Observations on venereal complaints, and on the methods recommended
for their cure / [Thomas Gataker].

Contributors
Gataker, Thomas, -1769.

Publication/Creation
London : R. & J. Dodsley, etc., 1755.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/d4vznyrv

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/



















OBSERVATIONS

ON

VENEREAL COMPLAINTS,

AND ON THE

METHODS

RECOMMENDED FOR THEIR

L U eenlis

THE SECOND EDITION.

LONDON:

Printed for R.and J. Dopstey in Pall-mall ;
and fold by G. Hawxins in Hect-ﬁreet
and M. Coorer in Pater-nofter-row. 1755,






A

| g i e R i S

TO A

8 add coRo G Bresl(Doi: N

SIR,

O U defire me to communicate to yon
any obfervations on the venereal dif-
calc which I think may be ufeful.
T will endeavour to comply with your re-
quett, and with what I fend you may be worth
your perufal and attention.

It will be unneceflary to fay any thing of the
origin and progrefs of this diftemper, as they
are circumftances “chiefly of curiofity ; nor
- fhall I methodife what I have to offer, by the
diftinction of fe@ions for particular fymp;

| B toms ;
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toms ; but without much order or ftudied regu-
“Tarity you muft take my thoughts juft as-they
occur.

You tell me that having had few opportunities
of practice in this difeafe youhave been led into
errors and perplexities by relying, as you ima-
gine, too much upon the diretions of au-
thors. Ido not atall wonder at this: ’tis the
misfortune of thofe who have the moft occa-
fion for the affiftance of phyfical books, to be
leaft capable of receiving benefit from them ;
for after reading various opinions upon the
fame fubje@, and many of them perhaps plau-
fibly written, a good deal of experience is ftill
neceffary to determine which may be purfued
‘with the ' moft 'advantage. "I “am  thinking
‘therefore that I'may properly enough’ anfwer
‘the purpofe of your requeft, by making fome
curfory remarks upon the writers of this
‘clafs. " In doing this, T'fhall attempt only to
obviate the mifchiefs which may arife from
‘what I prefume are their principal errors ;
leaving the reft of their' works for your con-
fiderdtion in" the courfe of your praétice. ~As
‘to what you mention of my recommending
“to you particular books on this fubject, T beg
leave
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leave only to give one general rule : read any
of them, but read with caution, without relying
farther on the opinions of others than as they
{trictly correfpond with appearances, and your
own obfervation of faéts.

It would be tedious as well as ufelefs to take
a view of the multitude of authors who have
written on the venereal difeafe. I fhall fix
therefore, if you pleafe, upon two, whofe
books have been generally read, and are
reckoned the ftandard performances on this
diftemper. The two writers I mean, are our

countryman Zurner, and the celebrated Affruc
of Paris.

I thall begin with Turner’s account of a go-
norrheea ; and to fave your time as well as my
own, fthall, as I hinted before, remark only
the particular parts which I think effentially
wrong. . Iifhall enter very early upon this tafk,
as I prefume the dotor is in an error at his
{etting out, I mean in his definition of a gonor-
rhaea, If you will confult his Syphilis you
will find it is his opinion, that the difcharge
m a clap proceeds from ulcers in the urethra.
Tofome it may feem of little importance to
+ know whether  the difcharge is a real pus or
B 2 matter
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“matter flowing from ulcers in the paffage, or
“ whether it is an increafed quantity of the natu-
‘ral mucus oufing from the glands of the ure-
‘thra in men, and of the urethra and vagina in
women, arifing from an irritation excited hy
the venereal taint. For my own part, I think
the fettling this point a very neceflary circum-

“ftance to the cure; and as I look upon the
“latter opinion to be true, I fhall endeavour to
prove, that ulcers in the paflage are not pro-
duced in a gonorrhecea. With this view give
me leave firft to mention an inftance or two of
* fome appearances that occur in other diforders,
and which, on fome accounts, may be deemed
-‘analogous to the difcharge in a clap.

We daily fee inftances of perfons who from

a cold have a running at the nofe, which for
~{ome time is quite equal in quantity to
- what ufually happens in claps. Here, how-
ever, we have no f{ufpicions of an ulcer in
- the nofe, whofe internal furface is not unlike
~ that of the urethra. The fame may be obferved
from humours fettling on the internal mem-
“brane of the eye-lids, from whence tho a
watry ‘humour generally flows, yet in many
inftances the difcharge is purulent and very
confiderable
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confiderable in quantity. Do ulcers furnith
this ? Upon examination you will find the
internal membrane of the eye-lids diftend-
ed and inflamed, but not the leaft appear-
ance of ulceration. Here then you have a con-
fiderable difcharge, attended likewife with
pain, another fymptom of the gonorrhaea, and
yet no ulceration. Several inftances of this
kind might be produced. What a quantity of
yellow or green-coloured difcharge proceeds
- from the lungs of many perfons who never
had either impofthumations or ulcers there ?
But to come to the parts which are principally
affeted in a gonorrheea. Inftances frequently
happen where the venereal taint feems to have
injured only the outfide of the glans and the
inner furface of the forelkin. You f{ome-
times fee a very large difcharge from thefe,
which will prove infeftious to a woman
who has commerce with fuch a perfon, and
fome cafes of this kind require a good deal
of care and attention in the cure. 'This dif-
order is undoubtedly a clap, and is defcribed
as fuch by Affruc under the name of gonorrhea
Jpurta. Here then the difeafe being fituated
externally, the effects of the venereal taint are

g plainly
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plainly vifible. What is the refult’ of your
examination ? Not the leaft appearance of ul-
ceration is found, but the difcharge feems to
be an increafed and morbid fecretion from the

odoriferous glands and the neigbouring parts.
Another very convincing proof may be col-
le&ted from what happens in a venereal fwelling
and inflammation of the tefticles. This ac-
cident, which is often owing to the patient’s
irregularity and imprudence, or to an improper
method of treating the gonorrheea, not unufu-
ally comes on at the height or worft ftate of
the difeafe ; confequently the ulcers, if there
are any, muft then be as bad as they can be at
any time. In this ftate, however, we fome-
times find the difcharge is intirely ftopped in a
few hours, and inftead of it the patient has a
very painful fwelling and inflammation of one
or both tefticles. Immediately upon this fup-
preflion of the difcharge, the pain in making
water, which was before very violent, gene-
rally ceafes. 'What is become then of the {up-
pofed ulcers ? are they healed inftantaneoufly ?
or is the urine, the paffage of which gave
great pain before, become fuddenly f{o mild
and inoffenfive as not to caufe now the leaft
difturbance ¢
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difturbance? It is impoffible this thould be the
cafe, fince the urine in the mildeft ftate would
be apt to give fome pain in pafling over parts
that are ulcerated ; and it is natural to fuppofe
that the inflammation which often upon thefe
occafions affects the blood in general (for we
frequently find the blood fizy in thefe cafes)
thould rather increafe than leffen the heat and
fharpnefs of the urine. What follows will
ferve to explain this affair.

You bleed the patient for this fwelling and
inflammation of the tefticles, and ufing cooling
means internally as well as emollients outward-
ly, you abate thefe fymptoms; and generally,
tho’ not always indeed, the running appears in
fome degree again, attended with pain in mak-
ing water. 'The evacuations have probably
very much leflened this laft complaint ; but
{till as the running comes on, the pain in mak-
ing water is oftentimes increafed confiderably,
with a return of the chordee, another f}rmpf
tom which vanifthed likewife upon the late
fuppreffion of the difcharge. Is it not plain
from hence that there is no ulceration in thefe
cafes, and that the pain in the paffage is occa-
fioned by the flowing of the difcharge, the

B 4 peculiar
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peculiar acrimony of which irritates the parts,
and produces painful {enfations ?

It is furprifing that this opinion of ulcers
being formed in the paflfage thould have been
{o long taught and believed, when there are fo
many apparent reafons to the contrary. It
may feem needlefs perhaps to offer any other
arguments to prove the fallacy of it; but as it
has been the received opinion, and as I think
productive of many bad confequences in pra-
¢tice, I cannot omit two or three others (and
more might be produced) to corroborate
what I have already {aid.

There is a difeafe, you know, very common
to women, which 1s fometimes reckoned diffi-
cult to be diftinguifhed from a clap, I mean
the whites, a term not always applicable to the
difeafe, fince you will frequently find in thefe

cafes not only a very large and purulent dif-
charge, but it appears of as bad a colour and

confiftence as the moft virulent running.
Notwithftanding this, you do not upon exa-
mination find any ulcers in the vagina. Why
then muft there be ulcers there when a dif-
charge directly fimilar in its quantity, colour
and confiftence, arifes from a *._reriercal caufe ?

Lhe
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The ufe of bougies furnifhes us with another
very good reafon to difbelieve the exiftence of
ulcers in a gonorrhecea, at leaft it ferves as a
negative proof, by fhowing that matter, or an
appearance of matter, may be procured by in-
troducing a bougie into the paflage, and letting
it lie there a certain time. Upon removing
the bougie you generally find it fmeared over
with a fubftance like matter, and ( which
will feem extraordinary to perfons unacquaint-
ed with their ufe and application) this appear-
ance will be produced in a found as well as
a difeafed body. In fhort, whatever irritates
the glands of the urethra, and makes them
yield an increafed quantity of their mucus,
which is conftantly feparating to keep the
paflage foft and fmooth, and to defend it from
being irritated and inflamed by the heat and
falts of the urine, will moft probably occafion
this appearance of matter. I fhall end what I
have to fay upon the fuppofed ulcers, by men-
tioning one circumftance more.

Rl great number of bodies have been opened
who were affected with this difeale when
they died. The ftate of the parts, thus dif-
cafed, has been carefully examined by our

' moft
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moft celebrated anatomifts ; and the refult of
fuch enquiries has, as far as I can learn, al-
ways contradicted the received opinion of
ulcers.

Having fhown how little reafon there is to
fuppofe ulcers are formed in the urethra, ’tis
unneceflary to mention all the errors into which
fuch an opinion leads. I fhall juft make fome
remarks, however, upon the influence which
it feems to have had upon the practice of doc-
tor Turner. His general method of curing a
gonorrheea was by giving large dofes of calo-
mel mixed with fome of the ftrong purgatives,
as the pil. coch. min. or pil. ex duobus, 15 or
20 grains of the calomel to 3j 3(s or Bjj of one
of thefe pills. This dofe was to be given every
night if the patient could bear it, or elfe every
other night; and I prefume fuch a dofe re-
peated every other night only would be fuffi-
cient to weaken and injure moft conftitutions
of a moderate degree of ftrength. Thefe he
tells you were the purges commonly ufed by
the furgeons of the town. ™Tis true he gives
fome hints that different purges may upon
fome occafions be preferable, as in bilious or
hectic habits he advifes thofe of the cooler

fort,
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{fort, but here likewife orders xij or xv
grains of calomel to be. given over night,
He afterwards recommends an opiate to be
taken in the evenings of the purging days,
to difpofe the patient to reft after the tu-
mult raifed in the blood by the preceding
medicines. 'The neceflity of an opiate for
this purpofe implies the impropriety of the
dofe, for violent purging is hardly ever pro-
per in a gonorrheea, efpecially in the begin«
ning ; and whatever purge is {trong enough to
raife this commotion, is furely much better,
omitted. In fhort, you fee, without attempting
to moderate the {ymptoms caufed by the acri-
mony of the difcharge, or endaavaliring to
regulate the running, fo that it be not too
hattily forced on or too fuddenly check’d
without proceeding upon any rational procefs
in the cure according to the different ftages of
the difeafe, immediate recourfe is had to large
quantities of mercury, in order to deftroy the
venereal poifon, to bring the fuppofed ulcers to
digeftion, and put them into a ftate of heal-
ing. On the contrary, how often by this means
may the painful fymptoms be aggravated, the
conftitution harraffed, the ftrength impaired,
and the patient perhaps hurried into an un-

neceflary
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neceflary falivation ? It appears I believe from
what I have already faid, that the do&or
had but an imperfect idea of a gonorrheea;
and this will be {een Thll more if we confider
the method in which he treats the fwelling
and inflammation of the tefticles. This com-
plaint you know generally arifes from a fud-
den f{upprefiion of the running, and is a fymp-
tom fo dependent upon the management of it,
that a perfon who treats the one improperly
will not remove the other much more judici-
oully.

The immediate caule of this fwelling of
the tefticles, as I obferved, is generally attri-
buted to a too fudden fuppreflion of the run-
ning ; but the circumftances which bring on
the {uppreflion are various and neceffary to be
attended to.

Strang purges, particularly of the mercurial
kind, are wvery apt to produce this complaint:
they heat and diforder the body in general,
and by their irritation force the humours too
precipitantly upon the urinary paflage.

A more than ordinary degree of fharpnefs
in the difcharge occafioning violent pain, 1§
another caufe of this complaint.

A



[3234]

A full habit of body, heated by intem-
perance or ftrong exercife, difpofes the
conftitution very much to this diforder; and
in fuch a ftate the addition of a common cold
may give rife to this inflammatory {welling.

In fhort, whatever will throw a great fluxion
of humours on the urethra and its fecretory
glands which are already inflamed, will oc-
cafion a proportionable increafe of inflamma-
tion, pain and tenfion ; and any parts in' fuch
a ftate we know will yield but very little dif-
charge: hence the running being in a great
meafure ftopped or totally fupprefled, the
humours are probably determined to the tefti-
cles.

I muft not omit another very common caufe
of this diforder, namely, balfamic and reftrin-
gent medicines improperly adminiftered ei-
ther internally or by way of injection.

The fymptoms of this complaint are a heat,
pain and f{welling of one or both tefticles, the
pain fometimes extending up the groin. A
- {welling likewife and inflammation of the {cro-
. tum, attended often with the ufual fymptoms
~of inflammatory fevers.

One would fuppofe in fuch a cafe, that be-
fides the common emollient applications to

{often



[ 14 1]

foften and relax the diftended, painful parts,
together with a trufs or fome other bandage
to {upport the weight of the fwelling; I fay
exclufive of thefe, one would imagine imme-
diate recourfe fhould be had to the general
methods for removing inflammatory fwellings,
preferring probably fuch particular evacuation
as according to the nature of the cafe fhall feem
" beft calculated to leflen the fluxion, and derive
the humours from the difordered parts.

What is it do&tor Turner propofes for the re-
moval of thefe inflammatory fymptoms ? a very
ftrong, heating purge, of pil. ex duobus and
- calomel: the dofe to be repeated for fome days,
when if the running appears again, the fame
is to' be given at proper intervals to purge off
this-running. Neither reafon or experience
juftify fuch practice, which will not only be
liable to injure the conftitution, but will often
aggravate the {ymptoms inftead of removing
them. And why is all this violence thought
neceflfary ? the running it {feems is ftopped,
and muft be forced on again. It is cer-
tainly a very rational intention to endea-
vour at procuring a freth running, but this
~may be done by gentler means, fuch as

will more effectually anfwer the end propofed
| without
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without hazarding any ill confequence. It ap-

pears by the dottor’s own account that this

method was not always fuccefsful, tho’ he fays

it ufually difperfed the {welling; for he im-

mediately adds, if notwithftandin g this method

of purging, the pain and fluxion ftill increafe

“with inflammation threatening an abcefs, you
“muft vomit the patient with turpeth. mineral.
repeated at ‘due intervals ’till the tumour fub-

fides, and then purge off the running. Abfceffes

are very uncommon terminations of thefe fwel-

‘lings when they are properly treated, but I make
‘no doubt ‘the ‘do¢tor had feen fuch accidents,
as the heating, violent purges which he direéts

would naturally enough produce a fuppura-

tion by increafing the'inflammatory {fymptoms.

As to vomits, which'he propofes if the purges

fail, there can ‘be no objection ‘to . this* me-

thod of evacuation’in moft inftances ;' but why

muft they be mercurial vomits ? Others will

‘have an equal good effe@, and the' turpeth.
mineral. which-he recommends, isvery apt to

to work roughly anid uncertainly: Beéfides, if the

‘mercurial particles enter the courfe of the cir-
‘culation, they mlay bringon a fpitting, notwith-
‘ftanding all your care to prevent it, efpecially
when



[ 16 ]
when mercurial purges have preceded ; or af
leaft they will heat and inflame the blood,
which fhould be by every means avoided, ds
contrary to any rational intention of cure.

You will not hefitate to own the unfitnefs
of the do&or’s directions ; but you will fay per-
haps that the prefent practice differs confider-
ably in the manner of treating this diftemper.
" Iam convinced that there are many prai-
tioners: who treat every circumftance of
the difeafe with much propriety and judge-
ment ; but I cannot allow that the inftru&ions
of doctor Turner are wholly laid afide: daily
inftances prove the contrary : nor is it at all
{urprifing that opinions which a few years ago
were the eftablithed rules of practice, thould
be often adhered to now.

'The next article which our author mentions
is the bubo: but that complaint is much
oftener owing to the more malignant {pecies
of the venereal difeafe than to a gonorrhcea.

We come then laftly to the diforder termed
a caruncle; a complaint, which ’till within a
few years feems to have been very imperfeétly

underftood by the generality of furgeons, and
' from
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from miftaken notions of its caufes practitio=
ners were formerly led into fuch attempts to
cure it as generally proved unfuccefsful, always
painful, and fometimes fatal to the patient.

In order to give an account of this diforder,
which you particularly defire, I muft deviate
from my firft intention of examining only the
opinions of Turner and Affruc; for tho’ the
complaint is treated of by both thofe writers,
yet we may, I imagine, form a better idea of
the difeafe by taking a fhort view of the hifto-
1y of it.

It was originally the opinion that the ftop-
pages in the urethra arofe from flethy fub-
{tances growing there ; conformable to which
idea they termed the difeafe a caruncle or car-
nofity. I fhall go no farther back than to our
countryman #ifeman, who gives, 1 believe, as
full an account of the complaint as any pre-
ceding writer. * He defcribes caruncles to
be little grains of loofe fleth, arifing in the
urethra from the erofion of the venereal mat-
ter ; that they gradually increafe in fize, un-
lefs properly treated, and not only increafe,
but become callous ; as in time, he fays, does

L the

* 550, Felio edit.
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the whole paffage; and then the diforder
takes the name of a carnofity.

The cure he ingenuoufly owns to be no eafy
tatk. He mentions two methods of extirpat-
ing thefe fubftances; by medicines to con-
fume them, or by mere force with wax can-
dles, probes of lead, filver, or fteel, to tear
and break the flethy fubftances in pieces.

If the caruncle is recent, he propofes to *
cruth it to pieces by the common wax candle ;
but if this method fails, he then advifes the
ufe of medicated candles. Amongft the ingre-
dients of which thefe are compofed, are alum,
red precipitate, and calcined vitriol. The end
or medicated part of this candle is to be placed
upon the caruncle in order to confume it;
but if it cannot be paffed beyond the carun-
cle, you are then to convey a piece of cauftic
thro’ a canula to the caruncle, and deftroy
it by that means. Should it happen that
the caruncle is fituated far up the urethra, and
you can neither pafs the candle beyond it, nor
introduce the canula to reach it, you are to

attempt with a leaden probe to prefs upon it,
and ‘break or tear it off,

One
* senil
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One cannot think of all this violence upon
{o very fenfible a part without horror ; nor can
one upon this occafion help reflecting on the
uncertainty of hypothefes, and how cautious
a man ought to be in taking any opinion upon
truft, where there is a poffibility of examining
into the reality of the circumftances. In the
prefent cafe, the theory, however difagreeable
in practice, appears plaufible. "Twas the fet-
tled opinion, that the running of a clap pro-
ceeded from ulcers in the urethra : it was ima-
gined, reafonably enough upon this fuppofi-
tion, that loofe {fpungy flefh might fometimes
arife from thefe ulcers ; and as thefe {fubftances
became larger, they in a proportionable degree
might hinder the free current of the urine.
The method which was purfued for relief,
tho’ painful and dangerous, was agreeable to
the theory; that is, to break thro’ and fepa-
rate thefe flethy fubftances from the internal
{urface of the urethra; or, if that method fail-
ed, to deftroy them by corrofive medicines,

Many reafons might prevent a better know-
ledge of this diftemper formerly. The gonor-
rheea was lefs frequent than in later times, con-
{equently fewer inftances were likely to occur

G of
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of the ill effets of it ; caruncles, as they were
called, were often miftaken for the ftone ; and
as the operation for that diforder was lefs prac-
tifed at that time, the true caufe of the patient’s
complaint was probably never known; and
what contributed much to the ignorance of
practitioners in this refpect, was the neglect of
opening difeafed bodies. Time however made
a good deal of alteration in thefe particulars,
and the complaint became more the fubject of
enquiry.

Dionis was, 1 believe, the firft who pub=
lithed a different account of the caufe of this
diforder. He tells us, I that the exiftence of
excrefcences in the urethra was an opinion {o
firmly eftablithed by his predecefiors that no
one prefumed to difpute it; and yet, fays he,
upon carefully examining bodies who were
faid to have had this difeafe when they died,
I could never difcover any excrefcence; nor
have ever met with a furgeon, whofe autho-
rity might be relied on, that afferted he had
feen any. The way that Dioms accounts for
the obftrucions is, by attributing them to the
urethra having been corroded and ulcerated by

the

1 187. Operat.
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the venereal matter ; that the {cars or cicatrices
which were left after healing the ulcers, being
hard and of a callous difpofition, leflen the
diameter of the urethra, hinder confequently
the free paflage of the urine, and obftruct the
introduction of the probe, which obftruétion to
the probe’s pafling was thought to be owing
to a carnofity, I make no doubt but Dizozns
examined f{everal bodies who died with this
difeafe upon them, and I verily believe he
found no excrefcence or caruncle. I do not
difpute that he might fometimes difcover hard-
neffes in the paffage, and as it was genéra}l}r
imagined that the matter of a clap ulcerated
the parts, it is not at all {urprifing thefe hard-
nefles fhould be imputed to the fcars of former
ulcers.  Dionzs found very little advantage, as
he himfelf acknowledges, to refult from his
enquiries, the method which he propofes for
the cure being nearly the fame as was recom-
mended by his predeceflors. This notion of
{cars, however, became the prevailing opinion,
and is ftill one of the many caufes faid by fome
to produce the complaint. But whatever rea-
fon inclined him, as well as {everal fucceeding
pra&itionérs, to attribute the ftoppages to this

£ 1 caufe,
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caufe, the method which they took to remove
them had a palpable inconfiftency in the at-
tempt. They tell you that the complaint is

owing to the paflage having been corroded
with ulcers, and that the hard cicatrices or

fcars of thefe ulcers do in a greater or lefs
degree ftop the canal. How do they propofe
to remedy this evil ? By deftroying thefe hard-
nefles with corrofive applications, which, if
they really effet what is defigned by them,
muft neceflarily produce ulcers of at leaft as
great an extent as the former were {uppolfed to
be, and of courfe the f{cars or cicatrices of
thefe frefh ulcers muft leave the parts in full
as bad a ftate or worfe than they were before.

It will be ncedlefs to mention every writer
who took notice, after Dzonss, of this difor-

der. 'The opinion of its caufe, at leaft the
method of cure, proceeded for a confiderable
time in that kind of regular fucceffion of er-
ror, which in phyfical matters has fometimes
happened in other inftances.

I thall pafs therefore to Afruc, who diftin-
guifhes thefe obftacles into various kinds ¥ ;
as ulcers, caruncles, cicatrices, &c. and gives
an account of feveral methods which had

been
* P. 300. vol. L.
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been brought into practice for the cure of
them ; as by corrofive medicines ; by making
an incifion into the urethra to lay the ob-
ftacles in view, and after removing them by
different applications, fuitable to their different
ftates, to heal up the incifion; likewife by di-
lating the narrow or contracted part of the
urethra with tents, which, while they lay in
the paflage, became larger by the moifture of
the parts, and opened the canal in proportion.
All thefe methods he difapproves, and pre-
fers the ufe of rods or probes made of ductile
lead. One of thefe, of a {mall fize, is to be
pafled to the obftacle, and, if it cannot at firft
be introduced into the bladder, is to be put as
far into the paflage as you can without giving
much pain. It is to remain a few hours every
day in the urethra till it can be pafied freely
and eafily into the bladder; and then others
of larger fize are to be ufed till the paffage is
{ufficiently dilated and opened, and the urine

has a free difcharge.

L¢ Dran, in his excellent account of the
Jflulain perineo *, which complaint, as he has
obferved, generally owes its origin to fome dif-
C 4 order
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order in the urethra, propofes to foften the
callofities, promote a fuppuration, and enlarge
the canal by the following method. He di-
rects that a piece of cat-gut be pafled as far as
you can into the urethra, and, being left there
a certain time, it will {well by the moifture
which it imbibes, and will in fome degree open
the paffage. When cat-gut of different fizes
can be readily pafled into the bladder, you are
then to ufe linen that has been dipped in melt-
ed wax and afterwards rolled upon the cat-gut
in the form of a bougie ; which he thinks will
yield lefs than the fimple cat-gut to the in-
cqualities of the urethra, and therefore widen
the diameter of it more effeGtually. To pre-
vent a relapfe, which he has known to happen
three years after the cure feemed to be com-
pleated, he advifes that the bougie be fome-

times ufed after the obftacles are removed.
Col de Vilars *, another writer of great emi-
nence and credit, gives direGtions for making
bougies, which will gradually and eafily diftend
the urethra at the {ame time that they foften
and relax its fibres: with thefe, he fays, you
may curc the moft obftinate or inveterate
cafe;

* Vol. 4: p, 223,
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cafe ; but obferves that as the urethra hasa
difpofition to contract, (I fuppofes he means
after fome bad cafes) he advifes by way of
precaution or prevention, that the bougie be
ufed once a month after the cure.

I muft now recur to our own country men,
by whom very little was publifhed fince /#7fe-
man, at leaft very little materially different
from what he had obferved. Turner’s account
1s taken chiefly from #ifeman. DBut tho’ very
little was publithed on the diforder, yet our
beft praitioners were not idle in their at-
tempts to cure it. 'The methods which I have
juft related were the fubjects of their ex-
periments, and they frequently fuccceded in
" purfuance of the means recommended by
Le Dran and Col de Vilars. 'The method par-
ticularly of Col de Vilars, if carefully attended
to, was capable of procuring remarkable ad-
vantages; and yet the general pratice was
not fo much benefited by it, as might
have been expeted. The reafon of this
feems deducible from the falfe or imperfect
notions which were held concerning the
caufes of the obftructions. Some imagining
them owing to excrefcences or caruncles, ufed
his plain and well formed bougie only to break

thro’
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thro’ and repre(s thefe : fome attributed them
to the hard {cars of former ulcers, and con-
tented themfelves with overcoming and getting
beyond the refiftances which thefe were
thought to occafion, without leaving the bou-
gie long enough in the paflage to foften and
diftend it : others, and particularly fome who
have been long as eminently diftinguifhed for
their knowledge and integrity, as rank in their
profefiion, difcovering upon many examina-
tions neither excrefcences nor cicatrices of
former ulcers, but a mere contradion of the
diameter of the canal, and fometimes hard-
neiles, formed their bougies of fuch a con-
fiftence as to be pafled along the urethra,
yet pliable enough to yield to the courfe
of the paffage ; and tho’ fufficiently firm to
diftend gently and gradually, yet foft enough
to continue in the urethra without creating
much pain or uneafinefs; procuring hereby
every appearance which Daran (whom 1 (hall
{peak of next) claims to be the peculiar
property of his bougies, and likewife the fame
advantages in every refpect, as general ex-
perience now abundantly teftifies.

Thus had continued the ftate of this affair
fome years before Daran publithed his Preli-

mz'mzr_y
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minary difcourfe, wherein he undertakes to give
an account of this difeafe. I fhall, agreeable
to your requeft, fend you my opinion upon
that performance, and fhall examine what ad-
vantages may have arifen from it to the pub-
lick.

Many opinions you fee were entertained in
different times about the caufes of the obftruc-
tions, nor were the real caufes publickly de-
termined when Daran wrote his book. Some
embraced one opinion, fome another, and
others aci«:nnwledged all the imputed caufes.
In this uncertainty, the clearing up of which
to the publick feemed a circumftance of im-
portance, it was to be hoped fome one,
after a diligent and extenfive enquiry into
cafes of this kind, would difcufs the point can-
didly and uninfiuenced by common opinions.
What perfon, according to his own account,
thould feem better qualified for this tafk than
Daran? who, as he tells the world 1, has al-
ways made venereal complaints, and particu-
larly thofe of the urethra, his chief ftudy.
His boafted experience of * twenty years muft,
one would imagine, have enabled him to give
this fatisfaction to the publick, and to have re-

jected
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jected with certainty and authority the me-
thods which were recommended from mi-
ftaken notions. Abundant opportunities {feem
to have offered. Some patients might not ap--
ply to him till it was too late to affift them.
Age or accidental illnefs might prove fatal to
others before the cure of the obftructions could
be compleated ; nay he acquaints us  that 200
of his patients failed of cure by their difeafe
being complicated with fome other diforder.
Is it not ftrange that he fhould want curiofity
to examine the real ftate of the parts difeafed,
in order to fettle a point which he labours to
do afterwards, chiefly from the authority of
other people’s opinions ? 'The opening of dead

bodies is readily enough allowed amongtt the
French; and, when a fingle part only was to
be the fubjedt of infpe&ian, the doing it could
be attended with little difficalty or trouble.
We might have expeted therefore, as he at-
tributes the diforder to * many caufes, that he
would have preferved fome of the real difeafed
parts, and have had inftances of each kind of
obftruction, Thus fome fhould have fhown
caruncles of different fizes and forms; others

ulcers ; others cicatrices ; and fo of the reft.
Such

t 179.
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Such a collection, as it would have been very
fatisfattory to the curious, would have been
likewife a ftrong enforcement and confirmation
of his own doc¢trine. On the contrary, Daran
adopts at once the whole lift of caufes men-
tioned by Affruc and others.

It would exceed the bounds of my prefent
defign to comment upon every part of this per-
formance ; give me leave, however, to offer
fome {pecimens of this author’s manner of rea-
{foning, and to make {fome remarks upon a few
of the moft interefting of his aflertions.

Daranis a greatadvocate for the * exiftenceof
caruncles, the reality of which he undertakes to
determine. He acknowledges -} that Dizonzs
and Palfyn, two very celebrated furgeons and
anatomilts, declare, that upon frequent exami-
nation of bodies who died with obftruétions in
the urethra, they never could difcover any ex-
crefcences ; and Palfyn he fays feems to have
given this opinion after due reflection }. Monf.
Petit 1s mentioned upon the fame occafion ;
who, according to Daran ||, had more oppor-
tunities than any other man in Euwrgpe to in-
form himfelf, by difle¢tion, of the nature of

venereal complaints. Mon{. Petit declares,
that
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that he had opened {everal perfons in whom
excrefcences or cicatrices were expefted to
be found ; but that, on the contrary, the in-
ternal furface of the urethra was free from
any fuch appearances. De /z Faye *, another
very eminent furgeon, made the fame exa-
mination on a great number of bodies, and
with the fame remark. In anfwer to thefe
fa@s, Daran infinuates that the accounts are
not true 4. Itis poffible, he fays, tho’it ap-
pears very extraordinary, that in the number
of bodies examined by thefe anatomifts, there
thould be none who had carnofities. But, as
impeaching the integrity and candour of thefe
celebrated men might be infufficient to de-
ftroy their authority, he endeavours to invali-
date their teftimony by the following very
extraordinary obfervation; viz. that as the
number of thofe bodies which have not been
examined is infinitely greater than thofe

which have, the negative argument of the
latter proves nothing.

He afterwards mentions two or three more
circamftances to favour this opinion, which
are as little conclufive as his other arguments ;
and endeavours, by the moft ftrained con-

’ ftruction,
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firuétion, to make * Dionis prove the exiftence
of caruncles, notwith{tanding he had juft before
quoted him as abfolutely denying them. He
likewife takes notice 4 of one cafe, which,
- tho’ he did not fee it, yet he feems to rely
much upon ; where an excrefcence thot out fo
far from the orifice of the urethra, that the
patient was fometimes obliged to cut off part
of it with his {ciffars. I will not deny the
reality of this cafe, but being at leaft an unufual
appearance, it does not properly ferve to prnvc
a general doétrine,

Daran 1 think feems tacitly to allaw
that caruncles are not often the objells of
Jight, and chufes to rely chiefly on the fenfe
of feeling ; for after bringing teftimonies of
authors in favour, as he imagines, of carun-
cles, he difclaims their affiftance, and offers
to prove the reality of caruncles by the fouch.
Why, fays he I, fhould I call in the affi-
ftance of the dead, when the living can {peak
for me? Iam ready to convince the moft in-
credulous by making them fee/ the carnofities,
fo-as not to leave the leaft doubt of their exi-
ftence. I will demonftrate to them, as far as

it
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it is poflible, that excrefcences, quite different
from ftrictures caufed by cicatrices, are
formed in the urethra. You will obferve here,
that he firft fays he will convince the moft
incredulous, fo as nwof to leave the leaft dowbt ;
yet immediately adds, that he will demonftrate
to them, as far as it is poffible, that there are
real excrefcences.

This author, tho’ he imagines that * carun-
cles or callofities are the moft frequent caufes
of the obftructions, yet infifts that the original
ulcers of the gonorrheea, from whence thefe
obftrutions are {fuppofed to be produced, do
ftill remain ; that the caruncles and callofities
are only - incruftations which hide venereal
ulcers, and that thefe crufts or {cabs formed
apon the ulcers, I confine a purulent matter.

Daran as well as other authors allow, that
the obftruétion is not, in many inftances, per-
ceived ’till feveral years after its fuppofed caufe,
the gonorrheea, has, in all appearance, been
perfetly cured,

It {feems therefore very extraordinary, that
ulcers fhould lie dormant for 10, 20, or 30

years, which he allows they do ||, in a part
{o
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{o extremely delicate and fenfible as the “ure«
thra. That they fhould not grow worfe all this
time, or occafion an alteration in the ftream
of urine by leffening in fome meafure the dia-
meter of the canal—that the urine fhould be
daily paffing over them without at all affecting
them by its heat or fharpnefs—that thefe uls
cers fhould be continued and maintained by
venereal matter, which, In -all other cafes, we
find very apt to fpread its influence fooner,
are circumftances very furprifing and unae-
countable, and require the ftrongeft evidences
to prove their reality.

In the firft part of my letter, I have endea-
voured to prove from analogy, from an atten-
tion to the {fymptoms, and from the autho-
rity of our moft celebrated anatomifts, that
ulcers in the paffage are not produced :in
a gonorrheea : but I will at prefent; yield to
the common opinion, and, fuppofing the
urethra to be ulcerated in that diftemper, let
us fee how this writer proves that the ulcers
remain many years after the cure of the go-
norrheea has been thought perfed, without
occafioning the leaft interruption to the cur-
rent of urine, dr any particular {enfibility in

the part different from what is common.
D After
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After afferting * that caruncles and callofi-
ties arife from ulcers which lie concealed, he
adds, I that: they plainly exift, becaufe ‘in
four hours, and fometimes- lefs, his medicines
bring the incruftations to a f{uppuration, and:
make the -eld ulcers difcharge in the fame
manner as when the gonorrheea was frefh
contralted. Here then refts the proof of
thefe long-dormant ulcers.  He puts his bou-
gie into the urethra, and, by keeping it there
a certain time, it bringson a running like a
gonorrheea frefh contracted. The fame argu-
ment might be brought to prove that almoft
every man has ulcers in that part ; fince there
is hardly any -bougie, if paffed into the ure-
thra, and fuffered to lie there the time he men-
tions, but will'generally produce the fame effe&t
in a perfon never difordered with venereal or
any other complaints. +*That this is a2 com-
mon {ymptom where the bougies have been
ufed in a difeafed ftate, is 2 very known ‘obfer-
vation. Wifeman mentions + a flowing of
matter upon the ufe of the candles. Ie
Dran, likewife, in his account of the ffula in

perinco,
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perineeo, has the following paragraph. * 1 The
ufe of bougies often occafions a fuppuration
in the urethra almoft like that of a gonor-
rheea, which fuppuration is frequently very
beneficial in diffolving the callofities, and con=
tinuesno longer than whilft thebougiesare ufed.
Daran carries this affair ftll farther ;
for he not only pretends that his bou-
gies, by their {pecific property, § actuate and
put in motion the venereal poifon, which has
long remained inactive in the concealed ul-
cers ; but (tho” he denies them to have any
intelligent power) they will not, he fays, affe&
any part of the urethra except it is difeafed:
* that if one of them is fuffered to lie in the
urethra of a perfon perfettly free from any
complaint, there will not be the leaft appears
ance of matter upon drawing out the bougie ;
and yet the fame bougie put immediately in-
to a difeafed urethra, fhall, when removed,
be loaded with matter on thofe particular parts
of it, which were in contact with the parts
difeafed. Indeed he informs the reader,
that the trouble of making the firft part of
the experiment, (the letting the bougies lie
in the urethraof a perfon quite free from
Dz ‘ complaiat,
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complaint, and expecting to fee it drawn out
without the leaft appearance of matter) is un-
neceflary ; it being {ufficient, it feems, that
thofe parts of the bougie which were fuppofed
to lie in contaét with the obftructions, are
marked particularly with matter. The truth
of the affair is this: Any emplaftic fubftance
made into the form of a bougie, and {uffered
to liein the urethra fome hours, will irritate
the glands of that part; and bringing on an
increafed fecretion of the natural mucus, as
well as an afflux of other humours, will pro-
duce a difcharge or running in almoft every
perfon whether difeafed or not. The quan-
tity of the difcharge is frequently different in
different habits, independent of any venereal
taint; and the fame differences are obferv-
able in refpet to the colour and confiftence
of the difcharge. Where the bougies are
ufed to cure obftructions in the urethra, we
not only fee them covered with matter, but
clots or little pieces of it are collected on par-

ticular parts of the bougie; and generally
about thofe parts which lay near the obftruc-
tions : the diameter of the canal being leflfen-
ed in thefe places, and, by that means the re-
gular courfe of the urethra bein g interrupted,

fome
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fome of the mucus probably lodges or ftag-
nates there. Not that this circumftance is al-
ways neceflary to produce thefe appearances,
for we fometimes find thefe pieces of matter
ftick on feveral parts of the bougie which

were not near the obftruéion: and even
where the bougies have been applied in a
urethra perfectly free from any diforder, the
fame may be produced ; a larger fecretion be-
ing accidently furnithed in fome places than
in others, or thofe parts of the bougies lying
probably in conta¢t with fome of the larger
lacune. Yet thefe Daran calls the } fup-
purations of preternatural fubftances, which
obftructed, or in part filled the urethra; and
which his bougies, by their fpecific power,
have brought away, laying open the conceal-
ed ulcers, &c. He does not ftop here; for
he not only tells the reader that his bou-
gies have brought the ulcers to run, and have
fet at liberty the poifon which lay long con-
cealed there; but to confirm what he has
advanced, he undertakes to demon{trate, that
the running, thus brought on by the ufe of his
bougies, is * malignant, or infectious. He pro-
pofes to prove this from the colour of the

NP D5 matter,
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matter, and from the communication of the
taint.

The colour of the matter, as well as the
running produced by the bougies, is a circum-
ftance which admits of great deception on
the mind of the patient, but can have little
influence on the judgmentof thofe who are
converfant with the venereal difeafe. The
difcharge, he fays, puts on its original colour,
becoming yellow or green. Daran cannot
{urely have given much-attention to the ap-
pearance in a gonerrheea, or have refletted
on the difcharges from other parts of the
body, upon various occafions, if he can fup-
pofe the yellow or green colour of matter to
be certain indications of infection.

I obierved before, that in the difeafe of wo-
men, commonly termed the whites, the co-
lour of the difcharge is fometimes yellow or
green. Appearances of the fame kind we
fometimes fee in men, where there never was
any infection,

I took notice alfo of the yellow or green
coloured difcharge from the lungs of many
perfons who never had either impofthuma-
tions or ulcers in thofe parts, g

The
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The fame is often obfervable in- the - matter
let out of abfcefles.

But to come to the experiment of the bou-
gies. 'The difcharge brought on by thefe in
a found perfon is frequently of the fame co-
lour as you {ee in claps. This proof of infec-
tion therefore carries not the leaft weight
with it ; and I believe the other, when con-
fidered, will be found as inconclufive.
~ Hetells us, * that if a patient,  who hasa
running brought on by the bougies, thould be
concerned with a woman, he will communi-
cate infection to her ; and that married men,
whom he has advifed to forbear commerce
with their wives during this difcharge, have
been concerned with other women, and have
infected them. How could this intelligenee

be procured ? Was it from the man or the
woman ? I fhould fufpe&t the evidence of

either. The man could not judge of this but
from the information of the woman; and if a
man, believing himfelf infected, fcrupuloufly
avoids commerce with his wife, to what other
woman has he recourfe?  in all probability
fu one devoted to the pmmlituous ufe of
maukmd and I fthould think it much mare

D4 likely
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likely that fuch a one fhould give a real in-
fetion to him. But whatever reafons might
induce Daran to advance this, he muft excufe
the general belief of it till the certainty of
the accident is better eftablithed ; becaufe, at
prefent, we find by eﬁperieh::ﬂ that the fa&
appears otherwife. Give me leave to mention
a circumftance or two more relating to this
author. |

A man that pretends to a fecret or particular
method of curing a difeafe, feldom allows any
other man to underftand it; and generally
{etsup his own knowledge as infallible. All
authors, * fays Daran, look upon the obftruc-
tions in the urethra as incurable; yet he gives
you a quotation from Co/ de Vilars 4 where
that author propofes a very rational and plain
method, and tells you that it will cure the
moft obftinate or inveterate cafe. Col de Vi-
Jars obferves, indeed, that the urethra has a
difpofition to contract; and therefore advifes
the ufe of the bougie once a month, to pre-
vent {fuch an accident. As this caution is, in
reality, only neceflary in particular cafes, one
cannot {uppofe Daran objels to it, efpecially
as it 1s agreeable to his own acknowledged

practice ;
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practice ; for * whenever the diforder is fitu-
ated near the veru-montanum, which it very
frequently is, he always advifes a continuance
of his bougies, becaufe of the difpofition which
he fays thofe parts have to contract; and yet this
is very inconfiftent with his general preten-
fions. He allows 4 that Co/ de Vilars's bougies
will relax the fibres of the urethra and gradu-
ally dilate the paflage, and if mercurial plai-
fter enters their compofition, he allows them
likewife a diffolving power, but thefe he de-
nies to be all the intentions of cure: no, his
bougies, by a f{pecific £ antivenereal and de-
terfive quality, open the concealed ulcers, f{ub-
due the poifon lurking in the ulcers, cleanfe
and heal them ; and cure the difeafe § radi-
cally. How happens it then, if the difeafe
is cured by medicines fpecifically adapted to
a peculiar poifon, and cured radically, that
the parts are liable to a contraction, which
will renew the fymptons of the difeafe, efpe-
cially as the veru-montanum lies fufficiently
open to the application of the bougies? Either
his remedy has no {pecific power, or is lefs
effe¢tual than he would allow it to be.
Daran

* Obf. 6, zme partic p. 137, +158. 1136, §23
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Daran mentions frequently his own infalli-
bility. * Hetalks of the infallible fuccefs of
his remedy, § and that all forts ‘of gonorrhceas
and their ill confequences are cured by him.
Yet he allows § that two hundred of his pa-
tients mifled their cure, by their diforder being
complicated with fome other difeafe.  We
{hould have been informed particularly what
thofe difeafes were. It is plain they were
not of the venereal kind; becaufe, || when-
ever he finds the cure protracted longer than
ordinary, without fome apparent caufe, he
has immediate recourfe to a falivation, and a
cure is effeted.  Are the following fome of
the complicated diforders which prevented the
nfual fuccefs? for he acquaints the reader,
that ulcers in the bladder, .. in the proftate
gland, and feminary veficles, will receive no
advantage from his method; fo likewife ul-
cers which have been of long ftanding, or of
fo virulent a nature as to have caufed a great
‘lofs of {ubftance, admit of no cure.

Here at leaft then the infallibility ceafes.

In the conclufion of his Preliminary dif-
courfe, he declares no patient of his ever had

arc-

%g2 F186. §18g. 1 {182, % 18s.



[ 43 ]

a relapfe unlefs he laboured under a complica-
cation of difeafes : but how is it to be determin-
ed when the diforder was complicated or not?
for if we admit that his incurable cafes fail’d
of fuccefs by the complication of difeafes, we
can never {uppofe, if the diforders in the ure-
thra have been radically cured, that other
difeafes will renew  the obftru@ions there.
Nay, he adds immediately, that he cannot
*® fay the difeafe never returns, becaufe fome
of his patients get freth claps, which, he
complains, they < attribute to a return of
the former diforder, — chufing to facrifice his
- character as well as their own veracity, rather
than acknowledge their incontinence. It muft
rely then upon the credit of the patient and
his furgeon to determine whofe account is
right ; tho’ the patient feems to have one cir-
cumftance ftrongly in his favour, and that is,
the improbability of a freth clap producing
thefe obftru@ions. If the patient has had,
according to Daran, excrefcences or cicatrices
in his urethra from claps ill treated, and if,
by a {pecific remedy adapted to the nature
of thefe complaints, they have been radically

and
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and abfolutely cured, will the accident of a
frefh clap neceffarily produce frefh excrefcen-
ces or cicatrices in the urethra ? No more, one
thould imagine, than a common clap proper-
ly treated would produce the fame obftructions
in any indifferent perfon.

As to the cenfure which, he fays, fome
people pafs upon him *, that the diforders in
the urethra which he has had the treatment
of, always return, I am convinced it is very
unjuft ; for tho’ he is erroneous in fome par-
ticulars, and we know by experience that
he is very far from being infallible, yet, asthe
hougies which he ufes are of a good confi-
ftence, and 1 fuppofe free from corrofive in-
gredients, I make no doubt but, by a careful
application of them, he will generally have
the {ame fuccefs that other people have. After
all, it muft be allowed that Daran has been of
{ome fervice to the public ; for tho’ in his book
he advances wrong notions about the nature of
the diforder and the requifites for the cure,
yet his extraordinary pretenfions to a fpecific
remedy and his boafted infallibility, engaged
the general attention ; and the boldnefs of his

affer~
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affertions becoming the obje of ‘enquiry and
confideration to the profeflion, a method of
treating thefe cafes properly, which was be-
fore beginning to diffufe itﬁ:lf became in a. .
little time univerfally known. -
* When Daran’s Prelimindry difcourfe ﬁrﬁ
appeared, many thought that there really was’
fome powerful medical virtue in the compo-
fition of his bougies. In confequence of this
opinion a variety of things, particularly the
whole tribe of mercurials, was tried to anfwer
the fame purpofes which his bougies were faid
to do. It appeared from thefe experiments,
that all thofe which were of a good form and
confiftence, which were free from painful and
irritating ingredients, and were properly ufed,
did exaétly anfwer in producing the fame ap-
pearances in regard to the difcharge, as” well
as every advantage in refpe&t to the cure.
Many, therefore, for a little time imagined
themfelves poflefled of the fpecific fecret;
but the knowledge of the diforder and its cure
becoming more general, thefe kind of no-
tions foon loft their credit: and now you daily
fee the worft cafes cured by bougies of diffe-
rent compofitions, the ingredients of which

3 claim
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claim ro extraordinary or fecret medical vir-
tues adapted to the fuppofed poifon, &c.

Having now given you the remarks which
I had to make on Turner’s opinion and treat-
ment of a gonorrheea, -and having made, I
~ fear, too long a digreflion on the fubject of
obftruétions in the urethra and Daran’s dif=
courfe upon them, I fhall refume my original
defign, and take the liberty of offering a few
obfervations on Affruc. | |

No one can read this author without ad-
miring his learning and ingenuity. His hiftory
of the venereal difeafe, with his account of
the nature, caufe and cure of it, and his
abridgment of the feveral difcourfes which
have been publithed upon the fubject, contain
a great deal of curious and inftruive know-
ledge. It is however much to be lamented
that 4ffruc fometimes treats the fubje& too
{yftematically, and in a manner too diffufive.

In books relating to particular {ciences, it
fthould, I prefume, be the author’s chief en-
deavour to give fuch a plain account of his
opinion, that ftudents of the icience or pro-
feflion of which he treats may clearly under-
ftand, and by that means improve from his
inftructions. If a great many additional cir-

cumfitance
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cumfances are thrown in which are either un--
neceflary or uncertain, and yet to the unexpe-
rienced are made to appear of equal impor-
tance with the moft effential, the confequence

muft often be perplexity and confufion.
In the account which 4f7uc gives of ‘the
feveral authors who have written on the vene-
real difeafe, he condemns Twrner for want of
order or method in his manner of Wﬁtin# ¥
I thall not take upon me to determine thc
juftnefs of the criticifm, but cannot help b
ferving that 4ffruc feems to have erred by 2
redundancy of method, having divided and
fubdivided his definitions and defmptmm .of
diforders in fuch a manner, as makes them
{ometimes appear to a pracitioner rather the
offspring of imagination than the refult of
practical obfervation. This is feen remarkably
in his account of the confirmed pox, where
he mixes fo many other complaints with the
venereal fymptoms, that it is difficult to fay
when a man is not poxed : and yet I believe
there are few difeafes fo plain to be diftinguifh-
ed in general as venereal diforders are, nor
hardly any one to which the body is ‘Jrable
that admits of a more certain cure. In this
inftance

*P. 1052.vol, 2. edit, 2



[ 48 ]

inftance therefore, making the fymptoms fo
numerous and uncertain not only confounds the
unexperienced, but may encourage the ground-.
lefs fears of the timorous, as well as be made
{ubfervient to the fchemes of defigning men,
who readily improve the apprehenfions of the
patient to their own private intereft. At pre-
fent 1 fhall more particularly confider what
relates to the gonorrheea.

In his account of a gonorrheea Affruc makes
* four diftin& {pecies of it in men with refpect
to its fituation. He defcribes likewife - three
diftin& fpecies of it with refpect to the caufe;
as proceeding from a fimple inflammation—
from a more violent inflammation—or depend-
ing upon the ulceration and {uppuration of the
parts difeafed. He then adds, that as the in-

flammation of any part may be of four kinds,
according to the {pecies of tumour with which

it is joined (agreeable to the antient divifion of
tumours into phlegmon, eryfipelas, &¢.) {o
the fame may be faid of the inflammation that
1s the caufe of a gonorrheea; and therefore,
admitting the fame number of diftin&ions in
this cafe, he reckons four different kinds of this
difeafe with refpect to the fpecies of || inflam-

| ; mation ;
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mation ; making thus feveral forts of gonor-
rheeas which depend upon the different feat,
caufe, and {pecies of caufe ; and obferving ftill
farther, that each diftin& kind may have diffe-
rent degrees with various {ymptoms peculiar
to itfelf, and be capable by a mixture of thefe
to produce many I more.

Thefe diftin¢tions he endeavours to fupport
by reafoning from analogy on the inflammato-
ry diforders of the lungsand inteftines. He af-
terwards mentions the figns by which you are
to diftinguith the different eaufes of the gonor-
rheea.  Amongft thefe he relies chiefly upon
the colour of the matter, from which a certain
judgment may, § he fays, be formed. Thusa
clear, white, and afh-coloured running is made
to denote only a fimple inflammation. The
fame running being of a faffron-colour, yel-
low, or difcoloured with drops of blood,
fhows an inflammation accompanied with an
extravafation of blood. A yellowifh-green, or
a dark green running, mixed with matter, ar-
gues the inflammation to be attended with ul-
cers or a fuppuration.

So likewife you are to form a conjecture of
the * {pecies of inflammation, amongft other

E figns,
1 Ibid. § 259. * Id.
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figns, from the quantity, qonﬁﬁenée,_ and aeri-
mony of the matter : thus he defcribes it to be
of the cedematous kind of inflammation if the
difcharge is plentiful, thin and not very fharp;
and fo of the reft, as you may fee more parti-
cularly by confulting the author +-.

The event alfo of the diforder and the me-
thod of cure, are madeé to depend much upon
thefe differences and diftinctions 3.

- T am far from thinking that every elap is to

be cured by the fame means, an i—mpi'é)priety iy
the management of thefe complaints which
has been perhaps too common. The ‘age,
ftrength and conftitution of the patieﬁt-, ‘the
ftate of the difeafe, and other occafional cir-
cumftances, ought no doubt to be attended to;
but the numerous diftinctions made by Affruc
muft certainly in fome inftances rather perplt:c
than improve. :

Suppofe,, for example, a perfon not much
converfant with practice relies on the great
eredit of Afiruc, and takes him for his guide:
According to this author’s inftructions, he will
confider the colour of the running as indicatory
of the ftate of the inflammation. If the run-
ning 15 white, clear, or afh-coloured he fup-

PDfES
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pofes there isenly a fimple inflammation ; and
thus proceeds to farm his judgment of the dif=
ferent ftate of -the difeafe from the different
colours of the matter as before defcribed.

In reality thefe indications are far from be-
ing certain, for you will often fee a bad colour-
ed running with very mild fymptoms, and the
contrary when the fympfoms are exceeding
troubléefome.

Again, if he confiders the confiftence, quan-
tity and (harpnefs of the running, in order to
know what fpecies of inflammation the gonor-
rheea partakes of, he will find himfelf full as’
much or more at a lofs than he was about the
colour. Thus while heis attentive to difcover
and diftinguith fymptoms which cannot be re-
lied on with any degree of ceértainty, he per-
plexes his mind with real trifles; tho’ of feem-
ing importance, and negle@s probably the ob-
fetvation of obvious and plain appearances,
which would have been uféful indications to
dire& his practice.

- What I have already oblerved of ulcers, ca-
runcles and cicatrices, has anticipated any far-
ther confideration of thefe in refpe@ to Afruc,
who 1s very circumftantial in his account of
the nature and differences of them. I {hall
here therefore take my leave of this author for

E 2 the
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the prefent, with acknowledging, that how-
ever he may have indulged himfelf in
thefe {yftematical refinements, which will be
apt in fome inftances to miflead the unexperi-
enced ; yet it may, I believe, be truly allowed
that his treatife on the venereal difeafe con-
tains a more general knowledge of the diftem-
per than all the other works that had been
written before him on the fubje&. 1 will
give you no farther trouble, by adding any
thing more concerning the gonorrheea, except
what relates to fome partxcular methods of
treating it.

From the accounts we have of the parti-
cular or uncommon methods recommended
for the cure of a gonorrheea, we find them
in general calculated to ftop the running foon
after its fir{t appearance. The chief remedies
employed for this purpofe have been either
rough preparations of mercury given internal-
ly, or certain liquors injected into the paffage.

‘L'he firft of thefe making a ftrong revulfion, -

or derivation of the humours from the parts
aftected, gave fometimes fuch a fudden check
to the difcharge as intirely ftopped it; but the
exceffive vomitings or purgings which they
frequently plDdUCEd were thocks too violent

for .
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for moft conftitutions to bear. A {alivation
was another common confequence of their
ufe, which, with their general inefficacy and
uncertainty, deftroyed the credit of thefe
medicines.

Injections, which always had their advo-
cates, came hence probably more into efteem ;
and indeed the beft, or what was called the
regular practice in curing a clap, was till of
late years {o extremely difagreeable as well as
hurtful to the conftitution, that it is no won-

der men were induced to try almoft any other
means rather than {ubmit to fuch kind of dif-

cipline.  On the contrary, the cure by injec-
tions was faid to be both eafy and expeditious,
two circumfitancesof pt:-we:rful recommendation.

In the compofition of the injections which
have been celebrated for their remarkable ef-
ficacy, we find in general the bafis of them
was fome preparation of mercury. ’Twas, I
fuppofe, imagined, that the difeafe was fo far
local, that an application of, what was deem=
ed, the general {pecific to the immediate feat
of the diftemper, would have a more {peedy
and as certain an effeCt as giving the mercury

iternally, and making it pafs the courfe of
Ej the
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the circulation before it reaeh;d the parts
difeafed.

- Many injecions of this fqrt have heen hlgh,-
ly extolled. Each had the fame virtues be-
ftowed on it, being all ~fpecifically adapth
tp deftroy the venereal poifon, and declared
capable of curing the difeaft: fpeedily, ﬂﬂd
fafely.

A remedy fo happy in its effeéts muft un-
doubtedly be approved, and the credit of . it
univerfally eftablithed : how happened then
that each of thefe boafted fpecifics, having
gained a certain degree of reputation, and
been brought into frequent ufe, fhould foon
afterwards intirely lofe its credit——that a fuc-
ceffion of remedies applied in the fame man-
ner thould from the firft ufe of them to the
prefent hour enjoy the fame fafhion of the
times, and afterwards partake the fame fate?
A method of cure that was thought to fave fo
‘much time and trouble, and give fo very little
interruption to men’s pleafures, could hardly
be abandoned from the mere caprice of man-
kind. It thould feem therefore, that the ne-
gle@ of thefe remedies was owing to their in-
LF' icacy, or becaufe they were produ&we of
fome confiderable inconveniencies; circum-

ftances
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ftances which ¢ould not be well known till
they came into common ufe ¢ their ill confe-
quences were then oftener felt, and the acci-
dents arifing from them, by bemg frequent
-became the objects of public notice.

It has been urged againft injetions, that
they frequently failed to ftop the difcharge, or
if they did ftop it, ’twas only for a fhort time,
and the running appeared afterwards with
additional violence—that very painful f{wel-
ings and inflammations of the tefticles, &e. of-
ten enfued the ufe of them,—and that va-
rious fymptoms of the pox were occaficned
by this fudden fuppreffion of the difcharge.
It has likewife been of late years much be-
lieved, that the obftru&ions in the urethra
owe their caufe very frequently to thefe kind
of remedies.

I do not enumerate thefe accidents from
1injections as difapproving the ufe of them in-
tirely : T.am convinced they may be employéd
-with fafety and propriety in many cafes, and
that in {ome inftances the cure cannot be
compleated without them. At the fame time
there is, I think, a great impropricty in the in-
difcrimunate ufe of thefe medicines ; and, when

E 4 th ey
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they do prove ferviceable, I am perfuaded
the benefit is not in the leaft degree owing to
any {pecific property of the injected liquor. -
Few remedies have, I believe, been em-
ployed with lefs judgment than injetions, or
{poke of with lefs impartiality.. Some people
finding that difcharges which appeared to be
of a bad nature, have been fafely and effeGual-
ly cured by them after other means had failed,
have imputed this to the fpecific power of
the injeéted liquor; and have been induced
to think that the cure of all claps ought to
be attempted by the fame method. On the
contrary, others having obferved frequent in-
ftances cither of the inefficacy or the ill ef-
fects of injections, have been difpofed to reje&t
the ufe of them intirely.  Both thefe opinions
{feem to be erroneous, and have, I prefume, a-
rifen not only from imperfect or wrong ideas
concerning the nature of the diftemper, but in
a great meafure from the want of confidering
the common properties of the injected liquors.
All injeCtions that are of nfe to lefien or {top
the running, whether mercuryenters their com-
pofition or not, have no other effential difference
than in their degrees of reftringency. Mer~
' curial
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curial injeGions have been employed with a
view of deftroying the venereal taint—they
have fometimes ftoped the difcharge and cured
the patient effetually dnd fafely—the fuc-
cefs has been attributed to the fpecific nature
of the mercurial part of the compofition.—-
Improperly fo.—For admitting that mercury is
neceflary to the cure, which is far from being
conftantly the cafe, how is it to be ferviceable
in this manner of application? You add fome
preparation of mercury to a fluid, and this
fluid is to be fyringed up the paffage. I will
admit even that the venereal poifon lies open
to the immediate contadt of the mercury ; and
that the mercurial particles are {o perfecly
incorporated with the fluid, that they are
well injected into the paflage: is it to be
expected that this flight contact of the mer-
curial particles, mixed thus with a large quan-
tity of liquid, can be of efficacy to deftroy
an infe&tious matter ? The operation of thefe
injections may be accounted for a much eafier
way. The mercurials that have been recom-
mended for this purpofe, are compofed of quick-
filver and an acid formed into different pre-

parations by different procefles. - When any of
thefe
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thefe are added to water or other liquids to
make the injeGion which is to be fyrmged up
the paflage, the nature of the fluid is altered
by the acid, and what was before a fimple
-plain liquor, is new become a reftringent one.
The proof of this is very ém’ﬁiy determined by
tafting the injeGtion, which you will find leaves
a pungeney or foughnefs upon the tongue.
Thus what was looked upon as a fecret for
thefe camplamts and was fuppofed to work
ts ‘effects by a {pecific property to fubdue the
venereal taint; ds' in' reality nothing more
than a common reftringent, 'aing as fuch in
‘a greater or lefs - degree, ‘according to the
‘quantity of the ~preparation ‘added to = the
liquor. The truth of this obfervation is far-
ther confirmed by the variety of other injec-
tions which are noew in ufe, and which per-
fe@ly correfpond in their effeéts with thofe
of the mercurial kind.- You will meet with

a great many recexpt% for the camp{)ﬁtmn of
thcfe, and the principal ingredients of them,
you will find to be of the reftringent -clafs.
‘Such, for inftance, are vitriol, alum, verdi-
‘oreafe, imewater with fome of the drying
powders, as bole, lapis. calaminaris, or japan
carth. Several other medicines are employed

for
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for the fame purpofe, and are of the fame
nature. From this.common property of reftrine
gency you will readily account for the ufes that
injections may ferve, as well as the mifchiefs
they may occafion ; and we find by experience
that the fame advantages and the fame ill con-
fequenges have been pr{:-duced alike by all of
them ; for as there are none of thefe but may
be prejudicial if employed at improper times,
fo any of them may often be ufed with {afety,
as well as fucce(s, when the difcharge 1s 10 2
condition to be ftoped. |

Mon{. Dgran, becaufe he found with other
pradtitioners, thatﬁréﬁriﬂgent injections ufed
improperly would fometimes occafion contra-
&ions or obftructions in the urethra, rejects
the ufe of * aftringents intirely. He dentes
that a gleet 1s owing to a relaxation of the
parts, and infifts that the difcharge is {up-
plied by an ulcer which remains unhealed.
Thus making no diftinGion between a gleet
attended with obftructions in the paflage, in
which cafes reﬂrmﬂrent mjecfifmm would cer-
tainly he pernicioys, and a gleet furnithed by
a fluxion of humours to the glands of the ure-
thra, he very injudicioully empf_@}rs the fame

method
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method of cure for both, Remedics of this
kind, however, will probably preferve a confi-
derable degree of credit; - for tho’ the promif-
cuous ufe and mifapplication of them will be
produdtive of bad confequences and difcredit
particular forms or fecret compofitions, yet
there are fome circumftances which will al-
ways be favourable to injections in general.

There are cafes where they are really necef~
fary, particularly when there has been a long
continued fluxion of humours to the urethra,
we find fometimes that no other means will
put a ftop to the running. There may poffibly
be cafes, where the infe@ion is originally {o
flight that the fuppreffion of the running at its
firft appearance may not injure the conftitution,
or if it does, the confequences may not be difco-
vered till a confiderable time afterwards; and as
thofe that have a common recourfe to injecti-
ons have generally a very free commerce with
women, the accidents really owing to the ufe
of injections are attributed probably to fome
later injury.

Some practitioners who have feen bad ef-
fets to arife from the ufe of thefe remedies
will allow. them no merit upon any occafion.

From
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From this prejudice they fometimes purfue
means which prove ineffeGtual, till at laft the
patient has recourfe to injections and fucceeds,
much to the credit of the remedy. But there
is another circumftance {till more favourable,
and which has, I believe, prbcured greater credit-
to every extraordinary method of curing claps
than any real merit in them all. ‘_
You frequently hear of great encomiums
made upon the cure of frefh contracted claps
in a few days. Different people have fucceeded
in this by different ways, and amongift other
things ufed for this purpofe injections have
been reckoned famous, |
The real diforder in thefe cafes {feems often-
times to be miftaken, or defignedly mifcalled.
Men who have rode long or hafty journeys, -
or have ufed violent exercifes of any kind— -
others who have been guilty of excefs in drink-
ing, or too free an indulgence with women,
will frequently have a running appear which is
fometimes of a bad colour and very confider-
able in quantity ; and if the body has been
much heated, the patient may feel fome kind
of fenfation upon making water different from
what is common. This appearance of matter,
whether
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whethier thereis & drop onlyor a large quantity,
is ufually ealled a clap, efpecially if it has been
preceded by commerce with women ; and as
any method will generally curé thefe com-
plaints very eafy, injections fhare the credit of
fuch performances:

- I have now finifhed the examination which
I propofed to make, as far as relates to the
gonorrheea.

In {peaking of Turner, T have confidered
the prevailing opinion of ulcers being formed
in the urethra by the venereal matter ; a fub-

je& which has been difputed by others, but
never, I think, fufficiently attended to. I

have endeavoured likewifé to eéxplode the ufe
of ftrong pufges with large qudntities of calo=
niel. Docor Turner himfelf, in a comment
which he publithed on Afruc fome years ago,
has taken an opportunity of fpedking lefs fa-
vourably of thefe ; tho’ he there continues to
recommend his former manner of treating the
inflammatory fivelling of the tefticles, in oppo-
fition to very plain and rational diretions given
by that author. In his comment he propofes,
for the cure of a gonorrheea, a compofition of
quick-filver, gum-guaiacum and pil. coch.; a

method
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method liable to great exceptions, and upomn;
the whole little -prefemhih‘to the other. The
operation of thefe pills will be found very un-
certain ¢ in many inftances theywill produce
falivation, and ftill more frequently will hieat
the conftitution, and of courfe increafe thein-
flammatory fymptoms. Inftead of entering thus
i-mﬁ'ied"ratefy upbn"thi_f ufe of mércarials in alniofk
all cafes, and all ftates of the difeafe alike, the
cooling method ufually entployed in moft in=
flammatory and painful” diforders would ua-
doubtedly be much more eafy and ferviceable;
and " if, mercury- is afterwards judged ne-
ceffiry, it may be given then with greater ad-
vantage and fewer inconveniéncies. '
I have next given a hiftory of the obftruc-
tions in the urethra, and the chief methods
which 'have been practifed for the cure of
them. From this account you will be nata-
rally led to obferve, that if the true natute of
a gonorrheea had been underftood, the vio-
lence ufed in forcing off excrefcences with
wax candles, or the attempts to deftrey either
them or cicatrices by cauftic applications,
would never have been thought of. 2

Upon this* fubject I could' not omit to men-
: tion
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tion Daran’s performance, and to obferve the
errors which he advances concerning the
caufes of the obftruions, as well as the re-
quifites to the cure, and the appearances ufu-
ally brought on by the ufe of bougies.

The freedom which I have taken with
the celebrated work of 4firuc will, I hope, be
pardonable.  If what I have faid in relation
to his manner of writing be true, the notice
I have taken of it is what you had a right to

expet from me, agreeable to the defign of
my letter.

~ What I have added of injeions, in order
to explain the manner of their operation, or
wherein their power confifts, will, I hope, be
acceptable : the more fo as authors who have
mentioned thefe kinds of remedies, have con-
tented themfelves chiefly with giving pofitive
determinations of their being ufeful or preju-
dicial, without attempting any rational account
of their nature or ufe.

I have been equally defirous to remove the
prejudices concerning the fpecific power of
particular injections, as I was to confute the
fame notion about particular bougies. Indeed
all fuch pretences, however they may ferve

_private
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private purpofes, are hindrances to the ad-
vancement of true knowledge, by taking off
men’s attention from the obfervation of real
truths, and direcing their views to falfe ob-~
jeéts. '

The purfuit of this fubject might lead into
a general enquiry of falfe pretences to extra-
ordinary ways of curing venereal complaints,
Numerous inftances would readily occur, as
the venereal difeafe is one of the principal re-
fources of quackery and phyfical impofition.
The apprehenfions /with which moft men are
affeted on the {lighteft occafions of this kind ;
the fecrecy which is ufually obferved in the
management of thefe diforders, and of courfe
the many {cenes of ignorance and deceit which
pafs unnoticed to the world for fear of ex-
pofing the injured party, are circumftances
very favourable to that extenfive branch of
phyfic. T fhall have occafion to fpeak of thefe
particularly in the profecution of my fubje,
being next to examine the methods recom -
mended for the cure of this difeafe in its more
malignant ftate, the pox. At prefent, how-
ever, I muft decline the undertaking till
fome other opportunity occurs: give me
leave only to obferve, that as you profefled

F yourfelf
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yourfelf. but little acquainted with praQice in
this difeafe, I may pechaps have fometimes
addre(s’d myfelf to you in a manner: which:
I fgould not otherwife - has,re taken the 1}]3@-,;!
to ao.
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Shall now, agreable to your defire,
I confider fome circumftances relating to
the treatment of the more malignant {pecies
of the venereal difeafe : and having here
o occafion to enter into difpute about the
nature of the diftemper, I fhall confine
myfelf chicfly to fome remarks imme-
diately relative: to pradtice. I propofe,
however, to proceed in fome meafure upon

B the
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the fame plan as before, by examining
the opinions of Turner and Aftruc,

The former of thefe authors fometimes
confounds the fymptoms of the pox with
thofe of the gonorrheea, which makes it
impracticable to treat the fubject with
propricty in the order he has placed it:
I fhall therefore confider fome few par-
ticulars mention’d by him, without re-
oarding exactly the method in which he
has ranged and related them ; and, to
reduce the fubject into as fhort a compafs
as poflible, I will occafionally fpeak of
Aftruc under the fame articles with Turzner.

I {hall begin with the original fymptom
of almoft all poxes, the chancre. 1In the
cure of this Dr. Turner recommends for
eéxternal ufe, fome of the ftrongeft pre-
parations of mercury, cauftic remedies,
or a fumigation with cinnabar. 1f the
two firft are ever judged neceffary they
fhould at leaft be ufed with great caution,
| as
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as they may not only give a great deal of
unneceflary pain, but in fome conftitutions
may probably bring on fuch inflammations
and f{uch a fluxion of humours on the
forefkin, as will much overbalance the
benefit that can arife from their ufe. The
pure quickfilver divided 'in its particles
with lard is as good an application as any ;
nor fhould the efficacy of externals ever
be rely’d upon in real chancrous fores
fo as to leflen in the leaft degree our at-
tention to the internal remedies.

The fumigation with cinnabar is highly
extolled by Dr, Turner, but, 1 imagine,
with partiality or from a mifapprehenfion
of itseffets. This method has been try’d
in our hofpitals with great diligence and
care, and f{o little good has arifen from the
experiments, that it retains but a very
{mall degree of its former credit. Ina
few cafes it may give a flight check to or
poflibly oceafiona temporary difappearance

B 2 of
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of the {ymptonis, but without at all ad-
vancing an eftablifh’d cure.

Affruc’s * account of externals is not
much different from Turner’s, except that
he makes no mention under this article of
the fumigations, tho’ in another place -|~
he difapproves their ufe ir general,

The internals recommended by Turuner,
are, as in the gonorrheea, the ftrong mer-
curial purges and vomits. But whatever
pretence there may be for giving thefe
in the cure of a gonorrheea, where
fome evacuations are allow’d to be
proper, it is certainly doing a violence to
the conftitution which cannot be neceflary
in the prefent cafe. What is the defign
here of giving mercury ? It is to intreduce
it into the blood, that it may pafs in the
courfe of the circulation to the difeafed
parts, and deftrov the venereal poifon?
If the body is fo open as to prevent
the patient’s being much heated by
e il this
*P. 358 ¥ L + P. 207.
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this very acive medicine, ’tis generally
fufficient ; and this effe&, if not produced
by the mercury, which it frequently is,
may be occafionally precured by the ufe of
fome of the mild and cooling purges.
Whereas in the other method, inftead of
admitting the mercurial particles into the
courfe of the circulation, and mixing
them with the general mafs to deftroy
the venereal poifon, you convey this
fpecific into the body together with a
purge to carry it out again ; preventing
thus the very purpofe intended, by con-
fining in a great meafure the action of the
medicine to the ftomach and bowels. By
this means you render the ufe of the mer-
cury extreamly uncertain, if not abfolutely
ineffe@ual, at the fame time that the
patient fuffers an unneceffary and fevere
courfe of purging, which diforders and
enervates him for the prefent, and per-
haps fixes a weaknefs on his conftitution
more difficult to get rid of than the original
difeafe. 'What I have obferved here of

B3 the
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the cure of chancres, relates to the me-
thod recommended by Turner when he
hopes to effect it without a falivation, for
both he and Affruc agree in recommend-
ing a falivation when the cafe proves ob-
ftinate, or is attended with other venereal
diforders.

The next fymptom to be confider’d is
the bubo or {welling in the groin, which
often appears in a confirm’d pox, but is,
I believe, more frequently the immediate
confequence of a chancre ; being generally
attended with thofe kind of ulcers, or
happening foon after they have been feem-
ingly tho’ imperfeétly cured.

There are two ways propofed both by
Turner and Affruc for the cure of the
bubo, w:z. by difperfion or {uppuration.
In the firft, mercurials are to be given in ‘
fuch a manner as not to falivate, unlefs
the bubo be attended with fymptoms of
a confirm’d pox, and then a falivation is

to
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- to be enter’d upon immediately, In the
other method, when the tumour is fup-
purated the matter is to be difcharged, the
parts are to be treated with proper topics,
and mercurials are to be then adminifter’d
nearly in the fame manner as before men-
tion’d. '

For the difperfion of the tumour,
Turner, as ufual, has recourfe to his ftrong
mercurial purges and vomits: Affruc ra-
ther prefers the preparations of mercury
which have no remarkable purging qua-
lity, or elfe ufes the mercurial ointment
and gives the milder purges. But
however preferable the remedies or
dire@ions of Affruc may be to thofe of
Turner, he is certainly not to be juftified
in the difcouragement which he gives to
the fuppuration of almoft every {welling
ofthis kind;it being equally fafe, according
to his account, * to fupprefs thefe critical
determinations of nature, unlefs the matu-

| B 4 ration

=P 310,



[ 8]
cation is fo far advanced as to render the -
difperfion impracticable,

The difperfion of thefe fwellings may
undoubtedly be oftentimes undertaken in
flight cafes, and very large tumours of this
kind, when matter is not formed in them,
will we daily fee diffolve in the courfe of
a falivation ; but from the fame experience
we find that the certainty and fafety can
by no means be fo well warranted, when
the f{welling is confiderable, and the tu-
mour is made to {ubfide by an alternate
courfe of mercury and purging, . Afruc *
tells you indeed, there is no danger that
the venereal infe@ion, which he allows
is by this means mixed again with the
blood, fhould produce a pox ; for tho” the
venereal poifon fhould not be corrected by
the mercury given in this manner, it will
not, he afferts, remain long enough in the
blood to infe it, being carry’d off by

purging

P 132
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purging medicines as faft as it is fent into
the blood.

This account you will fay appears very
fair in theory, and it would be equally
confiftent with good practice, if we were
poffefs’d of fuch a purging medicine as
had an eleéive property, and which, in-
ftead of working upon the ftomach and
bowels, could be conveyed into the blood,
and draw from the general mafs certain .
poifonous particles, over which it had a
particular and determined power.

This however not being the cafe, and
as we find that the moft violent or con-
tinued courfe of purging has not the leaft
degree of force in fubduing the venereal
poifon, nor has any other ufe, but asit
may either prevent or moderate certain in-
conveniencies fometimes arifing from the
mercury, we muft look upon the account
rather as a pleafing dotrine than 2 real
practical maxim,

Swel-
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Swellings in the groin which eccur in
venereal cafes, if they are confiderably
large, are undoubtedly efforts of nature to
throw out the poifon from the conftitu-
tion. So other humours are thrown off
by various critical {wellings in feveral parts
of the body, and the event in moft cafes is
not unlike in proportion to the malignity
of the humour to be difcharged. In com-
mon {wellings which form matter and ad-
mit a difcharge, the blood is generally
cleared from fome difeafe, and the whole
mafs is probably reftored to a found ftate:
if through a weaknefs in the conftitution
this tendency to fuppuration is infufficient,
or by an imprudent ufe of large evacua-
tions it is deftroyed, fatal {ymptoms fome-
times enfue, or a chronical illnefs is fixed
upon the conftitution that is with difhi-
culty removed. Thus in the venereal
{wellings of the groin, which are at all
confiderable, if they are allowed to fuppu-
rate and are treated with common care,

| how
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how favourably do they generally termi-
nate? On the other hand, when they
are become confiderable, and are not {uf-
fered to maturate nor are diffolved by
a falivation, but the cure is attempted
by the alternate ufe of mercury and
purging, how often do thefe tumours
either return after a thort difappear-
ance ? or, what is much worfe, how fre-
quently, by the venereal poifon being thus
abforb’d into the circulation, does the in-
fection thow itfelf in fome other {ymp-
toms of much worfe confequence ¢

*Tis hardly neceflary to take notice
of warts or excrefcences appearing
about the glans, as they have little par-
ticular in their manner of treatment. I
fhall only obferve that, as thefe appear-
ances may f{ubfit where no venereal
taint remains, they are fometimes unne-
ceflarily made the objects of terror to the
patient,

The
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The phymofis and paraphymofis, in re-
gard to their internal treatment, depend
fo much upon what has been already faid,
and are "{o well confidered by thofe
who fpeak of them as operations, that I
fhall not offer to trouble you on thefe par-
ticulars, but fhall pafs to the laft refource
for moft of the bad venereal complaints,
a falivation,

Turner you find gives an account of the
method of falivating by internal means, as
well as externally by the ufe of the mer-
curial ointment. The firft of thefe he
himfelf difapproves, and that way of raif-
ing a regular falivation is now, you are
{enfible, almoft intirely laid afide. In-
deed the mercury given internally will in
{fome few inftances ferve to quicken the
cffects of the other, but in general, the
difpofition it has, when given in confider-
able quantities, to pafs fuddenly through
the bowels without entering into the

- blood,
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blood, the griping pains and the weak-
nefs it frequently occafions, and the im-
perfe¢t manner in which oftentimes the
blood is this way impregnated with the
mercurial particles, are fufficient reafons
to determine which method ought in moft
cafes to be purfued.

Do&or Turner proceeds afterwards to
give rules concerning the method of fali-
vating by unction, and the means of re-
lieving the fymptoms which may happen
in the courfe. In this account he has
been pretty circumftantial, and many of
his directions may be ufeful to fuch as are
unexperienced in thefe procefles.

It may feem perhaps too trifling to take
notice of the manner of drefling a patient
under thefe circumftances, by wrapping
his whole body up in flannels; a method
ftill very much in ufe; nor is the con-
finement of the patient to his bed and in
a hot room fo frequently difpens’d with

as
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as it might be. There may undoubted-
iy be conftitutions that will bear this
without confiderable inconvenience, efpe-
cially in cold weather, and fome few
may poflibly be benefited by an extra-
ordinary perfpiration, as that fecretion
ought in all to be free and open ; but fuch
a load of flannel covering in every cafe
and on every perfon alike, does not ap-
pear to be well calculated for general
practice. So very great a difference in
the cloathing from what is common, and
the confinement in a hot room and per-
haps in bed, muft neceflarily weaken the
patient ; and by heating the body muft
oftentimes aggravate the painful and in-
flammatory {ymptoms, The doctor feems
likewife to obferve too little difference in
the degree of his falivations, having in
every cafe that requires a falivation at all,
very little dependence upon any but what
we fhould call a profufe {pitting. In many
inftances it is right to carry that point of
fecurity as far as poflible ; but as the ma-

lignity
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lignity of the difeafe is different in diffe-
rent habits, and the mercury has a much
quicker and more powerful effe@ in fome
perfons than in others, men of experience
and refleion muft often find it unne-
ceflary to puth things to fuch extremity,
and will avoid fuch a force on the con-
ftitation when it can be fafely omitted,
Upon this head you' will confult
Dr. Affruc, who gives * a very good
account both of the milder and the more
fevere way of raifing a falivation ; wheére
you will likewife meet with ingenious
explications of fome of the effe@s of
mercury, as well as ufeful directions in
conducting thefe different courfes. One
cannot however recommend the ftrick
obfervance of this author’s 4 preparatory
courfe. Every judicious pra@itioner will, I
prefume, according to the ftate of the
conftitution, direct fome gentle evacua-
tions previous to the ufe of the mercury,
As thefe will empty and cool the body
' they
&P 463 + P, 459,
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they will be a likely means to moderate
any painful {ymptoms which may enfue;
and the mercury will a& with greater
freedom in the circulation. To clean
and foften the fkin by the warm bath
will alfo be proper, in order for the more
eafy admiffion of the mercurial particles
when the ointment is rub’d upon it ; and
in fome few inftances it may be thought
expedient to repeat the ufe of the bath:
but you will find in A4fruc that the work
1s very far from being finifh’d here. Be-
fides bleeding and purging, the patient is
to be bathed twice a day if he can bear
it, and an hour or more each time : the
number of thefe bathings to be from ten
to twenty. He is likewife to take draughts
or medicated broths every morning, then
bleed and purge again; and in bilious
habits bathe once or twice more to allay
the heat which this fecond purging may
have occafioned: and all this is not done

upon the pretence, as fome make it, of
dif



[17]
difpofing the mercury to' pafs afterwards
by the fkin, but is the ufual preparation
when you intend a plentiful falivation.

So again in cafes where other difeafes
are complicated with the pox, you are
firft to attempt the cure of thefe, and then
begin the preparatory courle for the other.
Togive aninftance or two. If the patient
is fubje to an epilepfy, he adviles a courfe
of medicines for this complaint, recom-
mending amongft other things fome pow-
der made of the fkull of a man that has
fuffer’d a violent death.

If the patient has the fcurvy, or is in-
clinable to it, he would have him take
ptifans made with the anti{corbutic roots
or herbs, together with bolufes compofed
of medicines adapted to the fame inten-
tion ; alfo chalybeate water, and a de-
coftion of guaiacum, &c, When the
patient has perfifted in this method a
month ortwo, and the {corbutic fymptoms

C are
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are fuppos’d to be leffen’d, he is then to
go thro’ the common preparatory courfe
for a falivation. But what is to become
all this time of the pocky complaints? I
am afraid that while you have been tri-
fling about the others, the venereal
fymptoms have been increafing, and are
become more confirm’d and malignant,
Yet thefe preparatory circumftances are
what Affruc would never have omitted,
except in one or two inftances that he
mentions, and which very rarely happen,

The caution this celebrated author *
immediately {ubjoins to thefe numerous
dire@ions may, I imagine, make moft of
them unneceffary, that is, to ufe the
mercury f{paringly, employing it in fmall
dofes and at due diftances of time. 'This,
as he himfelf obferves, will probably pre-
vent fudden and violent agitations in the
blood which might happen from too free
a ufe of the mercury; and we may add,

it
P. 463,
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it is highly probable that not only the
venereal fymptoms will be hereby effec-
tually relieved, but if you find noamend-
ment of the other complaints, you will at
Jeaft meet with no confiderable interrup-
tion from them to your principal inten-
tion, the eradicating the venereal difeafe,

I fhall trouble you with only one par-
ticular more under this zrticle; and I
mention it not only with regard to prac-
tice, but to thow how apt the moft fen-
fible of {yftematical writers are to run into
a detail of circumftances that may ferve
to drefs up their method rather inan a-
oreeable than in a practical manner.

" Speaking of the ulcerations of the
mouth, * he fays, fome of them are ufelefs
and painful, and ought to be immediately
fupprefs’d and heal’d ; others are parti-
cularly ufeful,and ought to be encouraged

during the whole courfe of the falivation,
C 2 Thefe
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Thefe - direftions are very agreable in

theory, and what every man would with
to put in practice,

The fame circumitance would be as
defirable in - the management of the
{fmall-pox. The eruptions about the lips,
noftrils, and eye-lathes, maybe painful and
troublefome, and therefore one would
with to get rid of them. But as inthe
latter inftance it would be either -not
practicable, or at leaft unfafe, fo in the
former it is full as impra&icable, and if
free from danger might at leaft be liable
to great inconveniences. ‘The method of
doing this he informs you is, by touching
the ulcers with an arm’d probe dip’d in
a ftyptic or reftringent.mixture quicken’d
with {pirit of vitriol, or by ufing {pirit of
vitriol alone, wathing the ulcers afterwards
with fomething more emollient, The
confequence of this might be a great: deal
of pain to the patient, an inflammation and.
{welling of the ulcerated parts, and the
flow of faliva being interrupted, a {welling

of
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of the whole face might enfue and prove
extremely difagreeable.

I fhall conclude what I have to offer on
venereal complaints, by explaining fome
difingenuous proceedings in the manage-
ment of thefe diforders: a fubje& 1 muft
acknowledge not very agreable in its own
nature, nor very encouraging to enter upon
from the fuccefs which ufually attends it;
for ‘whilft-credulity affects the minds of
fome, and unreafonable apprehenfions pof-
fefs the imaginations of others, there will
nevér be wanting artifice to impofe upon
the weaknefs of the former, nor knavery
to avail itfelf of the fears of the latter.

There is hardly any difeafe which fur-
nithes fuch frequent opportunities for im-
pofition as the venereal difeafe: not only
becaufe diforders of this kind being kept
private, male practices are lefs liable to be
expofed than in other cafes, nor that the
apprehenfions of the patient readily re-

Cig ceive
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ceive the impreflions of fuch delufions,
but it happens too that the very remedy
for the diftemper is favourable to the pur-
pofes of impofition.

~ This will appear evident from confi-
dering the different effets of mercury in
the common ufe of it. Thus for inftance,
when the fituation of the patient’s affairs
make a falivation or even a confinement
impracticable, we find, if the mercury
alts kindly in the conftitution, venereal
fvmptoms of a bad appearance are {fome-
times. cured without much attention to
common rules : when a moderate con-
finement is complied with, or particular
care is taken to avoid catching cold, fuc-
cefs is full more to be expected ; and if
the courfe is purfued till the mouth is
made tender without bringing on aregular
falivation, the prefent fuccefs as well as
tht: future fecurity may in fome inftances.
be greater and more to be relyed on.
Again, when 2 {alivation is really intended,

we
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we very often find that the mercury, in~
ftead of affeGing the mouth, either oc-
cafions no vifible alteration in any of the
natural {ecretions, or elfe exerts its opera-
tion on the kidneys, bowels, or fkin,
increafing the quantity of urine, ftools,
or perfpiration. Upon thefe occurrences
in the common ufe of this medicine have
been founded the various fchemes of em-
ploying mercury in fuch a manner, that
it thould anfwer the purpofes of cure
}#ithout the inconveniences of a falivation,

'With this view fome practitioners, after
evacuations and bathing, ufed the mercury
in fmall quantities and at confiderable
diftances of time, till they had employ’d
" as much or rather more of the medicine
than is ufually neceflary to raife a faliva-
tion. As this circulated and mixed with
the general mafs, it was expected that, by
its fpecific property, it would deftroy the
venereal poifon; and by doing it in this

C 4 gradual
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gradual way, it would not occafion any
difturbance in the conftitution, nor affect
the mouth, as it generally does when ufed
in a more hafty manner. There was the
more reafon to hope for fuch an event,
from confidering that the falivation or
fpitting was not in itfelf of fervice to
deftroy or carry off the venereal poifon,
fince the mercury ufed without certain
precautions would produce that effect in
a perfon of the moft perfe@ health equally
with one of the moft difeafed conftitution.
In reality this method would fometimes
fucceed very well, but was much more
trequently liable to the following ob-
jections.  In fome inftances the fymptoms
difappear’d only, without being abfolutely
cured. Inothersthe {fymptoms would not
even lofe their external appearance till a
more effeCtual courfe was purfued: a
{alivation would often happen in other
cafes, in fpite of all endeavours to prevent
1L, - . | 39
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From the want of fufficient fuccefs in
this way, other methods were attempted ;
and it was hoped that a freer ufe of the
mercury might be allowed without hazard
of affeting the mouth, by determining
the operation of the medicine to fome of
the common difcharges of the body, A-
mongit thefe, the evacuation by purging
{eems to be the principal. *Twas affert-
ed that by the alternate ufe of mercury
and purging, the blood might receive all
the benefits of the medicine, and the poi-
fon as well as the mercury would be car-
ried out of the body by the purging when
the remedy had work’d its effe¢t on the
venereal infetion,

Cures were fometimes made by this
means, but many reafons oppofed its be-
coming a general method. As in the pre-
ceding inftance a falivation would fome-
times accidentally fupervene or was abfo-
lutely neceffary to remove the fymptoms ;

or
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or even if the complaints feemed to be
cured, the difeafe was oftentimes only
withdrawn from view and not eradicated.
Befides thefe inconveniences, the frequent
purging which was thought neceffary on
thefe occafions was as difagreeable and
troublefome as a {ore mouth, and was in-
finitely more prejudicial to many conftitu-
tions by impairing the firength and weak-
ening the digeftion: and if you add to
thefe, that the moft fevere and excruciat-
ing cholics were very common confe-
quences of {uch a courfe, you will not
wonder that this method loft its credit,

Other practitioners umagined,; that the
intention propofed might be anfwered by
increafing the quantity of perfpiration or
urine. Upon trial of thefe means it ap-
peared, that fome of the preceding ob-
je€tions, as well as others peculiar to each
of them, fruflrated the defigas of their pa-
trons, who by attempting to bring thefe
different methods into univerfal prattice,

deprived
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deprived them in fome meafure of that
{hare of merit which each in particular
cafes might have preferved.

The chief inducement for the promo-
tion of all thefe fchemes was to remove
the grand objeCtion againft the ufe of
mercury, its affecting the mouth; a cir-
cumitance fo defirable, that no wonder it
was fought after by the praGitioner and
encouraged by the patient : nor is it fur-
prifing that, for a certain time, {peculative
men of little experience and the artful
adopters of novelties fhould find plaufible
reafons to fupport the propriety of their
opinions. Numerous lefs likely fchemes
have been formed for the cure of almoft
every difeafe. But when men boldly af~
fert that in each of thefe inftances the
Gafety and certainty of the method might
be depended upon, and that the truth.«was
confirmed by repeated experience; what
thall we fay when the facts appear gene-
‘rally otherwife? Shall we impute this
con-



[ 28]

contrariety to the warmth of thefe people’s
imagination ? to their partiality for a fa-
vourite opinien ? or may we not venture
to think that felf-intereft had fometimes a
prevailing influence? There is the more
reafon to admit now and then of the latter
conftruion, as thefe pretences are always
accompany’d with the moft inviting af-
furances of the conveniénce and pleafant-
nefs of the method, and an exemption
from the difagreeable circumftances which
a patient would wifh to avoid.

The remarkable power of mercury in
fubduing the malignity of the venereal
difeafe, will frequently procure fuccefs in
whatever form this medicine is admini-
flered. The leaft valuable of its prepara-
tions will now and then appear to do won-
ders to thofe who are unacquainted with
its ufual effes, and will very likely gain a
temporary credit where it is managed
with addrefs. Hence partly arofe the re-

putation which, at different times, was
beftowed
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beftowed on feveral noftrums of this kind.
It appeared, however, afterwards, that
moit of thefe were either {fome of the
common preparations difguifed, and had
only the additional merit of being fecrets;
or clfe that the common preparations were
mixed with fome other ingredient, with a
view of determining the operation of the
mercury from the mouth to fome of the
other fecretions.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all
the compofitions which have been boaft-
ed of by quacks, or carelefly recommend-
ed by thofe who ought to have been more
cautious in their encomiums. ’Tis {ufli-
cient to obferve of the once fecret compo-
fitions, that as moft of them became pub-
lickly known they loft their credit with
their fecrecy; and that thofe which con-
tinued fecrets, at leaft fuch as their pro-
prietors would not allow were dilcovered,
are now {carce ever in ufe or otherwile
heard of but in the lift of Adverzifements.

At
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At prefent therefore the compofitions
of mercury are confined by men of expe-
rience and candour to a very fmall num-
ber. Moft of the chemical preparations
(except the mercurius calcinatus) differ in
little elfe than in their milder or rougher
effets on the ftomach and bowels, ac-
cording to the different combinations of
the acid with the quickfilver, without re-
ceiving any confiderable alteration in the
{pecific property of the mercury; and
thofe compofitions which act by gentler
means, and are more particularly diftin-
guifhed as alteratives, are to be chiefly re-
garded as different methods only of di-
viding the particles of crude quickfilver,
and vary hardly in any thing effential,

As I have hitherto endeavoured to ex-
pofe fuch pretences in the management
of venereal complaints as appeared to be
founded upon a defign of impofition, I
cannot intirely omit one which has had -

its
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its thare of credit amongft thefe phyfical
deceptions. The method of cure by diet-
drinks has been as much extoll’d by fome
as the private compofitions of pills, &,
have been by others.

The ufe of diet-drinks was once in re-
pute amongft the generality of practi-
tioners. We find in the hiftory of the
different methods of cure which have
prevail’d in different ages, that the firft ufe
of mercury was very unfuccefsful: not
from the real inefficacy of the medicine,
but from the extreme bad management of
it. 'The unhappy or fatal confequences
which enfued, made the remedy look’d .
upon almoft as bad as the difeafe. In
this dilemma other means were fought
after. ‘The chief fubftitutes for mercury
were diet-drinks or decoctions of guaia-
cum, china root or farfaparilla, which
were given in very large quantities a con-
fiderable time. The firft of thefe was

highly
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highly extoll’d, but loft its credit and gave
place to the china roor. - The china root
underwent the fame fate, and was fuc-
ceeded by the farfaparilla, which was
recommended likewife for complaints re-
maining after a courfe of mercurials ; and
the fame is now in credit for thefe latter
or f{econdary fymptoms. But whatever
good effells thefe compofitions may have
in the removal of fome diforders remain-
ing after a falivation or a courfe of mercu-
rials, we find, if they are given in fach
recent cafes as admit no' doubt of be-
ing venereal, that they do not difcover
any {pecific power in deftroying the in-
fection. This muft have appear’d very
plainly in the early practice of this difeafe,
for the fpecific property of thefe medicines,
you may conclude, muft be very incon-
{iderable, fince after a diligent and plen-
tiful ufe of them, prattitioners were again,
obliged to have recourfe to their former
remedy, mercury, however difagreeable

‘ at
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at that time in its effe@s. The event in-
deed proved remarkably fortunate, for
inftead of ufing the mercury with that
imprudence as before, they adminifter’d
it with greater caution; and the more
modern improvements in the management
of this moft valuable medicine have not
only fix’d the charaer of its efficacy, but
have render’d the inconveniences that for-
merly refulted from it comparatively in-
confiderable. Diet-drinks are therefore
very rarely given now unlels on account
of fome complaints which affect the pa-
tient after a courfe of mercurials ; or they
are try’d fometimes where the caufe of
the fymptoms is judged to be doubtful. Of
the diforders which either remain or {foon
arife after a falivation, thofe which moft
frequently create uneafy apprehenfions
are flight pains in different parts of the
body, and eruptions or unufual appear-
ances on the fkin. When thefe proceed
from remains of the venereal taint, they

D are
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‘are frequently cured not only more eafily
but more effectually by an alterative courfe
of mercury, than by repeated falivations.
But they very often are owing to other
caufes, however ftrong a refemblance they
may be fometimes thought to have to
venereal {fymptoms,

In regard to the general complaints
remaining after a falivation or a plentiful
ufe of mercury, the caufe of thefe is fre-
.quently miftaken by the patient, who, after
what he has fuffer’d, is naturally enough
alarm’dat everypain orunufual appearance.
It will be found however that the com-
mon objects of fear upon thefe occafions
often go away of themfelves, when the
ftrength of the patient is reftored, and the
natural f{ecretions are become regular,
This indeed is not always the cafe : they
may, as was before obferved, be poflibly
owing to fome flight remains of the ve-
nereal taint, or, as is equally agreable

both to reafon and experience, they
may
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may often be juftly attributed to other
caufes. The venereal -difeafe happening
in every kind of conftitution, as the
{fcrophulous, the gouty, the fcorbutics
&c. it muft be expected that different
circumftances will fometimes neceffarily
occur from this natural difference in the
habit independent of infe&ion. For this
reafon, diforders which feem’d perhaps
originally to have taken their rife from the
venereal poifon, may, by being mix’d with
fcrophulous or feorbutic humours or
where other indifpofitious prevail, be
with difficulty quité removed or may be
liable to return tho’ the infectious taint is
abfolutely eradicated. In fuch cafes the
ufe of mercury being laid afide, various
other means have in different inftances
been occafionally directed with the defired
{uccefs: and here the method of giving
diet-drinks has been particularly recom-
mended, either alone, or join’d with an
antimonial or fome other alterative me-

dicine,
D 2 _ Diets
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Diet-drinks therefore will probably
preferve their juft degree of credit in par-
‘ticular cafes; but this can never juftify
the practices of fome pretenders to no-
ftrums of this fort, Thefe people either
being unable to diftinguifh one difeafe
from another, or, what is more common,
availing themfelves of the fears and ap-
prehenfions of the patient, pretend that
‘their diet-drinks have a peculiar power in
deftroying the venereal poifon, and are not
lefs ferviceable in many other difeafes.
This extenfive ufe of their medicines is
artfully enough aflumed, as in fome of
thefe cafes the patients have doubts
whether a {corbutic, {crophulous, or ve-
nereal taint predominates. In reality we
find by multiplied experience, that thefe
pretences, like numerous others of the fame
ftamp, are founded upon deceit, and are
carried on with evident marks of impofi-
tiony '

Affruc
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Aftruc gives an account * of the fame
pretences at Paris, and tells us of two
quacks who had compofitions of this fort,
with which they were to cure the pox

as well as many other diforders, *Twas
intimated that fome very powerful ingre-
dients were added to the common diet-
drinks which affifted their efficacy. Thefe
fellows, he obferves, were countenanced
by fome confiderable people, and they
‘each colle&ted a good deal of money be-
fore the medicines and their patrons fell
into difcredit.

A confirm’d pox may undoubtedly be
fometimes cured cfte¢tually by diet-drinks,
Alftruc mentions feveral wherein mercury
makes part of the compofition, and mer-
cury, as I before’obferved ,will often prove
fuccefsful in whatever form it is admini-
ftered. I queftion indeed whether in
fome of the diet-drinks that he defcribes

the
* P.1ga,
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the mercurial particles are really blended
with the liquor, tho’ in others they
certainly may, by means of the mer-
curial waters, fuch as the folutions of
corrofive {ublimate or of quickfilver
in fpirit . of nitre, which Afruc men-
tions * to be the practice amongft the
quacks both of London and Paris. The
impropriety of giving mercury in this
manner admits of very little difpute, as
the effe@ts of the medicine are hereby
render’d lefs certain than in many other
forms, and -the confequences will often
prove dangerous ; but the merit of thefe
people confifting in a pretence to fome
new  difcovery, they are obliged to de-
viate from the forms which are ufually
employ’d, the better to conceal their im-
pofitions.

Having attempted thus to thow how
the purpofes of quackery may be anfwer’d
by the powerful effe@s of mercury and
the variety of its operations, and having

obferv’d
=¥ a6y,
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obferv’d how much the difpofition and
the apprehenfions of mankind coincide
with fuch defigns, it will not appear fur-
prifing that men of lefs honefty than in-
genuity {hould avail themfelves of thefe
advantages. It is by no means a matter
of wonder that they fhould adopt the moft
trifling complaints into the number of
venereal diforders, and magnify every real
fymptom of the difeafe into 2a circum-
ftance of the higheft importance, when
they can thereby anfwer the double pur-
pofe of profit and an occafiongal reputation.

To carry on thefe defigns with the
moft advantage, the leaft breaking of the
{kin about the private parts, the leaft
pain, knot or fullnefs about the groins,
the flightet difcharge or running after
ftrong exercife or debauch, fhall be attri-
buted to a venereal caufe. In like manner
every pain from the alteration of weather,
efpecially if near the parts fuppofed moft
liable to beaffected, as'the nofe, fhins, &¢;

any
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any foulnefs, difagreeable fmell or unufual
appearances in the urine, muft be derived
from the fame unhappy fource, A giddi-
nefs or a pain in the head, a laflitude; and
eruptions of almoft every kind, are deem-
ed venereal : nor can a pimple or wart,
unluckily fituated, efcape being made the
objects of dread and horror to the affright-
ed and deluded patient,

From thefe and from the numerous
other fchemes practifed in the manage-
ment of venereal complaints, a variety of
misfortunes are neceflarily producéd. Had
the praditioner been as defirous of fe-
curing the patient’s future welfare, as he
was of eftablithing the chara&er of fome
favourite theory, the effe@s of former dii-
orders would not probably have re-appear-
ed. . The difeafe might have been intirely
eradicated before it had tainted the whole
conftitution ; nor might the confequences
have been felt at a time perhaps when,-

from fome chnage in the patient’s fitua-
tion
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tion of life, the diftance from proper ad-

vice, or other unfavourable circumftances,
relief is very difficalt to be procured.

On the other hand, if the belief of
imaginary complaints had not been encou-
raged, many might have been freed from
the moft tormenting apprehenfions, in-
ftead of being thrown into a fettled me-
lancholy, or driven into fome a& of vio-
lence. It would be hardly credible .to re-
late what a number of unhappy perfons
languifh under the moft fevere anxiety
from imaginary f{ymptoms of the pox.
There is not in the world a fet of people
who are fo calculated for the objects of
impofition as thefe are, There is but one
thing that you find a difficulty of making
them believe, and that 1s, their being free
from the difeafe; and in their purfuit af-
ter different advice they feldom fail to
find thofe who will indulge them in their
fears, in order to profit themfelves of {uch
¢redulity.  Even this deception micht be

E pardon-
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pardonable, if the courfes which the pa-
tient is made to undergo would contribute
at all to his peace of mind ; but they al-
moft always confirm rather than leflen
his unhappinefs, A bad ftate of nerves,
or a melancholy difpofition, will be
little benefited by the ufe of mercurials ;
and we oftener find fuch rath undertak-
ings either quite deftroy the patient’s
life, or ferve as a preparation for a mad-
houfe, |

I have now gone through what I pro-
pofed at the beginning of ‘my firft letter,
I have endeavoured to point out and ex-
plain fuch particulars in the writers on
the venereal difeafe, as I imagined might
lead a man of little experience or too
much theory into a perplexed and erro-
peous practice. I have attempted hikewife
to clear the fubje& from many falfe pre-
tences in the management of this diforder,
and have offered fome general obfervations
relative to the cure as they occafionally
arofe.

A mi-
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A minute account of other circum-
ftances are to be met with in books that
treat of this diftemper: a repetition of
them here would therefore be tedious and

unneceflary,
Iam, SIR,

Your moft humble Servant,

THO. GATAKER,

Park-place, St. Fames's,
Dec. 30, 1754


















