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Have been many
Years a Debtor to
the World, and

<) {ince I have not as
yet been able to pay off my
old Scores to my own Satis-
faction, the following Differ-
tation comes out by way of
Compo-




(vi)
Compolfition : which I hope
will be accepted in part of
Payment, till the original
Debt can be difcharged.

Thatthis comesoutalone,
1s from an Impreffion that I
have had upon my Spirits
for {fome Weeks paft, that it
would behighly criminal in
me to let another Mifletoe-
Seafon pafs, without inform-
ing the World what a Trea-
fure God Almighty haseve-
ry Year prefented to their
View; and that nobody, at
leaftvery few, havereceived
any Benefit from it.
TheArticleof Convulfions,
in the Bills of Mortality of
this Great City, 1s by muclzlh
the
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thelargeft of any, very com-
monly amounting to about
a fifth Part of the whole ;
and, asI have been credibly
inform'd, happens principal-
ly amongft Infant Children :
from whence it {feems plain,
that a Generous Anti-Con-
vulfive Remedy is wanting.
I have publifh'd the Noble
Qualities of this Wonderful
- Medicine, in the mofi plain
- and familiar manner, that
thereby it may be render'd
of more publick Ufe; and
I am not without the great-
eft Hopes, that People of all
Ranks will receive Benefit
from 1t -
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1 hopelfhall not be blamd
forthe Earneftnefsof my Re-
commendation of this Neg-
lected, but Extraordinary
Plant; becaufe my own Aim
in fo doing, is to prefs Peo-
ple to the Ufe of that,
which every Family may,
one time or other, receive
Advantage from.

The Performanceisrough
and unpolithed ; but I have
chofen rather to fuffer Re-
proach upon that Account,
than let another Seafon {lip,
which I am fatisfied would
be to the Detriment of ma-

ny.



DISSERTATION

CONCERNING

NIyl EFas

had a very terrible In-
ftance of an Epileptical
Cafe in one that was moft
Fademeale® near and dear to me, and
Whlch baffled all Endeavours that
were ufed for his Recovery ; it occa-
fion’d me many fad and {ferious Re-
flections wpon the Subje&t. As he

B was
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was daily before my Eyes, fo his Dif-
trefs made the more {enfible Impref-
{ions upon me. Ihad recourfe to the
moft celebrated Remedies recom-
mended in all Ages, and the Affif-
tance of my Friends moft Eminent in
their Profefiion.

Four or five Years were {pent in
fruitlefs Attempts, he every Year grow-
ing worfe and worfe, till at laft he be-
came Cataleptick : he would be feiz’d
as he was ftanding, and continue in
that Pofture like a hifelefs Statue, with=
out Senfe or Motion. When he was
fo feiz'd, he was conftantly laid upon
- a Bed or Couch; his Fit would laft
fome Hours: butI am confident, that
had he been let alone, he would have
continued in the {fame Pofture in
which he was {eiz’d during the whole
time of the Fit.

Being one day upon a Journey, I
faw {ome Hazle-Trees plentifully
fteck’d with Mifletoe. It immediately
enterd into my Mind, that there muft

be
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be fomething extraordinary in that
uncommon beautiful Plant ; that the
Almighty had defign'd it for farther
and more noble Ulfes, than barely to
feed Thruthes, or to be hung up fu-
perftitioufly in Houfes to drive away
evil Spirits, and that the Mifletoe
that grew upon other Trees, was ca-
pable of being as ferviceable to Man-
kind, as that which grew upon the
Oak.

Amongft many other Authors that -
have wrote concerning the Epilepfy,
I had lately read Marcus Marci, his
Liturgia Mentis ; the moft fatisfacto-
ry Treatife upon the Subjed, as to
Theory, that Ihave met with, and in-
deed to lay a Foundation for a Phyfi-
cian to practife rationally in the Cure
of all Convulfive Diftempers.

Having made the moft ftri& Inqui-
1y into the Nature of Mifletoe that I
was capable of, I concluded, @ priori,
That it was a Medicine very likely to
fubdue not only the Epilepfy, but all

: B 2 other
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other Convulfive Diforders, upon the
foot of Marcus Marci’s Hypothefis; 1
mean the ordinary and common Mi-
{letoe. The Praifes of Mifletoe of the
Oak had been proclaim’d for many
Ages paft, and none elfe efteem’d or
regarded, as to any Medicinal Virtue.

The Youth before-mentioned had
indeed taken Mifletoe in {fmall Quan-
tities in the Pulvis de Guirteta, and other
Compound Remedies recommended
in Epileptical Cafes ; but when I re-
fle@ed that Miifletoe was but one In-
gredient amongft a Farrago of others,
there was no determining from the
Effe@s of thofe Medicines, whether
Mifletoe were capable of doing any
thing towards the conquering of fo
Herculean a Diltemper.

In reading the {catter’d and imper-
fe&t Accounts of the Druids, formerly
Priefts and Philofophers in this Ifland-
and other neighbouring ~ Countries,
who were had in the higheft Venera-
tion by People of all Ranks; I con-

jectur'd
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je¢tur’d that this Veneration in great
meafure proceeded from the wonder-
ful Cures they wrought by means of
the Mifletoe of the Oak: this Tree
being facred to them, but none fo,
that had not Mifletoe upon them ;
which Confideration alfo further
prompted me to try common Mifle-
toe in its utmoft extent. After I had
feen fome of its amazing Effeéts, I
concluded that it was from this Divine
Reiedy that they had almoft Divine
Honours paid them.

But Mifletoe of the Oak being the
only Mifletoe recommended as good
for any thing, I was in great Straits
how to procure a quantity of it; for
I did not remember in all my Tra-
vels to have feen any of it: {o amongit
all my Acquaintance, from that time
to this, I do not know that I have met
with above two that have.

This put me upon confidering whe-
ther or no the Mifletoe receiv'd any
Advantage from the Tree upon which

3 it



(6)
it grew, or whether all Mifletoe were
not the {fame. |

After my Thoughts had been fome
time employd wupon this Subjeé, I
concluded that the Mifletoe of the
Crab, the Lime, the Pear, or any o-
ther Tree, were of equal Virtue with
that of the Oak, for the following
Reafons ; and which has been con-
firm’d to me fince by large Experience,
which is beyond every thing elfe.

Now {uppofe that the Mifletoe of
the Oak does {urpafs that of all other
Trees; yet from ten Years large Ex-
perience I find the ordinary Mifletoe
to be the moft Noble Medicine I ever
knew : and fince it’s every where to be
had, at leaft in this Ifland, it ought
to be efteem’d as a great Blefling; and
if the other excel it, thofe that are
capable of procuring it, ought to
efteem it accordingly.

But if the Mifletoe were in any
manner produced from the Tree upon
which it grows, as the Gaulis from

the
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the Oak; then it might reafonably be
expected that it thould partake of the
Quality of the Tree that produces it
as the Gaul does, having the {fame ftip-
tick Qualities with the Acorn, or the
Bark of the Tree. Butas it’s propa-
gated by the way of Inoculating, or
Grafting, it’s quite otherwife.

An Apricock or a Peach grafted
upon a Plumb-Stock, or a fine Apple
or Pear upon a Crab-Tree one, will
not produce Plumbs or Crabs, but
- Apricocks and Peaches, and fine Pears
‘and Apples.

As far as I can learn, Mifletoe is
commonly propagated after the fol-
lowing manner : There is a Bird ge-
nerally known by the Name of the
Mifletoe Thrufh ; which Name, I {up-
pofe, it derives from its feeding upon
Mifletoe Berries during the Winter-Sea-
fon. From the Pulp of the Berries it
is nourithed, but the Seeds are dif-
charged with the Excrement undigefted.
Now the Excrement being of a {limy

nature,
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nature, fticks faft to the Branches of
the Trees upon which it falls; and if
there be any Crack in the Bark, there
the Seed lodges itfelf, and produces a
Plant the next Year. The Excrement
being of the nature of Birdlime, and
Birdlime, as it's faid, being to be
made of the Berries of the Plant; I
fuppofe gave rife to that very old Say-
ing, ThatZurdus cacat in fui Excidium.

It has been often propagated by cut-
ting a Slit into the Bark of a Tree,
and {fticking in a Seed. I have been
told of one that has adorn’d his Trees
with it, to make them delightful in the
Winter-Seafon: and furely a more
beautiful Plant can {carce be {een.

Pliny fays, Thatit is apt to exhauft
and wear out the Tree upon which it
orows ; in which I am inclined to be-
lieve he was miftaken. The Reafon,
I fuppofe, that induc’d him to be of
that Opinion, was, That it moft fre-
quently grows upon old Trees. Now

I conclude, that it more {requently
OTOWS
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grows upon them than young ones,
becaufe the Twigs and Branches of
the old Trees are more liable to Cracks
and Accidents than young ones are :
and being moft commonly {een upon
old Trees, he from thence concluded
that they were worn out by it.

There feems however to be a Dif-
ference betwixt this Plant, and all other
Trees propagated by Grafting or In=
oculating ; they being moft certainly
intirely nourithed by the Juice of thé
Stock into which they are inferted :
notwithftanding which, as is before
obferv’d, they change the Nature of
the Juice, brought up by the Stock,
into their own. But whether Mifletoe
receives its full Nourithment from the
Juice of the Tree, feems to me a
Doubt. It's true, it continues alive
during the Summer, but it does not
begin to flourith and appear in Vi~
gour, till the Sap of the Tree is fallen,
or otherwife fpent, and the Leaves
dropt. Its Berries are full ripe, and

L in
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in perfection, about the latter end of
December ; and the more rigorous and
{evere the Weather is, the more vigo-
rous and flourithing is the Mifletoe.
Now confidering that the Sap or nu-
tricious Juice of the Tree is at this
time in a manner {pent, I am inclin’d
to conjecture that it derives its princi-
pal Support from the Air. I have
had {ome thoughts that it was no hard
matter to try by ealy Experiments,
whether this be {o or not; but being
confined to the Town, I have wanted
Conveniences of {o doing.

How it thrives in hot Countries, or
whether it ever grows upon thofe Trees
that never caft their Leaves, I am ig-
norant.

Of all the antient Authors that take
notice of it, which I have read, Pliny
in his Natural Hiffory {eems tobe moft
full ; but what he fays is little to the
purpofe : and almoft every body elfe
recommends Mifletoe of the Oak in

Epileptical Cafes, but none of them
give
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give Directions how even that thould
be ufed 1n a rational manner.

Amongft the Moderns, the Ho-

nourable Mr. Boyle, in the fecond Part

of his Ufefulnefs of Experimental Phi-

lofophy, pag. 174. gives the following
Relation.
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¢ A young Lady of great Birth
having been long troubled with an
almoft Hereditary Epileptical Dif-
temper, and after having been wea-
ried by Courfes of Phyfick prefcrib’d
her by the famoufeft Docors that
could be procured, without mend-
ing at all, but rather growing worfe ;
{o that fometimes the would have in
one day eight or ten of fuch difmal
Fits as youand I have feen her in;
was cured only by the Powder of
the true Mifletoe of the Oak, given
as much as would lieupon a Sixpence
early in the Morning, in Black-
Cherry Water, or even in Beer, for
fome days near the full Moon. And
I am affured, partly by the Patient

C 2 ¢ herfelf,
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¢ herfelt, and partly by thofe that
¢ gave her the Medicine, that though
¢ it had fcarce any fenfible Operation
¢ ypon her, and did not make her
¢ fickifh, efpecially when fhe flept up-
¢ onit; yetafter the firft day fhe took
¢ it, the never had but one Fit. And
¢ this Remedy an antient Gentleman,
¢ who being cafually prefent when fhe
¢ fuddenly fell down as dead, gave it
¢ her, profefs’d himfelf conftantly to
¢ have cured that Diftemper with it,
¢ when he could procure theright Sim-
¢ ple, which is here exceeding fcarce.
¢ And what further Experiments fome
¢ Friends of yours have {uccefstully
¢ made, I may elfewhere have occa-
¢ fion to relate.’

My moft worthy Friend Dr. Cole,
encouraged by the common Voice of
Antiquity, and being farther prompted
to it by this Relation of Mr. Boyl,
was induced to try what it would do
upon a Patient that fell into his hands
by the Death of his former Phyfician,

who
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who for three Months had in vain
been attempting his Cure. He relates
the Cale and the Circumftances of
his Cure as follows.

Lol " ™ ™ Lol "~ Lo [ a) L [ a1 [ o} Lo Lat Lal ™y Lot La Lo’ Lal

¢ A certain Youth of a {prightly
Genius, of about fifteen Years of
Age, who at firft had laboured un-
der a Fever, from which he was per-
feitly freed, was foon after attack’d
with an Epileptical Fit, which was
about three Months fince: after a
few days another, and afterthat with
many, but without any regular Pe-
riods. Thefe Fits had fo affe&ed
his Nerves, and brought fuch a
Weaknefs upon all his Joints, that
he could not walk without difficulty,
nor lift the Weight of a few Ounces
with his Hands, nor hold a Pen to
write withal, in which he before ex-
celled. To this Youth various Re-
medies having before been given
without fuccefs, I prefcribed a Vo-
mit of Salt of Vitriol; then a Purge
or two with fome Calomel. After-
¢ wards
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wards I took care that Mifletoe of
the Oak fhould be given him twice
a-day, with fome Cephalick Vehicle;
and the Apothecary had procured
the Mifletoe that was genuine : (Hap-
py he! for to this time I could ne-
ver procure any.) Proceeding in
this order, his Fits never returned.
The Mifletoe being continued to
this time, he fenfibly perceived a
gradual Reftoration of the Strength
of all the Parts; {fo that he could
now not only walk, but run, and
write elegantly, of which I wasan
Eye-witnefs. So that I have reafon
to hope, that from the continued
Ufe of this Medicine, he may be per-
fecly freed from his Illnefs, &.’

The good Doétor was one of thofe

that afforded his utmoft Afliftance to
the diftrefied Youth before-mention’d ;
but no Mifletoe of the Oak being to
be procured, all other Mifletoe was
looked upon as defpicable; and the
reafon why the Pulvis de Gutteta did

no

%
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no good, was judg'd to proceed from
the Apothecary’s making ufe of com-
mon Mifletoe in the Compofition of it,
inftead of that of the Oak. But be that
as it will, and let the Difference be
ever {o great, the Quantity of Miile-
toe in that Compofition is {fo {mall,
as to render it of no Effe®. And as
tor the Mifletoe contained in the Anti-
Epileptick Waters, the great Zwelfer
has remark’d, that it will not yield any
of its Virtues by ordinary Diftillation.

Mifletoe of the Oak not being to
be obtain’d, I furnifh’d myfelf with a
large Quantity of that of the Lime ;
the Trees in one of the Parks ' at
Hampton-Court aflording great Plenty,
at leaft they did fo at that time. I
order’d it to be gather’d at the latter
end of December : The Leaves, Ber-
ries, and very tender Twigs, I got
dried over a Baker’s Oven, where
there was a conftant gentle Heat, and
then had it made into very fine Pow-

der, to be put into a Glafs cover’d with
2 Bladder
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Bladder or Leather, and kept in a ve-
ry dry Place. If it be not kept clofe
and dry, it will contract a Dampnefs,
grow mouldy, and be good for no-
thing : If it be {corched by the Fire in
drying, it will alfo be fpoil'd, and of
no effeét.

The larger Stalks muft alfo be care-
fully dry’d and preferv’d, for Decoc-
tions and Infufions.

Furnith’d with my Medicine, tho’
of no Reputation, not being fufpended
upon the Oak; I wasvery impatient
to {ee the Effe& of it, and immediate-
ly went to work with it.

The diftrefled Youth had for five
Yearsbeen labouring in vain, and eve-
ry Month grew worfe and worfe; {o
that his Conftitution both of Body
and Mind was {poil'd to fuch a de-
gree, that I could not be fo prefump-
tuous as to hope for a Cure: The ut-
moft I could wifh for, was fome Re-
lief, and to' render the Remainder of
his Life fomeway comfortable to him.

From
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Fiom being one of the {prightlieft
of Youths at Twelve Years of Age, at
Seventeen he was a perfect Mope, a
moft melancholy Spectacle both in
and out of his Fits. However, bad
as he was, having carefully inquired
into the Nature of my Medicine, I
went to work with it: I was fure it
could do him no hurt, if it did him
no good.

His Fits in the beginning kept pace
with the Moon, he rarely having any
‘but about the New or the Full ; but
in Tra&t of Time he had them at all
Seafons: fo I began with him, with-
out any regard to that Affair. |

From the firft I gave him half a
Dram of the Powder, made into a
Bolus with Syrup of Fioneys, every
fix Hours ; and after ita large Draught
of a ftrong Infufion of the Stalks
bruifed, and f{weetned with Syrup of
Pioneys. |

To my great furprize he had not
one Fit from the time he began to take

D this
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this Glorious Medicine, for a Month
or more, and never one Cataleptick
Fit to the day of his Death. He con-
tinued to take it on for three Years,
but after {fome Months, only Night
and Morning ; and, in the main, du-
ring that whole Space, he enjoy’d his
Health tolerably well. But as his
Memoty had been almoft intirely loft
by the former Five-Years Calamity, fo
it was not judg'd proper to fet him
to any fort of hard Study, or employ
him in any Bufinefs that fhould give
him any trouble : Upon which fcore it
was thought neceffary to fend him in-
to the Country, to a good Air, with
one conftantly to keep him company,
and to fecure him againft Accidents.

There he lived, with great Com-
fort to himfelf, and Pleafure to thofe
he convers’d with ; and was {ome-
times capable of applying himfelf to
his Studies. He would now and then
have a Fit, but fometimes not one in

three Months; and thofe Fits he had,
i very
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very favourable ones, which he had
always Warnings of beforehand, {o that
hecould be trufted on horfeback.

At laft he was taken ill in a manner
different from what he had formerly
been, and died in about four and
twenty Hours. I could not fee him
after he was dead, but defired that his
Head fhould be open’d ; having great
reafon to believe, that the beginning
of his Illnefs proceeded from an un-
fortunate Blow upon the left Temple,
in which Part he would often com-
plain of great Pain, efpecially in the
firft part of his Illnefs, before he be-
came f{tupid. And the Account I
had of that matter, was, That there
was a blackifh Spot upon the Dura
Mater, of the bignefs of a Shilling,
juft under the Os Zenporis.

- It's true here was no Cure, neither
could I expect one: I had the utmoft
Succefs 1 could realonably propofe to
myfelf, which was to render the fhort
Remains of a milecrable Life com-

D 2 fortable
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fortable and eafy : And by fo doing,
to have a reafonable Opportunity of
introducing to the World a moft Glo-
rious and Ufeful Medicine ; which
has one peculiar Property attending
it, That it 1is capable of doing the
oreateft Good in the moft formidable
of Difeafes, and 1 dare fay, will ne-
ver do any Hurt.

The Jefuits Bark is a moft Noble
Medicine in Fevers regularly intermit-
ting, and in fome other Cafes : but I
have frequently known the Mifapplica-
tion of it, of terrible and fatal Conie-
quence. But for Mifletoe I dare en-
gage for it, that it will never hurt any
one ; and tho’ it be {o innocent, yet it
will frequently cure Difeafes, that in
appearance (as the Great Dr. #77/lis re-
prefents them, in his Defcription of
the Epilepfy, in his Tra&t de Morbis
Convulfivis) do not much differ from
thofe we read of inthe Gofpels, that
were cured by the Redeemer of the
World, the Eternal Son of God: But

his
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his Cures were wrought by a Word,
and not by Medicines. Glory be to
him, that in the abfence of himfelf
has created fuch Medicines for the Re-
lief of the Diftrefled, as this I am
treating of !

No one can think that I am {o far
divefted of Reafon, as to recommend
this Medicine in the manner I do,
there not being the leaft Profpe&t of
Advantage to myfelf init; but thatl
am fure of its Effe&ts, from thorough
Experience, and that I have all ima-
ginable Reafon to believe that it will
prove of general Advantage to the
World : there not being a Family, to
which it may not at one time or other
be of the greateft Ufe.

I have many times known about a
Scruple of the Powder, mix'd with a
fittle Black-Cherry Water, reftore Chil-
dren that have been agonized with
the moft exquifite Convulfions that
can be conceived ; but then it hasbeen
repeated in lefs quantity very often

till
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till they were perfeitly well. I hardly
ever knew it given to Children with-
out advantage : A Cure is not always
ta be expected, but Relief is a great
Blf:fﬁng in fuch miferable Difeafes.

It's good in their Gripes, either to
obtund the Acrimony of the Bile or
Pancreatick Juices ; and if they will
not take it any other way, may be
given in their Pap, Pannadoe, or Breaft-
Milk. Even to Infants there can be
no Error in giving them too much,
but the more they take, the better ; it
being of a nounﬂnng Quality, and no
ways hot, or in the lealt tending tq
throw them into a Fever ; nay, is ra-
ther of itfelf a Febrifuge. I have often
found it of great ufe in the difmal
{low Fevers, attended with Convulfive
Symptoms. ‘

I have never, through the Courfe of
my Practice, {een but two Perfons la-
bouring under that frightful Diftemper
called the Chorea Santti¥Vitis,or St. Vi-
tes’s Dance 3 or at leaft that might be

truly
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truly called {fo. The firft was before
I knew the Ufe of Mifletoe: She had
the Affiftance of other Phyficians be-
fide me ; but in fpite of all that could

be done, fhe died miferably.
About three Years fince, thefecond,
a Girl of about Seven Years of Age,
was brought to me. Every Muicle of
her feem’d to be convuls'd; if the were
upon her Feet, the was always dan-
cing, and throwing her Arms about ; the
Mulficles of her Face would be variouf-
ly diftorted, and her Head moving
backward or forward, or from fide to
fide, fo as to be a moft moving Ob-
je&t of Compaffion. If fthe were in
Bed, {he was under the fame Circum-
ftances ; one being obliged to be con-
ftantly by her, to keep the Clothes
upon her, and fhe had no Sleep. She
took about two Drams of the Powder
every day, and by that time fhe had -
taken twelve or fourteen Ounces, fhe
was made perfectly well, and fo con-
tinues. She grew better by that tume
the
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fhe had taken it two days, and ina
manner well in about a Fortnight: but
I order’d the Continuance of the Me-
dicine, till fhe had taken the quantity
before-mention’d, to fecure her againft
Returns.

I have an intimate Acquaintance,
an excellent Gentlewoman, who had
labour’d under Convulfive Diforders

for twenty Years, and did not want
the beft Advice ; her Life was render’d

thoroughly miferable : But by the Ufe
of the Powder of Mifletoe for a Year
or two, fhe is become perfectly well,
enjoying the Cemfort of Life as much
as any one does.

I have known {o many Inftances,
both in Young and Old, in Rich and
Poor of both Sexes, fome of whom
had been many Years afflited with
Epilepfies, and other Convuliive Dif-
orders, that have been either cured or
received Benefit from this Divine Re-
medy ; that I think myfelf bound in
Conlcience to divulge the Ufe of it to

the
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the World; fince, as I have be-
fore obferv’d, it is capable of doing
greater things than ever I knew per-
form'd by any one Remedy, and
I think it uncapable of doing any
Hurt.

Another principal Reafon that has
induced me to it, 1s for the fake of
the Poor, the Meaneft being able to
procure it as well as the Rich, and

that it wants little or no Skill in the
Adminiftration of it.

Whilft the Virtues of Mifletoe were
confin’d to that of the Oak only, it
was of little or no Ufe to the World,
as not being to be procured. I have
been five and thirty Years a diligent
Searcher after it, but never could yet
fee one Sprig ; and as I have before
obferv'd, have never met with above
two that had. If the common Mifle-
toe that is to be met with in every
County of our Fortunate Ifland, is
capable of doing as great things, as
have ever been recorded of the Mifle-

E toe
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toe of the Oak; I fhall have that
Pleafure and Satisfa&tion of Mind,
which generally redounds to thofe that
have the Happinefs of being Benefac-
tors to the Age they live in, which I
have in every Part and Circumflance
of Life endeavourd.

But if from the common Voice of
all Ages, and the modern Inftances I
have produced, Mifletoe of the Oak
muft ftill be prefer'd : I do not doubt
but every Oak in England may be
made to produce Mifletoe by the Me-
thod I have before proposd. And
perhaps the Druids took that Method
to propagate it upon fuch Oaks as
were for their turn. And when that
can be had in plenty, it will be no
great difficulty to diftinguith whether
it excels or not: But I am really of
opinion, that all Mifletoe is the {fame,
for the Reafons before alledg’d.

In this Differtation I have carefully
avoided entring into the Reafon why
Mifletoe is fo excellent a Remedy in

Epi-
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Epilepfies, and of confequence in all
other Convulfive Diftempers; but re-
commend it to the Ufe of the World
from the large Experience I have had
of it, which is the fame way that the
famous Peruvian Bark was uther’d in :
and perhaps the Experience of future
Practitioners may make that matter
more clear, than at prefent I am ca-
pable of doing. Nay, fhould I at-
tempt it, it would {well the Bulk, and
of confequence the Price of this Dif-
{ertation, and be of no advantage to
the ordinary Sort of People, whofe
Benefit by this Publication I propofe
as much as the Rich.

I began with it upon a Rational
Foundation, and the Succefs has an-
fwer'd my ExpeQation, even to my
Amazement in fome Inftances. I
don’t doubt but others will try whe-
ther what I have faid be true; and
when they fee that it anfwers their Ex-
pectations alfo, I hope it will exercife
the fine Genius’s of the Age, to draw

D Con-~
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Confequences from it, that may be
of great ufe.

As the Bark does fometimes want
an Auxiliary, to enable it, entirely to
overcome an obftinate Quartan Ague ;
fo I have fometimes found that Mifle-
toe has done better in fome obftinate
old Epilepfies, with the afliftance of
an Auxiliary, than alone.

A Dram of Sal Martis added to an
Ounce of the Bark, will make that
Ounce more effe¢tually to cure an in-
veterate Quartan, than fix times the
quantity of the Bark alone will do
without it: So I have f{ometimes
knowna Dram of Affa-fetida added
to an Ounce of the Mifletoe-Powder,
and made into an EleCtuary, make it
a& much more powecrfully than alone.

Gentle Purging, and f{ometimes
Bleeding, are ufeful before the giving
of the Mifletoe : but I have been for
fome Years afraid of giving Vomits,
even of the gentleft {ort, in Convul-
five Diftempers, from fome terrible

Acci—_
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Accidents that have been like to en-
fue from moderate Dofes of Ipeca-
cuana itfelf ; the fafeft and perhaps
the beft Vomit that ever was made
known'’ to the World, barely asa Vo-
mit to cleanfe the Stomach.

If the Plant be not dry’d, powder’d
and prefervd in the manner I have
direted, there is {carce any other way
of keeping it, but that it will be ren-
der’d intirely ufeles. This I defire
may be carefully obferv’d by every
body. _

I don’t doubt but even Mifletoe of
the Oak itfelf, or what People have
called i{fo, has often unfuccefsfully
been given, from not being gather'd
in right time; or if it has been fo,
either ill-dried, or not carefully pre-
ferv’'d afterwards.

From the Hints I have given, I
hope others will be difpofed to try
this Medicine to a further Extent than
I have been able to do : I have been
cramp’d in it, becaufe it was not to

3 be
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be had in more than two Apotheca-
ries Shops, that I could depend upon
for its being regularly managed. But
for the future, fince it will put them
but to very {mall Expence, I hope no
Shop in the Kingdom will be with-
out 1it.

If any one will be fo good, as to
communicate to me any, either Medi-
cinal or Natural Obfervations, that
they have already, or fhall hereafter
make, in relation to the Subje¢t here
treated of, they fhall not fail of my
moft grateful Acknowledgments.

g he End of the Firft Pért.
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S HE Impreflion of the firft
“ 2 Part of the Differtation con-
,r cerning Mifletoe  having

WS been kindly received, and
fold off; I have thought fit to add
{fome farther Obfcrvatlons, and like-
wife to be more particular in my Di-
rections for the Ufe of this amazing
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Remedy, fome People having com-
plained of my being defective in that
matter.

Now fince I had nothing but the
common Good in my View, in the
publithing my Obfervations of the
Qualities of this extraordinary Plant,
I fhall endeavour to make every thing
as plain as I am able. And fince the
Poor are thofe whom I chiefly aim at
{erving, what is farther to be added,
I have thought fit to do by itfelf, that
thofe who have the firft, may buy this

apart. |
It has been no fmall Grief to me

to obferve, that when a Fever has
reigned within the Limits of London
to a greater degree than ever I have
known it; when the Bills of Morta-
lity have been at the higheft, the Ar-
ticle of Convul{ions has been double
to that of the Fever.

It is not improbable, but that ma-
ny of thofe Convulfions were the

Confequences of the Fever. Now,
fup-
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{fuppofing that true, I have fometimes
obferv'd, that Mifletoe being brought
in as an Aid, and given in large
Quantities, will prevent the Fatality
of even thofe Convulfions.

The far greateft number of Sick,
not only in the Country, buteven in
London itlelf, are committed to the
Care of the moft ignorant Pretenders;
now even thefe People would moft
certainly be glad to recover their Pa-
tients, for thereby they would efta-
blith a Reputation, and fecure a Live-
lihood : For the meaneft of thefe In-
truders, Mifletoe is a proper Remedy ;
it cofts little, will do no hurt, and, as
even they are here inftructed in the
Ufe of it, will do eminent Good, and
gain them Fame. If it fails of Suc-
cefs, fince their Patients are fure not
to be Sufferers by it, they can rececive
little Damage.

I have met with three or four in the
compafs of this Year that Milletoe
has not had the defir'd effe@ upon;

| one
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one of which was a young Gentle-
man, whofe Fits attack’d him only in
his Sleep ; (he formerly had had them
when he was awake.) The Fits that
attack People in their Sleep, I have
always found moft difficult to be o-
vercome, as alfo to be accounted for :
however, I am in my own Mind fa-
tisty’d, that by a long-continu’d Ufe
of this Medicine, or by takingitina
different Form from what he did, he
is 1till to be made well.

The reafon for this my Opinion is,
that the Texture of his Brain and
Nerves is not yet {o far broken, but
that they ftill feem capable of being
repaired.

Another of which was a poor Youth
of fifteen, who had had the Diftemper
from his Cradle; and tho’ he had his
Medicines for nothing, yet he wanted
Clothes to fecure him againft Cold,
and I doubt the common Necefiaries
at home.

His
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His Fits were frequently ftav’d off

for whole Moons, which had never
been known before ; but upon return
of cold Weather, for want of being
well cloth’d, and other Accidents, the
Fits would return again, and fo I fup-
pole continue to do: the Careleflnefs
of the Parents having difcourag’d me
from doing any thing more for him.

A third was a young Gentleman,
who had only a Fit or two a Month ;
and in his Fits there was fomething
peculiar ; but was not made well in
three or four Months: fo I left off vi-
fiting him, there fceming a fort of
uneafinefs that he was not free from
his Fits in that time.

The fourth was a young Woman
about twenty-three, whofe good Mo-
ther had fpent her whole Subftance in
feven Years Attempts to make her
well.  In the four Months T have had
her under my Care, there has been
feveral times an appearance as if fhe
would be made well: but Diftrefs of
: Mind
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Mind from her miferable reduced
Circumftances, having before livid
well, has, I believe, eluded the force
of the Medicine ; tho' I am ftll in
hopes to recover her, notwithftanding
her Cafe is moft miferable.

But thefe four Inftances, where Suc-
cefs has been wanting, are nothing in
comparifon of the great numbers that
have been made well.

I have lately come to the know-
ledge, that Mifletoe will, with very
little trouble, yield its Tincture in
Spirit of Wine: but not to arrogate
to myfelf what is not my due, I {hall
here declare the way how I came to
the knowledge of it, which is as fol-
lows.

Mr. Small the Surgeon, beingin the
Shop of Mr. Ridde an Apothecary in
Villiers-Streety York-Buildings, as they
were talking about the wonderful Ef-
fe@ts of Mifletoe, Mr. Small faid, That
it was great pity that the Fowder was
difagreeable to fome very nice Sto-

machs,
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machs, as indeed I have {ometimes
found 1t to be ; he therefore defir'd
the other to try whether it would not
yield a Tin&ure in highly reéify’d
Spirit of Wine, as the Jefuits Bark
and /irginian Snake-Root did: If {o,
he did not fee why it might not be
more efhicacious than the Powder, as
the Tinétures of the other two were.

Mr. Riddle immediately fet about it,
and in a quarter of the time that ei-
ther of the others would emit their
Tin&ure, it afforded a rich and noble
one : fo he immediately brought me
a Bottle of it, with which I was highly
delighted.

Several of the Chymical Writers
have recommended the Spirit of Mifle-
toe as an excellent Menftruum to ex-
trat a Tincture from Red Coral.
Now it being ufual for too many of
thofe Authors to publith things upen
Truft, or the bare Whimfies of their
own Brains, I refolv’d to try this Affair

mylfelf, and not truft it to any one elfe.
I
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I filled a Glafs Retort as full of
Mifletoe as it would contain, by cram-
ming of it in. Ithen put the Retort
into a Sand-Furnace. For twenty-
four Hours I made fuch a Fire as
would heat the Sand well, but not
make it red-hot: in this time, little or
nothing at all came over into the Re-
ceiver. It is to be obferv’d, that the
Mifletoe was perfectly well dry’d, fo
that all its aqueous Humidity was
gone. Afterwards I augmented the
Fire, fo as to make the Sand red-hot ;
and from about eight Ounces of Mifle-
toe, I had near two Ounces of acid
Spirit much about the f{ame Strength,
and not much differing in Tafte from
the common Spirit of Vinegar.

What this acid Spirit will doas a
Medicine, I have not yet tried ; but
may do it hereafter. This Spirit I
poured upon two Drams of red Coral
finely powder’d: it immediately fell
to work upon the Coral, as any other
acid Spirit of the fame Strength would

3 do. -
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do. I let it ftand {o for fome time,
without the Afliftance of any external
Heat. I afterwards put it into the
Sand-Furnace, where I kept it about
forty-eight hours, in a pretty f{trong
Heat, in a Bolt-head with a very long
Neck, that nothing might evaporate.
It had in that time diffolv’d a good
Part of the Coral, as other acid Spi-
rits of the fame Strength would do
but extracted nothing out of the Co-
ral, that might be called a Tin&ure.

From the niceft Obfervations I have
been hitherto able to make, the prin-
cipal Life and Energy of Mifletoe
confifts in its Refin, as does that of
the PeruvianBark,and /- irginianSnake-
Root; and therefore by the means
of highly rectify’d Spirit of Wine, a
Tin¢ture may be extra&ted from it,
that contains all, or the greateft part
of its Virtues.

I am fure that the Tin&ure of the
Pernvian Bark, from many Years Ex-
perience, will cure an inveterate Quar-

G tan
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tan Ague, better and more effeGtually
than the Powder will do. Now when
the Tin&ure is extra&ted from the
Bark, what remains is no better than
Saw-Duft, which can never be di-
gefted by a human Stomach, and may
lodge there, and in the Plice of the
Guts, and do much mifchief: But
with the Powder of Mifletoe it is not
{o, it being of a more lax and mucila-
ginous nature, and therefore can lodge
no where to do hurt.

But it’s not improbable that that
Mucilage which is in the Powder, and
hinders it from doing hurt, may fo
invelope the refinous active Part of it
as {ometimes to hinder its doing that
Good, which 1t will do alone, when
diffolved in Spirit of Wine.

Obferve, that Spirit of Wine high-
ly re&ify’d, will no more touch the
mucilaginous Part of the Mifletoe,
than it will the Saw-duft Part of the
Peruvian Bark.

I am now fully convinced, that

Miile-
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Mifletoe is almoft, if not altogether,
as certain a Specifick in the Cure of
Epilepfies, and other convulfive Dif-
tempers, as the Bark is in curing Inter-
mitting Fevers ; and f{o, thanks to Pro-
vidence, we have another Specifick.

In old and obftinate Quartan A-
gues, the Bark will not overcome them
without Difliculty, and Length of
Time ; and fometimes not at all, with-
out the Afliftance of the Saltof Steel,
and {ome other Helps : and afterall,
upon any Irregularity, or taking Cold,
the Ague will return with as great
Violence as ever.

So it is in old inveterate Epilep-
fies, and other convulfive Diftempers,
Mifletoe alone will not {ometimes
take place, but wants the Afliftance of
AlfJa-fetida, and fometimes of other

things ; which things, by themfelves,
- would prove of no effe¢t at all. Up-
on Accidents, or Cold-taking, the
Diftemper will be apt to return; as
it is with obftinate Quartans.

G 2 If
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If it {fometimes happen to fail in
the curing of old inveterate Epilep-
fics ; that may proceed from the Tex-
ture of the Brain and Nerves being
fo broken and deftroy’d, as never to
be able to admit of being repaired :
This is no Argument againit the Me-
dicine’s being a Specifick for the Cure
of the Diftemperin general, as it moft
certainly is, and will even do good
to the Incurable.

But in recent Epilepfies, and even
the St. Zitis’'s Dance itfelf, it will, as
far as I have feen, as certainly cure, as
the Bark will a Quartan Ague ; and is
therefore by much the greater Reme-
dy, by how much the one Difeafe is
orcater and more formidable than the
other. Butas it is fo, a much greater
Space of time is neceflarily required
for the extirpating of it, than of the
other.

In Confumptive Cafes, proceeding
from a Decay of the Lungs, or any
of the Noble Parts, it's very common

o
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to {ee, during the time that Matter is
forming, a regular Paroxifm of a Fe-
ver, fo exatly refembling that of a
common Ague, that no one thing can
be more like another ; beginning firft
with a cold fhivering Rigour, after
that with a hot burning Fit, and when
that is gone off, with profufe Sweats.

The Bark will rarely fail to ftave oft
thefe Fits for a time, but would never,
that I could yet obferve, prevent their
Return ; and when they have return’d,
it has been with greater Violence,
and I fear with worfe Confequence to
the Patient, than if it had never been
given. I am inclin’d tothink I can
aflign a Reafon for it; but that does
not belong to this Place.

It very commonly happens, that E-
pilepfies, and other Convulfive Dif-
orders, are not original Difeafes, but
Symptoms and Confequences of fome
other Diftemper or Accident.

As for inftance, Worms corroding
the moft fenfible Membranes of the

Guts,
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Guts, impaflable Stones in the Ure-
ters, wounded Nerves and Tendons,
&e. |

Mifletoe. will frequently relieve
People under all thefe Circumftances,
but will not cure them : But that may
be faid of this, which cannot be faid
of the Bark, That if it does not cure
them, it will do no hurt. By the
means of it, both Phyficians and Sur-
geons may gain time, which is a
thing of the greateft confequence :
(Rui dat Tempus, dat Vitam.) By
which means the greateft Difeafes, and
moft terrible Accidents, may fome-
times be overcome.

I fhall here give an Account of a
Couple of Cafes which have fallen in
my way, fince the publithing of the
Firft Part of this Differtation, and very
extraordinary ones they are.

- About the middle of December, a
very worthy Man in the City brought
his Son to me, an only Child, of
about eight Years of Age. About a
2 | Year
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Year and a half before, he had the
Confluent Small-Pox: Soon after
the Small-Pox was over, he was at-
tacked with Epileptick Fits. The
Father immediately had recourfe to
a Phyfician of Eminence ; he not
{fucceeding, he applied to another,
and {o to athird: but whatever was
done, had no efle®, for he every
day grew worfe and worle; {o that
at laft his Parents determined to give
him no more Medicines, defpairing
of a Cure. Notwithftanding which,
upon the Father’s reading the Differ-
tation wupon Mifletoe, he alter’'d his
Mind, and immediately brought the
Child to me.

It was as melancholy a Spectacle as
could be beheld. From being a Child
of lively Temper, and quick Under-
ftanding, he was become {tupid. When
he had no Fit upon him, his Mulcles
were always in motion. If he were
fitting, he would dart himfelf out of
his Chair, like an. Arrow out of a Bow,

hitting
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hitting his Head againft the Wall, or
any thing elfe that was before him ; {o
that they were forced to have one
always with him, for fear he fhould
dath out his Brains, or dart himfelf
into the Fire, and deftroy himfelf that
way.
I prefcrib’d for him as follows :

¢ Take of the Powder of Mifletoe
dricd in the manner before direéted,
an Ounce; Afla-Feetida, a Dram;
Syrup of Pioneys, a fufhicient Quan-
tity to make an Ele¢tuary.’

™ ™R

Of this I ordered him to take the
Quantity of a Nutmeg, firft in the
Morning, at five in the Afternoon,
and laft at Night ; and to drink after
each Dofe a Draught of the following

Infufion.

¢ Take of the whole Plant, Leaves,
¢ Berries, {mall Twigs and large ones,

¢ grofsly bruisd in a Mortar, four
¢ Ounces ;
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Ounces of the Flowers of red Pio-
neys, one Handful; boiling Water,
a full Quart: Infule in a Pot clofe
ftopt by the Fire-fide, fortwo Hours ;
then {train out, and {weeten with
two Ounces of Syrup of Pioneys.’

L] Ll L ol & Lal &1

For a Month, or {omething more,
he found Iittle or no Benefit; nay,
{fometimes the Fits would be more
frequent and violent than they had
been before: However this did not
difcourage the honeft Parents, but on
they proceeded, and had their Wifhes
and Expe&ations effectually anfwer’d.
When he began to mend, he fenfibly
grew better every day, and by the end
- of March was perfeitly recoverd, as
brisk in his Temper, and as quick in
his Underftanding, as any Child, I
think, I ever faw in my Life.

For Security-fake, I defired that he
might take the Medicines Night and
Morning for two or three Months
longer, which was readily comply’d

H with ;
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with ; and he has never had a Fit
{ince.

Mifletoe generally keeps the Body
open; but when it does not doit, it
is neceflary, once in three or four
Days, to give {fome very gentle leni-
tive Medicine : but never any ftrong
Purge, which always does Mifchief in
Epileptical Cales.

It always kept this Child regularly
open, {ohe had never any thing given
him, from beginning to end, but
what is here mentioned.

I own, that when I firft faw this
Child, I did apprehend his Cafe to
be {fo very delperate, that I did not
think it poflible for him ever to be
made perfeétly well : but thro’ God’s
Mercy, 1 was deceived.

On the twenty-feventh Day of De-
cember, 1 was fent for to a moft beau-
tiful young Lady of about eleven
Years of Age, whofe Circumitances
were moft deplorable. She had the
St. Zitis’'s Dance in as extreme a man-
_ R | ks
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ner, as perhaps ever any one had: I
had never {een any thing before like it.

Her Underftanding was greatly im-
paird ; fuch a Faultring in her Speech,
that {he could {carce fpeak a Word fo
as to be underftood. All the Muf-
cles of her Body were continually
convulfed, both in Bed and up. She
could neither ftand, nor ufe her Hands
fo much as to feed herfelf. For three
or four Nights in the Week {he would
never {leep at all, but pafs the whole
Nights in the moft hideous Shrieks and
I.amentations.

She was attack’d about three Years
before with {light Epileptical Fits ;
upon which her tender Mother fent
for as able and honeft a Phyfician as
any of the Faculty. I am fure he
treated her with the utmoft Compaf-
fion and Care; however all his At-
tempts proved ineffeCtual, for want
of being thorowly acquainted with
this glorious Specifick. The Difeafe got
ground of him, till it arrived to the

J5 0 Height
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Height before-mention’d, in {pight of
all he could do.

When I was called in, I earneftly
prefsd that the former Phyfician
might be continu’d, but that was
refus'd: fo I went on in the following
manner.

I fhall recite the whole in Eng/ifh,
that the meaneft Capacity may
comprehend it.

It is to be obferved in this young
Lady, that in lefs than a Week there
were manifeft Signs of her growing
better.

December 27. 1718, I order'd as
follows :

¢ Powder of Mifletce, a Scruple;
Syrup of Pioneys a fufhicient Quan-
tity to make a Bolus, to be taken
every fix Hours; drinking after
each, fix or feven Spoonfuls of the

following Infufion.
¢ The whole Mifletoe, bruiled as
¢ is before dire¢ted, three Ounces ;
' ¢ Pioney-

La L . - ">
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Pioney-Flowers, half an Handful;
Boiling-Water, twenty Ounces: In-
fufe in a Pot clofe ftopt, by the
Fire-fide, for an Hour ; then ftrain
out. To the ftrain’d Liquor add
Compound Pioney-Water, and Sy-
rup of Pioneys, of each an Ounce.’

~ Lot "™ "™ " ™ Lo

Twenty-ninth, I order’d the follow-
ing Purge ; and as foon as that had
done working, to proceed in the Ulfe
of the Bolus and Infufion. And for an
Aid, to give her the moft {peedy Relief
poflible under her miferable Circum-
ftances, I dire&ed Plaftersfor her Feet,
which I have frequently known to be
of great ufe in Diforders of the Head
and Nerves.

The Purging Infufion.
¢ Take of the Decofum Sennz
Gereonis, two Ounces ; Manna, half
an Ounce ; Compound Pioney-Water,
two Drams : mix and make aPotion,
to be given early in the Morning.
¢ Strain’d

[ T . T o TR
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¢ Strain’d Galbanum, three Drams
¢ Powder of Nutmeg, one Dram:
¢ mix them together, and {pread upon
¢« Leather, to be applied to the Soles
¢« of the Feet.

December the laft, I order'd the
Purging Potion to be repeated, and
that {he thould go on with the Bolus
and Infufion : The Diftrefs in the
Night continued, but the Convulfions
in her Nerves abated ; {o I order’d,
that during the Time of thofe Pa-
roxifms, fhe thould frequently take a
Spoonful of the following Mixture ;
and that a Plafter of ftrain’d Galbanum
thould be applied to her Navel ; and
that the Plafters to her Feet thould be

renewed.

¢ Afa-fetida, two Scruples; Rue
and Pennyroyal Water, of each four
Ounces; Compound Pioney-Water,
an Ounce ; Compound Spirit of La-
vender, a Dram; fine Sugar, half
; AP
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© an Ounce: mix them well together.
¢ in a Mortar.

Fanuary the third, the was much
better every way: I then orderd
¢ three Grains of Affa-fetida, and
¢ one Drop of Oil of Rofemary to
¢ be added to each Bolus.’

In this Method {he continued to the
end of Fanuary, fenfibly mending e-
very Day; I then order'd that fhe
thould take the Bolus and Infufion but
three times a Day, which fhe continued
to do till the end of February.

that time fhe was as well as ever
the was in her whole Life ; fhe could
walk and fpeak ‘perfedtly well; fhe
could not only feed herfelf, but few
for her Diverfion.

For Security-fake, 1 order'd the
continuance of the Bolus and Infu-
fion, Night and Morning, till the
End of 4pril, which was readily com-
plied with.

2 She
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She continues perfectly well, with-
out the leaft Appearance, that ever
{he had {o long labour’d under fuch a
terrible Illnefs.

I was in March laft called to a Gen-
tleman, who was in as diftrefled a
Condition as a human Creature could
poflibly be, labouring under a Compli-
cation of Diftempers, one of which
was a Convulfive Afthma; which was
{o grievous to him, that he told me
he had not been able to keep his Bed
for a whole Night together, of three
Months 3 and fometimes for feveral
Nights together, not to be able to
lie down in his Bed at all, butto fitup
with Windows open upon him,

I fhall not trouble you with his o-
ther Circumftances, which were very
grievous, (from all which he is very
well got over) but only give an ac-
count what Mifletoe did in the Cure
of his Afthma.

- I order'd him to drink a large
Draught of the following Emulfion
every
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every Night before he went to Bed,
and at times to drink the whole Bot-
tle before he rofe, if Sleep did not
prevent it.

Helmont, 1 remember, calls the
convullive Afthma Caducus Pulmonum,
which coming into my Mind, occa-
fion’d my giving him this Medicine.

¢ T order'd four Ounces of bruis'd
¢ Mifletoe to be infus’d in a Quart
¢« of hoiling Water for an Hour,
¢ then to be ftrain’d out; when per-
¢ fely cold, to add half a Pint of
¢ [ isbon White-wine : afterwards, with
¢ two Ounces of blanch’d Almonds to
¢ make an Emulfion, and to be fweet-
¢ ned with a fuf'ﬁcwnt quantity of fine
¢ Sugar.’

To the beft of my remembrance

he never had one Fit of the Afthma
afterwards.

But obferve what a quantity of
Mifletce he took every Night, even
I

as
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as much as could be got out of four
Ounces by Infufion in Water.

Tho’ I have obferv’d before, that
now it evidently appears to me, that
the moft ac¢ive Part of the Mifletoe
confifts in its Refin, which is only to
be extracted with Spirit of Wine; yet
it not being fo rugged a harfh Body
as the Bark is, the Refin being inve-
lop'd in a {limy Mucilage, it will, by
being infus’d in Water, part with
fome proportion of its Refin, which
the Bark will not; and, for ought I
know, its Mucilage may be of great
Ufe in many Calfes, efpecially in
young Children, to obtund the A-
crimony of the Bile, which is apt to
gripe them, and fo the Powder may
be better for themjethan given any
other way: But this muft be left to
Time and further Experience.

What I have hitherto done, till
very lately, has been by the means of
the Powder and Infufion, and great
things they are. If by the ufe of

the
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the Tin&ure I f(hall be enabled to
make a farther Progrefs, the World
may expe& to be inform’d of it in
due time. It’s but a few Weeks that
I have been Matfter of the Tin&ure,
but I already fece that great things
may be expected from it.

What 1 have obfervid, as to the
Quantities the Gentleman before-
mention’d took every Night, brings
to my Mind what I often thought of ;
which is, that I believe many noble
Medicines are laid afide as ufelefs,
for want of having been given in due
Quantities.

In recent Epilepfies, and ordiha-
ry Convulfions, which are Difeafes
that were formerly wont to give me
great Uneafinefs, efpecially the Epi-
leptical ones ; being conicious to my-
felf, from the moft careful Obferva-
tion that there was little Profpect
of getting the Maftery of them: I
now look upon themn as littie more
formidable than a Quartan Aguc ;

12 tho’
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tho” in their outward Appearance and
real Nature much more terrible.

The Cafes juft now recited are fuf-
ficient to demonftrate to the World,
that common Mifletoe is a great Me-
dicine, and highly to be efteem’d.
As for Mifletoe of the Qak, I have
never yet {een any, |

Thofe of the Antients, that were
Men of Virtue and Compaffion,
whenever they had any thing to com-
municate to the World that might be
of publick Advantage, always did it
in the known and common Lan-
guage : And as I defignthis for the
common Good, were I able to write
Latin in as elegant a Stile as Cicero
did, that fhould not induce me to
{end it abroad in any other way, than
in the homely manner in which it is
done.

I have turned over many Books,
{fince I publith’d the firft Part of this
Differtation, to {ee whether I could pro-

cure any farther light into the natural
| K Hiftory
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Hiftory of this wonderful Plant, but
at prefent fee no caufe toretract what
I have there advanced, nor indeed to
add any thing, or very little,

obannes Bauhinus has treated more
copioufly of it, than any of the Mo-
derns I have read. Scaliger, in his
way, hastreated it very fubtilely, but
I think advances nothing but Para-
doxes. To be thort, there is no one
that takes notice of it, except Car-
dan, but thinks there is fomething ve-
ry extraordinary in it; yet the Druids
alone, tho’ they did not explam them-
felves, {feem to be the only Perfons
who underftood its real Worth.

In other Trees that are propagated,
either by Grafting or Inoculating, the
Grafts or Buds feem to become of
the very fame Subftance with the Stock
into which they are inferted. Bue
with Mifletoe it's quite otherwife, as
appears plainly to the naked Eye;
which I can thew to any one.
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1 haveit from Dr. 277/lis, that it was
the earneft Wifh of the great Crazo,
That a Specifick for the Cureof the
Epileply might be difcoverd before
he died. '

I do verily and indeed think, from
the Tryals I have made in a Mult-
tude of Calfes, befides thofe publifh’d,
that Mifletoe is in reality a Specifick
for the Cure of Epilepfies and con-
vulfive Difeafes.

Why it thould be fo, I can as eafily
account for, from the Hypothefis of
Dr. Willis, as from that of Marcus
Marci. | |

Whilft T was writing this, I was
called to a Gentleman in a Fever, that
they faid was dying, and indeed he
appear'd fo to be ; he had a trembling
Pulfe, clammy cold Sweats, with a
Convulfion of the Tendons, and a
Faultring in his Speech, that he was
{carce able to exprefs himfelf fo as to
be underftood.. I gave him the Mifle-
toe in Powder, mix'd with Cochineal

and
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and the Tin¢ture in a Julep, both in
large quantities. ‘This was late at
Night, and next Morning he was re-
coverd to my Amazement. I verily
believe the Patient would have died
that Night, had it not been for the
Mifletoe ; not to difparage Cochineal,
which is a Medicine highly to be va-
lued, and beyond all others that ¥
ever faw, in Fevers of all forts. But
of this perhaps another time.

I defire, for the future, that the Bark
of the large Stalks may be dry’d and
powder’d with the Leaves, Berries, and
{mall Twigs, as being equal to, if not
{fuperior in Virtue to either of them;
but all together are beft.

What there is particular in the
Woody Part, I cannot at prefent tell ;
but have hitherto orderd it to be
bruifed promifcuoufly with the reft for
Infufions.

I have not yet dared to rob the
Mifletoe of but few ci its Berries ;
but from fome Obfervations I have

made
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made of them, I am inclin’d to think,
that they are the greateft Reftorers of
decay’d Nature, fwallow’d whole as
they are, either green or dry, and a
Draught of generous Wine to be
drank after them ; ten or a dozen
every Night at going to Bed.

The greateft Article of Convulfions
in the Bills of Mortality, I take to be
of Infant Children : The way of giv-
ing them the Mifletoe, is as follows ;
and moft prodigious things I have
{een done by it.

¢ Take of the Powder of Mifletoe,
as before directed, two Drams; Rue
and Penny-royal Water, of each, two
Ounces ; Syrup of Pioneys, half an
Ounce : Mix them together, and
give half a Spoonful, as oft as you
can get them to take it.’

Lo T L "™ L] ™

If they cannot be got to take it
that way, mix a little of the Powder
with fome Panada.

If
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If they are exceedingly griped and

loofe, apply alio the tollowing Plai-
fter to their Bellies :

¢ Venice-Treacle, and Oil of Nut-
¢ megs by Expreflion, of each two
¢ Drams: mix them together, and
¢ {pread upon foft Leather.’

If the Loofenefs continues, give

the following Glifter :

¢ Diafcordium made with Diaco-
¢ dium inftead of Honey, a Dram;
¢ Powder of Mifletoe, half a Dram3
¢ Penny-royal Water, three or four
[ 4
[4

Ounces; mix, and make a Glifter,
which give warm.’

If they arebound, which they rare-
ly are when they are convuls'd, give
them a little Manna in fome of the
Mifletoe Julep ; and if that don’t open
them, the following Glifter :

K ¢ Manna,
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¢ Manna, two Drams; Mifletoe-
¢ Powder, halfa Dram; Penny-royal
¢ Water, three Ounces; Qil of Ca-
¢ momile, two Drams : mix and make
¢ a Glifter.

- To Children of about ten Y¥ears of
Age may be given half a Dram of the
Powder, with three Grains of Affa-
Feetida, three times a Day, and a
Draught of the Infufion afterwards.

Men and Women may take a Dram
of the Powder, with five or {ix Grains
of Affa-Feetida, three or four timesa
day, aecording to the Urgency of the
Cafe, drinking a large Draught of the
Infufion afterwards, and may drink a
Draught of the Infufion betwixt
whiles : Now the fironger the Infu-
{fion is made, the better; fo thagit
be not made fo flrong as to naufeate
the Stomach.

Having for a great many Years {een
the moft convincing Proofs of the

wonderful Effeéts of the Mifletoe it-
I {elf,
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felf; being only gather'd in a proper
time, and carefully dry’d and powder’d;
it never enter'd into my Head to make

any Try&ls about extractiig a Tin¢ture
from it,-tho” I had long ago been con-
vinced that its chief Excellence con-
{ifted in its Birdlime; which is a moft
wonderful; tractable; {foft Refin, and
I knew diffolvable in Spirit of
Wine: nay, I have given the Birdlime
alone, join'd with fome proper Pow-
der to make it into Pills, in a deplo-
fable Cafe; with Succefs,

But fince the Tin&ure has been pre-
par’d, which is but a few Weeks fince,
I have reafon to believe, from {fome
Obfervations that I have already made,
that in particular extraordinary Cafes,
join’d with a fmall Proportion of
Tin&ure of Affa-Feetida, that it will
take place in a fhorter time than the
Powder will do'; but I fhall not give
an Account of the Method how to
extra&t the Tméure, till I have had a
larger Experience of it.

G How-
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However, both it, and the Mifletoe
gather'd in due time, and carefully
dry’d and powder'd, may be had at
Mr. Shorthofe’s, an Apothecary, over
againlt Hungerford-Market, in the
Strand ; and at Mr. Riddle’s, an Apo-
thecary in Villars-ftreet,Y ork- Buildings.

About the beginning of the laft
O&tober 1 was fent for to a Child of
about eight Years of Age, who had the
St. Vitis's Dance.

She neither could ftand nor fit; her
Hands were in continual Motion, that
fhe could not feed herfelf, nor hold
any thing in them ; her Head was
ccmtmually thrown from fide to fide,
or backwards or forwards; and her
Speech entirely loft.

This was a recent Cafe, of not a-
bove a Month’s ftanding, and by the
beginning of this prefent November
the was made perfecly well.

To prevent Miftakes, I fhall here a-
gain give an Account how People may
furnﬂh themfelves with Powder of

Mifletoe
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Mifletoe for the whole Year in Per-

| fe&mn

Take of the Leaves, Berries, ten-
der Twigs, and the Bark of the large
Branches, gather’d at the latter end of
December. Let them be dried over a
Baker’s Oven, which i1s a mild, con-
ftant and gentle Heat. When it is
perfectly dried, let it be put into
a Glafs Jar, Whlch muft be cover'd
with Leather, or ftopt with a Cork,
and kept in a warm and dry Place, that
it may not grow mouldy.

Obferve, that its bemg {corch’d in
drying, or growing mouldy after it
has been carefully dried, renders it of
no value.

The Stalks that are preferv'd for In-
fufion, muft, after they are dried, be
carefully keptin a warm and dry Place.

Since this is come out in due time,
I hope, for the future, that I {hall find
every Apothecary’s Shop furnifh’d with
Mifletoe, gather’d at the proper Sea-
| | | {on,
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fon, and dry’d and powder’d accord-
ing to Direction.

However, if what I have faid be
difregarded, and it prove otherwife, I
have before given an account where
People may furnifh themfelves with it.

I had it in my thoughts to have
publifh’d at this time, my Obferva-
tions upon the noble Qualities of
fome other fimple Remedies, wviz.
Cochineal, Virginian Snake-Root, and
the very common Herb Prunella;
but want of Leifure has prevented it.

POST-
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@G INCE the firt Publication
¢ 52 of the foregoing Differtation,
a8 | have had Prefents from two
Perfons of a {mall Quantity of true
Mifletoe of the Oak. By the beft
Obfervation I can make, I don’t ap-
prechend that it deferves in any Re-
{peét to be preferr’d before the Mifle-
toe that grows upon other Trees.

I could have greatly fwell'd the
Number of Obfervations, but thought
it altogether needlefs. ‘

il NI 8§
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