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ADVERTISEMENT.

was encouraged to undertake the following

Tranflation, by that Gentleman to whom I
bave done myfelf the Honor to inferibe it 5 he
obligingly [ent the Original for my Perufal, with
@ Letter from the Author, which I have taken
the Liberty alfo to tranflate. I percerved be
was difpofed to think favourably of the NEw

OPERATION of cutting the Symphyfis of the-
Pubes, fo =ealoufly recommended by my Coun-

iryman Mr. Le Roy, and therefore imagined it

would be rendering acceptable Service to the

Public, thus to make it mare univerfally known

10 the Medical World, as well as to reconcile

it to the general Opinion of Mankind, who are

ufually averfe to Innovations m Praciice, how-

ever beneficial to the Community.

I have endeavoured to give a literal tranfla-
tion, as far as the Idiom of the Englybh Lan-
guage would permit ; and where I was obliged

&3 fo
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to depart from it, I have taken as much Pains

as poffible to preferve the gemuine Senfe and
Meaning of the Original.

- Several Repetitions and Digreflions, which
did not tend to illufirate the Nature of the ope-
rationy or confirm the Succefs of it, I have
taken the Liberty to omit, for which my Apo-
logy is due to the Author. If in this Tranf~
lation many Errors ar Inaccuracies of Stile are
to be found, I beg the Reader will pernut me,

as a Foreigner, fo claimn his Indulgence on that
Aecount,

MONSIEUR,
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MoNSIEUR,

E wous prie daccepter un exemplaire de 1’onv-

rage que je public en faveur de L’operation nou-
velle de la [eition de la Simphife quej’ai determiné, et
G la quelle f'ai cooperé. Fy joius le recit de la Fa-
culté de Medecine de Paris, et une Thife qui vient
detre foutenue dans nos Ecolles, la quelle adopte-mes
principes et offre fix examples de fuccés. Penfeigne
les accouchemens, e, Fe fuis le promier Medecin de
notre faculté qui fe foit aufli décidément livré i cette
partie de la Medecine qui ¢ft en France aux mains Ces
Chirurgiens. - Fe comnois vos travaux fur les fi-
vres & la fuite des couches ; jetablis wos prin-
cipes et je me plais a vanter wvos talens. Jai
donné ume Hifloire des principaux Accouchenrs,
Smellie & wous, Monfieur, y occupé un rang
diftingué. Recevez mon Opufcule comme un bo-
mage que je me plais a rendre & wvotre célbrité.,
F’ai mandé & mon Libraire de me faire parvenir

tous wes owvrages, je compte en faire bon ufage

pour
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pour un traite I’ Accouchemens, queje vais publier
et dans le quel j’aurai un grand nombre de fois oc-
cafion de publier avec quels fentimens deftime re-
Spestueufe 7’ ai L’bonneur detre,
Monfieur,
Votre trés bumble et trés obeiflant Servitenr,
ALPHONSE' LE ROY,
Dottor Regent de la Faculté de Medecine
M;#; ;’v’s 15, de Paris, Profeffeur D’ Accouchemens
et de Maladies des Femmes.

M. Leake, Profeffenr D’ Acconchemensa

TRANSLATION,
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TRANSLATION.

Sir,

INTREAT ynﬁr acceptance of my Publica-
tion on the new operation of cutting the {fym-
phyfis of the pubes, which I have fuccefsfully
performed. I likewife enclofe a report of the
Medical Faculty at Paris, and a Thefis, which
has lately been difcuffed in our C.ollége, where-
in my principles are adopted ; together with
fix examples of the fuccefs of this operation.
I give le€tures in midwifery, &c. and am
the firft in our faculty who has fo de-
voted himfelf to this branch of phyfic,
which in France belongs to furgery. I am ac-
quainted with your Prafical Obfervations, .
on the Child-bed Fever. 1 adopt your principles,
and take pleafure in praifing your Talents. I
have given a Hiftory of the principal Accou-
cheurs, wherein Smellie and you, Sir, hold a dif-
tinguifhed rank. I prefent you with a fketch of
my work, as a tribute which I owe to your emi-
neat Reputation, and have given orders to my
| bookfeller,
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‘bookfeller, to fend me all your works, of which
¥ intend to make a proper ufe towards a Trea-
tife I am going to publifh on Midwifery, wherein
I fhall have frequent occafion to teftify the
refpectful efteem with which,
o1 K,
I have the Honour to be,

Your moft humble,
And moft obedient Servant,

ArpHonse LE Roy, M, D. &
May 15, 1778, |

j M. LeaxEe, Profeflog of Midwifery, &ca

PREFACE,
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P R E FA CE

ERE it allowable to eftimate the
advantage of a difcovery by its pub-

lic utility, it muit be acknowledged the new
{eGtion of the o5 pubis, introduced as a fub-
ftitute for the Cafarian operation, 1s one
of the moft important that has been made
in this age. This operation was no fooner
performed at Paris, upon Mrs. Souchot, than
the fame of it was fpread every where, and
engaged general attention at home and
abroad : people differed m opinion con-
cerning it; fome, who pretended to be
judges of this difcovery, were eager to de-
cry it, and to give the name of rafhnefs to
the {pirited enterprize of two phyficians,
who joined the pra&ice of furgery to that
of phyfic. They degicd the poffibility of
gaining



xit PR E F &€ F
gaining a fufficient feparation of the os pubis
by this operation ; and in order to demon-
ftrate what they advanced, their utmoft pow-
er to that end was exerted in a public theatre,
before 2 number of Students, but their efforts
proved unfuccefsful. They reprefented thefe
two phyficians in combination, to attri-
bute to each other an imaginary fuccefs in
their profefflion, and that they were bold
enough when {timulated by intereft to impofe
on the Prefent age; but thefe incredulousop-
ponents were thunder-ftruck at the teftimo-
ny of applaufe which many of the faculty,
as well as feveral curious perfons, gave to
their proceeding. Envy has a thoufand
refources 3 an alarm was {pread of the
precarious ftate of the patient; palpable
talfehoods were printed on the occafion, and
every day papers were publifthed in order to
defame their reputation : in the mean time
the cure advanced, and the patient at

length recovered fo as to refume her ufual
occupation.
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occupation. She herfelf then attefted her
recovery, by appearing in the {chools of
the faculty, and, other places. Upon a re-
cital of the manner in which the operation
‘was performed, and the fuccefs attending
it, which were confirmed by the phyficians
appointed by the faculty ; that refpeltable
body, full of zeal in the execution of laud-
able deeds, decreed certain honours to the
two members of their foci‘ety:who had
invented that operation. This a& of ap-
probation ftimulated envy afreth. A pam-
phlet appeared under the title of Reflections
on the Section of the Pubes. 'This title
.1s merely a veil which conceals the utmoft
malignity.---It would be lofing time to
attempt the refutation of a fcribbler, who
had been previoufly called to Mrs, Souchot’s
affiftance, and by whom the life of her
firft child, and alfo of three more could
not be faved. Behaviour of this kind has

been common in every age,

in
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In the year 1775, when I publithed
the firft part of my courfe of midwifery,
I had the misfortune to difpleafe certain
perfons whofe falfe principles I had expofed.
The cafe of Mrs. Souchot, in which I was
concerned, fﬁrniﬂned them with a new
opportunity to attack me and my practce,
but their calumny had no effe®, though
they attempted to rob me of the honour-
able part I had in the difcovery.

Some of the antients had a faint no-
tion of the utility of the feCtion of the
pubes 5 but their works afford nothing but
conjeture on the fubje&t. Mankind will
ever be indebted to Mr. Sigault, in be-
ing the firft who entertained {uch ftrong
and clear ideas of this operation, and for
propofing the performance ofit. 'We often
refle& on the obftacles, without feeking to
remove them, when a little exertion would
Ve fufficient to compleat our wifhes : with
-this View, I undertook a variety of expe-

riments,
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riments, and have been fo happy as to
{ucceed by them, in obtaining all the fe-
paration that could be withed for and ex-
petted. I think I have, by thefe means,
proved the utility of the operation.

Mr. Sigault, to whom I communicated
my fuccefs, meeting with a favourable cafe,
acquainted me of it. I encouraged him
to the operation, which we performed to
our withes. The Parifian Journal, in its
account of this event, fays, in a curfory
way, ¢ ThatI accompanied my colleague ;”
but to do juftice to Mr. Sigawult, I muft here
acknowledge, that he contradited the
journalift, though he was his friend, and
declared that the whole care of the patient
was mine, on account of a fit of illnefs
by which he was confined.

Commiffioners who had been appointed
by the faculty to infpe& the cafe, made
a juft report of it. Mr. Sigands and 1 gave.

an
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“an ‘dccount of each others proceedings ; in
confequence of which they conferred on us
the honour of a medal, with our names
engraved upon it.

I have {ufficiently, and perhaps too
dong dwelt uwpon perfonal wrongs.--=-
Though I may not have gained my due
reward of fame and reputation, I fhall
certainly have the fatisfaGtion to think I
have made difcoveries ufeful and highly
mterefting to mankind : the pleafure of do-
ing good would be too delightful, were
we not now and then interrupted in the

purfuit of it,

HISTORICAL
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ENQUTIRIE S

Ox THE SECTION OF THE

SYMPHYSIS or THE PUBES.

Y delivety is underftood the defcent

of the child through the pelvis. The
theory of this operation comprehends a
knowledge of the pofitions, dimenfions,
proportions and relation which the child
- bears to the pefvis.  'When their refpe&tive
dimenfions are in juft proportion, and the
pofition is good, nature 1s all fufficient ; but
otherwife, we muft have recourfe to art.
It is furprifing that this fundamental prin-
ciple fhould have efcaped the ancients,
and that even to this day moft of the

moderns fhould be unacquainted with 1t.
B What
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“What has been the confequence of the 1g-
norance of practitioners with refpect to
this operation ! By muftaking the real ob-
ftacle, and being unacquainted with- this
art which aflifts nature, Accoucheurs have
had recourfe to means deftruftive to the
mother or child, and fometimes, to both,
in circumitances which admitted of their
prefervation, . Hence, no «doubt, the pre-
‘pofleffion in women which renders this

otherwife delirable moment {o formidable.
The chief objeét of the ancients, at the
time of delivery, was the prefervation of
the mother’s life, and they always preferred
it to that of the child, as the latter could
prefent to-the public nothing but uncertain
hopes of utility ; but notwithftanding this,
mothers often became the viCtims of mju-
rious practice.  The laws ordained that an
operation, known fince by the name of
Cezfarian, fhould be performed on every
woman dying m labour, m order at leaft to
fave
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fave the child. Modern prattioners have
ventured to perform this operation on the
living body likewife, with a view of {aving
the mother as well as child ; but for one
fuccefsful attempt, how many unfuccefsful
ones have been paffed over unnoticed !

Shall we then pretend to have perfeted
an art, which, while it contributes only in
fome meafure to the fafety of the child, ren-~
ders that of the mother more precarious ?

Have not the moderns fometimes un-
feafonably performed the Cwfarian opera-
tion, by confounding a wrong pofition of
the child with the want of due proportion
in the parts? We have fome inftances
of women recovering of this dange-
rous operation, who in a fubfequent
lying-in, were delivered without its dreadful
afliftance.

From fuch errors, and many others
-equally deftructive, I deemed it of im-
portance to eftablith in this art fome clear
and firiking principles, founded upon the

B 2 dimeniions
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dimenfions of the body to pafs, and of the
parts which afford it pafiage.

‘When the pelvis 1s too narrow for
the child’s head, a crcumftance which
induced the ancients to deftroy it, and
which, according to modern pratice, ex-
pofes the mother to the hazard of the Ceefa-
rian operation, in order to preferve it,
the incifion of the pubes has been recoms-
mended. I have demonftrated the ad-
vantages refulting from it, and fuccefs has
already feconded my expetations. [now
difcharge a duty which humanity dic-
tates, in publithing this new operation,
and my refletions from thence arifing. I
thall difcufs the obje&ions which may rea-
{onably be made to it, and fhall confider this
important {ubjet in three points of view,
viz. Hiflory, Praétice, and Theory.

Firft, 1 fhall confider how the mind of
man, fo flow in its advances, at length ar-
rived at a difecovery of this operation.

Secondly, 'The manner in which it was
performed on Mrs, Sonchot, together with

the
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the whole procefs during and fubfequent to
the operation.

Thirdly, 1 thall endeavour to throw fome
light upon the caufes of the accidents which
happened in her cafe, and the means of pre-
venting fuch in future; I fhall afterwards
point out the circumiftances under which
this operation may prove ufeful, and the
principles upon which we may a in
fimilar cafes.

PART
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E are often extremely furprifed at the
fize of a new-born infant ; ’tis hard
to conceive how it has made its way into
the world. Thofe who firft made mid-
wifry the objec¢t of their attention, endea-
vouring to account for this phznomenon,
began by confidering the ftruture of the
pelvis 5 they obferved, that the different
parts of which it 1s compofed are conneted
by a fubftance which never becomes offified
in young women, and which, during the
latter period of their pregnancy, {wells and
{foftens. From thefe circumftances they
faw the beneficent intention of nature,
which by this means admits, to a certain de-
‘gree, 2 {feparation which enlarges the di-
menfions of the pelvis,
Hippocrates was of opinion, that the pains
m the loinswhich women feel during labour,
originated
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originated from the pofterior articulation of
the pelvis 3 that they proceeded from the ef-
forts avhich nature dire&ted towards the
parts. ‘Thefe are his words :

“ Women, in their firft labour, feel very
fharp * pains in their loms, and 1 the
lower part of the os #fum; at that time
thefe bones divide and fcpara{:e one from the
other.”

IHI:PEJQEHHEI in the above paffage attends
only to the feparation of the pofterior arti-:
culation ; but in another place hefeems to
attend folely to the anterior. ¢ When -the
time of geftation 1s completed, fays he, the
bones feparate to the right and left.” Thefe
paffages have given rife to three different
opinions relative to the feparatien of the
parts of the pefrs, and the efforts of
the wterus in expelling the child. " Some
would have it that thefe efforts were di-
re(ted towards the pofterior parts only, and
feparated the pofterior articulation only;

B 4 others,

* Hipp. de Natura Pueri.
+ Idem de Epidem.
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others; guided by obfervation, maintained, .
that they extended towards the fore
part of the pelvss, and that it was particu-
larly towards the pubes that nature had fixed
the mobility and feparation of the parts:
And laftly, others were of opinion they
were direted equally towards the whole
opening, and tended to increafe it 1n every
direction.

‘The Arabians adopted this laft hypothe--
{is, ¢ 'When the fetus, fays Avicenna, ison.
the point of exclufion from the mother, the
uterus opens, the joints are feparated, and
this operation is one of the greateft efforts
of nature.”

It feems that even the ancients had fome
thoughts of {eparating the pubes, in order to
facilitate delivery, and that ths notion had
given rife to fome fabulous accounts, which
gained great credit amongft the wvulgar,
¢ Can any fenfible man believe, fays the
celebrated Vefalius, that there are, as people
pretengd, nations who, upon the birth of a

daughter,
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daughter, feparate the pubes, in order to fa-
cilitate her labours ¢
The Greeks looked upon the {fymphyfes of
the pelvis as fo many joints. Fefalius op-
pofed this opinion, He looked upon the
{ubftance of the {ymphyfes to be like the
other cartilages. So that if the opinion of
the foftening and feparation of the parts
was carried too far, he would eftablifh one
error, while he meant to explode another.
The authority of this great man made
many of the fame opinion. In the year
1319, one of our predeceflors in the facul-
ty of medicine at Paris, Facque D’ Amboife,
equally famous for his talents and attach-
ment to Henry the IVth. during the league,
gave leCtures on anatomy, as was cufto-
mary, at St Come. In the courfe of thefe
letures, he happened to meet with the body
of a woman, who a few days after deliver}'
was executed for ftifling her child. M.
D’ Amboife, thinking this a favourable op-
portunity to decide the queftion of the
fuftening
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fofteping and. {eparation of the bones of the
pelvis, gave notice, that in a public leGture |
this {fubject would be confidered ; and he in-
vited the moft celebrated phyficians and
furgeons to attend. He demonftrated to
the aﬂ'embly, that the bones of the
ﬁf't:ffi, “efpecially towards the f{ymphyfes
of the }51&5&’1‘, {feparated a few lines,* and
he proved that it did not proceed from
any unfound ftate of the parts, becaufe the
woman had been in good health during her
pregnancy. He fhewed, that upon raifing
one thigh, the correfponding pubes rofe
above the other ; neverthelefs, in {pite of
authﬁrit}r, reafon, and the teftimony of the
{enfes, many perfons remained obftinate in
a contrary ﬂpiniﬂh. ‘M. Pineau, a very 1kil-
ful furgeon and anatomift, was particularly
ftruck at this éircumﬁance, and hurt at the

obftinacy of fome of the company. He
- collected

% 'The French meafure is nearly as follows i—=Twelve
lines make one inch, and twelve inches one foot; but their
foot contains near thirteen Englith inches,
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colle&ted the whole of what had been faid on
this fubje&t, and formed 1t into a {mall
T'reatife, which contains a variety of excel=
lent obfervations, of which 1 fhall give an
extract, _

This writer, with Galen, looks upon the
{ymphyfes of the pelvis as {o many articula-
tions; that of thepubesfeems to him more dif-
pofed than the reft to fivell and foften during
-pregnancy. . ¢ The {fubftance of the {ym-
-phyfes, fays he, is like a {punge, it becomes
.moift during pregnancy, and grows dry
-after delivery by degrees. ‘The caufe of this
foftnefs depends upon a mucous difcharge
upon thefe parts. Unfuccefsful attempts
have been made to dilate the pudes with a
wedge ; but this feparation cannot be ef-
fected except near the time of delivery.
When the finger is applied to the pubes of
a pregnant woman, this part gives figns of
extreme f{enfibility, which arifes from the
fwelling in thefe joints diftending the peri-
offeum, and feparating it, Might not art in-

creafe
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ereafe this foftnefs of the parts which na-
ture atternpts ! In order to promote this,
may we not, during pregnancy, apply to
the fymphyfes, efpecially to that of the pu-
bes, emolient cataplafms, oily embrocations,
and femicupia, &c?”

Mr. Pincau perceiving that thefe means
would be rejected, without even giving
them a fair trial, therefore dedicated his
work to the celebrated Dr. Riverius, per-
{uaded that his name would have great in-
fluence. After an attentive obfervation, as
we have feen, of the means by which na-
ture brings about the {welling and foftening,
he tried every method which medicine
or furgery could furnith, in order to effect it.
<« If we hold, fays he, the thighs of a wo-
man in labour, raifed up and extended, the
child at every pain advances the more, which
depends upon the feparation of the pubes.”

In thort, Pineon goes fhll further. He
{ays, that we may not only dilate the fym-
phyfes by the means which he propofes; but

that
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that we may even feparate it by sucifion.
He fhudders, however, at this propofal,
and begins by refting on the authority of
Galen, who fays, ¢ The containing parts
being lefs noble than the contained, may not
only be dilated, but cut, for the prefervation
of the latter.” ¢ Now every fenfible man,
{fays Pineau, muit allow the child in utero,
to be more noble than the bones which
compofe the pelvis.”

The authority of Galen upon this occafion,
- was not well calculated to give credit to
this 1idea. ‘The great experience of
F. D’ Amboife, {erved to perpetuate in the
{chools of the faculty, the do&rine of the
foftening and the feparation of the fymphy-
{es of the pelvis.  Silvius, Riverius, Riolanus,
and many others publicly patronized it.

Mr. Duverney, in his public leCtures deli-
vered at the Royal Gardens, {hewed a pelvis,
the pudes of which had been feparated during
labour, by the fole -efforts of mnature.
Morgagni, whofe authority is of much

weight
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weight in thefe cafes, likewife adopted
this opinion.

~ Finally, in the year 1768, Mr. Sigault
prefented a memorial to' the {urgeons of Pa-
ris, in which he propofed the fetion of the
fymphyfes of the pubes, in cafes where the
Cfarian operation 1s employed, on account
of the difproportion of the pelvis to the
child’s head. The reafon which he gave
as conclufive was, that by this feftion, the
{pace of an inch was gained, which he had
proved to be the cafe in feveral women
who died in child-bed. It was objeted
mn the frft place, that in cafes where the
Cefarian operation became necefiary, an
inch more room would not be fuflicient.
Secondly, it was alledged, that many cir-
cumftances rendered the reunion, of the
parts Very precarious. |

 While the French furgeons were difpu~
ting this matter, Mr. Camper, a Dutch phyfi=
cian, had recourfe to experiment. He per=

formed this operation on a fow, after fhe
had
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had littered 3 the continued to {uckle her
pigs, to cat, drink, and walk, and
though the threw off the bandage which
had been applied in order to favour a union .
of the parts, they were healed in 15 days.

This experiment bemg made known
throughout Europe, decided one of the
chief points in queftion, viz. the reunion
of the parts, but it {aid nothing refpe&ing
the f{eparation, and gave no anf{wer to the
objection made to its mfufficiency.

Such was the ftate of the ‘queftion, when
in the year 1473, I had an opportunity of
making many obfervations on the bodies of
women who died in child-bed. I en-
deavoured, by anatomical principles, to
bring to greater perfeftion the art of mid-
wifry, and to obviate the dangerous confe-
quences of delivery. Iattended particularly
to the operation propofed by Mr. Sigault, and
endeavoured to reap every pofiible advan-
~ tage from the hints he had given. I per-
tormed the {eCtion of the pudes upon dead

{fubjelts,
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fubje&ts, both male and female. In the
firft I obferved a feparation of between two
and three lines {pace, and in the latter from
three to four; in thofe who died in
child-bed, I conftantly gained from fix to
nine lines. Ithen reafoned thus : Why is
there a feparation 1n every fubjet? and
why is this {feparation greateft at the time of
delivery ?  An attentive examination of the
parts which conftitute the pefvis, refolved the
firlt queftion. The two bones which form
the hips are united anteriorly by means of a
{ubftance which has pafled for cartilage ;
they are joined behind to the lateral fides of
the facrum, and are equally united to it by
means of that famef{ubftance, which is faften=
ed ftill more firmly by ligaments internally
and externally. The name of {fymphyfes
was given to thefe three junctions of the
pieces of the pefvis. The ligaments of the
pofterior external part are numerous and
much ftronger than thofe of the pofterior
internal part ; fo that by cutting thofe

which
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which unite the pubes in the fore part,
the pofterior external ones becoming too

powerful for the pofterior internal, a fepa-
ration of the divided parts muft neceflarily

enfue.
It {till remained to find out why the fe~

paration was always greater in women

advanced in pregnancy, or delivered. I
confidered the ftate of the {ymphyfes

in women after delivery, and always
found the fubftance which ferves as a me-
, diuﬂg of union, and which has ufually the
folidity of a cartilage, fwelled and foftened
to fuch a degree, that a lancet was
fufficient to cut it. I obferved that the
{foftnefs was always 1n proportion to the
{welling ; whence it followed, that upon
cutting the pubes of women who died in
child-bed, there appeared a greater fepa-
ration, which feemed in proportion to
the degree of {welling and foftnefs in the

cartilaginous fubftance,

Herg
C
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Here I had an opportunity of applying

the obfervations already made on that
change i the animal ceconomy  which
pregnancy brings ons I obferved that
the cellular membrane was unufually res
laxed in all women after delivery, and filled
with a gelatinous matter ; all the muf=
cles were more tender than at other times,
and fomuch fo near the pe/vis, that I could
break them down between my fingers: I
compared with this obfervation, thofe
which prove that the fleth of impregnated
females 15 conftantly tender. 1 had re-
marked that in the country 1t was a cuftom
to have old cows bulled in order to make
them tender and more fit for food; which
proved fo me, that pregnancy : renders:
the fleth {oft and tender; and I was of
opinien, that nature went ftill further,
and extended her influence even to the:
bones.

Obfervation fhews, that in fra&ures in-

WOoImen
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women with child, the callus does ot
form {o as to unite the parts, until
lome time after delivery. Many experis
ments of this nature made on impregnated
bitches exhibited the fame phenomena.
All thefe faéts, joined to many other no
lefs curious, convinced me that during
pregnancy there 1s brought about, particus
larly towards the pelvis, a folution of the
earthly matter in the mother, which is converted
¥o the ufe of the fetus,

4 adopted this notion ever fince the year
1770, and then communicated it to our
learned and illuftrious colleague, the late
MTr. HerrifJant, who had expatiated largely on
the earthly animal matter, He approved of
my opinion, as well as the manner 1 which
it had been derived from obfervation. He
appeared to me quite f{atisfied with the
explanation which I gave him of the extra-
ordinary foftnefs of the bones of Mrs.
Sr:iﬂﬁ.sbi, a phzenomenon which in his opi-
nion had not been accounted for in any fa=

Cz tisfaltory
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tisfaQory manner. I am able, n confe-
quence of my application fince that time,
to explain the means by which this
{olution of the earthly animal matter is
effeCted.

After having compared all thefe falts
which prove that the fleth, and even the
bones, become foft, by a kind of folution du-
ring pregnancy, efpecially about the pefuvrs,
I thought that the {fymphyfes ought natu-
rally to be fubjet to the fame change. I
then perceived there was {fome propriety
in the obfervations, which feemed hereto-
fore not {ufficiently eftablithed.

I imagined that the {oftnefs, and
confequently the {feparation, ought to
be in proportion to the greater or leffer de-
gree of {olution in the confolidating princi-
ple ; this appeared evident from a view of
the pelvis of a woman after delivery, in
which the foftnefs was fuch, that the pu-
bes could be feparated fix lines.  One would
have imagined that the intermediate carti-

lage
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lage was almoft diffolved, infomuch, that
this fwelling of the {ymphyfes, which was
thought to depend upon an afflux of hu-
mours on thefe parts, appeared to me to be
the effe¢t of a folution of the earthly
matter.

I endeavoured to make thefe ideas ufeful
to the pradtice of midwifry. It appeared to
me that the coccyx, which 1s united to the
facrum by the fame cartilaginous fubftance
which 1s found in other {ymphyfes, could,
on account of their {oftnefs, recede during
labour, as obferved by Dewenter, and that
he recommended, in fome circumftances,
the retro-preflure of the coccyx to
favour delwvery. = 1 1magined, that on
account of the foftnefs already proved,
the facrum itfelf might {ometimes give way
to a certain degree; a circumitance of the
utmoft confequence in the art of midwifry.
Experience anfwered my expeftations, and
by the fame fimple means I have affifted
women, who otherwife could not have been

€3 delivqrcd
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delivered without the help of inftrus
ments. L

With regard to Mr. Sigault’s proje&, I {uf-
petted that a greater degree of feparation
could be procured than he had mentioned
or obtained, I had remarked, with Pineai,
that d:uring fome labours, in raifing the
thighs, and keeping them at a diftance
from each other, the child advanced better
during each pain, particularly when the
pains were of the forcing kind, I was then
of opinion that the #veceps and gracilis muf-
cles could on each fide feparate the pubes, and
produce 2 more confiderable feparation than
was obtained by Mr. Sigault ; and as after.
death the articulation becomes rigid, I
thought it neceflary to try fome expe-
riments on a fubject ftill warm, although
it was hard to be met with, In December
1774, I was called to Mrs. Brgffeur, who
was expiring in confequence of the injurious
treatment of a woman who endeavoured to
deliver her. She was dead when I arrived.

L%
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1 begged leave of herfriends to perform an
operation on the body, which was intereft-
ing to mankind., Being permitted, I came
foon after with one of my pupils, and
placed the body upon a table, with f{ome
cloths under  her loins, that the pel-
wis- might proje&.  The thighs bemg
raifed and held at the greateft diftance
from one another, I began the fc&tion of
the integuments at the fuperior part of the
fymphyfes, a little to the right ;. the carti-
lage bcing very _f-sjft, 1 cut it with a flen~
der knifé; the incifion was fcarce per-
formed, when the pubes parted fo as to ad-
mit my four knuckles, an extent equal to
two French inches and a half; When her
legs were let down and extended, and her
thighs near cach other, the divided parts
afpfaachﬁd {o clofe as to leave but an extent
of fix or feven lines, which were reduced to
three or four when the was placed on her
fide. I endeavoured to find out whether
any part of the bladder was injured, and

C4 found
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found it was not, and that the ligament
which unites it to the pubes, was partly
preferved on the left fide.

This experiment confuted the obje@ions

of thofe who {uppofed there would be
a want of {ufficient {eparation, for it
was evident to me, that a head of large
fize might be conveyed through a pe/
vis, whofe aperture, from the anterior
to the pofterior part, only meafured two
or three inches.
It was alwaysa maxim with me to be
_ communicative 1n things relative to {cience,
_convinced that though a man may lofe
the honour of fome difcoveries, yet
by enjoying the converfation of others,
.he  will improve his own under-
ftanding,

I mentioned my difcovery to {feveral
learned men, and introduced it in both my
public and private le&tures. I now turned
my attention to the poffibility of re-
uniting the parts divided in the operation.

The
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The experiment of Mr, Camper made 1t a
matter lefs doubtful, as we had already ine
ftances of the cartilages of the larynx uni-
ting, it gave us ftrong reafon to hope for
the reunion of the {ymphyfes of the os pu-
bis. Certain obfervations had even proved
it, but others left room for doubt. We
had examples of women who felt much
uneafinefs from the motion perceived
in the fymphyfes of the pubes, {o as not
to be able to walk. Other ob{ervations re-
lated to me by people of veracity, proved
that this was fometimes obviated hy means
of a bandage. It now ftruck me that want
of proper reft might be the caufe of the
parts not reuniting, and that 1t was occa-
fioned by the patients getting up too {oon,
for the callus lofes its agglutinating power
i proportion to the motion of the parts.
Wherefore in ~ the reunion of frac-
tures, i1f {fuch motion happeﬁs, no fixed
union fucceeds, but the bones form a

kind of articulation.
I
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‘I mentioned all thefe ideas on the fepa-
yation and reunion of the parts in my pub-
lic and private leGtures, and withed to fee
them confirmed 'hy E}{pﬁriﬂn}lﬂ on livingl
fubje&s. 1In fhort, I publifhed a firft part
on the practice of -midwifry, and 1hall faon
pubhfh more,

When treating on thofe cafes of d!fpmp{}r-
tion between the head and pelvis, where the
Cuefarian operation had been recommended,
I hinted at other methods, and ‘exprefled
myfglf thus: ' * <« 'To render the Ce-
farian operation lefs frequent, and lefs
fatal, to determine thofe cafes in which it is
‘pointed out, and reduce them to'the fimalleft
number poffible, to fubflitute in its room a
. lefs dangerous ﬂ}‘-erﬂtian, and laftly, ‘to ‘ba-
nith totally from the courfe of practice this
formidable and generally fatal refource.”

I had the pleafure to fee that many of my

| | pupils

% See the Pradde of Midwifry, firlt Part, containinga.
Critical Hiftory of the Doctrine and Practice of the moft emi-
nent Accoucheurs, page 202,
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pupils underftood my doftrine, and‘dés
fended my principles in their public Thes
{es; parti;:.ularly Mr. Chandonr, who had
proved his great abilities in the Marine
Hﬂfpitalsg and in order ftill to make
himfelf more ufeful to the public, peti-
tioned Mon{, Sartine, for leave of abfence
to attend my leCtures in Parrs. .

Having fpent a proper time in Paris, 'he
‘went to Montpelier, m order to take his de~
grees. He dedicated his Thefis to Mr.,
Sartine, Minifter to the Marine Department,
and therein defended my favourite pro=
'pﬂﬁt,ibn, vrz. that in labour a woman never
fhould Iofe her life when under the care of
an- able operator.

After defcribing fuch cafes as are formi=
dable, he thews the remedy, and relates ma-«
ny inftances of cafes ufually proving fatal,
wherein he has {een mypraétice attended
with fuccefs, Mr, Chandon had the very
uncommon delicacy not to appropriate to
himfelf one of my ideas, After propofing

Various
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_¥arious means to {upply the ufe of the Ce-
Jarian operation, and among others, the fec-
tion of the pubes, he fays, ¢ By this opera-
tion none of the vifcera eflential to life
are endangered ; it has been rejected merely
from timidity, and without any good rea-
{on, efpecially fince Mr. Alphonfe Le Ros
has obtained fo much feparation as . two
inches and a half in the os pubis.” And
here Mr. Chandon relates the obfervation
mentioned above., A furgeon, very well
verfed in the art of midwifry, and unac-
~quainted with my works, in the year 1776,
publithed and defended a Thefis in the pub-
lic fchools, in which he condemned the fec-
tion of the fymphyfes, in cafes where the
pelvis is too narrow to let the child’s
head pafs. Mr. Bodelocg does nat dif-
apprave the opinion of the ancients as
to the f{welling and {oftnefs of the
parts, but he {fays, very juftly, that
we feldom obferve any {fenfible mobility
towards the fymphyfes; neverthelefs, he
mentions one pefvis which he had feen,
| where
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where the feparation in the pubes amounted
to fourteen lines. He difapproves the ope-
ration of the fe&ion of the pubes, on ac-
count of the infufficiency of a feparation
of one inch, mentioned by Mr. Sigault, 1n a
Thefis at Angiers in 1772.

In order to obtain that feparation, the
author was obliged to thruft a wedge into
the opening of the pubes, becaufe he did not
try his experiments on the pelvs of women
who died in labour, or {oon after delivery.
He obferved, that in cafe of a {eparation of
one inch, the pubes does not diverge for=
wards above two lines; confequently, if
there be a difproportion as to the tranfverfe
diameter of the head with the pefvis, of more
than two lines, the operation is not ad-
vifeable. This reafoning amounts to a de-
monftration. He advifes then, in cafes
where one would with to pra&ife it, rather
to ufe the forceps ; but it were to be withed
that he had taken pains to determine ex-

altly the cafes wherein this inftrument can
reduce
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teduce the difproportion ; and that he had
thewn clearly in what degree he could di=
minith the fize of the head, {o as to overs
come this difficulty:

- When this furgeon hedird I had ob-
tained two inches and a halfin the feparas
tion, he had @ favourable opportunity of re-
peating my experiments, and having the
fame fuceefs, informed me of it, teftifying
how greatly he was interefted mnit. Itisa
chara&eriftic of real merit to feck truth,
merely for its own fakes

I heard of Mr; Sigault’s Thefis, but as I
had not feen it, n the month of Fuly 1777,
I.went to his houfe, and begged of him to
let mé have a perufal of 1t, in order to af=
certain the difference betiveen his refearches
and mine, and to make them coneur in
oiving fome weight to a project which was
inconfiderately reje¢ted. My friend readily
granted my requeft : he gave me his Thefis
only, the memorial which he prefented tor
the Surgeons Company net being at hand.

. Impatient
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Impat-iﬁnt to fee the contents of this Thefis,
I perufed it, and will here give fome extract
- ofit.

By the title of this Thefis it implies,
that in preeternatural labours, the {eftion of
the {ymphyfes of the pubes 15 a much readier
and fafer operation than the Ceefarian. It
confifts of five paragraphs, the firft contains
only fome general propofitions foreign to
the fubje&t 5 in the fecond he fays, ¢ The
force of the wferus {fometimes a&ts upon it-
felf 5 hence arifes infome labours a rupture
of this vifcus itfelf, in which cafe we have
been obliged to make an incifion into the
belly of the mother, to extra& the child
contained in the abdomen. By thisopera«
tion Julius was born 3 and hence they gavé
him the furname of Cafar; and: from this
incident the operation was called Cefarian.
© ¢« The dangers of this ﬂperdtion are hae-
fnorrhage, a diffufion of purulent matter
into- the cavity of the abdomen, a hernia
obds with
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with ftrangulation of the inteftines, mor-
tification, convulfions, and death.”

In the third paragraph he fays, ¢ The
cartilages become relaxed towards the latter
end of pregnancy, and during labour the
bones recede from each other by little and
little, and fometimes quite feparate.” He
maintains this affertion upon the authority
of fome celebrated anatomifts. Inthe 4th part
he goes on thus: ¢ Fernelius mentions the
{trong juntion of the pubes as one of the
chief obftacles to delivery. Pinean in thofe
cafes recommended relaxing applications
and Hniments; but they prove very ineffec-
tual. ‘Take a biftory with a blunt point,
cut and divide the integuments above the
pubes, go through the pyramidal mufcles
from top to bottom ; the fymphyfes of the
pubes being now expofed, convey your fin=
gers to the cellular membrane behind the
pubes, and cut boldly this intermediate care

tilage : Immediately the pubes will {feparate
abov&i
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above an inch, and the feetus, by the force
of nature, will come fafely into the world,
When the power which tends to feparate
the extremities of the pe/vis no longer ex=
ifts, the pubes will reunite. This may be
done more effeGtually by the application of
a bandage. The wound being of a fimple
nature, a cure will be completed by reft,
without any dangerous fymptoms. This
operation is preferable to the forceps, as that
inftrument may injure the head of the
child, and produce inflammation or gangrene.
Mr. Camper performed this operation on a
Jow with fuccefs.”

In the fifth part Mr. Sigault anfwers the
objeftions made to his dottrine, and fays,
¢« It will be objetted, that when the fym-
phyfes is offified, this operation cannot be
performed; but this 1s a cafe which
{eldom happens. The danger of wound-
ing the neck of the bladder may alfo
be an obje@ion; but this organ 1s
jomned to the {ymphyfes only by a
loofe cellular membrane, which may be di-

D vided
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vided with the finger, if the feetus has not
defcended below the brim of the pe/vis 5 and
if it has, wounding the neck of the
bladder 1s not an incurable cafe, as the an-
cients fuppofed. Others advance, that the
pelvis cannot be fufficiently enlarged by the
{e&tion of the fymphyf{es. But let us confider,
that it is compofed of different pieces, and
that the extent of the aperture 1s an addi-
tional increafe to the whole circumference
of it. Others fay, that the reunion cannot
be brought about; but the contrary is
proved by the experiments of Mr. Camper.
And why fhould not the cartilages reunite ?
I s true, M Verder fays, . 5ie . has
feen two women who became lame upon
a fimilar ftate of the pubes; but doubtlefs
this proceeded from fome venereal infec-
tion, or a fcorbutic or {crophulous hu-
mour. According to the obfervations of
Mr. Petit, Lonis, and De Lafaye, this reunion
has been effeCted. Mr. Morand de [a Rou-
Sfiere faw a young man whofe pubes had
been feparated while he was fencing s

whence I conclude, &c.”

Upon:
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Upon a perufal of this Thefis, T told
Mr. Sigault, who afked my opinion of it,
that excepting fome few affertions contrary
to the theorjr of midwifry, it was a very
good one ; but that neverthelefs, his propo-
fitions ought to have engaged more atten=-
tion, and that one ought to have had recourfe
to trials relative to this fubjet. Upon
that he mentioned the oppofition and dif=
agreeable circumftances he had met with
concerning it.

Mr. Sigault told me, that Mr. Camper
had petitioned - government 1n Hol-
land, to give him up a female convi&, in
order to try the operation on her ; but that
the learned: Gawbius, whofe opmion had
been taken on the occafion, determined
government to refufe his requeft.

The following were my refletions on this
occafion :

¢« Men always fear innovations where they
are moft interefted. Hence it is that ufeful
difcoveries meet with confiderable oppofi=

‘tions, while trifling ones are received with

D2 aviditye.
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avidity. Tam not furprifed, Sir, at the op-
pofition you have met with; upon a
fubjet {o interefting, you can convince
only by reafoning joined to demonftration.
Had you aflerted a more confiderable fepara-
tion, had you declared that through the
worft formed pefvis you could convey a
head of the largeft fize, had you explained
the nature of it, you would have met
with three kinds of people ; fome, who
will not yield to the moft convincing
arguments, being influenced by paffion ;
others, more indifferent, would have their
doubts, becaufe they would not take the
trouble to examine the matter ; and a third
party would have underftood you, and
have become your moft zealous par-
tizans ; but they would fay, that experience
and reafoning were againft you, for it has
been demonftrated, that the feparation of
an inch, as you affert, is not enough, and
you have not proved the contrary. You
- fuppofe that this inch atts upon the
whole
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whole pelvis, and increafes its dimenfions fo
as to let the head pafs, and you extend this
principle to every kind of difproportion.
As to Mr. Camper, I would not have granted
his requeft any more than the government
in Holland did. 1 would have obje&ted to
him thus: If you fucceed, Sir, you will
lead us into an error, becaufe the fuccefs you
meet with upon a well formed pelvis, will
not prove the practibility of fucceeding upon
an 1ll formed one. You will prove the
reunion of the parts. Your experiments on
the fow proves it fufficiently; therefore
when I advifed my pupils to beg a conviét
in their provinces, reprefent, faid I, to the
Judges, that the reunion is almoft cer-
tain 3 but inform them that it is of the
higheft importance to afcertain whether
a feparation of two mches and a half
may be obtained, by which means, even
through an ill-formed pe/vis, a very large
head may be conveyed. Furthermore ad-
| D 3 Vance,
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vance, that all perfons of fenfe and expe-
rience agree as to the fafety of the opera-
tion ; but that it 1s neceflary to be affured
whether the feparation, in cafe of an
ill-formed pelvis, may not be attended
with {fome unforefeen accidents.”

On the 27th of September, 1774, about
two months after this conference, when
we were at a meeting of the faculty,
Mr. Sigault took me afide, and told me ¢ that
he was fhortly to deliver the wife of
Mr. Souchot, whofe labours had always been
very bad, on account of her deformity, and
thort {tature, which was Dnly three feet
eight inches high.

¢¢ At her firft labour, in the year 1769, I
could not pofiibly myfelf fucceed in ex-
tra&ing the head, but begged the affiftance
of Mr. Piet ; and after trying alternately to
the utmoft of our power, the head came
lengthened through the pe/vrs to an afto-
nithing degree.

¢ In May 17491, 1 was fent for to deliver her
a
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a fecond time: I called in fucceffively Mefirs.
Thevenot and Coutouls, two gentlemen of ex-
perience and {kill.  We were obliged
to extra&t the head with the crotchet.
She was delivered by the fame means
in a third labour, though the head of
the child was much fmaller, being only in
the eighth month of pregnancy. Since
that time the has been afflited with a
prolapfus vagince.
“ On Eafter-day, 1775, I was called in
a fourth time, and got a number of Accou-
cheurs and celebrated phyficians to attend
- with me. About Six o’clock we feverally
began to ufe our utmoft power to relieve
her, but could not for two hours, when at
length we extradted the head by the fame
manceuvre as before. It was then unani-
moufly agreed, that this woman could ne-
ver be delivered of a living child, except
by the Cefarian operation. 1 then pro-
poled a fection of the pubes, which was re-
D4 jelted.
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P Rapeendss

OWEVER certain the fuccefs of the
fetion of the fymphyfes of the
pubes appeared to me, my hopes were
attended with fome fears, but reafoning
quickly removed them, and feelings which
warmed my heart, made me enjoy, by anti-
cipation, the grateful acknowledgments of
thofe whofe exiftence I was likely to pre-
ferve by this means.

I was impatient to communicate my
thoughts to Mr. Sigault, as we were equally
engagedin the fame laudable undertaking. In
the mean time, that no reproaches might be
made on me, or rather that I might have
nothing to reproach myfelf with, I con-
fulted fome wife and experienced friends,

rather with regard to the propriety of my
‘conducty
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condud, than the nature of the operation.
At length, on the 3oth of September,
Mrs. Souchot was taken in labour, and fent
about Five o'clock in the evening for
Mr. Sigault, who came about Seven, and re-
turned at Ten. About One o’clock in the
morning he called me up, and informed me
that the child prefented by the feet, and that
the mother was willing to fubmit to the
opératinn. I encouraged himin the under-
taking, and we haftened to our patient with
the pleafing hope of relieving her. 'When
we arrived at Mrs, Souchor’s, I made my re-
marks on her deformity, and was much
encouraged by her feeming refolution. As
her pains‘ were neither ftrong nor quick, I
afked feveral queﬁimﬁs, in order to difcover
the bad formation of her body, and fhe gave
this hiftory of herfelf, vsz. ¢ She was thirty-
eight years of age, born of healthy parents ;
her father, a mufic-mafter, was fixty-four
years old ; her mother thirty-eight when
fhe was born. It was her misfortune to be

| placed
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placed under the care of a bad nu:fe, where
fhe had the {fmall-pox at cight months ; at
the twentieth month her dentition was at-
tended with violent purgingand convulfions;
her limbs became diftorted, fo that the could
not walk till the was eight years old, nor
even then without crutches, which fhe
was obliged to ufe until the period of her
menfes. She was married 1n her twenty-
ninth year, and had had four painful la-
bours. Mr. Sigault, Sir, (added fhe) has
always attended me, but I now commit my-
felf to your united care.”

I declared to her how deeply I felt for
her fituation, and next endeavoured to pro-
cure a juft knowledge of the pofition of the
foetus, and the dimenfions of the pe/vss. 1
obferved that the child prefentéd by its feet,
that the orifice of the wferus was very much
dilated, and that the diameter, from the
anterior to the pofterior part of the pefvrs,
¢id not exceed two inches and a half. I

told
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told Mr. Sigault, that as the diameter of a
child’s head at its birth 1s ufually at leaft
three inches and a quarter, it would be
smpoflible for it to be delivered at an aper-
ture of only two inches and a half; that
confequently the muft fubmit to the Ca/i-
rian operation, or that which we intended
to fubftitute for it, to which Iaft fhe
confented.

Every thing being got ready, we folded
the mattrafs three times, and placed her on
it. We began by feeling for the middle |
part of the cartilage of the {ymphyfes,
which we readily difcovered by the finger.
I advifed Mr. Sigauit to begin the feCion of
the {uperior part of the {ymphyfes, but not
above the pyramidal mufcles, and to do it
by two incifions. Firft, to divide the inte-
guments as far as the middle of the pubes,
while I held the lower part downwards,
and then to begin the fe%tion of the carti-
lage. Secondly, to fimfth the incifion of

the integuments, without any fear of
hamorrhage
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hemorrhage obftruting him in  the
feGtion of the cartilage. Mr. Sigault had
nothing but a common biftory to perform
this operation with. The thighs being
opened and raifed, he performed it in the
manner mentioned. ‘The moment the fe-
paration was completed, the pubes parted,
as 1f the firing of a bow had been divided,
and receded to each fide under the integu-
ments. I immediately began to extral
the child after Mr. Sigawlt had broke the
membrane, and brought the feet as far as
the os externum. I firft made myfelf fure
of the extent of the feparation which we
had gained by the fection, in order to
judge of a proper method to extraét the
head. Ilaid my four knuckles in the {pace
procured by the fe&ion, which meafured
two inches and a half, an extent {omewhat
more than that which I had gained upon
the body of Mrs. Braffeur, which gave me
pleafure. ‘The child’s heels were turned to

the
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the right fide, and I extraced the body by
gentle efforts, which I dire€ted towards the
lateral parts entirely, and not to the {pine.
I difengaged the left arm, and then the
right, the head being {till above the brim
of the pefvis, 1 applied my hand to the
face, which correfponded with the {ymphy-
fes of the left ilium; I opened her thighs
as far as I could, and fixed the largeft por-
tion of the right parietal in the feparation.
The integuments projeéted ; I made the left
parietal anfwer to the right lateral fide of
the hollow of the facrum ; afterwards, upon
raifing the body of the child, I drew out the
left lateral fide of the head, while at the
fame time, with the right hand applied
to the nafal fofia, I brought the chin down-
wards. - By thefe united cftorts I overcame

the greateft refiftance at the brim of the
pelvis. When it had now gained the hol-
low of the facrum, I brought the occiput
between the feparation, and difengaged the

chin at the inferior part of the os exter-
num,
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num, by raifing the child’s body ; the reft
of the body followed prefently, and the pa-
tient was delivered, to her great joy, of a
living fon. The thighs being lowered,
the feparation appeared not to exceed eight
lines. I immediately extracted the pla-
centa, becaufe the wferus began to contrack
itfelf exceedingly.

During this operation, which was neither
very painful nor tedious, the woman Ioftvery

little blood, and the hufband being called
in, could fcarce give credit to {o fortunate

and {peedy a delivery. We applied fome

lint to the wound, and removed the patient
on the mattrafs, in order to make her bed.
Upon the leaft opening of her thighs fhe
felt very acute pains in the left pofterior
fide of the loins and pefvzss. We applied a
napkin, by way of bandage, to keep the
pelvis in a juft pofition, to which we
faftened two ribbands behind, one on the
right, the other on the left, and brought
them under the thighs, in order to tic them

before.
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before. 'When put to bed, we found her
pulfe was not affeCted, and enraptured at
becoming a mother, the requefted us to give
her the child, in order to fuckle it.

We ftaid with her above two hours, and
finding no appearance of danger, we parted,
promifing to meet again at Twelve o’clock.

Thus ended an operation heretofore un-
attempted, and at all times condemned and
oppofed. The care and management of the
wound next became the objett of our at-

tention, which I confidered of a very im-
portant nature, as I might meet with un-

forefeen difficulties, a detail of which fhall
make the conclufion of this part of my
narrative,

At the appointed hour we took off part
©of the drefling ; finding, with pleafure, that
there had been no hamorrhage, as the
bed appeared very wet, I afked her if the
had felt any difcharge of urine, or if it
had paffed involuntarily ? She replied,
that the had made water twice voluntarily,

but
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but in {mall quamtities,. We agreed to
- make a report to the medical faculty.nf
what had pafled, to requeft they would inte-
reft them{elves in this operation, by fending
Cunfxmiiﬁoners' to alcertain Fhe fa&t, and at-
tend to the treatment of the cafe. It w;i_s
their monthly meeﬁng that evening, and
being arﬁv‘f:ci before Mr. Sigault, 1 made
this operation the fubject of my difcourfe
among the members, explammg to them
the p*tmculars of our proceedings. The fa-
culty, at my rﬁ:queﬂ appmnted MEﬂ[S.
Grandelas and Dﬁj%fmer two of their mem-
bers, and gentlemen much refpe&ed for
their ﬂmll and experience. Mr. Szgszm’r
now '1rr1ved and read a paper to the aflem-
bly, exa&ly to the fame purport as what I
had mentioned.

We afterwards went to fee our patient,
and found fhe had no fever, but only
{fome pains in the left facro iliac region, and
contiguous parts.  She requeﬂed us to

E {lacken
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flacken the bandage a  little, which
we did.

The next morning, being the third day
from her delivery, the commiffioners paid
Mrs. Souchot a {econd vifit, when the had no
fever, although fhe had been difturbed all
night by the child. Mr. Sigault being in-
difpofed, the treatment of the cafe wasleft
tome. I took off the drefling, which gave
the commiffioners an opportunity of feeing
the reality of the fecion. The feparation
now appearing tobe about fix lines, I ob-
ferved to them, that by taking off the ban-
dage 1t became larger, and {till more fo
upon opening the thighs, and that the pa-
tient then felt very acute pains in the loins,
in the left facro iliac region, and in the co-
tyloid cavity of the {fame fide. The bed
was quite wet with urine, which the had
voided only once, and that in a {mall quanti-
ty. She was removed to'another bed, in order
to be dry, which gave her great pain. As this

was



£ 5 9

was the cafe from the flighteft motion, fe-
veral applications were propofed, and’'we
fixed upon the following, vz. the white of
an egg beat up with brandy. I feared left
fome of the lymphatic veflels had been in-
jured, and confidering the parts upon which
we had operated were fomewhat of the fame
nature with the joints, 1 deemed this appli-
cation a very proper one. A ftrict diet was
ordered. Towards night the patient com-
. plained of great pain near the nipples, but
the had no fever.

On the fourth day we were indifcreet
enough to fay in her hearing, that the re-
union took place m the animal under the
care of Mr. Camper, without the help of a
bandage. She therefore defired to have
her’s taken off. She would hearken to no
reafon, and in {pite of us we were obliged to
remove it. As fhe feldom gave the child
the breaft, and could not fuckle with
the left, but with greater pain than the

Ea2 right,
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right, we ufed a glafs pipe to draw off tlie
milk. She had a flight degree of fever
this evening.

On the fifth morning the had a little fe-
ver, which might be the more on
account of her uneafy and difagreeable fitu-
ation in bed, being unable to be moved,
much reftrained in diet, and alfo particu-
larly defired to lay on her fide.

On the fixth fhe had yet no ftool. I
now thought it proper to procure one, and
ordered a clyfter, which did 1ot bring away
any foeces.  The union became now very
vifible in the {fymphyfes; the wound was
very fmall, owing to the approximation
of the integuments. It was propofed to
change the dreflings, and apply a {mail
pledget of the balfam of arceeus. She now
felt but little pain, the difcharge was
{mall, and every thing promifed a
{peedy cure; but after our departure, fhe
cat fomething, and in too great a quan-

tuty ;.
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tity ; for Mr. Dg/&rﬁ‘aﬂm, dean.of the faculty,
who called to fee her an hour after the
drefling, found her fhivering, and her pulfe
altered, together with difficulty of breath-
ing. At our evening vifit we found that
all thofe accidents had difappearced. But a
fecond excefs in the article of eating,
J{}ined to fome domeftic tmuble_s, during
that night, brought on bad {ymptoms again.
On the feventh many phyficians and {ur-
geons who vifited with us, were witnefles
of her having much fever, attended with
languor. She had alfo at this time a confi-
derable difcharge of lochia, with acute
pains, and the pledget of the balf. arceus
was covered with a black difcharge when
taken off ; wherefore we had recourfe to a
defenfative compound of aromatic brandy,
called red water, mixed with the white of
an egg. By obferving a ftri& diet fhe
found herfelf better, and at night we were
E 3 informed
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informed fhe had a copious ftool, and made
water twice 1n the afternoon.

On the eighth, confidering the difcharges,
which this day had been profufe, I afked
her if while the fuckled there was not
viibly a greater quantity? She replied
in the affirmative; and to make my-
felf fure of it, I applied my hand to the os ex~
ternum while the {uckled, and felt a confi-
derable quantity come from her. We there-
fore advifed the application of a bandage.
During that day the made water twice, and
had two large bilious ftools. Many of our
aflociates attended the drefling of the pa-
tient every day; among others Meffieurs
L’Surier, Vicg, and Champferen.  Mr.
Deflremeauz, fon in law to Mr. Levret, came
with them, and feemed to intereft him-
fclf much in_ the fuccefs of the operation.
He advifed us to take care that the patient
committed no excefs through the advice of

thofe
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thofe about her; and told us, in pre-
fence of Mr. Vicqg and many others, that
Mr. Levret had computed the diameter of
her pelvis, from the anterior to the pofte-
rior part, to be about two inches and a half.

I thewed Mr. Pelletan, in prefence of
the commiflioners, the pledget, covered
with the {uppuration produced by the
wound. My intention was to prove that
the difcharge did not, as he had given out,
proceed from a fuppuration of the cellu-
lar membrane.

Mr. Goubelly afiifted this day at the drefs-
-ing. He looked at the child, which did
not thrive, on account of the irregularity
with which he had been fuckled. I per-
ceived he was meafuring the circumfe-
rence of the child’s head. In the evening
I found the patient had pafled the day
very well ; the was afleep when I arrived,
and I would not fuffer her to be waked.

E 4 On
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On the tenth fhe had {ymptoms of genes
ral weaknefs, and her {pirits were low ;
the difcharge had been, and continued very
copious : She wept and told me, with much
ﬁn'eaﬁnefs, that fhe faw many {trangers at-
tend at the dreffings ;I her pulfe, which was
very irregular when I came in, became very
quick,. which convinced me that her {pr-
rits were hurried. I endeavoured to confole
her, and gave her fome hopes of getting
her diftrefles alleviated, which hopes were
not fruﬁrated I difcovered at night that
fhe had eat, durmg the day, a great deal of
meat, and drank a few glafles of wine ;
hence her pulfe was feverith and quick,
her {kin dry, and fhe had no difcharge.

On the eleventh the wound had a good
afpect, but the evacuations had been fo great,
that they had penetrat&d through the bed,
and. we;e received mto a bafon, which had
been indifcreetly emptied before we arrived.
In order to obwviate this inconvenience, the

bed,



& 5% )

bed was covered with a great deal of tow,
and orders were given to change frequently
that which was near the wound. 1
went to Mr. Defeflartz, dean of our faculty,
in order to acquaint him with my unegfi-
nefs upon this occafion. 1 begged his ad-
vice and affiftance in remedying this alai:mr
ing cafe. He was quite of my opiﬁimn,
that to {top this difcharge, it way firft
neceflfary to determine its nature, which
could not be done better than by ana-
lyfing 1t.

The child became very weak, from a
want of proper treatment. Mr. Sigauli or-
dered a panado inftead of milk, which the
mother could not fupply it with in {uffi-
clent quantity, or regularly,

On the twelfth I was {orry to hear that
Mr. Sigault could hot attend, on account of
a fit of illnefs. The whole weight of the
cure fell upon me, and only contributed te

redouble
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redouble my zeal. The difcharge and pains
were now {omewhat abated, and I thought
the wound, which had a {pongy af-
pect, and, mftead of joining, formed a hare
lip, would do better with a few drops of the
balfam of red fioravents, in order to ftimu-
Jate the edges of it. I obferved that the
extremities of the divided pudes were {welled,
that the left was more {o, and projected be-
yvond the night. Mr. Defaull, a celebrated
profeflor of anatomy, who happened to af-
fift at the drefling to-day, told me he
had performed a fucceffion of experiments
relative to this operation ; that after cutting
the pubes of feveral dogs,” he had only
cained a very trfling feparation, but that
the reunion of the parts was always effelted,
though with fome difference, which de-
. pended on the manner of performing the
{efion ; fo that if he had made his incifion
and wounded the bone on either fide, a

fhooting
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thooting of callus was produced on that
part; but when the incifion touched the
cartilage only, it united without fhooting
out; that he faw no difcharge in his expe-
‘rimental operations, like that attending this
of Mrs. Souchot. He informed me that
the particulars of thefe cafes, which feemed
to be of a very interefting nature, had been
treated of in a Thefis, which one of his
pupils, a Dutchman, had maintained in a
foreign univerfity. ;

I could with here to teftify to this fkilful
profeflor, how much I was pleafed with his
readinefs to concur in fo important an
operation.

On the thirteenth the child had fucked but
{eldom, neverthelefs, the mother’s breafts
were flacid, the milk appeared curdled, and
the difcharges were very great. It appeared
to me, that the chief portion of the ferous
humour, tended towards the inferior parts

of
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of the mother, whereupon I propofed taking
the child from her, and ordered her the
bark, with laxatives. Several of the faculty
who were prefent, were not of this opinion 3
they thought proper to adminifter a clyfter
of emollient herbs, which produced, during
the courfe of the day, two very copioug
ftools, full of yellow matter,

On the fourteenth fthe had fo much
relief from thefe evacuations, that fhe
turned feveral times in her bed ; the
{ymphyfis was fo fenfibly clofed, that
I thought it really united. The npa-
tient removed herfelf from one bed
to another, fupporting herfelf on her el-
bows and heels.

From the fifteenth to the nincteenth the
patient grew daily better, the difcharge
leffened, her pains fometimes quite left her,
or were at leaft very flight. We now no
longer applied to the wound any thing but

dry
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dry Nint and fticking plafter. She now
made great quantities of urine. Ievery day
blamed her for irregularity in diet, and
obferved that her child was very ill, and
in great danger, 1if it had not a wet nurfe
immediately.

On the nineteenth her pains returned,with
a great difcharge. I again enjoined & {inc
diet, and advifed the application of a bottle
of hot water to the facrum, which during
that night was productive of great eafe.

On the twentieth, all complaints being
abated, I requefted her thll to be careful 1A
her diet, but at night, the difeharge being
fupprefled, and the pulfe feverith, made me
fufpet fhe had not obeyed my orders.
She repeatedly declared how hungry the
was, when I told her, thatif in her prefent
fituation the would be fo rath as toeat fup-
per, it weuld be of dangerous cpnfequence
to her; but I no fooner left her than, in
fpite of my advice, fhe eat two freth eggs,

' abd
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and drank a great deal of wine and
water,

On the twenty-firft the indigeftion, occas
fioned by her imprudence, was attended
with fuch bad effects, I thought fhe
would have died. She now had fever with
pains, and a difcharge fo copious, that we
were obliged to put a bafon under the bed
to receive it. T'his was the firft time I had
the opportunity of colleting enough of this
difcharge to try experiments upon.

I applied to Mr. Buguet, our fellow mem-
ber, a gentleman very well fkilled in
chemiftry and phyfic, and extremely zea«
lous for the improvement of thefe {ciences.
Although he was 1ll, he took all poffible
pains to determine the nature of this dif~
charge, and favoured me with the follow.
ing analyfis of it.

This humour was fomewhat putrified -
and coloured, becaufe it pafled through the
mattrafs, which for fome days had been
“imbibed by it. It had a {mell very unlike

'_1;11&:?
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that of urine. It could not be coagulated
either by fire or {pirits of wine, nor even by
the mineral acids, which raifed a quick ef-
fervelcence withit. By means of vitriolic
acid a flight urinary precipitate was obtain-
ed, and by evaporation a little brownifh fedi-
ment almoft diffoluble in fpt. vin. This
dried fediment had plainly the tafte of fea
{alt, and the vitriolic acid, when poured on
it, raifed a quantity of vapour of {pirit of
falt. By thefe experiments it appeared, that
this matter was nothing more than urne,
with fome degree of crudity.

On the twenty-fccond the diftharge
continued very copious, the patient became
weak, and feemed to haye caught cold.

On the twenty-third the urine, which
had been for two days paft {upprefled, no
doubt from the copious difcharges, returned,
and the fever abated. ¥or two days paft the
child, owing to the extreme weaknefs of the
mother, had not had the breaft, but was new

put
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put to it again. I heard, with much uneafi-
nefs, that people attributed the dangerous
{ituation of this poor woman to me ; where-
upon I publicly declared my opmion con-
cerning the neceffity of getting a wet nurfe
for the child, and prefcribing purgatives,
laxatives, clyfters, and the bark for the
mother.

Strict diet, which thé patient ob-
ferved for two days, abated her complaint,
and on the twenty-fourth fhe had four
bilious . evacuations; Pmc:ureci by two
clyfters.

On the twehty-ﬁfth the was fo much
better, that we had hopes of her foon get-
ﬁng well.

On the t twenty-fixth fﬁmﬂy troubles
renewed the old {.,Dmlhalntﬁ s the feemed to
have got a freth cold, but I judged otherwife
of it, and thought that fhe wasonly in a
ftate of cacochymy from weaknefs. Her
extremities were cold, and the frequently

had
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had a difficulty of breathing, which termi-
- nated with a fhivering fit.  Her belly was
foft, but {welled. Her drink was ptifan,.
made with barley, raifins, and dates. In
the evening fhe had fever; the difcharges
were {topped, and did not return till about
‘Three o’clock in the morning, when the
fever began to abate.

At this time, the 24th, being certain the
pubes was united, I was defirous to examine
what {tate the parts weren. I perceived that
the incifion had been made more on the left
than right fide of the fymphyfes, and that
the left crus of the clytoris, and the meatus
urinarius had been divided. Upon preffure
the made water freely, from which I ima-
gined the extremity of the dut only had
been cut, without any injury to the neck of
the bladder. |

On the twenty-eighth the difcharges de-
creafed, as well as her cough and pains. In

K my
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1‘ﬁ}r wﬁ}'.hom{: I met two of my colleagues,
Meflrs. Nolan and Mbntabour, who were

going to fee her., When 1 returned with
them, we were furprifed to find her eat-
ing endive, although I had recommended
abftinence. '

On the twenty-ninth I defired fhe might
take eighteen grains of falt of bark,* at
thice dofes, and a clyfter, made with milk,
and brown fugar ; in confequence of which
The had feveral copious evacuations; her
pains left her, and the difcharges abated.

This treatment being repeatedly ufed,.
the patient’s health was vifibly eftablithed,,
but there was another difficulty to over-
come, wz. to take the child from the
mother.

On the thirty-fourth the milky abfcefs.
broke, and from that time the patient re-
covered her {trength and {pirits.

The

* Salt of Bark 1s an opening Preparation of Bark, —Vide
Lemery, page 627. Paris, 1756,
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The thirty-fifth we gave her two ounces
of manna in a deco&tion of fumitory, which
made her vomit a great quantity of very
yellow bile, and procured her four co-
pious ftools.

At length, on the thirty-ninth, our pa-
tient confented to put the child to nurfe.
It recovered, and fhe got {trength
daily, fo much, that fthe was impatient to
get up, which we thought imprudent, till
the had a proper bandage made and applied.
We accordingly had one made by Mr.
Trenel, a furgeon, and very fkilful in
that art.

Mr. Sigault was {till confined at home
by a very {evere fit of illnefs. We agreed
not to let our patient get up before he {aw
her, therefore waited till he could come,
which was on the forty-fixth day from the
operation, when Mr. Zrene/ prefented uswith
a bandage, which perfectly anfwered our

F 2 intention.
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intention. It embraced the {facrum, and
wus brought round to be faftened before.
As foon' as' it.’ was applied  the walked
“acrofs the room without feeling any pam
or motion in the place of the operation.
"From that time_.-ﬂlc continued to get up
cevery day, and to gain ftrength.  Being im-
patient under evei}r kind of reftraint, fhe
pretended the bandage hurt her, in hopes
“we might give her leave to throw it off.

On the fixtieth day from the operation,

{he walked down ftairs, in order to go into
a coachr to the College of Phyficians,

and return thanks for favours received

freme the g_rﬁ:ateﬁ:" part of that refpeCtable

body.

#¢¢ She afcended the ftairs, and éntered
the aflembly-room, leaning on her hufband’s
army 3 being left to herfelf, the ftood firmly
for feveral minutes : The Dean ordering
her tor fit. down, atked if fhe enjoyad

| el

* Quotation from the Regifter of the Faculty.
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good health ¢ 1f the had a good appetite,
and digefted well ¢ 1f the flept well and un-
difturbed ? if fhe felt any pain in the parts
where the operation had been performed ?
if the had, like other women, the power
of retaining her urine, {o as to make water
at her own will ! To each of thefe queftions
fhe replied, with an audible voice, that fthe
had a very good appetite and digeftion,
and performed all her funétions freely
and regularly ; that her fleep was
found, and that the gradually gained ftrength.
She perceived that {he walked up and down
ftairs every day with greater eafe; the
felt no pain or uncafinefs in the parts ope-
rated upon ; retamed her urine while fhe
fat down, unlefs 1t happened there was a
great quantity to come away, and that it
never came from her drop by drop, invo-
luntarily or infenfibly, excepting when fhe
- walked or ftood, and this involuntary dif~

F 3 c'hnrge
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charge was lefs frequent every day. She felt
a violent pamn along her left thigh, but
acknowledged fhe had been afflicted with
this pamn from her firft lying-in. She
added, that the had {uckled her child during
the firft month, but that Mefirs, Sigault, Le
Raye, :;md. the commuiflioners from the fa-
culty, had ordered her to leave it off. The
nurfe was prefent with the child, and
fhewed it to all the gentlemen. It was in
good health.”

Although this cafe was thus made public
by the faculty, {fome opponents to the ope-
ration gave out, that the was difabled from

walking, but fhe daily confuted their af-
pcrﬁﬂns.

Pak'T
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HEN f.he feQion was performed on
Mrs. Souchot, it became a {ub-
je& of general confideration, and met
with very unfair oppofition. To rational
experiments, they compared others made
under different circumfitances, which con-
fequently could not have the fame re{it_lt..
I made no other anfwer to their unjuft
contradi&ions, than that ¢ the child lives.”
But {fome people, more reafonable, atked me,
how there happened to be fuch contrary
effets? <¢ Becaufe, faid I, in order to ob-
tain a {eparation of two inches and a half,
*t1s neceflary the fubject thould be pregnant,
and far advanced ; there muft be a natural
heat, and the thighs muft be opened and
vaifed.”
By
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By and by a proper {ubjeét for the opera-

tion was met with, and they eagerly feized
the opportunity. A young woman died
in labour. Great numbers aflembled on
this occafion in the Theatre of a pro-
feflor of midwifery.  The {eftion
was performed within eight hours of her
death, in the manner before defcribed, and
they gained a feparation deyond what I had
advanced ; but they confidered this as an
obje&tion to the ﬂpefation, becaufe, the 7u-
ternal pofterior ligaments were lacerated by
7#. However, 1t was allowed, that the fe-

paration I mentioned could be gained.
Others then faid, that the operation was
not neceflary, for the child could’have been
brought into the world alive by the feet.
If her third child, in the eighth month,
could not pafs the brim of the pelvs
alive, how could they expelt that her laft,
which came at its full time, fhould pafs it
without dying ¢ But upon an examination
of the refpetive dimenfions, I thall demon-
{trate

L
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ftrate the impoffibility of this child paffing
through the pelvis, unlefs the head was
fomewhat diminithed, or the diameter of
the pelvis increafed by this operation.

Mrs. Souchor’s pelvis does not exceed 1bm e
two inches and a half, from the back to the
fore part of the brim, which was demon-
{trable by the finger in this manner. Hav-
ing introduced the fore finger through the
vagina, it touched the tuberofity of the {a-
crum. Now upon meafuring the length of
it, from the end which touched the facrum,
to the part anfwering the {fymphyfes of the
pubes, 1 found it meafured two inches and a
half. ‘This was eafily done then, becaufe
the diftended uterus kept up the vagina,
which at another time would have been
difficult, on account of her prolapfus vagine.
The moment the child was born, I mea-
fured the tranfverfc diameter of its head
from one parietal prominence to the other,

and found it amounted to three inches and

a half,
Why,
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Why, faid they, thould we have recourfe
to this operation, when by grafping the
child’s head with the forceps, it might have
been lengthened, and its tranfver{e diameter
reduced fo as to make it clear the pe/vis, and
that without endangering the life of the mo-
ther or child? Here Mr. Cotouli’s fuccefs
with that inftrument was highly com-
mended.

If fuch means were the only onesto deliver
the woman with eafe, and fave the child,
why was 1t not ufed in the four preceding
Iabours? Why did the critic, who 1s fo
well fkilled in this art, negleét fuch falutary
means, and give up a child which he could
have faved ? If the uie of the forceps was
fo properly pointed out, why did not Mr.

vref, who s faid to have reftored its ufe,
and made it {o general, ufe it in the fourth
fabour ?

In two forceps cafes where I was called
in confultation, the one 1775, and the

other

R P R T A
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other on the 1sth Jan. 17%8, in which
cafe, Mr. Lberiter was concerned, both
- mothers and children died under cir-
cumiftances much more favourable than in
the cafe of Mrs. Souchot, conlequently no
other means were left to preferve them
both but the Cefarian operation, or the fec-
tion of the pubes. By the firft the mother
moft commonly lofes her life, and in
the latter there 1s no reafon for fuch appre-
henfions.

The manner in which the head makes
its way into the world, by the advantage
of two inches and a half {eparation of the
pubes, may be underftood by the account of
Mrs. Souchot’s delivery.

The difproportion of the head to the
pelvis 1s obviated by the fection, not only
by the feperation of the pubes, but by their
diverging forwards.

When the diameter of the brim of the
pelvis
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pelvss, from the facrum to the pubes, mea-
{fures two inches and a half, which was
the cafe with Mrs. Souchot, the {e&ion of
the pubes 1s the only expedient to fave the
mother and child. When three inches,

this operation 1s indicated, and the fepara-
tion fhould be direted according to the

fize of the head.

Mr. . Pean, accoucheur to the Queen
of Naples, relates a cafe of the difficult
kind which proved fatal to the mother.
The Cwefarian operation was performed af-
ter her death. Mr. Pean got the Peluis,
which afterwards was given me by his
fon.

In the three cafes before mentioned, the
mother could have been faved according to
the practice of the ancients, which fome
moderns deem barbarity ; but our opera-

tion would have faved both mother and

child,
In
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In cafes where the brinr of. the peluis
meafures three inches and a half, I believe
that if the head be very large, the {e@tion
of the pules will be neceffary ; but the
forceps fhould previoufly be tried, which
in fuch cafes may fometimes reduce the
difproportion ; 1if it cannot, the {etion
fhould be immediately performed ; but
the feparation of one inch in this cafe
may be fufficient. .

From hence we may conclude, that
from three inches and a quarter to two
inches and a half, and even, I think, two
inches, the fection is indicated.

- Finally, my opponents endeavoured to re-
jectthisoperation, on account of theaccidents
confequent to it. The feparation of two
inches and a half, faid they, caufes a la=
ceration of the internal and pofterior li_gaF
‘ments of the pelvis, for the operation being,
performed on a dead body, two inches of
the inferior part of the ligaments were
. facerated
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lacerated by it. ‘They therefore concluded
that the operation ought to be rejected.
If experiments were made wupon the
dead body twenty-four hours after death,
ought we to conclude the refult will be the
fame upon the living ? Do we not fee that
diflocaticns in the living body do not pro-
duce the laceration of thé ligaments, but
will caufe them after death : we have in-
ftances of it in the diflocation of the thigh
and fhoulder, They aflerted that this lace-
ceration had produced a general fuppura-
tion in the cavity of the pelvis: I can
maintain that there was no other fuppura-
tion than in confequence of the divi-
fion of the integument, and that in a very
{mall quantity.

The method which I advifed of keeping
the thighs afunder during the operation,
1s hurtful, and I now condemn it ; becauie
it makes the pubes diverge too fuddenly, and

ftrains the pofterior ligaments.

The
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The feparation feemed to prevail moft on
the left fide, and from experiments 1t {eems
to be {o difpofed naturally ; and indeed when
I introduced my hand to the face on that
fide, I evidently increafed the {eparation,
We may infer from hence, that the left
facro-iliac might have been irritated and
bruifed, which would have increafed her
pain ; befides, from the coldnefs of the
feafon, and other unavoidable circumftances,
muft naturally have contributed to make
her worfe, We may add too, that the
“defluxion on thofe parts was greater, on ac-
count of her general weaknefs.

Evacuations, whether produced by art
or nature, relieved her : I therefore withed
to give her laxatives joined with tonic
medicines.

Having examimed the patient and afked
“her many queftions, one day, her fifter
followed me out of the room and fad,
¢ Sir, 1 am not furprized at thefe dif-

charges
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charges ; my. fifter, from her mfancy, till
fhe came to the age of puberty, has been
affli¢ted with incontinence of urine, which
returned after the accidents at her third
~Iyii1g—in. I affure you, that in her fourth
pregnancy, when fhe removed to my
houfe, fhe always had very copious and
‘involuntary difcharges of urine, whenever
{he was uneafy in her mind ; therefore I
am-not at all alarmed at her being fo
now.” ' After the information, and further
-refleCtion, I thought it more natural to
{uppofe 1t owing to a relaxation of the
muficles which contra& the neck of the
“bladder, as I know the conftritor mufcles,
which are called {phinéters, have not always
the fame power of atting. - In this cafe
various caufes tended to produce the relax-
ation.

Having proved the utility of the fec-
tion of the {ymphyfis of the pubes, and de-
-termined the cafes in which it becomes ne=

E:eﬂ':n}*'
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ceflary, let us now point out the mannes
of performing it. ‘

The inftrument ufed on this occafion,
1s a common difleting knife with a
. convex edge, a little blunt in the point left
it thould injure the bladder, and rather
thin, becaufe it cuts the better. The pro-
per fituation for performing this operation,
1s to place the woman on her back at a height
convenient to the accoucheur ; the thighs
being fomewhat opened and the mons venerss
thaved, introduce a catheter 1into the blad-
der. The inferior part of the integument
muft be drawn down, and the incifion
begun about two or three lines above the
pubes, and no higher.

This firft incifion muft not be carried
further than the middle of the {ymphy-
fes. Another method may be ufed, viz.
Take the integuments between the fin-
gers on each fide the fymphyfes, and make

the incifion in the middle. This way
- G would
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would be eafier for the furgeon, and lefs
painful for the patient ; but the tenfion of
the integuments makes 1t difficult. From
this firft incifion you will have but hittle
hamorrhage, and the cartilage will be ex-
pofed to fight, fo that yvou may chufe ex-
actly where to proceed with the incifion.
By cutting in the middle of it, the fuf-
penfory ligament of the bladder will be di-
vided, and i procuriiig the neceflary fepa-
ration 1t will be lacerated, which may oc«
ealion an ncontmence of urine. There are
cafes in which this complaint can be attri-
buted to no other caufe than the laceration or
relaxation of the ligament of that vifcus ; it
will therefore be right to avoid cutting in the
middle of the cartilage. There are {feveral
advantages from cutting on either fide : part
of the {ufpenfory ligament of the bladder
will be preferved, and it 1s likely by fo do-
ing, that the bone on that fide will be
touched ; the fhooting out from it will

procure
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procure a {peedy aglutination and re-union.
In the cafe of Mrs. Souchot, the incifion
having touched the pubes on the left fide,
that bone 1s thicker, and has thot out over
the other fide.

Mr. Deflault obferved the fame appear-
ances 1n animals on which he had

made his experiments. The left pubes ap-
pearing after the fection to recede more than
the right, there will be a greater opening
on that fide ; befides, the neck of the blad-
der being rather moreinclined to the right,
and the fundus being fo always, all thefe
reafons ought to determine us rather to
chufe the left fide.

The integuments being cut as far as the
middle of the pubes, the fuperior part of
. the cartilage will be expofed, you muft
then begin the incifion, and continue it
as far as the {ymphyfes, taking care to di-
rect the catheter to the fide oppofite that

on which the operation is performed ; then

Gz finith
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finith the {cction of the nteguments, and
afterwards that of the cartilage. I have al-
ready pointed out the reafon for performs
ing the operation at twice. As you are m
moft danger of wounding the bladder mn
dividing the upper part of the cartilage, it
is very important not to be obftruéted by
any hamorrhage. This method, on account
of its facility and readimefs, together with
its fuccefs, feems hitherto to be the beft.

The moment the {ymphyfis 1s divided,

the pubes reeedes, and this the more, ac-

cording as the thighs are kept epened. If

the {eparationr s very {udden and confidera-
ble, as the pofterior articulations aét in the
nature of hinges, the interior ligaments
which cover them will be diftended too
fuddenly, which may be of bad confe-
quence ; it is therefore advifeable to keep
“the thighs moderately opened during the
operation, and afterwards upon raifing
them, to widen them gradually, until you

have
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have obtained the feparation neceflary to
finith the delivery.

With regard to the delivery, 1f the
child prefents by the head, is it to be left
to the expulfive power of the uterus, or
are the forceps to be ufed ! or is the child
to be turned and brought by the feet ? Mr.
Sigault advifes tp leave it to the expulfive
power of the uterus: I hope the follow-
ing reafons will induce us to adopt a dif-
ferent prattice. After the fe¢tion there is
an arterial heemorrhage, but however trifling
it may be, we ought not to difregard it.
If after the operation we leave delivery en-
tirely to nature, it would probably occafion
pnins n the pofterior articulations, 1rri-
tate and inflame the furrounding parts.
Hence we ought not to leave the ex-
pulfion of the child to nature, Are we
to ufe the forceps f In as much as they
may be fuppofed to diminith the fize of
the head, they appear to be of fome ufe;

Ll but
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but their preflure is often of fatal confe~
quences. '

Why fhould we then have recourfe to
a method which endangers the child’s life,
when the fe&ion has been undertaken
merely to preferve it ¢ The only way'is to
turn the child, an operation which I have
performed with great fuccefs.  After
which the thighs are to be lowered,
and placed near one another. The integu-
ments, which were greatly diftended during
pregnancy, now will {ubfide fo as to cover
the fymphyfes. A Dbladder muft be fitted to
the end of the catheter, 1n order that the
patient may not be obliged to ftir when fhe
wants to make water, and alfo in cafe the
bladder has been injured, that the wounded
part may heal without any inconvenience
from urine. As to the wound, nothing
more 1s neceflary than dry lint, moiftened
with brandy beat up with the white of an
egg, and difcutient embrocations upon-the

pofterior
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pofterior articulations of the pelvis. A
bandage muft be- applied, to _keep the
divided parts i contatt; to which
there muit be two tapes faftened, to be
conveyed between the legs and tied be-
fore. 'The mother ought to fuckle for cight
or nine days, i order to prevent bad confc-
quences from the milk; laxatives with
tonics may then be dire¢ted according to
circumitances. Great care thould be taken
to keep the parts in a {tate of reft as much as
pofiible, in order to favour a {peedy re-union.
We have all the reafon 1magmable to hope
that by following the above rules, this ope-
ration would be attended with a more ex-
peditious cure than in the cafe of Mrs. Sou-
¢hot, and without the leaft alarming {ymp-
toms.

At an advanced age, they fay, it is to be
feared no foftnefs will ever take place
in the articulations of the pefvrs.  This ob-
jection will be removed, if they remember

G a4 what
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what I have before faid of the folution of
the earthly matter during pregnancy, let

the age be what 1t may. I fhall now add

fome refle¢tions on the procefs by which
this afflux of fluids {fwells and {oftens the

articulation. ‘To give fome 1dea of it, the
following experiments are offered :

Wedges of porous wood, when driven
forcibly into clefts made on the circumfe-
rence of a rock, fwell to fuch a degree,
by means of the moifture they imbibe, as to
break oft huge pieces of 1t, to the aftonith-
ment of every one. ‘The animal ceconomy
offers daily examples of this fwelling of the
articulations. We are taller in the morn-
ing when we get up, than in the evening,
becaufe the weight of the body all day com-
prefles the cartilages lying between the vers
tebree ; and during the night thofe parts,
being free from preflure, {fwell by the afflux
of fluids.

But thefe examples do not give a juft

idea
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idea of what happens, durnng pregnancy, ta
the cartilages n the articulations of the pel-
vis, which are {fwelled from another caufe,
called the vegetative principle, whofe {ur-
prifing power is beyond conception. The
polypus of the nofe, which is a foft and
pulpy fubftance, by its gradual increafe
warps the bones of the palate. Wha
can calculate the power of a tender plant,
which, to make 1ts way qut of the ground,
will remove a weighty ftone? Can we fay
by what means the fluids {fwell and expand
the uterus after conception ? It 1s then
the principle of vegetation, and in the hu~
man {yftem, that of life itfelf which is
the caufe of fuch admirable effe&s., The
rigidity produced by age or conftitution, can
{carce ever be fo great as to counteract its
wonderful effect,

Another inftance of the fuccefs of this
operation will, I hope, give convittion,
and firmly eftablith the great utility of
this dilcovery.

Mr,
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Mr. Defpres, furgeon and accoucheur
of St. Paul de Leon, \ny Brittony, was fent for,
i February aft, to the aftitance of June
Berou, a {oldier’s wife, who had been above.
two days, under the care of a midwife, in
the ftrongeft labour pains. Mr.  Defpres
judged the could not be delivered of a living
thild, without the Cefarian operation, or
the {ection of the fymphyfis. Encouraged
by the fuccefs we had met with, which was
publithed in all the journals, he performed
the latter, and by that means, in a fhort
time, and without giving the mother much
pain, he delivered her of a male child.
Mr. Defpres {ent an account of the cafe to
the dean of our faculty, to be communicated
by him at their firft meeting, which was
done on the firft of April 1778.

The operation was performed and at-
tended with all pofﬁhl{: {uccefs.

" The remaining point to- be difcufled, is
whether it may be often repeated upon the
fame fubje@.  We muft have a fucceifion

of
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of obfervations and fa&s to prove this.
My defign is to make experiments upon
animals, and if, after a variety of trials, I
find I may juftly recommend it, I fhall
think it my duty to publith my obferva-
tions ; for the prefent it feems to me, that
from inferences made upon certain and well
known fats, we may affirm, that there 1s
no reafon againft a repetition of it.

The moft probable are concretions in the
pofterior articulations, which would prevent
their mobility. I have endeavoured to
find out the ftate of thefe parts in Mrs.
Souchot, {ince the operation, and could not
remark any fenfible alteration by it; for
though the {ymphyfis of the pubes was
thickened, there remained ftill a line be-
tween the two bones, which would admit of
an incifion. There 1s reafon to believe that
the reunion of the parts is brought about by

a {fubftance of the nature of a ligament, ra.
ther than by a callus. This is proved by.
the
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the experiments made by Mr, Defaulr. *Bug
even fuppofing a concretion, may it not
grow foft in a fecond pregnancy ! Every
circumftance feems then to make us pre-
Jume, that upon a repetition of the fe&tion of
the fymphyfis, the fame feparation may be
ebtained as in the firft.

- 1 fhall here take the Lberty of re-
turning my thanks, in this public manner,
to the Parifian Faculty, of which I have the
honour to be a member, This refpectable
body firft encouraged me in the profecution
of my experiments, Their approbation
alone was a fufficient reward for the difa-
greeable oppofition I met with fince the
fuccefs of this operation had been made

public.
In this publication, my 1deas are parti-

cularly prefented to the promoters of ufe~

ful difcoveries, and I fhall be happy to ac~
‘knﬂwledgé at any time the favour of their
advice. Every objeftion made with an in«

tent
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tent to improve the art and bring it to per=
fection, will be very interefting to me, and
I thall think it my duty to refolve it, if 1n
my power. Oppofition it fentiment, by
inveftigating the fubjed, is often produc-
tive of truth: I am alfo fenfible, with

what weapons a generous opponent ought
to engage ; and I fhall always reckon him

an obje¢t unworthy of my attention, who

has recourfe to any other arguments than

thofe of probity conduted by decency.

SINCE the conclufion of this TrEATISE, Mr;
Cambor, a very able furgeon at Mons, has
fent us an account of a eafe, in which he
performed the fection of the fymphyfis of the
pubes with good fuccefs upon a deformed
woman ; a detail of which he intends to
give the PusLic,

A Decree
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A Decree granted by the Faculty
of Plyfic at Paris, with regard
to the Cafe of Mrs. Souchot, un-
der the Care of Mr. Sigault and

Mr. Alphonfe le Roy, the Gth
of December, 1777.

THE members of this refpectable body,

whofe utmoft withes and endeavours
are exerted to promote {cience, and who
have always given the greateft encourage-
ment to ingenious men for ufeful effays
or difcoveries, have unanimoufly re-

{folved :

1ft. That an accurate account of all that
occurred at their two laft meetings of
the firlt of O&ober, and third of De-
cember, with regard to Mrs. Souchot’s
cale, be printed in Latin and French.
That the memoir read by Mr. Sigault,
concerning the {feftion of the {pmphyfis
of the pubes, performred on her by that
~entleman,
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gentleman, be alfo printed, together with
the reports and opinions of the commif-
fioners on this operation, refpecting its con-
fequence and cure; and that thefe fhall be
{peedily printed and diftributed, not only to
the faculty themfelves, but to the medical
world ; particularly to be prefented, with
fubmiflion, to our beneficent King, to the
Princes, Minifters, and Magiftrates, in or-
der that this new difcovery of preferving
both mother and child, may be univerfally

made known.

2d. That Meflrs. Sigault and Alphonfe Le
Roy, to. whom the faculty and the public
were already indebted, be intreated to ufe
their utmoft endeavours in the profecution
of their good undertaking, and to commu-
nicate and {fubmit their obiervations on this
operation to the examination of the faculty,
their views to perfet it, and their opinion
of the flate of the mother and child, which

renders
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renders it neceflary. Alfo that all the
learned be requefted to communicate what
they know, either from experiment or

otherwife, concerning it.

3d. That they could not help admiring
and applauding the fpirit and fortitude of
Mrs. Souchot 3 were very forry it was not in
their power to allow her and her child a
penfion, but that the dean of the faculty
fhould be direfted to give her relief under
her prefent indigence : Furthermore, they
would humbly prefent a petition to their
beneficent Sovereign, and folicit the public
in general for her future relief, as a reward
for her refolution, in fubmitting to an ope-
ration heretofore unknown, which may be
the means to encourage others in her un-
happy fituation, to undergo the fame, and

thercby fave their own lives, and thofe of

thelir mfants.

4th. That
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ath. That the obligation they were un-
der to Mr. Sigault, who invented and per-
formed this operation, was the greater, on
account of the fingular fervice he has ren-
dered fociety, and alfo for the expence he
has generoufly been at on this occafion ;
that as it 1s not in their power to confer a
reward on him adequate to his merit, it-was
their defire he fhould hold a diftinguithed
rank among them; and that the prefent
and future age may know how worthy he
is, they have ordered that his name fhall be

engraved on a medal as follows :

¢ In the year 1768, Mr. Sigauls,
D. M. P. invented and propofed the fection
of the {ymphyfis of the pubes; and in the
year 1777, performed it with {uccefs.”

They have ordered alfo that a hundred
of thefe thould be prefented to him.

 AndMr. Sigault having publicly teftified,

that Mr. Alphonfe Le Roy, one of the mem-
H bers -
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bers of our college, by his exhortations and
experiments, had encouraged him to under-
‘take this operation, and aflifted him in com-
pleting the delivery and curing the wound,
the faculty agreed, that the infcription
thould conclude in thefe words :

¢ Mr. Alphonfe Le Ray, D. M. P. afiifted
him,” therefore they refolved that he thould
be prefented with fifty of thefe medals.

Such was the conclufion of the decree.

5.0 BESESSARTZ,
Dean of the Faculiy.

To which twao gentlemen, feniors of each

order, have figned their refpective names.

Meflrs. Hazon,
CocHu,
Dv HavwMmE,
LEEzZvus TFER.
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