Bath Waters, and thefe, he owns, are really
Zood 1o repair decayed Spirits.

When he has thus rallied the Phyficians,
he fums up the whole with this wonderful
Difcovyery, that the only help which can be

adminiftred,
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adminiftred, muft be by Deoppilatives, Strength-
eners of the Stomach, and [uch as belp Di-
geftion without any Evacuation. As if Steel
Medicines and Bitters were out of this
Clafs, or prefcribed by Way of Evacuation.
When Natureis redundant, youare to give half
a large Spoonful of Mynficht’s Elixir Vitrioli
in half a Pint of fair Water, or of Eaton’s
Styptec, when deficient, Salt of Steel with
Extraét of Rue. 'Thus without any Notice
taken of the Gums, either in Subftance or
Solution, Caflor, Volatile Salis or Spirits ;
which do more in {fupprefling the hyfterical
Suffocation, and reducing the inordinate
Motion, the Araxy (as he calls it) of the
animal Spirits, than all the reft; he con-

cludes with a very idle Remark, that zhe

Indians i the Molucca Iflands, and the La-

dies at Smyrna, take Quickfilver, an Ounce |

every Day, to prevent Barrennefs.

Tho’ here was as fair an Opportunity to

have fet down his Neurcticks, his Deoppila-

trves, Strengtheners of the Stomach, and Helpers |

of Digeftion ; yet finding doubtlefs he could |
- not give usany better than were in com-

mon ufe, he prudently conceals them, as
well as the Notice of any wonderful Cure
he had cffeéted by them.

of
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Of the Greenficknefs.

From his Account of this Difeafe, we
are to fuppofe the {fame, in great Meafure
at leaft, derived from ftrait Lacing, and the
eating of ripe Fruit. By the firft the Fuices
of the Stomach ave depraved, by the laft Ver-
micular Ovaria (as he terms them) being
lodged therein, are vivified, which he con-
cludes. muft be the Cafe, for that the mift
offenfive and moft dangerous Species of all Ver-
mmine, are not vifible to the naked Eye; and
hence with a Caution to his Countrywomen,
that they would follow the Example of thofe
barbarous and [avage People where he has:
been (and by his Carriage to others one
might think had been brought up) i wot
Juffering their little Ones to be laced, he gives
leave _;‘g:;'r their eating as many [our Apples,
Pears and Plumbs, as they pleafe, in order to
deflroy the vermine Parents of this Diftemnper,
who hone thus after the Leather of old
Trunks, Woollen and Linnen Rags, Cork,
Nﬂ;ﬂ:re!fs, and almoft every Thing  that a
healthy Stomach (where none of thefe Ova-
ria have made their Nidi in order to vi-
vily) wauld veally naufeate.

Having laid down this Theory of the
Greenficknefs, *tis no wonder he fhould de-
claim wpon the Virtues of Quickfilver

therein,
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therein, and bring two eminent * Vouchers
for the great Virtues (tho’ not in this Dif-
eafe) of one of its Preparation, the ¢ 4-
thiops Mineral. After this he acquaints us
with what no Man in his Senfes will believe
one tittle of, that many thoufand Subjects are
lof¢ yearly to the Crown, by the taking of Gaf-
coin’s Powder, whereas Quickfilver, he does
aver 1t for Gofpel truth, never hurt one Patient 5
and giving us another Flourith upon zhe
Virtues of Acids in Fevers, as great Coolers,
keeping the Fluids pure and free from Corrup-
tion, powerful agamft cutancons ‘Defilements ;
he concludes this Chapter of the Green-
ficknefs in the following manner.

1 know ne Method more proper than whas
is bere laid down 5 that is, unripe Fruit and
Quickfilver, where Nature is wanting.

If any Man can produce fuch a Hiftory
either of Cachexy or Chlorofis, fince the In-
fancy of Phyfick, as is here fet down, I
fhould be furprized : What a dangerous
Guide is here for young Praétitioners, bi-
gotted to this new fangled Method of
Practice? What Injury to private Families
muft accrue by fuch Advice in regard to
their Daughters over run with this Diftem-
per ? Where inftead of Vomiting firft of
all with the Ipecacubanna, to unload the

. *® Freind and Cheyne,
- Stomach,
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Stomach, and {cour its pluthy Coat of the
phlegmatic Saburra therein impaéed, and
after by fome Alvetick Remedy, fuch as the
Tinctura Sacra, to warm the faid Part, and
at the fame time to move gently the re-
maining Filth by the common Road of the
Inteftines : - inftead of opening the ob-
ftruéted Tubes, by inciding and attenua-
ting Medicines, fuch as the Bitters; and,
laftly, inftead of firengthening the Tone
of the Blood, as well as that of the Fibres
in general now torpid, dull and languid,
fcarce able to propel the Fluids through
their {feveral Canals, by Chalybeats added to
thofe Bitters; they are to adminifter Aeids,
which by their Coldnefs and Stypticity,
muft fix the Malady and render the Dif=
cafe incurable. Whether this be moving
according to his boafted Maxim of Contra-
ria Contrariis, whilft he is direCting a cold
Remedy to a cold Malady, let himfelf
determine: And whether or no what we
have here faid of Auds, may not alfo be
applied to his Quickfilver : Which however
capable of dividing vifcid Humours, yet
neither ftrengthens the mufcular Coat of
the Stomach, nor gives additional Heat
thereto ; very prime Indications under the
prefent Confideration..

The laft Summer I was called by Mr.
Pretty, an Apothecary in Shoreditch, to vifit
a Neighbour’s Daughter, about eleven or

twelye
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twelve Years of Age, as I remember, by
whofe pale Lips and white or rather green-
ith Afpe&t, I foon perceived what her Di-
frtemper was.  She bad the ufual Laffitude or
Unwillingnefs to flir, the Straitue(s of Breath
upon [tirving about Houfe, more efpecially going
up Stairs, Pain at ber Stomach with loathing
to Food ; Palpitation at Heart, with flrong
Vibration of the Arteries about the Sides of
ber Neck and at her Temples. 1 enquired
whether fhe had been dabbling with Trafth
of any kind, fo caftomary in thefe Cafes;
but the (like the reft of them) would own
nothing, _

I began her Cure with giving fifteen
Grains of Ipecacubanna, which puked her
divers times; and in the Bafon they found
feveral ftrange Bodies inveloped in the
Slime; wathing the fame in another Veflel
of Water, they were parted and difcovered
to be fo many little Heaps of worfted
Thrums: {fome {o large, that in their Paf~
fage they had - nigh . ftrangled ‘her, and
flounced into the Bafon. Upon impor-
tuning her thereto, fhe confeffed fhe had
for fome Weeks paft, fwallowed with great
Harneftnefs {feveral Parcels of the Mop Tarn,
which fhe had privately pulled off from the
Mops hanging in the Yard.

The next Day I gave her fix Drams of
Tinct. Sacra with two of the Syr. Rof. Sol.
and fo for feveral fucceeding, whence by

6 - Stool,
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Stool, fhe difcharged feveral Lumps of the
fame Stuff clotted faft together, and dif-
cernible from the Excrement, from which
in very few more, fhe found herfelf much
relieved: when to finith her Cure, 1 di-
re&ted (nesther a Spoonful, nor yet half a
Spoonful, but) twelve Drops of Elix. Pro-
priet. Tartar. with three or four Spoonfuls
of a bitter Chalybeat Infufion, which quick-
ly reftored her to her natural Appetite as
well as wonted Complexion.

In my Tract of the Skin Difeafes *, undee
the Title of the Colour of the Skin changed,
I have given a remarkable Inftance of a
young Lafs, who had devoured a confide-
rable Quantity of Stofch €oal ; and I have
had feveral of our Citizens Children getting
into the Country, and devouring the green
Fruit of all Sorts they could pick up,
notwithflanding the Power thereof in refifiing
Putrefaition) who have fallen into a Ca-
chexy, have been ftraitened in their Chefts,
had the like Palpitation, Pain in the Sto-
mach and Bowels, their Bellies f{welled,
and their Complexion, ghoft-like; fome
of which I have relieved by the Method
above mentioned; and tho’ the Doctor tells
us, that it is the ripe Fruit breeds Worms,
yet the acid ones, we can aflure him, by
their corrugating Property, conftipate the

* Chap. xi.
Belly,
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Belly, raife flatulent Ferments therein,
with fpafmodic Affections on the Mem-
branes. They heap up crude and indi-
geftible Humours in the Vifcera, as well as
Veflels thereof ; they ftraiten and cramp the
Cheft. 1 was once called in to a Perfon,
who from reading the Doctor’s Treatife,
had hattily gulped down a large Spoonful
of the Vitriol Elixir, and tho’ fufficiently
diluted, was thrown thereby into fuch an
Algor, attended with univerfal Rigour and
Spafm at the Mouth of the Stomach, ashad
endangered Stagnation, if Nature had not
ftept between and inftantly returned the
greater Part before by the Lacteals it had
got in the Blood ; and I think I may fay
the only fatal Chlorofis 1 have met with,
was brought on by drinking large Quan-
tities of Vinegar, which had impoverithed
the Blood and hardened the Bowels, fo as
to fpoil all the Secretions, till at laft a
Dropfy of the Belly, Thighs and Legs
came on, and carry’d off the Patient.
What I obferved in this Cafe as remark-
able, was, upon the Application of Blifters
to the infide of the Legs, the Water which
drained off thereby in large Quantity, had
more of an Acrid or Sour than of a Salt
Sapour.

« All animal Corruption, he tells us,
é turns to Vermin ; and the fame in vege-
“ table Putrefaltion. Now ripe Fruits

v | (pray
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« (pray mind the Docor’s Philofophy) be-
“ ing the laft fermentation of Perfe&ion,
'““ or rather the firft of Putrefadtion, the
I vermicular Ovaria muft be very preg-
' nant.” Here he puts the Nef? for the Bird
litlelf, the Matrices for the Animalcnla, for
me without Ovulz will be able to pro-

-

uce nothing any more than thefe laft with-
out fome prior Feecundation, together with
fome Heat natural or artificial.

When the Gentleman tells us, that ripe
Fruits breed Worms, he feems to be on
the Side of equivocal Generation, which the
Univocalifts (of which NumberI profefs my
lelf) deny, and affert that neither ripe
Fruits, or any other putrify’d Matter, A-
imal or Vegetable, can breed a living
reature, but only afford Matrices, where
hrough Inftin&, each Infect lays her Eggs,
s a proper Place to hatch their young, as
lfo to afford them Nourifhment after
hey are brought into Light as well as Life.
ach Mite on a fmall picce of rotten Cheefe,
here fome Hundreds are {feen moving by
he help of the Microfcope, we believe had
an Ovalum whence it {prung: Nor fhouid
the Exility thereof be any Objeétion, fince
Man himfelf before embrionated, is an in-
vifible Puntum. And if Vegetables putri-
fied, afford Nidi for Infeds, the fame do
Vegetables in Perfeion ; the Flowers of

fome, the Leayes of others, the Fruits and
: E Seeds
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Seeds again of others, give Inftances enough
of thefe, where the Parent Animalcule or |
Infed, having dropt its Ovula, leavesthem
for the ftated time to hatch, which by the
wife Providence of Nature, moft commonly
falls out when Nourifhment and Life toge-
ther are provided for them.

But this Piece’ of Natural Philofophy is
foreign to our prefent Task; nor had I
touch’d thereon but for the fake of our Phy-
fician’s Doétrine of the Owaria, and his Pu-
trefaition breeding Worms, as likewile his
Hypothefis that the Greenfickne(s is vermsi-
cular ; from which falfe Premifes he has
drawn his Conclufion, that the fame is to be
cured by Acids and Quickfilver.

It is in this Chapter, he takes the liberty
to inveigh againft Galcoin’s Powder, as oc-
cafroning the lofs of many Thoufand Subjeéts
yearly to the Crown ; averring, on the other
Hand, that the Quickfilver never did any
harm to the Patient. Which two Aflertions
demonftrate certainly as much Prejudice on
the one hand, as Ignorance on the other.
As to the firft, I may appeal I think to all
‘the Phyficians in England, if not in Europe,
if it is poffible (even upon a Suppofition
that it did no good) to hurt cither Man,
Woman or Child, in any Fever whatever,
orat any time of fuch Fever; which is more
I think than can be affirmed of any other
Antcfebrile Remedy now or heretofore in

commeon
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ommon Ufe, This I aflert of the whole
ompofition, under the Name of Pulvis e
helis Cancrorum Compofitus, vulgarly Gaf-
in’s Powder. If the Gentleman means
be Bezoar only, tho’ it may hurt the
ockets of the Poor, I may aflert the fame
s of the reft of the Ingredients, that it
nnot hurt their Bodies ; nor has it ever
ded 10 much as one to the RBills of Mor-
lity, notwithftanding his Comparifon
ereof to the other animal Concretions, as
all Stones, or Stones in the Bladder of
rine. ’Tis a little odd, that where he
ninks it may ferve a Turn, he is ready to
ppeal to Dr. Radeliff, as in the Cale of
liftering fo commonly in Fevers, T do not
y in the Anafarca, for here he tells us,
e Doctor killed one of the King’s Gar-
eners by thefe Remedies, whom otherwife
all probability he him{ielf might have had
¢ Credit of {ending out of the World by
Horfe Purge, a Spoonful of a diagrediate
ectuary ; but if Dr. Radcliff' may be ap-
aled to here, no Man fo fond of the In-
edients of this Compofition : Chelz Canc.
wli Canc. Coral. Rub. and Margarit.
. were inftar omninm, as well in acute as
ronical Difeafes. Thefe, as Dr. Strother
Lrs, were (to my Knowledge alfo, who
ve feen many Hundreds of his Prefcripti-
s) his Panpharmacon, Gaftom’s Powder
d Goa Stone, which is not half fo good,

E 3 wers
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were his Remedies in Fevers, even of the
worft Sort ; and as the firft of thefe has beer
for many Years held in the greateft Efteem, |
by the beft and moft learned Phyficians of
the laft Age, among whom his Mafter §y-
denbam himfelf, who preferibed the Bezoar
both Oriental and Occidental together there
with, (See his Account of the. continual
Fever i 1661, &c.) fo it is yet deemed
the fafeft, and is the moft frequently pre=
{cribed Rf:mcdy in Fevers, that was ever
brought into the medical ufe. On the
other hand as to Quickfilver he is averring
what is fcarce poflible to be known at all
times. He is affirming what is falfe, as
we have proved by many Inftances, and as
I fear in alittle time, whilft the People run
mad after the Experiment, we fhall be able
to prove by many more,

Before I quit this Chapter of the Green-
{icknefs, there is onc Remark which I think
neceflary to make, as a Caution to the
young Practitioner, which is, that a Heg
tick has been fometimes taken for a Chlorofis,
and a Pthifis haftened by the Aloetic, Bit:
ter and Chalybiate Remedies, fuccefsfuliy ufed
however in this laft. The ftreightnefs of
Breath, want of Appetite, with' the Pulfa-
tion, e]p{.cmlly at the time of the febrile
E xacctbatmn accompanying both. .. When-
ever therefore a Slubborn Cough, ﬂrg(bmg
the Checks, flitches about the Sides or on the
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reaft, recurring Fever, heat onthe Palms, dry
kin, Collignation by Sweat or Stools, appear,
ou muft be cautious of adding any {uch
$timuli to the already over-heated Lungg,
br inflamed Mafs of Blood ; but change
he fame in time for the Teffacea or Abfor-
entia, free and repeated Bleeding, where
1¢ Strength allows, and the Pulfe indicates,
ith the Milk Diet.

The fame is to be obferved in the men-
rual Obftruction of young Women a lit-
le farther advanced, where by pufhing for
he return of Nature or bringing the
Menfes down, in thofe who never had
hem, by the hotter Gums, Bitters, Cha-
ybiates, and others, called FEmmagogues,
n a declining State of the Body, many a
Tetick has been bronght on, and the
Death of the Patient haftened by the In-
lifcretion or Inadvertency of the medicinal
Undertaker.

I might obferve farther one Particular
n this Diftemper, that altho’ both Boys
nd Men are fubjed, by irregular Living,
ind want of Exercife, to a Cachexy; yet
cither arc the former liable to the true
Pblarqﬁs nor the latter to the Citta, Ma-
acia Of Pica Pregnantinlin ; an Indication
urely of feme uterine Ferment, imbuing
he Bl-::u::d and Juices of the Stomach, thus
arly (even fome Years before the Menfes
reak down) difpofing to thefe vitiated
E 3 Appetites
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Appetites in the Girls, as after their Sup~
preflion in the Women. 1,

The King’s Erz:.i:’.

If I was over-long in my Obfervations
upon the laft, T intend to be as fhort in
this ; where I fhall only take Notice,
that however his Deﬁ:r:ptmn is incom-
pleat, and the Inftance he gives thereof as'1
much out of the Way, yet his Method for
the Curc is one of the beft he has lald]
down, and as likely to do {fome good, as
many others we have had communicated |

for fo ftubborn a Malady. E

Elephantiafis Arabum.

By his loofe and inconfiderate Difcourfe "
on thls, and the following Difeafes of thel
Skin, ’tis plain he knows very little ofi
thelr Nature, and much lefs of thmr Cure ;|
otherwife he could not make fo light of"
one of the moft obftinate Difeafes that af-ﬂ
fli¢ Mankind ; tho’ few I think of us orﬂ
our ne:ghb{:aurmg Countries, have felt its
Severity, or know it otherwife than by
the Defcription we meet withal m Books. |
However, our Phyfician fays it 1s wfrm:-i
cular, and affures us as conﬁdently (asin mmﬂyj
others) tho' Salivation fails, yet it will yield

2 tO‘H

|
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to Remedies no ways violent; but what
thefe Remedies are, for fome prudent Rea-
fons he thinks fit to conceal, and has kept
out of his noble Legacy ; nor have we any
thing of the miraculous wrought, for Con-
fismation of the Cure.

Lepra Grecorum

Which he fays is rarely cured 5 for that
the Caufeis generally miftaken; that the
Phyficians have generakly believed it owing
to fome Acid. 1 can aflure him I was al-
ways of Opinion, and I think all I have
converfed with, that it arofe from a faline
Humour, however acrid, lodged in the
cutaneous Glandules, not fitted to the
Make of the cuticular Pores, for the fame
Perfpiration as other Humours; or at leaft
hindered by the Denfity of the Cuticle
from fo perfpiring. The flying Pain of
the Mufcles in this Diftemper, or their In-
flations, I own I never met with; and I
dare fay I have feen ten of thefe Greek
Lepers (if I may borrow the Term from
the Country the fame is called by) to the
Do&or’s five; fo that I never found Occa-
fion for the prefling down thofe Muicles,
either by the Weight of Water, much lefs
to trip up the Patient’s Heels, and then
kneeling upon his Limbs, as the Gentle-
man advifes, in order to reduce them.

E 4 Nor
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Nor canI fay I ever knew the Cold Bath
do half the Service of a warm artificial
one, prepared of Sulphur, Salt of Tartar,
and fome other Ingredients. But I fhall
leave you to tjudge if I have not faid e-
nough in the four or five firft Chapters of
my Treatife concerning the Skin Difcafes, to
excufe any thing I need offer here, or to
compare the fame with this infignificant
Rbapfody ; among which he has fj1:un!:}l+ed
in another as little to the purpofe, about
Inoculation ; however, would he {peak
plain Truths, or difcover to us any thing
truly ufeful;, we knew not before, we might
excufe the Method. which he takes in the
delivery thereof.  No more Miracles wronght
yet a while,

The Branny Itch.

e e il S e i __.“-ﬂ

S

This is fo called, he gives us to under- |
ftand, from the branny Scales rubbed off |
by {cratching. It is indeed a Symptom |
of the former Illnefs; nor do I know of |

any other which furnifheth that Quantity

of furfuraceous Defquammation, found be- |
tween the Sheets of thefe People, rubbed |

off in the Night; no wonder therefore it
fhould admit of the fame Cure,

T.E?E ::
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4
The Irch.

The common Itch (faith he) is abfolutely
vermicular, allowed (o to be even by the Illi-
terate (who muft furely know beft) and
confirmed to the Literate by the Cure, i. . by
Mercurial Ointments and Lotions, Quickfilver
Girdles, and we know of nothing that [o in-
fallibly deftroys Worms as Mercury.

By this Gentleman’s Way of Realon-
ing, we muft allow the Aftbma, the
Stone, and fundry other Difeafes, where he
advifes the {ame to be taken, to be alfo
wvermicular ; but if the ltch be a wvermu-
cular Diftemper, then Sulphur or common
Brimftone has the fame Pretenfion to kill
Worms as Quickfilver, being the moit
common, and I am fure much the fafer,
for the common People to meddle with. 1
may certainly fay where five are cured by
this laft, there are fifteen by the firft.

Whether or no the Itch be vermicular I
cannot fay ; or that the troublefome Sen-
fation arifing thence, be owing to the Anz-
malcules irritating the Nervous Papille of
the Cutis ; but I am fure the fame Diftur-
bance attends certain other Affects of this
Part, without a Suppofition of this Hypothe-
fis. Thaye examined fome of thele cuticular
Puftules, by good Glafles, as well as the
Jehor thence diffufed, without this Dit-

z covery
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covery of Permiculi thereing tho’ I fhall not
deny the Poffibility. 'There is nothing
ftrange that the Ovula fhould be drawn in
from the very Air we breath, taken with
our Food, and conveyed therewith,. 7. e.
the Juices thence extratted into all Parts
of our Bodies, where meeting with fuitable
Matrices, they may be hatched and foftered.
Nor will T deny but that they may be
lodged and detained in the Pores of {fome
nafty People, where finding Pabulum, they
multiply and fpread over the whole Sur-
face of the Body, and communicate In-
feftion by a depofit of their Seminalia upon |
the Parts of the Sound with whom they
thall converfe; but, miftake me not, when
I fay I deny not the Poffibility of all this,
yet I muft own myfelf dubious as to the
Fa& before us. It is already granted, when
we confider the Exility of Things in
themfelves, and that our Senfes were not
given us fo much for the Difcovery of their
Realities, as their relative Properties, Quoad
Nofmetipfos, many Things may be, and we
find are, whofe Modus is difficult to come
at. We have no reafon to queftion but
that every Seed, how minute foever, con-
tains a Plantula Seminalis, as 1 may fay,
in Miniature, invifible to the Eye, even
affifted with Glafles, fo every living
Creatwe, Animalcule or Vermice, call it
which we will, muft have an Quwlum for

its



Legacy furvey'd. £Q
its Origin, that as the former is fet to
work in the dilating its before unfeen or
hidden Parts, by a feecundating Principle
from the Earth, where it is fown; fo the
latter by the prolific Power of the Male,
or fomething equivalent, in the Conjunc-
tion of different Sexes, after which the
plaftic one is fet on work, in delineating
or drawing out the prima flamina vite.

You will pardon I hope this Excurfion,
which I have been drawn into by the Hy-
pothefis of wermicular Diféafes. 1 fhall now
return to acquaint you, that coming to
clofe up his Account of the c#tancous, he
tells us he fhall now proceed to give us a
Defeription of thofe which are acute, and
immediately fubjoins the following Recipe,
as if belonging thereunto.

Take one Quart of Spring Water, one Dram
of Sublimate, Kc.
~ *Tis very apparent through his whole
T'reatife, he is not of the Se& of the Me-
thodifts; and we might forgive his Quackery
if he would quack fafely. Ufe this three
Nights, ([zith our Phyfician) and you {hall
‘be well, 7. ¢. poflibly (for it will not I can
affure you always anfwer) of one Dileale,
and fick of a much worfe after ; but as to
this T fhall refer you as before, to my Dif-
courfe upon the fame Diftemper; and the
Danger of thefc Remedies in fome infirm

Conftitutions.
Of
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Of the Plague or Peft:s.

I forgot to acquaint you at our firft fet-
ting out, that as almoft all our Writers in
Phyfick, when they make ufe both of the
Latin and Ewnglifb Denomination of the
fame Difeafe, begin with the lefs known
firft, and then by way of Expletive for
the Ule of the unlearned, enter the Eng-
lifb thereof; fo our Phyfician running
counter to all others, as well in Me-
thod as Practice, enters firft of all his
Englyfh Epithet or Term for the Difeafe ;
and then by way of Explanation, the lefs
intelligible to the unlearned, his Latin
one.

Thus he begins with the Gout or Arthri-
tis, the Dropfy or Hydvops, Tympany, Tym-
pamtes, Confumption or Phiifis, hc means
LPhthifis, Jaundice or Itterus, and fo of all

the reft; firft, as I before obferved, the

more known Term, and after the lefs;
but I proceed, and as to thofe under this
Denomination, whether Englifo- or Latin,

I thank God firft on my own Account,

and after for the fake of my Fellow-Ci-
tizens, that I know little thereof unlefs
trom Books, which have delivered their
Hiftories down to us. When they prove
inftantly fatal, as fome we read of at their
firft Attack, the Seat of the Difeafe muit

furely

WY i T il e
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furely be rather in the nervous Genus, the
Spirits, than in the Bofom of the Blood it
felf, whence thofe Spirits have been filtered
as I may fay or fecreted ; the malign Mi-
afms firft imprefling thofe fubtil Parts, as
fhould feem by the Symptoms themf{elves,
the Horripulatio, extreme Languor or Deli-
quinm Animi, the Palpitation, Vertigo, Vo-
misting, which take rife from the irregular
Difpenfe of the faid nervous Fluid from
the Brain to the vital Parts. And while the
Cafe ftands thus, Icannot fee any Remedics
fo likely as the truly Cordial or Alex:-
pharmick, to anfwer fuch vital Indication ;
nay, admit the Impreffion had faftened on
the Blood, and began to excite a Lutlus
therein, (I would be underftood to mean a
feveryh  Effervefcence) unlefs there was
Plethora tam ad wvires quam ad vafa, mani-
feft by the intenfe Heat, and over-bearing
Pullfe, I muft own, 1 fhould be fhy of
the Remedy, upon which this Gentleman
lays the Strefs of the Cure; whilft T en-
deavoured to aflift Nature in a way lefs
hazardous, 7. e. by the more temperate Re-
gimen, the acid Diaphoreticks, rather (at
fuch times I muft own) than the flery 4-
lexipharmicks, unto which, where the Blood
is already too much inkindled, I 'am as
much an Enemy as this Gentleman can
be. At the fame time I cannot fay, un-
lefs very rarely, that I have met with one

Fever
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Fever which I thought deferved the Nam-
of a Febris Male Indolis, fuch as many of our
late Eruptives, whether Rafby or Milliary,
but more efpecially “Perechial, where 1
found a Pulie (had other Circumftances
anfwered) to encourage this Evacuation,
or by which I fhould not have thought my
felf guilty of Homucide, had I attempted it
without Succefs. -

Where the texture of the Blood is broke
by the contagious pidopara, as often ap-
pears in the gangremous Difpofition of its
whole Mafs, the colour of the Spots, the
bloody Excretions. from the [everal Parts ;
when the Pulfe flags, and Nature no longer
able for want of vital Energy difpenfed from
the Brain, to conttnue its wonted Rythm or
Vibration ; when the whole Purple Mafs is
turning to a black and putrid Gore, or a flag-
nating Grume, this drawing of Blood
feems to me, tho’ not Corzo, yet Sanguine
bumano ludere. 1 fhall never pretend to
argue againft Falls, and we have been told
firange Stories by Travellers, (who they fay
bave Authority to tell many [uch) of won-
derful Efcapes this Way, and Enterprizes
made otherwife, ftill more defperate.
Thefe, I fay, and the like hazardous Ex-
periments, fitter indeed for a Mountebank,
who has none to lofe, than for a rational
and honeft Phyfician to rifque his Repu-
tation by the trial, have feryed only to

conyince
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convince me, that as there are many dif=
ealed Perfons, whom the moft underftand-
ing and judicious Phyficians cannot cure ;
{o there are fome few whom the moft ig=
norant Empirick cannot kill.

I think the Dotor had much better
have left out his Bravado of having taken
two Cities by Storm, unlefs he thinks it an
Honour to a Phyfician firft to kill and flay,
and after to plunder the Innocent, thofe who
never wronged him, and to carry off the
Spoil. A good Prelude this to the Blood-
fhed after, among his own Men.

This trial of lavifh Bleeding wunder a
peftilential Fever, it is likely he may have
borrowed from his Brother Soldier, men-
tioned by Dr. Sydenham, as related to him
by Colonel #yndham, the Dottor himfelf]
as it fhould feem * came into the fame Way
of Pradtice, as finding it {fometimes to fuc-
ceed : But could we find one half of that
fteady Obfervation, or of that Candour and
Sincerity in the Legacy, we meet with in
this worthy Man’s, how fond foever of
his cold Regimen in Fevers, (from which
he relaxed confiderably before his Death,
brought off doubtlefs upon farther Obfer-
vation of the Danger thereby, efpecially
under unskilful Hands) from fo gieat an
Example we might poflibly pay more re-

* Sec Sydenkam of the Plague.
gard
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rd thereto. That Gentleman tells us,
he had obferved all the Symptoms of
a Qirwyeris in the Blood of the infected ;
that the Fever was truly inflammatory 5 the
Blood [izy like that of Pleuriticks; and
wanted only the Cough and Pain mn the Side,
to determine it to that Species; and confe-
quently as meer Plenitude and Rarefadtion
was the greater Part of the Difeafe, Inani-
tion or Depletion of the Veflels was to
be the Cure. . Our Doftor, on the other
hand, fays, he found his Men [eized with
Langnor, infomuch that they were not able
to move. MWithout any farther regard, be
orders his Surgeon to bleed them in both Arms,
and to go round to them all, with command
(for be was now, I percerve, ther command-
ing Officer as well as their Phyfician) to leave
them bleeding till all were blooded, and then
come and tie them up (a fit Term indeed for
an Executioner) 7n their Turns.  Thus, faith
he, they lay bleeding and fainting [0 long, that
I conld not conceive they could lofe lefs than one
bundyed Ounces a Man.

I will now appeal to any Gentleman
converfant with Phlebotomny, if this is not
the moft random Calculation that was ever
made by Man? Or if any two Perfons,
much lefs an hundred, can ever lofe an
exaltly equal Quantity in equal Time ? If
there be not fo much depending upon the
Momentum of the Blood, the Force of

the
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the Artery or Strength of the Pulfe, the
Dimenfion or Size of the Orifice, its Direc-
tion in the Veflel to that in the Skin,
which by Pronation or Supination of the
Limb, will affet the Current; the Situa-
tion of the fame alfo as to Fle&ion or Ex-
tenfion; the Ligature overtight or flack ;
the Habit of Body fanguine or phlegmatic,
or the Temperament naturally hot or cold ;
the Idiofyncrafy of {fome as to Courage or
Fear, as well as cuftomary Swooning with-
out Fear, for which no Account is to be
given, with other Incidents I could name ;
whether, 1 {ay, from one or other of thefe
Impediments, it is not poflible one may
not lofe above ten Ounces, another icarce
five, a third five and twenty, a fourth
fifteen, and 10 on in the like Difpro-
portion. Nor do I think a quarter part
will bleed that Quantity, elpecially where
the Spirits are knock’d down as it were
with a peftilential Venom, before Lei-
pothymy comes on, and the Stream {lack~
ens, if not wholly ftops. This Tale may
amufe the Ignorant; but I dare fay no
Surgeon who has been {foiled to get a-
way ten Ounces from one, and as much to
reftrain the Flux in another, will believe
one Syllable of this hundred Ounces a Man.

“ Dr. Sydenham, doubtle(s upon fome Mif-
“ carriages which had befallen bim by this

““ Method of Praitice, tells us plainly, thhc:’
F 0 13
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his private Judgment ran that Way, yet
“« the Diflipation of the peftilential Venom
« by Sweat, pleafed him much better * on
“ many Accounts than the Evacuation of
“ it by bleeding; firft, becaufe it does not
« weaken the Patient fo much; and, fe-
« condly, becaufe it does not hazard the
¢¢ Phyfician’s Reputation.” But this alfo,
faith that faithful Obferver of Nature’s
Motions, and of the Nature of her Dif=
eafes, has its Inconveniencies 5. meaning
fome Perfons {weating with Eafe, others
not unlefs with Difhiculty. Our Dodor,
on the other hand, without weighing the
Genius of the Fever, or the Nature of the
peftilential  Ferment, the OStrength or
Weaknefs of one Man above the other to
undergo the profufe Difcharge of the Trea-
fure of Life, however impreft by fome
malign Aura, much lefs any Regard to
Reputation,cries out only durus Nodus, durs
Cunens ; and then at once to the Slaughter-
houfe. .
Had the Tars dy’d, or funk any of
them, under Syncopy, {0 as never to re-
vive, he could have told us their Lives lay
at his Mercy ; or that if they had not ex-
pired Cruenti, they muft have done: fo Pe-
Sfilent: ; and where was the Harm in trying
an Experiment whether he fhould cure or
kill them ?
* Ibid,

In
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In our laft great Plague in London, when
the Sicknefs grew too hot to hold the ge-
nerality of Phyficians, as well as the more
wealthy Citizens, Dr. Sydenham, however
he ftood the Shock of its firft Approach,
yet at laft fays, that by the Perfuafion of
Friends, he accompanied great Numbers of
the beft Inhabitants into the Country ; tho’
before he went and upon his early return,
which was fome Weeks before the fame
was ceafed, he had experienced the Ad-
vantage of large bleeding, and like others
(poffibly too much wedded to an Opinion)
imputes {fome Perfon’s Deaths, not to the
bleeding fimply, but that the Patient did
not lofe a fufficient Quantity. What Iam
furprized at, is the Appeal of this learned
Man to the Phyficians who continued in
Town when the Difeafe raged, whether
they obferved that large bleeding, - and
often repeated before any Tumourappeared,
was the Caufe of any one’s Death who had
the fame ?

To this worthy Gentleman, upon this
Appeal, we can do no lefs than confront
the learned Dr. Hodges, who {tood the
Storm throughout, when in the Year 1667,
a time when the City had little more than
one half of the Inhabitants it has at pre-
fent, if half that Number, not lefs than
68596 deceafed thereby : This Gentleman,
I fay, who was not only a conftant Looker

B-a on
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on, but as conftant in his Vifits to the in-
fected, after he has defcribed its Nature
fo far as he was able, with its manner of
Seizure, and the attending Symptoms, in
delivering what he oblerved in' the Way
of difcharging the peftilential Venom out
of the Body, when having recited fome
others, and coming to this particular Eva-
cuation, he delivers himfelf thus *,

«“ And, laftly,. the morbific Matter is
¢« not of that kind to feck an Efcape at
¢ the Orifice of a Vein to run out with the
¢« lowing Blood, and which (as before
« proved) affetting chiefly the Spirits, and
¢ refiding in other Veflels, makes this
« Method of Cure in a Peftilence imprac-
<« ticable. I will not however deny but
« that there may be Circumftances in {fome
¢« malignant and peftilential Fevers, which
¢ may juftify Phlebotomy, as when it is
¢ done for the fake of Revulfion in too
«¢ great Flux of the Menfes; but in a ge-
« nuine Peftilence it is not to be meddled
‘< with ; there is but one as I can remem-
 ber, who furvived it in the late Sicknefs.
“ But it is needlefs to fay more upon a
¢ Subject fo plain, and therefore I fhall pafs
¢ on to what is of more Confequence.

I would gladly reconcile thefe two ho-
nelt Men (for of our Doctor 1 can think no
other than at beft, as of a very rafb one)

* See Quincy's Tranflation, p. 154.

- which
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which I can do no otherwife than by the
following Method: That Dr. Hodges ob-
ferving Venzfetion in {mall Quantity, or
improperly timed, as when the Tokens,
as they were then called, were at hand;
or Nature was bufied in raifing Bubo’s,
axillary or parotide Tumours, the Patient
certainly died.  Dr. Sydenbam, on the other
hand, going early to work before the cri-
tical Eruption, and bleeding even to Deli-
quium, took the Work of Secretion of
thefe morbid Particles out of her hand, eli-
minating them at once by the profule Dii-
charge of the fame. _

Before I quit this Subjedt, give me leave
to communicate Dr. Hodges’s Prophylactic,
with a fhort Epitome of his Practice, at
that difmal time, if not {or Inftruction, for
Entertainment.

An antient Apothecary, very converfant
with the Doctor, I might fay almoft al-
ways his Companion, as he told me above
forty Years ago, in vifiting the Sick, al-
fured me they bad often taken four o five
Gills a piece of the choiceft Canary, in
taking their Rounds, before they returned
home to Dinner; and that the Doltor,
when he was got ad Hilaritatem, would
enter without Fear into many infec¢ted Fa-
milies, where he durft not accompany him ;
but rather chofe to wait at the Sack Shop,

as he called it, till the Dodtor re¢turned
¥ from
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from his laft Vifit for the Forenoon, and
brought him his Orders,

It was their Cuftom to {ce their Glaffes
well wathed with the beft White-wine Vi-
negar ; and having taken each their Quarter
of a Pint, to drop their Money into a
Veflel of Water, placed for that purpofe;
fo that in all likelihood they might each
drink his Bottle of this Nectar daily, between
the Hours of rifing and laying down to Reft.

“ The Doltor fays him{elf, that {o foon
¢ as he arofe in the Morning, which was
« very early, (bhaving no doubt a Multitude
“ of Bufmefs on his hands) he took the
« Quantity of a Nutmeg of his Anti-pefti-
« lential Electuary, which he has entered
« with fome others of his Prefervatives a-
“ gainft the Contagion; and after the Dif-
“ patch of private Concerns in his Family,
he went into a large Room, where
Crowds of Citizens were always waiting
for him; and there he commonly f{pent
two or three Hours, as in an Hofpital, |
examining the feveral Conditions and
Circumftances of all who came thither;
“ fome of which had Ulcers yet uncur’d;
“ others to be advifed under the firft
“ Symptoms of the Seizure; all which
faith he) 1 endeavoured to difpatch with

all poffible Care to their various Circum-
“ ftances.

“As foon as the Crowd could be dif-
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charged, I judged it not proper to go
out fafting, and therefore got my Break-
faft ; after which, till Dinner time, I vi-
fited the Sick at their Houles, where
entering, I had immediately fome proper
Thing burnt upon Coals, and always kept
in my Mouth a Lozenge whilft I was exa-
mining them ; but thofc arc under a Mi-
ftake who rteport that we uled very hot
Things for Alexipharms, as Myrrh, Zec-
doary, Angelica, Ginger, and the like,
by which many deceived themielves,
and raifed Inflammations on their Ton-
fils, and endangered their Lungs.

« T farther took Care not to go into
any of their Rooms when 1 fweated, or
was fhort-breathed with Walking; and
kept my Mind as compoled as was poi-
fible, being fufficiently warned by fuch
who  had gricvoufly fuffered by Uneca-
finefs in that refpe&: and after fome
Hours vifiting in this manner, I return-
ed home. Before Dinner I always bad
a Glafs of Sack (be might have fad three
or four) to warm the Stomach, refrefh
the Spirits, and diflipate any Lodgment
of the Infection.

« I chofe Meats for my Table, that

““ yielded an eafy and generous Nourifh-
¢« ment, roafted rathet than boiled, and

L1

(1

Pickles, not only fuitable to the Meats,

but the Nature of the Difcafe ; and in-
X4 « deed
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« deed in this melancholy time, the City
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greatly abounded withVariety of all good
Things. Neither did I rife from Din-
ner, unlefs rarely, without drinking more
Wine; after which, I had always many
Perfons waiting, as in the Morning, for
Advice ; and as foon as I could difpatch
them I again vifited till eight or nine
at Night, and then concluded the Even-
ing at home, by drinking to Chearful-
nefs of my old favourite Liquor, which
encouraged Sleep and an ealy Breathing
through the Pores in the Night; and if

in the Day-time I found the leait Appre-

henfion of Infeftion upon me, as b

Giddinefs, Loathing at Stomach, or Faint-
nefs, I immediately bad recourfe to a
Glafs of thisWine, which prefently drove
thefe beginning Diforders away by
Tranfpiration. In the whole Courfe of
the Sicknefs, I found myfelf ill but
twice, and was foon again cleard of its
Approaches by thefe means, the help
of an Iflue contributing, . and of fuch
Antidotes as I always kept by me.  As
to the ufe of fuch Iflues, 1 can fpeak it of

-my own Experience, that whenever I

was moft befet with peftilential Atoms,
in the Courfe of my Bufinefs, I could
then immediately perccive a fhooting in
my Iffue, and had a great deal of an
ill conditioned Matter difcharged thence,

¢¢and

e
By
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% and this I always took as a Warning to
¢ have recourie to my Alexipharmick.”

I will conclude this Chapter with the
Do&or’s Encomium upon his beloved
Neitar.

« Gratitude obliges me to do Juftice to
« the Vertues of Sack, as it is defervedly
« ranked among the principal Antidotes,
« whether drank by itfelf, or impregnated
with Wormwood, Angelica, ¢rc. for I
have never yet met with any Thing {o
<« agreeable to the Nerves or Spirits in all
‘“ my Experience; that which is beft is
middle aged, neat, fine, bright, racey
« and of a Walnut Flavour; and it is cer-
< tainly true, that during the late fatal
« Times, both the Infeted and the Well
“ found moft Bencfit from it, unlefs they
¢ ufed it too intemperately.”

Thus you fee by the foregoing Account,
how thele two learned Men differ in their
Opinion in Matters furely of the higheft
Concern to Life, both countenancing a di-
re¢tly oppofite Practice, from Experience
too, as they tell us, and Oblervation.
Were I to fwear in verba Magiffri, as 1
fhall, I think to no Man’, it would be
in verba Sydenhami, as {oon as to moft
others; but I can’t perfuade myf{elf, fome
hap hazard Recoveries under one Species of
Malignity, by fuch extreme Evacuation,
will juftify the like Method of Proceeding in

6 all
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all others, or that the fame is at any time

i

:J
|

|
|

to be attempted by every bold Empirick
pretending to Phyfick, without all regard

to the Rythm of the Artery, whether op-
preft by Plenitude or Rarefaction of the
Blood, or depreft purely, as we have for-
merly taken Notice, by the weak Dif-
penfe of Spirits derived from the Brain,

or what we call the vital Energy, imme- -

diately from the Heart. Replerion we all
know will bear large Ventilation. 1 mean
Evacuation ; but Inanstion will {uffer none

without deadly Convulfions, under which

all Perfons that I have ever {een finking
by fatal Hemorrhages, have expired. The
Counter-force between the Solids and
Fluids, or that from the Spring of the
Blood itfelf inwardly, and the contra&ile
one of the Fibres outwardly in the arterial
Tube, are to be duly weighed; for here
certainly as well as in other Things,

Eft modus——[unt certi demique fines,
Quos  ultra  citraque nequit  confiffere
rectum. |

Having thus wrought 272 or 3 Mira-
cles (for féven or eight were loft, not by
the Bleeding but by thew Mefs-mates procur-
g for them ftrong Liguors) by taking a-
way a hundred Ounces of Blood from each
Man, he concludes this Chapter with the

following Obfervation, That they had all
6 of
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of them 7&015, which in the great Plague
they call Tokens; that few or uone of the
Spaniards who had them efcaped Death, bus
that his People who had them and Buboes
too, eftaped. Whether or no thefe Tokens
and Buboes came out before or after their
Bleeding, he remains filent. If they were
out before, or upon coming out at the time
of Bleeding, it was indeed a Miracle they
fhould efcape ; and if they appeared after,
it was furely alike miraculous. His Ma-
fter Sydenbam, how fond foever of large
Bleeding before any Thing was difcharged
from the Blood into the Confines of the
Body, would have called this intempeftive
Bleeding, not fimply the cutting of Arms,
but like that of cutting of Throats. Be
this as it will, the Doctor was refolved
they fhould be all cured unlefs feven or
cight of them, and that by Bleeding too;
for had be given them the celebrated Gal-
coin’s Powder or Bezoar, he makes mno
gueftion at all, confidering the Heat of the
Climate, but be had loft every Man af them.

Rifum teneatis ?

Spotted Fever, orx Febris Peflilentialis.

From the Plague, the tranfit 15 very
eafy to the Spotted Fever, which he terms
Peftilentralis 5 but if he would have had
his expletive Term in the Latin (for he

explains,
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explains, as I bave already obferved, hisbene
nota per magis ignota) anfwerable to his |
Englyb, it fhould have been Petechialis, which
begins like the Plague, and has a double Cri-
fis ; that is, oncleis than the following 5 viz.
firft, the Pemhé.f and, [econdly, the Muta-
tio (which is Certamly the only proper one)
vel ad [alutem wvel ad mortem.

Above thirty Years paft, he fays this
Fever raged much at Briffol, where he
vifited twenty-five or thirty Patients in a
Day, befides the Children taken into their
Work-houfe, whom he found with Phy-
fick and Advice gratis for two Years (2
very charitable Aétion doubtlefs.)) All thefe
poor Children had this Fever, yet no more
than one died out of two hundred or
thereabouts ; {o that here is near the {ame
Number of Miracles wrought as in - the
foregoing ; but the greateft of all is the
following, which he calls an Inflance of «
Perfon cured in an uncommon Way, and 1o I
dare fay it will be allowed.

“ One Thomas Hackett, an Apprentice to
“ Mx. Fobn Scandevet, a Grocer in I¥Vine-
«« ftreet, Briffol, labouring under this fatal
“ Fever, had a violent Hzmorrhage or
¢« Flux of Blood at his Nofe; notwith-
¢ ftanding great Quantities were taken
¢ from his Arms, and the moft cooling
¢ Medicines adminiftered which could be
€ thought of, yet all was incffectual, and

“ his
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his Life defpaired of; I ordered (faith

~our Phyfician) a large Veflel to be filled

below Stairs with Spring Water; he was
carried down in a Sheet and put into
the Water; his Head was dipped feveral
times, upon which the bleeding ftop-
ped. I believe he might continue in
the Water a quarter of an Hour; after
which he was carried to Bed, only co-
vered with a Sheet: He flept well that
Night ; the Spots difappeared ; he was
very well only weak, and is now living
in Briffol.” But of this Story as well as

fome others, you fhall hear farther pre-
fently.
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“ This being a high inflammatory Fe-
ver, he begins the Cure by taking a-
way large Quantities of Blood; then
gives his Gout Purge every other Day,
and at Night a Draught with an Ounce
or ten Drams of Syr. de Meconio. On
the Days between his purging, the Pa-
tient is to take the Quantity of a Nut-
meg of the following very acid Electu-
ary, at four or five a Clock in the After-
noon (for here is nothing ordered for the
Morning) and at Bed-time, wafhed
down with a large Glafs of fair Water,
wherein is firft put a Tea-Ipoonful (¢
modeft Dofe this 1 comparifon of what is
cttftomary with bim) of Mynficht’s E-
lixir Vitrioli, ¢ Take Conierye of Wood-

' “ Sorrel,
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« Sorrel, of Hipps and Barberries, each an
« Qunce, Cream of Tartar and of Tartar
« vitriolated, each two Drams, Syrup of
“ Rasbelries enough to makc an  Elec-
“ tuary.” -

As to thefe Fevers, I can fay very lit-
tle more upon my own Knowledge of
them than of the Plague itfelf, to which
they belong; for I muft diftinguith the
Malignant from the Peftilential ; at leaft, T
cannot think every malignant Fever to be
fuch. Every peftilent Fever I take to a-
rife from fome morbid Difpofition of the
Air, inimical to Mens Bodies and conta-
gious as {preading from one to another,
during that particular Conftitution ; thefe
we call Epidemical, of which alfo there are
fome much milder than the Peft itfelf:
But what 1 call a malignant Fever, at
leaft in common, has its Seat or takes its
Rife from the evil ‘Diathefis of the Blood it
felf, or fome Humour therein, predifpofing
to the Production thereof, and imprefling
the Spirits in a different manner from what
happenb in others of a more benign kind;
neither is the fame contagious, as the
former. The Petechia/ Fever, 1 think,
comes the neareft to a Peftilential ; but I
muft fincerely declare that I have very
rarcly met with any fuch or other rathy
Eruptives which carry’d any 'Signs of
Malignity, where 1 could fee a prababilityf'._

0
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of relieving my Patient by high bleeding,
as the Doédtor calls it, or indeed any bleed-
ing at all, much lefs by purging him e-
very other Day, and flill lefs by Narco-
ticks, as often repeated. When I have
ventured upon the firft of thefe, viz. Bleed-
ing, it has been on the Account of fome
Hzmorrhage, or on that of violent Pain on
the Side ; yet even at thefe Times I have
been 10 unhappy as not to have fucceeded
thereby. However, notwithftanding my
averfenefs to thefe Evacuations in fuch
malign Eruptives, as well as the Diace-
dinm, there are thole under fome Condi-
tions of the Blood, with the dry fcabrous
Tongue and intenfec Thirft, wherein I
fhould prefer his acid Eleftuary, and his
Julep alfo ex Aq. Font. cum Elix. Vitriols
to the hot Regimen of Mithridate or Ve-
mce Treacle, with inflaming Juleps under
the denomination of Cardiacal Medicines;
but of this I have faid enough in my Dy-
courfe of Fevers, and therefore fhall pafs on
to his Chapter

Of the Flux Small Pox.

Altho’ we have few Writers upon this
Diftemper, who have not fomewhat to
fay new thereof, ecither in dividing the
Species, or attempting the Curc in a dif-
ferent Mecthod, yet it muft be owr;:d

that
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that no Man has given us 2 more graphi-
cal Defcription of them than the moft in-
duftrious Sydenham, from whom this- Gen-
tleman has taken every Thing that is
worthy any regard in his Account of the
fame. 'The former defcribes them only
as Confluent or ‘Diftinét, tho’ between thefe
there appears often a middle Sort, which
from their near Approach to the Confines’
of each other, have been named Conti-
guous or Coberent. Indeed in the Confluent
themfelves, at the firft appearance of the
Eruption, unlefs it be the worft Sort of
all, which we name the Eryfipelatous; the
Puftules appear diftinct till toward their
State of Maturation, when enlarging their
Bafes and filling with Matter, they burft in-
to one another’s Cells.  If the Diftance hap-
pens to be greater, tho’ at their heighth, they
lie clofe and contigucus at the Edge of one
another’s Bafis, yet fall not foul, unlefs
hereand there a Clufter, upon one another,
but preferve their Involucra ieparate for the
ereater Part. Thele two then, I think, dif-

fer no otherwife than Secundum majus vel
minus approximationis inter [efe Gradum. '
Experience tells us, that the more they
flux, efpecially on the Face, the greater
will be the Danger; as carrying greater
Malignity in their Nature, and from the
worft Sort of which we have not many
Efcapes, becaufe the Blood is fo loaded
with
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with warolous Matter, that Nature is un=
able to get rid of it by the proper K-
sunctories of the Skin, and finks for the
greater part in attempting its Difcharge by
the Glands of the Fauces in the Way of
Salivation, or by thofe of the Intcﬂmcs,
as in the Diarvhea or Loofenefs.
- The moft favourable therefore and be-
nign is the Diftinét 5 and {till the farther
Diftance they keep, or the fewer in Num-
ber, the better : Not but that (as you will
fmd in my Difcourfe already referred to)
there have been fome even of thefe who
have died for want of {ufficient Heat, or
the malign Nature of the Difeafe, to throw
them out; but it is the middle Sort be=
tween the Diftin&t and Confluent, which
our Phyfician calls Awomalous ; altho’ 1
think very improperly, fince there is no
more Irregularity in the Appearance of thefe
(which gives that Denomination) than in
the other two.

His Defcription of the confluent Small-
Pocks is very extraordinary, and contrary
to the common Diagnoftick theteof. U
the fecond or third Day at fartheft, he
there appears an entire Blifter from Hmd ra
Foot 5 which is untrue as to the Effence it
felf of the Difeafe; for we have many
confluent Pocks on " the Face; where in
fome Parts at leaft of the Body, they ap-

pear diftin¢t, Blifters indeed will often a~
G rile
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rife in the moft malign Species of this Di-
ftemper, both Continnous and Contiguons
alfo ; fome as large as a Nutmeg, others
as an Egg, implete with a brown or dusk-
ifh Serum, like thofe in the Gangrene it
felf, and indeed of the fame Nature, often
fphacelating the Cutis underneath : but one
univerfal continued Blifter over the whole
Surface of the Body, is not the abfolute
Chara&eriftick of the flux’d Pocks.

The next Singularity he prefents us with,
is that of his Crifes, of which he makesas
many as there are Stagesor Advances there-
of to the Achme : and thus we have a
Crifis of Defpumation, or Secparation of
the varolous Matter from the Blood ; ano-
ther for finithing the Eruption of the
fame; with a third for the Suppuration ;-
and as his Crifes, fo likewife his critical
Days muft differ from others; the laft
whereof for the Diftin&, he places on the
cighth Day, the mildeft Confluent on the
eleventh, tho’ there are of thefée that run out
to the fourteenth, feventeenth and twenty
firft.

For my own part I cannot fay, even in
the moft favourable Diftin&, that the fame
was at the heighth or upon the turn, before
the beginning of the ninth Day,, according
to the old Computation; and very olten
not before that of the tenth, always reck-
oning from the time of the firft Seizure,

not
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riot that of Eruption, which fome have
gone by in their Accounts, and in the
mildeft Confluent this Alteration will hap-
pen {fometimes on the cleventh, at others
on the twelfth Day.

Dr. Sydenham, who bad obferved as
nicely the different Scenes and Shiftings of
this Difeafe, as any Man who writes about
it, fays, that on the eleventh Day (fpeak=-
ing of the Diftin@) the Tumour and ¥n-
flammation of the Face begin manifeitly
to diminifh; an Argument furely that hehad
never obferved the Maturation compleat be-
fore the ninth or tenth ; but then he far-
ther juftly takes notice, that as there are
Symptoms protracting the Separation, o
confequently the Eruption and Suppura-
tion, by which Delay the Difeafe will run
out a Day or two longer than its cuftomary
Termination ; and confequently the Crifis
of the fame, which this Man has needlefly
multiplied, as fome he finds fault with, have
done the Species; for ftrictly fpeaking no
Diftemper has more than one Crifis which
is its abfolute Conclufion towards the Re-
covery or Death of the Patient ; 7. e. when
Nature begins to vanquifh or to be van-
quithed thereby. All other Appearances
are but her Steps or Struggles towards that
final Conclufion, which according to the
beft of my Obfervations (as 1 took notice

but now) in a genuine Pock of the Di-
G2 ftinct
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fin& Kind has feldom or never hap ened;
before the ninth, and which ther:fﬂre,__
nﬂtWIthﬂandmg all this Gentleman has to |
fay againft it, will be with me the com-
mon critical Dav for that fort. There are
indeed what the Vulgar name the Chicken
or Swine Pocks, which run their times of
Eruption, Digeftion and Deficcation allfo
in five or fix Da s.  But thefe, unlefs it
be &he Children n:::f the better Sort, fall
under no phyfical Difcipline, nor ‘need
they any more than a light Purge at their
going off.

Having finithed his Confluent, which he
calls one continued Blifter from Head to Foot,
with the coherent he terms Anomalous, and
to which it feems alone the Salivation
appertains, (at leaft he mentions nothing
theveof 1 his confluens Sort) he comes to
the Diftinct, where he acquaints us little
nced be faid; ¢ for that although he has
“ heard of fome dying under other Hands,
‘¢ this wonder-working Phyfician has never
¢ loft one; and the lefs (he fays) is done
“ the better, for having but few, they
“ are never of a bad Sort, as'if many,
they are never of a good one.”” As to
which, I refer you, as above, to my Dif=
courfe on Fevers, where I have taken No«
tice of {fome which more deferve the Name
of Anomalons than the contiguous or co-
herent ones of our Author’s; fuch I mean

6 as
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as the Chryflalline, Verrucales, Siliguofe,
Papule fen pellicule 7otunde, and others
mentioned by Dr. Freind, in his Epiftle to
Dr. Mead.

When he has thus gone through the three
moft ufual Species of the Diftemper, but
faid not 2a Word of the Cure, the two
firft T fuppofe deferving, and the laft re-
quiring none, he prefents us with a fourth
(he met with furely in his Travels) which
he calls

The Spo:ted Small Pocks.

~ “'Thefe he defcribes with large red Spots,
¢ much like the confluent Kind, with the
% Face and other Parts very much inflamed ;
s« yet in twelve Hours the Patient fhall
¢ become perfeé&ly pale; the very middle
“ of thefe red Spots turning to a black
“ corny Subftance, hardly {o big as a large
¢« Pin’s Head; of this Sort, in forty odd
“ Years, he tells us, he had obferved no
‘ more than five.” 1 will not fay he has
had all to his own Share; but unlefs he
means the Perrucales mentioned by Dr.
I7eind, there has nct fallen one to mine,
with the Apex only a black Pun&tum, the
reft of the Puftule pale or whire. Fere-
‘thie are frequently interfperfed in the
moft malign Confluent, and fome I have
feen fettle on the Pock itfelf, even upon

53 thale
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thofe which have been coherent. 'Thefe
are often attended with Hazmorrhages by
the Nofe, Mouth, Stool, yet oftener by
Urine. But to have each Pock thus fpot-
ted at its Summit, is ftill more rare, and i
deferves the Name alfo of Anomal o1s, much |
better than that to which he has given the |
fame. There is indeed a very fatal Sort, |
where the Skin of the whole Face and
Hands appears white like a piece of Parch-
ment, Sydenham calls it Inflar pergamene,
without Inflammation either of the Pu-
ftules or their Interfpaces, which are very
common ; the former of thefe reprefent the
Folliculi piforum, the fame with Dr. Freind’s
Siliguofie.” 1 never go through Foreffreet by
Moorgate, where there are feveral Peafe-
porridge Shops, with heaps of thefe empty
Husks on Platters fet upon the Stalls, but
I am fure of calling to mind this Specms
c:-f the Small Pocks, to which they have
a moft exa&t Refemblance, Were I to
coin Names for Difeafes, as our Door,
who is finding fault with others at the fame
time for doing {o 5 T would call thefe the
W hite, to dlﬂ.‘l[}“"lllﬂ’l them from the Brown
of the benign ‘coherent, or the Black of
the malign, as well as of the confluent. |
And being thus unexpeétedly entered upon |
Colours, I muft inform you of what this
Gentleman is pleafed farther to obferve
m 1ega 1d thEILtD that thcre 18 lately
bmught
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brought in among us another Species cal-
led the Honeycomb Small Pox. As to this
I know of nothing more than what his
Mafter Sydenbam (from whom he  has
taken that of the Loofenefs in Children
anfwering the Salivation of the Adult in
the confluent Sort) long fince remarked,
not as denoting any particular Species, but
to remind us of a very great Truth, vz,
that the nearer the Pock approaches 1n its
State of Maturation to the Colour of a
Honeycomb, the fecurer the Patient is of
his Recovery; and another very juit onc
he has made before this State, as to that
of the Interftitia or Spaces between them,
when the Inflammation is at the heighth,
like that of a Damask Rofe; and thatin
general the milder and more genuine the
Pocks are, the nearer will they approach
unto thefe two Colours, at thofe particular
Times.

When the Pellicle in the former Sort
appears iull of a clear or tranfparent Hu-
mour, it conftitutes that Species, named
thence Chryftalline ; when of a browner, a-
quofe wvel [érofe; if but half full of fuch
Humour, Semi-plene 3 if pitted on the top
or dented in, as often happens from an im-
perfect Digeftion of the Humour, Con-
cave ; when perfectly em}gty, Vacue ;
when diftended only by Hatus, as 1
thole above-mentioned like the empty

G 4 Hulls,
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Hulls, Pefinle flatulentz. Among thefe |
you muft have obferved a Pock ap-
proaching towards the State, half full of
a wheyilh Humour, with thefe Dents or
Sinkings down of their Apices, which the
next Day will be elevated ; and foon after
the faid Humour turning to a well con-
coted Pus, terminates the Diftemper in
the Patient’s Favour: So that upon the
whole I have made no fcruple to deliver
my Opinion in the former Treatile already
yeferred to, that all thefe differ little other-
wife than according to their greater or leffer
tendency from a State of Crudity to a
more or lefs perfett one of Concoltion or
Maturation ; or, as they happen to prove
of a more benign or malign Quality or
Difpofition, requiring fuitable Regimen,
1.¢. fuch as fhall be thought moft proper
for aiding or aflifting Nature in bringing

- them to that Perfection they fhould or
pught to attain *,

After he has given us this confufed Hi-
ftory of the Difeafe, he enters his Cure
for the fpotted Small-Pox, for which you
will fee little Occafion, fince he owns him=
felf he could never carry one to the firft
critical Day ; but the fame Method doubt=
lefs is to ferve for all of the confluent Sort,
whether truly fuch, or thofe he calls Ano-
walous.

* Sec the Difcourfe on Fevers, p. 310.
“In
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“In this (faith he) I bleed in large
¢« Quantities, ply the Patient with cool
« Tankards: (2 wvery acceptable Phyfician
« furely) every Evening I give an Ounce
« or an Ounce and half of Syrup of Dia-
¢ codmm, and three Hours after it, if he
« cannot fleep, 1o much more ; T fharpen
‘ a]l his Liquors with Spirit of Vitriol,
« and on the {feventh Day I order Mercy-
« rius Dulcis and Cimmabar of  Antimony,
‘ each half a Scruple, made into a Bolus
“ with any Conferve ; the {fame on the
« thirteenth. When the laft critical Day
¢ js over I bleed again to about twelve
“ QOunces; the next I give my Gout Purge,
« and in the Even of the fame Day, a Dig-
“ codinm Draught.

To another, under his Anomalons Pocks,
he tells us, that “no Ptyalifm coming on,
% he gave Quickfilver, which not anfwer-
“ ing, and the Patient continuing in ex-
“ tremis, he refolves to make a Child of
“ him, and to purge him to eight or ten
“ Motions (which it [bould [eem, be can do
when and as oft as he pleafeth, neither a
Stool over mor yet umder bhis determined
Number,  knowmg with another  famous
Man, bow to [quare a Purge to each Con-
[titution) © every Day till the Danger of
¢ the Difeafe is paft.”

I have here laid down the Method, that
you might fee upon how {lippery and un-

certan
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certain a2 Foundation this Gentleman builds
the Cure; and judge whether it be not |
likely to do more Mifchief with Mercurius
Dulcis, Cinnabar of Antimony, indifirimi-
nate Phlebotamy, Narcoticks and Gout Purges,
in thefe carly Stages of the Difeale, than
by adminiftring of Gaftoin’s Powder, which
he fays has flain its Thoufands, pay its tens
of Thoufands. |

I am fure I need not nfe Arguments
with a Perfon of your Experience, to prove
the Danger of fuch Remedies, in the be-
ginning of this Diftemper ; which is abfo-
lutely putting Nature out of her Way of
bringing this morbid Fruit to its Perfection,
Children do not bear ANarcotic Medicines,
even in the fmaller Quantities, fo well as
the Adult; nor ought any fuch to be
given even to the laft, before the Eruption
1s finifhed, if poflible to be avoided, or be-
fore the putrid Fever (called the ficond) is
beginning to come on.

If I can retrieve all the loofe Sheets of
fome Memoirs of Practice in this Difeafe for
twenty Years paft (as I have done fome of
them) in order to compleat my Hiftory
of the fame, I doubt not being able to
prefent you with a Plan thereof, much bet-
ter eftablithed and confirmed by Obfer-
vation, than this of our Author’s. There
is indeed fcarce any acute Illnefs in which
it behoves us to be more diligent in ob,

5 ' ferving



Legacy furveyd, 9r1

ferving ' Nature’s Steps in the Progrefs of
the Dlﬁﬁ'mptl‘ through all its Variations,
than in this before us, in which I know
fome bold Men by ftepping out of the
Way, have at fome times acquired great
Applauﬁt from the Ignorant. Such a one
as this I PEI‘CEIVE was made by our Phy-
fician in a Cale given up for loft by ano-
ther, efpecially if bleeding fhould be en-
terprized upon her, in expeftation of a
Refcue thereby from Death. The Doéor
ventures boldly, well knowing fhe could
but die, altho’ fhe recovered, contrary to
the Prognoftick which had been made by
that other, if we may take our Phyfician’s
Word for the fame. Andg thus, Sir, it
will happen, tho’ many have “forfeited
their Lives to rafh Experiments, fome
few Examples may be given of thofe
who have efcaped thereby, not fo much
{from Judgment, as an wnforefeen Incident
in their behalf, of which the Enterprizer
makes no fmall Advantage, who would
have all imputed to his Cunning and
greater Penetration into the Nature of the
Difeafe, than of thgfe confulted before
him, and who differed in Opinion from him.
I remember it was an early Obfervation
of a great Man in the Faculty ¥, that if
a Mountebank faved but One Gnly out

* Dr. Edw, Brows,
of
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of Ten, that One would be ready at all
times to {pread his Fame; for the Dead
¢could tell no Tales: But if the Phyfician
did not recover Nine of the fame Number,
he would be deemed Ignorant, nay, it is
odds (fazth he) if the Friends of the fingly
deceafed Perfon do not refle& upon and
arraign his Judgment. How often do you
not fee the Bold and Ignorant pufh, where
the Learned and more Prudent dare not
rifque their Credit? |
As to Bleeding particularly, inany Stage
or at any Time of this Malady, I have
formed to my{elf the {ame Judgment as of
the Bark, that where the Type of the Fe-
ver is reguldr in its periodical Returns,
there can {carce be any contra Indication
to its ufe; fo is it in the Cafe of Bleed-
ing even at any time of this Diftemper,
where there is great and violent Inflamma-
tion on the Membranes, producing Pleu-
rify on the Side, Peripneumony on the
Breaft, or Phrenzy on thofe of the Brain ;
here, I fay, Bleeding in large Quantities
at once, or repeated in the {maller, till
the Symptoms go off, is juftifiable Practice ;
which is more than I dare fay of giving a
purging Medicine before the State of Ma-
turation, where that State is like to be ac-
complithed, or till we have good Realon
to beliecve Nature has done all fthe can
that Way.
of
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Of the Meafles.

After the foregoing Account of the Small
Pocks, he comes to fpeak of the Mea-
fles; wherein he has certainly betrayed as
little Knowledge in their Nature as in the
Cure. He does not, it feems, remember
any one’s dying thereof, till about twenty-
five Years paft, when by the help of Gaf-
coin’s Powder (or poffibly our Ignorance of the
Effeits of Quickfilver) and bezoartick Bo-
lus’s, together with Blifters and a hot Re-
gimen, the Difeale is become as mortal as
the Small Pocks.

Had this Gentleman thoroughly looked
over his Mafter Sydenham’s Oblervations
of one certain Jutemperies in our Atmo-
{phere, favouring at fome times one cer-
tain epidemic Fever, at others a different
one, at leaft in fome of the Symptoms at-
tending : One Year a benign Swall Pocks of
Meafles ; fome Yearsafter a quite different
Sort, malign and very fatal in Comparifon of
thofe which went before; he would have
known that the Meafles of the Year 1674
were of this laft Kind, and differed much
from thofe of the preceding Years, in their
dangerous attending Symptoms. Indeed,
many Years fince that, had he been as
faithful and diligent in his Regifter of the

1eigning
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reigning Epidemicks, as that worthy Man,
he might have found a Seafon within his
own Account, when this Difeafe {fwept a-
way great Numbers of little ones, and
fome few grown Perfons, without the help
of Gafcoin’s Powder (many of them) or
bezoartick Boles ; had he known any
thing of this Sort of Meafles, he would not
have fixed its Termination at the fourth
or fifth Day, nor yet always at the fixth
or feventh, tho' generally {peaking it fi-
nitheth its Courle about the firft of thefe
laft.

Thofe who' are acquainted with the Na-
ture of the malign Meafles, or fuch as I
fo term from the inflanimatory State of the
Blood, beyond that in the milder Species;
muft know, that the Fever attending is
truly Peripnenmonick, and to be treated as
fuch ; witnefs the dry Cough and Dy/pnea
accompanying ; Bleeding repeated as the
Symptoms are urgent, is here as neceflary
as in the Pleurily itfelf; Bliftering alfo, let
this Gentleman fay what he pleafes againft it,
is a moft excellent revulfive. Limnélus's ex
Ol. Amygdal. dul. cum Syr. Papav. Errat.
Sperma Ceti Mixtures, and all the foft
Pe&orals; alfo Sal. Prunel. with Emulfions
ex Amyed. d. cum Sem. fr. with whatever
may bridle the inordinate Motion of the
Blood, and abate the Inflammation there-
of, are the whole of the internal Regimen,

unlefs
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unlefs Clyfters of Milk and Sugar or the
Syr. Viol. may be wanted between whiles;
under a coftive Belly.

*Tis I am fure within the Time he has
fet, this Difeafe was fo very epidemical
that I myfelf have bled feven Children the .
fame Day, hard labouring for Breath un-
der the Peripnenmony attending ; four of
which efcaped, and three were taken off
cum anhelitw difficili. In the behalf of
Belzebub, as our Phyfician is pleafed
(from Dr. Baynard) to term the Cantharis,
every one who efcaped I well remember
had a Blifter running on them for,
fome Days, which contributed, I am fully
fatisfied, towards the relief of the Cough,
and Dy/pnea, as well as the attending
Fever ; two of thofec who died had none ;
nor was one Grain (I verily think) of
the truculent Bezoar prelcribed for either ;
oily Mixtures with Sperma Ceti, Pe&oral
Ptifanes, with lenient Clyfters, and re-
peated Venzfection making the whole of
the medicinal “ Regimen. Thefe Fevers
very frequently ran out into Heiticks, the
Cough continuing ; and unlefs the Coun-
try Air with the Afs’s Milk and Abfor-
bentia, took place, the Patient at long
run was deftroyed by a true pulmonary
Phthifis.

Whilft this Man of great Judgment in-
forms us, there is nothing more required in

this
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this Difeale but to give the Child ill of the
fame, a little Diacodium, than which un~ |
der the great Difficulty of Refpiration, no-
thing can be more likely to ftrangle them
at once, cipecially where no Blifter is
applied, that may in fome meafure ob-
viate the Danger. But furely it is very
ftrange that our Phyfician, who is fo fond
of his high and repeated Bleedings in all o-
ther inflammatory Fevers, fays not oneWord
of any occafion thereof in this, wherein
oftentimes the principal Relief confifts.

The prefent Conflitution, wviz. March
1733. affords us an Example of a Meafly
Fever as epidemical as that before men-
tioned, even Mortal beyond the Small-
Pox itfelf, as I find by a weekly Bill I
have juft now taken in, by which it ap-
- pears that between March 27 and April 3,

there have died of the Meafles twenty-
five, of the Small-Pox twenty-one; fince
then of the Meafles forty, Small-Pox
fixteen.

Of the Scarlet Fever.

After the Meafles he placeth the Scarlet
Fever, and, as if they were of Kin, in-
ftead of joining them to the mildeft Spe-
cies of the Small Pocks, which they much
more relemble, he enters the Swine or

Chicken Pocks, we haye already obferyed :
| In
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In this there being no room for the Doétor,
he fays the Patient is to ufe the famec
Means as for the Meafles, that is, “Dsaco-
dium in the beginning, and Purging duly
after them.

The Eryfipelas.

His Diftin¢tion of this Difeafe by the
Greck Appellation, and that fuperftitious
Englifb one given it by the Roman Catho-
licks, is without foundation. He tells us,
where it happens in the Face, it is named
§t. Anthony’s Fire, but if upon other Parts,
Eryfipelas ; both Names being promiicuoudly
ufed by the Surgeons, and no other than
the firft of thefe by the common People,
be the Siruation where it will: *T'is here
he mentions his high Bleeding and frequent
Purging, altho’ the true and exquifite Ery-
[ipelas, 1eated particularly about the Head
and Face, requires the utmoft Caution as to
‘both. Bleeding at thefec times has been
'difputed by good Artifts, upon the Autho-
tity of Hippocrates, that is, for fear the
' bilious Humour fhall be called back into
'the Blood, and revert upon the noble
 Parts, where it may kill the Patient.  Ery-
fipelas ab intra, foras, bonum ; [ed ab extra,
intus rediens, peffimum. U pon this Account
they have chofe by gentle cordial Diapho-
reticks, to promote the Perfpiration of the
Et Humour
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Humour by the Skin, and to make Revul- |
fion for the Security of the Brain (where |
the Diftemper appears about the Head and |
Face) by Blifters, both behind the Ears
and upon the Shoulders, of which the
Do&or takes no Notice, altho’ the prin-
cipal Remedy, under this particular Situa-
tion of the Difeafe; concerning which you
may pleafe to confult my firft Volume and
firft Section of the Skin Difeafes, whilft I
take notice of the next.

The Peripneumony,

Which fhould have followed the worft Sort
of the meafly Fever, having thefame Symp-
toms, bating the Eruption and requiring the
like Method of Cureinevery refpe&, viz.high
Bleeding as he phrafeth it, at leaft repeated in
the fmaller Quantitics, till the Symptoms
go off, and Bliftering alfo, notwithftanding,
his Oppofition thereto; his Liniment and
his Lambative are allowable, leaving out
the Spirit of Vitriol, which by ftraitening
the Bronchiz and corrugating the nervous
Fibrille, will rather cramp and fiffen,
than foften or relax thofe Veficule, con-
cerned as well in Infpiration as Expiration
of the Air, to and from the Lungs.

The
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The Plenrify

Is, according to this Gentleman, the
one half of a Peripnewmony. 1 fhall not
deny but where there is Adhefion of the
T.obes of the Lungs to the Plenra, or of
their outward invefting Membrane to the
inward one of the Ribs, there may be a
confent of Parts, that is, I mean by the
Inflammation communicating from one to
the other; but thefe do not often fall out.
The Peripneumony, frictly ipeaking, is an
Inflammation of the Lungs, as the Pleurify
is upon the Membrane whence it has its
Name, viz. the Plenra; and he might
with as good Reafon have told us, that the
firft of thefe is one half of the laft, as this
laft of the firft. But this, it feems, is not
the only Difcovery he has made in regard
to the Difeafe, of which, he fays, he never
knew any one die, unlefs for want of
Bleeding. In this, I muft own, I can
give no more Credit than to that of his
Definition ; for tho’ T never durft run fuch
Lengths myfelf, I bave feen fome others
purfue his ~Praice, yet without fuccefs;
unlefs he would have the whole Mafs ex-
haufted, which may be done by Artcrio-
tomy, but notalways by Phlebotomy: When
he has one Way to come off, by acquainting
us, that the Patient did not dic of the

H 2 Pleurify,
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Plexrify, his Difeafe, altho’ of the Bleeding,

his Remedy.

The Quinfey.

|
1

The Learned, according to this learned
Man, make not three Species, but rather |
three Degrees of this Diftemper, viz. Cy- |

nanche, Synanche and Parafynanche. He

might have heard of others who have made |

four, and given the following Names, viz.

bjzmmbf, ‘Parafynanche, Cynauche and Pa- |
vachynanche ¥, of which, if they would

make any Thing, they muft make Species,
and not Degrees : the latter implying only
the more or lefs of the fame conconiitant
Symptoms, upon the fame fpecifical Di-
ftemper. But I perceive our Phyfician
1s entirely ignorant of the Nature or Ef=
fence of a true Angina, by his Defeription
thereof ; wbhich is that of an Inflammation
of the Tonfils and Glands about the Throat ;
as alfo of the Mufiles of the Windpipe and
Gullet 5 [0 that [wallowing of any Thing is
mml{y obftructed. 'The former of thefe,
viz. the Inflammation of the Uvula, Tm..
fille and backward Parts of the Fauces,
than which nothing is fo common upon
catching any Cold, as they call it, with

fome People, is no part at all of this Di-

* See Blanchard's Phyfical Di&ionary.
ftemper;
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ftemper ; neither yet the Tumour on the
cztcrnaﬁParts, whether of the Larynx or
Pharynx, which by comprefling the Arferia
Afpera os Windpipe, impede the Refpira-
tion, and conftituting that Species we call
Nitha five Spiria, are neither yet the true
Angina, which is an Inflammation on the
internal Mufcles of this Part, named from
its Cartilage, Arytenoides. 'This Mulcle,
with its Fellow, as Dr. Ke:ll rightly obferves,
running upon the upper Part of the Carti-
lage Arytensides internally, forms a Sphin-
- &er for contralting the Rimaula of the La-
rynx, and which being tumefied or in-
flamed, the Paffage of the Air to and
from the Lobes of the Lungs, is wholly
precluded or intercepted, and the Patient
fuffocated or ftrangled in few Hours, how-
ever ftill able with fome Difficulty, to
{wallow his Liquors, and could he take
Breath, would let them down as before.
I had the laft Summer a Patient labouring
under this truc Angima, where the Bron-
chotomy was performed, tho without its
withed for Succefs, (1he Impediment lying
below the Cannula) by that ingenious Artift
M. Noarfe, Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's.
The Patient, tho’ ftifled for want of Air,
made fhift to get down a Quantity of
Liquor, and lived thus four or five Days
taking that little Air he had, thro’ the

g Pipe
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Pipe introduced between the Rings of the |
Bronchs. " b

This Difeafe, as he rightly obferves,
requires as high Bleeding as any. Blifter-
ing alfo behind the Ears, wel ad latera
colli ufque extendentia, and between the |
Shoulders (whatever he may think thereof)
is as highly neceflary. I once took three-
{core Ounces the fame Day at three feveral
times, from a Patient labouring under this
Dilemma through the fame Orifice. The
next Day the Oppreflion ftiil encreafing, I
intended to take fo muech more from the
other Arm ; but after drawing off about
thirty at twice, the Pulle flagged, and I
could get no more, tho I endeavoured at
the former Orifice where it ran out the
firft Day plentifully ; that which encou-
raged my going thus far, was, my Patient
thought he breathed fomewhat better
whilft the Stream was running ; but
finding himfelf faint after the laft bleed-
ing, the Bloed ftopt, and he furvived not
more than two Hours, tho’ he was per-
fectly recovered of the Deliguinm animi,
which gave me no little Comfort in ob-
. viating a Refle&tion otherwife that I had
killed him by Bleeding, not his Difeafe,
which I endeavoured to take off thereby,
and which left me only the Satisfaltion
of having done the beft I ,could to fave

Life,
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Life, which was not loft, I think, as this
Gentleman infinuates in that of the Pleu-
rify, for want of Blecding,

For the furthering of the Cure, he
prefents us with two Gargariims; the one
from Sydenham, a very good one, prepared
of Plantane and Frogs Spawn Water, beat
with the Whites of Eggs and Syrup of Mﬂz
berries ; the other from the Devil, or {ome
Spirit, as malevolent to the good of Man-
kind, who firft put it into the Head of
our Phyfician, prepared of half a Dram of
fiiblimate two Drams of Cremor Tartar, dif-
folved in a Pint of IWater.

The Rbeumatifm

Is, according to our Phyfician, a high
inflammatory Fever, although in his Chap-
ter of the Confumption, he demes any
chronical Difeafe befides, to be attended
with Inflammation. That the Rbewmatifm
is Chrowical, at leaft runs out beyond the
Stage of any acute Difeale, is evident by
manv Inftances of fuch as have been not
only feveral Weeks but Months confined,
thereby unable to fland or move from
the Bed to the Fire-fide; but if the Dil-
cafe be fo highly inflammatory, we might
have expeéed furely from our Phyfician,
that high Bleeding muft have been the Re-
sedy ; e/pecially the Blood being n the [ame
| H 4 condition
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condition with that of Pleuriticks, or rather
more fizy than in any other Diftemper. It fwells
the Parts where it comes, and the Pains are |
‘more tolerable in the “Day than in the Night. |
As to which, tho’ 1 have found fome
fcorbutick Pains, and thofe we call ner-
vous Rheumatifms, where there is no ap-
pearance of any Swelling, but much more
the venereal, heightened by the Heat of
‘the Bed, yet in the humoural Rheumatiim
I never found this Difference between
the Night and the Day, as to the Patient’s
Complaint. The greater Pain may pofli-
bly, by the Amuiement in the Day, be at
fome times lefs heeded, whilft the lefler,
by the Stillnefs of the Night, and Lone-
fomenefs, is more taken Notice of: But
now to the Cure; and fince f:feediﬂg even
to one hundred Ounces, or more, (as he juftly
vemarks) has been fﬂﬂﬁd of no Uﬁ’ or Service,
what is to be done, unlefs by taking of f:(gbt
Grains of Turbith Mineral made into an E-
leétuary, (tho’ I {fuppofe he means a Bolus)
with a ‘Dram of Conferve of Hipps, and at
Bed-time an Ounce or an Ounce and half of
‘Diacodinin ; the firlt being to raife the
cvil Spirit, the laft to lay him ; the next
Nmﬁ:t his, Gﬂﬂf Sweat, of which befores
tl]gn he is to be thrown into the River,
where tho’ he can ftir neither Hand nor
Foot, he may {wim or fink; I mean, Sir,
(that I may (zm‘ wrong the ‘I).:?ﬁar, hc is to

I be
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be pit into the Cold Bath; and if, as in
fome States of this Difeafe it may fall out,
he is not killed by the Experiment, he has
his Chance of coming out a great deal
better or a great deal worfe.

The Difeafe is doubtlefs to be treated as
inflammatory, by Lenients, and a foft cool-
ing Regimen in general, like the Pleurify,
bating the Evacuation by Bleeding, as the
Doétor rightly obferves, unlefs the Breaft
or Sides are affeted with the Difeafe ;
but I cannot think the Shock of a Tur-
bith Vomit, however it may revel from
the Joynts, by any means {uitable to the
Condition of a poor Creature, who is inca-
pable of moving a Straw’s breadth either
Hand or Foot from that part of the Bed
he is laid on, efpecially fhould any part
of the Trunk be therewith affected. W here
the Pains are fixed on fome particular Part,
there is nothing gives that Reliet as a
Drein of the tharp Humour vellicating the
Membranes, by an Epifpaftick applied
upon the fame; nay, where they are flect-
ing I have followed them this Way from
one Limb to the other, and in few Days
fet the Patient at liberty, who had been
tied down many Weeks before to his Bed ;
nor have I known any who made not light
of the fmart of the Blifter, in comparifon
of the more torturing one from the Dil-
eafe. 'This Way, I can affure yop, I have

.requently
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Arequently given Eafe and procured quiet
Nights, where “Diacodium, which 1 have

long fince left off, as only fixing the Com-

plaint, has availed nothing,

The Ague.

From the Rheumatifm, as this Gen-
~ tleman takes his Tour, his next Stage is

- the Ague; which after much Pains and |

Study, he has difcovered-to be a mervous
Fever of the acute Kind, as the Confumption
is an inflammatory Cbrm;fk but tho it bea
Fever it does not proceed fram an inflamed
Mafs of Blood, as all other Fevers do, but
from an Hr.«,zxw, (7. e. an inflamed Maﬁ
of Spirits) or wilent Motion of the animal
Spirats, which you muft underftand canfes
as great a Degree of Heat, as of the Blood
were in the moft exalted Fermentation, all
Heat being nothing elfe but the Efet of
Motion.

Again, for you fhall have another touch
of this Man’s Philofophy concerning this
Diftemper 5 Phyficians, faith he, bave been
very much at a Leofs, (and what they
will gain by this Difcovery 1 cannot fee)
to find ont the Caufe and Seat of this Dif-

eafe, being, as was oblerved before, a nervous -

Fever, 2t muft proceed {7‘0??1 the' Brain ;
ﬂrbfrwzfé how 15 it poffible it [hould keep its

flated Periods, [0 as to come at the [ame

Hour,
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Flour, every Day, every third or every fourth,
as it certamly doesy reckoning the Days in-
clufive ; whereas in an inflamed Mafs of Blood,
the Fever always continues, till the Inflamma-
tion is wholly taken off, and then the Fever
ceafes without any veiurn.

May we not cry out with the Philo-
fopher, who was exploring the unknown
Caufe of a different Phznomenon, upyxe,
copua, nunc oft imventum, vel munc faltem
clarior e temebris. 'This Gentleman is cer-
tainly ordained to find out the Longi-
tude; he does not (it muft be owned)
placé an Archens in the Stomach, with
Van Helmont, but has with another as
great an Enthufiaft, fet up a King call’d
Microcofmeter, in bis Palace the Brain, who
keeps an Alarm-Bell in the Turrit or up-
permoft Part thercof, where no fooner
does that go off which is fet fometimes for
each Day at the fame Hour, {fometimes
cach other, or poflibly each third, but
firait a Detachment of little Bodies called
Animal Spirits, iffue out from diftin&
Parts, when meecting about the Confines
they skirmifh together, and raife a great
Diforder in the animal Machine, till the
one Party being vanquifhed, the Con-
querors retire again to their Pofts in the
Citadel, and leave all quiet till the next
Alarm, or ftated Period, for their going
forth again.

To
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|
To be ferious, dear Sir, tho’ T pre-
tend not to folve the Periods of this le-
eafe, which notwithftanding all our mo-
dern Explications, I ftill reckon one of ‘
Nature’s Secrets; yet I can as eafily re-
concile the fame to fome latent Fomes
in the Blood, or in the chilous Juice,
poured into the fame, accumulated in
certain Spaces of Time, longer or fhort-
er, or requiring fuch certain Space be-
fore it is able to raife this Febrile Luctus
or Effervefcence thercin, as to an Araxy
of § pirits, I know as little of. The one
I thmk is more intelligible, at leaft than
the other, as to the ¢, or guod fit. If
he means any thing more by thefe ani-
mal Spirits; than the finer and fubtiller
Parts of the Blood, whofe Vehicle is the
nervous Fluid, if not the Effence itfelf
of fuch Spirits, they may be no better
than meer Non-entities ; befides, to talk
of a Heat raifed among thefe Spirits them-
felves, independent of the Blood, is like
talking of a Fire without Pabulum or Fuel
to fupport it. The Araxy then of thefe
Spirits can only influence the Difpence of
the nervous Fluid to the Heart, upon
whofe Motion the Quicknels or Slownefs of
the Blood, and confequently the Degrees
of Heat alfo, entirely depend. Al Heat,
he fays, can be the Effeit of mothing elfe
but Motion ; but then, he fhould have
added,
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added, the Motion of the Blood, and not
his animal Spirits, however thence at firft
derived.
. There are fome who tell us, the fame
time, reckoning that of ecach Febrile
Paroxyfm, is taken up before the Blood
is {o thoroughly defpumed, as to get ab-
folutely clear of the morbid Indoles in
this intermitting Fever, as in that which
is continual ; but this, I think, is a Spe-
culation we need not dwell on, efpecially
fince we are fo happy as to be Mafters of
a Remedy, which, firiking at the Root,
deftroys that very Fomes which gives it
Effence. What a Bleffing would it be to
Mankind, were we fo happy as to difcover
one that would do as much in that which
is continual ? 1 need not tell you this Re-
medy is the Bark, which our Phyfician is
fo good, for our farther Inftruction, as to
tells us that in Perus, where you may i-
magine he has been, i is called Cafiarilla ;
and that it may be dauéfed whether or no
One hundred weight of it is ufed throygh-
out the whole Kingdom, which, for your
ftill farther Information, he does affure you,
having doubtlefs taken a Survey there-
of, s twenty times as large as Great Bri-
tain.

The Vertue of this Remedy he will have
to confift in its refinous Quality ; but
then methinks he fhould have rather or-

dered
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dered its being infufed in Brandy or Spi-
rit of Wine than in the Wine itfelf; the
former being the much fitter Men/fruum
to extratt the Rofin than the latter; and
if the fole Vertue of this Drug lies in thefe
refinous Parts, then furely we ought to

b ot e i e B e

prefer the Rofin its felf to this Gentle-

man’s Mcthod of giving it ; where the
Patient, of whatever Temperament, hot

and heétical, as well as cold and phleg-

matick, muft drink a Gallon of Claret,
in three or four Days time, before he can
write Probatum ; and then poffibly may be
obliged in fo many more to run the {ame
Round again.

I am firmly of Opinion there is a great
deal of its febrifuge Property confifting
in its ftyptick Particles; and that the
Juices of the Stomach draw out from
its Subftance fincly powdered, a better
Extra¢t and Tincture for Nature’s ulfe,
than any which are or can be prepared
by Art, where the Stomach does no ways
naufeate its Adminiftration in that way:
Nor have we more to fear hence than
from its Rofin, its Tin¢ture or its Extraét,
efpecially in well conftituted Vifcera, fince
whatever is of ufe to the fubjugating the
febrile Ferment, being, with the Chyle
therewith impregnated, conveyed by the
Ta&eals into the Blood, the terrene Fz-
culency pafles off with the inteftinal Fa-

CCS.
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ces. But I have dwelt too long upon this
Subjedt, and therefore haften to his next
Chapter, which is that of his

Fever on the Spirits,

Where I fhall be as fhort ; for if Phyfi-
cians have made any fuch Remark as he
charges them with, that this Fever does
not appear in any manner whatever,
then his own is very juft, that ‘De! non
exiftentibus & non apparentibus eadem eff
ratio.

If there be indeed no fuch Things as
animal Spirits, there can be then no Fe-
ver on thofe Spirits. But this is far from
the Point he aims at, which is to prove
that, wherein he is right, viz. there can
be no Fever which does not affect thefe
Spirits, or which is not afleted one Way
or other by them; but as to thofe which
from the nervous Symptoms attending, fuch
as Tremor, Subfultus, Oppreffion on the Pre-
cordia, Syncope, and the like, we call
nervous Fevers, or fuch where the nervous
Fluid is more immediately concerned, and
therefore by the common People are un-
derftood by the Name of Fevers on the
Spirits : Whoever denies the #Appearance
of fuch, muft deny his Senfes;:for tho’ the
Fever burns not out like thofe of the
inflammatory, and fhows itfelf rather by
a de-

L]
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a depreft than a high Pulfe; yet the in-
ward Thirft, and the dry Tongue, with
the other unhappy Symptoms before ob-
ferved, fufficiently fhow even, without
viewing the Eruptions (where there ap-
pear fuch upon the Skin) to what Spe-
cies of Fevers the fame do appertain.
Of which I have faid enough in my Dif-
courfe upon this Subjet, and fhall clofe
this with our Author’s own philofophical
Conclufion.

As all animal Fluids confyft of animal and
vegetable Beings, Alkalis and Acids, or
which may be thus accounted Spirit, Sul-
phur, Salt, Earth and Water, ’lis plain that
none of thefe, except the firft, can raife a
Fever. Ergo, Without the Intervention of
Spirit no Fever can arife, or, which is the
fame thing, all Fevers proceed from the Spi-
rits., Q. Eu D.

Difeafes of the Stomach

As moft of the Difeafes which infeft
us, whether Chronical or Acute, elpecially
thofe we call Crapulary, have their Source
in this Part, even according to this Gen-
tleman’s own Conceflion; fo every Writer
of a general Hiftory of Phyfick, fhould I
think fet out here, however he has thonght
proper that the Diftempers of this Part and
its Appendages, the Inteftines, fhould bring

. up
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up his Rear ; in the Cure of which, as an
early Tafte of his Judgment, he gives us
to underftand that Vomits ought to be dif-
carded Praltice, as conirary to Nature:
And yet furely he muft at one time or
other have obferved, that when at any
Time a Man has taken a Bottle or two
too many, there is nothing more natural
than for the over-loaded Stomach to throw
it up again; and happy furely has it been
for many, who by this Benefit either na-
turally or artificially procured,” have e-
fcaped the Danger of a Fever, or fome
other as fatal a Difeafe. This indeed has
the Confent of almoft all Phyficians, at
leaft of all fuch as deferve that Name.
This, as I faid but now, has the Voice of
Nature herfelt to back it,and without which
Phyfick too often is given in vain. This
is the dire®@ Way, the moft fpeedy and
the moft ufeful to throw off a vicious
Load of indigefted Aliment or vifcid Phlegm
impalted in the Coats of the Stomach,
more difficultly wrought upon by purg-
ing Remedies, and which might otherwife
kindle a Flame in the Blood, and lay the
Foundation for an acute, or by fiufiing
up fome of the {maller Veffels, a more
chronical Illnefs. _

Had he confulted Dr. Sydenbam, who
is allowed by all to have been one of the

moft judicions, and the beft practical Phy-
{Fipes fician
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fician of the Age in which the lived, as
well as the moft careful Obferver of Na-'-f}
ture’s Steps, in her frecing herfelf from |
the Burthen the at {fome times labours un- |
der, he would have found that very fa-
gacious Phyfician had {fo high an Opi-
nion of this Evacuation, particularly in
Fevers, that in thofec continual ones of
the Years 61, 62, 63 and 64, he always
began with vomiting his Patient; nay,
when he was called late, and underftood
the fame had been indicated by Naufea
at the frft Invafion, he made no Diffi-
culty of adminiftering the fame at any
Time of the Difeafe, even on the twelfth
Day of Decumbituare, if he found the Pa-
tient had Strength to bear it. His ufual
Vomit was the Pinum Bened. with Oxymel
of Squills, and the compound Syrup of
Scabious, fix Drams of the firft and half
an Ounce of each of the laft ; a very furly
one furely, in comparifon of our much
fafer and moft harmlels Tpecacnhanna 5 or
had the Gentleman been acquainted with
the Writings of Hippocrates, to which I
fear he is a Stranger, he might have found
many cxcellent Precepts relating thereto :
As, fichk, Thar preternatural and excremen-
titious Humours are to be voided by the moft
eafy and veady Paffages which Nauature has
contrived for their Outlets. Thus, faith he,
the offending Matter of the Stomach is beft
difcharged
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difcharged by avo xdSapri, i e. Surfum
2hat of the Inteftines by the xaza, i. e. De-
orfum. Again, That Phlegm, whether in
the Lungs or Stomach (as being there bred
or heaped up in thofe Parts) s bef? empticd
by Vomiting ; whilft the Bile contrarily, dif-
charged into the Guts, muff be purged a-
way or conveyed downwards by Stool. Far~
ther, he gives Rules as to the Seafons of
the Year, that Pomiting 1s moft agreeable in
the Summer, pﬂrgiﬂg m the Winter, as to
Conftitution of Bodies, that tho' [flender
People bear this Operation beft, yet the tabid
and hettical cannot [uffer it, for fear of ha-
Zarding their Lungs, and bringing on He-
moptoe or Spitting of Blood ; and that in gene-
valthofe who are difficult to vomit, are there-
foreto be purged downwards.

Thefe, with the like Inftrutions, he
may find even among the Aphorifins of
the Father of Phyfick; and if his Vomit
was yet harfher, viz. the Ellebore, what
have we to fear from our Indian Root,
which on the Account of its many excel-
lent Properties, not fingly as an Emetick
to cleanfe the Filth of the Stomach,
but for the gentle Revulfion made there-
by, in many ftubborn inteftinal Fluxes,
deferves Eulogy almoft equal to the Bark
itfelf?

T2 *T'is
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"Tis in this Chapter our Phyfician tells
us, he fball forbear to mention the many |
Inflances of thofe who have died under ther |
Operations but it had certainly been as |
well for Blm if he could have perfuaded
Mr. Bradley, the Surgeon, to have left
out of his Book, thoie Inftances of the
two Gentlemen who died lately under the
Operation of his Horfe Purges. What has
happened by Autimomal Vomits, I can-
not fay; but 1 believe he cann{}t give
one Inftance where the Death even of a
Child, could be reafonably imputed to the
taking half a Scruple of Ipecacubanna ; or
of any grown Perlons, from a Scruple or
~ half a Dram, cfpeclaliy dire¢ted by a Per-
fon of any tolerable Judgment or Expe-
rience in Phyfick; before the adminiftering
of which Remedy, ’tis feldom to much
purpofe to order his Szl Abfinth. cum
Suc. Limon. neither yet his Elix. Fatriok,
however a good Medicine properly timed,
much lefs zhe Tméture of Steel with Elix.
Proprietat.  Firft remove the flimy Filth
that lines the villofe Tunicle of the Ven-
tricle or Stomach, which cannot {o eafi-
ly be purged downwards, or without
raifing fome Difturbance in the Blood ;
and then thele Remedies may poflibly
take place: Befides, there can be, no
purging Medicine, unlefs the Leniefits,
which are given in the Room of Clyfters

for
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for the fake of Relaxation, but what will
carry off the nutritious as well as excre-
mentitions Humours, to the weakening
oftentimes of the Patient’s Strength, lets
fitted to bear fuch Evacuation: Eafy and
gentle Vomiting on the contrary, throws
out only what is noxious, and leaves the
Patient ftronger for the moft part, at lealt
more eafy and refrefhed thercby. But
furely T need fay no more to juftify “an
Operation fo conftantly in pradtife, and
as conftantly found to be beneficial, where
no Contraindication (as Hippocrates bimfelf
takes notice) fhall forbid. There are ma-
ny of thefe againft Purging, but few only
againft this Operation.

This Gentleman has furely a very weak
Memory ; and yet if he could forget his
publick Declaration againft Opiates, but a
few Lines before he direéts one in the
moft unproportionate and dangerous Dofe
that was ever prefcribed by any Phyfi-
cian before him; it is lefs wonderful we
‘fhould here find, after fome Pages, that he
had advifed one of the rougheft himielf,
viz. the Turpethum Min. as in the Rbex-
matifm and Faundice ; he fhould, 1 fay,
now exclaim againft Vomits in general ; and
very formally acquaint us that he fhall
forbear to mention the many Inftances of
thofe who haye died under their Operation.

I3 Difeafes
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Difeafes of the Inteftines.

From the Stomach our Phyfician de- |

feends orderly to the Difeafes of the |
Guts, where he plays the E.t)'ma!agg'f:‘

a
|
|
|

giving not only their Names, but the |
Reafons alfo of thofe Names; and thus |

the firft, he fays, has its Name of Duode-

num, fmm its fuppofed length of twelve

fﬂft’ﬁes s the fecond Fejunum, becaufe it is rave

to find any Excrements therein; he fhould
have faid Chyle, for no Excrement is
formed there, nor can come thither,
unlefs the whole Duétus Ablmentalis, 1
mean the Peryftaltick Motion thereof, hap-

pens to be inverted, when fuch Execre-

ment has been found thrown up by the
Mouth, the Cafe of the fliac Paffion, named
from its terrible Symptoms, Miferere; the
third Iliwm, the Seat of that Difeafe, a
Circumvolvendo ; Cecum the blind Gut,
or which has only the fame Paffage where-
by the F=zces are let in, and pafs out a-
gain ; Colon ab Impediendo, (-ather a xoirey
Cavum.) ‘This, he {fays, is the Seat of
that Difeafe called Cholera Morbus or the
Colick; of the latter it may be; but I
diftinguifh thefe two, and believe that
of the latter (as it fhould feem by the
inceflant bilious Vomiting) to be, if not
in the Stomach itfelf, yet nearer thereto

than
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than the Colon: as the Duwodenum, where
the Bile is difcharged,, for its Admixtion
with the Pancreatick Juice, at thefe Times
under a praeternatural Fermentation ; but
this T readily fubmit. The laft he informs
us is the Reéfum, {o called from its fireight
Paffage to the Anus.

Our learned Reader will eafily perceive
the one half of thefe have their Dernva-
tions from the Greek; tho’ our learned
Phyfician has not given the Radix of
cither ; mor fhould he have called this
Chapter by the Name of the Difeafes of
the Inteftines, which concerns little more
than their Nomenclature, and to which he
fubjoins another, immediately following,
nnder the fame Title of

- Difeafes of the Inteftines.

Among thefc the firft he gives us, is
that of the Iiack Paffion belore mentioned,
in which there is nothing more 1o be done
than to give your Patient a Pound or a

Pound - and  balf of Crude Mercury or

nichfilver; & ut intrat Mercurius, fic
exit Hliaca. The Colick is next, which in
the preceding he makes the fame as the
Cholera Morbus ; for the Cure of this, you
are to take the Powder of Rhbubarb, Cre-
mor Tartar. Liquorifb and Coriander Seeds.

If this Pain be great, the Patient is to
I4 {wallow
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{wallow the following Draught or Julep,
I know not which, it being too big for
the one and too little for the other, wiz.
Black Cherry Water and Miut Water, of
each two Ounces, [trong Cinnamon Water,
I know not how much, with twenty Drops
of liguid Lauvdanum: This is to take off |
the Pain, when you may try the next,
which however fuited to ftay the Vo-
miting, may very likely bring it on a-
gain, viz. the Sal Abfinth. cum Succo Li-
monum, as it is ordered for the ‘Difeafes of
the Stomach.

The laft are thofe of the Reifum,
where we have a Recipe for flat Worms,
which he moft abfurdly calls Afcarides ;
for the Lumbricus Latus is {eated higher
up, and is five hundred fold, I might fay
a thoufand, longer than thefe Vermiculi
bred upon the very Verge of the Anws,
and continually irritating the faid Part ;
the Remedy is by boiling Quickfilver in Wa-
ter (a very antient one) and throwmg in the
Jame Clyfter-wife. .

To this Account of the Flat WWorms or
Aftarides, he immediately annexes his Cafe
of Mifs Corbet, which, he lays, made a
very great Noife all over the Town ; the
Right Honourable the Lady Louifa Berkley
bemg left off by other Phyficians, the Right
Honourable the Lady Rachel Manners, being
left aff by her Phyficians,  Now whether Mifs

Corbet,

i o e’ e
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Corbet, or thefe Right Honourables, had
any of thefe flat Worms or Afcarides, we
arc left in the dark ; the Doctor only tells us,
that it was agreed on all Hands (he means
certainly the Nurfes) that be kept them alive
feveral “Days longer (tho' they happened to
die at laft) than was expetted by any Perfon
about them. You feel am right, for I faid
the Nurfes, who doubtlefs muft be the
People that were thws aftonithed at the
Do&tor’s keeping away Death fo long.

As for my Lord Yrwing the Duke of
Rutland, and Mr. Manfell, of a Welch
Fanuly, who all died of the Small-Pox, (not
of the flat Worms or Afcarides) tho the
Apothecaries gave it out (faith he) that 1
killed them, [ deny it ; for to the beft of
my Knowledge I never faw the Face of either
q}! them,

What a goodly Train of Right Ho-
nourables is here? And to what a goodly
End tacked to this abfurd Story about
the Difeafes of the ftrait Gut ? Let thofe
who can find it out, determine: I muft
own, I can fee no other than a very ridicu-
lous Amufement.

I have now, tho’ perhaps with too
much hafte, for which you muft excufe
me, ran over this Gentleman’s Praétice;
and am come to his Conclufion;*where,
after he has fpent his Artillery againft
the Apothecaries, for not recommending

him
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him even at a time when he would f{uf-
fer none, unlefs his own, to make up his
Prefcriptions, he gives us a Gafconnade a-
bout fome Miracles wrought in Glorceffer-
fhire, and fhuts up the whole with a Trap:-
Comical Farce; to which the Mountebank
or Sham Doétor, nor yet the forced Phy-

fician are {carcely to be compared. -
The Patient is brought upon the Stage,
not only fick but dying, under a high
Fever ; his Eyes fet in his Head, (tho’ the
Strings not quite broke) his Jaw fallen, his
Tongue direétly black and hard, his Face
of Indian Dye, with round Drops thereon
as big as Peale; (thefe are the Dottor's own
Words) and to raife fill greater Aftonifh-
ment, he is defcribed every Way as a
Perfon truly in extremis, that is, agonifing
(as we fay) under Death, The Apothe-
cary and Do&or enter, doubtlefs in great
Hurry; the latter asks the former if he
could Bleed? The Apothecary fays, yes:
and accordingly gets every Thing in order
for the Operation; when the Dodtor gives
him a {pecial Charge to make a large Ori-
fice, which was done : He then enquires
how much Blood he muft take away? The
Doltor anfwers him, he could not tell.
The Apothecary then acquaints him that
he had already drawn off twelve Ounces ;
the Doctor bids him go on; the Apothe-
cary fays next he had drawn twenty ;
; when
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when the Doftor obferves {fomewhat of a
Pulfe coming on in his Patient: To be
fhort, he bleeds him to forty-cight or
fifty Ounces, #o need of difputing about two
Ounces more or lefs in fuch a Quantity, when
the Pea f{weats went off, and his Face
came to its Colour.

You are now to obferve that the Doftor
is not -idle all the while, but preparing a
cool Tankard of Rhenith Wine, Water,
Lemon, but whether Sugar (s meceffary
Ingredient in a cool Tankard) is not men=
tioned, holding near three Quarts. He
1aifes the dying Man upon his Pillow,
and gave him a Pint Glafs full ; when’
immediately the fick Man began to move
his Eyes that before were fixed as above,
and to clofe his fallen Jaw. He then pours
down a couple of Glafles more, well un-
derftanding he muft needs be thirfty, as
gou will bear prefintly. He then fixes his
Eyes again, but they were now upon the
Doéor, to whom holding out his Hand, he
cries out, What is it you, my Friend ?
The Do&or now asks him if he could
drink ? for he had yet taken but three
Pint Glaffes (ju/? balf of the Apofem). He
anfwers, the Ocean. The Do&or, with-
out telling us how many more were got
down, bigs the People rub him well with
dry Cloaths, and then asks. him, how he

' finds
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finds himfelf ? He replies, in a ftrange con-
fufed Condition.

Here we have a Paufe; and the tragical
Part, at leaft what is reprefented very
likely to have proved fo, ended; the Co-
medy begins, for the dead Man of a
fudden flinging off the Bed Cloaths, jumps
out of Bed, puts his Feet into his bhppcrs,
calls for his Night Gown, and walkmg
crofs the Room, fets himfelf down in a
two armed Chair, where he cries out, Now,
my dear Friend, we will have one Flask
of Claret. The Doltor fays, not fo, for
that he will have the Flask; but you
(faith he) muft keep clofe to your cool
Tankard.

Thus ends the Converfation till the
next Morning, when the Dotor coming
to wait on him, found him in the Stable
among his Horfes, without a Cap, hav-
ing nothing on him but his Night Gown
and Slippers. The Do&or asks him how
he did ? The Patient anfwers, Never better
in all his Life.

Under this Paragraph in the Book I
borrowed of a Friend, was wnttcn the fol-
lowing Doggril,

Sic Vir,
Ex Orci faucibus, Tancardo frigido, demptus.

As

R N LT N



Legacy furvey'd. 126

As I know nothing of the Cafe, I
fhall forbear my Remarks upon the fame,
or place it in a different Light from what
the Doétor himielf hath put it, who ’tis
plain, believed Repletion to be the Dif-
eale, and confequently that Depletion muft
be the Remf:dqy I have heard you fay
in former Days, that if a Man happens
to take a Bottle too much over Night,
there was nothing preferable the next
Morning o a Hare of the fame Dog.
Tho’ 1 may differ from you herein, yet
I verily think, had this Perfon been my
Patient, I fhould have obliged him with
the Flask of Claret, he {o pafflionately
defired, as foon as the cool Tankard, and
might plead for the fame, this great
Phyfician’s Authority, who aflerts in the
fame place, That not to comply with Na-
ture’s Cravings, or deny a Man any Thing
which be calls for with great Larneftuefs, is a
Cowtradiction tothe Rules of Nature, and moft
certainly wrong, p. 148.

Sir Roger L’Eftrange, if 1 miftake not,
in one of his Obfervators, about the latter
Part of the Reign of King Charles 1L
giving his Advice to a certain News-
Wrriter of the oppofite Party, fpeaks thus:
If; faith he, your Defign be to raife Afto-
mifbment, you muft be [ure to exaggerate
every little Incident, taking carve however
you exceed not poffibilsty of Falt, for rbésfwiﬂ

I erve
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[erve only to render your Story incredible, and

your(elf ridiculous. |
Were I now to deliver my Sentiments
freely, our Phyfician feems to have gone
a little out of the Way, or rather into
that againft which this Gentleman gives’
the Caution ; for not only the Symptoms
(if you will pardon the Phrafe) of Death,
are drawn to the Life, but fome of the
Incidents, carried I fear to an Impoffi-
bility ; for it will be a little hard to re-
concile how a Jaw-fallen Man, a Perfon,
as the Dodor fays, m extremis, could get
down a Pint Glafs full of Liquor, 7. e.
how the Mufcles of the Tongue, Fauces
and Oefophage, could form themfelves for
their Office of Deglutition, whilft the
Jaw was thus fallen ; how inftead of a
Pint Glafs, one Spoonful of Liquor could
be poured down without a Drop pafling
into the Rimula of the Larysx, or the
Epiglot hindering fuch an Accident at fach
a time, and under this {fenfelefs Condition
of the Patient; and perhaps it will be
thought as ftrange by fome, how forty
or fifty Ounces of Blood could be fo rea-
dily extrated from a Perfon thus 7z ex-
tremis, when f{carce fo many Drops at
fome times will run out under Symcoptic
Diforders. If the Pulfe was only op-
prefled, as in Plenitude, it will rife up-
on Ventilation ; but where there is a .
true
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true ac@ufia, hardly {o; that there was
juft before, this Pulfus abolitus, we might
nfer from the Do&or’'s Words, I then
difcerned fomething of a Pulfée ; however,
this is only a little Stretch of Incidents,
the putting fofaliter in the place of par-
tialiter, a Mode of Speech very ufual,
where the Admirable is chiefly aimed at,
and of which it will be granted this Cafe
affords us a great deal.

Affirming or denying, or, as the com-
mon People call it, fending and proving, is no
part of my Undertaking ; but I have too
much Reafon to believe from what has
cafually fallen in my Way, (I am fure
without fecking the Intelligence) that thereare
very few of our Phyfician’s Admirables will
bear the Inquifition.

A Steward to a certain noble Lady
being feized the laft famnary with our
epidemick Pulmonary, or Catarrth Fever,
lodging at his Brother’s, near Aldgate, fent
for me, and being in very imminent Dan-
ger, another Gentleman of the College
_was joined in Confultation. In one of my
Vifits, when he was upon Recovery, he
was telling me of the Fever they had in
Gloncefterfbire, where he then refided four
or five Years ago, which was exceeding
fatal ; I told him, I had been informed
that no one died of that Fever who had
been largely blooded : He faid, T was mif-

I informed
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informed, for that he knew great Num-
bers who had been blooded within an Inch
of their Lives, (that was his Expre[fion)
yet notwithftanding died as inevitably as
thofe who had not bled atall. .

When I was a few Days fince at Bas-
for's Coffee-houl: in Cornhill, fitting at a
Table in Company with Dr. Furin, Mr.
Fobn Girl, Surgeon, and feveral other
Gentlemen of the Faculty, a Perfon
then at the Table, told us, that being at
Briftol, and well acquainted with Zhomas
Hackett, (the ‘Perfin dipped in the Cold 1Va-
ter for a Spotted Fever and Hemorrbage at
the Nof¢) he was minded to fatisfy him-
felf in the truth of that Relation, and
called upon this Thomas Hackett, defiring
to know what Sort of Fever he had upon
him when he was plunged into the cold
Water. To this Thomas makes anfwer,
that it was true, he had a bleeding at Nofe,
for which the Experiment was tried, which
fucceeded for the prefent ; but that as to
any Fever, People might fay what they
pleafed, he knew of none he had: Upon
which the fame Perfon told him, that it *
was reported in London, not only fo, but
publithed in print, that he had a very
Mualignant Spotted Fever, along with his
Bleeding at the Nofe ;5 Thomas replies fill,
that Folks might publith or print what
they pleafed, but he did affure him he had

no
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no Fever, nor any Spots, unlefs fome fcurvy
ones upon his Legs, nor was it for any
fuch he was put into the Water; whence
very probably this Hemorrhage atthe Noftril
might proceed from that {corbutick Dy/-
¢rafy in Thomas's Blood, (than which no-
thing is more common) or wasthe Effect of a
hot {corbutick Humour therein, of which
our Phyfician makes a Jeft : But let it
proceed from what Caufe foever, whoever
underftands upon what Rationale cold
Bathing is founded, muft perceive that this
was a moft unlikely Way to check the
Hemorrhage, which by the Heat con-
centred, inftantly returning with greater
Force to the Confines of the Body whence
it was as fuddenly repelled, muft with
the fame accelerate the Motion of the
Blood, and endanger, as I faid but now,
an Eruption with greater Violence than
before. Were the Gout Story with the
ftreight Shoes to be enquired into, I doubt
not but it would be found a Piece of the fame
Spinning with the reft, and taken off from
the fame Tenters. Upon a Review then
of the whole; as you have defired my
Thoughts of the Performance in general,
however I may happen to difoblige the
Author, yet in Juftice to the Publick I
muft declare, that as the practical part
thercof is the moft abfurd, fo the hiftori-
cal the moft romantick I haye ever met

K withal ;
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QUICKSILVER,

By way of PGSTSCRIPT.

AVING gone through the Phyfici

an's Legacy: 1 am come now to
the fecond Task you have laid upon
me, concerning the Quickfilver A-la-mode,
as you are pleas’d to exprefs yourfelf; in
which if I give you not the Satisfattion
you may expet from me, you muft not
reflet upon my want of Care and Di-
ligence to collet what Intelligence I
could get, in relation to the fame ; but
to the Remifnefs, Indifference or Indo-
lence, T know not which to call it, of
certain Perfons, who I cannot chufe but
think (fome at leaft) have had it in their
Power, tohave furnifhed me with better Ma-
terials, upon which to have founded a more

ufeful and inftruéive Account than this 1
K 2 fend
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fend you. I muft acknowledge there are

- ——
R el
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o
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feveral Gentlemen of the Faculty, have

been 1o free as to communicate what has |

fallen under their own Obfervation, relating
to our Subjet; but the Cafes being not {o
abfolutely clear and indubitable as they
could wifh, and the Practice novel, at leaft

|

to fome of them, they are very fhy of their |

Names being made ufe of.

On the other hand, tho’ many of the
Patients themfelves have been free in
imparting to me theirs, with the Iflue
thereof both good and bad; yet before
they open, 1 am ftrittly to plight my
Faith in like manner, that they fhall
not be brought upon the Stage; how-
ever, fome few you will find, and thofe of
good Fathion, have frankly confented there-
unto, as believing what they communicate
may be of Service to the Publick.

There are yet another Sort, who hay-
ing run with the Multitude, and taken
the Remedy for fomewhat, but what, they
fcarce knew themfelves, if they have
catched a Tartar, as I hear one of them
has done, wiz. a fine Pair of fore Chaps,
are afhamed of the Experiment, and it is
by a kind of Stealth that I have come at
the Knowledge thereof. For this Reafon
I muft acquaint you before-hand, Quwod
Jides tua, in multis cafibus, [it penes Autho-
vem,  As Truth is my fole Aim in the

Enquiry,
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Enquiry, I promife you I will not fwerve
an Jota from what 1 know, or have Rea-
fon to believe fuch. You ask me, if I
have yet prefcribed the Remedy myfelf
in Form? And to this I muft anfwer, that
tho’ I always comply with thole who
have a ftrong Inclination for it, in Cafes
more efpecially where T think no Preju-
dice may enfue, yet I never write it ;
and I’ll tell you why. About the latter
end of the laft Summer I was confulted
by a peevilh Man labouring under a
nervous Atrophy, attended with Cholick,
Indigeftion, and a Loathing to all Food;
which his Stomach would not retain, un-
lefs for a little while, when all was thrown
;I_P again. I tried him with Tmnél. Sacra,
mét. Spec. Diambr. with hot Bath Wa-

ter, Sal Abfinthyj Draughts; and between
whiles 2 Mixture to be fupped hot of
three Parts Ag. Cinnam. Ten. and one of
the Spir. Menth. but all proving incfiec-
tual to redify this vitiated Tone of the
Bowels, I was difcharged, and a worthy
Man called in, who upon Enquiry what
had been done, and at a lofs to find out
any Thing that would better aniwer, was
minded to try the Quickfilver, and wrote
it down accordingly. Soon after the Pa-
tient’s Death, meeting the fame Phyfician
in Confultation at another Place, where
Quickfilver was propofed, and being mind-
X3 ‘ ed
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ed to entertain him with the Jeft, I con-

cealed my Knowledge of his being the.
Perfon concerned with my former Pa-

tient, and told him only that one in my
Neighbourhood was lately dead, and that
it was given out (as deed it was) that
he had killed himfelf with Quickfiver.
The Do&or fmiled, and faid, he was glad
of that ; for had they reported that he had
killed him, they might bave produced a War-
vant under bis Hand for the taking of it,
which he fbould not [o veadily grant another
time. 1 told him I knew that he was the
Man, and congratulated him that the
Neighbours of the Deceafed had been fo
very civil to him. Now, Sir, if for the
fame Reafon, the preventing Obloquy, I
have hitherto figned none of the fame
Warrants, I dare fay you will not blame
me.

You tell me, in the next Place, #hat
the Practice, wunmlefs in the Convolvulus,
where you gave a Pound at omce, and in
an Hour’s time recesved it all back sgain,
is unprecedented ; but I can affure you
otherwife, for in King Charles the Second’s
Reign I very well remember, tho’ it is
above fifty Years paft, a Phyfician knight-
ed by that Prince, whofe Name I can
fometimes recolle&k, though not at this
Inftant, encouraged it much, who lived
retired from Bufinefs fomewhere about

Ldmonton ;

_ seutdiaihcEires it
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Edmonton; and where the Villagers all
round coming to confult him, elpecially
on their Children’s Difcafes, he advifed a
Thimble fall of Quickfilver to be given
them every Morning for a Month; and
when careful to obferve them in their
Needings, they would oftentimes recover
the fame, which being wathed, fcrved
for the next Dofe. Thus they went on,
and in Worm Diforders found wonderful
Fffe@s: At length by fome Childrens
dying convuls’d that had taken it in
which the fame poflibly had no Share at
all, the Efteem thereof began to {lacken,
and fome Months after this a Rumour
was fpread that a Farmer’s Child, being
fivelled monftroufly (n0 doubt at [uch &
Time great Addition was made by the Rela-
tors of the Story) about the Mouth and
Throat, was quickly after ftrangled or
choaked by the fame; I fuppofc a Prya-
lifmus haftily coming on, might be the
Occafion. - Upon which Alarm the Quick-
filver was thrown out of Docors at once,

‘and deemed no better than a Poifon.
Whether or no the fame Practice was
then carried on in London, as the well.
meaning Author of the late Treatife on
Mercury feems to intimate, I know not.
My Father’s Refidence being quickly after
at Tottenham, gave me the Opportunity
of this Intelligence, which 1 hayve hinted
3 K 4 only
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only to fatisfy you that ‘this Method is |
but an old Praftice revived, and very |
probably may, from fome Accident not |
yet brought to Light, be again difcarded.

When you come clofe to my own Sen-
timents, I know not what to fay to you
little more than this, that I think verily
the much greater Number who take it,
may as well pour fo much Quickfilver
through a winding Funnel or one of the
fpiral Kind, and giving it a conftant, but
very gentle Shake, they receive the fame
fooner or later, juft as it enters, in a Bafon
placed for that purpofe at the lower Ex-
tremity.

A young Gentleman, whom I employ-
ed for that End, having prepared the Sto-
mach and Inteftines of a Bitch, and made
a firm Ligature about the Retum, pour’d
in a Quantity of crude Mercury by the
Oecfophagus, and then tying up that in
like manner, fhook it about till it was
paft over the Pylorus, and had entered the
Inteftines, when laying it down he per-
ceived it lodge at the next Angle of Inci-
dence, where he left it for fome Hours;
then fhaking it about again, as he raifed it
a little up, it ran lower down to the next
Gyre, as he had placed the Preparation
on the Table in a fomewhat declive Po-
fition: Here it refted again till the next
gentle Elevation ; at laft moving it lightly,

and
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and lifting it ftill higher from the Table,
he perceived the whole Mafs fallen down
upon the Ligature, at the lower end of
the Redum, unlefs {fome few Globules
found afterwards upon opening the whole
inteftinal Canal, detained by a {limy Mu-
cus on fome of the Valves, but not one that
had pafled thro’ the Coats either of the
imaller or larger Guts. Before the Quick-
filver was taken out, as the Gut where it
was lodged was held up perpendicularly,
another Ligature was made clofe juft a-
bove the Superficies thereof, and in the
Interftice a very fine pointed Needle was
thruft through in divers Parts, when fome
Globules iflued upon drawing {the fame out,
and immediately ftopt. After this preffing
{fomewhat hard both above and below,
there {fprang fo many almoft imperceptible
filver Threads or little Streams of the
Quickfilver, whilft the Preflure was conti-
nued, and no longer, in the fame manner
as when the Boys fill '‘an Eel-Skin with
Water, then tie it at each Extreme, and
prick it in divers Parts with the Point of
a fine Needle, when prefling both above
and below, they make their Sport in Imi-
tation of a Fountain, throwing forth the
Water which had no Paflage before, in
as many continued Spouts, as they had
made Perforations; otherwife, untying both
Extremities, altho’ you place it in never {o

many
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many Gyrations, ftill as you pour in at one
End, raifing the upper, it makes its Way
direétly, not through the imperceptible Per-
forations at the Sides, but at the lower.

If you ask, why fhould not the Mer-
cury enter as well as the Chyle? I can
give you no better Realon, than that fimi-
lar Attrattion, by which all animal Secre-
tions are eafier folved (ar leaft in my Opi-
nion) than by the Hypothefis of fpecific

Pores to receive, and fpecific Particles to

enter thofe Pores. There is nothing dii-
ficult in conceiving that the lacteal Pores
were in the firft Formation of the Feetus
imbued with la¢teal Juice, or {fomewhat
analogous, and confeguently adapted to
imbibe a lalteal or chylous Liquor, whilft
they deny Admittance to others, how-
ever fpecificated in their Make or Tex-
ture ; if it were not {o, I cannot imagine
how the infinitely divifible Parts of this
Mineral, as they are reprefented, thould
not be as well able to enter the Caruncale
Renum, as fome groffer Salts with the Se-
~ rum of the Blood.

This Problem is prettily enough ex-
plained by Felvetins, who after he has
laid down three other Opinions thereof;
viz. Firft, That of Ferments. Secondly,
The different Configuration of Pores. And,
Thirdly, Their different Magnitudes : He
comes to the Fourth, which he fays he

0 ¥ cannot
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cannot help embracing, wiz. That Li-
quors filtrate through lome certain Strain-
ers rather than through others, becaufe
they find thofe Strainers filled with a
Liquor of a Nature homogeneous to their
own.

To difcover it, zake (faith he) a piece of
Cloth, dip it fiif /i in Od, then in another
Véﬁl wherein H/’me and On’ are mixed to-
gether 5 the Cloth will filtrate only the Oil,
and not [uffer the Wine to pafs *. 'The
fame may be faid of a piece of Paper
firft dipt in Oil, when the Particles of
Oil only will paie through, and not Wa-
ter or Wine poured thereon; but if firft
dipt in Water or Wine, the Oil has no Ad-
mittance. J

I know there is another Opinion ad-
vanced by Dr. Keill 4, from which the differ-
ent Secretions are reconciled by the dif-
ferent Degrees of Velocity in the Blood,
and the Situation of the Glands more remeute
or nearer to the Heart. Thus the finer
Particles are fuppofed to be ftrained firft,
and after, thofe of the coarfer Sort.

To this of ours it will poflibly be ob-
jected, that on the foot merely ef Similar
Attrattion, the Particlesof Mercury will in
no form be admitted ; and indeed in the mo-

* Effay on the Animal OEconomy. + Anatomy of Hu-
man Bodies abridged, §. x.

dern
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dern Way of taking it, there may be
fome difficulty, 7 e. in the Aggregate or
Mafs, where though they may be icatter-
ed for a little while, yet will they con-
gregate again, and by the Sphericity of
their Globules as well as their Pondus,
flide lower and lower, when they are
got over the Pylorus, in the inteftinal
Tube, till they make their Exit. This,
I think, muft be the Cafe of much the
greater Number who have been with me,
or whom I have talked with, and who
have candidly told me, that (f0 ufe their
own Phrafe) as they have not found them-
felves one Pin the better, fo not one
Pin the worfe; implying, that juft as they
took it, neither altering them, nor altered
by them, they let it out again. But this
is not the Cafe of all; for whether it
makes for or againft my Opinion, I muft
own the truth, that many even in this
Way of taking it, have found great Be-
nefit by it as well as Injury; an Argu-
ment that however it wholly pafles by,
for the moft part, yet fome Particles there-'
of, in others, find a Paffage to the Blood,
and will {carce ever mifs doing {o, were
it always adminiftered in the Compofi-
tion, with which I intend prefently to
acquaint you; or as in the Preparation of
Monfieur Belloff, where it is {o broken
and divided, and after {o intimately mixed

therewith,
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therewith, as to make as it were one
homogene Liquor with the Chyle, and
therewith to have a much eafier Admittance
to the Blood.

As to the Subtilty of the Mercurial Ef-
fluvia, I am daily convinced of them,
from the ule of the Unéion, where I find
if the Patient is not careful to remove
them before he begins, the Heat only
of his Body will diffufe them through his
Pockets, and White-wafh his Gold even
in a Purfe therein, as well as the out-
fide Cafe of the Watch in his Fob.
Twenty of thefe Pieces I received the
laft Autumn from a Gentleman furprized
at the Sight, who protefted that he had
not touched one of them with his Fingers
in the whole time of his anointing him-
felf, till that Inftant. He pleafantly told
me, however I might be a good Phyfician,
I was a bad Alchymift ; for that inftead
of turning his Silver into Gold, I had
turned his Gold into Silver. Some of
thefe in offering to the Bank were re-
fufed, unlefs I would allow Threepence a
piece for their being put into the Fire.
But thefe Effluvia are furely fo far from
being friendly, that they oftentimes affett
the Nerves, and bring on Tremors; of
this I have known many Inftances, where
there has been no Fire to raile them, in
thofe who haye been conflantly daubing

in
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in the Way of Fucus or otherwife, with
this Mineral, or fome of its Preparations.
So that whatever Advantages our Quick=-
filver Takers in the modith Way, may re-
ceive, it cannot be furely from thefe Ef-
nvia thence arifing. As to its volati-
lizing the Chyle whilft in the Stomach,
or imparting fome healing Virtue, fome
fovereign Balfam, by thofe volatile Parti-
cles mixing therewith; as I neither can
affirm any Thing with Certainty, 10 nei-
ther will T deny the Poffibility of fuch ;
altho’ I muft own I am not fatisfied fully
about them, who have little other Idea
of this Mineral, than that of its Divifibility
into larger and leffer Spheres. Autimony,
I know, will impregnate Wine with its
Emetic Property by a fimple Infufion,
and without lofs of its Weight; and I
fhall not abfolutely deny but that Aer-
cury may do fomewhat in another Way to
the chylous Juice, efpecially by the addi-
tional Advantage both of Heat and Mo-
tion. It was, you know, an old Pradtice,
and is continued ftill by fome, to boil it
in Water, and give the Water both Cly-
fter-wife, and for common Drink to Chil-
dren for the Worms, which I dare fay
will do no harm; but we are now fpeak-
ing of the Globules themfelves, which
neither by the Motion nor Heat of the
Stomach, will be at all times {fodiyided,
| as
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as to prevent even the whole Aggregate,
upon pafling the Pylorus, coacervating a-
gain, and drilling on in their little filver
Rivulets till ftopt by the next Angle of
Incidence, or by the Anfraitus of the
Inteftines ; where, and poflibly in the Ce-
cum, they will make a Lodgment for ma-
ny Days, I may fay Weeks, as I have
known them, before they find their Way
out again, and that without ever getting
into the Blood. There are fome who void
them each Day, others once in two Days,
and that both feparate from, as well as in-
termixed with the smreftinal Feces. 'There
is fomewhat remarkable in Mr. Bradley’s
Hiftory of one of his own Relations, * who,”
“ he tells us, took an Ounce of Quick-
« filver for nine Months daily, without
¢« doing him either Good or Harm ; (an
Indication certainly that neither the groffer,
nor yet any volatile Particles thereof, ever
got into the Blood) < and that out
“ of fixteen Pounds he had taken in the
¢« whole, wathing it from the Excrement,
« as it came from his Body, and referving
“ it in a Bottle, when they came to
“ weigh it, there wanted only one Ounce
« and half, which he thinks was loft in the
“ wafthing +.”” This old Gentleman (for
he was npwards of Threefcore) muft have

+ See p. 29. of the Remurks,
6 been
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been ftronger in his Sphinéter than many
much younger People I have met with,
fome of whieh acquaint me it will come
away from them in fpight of their Teeth.
One Gentleman fays, he had found it in
his Shoes, in onec of which his Servant
taking it off, fhewed it him; in fome it
flips away with a Crepitus ; Elq; Grofe
venor, with whofe Cafe I am to acquaint
you prefently, told me, that perceiving
himfelf wet, he would at fome times put
his Hand up to the Anus, and bring out a
little Mafs of the Quickfilver in the Palm
thereof : I once obferved feveral little Glo-
bules on the Floor of a publick Room at
a Tavern, and asking the Drawer how it
came there, he told me there were two
Gentlemen who came conftantly in a
Morning, with their little Bottles of
Quickfilver, which having {wallowed they
{moaked their Pipes, and took each a
Gill of Wine. He could not tell, he
faid, but that fome of it might be fcat-
tered out of their Bottles, tho’ I rather
believed from their Backfides. Thus it
is doubtlefs the Cafe of many, who think=-
ing the Remedy is working Miracles in
the Blood, might find it in their Breeches,
or on the Ground, if they mift it in the
Clofe-ftool. 1 have heard a pleafant Story
of a mercurial Lady, who in Dancing at a
publick Aflembly, happened to let go

: AR fome
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fome Particles of the Quickfilver fthe had
taken in the Morning, which fhining on
the Floor in the midft of {o great an Il-
lumination, like fo many little Briliants,
there were feveral ftooping down to take
them up ; but finding themf{elves deceived,
it afforded Matter for much Laughter a=
mong the Gentlemen, and Bluthing among
the Ladies, efpecially fhe that was moft
concerned ; for the Cry went through the
Room, that fome Lady had {cattered her
Diamonds. You may take this as you
pleafe, I can affure you ’tis not my In-
vention, being not only fimply related, but
{fworn to me for Truth.

I have one Gentleman of indifputable
Credit and Veracity, informs me, that
conftantly once in three Days, within
a few Hours of the fame time, finding a
Weight upon the Sphincter, he knows
‘what is coming, and fitting on the Port,
as if for a Stool, difcharges his whole five
Ounces of Quickfilver, within a trifle
‘Weight for Weight, which by an Ounce
at a time, Night and Morning, he had
taken the three Days before ; but if he
happens to ride on Horfeback, foon after
his difmounting, he can let out the
Mercury he had taken either the fame
Day, or that before: Whatisa little ftrange
in this tridual Interval, he has regular

Stools, two often each Day, without one
| L Speck
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Speck of the Quickfilver, which muft
either continue in the Stomach, lodge in
the Gyrations of the Jleum, or recond in
the Cecum; whence being therewith im-
plete, it breaks forth by the fame Way #f
entered, and {lipping by the Excrement
falls directly upon the Extremity of the
Reifum. 'That it may lodge fome Days
in the Ventricle by its mere Pondus before
it paffeth over the Pylorus, I am rather
apt to furmife from the Obfervation of a
Lady who has taken feveral Pounds, (re
tamen battenus infeta, quoad levamen ali-
quod in difficili Anheli'n) the is fenfible of
a Weight, which gradually encreafing for
two or three Days, at fome times longer,
without other Inconvenience, goes off a-
gain; in all this time fhe voids none of
the Quickfilver; but that Weight wearing
off, when in all likelihood the Mercury
1s turned over into the Inteftine, fhe is
fure in her next Needing (as the Gentle-
man I mentioned but now) to difcharge
if not the whole, at leaft the greater
part of what from the time of her laft
Stool, the had taken in. This Weight,
when at the heighth, fhe fancies to be
like 2 Lump of Lead, or as if fhe had
fwallowed a Bullet, without which Per-
ception, more or lefs, fhe is never en-
tircly free, unlefs in the fhort Interval
of its coming from her, and the time

of
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of taking the next Dofe. She applied
to me for Advice, whether fhe fhould
go on ? I told her plainly, I thought fhe
had try’'d it long enough, and that as
the had found it had done her no good, I
hoped fhe would have no future Caufe
(for I think this Fudgment cannot prefintly be
aftertained) to believe it had done her any
harm.

Thus far, Sir, you have my Sentiments
of Quickfilver taken in by the Mouth,
and {lipping out again after a fhorter or
a longer time by the Anus, with my
Comparifon of the Prime Vie (as they
are termed by fome Phyficians) to the
crooked Funnel or the Diftiller’s Worm
in whofe Gyrations, were it to lodge for
a much longer time than it has been
reported, I cannot perfoade myfelf it
will do any hurt; and if it pafles not
farther, which in the far greater part of
thofe who take it, I think it does not,
I need not go about to perfuade you, if
it be not a little doubtful whether it can
do good. To be plain, I am not yet
fully fatisfied whether or no crude Quick-
filver a&s by any other Property than
that of its Pemetrability and its Pondus,
whilft it retains the Sphericity of its Par-
ticles. By the firft it is allowed capable
of permeating the fineft Veflels ; by the
laft to divide the yifcid Humours therein

| 587 impadted,
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impacted, and to drive all Obftacles bﬂﬁ)l’t:%
it; but then will it not behove us a little
to confider alfo whether or no by the
fame Properties, this Weight and Power
of Penetration, it may not, as it can force
into, force open allo the finer Ramifica-
tions of thofe Veflels, more efpecially in
tender Habits and broken Conftitutions,
making Way for an Effufion of their Con-
tents. 'There have been four Cafes lately
occurred, which have rendered me a little
dubious, whether the crude Quickfilver.
taken juft before, had not brought about
this EffeGt; the one in an hectical Patient,
never before liable thereto, but prefently
after, fubje to a Bleeding both from
the Lungs by the Mouth, and from the
Brain by the Nole. The fecond a Tradef-
man of this City, whole Cafe I fhall re-
cite prefently among fome others, where
the Blood Veflels of the Adnata, with the
adjoining Lympbatic ones (as Helvetius
calls them) feemed to have been burfl open
by the Globules of the Quickfilver, as the
Cafe was reported to me by one of the
Gentlemen concerned, biinging on befides
fome extraordinary Symptoms in the lower
Belly, a moft inveterate Opbthalmia. 'The
third a poor Woman at Weftminfler, who
after the taking fome few Qunces, voided a
vaft Quantity of Blood by Stool. The fourth
and laft in a Midwife, of whom alfo more

will



A Difcourfe on Quickfilver. 149

will be faid in a proper Place, where the
fame, in like manner, forcing open the
Meferaicks, occafioned a very large Effu-
fion into the Cavity of the Inteftines, and
being extravafated fome time, was dif-
charged in Clots; fome Pounds thereof,
as the herfelf informed me, by the Fun-
dament, without Pain as in the Dyfentery,
and without Hemorrboids, unto which fhe
had been never fubject; nor could the
{ame arife from any prepofterous or irre-
gular Purgation of the Menfes that Way,
as to which the faid fhe was always re-
gular.

Thefe, Sir, are Cafes worth notice fure-
ly, as not founded upon the leaft Preju-
dice, but real Obfervation of Falts lately
prefenting. I am fure no one is a greater
Friend to this Mineral, given in a Way
different from this; yet ftill as Nature of-
fers it unto us; nor do I think taken
any Way, or inany Quantity, that Quick-
filver has any Thing deleterious therein,
altho’ Effluvia, the moft pernicious to the
Nerves in general, may by Heat be raifed
thence.

I will now come to fpeak of thofe,
which, I think, are a very fmall Number
in comparifon of the reft, where fome
Particles of the Quickfilver feparated from
the Aggregate, and turning out of the
common Road, {lip in with the Chyle,

L 3 and



180 A Difcourfe on Quickfilver.

and by the Laéteals get into the Blood.
That this is fa&t 1 want no Argument ;

but when they are got in, and making
their Tour therewith, which Way they
give Relief to afthmatick People, I had, I |
think, much better acquaint you that I |
know not with any Certainty, than at-
tempt the Solution in a Way to be laughed
at, leaving this as a Task fit only for the
wmder ful and wonder- working Man, who fo
{trenumuﬂy recommends it in thefe Cafes,
I will next acquaint you, that in order to |
aflure us it does fo at fome times, it has
given us the undeniable Evidence of fore
Chaps and a Salivation, in the fame man-
ner as when rubbed in by the Unéfion,
This, I know, has been denied by fome,
even our Grand Mefter himielf; and we
have heard from its Adwocates that no
more could ever be made of it, than fome
imall Heat in the Mouth, hut without
Ulceration. In this, 1 do aflure you,
they fall fhort of T'ruth; for I have more
than once obferved, as tlmmugh a Sali=
vation as by Mercarial Friétion, 1 mean the
Unition ufaal for that End. At the time
of penning thefe Remarks, it happened
that I was called into Confultation with
Dr. Burton in “Dover-fireet, a Gentleman
of the greateft Candour and Affability,

as great an Indagatour allo of Merﬂ;r‘ml
Phenomena, asmyfelf, and the Author of 3

3 certain.
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certain Preparation thereof, which he calls
his Mercurius Alcalifatus, compofed of about
two Parts Ocul. Canc. with one of the
Merc. Vivns, as our cEthiops Minerale
was at firft prepared. Her Cafe was an
Hy/terical Cholick, attended with Spafmodic
Affections of the whole Nervous Syftem,
fometimes haraffing her with bilious Vo-
miting ; at other times moft cruelly tor-
turing her Bowels and Limbs with firong
Convulfions ; which having baffled all the
ufual Nervous anti-byfterical Remedies, in
hopes of fome Relicf fhe flew to the
crude Quickfilver ; having taken about fix
Ounces in 1o many Days, without Benefit,
the Remedy (and happy doubtle[s it was Ffar
ber) was left off ; fhe complained of a
fore Mouth, of which little Notice was
then taken; the next Day it grew worle,
and on the third, fo very tender fhe
could not fuffer a bit of Bread, however
foaked in her Broth, to come into her
Mouth; which, upon Infpedtion, I found
inflamed all over the Palate, and on the
infide of the Checks; the Gums turgid
and gorged in like manner. On the next
Day, looking farther backward, on the
farther Dens Molaris on the lower Man-
dible upon the left Side, an Ulcer was
formed with a true putrid Slough thereon,
foreading itfelf between the Check and

Gums. She then had fpit about a Pint
L 4 and
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and half that Morning, to the beft of my
Remembrance; of thlS the Doétor, myielf

and Mr. Mdﬂf’éj her Apothecary, were

|
|

Eye-witnefles; and with juft Reafon con-

cluded had more of the Quickfilver got
into the Blood of what fhe had taken, or
that had fhe gone on this Way, with fome
others, a few Days longer, fhe had bid as
fair for being overfet by a Ptyalifmus, as
by the Diftemper for which fhe took it.
How this may terminate, as it is, I cannot
fay, being ftill daily improving.

I have given you this Example, as I
could have done more, that Quickfilver this
Way taken as well as otherwile, let into the
Blood, will at fome times falivate; and
truly it is admirable to me, if it does often
happen fo to' get in, that it does not
oftener happen to do fo. This, I intend,
fhall fuffice for a general Hiftory thereof,
in which I have endeavoured to get the
beft Intelligence I could procure; but re-
ally, Sir, between Bigotry on the one
fide, and Prejudice, as great, on the other;
it is not at all times ealy to come at the
Truth. In almoft fifty {everal Accounts,
i1 have not twenty that I can pay any re-
gard to; the Cales being fo trifling, or fo
unfdtrsfa&oril? drawn up: Some decry it
as a flow Poifon, deftrudive many Ways
to Men’s Bodies 5 others extol it as a moft
wanderful Difmvcry (tha’ I have informed
. you
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you it has been formerly in the fame Re-
queft) as many Ways ferviceable and be-
neficial ; for tho’ it was at firft cried up
chiefly for Afthma’s, the People are now
run mad, and daily fwallow it for they
know not what themiclves, many of them
out of Wantonnefs. I muft own however,
as I don’t think the better of it on Account
of the Quarter whence it comes recom-
mended, fo neither will I think the worfe;
if 1 am prejudiced againft the Man, I
can aflure you it is upon no other Account
whatfoever, than that of the Boldrefs of
his Pradtice in general, and the dangerous
Confequences that muft unavoidably at
fome times attend the fame. I need refer
to no other than his Diagrediate Elettuary
taken by Spoonfuls, and his Opiate ‘Powder ;
the laft of which, altho’ he has rafhly,
and as it were at random, without any Cal-
culation entered in form ; I would chari-
tably hope he never gave it to any in
the Dofe he has dire¢ted, and fhould be
glad to hear upon farther Confideration,
that he would re¢tify however that one
' Miftake in the Quantity of the Opium, for
 fear his Countrymen, inftead of an expedted
light Nap, fhould have their final Qu;-
etus. Is it not a little aftonifhing, think
you, that a Gentleman of Trimity-College,
as he names himfelf*, fhould tell us in
* Encomium argenti vivi, 2. 44,

print,
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print, that the Book which has brought
Quuckfitver into Vogue, [hews the Author to

% TR — T

be an honeft, underftanding Man 5 and that

he has wrote it with a wvery commendable
Defign: As to all which, 1 fhall only fay,
that ] have nothing to do with that Gen-
tleman’s Honefty, tho’ he feems, in {fome

degree, to have arraigned it himfelf, in ac- |

knowledging at the laft, that he has not
been juft to the Apothecaries (as every
honeft Man fhould and ought to be in
taking their Patients away from them,
and carrying them to a Creature of his
own *; but that for the time to come
every one who fhall pleafe to confult
him, fhall have this great Privilege of
employing their own Apothecary. A
Condefcenfion furely this! [ hope the Gen-
tlemen will acknowledge his Favour. His
Underftanding in Phyfick is beft feen by
his Definitions of thofe . Difeafes upon
which he writes; the Ratfionale he has
- formed thence, and the Method he lays
down to anfwer even his own Phyfical
Indications. His Judgment in compound-
ing Medicines, will be alfo beft taken
from fome of thofe he has fet down; of
which enough already: And, laftly, as to
his Defign, this alfo will appear as plain
from his Attempt to depreciate all othex

* Sec the N. B. at the Clofe of the Legacy.
Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, even the greateft and moft
learned of the College; and having feen
more Parts of the World than all of them
together ¥, to exalt himfelf above them
all, as having thereby picked up (at leaft
he would perfuade them fo) more Know-
ledge than all of them together alfo.
Whatever our Cantabrigian may believe
to the contrary, I can aflure him, as be-
fore, no Man has a better Opinion of this
Mineral than myfelf, tho’ in a different
Way taken ; being always ready to think,
that Nature has provided us with {fome
better Remedies than Art, which under
the Pretext of improving, often {poils
them ; of which we have Dcmonﬂratic}n
not only in this but other Minerals ;
fron, Antimony, native Cinnabar, and
othcrs poflibly, of whole Virtues, at leaft
‘yet a while, we know but little. Among
Vegetables morxe particularly, we may in-
flance in the Cortex Peruvianus, which
it will be granted, where the Stomach can
bear it, is more efficacious than any .of
its Preparations; and certainly, the lefs.
compounded the Remedy, provided the
few Ingredients are rightly adapted to the
Diftemper, the more likelihood of Suc-
cefs, This Gentleman thercfore might
bave fpared his Reflection upon my

* Vid. Introduction to the Legacy.
Conduct
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Conduét in the laft Edition of my Syphilis,
to Monfiear Bellbffe, with whofe Pill I
never found fault, for I know it to be a
very good one ; tho’ I fhould, I muft own,
have had an equal Efteern for the Au-
thor, had he not carried its Commenda-
tion beyond its Bounds. T have obferved
it oftentimes, to be the very great Unhap-
pinels of Phy{" cal Writers, that being Ma-
fters of a good Remedy, they would im-
pofe it upon the World as fomewhat that
1s infallible ; they are fure to let us know
at all times where it has fucceeded, but con-
ceal from us all thofe Cafes where it did not
anfwer. I doubt not but Belloffe has given
us a very juft and honeft Account in the
Recital of his Cafes; but furely he had
not been the lefs fo, had he given us
alfo to underftand that he had been at
fome times fruftrated in his expeftation;
as every Man will find himfelf, who makes
ufe of his individual Pill, in many as pa-=
rallel Cafes as are to be met with, on
which to make the Experiment. What
you may do, I cannot fay, but I fhall
ever prize that Medicine that will anfwer
three times in four; nay, were it one half]
on thofe I tried it, or where it carried
Probability of Succds, and he who keeps
a faithful Regifter of pradtical Experiments,
will (Lam fure be floould) inform us, as well
on onc Side as the other.

I never
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I never then found fault with his Me-
dicine, but with making a Secret thereof,
at leaft {o far as he is able, and that in
Contradiction to a Promife of divulging
it. You know, dear Sir, I have been all
my Life-time an Enemy to thele No-
[ftrums, being the Bane of Phyfick, the
very Nurfery of Quacks, who under fuch
Pretence, are conftantly amufing and abu-
fing the People. I am fure whatever others
may do, I fhall never keep a Secret in
Phyfick, being beft pleafed when I have
any Thing to communicate that is worth
the Acceptance of the Publick. 'The more
Hands a good Remedy is lodged in, the
more Good will accrue thereby. 'The
Rich, it is granted, may purchafe a No-
Jtrum, and poflibly may be cheated under
that Cover, when the Poor cannot fo eafily
come at it ; and as none of us were born
for ourfelves, let us do what Good we
can, and upon the eafieft Terms alfo to
our indigent Neighbours, before we are re-
moved hence. :

If Monfieur Belloffe in his Life-time, or
his A/figns, fince his Death, endeavour
to perfuade us, that Nobody befides them-
{elves, knows how to mix crude Quick-
filver with {fome purging Ingredients,
and to incorporate the fame into a Pill,
they ought to be convinced of their Mi-
ftake ; and I can aflure our Pharmaceutical

Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, if they will but take the fame
Pains in reducing the Quickfilver by the
help of a little Turpentine, into as fine
Molecule, as Bellofte’'s Compounder has done,
and after as thoroughly incorporate the
fame, with the purging Ingredients, as I
have alrcady oblerved, will have, though
not perhaps Bellgfle's Individual, yet a Pill
that in all Refpeéts comes up to it in its
Virtues ; half a Dram of Turpentine, they
tell me, which is my common Propor-
tion, well laboured, will invifcate two
Drams of the Adrgentum vivwm, and in .
warm Weather, or where the Pil. Coch.
is foft, will {fometimes require a little
Crabs Eyes, or other Powder, to give the
proper Confiftence. Altho’ the purging
Part hereof is very inconfiderable, yet by
taking one Pill only Night and Morn-
ang, after the firft two Days, it will give
two or three Stools a Day, eafily and

pleafantly, without Gripes or Sicknefs.
Inftead of Turpentine, difagreeable to
fome, and to prevent any Sufpicion in the
Family by the Simell of the Chamber-pot,
I fometimes order it to be rubbed with a
little Syrup, till it is entirely loft; fuch as
the 8yr. Limon. Aurant. vel de Spina Cerwv.
Belloftes is more loaded with Purgatives,
and for that Reafon lefs liable to affe&t the
Mouth; but if thefe were wholly omit-
ted, where the Remedy is given purely
alteratiyely,
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alteratively, it will do as well; as in Dr.
Burtow's Mercurins Alkalifatus. But then,
as I faid before, it will be more apt to
heat the Mouth, as he fometimes oblerves
it, than when prevented by the Purgative
intermixt, tho’ now alfo it will at fome.
times have that Effect. After fix only of
my Pills (pardon the Expreffion, for they
fhall be yours, and any Man's that will try
them) given to a young Woman chancred
and full of férpiginous Eruptions, the com-
plained of her Gums {welling and being
fore; I advifed her to go on, and after fix
more, finding her Mouth a little floughed,
her Tongue alfo covered with the white.
Mucus, 1 prevailed for her going farther
on, keeping her Throat warm, and herfelf
alfo clofe in her Chamber, till fhe had
taken fix more, by one only in a Day;
to which, finding the Scabs falling off, and
her Ulcers healing, fhe was reconciled, and
kept under the Salivation for above three
Weeks, whereby I told her I fhould be
better able to warrant her Cure than
without this Accident I might have been.
Mr. Bellgfte fays, he never met with more
than one fuch, altho’ he had given his Pill
for many Months together ; but I am fully
fatished, were his more Purgative than it
is, this Survenient will not at all Times,
and in all Conftitutions, be thereby pre-
vented.

In
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 In the Pharmacopeia Argentoratenfis, or
the Strasburgh Difpenfatory, you will
find the following Pill *, which goes
under the Name of Bellfte’s Pill, among
fome of our Phyficians, and with {ome
Foreigners ; but I am fatisfied they are un-
der a Miftake ; the Form runs thus under
the following Title :

Pilule Mercuriales cum Argento vivo.

®. Troch. Albandal. Diagred. Sulphurati
pulv. Jalappe, Argenti vivi ana % . Terebinth.

Inferviunt  (at inquit Autor) prefertim
in morbis Veneress.  Dentur ad  9j. vel
ad .

If you now come to the Pofology, as
they compute themfelves, each Dram con-
tains equal Parts of the Quickfilver with
each of the three Purgatives, or ten Grains
cach in every Dram ; {o that the Pur-
gatives arc three Times more than the
Quickfilver, of which in the leaft Dofe
you have little more than three Grains of
the Hydrargirum, in the higheft, about
fix, which is fhort of what is contained
in one of Bellofte’s Pills. I reckon 5g. of
Quickfilyer to each of mine, where the

* Claf. xvi.

Compofition
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Compofition, (viz. Mercury, two Drams,
Tereb. ¢ Pi. Coch. Min. ana 31.) is made
into twelve with about five Grains of the
Aloes, Scammony, Colocynth and Turpen-
tine together, in each, Each Pill of mine
thus divided weighs exactly fifteen Grains;
each of Bellofies o much more, the one
half of which is Quickfilver, the other Pur-
gatives: for the moft part. As to this,
every one may ufe his Pleafure. In Dropfies,
humoral Tumours, or thofe cold ones
which we call congefted ; alfo in glandu-
lar Obftructions, I give it exaltly as Belloffe,
near one half Purgative; but in Fenereal
“Diforders, in which I have made the moft
Trials of it, I dire¢t as above mentioned ;
and where the Symptoms are fevere, as
in Tophs or Nodes, Chancres or Gummi's ;
if I can’t perfuade them to falivate, I
fweat my Patient for -an Hour, either
Night or Morning (as beft fuits them)
after the Pill, with a Pint of the Lixivium
Lign: Guajaci, drank hot upon it; in
the milder Species they obferve no Re-
gimen ; but go about their Affairs as
ufual. :

I hope, Sir, I am not deviating from
my Subject, whilft 1 am laying down
thele Obfervations; but I muft now re-
turn to take leave of my Gentleman of
Trinity, whom it feems I have offended
by entering a Proteft againft Quackery,

M

and
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and calling Bellofes Pill by a hard Name,
a Piece of vile Empiricifm, related to that
of his Countryman M——n’s, at this time
with us *, 'This, he thinks, is harfh ; but
if he pleafeth to confider the Advice he
immediately {ubjoins, that the Way to dif-
countenance thefe Pretenders to Noftrums, is
not by harfb Expreflions, which are eafily
given on both Sides, but with the Certainty,
the Expedition and the Cheapnels of our
Practice ; he could not, I fay, be igno-
rant that as to the laft part, the very
Delign of thele Pretences is to make a
Property thereof, by fetting five, perhaps
ten times the Valuc they ought to do up-
on the fame, which is a little contra-
di¢tory to this cheap Practice. In the
foregoing Page, he is plealed to remark,
that I have not [aid one Word to the Point
in Queftion; which be bumbly apprebends to be
the Truth or Falfity of the Fatts be bas laid
down therein ; as to this I never underftood
that there was any Point in Queftion be-
tween Belloffe and mylelf, unlefs that of
the Arcanum. T never once difputed his
Fals, tho’ I am perfaaded his Pill, be
it never 1o much better than what 1 have
here laid down, has more than once been
given without the fame Succefs. This I

* See my Praétical Differtion, 4th Edit. p. 170,
+ Encomuimy p. 63.

ant

—
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am fully fatisfied of, from the Trials I
myfelf have made with the fame, as well
before, as after I had given my own.
Whether or no his Solution of the AModus
of the Operation of Quickfilver, given di-
verfly, which the Gentleman fays I have
found fault withal, be fo very fatisfalory,
do you judge by what follows.

“ When Mercury is taken by the Mouth
¢ (as in his Pill) it is mixed with the Chyle,
¢« at leaft its volatile Particles, (what 1hefe
are, or whether any [uch fly off to be [0
mixed, is with fome difputable) « and moves
“ naturally with the Blood, raifing no
“ Diforder therein ; He forgets that 1t may
«“ falivate, however rarely ; whereas, failh be,
“ when it is rubbed into the Skin, and
“ enters the Blood-Veflels that Way, its
“ Tendency is quite reverfe to the Blood’s
“ Motion, which it checks or puts a ftop
“ to, like a Dam to the Current of a
“ River, making it overflow its Banks;”
and now great Diforders muft  happen,
though, 1 think, we have beard of no other
Inundation than that of Lymph or Saliva
thereby produced in the Microcofm 5 < be-
“ fides, in this Way it may get into the
« nervous Filaments of the Skin, and oc-
“ cafion Palfies ¥,

* Hofpital Surgeon, Part z,

M 2 As
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As to all which, it is certain that the
fame Remedy conveyed at once to the
Blood unmixt with other Liquors, will ne-
ceflarily affeét it in a Way quite different
from that, where it is blended or incor-
porated with a compounded Juice, fuch as
the Chyle, with which it makes feveral
Tours through the Body, being leifurely
together with the chylous Liquor, pour-
ed into the Subclavian, to be mixed with
the Blood.

This is mare manifeft in our injecting
Liquors, which come {ftill more direétly
to the fame, how imall a Quantity of
fome of thefe, this Way adminiftered, will
prove deadly: » when a much larger diluted
with other Liquor, and mixed with the
Remains of our Aliments, whether Meat
cr Drink, now blended with the other
Juices in our Stomachs, and conveyed
therewith into the Blood-Veflels, (unlefs
foine cauftick Salts, which prey immediately on
the Coats of the Stomach) will induce there-
in very little Alteration.

But this Difference furely needs not that
romantic Rationale of the former Run-
ning againft, the cther with the Current;
for Liquors thus injected muft follow or
go with the Current, or elle they cannot
be thrown in at all. The Difference then
is only this; the one comes immediately
or direétly withits {ull Force and Energy,

B unmixt,
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unmixt, into the very Bofom, as we may
fay, of the Blood; the other mediately,
altered in its Texture by means of other
Juices therewith incorporate, and confe-
quently {uch Force quite broken.

Tho’ this is no Step to the unfolding a
Mercurial Ptyalifm by the Unétion, it will
however explicate the Difference of the
fame Remedy, diflerently adminiftered,
without railing of Dams or Intndations.

The Marquis de Rivorele ¥, (as he gives
the Account himfelf) thinking to put
him to his Trumps, attacks him thus: .
“ You affert, faith this Nobleman, that
“ crude Mercury is communicated to the
“ Blood and Liquors, and yet as foon as
‘ it gets into the Stomach, mixed and in-
“ corporated with your Pills, they are
¢ diffolved, the Mercury then quitting
“ the Ingredients with which it was
“ blended, all its divided Particles will
“ reunite and form a Globe, which can-
“ pot remain long in the Stomach, but
« paffling the Pylorus, enters the Inteftines,
“ and is difcharged by the Anus. So
¢ that none of this Mercury can be com-
“ municated to thofe Liquors by the
« Lacteals.

To this, faith our Philofopher, I re-
plied, That the Pills are foon diffolved by

* Hofpital Surgeon, Part z. p. 8o.

M ; the
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the Humidity of the Stomach, and the warm

Liquor in which they are diffolved ; but
then it wmuft lLkewife be taken into Confi-
deration, that the Mercury is very minute-
ly divided m the Pills; and that during
this Diffolution is performsing, the Degree

of Heat which is n the Stomach, is ex-

aitly fufficient to elevate a fort of little
Clonds of the more wolatile Particles of the
Mercury, they quit the Subftance that with-
bolds them, and infinuate themfelves with
eafe end [peed, into the Orifices of the Lac-
teals, whofe Figure is exallly adapted to
receive thew s thus are they carryed into
the Blood, and accompany it in its Circu-
lation. .

The Proof that this is Fa&, is as idle
as the Aflumption of its being thus
brought about. ~ Whether this Theory of
wolatile Particles, adapted Heat, and adapt-
ed Figures, took with the Marquis, Iknow
not; but I think it could not with any
very curious Enquirer; for here are two
Preliminaries taken upon truft, and which
cannot readily be granted. Firft, That Na-
ture has kindled juft fuch a Degree of Heat
in the Stomach, as is exactly {ufficient to
clevate this little Cloud of volatile Par-
ticles, arifing from the mercurial Globules:
And, fecondly, That fhe has adapted the
Orifices of the Lacteals to the Figure of
thefe volatile Particles. .

But |
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But if we enquire how thefe Clouds
are to get into the Laéeals, I think he
muft be at a lofs to give us Satisfaction ;
indeed his Thefis will be {ipoiled, fhould
we deny there are any fuch. Thefe
Clouds, if there be. fuch, muft be only
made up of Steams or Vapours, which,
like others, muft have their Motus tantum
Aftenfionis ; and if they pafs not off by
the Oefophage, they will condenfe on the
upper Part of the Vemtricle, and rever-
berate whence they arofe. Now fince there
are no Lad&eals in the Stomach, it will
not be eafy for them to get to thole in
the “Duodenum, unlefs Natare has alfo con-
trived fome Vent-hole, whereby at their
firft rifing they may be invited over the
Pylorus, and then firike againft the Pores
of thofe Laeals, thus adapted to them.

The like Mechaniim this Gentleman
has contrived to account for the Para-
lyfis of the Miners, who living long i thefe
[fubterraneous Caverns, are forced to draw
in conflantly an Air loaded with mercurial
Steams 5 thefe condenfing on the upper part
. of the Cranium, and having no Veat, fall back
again in little filver Spherules upon the Bafe
of the Cranium, where accumulating, that
is, rifing above the Sphenoides, the Cella
Turcica, to the Ethmoides, they comprefs the
Nerves at their [everal Originations and

bring on  Pally.
' ’ M 4 ‘Thus
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Thus you have a Baln. Mar. in the )
Stomach, with an Alembick in the Head,
which feem to me fomewhat of Kin to |
the Antients Deliramenta Catarvhi: 1
mlght add, a Sublimatory below, for there
is nothing more common with this Au-
thor than to tell us of the Mercury {fub-
liming to the Mouth : But before 1 fpeak to
this, I think this Nobleman’s Queftion might
have been better refolved, by faying only,
that upon the Solution which is leifurely
made, not in one part only but 1n a great
many of the Stomach, whilft the Pills
with the Contents of the faid Part are
always in Motion and fhifting Places, the
Minima Mercuriclia being as gradually
loofened from what bound them together,
and ftill tofled about with the Chyle, it
will be almoft impoffible, even for any
two Particles, were their mutual Attrac-
tion much greater than it 1s, under this
Confufion, to unite, much lefs the whole
to coacervate, and form one Globe, as
the Marguis expreffeth it 5 but being made one,
as it were with the chylous Juice, it will
pais of Courfe therewith, firftof all into the.
Lacéteals, thence into the Blood, and after
that into thofe Veflels where the Globules of
the Blood itfelf are not admitted, I mean
the Lymphatic, where and in the Glands,
from whence they arife, and in which they
terminate, I believe 1t exercifeth its prin-
cipal Vcrtues. %bzs,
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This, Sir, is truly my Opinion of Quick-
fiver thus adminiftered, and which I
therefore infinitely prefer to that of {wal-
lowing it in a Mafs undivided, from
whence, however others may, I have not
yet heard of any one venercal Patient a-
mong thofc whom I have known to have
taken it upon that Account alfo, who
have been benefitted thereby. In the firft
Way I am apt to think that as fcarce one
Minimum is fhut out of the Lacteals, 1o in
the lait, we are not furc that onc will be
let in:; and if the Chyle receives no
Vertue therefrom whilit it lies in the bottem
of the Stomach, (as we may conjecture from
its great Weight) acervatim, which whe-
ther it does or no, is with fome a little
doubtful ; it will then, I think, commu-
nicate very little, by its fhorter ftay in
the {mall Guts, or before it glides down
to the greater, in order to difcharge itfelf
at the Anus; 1 muft not fay this 1s the
Cafe of all, for in that I fhould fpeak
untruly ; but, I think, I may of all thofe
who take it, (and who make the much
greater Number of thofe who have applzed
10 me, or to whom 1 have applicd for my
own Satisfaction 5 thofe, I mean, who have
taken many Povnds) and as they have found
no Benefit, {olikewife fome no Hurt as yet
a while from the fame. I am informed by
a young Phyfician, who for fome time
paft has given conftant Attendance th:;lre,

that
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that large Quantities of this Mineral have
been given in the Hofpital to their A4/#h-
matick Patients, but thh fo little En- |
couragement, that it begins to be laid
afide.

This, I fay once more, is my Opinion
of Quickfilver, thus artfully prepared by
fimple Trituration; and tho’ I believe the
alcalifated Mercury, (the Labour of two or
three Days) to be a good Medicime, yet I am
perfuaded this gentle Way of Pur ging per
exingzaw, by this Quickfilver Pill (which
may be perfected in a third Part of fo many
Hours) to be the better of the two; and
fince we find it has fo ealy an Admittance
into the Blood along with the chylous
Juice, and is able to permeate the whole
glandular Compages, running round with
the Lymph, I muft deem it therefore
one of the beft glandular Deobftruents
we are Mafters of ; and confequently as
glandular Obftructions lay the Foundation
of moft, if not all our chronical Diftem-
pers, it will therefore in all likelihood
be found the moft generally” ufeful and
beneficial to Mankind, which is more than
I can fay yet a while (I hope the Advo-
cates will pardon my Freedom) of the un-
divided Mafs taken in the common Way
as now pradifed; which were it to get
into the Blood, in the fame Quantity it
enters the Stomach, I fhould fear the fame
Effelts, (poffibly. withont Ioundation) if not

| in



A Dé/fcaﬂrﬁ on Quickfilver.

in a much higher Degree, which enfue its
Admittance thereinto by the Pores. I
hope " therefore for the fake of my Coun-
trymen, (with whom, I think, the fame is
chiefly 1n Fafbion) the Takers of Quick-
filver, there will nothing pafs the Latteals
but its volatile Parts, its Gafs, fhall I
name it, or its Ballam : Thofe lirctle
Clouds, as Belloffe calls them, raifed by
an exa&t Degree of Heat, and fitted as
exaltly to the Pores of the faid Veflels,
and yet of thefe I am very doubtful ; al-
tho’ without admitting fome fuch, or fome
at leaft of the fubftantial Globules getting
an Admittance (which they do moft cer-
tainly at fome times) there will be no
reconciling the Recoveries of Afthmaticks,
with fome others ; much lefs the flavering
of fome fcw thercby, when the Remedy
[utblimes, they fay, to the Mouth; as if
there were any fuch Heat in the Bloed,
as could fend up thefe mercurial Atoms
to the Head. Were it {o, doubtlefs the
Brain and whole Geznus I\fmr:wm muft
be affe@ed, after the fame manner as our
Gilders, Cﬂ[ﬂﬁf Grinders, Plumbers, and
other Artificers, dealing with the Fumes
thereof, thus raifed by Fire. To talk
therefore of the Quickfilver thus fub-
liming, if we mean other than its fol-
lowing the natural Courfe of the Lym-
pha to its fecretory Glandules in thofe
Parts, is mifapplying "2 chymical Term;

and
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and with like Propncty we may talk of |
the Blood itfelf fubliming to the Heart
by the Vena Cava, or to the Head by
the cervical Arteries. If when the Par-
ticles of the Mercury having taken up
fome Acids in their pafling of the lympha-
tick Veflels, as in the Salivation, whether
accidental or defigned, and conveying the
fame along with them to thefe Parts,
not only burft open the excretory Duéts
of the {falival Glands, but exculcerate
the whole Lining of the Fauces; if
this, I fay, is to be called a Sublimation
of Mercury, then furely when it {cizeth
upon thole of the Inteftines, which is
very common at the beginning, producing
Tormina with Dyfenteric Fluxes ; this, with
as good Reafon, may be termed its Pre-
cipitation. I have only hinted this, as a
Caution that we do not borrow Terms
‘which belong not to thefe Effeés,” but
which are naturally brought about, and
more obvioufly explained by Laws eita-
blithed in the amimal Oeconomy. 1 can-
not fay, but that I may formerly have
been tardy this Way myfelf, and if I
have, do freely own myfclf guilty of an
Error.

If you expet in this Place a mechanical
Account cither of the Principles or Pro-
perties, as a Remedy, with the Modus of
acting as fuch, in the human Frame, of
this Mineral, you will be difappointed;

for
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for 1 pretend to little other Knowledge
of the firft than the Exility and exceeding
Subtilty of its Parts, each of which how
fine foever, can, when divided, like other
Matter of that Figure, be never brought
into two Hemifpheres, but muft continue
two leffer Spheres ; ’tis by this Figure that
it is capable of exercifing one of its Pro-
perties, w7z, permeating the Veflels, and
opening their Obftructions. How it breaks
the Points of Acids at one time, and affo-
ciates itfelf with them at another; I
muft refer you to Monfieur Belloffe ; it
{fuffices me to know that both Ways it
is a good Scourer of the Glandules all over
the Body, not omitting even thole on the
Surface. I mean the Cutancous ; for in the
Difeafes of thefe Parts, whether Leprous,
as I {aid formerly, Scorbutic or Fenereal, in
the Herpes or Serpigo, Impetigo, ‘Pfora, Scabues,
or the common Pruyitus, two Drams of
Quickfilver, as given in my Compofition,
has fometimes done more Service than ma-
ny Ounces, I might fay Pounds of ¢ #-
thiops, in deftroying the Salts, or by atte-
nuating the vilcid Lymph that detains
them, making Way for their Tranfpiration
through the Pores. In glandular Ob-
firu&ions of the Mefentery, I have told
you, as in {cirrhous Tumours upon the
Vifcera, hindering their due Secretions, as
well as the Difiribution of Nourifhment
to the feveral Parts, 1 dare fay it will be
2 7 found
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found to anfwer even beyond a Courfe of
Chalybiats, the more ufual Prefcriptions :
I might have added whilft I was mention- -
ing the entancons Defilements, that in the
Gutta Rofacea, where the Tubercula were
not too much indurated, I have known
it ferviceable, How far it will fucceed
in fome of the worft of our Glandular
Difeafes, particularly the Struma, as Bel-
loffe informs you; with me it has not
anfwered, tho’ I have made feveral Trials
thereof. | |
As to encyfted Tumours, fuch as the
Atheroma, Steatoma and Meliceris, much
lefs the Sarcomatous, however it happens,
I have found as: little Benefit, tho’ that
Gentleman takes notice of {fome vaft in-
durated T'umours which it brought to Sup-
puration; had it refolved them, I fhould
have been more ready to have afcribed
that to the Remedy; for the Tumour might
have fuppurated under = the Affiftance of
fome maturating Cataplafm, or by the
Strength of Nature, whether his Pl”. had
been given or n{::t; at leaft we don’t find
purging Medicines of any kind, however
proper to promote Refolution, yet not
to forward the making of Matter, or
ripening an' Apofteme; but the Particles
of the Mercury at thefe times, he ftells
us, firft open the Tubes, divide and foften
the impacted Humours, and then turn
fome Parts of them into Matter, whilft
others



A Difcourfe on Quickfilver. 173

others are carry’d off by Stool at the
fame time. Be this as it will, the Cure
fucceeded under the conftant Ufe of the
Pill, and therefore the fame (perhaps de-
fervedly alfo) had the Credit i thereof ;
but as to Fenereal Cafes, I muft deem it
not only the beft of the Mercurial Pre-
parations, but the beft Remedy we have for
them ; and if our Patients of this Sort,
would apply more early, I mean before
the Bones under their Nodes were caria-
ted, I verily think from fome Examples
I could produce, there are many of them
might be cured without Salivation ; which
would be, I am {fure, an ineftimable Be-:
nefit to thofe, who have not the Oppor-
tunity of Retirement, unlefs to their ex-
ceeding Detriment, and at the hazard of
their Reputation ; many Scores of thefe
People have been with me; and when I
tell them I cannot warrant their Cure
unlefs by Salivation, the Wealthy have
ran away to Me——n, and the middling
Sort of late to Bellofte’s Pill 5 others a-
gain to the Friction Man at the other
End of the Town; when fome have re-
turned fome Weeks after, to acquaint me,
they have got their Cures without Flux-
ing. 'Tho’ this is the Lot of fome, yet I
have had others of them after the fruitlefs
Experiments of each of thefe, whom I
have been obliged to lay down at laft; how-
eyer, whilft I am in Practice, I fhall not, ¥
‘ 7 think,
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thmlc for .the time to come, fo: readily
part with a Man of Credit, whom I can-
not prevail upon for Recefs in the other
Way, without firft trying as good a Re-
medy ([ mean my Pill) as M———u's, or
Bellofie’s either.

. Whilft thefe Sheets were {upervifing
for the Prefs, I had a young Lady brought
me, in Company with her Husband, who
had infected her ; as alfo their Apothe-
cary, from whom I had a Hint that I
was only to fatisfy mylelf about the
Symptoms, without letting her know the
Nature of her Malady. She had reccived
the Injury about nine Months, had a
Node 1ifing upon the Os Frontis, with ano-
ther on one of her Shins, as alfo noétur-
ngl Headach s fhe had formerly been chan-
cred below; but thele were dried away
by the Cwmmabar Fume, which the Apo-
thecary bad directed her NNurfe in the ufe
of, and by fome Dofes of Calomelanos which
he had given her.

Having fatisfied myfelf of her Cafe, I
acquainted her I uﬂuld direct her Apo-
thecary what thould be done for her Re-

T s .._‘:....ﬁ-;-."ﬁ.'.ﬂ

lief; the next Morning he came along with -

the Husband whom I told T was appre-
henfive fhe cmuld not be fet right, or
freed entirely from the Difeaic w:thﬁut
Confinement, under the {pitting Courfe ;

and that no time fhould be loft, left the

Bones, if they werc not already, fhould be

mrruptcd
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corrupted ; this I found was not to be com-
lied with upon any Terms whatever, He
aid, he would try what could be done
or her in another Way; I reply’d that
believed I could ferve her in that Way
(which I underffood was Bellofte’s) as well as
he Author of that Piil; were he now living;
and agref:d inftantly on the Experiment ;
then in private ordered the Apothecary to
rub two Drams of the crude Quickfilver by
the moft alliduous T'rituration, with a little
§yr. de Spina, into the fineft and moft im-
perceptible Molecule 5 and after adding half
a Dram of the Pi. Cochie min. to beat
it upinto a pilular Confiftence, with as much
Powder of Crabs Eyes, if needful, as would
give that Form, out of which he was to make
fixteen Pills, one to be taken Night and
Morning, whilft they lafted ; which was for
eight Days; after the Evening Pill the was
to drink a large Draught of the Guajac. De-
cottion, hot as fhe could, and covered clofe
to {weat for an Hour or two, when the Nurfe
was to attend, and prevent her getting Cold ;
in the Morning fhe took the fame Draught
after her Pill, but without fweating, had the
liberty of rlﬁng and of going Abroad if fhe
pleas’d, without any Regimen enjoined.
When fhe had taken thefe Pills, which gave
her two and fometimes three gentle Stools in
a Day, fhe made me aVifit, and taking off the
Cinnabar Plaifter, which I had direfted for
each Rifing, I found both entirely fubfided,
N and
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and her Pains alfo vanified, to her very great
Satisfaltion, ‘and I 'may tell you, to ‘my as
great Surprize. For her Security I directed the
like Number of Pills to be repeatcﬂ for eight
Days more, with the fiveating Courle, ‘but
riore rioderdte & Nights, and then fora’ Fort-
night longer w ithout any fweating at all.
Tf this Gure ftands, T fhall’ not, I fay, fuf-
fér a good Patient to run away to Quacks
in the Difpute abouta Salivation; tho’'T am
ftili of Opinion the much greater Nuthber i
{ome Stages of this Difeafe, fuch more parti-
_cularly as the Exoffofes and czrions Tophs, will
*never be cured without. The middle In-
feltion, Yam fatisfied, will often give way to
this Regimen ; and the {flighteft, as the Ma-
cile, Seibs 268 ey pigines, may altioft be
warranted. About fix Months paft, a poor
Fellow came to me with {fome of thefe; thofe
upon the Scalp were fpread with great Putre-
faltion, infomuch that upon lifting up his
Wig, and taking off the Rags he''had put
on to prevent the Adhefion thereof, ‘he
_fa:arjfi;: fo that I was {carce able to bear him
inmy Study. Itold him, I could ferve him
no otherwife than by getting ‘him into’'the
Hofpital, in order to his being falivated. - He
faid he might as well be hmged for his
Mafter would no more entertain hini. Tasked
him, if he had any Friend that would' truft
himwitha Boxof Pills. He faid ,yes,with fifty ;
and named one Mr. Cray in Lma’mb&:&’ﬁﬂeﬁ;
almoft oppofite to Creed Church. X direéted
_ the
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the {ame Mafs, made up with the Zerebiuzh.
divided into twelve, one of which he took
Night and Morning, without the Apofem, or
any manner of Regimen ; by which only once
more repeated, he got clear of all the crufly
Scabs and ferpiginous Ulcufcula. | o

I could give you many Hiftorics of the fame
- Succefs within thefe twelve Months paft ; but
ledt you fhould think me fo much volatilized,
as the Frenchman ot his T ranflator callsit; or
left others thereby fhould be fo elevated
therewith, as to think they have now an in-
fallible Remedy for the Luwes, I muift unde-
ceive thems; for tho’at {ome times I have
fucceeded, at others I have beendifappointed
by the fame.

How Climes may alter Difeafesor the Re-
medy, I know not, who cannot yet boaft of -
Bellofies Succefs therewith; baving within
thefe {even Months paft been forced to {ali-
vate two Perfons by the Unction, for fome
chancrous Ulcers, one of which had with-
 ftood a great Number of our noted M—’s,
and a much larger of the Pilnle Bellofiane.

Before I finifh my Difcourfe upon this Sub-
je&, it may beneceffary for meto take off the
Objection that fome Gentlemen have made,
viz.thatin my Practical Differtation,! donot
feem to have entertained that extraordinary
Opinion of the Quickfilver Pill, as I do now;
for this I will make no other Apology, nor
can I certainly a better, than the want of
that Experience thereof, which I have had
T
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Opportunities of making, fince the ad Part
of Belloftes Book was publifhed, which put
me upon the fame ; and as I do not think
myfelf too old to improve, much lefs <to
communicate fuch Improvement, however
it may happen to clath in fome wife with
any former Sentiments, relating to the
fame Subject.

As Truthis ever facred in itfelf, {o I hope
no finifter View whatever; no perfonal Pique
or Prejudice againft any Man that difcovers
it, will hinder me from being its Vorary ; for

if I, who have made the Good of my Fellow-

Citizens the prime Study of my Life, and
for that Reafon principally have fhewn my
felf an Encmy to all Medicinal Secrets, fhould
fwerve from her, now in my old Age, when
going out of this World, what would the
People fay of me? Or what can I expect will
bemy Lot in the next? Of which, Sir, to
deal fincerely between you and I, T am as
fully affured, and in which, notwithftanding
the Blufter of modern Infidelity, T do as

firmly believe, as that I am now in this.
No, my dear Friend, it fhall never be o

faid of me, at leaft defervedly.

If an erroneous Opinion fhould mifguide
me, it will be, I dare fay, of no longer con-
tinuance than till my own better Judg-
ment, or that of fome kind Admonifher,

fhall fet me right,

Some

i
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QUICKSILVER.

ND now, Sir, having finith’d my
A Difcourfe in gcneral upon this Sub-

je&t, 1 fhall prefent you with the
Succefs of my Enquiries, as to which I
may tell you, That I have had a grear ma-
ny trifling Accounts, yet I can boaft of ve-
ry few of much Regard and Importance ;
fo that 1 believe, were I to begin the Tafk,
I fhould de::lme it, and reft content, Ilk.e
others, as a Stander by only, or fimply a
Looker on. I have already acquainted
you, that I have met with the leaft En-
couragement where I expected moft; and
I cou'd tell you ftill fomewhat more
ftrange, that fome Gentlemen, who in all
Companies have made no {cruple to tell
the fame Story, have defired, however,
that the Narrative might not be printed ;
efpecially their Names, as Witneffes to at-
teft the Truth. Some of thefe I have left

out, which, poffibly, few others would
have
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have done, for what is openly difcours’d
in publick Coffee-houfes, within the Hear-
ing as well of Strangers as Friends and
Acquaintance, not to one, nor at one
Time only, but to one and Twenty, and
fo many Times over, is not befraying pri-
vate Converfation. But leaving thefe, and
returning to the Cafe, as one which I have
receiv’d from Canterbury, is drawn up
with the greateft Exatnefs, 1 intend the
{fame {hall ftand in the Front, uther’d in
by the following Letter.

SIR,
I Hawe a Cafe that relates to the Ufe of

crude Mercury, which is the Subjelt
much Difcourfe in this Country ; and whic
T believe, would anfwer the Charalter men-
tion'd in your Advertifements. But.though
T have made my [elf Mafter of it, I can’t
awell fend it up by Lady-Day, becaufe it is, as
you will perceive, incompleat, till the prefent
Month of March fball be expir'd. If it
does not interfere with any Defign of yours,
to fay for it till the 3d or 4thof April, I
will do my [elf the Honour to communicate it
by a fafe Hand. |
ol I am, good Sir,

Your moft obedient

ﬁ:f‘f;bfg’ humble Servant,

1733 Chr, Packe.
Te
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To this I immediately wrote as an An-
fwer, that I was willing to ftay for a Cafe
fo extraordinary, if it were to the end of
that Month ; however, on the Tenth, I
think it was, I receiv’d a fecond very cour-
teous Letter, with the underwritten Nar=
rative inclofed.

The Case of Thomas Hukins, in the
Parifb of Great Chart, near Afhford, iz
the County of Kent, Labourer.

A Perfon aged Forty five, an induftrious,
temperate; honeft Man, of a fanguine
Complexion, a found athletic Conftitu-
tion, and coftive Habit of Body. In
March 1727-8. was, upon taking Cold, as
he fuppofes, feiz’d with a Difficulty of
Breathing. His Refpiration was f{omes
times interrupted with Catching, as if his
Breath was fet; at other Times with fud-
den Starts and Sallies, like convulfive Mo-
tions ; but without any the leaft Pain in
his Cheft, or elfewhere. In this way he
went on the greateft Part of the Summer
following, being worft in the Heat of the
Summer, but not {o bad at any Time as to
be taken off from his Labour ; but about
Michaelmas he grew better, and was {o
well through the whole Winter, that he
‘thought it was all over. The next Mareb,
1728-g. to his great Surprize, it return’d

O 2 with
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with fuch Violence, that it quite difabled
him, and threw him upon the Parifh.
However this, as before, abated about Mi-
rhaelmas, enough to let him do now and
then two or three Days work, but did not
go entirely off, as in the laft Winter.  In
the fame Manner, but in a2 more violent
Degree, it has feiz’d him every March,
until the prefent Year, 1732-3. exclufive,
beginning fometimes before the Equinox
arifing to its height; after an Abatement
in the mild Month of Apr:/, in the Heat
of the Summer, and declining about M;i-
chaelmas ; only it grew worfe and worfe
cach Year, and left him {o bad in the
Winters, efpecially the laft, that he wasnot
able to do any Thing for his Bread, but
was oblig’d to depend entirely upon a
weekly Allowance from the Parifh. But
the fevereft Times of this general Paroxyfm
are the Months of March and fuly, at the
Invafion, and the Height, in the former
of which efpecially, when the Winds are
Eafterly, he is fo fhort breath’d as to be in
continual Apprehenfion of Suffocation, al-
moft from the Time of its firft feizing him
¢ill towards the End of the Month; and in
the latter, his Breath is, during the Heat of
the Weather, fo exceedingly laborious,
that it has been cuftomary for Mr. Hooker
and his Family to hear him puff like a bro-
ken winded Horfe, from his own Houfe

down
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down to Hukins’s, which is an hundred
Yards.

This terrible D1ﬁemper takes him firft
in March with a fluth of Heat, then with
an inward Coldnefs, not in any particular
'Place, but in the general Habit of hisBody;
but neither of them are very great, nor
laft very long ; then fucceeds the Diflicul-
ty of Breath, which encreafes pretty quick-
ly to fuch a Degree, that he can neither
walk nor lie down, nor bend his Head
backwards, nor eat nor drink any Thing
for fear of Suffocation, except a lictle Sage,
Penny Royal, Hyflop, or Ale-hoof Tea,
or fome fuch {mall Liquor ; yet he is not
fick, nor does he often vomir, when he
does, it is only the Liquor he takes, with-
out any ropy or foul Humours; nor is the
Fit attended with any Cough, or Spitting
of any moment, even during, or after its
Extremity ; but his whole Cheft feems to
himfelf to be very much ftraiten’d, as if
his Lungs and Heart wanted room for their,
neceflary Motions, and with them to be
heaved upwards towards his Throat, wich
a Pain in his Back, in or about the Place
where the Procefles of the Midriff are in-
ferted into the Spine; in this fad Condi-
tion he has been kept almoft entirely out
of his Bed for four, five, {ix, nay, once
for fourteen Weeks tnﬂmher being obli-
oed to fit generally at the Window, for the

g Bene-
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Benefit of the cool Air, both Night and
Day, catching orly now and then in his
Chair a Nap of broken, reftlefs Slumbers,
which even, fuch as they were, he could
fcarce ever get before two or three a Clock
in the Morning. In this Manner the gene-
ral Fit, which is compos’d of many parti-
cular ones, proceeds from its Invafion in
March, to its Decline in September, only
he thinks (and it is his own Obfervation)
that he is generally, if not always worft,
a Day or two before, or after the full
Moons.

During the Fit, and at all other Times,
he is free from all Diforders of any Sort,
except thofe on his Cheft, which I have
now defcrib’d ;5 but as his Conftitution is
naturally coftive, he is more bound in his
Body at fuch Times, and more {o, when
he is at the worft ; and when the Fit goes
off, or rather (as the Cafe now ftands)
abates, about Michaelmas, there is no ap-
parent Crifis, by Stool, Urine, Spitting,
oweating , Impofthume, OSwelling, or
other Ways, but it wears away by De-
grees, and (to ufe his own Phrafe) as it .
comes {o it goes, as God pleafes.

In this deplorable Condition he has
made Ufe of fuch Medicines, as his low
Circumftances could procure for him,
from the Apothecary, and fuch as one or
ather of his good Neighbours directed him

3 N TR
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to, which were not a few, he being a Per-
fon, for the Sobriety of his Manners, and
the Induftry of his Life, very well refpeét-
ed ; but finding little or no Relief from
any of them, except from Steel prepar’d
with Sulphur, which he thought did him
the moft good of any Thing; and being
tired with Variety of fuch ufelefs Prefcrip-
tions, he had for feven or eight Months
laft paft, given over all Medicine what-
ever, and refolved to truft the Remainder
of his feemingly fhort and miferable Life
to Nature alone ; but hearing of late of the
great Benefit which feveral Perfons had re-
ceiv'd by crude Mercury, and particularly
in Afthmatick Cafes, and dreading the Re-
turn of March, he willingly fell in with

the Advice, and enter’d upon the Courfe,
He began on the 6th of Fan. 1732-3. to
take half an Ounce of crude Mercury,
about fix of the Clock in the Evening, an
Hour before his Supper, and two or three
before his Bed-Time, which he has con-
tinu’d to do ever fince, without Intermif-
fion, except two Days, when he wanted a
Supply: From that Time to this he has
not perceiv’d any the leaft fenfible Opera-
tion of the Medicine, either by Spitting,
Sweating, Urine or Stool ; only about a Fort-
night after his firft taking it he once found
the Quantity of about four Ounces of it,
as he guefles, amongft his Excrements,
O 4 and
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and fince that hernow and then finds twe
or three globules of the clear Mercurylin
his Stools; - Neither has he perceiv’d any
the leatt ill Effe¢t of it ;- no Shaking, Diz-
zinefs, Dimnefs of Sight, &e¢. in his Head,
no Sicknefs, Stitches, Gripes, &c. in his
Stomach and Guts, or other Bowels of the
Belly; no Trembling, Numbnefs, Pains,
&c. in his Limbs; but inftead of thefe, or
any other Sort of Diforder, it has been at-
tended with a daily gradual Alteration in
his whole Nature for the better ; infomuch,
that from the Time of his firft taking it in
Fanuary he found Amendment, and has
paflfed through all February, and March
hitherto (in which Month he has been
to all Appearance dying thefe four Years)
fo well, that he has eat and drank his ufu-
al Diet pretty freely, kept his Bed a Nights,
{leeps foundly the beft part of it, is fo live—
ly and chearful in his Spirits, and fo much
ﬂronger and active in his Body, that he
now goes through his daily Labuur with
little trouble; and wpon the whole, has
but little to complain of, which is fome-
times a Thicknefs of his Breath: in a
Morning for a while after his Up-rifing,
or when he walks againft a Hill; and he
finds that moft Garden Stuff, particularly
Cabbage, all roafted and fry’d Meats, Pan-
cakes and Pie-Cruft of. any fort, fill fic
uneafy upon his Swmach bml’d Mutton
agrees
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agrees with him the beft of all Fleth
Meats.
<1 ThiswashisCondition on the 16th-of .
March, 1732-3. when I took it in Wri-
ting carcfully from the Patient’s own
Mouth, in the Prefence of Mr. Hooker,
Mr. C!:zrk and Mr. Bate, to all whom
the Perfon and his Cafe were well known
before. But as I look’d upon the Cafe as
incompleat till this Month was over, I
took care to have a more particular Ac-
count of any Thing that fhould fall out in
the Remainder of it

Accordingly 1 faw him on the 25th,
and was by him informed, that he was ta-
ken with a Shortnefs of Breath of the fame
Sort as ufed to afflit him early in this
Month, March 21. yet nothing like it in
Degree, he could keep his Bed, fleep well
in it, bend his Head backward, eat and
drink as ufual, only in the main he found
lefs Room in his Cheft, and could not
move much about without trouble; the
next Day [22d.] he was fomething better,
the next [23d.] worfe again, the 24th he
was better, and the next Day [25th.] bet-
ter ftill ; but being all this while bound in
his Body, he took this Morning a little
folutive Syrup of Rofes, which gave him
four or five Stools ; and this Evening, when
I was with him, he was fo eafy, that he
.thnught it was going off, but on the 26th

this
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this Difficulty return’d to a higher Degrec
than the laft Week, and with fome fhort
Intervals of Remiffion, has continued fo
ever fince; however, he has as yet been
nothing near fo bad as he ufed to be in
this Month ; for, he hasbeen able to keep
his Bed a Nights, and fleep pretry well iniit,
only now and then he fits up an end in his
Cloaths fora little while ; at other Times,
when he is up, he is eafy, except when he
walks or moves too haftily ; fo that though
it has not yet proceeded fo far as to lay
him up, and difable him, yet he is oblig’d
to work more leifurely, and with fome
uneafinefs, but he found no Difference at
all on the 28th or 29th inftant, which two
Days were fo extraordinary hot, as to ex-
ceed moft ordinary Days in ‘fune. All
this while he was quite bound in his
Body, and has feen not the leaft Speck of
his Mercury except the sth of Apri/ about
an Ounce, which is more than he had feen
(put all the Times together) fince the 18th
of March: This came with a well digeft-
ed large Stool, which gave him much Re-
lief, and the next Day [the 6th] when he
walked from Chart vo Afbford (which is
two Miles) to meet me, he gave me this
Detail of his Relapfe (if it may be {o called)
he found himfelf now again better than he
had been for a Fortnight paft.

Now,
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Now, in order to keep him open, and
yet not interfere with his Courfe of Mer-
cury, I gave him a Dofe of Quickfilver
Pills, which are either Bellg/’s, or fome-
thing fo near in Operation to them, that I
think they are, to all Intents and Purpofes,
the fame. Thefe I order’d him to repeat
once in five, fix, or feven Days, according
as he found that his Mercury did not come
away, and as he was at the fame Time un-
eafy in his Cheft, not otherwife; and he
1s to proceed in the Ufe of hisMercury eve-
ry Evening, as before.

Thus ftands our Cafe on the 6th of April,
What fhall be farcher obfervable, I fhall
be well acquainted with ; not fo much by
fuch Accounts as I can receive from good
Hands, as by my own Examination: As I
have frequent Opportunity of going into
that Neighbourhood, I fhall only add, at

refent,a fhort Diary of the Weather, fince
ﬁis Relapfe, which perhaps may be of fome
Ufe; but I think ic proper firft to remark,
that thefe Pills are che firft Medicine of any
fort, that he has taken during the whole
Courfe, except that gentle Purge on the
18th of March; for though he had, in Fe-
bruary laft, the late raging epidemical
Cold, to fome Degree; yet he fteadily per-
fifted in the Ufe of his Mercury alone, un-
affifted by any other Medicines, or Method

of Cure whatever, And he is at this Time
: 2 . " o
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fo little difcouraged by this (as he thinks
1t) flight Return of his Afthma, that with
the occafional Help of thefe Quickfilver
Pills, he refigns himfelf up to the conti-
nued Ufe of his Mercury, in reafonable
Hopes of recovering by this fafe and eafy

Specifick, a very good, if not a pcrfeét
State of Health,

Signed, .

Chr. Packe, M. D.

%zfﬂg; iﬁi} %Efqrs. Church-wardens.

The Rev. Mr. Fobn Clark, Re&or of
Great Chart.

The Rev. Mr. Richard Bate, Curatc
of Great Chart.

After a warm moift Seafon.

Saturday, March 1732-3.
17. Morning fair, Afternoon Thunder,
Rain, Hail vidlent:
18, Cold and windy, without Rain.
19. Full Moon, cold, raw, windy.
20, Fair M:}rnmg, Ccrld Ram, Hail in
thﬁ Afn:rnnon
. Fair Morning, but windy ; Aftcr-
noon a heavy Rain, Sleet and Cold.
22. Morning very windy and cold ; Af-
ternoon Rain, Hail, Sleet, Snow.

23. Far
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23. Fair Morning, cold raw Afternoon.
24. Warm but changeable all Day.

25. A hot, clofe, moift, cloudy Day.

26, 277. Very warm Sun dry.

28 29. Exceeding hot and dry, as any
ordinary Day in fune, and from thence to
the 2d of Apri/ hot and dry, in a lefs De-
gree.

April 2. Dry, and fomewhat cold;
Wind thift to N. E.

3, 4, 5. Cold and dry Days; the Wind
the fame, and fometimes very fharp.

P.S. I had not an Opportunity of ob-
ferving the Barometer well enough to com-
pare it with the former Part of my Diary;
wherefore I thought it would be of no
great Signification to trouble you with the
latter. Perhaps one might have found
fome Correfpondence between the Mercury
in that In!grument, and that in the Pa-
tient’s Body, which might have given fome
ufeful Hints about the Ufe of this Drug ;
but I purpofely forbear any Conjectures,
and all R:afnnmgs which may prejudice
any one, in his own manner of thinking,
about this Macter. I have been careful to
be exaét in the Dafcriptiﬂn of my Cafe,
and leave it pure to the candid and inge-
nious Obferver.

S,’;?f-_
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 Sherington Grofvenor, E{q; of the Chefbiré

Family, upon the fight of my publitk Ad-
vertifement, fent me the following.

S IR,
I Have read your Advert ﬁmenf and if your

Letfure would permit meeting me this B-
vening, at the Caftle Tavern iz Fleet-fireet,
I have [omething to acquaint you with of the
good Effects of Quickfilver. I am obliged to
goout of Town to Morrow Morning, others
wife fhould have waited on you ; who an,

SIR, Your unknown

Monday, Mavch
it humble Servant,

S. Grofvenor.

In anfwer to this, I fent Word, by the
fame Meflenger, that how fond foevcr he
might think me of Quickfilver Intellis
gence, I did not think it worth my while
to go fo far from Home, efpecially being
then towards Night; but that if he pleas’d
to communicate the Cafe by Letter, or
otherwife, I fhould take it kindly at his
Hands. This good -natur’d Gentlernan,
however, putting off his Journey, came
the next Morning to my Houfe; and gave
me the following Account.

That he had for many Months [if not
Years, which 1 have forgot] been much
troubled with fwell'd Legs, and running

Sores,
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Sores, of the Scorbutick Kind, which gave
him very great Uneafinefs, ftill farcher
encreafing, and breaking outin freth Places;
that in order to his Cure, he had taken the
Advice of the moft eminent Men in our
Way, who he named to me ; that, by their
Directions, he haditried many of our M:-
neral Waters, particularly the Hbolt and
Scarborough ; but, after feveral expenfive
Journies, befides the manyalterative Courfes
in Town and Country, his Diftemper ra-
ther getting Ground, his Legs more {well’d,
and the Blotches farther encreafing, he was
advifed to try Quickfilver ; taking one Ounce
every Day, which he did; and, after a
Fortnight or three Weeks Time, found
{uch remarkable Succefs, that he was vaft-
ly encouraged to go on.
- When he came to me, he had taken, as
I remember, about four Pounds : He turn’d
down his Stockings, and fhew’d me both
his Legs, which, he faid, were reduced
one third of what they were before he be-
gan the Remedy; his Sores being all heal’d,
with the Scabs thrown off, leaving only
their S¢igmata behind them, which were
very numerous. He was perfectly eafy,
and {o well pleas’d wich his very promifing
Recovery, which feem’d indeed to want
little of being compleated, that in his
own Hand Writing, he left his Name, gi-
ving me the Liberty to ufe it [a Conde/cen~
Jion
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Sionr I bave rarely met with, even among this
Gentleman's Inferiors] whereI thought con-
venient.

When I had communicated this Cafe of
’Squire Grofvenor to another Gentleman,
whofe Name I have not the fame Liberty
to ufe, and whofe Cafe was more compli-
cate, at leaft I thought it mix'd wit
Taint of another Kind, well enough adapt-
ed to a Quickfilver Courfe, he refolv’d
upon the fame Experiment, and followed
1t clofe for a Month ; burt finding no Bene-
fit, the Ulceration and Puftules ftill {fpread-
ing over feveral Parts of his Body, and his
Pains about his Arms and his Legs encrea-
fing, he damn’d the Quickfilver, as an in-
fignificant Remedy ; and wanted to know
my Opinion, why it had not fucceeded with
him, as well as Mr. Grofvenor 2 To which
1 could give no more fatisfactory Anfwer
than this: Thatas in a great Number of
others, who had taken it meﬂ’e&ually, it
muft probably have {lip’d out as it went in,
without reaching the Blood: He faid he
had read Be/loff, who talks of the Quick-
filver communicating fome of its volatile
Particles to the Juices of the Stomach,
which they carry along with them, and
make a noble Balfam for the Blood ; and
if {o, whether or no it enters afterwards as
Qulckﬁlver into the Veins; he thought

thofe wolatile Parts and fine Balfam might
have
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have an{wer'd his Expetation. To this I
was mute; and could only reply, thac I
was forry the Balfam of his Blood had not
been purify’d thereby. I then direted hinm
an Ele&uvary, with the Grade Antimony,
Aithiops and Gum. Guaj. but bis Stomach
ufed to a great Quantity of fpiritous Lis
quors, naufeating the fame, he would not
proceed in that Courfe; nor could I pre-
vail for his Recefs, in order to a Salivation.
I then concluded to try the Quickfilver,
though in another Way; I mean the Pi//
This fuited him the beft of any thing, be-
ing only one fingle Pill, to be f{wallowed
Nighet and Morning, without Regimen,
which he immediately enter’d on ; and, by
taking only eighteen, has found not only a
Difpofition to the drying of the Ulceration,
and crumbling away of the Scabs, but his
Pains quite gone; fo that there feems great
Likelihood that fo many more may accom-
plith his Cure ; which if they do, or that
the fame fhould hold, I will give you No-
tice; as well of thisas of fome others, treat-
ed in the fame Way, of whom I gave you
an Account in my laft, |
A poor Woman from Weftminjter, whole
Name the told me was Fames, very much
affliGted withan 4/l hma,was advis'd [asothersg
under the like Complaint] by fome of her
Neighbours, to take Qgickfilver; for which

Purpofefhe had boughta quarter of a Pound:
P They
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They told her, if fhe obferv’d her Stools,
fhe might fave moft of it, which being
wafh’d, would ferve to take over .again:
‘However by that Time fhe had fwallow’d
three Ounces, by half an Ounce twice a
Day, inftead of thofe Stools, fhe began to
‘void Blood in pretty large Quantity, and
clotted, but without Pain. 'Whereupon
{he defifted ; and applying to an Apothe-
cary hard by, who had heard, I fuppofe,
of my Advertifement, he per{waded her to
apply to me, not only for my Advice, but
to give the Relation from her own Mouth.
I afk’d her how the came to rake fo longa
Walk to my Houfe, under thefe Circum-
ftances ? She told me fhe came by Water,
and was affur’d, by the Gentleman who fent
her, that I would not think much to give
her my Counfel," as fhe call’d it, what to
do, and to defray that little Charge of her
coming and going back. When I had af-
fur’d my felf thac the Woman’s Cafe was
not feign’d,  upon farther Enquiry, 1
found it was about a critical Time in Life,
her Menfes having been dodging with her
for fix Months before ; but the affur’d me
the never had them in fo diforderly a way;
nor was fhe ever incident to the Piles. I
order’d her inftantly to be let Blood in
her Arm, and to take a Morfel of the fol-
lowing Ele&uary every fix Hours, with
five or fix Spoonfuls of the Julep, after each
Dofe. i
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& Conf. Rofar. 3 i.
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Syr. de Mecon. q. 1. m.f. Elet,
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I then gave her a fmall Matter to pay for the
fame, with her Paflage by Water back again,
and order’d her to fend me Word in a Day
or two, how Things went with her, and I
would fatisfy any poor Body fhe fent for
their trouble, if the could not prevail wich
the Apothecary to come himfelf. Three
Days after this, Word was brought by a
Neighbour, that the Bleeding which had
ftopp’d, was broke down afrefh, and that
fhe had voided two Chamber Pots full of
clotted Blood, yet ftill without Pain. I
then dire¢ted an Ounce of Bark with a
Dram of Rbubarb, made into an Ele&ua-
ry with the fame Syrup, of which fhe
was to take the Quantity of a Nutmeg
every four Hours, with a f{poonful of the
Tinctura Styptica Helvetii in four or five
of Water after each, and one of the fol-
lowing Glylters to be thrown up Nighg
and Morning during the fame Time, which
I told them [in regard to the narrow Cir-
cumftances of the Patient] how to prepare,
by boiling four Ounces of Qak-Bark grofs-
ly bruifed, and half as much Pomegranate

P Rind,
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Rind, in two Quarts of the Smith’s Forge
Water, to a Quare, for four Glyfters. "I
fatisfy’d the Meflenger for her trouble,
with Orders to let me hear from them
if there was Occafion, and I would come
to her my felf ; for having engag’d in the
Enquiry, and in purfuit of the fame, I
would not have fcrupled making this poor
Creature 2 Vifitc, however two or three
Miles from home, for my own Satisfacti-
on as well as hers. 1 farther fent Word,
that if the was ne’er fo well, T fthould be
glad to fee her in a Fortnight or three
Weeks time ; and accordingly, about that
Diftance the came to return me her Thanks,
telling me withal, that before the Meflen-
ger came back from my Houfe the thought
the muft have loft her Life by the great
Lofs of Blood; but fo foon as they could
get a Glyfter thrown up, it began to abate;
and before fhe had taken out her Gallipot
it ftopt ; yet to prevent a return, fhe not
only made an end of that, but continued
her Glyfters alfo.
I had a great mind, by way of clearer
- Conviétion, fhe thould make a farther Ex-
periment with the Quickfilver, and for that
‘purpofe affur’d her, that if any Accident
thould enfue I would come to her Affift-
ance ; but the poor Woman was fo averfe
to any farther Trial that I defifted. She
faid fhe was confident the Quickfilver had
brnugh;
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brought it upun her; and that, although
under God, I shad fav'd her Ltf'e yet to
run the fame Hazard again, and chat wil-
fully, would be tempting God Almighty
to take it away from her, The good Wo-
man’s Argument, I muft own, evercame;
and I have been fince, for the Peace and
Quiet of my own Mind, well pisas’d that
mine did not prevail,

The following being a Cafe of near Af-
finity with the foregoing, I have annexed
it thereto.

A middle aged Woman practifing Mid-
witery near Feachurch-fireef, who for the
fame foolifh Reafons with fome others,
muft not, it feems, have her Name in
print, came to me about the fame Time,
to acquaint me, that fhe had followed the
new Mode of Quickfilver for an Afthma,
which had been fo exceeding troublefome,
that fhe was forced either to fit upright
in her Bed, and oftentimes in her Chair
for feveral Nights, not able to lie down,
nor at fome times to follow her Profeffion,
fo that {he was fearful the muft quit the
fame. Mr. Arnold the Apothecary, late
of Salishury Court, being her particular
Friend, had fraquently eas’d her with An-
moniacum diflolv’d in Penny Royal Water,
which be had inftructed her to prepare her
felf, and fometimes {he had try’d the Oxy-

P2 mel

k.
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mel Scyllit, at others large Quantities of
the Spirit and Salt of Hartfborn, in vari-
ous Mixtures, without any long Refpite
from her Complaint; but that, fince fhe
took the Mercury, her Fits return’d much
feldomer, and were a great deal fhorter, as
well as eafier to her; however, the was
lately furpriz’d with an uncommon Ap-
earance, or what fhe was never before
ufed to, viz. after the taking of about four
Pounds, fitting on the Por as for a Stool,
fhe had difcharg’d a very large Quantity
of Blood in black Clots, attended with na
Pain: This had {o exceedingly frighten’d
her, that the had laid afide her Quickfil-
ver, as apprehending the Blood to be fome
how or other the Effe@s thereof.
I inform’d my felf of all other Circums-
ftances relating to her Condition, and ha-
ving fo lately met with the like Accident,
¥ﬁrfwaded her to leave it off, at leaft for
ome Time; to draw off fome Blood by the
Arm, in the way of Revulfion, and to take
as much Rbubarb as might give her two or
three Stools, once in fo many Days, for
three or four Times. |
I afk’d her what the had obferv’d during
the Time of her taking it, till this late
Flux of Blood? She faid, nothing more
than an unufual Weight upon her Stomach,
which was not fo good as formerly, anda
Head-ach, to which fhe was always before
2 ' a
=
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a Stranger, and not us’d to thofe Complaints.
I told her it might be accidental ; the faid
fhe was in hopes fo too, for being fo much
relieved in her Breath fhe had overlook’d
all others, and had gone an with the fame
Remedy, had not this Flux of Blood deter’d
her from the farther Profecution.
Whilft the good Woman was ralking to
me, a Country Man from Southampton came
in; he had heard, he faid, of my Advert:fe-
ment, and thought me therefore a proper
Perfon to apply to for Advice. He faid, he
had been a Quickfilver taker, I think, about
two Pounds [ for the Midwife flanding by,
told bhim, fbe bad taken as much more] fox
a Shortnefs of Breath, and had found won-
derful Advantage thereby, in fo much,
that he could lie down in his Bed, which
he had not been able to do for man
Weeks; but he was fince afHlicted witﬂ
Pains in his Head, and in his Limbs, efpe~
cially one of his Arms, and his Hand on
the fame fide felt numb’d, as if ic were
afleep, going off, and quickly after return-
ing. I told him, he might poffibly have
got fome Cold, and emquird, if thefe
Complaints were new, or that he was
{ure, at no Time before, he had felt an
Thing of a like kind. He faid, he had no
other Symproms of any Cold upon him,
and, that no Man was ever freer from
Complaints of this, or any other kind,
o] bating
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bating his Affbma, than himfelf. He
thﬂre%ore told me, he fhould be very thank-
ful if I would give him my Advice, whether
he had beft go on; and I perfwaded him not,
for fome Time, for though his Head-ach
and Painsof his Limbs mightarife from other
Caufes, yet { knew not what to fay of the
Numbnefs. This Hint, I peficeiv’d, had
been given him by the Phyficians in the
Country, and he had been frighten’d, I am
apt to think, with the Apprehenfion of a
}?ﬁz{ﬁf, which -might enfue that Numbnefs.
When I had given fuch Dire&ions as I
thought proper, they both took their leaves
at the fame Time ; and I had an Opportu-
nity of obferving the oppofite Tempers and
Difpofitions of certain Perfons in the
World; the Country Man was as prefling
thac I would take his Name [which he told
me] as the Midwife was fearful 1 fhould
publith hers. And, indeed, for want of
taking his Advice, by entering the fame
down, before the next Day it had flipt my
Memory. I remember well, 1 told him it
was lefs material, but that, if any Thing
of worfe Confequence befel him, meaning
if this Numbnefs encreas’d, or, that if
either a whole, or half Palty fthould enfue,
which I hoped would not be his Cafe, if
ne fent me word thereof, by any Account
drawn up from his Apothecary; 1 would
yeadily afiit himy with my Advice,
St 3
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I have one Letter out of Bedfordfbire,
from E{q; Orlebar, if that Gentleman
bears not a higher Title; and if he does, I
am to afk his Pardon, giving an Account
of my Lady Smizh’s [of Long Afbton near
Briffol] taking feveral Ounces of crude
Mercury when the was quick with Child,
on the gccafiun of an Iliac Paffion, and re-
covering thereby, though given over, as
they call it, by all the Phyficians in Bri-
ol
But this Cafe has nothing in it extraor-
dinary, it was an ancient Pradtice you know
at thefe Times, to give not only many
Ounces, but many Pounds. Be/loft, if I mi-
ftake not, fpeaks of feven, which he had
given before the Obftruction could be re-
moved, or the fame force irs way through.
The Remedy being here directed for the
fake merely of its pondus, and not, asthe
Antidote writer fondly dreams, for that of
fome other intrinfical good Quality in it
for that purpofe; in the room of which
there have been fome who have {wallow’d
leaden Bullets, in hopes of their making
way, and reducing the periftaltick Motion,
now revers’'d, into its former State.
I once diffe¢ted an Iliacal Subjeét, who
the Day before had {wallow’d two Pounds
of Quickfilver at one Draught, where upon
examining the Inteftines, I perceiv’d the
whole Mafs thereof upon the Obftacle in
1 | the
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the Gut, which was mortify’d all round
about, This Accident I neither at thae
Time, nor fince, did impute wholly to the
Weight or Coldnefs of the Quickfilver,
much lefs any change of Texture contra&-
ed by lying there, but to the intenfe De-
gree of the Inflammation and Convulfion,
which brought on the dcadly Symptoms,'
tor the fame Difeafe had feiz d on the part
below for two or three Inches, infomuch,
that endeavouring to draw down that
which was inverted, it was {fo rotten that
it rent in one part thereof,

Another Letter from Berﬁfézr&* giving
an Account of one Mr. fobn Peters, living
fome Miles from thence, and Whﬂ, for a
Lamenefs in one of his Knees, of long
ftanding, was advifed to take Quickfilver
by a Spoonful every Night. When he had
taken a few Dofes lie found himfelf much
diforder’d, and fending for this Gentleman,
I found bim (laith he) complaining of great
Pain about the Bladder, and Parts adja-
cent: When be endeavour'd to make Water
be trembled and [weated for near balf an
Hour together, voiding only a few Drops at

a Time, and that of a [limy purulent Mat-
ter, which the Patient would have to be Je-
minal. But the Apothecary was of Opi-
nion, that it came from the Bladder. His
Pu;’jf was exceeding low, bis Breath firaif,
and be told his Friends, that be bad brought

all
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all this Mifchief upon bimfelf, and that ano-
ther Spoonful would certainly bhave done bis
Bufine/s. For it {feems juft before, fetting
afide his Lamenefs, he was a healthy ftrong
Man as any in the Country, but furvived
not this Accident more than two Months.

In the Way of Poftfcript he obferves,
that abundance of People in the Country
are taking Quickfilver, meerly out of
Whym, and for no Diforder, that he can
find, to which they have been the rather
embolden’d, as finding neither good nor
hurt thereby ; one Perfon having taken it
a long Time together, for a Cancer on the
Tongue, but without any Benefit; he
concludes thus,

The Truth of this I am ready to juftify
whenever requir'd, who am,

Sir, Your humble Servant,

F. Savage, Apothecary in Newbury,
Berkfbire.

It will be difficult to reconcile this Com-
plaint to the taking of Quickfilver, and if
the Patient was clear of any fuch before,
as odd for an Abfcefs to form it {elf fo {fud-
denly on the Prgffate Glands, or an Ulcer
to be form’d in the Bladder, but evident, I
think, that both the Dyfury, and purulent
Difcharge, muft from one of thefe receive
its Origine, The Remedies direCted by
| this
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this Gentleman for the Patient I ha?c
omirted as lefs material.

But the following, furely, are Cafcs
which carry with them greater Evidence,
and plainer alfo.

A Gentleman I was fent for to fome
Time paft, after raking of the Remedy,
upon fome other Occafion, was feiz'd
with an univerfal Eryf peia.r which was
not without great Difturbance to himfelf,
and a continu’d phyfical Difcipline of {ome
Weeks, removed.

When I communicated this Cafe to a
worthy Fellow of the College, a Gentle-
man of the ftri¢tet Honour and Veracity,
with whom I happen’d in Confulration,
he told me, he had obferv’d the like Acci-
dent in a Patient, for whom he was con-
fulted, where there was not only a general
Inflammation, but painful Exulceration
alfo on the Cu#is underneath; the Cu-
ticle throwing off in large and floughy
Defguammations, the Soars ftill feftering,
as they call ir, and mattering round about
the fame, f{o that there was fome diffi-
eulty in getting them to Cicatrife, and
Time {pent in the healing of them up
again. Whart is yet farther remarkable in
this Cafe, the Patient not attributing this
Mifchief to his Mercury, after he was got
well, t:ntcrprlzcth the fame a fecond Time,
and qmckly after the hke Inflammation

fpread
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{ptead over him afreth. If the Evidence
from thefe Cafes be not indubitable, I
dare fay you will allow they may juftify a
Sufpicion, that the fingle Accident befall-
ing one, and the double one of like Nature
in the other, were not only the Confe-
quents, but the Productions fome way or
other [ for I meddle not bere with the 31 i)
of the Mercury juft before taken.

I have receiv’d feveral Letters from other
Places, but {fome of the Narrations therein
fo mjudu.:muﬂy drawn up, and ﬂthers {o
very trifling, that I could by no means
think them worth communicating If the
Remedy has been given upon the Decline of
a Difeafe, or where others had been admini-
fter’d juft before, which feems to have
been the Cafe of fome; the {ame has been
deem’d chiefly, if not whully, inftrumen-
tal in the Recovery ; on the other hand, if
the Patient dies, although it be fome
Months after the taking of Quickfilver, it
muft be that which deftroy’d him ; fo flu-
¢tuating, fo uncertain, and of f{o lictle re-
gard, 1s the Judgment paft at thefe Times
by the unthinking Multitude. One fays
it has cur’d them of a Head-ach. Two or
three, that it has brought fuch Difeafe np-
on them. One fays, it has pall’d and ta-
ken away their Appetite. Another, that
it has done more in ftrengthning their Di-
geftion than all other Remedies whatever
saken before, Bug
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But thete are two Cafes more, could I
have got them fairly ftated from the Per-
fons concern’d, would have afforded equal
Grounds for your Speculation, as well as
diftruft of this Remedy, from the Confe-
quences of taking it. The one of a Tradef-
man, who having profecuted the Courfe
for a little Time, fell under exquifite Pain
in the lower Belly, and a prodigious In-
flammation or Tenfion of the Abdominal
Mufcles, attended with a plentiful Secre-
tion of the Sal/iva, and a very ftubborn
Opbthalmy allo, by which the Sight was
for a long Time obfcur’d, and the Reco-
very thereof at one Time thought irretrie-
vable. The firft of thefe Complaints was
reprefented to me by the Phyfician, fome-
what like the Zormina, happening often-
times before the Advance of a Ptialifinus,
but with greater Diftenfion of the outer
Teguments. Thefe Complaints were at
length taken off with a narrow Efcape of
Life as well as of the Sight. By the way,
this is not the only ftubborn Opbthalmy or
Blood-fbot Eye, as it is vulgarly named, I
have known, enfue the taking of this Re-
medy.

The other is of a Perfon in a publick
Station, who had taken Mercury for an
Aftbma, and found (with certain others)
great Benefit thereby; though at long run

it was thought by thofe who attended him
| in



ii_*f ;'%dckﬁfwf'. 223
in his Sicknefs, that he paid his Life for ir,
languithing many Weeks, I might fay
Montchs, firft of all under a large Drain
‘of Lymph from the Glands of the Fauces,
but with litcle Slough - or Putrefa@ion
therein, after which the Mandible was fo
lock’d up, that he could get down no
Nourithment, unlefs with the utmoft
Difficulty ; hIS Pulfe continu’d low and de-
preft, with cold Sweats, and ftarting of
the Tendons intervening ; at length the
Flux of Rheum abating, the Jaw again re:
lax’d, but then the Humours were tranla-
‘ted to the Glandules of the Infeflines; a
‘Nerwvous Atrophy all this while 'encreafing,
and this latter Colliquation oppofing all
‘Endeavours, the Patient, at laft, funk un-
der a Marafmus.

The fame Phyfician attended both,and as
T have heard him fay, was convinc’d in his
own Mind, that the Mercury had brought
on, as well the dangerous Symptoms in the
one, as the deadly in the other.

In order to the taking this latter Ac-
count I was referr’d by him to the Apo-
thecary, from whom I had a Promife of a
much fuller, than by a verbal Reciral ia
cafual Converfation I am able to deliver.
How it happens that I am difappointed 1
muﬂ: impute, furely, to his fear of difobli-

ing the Widow, who the laft Time I'fee

him, 1 -undcr{toud, ‘was utterly -averfe to
her
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her Husband’s Name being made publick,
which was never intended. But this truly is
the great Hardfhip we labour under, and
which has given me fo much Uneafinefs,
that I think never more to aflume this
Argument. 50

I have heard of Rumouts from feveral
Quarters of the Town, that 1 might have
been furnith’d with divers Cafes on both
" Sides of the Queftion, upon the taking
Quickfilver in the modern way ; but the
‘Perfons concern’d will not admit a Publi-
cation, even were I to promife, that nei-
ther their Names; Places of Refidence, or
their Occupations, fhould not be difclos’d
in the Narration thereof ; and I am fure,
without their free Confent, it was never
my Intention. I cannot think however,
but that fome People are to blame in Mat-
ters of {o great Utility to the common
Welfare, where their good Name and Re=
putation is no ways concern’d to conceal
their Cafes, at left, if their Names muft
not be brought upon the Stage; but {o it
happens, and he who is endeavouring tg
ferve the Publick, does it often to the Pre-
judice of his private Intereft. :

I muft give you one Inftance of this,
whilft I acquaint you, that fome few Days
paft I fent to a Surgeon of my Acquaint-
ance, fomewhat remote from me, to beg

him that he would refrefh my Mﬂmu?f
[2be
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[the Accident falling out near twelve Months
24/t how much ﬁcrtur}? fuch a Gentle-
man, with whom he and I were then cona
cern’d, had taken, before the Accident ap-
pear’d, of which this honeft Man inno-
cently enquiring of the Patient; he difco-
ver'd fome Warmth, and faid, he refent-
ed my having publifh’d his Cafe already in
Print, and fo deferib’d it, that although
without his Name, feveral People had told
him thereof. .

The Truth is this, the Gentleman ha-
ving taken about a Pound of Quickfilver;
fell under a Complaint, which was juftly
fuppos’d to take rife from the fame, the
rather, for that his Apothecary had for-
merly obferv’d the like Malady had enfu’d
upon his taking Mercury, though in ano-
ther Form. This Accident had made
fome lictle Noife in his Neighbourhood;
and I know not that he was {paring him-
felf when he got abroad; of telling it to
fome of his Acquaintance. Be this as it
will, a very imperfe@ Account was by
fome Means of other tran{mitted to the
Author of the Treatife on Mercufy, of
which 1 knew not one Syllable; nor do I
to this Day, knbw the Author of that Trea=
tife. But that I may fatrther convince you
how nice a Point I have to manage, I thall
infert a Letter that was fent mea Week

Haft, | _
; Q- D
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Dr. Turner,
I Am inform’d you are about to publifh fome

Accidents that bave happen’'d from the
taking Quickfilver ; if mine, as I am like-
wife told, bas reach’d your Ear, I beg you
either to fupprefs it whally, at leaft not fo to
Jet it down, as that I may thereby happen to
be expos'd, or injur’d in my Reputation, who
am not the firft Fool that has been dabling
therewith, nor like to be the laft. In hopes
that you will gratify my defire berein,

I remain, Sir,

Your humble Servant.

. Now, furely, fhould I tell the World,
that this Gentleman took about 18 Ounces
of crude Mercury for an imaginary Illnefs,
and got a real fore Mouth thereby, I nei-
ther expofe his Perfon nor hurt his Chara-
&er, were it never fo great, the rather,
becaufe he is not the only Perfon, as he
fays himfelf, by a great Number, who
have been fo ferv’d by it, nor will any
one find him out by this Defcription, wha
knew him not before, together with the
Accident that had befall’'n him. Another
more foolith and impertinent, carrying a
fort of Menace therewith, I fhall take no
further notice of, than to let the Perfon

who fent it know, fhould this come to his
2 ' Hand,
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Hand, that I pity his Ignorance, but de-
fpife his Malice. Meaning, I am fure, no
Harm to any one, but aiming at the gene-
ral Good of Mankind, I fear none from
the Refentments of thofe petulant Perfons, -
fome of whofe Cafes, though I have taken
Notice of, I have conceal’d their Perfons,
to avoid giving Offence ; although I think
it argues a great deal of ill Nature in thofe
who have it in their power to give Caution
to others, yet had rather they thould fall un-
der the like Misfortune with themfelves,
which fuch publick Warning might have
prevented. To proceed,

I was this Morning, Monday, April 30.
call’d on by Mr. Brooks, an Apothecary in
Hound|ditch, to vifit one Mrs. Fones, at a
Tallow Chandler’s, by the Work-Houfe, in
my own Neighbourhood of Bifhopfzate-
Street; {o foon as I enter’d the Chamber
I fmell’d the true Stench of a Salivation,
and coming to the Bed-fide, the Patient
driveling therein with her {pitting Poc
under her Cheek, which with her Lips
were much tumify’d or {well’d. Endeavour-
ing to infpe¢t the Infide of her Mouth I
found it very troublefome, and could on-
ly perceive a little way on each fide, the
Cheeks deeply flough’d with putrid Ulcers, .
as in the higheft Salivation rais’d by Un-
¢étion 5 the Tongue fring'd all round the
Edge with the fame, and {well'd fo much

Q 2 that
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that it was difficule, as well as painful to
her to pronounce her Words in fuch man-
ner as to be underftood. This Appearance
I found had been ufher’d in with the Dy-
fenteric mucous Dejections, and Tenefinus;
heaving to Vomit, and all the other pain-
ful Symptoms, creating oftentimes very
great Difquiet to the Patient, as well as
Trouble to the Phyfician or Surgeon, be-
fore the Advance of the Flux. She was
then got up to about two ij_arts in Twen-
ty four Hours; and like to hold it [/ fbe
did not fink, being exceeding faint and lan-
guid] through the longeft Stage of a Sali-
vation. Enquiring how much fhe had ta-
ken, and, for what Complaint? I was an-
{wer’d, about a Pound in all, after the
ufual Method recommended, for fome
{corbutick Ulcers on her Leg. I could on-
ly comfort her with an Expe&ation, that
fhe might very probably receive fome Ad-
vantage, though in a way altogether un-
expected ; and perfwaded her to be as ealy
&s fhe could, under a Remedy many People
daily fubmitted to; though fhe, I dare fay,
would have been one of the laft, had fhe
apprehended what fell out. I hope the
Advocates for taking Quickfilver will no
longer fay, that a very dangerous Flux can
never happen in this way, or that any
thing more than a fmall Heat in the
Mouth, (as one of them exprefieth himfel_f;)l
Wi
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will be ever produced thereby; let thofe
foolith People, who are thus daily throw-
ing it down their Throats, rafhly and in-
advertently, without any proper Advice,
upon all Occafions, let them, I fay, firft
make a Vifit to this poor Gentlewoman,
who thought as little of the Snake in the
Grafs as themielves, before they enter on
the Courfe : By which they may be enabled
at leaft to obviate the Surprize of, Who
would bhave thought 1t 2 And admit the
Accident thould not befal one in fifty, yet
as no Man can be affur’d he fhall not be
the unlucky Perfon [for as to his being
ftrong or weak it makes no difference] a
lictle better Advice than his own, in order
to prepare his Body, if other Circumftan-
ces or Conditions thereof fhall fayour the
fame, as well as his Complaints, may hap-
pen to be ef Service to him.

I was forced to a& here with the utm-:::ﬂ'
Caution, the Apothecary acquainting me
of fome Scouts, being out to get Intelli-
gence, and that he knew the grand Mufler
had been inform’d of the Accident: So that
the firt Week I was only a Looker on, for
had I direéted one Grain of Medicine, Ad-
vantage had been taken thereof, and they
might have faid we had given fomewhat
that had encreas’d the Symptoms; bur at
the Fortnight’s end finding the poor Wo-
man {inking, her Sicknefs and Retching

) 3 conti-
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continual, and fainting between whiles,
I order’d her Nurfe to throw up a Glyfter
of their own preparing, with a little Milk
and Sugar (fhe being very coftive) by way
of Revulfion downwards of the Humours;
and for the Relief of her Throat, where
{he was almoft {uffocated with her Phlegm,
a large Blifter between her Shoulders,
which diverted the Rheum confiderably by
the next Day. As to Cordials or Volatiles,
her Mouth was too tender to {uffer any,
not fo much as a little fimple Mint Water
made warm, or Wine mull’'d with half
Water. She wasall on Fire, fhe faid, and
raw, on the infide of her Stomach and
Bowels, as well as in her Mouth; and no-
thing gave her more Relief than a foft Mu-
filage of the Sen. Cydon. in Aq Horder cum
Syr. de Althea, a Spoonful of which, after
holding a little while in her Mouth, fhe
fwallowed leifurely, and frequently repeat-
ed it; thus we went on for a Week longer,
with lenient Glyfters, and now and then a
Draught, with two Ounces of Ay. Lo
Alex. half an Ounce of E/eff. Lenit. and as
much Syr. Viol. dire&ed in Englifb to the
 Nurfe; for I wrote not once to the Apo-
thecary all the Time of my Attendance,
for the Reafons I have already given you.
And I can fincerely declare to you, not-
withftanding a great Patron for Quickfil-
ver does aflure you in his Antidote, That

shefe
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thefe Sort of Salivations have always been
found very Jlight ones, of a few Days conti-
nuance only, that I never had a Patient of
my own falivated, either by Unétion, or
any Mercurial Preparation, or where I
have been call’d in by others, that more
narrowly efcap’d with Life *, '

T he following is a Letter from a Gen-
tleman of the Navy Office, fent to a Friend,
and by him communicated to me, The
Patient had been for a long Time fubjet
to throw up all his Nourifhment, not fo
much on Account of dywzefiz, or loathing
to Food, as from the duonenoiz, at leaft
fuch an unfeebled Tone of the Coats of
the Ventricle as would not fuffer his Ail-
ment to lie long enough for the Con-
coétion thereof. He had try’d many of
the common corroborative Stomachicks,
and had been at Bazh, in hopes of Relief
from thofe Waters; but thefe not availing
any more than his former Prefcriptions,
he enter’d on the Method he mentions in
his Letter, viz,

SIR,
IN compliance with your Requeft, I am to
acquaint you, That when I began to take
Ruickfilver (which was the 12th of Jan. laff)
and for a long Time preceding, I labour'd

* See the dntidote, p. 11,

Q_4 undar
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under Indigeflion, with confiant Uﬂfﬂfﬂqf
at my Stomach, [ubjeét to frequent Vomiting,
fometimes three or four Times, but oftner
Jeven or eight in the Space of twenty four
Hours. I continu’d taking the Quantity of
one Qunce every Morning for more than a
Month, before I found a [enfible Alteration,

my Stomach then beginning to have a reten-
tive Faculty for twa or three Days together.
I continued the [ame Quantity a Month lon-
gery whereby 1 found the Difpofition fill
~mended, the Retention then holding five or
Jix Days.. I then doubled the Quantity, ta-
king an Ounce Night and Marﬂmg, which I
dantinucd for fix Weeks more; in which
Time my nggﬁzaﬂ was much mf.rm’ed iy
Stomach continuing a good Dg@qﬁﬁan ﬁr
three Weeks together. I then abated of the
RQuantity, taking one Ounce only, and that
in the Morning, which I continued for about
Jourteen Days, then defs iied taking any more,
‘and now find my [elf in a pretty good ;Sfﬂff

of Health, though 1 muft confefs, I dare not

e fo fﬁ"ff as farmfr{v I ufed to be, confining
m} Jelf to Food light of ng@?zaﬁ ﬁ?za“m‘g‘l
if I eat any grofs Meats or bigh Sauces {to
which my Inclination is prompting] I ftill
Sfind an Uneafine/s attending; but bave ne
Reafon now to doubt, but that by Caution
and Forbearance am'y, the Tone of my Stg=
mach will become as _/frwzg as ever,

L
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P.S. This I fubmit fo your own Difcre-
tion, in making what ufe of it you thini pro=
per, and am,

Sir,
Nawy-Office, Your moft humble Ser vant,
12th of May, :
1733. H ¥

Were I to make any Comment on the
foregoing Cafe, it would be the following
Surmife, that whatever the Quickfilver
could here effect, muft be rather imputed
to the Pondys thereof, keeping down the
Fund of the Ventncle, and (as in the Mi-
ferere) reftraining the inverted periftaltic
Motion, than to any Property it can have
to fortify the Digeltion, or ftrengthen the
Tone thereof. This I am the rather in-
clinable to believe, from the Pratice of
a very hard D[’iﬂkﬂl’, who told me lately,
that he found norhing more eftetual in
eafing him of his Morning Retchings
[which were apt to tear him almoft to
pieces, as he expreft himfelf] than the
{wallowing, before they came upon him,
a {poonful of crude Mercury; for as to
mending the Appetite, though feveral have
told me it had {fomewhat blunted or taken
off the Edge, as they call’d it, yet few or
none of them, as I remember, that thought
themf{elves the better Trencher-Men for the
{ame,

B From
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From the foregoing Memoirs of Quick-
filver you may now draw, if you pleafe,
the following Inferences, in the Way of
Corollary.

Firft, That1 am doubtful, whether one
quarter Part of thofe that take it, are like
to be, or can be the better for it; Or in
plainer Terms, I queftion, whether in the
much greater part, it {lips not through the
Prime Vie without entering into, or mix-
ing with the Blood at all. ’Tis on that
Account I rais’d my Simile of thefe Parts
to the crooked Funiel, or its being taken in
by many Perfons at the Mouth, and after
lying in the Stomach, or derain’d fome
Time in the Pleats or Foldings, the Turn-
ings and Windings of the Guts, let out
again, unalter’d, at the Fundamcat. This
Suppofition I have founded upon near 5o
Memorandums, 17 [exclufive of Dr.Packe’s]
have been Aftbmaticks, of which, all who
bave receiv'd Benefir, about [4 or 5] I
have here enter’d, with the unhappy Symp-
toms attending fome even of thefe; the reft
have folemnly protefted the Remedy [zb0’
I think it was not fuch to them] had done
them neither good nor harm. I have fe-
ven Venereal Patients, not one of which
would own, nor had they any Reafon, as I
could find, that they were either better or
worfe for it, alledging the fame Reafon,
“its Entrance above and {lipping out below,
| with-
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without calling in by the way. I have
about the fame Number with Sores and
Ulcers of divers Sorts, two of which it fa-
livated, one it cur’d without acting only the
part of an Alterative ; I mean the Efquire:
being attended with no fenfible Evacu-
ation; on the others it made no Impref-
fion either good or bad. The Remainder of
thefe 5o, have been for Complaints in the
Stomach and Bowels, Indigeftion, Cho-
licks, Warms, but of the Brain furely,
rather than the Belly; one of thefe laft
made heavy Complaints to me, that the
Quickfilver was got up thither, and had
weaken’d his Sight. How far this poor
Man may be right in his Conjeture, muft
be left to Time: I order’d him a Purge, a
Blifter for his Neck, and fome Gum Pills,
with Camphor and Volatile Salts ; but have
heard nothing of him fince. I fhall have
no Reafon to enter farther into a Derail,
fince 'you may conclude, what I have not
inferted, or pointed at among the Cafes,
whatever their Complaints were, have been
neither better nor worfe for taking of it,
Secondly, You may infer, that I am a-
like doubtful, Whether the Quickfilver,
whilft it lies in the Stomach, communi-
cates any Virtue to the Chile? I mean,
any of thole fine Volatile balfamic Parti-
cles fome Gentlemen talk of; becaufe,
were it {o, there could be none, furely,
whe
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who take it for any confiderable Time,
but what muft find Advantage thereby,
even upon the Suppofition, that the Glo-
bules never enter’d the Laéteals, or got in-
to the Blood. We have many Hundreds,
for ought I know, of late, who are never
without Mercury in their Stomachs, for
many Months together, and yet, how {mall
is the Number of thofe, who can tell you
truly, after leaving it off, that they have
received any the leaft Advantage from i,
either in the Way of any Evacuation, or
fimply as an Alterative, an Edulcorant, or
Abforbent 2 And thofe wha have, may,
very likely, gain that Advantage by the
deobftruent Force of {fome {ubftantial Par-
ticles admicted 1nto the Veflels, as well as
from thefe fuppofed Volatile balfamic
ones, mixed with the Chylous Fuice.

T hirdly, You will find thefe Doubts ftill
farcther encreafed by the very great Uncer-
tainty of the Effets it produceth, in this
way of taking it, 7. e. whether it thall do
good or harm? Whether good only, or
with fome Imury otherwife over-balancing
that good ? Whether in Expecation of this
good, it may not hurt the Patient, without
doing him any good at all? Or finally,
whether it may do neither good nor harm ?

I have met with Inftances of each of
thefe ; if it be objeéted, that fome of them
are not abfolutely conclufive, I can only

| an{wer,
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aniwer, that I have propos’d none of them
as {fuch. You fee that I enter them as my
own Doubts, and leave others to declare
their Sentiments. My Bufinefs is only
to ftate the Facts, as they have prefent-
ed, and leave them to publick Cenfure,
without delivering any Thing relating to
them in a way dogmatical. 1 nevér intend-
ed this for more than an Effay, and to ap-
prize People, who run at all Adventures
upon the taking of Quickfilver, what has
been the Confequence. As it is manifeft
that {fome have receiv’d Benefit, particu-
larly the Aftbmatick, without any percep-
tible Inconvenience, {o it is as indifputable,
that many others have receiv’d none; and
what is worfe, that fome have been really
injur’d by the fame; whence, I mean the
great Uncertainty of the Iffue, you may
infer, |
Fourtbly and Laftly, That I cannot think
it proper, as a very fanguine Gentleman
advifeth, to be admitted into Medical Pre-
fcription; neither yet, that it fthould be
taken thus rafhly by all Sorts of People,
running now upon it, without confulting
the Phyfician, who, though he writes it
not in Form, may, after duly weighing
all Circumfitances, either favour the En-
terprizing thereof, or difcountenance the
fame, at leaft fetting Confequences be-
fore the Patient, leave him to his Option;
and
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and if nothing falls out amifs, the worft
that can be faid of him will be this; that
he was over timorous. If any Accident
fhould happen, it will be then own’d, that
he behav’d as a very prudent and a verﬂ
honet Man; and were the Odds muc]

greater than they are againft fuch Acci-
dents fo falling out, yet fince it is in no
Man’s Power to prevent it at all Times,
a judicious Man will fo far guard againft
the fame, as letting his Patient underftand
what has happen’d, does amount to.

I have heard there are People weak
enough to imagine, that Phyficians will
rather difcountenance this Pratice, for
fear their Fees fhould fall fhort by {o eafy
a Cure. Thefe have taken up the fame
Opinion of us, as of the moft Mercenary
Quacks ; not confidering, that it is the
greateft Honour to a Phyfician, and the
greateft Credit to the Art, to make his Pa-
tient as few Vifits as poffibly he can, and
to difmifs himfelf, would the Cafe allow,
even after a fingle Fee. 'This, I fay, is the
greateft Honour to Phyfick, and the greac-
eft Encouragement alfo for People, even
in the lower Rank, to call early for his
Help. This, Sir, I have often publickly
declar’d not only to you, burt to all Apo-
thecaries of my Acquaintance; and if I
difoblige, ’tis fometimes that way, viz.
by difmifling my felf earlier than was ex-

pected;
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pe&ted ; which I the rather take up with,
than to have it faid I had faften’d on them
like a Leech, or made them Vifits they
might think there was no Occafion for;
which I hint only by the way, to wipe off
that pitiful Refletion, caft upon us by
fome ftrenuous Advocates for the bringing
this Remedy into common Praéice, of
whofe dubious Iflue, or uncertain Effe@s,
no Man can acquaint himfelf before hand,
let his Judgment be as great as may be,
If the Phyfician had prefcrib’d Quickfilver
for Efquire Grofvenor, in order to the
Cure of his {fwell’d, ulcerated Legs, and
had warranted him a fafe and eafy Cure
thereby, as it fell our, he would, undoubt-
edly, have had the Efteem of a Man of
great Forefight, of great Judgment and
Skill in his Profeflion; and yet, had the
fame Phyfician prefcrib’d this Remedy for
the poor Gentlewoman in my Neighbour-
hood, now under a moft painful Saliva-
tion, whofe Cafe gave as promifing En-
couragement, he muft have expected no
better than the Name of a Prefender to
Phyfick, or that of a very ignorant Man in
his Profeffion.

There are two Propofitions laid down
by the Mercurialifis, which, I think, are
not folidly founded, nor agreeable to Truth;
the one is, that Mercury, whilft it retains
its {pherical Figure, can do no Mifchief,

how
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how long foever happening to be {6 te-
tain'd in the Body. If the Gentlemed
mean any corrofive Property, whilft under
that Figure, we agree ; but if they fay, it
cannot hurt by encreafing the Momentum
of the Blood, or by its own Pondus, that it
will never force the tender Vefiels of fome
weak and broken Conftitutions; I am not
fo well fatisfy’d herein ; being convinc’d
by Experience, that fome large Effufions
of Blood, breaking by thefe Means out of
their Channels, have been occafion’d ; and
for this Caufe I would advife all thofe who
have a Regard to their Health, not to
meddle with this Remedy under feverith
Effervefcencies of the Blood, or where
there is great Heat, and an over bearing
Pulfe ; no Hectical, Hemoptoical, Dy-
fenterical, or others leaning to fuch Ha-
bits, or liable to thofe Symptoms, ought
to meddle therewith ; none fubjet to great
Profufion of the Menfes, bleeding at the
Nofe, or by any other part of the Body;
in fhort, in no inflammatory Diforder;
whether on the Membranes, or Subftance
of the Vifcera, neither in any Plethorick
Habits, or where there is a too great Ful-
nefs of the Veflels; efpecially without fuit-
able preceding Evacuation, or Depletion
thereof; This Remedy being beft fitted for
thofe whofe Fibres are tenfe and ftrong, who

have found Vifcera and {ound Vafz alfo ; for
X thefe;
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thefe, if any Accident thould happen, aré
better able to ftand the Shock, than the
crafy Conftitutions of Dram-drinkers, and
Debauchees, either with Wine or Wo-
men. _

The other 1s this, that the Reafon why
the Quickfilver lofes this Figure, as in
Salivations for the Venereal Difeafe, 1s, that
meeting with the poifonous Salcs thereof,
and incapable of difengaging themfelves,
they are carry’d together with the Lympha-
tick Liguor, in which they float, to the
Glandules of the Fauces, whofe Dults they
burft open, and difchdfge themfelves in a
Rivulet of the Salival fuice; as if this
Flux we call a Salivation had never hap-
pen’d to any unlefs Venereal Patients, or
that no other Salts but thefe could.combine
and aflociate with the Particles of Mercury
in fuch a Manner as to diveft them of their
globular Figure, and produce this Collis
quation in the glandulous Liquor. Let them
fingle out the beft temper’d Conftitution
they can find, one, who they may be fure
never had the Veérereal Difeafe, and rub in
the fame Quantity of the Quickfilver
as is ufual therein, they fhall find the
fame Diforder raifed in the Blood, the like
Gripings in the Bowels oftentimes; or
taking more readily with the Lymph to the
Salival Glands, the fame putrid Stench

and Ulceration of the Parts of the Mouth,
R the
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the like Stream of Sa/iva, and as long con=
tinued, as if the Perfon had been infected
with the foul Difeafe; a plain Evidence
that Quickfilver, as well crude as pre-
par’d, will find Salts of one kind or other
in all Habits of Body, to change its Tex-
ture, and produce this Appearance at
fome Times.

I have been credibly inform’d of a Child
abfolutely fuffocated this way, by the wear-
ing a Quickfilver Girdle for the Itch. And
have feen as plentiful a Salivation in a
grown Perfon, upon the fame Experi-
ment, as ever I rais'd my felf defignedly by
the Unétion. Here there is no other Sub-
terfuge for thefe Gentlemen, than to fur-
mize, that the Poifon of the Diftemper, -
or the itchy Salts lay hold of the Mercu-
rial Globules, and break their Texture; or
that Dr. D r’s Vermiculi {urrounding
them, are together carry’d up to the
Mouth, where they make ftrange Havock,
by preying upon the Gums, the Cheeks,
Tongue, e, fetting the Sluices open.
But enough upon this Head of the Sa/i-
Vation. R

This being the true State of the Cafe,
no wonder Phyficians thould be a little thy
in taking this Remedy into common Pra-
tice, .or prefcribing the fame after the
Manner of fome others, in whofe Vertues
and Operatiops they have more Satisfa-

tion,
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&ion. You ice they cannot be cértain,
Firft, That it does at all Times get intd
the Blood ; nor, Secondly, That it makes
any Alteration in the Chile, whilft lying
in the Stomach, when at thefe Times
it is prefcribed to no purpofe. Thirdly,
Should it pafs the Laéfeals, and mix wich
the Blood in the {maller or greater Quan-
tity, they atre not certain but that in ten-
der Habits, and an dver lax State of the
Veflels, as well as {fome others we have
juft now obferv’d, it may not do more hure
thah good, even from its own Momentun,
without changing of its Texture. And,
Lajtly, Though fuch Accident does not
often fall out, no Man who direés it can
be abfolutely certain that it fhall not lick
up fome Salts, which may alter its Tex-
ture, and bring on a Pryalifinus. 1 hope
now the Gentleman who feems {o angry,
that Phyf(icians will not take the Remedy
into conftant practice, will be lefs free in
his Refle¢tions, and content himfelf in re-
commending it to all his Friends and Ac-
quaintance ; upon the Expeation they
may find the fame Advantage he has reap’d
from it. If they fucceed he will be fure to
have their Thanks; if not, his Character
is not hurt, he meant well, and that’s fuf-
ficient; or, if his diffident Friends defire
farther Counfel than he feems qualify’d
to give them, there is no Phyfician un-
K 4 willing
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williig to encourage the Trial, if he finds
not any manifeft Contraindicants to the
Experiment, whether in the Narture of the
Difeafe, or his Temperament of Body ; or
if his Affiftance thould be wanted, from
?llly unexpeted Accident, that will deny it

im.

Thus, Sir, You have my Thoughts,
with what Obfervations I have been able
to colle&t, in refpe@ to our prefent Sub-
ject. I fhall be glad, if they may afford
any Hints for carrying on the Hiftory to a
more publick Advantage ; but really, when
1 reflect upon the Difficulty of treading an
uncommon Path, one, which if ever plain,
has been obfcur’d, and loft in a manner
by length of Time: As I have given over
the Purfuit my felf, fo neither can I en-
courage any Gentleman to fet upon the
undertaking it a-new, till he finds Pra-
(titioners more ready to communicate
their Obfervations, and Patierits lefs thy of
their Names being publifh’d; efpecially af-
ter Difappointments. You fee how I have
been ufed by fome of both Sorts. I have
been promis’d Cafes of the greateft Impor-
tance, in giving Light to this Hiitory,
faithfully drawn up: 1 have been aflur’d
by the Phyfician, that there was all ima-
ginable Reafon to impute the Death of
fome, and the greateft Hazard of Life un-
dergone by others, from the taking of this

Remc—:
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Remedy, befides what I have feen my felf;
but neither the Phyficians feem willing to
have their Names mention’d; nor have
fome Apothecaries been mindful to per-
form their Promife, for fear, I think, they
thould difoblige the Friends and Relations of
the deceas’d, or the Perfons themfelves who
have efcap’d the Danger of a rath Experi-
ment, they may not care fthould be known
abroad. When 1 afkd a certain Gentle-
man for leave to fet his Name to a Rela-
tion he had made in publick, for oughtl
know, twenty’ Times over, he thought
there was no Qccafion, and defir'd I would
not : The Cafe, he f{aid [meaning one of the
antient Phyfician’s Cures] carry’d along
with it a Self-confutation, and no Perfon
of Senfe would take it for any other than
a Romance. As to the Patients themfelves,
you fee how I have been ferv’d by fome of
them : One importunes me not to men-
tion either his Name or his Cafe; another
threatens, I fhall fare the worfe for it if I
do; fo very fearful, and, I think, I may
fay, fo very foolith alfo, have fome been,
that after they have publickly told their
Acquaintance, they thought they had kill’d
themfelves from taking Quickfilver, by a
Dyfentery or Bloody Flux enfuing: Upon
my coming to inform my felf they have
{trangely prevamcated and {o foon as they
apprehended I fhould make a publick Ufe

R 3 of
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of the Cafe, they have fhuffled, and made
light of ig, nor would they for five Hun-
dzed Pounds have their Names in print;
though pofiibly not worth a fifth Part of
the Sum. One Perfon particularly, whofe
Name with great Regret, I own, I now
conceal, as deferving to be ‘expos d either
for Knave or Fool; among Perfons of
the greateft Prﬂbity, and the ftricteft Ve-
racity, tells his Story, how, aftf:r taking
Quickfilver, he had voided much Blood
by Urine. Being minded to have a true
State of the Cafe, I fenr an Apothecary of
my Acquaintance to wait upon him at his
Hﬁufe, the Man, doubtlefs, under the
fame Jealoufy w1th the ﬁ}regmng, not on-
Iy makes light of ir, but abfolutely denies
his own former Relatmn and tells my
Friend, he had been troubled with piffing
of Blcrr::-d formerly ; nay, that he had ra-
ther voided lefs Blood ﬁnce he took the
Quickfilver, fo that there was no need for
People to trouble themfelves about him or
Bis Malady.

About a Week paft I had Word brought
me, that a Gentlewoman out of the City,
was remov’d very privately to Newington
Buts, by the Advice of a Phyfician, who
had erther order’d Quickfilver, or approv’d
of its being taken for an Afbhmatick Illnels;
upon which fhe was grown dark of one
E}’ :-.md prcjudlced fumewhat as to the

Sight
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Sight of the other. I fent a Meflenger
thither, to fee what might have given
Occafion to the Story, but have not yet
been able to inform my felf of the Cafe;
my Friend could learn nothing of the
Matter. No better Succefs have I met
with my felf in fome of thefe Enquiries,
though I am fure I thould have been much
better pleas’d to have heard of any one who
had recover’d their loft Sight thereby, as I
have of one who hath frmtleﬂ}r try’d it on
that Occafion. At one Place where I was
enquiring, after they knew my Bufinefs, 1
was fent abourt it with a thort Anfwer, of,
Sir, Here's no body wants to be made Books
and Ballads of. Which induces me fome-
times to believe, that others concern’d,
have been with them before hand, to per-
{wade them not to let any one know of
their Misfortunes, if they can avoid it. In
thort, Sir, Whoever is minded to ferve his
Neighbours this way, let him fet out with
never {o innocent a Defign, muft expet to
meet with the fame Treatment as the low
Life Biographer at Newgate, who endea-
vours to extort from thofe poor Wretches,
under Condemnation, their Births and Pa-
rentage, with all the thievith Pranks they
have play’d from the taking up the Trade,
till he takes leave of them at the Gallows.
Some of them will confefs, but others will
not, 1 am fure the Enquiry on qur Side

R 4 is
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is of great Ufe to the Publick, but on his,
of no other than to turn the Penny for
l:he Parfon. 1 never heard of any Villain
reform’d by reading of the Life and Pa-
rentage, nor yet of the roguith Exploits
of fuch another as himfelf, but rather fur-
mfhd perhaps, with fome new Inftructi-
ons, he had not otherwife thought of, to
perpetrate  the fame wicked A&mns
Whereas there are few People, who had
heard of fome dangerous Accident from
the taking Quickfilver, which was well
attefted by the Perfons themfelves who
had been the Sufferers, that would not be
deterr’d thereby or caution’d againft it.

But now, Sir, though I have been
foub’d and treated as 2 Spy by fome, re-
fus’d the Sight of others 1 wanted to talke
with upon EhlS Aftair, or rudely entertain’d
by them, when they knew my Bufinefs;
yet 1 have met with two or three Relati-
ons, which have afforded me not a lictle
Dw&rﬁnn the one of them I intend you
thall p artake of,

When I was about fending thefe Sheets
to the Prefs, two ordinary Women out of
Grays Inn Lane [they told me] came 1o
my Hﬂufe ; the one of them faid, her Mo-
ther was kill'd by takmg Qu_lckﬁlver and
that the had charg d her upon her Death-
bed, fhe thould forewarn all Perfons from
‘nsdlmg therewich. T thank’d her for her

Kmd-
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Kindnefs, in coming fo far to forewarn
me, but that the might have fpar’d that
trouble, for I believ’d I fhould never
meddle with it. Wanting to have a little
more Diverfion, and to know the Drift of
the Story, I afk’d what her Mother’s Di-
ftemper was, fhe faid, the ook it for an
Affema, and Pain in her Bowels. 1 then
enquir’d, what Bufinefs fthe follow’d, and
underftood fhe kept a Chandler’s Shop,
and fold a Dram, which fthe own’d (upon
a farther Enquiry) fhe was oblig’d to have
frequent Recourfe to for that Pain. I now
wanted to know what enfued the raking of
the Quickfilver, and how much fhe had
taken ; and was anfwer’d, after near two
Pounds in about a Fortnight’s Time, fhe fell
intoa faundice and Dropfy, her Affema grow-
ing worfe from the firft Day of her taking it,
till it had quice kill'd her. I now inform’d
her, that the muft be furely miftakep, for
that her Mother had kill’d her felf with Gin
rather than Quickfilver. There, fhe {aid, [
was out, for fhe drank none but the beft Rum
{he could lay her Hands on; and every body
knew that good Rum was a great Healer.
I could not forbear {miling, nor would
you, bhad you been with us; and once
more aflur’d her, it was the Dram, whe-
ther Rum or Gin, had done the Execurion.
This put my Cuftomer into a little Hear,
and fhe reply’d roundly, I would have it

fo,



250 H:ftorical Memoirs

{o, to with-hold the Reward. Pray, Mi-
ftrefs, fays I, What do you mean by this
Reward? Why, fays the, to tell you the
Truth, I was inform’d, there was a hand-
fome Reward for thofe who could inform
Dr. Turner, z Devonthire Square, of any
Perfon who bad been kill'd by taking Quick-
Sfilver, which my poor Mother was, as Jure
as I am alive; I will take my Oath of it, if
you require me. 1 bid her have a Care of
Oaths, for fhe might be perjur’d by fuch
an Oath. I enquir'd, however, how fhe
came by this Information of the Reward,
and fhe anfwer'd me, it was one that un-—
derftood the Law, and that would ftand
by her alfo. WhEHCE I plainly perceiv'd,
the filly Creature had been puc upon this
Vifit to me, by fome who had feen my
Advertifement, purely for Diverfion. You
muft eafily think it was fuch to me; and
now to get rid of her I took her up thort,
without convincing her to the contrary as
to the Reward, that the was entirely mif-
inform’d, for that the Reward was for
thofe who brought Word that their Lives
had been faved by taking Quickfilver, and
not thofe who had been kill’d thereby.
Upon which my Chap-Woman went away
grumblmg as one difappointed.

Do you judge now, what Encourage-
ment a Man has to profecute this En-
(;_LLHI‘}’P (how great or mean an Opi-

nion



of Quickfilver. 2§51
mon foever he may have of the Reme-
dy himfelf) for the Benefit of Mankind.
1 have purpofely wav’d the taking Notice
of thofe Cafes which have been very lately
publith’d on the fame Topick, that ic
might not be faid 1 had taken any Intelli-
gence, or borrow’d a Story, already deli-
verd in print, to furnith my own Account,
I acknowledge 1 have read the Treatife of
RQuickfilver, as well as the Antidote, both
which I fent you down. The Author
of the Treatife has behav'd, furely, like a
prudent Man, in cautioning the unwary
Multitude, how they run headlong, or with-
out proper Advice, upon a Remedy, which
may hurt as well as help them, The Ax-
tidote, like a rath Gentleman, flufh’d with
the Succefs of his own Recovery, or who
knows nothing more of the Matter, than
that the fame having done him and many
others good, he would therefare have all
People try it upon his bare Word, thart it
can hurt no body ; and, That the Danger
which bas been ajer:ed of taking it f:rud’f
[that is, in the Way he would rccummend
it] is not fupported éy Facéts, or by Reafon
and that in treating prom ﬁuauﬂy of Mercus
ry Crude, and its various Preparations, all
the evil Ca,?gﬁ’gum.-:ﬂ which often attend if
when prepar’d, are affigned to the Crude,
in order to alarm Peoples Fears, and deter
aoem Jrom this innocent and very @ff—mgmm

- Praitice,
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Praétice *. What Fa&s this Gentlemari
wants, or will allow, I know not. 1 fhoulad
think the Fa& of a Twenty Days Salivation,
enfuing the taking a Pound of crude Mer-
cury, after the Way he took it himfelf,
with the moft racking Symproms that ever
attended any churlifh Preparation of Mer-
cury, and worfe than ufually fall out from
the Unétion, the Tormina Ventris, the dire
Spafins on the Precordia, the Kapd yu@,
the perpetual Sicknefs and Heavings from the
Stomach, the returning Syncope and cold
Sweats. 1 might fay, almoft, every Thing,
unlefs Death ic felf, that fuch a Faét as
this, if there were no others, might be
fufficient to deter the People (bowever i#
alarm’d their Fears) from being over-hafty
in meddling therewith. This Fact will be
as {ufficiently artefted, as any Cure by
Quickfilver ever was; I might fay, in
fome Refpeéts, much better, for it may be
faid of fome of thefe, the Patient mighe
have found the fame Alteration, the Di-
{temper wearing off it felf (as many Times
happens) if the Remedy had not been ta-
ken; whereas here is a poor Gentlewoman
has her Life brought into the moft immi-
nent Danger, where no other Caufe than

the fame Remedy could have brought about
the Effeét. :

* See the Title Page of the Antidute,
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1 have feen likewife (as I told you before)
the Encomium of the Trinity Gentleman,
who fome Perfons give out, is the learned
Phyfician that hath publith’d Remarks
upon the Legacy, among which, ac the
clofe, ftands this following, wviz.

« From all the Do&or has laid down in
¢ his Treatife, it appears, that he perfeétly
¢ underftood the Diftempers that he treats
“ of; and where any of his Prefcriptions
“ may appear a lictle (be might have faid
“ furely a great deal) harfh, it is to be
“ fuppofed, as he declares, that the Dofes
« or the Practice muft be leflen’d to thofe
¢« People who have tender Conftitutions.
¢ On the whole, I efteem the Work to be
« founded on as good Principles as any of
<« the Kind yet publifhed.”

Whatever Learning, this Gentleman may
have fhown in thefe Remarks, his Judg-
ment in Phyfick will be certainly que-
ftion’d by all thofe who have any tolerable
Tafte for that Art. I rather think, if not
made by the Editor himfelf, they muft be
done by fome Novice whom he hath hired,
and thus dignified himfelf, and which have
been publith’d in the Way of Atonement
for his pyratical Copy, that has reduced
the five Shilling Legacy to a Book of two
Shillings Price, with Be//sf’s into the Bar-
gain.

Bur
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But is it not ftrange, Sir, that thefe Gen-
tlemen fhould carry on a Parallel between
Belloft's Method of giving Quickfilver, and
that of the antient Phyficians?

Bello/f's Dofe of Quickfilver in each Pilly
is, at the utmoft, fifteen Grains; the an-
tient Phyﬁcians four Hundred and eighty ;
the former is prepar’d by continual Tritu-
ration, with fome vifcid or tenacious Body,
till it is brought into the moft minute and
imperceptible Particles: The latter is fwal-
low’d down in the Aggregate or Mafs, and
ufually {lips out again, we have reafon to
believe, as it enter’d, without reaching the
Blood. Befides this, Belloff has mix’d a
Purgative with his Quickfilver, which
being bound up together by the faid Vifeid,
after a gradual Solution in the Stomach, is
along with the Chyle readily carried into
the Blood-Vefiels, and thenece to the whole
glandular Compages, whofe Obftru&ions
having open’d, it is convey’'d back again
with the offending Humours, out of the
Body ; and this without any Hazard or In-
convenience afterwards thereunto.

It is by this Pill, and not by the undi-
vided Mafs, that Bellsf’s Cures were all
perform’d; as you will find in the Relation
he has given us of them; and as any Per-
fon may experience in the like Cafes, that
will make Ufe of it, and encourage it (as

it ought to be) in many ftubborn chronical
Difeafes,
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Difeafes, efpecially Glandular, as well as
others, whether Scorbutick or Venereal.

There is this Difference, indeed, be-
tween Bellof and the ancient Phyfician,
that the former has endeavour’d to conceal
from the Publick a very good and ufeful
Remedy, which ought to be made known
to all the Sons of Art, and which, I hope,
will be henceforward no longer a Secret,
whilft the antient Phyfician, on the other
hand, has divulg’d one which he ought
not, at leaft without acquainting thofe,
who upon his Recommendation fhall think
proper to try it, with the great Uncertain-
ty of its Operation, as well as thofe Acci-
dents which have at fometimes attended
the Enterprifers thereof.

But why fhould People be fo fond of
taking the undivided Quickfilver, which
in that Form is fo prone to pafs through
them, re infeéta, or if entering the Blood, -
fo liable to injure them one way or other,
as well as help them, when that which is
divided, and thus mixed with a gentle Pur-
gative, is much more certain, and far more
{afe ; nor do I know any one Cafe, where
the undivided Quickfilver has been of any
Service, not even in the Aftbma it felf, in
which I fhould not prefer that which is
thus divided. I am fure I have often ex-
perienc’d, that two Drams of Quickfilver
shus diredted, has avail'd, when fome

Pounds
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Pounds of the fluid Mafs had been fwal-

fow’d to no purpofe. |
The Tridls, indeed, that I have chiefly
made therewith, I have already told you,
have been in Venereal Cafes, and Cutaneous
Eruptions ; where intending it racher as an
Alterative thin a Purgative, 1 add no
more of the latter than may juft keep the
Body open ; that is, I give it as the Sur-
geons frequently do their Calomelanos,
to lodge fometimes for Twenty four or
Forty eight Hours, and then purge off.
Nor am [ furpriz’d if it fometimes makes
the Gums a little tender, any more than
my Patient, beforehand acquainted with
what may happen; if fo, I lie bye for a
few Days, and give the Purgative by it
felf, when the Complaint goes oft without
Confinement ; although, as I hinted for-
merly, 1f I can prevail, or my Patient’s
Circumftances will admit, I encourage a
gentle Colliquation this way, by proceed-
ing with the mercurial Pill for a few Days
more [ for in this Method a Man bas it al-
ways i1 bis Power to ufe either the Bridle or
the Spur] that 1 may be yet more certain
of his Cure. |
This Pill, I told you, I prepare with
two Drams of the crude Mercury ground
with half a Dram of Terébinth, till ’tis
loft, then adding half a Dram of Pi/. Coch.
Min. of which I ufually make a Dozed
Pills,
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Pills, edich cbnwaining fifteen Graine. In
other Cafes where I aim gore at purging,
as in Qbffructions of the Glands, in cold,
phlegmatick, congefted Tumours, or the like,
I dire¢t three Drams of Quickiilver to be
ground with a Dram and half of Diagre=
dium in a marble Mortar; and after to be
reduced to a Confiftence with the Sy, d¢
Spina; adding two or three Drops of O/,
Macis, as a Corrector of the Diagredium ;
or which might do as well, to make up
with the Ba/fam Peru ; of this I give from,
a Scruple to half a Dram, once or twice a
Day; fecundum vires, @tates ac Modos ope-
rationts, for a fhorter or longer Continu~
ance, as 1 find Occafion: And if this is
not Belloff’s individual Pill, ic is abfolutely,
to all Intents and Purpofes, equivalent.
This way taken it is not fo likely to
affe the Mouth ; and though a Fluid lefs
vifcid than the Terebinth makes the Work
eafier to the Peftle; or the Perfon who ma-
nages the fame, in the Reduétion of the
Globules into thofe fine Moleculz : Yet the
latter furely binds them fafter; and lets
them go more leifurely to be incorporated
with the Juices of the Stomach ; which
way of their Preparation may be render’d
ftill more facile by a few Drops of the O/
Amygd. inftill’d at the Time of working;
and the lefs of either of thefe adhefive or

temacious Bodies you can take it up with
S the
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the better ; for the lefs bulky, with equal
Virtue, will be your Pill.

But I forget, certainly, that I am ma=
king my Poflfcript as long as my Epijtle,
and therefore fball fubjoin only a few
Words to take off, or at leaft to leflen any
Perfon’s Refentment whatever againft the
preceding Difcourfe.

I have already publickly acknowledg’d,
that I have no other Views than the com-
mon Good and Benefit of Mankind in ge-
neral ; and if in purfuit thereof I happen
to differ in my Sentiments from {fome few,
I flatcter my felf, that I have the greateit
and beft Practitioners on my fide. I am
fure it is not Prejudice to Perfons that
makes me differ from them, for if your
felf, my good Friend, or any other in that
Number, thould advance a Notion in Phy- -
fick, by which any young Profeffor of our
Art may be led into any dangerous Practice,
or the People [fetting up for their own
Phyficians] tempted to try Experiments
hazardous to their Lives; I fhould think
1t my Duty, as you obferve to me, not on-
ly in private, but publickly to declare
againft it; and if the antient Phyfician
himf{elf thinks that I have not made good
my Charge againft fome Particularities in
his Practice, if not his whole Syftem, I
am always ready to fubmit to our Superi-
ors in the College, and will abide their

2 Cen-
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Cenfure, being as willing at all Times, and
as publickly alfo, to retract an Error I am
convinc’d of by a right Method of Reafon
and folid Argument, as I have been to
accufe.

Finally, If any Advocaté for Quickfilver
fhould be difpleas’d, that I have not faid
fo much as they expected, in regard to
the Recoveries wrought thereby ; the An-
fwer is ready, I have told them all I could,
I have conceal’d nothing from them thac I
knew or have heard of: If they wanted
more to be faid in its Commendation, they
thould have order’d their Friends to have
furnifh’d more Intelligence.

If, upon the whole, they find the Bias of
my Judgment to run counter to their own,
I have given my Reafons why it does fo,
and candidly imparted all I know, either
for or againft it, fo far as relates to Falts;
which whether or not fatisfactory rto Bi-
gots, Cavillers, or illiterate Contenders
for i, will, I hope, excufe me with im-
partial Judges, and the more confiderate
Parc of Mankind: Let this happen as it
will, if any Perfon fhall think fit to raife
new Objections, they may ufe their Liberty,
I can aflure them for my own part, unlefs
fome other fhall re-aflume the Controver-
{y, they will have the whole Argument to

themf{elves, and may manage accordingly.
Farewel,

S 2 - The
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The fecond LETTER relating to Hukines
Cafe, coming too late for its proper Place,
is here inferted.

S IR,

" HE long Account of Hukins's Cafe,

& which I fent you laft Apri/ the 8th,
left him upon the Return of his Afthma
juft entring upon the Ufe of a Quickfilver
Pill. Iam now to inform you, according
to your Defire, That he afterwards grew
worfe; he loft his Stomach and Strength ;
his Breath became fo thick that he could
do none but very gentle Works, nor walk
any Diftance without much Fatigue; he
was fo uneafy a-nights, that he was obliged
to fit up often in his Bed, and was only
not fo bad as to be troubled with his {uffo-
cating Fits, or his hard Refpiration, which
I defcribed in the former part of his Cafe.
During this Diferder he bad taken but twe
Dofes of the Pills, viz. on the 8th and
1oth, each of which gave him three or
four Stools, and brought away, the firf
about two Ounces, the fecond about two
and a half of clear crude Mercury. On
the fourteenth he began to {pit pretty free.
ty; not a thick vifcid Phlegm, fuch as he
would fometimes difcharge when he was
very ill ; por a raw Rheum, like what ari-
fes from Mercury in a Salivation ; nor a
thin and fharp Saliva refembling thofe E:ri-l-
- tica
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tical Evacuations by the Mouth, which
we often fee, particularly in thofe hyfte-
rical Patients who are Scorbutick, but a
fmooth yellowith Matter, which he threw
off without much trouble. On the fix-
teenth he rook the Pills again, which car-
ried off about two Ounces more of the
clear Mercury, and in the Ev’ning, when
I faw him at Chart, he thought himfelf
much eafier, and was very well pleas’d
with the Expeéation of his farther Amend-
ment, which he entertain’d from his ha-
ving felt himfelf at Times this Day a liccld
Aguifh ; for about three Yéars ago, once
in Yanuary, and again at thé Michaelmas
following, he had found gréat Relief by
two or three Fits of an Ague. Upon this
I advifed him to keep Houfe and give
himfelf Reft, as well to be free from the
Pain that he puts himfelf to, even in fuch
little Works as he can do, as fo avoid the
Injuries of the Weather, which at prefent
is pretty changeable, and for thefe two
Days not a litcle ¢old, the Wind being at
N. E. By this medns (it being two Days
before the Full Moon) I hop’d heé might
have the Benefit of Nature’s Work without
Intérruption or Exaggeration; according-
ly, he had che chree Fﬂlkdwijﬂg Days a flight
but genuine Quotidian, beginning with
the Senfé of Cold, and fucceeded regular-
ly by the Shaking, Fever, and critical

S 3 Sweats.
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Sweats. On the twentieth, the Spitting
(which had encreafed to fqad Degree,
and become very well digefted) being now
abated, and grown white; and his Ague,
as he judg’d, being determin’d, he repeat-
cd the Pills, by whn:h he had three or four
eafy Stools, without any crude Mercury in
them, and his Breath was fenﬁbly amend-
ed; his Stomach return’d, his Breath grew
rcgular and the next Day when he took
another Dofe of his Pills, his Spitting
ceafed, and the Alteration was fo great,
that on the Mormw he ventur’d out to his
Work again, and did it with no great Un-
paﬁnefs On the twenty fifth he walk’d to
[ﬁard to meet me, whﬁn I found him as

[, and much in the fame Plight as be-
fure his Relapfe, when I took his Cafe at
Mr. Hooker’s. Froem this Time forward
his Health and Strength daily improved,
and he has taken his Pills every third or
fourth Mornmg and his crude Metcury
in the Ev’nings of the intermediate Da yS,
and has come ta me to A/bford on thf:
fixth, twelfth, and twenty fourth Days,
and fent to me a particular Meflage on the
twenty ninth ; at all which Times he was
gradually raifed into fo good a State of
Health, that he is almgcther in his former
Way of Life, both as to his Diet and his
Work; is chearful, ﬁrc}ng and active;

tnn&ant in his Labour, and does all his
Buﬁnch
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Bufinefs with Pleafure ; and he remarks,
that fince his laft Amendment he has noe
been, as ufually, much difturb’d by the
fharp North and Eaft Winds, which have
been Stationary this whole Month (except
a Day or two) and have been much more
fevere than is common at this Time of the
Year ; tedious to all, and injurious to moft
Valetudinarians, but moit of .all to the
Afthmatick.

Now, from the eighth of Apri/ to the
twenty ninth of May, he has taken twelve
or thirteen Dofes of the Quickfilver Pills;
they have always work’d in the fame quick
but gentle Manner, without Sicknefs, Gri-
ping, or wafte of Strength, The firfk
three Dofes brought away a confiderable
Quantity of the clear crude Mercury,
which had lodg’d in his Bowels many Days,
the latter none; but he would frequently
fee very fmall Particles of it in his com-
mon Steols, though never {o much at any
one 11me, as before, when it came fel-
domer. As to the crude Mercury, he has
taken that in his ufual Dofe only on thofe
Days when he omitted the Pills; and he is
now preparing to leave it off, by taking a
lefler Dofe every other Day, and purging
with the Pills once in eight, ten, or twelve
Days, according to the Rules given him
when he began with them.

S 4 The
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The Winds from April the feventh till
the ift of May have been very uncertain;
they were chiefly in the Weit and South,
but now and then they made a Shift f@rq
few Hours into the Norch and Eaft; on
the thirteenth and feventeenth in particu-
lar, which were ftormy Days, wich much
Thunder and Rain, they were South Weft
all Day long ; but-on the 18th (the Full
Mncm) they were fo variable, that they
were in all the four oppofite Quarters
within twenty Hours. After this they
kept fhifting, bur were more in the Norch
and Eaft than in the Weft and South till
May-Day ;5 then they fix’d in the North
and Norch Eaft, and have been fteady 1o
thefe and the intermediate Points to the:
thirtieth (the Time of 'my writing ) except
on the twentieth, ‘twenty firft, and part of
the twenty fecond, when they were South
and South Welt.

The Temper of ‘the Air has been con-
formable to the Winds, from April the
feventh to May-Day, wvery changeable;
fometimes clofe and ‘hot, ‘particularly on
the thirteenth and f&vemeamh which were
ﬂdrmy Diys; at other Times clear and
cold; 4and fometimes both hot and cold
in the fame Day. Buc through all the
former ‘Part of the Morth, and ‘even ‘be-
vond the Middle ‘of it, the Air has 'been
c-::ntmuall}f very cold and dry, and on the

- 1 twen-



of Quickfilver, 26%
twentieth, twenty firft, and part of the
twenty fecond, it was as hotand dry. In
this Month to the thirtieth (which finithes
my Account) there have been fcarce any
temperate Days; nor, indeed, many mo-
derate Hours in any Day ; but they have
been fo oppofite to one another, that feve-
ral Mornings, that have been cold, black,
frofty, and blafting, like the fevere Morn-
ings of March, have chang’d into a hot
mid-day Sun, like the Noons of Fuly, and
reverted again into cloudy and cold Ev’n-
ings: Nay, fo contrary has the Seafon
been to itfelf, thar it has been the Manner
of the whole Month, that while it has
been roafting us with the intenfe Heat of
the Sun, it has been at the fame Time
freezing us with the fharp Cold of the
piercing Winds, infomuch, that to this
~very Time, Fires are fcarcely out of daily
ufe in the Parlor., During this Month the
Grafs and Garden Herbs, which in March
and the former part of April were very
forward, have been greatly check’d in
their Growth, the Fruic-Trees blafted, and
the Colds, that were fo epidemical in Fa-
nuary and February, have taken great
Numbers of People over again; and in
many Places, particularly in the Neigh-
bourhood of Afhford, Multitudes of Chil-
dren have been moft terribly tormented
with a violent and obftinate Whooping

Cough,
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Cough, which is fcarcely abated by vow
miting, purging, bliftering, and fuch Pe-
ttorals as we ufually give in that Cafe, bug
is at this very Time univerfal in fome Pla-
ces thereabouts, and has carried off feveral
Children.
Thus, Sir, at laft, we are come o {fuch
a Crifis as feems likely to give you no far-
ther Trouble about this Patient, except
the hot Seafon of ‘fuly (his other Time of
Trial) fhould make any Alteration worth
your Notice. If I have been too particu-
lar and tedious, I hope you will pleafe
kindly to impute it to my defire of being
fufficiently plain, and of fetting in a true
and full Light, a Cafe, which at leaft I
think of Confequence, and which, I per-
ceive, you defign for the Publick; a Cafe
which has been in its Neighbourhood moft
notorious as to Its D{‘:grtﬁ, and uncommon
as to the Method of Cure, I will trouble
you, Sir, with no Commpnts of mine up=
on this Difeafe, nor its Remedy; I will
only take the Freedom to obferve, that
my Ufe of crude Mercury in any way, muft
at prefent be efteem’d rather as an Effay,
than a fettled regular Practice; but as I
have met with fome Inftances nf very gond
Succefs, and as yet with none that may in-
cline me to think, that this is a lefs fafe
than Numbers of othcr -eflicacious Medi-
cines to be found ip the daily Prefcrip-
tions
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tions of the moft human and judicious
Phyficians; I am willing, at leaft, to hope,
that a new Field is open’d in Medicine,
wherein we may a& with freth Vigour,
and learn to be lefs defperate in our Pro-
gnofticks about the Event of pugrid Scur-
vies, Scrophula’s, Leprofies, Lues Venerea,
Cancers, and fuch like Herculean Diftem-
pers ; and may attain to a more fure, fafe,
and eafy Method of opening the moft re-
mote Obftructions of the Glands, correét-
ing the greateft Acidicies of the Humours,
and mainraining cheir natural Perfpiration
through the Skin, than hitherto we have
known; for I apprehend, that by the Ufe
of Quickfilver, given fometimes crude in
its own pure Body, fometimes artificially
divided into the {malleft Particles, and
bleuded with a juft Proportion of proper
Evacuants that may determine its Opera-
tion to any particular Paflage, and at other
Times combin’d into a mixt Courfe, par-
taking in different Degrees of both Forms,
we may diverfify, and effeCtually accom-
modate this Medicine to a great Variety of
Cafes, which we, at prefent, call incura-
ble. But this, Sir, I prefume not to fay
dogmatically, but rather leave it as a Pro-
blem, to the Confideration of thofe truly
ufeful Philofophers, who, not content to
reft themfelves in the imaginary, or fu-
perftitious Virtues of Drugs, judicioufly

ftudy
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ftudy the genuine, mechanical Operations
of Medicines upon this nice Syftem of
claftick Fibres, fine Canals, and circula-
ting Humours, of which our Bodies are
compounded. -

But I forbear to trefpafs any longeér up-
on your Patience, and with due Refpects
fubfcribe my felf,

S IR,
Canterbuyy, - Your Friend and
Fone 3, _
1733. Servant, to command,

C. Packe.

Having heard that there was fomewhat
very remarkable difcover’d upon the open-
ing the Corps of Mr. Booth, in relation
to the Quickfilver that Gentleman had ta-
ken juft before; I fent to Mr. Small the
Surgeon, who diffeted the Body, to de-
fire he would draw me up the Cafe in
Writing. In a few Days after which,
happening in Confultation with our Pre-
fident, Sir Hans Slan, who was alfo pre-
fent, and had been call’d in two Days
before his Death, he told me, that Mr.
Small was drawing up the Cafe, and that
I might very fuddenly expe& it, which I
received in a Letter enclos’d, May 31 as
follows,

The
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The CASE of Mr. Booru, the famous

Tragedian.

SIR, _ .

HE abfolute Neceflity of attending

fome Bufinefs in Town, and the ad-
jacent Villages, has prevented my tranf=
mitting to you fooner, what was obferv’d
in the Opening of the Body of the late
Mr. Bosth; and what Quantity, (@s you
defire to be inform’'d) of crude Mercury
he had taken, by Dr. De—r’s Advice ;
with the particular Circomftances that
attended it, which I have now procur'd
you, from Mrs, Booth’s Relation, viz,

May 3. Mr. Booth being apprehenfive
of a Return of an Intermitiing Fever,
which about ten or twelve Days before
had left him by the Ufe of the Corfex,
he was refolv'd, after reading Dr, D—r’s
Book of Crude Mercury, and fearing the
Return of his Fever, to take the Doctor’s
Advice: He accordingly feat for him, and
from the Encouragement he gave him,
That it would not only prevent the Return
of bis Fever, but effectually cure bim of all
bis Complaints.

On the Day following he began the
Mercyrial Courfe, as direGted, and fo
punéually fellew’d thefe Riretions, thac

he
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he had taken within two Ounces, two
Pounds weight by Tuefday May the
Eighth, at which Time he began to
complain of a very great Pain on the
forepart of his Head, and as great in his
Bowels alfo, with a univerfal Uneafinefs
of his Body, infomuch that he could not
remain one Moment in the fame Po-
Rure.

This continued till the next Day, when
he ftill hoped his Mercurial Courfe would
anfwer the promifed Effe®s; but his
Lady apprehending the ill Confequences;
fent away for Sir Hans Slan, who, for
the Relief of his Head, order’d nine
Ounces of Blood to be drawn from the
Fugular. Plaifters alfo pro Plantis Pe-
dum, ex Emp. Cephal. cum BEuphorbio,
Having had no Paflage, the following
purging Draughe,

% Pil. Ruff. 3 fs. Ag. Laft. Alex. % iii.
m. f. potio quam primum [umenda &
repetatur vj* quaque bora donec Alvus

Joluta fuerit.

This proving ineffeGtual, the following
Glyfter, '

B Decoit. com. pro Glyf. % x. Eleil. Le-
nit. 3 i. Syr.de Spin. Cerv. 31 m. f.
Enema injiciendum lhora fexta Ve-

Jpertina



of Quickfilver. 271
Jpertina fi Alvus mon fuerit prius
Joluta. | |

In the Evening, finding him faint and
difpirited, this cordial Mixture was pre-
fcrib’d for him, (/cil.)

B Ag. Laét. Alex. Menth. i 5 iv. Conf,
Raleigh 3i. Alkerm. { 0. 3iL Ay,
Stephan. % ii. Syr. Caryoph. 3 1it. Spir.
Lavend. C. 3 1i. M. Capiat. Cockl. W.
Statim & 1n languoribus repetatur,

Pergat in Ufic ultimo prefcript.
Maii, 9° 1733. for Mr. Booth, 1. 8

The next Day, the Head-ach till con-
tinuing, an Epi/paftick was laid all over the
Scalp, and this Emulfion prefcribed to ob-
viate a Strangury, v:z.

B Amynd. dul. Decol. N°. xii. fem. 4 fr.
Maj. 3 {s. Contufis affunde Decol?. Hord.
1. & f. Emulfio cui adde Syr. de
Althea 1. & bibat bujus copiofe &
frequenter.

- Maii x° 1733. for Mr. Booth, H. 8§.

_In the Evening, his Coftivenefs ftill con-
tnuing, and the Symptoms encreafing,
the following, which were the laft.

Be
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& Lall. Vacim rec. 3 x. Tere& Ven. 3 iil.
Ol. Chamomel % ii. Syr. de Spm. Cerv.
% ifs. m, f. Enema injiciendum quam
primum,

& OL Amygd. Dul, Sy, Viol. Elect. Lea
ntt. 3 ?1& Sor. SH{MB 3 il Sper. Cet:
3i. Sacch. cand. q.1. m.f. Lindlus
Caprat. Gochl. 1™. 5“ quag; bora fupet
bibendo Hayft. Emulf. preforipte.

B Spir. Lavend. Sal. Vol. OI. 3 iii, m.
capiat. gut. XXx. cum quevis potulento.

Maii x° 1733. for Mr. Booth, H. §.
Te was on this Day that M. Boorh died.

Mrs. Booth fays, he made no new Coms=
plaints till May the Eighth, nor had he
voided any of thE Mercury before that
Day.

The Method of looking out for which;
was by dilucting the Excrements in the
Bed-pan he madt: ufe of, with fuch Quan-
tity of Water that the Feces run out at the
hollow of the Handle, whilft the Mercury
fubfided to the Bottom of the Pan; the
whole Quantity of which thus colletted,
with what adher’d to the Pan, was judg’d
to be about half a Pound weight. i

18

I —————
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His Body was open’d in the Prefanc;;- of
S;r Hans Slpan.

His Liver was in very gaod Ordar
neither hard nor livid, but fomewhat
larger than ufual.

The Gall Bladder fix Times bigger than

what is cammonly obferved, and filled
with Bile.

In the Duétus Choledochus was found a
Gall Stone of the Size and Shape of 4
Horfe Bean, which had fo entirely ftopt
the Bile from pafling into the Drmdf@rm
that not the leaft Appearance *thereof
could be obferved in the whole Tran‘:’i: of
the Inteflines.

There .were five fmaller Gall Stones
found in the Vefica Fellis.

ande;vam d wo divide the Mﬂﬂf and
tie it, buc it was fo rotten that it broke
_between my . Fmgers like Tm;,.{;r, and
fent forth a ,n;c-ﬁ qifen{ivc cadaverous
Stench.

The;Rﬂﬂz;m with the other Iﬂteﬁmcs, '
were ript_up ‘with a Pair of Sciffars, in
‘which' was -found very little Exctf;mmt '
but the whole Trat on the | infide,
,_l;nd with Crade Mfrmr_y dnuf:led \
‘Globules, about r.,l;le: Blgnefs of PJqs
Heads.

The Infide of the Intq;ﬂi,l;les was Dot
laz’d ever with the Mf:rcmy, as _you
]giad bgen. tq:j.d for they were as blaak as

T your
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_your Hat, and fo rotten, that they would

. not endure the leaft ftraining. wuhnut
| .bn:akmg in pieces.

I am, Si7,
ﬁf;ﬂﬂﬂdfﬂgh With the greateft Refpeét,
ay 31,
113 3. Your moft bumble Servant,

Alex. Small.

N. B. There was no Fault in any Part

of his Body but what is here men-
tion’d.

POSTSCRIEP L

Mr. Booth had labour’d many Years un-
der an obftinate Jaundice, for which he
~ had ineffeCtually rufecutcd many Courfes
of Medicine, ancF had, by the Advice of
his Phyfician, been falwatcd for the Space
of a Month, in each Day of which he
{pit at the leaft three Pints, oftner two
Quarts, but with no good Effect.

The laft Remedy, before this fatal Ill-
nefs, he took, was Rbubarb, of which
he chew’d each Day, for near the Space
of two Years, at leaft three Drams; the
Effe of which was, that he purged
Eighteen, fometimes Twc'lty Times, in
cvcry Twenty four Hours, without being

any
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- any Ways difpirited thereby; by which

Method the Jaundice entirely vanifh’d,
and he recover’d his Strength and Flefh,
growing Fat, and remaining in this hope-
ful Way till about a Month before he died,
then he relaps’d into his Jaundice, attend-
ed with an intermitting Fever, the laft of
which he recover’d from by the Ufe of the
Cortex, as has been hinted before,

FoloN: TS




B L A )
] LT '
Ay '- ¥

BOOKS pﬁfﬁﬁd’ﬁ?{aﬂﬂl CLAﬁﬁEi at
tbe Bible under the Royal Exchange.

Second Edition, 8vo.
Art of Surgery, 2 Vol. Svo.
e, o e Siphiy lis. %Guf‘th Edition.
s e mmenes - Difcotarfe of Gleets,
bt = e Dif€afes of the Skin., Fourth

1Edition.

| e e e Appendix to his Art of Sur-

- gery. _

B - Anfwer to Dr. Blundell.

- —o— Edition of Hutton de morbo Gal-
lico. Englifb.

Compendium Anatomicum ea omnia comple-
¢tens quae ,ad cognitam Humani Corporis
Oeconomiam {pectant. Cui, quo clarus elu-
cefcat, quanti fit Anotomia in Medicind tam
Diagnnﬂ:ma & Prognoftici quam Practica,
adjiciuntur Prezlectiones Artem Obftetricari-
am Actiones Medicamentorum & Proximas
Mortis Caufas Anatomicis Principiis expo-
nentes, In Ufum Academiz Oxonienfis.
Conftruc¢tum a F. Nicholls e Coll. Exon. M. D.
Prel. Anat.Oxon. C.M.L.S. & F.R.S.

Dr. Cockbourn of the Nature, Caufe, and Cure
of Fluxes, 8vo.

Dr. Town’s Difeafes of the Eaft-Indies, 8vo.

Dr. Rabinfon’s new Theory of Phyfick and Dif-
eafes, 8vo,

Dr. Wainwright of Non-Naturals, 8vo. Fourth
Edition.

Dr. Keiil’s Anatomy, 12°. Seventh Edition.

Dr. Baglivi’s Practice of Phyfick englithed, 8vo.

Pharmacopeeia Londinen{is, Folio and Twelves.

- Ditto englifhed by Dr, Quincy. Se-

cond Edition, 8vo. |

DR Turner’s Dilcourfe -t:ﬁhcemmg Fevers.

A -






















