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ORI R TR A
To the Inhabitants of
London and W eftminfler.

Do\ T s ordinary  with
S WS Wraters for o fer a
s &dl  Perfon of Diftinction's
Name at the Begin-
ning of their Performances, cither
to tell the World the Valne of
their Bencfactors, or to recom-
mend to it, wunder a Patron’s
Protection, the Virgin Effay.
That 1 might wot break Rule, 1
bhave; in [ome [ort, (ubmitted to
Cuftom, though the Novelty of -
the Thing itel, without (uch a
Method, had been [ufficient to
antroduce 1t to the Receptionof 2
Curious Age. 1 could find none
[0 proper to patromiziethis Piece,
as they, for whofe Service it was
wrote 5 that great Love, which 1
A2 - owe

opopnorotes dpcevapesoonon
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the Varieties of the Four Seafons,
( comparatively [peaking ) were
camirz’z,’d i the Four fir b Months
“of this Tear : 1 [ay, thele Confide-
rations put togetherthreaten Sick-
nefs, and bid us look about us ;

' Health gives a Relifh to all Blef-

fings, and, 1 had almoft [ard, 18

is the only temporal one you juftly
can be [(md to engoy at this Day,
(the Prefs being not Ziwééd to tell
wherein. the Health of the Body
natural confifts) and upon it your
Happine(s and Rife depends, and
collaterally, the Felicity of all Eu-
rope.

Running over Part of what
has been f.fid Lately on the Subject
of the Plagne, I was forry to find
Jome, whom you deferve better
from, handle fo ferions a Thing,
with little Regard to Publick, and

great
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be, where, their Method does not
advance it. oAs a certzin Ac-
guaintané:c of mine in the City,
eemed to, have a preity good
Underftanding in Algebra,  yet
15 weakned fo far by bis Know-
ledge, as to reckon, Virgil, Ho-
race, and other {peaking Natures,
of great Prejudice to Mankind,
and thinks there is wo  Inftru-
tion ufeful in Life, where Al
gcbra 25 mot the Ground Work.
A Fondnefs of this Kind betrays
a Narrowne(s of Thought, and
Jrews the Man, who ufes it, to
\have but a wvery flender eAc-
| quaintance with Nature, for the.
Streams of Knowledge flow in
Lﬁpdmte Channels, without con-

founding each other 5 and he who
rightly obfercves the Source where
\every Kind Jprings, may, with

Eﬁﬁ,
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Eafe, know their various Cour~
Jes  though be 1s perhaps  car-
ried down but by one or two ?-C |
them with Pleafure, time not al-
lowing bum to expertence every
Branching  Current. ~ Nature
wears the [ame Face now that
fhe did a Thoufand Tears ago ;
Canfes and Effects are as then,
and Mens Faculties ;5 be‘ver.
QOur Times may reafonably be (up-
pofed the mqﬁyLmigwd, y&ecinﬁ
of onr larger Experiences. Paft
cdges ferve us. We obferve the
Ancients as far as they go along
with Navure, but no further ;.
there are Ervors of long Stan-
ding ; eAbfurdities are found
dreffed wup 1 Greek, as well as
i Englith 5 but the 1deaof Truth
15 flill the (ame : What Lear-
ning has not this Age improv'd ?
What
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What eminent Men  has not our
Kingdoms (of late) producd :
We are beholden, (independent of
all preceeding Syﬁemj 1o 4 mo-
dern Harvey, for our Knowledge
of the Powers actuating the littie
World ; and to a contemporary
Newton, for omwr better unders
ftanding thofe of the Greater, we
muft own ourfelves indebted, as
muft all the learned World. I
need not inftance others, he who
now  keeps us all awake, [hews,
that a moré than Greek or Ro-
man Eloquence 1s reftord.  The
Royal Lantern of Britain, can-
not be objewr'd to Britons.

That Light which 'brfngs to View the horrid Scene;
When rofe the Ills of which we all complain.

That Light, by which we’re taught thefafelt Way,
To. {teer our Courle in this teo dang’rous Seas

The Rﬁﬂeﬁz’ﬂm which are here
- a pre-
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prefented to you are entirely in
their own Drels, genmine, and
without Ceremony. I have gi-
wen the whole a tamiliar Phrafe,

avoiding all Ornament and Ele-

gance of Stile, which might de-
lude the Reader from the Matter
in  Hand, 1 defire it [hould
meet with Candidne(s ; but from
Per[ons who areunconfir d in their
Sentiments, who confult their Un-
derftanding, regardle(s of noify
Aflent ; Perfons who have no
Need of being courted to a Perufal
by Sounds. |

Things countenanc'd from Cu-
ftom and Ule, and not for the
Virtuc 2 them, or Good they db,
are generally found to be the moft
cloging Mifchiefs, # fecond Na-
tare, hard tobe [haken off. Thus
Encmics, by often eAccefs, mee;

wit
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with a Treatment due only to
Friends, and Things, moft  pre-
gudicial to our Welfare, are tole-
rated and eftablifbed, becaufe
Men are not [o bravely bold, a5 to
ftand up againft Cuftom; or look

- 1nzto the real Conftitution of that
- which they find in Being when

they come into Power, or to Years
capable of making 2 Judement.
Lwonld perfewade you in time, to
endeavour the removing ont of the
Way thofe Obftacles, which, if
continued, may, one time or other,
be of immenfe Diflerice to yon.
Every eMan is willing to mi; a
NMonthful of frefb Awr when be
can, but the Inhabitants of great
Towns are, for the moft part,

| coﬂfn’d 5 therefore, what is beft
| 20 be done under fuch 4 Mceﬁ{y,

'] /mw mmade it mYy Emﬁm $ 10"
3 2 eﬁqm're;
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enquire 5 your Obfervance will
fﬁj%céem[y recompence my Endea-
wvours, and anfwer the Height
of my Ambition, and will, (I
don't queftion) be inflrumental |
to the long Duration of them two
Bleflings, which London and
Wettminfter are (aid 10 have
united, above all other great Ci-
ties, 1 mean thofe ineftimable
omes, Health apd Liberty, both

of which may you always en-
~ Reafon being not confin'd to
particular Socictics or Corpora-

tions, / who am Independent,
ufe it by the great Rule of Na-
ture, with proper Reftraint ; and

1 hope that the Gentlemen, whe
find them|elves Lifted on the con-'
trary Side, will do their Judg-

ments fo much Juitice, as tfo come

o
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into my. Opinion, which they
cannot ~well  avoid  doing, of
when they handle this Subjelt,
they do not lofe Sight of Na-
BUITE: 24 OEV | |

If theve happens to be an Ob-
jection ftarted to the Title, N Ew
DiscovERry, # 15 anfwered
in this, That however the Pligne
has ﬁeu; heretofore - defcribed,
e t ofitions of its being
:.{n Inﬁﬁzrc always preﬁimpf
tive, none having attempted,
before: now, to make it appear

‘to be fuch by felf evident De-

monftration. j The Foreign Pld-_--
ces which J require your Confide-
ration of when 1 come upon the

| true Caule of 7he Plaguc’s raging,
I 'hawe bad the Curiofity to fee :
' your Condition confirain'd me to
an Earneftne(s of Expreflion, #2

blaming
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blaming their Manners, whic
otherwife, 1 fhould not have done
it being inconfiftent with good
Behaviour  to repeat  People’s
Faults, when neither the mending
of them, or Advantage of the
Hearer, can be propos d.

I found it could be of little
Ule to the Publick, to increafe
Paragraphs, by -m&king up Re-
ceipts againft the Plague, ‘which
by the Variation of Simples,
might be done ad infinitum :
ednd indeed, other Papers are
fo full of them, it would be
difficilt to_find any thing new.
But in Cafe there was Qccafion,
L think, of all the Collettions
Jet forth, nane ought gﬁioﬂer ta
be bad Recourfe to, than thofe
of the Second Part of thar Treas

- tife,
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tife, given Gratis ; that Paper
having the whole Scene of Ser-
vice during that Sicknels, and
Remedies  [uited to all Ranks
\and  Conditions, very eafy to
come at, and [afe to ul.

The Reader, 1 is hoped, will
\excufe the Want of the Writer's
Name, whith he avoids  [ub-
cribing, to the Intent, that the
Concealment of the Perfon's
Character may turn the Eye
ore clofely upon the [olid Worth
f the Thing, by which it ought
o ftand or jall ; for we fec e-
ery Day, that the Nature
f an Argument is differently
onftrued, being approved or con-
emn'd, as it [quares with the
tation, or popular Reputa-
ion of the Mantainer®; and

‘ 7208







New Difcovery
Of the NaTure of the

PLAGUE,@T;

Swamemel| HE N a Thing is of fo
= | high a Nature as to con-
cern every Body, and that
in the firft Degree, the
Judgment form’d on it
| ought to be without Pre-
judice; becaufe the greateft Good, or
the greateft Hurt depends upon the Con-
fequence. Therefore ’tis expedient, thaj
Men who freely give their Opinions, anc
would give only theirs, fhould lay a{lidé
' that
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that Deference juftly made in Matters of
an inferior Import to Charaéter and Pro-
feflion,at leaft.till fuch time, as they who
pretend to be the propereft Judges, agree
among themf{elves in an abftrufe Affair,
the folving of which is not a little diffi-
cult. Too great Sagacity cannot be us'd
in Information, nor Caution in Inftruti-
on; for when the Crowd has once {wal-
low'd the Beliefof any thing, all Reafon
is born down; no Argument will be
liftened to: it is fo, fucha one has faid it;
is all the Satisfa&tion you can meet with:
But when a Subjeé& is i Controverly,
there is room to put in a Word ; and the
only way to reconcile a Dilpute, and
come at the Truth, is to learch into
Matter of Fa&t.

Almighty Wifdom has given us leave
to trace Second Caufes up to what may
be called their proper Origins or Founs
tains, whence they derive their various
Powers, that {o the Nature of many Evils
being once known, and Strength dif
cover'd, Methods may be taken to the
intire Extirpation of them. Of all the
Difeafes to which the human Nature is
expos'd, that of the Pr A U E is, by the
common Confent of thefe Parts of the
World, voted the greateft, the moft per-

nicious



| v
the Nuture of the PLAGUE. 3

nicious Enemy. The very Name of Plague
naturally fills Mens Minds with Ideas of
the blackeft Apprehenfions, arifing from
a Conicioufnefs of that Havock and De-
firuction, which it always brings along
with it, wherever it comes. Therefore
how to avoid or oyercome its Force,
muft be a Knowledge very agreeable and
welcome to all, and which is beft attained
by infpecting into its Nature or Being,
and examining into the Means of its
living or fubfting.

"The Title-page gives each Reader a
Right of claiming in thefe Sheets a very
important Subje¢t handled with ftrict Re-
gard to his Benefit and Improvement, in
order to anfwer {uch an End, and cut a
fhort Way to Truth. I {hall not embar-
rafs the Mind, nor divert it from the fe-
rious Attention it ought to have (efpeci-
ally) to Matter of Fact, by enumerating
the feveral Difeafes, confulting Climes
and Air, fumming up the Numbers of
thofe who fuffered by the Peft; when
and where it raged, its Symptoms, and
what Philtres and Dofes may be prepar’d
to dety it,with a hundred*fuch other tedi-
ous and amufing Tales, entirely foreign
to the Bufinefs in hand, feeing I don't
' Propofe here to be of the received Opi=
B 2 ~ niom,
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nion, or to difpute, or fpend Time in
trifling with thofe, who give the Difteme
per a Being, wherever their Fancy builds, -
‘For when the Caule is affign’d by {ome
of them, the very Arguments defigned
for the confirming of the Affertion com-
monly deftroy the firlt Hypothefis, plain
Contradictions appearing almoft in every
Paragraph. My Defign in the Sequel 15
to fhew, that there can be no Account
made, whence the Plague firft comes, or
where it has its Origin or Rife, but that
it is wholly owing to the immediate Aé&
of (no human Capacity capable of giving
a tolerable Reafon to the contrary) the
Caufe of all Caufes, nothing in Nature
efficiently producing it.And if in the Series
of the Difcourfe any thing be met with,
which overturns the Labours of others
on this Head, it is only that it happen’d
{o to fall out : For when we know,what a
thing certainly is, "tis unavoidable but we
muft gather what it isnot.

~ The Confideration that all, in what
Condition or State {oever, are {fuddenly
leized with the Plague, and that often
its deepeft Effe@s are as {udden, will
eafily lead us to its Nature, which is a
{ubtle, adtive poilonous Body or In-
fect, very minute, levelled at the'D.eca:}rf
| | 0
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of the human Nature, and living on and
fubfifting by the virulent Matter in the
Body, or in the Steams or Effluvias
flowing or flown from the Body, the Air
being no more to it, than it is to Birds
or Eggs, which too great Cold would
ftarve, and anunnatural Heat deftroy or
burn.
At its firft appearing among us, Provi-
- dence feems more immediately concern’d,
as alfo it does at its leaving us ; for no
Care is neglected to prevent its coming,
and when it is once in Pofleffion, its Ali-
ment being infeparable from the Nature
of Man, the Expulfion of it is as unac-
countable. |

Effluvias, Steams or Scents of Beafts,
Birds and Vegitals muft be allowed to
be the pureft Subftance of the different
Species, and thofe great Varieties are di-
ftinguifhed with a wonderful Diftinétion
by Man, Beaft and Bird, at a very great
diftance; we who have the Senle of
{fmelling find it very exquifite and defi-
ning. ‘The Dog nofes his Mafter, and
follows him as he does the Deer or Hare;
Pidgeons divide their Scents,and carry at
incredible Lengths; and every fenfible
Being tends to its like, or what will af-
ford it Support. '

All
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All Difeafes take a gradual Courfe in
fitting the Parts to Corruption ; and that
the Corruption of one thing is the Ge-
neration of another, is held for 3 Maxim
long fince. Now what {ufficiently argues
the Plague an Infect, is, that great Dil-
patch, which it makes through the many
Powers and Parts of the Body, that often
the Party infected inftantly falls into all
the Convulfions, having no preceding
fign or Alarm given. This {fudden Effect
is very confiftent with the Definition of
the Plague ; for when we confider, that
the Time of that Infe&’s generating has
a Proportion to its Minutenefs,we mult
believe it inconceivably fhort, fince it is
manifeft that the Animal is indivifibly
{fmall ; for thoufands of Infects appear by
the heip of a Glafs, where the vifive Fa-
culty could not difcern one without fuch
Affiftance ; which greatly promotes the
Reafonablenefs of this Hypothefis, and
nearly refleCted on. will remove a great
many oppofite to it. '

The * volatile Maxims cannot find Fa-
vour with the intelligible, if it is allowed
that the three Angles of a Triangle are

']

RN

¥ Mead, p. 13, 155 17:
¢ equal
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equal to two right ones; for no Body
dead in it felf can communicate of its
Virtue to another Body without a Lofs
in Proportion to the other’s Gain. "Lhus
it is with the L oadftone; thus itis with
Poifons. Who is it, that will maintain,
that the Loadftone fuffers no Lofs by the
Tron that has but juft touch’d it, and af-
terwards performs an A¢ differing from
the Nature of fimple Iron? Or who ishe
he, that will affirm contrary to the daily
Experience made with Poiftons, which are
fo divided or kill’d by Oils and other
Matter, that they can have little or no
Power over the Body ? Befides, however
Imagination runs with refpect to the fiyng
Nature of faline Particles,quite inanimate,
it isindifputably true,that noPart of Matter,
however quick, (by the Form and Con-
fitence of its Particles) can bave a Mo-
tion from it felf, but depends altogether
in its feeming Volubility upon” the Force
of another Body, which pufhes it on or
draws it to. Thus we fee the Fire ex-
pells the Smoak, likewife Coal-pits throw
up their Damps; the Sun exhales, and
the Loadftone attraéts. Thole Parts of
Matter, that lye {catter’d in the Elements
of Air and Water, which are of a dif-
ferent Nature to the Body round them,

- yet
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yet make their way towards the Center
by their own Gravity, or that wonderful
Attraétion peculiar to the Earth’s Center.
Thefe Partsate often born up and delay’d
in their Progrefs by the Violence and
Strength of the circumambient Matter,
yet ftill they keep to their own Nature;
no Interruption can alter their Qualities.

We may infer from thefe very natural
and familiar Propofitions; that the Plague
muft not, cannot be a dead Matter ; for
if it were, it could not divide its Power
without a Diminution of its Strength ;
it could not give of its Quality to ano-
ther Nature, and yet at the fame time
retain it ; it could do no more;than what
is commonly effeéted by things of a poi=
fonous Nature; that is, to Kill it felf, with
the Perfon who took it, and the laft but
a Chance,according as Preparatives were
for or againft it : then it is pofitively de-
ny’d to have a Derivation or Extraétion
from Diftemper, or Concordance with
other virulentQualities,tho’ it often works
by all their Helps, but is referved with-
in its own fingular Species.

That a clearer Light may be given,an
eafly Example will be neceflary, and to6
Demonftration the following one, will
prove the Plague to be that Body, wllzich'

ere
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prey’d upon its proper Food,and increas’'d
accordingly ; having found great Plenty
in the difeafed, and Scarcity in the
healthy Perfon ; their different Difpofiti-
ons before being no other,than what was
common with Health, and the Nature of
Difeafe. :

Trees and Vegitals fuffer often, and
that Seafon propitious to one Kind, is
deftructive to another. That Rots and
Blights muft be the Work of. /nfects, pe-
culiar to the different Natures of Trees
and Plants, their Fruits,Leaves and Roots
tell us; for oft we find them indented and
eat in Holes ; and that a Blaft could not
occafion this, the little Rings of Decay
in the Leaves fhew, when all the other
Part is whole, and in its proper Hue,
which 2 Wind would have wither'd, or
a bad Air deftroy’d, without fuch Re-
{erve. ' | '

What Country thefe Infects come from,
or what Weather brings them, or whe-
ther or no they are the Growth of our
Country,I fhall not be inquifitive about ;
but let pafs now, what may be more fit in
anotherDifcourfe. But fure I am, tis a great
way for thofe little Things to travel from
Greenland orRuffia hither, without baitin g
on the Way, or their Eggs fheltering ‘in

fome
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fome Merchandice or other.But they may
come, if they are minded ; for there are
no Ridges of Mountains to interrupt their
Voyage, neither * Atlas nor Cazar:ajﬁ: ftand
in the Way : We may have them from
America, the quite contrary fide of us,for

- ought I can gather. But whence they

are is not pofitively agreed on by the
Literati. The moft rational Defcrip-

 tion we have had as yet of the Plague is
“at a lofs to reconcile itfelf, fubverting in

one Place, what it has eftablifhed for a
Maxim in another ; for we are told 1,
that the common People in the Country,
finding the Opinion to be true, that Ea/i-
erly Winds bring a Rot to Roots and fome
Herbs, they, to prevent fuch a Confe-
quence, when Winds blew from that
Quarter in the Seafon,made Fires of Chaff
and Rubbifh to the Windward of their
Gardens, the Smoke of which coming
with the Wind, they found, fav’d their
Roots, by deftroying the Infecf. And a
little after we are told, That the Turnips
to the Weft of London were deftroyed by
an Eafterly Wind, fergetting that the
Smoke of the whole City came with the

* Bradley, p. 39, 40.  lhid. p. 44, 45-
i el o Wind
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fpeedily all that Bloom and Shew, to its
primitive indigefted Confufion. |
Let us reft where we are: A too cu-
' rious Inquiry is not our Bufinefs. Men
~ have Knowledge fufficient, if they will
but turn it on proper and {fuitable Objects.
Caufes tightly difpofed will give great
Infights, and the Excellency of fome have
filled others with Admirations not be-
coming of Rationals, equal in Dignity
with thofe Capacities,which only a diffe-
rent Application made feem fo much a-
bove them. We ought ftill to fubmit to -
thofe Secrets in Nature, which are rang’d
far above our fhort Reach. An able Phy-
fician and Anatomift, who underftands
the Structure of a human Body, and the
Ufe of all its Parts, will tell us, that if
fuch and fuch a Veflel is broke, or put
from its Place, and thereby made inca-
pable of performing its proper Function,
the Body muft die for want of Affiftance
from that Part.on which it more immedi-
ately depends: And likewife a Naturalit
may eafily prove (or indeed any Body
may) that an ‘Air too thick or too fine to |
be breath’d in, muft have the fame Effet
with no Air at all.  But when we fee a
Perfon fall down dead in the Street, in 2
Place of 2 good Air,who wis the Minute
i ' before



i

14 o4 New Diftoveryof 4
before in perfect Health, and had been
always “healthy, and had no Warning
from any Indication of this fudden Death
or End ; How this comes to pafs, our
Notions are too fcant to determine ; it is
tranfcendently beyond Man’s - limited
Profpett,to fubftitute even the bare Image
of a Caufe. _

This great Evil of the Plague is recorde
ed by ancient Writers, to owe its Rife
to very differing and indiret Beginnings;
fo that for a Man to judge abruptly
whence it {prings, or to give a loofe tc
an Argument on this Subjet, gives a
Ground to the World for believing, that
a due Regard 1s not had to Providence:
For however exprefs'd varioufly, all the
learned in all Ages have thewn in their
Writings fomething of a Spirit acknow-
ledging a Divine Hand, to which moft of
them refligned, when wearied with fol-
lowing the Clue. They knew.that a {u-
preme Engine weilded all natural Inftru-
ments here below. Now it will be very
congruous with Chriftian Principles,for us
to be aflured, that bad Angels have Per-
miflions given them,as well as the good
are commiflioned,and that thofe Plagues,
which followed the pouring out of the
Vials in the Apocalyps, were fent fos tll‘le

' ' Faults
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open to all the Tyrannie of malignant
Diftempers. We have feen in fome Ad-
miniftrations, the Scenes of Intempe-
rance and Debauchery prefented with
ftrong Advantages, thaded by high Ex-
ample, opening the Sluices of all man-
ner of Vices, and refigning the Reins of
Prudence up to the Impetuofity and Hur-
ry of brutal and fenfual Defire, which
brought on Men every Kind of Sicknefs,

~and all Sort of Evils; butall this while,
there has been no Plague, People were

~ often prepared for its Entertainment,
and had there been but the {malleft
Brood of this prolifick Réptile among s,
it often would have found, from the a-
bove Opportunities, a Field large enougli

to rage in. |
Again, thofe Difeafes, mialignant in
their Kind, call'd Catching, as the Small
Pox, Meafle;, and others, cannot bé
fuppofed of a peftilential Nature ; forno
Perfons’s feiz’d by any of them, but what
finds a Difcompofure growing to the Di-
ftemper, (though fome fooner than o-
thers) by a regular Progreflion, never
“Wwithout warning, how violent foever, dif-
. pofing the Body to Symptoms of Death *,
And

* Read Brown, p. 20, 21.
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Grand Seignior; fome Divifions for Years
together have not the Plague, efpecially
the Inland Ones : What can this be afcrib-
ed to, but tothe good Condutt of their
Governours, and carefulnefs of the Peo-
ple, in deftroying all the Remains of the
Difeafe when it was there, and in its De-
cline, and in keeping a ftric¢ Watch to
prevent its Entrance 2gain. From the Ma-
ritime Towns, where it moftly haunts,
it is almoft an Impoffibility to rout it ;
for the Defire of Gain will make Men
break all Rules, and run all Hazzards.
But we need not to have gone fo far
for Proof, that the Air does not tranf-
port Infecfion many Miles; our own
Health, . with that of other Countries be-
tween us and the Plague, will inform us,
that Winds do not bring it eighty Miles;
for Winds have often blown from Mar-
feilles, Aix, and Toulon upon the joi-
- ning Countries, fince the Peftilence be-
gan ; a Southerly Wind would have brought
the }nﬁsz or its Eggs to Dauphine, from
Dauphine to Lyons, {o on to Paris,and of
neceffity hither : But Thanks be to God,
there are no fuch Stages made; its Progrefs
being after another Manner: However, it
is not contrary to Realon, to imagine,
that a Body of 4ir may be corrupted for
e i {fome
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| “ America, and the Parts of Africa,
which never felt the Scourge, ( fpeak-
ing in a natural Way) owe that Happi-
nels to their not trading with infected
Places. They canbe Luxurious enough
in the Growth of their own Country,
without going abroad to feek Novel-
ties. The Weftern Parts of Europe fa-
crifice and pay Tribute to the Ottoman
Porte, every twenty Years, take one
time -with another, the Lives of above
a Hundred Thoufand Chriftians, and have
in Return but a fmall Parcel of unne-
ceflary Trifles : An Exchange, that can
pleafe none, but vain, ftupid, thought-
lefs Wretches! What Noile' does the
Freedom of five Score Chriftian Slaves,
~ make in the World, and how much do
- fome Courts value themfelves upon their

Good Works ? For an inconfiderable
Number of People’s being carried abroad
into Captivity, they exprels the moft
paffionate and tender Concern, yet at
the {ame time are unconcerned, nor fol- "
licitous to remove the Caufe of Thou-
fands perifhing at Home in worle than
Tuvkifio ot Barbavian Slavery.

It would be found, upon making up
the Account, if the %hriﬁian World
could be perfwaded to make the Expe-
' E riment;
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riment, that the Profits and Gains o
‘thefe Kingdoms would be much greater
in fome Period of Time, were they
never to trade to thofe Parts of the Le-
vant, which are frequently infeéted ;
{ince in all probability, it would prevent
the Lofs of fome Thoufinds of Men
employ’d to cultivate and improve the
Land; to increafe publick Wealth, and
bring Good to a Nation. But that de-
vouring Evil brought in; in a little time
we feethe whole Country laid wafte, its
Inhabitants cut off, or routed ; its Towns
confum’d, and its Cities raz’d. =
We may venture, I hope, by this
time, to make from the whole the fol-
lowing Conclufions. ,
1ft. That the A is not the efficient
Canfe of the Plague, becavfe we find,
that they who breath the moft unwhol-
fome, putrid. and corrupt, are clear
of it often, when they, who live in a
pure ferene Air have it. |
2dly, That Difeafes, of what Nature
foever, don't bring it, appears from the
moft unhealthy, rotten and naufeous
Perfons being without it, when the
healthy, vigorous, and clean, are in-
fected,

3aly;

&
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- 3dly, ThatDiet cannot occafion it, the
Parts of Italy, Spain and France, do hew
inhabited by carelefs, nafty Idlers, who
live always on the Fruits of Lazinefs, the
worft and moft loathfome Food ; yet ef-
cape the Infeétion, when others fuffer,
who have every Thing requiiite, and
defirable in Life. &

Let it be faid then, with fome Autho-
rity, that the Principal, or firft Caufe of
the Plague, cannot be found among the
Varieties of Nature, which entertain Hu-
man Underftanding; tho’ {omething in
the Decay of Man gives it Nurture,
and thofe Things, which are about him,

 that have not Extreams of Heat, or
. Cold, find it Covering, till it meets
with Matter to feed on, and Multiply
its Kind.  This infes the Air, and this
beéing drawn in at the Mouth, or No-
{trils, fucceeds according to the Virulen-
cy of the Humours in the Body to fup-
port it. In this Place let it be underftood,
that altho’ it isallowable, that Infection
may come out at all the Pores of the Bo-
dy, with theSteams,yet it is probable to
believe,it only isdrawn in by breathing;
for Nature being always careful of its
‘ felt, the Animal Parts are employed
« continually in difcharging, with Labout
| ®L 2 pro-
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proportionate to the Nature of that
Matter with which they are loaded,
their {everal Funétions, fo that a great
Quantity - of the Subftance muft 'be
thrown out, or purged through the
Skin : This tranfpired Effenceé muft of
Neceflity reft upon Cloaths, and other
things capable of receiving it. But there

is no fuch Caompulfion from without,
to drive the Infection in‘at the Pores of
the Body ; tho’ 'tis not impofiible for it

to pafs with the pure Element, to which

it is clog’d, fince that will makesits way
through Bodies comprefs'd in the narrow-

eft Confifteney. - - il il

. This. Account is delivered ( as was
faid before) with {pecial Refpeét to Pro-
vidence ; for ’tis poflible, with' hiri,
with whom all Things are poflible, to
make that Matter what he pleafes, which

e made Matter out of Nothing. He may
lend Plagues, by firetching out his Hand,
and give the Quality of the rankeft Poy-
fon to that which now is the moft healing

- Balm. ButintheCourfe of Natural Things, .
“1fFacts are convincing, 'tis evident, that if
Turkey, and other Parts infetted, were
once free of the Species of the Peft,
there is all Reafon to judge, ‘that 3 Y
could not be reftor’d by Air, Difeafe, g
et g TRy &r _ Dif%} b

o
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Diet, or any other Thing peculiar to the
Places ; tho’ the People may be more
fubject than others, to the catching of it
again, or rather to the nourithing of it,
when it was in Pofleflion, from their
Difpofitions, or Habits, as was before
obfervid. * By the fame Rule, we may
fay, was the Plague tranfplanted into
thofe Parts of America, whofe Climes
render a bad Air, and whofe Growths
are Cotton, and thirigs of a warm Spun-
gy Nature; the Settling of the Plague
with the Indians would be after the fame
manner it now remains with .the Turks,
R#(fians, and Egypiians. ' - ,

And fince no Method reducible to
Practice, ‘can be laid ‘down, whereby
the Diftemper may be expell'd from
thefe Countries ; ’tis our Bufinefs to
fear it; and exﬁe& it, as often as Goods
‘or Men ¢ome from thence.  The only
Way left us, promifing Security, is the
ufe of Means within our Power, great
Diligence in examining all Things giv-~
ing Sufpicion, and a firi¢ Purfuit of the
Rules of Caution, which Prudence
teaches.i e = _ ,

For a Self-Prefervation, the Standard
to make fure by is a good Conftitution ;
for ’tis obfeivable, that in the Generali,
: AT oy i e the

-
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the Plague makes a Prey of thole, who
have been moft intemperate, and irrega-
tar in their Oeconomy. The Part of
Mankind inur’d to Labour, whofe Ne-.
ceflities make indifferent Food habitual
to them, find it much lefs fevere, except
it be in a very Extraordinary Cafe, as
when Circumftances bring them to live
on worle Food than they were uled to ;
then, indeed, a Languifhing follows in
Proportion, and leaves them remedilefs.
Thofe among the better Sort of People,
who funk into Death, as it were, by a
panic Dread, before any Signal given
by the Plagne, are found to have been
indulgent, indolent Livers, flothful and
eafy, exercifed in licentious Pleafures.
The Plague feems to be the Gage, or
Scale of Nature, falling thort in our
Strength, and coming heavy in our De-
cay and Impertection.
~ The great and many Renefits, which
Thave flowed to the Publick, from well-
meaning Societies, has very much con-
duced to make the People implicit to
General Rules, and to take every Thing,
faid by fome, for a Law. Hence, for-
_feiting the Privileges of a Rational
Being, by denying the Evidences fent
by Reafen : T his ordinarily s the Cafe
; - of

@
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of the buly Part of the World, who
are taken up by the feveral Affairs of
Lite from the Study of themfelves, ne-
gle¢ting that Inftrument, which is to
bring about the mighty Schemes. Here
- Nature muft have a Help-mate; it is at
a lofs what to do: Men are compelled,
by their former Negleés, .and Inobfer-
vance, upon the leaft Apprehenfion, of
an approaching Malady, to fly for Help,
to have recourfe to any Thing, that
bears the Name of Do¢for. Their Lives,
from that Time forch, are in the Hands
of another, to be difpofed of at Will :
And very rare it happens, that good Ufe
is not made of the Power given; for of-
ten by Alteratives, the Body is cooked
from an imaginary, toa real Difeafe;
and kept only to confume. Drugs ;
lingring to a certain, and ofe withed
for,. Death. -
It is {urprifing to find - Phyfick re-
commended to Men in perfe&t Health
for Yood, when all know, who will,
that Medicines are defigned as Reftora-
tives of Nature, to bring back, that good
Habit, which had been loft by Accident,
or Irregularity.  'We are told * that the
com-

e -

™ Read Bradley, p. 10,
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‘common Diet t:ig;the People, wheré the
Plague is in France, was Herbs, Roots,
and Fruits ; and at the fame Time we
have Dofes offered us by fome, as{o many
Charms againft the Peft, which we know
to be compounded of thole very Ingre-
dients our Neighbours Diftrefs bids us
abftain from. Indeed, there happens to
be fome fmall Difference, for they had
them at the firt Hand from Nature's
moulding ; but we muft take them
after they have been mortified by Stills,
Limbecks, Peftles and Mortars, and a
long Train of Difguifers, . which may
alter Shape and Colour, may mix, but
never change Qualities, i
Nature direts to the beft Road, if we
will but obey her Di&ates. 1 am fatif-
fied People are awake, they have had
too fenfible a Rouze from that Lethar-
gy, in which they fo lately flumbted,
to fall into the like Difadvantage; they
will, nc Queftion, keep a good Look
out with theit Senfes, to prevent their
Underftandings being impofed on. A
Volley of hard Words, or a glittering
Equipage will be but poor Eloquence,
and can hardly pafs without a Scrutiny,
whether, or no, the one be proper, ot
the other genuine. s
When
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When we fee PackettPedlars feated
uipon Animals much gentler than them-
felves, making Harangues to the gaping
Multitude, every one knows what they
want, and they do no more than what
we fhould expeé from f{uch Brokers of
Arts. But what fhall we fay 2 when
Men, who fet themfelves by, and are
mark’d for knowing fomething, déliver
what ought to be inftruive to the Pub-
lick, by whom they get their Bread, in
fuch 'puzzling and dark Terms, that no
body is oblig'd to explain, and very few
capable of underftanding ; Syftems which
ought to be referv’d to a more decent
Seafon, their propereft Ufe being for Le-
&tures in. Academies, and not to con=-
found Mankind : fuch Proceedings are
very unaccountable, and upon them
People will be apt to make Conftruc-
tions. _

Indeed, for thofe Gentlemen, who
make the Relief of the Difeafed Part of
Mankind the End of their Study, a too
great Refpeét cannot be paid them
they ought to meet with the due En-

-couragements of Thanks and Rewatds,

becaufe fuch a Defign is noble and ule-
ful, and difcovers a great Mind, where-

ever it is found to be the Principle of

k Aétion.
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Action : But for thofe wha watch our
Fuilings, to make them worfe, who catch
us, as it were, at a half Turn, when we
can’t think right of Things, to make us
their Property, and who, by an imperti-
nent [nduftry, afflume a Knowledge they
have not, to promote their private Inte-
refts at our Expence and Ruin ; fuch it
is every Body’s Bufines to detet and
explode. | ,

The Ufe this Digreflion may be of to
the unguarded, in unmasking Pretenders,
will, I hope, make Amends for the
Reader’s Time. But to return : Every
Bodyis, oroughtto be, the beft Judge
of his own Conftitution ; and fince there
1s no Perfection in Nature, ‘every Nature,
in amore or lefs Degree, lies opento the
Plague. A certain great Moralift divided
Mankind, and held each Individual wife
or toolifth in his Oeconomy, as his Be-
‘haviour ftood in Competition with that
wiich was once within his own Power
o att.: The fame Allowance may be
made in refpeét of Conftitutions ; tor a
Manmay be faid to be healthy, or other-
wife, as he conforms o ‘what Nature
prefcribes, and is capable of bearing well,
by the Situation and Tone of its Parts.
No Man canbe juftly blamed for havil;;g
: - that
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that foft Head which his Father had be-
fore him ; neither can Fault be iound
with him; who has a Djffemper delcen-
ded with his Inheritance. But asan im-
perfet Underftanding, by good Con-
verfation, andapt Study, may be very
much improy’d ; {o by a regularLife, and
proper Diet, Nature may be greatly re-
paired ; and he who is born with a
Mark of his Father’s loofe Days often
‘we fee, by his good Condué, leaves his
Children no Remains of the Evil.

But it is not from thefe Fountains we
have our greateft Ills; we will be be-
holding to none but ourielves for-our
* Pains : The Mifchief is, we acquire our
own Difeales, they are of our own Pur»
chace, the Refults of Excefles, debauch-
ed Nights, and inordinate and bafe Pur-
fuits. What Way can be taken, which
may beft reform the deprav’d World 2 the
moft {overeign and only oneisthat which
Reafon prefcribes, and which each pare
ticular Perfon has within himfelf ftill
direting him, how much f{oever he
contradi@s. The Legiflatnve has given
a Power into the Hands of the Magi-
firates of reftraining Vice, who ought,
in an eminent Manner, at this Time ﬂf-

cmll , to give the Law the keeneft
Pe ’ v F2 Edge



B T e

" :
36 &4 New Difcovery of
Edge, to ftem the Torrent, if poffible
as they have begun a good Work, {o fet
them go on boldly, and profper in the
Overthrow and Rout of Nefts of Nafti-
nefs, the Harbours of Gameflers, Thieves,
and Whares, in the' Hundreds of Drury,
and other Places in and about Town ;
and ’tis 2 Duty incumbent, on Pari-
fhioners, and all honeft Folks, to be rea-
dy in giving Affiftance, by directing Fu-
ftice to the {culking Holes of Offenders :
for let all know, in Cafe the Plague was
come amongft us, (as Go p forbid) each
Man is like to fuffer from his Neigh-
bour’s Infection. This Reflection ought
to make every one bear apart in what
one Day may be of the laft Service, not
o'n}i;tu himfelf, but alfo to all whom he
withes well. |
It is impoflible to lay down Rules of
living to each Perfon in particular; the
dreateft and moft infallible one, and
which will hold good with all, is, Tem-
perance, with Prudence ; in all Cafes,
Phyfick is to be {fhun’d, unlefs the Per- |
fon be very confcious of -a real Indifpo-
fitton ; and even then he is to ufe as.
little as may be, and always that which
is peareft Nature ; for many Medicines,
or 3 Conffancy of any one, whichis not
S confo-
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confonant to the Tone of the Animal
Parts, only weakens the Body by De-
grees, tending more and more to a to-
tal Decay. T hat Food which Men find,
when all the Paflions are ballanced, the
moft reviving and ftrengthening, muft
certainly be the beft to take, and the fe-
cureft Defence againft all Accidents that
may happen. The Portion and Sort,
Conftitution, and the Exercife intended,
dire& to; which ought always to be well
followed, efpecially the latter ; for No-
thing nurfes Diftempers {o much as In-
adtivity.

There are feveral Odours which puri-
fy the Air, baneful to the Peft; but
thefe are us'd rather for a Safeguard, -
than to weaken it when it has taken
Place. Befides, Men, who are obliged
to draw in Air at-various Places, and
different Air, frequently at the fame
Place, by the Realon of Bufinefs, can
have no Succour from Fumigations; ’tis
a good Air recommended to the nicer
Sort, and will there, I doubt, reacli not
much further than Speculation. The
beft Sanétuary in Nature againft Peffi-
lence, is a ftout Mind in a heal Body, a
Heart inoffenfively chearful, and a Body
not prejudiced by bad Courfes, byl _ tcio

: ' ittie
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fittle or too mich, too ftrongor ted
weak Suftenance. . |

if what hasbeenfaid be duly weighed,
and clofely thought on, we thall have a
Secret open to us, of vaft Moment to
the People of London, and other Europe-
an Cities, whofe Situation gives them
¢the Happinels of a good and clear Air.
It has been proved, that the Plague muft
there have the greateft Sway, where
Men have the largeft Share of Corrup-
tion, whatever caus'd by ; this Putrefa-
fa¢tien in human Bodies 1s not {o gene-
ral with the Chriftian Part of Europe, as
it is with Turkey, and ether Places in
the Eaft, where the Plague lives ; yet
upon Computation we fhall find, that
when it makes its Iflues among us, our
L ofs is much greater, with Proportion to
the Time of its Stay, than that of the
People of its own Country, diftinguith-
ing Cities from the lefs inhabited Places
where this can come from ; and how re-
concileable this knownTruth is with the
Notions which are entertain’d, of Lon-
don’s having a good Air, and a great ma-
ny great Privileges from its Situation,
which Cities in other Climes cannot
have from theirs, willappear obvious to
each judicious Reader. | |

| - We
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We now look upon'all Methods pro-
pofed or laid down by Nature or Policy,
tor the Safety of the whole, as follow'd
by every particular Perfon, in what Order
or Condition foever; the Avenuesleading
to the Kingdom well guarded, to pre-
vent the landing of infectious Perfons or
Things ; the Magiftrates difcharging that
great Truft, the Care of the People re-
poled in them, by looking to their feve-
ral Liberties; the Inhabitants in their re-
fpective Dwellings, and each Perfon, we
ﬁlppn{'e, taking Care of his.own Health;
all this, without doubt, will be very in-
ftrumental to the {ecuring to us our
Health: But when all this is done,(which
by any means ought net to be left un-
done) there ftill remains with us uncur'd,
and by the Toleration of the Law, nay,
by its pofitive Injunction, the true Canufe
of the Plague’s raging in Cities, which
is the great Number of fioor People pent
up together, in divers places here and
there ; in our City under all the Incon-
veniencies that can happen to poor Mot-
tals; they being involved in every Kind
,of Calamity, deftitute ofevery Neceflary
of Life, condemn’d to a poylonous and
corrupted Air ; fo bad are their Circum-
| ftances, that were the Plague to be de-

~ rivd
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riv'd from Putrefaétion, it could never
fail of being among them, and confe-
?uently with uss The Stench and in-
e&tious Fumes always arifing from the
Prifons of London, make ineffe€tual all
the Advantages, which Nature and Art
have beftowed on the City, in her glo-
rious Thames, and in her clean and widé
Streets. This will be held for an in=
difputable Truth, if we loock towards
the City of Mar/eilles, once famous, but
now fallen, and lying a piteous and de-
plorable Victim to the Plague. Other
Places will convince us, by what they
“have endur’d in Times paft from the Pe-
filence, that it was owing to this throng-

ing of the People, that they fuffered in
fuch a Degree, when they have excelled

in good Air, (abftracted from this) all
other Places in the World.

Marfeilles is fo familiar with the Eng-
lifh by Trade and Commerce, that a
particular Defcription of it, in this Pa=
per, would be impertinent. “The Arm
of the Sea, on which it is fituate, the
Fertility of the adjicent Country, which
is free from Fens and Marfhes, and the
happy Latitude of 43, in whichit lies,
of Neceflity muft qualify it for a very
agreeable Place, and make its Air-as

. 2006
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good as can be for Man to breath in.
But then of all the Towns in Frawmce,
- Marfeilles had the greateft Difadvantage
poffible to its Air, from the Number of
Guallies, which are always within the
Town, lying with their Heads to the
chief Key, making one Side of the Way
~ to the moft beautiful, and moft fre-

quented Street in the City. This Ob-
ervation has elcaped theNotice of thofe,
who lately bave given us an Account of
the Progrels of the Diftemper in that
Place. And 1 don’t find, that the Re-
flection fell into the Opinions of more
noted Obfervers upon the fame Miferies
in other Places, heretofore brought on
them from Things of a2 like Nature, inx
promoting bad Air; tho’ the eafy Oc-~
currence of it in traverfing the Subje¢t of
the Plague, would make one wonder,
how it could be pafied by in the Trea-
tifes of fo many accurate ﬁldge:s.: | ,
Thirty Gallier, flI'd with Twelve of
Fourtéen Thoufand Slaves, commonly
cover'd, lying up as it were in Time of
- Peace, are only fo many Prifons : the
Laws of France condemning from all
Parts of the Kingdom moft Criminals to
the Oar; the Gallies of Force can be no
other than Puddles of bad Air by this
‘ Cx means;

-
|
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meatis ; for the Men’s Food being' but
very indifferent, and of that much ftint,
and no ‘Exercife but that which is very
prejudicial to Nature, hard Labour by
Starts, and then long Intervals of Idle-
nefs, unavoidable in Time of Peace,

of. Neveflit ity a very unwholfome Stean
muft come from them, to the Nufance

of the City ; -and when a Southerly or

Wefterly Wind blows, the moft perni-

b cious to Man, the Gall:es can be no o-

ther than {o many - Moitars of bad Air
playing upon the T own, taking away
that Good Nature deﬁﬂned it in its Si-
tuation. How much this contributed to
the Swell of the late Mortality in that
once pleafant City, the Nature of the
Plague will dire@ the Reader to deter-

minc: ', and I believe his Sentiments will -

be mine, when Ifay,had timely War-
ning been given to the City of Marferl-
fﬁf, of this great Detriment to their rou-
ting of the Diftemper, the Gallies would
have been removed from the Town to
the Bay,and thereby ftop’d the perithing
of fome Thoufands of People, whofe
Conititution, were it not for thefe Im-

%dlmﬁ'tltﬁ bid tair againft the Nature af
| eﬂ:!ence

Toulon |

|
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- Toulon is not much inferior to Mar-
feilles in its Standing ; its Inconveniencies
are much the fame, though not in every
particular ; the Pofition of the Guallies is
lels dangerous ; but certainly, in a great
Degree the People fuffer now from
them ; and much lels - would they yet
{uffer, if they were removed, and their
Fryeries purged with Fire.
. What will corroborate the Introdu-~
&tion of this new-advanced ufeful and
important Head, 1s a View of Naples,
which, but a few Years ago, had {wept
away in the fmall Space of one Day,
Twenty thoufand of its Inhabitants Ly
the Peft. Naples is the Metropolis of a
Kingdom bearing that Name, in the
South of Iialy, its Latitude is lefs than
that ot Marfeilles by two Degrees, the
Country . is celebrated for the Air, the
City itlelf has too man Beauties here to
recount, therefore I{hall draw but this
general Survey.  Napleshisto the Eaft
diftant feven Miles, the Mount Pefuvi-
us, which fends up perpetually Clouds
of - fulphurous Smoke, greatly affeting
the City, when the Wind (its in or near
that Point. To the Weftward, about
the fame Diftance, is the Ruins of that
ancientfamous City of Bua, which for
' G2 : its
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its fine Situation, and healiﬁg Air, was
chofen in the politelt Agesof the World
by the Roman Emperours, for their Re-
tirement, tho’ diftant from Rome near a
Hundred and Fifty Miles. The Remains
of Nero's Palace are to be feen here at
this Day. Near to this City is Puteoli,
well known for the hot Baths gontigu-
ous. Here is Sulphotesra, or many Erup-
tions or Volcano's, which fmoke as the
Mountain, thereby purging the Air, and

bringing Health to Naples, when the

‘Wind is not ftrongly from thence.  Thus
the City lying between thefe two Pre-
fervatives, one would think, Tufﬁcientlg
conflitutes to its People a well-compofe

{alutary Body of Air to feed on. But the
Excellencies of Naples are not confin’'d
here ; Nature ;s' more bountiful to the
Place where Virgil's Parthenope  once
ftood. The Arm of the Sea comes 'in,
forming a Bay, and thrufting itfelf quite
beyond 'the City, which is rais’d upon
its Shore, and along which it takes its
L.ength : a fenfible Rifing gives Breadth
to Naples, {o that the Streets are as Te-
taffes over each other, giving the Inha-
bitants an Opportunity of Breathing, as
it were, in fo many different Regions of
Air. In fhore, 2 Confluenceof Nature’s

pu-

- -
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pureft Materials, make this City noble
and glorious. Yet all is loft, all da-
thed in pieces, by the foul Pradtice,
which the Manners of the People
now living there has introduced, de-
generate like the reft of [taly, and too
many other Places, from all the Princi-
ples worthy Men. Convents of Fryers
and Nuns, baneful in their Origins, and
pernicious in their Ends, corrupt the Air
of Naples more than the flavifh Lives of
- the People, who can never be perfe&-
ly found, while juftly called the Neapo-
litan Eaters of Sallad. The Evil from
them over-ballancesall the Giftsjuft now
we talk'd of ; there are in Naples more
than Four Hundred Convents inter{per-
fed through the City, where above Four-
{core Thouland are lock’d up to feed
on maugre Diet ; the Handfuls of pure
~ Airnow and then blown them, can do
 no more than barely hold Life ; for the
Religious are moftly in their Rooms,
which are very {mall,and have but Spike-
Holes of Windows. Befides, moft Or-
ders are prohibited the Wear of Linen,
Penance being firi¢tly enjoyn’d to be
pertormed in Woollen, which retains that
sweat and Naftinefs, that the Reclufes
cannot, if they would, be wholefome
. S | Com-
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Company ; People not us'd to them have -
often been ready to drop down coming

through their long clofe Galleries ;5 now

what muft the trading and bufy Part of

the City fuffer from this < for the Steams

teeming out at the Holes of the Cloy:

frers, muft mix with the Element, and {o

taint and putrify it ; and confequently,

every thing it nourifhes, in a more or

lefs Degree, muft partake of the Corrup-

tion of its Nature. No Wonder then, |
if Twenty Thoufand perifhed therein =~
one Day : And we may conclude, with
Juftice, that had it pot been for the Sul-
Bhurous and bitunzinous Particles, {catte-
ted through the Body of Air, there had
been the Lofs of as many ‘Thoulands
more. 1t may be faid, that the Narrow-
“els of the Streets helpd to convey the
“Air more ready from Place to Place ; but
this, or the Height of the Houles i1s no
Room for the Caufes being laid. there,
the bad Air muft firft be -; then we
know that nairow Strects are better
Ducs than wider for conveying it, be-
caufe they keep off the circumambient
pure Quality from mixing with, and al-
Jaying the Strength of the corrupted
Mafs. The few Gallies belonging to

‘Naples are plac’d {o below, and far from
i the
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the City, that they can be of no mian-
ner of Diflervice. '
' London, upon the Balance; will not
be found to enjoy fuch advantageous
Circumftances in many Refpeéts relating
to Health, as the Places above-named ;
it has neither the Degrees of Sulphur with
Naples, to purify its Air, nor pure Ele-
ment with Mar/eilles or Toulon, to refreth
its Inhabitants ; our Air is thick and
grofs, from the great Refort \of People,
and from the great Slaughter of Cattle,
which makes ours one of the beft fed as
well as moft populous Cities. It were
to be wifh’d, it could have more Benefit
from the Sun ; the Winter taking in half
the Year,which makes the Streets filthy,
notwithftanding the Care of the Magi-
firate to keep them clean. The River
can afford us but fmall Relief, it being
covered over with Houfes of Wood, and
made dirty from the Common Sewers, that
empty themfelves in it. Theburning of
Coals tempers in fome Meafure the Aur,
and the beft Streets are fomewhat wider
than in former Days, and have greater
Advantage from the modern Building ;
but then there are as many dirty Streets
Lanes, and Alleys, as would make a pret-
ty large Town. 1913
. The

ol y



" The Prifons are increas’d, and much
fuller than ever was known in London;
the Throngs of poor People prefsd into
them, fend forth Smells very prejudicial;

and which the Londoners are much lefs -
able to bear than other Citizens, becaufe

of that neat and clean Manner of livings
{o habitual to them;the niceft alwaysbe=
ing the fooneft offended, Cuftom prevail-
ing in this, as in moft other Cales.
This City feens to encourage nothings
that may lay it open to the Rige of the
Plague, but Prifons, which {pread a cor=
rupted Air all over it ; the Advantage of
Ground on which they ftand, and theif
Diftances from each other, render thent

capable of affecting every Quarter, by

laying Trains of bad Airalong the Streets;
from one to the other; communicating
thereby the Corruption to every Dwel-
ling ; o that ifthe Strectsupon Ludgate
- Hili, and about St. Paul’s Church-yard,
gain from the Afcent a better Air than
their Neighbours, they are certain of be
ing depriv'dof it by the Prifons of Luds
gate, and the Fleer ; Newgate contis
nues the bad Air along the Hill to Smitb-
field : Wood.fireet and the Poultry Comp-
ters brifg their Smells to the Places of
greateft Concourfe, in the Heart of the

ity 3
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Grofsnefs; or other AltEfatidil;:i.
~ Air. Many are delivered by a feafona-
ble Relief from a Change of Air ; the

tory of the Black Affizes at Oxj%rd,ﬁén‘ |

1577, will be as lafting, as it is extraor-
dinary ; fuch a fad Effe¢t of bad Air has
not been heard of : if itis not quite out
ofthe Way in natural Reafoning, having a
full Reference to the Hand of Providence
in Judgment; I take this Deftruéiion to
be caus'd by the bad Prifoners’; for it is
known, that the three Hundred, which
{uffered, were killed 1 Court; being Per-
fons but juft before come from a pure
Air ; none of the Prifoners perifhed at
the Time, Habit making the Smell na-
tural to them ; for the Cuftom of thofe
- Times made the Prifons or Dungeons

under the Place of Tryal, fo that the

confin’d coming to be tried, could not

have the Benefit of pafling through frefh =
Air, thereby to be purged from their

Filth : and ’tis not unreafonable to think,
that a great Number of poor, ftarvid,
difeas’d, and long-confin’'d Wretches;

from fuch a Place, immediately coming 4

among People of wholfome and nice
 Contftitutions, may fend forth a Stench
fufficient to fuffocate them, in a Room,
where the Air could have no free Paflage.
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i’emng Conf derati n, Fmtﬁ Reafoiis be:

fore given, and tak fume Meafures to

hinder the Subjects {uffering for Life for
a trifling Debt, and for the better fecu-

Ting our Health.

In the mean while, let usenquire,how

much the Creditors of thofe Debtors, ef-
pecially of the {maller Fry, have to doin

the Bufinefs. If Bencfactors, (for fo muft

I call moft Creditors, fince they were
once fo held,) would but lay theirHands
~ upon their Breafts, and ask themfelves,
what is it, that thei Eellow-(.,hnﬁlans
have doue, to deferve a Treatment of
Mifery from them ? what Price they had
bought at fuch a Service 2 Upon a Que-
ftion of this Nature, I am perfwaded,Men
would be not on]y apt to forgive,
but alfo ready to releafe, when no other
Way could be found, the diftrefled Per-
fon, at their own proper Expence. '
If we believe, that the Necellity of a_
Perfon drives him to feek Affiftance, and
we make it our Duty to give him a hel-
ng Hand, or fet him Torwards in the
%ﬂrld why {fhould not the fame Rezfon
engage the Continuance of that Compaf-
fion orgood Difpofition, at leaft in our
Minds, to that fame Perfon ; who, we are
cnnvinced,has it notin his Power to make

Re-.-;. . ..
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" Retaliation. But if we are impos'd on,
by a Perfon’s reprefenting Things for
Fa&, which are not fo, to make the
World think; that his Circumftances are
" better than they really are ; who have
we to blame for the Deception, but our-
felves, who were willing to take all up-
~on Hear-fay, without being at the Pains
of following thofe Methods, which
would difcover plainly, whether all that
is told us be confiftent, or otherwife 2
The Truth of the Matter is, Men are
too credulous, where they have no
Grounds for their good Opinion, and
diffident where they have moft. If a
Perfon jumps in with our Humour, he
wins us ; this Eafinefs is but to lay
Snares and Bates for indolent idle Per-
fons,to be catch’d by. Men have no
true Caufe for giving Credit, or Con-
" finement could not have follow'd. Peo-
ple in Neceflity and prefling Want, will
puth any Way for Support that does not
~ threaten prefent Danger ; for that Evil,
which one Day may come, they hope
Fortune will turn the Scale before then,
and fet them above the World. Thus
we find it, how unreafonable foever it
is that Men aét ; therefore Perfons, who
lay open a Gap for fuch to enter, if Evil

follows,
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