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OBSERVATIONS

ON

Dr. Fremd’s HisToORY
O F

Pl X & Jal00

b5y Octor  Fremd's principal Scheme

calatled in writing his Hiftory of Phyfick,
] N was, to mp;cﬁ:nt himfelf firft, and,
AR .g after him, Do&or Mead, as the
AWt only Phyficians at this Time, in
London efpecially: As for Hiftory, that is
made {ubfervient to the mention’d Defign 5 and,
indeed, that Part of the Performance is very
impetfet and fuperficial, he feeming equally
to contrive how to corrupt the Hiftory of
Phyfick, and to abufc Men by a corrupted
Hiftory. Did I propofe to examine the Book,
it might be made very manifeft, that he was
little acquainted with his Authors, and lefs in
what they excelled: His great Unhappinels is
moft commonly to propofc their Errors, or
their weakeft Performances, to our Imitation ;
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fo that the Miftake fhould not be great, if 1
afbrm’d, that his End feems to be a Banter on
the Ancient, as well as our own, Phyficians.
All thefe his Talents will fufficiently appear in
the following Examination of that Part of the
Book, which at prefent falls under our Con-
fideration. '

But that we mdy more eafily fall in
with his Method, we muft obferve, that the
Do&tor’s Partner is fiill under Convi&ion, ever
fince his Work about the Plague, and his Me-
thods of preventing its taking a fiep hither from
France; which deadly Shaft muft, in their
Opinion, be pull'd out of his gaull'd Side, be-
fore he can fet him up for an Author, or a
orcat Phyfician. On this Account we have
fhort Flings here and there about Kaye or Cai-
#s, whofe Ghoft we remember frightned
Mead, and told odd Stories about the Party.
Indecd honeft Carus, who was certainly a
orcater Phyfician than Linacre, is now in Difs
grace, and has no other Merit than his having
writ the Tomb.ftone Infcription of the laft;
notwithftanding of the Lafz Compliments on
him, on the commemoratory Speech of the
College. Whether the Hiftorian truly pro-
pofes to dignify his Partner is very doubtful,
and it's Time only can informus. At prefent
we are fure, that the Defence in the Hiftory is
fo weak, that we may charitably belicve his
Friend to be given up; fo that we may here-
after caft our Eyes upon one Hero only, even
when two are mention’d, All
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‘All this working would ftill fall {hort of
the Purpole, if two Things were left undone:
The firft, is, the Ruine of the Charaéters, and
Efteem, of all other their Contemporary Phy-
ficians; for they are {fo fenfible of their own
Merits, that the Charatter of the Aflociates
muft wither, if a Phyfician of common Know-
ledge, or of common Honefty, was {uppofed
to exift at the fame Time. For this End, the
World is defired to believe, that all other Phy-
ficians have fo abridg’d the Ar# of Phyfick, that,
in Oppofition to Hippocrates's fitlk Aphorifin,
it is become very fhort ; and as for the Ma-
teria Medica, that is reduced to a very narrow
Compafs ; a very concife Account of the
greateft Number of his Brethren. This Notion
is often imprefled upon his Readers, who hear
nothing in every Page, but infolent Exprefli-
ons to that Purpofe.

Our Author advifes thefe abufed Phyficians
to have recourfe to Empiricks who have a
Noftrum; though he foully mifreprefents thefe
Phyficians, as if they pretended to an univerfal
Medicine: By this laft Stroke fome of the
beft Phyficians are comprehended.  But if any
Phyfician cannot be comprized in thefe two
Clafles, the Book every where abounds with
odious Characters, and Pitures of Men, which
are privately explained by the Creatures of the
Party, or are left to be fitted to as many Phy-

B 2 ficians
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ficians as the Invention of the moft {candalous
can apply at Difcretion.

This is the Treatment of Phyficians by the
Men of pretended Virtue, Knowledge, and
Religion: Yet, there is ftill fomething wanted
to render their Method of Calumny fuccefsful,
and that is, the Credulity of the People; for
what could Volumes of Scandal produce, if
Men did not believe } So that the Opinion
thofe Gentlemen have of Mankind is fully as ill
as that they have given of Phyficians : For, if
Men arc fo weak asto belicve, and {o willing
as to receive, the greate(t Calumnics; furely
all Senfe, and good Nature, muft firft be {up-
pofed to have forfaken them 5 which is the
worft Thing, I think, can be faid of the moft
degencrated Part of Humane Kind; yet, with-
out this Suppofition, they could not have the
Affurance to publifh this Hiftory. What Opi-
nion the Hiftorian has of Men, may be colle&-
ed both from a Picture (as I guefs he makes
for a worthy Phyfician, at this Time, under
the Hiftory of Gaddefiden) and his common
Boldnefs of putting his Aflertions upon Men,
for folid Arguments. * Fobn Gaddefden, we are
told, was [agacious enough to fee through the
Foibles of Human Nature s be conld form a
good Fudgment, how far Mankind conld be im-
pofed upon;s and never faild to make his Ad-
vantage of their Credulity.

* Hift, Page 280, Vol. I1.
Our
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.. Our Hiftorian is, without doubt, perfuaded
that Men are ready to fuck in every Declarati-
on of his as an Infallible Truth; and, on that
Account, is refolvid to try their Credulity, in
Defiance of Hiftory and Demonftration; but
as I have altogether another Opinion of Men,
and believing that they are not funk under fo
oreat Stupidity, fo I now refolve to appeal to
the Senfe of Mankind againft fome falfe Repre-
fentations in the Phyfick-Hiftory.

It will not be expected, I hope, that I {hould
clear up the fcandalous Characters of Phyficie
ans, given ina very great abundance: that Task
muft prove as infamous as the Hiftory 5 whole
Leaves in many Parts of the Book being wholly
filled with Afperfions on fome Phyfician, or
other. But as many arc affeGted with the
Mifreprefentation of the ancient and beft Phy-
ficians never having a Noffrum, or fecret Me-
dicine 5 and that the having a Noffrum was
the peculiar and diftinctive Mark of a Quack;
I fhall firft examine the Truth of this Aflirma-
tion ; and thereafter I will make it appcar, that
the bafe and ignorant Praltices of Phyficians
are not fo much the Subjelts of our Author’s
Chaftifements, as the beft Phyficians and their
moft laudable Peformances are the Objelts of
his Envy and Calumny.

For, in the fecond Place, we find a new
Method of Cure, by an ufcful Ointment, fierce-

ly
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ly attack’d, left any Honour fhould redound
to its Inventor. An Author of a much more
ancient ra has the Compliment of the In-
vention : The great Concern of the Man of
Picty and Virtue (the Title he often affects) be-
ing to reprefent his contemporary Phyfician af-
ter the worlt manner. This Argument is not
taken from any Pictures, but from a Book, and
is fairly alledged, as a Proof againft the un-
candid Dealings in the Hiftory.

But, thirdly, his Anger we find always grows
hotter and more violent, in Proportion to the
Merit, or Goodnefs of the Thing he propofes
to deftroy : Thus we find more of his Skill
and Oratory employed againft one Shect of
printed Paper, than is beftowed upon any other
Subje- The gteat Eftcem of Fohn Gaddef-
den's fuccefsful Prattice, and the Rank he held

- at Court, do not provoke him into more in-

decent Expreflions, and Arts of Legerdemain,
than the mentioned {mall Paper. ’

Now when thefe Articles are duly examin-

~ed, we may find that ncither Mead, nor

Freind himfelf, can have any Title to the Cha-
ratter of the fecond Phyfician, that ever was
in England, whofoever may be the firft 5 and
that (o plainly, that their moft credulous Ad-
mirers muft be atham’d to affirm their Claim,
againft the moft obvious Reafons. Let the
vain and empty Affertions have their jult effect,
and their fwoln Author muft quickly dwindle

into his natural Size. The
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The Firft of the fore-mentioned Affertions,
wiz. That ancient Phyficians never had a No-
Sftrum, or a fecret Medicine, is as falfe, as the
having a Noffrum is the diftin@tive Mark of an
Empirick, is fcandalous ; becaufe Phyficians of
cvery Se& had their Noftrum, both Rational
and Empiricks 5 and that from ancient Times
down to this Day. Great and weighty Rea-
fons may be afligned for this ancient Cuftom
of Phyficians having fecret Medicines; nor
was it ever, I am fure, any Ground of Ca-
lumny, but from the worft of their Brethren, -
that either hated Men, or envy'd Inventors,
and that are always ready to make ufc of the
Invention, while they {lander the Inventor.

In Reafon, every Man matft think it natural
for a Perfon to enjoy the Fruits of a Difcovery,
that has been the Produce of the Study and
Experience of many Years; and the beft-na-
tured Men, who have truly at Heart the Good
of others, are, in my Opinion, miftaken, when
they think fuch Difcoveries would very much
tend to the Good of the World. Let them
confult Experience of what we know about
Fefuits-Powder, and we fhall find, that the
greateft Good has not been done by it, becaufe
its greater Charatter for Infallibility has often
put its Adminiftration into wrong Hands g
and if many Medicines were communicated
of equal Efficacy for other Difeafes, the natu-
ral Confequence, I think, would be, firft, the

4 Ruin
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Ruin of Phyfick, and afterwards the Lofs of
thefe excellent Medicines themfelves.  On both
which Confiderations, the preferving Inven-
tions, . as Secrets, is not only every Man’s
Right, but is alfo highly conducing to the
Honour and Prefervation of Phyfick, the greateft

- Blefling that can happen to Men.

Freind agrees with me, in fome meaflre,
when he (peaks of the * Abufcs of the Pra-
&ice of the Bark; but his Views are mean and
felfifh, as they always are when he infinuates
Conditions of a better Practice, he would have
us believe peculiar to himfelf ; whereas if we
cither confult the making Tinctures of it with
Spaw-#¥ater, or an Attempt of reprefenting it
as ulelefs, inftead of fhewing the proper Cir-
cumitances of giving it, we find his Defign {quints
too much upon the difcouraging it altogether ;
efpecially if we remember the miferable Pra-
&ice attempted for a Subftitution ; a* mere
Proje@, and what the French call, Medicines
pour vuider les Sacs, and fit only for Quacks.

~ Many weighty Reafons might be brought
to juftify the Cuftoms of ancient and modern
Phyficians having Secrets. 1 fhall not fay
any Thing of the fitft, intending to make ufe
of the Examples and Authorities alledged by
Do&ot Freind againft their having Secrets, to

¥ Page 98. Vol. I,
J prove
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prove that they had. As for the Modetns, we
cannot open any Book of any Character, of
whatfoever Sect, but we find the Pradtice of
having a Noftrum. Septalins, Sennertus, Heur-
nius, Riverius, &c. Phyficians of good Efteem
within thefe two Hundred Years, have their
Arcana carefully collected by other Phyficians,
without any Reproach for their having had
them.

Goddard's Drops are flill a Secret among
ourfelves ; yet they were prepared, and fold, by
a Prefident of the Royal College of Phyficians,
in London: Do&or Sydenbam, onc of the moft
learned Empiricks in any Age, long conceal'd
the Compofition of his liquid Laudanum.

~ Our prefent Prefident, a Perfon of an exten-
five and fuccefsful Practice, knows nothing de-
rogating from the Honour of the Faculty, in
having a fecret Medicine. His Majefty’s firft
Phyfician has his Secret; and Do&or Cock-
burn, a moft rational Phyfician, has always
vindicated this antient Praftice, and has an
Arcanum.

Neither is this Coftom confined to our Ifland;
for the moft learned Phyficians abroad, keep
up to the reafonable Prallice of former Times,
in  having Secrets. The famous Profeflor
Boerhaave has many, one more particularly
for making the Sme/l-Pox come forth fa-
vourably: |

C : Aftet
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After all, Do&tor Radcliff had many fecret
Medicines, if we may believe the Phyfician
who aflured his Executors of his having them,
or ¢lfe they had not told the World fo. It is
true, he was an Empirick, yet he was no ordi-
nary Perfon, Vi non Mediocris, in. the Lan-
guage of Celfus, fpeaking of that Se&t. But if
He had no Secrets, we all know who is a pro-
fefled Quack, for abufing Mankind with what
they have not.

How then could our Hiftorian hope to find,
cither his contemporary Phylficians fo ignorant,
or his Countrymen {o credulous, asto be perfuad-
¢d, by a bold Affertion, that ancient Phyficians
had no Secrets, or that Secrets were a fure Mark
of an Empirick, or Quack, as he farther would
have us believe?

We muft own, that he pretends to be Learn-
ed on this Head, and to prove the foremen-
tion'd Paradox from Phyfick Books; and it
fhall be our Bufinefs to reccive what he al-
ledges: But, it may be very proper to inform
a common Reader, that an Empirick, among
Phyficians, is not what he makes it fignify, and
to anfwer to our word Quack, or the Charla-
tan of the French: Thefe arc common in all
Profeflions, as well as in Phyfick ; and I wifh
the prefent Undertaking of our Hiftorian,
docs not bring it under fome Sufpicion of

Quackery.
Among
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Among Phyficians, the Empiricks were a
Seét that alledged, Expmmr and Obferva-
tion, was the Whole of Phyfick, with which
Reafoning has very little to do, Nature being
too deep for our Inquirics, and Anatomy of
very little Ufe : They contented themielves
with evident Caufes of Difeales, whether, viz,
Heat, or Cold, Pampering, or Want, Fa-
tigue, &c. occafioned Diftempers, and were fa-
tisfied to apply fuch Remedies as Experience
had taught them to be ufeful, on the like for-
mer Occaf‘ tons; affirming g, that Medicines cured
Difcafes, and not Spf:eches infomuch, that a
dumb Man, acquainted with Obfervations,
fhould prove a greater Phyfician, than the moft
Eloquent Perfon who has not Experience.
Now, whatever may be the Defeét of the Em.
piricks, yet they nothing refemble Quacks, who
have necither any Knowledge of Difeafes, nor
Experience of Medicines for curing them.

It is not eafy to imagine how this Biunder
dropp’d into the late Hiftory of Phyfick. Did
not its Author know the moft gencral Seéts of
Phyficians? or, did he purpofely mifreprefent
them? But to what purpofe could he imagine
his Adverfaries fo ignorant, as not to difcover
his foul Play ? or fo tame, as not to dare to
fet Things right? Did not he rather know the
Power of fome Words among the Credulous,
and that a Noftrum, and a Quack, were two
pretty fhort Words for throwing an Odium

C 2 upon
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upon an Enemy; efpecially, when they are
pretended to be fupported by Learning, and
great Reading? In Effe@, his Attempt is da-
rings and therefore, having thus apprized my
Reader with the common Meaning of the
Word Empirick, we proceed to hear his Rea-
fons for a Phyfician being a Quack, becaufe he
has a Noftrum, or a Medicine, he referves as
a Secret; for we have already heard, that Phy-
ficians, both of the Razsonal and Empirick Sec,
had their Secrets.

We are told, That Aetius * collected a
Multitude of Receipts, particularly thofe, which
bad been wmuch celebrated or ufed as NostRUuMS
by their Inventors. Some of thefe he [eems to
mention with no other Defign, than to expofe
them, and to let us fee the extravagant Rate
People were mduced to pay for them. A little
further, we are affured, that He (Ztius) gives
them no Charailer himfelf, nor recommends
them from bis own Experience, as be does, very
defervedly, the PriLoN1UM; which we are
defired to fuppofe never to have been a

Noftrum.

But that we may not entertain any Doubt
of Freind's Honefty in this Relation, he aflures
us, That zhis was the Praltice of the Antients,
and ought to be a perpetual Model for their

* Page 77. Vol. L
K Lt Succeffors,
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Succeffors, who would imitate them cither in
their KNOWLEDGE or VIRTUE.

From the firft View of this Account, fo fo-
lemnly introduced, it is obvious, that the Caufe
is given up ; becaufe, it is granted that the An-
tients had Noftrums, though they are not al-
low’d to have had Secrets, which are {ynony-
mous Terms. Befides, if Aefzus mentions {ome
of thefe Noffrums, with a Defign to expofe
them, which is more than can be proved, the
reft were furcly eftcem’d by him; or why
fhould he mention them at all? Was it agree-
able to a Man of his Learning and Curiofity,
who has colle¢ted many excellent Prelcriptions
of his Predecefiors, to have filled up a Book
with Receipts, and to no other Purpofe, than
to tell us, that they are good for nothing?
Who then imitate the Ancients in their Know-
ledge, Vertue, and Prudence? They that fol-
low their Steps in inventing excellent Medi-
cines, and in keeping Secrets if they pleafe;
or they that would deftroy all Knowledge, un-
der a Mask of Pertue ¢

We may likewife obferve, that Dottor
Freind’s Quacks are fuch as no body cife knew,
and if they were fo good at inventing Medi-
cines, that they drew the Attention of Men
upon them by their Efficacy, we are in mighty
want of fuch at this Time, when the Materia
Medica has pined away in Covent-Garden.

To

=
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To proceed farther, it is demanded, How
Aetius has expofed thefe Noffrums? The In-
{tance given in the Hiftory does not rife {o high,
Is the Colical Antidote of Nzcoffratus expofed,
by bearing the Name Iforheos ¢ This could not
oftend Aetius, and could not be any Reafon
for him to expofe it for being a Noffrum. 1f
it had been irreligious to have dignify’d thefe
Medicines with that Name, yet there is no Ob-
jection againft the Medicine for being a Secret.
Neither Aetius, nor Fremnd, can except againft
the Name, though this virtuous Perfon, in
great Humility, calls it prefumptuous; though
that fignifies no more than God like, and is
not more prefumptuous than Divine Freind
bimfelf attribates to Opzum. Thus we find I/o-
theos often taken in that Senfe in Homer, when
he defcribes any extraordinary Quality in Men,
or in Things; and the Mecaning is no more,
than that this Antidote of Nicoffratus was very
powerful and effeGual, and was a God like
Medicine in Cafes of the Colick. We find
not fo much as a Complaint of the too dear
Purchafe of this Medicine. They that propofe
Gabriel the Empirick for our Imitation, and that
give nothing but vain empty Words, ought not
to complain of any Sales of that Kind.

What is afterwards faid of Noffrums, having
no Chara&er from Aetzus, and that he never
recommends them from his own Experience,
as he defervedly does the Philonium, is abfo-

lutely
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lutely falfe. For fpeaking of fome Medicines
for the Eyes, he very highly recommends and
extols the Theodotium of Severus. * It is, {ays
Aetius, found to be more commodions than all
the forementioned Medicines.  Again, So great
is the Efficacy of this Medicine, that Words
cannot exprefs it.  They that hear of its
Power can hardly believe it To fum up
all —— When this Collyrium has been admini-
ftred in the begmming of the Diftemper, and
has been applyd on the Eye with a Spunge,
its Efficacy has quickly been felt by relieving the
Sick from the Viwolence of the ‘Difeafe. Can
any Remedy come better recommended upon
the Experience of any Phyfician than this T4eo-
dotium of Severus is by Aetius 2 we cannot
then but wonder, why we are told, that none
of thefe Noftrums are recommended upon the
particular Expericnce of Aetzus. Is there any
Thing in the Account before us, to juftify
what Freind (ays, That this bare Recital was
fufficient to fhew the Knavery of thofe who
fold the Noffrums, and the foolifh Credulity
of thofe who bought them? But as nothing
of this appears in all this Hiftory, the Author
makes ufe of the great Stock of Credulity he
finds among Pecople, and plays his Legerde-
main about univerfal Medicines, which is
drawing them as cunningly from the prefent
Subjec, as Secret Medicines differ from Uni.

¥ Tetrabib. 2. Serm, III. Cap. 1 13-
verfal ;
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verfal ; and that Difference is widely great

fo much, as to bring the Virtue of our Hi-
{torian more into Doubr than his Knowledge,

Freind {hould have turned to that Part of
Aetins, where we may find the Philonium re-
commended as it is reprefented to be. We
arc fenfible there is no Fault found with Ng-
ftrams, and the Theodotium has as ample Prai-
{es as any other Medicine can have, whatever is
alledged to the contrary in this Hiftory. But
why does the Philonium deferve all this En-
comium ?} Will the Doctor pretend to fay that
it was not a Neffrum ? Nay, that (in his mo-
dith Language) it docs not refemble a Quack’s
Bill, not only becaufe it cures thirty, but even
more than thirty Diftempers. This Gentleman
may folemnly aflirm, that there is no Medicine
that can be compared with it, for its excellent
Virtues : Yet 11{hall now prove, that the Pbilo-
nsum was the beft concealed and the longeflt
concealed Noftrum of the Number ; as alfo, that
it was invented by a Rational Phyfician, One
not of the Empirick Sect; tho that had not
been any Difparagement to it, as every Body
muft confefs, after they have been told the
Nature of that Se& 5 induftrioufly mifrepre-
fented by the Hiftorian to ferve the prefent
'Tarn. If this is proved, every Body muft
acknowledge, that Noffruams were common
among the Ancients, that a Noffrum might
cure feveral Diftempers, and that Noffrums

have

+
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have been invented, and even concealed by
Rational Phylicians.

Galen, writing about Medicines that eafe
Pain, are Anodyne, and that are good againft
the Colick, informs us, That the Philonium
had been in very great Efteem for a very long
Time ; as alfo, that this Medicine was among
the moft ufeful, as well as the moft ancient of
the Kind. By the Kind, we are to underftand
the Antidotes, as the Mithridate, and the fimple
Hiera ; and though it may not altogether be
more ancient that the firft of thefe, it is cer-
tainly contemporary with it : So that, by the
bye, we find the Phzlonium is ranged with the
Mithridate, and is, in the Account of the Hi-
ftorian, a Quack’s Bill: So carcfully does he
guard his admirable Phionium. Nay, this
Wonder of a Medicine is a Catholicon too,
fomewhat like AMithridate, and cures about
thirty other Diftempers ; a fure Mark of
Quackery, a rarc Charalter of his favourite
Compofition, and a wonderful Defence of it
againtt its being a Noftrum.

We do not defire to impofe upon credu-
lous Men ; fo let the Queftion be determined
by Galen himfelf, * whe tells us, That Philo
gave it in Greek Elegiacks ; wherein the Medi-
cine is firft introduced, fetting forth its own
Virtues, and next adds its Compofition.

* Ilepi ousbissws Bapudnay 7oy Kare 7omss. BiBa. 0

D Philo
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Philo did firft my fovereign Power impart :
Philo, great Mafter of the Healing Art.
From Tatlus [prung, I conquer numerous s,
Whatcer the Colon, or the Liver feels.
Tho Gravel flop the Reins, the Stonemolef?,
Convulfions zerture, or Confumptions waffe,

The Spleen take various Shapes, or Afthma
[eize the Breaft..

Blood [pit, or vomited, the Pleurify,

Each dangerous Symptom yields the Victory,
And the great Slayer, Death, is flain by Me.
The labouring Bowels, when with Pains attack d
The Limbs without with cruel Tortures rack'd.

The Cough, the Sobbing, and tickling Rheums
70 lefs,

The [frangled Matrice my vaft Power confefs.
A mighty Treafure to the Learn'd and Wife
He left : But dull and ftupid Men 1 do defpife.

L

Does not this Gentleman #wf? folemnly af-
firm, that the Philoninm exceeds all Praifes,
for its excellent Virtues 5 yet, in his large Way
of talking, it muft be accounted a Quacks-
B://, for curing more than thirty Difeafes, and
for even conquering Death itfelf. Every Man

“then mult wonder what little Views of pri-

4 vate
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vate Intereft could bring an Argument upon
the Stage, that either brings the Frrtue or
Knowledge of the Perfon that advances it, in-
to Queftion. Nothing lefs than his profefled
Contempt for the Ignorance of his Contem-
porary Phyficians, and of the Credulity of all
Ranks of People, could have induced him to
{trike fo bold a Stroke as this Account is con-
cerning Philonium.

The Unhappinefs, if poflible, is ftill greatet
in advancing that Pbz/o never made his Medi-
cine a Secrer 5 for if our Hiftorian had thought
{fo, or that any One befides himfelf had becn
in that Secret, he never could have ventured to
have proclaimed the Praifes of the divine Phi-
lonsum for its not having been a Secret. And
as the Compolition is fuppofed to be fo very
plain, I will render it in Englifh from Galen ;
becaufe every Phyfician, and every Apothecary,
~ who reads it, can eafily explain the Mythoclogy
that concealed it for Two hundred Years, from
common Eyes ; as Men commonly belicve,

Take of the yellow and fragrant Hair of a
Youth, whofe Blood is (il fhed in the
Fields of Mercury : Weigh it prudently
according to the humane Senfes 5 then add
a ‘Drachm of Euboean Nauplium ; as
much of the Murderer of the Son of
Menetius, which is kept in a Shecp’s
Stomach. Add twenty ‘Drachms of
wkite Flame, and as much of the Beans

D 2 of
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of the Hogs of Arcadia ; with a Drachm

of a Plant that is ervoneoufly called a
Root, and that comes from a Country fa-
mous for the Jupiter of Piffeum. /Write
Pium, and add the Greek Article of the
Mafculine Gender to the beginning of the
Word. Take ten ‘Drachms of the laft
Drug, and mix all thefe well with the
Work of the ‘Daughiters of the Bull of
Athens.

This was the State of the Philonium; a
Medicine never enough to be commended, in
being a Secret 5 and I now appeal to every
Thing of the Faculty, whether the Recespt in
our ‘Difpenfatories is not plainer than that
left by Philo s nay, whether any one of the
Faculty can give the Senfe of it, immediately
afrer their reading it here.

But this Medicine was not only a Noffrum,
but it was invented by a Rational Phyfician,
not an Empirick: He was a ‘Dogmatick by
Se&, and he left it a Treafure to faithful
Friends, never to be communicated to ftupid
Nothing-Men, Abridgers not only of the Ma-
teria Medica, but to whom every Thing in
Phyfick is a Secret 5 and as ‘Phile was not an
Empirick, far lefs was he a Quack. 1 hope
this Difcovery will not put our Hiftorian out
of Humour with a Medicine he thinks, at
prefent, exceeds all our Praifes. And there-
fore, Iadvifc all the paflionat¢ Admirers of the

~ Leaming,



[ 2]

Learning, Knowledge, and Virtue of our
Author, to fufpend their Judgments ; till they
fee how firm their Friend may be about Em-
piricks, and Noftrums ; for there is a great
Occafion for a Change in Opinions about
thefe Matters.

It is furprizing, that the Praifes of the P/:-
lonium {hould be turn’d upon its never having
been a Secret, when it was moft deeply fhut
up in Mytholo y, for Two Hundred Years :
Indeed it is more furprizing, that it was not
either loft, or dilcoverd, in all that Time;
but why our pretended Follower of the An-
cients, in theiv Kunowledge and Virtue, {hould
hazard his Title to one, or both, of thefe,
will ftun the Credulity of the moft credulous
Lady of his Party. It would prove the greateft
Offence to fufpe&, that the Do&tor had never
read Galen, who, I think, firt unriddled the
Noftrum ; and it muft offend him ftill more
to alledge, that he had never read Doctor /
Clerk's Hiffory of Phyfick, which he often
commends, and as often condemns, jult as that
Author happens to be in Favour; yet, as the
firt mentions the Compofition of the Philo-
mium, and clears it up from the Cloud of Fa-
ble 5 and the fecond gives us an Account of
this Medicine in the Life of Phils, referring
us to Galen for a more particular Account of
it, it muft try the greatelt Credulity to believe
that Do&or Fremd had ever read thofec Au-
thurs 5 and thus his Knowledge muft have been

queftion’d 5
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queftion’d ; or if he has read them, what Salvo
will be provided for his Vzrtue ¢ Nothing,
but the worlt Opinion of the ftupid Credulity
of Men, or a full Pefwafion of the grofs Igno-
rance of his Brethren, could give him Hopes
of concealing this Secret; and, indeed, both
of them are ablolutely neceflary, in order to
our belicving that our Author knew what Ga-
len and le Clerk writ, or that he was not fo
mad as to throw Scandal upon fome of the
beft Phyficians in cvery Age, under the Pre-
tence of their having a Noffrum, or a Secret
Medicine: But, I lecave this Obifecrvation with
my Reader.

Whatever may become of Knowledge, and
Virtue, 1 hope this humble (not prefumptuous)
Phyfician, who f{its upon Life and Death, as he
clfewhere tells us Phyficians do, will not, here-
after, {uffer his moft credulous Friends to Bleed
for want of a Noffrum, for their firmly be-
lieving that a Secret is Quackery: This would
be a very nard Return for their Belief.

It is plain, that zhe Foibles of Human Na-
ture are the great Support of all this Hiftory ;
and it is as plain, that the Superftructure is'in
Bulk, and Weight, prodigious; fo that if he
has form'd a good Fudgment of Men, and that
they may [o far be impofed upon, as to make
all thefe Advantages of their Credulity, it
muft prove thc moft wonderful Thing in Na-
ture, and truly promifes Succels in any other

Attempts.
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Attempts. We have had an Inftance of an Ad=-
vance in that Way (for his Trial of Credulity
in Matters of Phyfick, and Phyfick-Hiftory,
does not affe® many) by a farther Progrefs
made for an Experiment in a late Piece of
Hiftory, and the Subje& of much Argument,
and Converfation of late among ourfelves,
which will not make a difagreeable Digreflion,
in this new Philofophy, to confider it.

In Mead’s Book of the Plague, a true Image
- of thefe Authors, who promifc much, but
truft more to their Ofhicers than their Argu-
ments, the Words Infection, and Contagion,
were mifcrably perverted from their genuine
Senfe, as they are underftood among Phyfici-
ans; for which he then fuffer'd due Corretti-
on, though now there is a pretended Defence
in the Hiftory of Phylick, as odd, and that re-
quires as much Credulity for its being ad-
mitted, as moft Things in the Performance.
* It has been, indeed, a Fafbion of late to deny,
That there is any Contagion at all in Diftem-
pers, even in that which is [o terrible, chiefly
upon this very Account, the Plague. 1t had
been but right for the Hiftorian to have in-
form’d us among whom this Fathion prevail'd:
For my Part, I do not know of any Author
who denies fome Difeafes to be contagious;
but what does this Argument import, to fhew

¥ Page 348. Vol. IL
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that Infeltion and Contagion are fynonymous
Terms? and if they are not fo among Phyfi-
cians (as they certainly are not) his Friend is
not defended, but the Obfervarion of the Cor-
ruption of Phyfick Language ftands in full
Force againft them, as was proved from H;‘P-
pocrates and Fracaflorius.

It is a firange Affertion, That the Terror
of the Plague conlfifts in the Notion of its be-
ing Contagious, or that it can pafs from one
Man into another, or from a Bit of Pack-
thread into a Man, merely by the Touch. I
wifh there was nothing terrible in that deftroy-
ing Difeafe, befides this idle Notion, that the
beit Phyficians unanimoufly, for near Two
Thoufand Years, ncver dreamed of; and I wifh
Men could as firmly be guarded againft the
common Mortality of the Diftemper, as they
may, and have been, eafed of that Conceit of
its Contagion. The great Greek and Arabian
Phyficians, fo frequently recommended to our
Imitation, Men not only Wile, but who had
great Experience of that Difeafe, are the very
Authors who judicioufly diftinguifhed between
Infection, and Contagion, and affirmed, a Man
was infeéted when he had a Difeafe; but de-
nied, that the Plague pafied by the Touch, or
by Contagion.

It is difficult to make a Judgment of this
Way of talking, where the Afhirmation is fuch,

as no manner of Inference can be deduced
from
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from it; and, on that Account, is either like
the Talk of a diftemperd Perfon, or whofe
great Notions of himfelf fuppofe the ready
Aflent of Men to fuch idle Dreams, So we are
told, That in the Cafe of a LerRrosY; thefe new
Direttors in Phyfick would do well to confider,
that Moses was of a quite contrary Opinion.
Now this is mere Tattle ; for, as I {aid, every
Phyfician believes that there is a Contagion in
fome Difeafes, while they deny that this is the
Cafe of the Plague. The Leprofy, by Mofes
called contagious, is, likewife, {o called by
thofc he calls new Direéfors ; o that Mopfes
and they agree, though with the beft Phyfici-
ans they differ from Dr. Mead, for whom this
fort of a Defence is pretended to be made.

For aProof of this Harmony between Mofes,
and the objeting Phyficians, I appeal to a
Book, feafonably writ againlt Mead's abomi-
nable Scheme for Barracks and Quarantines;
wherein we have this remarkable Expreflion,
altogether deftructive of what is advancd in
the Hiftory. * There are féveral Difeafes that
- Phyficians obferve to be convey'd, or to pafs,
by Contagion; thefé are the LErrosy, ¢re.  So
that not only ancient Hiftory, but what we
talk’d of tother Day, are corrupted by the Hi-
ftorian 5 and it is furely a very defperate Caufe;
that wants Arguments of this Kind for its Sup-

# Diltin& Notiohs of the Plagug, &¢. p: 7, 8-
E pott.
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port. The Leprofy being convey’'d by Conta-
gion, is no more an Argument for the Plague
being convey’d after the fame Manner, than
that the Gouz or Stone are likewife contagious.
Thus, again, Mead is not defended from his bar-
barous Ufe of the foremention’d Words, and his
Friend falls into new Blunders of his own in
this pretended Defence.

The next Obfervation, of the falfe Repre-
fentations of Phyficians in the late Hiftory of
Phyfick, is altogether the Reverfe of the fors
mer; for in it, the having a fecret Medicine
was the Quarrel; but in this, the Inventing
better Medicines than thofe in common Ufe,
feems to be equally, if not more, criminal,
This Argument is not {o popular, nor hasit the
Shew of confulting the Honour of Phyfick, nor
is it imploy’d, for not divulging and laying in
efhicacious Medicines to the common Stock of
Phyfick 5 but it plainly proves, that all this Ca-
lumny is only thrown upon the beft Phyfici-
ans, who are like to obftruct the growing Pride,
and ftop the infatiable Profit of a private Ca-
bal. The Pcople are often deluded into a Be-
licf of the Danger of new Medicines, communi-
cated to Phyficians ; or, through the good Opi-
nion they favourably entertain, of the Pertue
and Honefty of their Phyfician, believe the
Medicines do not anfwer the End for which
they arc recommended; but their Credulity
muft be wonderfully great, if they can be per-
fuaded cither that the inventing a better Me-

4 thod,
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thod, and better Medicines, is a Fault, or that
profefled Oppofers of fuch Difcoveries are their
Friends : And it would be next to a Miracle,
if the Inventors of Medicines, who are furely
the Envy, and would be reprefented as the
Contempt of the Men of Defamation, could
be given up by the People for doing them the
greateft Goqd. Were this the Confequence of
. Inventing, all Men muft be convinced, that
the fole Safety of the belt Phyficians confifts
not only in concealing their Medicines, but
their Capacity of inventing them; fince they
muft be hurt by their Inventions, and for their
endeavouring to ferve Men. -

The Handle for the prefent Calumny, is
taken from the Book of a Gonerrhea, nor do
-1 fee what Purpofe it ferves, but to take off
from the Efteem the World has every where
thewn for it. The Phyficians have long been de-
prived of the Pradtice of that Difeafe, though
whatever can be found good is their Inventi-
on; fo that they were not the Rivals of the
Book, or of any Medicine communicated in
it : The Mifreprefentation then is purely to
keep out the Phyficians from a Praétice, they
lazily fuffer’d themfelves to be difpofiefied of.
Is this the Honour of the Faculty, the Hiftorian
pretends to have fo much at Heart? Are they
the Medici nobiles & honorati 2 And are the
People now ferved by this Scandal, or the Ser-
witores £ Did Freind affe the Knowledge of
Avenzoar, as much as he docs his Phrafes, we

E 2 never
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never could have heard of any Scandal for
writing the beft Book on the Subjed, o.r for a
Phyfician communicating a better and a hewer
Method of Cure of the Difeafe, or of any of
its Symptoms. But Manus manum fricat; to
Day Medicus bonoratus, to Morrow Servitor 3
and all for the Common Caufe. '

When the Doérine of Difenffing and Sup-
purating is undertaken to be explained, an ill -
Philofopher is not an ill Detrattor ; for though
the Operation of Difcufling and Suppuraunﬂ
Medicines be reprefented as contrary Works,
and the putting Nature upen another, and in-
deed a quite different Effort, againtt all good
Senfe, and Experience ; yet, upon this ﬂendcr
Philofophy, and very remotely from the Pur- -
pofe, mention is made of an Omitment made
with Turpentine and Quickfilver, brought in
moft unnaturally, on the Pretence of Dif:
cufling, in order to aflign over the Invention
to Falloppins, who lived near Two Hundred
Years ago; and thus the real Inventor is not
only deprived of that Honour, but is mifrepre-
ﬁ:ntcd as afluming.to himfelf another Man’s
Invention. * In all the Compofitions for Dif-
cuffion, the Mixture of glutinous Things [eems
not to conmirivute to thewr Efficacy; on. the
contrary, they are reprefented as effential and
neceflary for Suppuratmn Thcn we are told,

¥ .

g P e b
L

-

_
.‘-I."‘

¥ Pﬂgt ?a-l' . : v .
; nd That



[ 29 ]
That Mercurial Ointments, and Plaiffers, whick
perbaps would fooner anfwer the Eund of Dif-
cuffing, #f the Mercury- were only mixed with
alittle Turpentine, IN THE MANNER YOU KNOW
FALLOPPIUS useb. - v

It is not my prefent Defign to enquire whe-
ther Turpentine is admitted as a glatinous Sub-
ftance, cvery body being convinced that it is ;
nor fhall I enquire whether difcufling a Shan-
ker be the moft proper Method of curing it
nor whether Falloppius ever employed fuch a
Compofition upon a Defign of Difcufling,
though, I think, there is no Doubt, - that never
any Phyfician propofed to difculs a Shanker,
nor Falloppins any Sore or Tumour, with the
mention'd Ointment; {o that if Mead does
vouch for his Friend, the Scandal is ftill ob-
fcure, and fomething more than Calumny
fhould afte&t them upon clearing up this Ac-
count, thus drawn in by Head and Shoulders.

Now to give fome Light into this Affair, in-
duftrioufly kept in the Dark ; for it does not
appear why Mercury-and Turpentine come to.
be fo very particularly commended 5 we muft
know, that Falloppsus, and every Surgeon had
not any Method for curing Shamkers, but by
Eftharotick, or Eating, Medicines ; till at
length, this excellent Digeftive and incarnating.
Medicine was invented : So that the Methag
of Cute was no longer Painful, Tedious; -or

ncertain 3 nor was it attended with Mortifi-
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cations : But every Thing proceeds to a fpeedy
and fafe Cure, and without any Pain, by the
Ufle of the forementioned Oimntment. We
muft know too, that this Medicine was: kept
an Arcanum for above fixteen Years ; but not
fo much a Noffrum, that it was not imparted
to Dr. Freind, and other Phyficians ; and it
might ftill have been a Secret, if one, to whom
it was communicated, had not fet up for being
the Inventor of it. Now to cut off all Pretences
from this pretended Inventor, the Medicine
was publifhed in the firft Edition of the Book of
the Gomorrbea. It is very remarkable, that
there was nho Scandal thrown upon the Secret
Medicine, but its greateft Efhcacy was admired ;
yet no fooner was it publifh'd, but the In-
vention was afligned to Falloppins. This Re-
port was again quafhed by the Defence of the
Invention, in the fecond Edition.of that Book ;
nor was it ever mentioned, till we now have
it in the Hiftory of Phyfick. ©

Neither the Goodnefs of the Ointment is
called in Queftion, nor the former Defence
objeéted to ; but the old'Story is clandeftinely
kept up, and Mead has vouched to the Affer-
tion of the Hiftorian. "The World fhall judge
of the Sufficiency of this Proof. One Party
affirms and vouches, but the Inventor calls up-
on them to fhew in what Part of Falloppiuss
Work this Ointment is reccommended, for the
Cure of Shankers; efpecially that the Pre-
{cription, formerly alledged, has been proved

neither
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neither to be the fame, nor to be any way fuf-
ficient for that Purpofe: It is then very mani-
feft, that it is the Honour and Efteem, that na-
turally fhould attend the inventing new Me-
thods and better Medicines, that provokes the
Envy of thefe Phyficians, far more than the
having a Noftrum.

Freind has an unlucky Way of Reafoning
he never perfuades, but we areleft to believe
and his great Truft is in the Credulity of his
Friends. We have an apt Example to this
Purpofe, in his Argument with Mr. Littre,
about the State of an Arfery, in the Cafe of
an Awneurifm : He differs from his Adverfary,
and owns, that the Account he gives * 7s very
minnute and exact 5 yet he will entertain fome
Scruples, and will not be fatisfied with this
Account, he confefles to be thus minute and
exacts no Reafon, nor Experience, can ever
move him from what he is pleafea to affert.

The Approbation given the Book of the
Gonorrbea, not only by the neat Edition of it
at Leyden, under the Dire&tion of the learned
Profeflor Boerhaave, who calls it Perfeitum
Opus 5 but the feveral Editions, made from the
former, at Naples, have very much whetted
the Envy of the Hiftory. Indeed the Book
has been every where well received, nor has the
Malice of the Cabal been able to fupprefs it

* Page 200. Vol. I 9
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here. How many of the Credulous do bes
lieve that there is never a Prefcription in i,
and but One Noffrum, 1 will not determine :
But fuch has been the Report from the Inven-
tors of Scandal, tho’ they might every Day be
difproved by opening tire Book. 1 have no
Defign to record the many Encomiums on the
Performance 3 but 1 muit leave one from an
Italian Book, for the Entertainment of Dr.
Mead, who will be charmed with it, becaufe
of the Language only. In a Book, about a
Carnofity;, publifhed laft Year at FZarfﬂce, we
have this Account, * Abbiamo di quanto hoe
detto dal doz‘r%’ma Gugliclmo Cockburn, el
fuo Trattato della Gonorrea [tampato nel 1716.
un Auntore vale atteflato, e quefte fono le fue
parole alla, pag. 38. Animalis profeito oeco-
nomia nos admonet, ut figua Glandula ant -
Ductus excretorius, &c. Which Paflage is
excellently explained by Bemevols, and is made
the Foundation of his Inquiry about the men-
tioned Difeafe.

The Turn taken in the Phyfick Hiftory, in
writing of the Authors of the Lues Venerea,
is very diverting g for, according to Cuftom;
there is a great Affetation and Shew of Learne
ing, without any Reading, and with lefs Judg-
ment : The mad Conceit of Infallibility, and
of every Body’s believing him an Oracle,
drives him into great Abfurdities. Alexander

—
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Tomitanus, and Alexander [rajanus Petronius
are acknowledged, in the Book of the Gonor-
rhea, to have been the firft Phyficians who
dittinguifhed the Gonorrbea, from the Symp-
toms of the Lwues Venerea, and to have con-
trived moft of the Practices, that have ever
been foliowed fince their Time ; tho’ before
them, for forty Years, this Difeafe had been
fatally miftaken, for a Symptom of the Lues
only 3 which Error, without doubt, occafion-
ed all the dire Confequences that attended fo
unhappy a Praftice. Now 1 leave it to the
Credulous, whether in a Hiftory of the Au-
thor’s, who writ in the beginning of the Lues
Venerea, the mentioned Phyficians did not de-
ferve a Place } Or whether they duly forfeit
this Right, by bcing commended in the Book
of a Gonorrbea ? 1 hope our Hiftorian, and
his Vouchers, will not be long Evidences, e¢i-
ther againft the Works, or the Reputation of
their Adverfary.

The profound Regard, very lately profe(s'd,
for Mofes, is at prefent worn off, and on the
fame Account. In the Book, mention is made
of the Running 1ffue of the Flefh, from Levi-
ficus y becaufe it is the firlt Account we have
of a Simple Gonorrbea, which is oppoled to
the Virulent, thar was then the Subject of In-
quiry. No Body cver dreamit of Mofes being
a Phyfician ; but he is a Law-giver, and in
that Capacity, declares the Time a Perfon
with this Iflue is to be fequeftred, and in what

F Manner
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Manner he is to be purify’d; far lefs is there
any Contagion fuppoled in the Text, for the
cleanfing from this natural Impurity. Were
there any Contagion in this Iffue, both Goznor-
rheas muft be confounded in One, contrary to
all Experience, and Scripture-hiftory.  So little
does Freind know of thefe Matters, after the
Hiftory he pretends to give of the firft Wri-
ters, that he feems to entertain two abfurd
Conceits ; onc as if there were a Gonorrbea,
in Duration, equal to the menftrual Flux of
Women : The other, that a virulent Gonor-
rheea may be without impure Coztion. 'This
being neither fupported from Levsticus, nor
by any Phyfick-biftory, or Experience, is a
perfe@t Eflay of his pretended Infallibility, and
as fuch I recommend it to thofc, who believe
him againft Senfec and Rcafon.

The laft Piece of Calumny, that I fhall ex-
mine, is againft the Solution of a Problem ;
whereby the Dofcs of purging and vomiting
Medicines are determined, in all Ages of a
Man, for every Conftitution, and every Change
of Conftitution, that can happen to Mankind:
Indeed, this Attempt is fo monftrous and gigan-
tick, and his Batteries againft the Solution are
{0 fcandaloufly mean, and abfurd, that it ought
to be the laft Thing that any Man, in his Sentes,
{hould ever difpure with an Author, altoge-
ther abounding with Scandal, and Defamation.
Such unfair Dealing is a Demonftration, that
the Hiftorian has no Concern for the Reputa-
: tion,
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tion, nor for the Lives of Men. Herc, the
Honour of Phyfick does not call on him, up-
on the lealt Pretence, againft a Noffrum, and
Quackss but it is advancing its Honour to
the greateft Height, that is the prefent Provo-
cation.

Nothing ought to gain the Favour of Mcn
more than this Dilcovery, which renderd the
Adminiftration of purging and vomiting Medi-
cincs abfolutely fafe, and guarded the Reputa-
tion of Phyficians; who, while they had not
any Rule or Method for dofing them, often
ordered them, to the manifeft Danger, and
Ruinof the Perfon that took them, and they as
manifeftly and certainly affeéted the Judgment of
the Prefcriber. Who can better afhirm, in their
extenfive Praltice, the Surprizes made on
Nature (as their Phrafe is of the Sweating-fick-
nefs) by Purging and Vomiting, and the Num-
bersof Lives loft by them in a very few Hours.

We muft own, that the taking off’ the Dan-
ger in adminiftring Medicines, of fo common
Ufe, and confequently fo very neceflary, gave
Satisfaltion to every good Man; and the real
difcufling of the Difficulty, as well as the
certain Method propofed for doing it, had the
Apprabation of Perfons of known Integrity,
and of the beft Judgment. The Royal Adca-
demy in Paris defited, in a Body, that
this ufeful Problem might be communica-
ted, before the Time appointed ; and Sir
F2 lfaac
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Ifaac Newton, allowed the Problem to be
truly folved. I was prelent, afterwards, at
reading the Tables of Dofes, when, contrary
to the Wifhes and Expctation of fome, Pro.
feflor Halley, who read them, freely declared,
that he had hitherto look’d upon Phyfick as a
moft precarious and conjectural Scicnce s but
that here (in the T#bles) was Demonftration.

Here indeed is the Quarrel ; for fhould the
Fame of fuch Difcovyeries be fpread about in
London, the Profit they purpofe to make in
the Praltice of Phyfick muft fuffer, in the
Opinion of thefe Phyficians. All other
Phyficians, whether they confider Men or not,
would be {o juft to themfelves, as to chufe to
adminifter a Vomit f{afely, rather than boldly
to blame the Weaknefs of the Blood-Veficls
of the Brain, for not refifting the violent Ope-
ration ; or when that Part is opened,and pleads
Innocence, the Fault is turned upon the Neg-
ligence of an Apothecary: An impudent Ex-
cufe, but what nothing can receive befides the
greateft Folly 5 nor any thing vindicate, but In-
humanity itfelf. Can two Perfons in the fame
Houfe die of a Purging Dofe, the one of Six
Yecars of Age, and the other of Onc? And
can the Perfon who adminiftred it fatisfy him-
felf, and far lefs hope to fatisfy others, by
charging the fatal Confequence upon their
taking the Dofes not allotted them ? For what-
ever might happen to the youngeft by the larger
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Dofe, yet the Child of fix could not be over-
purged with the due Dofe of the younger.

If thefe Surprizes are often made upon Na-
ture, by her Servantsof the Faculty, can there
any juft Reproach lie againft them, that pro-
vide for her Safety ? However ; as Knowledge,
and Well.doing is the prefent Objeéion, I
fhall produce the Weapons drawn againft the
Performance, and they are nothing more than
an Expreflion of Awvenzoar, perverted by the
Hiftorian ; but which could not be of any
Weight, if they were truly reported. But to
prevent a needlefs Repetition, I fhall, at pre-
fent, only obferve the Impertinency of the
Quotation, as it ftands in the Phyfick-Hiftory ;
being hereafter to tranfcribe it at length, when
the Forgery of the Paflage is confidered. It is
pretended to be very vain and ufclefs to *
Square a Purge [o exallly to the Conflitution of
the Patient, and the Nature of the Humonr
to be difcharged ; for fuch Speculations comtri-
bute very little to form a Fudgment about any
right Method of Cure. Now what can be
more impertinent, than to imagine that the
proper Occafion of a Purge fhould flow, mere-
ly from knowing its common Dofe, or by find-
ing its proportional Quantity or Quality 2 On
the other Hand, could this pretended Judgment
be formed, without having a Mcthod of Dofcs ;

¥ Page 77. Vol. 11,
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we might know that the Sick want to be
purged, though fuch a Dofe might be given,
that may prove more fatal than the Difeafe: But
it is very certain, that he muft beft know, when
a purging Medicine is moft wanted, who can
Dofe it beft; fo that this Argument of our Hi-
ftorian is vaftly ridiculous, and is nothing the
Meaning of his Author.

We find him here at Childrens Play, and
to divert his Reader from feeing for whom he
means the Blow that is given, tells us, That
Avenzoar had Alkindus in his Eye: Buat,
as Alkindus’s Defign 1s not the Propofition
Avenzoar is {aid to defpifc; we may be very
fure who was in Freind's Eye, and whom he
intended to calumniate, with reprefenting the
Problem, and its Solution, fanciful.

As there is great Strefs laid on the Succefs
of this Calumrny, fo we find it mightily la-
boured and prepared for his Admirers receiving
it. I fhall only remark curforily upon thefe
Paflages, and I fhall hereafter tranfcribe the
Whole Chapter of Avenzoar, that we may
be apprized of the Hiftorian’s Faithfulnefs in re-
prefenting this Picce of Hiftory; for thereby
we fhall know both Avenzoar, and his
Hiftorian.

We are affured that Averrboes thought Avens
=zoar a Glortous, and an Admirablé Perfon,
and that he was the Treafire of all Know-

 ledge,
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ledge, as well as the Supreme in Phyfick from
Gualen's Time down tohisown. Freind thinks
thefe Chara&ers fo much his due, that we can
do no lefs than to take his Word for what he
has now declared, or, at leaft, is fuppofed to
have declared; yet, if we may believe Freind
a little further, the Teftimony of Averrboes is
not of any Value; * Lor hbe was no great
Prattitioner, and, confequently, was not a
competent Judge : Thus much for the glorious
Titles that were to prepare us for receiving
Oracles 5 but from whom? not from Aven-
zoar, for we fhall quickly find, that he was
an Empirick; or, in the foft Language of the
Hiftory, that he was a Quack. Now this laft
Appellation is too hard, and unworthy of an
honelt Empirick; though his low Opinion
againft rational Phyfick is too well known to
have any Effet to its Prejudice, unlefs it was
back’d with a better Reafon: So much for the

perverting the Judgment of Readers, by fhining
Characters.

The next Endeavour to beg a favourable
Hearing, is by alledging the Piety of the Muf-
fulman, when he is reprefented to make Ex-
perience, that which will acquit and condemn
him, and every Phyfician, both in this Life and
the mext. 1 hope our Hiftorian will give us
the Meaning of thefc fine Words: 1 know

* Page 120.
that
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that dvenzoar does not fpeak fo; though I
find his Hiftorian does fo labour the having Bu-
finc(s, as if his Salvation depended on that alone 3
for this is the Mecaning of Experience in the
next Fidtion for the Arabian ; that the Art of
Curing is to be obtained only by long Ufe: W ho-
ever remembers what I formerly faid, of the
Empirick Se&, will eafily perceive what fven-
zoar urges and prefics when he talks of Expe-
rience, and would deprefs the Ufe of Reafon,
and Philofophy, in Phyfick: This will imme-
diately be made appear, while the confcientious
Sincerity, an Article which equals all Religi-
ons, and fets Chrift and Mahomet upon the
fame Foot, (according to fome eminent Di-
vines) mult vanifh into downright Hypocrify.
Freind has, in this Forgery, laid in a Claim
for himfelf, by adding Fwudgment to Experi-
ence ; but this Addition is very ridiculous, for
what has Judgment to do with Experzence, the
former being cftecemed ufelefs by the Se& of
Empiricks : This Canting, then, about Acquit-
ting and Condemning, is vaftly wide of the
Purpofe.

Let us hear Avenzoar in his own plain and
fimple Account, divefted of all the Trappings
of Artifices and there we fhall find, that all
his Pretences are againft Reafoning in Phyfick
in general, and that all this Artifice, and Pre-
paration of our Hiftorian, is only to impoie
upon his Reader,

Avenzoar,
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Avenzoar, in the Chapter quoted in the
Hiftory, treats of an Impofthume in the Neck,
(by Freind, of a Tumour) and tells us, after
the Manner of the Emprricks, Thar « it is a
« Diftemper of the Skin, which may be occa.
« fion'd by various Humours, but that we
“ ought to bc very cautious, becaufe the Dif-
“« ecale is very brief and acute, yet we muft
« Bleed immediately, though we fhould have
« fome Doubts of the Sick Perfon’s bearing it.
¢ If the Patient is of a weakly Conftitution,
« great Care muft be taken of the Quantity of
“ Blood that is to be let; though a greater
“ Quantity may be let, if heis ftrong: Then
¢ you muft purge off the predominant Hu-
“ mour with the Medicine adapted to it.  Af-
“ terwards, anoint the Part with warm Oil
“ of Rofes, or with Oil of Rofes mix'd with
“ Oil of Lillies, with “feflamm Oyl, or with
Oil of Althacsen, which ever of them is
% rcadieft at Hand ; for we need not be folli-
“ citous about the Difference that may be
“ among them. Be affured, thar the Medi-
“ cinal Art ismever prattifedperfectly by any one,
“ but after long Ufe, (no mention here made
«“ of Fudgment) and a long Experience: By no
“ means by the Help q}" Philo / ophy, Logical
e Rm{'nmng, or Sophifms : omHCh, ffba:
“ fhould any one Reafon [ubtly aévaﬂr laxative
“ Medicines, m order to find the Proportional
“ Quantity the Dg[t'fmper, and the Quantity

uqf'
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“ of the Humour or Humours may require, and
«“ that they may not exceed or be wanting to the
«“ greateft Exaltnefs,the Mind of that Phyfician
“ wmay be [o confounded, by fich an Enqguiry,
“ that it will occafion great Delay, and the
« Opportunity of Curing the Sick may be loft
“ thereby.

This is a faithful Tranflation of the whole
Chapter of Avenzoar, and by it we may be
fufficiently convinced, that the great Defign of
that Author, in the Paflage before us, is only
to give us his Opinion about Reafoning in
Phyfick, which he, like others of the Empi-
rick Se&, aflures us is not ‘of any ufe, but
may likewile be hurtful, by lofing Time, and
the precious Opportunity of faving Life.

We muft believe, that this is not only the
Senfe and Mcaning of Avenzoar, but that
Dr. Freind thinks it fo likewife, otherwife ke
had not taken fo great Carc to mifreprefent it.
This fcems to have been the beft, if not the
only Handle, in all his Reading, from which
he could, with any Appecarance, draw forth
Scandal, againft the Solution, a Performance
he o much hates: But, that this Artifice may
appear, Ifhall add this Tranflation alfo. For
Example (Avenzoar's Words are in the Latin
- Tranflation from the Arabick, Ex Eo QuoD)
If any one take it into his Head to refine, and
nicely diftingui(h about laxative Medicines, and
: pretend
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pretend to find out the proportional Quantity
and Quality of any Purge, [0 as to [Guare it ex-
altly to the Conftitution of the Perfon, and the
Nature of the Humours to be difchary'd, and
calculate it [0 as not to be even a Hair under
or over ; fuch Speculations, in his Opinion, con-
tribute very little to form a Fudgment about
any right Method of Cure.

Now, without any fcrupulous Obfervations
on this Corruption, it is manifelt what Aven-
zoar would perfuade his Recader, that, viz.
the Medicinal Art, or Phyfick, is beft pradlisd
upon Experience, by no means with any Help
taken from Logick, or Philsfophy. What is,
afterwards, added, is to fhew the Vanity, Folly,
and the dangerous Negle&, which, in the Opi-
nion of this Empirick, neceflarily atrend all
fuch Speculations. When we confider this,
we find, the leading [For Example] of Freind,
the fquaring a Purge exallly to the Conftitu-
tion of the Patient, draw Avenzoar's Words to
fquint more on his hated Solution ; but then
his Meaning is loft, his Words are perverted,
and the whole Scheme is a grofs Impofirion:
Indeed, the Sentence concludes ftronger than
we find in the Arabian; for he fancies, that
thofe Philofophers to be fo bufy, at a Sick-
bed, upon the nice Speculations he condemns,
that they thereby let {lip the Opportunity of
curing their Sick, which is a firange Suppoli-
tion: However, Freind, skilful in all fuch Im-

. G 2 provements,
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provements, tells us, That fuch Speculations
contribute very little to form a Judgment about
any right Method of Cure.

I think Avenzoar has now done his own
Buafinefs, and our Hiftorian’stoo. The former
is plainly an Empurick profefledly, as every
Phyfician took him to be; a Seét 1 cannot
commend, nor will I condemn: The laft is
his profefsd Corrupter, on a bafec View, to
find Slander on an excellent Work: But, if
the f{hining and glorious Titles of Avenzoar
had made Profclytes of Mead, and Freind,
(and I dare belicve they are his principal Con-
verts) and if from this Time they commence
Empiricks 5 how then has Phyfick been at a
Stand for thefe two or three Thoufand Tears ¢
and if Philofophy is altogether ufelefs, and that
Experience can only be depended on, what is
become of the Authority of Hippocrates, who
complains of the Fallacioufnefs of Experience?
Or * how do Matbhematicians talk [o intelligi-
oly, and comprebenfibly, even about abfirufe
Matters, (of no Account with the glorious
Avenzoar) when all Philofophy confounds Phy-
ficians with its Speculations. Can ever Ma-
thematical Learning be the diftinguifhing Mark
of a Phyfwian from a Quack? or can be that
is without this neceflary Qualification be as
ridiculons as one without Greek or Latin, when

T

* Mead’s Preface to his Book nf- Pﬁifons. ’
we

[
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we may be aflured, that Phyficians only per-
fectly practis'd after long Ufe, and a Jong Ex
perience, without any Afliftance from Philo-
fophy, or any Logical Reafoning. Thus we
find all the former high Pretences to Geometry,
Numbers, and Mathematical Learning, were
Lyures only, mere Shew, for bringing in the
credulous Pecople ;5 not that they ferve to any
good Purpofc themfelves; but that they begot
Admiration, and the Name of great Philofo-
phers to thefle Pretenders to Knowledge. At
prefent, perhaps, the Demonftration of the
Problem about purging Medicines has moved
their Gall, to fome great Excefs, and makes
them herd among the Empiricks, they very
much contemned. * The very Perfon too
who vowed Obedience to Sir Ifaac Newton,
and profefied himfclf a Difciple, is fhamefully
turned afide 5 and, in all Appearance, for his
having fupported the Reality, and Goodnefs of
the Demonftration.

It muft be confefled, that the Hiltory denies
Avenzoar to bave been an Empirick, tho it
be granted, that he is reckon’d fo by the Ge-
nerality of Woriters,

Surely never did any Man pretend fo much
to Infallibility as Freind, with his Mouth full
of Contradi¢tions: But we know how far we

T - i —_—
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are to believe him, efpecially when heaffirms,
not only againft the Generality, but againft
cvery Author, The Reafon for this Oppofi-
tion, to the Senfe and Opinion of all Phy-
ficians, is bold, and up to his common Cu-
flom s even, that it is natural to [ufpeci, that
thefe Writers had never read further than bis
Preface, which indeed does contain a Colleition
of Receipts ufed by Himfelf, and Otbhers.
This his credulous Admirers muft admit to be
a moft natural, and 4 moft modef! Sufpicion ;
that no Man, not {o much as the Authors who
tranflated him from the drabian into Latin,
and afterwards publifhed the Works, ever read
more of them than the Preface.  Rifum tene-
atis Amict |  None of Avenzoar's Admirers
cver rcad him ! No Body befides Dr. Freind
himfclf ! ’Tis true the Preface confifts of Rules
for preferving Health, and has more Receipts,
than we find in any other Part of the Book ;
but we need not go further than the Chapter
we lately have in Engltfh, to fee that he was
an Empirick 5 if we had not the Current Te-
ftimony of ail other Writers to that Effect,
Freind has contralted a Friendfhip with Stran-
gers, but to ferve an extraordinary Defign, and
yet he does not like their Company, was it
not for the Service he wants at this Time.

. The next Reafon for Avenzoar's not being
an Empirick, is becaufe he was bred in aPhy-
fical Family.  His Father, and Grandfather,
were Phylicians; fo were they Lampiricks.

But
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But a Man’s being born of a Phyfician, no
more makes him One, than his being born of
a Tub-preacher. We find how dangerous it is
to keep ill Company ;5 for the Hiftorian Ras
loft his Reafon, after keeping Company with
Empiricks 5 tho' he never was more than a
T hemifonian. Avenzoar, after all this Shew
of Argument, carry’d about him the Characte-
rittick of an Empzrick 5 for He depended whol-
ly upon Experzence, exclufive o: all manner
of Reafoning, in his Prattice s and Celfus,
having mentioned the Rational Phyficians,
who had improved the Prattice of Phyfick,
adds, That after them, was SERAPION, who
was the firft that affirmed, that Philofophy
and Reafoning did not belong to Phyfick, and
placed it altogether in Practice and Expe-
rience and from this their Profelfion
they were called Empiricks.

Now, however the Truth of Avenzoar’s
being an Empirick, may concern the Hiftory,
or its Author; it by no Mecans affe&ts the
Caufe for which He was brought to vouch.
Though I challenge Freind to make more
of him, than every Phyfician has already done;;
who had nothing but the Truth in their Vitw.
I fhould in the next Place, make fome Apo-
logy, for my being thus prolix in anfwering a
Heap of Calumny, that has not the leaft Ap-
pearance of Argument to {upport it 3 but as
the Slander is offer’d to, he thinks, a Credulous
World, and that under a Mask of Lcarning ;

the
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the Honour and Reputation of ever Phyfician,
more particularly of fome few, were necefs
farily to be defended againft a Flood of Defama-
tion, and Impudence, advanced in Oppofition
to all Truth and Learning. Had Avenzoar
ever dreamt of the Problem of purging Me-
dicines, and had he thought a Problem of this
kind could not be folved ; this had been no
great Wonder, nor the Solution not the more
impoflible. * Dotor Pifcairne, a Phyfician
equal to both Avenzoar and Freind, thoughe
fo too ; but he never pretended to form any
Objeltions againft the Solution, as he was well
difpofed to do, and better able than the Hifto-
rian 3 who, we may realonably fufpeét, knows
nothing of it at this Time. The Trick play'd
by Alchindus is nothing fo ingenious as the
Hiftory of King Gelo 5 the former is a mere
Stalking-horfe for the Difcharge of Calumny,
to carry it to more uncrring Execution ; or to
fecure his Retreat, if the poifon'd Dart does
not take Place.

The Defign of Alchindus is ftill unknown
to the Hiftorian, as are the real Defeéts of his
Scheme, about reducing the dangerous Ex-
tremes of the Qualities of Medicines to a fafe
Mcdium, and Equality, by the manner of com-
pounding them. The Attempt was furely
laudable, but it never could be put in Practice 5
becaufc his Phyfick-Principles were an Hypo-
thefis, and conje&tural 5 yet Alchindus, and old
Hualy, were eftcemed by their Contempora?cs

or
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for what they did ; as Mefie might have taught
our Author ; who tells us that * He, Mefue,
intended briefly to [bew in this Place, to what
Meafiire and Proportion every Medicine is to
be mixd with any other 5 [o that there
may refult a wholfome Remedy 5 taking our
View from their Property alone, wnot from
their Quantity and Quality ; for the Books of
old HavLy, and of ALCHINDUS feach that abun-
dantly.

It is then very manifelt, that the Pretence
of Avenzoar refleéting on Alchindus, is amere
Abufe. We will therefore proceed, and prove
that the Solution of the Problem, about the
Dofes of Vomiting and purging Medicines,
gives us true and ufeful Knowledge 5 and Ieads
us into Practices plainly fecuring the Lives of
Men, to the great Honour of Phyfick and
Phyficians. For as the Solution confifts of the
beft Reafoning ; fo it fets every Phyfician, who
underftands it, in the Rational Sect ; far above
the Hopes of the Empiricks. It inftruéts us,
about the real Difficulty of obferving the
ftrange Effects and Operations of a Vomit, ‘and
of a Purge; and tcaches us why their Effects
arc never the Subjett of Experience alone.
Conlequently, we dilcover why Experrence is
fallacious, and why the making a Fudgment
about it, is difficalt 5 10 the Solution is a Res

@ Canon, Univesf, pag. 13. Venet. 1602,
| - medy
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medy to the jult Complaint of Hippocrates,
in his itk Aphorifin. Now as thefe Difcove-
ries can never be made by infinite Experiments,
{o they never could be had among Empiricks 5
as Avenzoar was lately complimented for his
Experience and Judgment, two admirable Qua-
lities ; but what do neither belong to his Se&,
nor to his Hiftorian. In eftect, we are taught,
by the Solution, the proper Office both of Ex-
perience and Reafon in Phyfick ; which laft is
of fo great Ufe, in the Opinion of this abufed
Author, that * be thinks buman Reafon is not
of greater Ufe in any Part of human Life,
than it is in the Praciice of ‘Phyfick.

The Solution and Tables do not only ex-
plain the Difficulties propofed in the Problem ;
but lay open the real Want Phylick labours
under in refpet of every Medicine. Has Ex-
perience, after many Ages of Experiments of
Purging and Vomiting, taught us {o little, that
they are often adminiftred to the Hazard of Life,
and Reputation? What muft Men think of
our Knowledge of other Medicines, which
have nothing fo fenfible and obvious Effe&s,
and arc not {0 frequently given? Fefuits-
Powder the beft Specifick, in Freznd's Opinion,
does as much Hurt by mifapplying it, as the
Good had by its being properly adminiftred.
It muft be confefled, that of the little we know,

% Dedicat. to the Gogor,
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our Ignorance about Medicines, is by far the
greateft.

The Sum of what Phyficians knew of Vo-
miting and Purging Medicines, before the Pro-
blem was folved, was, that there were Medi=
cines of fuch an Operation; fome flronger,
fome weaker, fome more violent in their Opc-
ration, others more mild and gentle. Expe-
rience had taught Men, that a full grown Man
took fuch a Dofe, as killed a Child; that
two Men of full Age took very diffcrent Do-
fes to have a like Effet ; and that the fame
Man at different Times, tho' he did not labour
under a vifible Diftemper, was unequally purg-
ed by a Dofe, that formerly wrought kind-
ly and well with him. But the common Do-
{cs for Children of different Ages, are altoge-
ther unknown in Books of Phyfick; and this
was the only Length Experience had brought
us, about Medicines of the moft obvious Ope-

rations, in the Space of above Two thoufand
X edrs:

Phyficians talked, in general, that this Dif-
ference of Dofes was chicfly owing to the
different Ages of Men, to their various Con-
ftitutions and the infinite Changes in them ;
which Account fo {well’d and aggravated thefe
great Diflicultics, that they dcfpaird of ever
{urmounting them. Accordingly, we found
Bodies of learned Phyficians worthily confefling
thefc Wants, when the Problem was at firlt
gy H 2 . offcrd

e
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offer’d to be folved ;5 who, without doubt, re-
ceived great Pleafure by fo plain and fatisfattory
a Solution. Here we are taught, what we may
propecly call the Temperament, or Conflitution,
of a Man, and how tofind it : As alfo (which
is but the fame Thing) we may dilcover the
diffcrent natural Contftitutions, and their va-
rious Changes: All which is the Off-fpring of
R cafoning rightly.

What is more furprizing 5 we find better
Experience, and Obfervation, in forming the
T ables, than we can meet with in any Book of
Phyfick. The Errors in the Dofcs of Vomit=
ing andiPurging Medicines, upon pure Experi-
ence, are very grofs, and very many ; fo that
we¢ may rather wonder, that fo few have found
their Death in a Dole, than that many have
perifhed that Way. Authors had not any No-
tion of the mecan Dole of a Purge, taken by
one Man with another; they reckon’d quite
otherwife, from, wiz. its low Dofe to its high ;
and, by comparing any two Purges, the high
and low Dofes of them were in no manner
proportionable : Infomuch, that Phyficians, in
all Countries, computed the Dofcs of Purging-
Medicines after the fame Manner ; which, to
common Recafon, is very ablurd 5 whereas, we
now know, that the common Dofcs of purg-
ing and vomiting Medicines in England, Ger-
wany, Frauwce, and Italy, are as different as
the Bulks, and Confticutions, of the Men in
thele different Countrics, in their beft Health s

e
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befides all the Variety that arifes on the Ac-
count of their Sicknefs.

Thus the ftrongeft ObjeQtion of Lmpiricks,
againit the Ratiomal Phyficians, is obviated,
and diretly anfwered. AMedicines, fay they,
muft differ, according to the Nature of the
Country, wherem they are to be adminiftred s
and one Sort is wanted in ROME, another in
Acyer, and another im France. DBut it is
now manifeft, from the Solution, how this
Difference is perceived, and how we may
cqually prelcribe to it, as if there were no
Difference in the mention’d Countrics.

In Effeét ; the Perfeition of the Do&rine of
Dofes of purging and vomiting Medicines,
is {o very confpicuous, that none of the Difli-
cultics about the fatal and exceflive Operations
of thefe Medicines, but may be read upon
the Zables, however unavoidable they have
fometimes been thought to be. Should any
Phyfician be unacquainted with cither the 74-
bles, or Solution, he will il be {ubject to thefe
deadly Miftakes, whatfoever may be his boaft-
ed Pretences to Fadgment and Experience ; for
as they dire&t his Courfe fafely in the Practice
of Purging, fo they as furcly deteét his Er-
rors in the ill Pratice of them. We may
find, why a Child of Six Years Old is vomited
to Death by Fifteen Grains of Ipecaciania,
and Six Drachms of Oxymel of Squils 5 for, by
the TanLes, rhe Child takes doubl¢ the com-

mon
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mon Dofe of its Age: Bat, if the Child is of
that natural Conftitution, that is the moft ea-
fily vomited, in that Cafe, the Dofe is four
times what it ought to be: But if an Additi-
onal Difpofition to vomit arifes from any pre-
fent Sicknels, the vomiting Draught will ope-
rate in a valt greater Proportion. Thus is the
great Ufe of the Solution made appear, and I
hope that, hereafter, it will not prove a Han-
dle to Freind’s greatcft Admirers to refle® up-
on, and calumniate the Phyfician, who has
made the Difcovery : He, by all this falfifying
of Hiftory, plainly adds to the Solution, by his
Envy, what Pliny tells us Zeuxes writ under
his famous Picce of Penelope and the Wreft-
ler, Invifurum aliquem facilius, quam Imita-
durum.

I now perfuade my felf, that every Readee
is fenfiblc of the great Abufes offered to the
World in the Hiftory of Phyfick 5 and, if he
confiders the laft Arricle, about Avenzoar, the
great Difpleafure will be found more againt the
Author of the Solution of the Problem, than
againft the Solution itfelf; and that, if the
Hiftorian had a rcal Concern for Zrath and
Phyfick, in this Refle@tion, he would have
treated it after another Manner, and we
fhould have had from him more Argument,
Reafoning, and Clcarnefs, and lefs Boafting,
Declamation, and Railing. The corrupting
Hitory for mifreprefenting an Adverfary, may
hurt his Fame with a few, but the Infamy can

' | nevet
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never be wip'd off from the Perfon, who is
guilty of {o great a Crime, to ferve fo vile an
End, as that of Decfamation.

I do not entertain any Doubt of my having
given full Satisfattion about the right Inventor
of the Qintment, {o well efteemed by Freind,
and that it does not owe its Compofition to
Falloppius : The former indeed freely afligns
this Invention, but Fa/leppius cannot reccive
his Compliment : Thus much, however, we
may learn, that formerly there was no Fault
in inventing Medicines; and that it is only
unpardonable to invent any in the prefent Age.
I hope the People are not pofiefled with any
fuch Opinion ; for, in that Cafe, the wilelt
Courfe Phyficians could take, for fecuring
themfelves, fhould be, either not to invent Me-
dicines, or to conceal their having invented
them. The firft indeed might defervedly
bring Phyfick under the juft Contempt of
Mankind, but the Prudence of Phyficians,
in preferving themfelves from the Calumny
and Envy of a Party, and the fuppofed Weaka
nefs of the Populace, fhould be highly com-
mendable.

The manifeft Proofs of the foregoing Un-
truths in the Hiftory, fufhciently anfwer the
many Allegations that are found in it ; befides,
as they are not {upported with any Proof, the
bare Denial of them is enough from any Per-
fon, intended to be affelted by them. One
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Thing ftill remains to be made more plain,
which the Hiftorian, with fome Induftry, has
perplex'd 3 more efpecially, that the Reputati-
on of the College of Phyficians, in London,
feems to be very particularly affeCied, and
leflened by the Calumny. The popular Turn
oiven about Emprricks, and Secrer Medicines,
was not defign’d for any other Purpofc, but
to crcate a Jealonly of every Phyfician ; more
efpecially of fuch as are known to have a
Secret Medicine; it is therefore very proper,
that fuch plain, true, and honeft Notions may
be given of this Matter, as may enable the
People to judge for themfelves, and, in a great
meafure, to fecure themfclves againft fome
Abufcs they are unavoidably fubje&t to: For,
as on the onc Hand, a Quack, or any other
defigning Perfon, may delude a Man with 2
Secret Medicine, extoll’d for the Cure of fome
Difeafc; fo, on the other Side, the Danger is
not lefs from high Promifcs, and pretended
Lecarning ;s but is rather greater, by drawing
the credulous Populace, by the Lump, into
the Snare, who are thereby fubjefted to every
Abufc; while, in the former Cafe, it reaches
to fome Particular only. A Shew of Know-
ledge, Vertue, Humility, Religion, and of the
fﬂdgmmr in another Life, artfuliy manag'd,
arc far more like to delude good, well-mean-
ing Men, than the moft pofitive Aflurances
of Health from a Quack, or Mountebank efpe= |
cially : for every body is naturally diffident of |
the moft plealing Promifes of fuch ignorant |

# Impoﬂorh |
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Impoftors ; whereas few arc able to defend
themfelves againft {0 high Pretences to Know-
Jedge, varnifhed over with the pleafing Colours

of Religion and Firtue ; for who would not
willingly believe a Perfon they thus cfteem?

But all this Anxiety; raifed induftrioufly a-
mong the Pcople about a Noffrum, is imper=
tinent ; and can only tend to their Difquict
and Uneafine(s, or merely to deftroy the
Charater of a Phyfician, on Occalions; with
his Patient : Few Medicines are known to
the People 5 the reft are Secrets, Medicines
then are commonly taken, upon the good
Opinion the People have of the Perfon who
prefcribes them ; and not from their own
Knowledge of them ; which Opinion ought,
in Reafon, to be grounded on a Fame, and
Guood- Name, obtained by an honourable and
fuccefsful Pra&tice. Nothing is more precious
than Life, which Pcople fhould guard with
the greatelt Caution ; and as nothing is more
divine than to give, or reftore Life, f{o
no Chara&er, befides this, fhould recom-
mend a Phyfician 5 without confidering by
what Medicine that is compafled. And
therefore all the high and Canting Ex-
preflions; againft a Secret Medicine, are fo
many Snares only, ilaid to catch Credulous
People.  Befides, as the Knowledge cither
of the Operation of Medicines, or of the
true Circumftances of the Difcafe, when any
Medicine excells another, is ftill a Secret kepe
| olieaE o Yl v

£
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from Phyficians ; fo the moft ignorant only
pretend to this complete, and more perfect
Knowledge of Medicines 3 infomuch, that the
learned Phyficians, who think fit to have a
fecret Medicine, will at any Time oblige them-
felves to anfwer directly to any Queftion, that
can be put to them about their Secret, with-
out informing the boafting Pretenders about it :
So little do they know in Reality about Me-
dicines. This DBugbear, then, of Secrets,
feems rather to frighten People from Phyficians
that have a Noffrum, into the difcretionary
Management of a Nothing- Man.

As the learned Phyfician, who has a Secret,
chiefly referves it for his doing greater Good ; {0
he certainly lays himfelf under greater Care
thereby, than when he prefcribes to a Shop:
For he makes himfelf accountable, both for
the Efficacy, and the true Preparation of his
Medicine 5 the Blame juftly falling upon him-
felf only, when it cither fails of Succefs, or
is hurtful in its Operation. Whercas we fre-
quently find the Nozhzng-Men mightily help’d,
in the Shop, where an inconfiftent Medicine
is duely prepared ; and when the greateft Share
of its Hurt is thrown upon the Apothecary.
On this Account, it is no wonder that Phy-
fick, and Phyficians, are too juftly the Con-
tempt of their Servants ; nor will it ever be
otherwife, by any Power that can be vefted in
the Faculty, till Prefcriptions are the Off {pring
of Judgment, and formed according to ArtN.

ow
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Now as the People may rightly diftinguifh
between a true Phyfwian (whatever Degree he
may hold among the Rational and Empirick
SeCts) and a Quack, who has ncither the Ex-
perience of Difeales, nor of Medicines, and
who far lefs can reafon about them; I may
conclude, that a Secret Medicine is not really
any Handle for, or an Occafion of, abufiug
the People 5 as alfo, that the People are as little
obnoxious to Impolfition from the Faculty, as
from any other Set of Men; but, efpecially,
if we confider that Ximgs, and Parliaments,
have particularly guarded the Lives of the Peo-
ple againft any Abufes, that may arife from
the Ignorance, or from the Impofture of Phy-
{ficians, to the utmoft of their Wifdom, and
Power ; infomuch, that ignorant Phyficians
cannot eafily creep into the College, if its
Guardians are not very wanting, or the Truft
depofited with them is not betrayed,

No Man then ought to fufpe&t fo great a
Remifsnefs in the whole Body, as that any,
1o much unqualified, can poflibly mix in that
Society. It is true, this Fence of a College
is thrown down in the Hiftory of Phyfick ; for
if any Credit were to be given to what we
commonly read there, no Place is more cor-
rupt than this Seat of Phyfick. Prefidents and
learned Members, like other learned Phyficians,
have fecret Medicines, and arc Quacks; in the
Judgment of the Hiftorian. Can the great
Check upon Igmorance and Quackery, be-

I2 come
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come a Neft of Quacks, and Abridgers of
the Materia Medica ¢ Where fhall the Wif-
dom of the Nation, in its deepeft’ Conful-
tations for the Honour of Phyfick, and the Se-
curity of the Lives of the People, find any
Means more proper for that End than a Col-
lege, efpecially, as it was firft eftablifhi’d? No
Method can be better adapted to the Purpofe,
and every Man muft acknowledge, that it has
fully anfwered the End, till within half a Cen-
tury, that Mecafures have been taken to ruin
the Defign, by advancing the great Grievance,
which called for a College, for its Redrefs. In
this laft Period, Phyficians, indeed, have had
fewer Secrets ;5 but then they have wonderfully
abridged the Stock of Difeafes, and the Mate-
ria Medica, proportionably, atthe fame Time :
It is then very remarkable, that the College of

Phyfictans, and Secret Mcdicines, have the fame
common Enemics.

I avoid fearching deeper into this Affairs
there is enough faid to apprize every Body of
the Defign of this Slander about Noffrums, or
Secrer Medicines; I fhall further only obferve,
that the great Author of this Calumny has a
far berter Opinion of the Perfon he would
thus cxpole, than either he would imprefs up-
on his Readers, or that Perfon may deferves
for, in the Hiftory, an Author is commended,
becaufe, in the Cure of Fluxes, he inveighs
againft a Praltice the Hiftorian peremptorily fol-
lowed, but what, it fcems, he now intends ta

relinquifh,
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relinquifh., The fame Author, on the other
Hand, ftands corretted for an Error very coms
mon among all other Phyficians; into which
alfo the Frzends had formerly fallen: Yet both
the Praifes, and Correltion, are drawn from
a Work of the Phyfician they fludy to mifrepre-
fent in the World.

~ A thitd Author is, likewife, honourably

mention'd for his great Art in f{cparating the
conftant and permanent Symptoms of a Dif=
cafe, from fuch as arc only cafual and acciden-
tal ; but, as this Skill is, at prefent, very fin-
gular and ufeful, we might have wifl'd that
one Example of this Knowledge had been pro-
duced in the Hiftory. It is certain, that Freind
neither knows the Method, nor the Phyfician he
hints, or why fhould he wonder that the Symp-
toms of Difeafes are in great Numbers ; {ince the
true and falfe Symptoms are both recited toge-
ther in Books of Phyfick ? So far ought a learned
Phyfician be from being furprized at this Med-
ley of Symptoms, that he fhould know it to
be unavoidable among Empiricks ; asalfo, that
that this is the proper Bufine(s of the Ratzo-
nals, to part thefe falfe Phenomena from the
real which they accompany : But, by the Sur-
prize of the Hiftorian, it is very manifeft, that
he is ftill a very great Stranger to the Art of
feparating Symptoms, and that cither his Ara-
bian Author knew as little of this Matter as
himfelf, or that he was fo dull as not to un-
derftand his Difcovery.

Dottor .
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Doltor Sydenham thought this Knowledge,
of parting the conftant Symptoms of Difeafes
from their cafual and accidental, fo neceflary,
and ufeful, that Phyfick could never be
pra@isd with any mcafure of Certainty and
Satisfaction, till Phyficians had attain’d fome
Degree of that Art; yet he declared, that Phy-
fick ftill labour’d under that Want.

Freind, in all his Shew of Knowledge, has,
very juftly, as high an Efteem for this Art of
{eparating the truc Symptoms of Difeafes from
the falfe, that do immediately proceed from
it, yet, in the Capacity of a Judge, he aflumes
to himfelf, he makesover the Difcovery to an
Arabian, and that {0 poorly, that he himfelt
does not know what his Author has difcover'd :
It was fufficient for him to have impofed up-
on the World, and to have perfuaded them
that he and his Author had the Secrez. DBut
from this Account, nothing is more obvious,
than the different Reprefentation given of an
Adverfary by Friend, when he adopts his Opi-
nions, and when Envy prompts him to blacken
and mifreprefent the Phyfician. In the Hifto-
ry, the Empirick, with a Noffrum, overturns
the favourite Practice of Opiates and Aftrin-
gents, yet, he is reprefented to be Mafter only
of one Receipt., This Lmpirick, who has not
the Ule of his Reafon, is pilfer'd, in diftin-
guifhing the true Symptoms of Difeafes from

the
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the falfe, though that be the true Bufinefs of
Reafon.

This Mifreprefentation is clandcftine, and in-
duftrioufly conceal'd from the Obfervations of
Readers; but the Hiftorian fhould not think
that Phyficians have loft their Memory, no
more than theirKnowledge, as often as his Oc¢-
cafions require it.  If all Books are bad, Dottor
Freind's, in his own Opinion, are not ; yct, in
onc of them, the Phyfician he now reprefents
as an Empirick, is, very defervedly of him,
acknowledg'd to be among the firft Rank of
the Rationals. Strange Infolence ! ftrange Con-
tempt of the People! ftrange Opinion of their
Credulity! that by his Fzef, any Man is chan-
oed from being Rational, to become Irratio-
nal. Fremmd, in his Book of the Menftrual
Flux, commends his prefent Adverfary for a
Difcovery in one Article of that Enquiry; and,
befides, aflures his Readers, that he was moit
knowing in the Animal Qeconomy, which is
the Rationale of Amatomy, {o much wanted
in the Hiftory, and is truly the Bafis of the
rational Phyfick. But as no Man can believe any
Author fo vain, and fo infolent, as to pretend
to make and unmake Phyficians; thefe are his
Words: * 1t will be very proper to invefiie
gate, in this Place, the ORI1GINE of the FUuL-
NEsS, and to fhew the Canfes, why the Men-

% Emmenalog. 2. 1.
Srual
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Serual Tlux does not begin before the Second
Seven Years, nor does not laft after the Seventh
Seven s cufus rei rationem primus tradidit Vir
#n OECONOMIA ANIMALT f[cientiffimus, Cock-
BURNUs. Now, asthis looks more like Frenzy
than Malice, I hope the moft credulous of his
Admirers will not lift with a Perfon under any
of thefe Denominations.

The Difcoveries at prefent calumniated,
with an Appearance of Learning and Virtue,
were the Envy of fome Phyficians; long be-
fore Dr. Freind kept ill Company 5 but then
the Calumny was left to Officers, in the Lan-
guage of a Chief ; who, in length of Time,
were difcovered, and their Slander loft its
Efficacy and Power ;5 while; by a long and
conftant Courfe of doing well, the injured
Perfon wore out the Dirt that had been thrown
upon him. It muft be acknowledged, that
the Diligence of the Officers equalld the Ma.-
lice of their Mafters 5 for they never failed, not
only to afperfc their Enemy, but fome of them
renderd his PrefcriptionsineffeGual, violent, and
dangerous, as often as 1t was in their Power,
The prefent Attack, under a Mask of Vir-
tue, Knowledge, and the Love of Mankind,
is much fairer ; did we not know that the
Defperatenefs of their Caufe, drives thele great
Matfters of Scandal, to the Neceflity of pub-
lithing their own Calumnics to the World.

This
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Chis was anciently the Cafe of Galen s for
was perpetually perfecuted with the Ca-
anies of a defperate Cabal of Phyficians in
e, but whom we now find recorded in
Ery, with the black Chara&ter given them
the Good and Great Emperor Marcus Au-
us Antoninus, that They were Covetous,
|vséi;éam, Envious, Slanderers, &c. The
aralter of Apocauchus, in the Hiftory of
tﬁck, and the applauding his Murther,

| no les merit a Place with Pofterity,
if behaving with intolerable Infolence, nas
al to all Cowards, juftly calls for their gen-
and deferved Corre&tion of Murther; we
ght know who ftands fair for the Prefer-
:nt: though both Apocanchus, and the Hifto-
n deferve a better End.

ol NIy



















