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every #eans c:f infbrulting their pupils
in all the principles of medicine; and
rendering them perfelt in that Hypo=
CRATIC praltice, which is alone the
true : but the pratlitioners themfelves,
bred up in this fchool, following the
example of their maflers, take the
greatefl pains, by the moft intenfe [fudy,
and affiduous application, teo extend the
Seience of healing.

Not 10 be wanting, therefores with
relation to my own fhare in this im~
portant concerny I compiled laft year,
an account of falts obferved in my bof

pital 5 and publifbed them.

From whence I received the high fa~
tisfaltion of feeing, that they were ap-
proved, and praifed, though, perbapsy
beyond their merits, by the moff confi-
derable perfons of the profeffion.

- Incited more [lrongly by this fﬂct.‘leﬁ;_
I have, the prefent year, alfo, exerted

& |



sy utmoft endeavours in making an-
other collettion.

But it was my opinion, that, above
all others, the new experiments, I had
made on the ufe of HEMLOCK, were
of moft importance to be  communi-
cated.

Of thefe I, therefore, wrote a mof?
faithful account 5 and formed a little

eflay.

This new work, as. I concerved it
might prove of great utility to mankind,
- 1 have bumbly prefumed to lay at the feet
of YOUR MOST SACRED MAJESTY ; and
to0. dedicate it to you.

Since, it is evident from a mul-
tiplicity of inflances, that you always
receive, moft gracioufly, thofe literary
performances, which tend to promote
bappinefs and health : that you afford
them your proteltion ; and, [from your

con-



confummate benevolence, render them
more extenfively beneficial.

It cannot be doubted, moreover, but
that this eflay, having the [anition of
your glorious name, will induce other
phyficians, to make further experiments,
wndertaken with due caution.

As to myfelf, whatever, for the
Sfuture, it may be within the reach of my
abilities to perform, for the alleviating
or removing the fufferings of fick per-
SJons, I will (if it pleafe God) endea-
vour to accomplifh with the greatef?
ardour and induflry. -
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HERE are many difeafes, of the cure

of which, even the moft fkiful, both
of the antient and modern phyficians, have
been ignorant: as no remedy has been hi-
therto found out of force fufficient to over=
come them.

Reafon therefore fuggefts, and duty urges,
that we fhould exert. our utmoft abilities
to bring any {uch to light.

May it not be reafonably conjectured, that
what we want of this kind lies concealed in
plants, with whofe virtnes we are unac-
quainted ; or of which perhaps we entertain
an ill opinion ?

I, indeed, myfelf, as it feems to me, have,
in the ufe of hemlock, made proof of a
medicine, that may be highly ferviceable
in refolving inveterate {chirrufles, and curing

Cancers,
8 1do



PREFACE.

I do not, neverthelefs, intend to exaggerate
here the fpecific power of this plant; or to
plume myfelf with the honour of any inven-
tion refpeting it. All I defire is, that the
fruits of my endeavours may be apphcd to the
fervice of my afflited fellow creatures, and
may become beneficial to them,

- I thould be forry, therefore, that any perfor
fhould, through motives of envy or intereft,
prevent 2 fair trial.

<. 'This effay is divided into three chapters,

The firft contains the defcription of the
plant, and the remedy.

The fecond recites the cafes in which this
remedy has been adminiftered.

Theﬁthird prefents fome corollaries,
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ﬁﬁng {hady Places where the

g 1 ¥ b foil isrich; and near ditches,
w5, and the fences of fields and
#FPPPE meadows; grows an um-
belliferous plant, which flowers in the
month of July. Its leaves, afhxed to
long thick hollow footftalks, are di-
vided, by various {ections in the man-
ner of fweet cicely (myrrhis), into
many {lender wings, of a blackifh
green colour. The falk, which is
tall, ferulaceous, {mooth, light, thick,
hollow within, and of a diluted green
colour, but variegated with red {pots
like a fnake, rifes frequently to the

B2 height
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height of three cubits At the top are
umbels ; on which which grow /Jzzle
white fowers ; that are {fucceeded by
Jfeeds refembling thofe of anife, but
fomewhat whiter. The roo#, which 1is
about nine inches in length, and of the
thicknefs of a finger, is hollow when
it {fends forth a ftalk, but till then folid.
The {mell is dlfagrceable and ftinking,
See Morifon, Vol. 3. p. 290.

Botanifts have named this herb ¢~
cuta. vulyaris; and, in the Englith
. lanfruag‘,, it 1S c:ulf;,d HrMvLocK. .

Plizzy writes, that the green ftalks
of hemlock were caten by many with-
out the leaft injury.

Ray afhrms, that a perfon of the
name of Boulle gave the root of hem-
lock, to the quantity of a fcrup]e, in
mdhgn nt ‘and quartan fevers ; and
preferred it to all diaphoretics.

Reneclmus, in obfervation 3 and
4, adminiftered a fcruple, or half a
dram, of hemlock in fubftance, for
the relolving the fchirrus of the liver,

{pleen,
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fp1eeh, and panecreas; or gave an in-
fufion made with a dram or two of
the root of it. |

Many officinal plafters, and un-

guents, receive the juice of hemlock
into their compofition.
- Excepting this, it 1is, however,
marked with black by almoft all
authors ; reckoned among the poifons;
condemned ; and of courfe wholly
banithed out of medicinal practice.

It is found plentifully every where:
yet has neither any ufe or place in
gardens ; nor is at prefent applied to
the healing cattle, much lefs to the
curing men.

Hence is it always produced in

vain ; and withers. again without
having anfwered any purpofe.
- We all know, neverthelefs, that
nothing has been created by God,
which was not defigned for fome
good, and ufe.

I was determined, by thefe cir-
cumftances, to examine the virtues of

| B3 this
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this herb preferably to all others;

and, perfuantly to fuch intention, I
confulted many of the antient and
modern writers on the fubject.

I found, ‘however, in the courfe of
my reading, that this herb had, in an-
tient times, been much ufed, by ex-
ternal application, for the difperfing
cold tumours, refolving {chirrufies,
and mitigating the pains in cancers ;
and with great effect.

But that, internally given, all agreed
in exclaiming againft it as ‘a moft
deleterious poifon,

The firft attempt was, therefore,
to be made in the external ufe.

Accordingly I {fewed up this herb
dried, and cut, in a mattrafs, be-
twixt two pieces of linnen, in the
manner of quilting. This mattrafs I
let remain in boiling water for fome
minutes : and then, having prefled
out the fuperfluous fluid, I applied it
warm to the parts affected.

By
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By this method, I {fometimes ftopt
the progrefs of the worft gangrenes ;
and procured a feparation of the mor-
tified part from the found.

To thofe, who could not bear, on
account of the difagreeable ftink, and
the itching produced by them, the
mattrafles that were boiled in water,
I applied others boiled in milk.

Thefe they bore with eafe; and did
not perceive any inconvenience from
them : but all, on the contrary, found
then relief.

In the cafe of a man, fixty years
of age, for many years afflicted with
the gout, I not only in a fhort
time quieted the pains; but in-
tirely {oftened and difperfed the gout
{tones.

The further confequence was, that
when the fits returned, they were
neither {o violent, nor laf’ced fo long.

In rheumatifms of long ftanding,
and in the gout, I gave great eafe to

{ome patients, and wholly freed others,
B 4 by



6 CHAPTER L
by the pills below defcribed, and the

hemlock fomentation.

I failed, neverthelefs, of doing fer-
vice to fome, even by a long continued
.courfe: but I did not, that I know
of, do the leaft harm to any.

In {chirrous ftrumas, indurations of
the glands, and breafts, and very bad
cancers, I faw and experienced very
confiderable effeés.

But where tumours, that are in-
flammatory, or arife from hot hu-
mours, occur, with them fuch hem-
lock fomentation is lefs proper.

It may, notwithftanding, be of
avail even in thefe cafes, provided due
evacuations be previouily made.

Plafters, into the compofition of
which hemlock enters, have alfo great
atility in medicine ; and they often re-
folve and difperfe what refifts all others.

I began from thence to doubt,
whethér that refolving, penetrating,
difcutient power, might not refide
in the juice of the hemlock,

‘ I, there-
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1, therefore, prefied out the juice
S this herb; and evaporated it with
a very gentle heat in an earthen vef—-
fel, to the conﬁ&u}cc of an extract.

As it would, however, have been
criminal to have made the furft trial
of this extra&t on .men, I gave a
{cruple of it, with a piece of fleth,
three times a day, to a little dog that
was hungry.

I then watched carefully, what
changes might be produced in him.

He remained, neverthelefs, well,
lively, and waiting with eagernefs for
the piece of flefh.

The fecond day, the fame quantity
being given, I found no difference in
the refult.

Nor even on the third did I perceive
any bad {fymptom in him.

Encouraged by this, I made the
experiment on mylelf.

I took morning and evening one
grain of this extract; and drank a
cup-ful of tea after it,

I at-
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I attended then carefully to my
regimen, that I might difcover from
thence, if any unufual effe& was pro~
duced in my body.

I continued this dofe for eight days,
without perceiving the leaft inconve-
nience from it. I was aéive and
ftrong ; had my memory perfet; en-
joyed a good ftomach; and {lept
{oundly. |

The next week I increafed the
dofe; and {wallowed then, morning
and evening, two grains: nor did
any thing ill or unufual happen in
my body from thence.

I was, therefore, now juftified, in
reafon and conicience, to try this on
others.

The frefh root, when it is cut in
pieces, emits a milk ; which is acrid
and bitter to the tafte.

I rubbed a fmall drop or two of
this milk on the end of my tongue.
It prefently became fliff; fwelled;
and was very painful: and foon

after
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after I loft the power of fpeaking.

This untoward event frightened
me ; and gave me great apprechenfions
of the confequence.

I recolle@ed, however, from what
I had met with in reading, that acids
refift the powers of fuch fimples;
and deprive them of their virulence. |

I therefore wafhed my tongue all
over with the juice of a lemon; and
rubbed the end with it: after Which
I immediately felt great eafe; the
pains and tenfion went off ; and I
was able to ftammer.

I repeated the fame a quarter of
an hour after, and then began to {peak
more freely.

The juice being thus applied feveral
times more ; at the exPiration of two
hours, my tongue regained its hberty,
and all my fears vanifhed.

May it not be reafonably queftioned
_ from - hence, whether the ftrongeft
poifon does not refide in themilk of
the root?

When,
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When, however, the root is dried,
and reduced to powder, it becomes
lefs noxious.

For I have taken a grain, or {ome-
times even two, of {fuch powder, with-
out any ill confequence.
~ As {oon as I was certain of this, I
prepared the following pills. -

Take of the frefh hemlock, as
much as may be fufhcient. '

Prefs out the juice; and let it be
boiled, while frefh, with a gentle
heat, in an earthen veflel (often ftirring
it, left it burn) to the confiftence of a
thick extra&. Let this extra& be
formed, with as much of the powder
of the leaves as may be neceflary, into
a mafs for pills: from which, let pills
be made of two grains each.

If the juice be exprefled from hem-
lock, previoufly boiled for fome time
in a fufficient quantity of water, it
will then make an extra@ lels effi-
cacious ; but yet of fome virtue.

The
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The pills may be covered with filver
or gold; or {prinkled with various
powders ; that the difagrecable {mell
may be avoided.

The fame extra& may otherwife be
adminiftered in bolufles, mixtures, or
any other convenient form; left the pa-
tients may be difgufted with the conti-
nual ufe of the pills ; and naufeate them.

In the early time of my prad&ifing
+ this method, I always began with the
leaft dofe : and only adminiftered, at
firft, one pill morning and evening.
On the third or fourth day, I gave the
fame pill three times.

After eight days, I began to give
two pills thrice every day; and, by
increafing in this proportion, I gra-
dually rofe (if occafion required it) till
Icame to a dram, or adram and a half,
in the fpace of twenty four hours.

Though I have given thefe pills
in a continued courfe, for a year or
two, or more, even to perfons in
health, I never obferved any bad ef-
fe&s to refult from i, Since
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Since then, I have conftantly en-
tered on the cure with a - greater dofe
of the pills: and, where there was
an appearance of a good habit and
{trength, I have given at firft two,
three, or four pills, twice or thrice in
the day.

It is, notwithftanding, always beft,
to begin with a {mall dofe: for there
are idiofyncrafies, in which medicines
otherwile greatly innocent are hurtful.
Hence, that we may incur no danger
from thefe § and that we may gra-
dually attain to the knowledge of the
peculiar habit of fuch patients ; it is
beft to proceed in the fafe road.

- ‘At each time that the pills are
taken, a bafon of tea, or of mutton
broth, fhould be alfo given after them.

It the powder of the root of hem-
lock be made into pills, with a fufh-
cient quantity of the mucilage of gum
tragacanth, a medicine is produced
of great efficacy ; but which requires

greater circumfpection in the ufe of it,
' CHAP-
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CHAPTER: 1L
Ca3E L

AVery beautiful girl had for three
years the left parotid intirely
fchirrous ; of a purple colour; and
fometimes acutely painful, though at
other times free from all uneafinefs.
The tumour exceeded a man’s fift in
fize.

Various remedies, as well internal
as external, were adminiftered by dif-
ferent phyficians and furgeons: but
they all proved ineffeGtual.

At length the patient applied to
Mr. Leber, {urgeon of the city hof«
pital ; and he called me into conful-
tation with him.

The cafe, and former prefcriptions
being duly examined, we perceived
that remedies, highly refolvent and
difcutient, had been ufed, as well in-

ternally as externally.
We
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We concluded, therefore, that no-
thing of this kind remained to be
tned except malt ipirit, and mercury
fubllmate -

Accordingly, a plaﬁcr of labdanum
being extern&l]y applied, we gave the
malt {pirit, &c. ; and ordered the pa-
tient beﬁdes to drink plentifully of the
“decoction of the roots of grafs, garden
fuccory,  dandelion, &c.

.- After taking thefe, with the greateft
regularity, for three weeks, we did
not perceive the leaft benefit, not even
 the leaft change. |
- We determined, therefore, to try
the pllls prepared from hemlock.

I began with only one grain morn-
ing and; evening ; and each time I
gave a cup-ful, or two, of the infufion
of the flowers of elder.

At the end of eight days, the
patient returned to us: “and with great
fatistaction declared, that the tumour
was lefs, {ofter, aud more moveable.

Sur-
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~ Surprized with the efle®, we rea-
dily agreed, that the patient, who was
extremely {ollicitous to recover her
beauty, fhould continue the remedy.
. Eight days more being pafied, fhe
came again to us; but the diforder
was nearly in the fame ftate.

On this account, I increafed the
dofe ; and gave two pills, morning and
evening.

In confequence of this, within three
- days after, the indurated part was more

than half diminifthed.

The fame dofe of this remedy being
{till continued, all the hardnefs went
off in fix weeks.

There remained, neverthelefs, a
flaccid pafty bag.

= I gave therefore a purge; and or-
dered the flaccid bag to be rubbed
very often with a piece of linnen,
impregnated with aromatic fumes of
maftic, olibanum, myrrh, &c.: which
was {o efficacious, that in about f{ix
days the bag quite difappeared ; by
: C which
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which means, the oir] intirely regamed
her former beauty.

1 carried the girl, thus cured, to the
illuftrious preﬁdent Van Swieten ; and
the herfelf related to him the whole
hiftory.

CA SEL Il

‘Woman (about thirty years of®
age) had then, for feveral years,
been {ubjeét to this diforder ; that
{fometimes in the arm-pits, fometimes
in the groin, and fometimes in the neck,
there came {wellings in the glands.
At firft; on the apphcatmn of a
plafter, and taking a purge, thefe
{wellings always difappeared ; but, in
a greater length of time, they became
more obftinate ; and {ometimes, on
the ufe of plafters, turned into ulcers:
‘which, a copious difcharge of ichorous
matter being made, after fome weeks
healed again of themfelves.
- The ftrength of the patient gra-
'duaily dimimﬂled, the feet, and the

axillary
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axillary glands fwelled : and, at length,
the left breaft inlarged alfo, and be-
came intirely {chirrous:

A plafter being then applied, an
acute pain fometimes {eized the breaft :
the indurated part turhed into lumps ;
a purple colour came on, and afterward
changed to livid; and, at laft, the
fkin, breaking in two places with the
greateft - pain; formed two cancerous
ulcers, difcharging a moft feetid, and
acrid ichor. _

The pain was daily much in«

creafed towards the evening.
- The affeéted perfon went to {everal
phyficians ard furgeons; and took
many medicines ; but did not ever
find any relief.

At laft, on the fourteenth of Seph
tember 1757, fhe came to me: and,
having examined well the cafe, I
thought it a very favourable opportunity
for trying the pills: and I adminiftered,
accordingly, every morning and even-
ing, two pills, each of which were

Cra © 7 <l
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of the weight of one grain: giving
her alfo an infufion of the leaves of
the male {peedwell to be drunk after
them. 3

The twenty-fecond of September,
I faw, with pleafure, that the livid
was almoft every where changed into
red ; and thence into the natural co-
lour : the pains were much mitigated ;
and a thin pus-like matter appeared in
the place of the ichor.

On the fecond of O&ober, the co-
lour of nearly the whole of the breaft
was natural ; the bulk, and hardnefs
were lefs ; the pains {light; and the
matter good.

The fourteenth of O¢&ober, the
breaft again began to fwell ; becoming
red, hard, and greatly painful: while,
inftead of pus, an ichor was dif-
charged.

I was mortified at this ill fuccefs
of my experiment ; but did not yet
give up all hopes: for, on clofe in-
quiry, I underftood, that the time of

the
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the menftrual flux was then; and
concluded the caufe of the mifchief
might be deduced from thence: for
which reafon, I advifed the patient to
go on with the pills without inter-
miflion.

The next day the menfes came
down ; the fwelling of the breaft
went off ; the natural colowr returned ;
and the pains were diminifthed: on
which account the patient perfevered
willingly in the courfe.

On the twenty-fourth day of Oc-
tober, I found the breaft much lefs,
as well as fofter; with the matter
good : and I directed, that now fhe
fhould take three pills, every morning
and evening.

On the third of November, there
was a copious difcharge of good pus
from the ulcer ; the breaft was lefs;
the patient felt frequent tmghngs in
it; and the tumours in the left
arm-pit began alfo to be difperfed.

Thﬁ: nineteenth of November, the

L 3 patient
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patient informed me, that the had had
the menfes at the regular period; and
that then her breaft {welled again, and
greater pains came on ; but that, not
difcouraged by this, the had always
continued the pills.

When I faw the breaft, I found
the part above the nipple almoft of
the natural {oftnefs, and magnitude ;
but the part below the nipple, hard
as a ftone. I therefore gave then four
pills morning and evening, |

The fecond of December, the pa-
tient returned to me difpirited ; and
complaining, that fhe could not fleep
on aecount of very acute pains in the
night ; that her appetite was wholly
gone ; her mouth bitter and clammy ;
and that fhe had frequent feetid
belchings. I |
~ But, at the {fame time, the confeffed
what was the caufe of thefe fymptoms,
For fhe acknowledged, that a few
days before fhe had eaten bacon, made
hard by curing with {moke, and cab-

| bage
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bage badly boiled ; and that thence
the weight .in the ftomach and the
naufea had been produced; and the
pains increafed.

I prefcribed, for this reafon, a purge
compofed of two {fcruples of picke
rhubarb, and one fcruple of cream of
gagtar s which gave five ftools; foon
reftored the appetite; and mitigated
the other {fymptoms.

After this, I adminiftered every
morning and evening five pills, each
of two grains weight : {o that fhe now
took a much larger quantity than
before. | |

On the eighteenth of December,
the patient told me, that, in the time
of the menfes, fhe had fcarcely fels
any pain; and that the breaft had

remained of its natural colour.

In examining the ftate of the tu~
mour in the arm-pit, I felt, that it
was much lefs, and very moveable.
The ulcers were ckean, and appeared
difpofed to heal; the pus they dif-

95 g charged
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charged was {mall in quantity, and
perfe&tly good in colour and con-
fiftence. ‘The half of the breaft above
the nipple was intirely of its natural
colour, fize, and {oftnefs; but the
half below the nipple, refifting all
means, remained of a ftony hard-
nefs. From whence arofe a juft
ground of doubt of the practicability
of difcufling it. The patient, how-
ever, having feen fo great a progrefs
towards a cure, promifed to continue
the ufe of the pills, in the moft regular
manner, without intermiffion ; and,
indeed, begged, that I would not rf:fufe
to let her have them.

I now adminiftered fix pills every
morning and evening,

The twenty-fourth of December,
the patient felt extreme pain in the
breaft ; which again began to be
affected with rednefs, and tenfion.

But fhe declared, that thefe bad
{ymptoms had come on during three

preceding -days, that the ulcers of the
breaft,



CHAPTERYIL 2%

breaft, covered with thick crufts, had
been clofed ; and the free difcharge of
the matter obftructed.

In order, therefore, to {often thefe
crufts, I put on a plafter of {perma
cceti.

The next day the crufts fell off;
and an acrid ferous humour flowed
from the ulcers, fucceeded by pus:
and foon after the {welling of the
breaft diminithed ; the rednefs difap-
peared ; and all the pain went off.

The twenty-fifth of January, the
hardnefs below the nipple, which till
this time had remained unchanged,
began now to be difcufled; the pa-
tient had no pain; and the menfes
returned at the regular period, without
bringing on any bad {fymptom.

The third of February, the patient
complained of continual belchings, and
‘naufea ; uneafinefs at her heart ; and
ftronger pains in her breaft: and faid
fhe always felt the fame when fhe eat
garden-ftuff, I found, neverthelefs,
& with
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with refpe& to magnitude, colour, and
{ottnefs, the breaft was the {ame as
on the fifteenth of January.

As I believed the ftomach to be
loaden with what the had eaten, I ad-
miniftered a purge; which operated
with great eflicacy : and afterwards
the courfe of pills was continued.

On the twenty-fourth of February,
the patient was in good health; the
{chirrus in the arm-pit, was much
lefs ; and the hard part, which ftuck
below the nipple of the breaft, was
found to be much fofter, and divided
into fix {mall lumps. It afforded me
areat fatisfaction, to perceive, that this
{chirrus, which had been hitherto moft
obdurate, fuffered at laft a change.

The thirteenth of March, I found
cvery thing in the fame f’cate, without
the leaft alcadtion. . Loads ifed, there-
fore, that fhe fhould then take fix
pills thrice every day.

The tenth of April, things were
nearly in the fame condition; and

the
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the patient defired, that I would or-
der her a purge ; becaufe the felt fome
weight and naufea. |
I gave her, therefore, one dram of
rhubarb ; which brought away a great
quantity of bilious matter; and fhe
found herfelf well afterwards.
- The twenty-fourth of May, the
breaft regained nearly its natural {oft-
nefs and fize; the ulcers began to
clofe ; and only a little pus, of a per-
fectly good colour and confiftence, was
“difcharged. The tumour in the arm-
pit was very {imall.
~ On the third of July, the whole
breaft was in its natural ftate; the
ulcers were clofed ; and the tumour in

the arm-pit fcarcely exceeded the fize
of a pea.

I now d1re&ed that the fhould
leave off taking thf: pills at prefent ;
and refume them again after fome
weeks : that, by this method, I might
perceive, whether, on the ceflation, the
breaft would remain foupd, or grow
worle again, U
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The twenty-fixth of Auguft, I
found every thing right ; and the wo-
man in perfect health.

At the time I firft undertook the
cure, afterwards at the expiration of
five months, and again when fhe was
perfeély recovered, I took this wo- -
man with me to the moft illuftrious
Baron Van Swieten ; that he might
fee the whole progrefs of the experi-
ment. He always received great plea-
{ure from it; and, from his natural
generofity, made the patient each time
a prefent of money.

CoAds E 1,

Woman, twenty-four years of

age, in all other refpeés health-

ful, found about a year before, in her
right breaft, a {fmall lump, that was
hard, and moveable. It gradually in-
creafed however in {fuch manner, that,
on the twelfth of O&ober 1758, at
which time fhe came to me, it had

acquired the fize of a goofe’s egg.
I per<
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I perceived, on examination, that
it was really {chirrous.

I adminiftered, therefore, every
morning and evening, three pills, of
two grains weight each: znl I di~
reéted, that fhe fhould drink afrer
them, in the place of the iniufion,
whatever the liked moft,

On the twenty-fifth of O&ober,
fhe came again to me: and I found
the tumour {ofter, and a little lefs.  She
afked me, if it was not proper to apply
a plafter : but Iwould not confent, as I
“was defirous to try what the pills alone
could effe& : and advifed, thcrefore,
that fhe might now, morning and
evening, take four pills.

The fixteenth of November, I ob-
ferved, that the {chirrus was divided
into many {mall lumps: and the wo-
man rejoiced at this good fuccefs. She
had the menfes regularly, and did not,
during the time of their being upon
her, ceafe taking the pills; as fhe
did not perceive the leaft inconveni-
ence from it. I pre-
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T prefcribed a purge ;5 which ope-
rated well : and the {welling of the
breaft conﬁderably decreafed

I afterwards ordered her to go on

with the pills.
* On the twenty-fifth of December;
fhe returned to me: and the breaft
was almoft in its natural flate; only
a fmall pafty lump remained.

The third of January, the breaft
had intirely regained its natural con-
dition.

I then again prefcribed a purge :
and, from that time, I have never
{een the woman.

C a5 L. dF;
IN the month of Auguft 1758, a

virgin, eighteen years old, reco-
vered in the hofpital from an acute dif~
cafe ; and afterwards began to regain
her ftrength. But fhe felt exceflive
pains in her left breaft: which had.
now, for the fpace of {even years,

been as hard as a ftone.
I cave
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- I gave her then pills of gum Am-
moniac, Venice fope, fal polychreft,
rhubarb, &c.: and the furgeon Haffrer
applied externally a cataplafm of
Venice {ope, diflolved in milk.

At firft things changed for the bet-
ter. The breaft began to grow foft;
and the pains to abate.

But after this, the pains again in-
creafed ; and the breaft became agam
harder, and purple. At length it
grew livid ; and after fome days, the
{kin broke; and there was formed
a foul ulcer, dilcharging a very
great quantity of a very ftinking
ichor.

On this account, I applied exter-
nally the fomentation of the leaves of
hemlock ; and internally I gave, every
morning and evening, three pills, of
the weight of two grains each.

The pains were much leflened, even
the fame day, by thefe remedies.

On the third day, the lividnefs
began to vanifh ; and thin pus ap-

peared
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peared in the place of the ftinking

ichor.

The feventh day, the whole breaft
was of a bright red; the ulcer was
clean ; the pains, which, in the day-
time were {light, grew a little worfe
towards the evening. The matter
in the wulcer appeared now good,
and the breaft {oft.

The fifteenth day, the ulcer feemed

difpofed to heal ; the breaft was much
{ofter ; and almoft of its natural co-
lour ; and the pains were {light, or
none. . .
The twentieth day, the breaft was
lefs in bulk, and fofter ; and the ulcer
clofed.
- The twenty-fourth day, exceflive
pains came on : which, at that time,
began in the place where the ulcer
was clofed.

The ufe of opium became necef-

fary to allay the pains.
. The twenty-fifth day, the breaft
was extremely foft about the nipple;
and
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and fome' fluGuation was fenfible,
though obfcurely. At night, it was
requifite to adminifter opium again,
on account of the excruciating pains.

I began, befides, to give, from this
day, four pills, every morning and
evening; and the hemlock fomenta-

tion was alfo diligently applied.

" The twenty-eighth day, the flutua-
tion was manifeft ; and the pains ex-
tremely acute. The patient herfelf
intreated, that the breaft fhould be
opened ; which I alfo advifing, Mr.
Haffner, a moft induftrious {furgeon of
my hofpital, performed it.

A copious quantity of matter flowed
out, the pains then abated; and the
brf:a{’t collapled ; except that in one
part only fome portions of the fchirrus .
remained. The rcolour of the brealt
was natural. ~

After this, we ufed nothing but the
pillsand the hemlock fomentation: that
- we might try what thefe alone could do.
A fufhciently great quantity of pus

D was
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was every day difcharged; and the
{chirrous remains were fo quickly dif-
perfed, that on the fortieth day {carce-
ly any part was left; and the ulcer,
being clean, began now to heal.

The fiftieth day, the breaft was
healed intirely ; and the ulcer covered
with a cicatrix. |

This patient was, therefore, intirely
cured by the pills and hemlock fomen-
tation‘alone ; and never perceived the
leaft harm refult from the ufe of them.
She had daily well concoéed ftools,
except on thofe days when the opium
was ufed. _

At the clofe, I gave this patient a
purge ; which moved her very efhcaci-
oufly four times.

At the end of three days after-
wards, the menfes came down for the
firft time ; {o that, being now perfectly
well, fhe took leave of the hofpital,

CASE V.
Woman, twenty-eightyearsof age, -

{1x weeks after her laft delivery,
e
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pexceived a pain in her right breaft; and
her child refufed to fuck it. ‘

At firft fhe applied nothing but a
linnen cloth, impregnated with aro-
matics.

When, however, fhe perceived a
hardnefs to come on, and the pain to
grow worfe, the put a plafter on the
breaft : butit turned red by that treat-
ment ; and the pains became {o acute,
that the poor woman could take no
reft, either by night or day.

At length (in the eighth month) the
was feized with a fever, attended with
great thirft, and a difficulty in breath-
ing. On which account, the mother
and the child were both brought into
my hofpital.

I then determined to feparate the
child from the mother: but it would
meither eat nor drink; and loft its
ftrength by continual.crying ; though,
when it was brought again to the
breaft, it became quiet ; and after=
wards flept {foundly.

D2 It
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- It was neceflary, on that account, to
let the child fuck the mother.

As her fever was great, and her
pulfe high and hard, I ordered the
mother to lofe fome blood. I applied
an emollient cataplaim to the difeafed
breaft : and I gave a refolving nitrous
decoétion, as well for her common
drink, as by way of medicine.

Within two days, the pain in the
breaft became much gentler ; and the
fever went off intirely.

I continued the remedies for three
days longer; and then almoft all the
pains were removed : but the indura-
tion remained the fame. As the fever
did not however return any more, I
changed the medicines.

Externally I now put on a cataplafim
of Venice {ope, diffolved in milk ; and
I gave, asan internal medicine, the fol-
lowing mixture :

- Take of Venice fope, half an ounce
and diffolve it in one pound of elder-

flower water. Then add of fal poly-
Chl‘eﬂ',r
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chreft, one dram; and of fyrup of
fuccory with rhubarb, two ounces
and a half. Mix them: and let the pa-
tient take one ounce every two hours.

I afterwards adminiftered this mix-
ture for ten days, without intermif-
fion: but did not, neverthelefs, find
any change in the breaft ; and the
patient gradually took a difguft to
the medicine. Moreover, the glands
of the child’s neck, though it was
otherwife in health, began to f{well,
and grow hard.

For this reafon, I gave to the mo-
ther, three pills, to be taken thrice every
day : and I ordered, that fhe fhould
drink an infufion of elder flowers
plentifully after them.

Within three days, I felt the breaft
fofter on the furface ; and the patient
faid, that fhe breathed more freely ;
and made more urine than was ufual.

The infant, rejecting the mother’s
breaft, did not fuffer any way.

After eight days, Ifound the {chir-

| 23 rhus
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rus in the breaft divided into many
{fmall parts. The child fell into a
gentle loofenefs ; and the mother ceafed
to make {o great a quantity of urine.

The twenty-fourth day, the whole
breaft was pafty : and the patient had
~a good ftomach ; and went to ftool as
the was naturally accuftomed, before
her illnefs. The child ftill continued
to have a gentle loofenefs; but was
not weakened by it : and the glands of
its neck gradually returned to their
natural ftate.
. The twenty-fourth day, the breaft
was almoft well : and the child was not
any longer afflited with the loofe-
RER, . i

The thirtieth day, I gave the mo-
ther one dram of pickt rhubarb; by
which fhe was well purged : and, after
fome days, fhe went with the child
from the hofpital ; both perfeétly well,

I did not, in this cafe, increafe the
dofe of the pills: nine every day
proved to be fuflicient. |
-‘ CASE
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CASE 7I.

Man, fixty-four years of age, had

a moft ftinking cancer ; which

eat away every thing from the corner

of his mouth quite to his ear. All

_ the remedies he tried, availed nothing

againft this difeafe. The Peruvian
bark itfelf had no effect on it.

I gave, therefore, every morning and
evening, fix pills, with the infufion
of elder flowers: and, externally, I
applied a diachylon plafter.

The firft day, the patient found no
relief from it.

The fecond day, the pains abated :
the patient {lept at night : and the
ulcer was lefs feetid.

The third day, an acrid ferum
flowed copiouly from the ulcer ; and
the lips, which were before very much
fwelled, grew lefs.

The fourth day, the quantity of
ichor difcharged was lefs : and the
- ftinking {mell of the ulcer but {flight,

a2 D4 The
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The fifth day, a thin pus appeared,
inftead of the ichor ; and the ulcer
{cemed to be pretty clean.

The f{ixth, {eventh, eighth, and-
ninth days, things were obferved to be
the fame. The pains were {light ; and
the patient’s appetite good.

The tenth day, the pains in-
creafed again; and the lips of the
ulcer were in a ftate of tenfion,
{welled, and very red.

The twelfth day, the {erum again
ran. plentifully from the ulcer: by
which the pains were mitigated ; and
the fwelling of the lips diminifhed. .

The thirteenth day, the ulcer was
again foul ; diffufed a ftinking {mell ;
and excned great pain.

The fourteenth day, I augmented
the dofe of the pills ; and gave eight,
every morning and evening.

The fifteenth day, the ulcer dif-
charged ferum copioufly ; and the
pains decreafed much.

The fixteenth day, good pus was

~ pro-
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produced : and the Patlcnt was free
from any pain.

.The feventeenth day, the  ulcer
{eemed clean ; the pus perfeétly good;
and the pain was gone off. %

The eighteenth day, things were
tound in the fame flate. -

The nineteenth day, great pains
returned again; and the lips of the
ulcer f{welled. On which account,
the patient, having loft all patience,
went into the country ; and put him-
{felt under the care of a perfon, who
kept a bagnio. The fuccefs of his
plafters and decotions was fuch, that
the cancer {pread itfelf over nearly
the whole face of the poor man ;
and in about three weeks time occa-

fioned his death.

The pills, during their ufe, checked
the progrefs of the cancer: for it
neither gained ground in extent nor
depth : but, on difcontinuing them,
the patient {foon grew much worfe.

CASE



40 CHAPTER IL

CASE ZIL

A Lady of 2 noble family thruft
hcr breaft too violently in hunt-
ing againft the pummel of the faddle.

She did not fuffer great pain from

: but after a week or two, fhe
ceived, in the fame breaft, a{mall lump,
of about the bignefs of a pea. This
lump, without giving any pain, in-
creafed gradually fo much, that it ex-
ceeded greatly the fize of a wall-nut.

In this ftate, the lady fent to me:
and I then, on examining the cafe,
gave her three pills, every morning
and evening.

On the eighth day, the came again
to me : but on infpedting the breaft,
I found no change.

The fixteenth day, the lump ap-
- peared foft on the furface. This lady

never felt any pain in her breaft : but
while fhe took thefe pills, fhe had
every day two or three loofe ftools
more than ufual. Her ftrength was

not
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not however impaired by it ; nor her
{tomach weakened.

At the end of a month, the lump
appeared lefs in fize, fofter, and much
more moveable.

The {econd month being over, the
lump was lefs by almoft one half ; and
{oft; for which reafon, I advifed her to
continue the pills regularly : but, from
that time, I never faw her again,

She was always well, during the
time fhe took the pills; had the menfes
- regularly ; and did not, during the
time they were upon her, omit tak-
ing the medicine: as fthe never per-
ceived'any harm to refult from it,

AT E Vil

Woman, forty-five years of age,
came to me March 23, 1759,
having her left breaft very large ; hard
asa ftone; immoveable; firflt purple,
~and afterwards livid ; and moft acute-
ly painful.  She could not, moreover,
move the arm of the fame fide, on
account



43 CHAPTER II

account of the pain of the breaft,
and the fwelling of the axillary
glands : and her refpiration, on walk-
ing, was fhort, difficult, and fubje
to coughing.

There were indeed all the figns of
a latent cancer.

She afcribed the caufe and origin of
this diforder to her hufband : who,
fix years before, had preft too forcibly
on this breaft, in bed. From whence
this lump, which had increafed to fo
great a bulk, and turned into a cancer, .
arofe foon after.

Before I adminiftered any medicine
to this woman, I took her to the Baron
Van Swieten : who, things being duly
weighed, acknowledged the cafe to be
difficult, and worthy to become the
fubje of an experiment: and advifed,
that I fhould give her, morning and
evening, three pills; and fend her
to him once every fortnight, that,
by this means, he might be certain of

the refult.
The
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< "The thirtieth of March, the wo-
man came again to me, and faid, that
her pains were lefs ; but that, in other
refpe@s, the breaft remained in its
former flate,

I ordered then, that {he fhould
uncover it: and I {aw - immedi-
- ately, the colour of the whole was
changed in fiich manner indeed, that
the part, which before was purple, was
now of a bright red; and the part,
which was livid and blackifh, now
purple. I alfo perceived, that, to-
wards the arm-pit, the breaft was
{ofter : and I, therefore, advifed, {he
fhould continue the pills regularly.

On the fixth of April, I took her to
the Baron 7 an Swieterr : and he was
greatly pleafed with the good effes
of the remedy. For he faw, evi-
dently, the colour, which before was
cancerous, was now changed in {ome
places into the natural; in others into
a bright red; and was no where, at
prefent, livid. - The woman declared,

alfo,
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alfo, that the pains were lefs; but that
her refpiration was attended with the
famedifhculty, and coughing, as before.
The Baron, on feeling the breaft, found
it every where fofter near its infertion,
and lefs. On which account, he gave
the woman money, to encourage her to
perfift more willingly in the courfe.

The thirteenth of April, the breaft
was again fofter, and a little lefs: but,
above the nipple, there was a {pace,
three inches long and two broad,
which feemed no way changed ; and
was very red, and immoveable.

I ordered then, that the patient
fhould, from this time, take five pills,
morning and evening.

The twentieth of April, at which time
the patient went to the Baron #an Swie-
zen, {he complained, that the pains, re-
turning by fits, were acutely pungent,
rolling, and burning. Her cough was
fomewhat more frequent; and fhe faid,
that fhe perceived, in coughing, a great-
er pain in her breaft; and that her

lungs
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lungs adhered, as it were, to it in fuch
manner, as to draw it then inwards.
With refpe& to other matters, a
part of the breaft, towards the {houl«
der, of fix inches breadth, was in-
tirely in its natural ftate, as to foft-
nefs, colour, and magnitude. From
whence the Baron 7an Swieten faid,
that the hardnefs of the breaft had
melted like ice. -
The {welling above the nipple re-
mained, neverthelefs, yet unchanged.
In order to loofen the dry cough, I |
prefcribed, befides the pills, a decocs
tion of the roots and flowers of marfh-
mallows ; with the {yrup of the fame.
The twenty-feventh of April, the
patient complained of the fame cough
and pains ; but the obferved, that fhe
could contraé the thorax much clofer,
than a fortnight before ; and conclud=
ed thence, that the breaft was lefs.
We perfevered, therefore, in the dofe
of the pills, and the ufe of the de-

coction.

The
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 The fourth of May, we again went
_to the Baron #an Swieten. 'The breaft
was lefs, and fofter, except the indu-
rated part, which cohered firmly with
the ribs above the nipple.

The twenty-eighth of May, the pa-
tient was better ; the cough was lefs
troublefome, the pains moderate, and
the breaft fofter. The indurated part
above the nipple continued in the fame
ftate; but the cough began to dif-
charge a vifcid phlegm.

. On the firft of June, the Baron

Van Swieten had great fatisfa&ion, in
feel.ng the breaft was grown lefs by
two thirds. '

But the patient complained of pains,
and a troublefome cough in the night,
On which account the Baron advifed,
that a dofe of the mafs for pills, pre-
pared of hounds tongue, miﬂrht be
given her at night.

The twex1ty—~ﬁfth of _]une, the pa-
tient returned, rejoicing, that fhe had

ﬂept well, and feldom coughed ; that
almoft
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almoft all her pains were gone ; and
that her refplratmn was free. What
{he {pit was purulent. '

The indurated part above the breaft
began alfo to grow fofter.

The twenty-ninth of June, the pa-
tient found her refpiration become ftill
freer, and fhe difcharged with eafe the
purulent {pittle: but the induration
above the nipple was nearly in the
fame ftate. For which reafon, I ap-
plied externally the fomentation of the
leaves of hemlock. |

The thirteenth of July, fhe came
- again; complaining, that the indurated
part above the breaft began to be ulce-
rated, by the ufe of the fomentation.

In examining the breaft, I perceived,
that the epidermis had feparated for a
fmall {pace; that the fkin was broken ;
. and that an acrid ichor ran from that
part.

But on inquiring more particularly
into the caufe, the patient confefled,
that, feeling a difagreeable itching and

E ting-
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tingling in the breaft, the had {cratched

the indurated part of it with her nails,
and rubbed it hard with her fhift;
and, from that time, had felt a vio-
lent burning ; and been fubjet to the
difcharge ot the ichor.

I ordered the fomentation to be con-
tinued : and gave her the pills morn-
ing and evening,

The twentieth of July, a pretty deep
ulcer was formed: of which the lips
were livid ; and the ichor extremely
ftinking. The patient had alfo greater
pains ; and {pit pus.

The twenty-feventh of July, the
ulcer was {till deeper; but the pains
were abated. The ichor, which was
difcharged, ftunk ; and no pus was
produced : but a broad hard {eetid core,
like leather, grew out of the ulcer:
from whence it {feemed, that the hard
part above the nipple, which till this
time refifted every thing, umml{hcd
now by extfoliation.

The purulent {pittle was difcharged

in
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ina large quantity : but the coughexcit-
ed tenﬁon, and great pain in the ulcer.

The lips of the ulcer recovered again
gradually their natural colour.

. I received the patient in this condi-
tion into my hofpital.

Mr. Haffner, the furgeon, drefled
her twice every day j and filled the
ulcer with lint moiftned in the infufion
of hemlock : feveral cores like leather
were daily thrown oft: and the {well-
ing mruch diminifhed. The patient
had no pain ; fhe {lept without opiumj
but coughed frequently in the night 3
and {pit purulent matter:

The fifth of Auguft, pus began to
appear in the ulcer : almoft all the
bad {mell went off : and the hard part-
diminifhed by {uppuration: The lips
of the ulcer were clean; and of a good
colour. The ftrength of the patient
was not defective : the {pit freely, and-
breathed much more eafily.

The fixteenth of Augult, Itook her
again with me to the Baron Van Swieten,

E 2 he
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he was furprifed, that the {chirrus,
before fo obftinate, diminifhed now by
a kindly {uppuration ; and afforded
the greateft hopes, that the remaining
fmall hard part, being confumed,
the ulcer would clofe of itfelf.
 Every thing {ucceeded extremely
well : and accordingly the ulcer gave
many f{igns that it would foon be
healed.

The twenty-fourth of Auguft, the
patient complained again of a frequent
cough; and great pains occafioned by
it in the breaft, which fhe faid was,
as it were, bound with a cord, that
in coughing drew it to the hollow of
her cheft, with the moft acute pam
From thence her nights were again
difturbed ; and it was, therefore, re-
quifite to have recourfe to opium,.

On the ufe of the opium, the patient
was well ; had a good ftomach ; in-
creafed in. her ftrength ; was lefs
troubled with the cough ; and fpit

the purulent matter eafily.
The
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The {econd of September, about
eight in the morning, I faw her in a
good way, got out of bed, and walk-
ing about ; and fhe neither complained
of any pain or cough.

On the {fame morning a quantity
of wine was privately brought to her
by fome friends: and, when they were
gone, fhe drank freely of it, with her
ftomach yet empty. From whence the
was feized with a giddinefs, and vo-
miting ; fell down; and, within a few
minutes after, died apoplectic.

We found many varicofe veins in
the dura and pia mater: and the ce-
rebellum was compreft with a large
quantity of grumous blood.

The whole middle lobe of the lungs
on the left fide was {chirrous and
heavy: but the upper lobe partly {chir-
rous, and partly fuppurated.

Thefe two lobes were {trongly con-
joined with the fore part of the
pleura; and would not admit of

being feparated without tearing.
E 3 The
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The ulcer was clean, the mufcles
of the breaft intirely {found, and the
lips of the ulcer were perfe&ly well co-
loured ; and had begun again to unite
wnh the contiguous parts, and aimoft
to join with each other. From all
which, no body could doubt of theg

1ntire cure Qf this ulce,.

Cd88 L

Young woman, agﬁd twenty-
three, had had for two years the
glands fwellnd and {chirrous, round
her whole néék; from whence it was
grown almoft as thick as her head,
Many of thefe ghpds were exeded
by cancerous ulcers.

The patient had not found the leaft
relief frﬂm the innumerable remedies,
adminiftered by different phyficians
and {urgeons, which fhe had tried ;
and at laﬂ came into our hofpital.

Mr. fﬂfﬁgr, who 1s a very eminent
furgeon, ?})pIitd and ufed every thing
externally, which his art could dictate,

I ad-
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I adminiftered befides, copious de-

coctions; and pills from the ferulaceous
gums, the reflin of guaiacum, Venice
{ope, terra foliata tartari, the mafs of
pills from the cathartic extradt; &c.,

For fix weeks, thele remedies were
regularly continued ; but yet I did
not perceive any amendment in the
diforder.

The ulcers continually wept a feetid
and malignant ichor : and the ichorous
matter corroded the cellular mem-
brane; and produced {inufles, and
fiftulas.

Thefe things being duly weighed,
I gave her the malt {pirit with mer-
cury {ublimate.

But this, though fhe drank a large
quantity of decoétion with it, occa-
fioned pains in her breaft : and fhe
began to cough, and complained of
a heat in the fternum.

I cantinued, neverthelefs, the ufe of
the malt {pirit for a month : as the dif-
agreeable {ymptoms, brought on by

' E 4 the
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the ufe of it, were afterward rendered
much more gentle: but a flight fali-
vation attended then this abatement of
them. | |

On this account, I left off the ufe
of that remedy; and, applying exter-
nally the hemlock fomentation, gave
thrice a day four of the pills; and
with them an infufion of ground-ivy,
male {peedwell, agrimony, &c.

The fixth day, the pains were
abated : the lividnefs of the ulcerated
glands was turned into a bright red,
the ichor difappeared; and a diluted
pus fucceeded i,

_The tenth day, the {welling of the
neck and. glands was much lefs ; the
ulcer pretty clean; and the matter
good. . The patient, moreover, {lept
well ; had a good ftomach ; and was
tree from pain. ‘

On the twenty-firft day, a cicatrix
was {pread over fome of the ulcers;
the fwelling of the neck was much
lefs ; moft of the glands had regained
S their
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their natural ftate; and the finuffes
were lefs deep. il b

I ordered then, that the patient
fhould take fix pills, thrice every day.

The thirty-fecond day, every thing
feemed to be better : moft of the
finufles were clofed ; except that two
large callous fiftulas remained on'the
left fide. Thefe, however, being cut,
according to the practice of furgeons,
were cured by the fame fomentation,
and the pills, within a fortnight : by
which time nearly all the glands were
reftored to their natural ftate; and
the {chirrous hardnefs could not any
longer be felt ; as nothing but a few
pafty lumps were to be found.

I gave the patient then a purge,
compofed of half a dram of rhubarb,
eight grains of {cammony, and fifteen
grains of fal polychreft: which worked
fix times without weakning her.

After this, the took for a month,
fix pills, thrice ina day: but nothing

was now applied externally.
At
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At the expiration of this month,
the got perfeétly well. This patient
had the menfes, during the whole
time, atthe regular periods : and the
pills did not produce any diforder.

I kept her, after the was cured, for
three weeks langer in the hofpital ;
that I might know, whether the
{wellings of the glands wauld return :
or whether any of the finufles, if pre-
maturely clofed, would again break
open.

But fhe remained perfetly well
and I, therefore, difmiffed her from
the hofpital ; after defliring her  to
come back to me, if any the leaft
{welling {hould appear.

It 1s, however, now {even months
fince 3 and I have feen nothing of her,

CASE X

N the cafe of a virgin, eighteen

years of age, the {ubmaxillary
glands were become wholly {chirrous ;
and {fome of them were almoft equal
in bulk to a hen’s egg. I gave |
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I gave her, in thofe circumftances,
fix pills morning and evening : which
{he took for a whole month without
almoft any effe&.
~ The fixth week, the tumours firft
began to {often, and grow lefs.

Afterwards, a pafty {oftnefs was ob-
fervable throughout the whole com-
pafls, . &

The feventh week, T began to give
her fix pills, thrice every twenty-four
hours ; and 1 joined to them, every
gight days, a purge of rhubarb,

By this method, the patient was
perfedly cured 1in the {pace of three
months, |
2 C.A48 K X1

Woman, fixty feven years old,
' had a moft feetid running cancer
in her left breaft: which was of fo
great an extent, that the fuperior ex-
tremity reached almoft to the lower
jaw ; and the inferior went down
quite to her belly.
" The Baron Zan Swieten, Dr. Diet-

7714z
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man the Dean, Dr. Glaffer profeflor
of anatomy, Dr. Faus profeflor of
furgery, and others, who were exa-
miners in the furgery-chamber of the
univerfity, firft faw this woman, and
fent her to me, on the twentieth day
of June, 1750.

The whole breaft was of a brownifth
black colour, and full of lumps. The
ichor ftunk mofl abominably, even at
a great diftance; and the patient could
neither eat nor {leep for the pain.

I ordered, that fhe fhould take
four pills, morning and evening; and
I applied externally, during the day,
the fomentation of the leaves of hem-
lock ; and, at night, a diachylon
plafter. 5.

The twenty eighth of June, fhe
~ came again, and told me, with great:

joy 5 that fhe did not at prefent feel
fo much pain; that fhe {lept {oundly’
- at night ; and did not perceive the:
bad fmell {o great as before.

- On examining her breaft; I. ob-

{fervedl
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ferved a thin pus, inftead of the ichor.
- The fixth of July, the colour of
the breaft was reddith, the pus dif=
charged by it good ; its bulk lefs;
and the fator weak. The patient
faid, alfo, that, in the mean time,
a great many cores, which feparated
from the breaft, had fallen off : and
that every other, or every third day,
a large quantity of ferum was dif=
charged from the breaft; which was
vifibly reduced in fize.

- The twenty-fecond of July, all
things were ftill more amended : and
the patient complained of no incon-
venience.

After this, I took her again to the
chamber of the univerfity, while the
phyficians were examining there.

The Baron 7 an Swieten, the Dean,
and all the profeflors of phyfic, who
had before {ecen this poor woman,
were greatly {urprifed at the extraor-
dinary effet ; and fudden change.

For the breaft was quite of its right

colour
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colour ; the ftink fcarcely any; the
pus good ; and the bulk of the cancer
lefs by one half.

- The Baron P an Swicten then gave
the patient money; and advifed her,
in the moft perfuafive terms, to per-
fevere regularly in the courfe.

The third of Auguft; the breaft
feemed to be grown ftill lefs. But
the patient was diturbed, at night,
with pains, that came on towards the
evening. This rendered a paregoric
neceflary : which removed all com-
plaints.

. The fomentation, and the pils;
were continued conftantly in the fame

dofe.

The twenty-fifth of Awguft, the
cancerous breaft was not much bigger
than a man’s fift: the pus was good :
the fmell gone off : and the ftrength
of the patient, confidering. her age,
as it ought to be.

The twenty-fixth of Auguft, we
again went to the Baron Yan Swietén :

he
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he faw that every thing was extremely
well ; and was much fatisfied with it.
Therewas, indeed, the greateft ground
of hope, that in a few weeks, if things
continued to go on {o, the cancer
would be wholly difcuffed.

The {fecond of September, the pa-
tient was well in all refpe&s: and the
cancer was not now fo big as a man’s
faft. |

The fixth of September, fhe fent
to me, to inform me, that fitting early
the fame morning in the ftreet to fell
fruit, fhe felt, in confequence of a
firong blaft of wind, a very great
cold, in every part of her body : that
foon after, fhe was feized with ex-
cruciating pains in her belly : which
were followed by a violent and painful
purging, which had much weakened
her.

- Tordered then, that the thould leave
off the pills; and I prefcribed other
medicines {uitable to fuch a diforder,

- The next morning, fhe took care

to
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to let me know, that the loofenefs
and pains were the fame; that fhe
voided blood with her ftools; that
her thirft was great; and that fhe
had frequent faintings.

On this account, [ and Mr Laéer
the furgeon, went to her the fame
morning : and I adminiftered, . bothy
internally and externally, with the
greateft attention, whatever I believed

could be of any fervice: but all was
in vain. '

The third day, her face 1ppeared

like that of a corpfe: and the fourth
the died. .
- Mr. Laber cut off her breaft after'
{he was dead ; and carried it to the
chamber of the univerfity, during the
medicinal examination.

The Baron Fan Swicten, and all
the profeffors of medicine, faw the
quick, and extraordinary good effe&t
of the remedy, in this defperate cafe:
and were, confequently, mortified,
that the fuccefsful progrefs of the ex-

periment.
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periment had been fruftrated by the
accidental death of the patient,

, ot & e X 1L

ON the fourth day of April 1750,
: profeflor Haen fent a woman to
me : whofe neck was full of innu-
merable {chirruffes ; of which many
were turned into malignant ulcers.

Her whole left breaft was alfo
{chirrous: and the part near the arm-
pit was grown of a livid and purple
colour : from whence, through a fmall
orifice, a great quantity of burning,
and corrofive ichor, iffued out.

Befides thefe, the had alfo many
{chirruffes, both in the arm-pits, and
the groin, '

At firft, T gave this woman four
pills, thrice every day; with an in-
fufion of the male {peedwell, to be
drunk after it.

The fame day fortnight, the patient.
came -again to me; and faid, that,
by the ufe of the pills, the ulcerated

330 F {chir-
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{chirruffes difcharged a much greater
quantity of ichor: but that in iffuing
out, it did not excite fo great a heat.

The colour of the fchirrufles, before
livid, were now natural, or of a bright
red. Their magnitude was alfo lefs;
and both her neck, and the glands,
were more moveable.

The patient alfo felt herfelf eafier
in the arm-pits: for fhe could move
her arms more freely ; and bring them
clofe to her body without pain: which
was before impoflible.

The livid colour almoft wholly dif-
appeared in the breaft; which was
{ofter, and lefs in bulk: and good
pus ran from the {mall orifice in it.

I thought it proper, to continue ftill
the fame dofe of the pills: and I de-
livered to her fuch a quantity, as might
be {ufficient for three weeks: that, as
the lived at a great diftance, the might
not have occafion to come fo often.

When fhe had taken thefe pills,
fhe came to me again. Many of the

{chir-
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{chirruffes were' now intirely gone
away ; feveral of the ulcers were
{fpread over with a good cicatrix ;
the lumps in the arm-pits, and the
groin, were become very {mall, and
were all moveable, and free from pain ;
the breaft was almoft in its natural
ftate, both as to fize and hardnefs;
and very little pus could be prefled out
of the orifice.

I gave her then, the quantity of
pills that would ferve a whole month-
but I did not order any increafe of the
dofe,

At the end of the month, fhe came
back to me ; and afked me, whether the
ought to continue the pills any longer
or not; fince fhe did not perceive in
the neck, arm-pits, groin, or breaft,
any pain, or other diforder ; as the
ulcers were all healed ; and the {chir-
ruffes grown f{o little, that fhe could
bear them now without the leaft trouble.

When I examined the breaft, Ifound
it intirely in its natural flate: the ori-

| F 2 fige
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fice was well clofed ; and the lump,
towards the arm-pit, felt {carcely dif-
tinguifhable, on account of its {mallnefs,

The ulcers of the neck had firm ci-
catrices: and the {chirrufles were either
gone away ; or were grown fo {mall,
that not a feventh part remained at
prefent.
- In the atm-pits, indeed, one or two
{mall lumps, of about the bignefs of
a pea, were found ; but every thing
elfe was foft, and in its natural fate.

The patient faid, that all the fwell-
ings had difappeared in her groin:
and that, now, the could walk as freely
as ever. |

I gave her again the quantity of pills
for a month: and I bid her return to
me when fhe had taken them.

But, indeed, I have hitherto ex-
pected her in vain. |

GASE. X1,
AGirl, eighteen years of age, had

had, for many years, the paro-
tids, |
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tids, fubmaxillary glands, and whole
neck fchirrous; and fo much f{welled ;
that her neck was grown much thicker
than her head.

“ The remedies prefcribed by the moft
fkilful phyficians, and furgeons, af-
forded her not the leaft relief.

On the contrary, {everal parts began
to grow livid ; to be exceflively pain-
ful ; and at laft to turn iato ftinking
wlcers, Noéurnal {weats, depreflion
of the ftrength, and wafting of the
flefh, alfo came on.

Notwithftanding the girl was much
beloved by thofe, in whofe {ervice
fhe lived, yet it was neceffary, on
account of the fthocking ulcerations,
the great and malignant ftink, and
the danger of contagion, to remove
her into our hofpital.

Mr. Haffner the furgeon, and I,
found, among the ulcers and {chir-
rufles, innumerable finuffes, and fif-
tulas; and the patient was, moreover,
wery weak ; and complained, that the

F 2 could
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could not get any {leep on account of
pains in the night.

It was requifite, on this account,
to ufe opium in the evening.

I then gave her twice every day three
of the pills, with an infufion of ground
ivy, {cabious, male fpeedwell,and a large
quantity of milk. Externally we ap-
plied the hemlock fomentation,
~ The third day, the pains were much
gentler, and the ichor ran plentifully.
It was acrid, indeed, but not {o {tink-
ing. The patient’s neck alfo feemed
fomewhat lefs {welled.

The cighth day, there appeared to
be good pus; feveral of the glands
were become moveable; and the pa-
tient began to {leep without opium.
The night fweats were al{o lefs profufe.

On the fourteenth day, the pus was
good in almoft every part; and the
{chirrous tumours le(s.

I increafed, then, the dofe of the
pills ; and gave four, morning and
evening. The hemlock fomentation
was alfo diligently applied. The
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The thirtieth day, the nocturnal
fweats were wholly gone off: many
of the finuflfes were clofed : the ul-
cers were of a perfectly good colous:
and {ome even were difpofed to heal.
Thkere remained, neverthelefs, three
callous fiftulas, which required to be
cut according to the practice of fur-
geons.

On the forty-fourth day, fome of
the ulcers were healed : and the reft
yielded good pus. The {welling of
the neck was much lefs: and the pa-
tient had recovered both her appetite,
and her ftrength.

The fixtieth day, nearly all the
ulcers were clofed : the fwelling of the
neck was gone down : the fkin had
regained its natural colour: and all
the glands were lefs, and moveable.
But, above the left clavicle, there ftuck
a {chirrus, bigger than a goofe’s egg,
which founded like a cartilage, on
being ftruck. This tumour had not
{fuffered the leaft change, during the

| whole
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whole time the remedies had been
ufedo <

- The feventy-fourth day, many of
the {chirrufies were found divided into
{feveral {mall portions. One gland, in
the left part of the neck, turned again
into an ulcer ; and ran purulent matter
{or three days, After which the whole
bag collapfed ; and within a few days
a cicatrix was formed.

The ninetieth day, the neck had
its patural colour and magnitude; not
a tenth part of the {welling remaining
now. The {chirrus, above the cla-
vicle, continued, neverthelefs, in the
fame ftate: and, as it was immoveable,
and refifted all the powers of medi-
cines, we thought it advifeable to cut
1t out. But the patient would not
confent: and, as the had now reco-
vered her ftrength, and could move
her neck eafily, the went from the
hofpital home.

For two months, {he omitted taking
any medicines: during all which time, -

the
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the {chirruffes neither became blcrger,
nor lefs.

- At length fhe came to me again, to
afk whether fhe might not take the pills,
in the houfe where {he was a fervant.

I advifed her to it; and I gave her
fomé, to be taken, th1 ee every morning
and evening.

After three weeks, having ufed her
quantity of pills, the came back tome;
and the {chirrufies were become lefs
and moveable,

At the end of the fifth week, fhe re-
turned again to me ; and fhewed me,
with great joy, that the {chirrus above
the clavicle, which had been moft ob-
{tinate, and which we before believed
to be cartilaginous, was now lefs, and
divided into fix fmall lumps.

T was ﬁhPI'lZﬁd to fee the efle&, I
had fo long time wifhed for : and I
advifed, that (he fhould now take four
pills, morning and evening.

' Afteramonth I faw her again: and
every thing was grown better.
. She
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She has now ufed thefe pills five

months : and, at prefent, takes fix
thrice every day. She is ftrong, {leeps
well, breathes frecly, which before fhe
could not, enjoys a good appetite, and
has every day a natural and well con-
cocted ftool. All things promife a {low,
indeed, but yet a perfect recovery.

G B Al
N the twelfth day of September,

a woman came to me, about forty
years of age, whofe right breaft had
been {welled for {ix weeks before ; and
was now become {chirrous.

The moft learned Do&or Collin a
phyfician, who did me the honour to be
then with me, faw this woman at the
fame time.

I gave her at firft three pills, thrice
every twenty-four hours; and I ordered
that fhe fhould come again to meat the
end of eight days.

She ' returned then greatly encou-
raged ; becaufe the {chirrus was fofter,
and moveable. I ad-
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I advifed her, therefore, to per-
fevere ftrictly in the courfe.

Three days after, I took meafures,
that Dr. Collin thould be again prefent
when fhe came to me: and he admired
greatly at the quick effeét the remedy
had on this woman: for more than
half of the fchirrus was gone away.,

I delivered to her, then, a fufficient
quantity of the pills to ferve for a
whole month ; that, as the lived at a
great diftance, the might not be obliged
to come to me {o frequently.

When fhe had taken thefe pills, the
{chirrus was {carcely bigger than anegg.

I ordered her at that time a purge ;
and fupplied her with pills for another
‘month.

At the end of that month, I ex-
peced, and was very defirous to fee
her : but fhe never came to me again.

GCHASE X5

\ Man, fifty-three years of age, by
lying with an infe&ted woman,
con-
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/

contracted the venereal difeafe: which
‘partly from fhame, and partly from
want of money, he neglected.

At length the left tefticle grew ex-
ceflively painful ; and became wholly
{chirrous : and the penis increafed fo
much in bulk, as to far exceed that
of' a horle. |

At laft, fungous excrefcences arofe
in three places on the penis: and, in
a fhort time, turned into cancers,
which ftunk extremely.

The {crotum itfelf was, likewile,
exeded by a cancerous ulcer: and
the left tefticle, being wholly laid bare
hung out of the {crotum in an ulce-
rated cancerous flate.

Hence the poor man could neither
lie down, nor {leep, on account of the
pain : much lefs was he able to walk.

On this account he entered into our
hofpital, under thefe moft deplorable
circumftances.

Mr. Haffner, the furgeon, and I,
were intolerably annoyed with the

{tink,
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ftink, while we examined the parts,
The left tefticle, hanging out of the
{crotum, was wholly cancerous ; and
more than twice,as big asa man’s fift,

Neither the penis, {crotum, nor
tefticle, could bear to be touched
with the leaft force ; for it occafioned
a great quantity of blood to iffue out,

The patient frequently fainted from
weaknefs : and the ftink was fo great,
that we could not let him ftay with the
other patients; but were obliged to put
him in a {eparate room.

At firft, I gave him, every day, one
ounce and a half of the Peruvian bark :
that, by this means, I might corre@
the acrimony ; and procure a feparation
of the corrupted part from the found.

But the fourth day, he refufed ab-
{olutely to take the bark any longer,
in . whatever form 1t was admini-
ftered : nor did we, indeed, perceive
any relief or change from it: but,
on the contrary, he declined in his
ftrength ; and intirely loft his appetitlf:.

n
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- In this defperate cafe, I determined
to try the pills, and hemlock fomen-
tation.

At firft, I gave him fix pills thrice
every day: and I made him ufe the
fomentation diligently on the parts
affected.

The pains abated the very fame
evening : and the poor man began to
{leep naturally.

The next day, many putrid cores
feparated ; the penis was lefs fwelled ;
and the bad fmell was not now {o
ftrong.

The third day, every thing appeared
to be ftill better.

The fourth day, the pus was good
in all the cancerous ulcers : the penis
was lefs by one half: the tefticle was
alfo diminifhed in fize, and fofter :
the ulcers had a kindly colour : and
the patient {lept without opiates ; and
‘began to have fome appetite.

The eighth day, the penis was almoft
reduced to its natural fize: the can-

cerous
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cerous parts were much mended : the
pus continued every where to be good :
great cores feParat'ed them{elves from
the {crotum : and the tefticle was {oft 3
and fcarcely bigger than an egg.

The twelfth day, every thing ap-

peared to be ftill mending.
- The eighteenth day, no remains of
the cancer could be feen : the teflicle
recovered its natural fize, and colour:
and what had been eaten away by
the cancerous ulcer appeared to be
growing again.

The lips of the fcrotum, which
were now of a perfectly good co-
lour, began to unite: there appear-
ed on the penis, in the place of
the cancerous exerefcences, flat ul-
cers that were very clean: and the
patient was better in all refpeéts; and
had more firength. I went on, there-
fore, to the thirtieth day with the
fame dofe of thefe pills, and the
hemlock fomentation : and then the
{ferotum was intirely healed : and the

ulcers
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ulcers on the penis much lefs and
clean.

But the patient complained of be-
ing continually troubled with a dif-
agreeable itching all over his body :
on which account, left any thing ve-
nereal, lurking in the blood, fhould
produce other deplorable fcenes, I
performed the reft of the cure by an-
tivenereal remedies.

In this cafe the pills, and fomenta-
tion, had been of greater avail than
could ever have been hoped.

Dr. Kolljnan, phyfician to the army ;
Mr. Laber, furgeon of the city hofpital;
brother Abdon, {urgeon among the
brethren of the mercy in Leopoldina :
and others of my friends of this pro-
feflion, whom I took to fee this pa-
tient, were greatly furprized at the
quick, and {carcely to be hoped for
effects of the remedy.

| GA 50 XKL

Woman, thirty-fix years of age,
had, from fome unknown caufe,
two
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two fiftulous ulcers in the left part of
her neck ; which preduced {o many,
and fuch extraordinary finuffes, that
Mr. Haffner could penetrate, with his
probe, to the tongue; the fternum ;
and, between the @/opbagus and the
afperia arteria, to the oppofite part.of
the neck : and what was more a {ubjeét
of wonder, thefe finuffes had {pread
themfelves through the whole thorax.

For when injeétions were made, ac-
cording to the pra&ice of furgeons,
into the fiftulas, the patient felt them
penetrate, in the fore part, to the bed
of the heart: and in the hinder part
even to the loins.

This was readily believed by the {ur-
‘geon : for, in order to fill the finufles,
{ix ounces of the injected matter were,
for the moft part, neceffary.

We tried every thing that appeared
plaufible to us, orthat the beft authors
had recommended in fimilar cafes, to
cure this difeafe, |

But the whole intirely failed to pro-
G ' duce
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duce any effe&t: for, after harafling
the poor patient in vain, for fix whole
months, with various decotions, in-
jecions, fomentations, and other re-
medies, exceflive pains came on ; and
her body began to be in a wafting con-
dition.

For this reafon, Mr. Haffner, and
I, refolved to try the hemlock on this
{fubjed.

We, therefore, applied the fomen-
tation to the whole neck and back.

Mr. Haffner inje@ed, alfo, the fiftu-
las and finuffes with a weak infufion of
the hemlock, twice every day.

The patient took, moreover, morn-
ing and evening, fix of the pills.

From the very firft, the pains were
allayed : and the patient {lept without
opium 3 which before fhe had not been
able to do.

The third day, the furgeon found,
that the fiftulas took a lefs quantity of
the inje&ion.
 The tenth day, the patient found

her-



GCHAPTEK Il 1

herfelf well: and every tlung {feemed
to be healing.

The fourteenth day, fcarcely tw
ounces of the injection could be thrown
1.

The patient complained of tenfion
in the back, heat in the fternum, and
drynefs in the throat.

On this account, I advifed, that the
furgeon fhould leave oft inje&ting the
infufion of hemlock : and only ufe, in
its place, the deco&ion of barley,
thrown in by the gentleft motion.

This being done, within three days
after, every thing was healed ; and the
fiftulas had got firm ciatrices.

This woman was detained in the
hofpital fix weeks afterwards ; and we

never found the leaft return of her dif-
order,

CASE XVII

Man, to whom an induration in

the anterior part of the abdomen,
of the length of a fpan; and the breadth
G2 of
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of half a fpan, happened from the fud-

den fupprellion of a quartan, was cured
intirely in my hofpital, within the fpace.
of four months, by only ufing thefe pills,
with purges at proper intervals.

I had, likewife, two other fimilar
cafes in my hofpital at the fame time ;
of which the cure fucceeded perfectly
well by the pills. }

The fame even diffolved a {chirrus
of the liver; and cured the jaundice
caufed by it: but a large quantity of
whey was drunk along with them.

But, when, after intermittent fevers,
the {pleen is inlarged, and its fubftance
becomes {pongy, the pills conduce little
to the cure: nor indeed do any other

.medicines at all avail under fuch cir-
cumf{tances.

GAS E-XVIIL
IN the cafe of a man, fifty years of
age, blind with cataraéts in both
his eyes, and recovering from an acute
difeafe in my hofpital, the pills had fo
great an effet, that, in two months,

he
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he could not only walk without being
Ipa.d; but could diftinguifh objedts,

and colours.

| G5 E XX,
.IN a girl, of the age of twenty-

4 two years, the fight was rendered
{o weak by recent cataradts in both
ey¢s; that, without the greateft care,
fhe could fcarcel}f walk alone. |

By the ufe of the pills, however,
an ten weeks, the catara&ts were in-
tirely dlfperfed ; and her fight was fo
well recovered, that fhe could thread
the fmallelt needle ; ; and {pin in the
greateft perfection.

Mr. Laber took this girl to the
Baron 7an Swicten; and he heard a
-relation of the cafe ; and faw the eﬁ'eﬁ

of the remedy.
CASEXR

Woman, twenty- ~five years old,

had a {chirrous ftruma ; whu:h

not only covered the fore p:ut of her
G 3 neck,
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neck, but extended itfelf into the cavity
of the breaft, and occafioned a diffi-
culty of breathing.

By the ufe of the pills, in the {pace
of four months, the ftruma was con-
fumed, partly by fuppuration, and
partly by a gentle difcuffion ; and the
refpiration rendered intirely free.

At the fame time, the was cured
of a deep and malignant ulcer in the
left thigh; which had refifted the
Eower of every medicament ; and

affled, for more than half a year, all
the art of the affiduous Mr. Hajfner,
the {urgeon of my hofpital.

Thele are trials, which I have made
with complete fuccefs. I could men-
tion others, indeed ; but as they are
not yet brought to a period, I chufe
rather to pals them over in filence.

That my experiments may not,
however, ftand alone; and that I may
not feem to reft the whole of a matter,
thal:'concerns myfelf, on my own au-
ﬁhﬂm}’i It is proper to give an account|

of
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of others, that were made by men of
the greateft character in the profeffion.

There were three fifters ; two of
whom were {uffocated by {welled and
fchirrous glands in the neck. The
third, the Baron Van Swieten {aved,
and cured by thefe pills,

In a fimilar cafe, where art had been
in vain almoft exhaufted of refources,
and where even the force of electricity
had been applied without fuccefs, the
Aprcehiater Keftler produced moft extra-
ordinary effeds by the ufe of thefe pills.
He did not, moreover, obferve any bad
{ymptom to refult; though, for a long
time, he gave the patient every day
thirty pills, each of two grains weight.

In the military hofpital, at Leo-
poldina in Vienna, there was a {oldier,
in whom a {chirrous of the right paro-
tid increafed to {uch a degree, that it
covered all the fide of his face quite to
his eye.

"This {chirrus, accompanied with the
greateft pain, a livid and blackifh co-

G 4 lour,
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| lour, and others the worft {ymptoms,
threatned to become a very bad cancer:
which, it was to be apprehended; would
terminate in a confumption. §

Dr. Fohn Kollpman, phyfician to the
army, who prefided in this hofpital,
had recourfe then to my pills; and ap=
plied externally the hemlock fermen-
tation,

By which means; he not only, ina
fhort time, took away all danger of a
cancer ; but difperfed, in a few weeks,
nearly the whole {chirrous {welling.

Thehoneft foldier, not regarding; as
of any confequence, the fmall remains
of the fchirrus, would not continue any
longer in the hofpital ; but went from
thence to the army intirely well in all
other refpects.

A lady of great quality concealed a .
latent cancer in both her breafts, for
three years, a9

At length the pains became intole-
-rably acute ; and from thence livid
lumps were produced in the breafts,

which
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which prefaged a cancerous ulceration
of the worfe kind.

Being greatly affected with this, the
fent for Dr. fofeph Pock, a phyfician who
practifes in this city ; and difcovered
‘her diforder to him. He, on knowing
thefe particulars, immediately conclud-
ed to give her my pills: which proved
fo efhicacious, that, within three weeks,
not only all her pains ceafed ; but both
the blackifh and livid colour difappear-
ed ; and the natural returned.

After fome days, the lumps dimi-
nifhed.

- In the {pace of {ix months, the hard-
nefs on the furface of the breaft began
to {often.

After two other months, the large
indurated part, divided into feveral
{mall lumps; which, on taking a purge,
went away ; and the whole bulk of
the brealt grew lefs. |

This lady, feeing fuch evident good
effeéts from them, took the pills with
the greateft regularity, and confidence;

and
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and attefted, that fhe not only found
{o great relief with refpeét to her breaft,
from the ufe of them; but that fhe was
alfo freed by them from vomitings and
the heart-burn, with which the was be-
fore troubled feveral times every day;
and alfo from rheumatic pains, to which
{he was frequently fubje.

In this moft fuccefsful progrefs of the
experiment, an acute inflammatory dif-
cafe came on; which proved fatal.

The blood, taken from the veins fe-
veral times, in this acute difeafe, was
always richj and very thick. Whence
1t appears, there i1s no reafon, why
any fhould fear, that thefe pills caufe a
putrid colliquation of the blood.

This lady took thirty pills every day,
for many weeks ; and never complained
of any inconvenience from it.

~ Mr. Ferdinand Laber, {urgeon to the
aity hofpital, who merits the greateﬂ:'
regard, not only for his eminent abili-
ties in his profeflion, but from his
readinefs to exert them, as well in fa-

vour



CHAPTER II. 89

vour of the poor, as rich, made many
experiments, likewife, with thefe pills.

He difcufied the moft obdurate {chir-
rufles, in various parts of the body.

He palliated many cancers, not only
in the breafts ; but alfoin the face, eyes,
nofe, &c. ; and {fome he intirely cured.

He fhewed all his patients, while
under cure by this method, to the Baron
Van Swieten, that he might be certain
of the effe&.

Mr. Laber gave thefe pills, with
{uccefs, in various diforders alfo of the
eyes: but where the difeafe was of long
ftanding, it was, for the moft part, in
vain. There is no harm, however, in
trying.

It is an obfervation, however, made
by Mr. Laber, as well as myfelf, that
none of thofe who ufed the pills for ca-
‘tarats, or any other thickning of the
humours of the eyes, grew worfe ; tho’
they were not cured.

Hence it refults, that the pills at
leaft check the further progrefs of thefe

kinds
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kinds of diforders: and experience has
taught, that in fuch cales, two, taken
every morning and evening, are fufh-
cient. |

But the effect is fometimes extremely
{low ; and does not become fenfible be-
fore the third or fourth month, Whence
fuccefs 1s not to be defpaired of, though
" no change be found in a few weeks.

While I am writing this, a woman
of about thirty years of age is come to
me, who was firft fent by Mr. Rech-
. therger, {urgeon of Saint Mark’s ho-
ipital, about three months ago.

This woman had had a ichirrus in
her breaft for fome years; which, by
the ufe of various medicaments, began

to pain her violently ; and to threaten a
cancer,

After conﬁdering well the affair, I
gave her at that time three pills thrice
every day.

Within a few days, the pains abated :
but the {chirrus remained unchaneoed.

I increafed gradua]ly the dofe of the
pills,
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pills, till the patient took every day
eight: and I continued this proportion
for eleven weeks: when I ftill found,
that no change was brought about in
the {chirrus.

From hence I doubted much of fue-
cefs : but the patient, fatisfied with
having her pains removed, took the
pills with great regularity.

The thirteenth week, the fchirrus
began to foften; to divide into feparate
parts ; and to be difcuffed fo fuddenly,
that, in the fpace of ten days, fcarce
more than a twelfth part remained;
and the remains, on being felt, -ap-

peared foft and pafte-like.

T EUATP T ERHE,

COROLLARIES.
Corollary I)F ROM the above pre-

mifes, it may be in-

ferred, that a remedy highly innocent
may be prepared from the juice of hem-
lock, infpiffated by a flow fire; and,
| which
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which in every habit of body, fex, age,
&c. may be given in confiderably large
dofes.

2) That this remedy does not hinder
any of the natural funétions of the body,
the fecretions, nor the excretions.

3) That it a&ts in an infenfible man-
ner: neither exciting ftool, vomit, urine,
nor {weat.

4) That it difcuffes indurations, and
{chirrufies ; even in thofe cafes, where
other medicaments, the moft penetrat-
ing, are not of the leaft avail.

Itis, therefore, a medicament greatly
difcutient.

§) That what indurations, and {chir-
rufles, it does not difcufs, it brings, for
the moft part, to a kindly fuppuration,

6) That it ftops the further progrefs
of cancers.

7) That it corre@s cancerous acri-
mony ; and removes the bad {imell.

8) That it converts the cancerous
ichor into good pus.

9) That it quiets pains.

10) That it cures cancers, 11)
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11) That it heals ulcers, incurable
by other means.

12) That itclofes, and confolidates,
fuch fiftulas, and finuffes, as refift all
other remedies.

1 3) That it difperfes cedematous tu-
mours, even by external application.

14) That it reftores the fight when
taken away by cataradts, that are not
of long ftanding.

1 5) Thatit removes, or, at leaft, ftops
the further progrefs of recent catarads.

ADMONITIOMNS.

ift) T H AT women who are afflit-
ed with cancers or {chirrufies

avoid great exercife, and all brifk mo-
tions of the body.

2d) That country air, and gentle
exercife promote the cure,

3d) That anger, {orrow, and fudden
fright, do harm.

4th) That acid, vinous, and auftere,
fubftances, are injurious; as are alfo
farinaceous, crude, and unfermented.

5th)
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‘gth) That attrition, friction, and
preflure, are hurtful in {chirruffes of
Jong ftanding ; and in cancers.

Hence hard and ftrait ftays, and
rough fhifts, muft be avoided.

6th) That violent coughing is inju-
rious. For it irritates the cancers, and
makes them worfe; caufes hzmor-
rhages ; and impairs the ftrength: by
which means it retards the'cure; and

renders it almoft impofiible.

Women, who have a difhiculty of
refpiration, and fhortnefs of breath, and
who, in coughing feel, very acute pains

-1n a {chirrous, or cancerous breaft, at-
‘tended with a violent conftri¢tion of the
breaft, as it were, bya cord, and a drag-
ging of it feemingly into the cheft by
-theaction of coughing, have, for the moft
part, the lungs {chirrous, and coheri
n that part ftrongly with the pleura.

Hence a more difficult, if not im-=
poffible, cure. /

I have learnt ﬁ‘um experience, that
thefe pills are not in the leaft injurious

in




in cafes of the phthific: nor do they
hinder fpitting ; but rather promote it,

QUERIES.

HAVE, in a great variety of cafes,

tried the juice of hemlock, reduced
to pills, alone ; that, by this means, I
might accurately inform myfelf what it
could fimply and folely perform.

But fometimes, Thave found a quick
effe ; and, at other times, a very {flow
one. From whence it may be que-
{tioned : whether, in cafes where its
action is flow, the effet may not be
accelerated by external remedies appli-
ed in various manners.

Query 1ft) Whether it may not be
proper to apply, feveral times in the
day, the hot vapours of the deco&ion
of hemlock to the part affected ?

Query 2d) Whether, perhaps, it may
not be more effeGtual to keep a cata-
plafm prepared from hemlock continu-
ally on the difealed parts?

H Many
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Many trials demonftrate, that fuch
a fomentation is highly efficacious, in
thefe circumftances.

There are, neverthelefs, patients,
who cannot bear this when laid on the
naked fkin. Whence,

Query 3d) Whether it is not better
to cover the fkin of fuch patients with
a diachylon plafter ; and to foment the
part, with the cataplaim, while fo co-
vered ?

Query 4th) Whether, while it is
allowable to irritate the {chirrus, it
would not be of advantage, to put
on a plafter of hemlock and labda-
num, or galbanum?

Query sth) Whether, it is not re-
quifite, that purges thould be given to
patients under the regimen of thefe
pills, where their firength appears to
admit of it; as the difcuffed matter is
not difcharged by any fenfible evacu-
ation ?

Trials, refpecting this query, made
on feveral patients, feem to render it

advif-
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advifable to do what is propofed. But
neceflity does not exaét it.

Query 6th) If cafes occur, in which
acrid cancers fend forth very deep
roots, corrupt all the humours, and
debilitate the {folids, in {fuch manner,
that the pills alone cannot fuffice;
whether then would it not be pro-
per to join the Peruvian bark to them?
As, by this means, a medicine, indued
with the virtue of each, and which
would fully anfwer all intentions,
might be prepared.

It is neceflary, therefore, that every
phyfician fhould vary the method, ac-
cording to the attendant {ymptoms, by
his own proper obfervation and judg-
ment.

On the merits of what has been
premifed, I beg of all phyficians what-
ever, that they will try and adminifter
this extract on every occafion that fhall
prefent itfelf. But I intreat, that, at
the fame time, they will lay afide
every kind of prejudice and jealoufy ;

H 2 from
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from the confideration, how much
the health of their neighbours is con-
cerned in thefe matters.

If any bad confequence may be
found to refult, let them 'inquire
carefully, whether it arifes from the
irrefiftible violence of the difeafe ;
from ‘any miftake made by the pati-
ents, or thofe about them; or from
the medicament itfelf : and let them
not, from thence, condemn the remedy
as hurtful, or inefhicacious, without
the ftri¢teft examination of the fads,
and the matureft judgment on them,
But if, after all, they know any better
remedies, I do not defire they thould
neglect them in favour of thus,

ADVER-



ADVERTISEMENT
: OF THE

TRANSLATOR.

AS the due tial of the virtues of
the juice of Hemrock feems to
be a matter of the greateft import-
ance to the public, I thought it ne-
ceflary to infert here a caution, that
experience has already fhewn to be
neceflary, with refpect to the prepa-
ration of it as an internal remedy, in
the form recommended in this work.

Dr. Storck has not explicitly dire@-
ed, that the juice of the hemlock, ufed
in making what he calls the extrad&,
fhould undergo any depuration, before
it be infpiffated, in order to bring it
to the confiftence proper for forming
pills.

In confequence of this, fome apo-
ithecaries, who have attempted to pre-

pare
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pare the pills, have fuffered the juice‘_f

to fettle 5 and ufed the depurated fluid
freed from the f{edimentary part:

imagining, inadvertently, that in fo

doing, conformably to what is gene-
rally pradtifed in fimilar cafes, they
were proceeding rightly. |

But, by this treatment, the extrat

Tofes all the fpecific and peculiar fla-
vour and fmell of the plant; and,

doubtlefs, in a great degree, its me-

dicinal virtue.

The dire@tion given by Dr. Storck
himfelf is, to boil the juice while frefh
(recens): which implies, that it {hould
not undergo any previous change.
Though this is not {o clearly exprefled
in words ; but that it leaves room for
the miftake I have mentioned to have
been already made by fome ; and for
the prevention of which in others, this
mtimation is intended. & |
¥

iy




FSOGKS printed for J. NoursE af the Lamb ﬂppw" ‘e
b Katheérine-Street in the Strand.

NSTITUTES OF EXPERIMENTAL CHEMISTRY :
Being an effay towards reducing that branch
{)f natural philofophy to a regular fyftem, by invefti-
gating, firft, in an introductory difcourfe, its ob-
jeét, end, and means; together with thofe prin-
ciples of natural philofophy, which are fubfervi-
ently neceffary ; including direétions for the con-
ftru&tion of a compleat apparatus, and for the
conduét of the feveral general operations, as pe-
culiarly accommodated to experimental purpoies
and afy terwards by exhibiting all the curious and
leading procefles, with particular obfervations on
each, txpi;umng the rationalia of the proceedings,
and pointing out the application of them to prac-
tice 1n n‘iEdICII'lE, metallurgy, and other arts, and
to the improvement of nataral knowledge in ge-
neral ; the whole being illuftrated by obfervations
on the generical nature of each fubject, in which
the proper fpecific marks of d diftinction are laid
‘down on new principles. By the Author of the
Elaboratory laid open. In two volumes, ottavo.
Trae New Dispensatory: Containing, L. The
theory and practice of pharmacy. II. A diftribu-
tion of medicinal {imples, according to their vir-
tues and fenfible qualities; the delcription, ule,
‘and dofe of each article. III. A full tranflation
of the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopeeias ;
with the ufe, dofe, &c. of the feveral medicines.
IV. Directions for extemporaneous prefcription ;
with a feleét number of elegant forms. V. A
colle&tion of cheap remedies for the ufe of the
poor. The whole interfperfed with pratical cau-
tions and obfervations. Intended as a correion
and improvement of Quincy. 8vo.
Tae Haxpomaip 1o TaE ArTs: Teaching the

theory and practice of making and preparing all
the






