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ettt st e

INTRODUCTION.

HE following papers: are pube
lithed, with the view of recom-
mending, to the notice of the pro-

feflors of medicine, fome remark-
able difcoveries, which have been, of late
years, made concerning the prognoftication
of crifes by the pulfe, This is their general
purpofe: But they are more particularly
taken up with the intermitting pulfe, as
the fign of a critical diarrhcea—or, as an
indication for adminiftring purging medi-
cines.

As thefe difcoveries have, I apprehend,
been but little attended to by practitioners in
general; and as this effay may be confidered

B as



s )
as a fort of commentary upon one part of
them, itfeems neceffary, that I fhould, at
my fiift entrance upon the fubject, give
fomeaccount of their origin.

In the year 1741, atreatife, in o&tavo,
was’ pnbhﬂled at London, intitled, ¢ New
¢ and extran'dmar}r obfervations on the pre-
¢ diion of various crifes by the pulfe, inde-
¢ pendent of the critical figns delivered by
¢ the ancients; made firft by Dr. Don
¢ Francifco Solano de Luque, of the city of
“Antequera in Spain; and fubfequently by
feveral other phyficians ; illuftrated with
many new cafes and remarks; to which are
added fﬁme general hints on the nature,
¢ antient obfervance, and modern neglect of
¢ crifes. By James Nihell, M. D.”’

" - L] L ]

This treatife had its rife from the fol-
following occafion, as Dr. Nihell informs
us in his preface.—In the year 1737, 2
work written in Spanifh by Dr. Solano
‘concerning the prcdi&ion of crifes by the
pulfe, under the title of Lapis Lydius Apol-
linis, was put into his hands by Don Pedro
: : Roxo,
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Roxo, honorary member of the medical
academy at Madrid, and phyfician to the
hofpital of San Juan de Dios in Cadiz, as
Dr. Nihell was to the Britifh factory of that
city. ‘This phyfician acquainted him that’
he had fome experience of the truth of
Solano’s difcovery, and complained of the
fupine indolence of his countrymen, who
totally neglected a matter of fo great im-
portance, fonew, and {oftrongly fupported
by fa&s, as that which Dr. Solano  pro-
pofed feemed to be.

Struck with the novelty and moment of
the {ubje&, he perufed the book with un-
common diligence, found the whole matter
propofed with the greateft candour, and
{upported by ample evidence: but, to pre-
vent the leaft doubt in an affair of fuch im-
portance, he determined to go to Antequera,
the place of Solano’s refidence, three days
journey from Cadiz, to examine into the
truth of the fals, and, if they were {uch as
he had reprefented them, to acquire under
him a thorough experience in his new art
of prognofticating. He was received by

B2 Solano



(4)
Solano with great humanity, and had all the
opportunity, he could defire, procured him,
of a free and impartial enquiry into his paft
obfervations, and of feeing fuch as occurred
during a ftay of two months in Antequera.
The refult was, a full fatisfa¢tion concern-
ing the veracity of the facs recited in So-

lano’s book, and the general valldlt)r of his
do&rmes -

_ From this book Dr. Nihell has made fuch
extracts, as he judged neceffary for putting
the fubject in a clear and intelligible light;
which, he informs us, lay crowded, in a
large folio, among a great number of foreign

digreflions, and a ‘perplexed labyrinth of
teafoning and falts,

In thefe extrats are comprized, Solano’s
rules for prﬂgnc:ﬁication, from the three
critical pulfes mentioned by him, viz. the
pulfus dicrotus, ot rebounding pulfe—the
intermitting pulfe—and the pulfus incidu-
us, or rifing pulfe—The fir{t, prognoftica-
ting an h@morrhage by the nofe—The fe-
cond, a diarrhcea—and the third, fweats.

To
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To thefe rules fucceed feveral fele&t ob-
fervations, from Solano, inftancing the fuc-
cefs of his predictions; fome cafes com-
municated to Dr. Nihell by other phyficians;
and fome to which he was himfelf witnefs.
And laftly, he has inter{perfed, in the courfe
of his differtation, a variety of remarks ten-
ding, as the occafion feemed to require, to
explain, confirm, or limit, Solano’s propo-
fitions concerning the critical pulfes; to il-
luftrate the doctrines concerning crifes in

eeneral ; and to enforce the obfervance of
them in practice.

He has, befides, givenus an account * of
the firft rifer of Solano’s obfervations as
communicated to him by Solano himfelf,
of which this is the {ubftance,

THAT, in the year 1707, Solano, then a
ftudent in medicine, attended the practice
of one Dr. Pablo, in the hofpitals. He had
obferved the rebounding pulfe in various

See Dr. Nihell’s treatife, page 141.
patients,
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patients, and enquired of his preceptor the
reafon and fignificancy ; who defired him
to take no notice of fuch trifles, which pro-
ceeded meerly from fuliginous vapours.

Solano, hereupon, gave nofarther attention
to the matter, till in the accounts daily given
by the attendants to the phyfician, mention
was made of hzmorrhages by the nofe
having happened to thofe very patients, in
whom he had obferved the rebounding
pulfe. This excited his curiofity, and urged
him to a clofer examination of the matter.

- To the next patient with this pulfe, a
young man in a burning fever, he privately
prevented the exhibition of the medicines,
which had been prefcribed for him, refoly-
ing, from what had happened to the other
patients, to truft this cafe to nature,

Solano pafled the day, from five in the
morning till fix in the evening, with much
uneafinefs of mind: At this hour appeared
an hzmorrhage by the nofe, which, inclu-
ding fome intervals, lafted for the fpace of

an
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an hourand a half. 'The blood flowed mo-
derately, amounting, in thistime, to about
fix ounces; Solano never quitting, all the
while, the patient’s pulfe: By a conftant
application to cafes of this kind, of which
feveral ocurred, he was enabled to framc
fome very extraordinary rules of pmgnnﬂh
cation, for which the reader is referred to
Dr. Nihell’s treatife, as my bufinefs, in this
cflay, 1s only with the intermitting pulfe,

The do&or’s attention, once fixed on the
pulfe, foon opened to him a new fcene of
wonderand fatisfaction, in this pulfe likewife,
In the hofpital was a patiént In an acute
fever; on the third day of which he ob-
{ferved the intermitting pulfe to recur, fome-
times at every feventh, fometimes at every
eighth pulfation; which, together with the
greatnefs of the diﬂ:emper; according to the
then eftablithed rules of prognoftication, he,
at firft, judged a mortal fign; but afterwards
reflecting on his obfervations on the rebound-
ing pulfe, hedetermined to watch carefally
every turn of this cafe, and examine, whether
the intermitting pulfe was attended with any

effe&t
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effect analogous to thofe he had obferved
confequent to the rebounding pulfe. He
prevented the exhibition of the remedies
prefcribed, as he had done in the former
cafes. But here again recurred the doubts
and perplexities, which before tormented
the unexperienced obferver, in the firft cafe
on hemorrhages. They kept him on the
rack, all the third, and half of the fourth
day; after which the patient, who was then
affli¢ted with a great anxiety, and fharp
griping, fell into an abundant diarrheea, The
dottor, who had notice of it, went imme-
diately to the hofpital, and examining the
~ patient’s pulfe, he found the intermiflfion
recurring at every fecond pulfation; and, in
the {pace of twelve hours that he remained
with him, frequently feeling the pulfe,
he obferved the intermifiion to lefifen as the
diarrhcea proceeded, until, at laft, it entirely
ceafed, leaving the patient free from his
complaints.

Thus did the young obferver daily find
new lights breaking in upon him, at once

recompenfing and encouraging his diligence.
| He
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He fuccefsfully purfued his obfervations
the reft of the year 1707, but always un-
derhand, to avoid the difpleafure of Dr.
Pablo, a man of a very violent temper, for
preventing the exhibition of the remedies
he prefcribed to the patients, who had the
rebounding and the intermitting pulfes,
At length, in the year 1708, he had the
fatisfaction of exerting the fkill he had ac-
quired, in this way, in a public and au-
thentic manner.

A year or two after, in a2 neighbouring
town, to which he was titular phyfician,
he difcovered, by his diligent attention. to
the pulfe, that other critical pulfe, menti-
oned above, the pulfusinciduus, and found
it to prognofticate critical fweats.

This much may fuffice, at prefent, to give
the reader, yet unacquainted with them,
fome idea, of the tendency and conduét of
Dr. Nihell’s treatife, and of the Solanian
ebfervations in general.

C That
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That the difcoveries are extraordinary,
and of as interefting a nature, as moft that
have been treated of in medicine, will, I
think, be f{carcely difputed by any one, who
will give himfelf time to examine them
with diligence and candour. Neverthelefs,
it muft be owned, that they are of a kind,
{o out of the road of common obfervation,
that one need not, perhaps, much wonder,
that a treatife, which thus reprefented
them to us, fhould not at once have en-
gaged the attention of phyficians in general,
much lefs commanded their immediate
affent to the facs it recited: For ¢ fa&s of
¢ this kind,” as Dr. Nihell juftly obferves,
¢ are of a delicate and doubtful nature, ex-
¢ pofed to jealous fufpicion, which ever
grows upon the mind in proportion as
the fubject is new and furprizing : Here
then it may be expected in its greateft
degree of warinefs. Hiftories of crifes
prognofticated, fome three, fome four
days before they happened, if unfupported
by collateral proofs, muft look like fa-

¢ bulous
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< bulous inventions and delufive tales of
¢ enchantment.” *

Without f{uch collateral proofs they
would, undoubtedly be liable to thefe im~
putations: But even with them, while they
refted with us only as matters of narrative, it
could not well be expe&ted, that they would
make any very deep impreflions on-the
mind. They would {till want the aid of
our own proper experience, to exemplify
and eftablifh to us' their importance and
ufe: like travelling over a country, where-
by we obtain much livelier apprehenfions
of its real afpe, than can be conveyed
by defcription alone,

The truth of this obfervation I found
evinced in myfelf. I had perufed the trea-
tife on its earlieft publication, and fupported
as the falls appeared to be, I could not
with-hold my affent to them; but it was {til}
but mere affent I gave them ; or,at moft, they
remained but as fubje@s of admiration, till

% Preface, page I.
C2 experience
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experience realized them, as it were, to my
mind, and convinced me of their impor-
tance: And, in the fame manner, it may
be prefumed, for the nature of the thing
juftifies the prefumption, the minds of other

readers have been, and will, hereafter, be
affeCted.

The experience, however, I mention, has
been confined to the intermitting pulfe, for
with the two other critical pulfes, the pul-
{us dicrotus, and the pulfus inciduus, I am
not yet experimentally acquainted ; though
from what I have experienced concerning
the intermitting pulfe, it is butjuft in me to
conclude, that the fa&sI find in Dr.Nihell’s
treatife, relating to the other critical pulfes,
are no lefs valid : Itis, therefore, my hope,
that by thus reviving the {fubje@, though but
part of it is here treated of, I may be the
means of exciting my brethren to an enquiry
into the whole: An enquiry, which if profe-
cuted with an unprejudiced, and diftinte-
refted zeal, promifes, in my judgment, no
{mall improvement to the methods of
healing.

That
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That it is a fubje thus worthy of their
attention, as being of real praciical ufe,
not of mere {peculative amufement, will
appear, were there no other, from this
one confideration refpecting the pulfe of
which we treat ; that, when happening in
acute difeafes, phyficians have generally ef-
teemed it a fatal, orat leaft, a dangerous
prognoftic : and, if they have not totally gi-
ven over their patients, they have yet been
accuftomed to place their confidence in re-
medies; if the Solanian obfervations aré
right, of an oppofite tendency to the juft
indications of cure; pofiibly, producing
thereby, if tenacioufly adhered to, that very
fatality they aimed at preventing, fuch as
Epifpaftics, Volatiles, and other ftimulating
remedies, with, perhaps, a generous diet,
on a fuppofition, that depletion and relaxa-
tion were, as without doubt they fometimes
are, the caufes of this {ymptom. Whereas
it will, T apprehend, evidently appear from
the hiftories which I fhall give out of Dr.
Nihell’s treatife, and from thofe of my own
hereafter recited, that the intermitting pulfe,
in acute difeafes, is frequently owing to
other caufes than thofe juft mentioned.

That
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That it certainly, under fome circumftan-
ces, prefages a diarrheea,—or, whichis of
the utmoft importance for the phyfician to
know, affords a fure indication for admi-
niftring purging remedies ; thereby delive-
ring us from that ftate of uncertainty and
uneafinefs, which ambiguous fymptoms are
wont to create in the minds of every honeft
and humane practitioner.

Dr. Nihell has exprefled himfelf on this
head with force and elegance.—¢ Befides the
¢ infight, fays he, thefe facts in general af-
¢ ford us into the critical tendencies of na-
¢ ture, there accrues to medicine, an un-
¢ deniable advantage, from the obfervations
¢ on the intermitting pulfe, in particular. It
¢ is well known, what fatal prognoftics are
¢ annexed to this pulfe by our modern and
¢ antient authors ; what {cenes of ground-
¢ lefs defolation have been thereon caufed
¢ in families—What inglorious miftakes in -
¢ phyficians, who have, in {uch cafes, more
¢ than once, pofitively pronounced the
¢« doom of their patients, and deferted them
¢ in a panic! while wifer nature happily

¢ played
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played her part unperceived, and, in the
common courfe of things, wrought cures,
which inadvertent art, in its own defence,
called miracles. But now thefe terrors
and miftakes are effeCtually removed by the
facts I mention. 'Theintermitting pulfe,
in acute difeafes, is no longer formidable
in itfelf. It becomes ominous, then only,
when other figns, diftin¢t from this, con-
cur to thew—That it is not critical——
That the crifis, thereby denoted, is impro-
per—or that the patient is too weak to
undergo it.—And, the phyfician, freed
from idle apprehenfions, is left to judge
coolly from the whole ftate of the cafe,
whether the intermitting pulfe denotes,
either danger, or a happy crifis. Were
medicine to reap no other benefit from
this work, than multiplied examples of
innoxious intermiflions of the pulfe, in

_cafes, wherein they are generally held

mortal, it muft be allowed a matter of no
fmall importance.” *

*¥ Treatife, page 75.

in
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In this opinion of the importance, of this
part, as well as of the fubject in general, eve-
ry pratitioner, who has had any experience
of the truth of the fa&s, recorded in Dr.
Nihell’s treatife, muft naturally concur. But,
as there may be fome, into whofe hands
this effay may fall, who have not yet per-
ufed that treatife, or who have attended but
little to the matter it contains, it may ferve
to animate their zeal towards the inquiry
to which they are invited, to lay before
them the teftimonies, which fome other

phyficians have given to the merit of
Dr. Nihell’s book.

In the year 174 5, Dr.Gerard Van Swiecten
publifhed his fecond volume of, Commen-
taria in Boerhavii Aphorifmos de morbis
cognofcendis et curandis. In his commen-
tary on § 587, tom. ii. page 59, he men-
tions Dr. Nihell’s treatife. He had been
explaining the articles of concoion, fe-
cretion of the concoted humours, and
crifes ; and, after extolling the antients for
their diligent obfervation of the methods,

which
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which nature ufes in curing difeafes, and
beftowing fome encomiums on our illuf-
trious countryman, Dr. Sydenham, as excel-
ling in this particular; he gives a general
account of the contents of Dr. Nihell’s trea-
tife, and fubjoins to this effe@—¢ The dig-
nity of the fubject is affuredly fuch, as to
deferve to be diligently enquired into by
every one; who exercifes the art of me-
dicine: Nor does it feem improbable that
many of the like figns might be difco-
vered in the refpiration, tongue, urine,
&c. At leaft, the difcoveries, here made,
thould add fpurs to cur induftry, and in-
duce us to obferve, with unwearied ap-
plication, the occurrences which happen
in difedfes.’

) [ L] ™ Y -~ -~ ] - -~

L ]

in the year 1752, Dr. Malcolm Fleming
publithed a Latin effay, intitled, De Fran-
cifci Solani inventis, circa arteriarum pul{um;
et prfagia inde haurienda, Programma—In
quo ea, {:écundum receptas in oeconomia a-
nimali leges, folvuntur et explicantur.

D This
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This effay is dedicated to Dr. Anthony
Afkew, into whofe hands the manufcript
was put, and from whofe approbation, con-
curring with that of fome other friends, he
was induced to print and publifh it—Now,
thefe previous fteps were taken, ¢ Left any
¢ one,” fays the Do&or, ¢ fhould cenfure
‘ me, as having engaged with too preci-
pitate a zeal in the difcuflion of an argu-
ment, almgetlier new, and of fuch a na-
¢ ture, that fcarcely any thing has been
¢ offered in medicine of greater weight and
utility’—And in terms of the like appro-
bation and cficem he has exprefled himfelf
in other parts of his work.

£

L 4

In the year 1753, Dr. William Noorts
wyk, of Leyden I think, publithed a
Latin verfion® of Dr. Nihell’s _treatife,
fo much did he efteem it worthy -the- at-
tention of the profeflors of medicine: He

* To this verfion he has annexed an ‘ingenious
differtation of his own, de natura humana—And a
difquifition, de pulfu, by G. Chrift. Schelhammer,
firft publithed at Helmftadt, 16go0.

laments
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laments, in his preface, the cuftom of pub-
lithing medical works in the mother tongue
of a country, inftead of in a language un-
derftood by men of learning in general,
and gives it as a reafon, whv fo little notice
had been yet taken of this treatife, and, to
foreigners, it may be a good one ; * How few
are there, fays he, to whom, tho’ it has
been fo long publifhed, even fo much as
the title is known! and wherefore, but
becaufe it is written in Englith? It, never- -
thelefs, contains matters of deep impor-
tance, and which, as they regard the
health of mankind, deferve, if ever any
thing did, the moft attentive examina-
¢ tion’, I need not enter into the queftion,
whether it would be of mare general bene-
fit, that medical writings fhould be publith-
ed in a learned language, than in that of
a country, If the former is to be prefer-
red, as it refpects the profeflors of the art
in general, yet, as medicine is eircumftanced
in particular countries, much might be
{aid in defence of the latter—But this is
not- my prefent province; the purpofe, for
which I have brought the preceding quo-

1F a2 tations,
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tations, being only to thew, as was before
mentioned, in what high efteem the ob-
fervations, communicated by Dr. Nikell,
are held by thefe authors; that, by the
influence of their fentiments, others might
be excited to make experiment of their
truth, and of their importance and utlltty
with rﬂfpeét to practice.

Befides thefe authors, there has not oc-
curred to my knowledge a fingle one, wha
has offered any thing in fupport, or recom-
mendation, of any part of the Solanian ob-
fervations, fince the publication of Dr,
Nihell’s treatife, now fixteen years ago; and
of which there has been yet but one impref-
fion, and that, I apprehend, not fold off:
a pretty evident proof how little the fubject
has been attended to: nor, except by one
of thefe authors, has any thing practical
been publithed—Van Swieten barely re-
marks upon the difcoveries, as extraordinary,
and worthy of being examined. Dr. Fle-
ming does the {fame, but his effay is theo-
retical.  Dr., Noortwyk indeed, in his pre-
face, gives an inftance of 2 young woman in

a
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a dropfy to whom he was called, foon after
having heard of thefe difcoveries of Solano’s,
At his firft vifit, which was in the evening,
he perceived her pulfe to intermit irregular-
ly. He pave her a mixture with fome car-
diacs, which could, by no means, move her
hitherto conftipated belly, and filently wai-
ted the event. When he vifited her next
morning, he was ifnmediate!y afked by her
mother, whether -he had given any thing
purging in the medicine, for that her daugh-
ter had had, in the night, four liquid ftools;
a manifeft proof, fays he, of a diarrheea
fucceeding the intermitting pulfe. He gives,
likewife, one cafe, evidencing the connexion
between the pulfus dicrotus, and the he-
morrhage by the nofe, which occurred with-
in his own obfervation, and two from a
friend, in proof of the connexion between -
* the pulfus inciduus and critical fiveats: in one
of which the pulfe rofe in gradation to fix
or feven, which Solano had never obferved

to rife to above four confequent pulfations,

It is, however, not improbable, that many
oblervations, on one or other of the critical

pulfes,
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pulfes, may have occurred to other practi-
tioners, but which a diffidence of appearing
in print on a fubje&t by moft difregarded,
and, by fome, trcated as chimerical, may
have reftrained them from publickly com-
municating. I can eafily conceive, from
what has pafled in my own mind on this
particular, how others may have been im-
prefled. ‘The date of my firft cafe is now
above fourteen years ago. 'The four firft fi-
nifhed in17 52, and were then upon the point
of being publithed. The laft three have
happened within this year and half, 1
have, at various times, had it in my intention
to have publifhed them, and yet, from the
fame kind of, may I not fay, blameable
diffidence (for it is furely every man’s duty
to endeavour to benefit his fellow-crea-
-tures) this defign has been from time to
time poftponed: it is, however, at length
accomplifthed, andin the beft manner Iam
at prefent capable of, and with, I am fure,
aright intention, which, I promife myfelf,
will procure it 2 candid reception.

But
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But there is one part of this effay, which
feems to demand a particular apology; I
mean thofe large extracs I have made from
Dr. Nihell’s treatife, which indeed take up
no inconfiderable part of this book—I
thould have been glad to have given, in a
fhorter plan, a clear idea of the fubject;
but Idid not find it practicable. I might,
indeed, hdve mentioned things in general,
and made only references to the treatife:
but as this, if be was poflefled of it, would
create to the reader, the additional trouble
of confulting another book, and, if he was
not, would be of no immediite ufe to
him, I have thought it a more proper part
for me to take, to give extrals, from that
treatife, on the moft important points re-
lating to the intermitting pulle, as Dr.
Nihell did; on the general matters, from
Dr. Solano’s book-—By this means, that
part of the fubjet, on which I treat, will
be placed ‘in a more ready and obvious
view, than as it flands mingled with the
obfervations on the two other critical pul-
“fes. 'Where I could, without maiming the
“fenfe, or weakening its force; I have been
careful to abbreviate, particularly in the

cales;
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cafes, which I have fele&ted from Dr. Ni=
hell; out of which I have thrown feveral
incidents, which, as they contained tefti-
monies of the authenticity of the falts, it
might be proper enough for him to men-
tion; but as his veracity; and their validity;
will not, I prefume, be queftioned, it did
not feem neceflary for me to tranferibe.
To have juft mentioned thefe things will,
I hope, be efteemed fufficient,

The cafes I have now publithed, as
having fallen under my own obfervation,
are, 1 am fenfible, but few in number for
the feries of years in which they have
happened; too few, it may be judged,
upon which to eftablith rules for future
practice: And, the fentiment might be juft,
was a multiplicity of cafes always neceflary
for {fuch a purpofe, or did the matter reft
wholly upon thefe: For few as they are,
I truft it will be admitted, that the indica-
tions, upon which 1 acted, were the true
ones, from the happy event, which the
obfervance of them produced to the pa-
tients. They might, therefore, ferve as

preeedents
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precedents for practice, in fimilar inftances,
though they are thus few, or though they
ftood fingle, and un-fupported by the ex-
perience of others: At leaft, if no more,
they, furely, become proper incentives to
future enquiry and examination—But if,
to the cafes [ have offered, the reader will
be pleafed, while he is confidering the
{fubje&, to join thofe of Dr. Nihell’s, he
will, I perfuade myfelf, from their gene-
ral concurrence and harmony with each
other, be induced to allow, that the doc-
trines inferred from them, do thus acquire
a confiderable degree of weight; and that
both thefe, and the fats from which they
are deduced, do demand fo much of his
attention, as not to be peremptorily de-
cided againft, or {lightly treated, till his
own obfervation and experience fhall ap-
-pear to authorife fuch a conduét.

I am far, however, from thinking, that

I have, in the following pages, put every
thing, relating to the fubject, beyond ex-
ception; it is a copious one, upon which
much may be faid, and nothing fhould
E be
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be determined dogmatically ; but our minds
kept open to the information of future
experience. [Tt will give me, however,
fome fatisfaion, if what I have written
might be confidered, as a well-defigned at-
tempt to fupply, in fome meafure, what
feemed wanting—And it will be no {mall
addition thereto, if the little I have done
fhould prove an excitement to others, to
comnunicate what obfervations they have
made, or may make, on this, or the other
critical pulfes. The united labours of many
might bring thofe things to perfection,
which the moft afliduous induftry of a
fingle perfon might never be able to ac-
complith. It was with thefe hopes that
Dr. Nihell publifthed his treatife, ¢ Un-
¢ certain,” fays he, ¢ of my own fate, I
¢ thought it imprudent to delay the pub-
¢ lication of what I have obferved, under
¢ the doubtful hope of giving hereafter
¢ more compleat obfervations, than thofe
¢ which I have already made; the more
becaufe I am convinced, from the va-
¢ riety and extent of the fubject, and from
the difliculties, which, in the prefent

¢ ftate
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ftate of practice obftruct a nice and ex-
quifite obfervation, that this matter is
greatly fuperior to the diligence of any
¢ one man. I, therefore, call, in time, for
the affiftance of my brother phyficians
¢ in this purfuit. "Tis true, I call them
¢ to a laborious tafk, and to a minute
¢ enquiry into things—But then, they are
¢ Britith phyficians, whofe happy appli-
¢ cation to the improvement of their art,
¢ is well known over all Europe *.’

-

Many years are now elapfed fince Dr.
Nihell’s treatife was publifhed, and yet,
how little has this invitation been regarded !
And, indeed, it feems fomewhat remark-
able (unlefs the fmall attention given to
his treatife has been the caufe) that Dr.
Nihell himfelf fhould not, in fo long a
{pace of time, have contributed a fyllable .
in print, as I think he has not, towards
confirming the Solanian obfervations; if
fo it is, that they are really as valid in this
our variable northern climate, as in the
more temperate and {ettled regions, in
which they were firft made.

* Preface, page 23.

E2 That
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That Dr. Nihell, when he publifhed
his treatife, judged they were, may be in-
ferred from the following paflage®. <It
‘ has indeed, fays he, been long objec-
€ ted; nay it is ftill imagined, that the
¢ northern climates are incompatible with’
¢ that regular courfe of diftempers and
¢ crifes obferved, in Greece, by Hippocrates
¢ and other antients. This objeéion is
¢ probably deduced from Aphorifm 8. fet,
3.4 . But however true it may prove
¢ in fome degree, there is very good rea-
¢ fon to think the inference by much too
extenfive. Whereas, the contrary is in-
¢ fifted upon, from matters of fa&, by
phyficians of acknowledged {kill and long
¢ experience, as fhall be feen in the fecond
¢ part of this work, fect. I, chap, iv.—viz,
his chapter on crifes.

* Treatife page 50.

+ The aphorifm of Hippocrates, which Dr. Nihell
refers to, runs thus, ¢ Temporibus bené et ordine con-
¢ ftitutis, et tempeftivam tempeftivitatem fervantibus,
¢ morbi, qui facilé confiltant et folvantur, fiunt. In
¢ male vero conflitutis, qui, neque facilé confiftunt,
¢ neque facile folvuntur. Editio Foéfii, pag. 1247,

3 Indeed,
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Indeed, in another place, he feems to
intimate a contrary opinion, when, in
palliation of the latitude Solano took in
his inferences from the cafes he had met
with, he refers it to the judgment of the
judicious and unprejudiced,® ¢ whether the
¢ temperate diet, regular courfe of life, and
¢ excellent climate [of Spain] where So-
¢ lano practifed, might not contribute to
¢ render difeafes more fimple, and their
¢ crifes more regular, than they are found
¢ under the contrary circamftances’. But
- wheever will be at the trouble of perufing
his chapter on crifes, in which are con-
tained feveral excellent obfervations, will,
I apprehend, difcover, notwithftanding
this curfory remark on Solano, that the
former quotation contained Dr. Nihell’s
fettled opinion, and that this opinion is, '
in general, the true one.

Should thefe fheets fall into his hands,
thefe hints will, I hope, excite him, on

T P — S ——— - T T M, e

* Treatile, pace 12.
this
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this revival of the fubject, to add to the
important fervice he has done to medicine,
a ftill farther explanation of the matters
contained in his treatife; as, from the ad-
vantage he has had of being acquainted
with Solano, and his writings, and from
his own experience added thereto, he muft,
without doubt, be the beft expofitor of
the doctrines, advanced both by Solano
and himfelf.

I fhall detain the reader no longer by
way of introductien, than juft, in a few
words, to premife to him the general plan
of thiseflfay; which is much the fame with
refpect to Dr. Nihell’s treatife, from which
my firft hints were taken, as his was with
regard to Solano’s, which gave rife to Dr.

Nihell’'s==viz. I fhall,

Firft, Give Solano’s Rules of prognof-
tication from the intermitting pulfe, as laid
down by Dr. Nihell.

Secondly, INserT, from him, fome
felect cafes of diarrheeas prognofticated
from
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from this pulfe, by Solano, Himfelf, and
others. |

Thirdly, ReciTE fome cafes, feven in
number, which have occurred within my

own practice, with a remarkable one com-
municated by a Friend.

And Laftly, App a few practical re-
marks on the whole.

£ AP,
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Containing Solano’s rules of prog-
- noflication from the inter mitting

pulfe”,

Raodd Low - Bhp ks
; HE intermitting pulfe 1s a certain
¢ fign of a critical diarrhcea, and

¢ becomes a mortal one, then only, when
¢ the”firength requifite to perform the
¢ crifis fails.’

¢ This too general propofition,” fays Dr.
Nihell in a note, ¢ fhall be confined to
¢ its proper limits in the fecond part of
¢ this work.’

* Dr, Nihell's treatife, page 5, et feq. -
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| Ay

¢ The length of time {pent in the in-
termifflion, denotes the quantity of mat-
ter which is to flow by the diarrhcea,
or the number of {tools. An intermiflion
of one diaftole, or in which one diaftole
alone is mifling, points out a {mall eva-
cuation, or few ftools. That which takes
up the fpace of two diaftoles, fignifies
an abundant evacuation, or many f{tools.
And laftly, that which takes up the time
of two diaftoles and an half, the longeft
intermiffion Solano has™ obferved, de-
notes a very abundant evacuation, or a
¢ greater number of ftools.

¢ As the various frequency of the pulfe
in different perfons, and in the fame
perfon at different times, allows no fixed
meafure of interval between each pul-
fation, it is to be prefumed, that Dr.
Solano, tho’ he never gave any expla-
nation of this matter, underftood in the

preceding article, that meafure of inter-
2 ¢ val
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val which the regular pulfations, between
the intermiffions, bear the one to the
other in every patient.

I1I.

¢ A tenfion of the artery, joined to the
intermitting pulfe, is a certain fign of

a critical vomiting, fuperadded to the
diarrheea.

IV.

¢ A greater or lefs tenfion of the artery,
denotes a rgreater or lefs evacuation by
vomiting, more or fewer efforts to vomit.
The length of the intermiffion fimply
relates to the quantity of the conjoint
diarrheea, or the number of ftools.

IF

V.

¢ The do&or has never obferved a fim-
ple crifis by vomiting without a diarrheea,
~or, confequently, whether fuch a crifis
‘has' any particular fign, unknown to
¢ the antients.

¥
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VL.

¢ A foftnefs of the artery, joined with
the intermiffion, is a certain fign of a
crifis by urine with the diarrhcea; and
the greater or lefs quantity of excretion
by urine is denoted, by a greater orlefs’
degree of foftnefs in the artery.

VIL

¢ Dr. Solano has not obferved a fimple
crifis by wurine, without the complication
-of a diarrheea in fome degree, and was
' not acquainted with any fign of fuch a
¢ crifis.” |

To compleat Solano’s rules of prog-
noftication from the intermitting pullfe,
there muft be added, and applied thereto,
the following rules concerning the pulfus
dicrotus, or rebounding pulfe, which are
made common to all the critical pulfes.
If, therefore, the word sntermitting is fub-
ftituted for rebounding, and diarrbea for
F 2 bemorrhage
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bamorrbage, Solano’s meaning will, I
fuppofe, be obvious.

Rucre IL* Imrzcerﬂfng the rebounding pulfe.

¢ When the rebounding pulfe appears
¢ at or about every thirtieth pulfation,

¢« the hamorrhage commonly follows in
¢ four days after, fomewhat fooner, or
¢ {omewhat later. When 1t recurs at
¢ every fixteenth pulfation, the hamor-
¢ thage fupervenes in three days. W}}en
¢« it is obferved at every eighth pul-
¢ fation, the hezmorrhage is to enfue in
two days, or in two days and an half.,
Laftly, when it recurs at every fourth,
third, or fecond pulfation, or is conti-
nual, the hemorrhage is to be expected
in twenty four hours—Therefore, in
general, the fhorter the periods of pul-
fation, at which the rebounding recurs,
¢ the nearer the hemorrhage.’

"

L .1 L] Lot o] L]

® Treatife, page 2, et feq.

11
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II1.

¢ Sometimes nature runs regularly
through all the fore-mentioned progref-
fions of the critical pulfe, from its firft °
appearance at every thirtieth, down to
every fingle pulfation, by which the
hamorrhage is forefeen gradually approa-
ching in the fame degree. She {fome-
times inordinately haftens or delays the
hzmorrhage ; and then the rebounding
of the pulfe recurs with more or lefs
frequency in the {fame proportion. - And
when this returns in variable thifting pe-
riods, the time at which the hemorrhage
is to happen, cannot be exa&ly deter-
mined, |

¢ Note, what has been obferved of the

rebounding pulfe, in the two laft articles,
with refpect to the various periods of pul-
fation, at which it recurs;” and of the
diftance or proximity of the crifis, there-
by fignified, is to be underftood of the
other critical pulfes, without any farther

¢ remark
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remark on this head, under each of thefe
pulfes in particular,

VI.

- ¢ According as the blood flows, the re-
bounding of the artery gradually flackens,
until it entirely difappears foon after the
crifis; and this gradual remiﬂ’li:in of the
rebounding, is the fign of an 1mmedlately
prt:cedmg hemorrhage.

¢ This remark is alfo to be ﬁpﬁiied mu-,
tatis mutandis, to the pulfes, wh;ch de-
¢ note the other crifes,

VII,

¢ If after the hemorrhage, the reboun-
* ding of the pulfe fhould continue, or
appear again, it denotes another crifis
of the fame kind, according to the above

¢ mentioned rules’,

¢ This alfo is to be apphed to the other
critical pulfcs -

T'uese are the principal rules, relating,
or applicable, to the intermitting pulfe.
In
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In chap. iv. fe&. L. of Dr. Nihell’s treatife,
there are indeed fome remarks on the
critical pulfes in general, which may be
applied to this pulfe; but, after having
tranfcribed the foregoing rules, thofe do
not feem of confideration enough to be ad-
ded. What I have extra&ed, {uffice to
{hew, what were Solano’s dotrines concer-
ning this critical fign. How far they are
to be depended upon, muft be determined
by obfervation and experience. It was
from thefe they were deduced, tho’ the
conclufions may be too general, as itis Dr,
Nihell’s opinion that they were; for thus,
on the general {ubje, he clofes the laft
mentioned fection and chapter. ¢ Such
are the rules for the prognoftication of
crifes by the pulfe, deduced by Dr. So-
lano from a long courfe of obfervation.
That he was really {upported therein, by
a great number of authentic and extraor-
dinary facts, will appear, beyond all doubt,
in the following pages. - But, convineed
from my own experience, that his infe-
rences are too large and extenfive, I
* deliver this fyftem merely as an hiftorian,

¢ that
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that it ‘'may plainly appear how far the
doéor has fucceeded, and how far he
has been miftaken. However, it muft
be acknowledged that he practifed in
places, where a temperate diet, an uni-
form courfe of life, and an excellent
climate concur to render diftempers more
fimple, and their crifes more regular,
than they are found to be under the
contrary circumftances. And what al-
lowances may be made to the doltor,
on this account, I leave to the judgment
of the judicious and unprejudiced. Be
the fate of his rules of prognoftication
what it will, the fatts alledged by him
are of a quite different nature; prior
to, and independent of, the confequences
hedrew from them, and cannof be affeéted
by any miftake in his fubfequent reafon-
ing. The {fubftance of his obfervations,
to which I now proceed, {till remains
in its full force and authenticnefs; and,
I dare fay, are fuch as muft naturally
excite our curiofity, fix our attention,
and urge s to a farther purfuit of this
matter.’ '

In
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~ In confirmation of the general affer«
tions, in favour of Solano, in the prece-
ding quotation, Dr. Nihell, in the next
fection of his work, produces feveral re-
markable obfervations of crifes prognofti-
cated from the three critical pulfes, the
pulfus dicrotus, the pulfus inciduus, and
the intermitting pulfe. For the two for-
mer the reader is referred to his treatife,
and, for the latter, to the fucceeding chap-
ter.

ROICKAGICIICIOIGIGIORIOIIOIIORIIOR

e - 0 el 18

Containing [everal [eleét obfervations of diar-
rheeas, prognoflicated from, or connefted
with, the intermitting pulfe, by Dr. So-

 lano, Dr. Nibell, and others. Extratted
from Dr. Nibell's treatife, and abbre-

viated.

OpservATION L. See treatife, page 26.

N a confultation between Dr. Solano and
two other phyficians, they all obferved
in 2 gent}emanj their patient, an unequal,
G intermitting
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intermitting, inordinate pulfe. Solano faid,
that next morning early, the patient would
feel a great uneafinefs, with fuch an al-
teration in his body, that the attendants
would judge him in the agonies of death ;
but th#t all this tumult would be allayed
by three or four ftools. The two other
phyficians gave no credit to this prognofti-
cation, attributing the diforder to caufes
quite different from what Solano fuggefted.
But they were ftrangely aftonithed at the
completion, for, atthe time prefixed, {uch
was the anxiety of the patient, that the
whole family was alarmed, and thought
him really dying; yet haviog foon had
three or four ftools, he almoft entirely re-
covered. The fame happened to him the
next day, but in lefs quantity, and with-
out any uneafinels, juft as Solano had prog-
nofticated.

OsservaTion II.  Treatife, page 26.

In another patient, a Francifcan in a
convent, was obferved an unequal, inter-
mitting pulfe, in the exacerbation of a

fever,
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fever. Solano, in the prefence of two
phyficians, and other reputable perfons,
abruptly faid, ¢ The patient had no oc-
¢ cafion for any remedy, for, after mid-
¢ night, the fever would terminate by an
¢ abundant diarrhcea;” which happened,
as he had foretold, and they all faw the
patient next day in perfet health.

OzrservaTioN III.  Treatife, page 27.

The phyfician, who attefts the two
preceding cafes, having obferved, in an-
other patient in the convent, who lay fick
of a fever and great uneafinefs, an inter-
mitting pulfe, recurring at the fecond and
third pulfation, told Dr. Solano, that if,
in this patient, his prediction was verified,
he fhould acknowledge himfelf fully con-
vinced of the certainty of his obfervations,
Solano accepted the propofal, and faid,
that the patient would very foon have a
moft violent commotion of the belly,
Within two hours he felt fuch a vehe-
ment tumult, and rumbling in the inte{-
tines, with an eruption of wind fo ex-

5 7 ceflive,
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cefiive, that he thought he fhould expell
his very bowels ; to this fucceeded a facal
ftool, after which the patient grew eafy.
The next morning, Solano, perceiving fome
remains of the intermifiion in the pulfe, or-
dered a clyfler to- facilitate the motion of
the belly, whereon the intermiffion of the
pulfe, and the fever ceafed, which equally
furprized the phyfician, the guardian of
the convent, the furgeon to the Order, and
a great many others,

OpservAaTION IV. Treatife, page 28.

An old lady of a cachectic habit of body,
with obftructions, labouring under fome
cares and uneafine(s of mind, having from
an hypochondriac affetion fallen into a
malignant fever, with a vomiting up of all
nourithment and remedies, a fuppreffion
of urine, and aftrition of the belly, was
attended by Dr. Solano and two. other
phyficians in confultation. They all agreed
the cafe was mortal.* Solano, by the in-

termittin g

* Thiscafe is but imperfeélly related—Did Solano,
among the reft, agree the diffemper was mortal, or

did
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termitting pulfe, prognofticated that the pa-
tient would have, the night following, two
or three large ftools, which happened ac-
cordingly, between eight and nine that night.
Two days after in the evening, fays the
phyfician who attefts this cafe, I called to
fee the patient, and finding an intermiffion
of the pulfe, between every third and fourth

pulfation, I prognofticated a loofenefs for
the next day.

The next morning, the patient had two
large ftools, and voided a worm of a quar-
ter of a yard long.

OsservaTion V. Treatife, page 29, j0.

In my attendance, fays a phyfician, ona
patient who lay fick of a burning fever, af-
ter the ufe of proper remedies, on the ninth

did it prove fo ? for it is not exprefsly faid what that
event was. Compared with other cafes, in which the
crifis was falutary, one fhould imagine this was fo.

The connexion, however, between the fign and the
evacuation, is obvious.

day,
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day, I obferved a regular* intermiffion of
the pulfe. As I felt it with extraordinary
attention, a perfon who was prefent, faid,
¢ Doctor, you feem to apprehend the pa-
¢ tient in danger : I really do, tho’no phy-
¢ fician, for his pulfe ftops’. I anfwered,
I both felt the intermiffion and forefaw the
danger; that the former was a mortal
fign, and all farther applications of remedies
ufelefs. However, I returned next day to
{fee the patient, and found the intermifiion
more manifeft, and more frequent ; and thus
it continued till the day following. Then,
a diarrhcea fupervened, whereon the inter-
miffion difappeared, and the patient was
relieved. He foon after recovered per-
fectly, by a critica] abfcefs of one of the pa-
rotids ¥.

* We are not told, in this cafe, at what periods this
regular intermiffion recurred. The event, however,
confirms, in general, Solano’s obfervations,

1 It isprobable, if this patient had been purged early,
this abfcefs had not happened.
OBSERVATION
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OpservAaTION VI. Treatife, page 30, 31.

The fame phyfician relates, that he vifi-
ted a lady in a fever, who had been defpaired
of by another phyfician. That he found
her in a lethargy, with an intermitting,
weak, and low pulfe. He confirmed the
other phyfician’s prognoftic, and refufed to
prefcribe—But, overcome by the importu-
nity of one prefent, he ordered fome digef-
tives, ftomachics, and cephalics. The
intermiffion continued, and a fymptomatical
diarrheea fupervened, which was carrying
off the patient: but, by the addition of fome
aftringents tothe above-mentioned remedies,
the loofenefs and fever ceafed—The inter-
miffion difappeared-- An imminent apoplexy

was prevented, and the patient recovered,
to the furprife of every body.

Dr. Nihell’s note on this cafe {feems not
il]l founded.

¢ Tho’ the doctor, fays he, calls this a
¢ [ymptomatical-diarrhcea, it really appears
§ to have been, in all rigour, ¢ritical.  For

7 . ¢ an
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¢ an evacuation, the moft exquifitely calcu~
¢ lated to remove the caufe of a diftemper,
* may become pernicious by an accidental
¢ co-incidence with an extreme weaknefs,
¢ which cannot admit of any large fub-
¢ firaction of fluids, withouta total relax-
¢ ation or collapfus of the veflels. Such
¢ wasthe cafe in the preceding obfervation.
¢ The crifis was performed. The doltor
¢ happily preferved the proper balance, be-
¢ tween the quantity of the evacuation, and
¢ the ftrength of the patient. He thereby
¢ maintained her flecting fpirits, and the
¢ morbid caufe being removed by the crifis,
¢ fhe quickly recovered. I fay this muft
¢ have been the cafe. Whereas, it is evi-
¢ dent, that a few aftringents, to which
¢ the doctor attributes the cure, are neither
¢ medicines adapted to the caufe, or pro-
¢ portioned to the degree of the diftemper,
¢« here mentioned.’

OsservAaTION VII. Treatife, page 31, 32.

In a woman of fixty-fix years of age, ill of
a double tertian fever, with violent {ymp-

toms, the fame phyfician obferved the pulfe
to
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to intermit at the feventh pulfation, and
abftained from all remedies, expeting,
according to Solano’s obfervations, a cri-
tical diarrheea:  The intermififion conti-
nued three days, and then ceafed, with-
out the leaft diarrhea. On enquiry into
the patient’s regimen, it was difcovered,
that, on the days above-mentioned, fhe
had eaten boiled quinces, and applied, to
the ftomach and abdomen, a poultice of
quinces; wormwood, and bacon. The
do&or ordered thefe remedies to be re-
moved, the patient’s diet to be changed;
and inciding; attenuating, and laxative
medicines to be adminiftered, to counter-
ballance the condenfing effe¢t of the for-
mer remedies. 'The humours being there-
by thinned, and the folids reduced to their
former laxity, the intermiffion of the pulfe
appeared again, and twenty-four hours
after, the diarrheea, which, in fome mea-
fure, relieved the patient. But finding
this was not a compleat crifis, the doctor
ordered her a {light decoction of tamarinds,
by which fhe had two moderate ftools—

H. But,
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But, notwithftanding all his care, fhe
grew worfe by degrees, and at laft died.

The feven foregoing cafes appear to
be fele&ted by Dr. Nihell, from Solanco’s
book; but, in the fecond part of his trea-
tife, the dofor gives us {ome, to which
he was either himfelf witnefs, or which
were communicated to him by his friends.
Thefe too feem to be feleted from a great-
er number. I have chofen from them,
fuch as I thought moft important, and
have omitted fome, which, though illuf-
trative of the obfervations on this pulfe,
yet feemed not material enough to be tran{-
cribed. Thofe I have inferted, are, in

like manner with the preceding, abbrevi-
ated.

OsservaTion VIII. Treatife, page 128.

A man of a robuft conftitution, flefhy,
firm habit of body, and about the age of
forty, died February 5, 1738, in one of
the hofpitals of Cadiz, after labouring fix-
teen days under an acute fever, attended

with
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with thirft, a hard pulfe, moift cough,
and very intenfe pains in the right @nd
fuperior part of the thorax, fo that he
could not lie down in his bed. He was
blooded twice, and cupped, and relieved
thereby. On the roth day of his diftem=
per, his pulfe became low, unequal, and
intermitting, at almoft every pulfation.

This is the fubftance of the account,
which the phyfician of the hofpital gave
to Dr. Nihell, who fays, that on the 28th
of January, he was advifed of the ftate of
the patient, and vifited him-——That he
found the pulfe regularly intermitting at
every fecond and third diaftole, and thus
it continued till the sth of February, on
which day, after a fhort agony, he died.
From the 28th of January, to the day
laft mentioned, he had a flight loofenefs,
gripings, a rumbling in the inteftines, and
eruption of wind downwards,

The few laft days the patient complained
of a palpitation, and the day before he
died, examining the region of the heart,

H 2 the
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the do&or felt, at each infpiration, a motion
fomewhat like the air in an emphyfemna,
or like phlegm in the trachea. On which
he concluded, there was an extravafation
of fome fluid in the cavity of the thorax,
or in the pericardjum.

| On opening of the body, there was
found an almoft general {uppuration of the
parts contained in the thorax; from whence
plainly appeared the caufes of the inter-
miflion of the pulfe, and that a falutary
crifis was not to be expeted. Though
even in this cafe, the connexion between
the intermitting pulfe and the critical mo-
tions 1s, in fome degree, evinced. The
account of the diffe@ion is curious, but
too long to be here tranfcribed.

Dr. Nihell concludes this hiftary with
an obfervation, which no practitioner fhould,
in thefe kind of cafes, ever lofe fight of :
¢ That it is manifeft, with what brifk-
¢ nefs and vigour the progrefs of internal
¢ inflammations is to be oppofed, and, of
¢ conicquence, how greatly the event of

o acute
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acute, inflammatory difeafes, depends
¢ upon the methods made ufe of in their
very beginnings; for when the inflam-
-matiqn'riﬁ-‘:s to a certain pitch, not all
the power of medicine can prevent 2
fuppuration, nor the combined know-
ledge of the whole faculty, anfwer for
the confequence of this, when once
formed.,”

v

OsservAaTION IX. Treatife, page 134.

O&, 14, 1738, when Dr. Nihell was
in Antequera, a boy of eleven years of age,
after an excefs in eating fruit, fell fick of
a quartan ague. At nine next morning,
his phyfician obferved the pulfe to intermit,
for the fpace of a common diaftole, after
every pulfation, and fent to give Dr. Ni-
hell notice of it. He vifited the patient
at ten, who, in the mean time, had four
ftools. The intermiflion was then lefs
frequent, and decreafing, and it continued
irregular, and fhifting all the reft of the
day—From ten to twelve, he had three
ineffcCiual urgings to ftool,

The
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The pulfe continued in much the fame
irregular ftate for the three days following,
with a flight loofenefs, efforts to go to
ftool, wind, and rumbling in the guts by
iptervals.  The patient was purged the
fourth day, and vomited a worm five in-
ches long. The intermiffions and ftools
became thercon yet lefs frequent, and with-
out any efforts, wind, or rumbling in the
inteftines, till the 22d of O&ober in the
evening. Then the intermiffions regularly
recurred, at one or the other of the fol-
following periods of pulfation; and moved
for fome time in the fame period, before
it paffed into another—Thefe periods were,
every fecond, third, fifth, eighth, tenth,
or eleventh diaftole. On this greater re-
gularity of the intermiffion, tho’ not fuch
as is required by Solano’s rules, the doctor
ventured to prognofticate a diarrhcea—Ac-
cordingly, in the courfe of the night, the
patient had three or four ftools,

The intermiffions became again lefs
frequent, and fhifting, and the belly more
tight,



(563
tight, till both the one and the other came
gradually to the natural ftate.

OsservaTION X. Treatife, page 130.

Laft week, fays a correfpondent of Dr.
Nihell’s, a phyfician of Antequera, vifiting
a patient with another phyfician, we found
her in an acute fever, with an intermitting
pulfe, in the degree which denotes a diar-
rheea, within the {pace of twenty four hours.
The other phyfician was for bleeding the
patient, but deferred this remedy in ex-
pe&tation of the diarrhcea. The next day
we were furprized to find the intermitting
pulfe had difappeared, and ourfelves difap-
pointed in our hopes of the diarrheea, On
examining the patient, the told us that, fince
our laft vifit, her menftrua had broke out,
and ftill continued. 'We reafoned varioufly
on this accident, but prefcribed no reme-
dies under fo critical circamf{tances. After
two days the intermiffion returned, and
was followed by fix or feven ftools.

OBSERVATION
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OssirvarTion XI. Treatife, page 137.

Dr. Chriftopher Solano, foon after his
father’s death, communicated an obfervation
exalltly like the foregoing one, in all its eflen-
tial circumftances. The intermitting pulfe
appeared, in an acute fever, after two
blood-lettings, and a purge; it ceafed on
the eruption of the menftrua, and returned
when thefe were over, and was this laft
time attended with a critical diarrhcea.

OsservaTionN XII.  Treatife, page 137.

Among other obfervations concerning
Solano’s difcovery, fays a correfpondent to
Dr. Nihell, the following cafe, which we
have yet in our hands, will, we hope,
prove agreeable to you. A man of fixty
years of age, fell ill of a double tertian
ague, attended with the intermitting pulfe,
but with this particular circumftance, that
it accompanied only one of the two diftin&t
fits this agne was compofed of; following
regularly that with which it began, with-
out ever once appearing in the other during
the whole courfe of the ague. This intera
| miflion
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miffioh of the pulfe recurred at the third,
fourth, and fixth pulfation: It was {light,
and regularly brought with it a diarsheea ;
by the means of which alone, the pa-
' roxyfm it accompanied has almoft entirely
difappeared, and the other, which from the
beginning was the more violent of the two,
is now very much diminifhed.

How regular, how fteady, how ftriking,
fays Dr Nihell very juftly, are the motions
of nature in thefe three laft obfervations!

The phyfician, who communicated the
laft obfervation, likewife informs him,
that he has obferved fome cafes of the in-
termitting pulfe in which no diarrhcea ap-
peared, but, in its ftead, a great tumult and
murmuring in the belly, with an expulfion

of wind by the anus.

He communicates alfo an obfervation of a
malignant inflammatory fever, then under
cure, in which appeared fucceflively three
different crifes, the one by {fweat, the other by

ftool, and the third by an hemorrhage of the
" I nofea
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nofe, each previoufly indicated by its re-
fpective pulfe, and the patient was better.

w®

Of this latter kind there is a remarkable
inftance, in Dr. Nihell’s treatife, which fell
under the obfervation of another phyfician :
And, of the former he mentions feveral,
which occurred within his own *.

C'Hawn P11k

Containing fome obfervations on the inter-
mitting pulfe, which bave occurred within
my own practtice, with a remarkable cafe
communicated by a friend.

OBSERVATION:LE

IN September 1743, I was one evening
fent for from Hammer{fmith, where I

then practifed, to a farmer in a neigh-

* For thefe obfervations, fee Nihell’s treatife,
page 36 and 575 and art. III. on the rebounding pulfe,

page IF. |
bouring
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bouring village, about twenty-five years
of age. 1 was informed, that he had
been ill fome days; that he had fallen
into the Thames, and was, the day after,
{eized with a fhivering, fucceeded by great
febrile heat, which was followed by par-
tial irregular {weats; the ufual fteps, by
which almoft all acute fevers approach
and proceed, and which are too often haf-
tily determined to be an ague, efpecially
if the original fymptoms, ceafing for a
time, return again. This was the cafe
here; for, after the diftemper had been
treated, three or four days, with warm dia-
phoretics, and remiffions and exacerbations
had alternately fucceeded each other, the
cortex, without any previous evacuation,
had been liberally adminiftered. The re-
miffions returned no more. The fever
became continual. A fort of ftupor fuc-
ceeded, changing, by ftarts, into a flight
delirium. In this fituation was the patient,
when I firft faw him. His tongue alfo
was white; fome thirft attended, and his
urine was high coloured. The pulfe was
full and labouring, and intermitted va-

I 2 rioufly,
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rioufly, from every third pulfation to the
fixteenth ; which were the extremes on
either fide, during the fpace of about half
an hour that T fat feeling it. I enquired
into the ftate of the inteftines, and was
informed, that they had been conftipated,
fince the ufe of the cortex; and perceiving,
when I felt, a tenfion of the belly, and
the patient acquainting me, that he had
fome {light gripings; encouraged by thefe
figns, and relying on the rules, laid down
in Dr. Nihell’s treatife, juft then, from a
late perufal, warm in my memory, * ¢ That
¢ the thorter the periods of pulfation were,
¢ at which the critical pulfes recur, the
¢ nearer the evacuation prefaged was at
¢ hand;” I ventured to predict to the by-
ftanders, that the patient would have
fome ftools in a few hours time: And,
that the event might neither be interrupted
by, or the accomplithment charged on the

* See Rule II. on the rebounding pulfe, made
common to the other critical pulfes, page 36 of this
eflay.

medicines
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medicines I prefcribed, I forbad the admi-
niftration of any, till three or four in the
morning, it being now about nine at night.
But in order to affift nature in promoting
the expected dilcharge, I direCted that the
patient {hould drink, by intervals, fome
{mall draughts of thin gruel or barley
water.

At nine the next morning I vifited him,
and had the f{atisfaction of being informed,
that, in about three hours after I left him
the preceding night, he had a purging ftool,
and, in the {pace of two hours, three more ;
after which he flept near four hours.
There remained now not the leaft inter-
miffion in the pulfe, and the other {ymp-
toms were alleviated.

Had I now, excited by curiofity, attended
altogether upon nature’s proceedings, it
is probable the intermiffion of the pulfe
would have returned again, and ceafed
on -the recurring of thediarrhcea¥*:

But

¥
- a e o

* Inftances of this alternate fucceflion are to be
found among the preceding obfervations in chap. IL
and
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But, confidering that the patient was
a plethoric young man; that no ar-
tificial evacuations had been ufed; and
that nature, befides, had been, probably,
interrupted in her endeavours towards a
cure, by the improper, tho’, without
doubt, well intended adminiftration of the
cortex, I thought it neither prudent, nor
juft, to truft the cure to nature’s manage-
ment alone, on the credit of this partial
crifis; which method, Iapprehended, might,
at leaft, prolong the illnefs. For thefe
reafons, therefore, and agreeably to the
pradtice I thould have followed in this cafe,
had no intermiffion of the pulfe appeared,
I directed bleeding to about the quantity
of ten ounces, and prefcribed fome laxative
medicines, with the purging waters. Thefe
remedies were continued a few days, and
the patient recovered, without any return of
the intermiflion of the pulfe, or of his ri-

and an intimation, that it is to be expected, is given in
the VlIIth article, on the rebounding pulfe, made
common to the other pulfes; fee page 38 of this
eflay, :

gors,




(63)

gors, and without any occafion to have
recourfe to the cortex.

S s BV ASTRNENIN T

A man about fifty years of age, fhort of
ftature, of a hale conftitution, and ruddy
complexion, was feized in the month of
Auguft 1744, with anacute fever, in the
courfe of which, he had been three times
blooded, had taken fome laxative, and other
cooling remedies, with diluting drinks,
The fymptoms were pretty much abated,
but ftill fome fever remained—Vifiting him
one evening, about eight o’ clock, I per-
ceived an intermifiion in his pulfe, recurring
at different periods, from the fixth to the
twentieth pulfation. I had not obferved
in him this pulfe before, nor had his apo-
thecary, who vifited him more frequently
than myfelf, taken any notice of it; fo,
probably, this was the firft day of its ap-
pearance, as he was vifited by us both every
day. I prefcribed a draught with half a
drachm of pulv. rhei, to be taken immedi-
ately, and defired the apothecary, to let
his affiftant vifit the patient, early in the
morning, to obferve the ftate of his pulfe.

I
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I vifited him, myfelf, about nine nesxt
morning, and was informed by this perfon,
that he faw him at fix——That his pulfe had,
then, variable intermifilons, from the third
to the eighth pulfation, which it-did not
exceed : before this hour of fix, from the
time of taking the draught, with the pulv.
rhei, the preceding night, he had not had
one {tool : But, between the hours of fix
and nine this morning, he had purged three
times. His pulfe, when now I felt it, was
regular, and free from intermiffion. I
perfilted in the ufe of laxative reme-
dies, intermingled with temperate cordials,
which, I think, are neceffary, while a cure is
conduéted by evacuations of this fort, asis,
likewife, a fomewhat generous diet, and the
patient {foon recovered, the intermifiionof the
pulfe returning no more. There bappened,
in this patient’s cafe, at the latter part of his
illnefs, an occurrence, which feems worth
relating. I had preferibed one evening a
purging infufion, for the next morning, of
fena, tamarind, and manna About fix

hours after this medicine was taken, I vi-
3 fited
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fited him, and found him in a profufe {weat,
which he had gone into, within an hour after
taking the purging draught, which had not
moved him once by ftool, tho’ he was eafi-
ly purged before ; nor did it operate in the
leaft afterwards. Whether this {weat was
occafioned by the medicine entering the
la&eals, inftead of ftimulating the inteftines,
or was a critical {fweat, which it }night be
fortunate that the purge did not interrupt,
I do not take upon me to determine; but
the event feems fomewhat extraordinary.

OBSERVATION Il

A fervant maid, about forty years of age,
of a full make, and fanguine habit, was
feized with a fhivering, fucceeded by great
heat, and attended with violent pains in
the back and loins, and fome reachings to
vomit. She had been ill about a week,
when I firft vifited her. Her tongue was
white, and her urine of a dark coffee colour,
like that, fometimes made in a- nephritis.
Her pulfe was much opprefled, and inter-
mitted frequently, but at irregular periods.

K Before
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Before I faw her, the cafe had been treated
with cordials, and a general warm regimen,
Both bleeding, and purging, had been ftrictly
avoided, from an opinion, as the family
informed me, that her pains and reachings
were hifterical, and her general diftemper
a nervous fever ; a term, I doubt, frequently
ufed without any fettled meaning. I di-
reéted that ten ounces of blood thould be ta-
ken away immediately, not terrified by the
intermiffion and oppreflion of her pulfe,
which I judged were occafioned by a pleni-
tude of the blood-veficls, as well as by a
colleCtion of impure humours in the firft
paflages. 'The blood appeared inftantly
fizey. I changed the whole regimen, -and
prefcribed fome laxative remedies.

The next morning, finding that thefe
medicines had not operated, and that the
intermiffiod of the pulfe ftill continued, I
direted a purging infufion of fol. fenz, et
manna, to be taken immediately, In the
evening I vifited her again: the purging
medicine, contrary to my expectation, had
moved her near twenty times, and yet, as

the
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the patient herfelf informed me, fhe was
in better f{pirits during the operation than
before, and the intermiffion of the pulfe
totally difappeared. But as the purging
medicine had operated fo liberally, I
thought it right to prefcribe for her an ano-
dyne, going to reft.

The next day the patient had no ftool,
and the pulfe again intermitted. I direGted a
draught, with pulv.rhei gr.xxv, to be takenin
the evening at bed-time. The next morning
at eleven, I vifited her. The medicine had
moved her four times fince the evening be-
fore, and the intermiflion of the pulfe again
difappeared. The day following, fhe com-
plained of fome ficknefs at her ftomach,
and the pulfe again intermitted, irregularly.
I prefcribed an emetic of the pulv. ipeca-
cuanhe, and the draught, with puly. rhei,
every other night, for a few times. The
emetic operated well; the pulv. rhei
kept her body duly open. The inter-
miffion of the pulfe returned no more ; and
fhe foon recovered a good ftate of health.

K 2 Q B-
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OBSERVATION IV,

This cafe was attended conftantly, from
the 2oth of April 1752, by Dr. Macaulay

and myfelf; and by Dr. Hunter, and Mr.
Torr, occafionally with us.

Mr. N. Page, fteward of the Britith
Lying-in Hofpital, in Brownlow fireet,
aged about fixty four years, and of a full
habit of body, was attacked, in the begin-
ning of February 1752, with rheumatic
pains in his. knee, and other parts, for
which he was twice blooded, took fome
mercurial purges, and grew better. About
the beginning of April following, he was
much {ubject to faintnefs, and partial {fweats,
frequently recurring, and attended with a
difficulty of breathing; which {ymptoms
prevailed, at times, to about the 2oth of
that month, when he took cold, and his
complaints were in general increafed—On
the 22d, ten ounces of blood were drawn
from his arm, and his breathing became
more free.

On
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On Thurfday the 23d at noon, we
firlt obferved a very irregular, interrupted
pulfe, with an intermifiion, for the moft
part, at every third or fourth pulfation,
rarely paffing beyond the eighth—The
intermiflions were alfo various, as to de-
gree and duration; fometimes a compl:&at
ftroke was wanting ; fometimes lefs. The
vibrations of the artery, between the inter~
miffions, were- fometimes tremulous and
undulating ; fometimes diftin&, full, and
labouring ; generally  the latter. The
{weats, with a remarkable faintnefs, likewife
continued. He had this morning taken
a purging infufion of fol. fenw, &c. which
had yet operated but little.  He was di-
rected to take, between whiles, fome vola-
tile drops, if very faint. The fucceeding
night he pafled unquietly.

On Friday, the 24th, at noon we vifited
him, and finding the intermifiion of the
pulfe, and the other fymptoms, much the
fame, and that the purging medicine, taken

vefterday,
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yefterday, had operated no more, we
prefcribed the following cathartic pills,

R. pil. ex colocynth. cum aloe. zfs.
merc. dulc. fublimat. gr. xij. M. f. pilule
quinque, quamprimum {umendz.

We alfo directed that the following ano-
dyne fhould be in readinefs, and be taken,
in cafe the pills thould operate too much,
and he thould become faint.

R. aq. fontan. Zifs. nuc. mofchat. ziij.
{yr. croc. 3). tinct. thebaic. gr. xx. M.

On Saturday, the 2 sth, at noon we again
vifited him, and were informed, that he
did not take the purging pills, the day be-
fore, till four in the afternoon; that they
did not begin to move him before ten at
night, and, from that time, gave four
ftools in the fpace of two hours; after
which he had a quiet night, fleeping well,
and without the anodyne. Whether the
intermiffion of the pulfe left him after
thofe ftools, we do not know, as he could

give
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give no account of it himfelf. In the mor-
ning of thisday, about feven, he arofe, think-
ing himfelf well enough to go abroad about
fome bufinefs; but finding himfelf faint,
he altered his intention; and, imagining
the anodyne draught he had by him was
intended only as a common cordial, he
took about two thirds of it. The fymp-
toms, when we faw him, at this our
vifit, were much the fame as the day be-
fore, except being accompanied with fluth-
ing heats on the left fide of his face, left
leg, and left arm. The pulfe intermitted
alike in both arms, as it had all along done
before. It was now full and labouring,
and attended with fome palpitations of the
heart, which, though a {ymptom one
might generally expect, we had not taken
notice of before, nor have I obferved it
a conftant attendant on the intermitting

pulfe.

Judging that the prefent fymptoms might
arife from plenitude and obftruction of the
blood-vefiels, as well as a faburra of the
prim viz, as Dr. Nihell exprefles it, we

directed
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directed that nine ounces of blood fhould be
immediately taken from thearm, the rather
too, as it was our defign to order him an
emetic. His pulfe was freer while he was
bleeding, till we had drawn off about feven
ounces, when he grew faint. We defifted,
and he foon revived. We prefcribed the
following emetic.

&. Vin. 1pecacuanh:f: Zifs, nxymel feillit. |
5:13 M. f. potio, cum regimine, quam-
primum fumenda.

This operated moderately. In the even-
ing at feven, we found the intermifiion
of the pulfe very frequent, the fluthing
heats and faintnefs ftill returning by inter-
vals—~We prefcribed as follows,

R. pulv. rhei 3fs. fal. abfynth. gr. v. aq.
purz %jfs nuc. mofchat. ziij. {yr. caryoph.
zj.. M. f. hauftus hora fomni {umendus,
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. 4q. ptir® %Zvij. nuc: mofchat. %jfs. conf:
cardiac. zjfs. fyr. croc: giij. Mis=capiat
cochl. iv. fexta quaque horas

We allo directed, that 4 ﬂm‘f‘p epifpaftic
fhould be in readinefs, to be applied in the
night, if he thould be faint; unquiet, or much
troubled with the palpitations; but it was
not applied.

When we vifited him at noon next day,
Sunday the 26th, we found him chearful,
and his pulfe free from intermiffion. We
were informed by him, that he had taken
the draught with pulv. rhei, the night before
at eight o’ clock ; that at nine; he had one
{tool;’ pm‘bzib_ly 4 natural one; as the medi-
cine could fcarcely have aGed {o foon.
Between the hours of nine and eléven, he
had three or four ftools more; then flept
guietly a couple of hours; afterwards had
about the {fame number Df flools; by feveni
in the morning, but flept, in all, three or
four hours in the intermediate thne. We

¥ direéted
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- directed that he fhould take 3fs. of pulv, rhei,
next morning. ,

On Monday, the 27th, at noon, his pulfe
was free from intermiffion. He had refted
well the preceding night, and had a plen-
tiful diaphorefis. We ordered the puly.
rhei, for two or three fucceffive mornings,
which was accordingly taken. The inter-
miffion of the pulfe returned feveral times,
in the courfe of this week, but always ceafed
when he had ftools.

On Saturday, May the 2d, at noon, find-
ing the intermiffion of the pulfe again
upon  him, we directed, that the emetic
thould be repeated. It was: taken next
morning, Sunday, the 3d; operated four
times upwards, but purged downwards
near twenty times, from what caule, we
could not determine. In the evening he
was faint, from the excefs of the operation,
but refted well the following night.

On Monday at noon, May the 4th, there

was no intermiffion of the pulfe, but, for
fome
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fomedays following, itreturned by intervals;
the intermiffion, however, tho’ frequent,
was of fhorter duration than ufual, and the
pulfe retained a good degree of ftrength.
He now complained, that he was troubled
with acid eruations, and that he, now
and then, threw up fome {poonfuls of acid
phlegm ; which complaints continuing up-
on him, we prefcribed, on Thurfday, May
the 7th, the following abforbent mixture.

K. aq. pure zxiv. nuc. mofchat. %ij. teft.
oftreor. pp. %j. fach. alb, siij, M.=Capiat
cochl. quinque ter in die.

We allo directed, that the pulv. rhei
fhould be repeated every morning, for a
few days. ‘The acidities were gradually
correéted; he had moderate ftools, and
the intermiffion of the pulfe by degrees
ceafed. To ftrengthen his ftomach, and
habit in general, we prefcribed the follow-

ing eleCtuary.

R. conf, rof. rub. cort. peruvian. pulv. ana
z{s. fyr. carioph. q.{. f. elect—cujus, bisin die,
12 {umat



( 76 )

fumat q. n. m. fuperbibendo mixt, abfor-
bent. prefcript. edchl. quinque.

He tock this eleGuary a few days, and
was foon reftored to his ufual good flate
of health.

The general direions given him con-
cerning his diet, during this indifpofition,
were, that he might take any food of eafy
digeftion, obferving only a due mode-
ration as to quantity.

The four preceding cafes were put into
the form, in which they now appear, in
the year 1752, fome few alterations only
being made in the expreffion; it having
been my defign, about that time, to have
publithed them. To the laft of thefe cafes,
fome farther obfervations are now to be

added,

The hiftory of this patient’s cafe con-
' cluded about the middle of May 1752,
with obferving, that he foon recovered his

ufual
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ufual good ftate of health. But this re-
eftablithment was not of long duration.
The fucceeding fummer he had indeed no
very capital complaints, The intermiffion of
the pulfe, however, frequently returned:
But, though I kept no minutes of what
accounts he, from time to time, gave, yet
I well remember his declaring often, that
he always found the intermiffions lefs pref-
fing, when he had an open belly. They,
neverthelefs, continued, and even became
habitual, and were gradually attended with
various other complaints, till his death,
which happened in O&ober 1757.

In 1756, about midfummer, he was
difcharged from his office of fteward to
the hofpital, both on account of his ill
ftate of health, and for other reafons,
which rendered his ftay there expenfive
and incommodious. For the laft two or
three years of his life, perhaps longer, he
had indulged himfelf in very plentiful eat-
ing, of flefh chiefly, and that in the eve-
nings, as well as at noon, and had not a
little accuftomed himfelf to drink fpirituous

liquors;
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liquors; ~he was naturally too of a cho-
leric difpofition.

It happened one morning, about four
o'clock, that he was feized with an acute
pain of his ftomach, to which he had been
frequently fubje¢t. He arofe, his wife got
him f{omething to eat, and he drank a glafs
of fome {pirituous liquor, his ufual remedy
on fuch occafions. He went to bed again,
but could not reft; arofe again at fix o’clock,
and took another glafs. ~ He had but bare-
ly got to bed again, when, conceiving fome
fudden ‘difguft, he fell into a paffion,
ftretched himfelf out, gave a figh, and
inftantly expired.

His body was opened, three or four days
after, by Dr. Hunter and his brother, Dr.
Macaulay, and myfelf, being prefent. Here
follow the obfervations, made on the dif-
fection, - as fent to me by Dr. Hunter,

An
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An account of the appearances in opening the
body of Mr. Page.

JT was not opened till the third or fourth
day after he died, fo that putrefa&ion
was fo far advanced, that the fkin was be-
come green, and the veins brown all round
the neck, and the cellular membrane, in
moft places, become emphyfematous.

The whole body, and efpecially the ab-
domen; was loaded with fat.

-The .g@ll-blad&ér’r Tcurit_ﬁined two {mall
gall-ftones of the fize of nutmegs, and a
great number, of {mall angular ones.

- The lungs adhered cmﬁderabiy on the
rlght fide..

The heart was very large and flaccid.
There was fcarce any  liquor pericardii;
but no adhefion of the pericardium to the
heart. |

The
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The heart was fo tender in its fubftancs;
that it could be cruthed with the fin-
gers, like the liver or fpleen. It contained
{carce any blood, and all its valves were in
a natural ftate. |

"There was no cord of coagulated blood,
or polypus, either in the aorta; or in the
pulmonary artery.

The aorta was remarkably empty, and
to the extremity of the iliacs; for it was
not traced farther, In all that courfe, its
coats were very much difeafed; and fo ten<
der, that they were eafily torn with the
fingers. Internally, and through their
{ubftance, they were chequered with white,
and black, parts. 'The white were thick-
ened, raifed up on the inner furface of the
artery, and feemed to be fchirrous. The
black were fhrunk, and hollow internally,
dry, and brittle in their fubftance, as if
mortified.

The
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The coats of the artery feemed, in ge-
heral, to have loft a great part of their na-
tural elafticity.

OBSERVATION V.

- November 15, 1756, in the afternoon,
I was fent for to a young lady at Kenfington,
‘who had been ill fix or feven days of a
fever, which had feized her, after having
been much fatigued with walking. Previ-
oufly to this illnefs, fthe had been much
fubje to coftivenefs. Her firft {ymptoms,
as defcribed to me, were a fhivering, {uc-
ceeded by great heat, acute pains of the
head, and much thirft. She had been
twice blooded; had a blifter applied to
her thoulders, and taken fome medicines
from her apothecary.

The fymptoms, at the time of my vi-
fit, were much oppreflion on the breaft,
and anxiety ; fhe was very thirfty ; her
tongue was white and furred, and fhe
complained of a putrid, bitterifh tafte

M in



( S&) |

in her mouth and throat; her pulfe was
quick, but low, and intermitted at irre-
gular periods, between the third and the
twentieth pulfation, which were the limits,
on either fide, during the fpace of near
half an hour that I examined it; for a
few days paft, but chiefly in the night,
the had had four or five coftive ftools.

As fhe was but of a tender habit of
body, and fomewhat fubject to hifterical
complaints on any reduction of her ftrength,
I was diffident of adminiftring purging re-
medies; nor did I judge it prudent to give
any warm cardiacs, but thought it beft to
attend to the intimations of nature, without
aiming at too much by medicines of efficacy
I therefore only prefcribed for night, and
the following morning, a bolus of pulv. rhei
et nuc. mofch. torref. et coral. rub. cum fyr.
¢ mecon; and the julepum cretaceum,

On the 16th and 17th, the {ymptoms
were much the fame, as on the day I firft
vifited her; fhe had, each night, about the
fame number of ftools, but they were cof-

3 tive,
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tive, and excluded with much pain, and
the pulfe, each day, intermitted in the fame
irregular manner as it had done before.
On thefe days fhe took fome temperate
cordial remedies of conf. cardiac. et pulv,

mntrayerv. comp.

On the 17th, at eleven at night, I was
fent for in hafte to vifit her. I found her in
much hurry of fpirits; her pulfe intermitted
almoft continually, and was weak; and
fhe breathed with difliculty; the had alfo this
evening fome {light hifterical fymptoms.
Induced by thefe appearances, I prefcribed
fome warm alexipharmics with caftor and
volatiles, and directed the application of
two blifters to her legs. |

She paffed the fucceeding night unqui-
etly, and had, the next day, much heat,
with great anxiety, and oppreffion on her
breaft ; her pulfe was quick and low, and
the intermiffion frequent. In the courfe of
the laft night fhe had five motions by ftool.
The laft prefcribed remedies were re-
‘peated,

M 2 On
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On the 1gth, the fever appeared much
heightned ; her thirft was increafed ;
her tongue was dry, rough, and of a
brownith colour ; her pulfe was flill
quick, but yet low, and intermitted in the

fame irregular manner, as it had hitherto
done. '

On weighing all thefe circumftances
together, I began to judge, that thefe
fymptoms were the effect of oppreffion ; and
obftruction ; that, confequently, 1 had
been purfuing an improper method, in trea-
ting the. diftemper with ftimulants; and
that the increafc of the fever was owing to
their too liberal ufe ; that, on the contrary,
I ought to have followed the method,
which nature {eemed to point out, and
which, according to my own doérine, the
intermitting pulfe likewife indicated, viz.
to have promoted the inteftinal difcharge
by laxative glyfters, or gentle purges. I
therefore began gradually to change my
method, omitted the alexipharmics with
caftor, &c. and dire¢ted fome of a more

temperate




(8s5)
temperate kind ; ordered an emollient
glyfter to be injected; and foftning, di-
luting drinks to be taken freely.

On my next day’s vifit, the 20th of No-
vember, I found the fever abated; the
tongue was moifter and not fo brown, nor
was the thirft {o great as on the day before,
and fhe had refted better the laft night, than
for feveral preceding; the glyfter had
produced a plentiful fzcal ftool, which was
fucceeded by a few others, more laxative
than they had hitherto been. The pulfe
ftill intermitted irregularly, but was, as to
ftrength, much as it had been,

On the 22d I vifited her again; fhe had
been reftlefs, the two preceding nights, and
had fweat fomewhat profufely ; but, inftead
of being relieved by thefe {weats, the was
uneafy while in them, and left languid
when they were over; they might there-
fore be judged to be the effeds of heat, and
fymptomatical, rather than of concoction,
and critical. She ftill continued to have ftools
in much the {ame number, in the {pace of

twenty
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twenty four hours, as before, but they were
laxative, and her pulfe intermitted as it had
done, but it was fuller—I now totally laid
afide all warm cordial medicines , deter-
mining to truft to the method, which nature
feemed to be purfuing, with the interpo-
fition only of a few grains of pulv. rhei et
nuc. mofch. torref. twice a day, and a foft
emollient diet. From this time her com-
plaints began to abate ; the fever grew
more moderate; the {weats were temperate;
her ftools continued, and were laxative,
and did not exceed above three or fourin a
day and night—Some boils, which had
broke forth, a few days paft, in different
parts of the body, maturated, difcharged,
and healed up.

She went on in the above-mentioned me-
thod till the 27th, except that twenty grains
of pulv. thei were once adminiftred, and pro-
duced three laxative motions, which much
relieved her ; the intermiffion of the pulfe
. grew daily lefs frequent, and the pulfe was
fuller, On the day laft mentioned, the
menfes appeared, and continued moderately

about



(87)

about three days, the intermiffion of the
pulfe, of which, till this day, there were
fome remains, now totally ceafed, and re-
turned no more, and the inteftinal difcharge
alfo gradually abated.

To recruit her ftrength, I direGted for
her ordinary drink, a decoction of rice, and
hartthorn thavings, with one third part of
freth milk, and that fhe might eat any light
animal food fhe liked. To this regimen was
added, about a week after, a decoction of
cortex, of which fhe took a wine glafs
twice a day; and the was, by degrees,
reftored to a good ftate of health.

OBSERVATIEON VI,

May 31, 1757, I was called, about ten
atnight, toa tradefman in Covent Garden,
who had been ill about eight days.

I found him reftlefs, thirfty, and com-
plaining of great pains in his left thoulder,
which, by intervals, darted round to each
fide. His pulfe was quick, full, and re-
markably tenfe, and intermitted at almoft

cvlry
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every period;, between the third and the
twentieth pulfation. From this tenfion of
the pulfe, I was almolt induced to have
had him blooded, but it being late at night,
and hoping too, that . laxative medicines
would relieve him, I poftponed the bleeding,
and diretted a folutionof 3vj. of mann.
with %{s. of ol. amygd. d. to be taken every
fourth hour till morning.

I vifited him next day, June 1, at ten in
the morning. I was informed that he had
taken but one of the laxative draughts, at
eleven the night preceding ; that he had been
reftlefs, had much opprefiion on his breaft,
and anxiety, till about three in the mor-
ning, when he vomited once, and purged
twice downwards, the ftools plentiful and
facal ; after which he ﬂﬂpt near three hours.
He complained this morning of the pain in
his thoulder, and about his fide, and his
pulfe intermitted, in much the fame manner
as when I faw him the night before, but it
was not {o full, and the tenfion was abated.

When
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When I perceived this tenfion, at my
firft vifit, it did not occur to my mind, that
Solano had made it, when it accompanied
the intermiffion, a fign of a critical vomi-
ting * fuperadded to the diarrheea—Had
this patient vomited foon after taking the
draught with manna et ol. amygd. one
might have fufpeted this medicine to have
caufed that vomiting; but it did not
happen till four hours after ; probably, was,
therefore, an effort of nature : Nor can one,
T think, well determine, whether the {tools
he had were the effe¢t of the medicine, or,
with the vomiting, critical motions, accor-
ding to Solano’s doctrine ; it feems to
have been rather the latter; for one fthould
not have expected, at another time, that
zvj. of manna with %fs. of ol. amygd. would
have {o foon produced two plentiful ftools.
But, from whatever caufe thefe proceeded,
I hoped the ftools might be continued, by
giving him the pulv. rhei in fmall dofes.

il iy

* See page 34 of this Eﬂ.;i}"m Art, IH
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I therefore prefcribed fome draughts with
conf. cardiac. 8j. pulv. rhei gr. viij. to.be
taken every fixth hour—All this day, and
the fucceeding night, was {pent with much
inquietude.

June 2, at ten in the morning, I vifited
him ; found the intermiffion of the pulfe
ftill continuing, and the pains of his fhoul-
der and fide remaining. He had had no
ftool fince thofe at three in the morning,
June 1ft. I now prefcribed the following
draught.

R. pulv. rhei 3j. tart. folub. 3j. aq. pure
%jfs. nuc. mofch. sij. fyr. carioph. 3j. f. hau-
ftus, quamprimum {umendus.

At fix in the evening, I vifited him, and
was informed, that, fince [ faw him in the
morning, he had had three purging ftools.
His pulfe was now regular, nor did I per-
ceive in 120 pulfations a fingle intermifiion:
I ftopped a few minutes, and felt his pulfe
again to 6o, without finding any inter-
miffion. His apothecary coming in at this

time,
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time, I defired him to feel the pulfe, and
he wentonto 7o pulfations, without one
intermifiion. 1 now prefcribed fome
draughts with conf. cardiac. pulv. contrayerv.
et tinct. thebaic, gtt. vj. to be taken every
fixth hour, and dire¢ted him to drink, by
intervals, fome draughts of thin white wine
whey, in hopes of promoting, after the
purging, a gentle diaphorefis, and thereby
difcufling fome flatulent, or {pafmodic pains
he complained of, in his ftomach and
bowels.

June 3, at ten in the morning, I vifited
him, and was informed by his apothecary,
that at ten the night preceding, his pulfe
intermitted at different periods, between the
2oth and 37th pulfation. He had had noftool
in the night, but was much griped, and had
expelled a great deal of wind. Probably,
the laft prefcribed remedy had checked
the ftools. But, he had {weated but little,
and had been reftlefs. His pulfe, however,
this morning was free from intermiffion.

I direted that the draught with pulv. rhei,

» N 2 &ec,
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¢cc. (hould be taken immediately, and the
diaphoretic draughts repeated.

June 4th, at ten o' clock, I found his
pulfe ftill free from intermiffion. He bad
yefterday two purging ftools, and had flept
in the evening about four hours, but had
not much reft in the night, nor had fcarcely
any (weats. He complained flill of pains
juft below the fhoulder blade, and round te
the breaft. He had pains too in his bowelss
which he f{aid always abated when he ex-
pelled wind. In the night too he had been
muech troubled with the heart-burn,

T now preferibed the following draught.

R. aq. menth. fimpl, et piperit. ana zvj,
pulv. teft. oftreor, pp. 31j. {p. lavend. comp.
gt. xv. volat, aromat, gt. xx, {yr. balf. 3j. M,
f. hauftus fexta quaque hora fumendus,
And the draught with the puly. rhei for
next morning, e

June 5, at eleven in the morning, I
found his pulfe regular, and free from in-
; termiffiog.
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termiffion. The opening draught had been
taken at fix this morning, and he had
already purged twice. He had not flept
much in the night, but had lain pretty
quiet, and fweat a little, and was much
freer from his pains, both of the fhoulder
and bowels. He faid he had expelled a
great deal of wind, foon after taking each

carminative draught, which were, there~
fore, continued,

I vifited him next day, found him free
from the intermiffion of the pulfe, and
his general fymptoms abated, I directed,
that the draught with pulv. rhei, &c. thould
be repeated, a few times, on the alternate
or third days, and, as there might be oc-
cafion, the carminative draughts. His
belly was thus kept moderately open. The
pains of his fthoulder, fide, and bowels, in
a few days, entirely left him, He remained
free from the intermifflions of the pulfe,
and, in a fhort time, recovered his ftrength,
and a general good ftate of health.

O B-
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OBSERVATION VIIL

Auguft 23, 1757, I was fent for, to
a lady in queen-fquare, Weftminfter. She
had been ill of a fever about five days,
attended with head-ach, and fhifting pains
about her breaft, fide, and loins. ~ She had
been once blooded, and taken fome mild
diaphoretic remedies—She had, for two
days paft, had four or five laxative ftools
each day, but not confiderable in quantity.

Her fymptoms, when now I vifited her,
were, fome pains and weight on her head,
flight pains in her fide, and gripings in
her bowels. - Her tongue was white, but
the complained but little of thirft. - Her
pulfe was quick, but of a moderate ftrength,
- and intermitted, at different periods, be-
tween the third and the thirticth pulfation.

She was of a thin habit of body, and,
in general, of a tender conftitution. I
judged, therefore, that, as on one hand I

eught not abfolutely to ftop this diarrhcea,
which
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which might be only a kind endeavour of
nature to throw off the peccant humours,
the confining of which might heighten
the fever ; fo, on the other hand, I ap-
prehended it would not be right, in the
view of following nature, to ufe purging
remedies, which her ftrength might not
be able to fupport.

On the firft day of my vifiting, there-
fore, I direCted fome boles of pulv. con-
trayerve comp. conf. cardiac. et pulv. rhei
parum toft,

The next day, the 24th, I found her
pulfe ftill intermitting, and the diarrhceea
continued. But as there appeared no ex-
traordinary weaknefs confequent there-
upon, nor indeed, through the whole cafe
any threatning febrile {fymptoms, which
were probably kept down by this very di-
arrhcea, I fuffered it to go on, prefcribing
only remedies of a middle kind, neither
too warming or reftringent, nor too refri-
gerating or evacuant—The fame medium

was
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was likewifé obferved in the regulation of
her diet.

I proceeded in this method of treatment
till the 3d of September, the diarrhcea
ftill continuing in- much the fame manner;
as at the firft of my vifiting, but without
any other alarming {ymptoms; and I had
the fatisfaction of finding her original com-
plaints gradually to go off, the intermiffion
of the pulfe to become lefs frequent; and,
by the day laft mentioned, entirely to ceafe,
as did the diarrheea.

I preferibed now a deco@ion of the
cortex, to be taken twice a day, and the
affes milk, and country air. She went, for
a few weeks, a fmall diftance out of town,
and foon recovered a better ftate of health
than fhe had enjoyed for fome years paft.

I have mentioned, at the clofe of the
fourth obfervation, page 72 of this efiay,
that thofe, which had preceded, were drawn
up with an intention to have had them

2 pub-
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publithed in the Year 1752. The follow-
ing cafe was at that time communicated to
me, by an ingenious friend, Dr. Layard,
of Huntingdon ; and had the former been
publithed, this would have been added
to them. 'The letter, and the fhort re-
marks 1 had {ubjoined to it, ftand now in
. the form in which they were then given.

g L

I Received your favour of the 23d in-

ftant; and that I might, in the fpeedieft
manner, comply with your defire, I have
{fubjoined as clear and circumftantial a re-
lation of the cafe I mentioned to you,
when in town, as I could colle&, both
from memory and written obfervation.
Mr. Defborough, furgeon and apothecary
at Bugden, four miles from hence, the pa-
tient, and many in the family, can teftify
the {ymptoms hereafter defcribed.

May the 7th, 1752, a fervant maid in
the family of a perfon of diftintion, a few
miles from this place, about twenty-five

O years
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years of age, of a plethoric conftitution,
but general good habit of body, walking
on the wet grafs at the time of her menfes,
was {uddenly fcized with violent pains of
the cholic, infomuch that fhe was obliged
to fit down on the grafs for fome time,
before fhe could recover f{ufficiently to re-
turn into the houfe. From this time the
menfesg ceafed.

I was fent for to her May the 20th; fhe
had a ftrong, quick pulfe, difficulty in
breathing, rigors, pains in the abdomen,
chiefly in the hypuga&ric region, attended
with fpafmodic affections of the nerves. [
had her blooded copiouily in the foot ; a
laxative glyfter, deobftruents, and opiates,
were adminiftred.

May the 22d, the fever became conti-
nual ; fhe complained of a violent pain in
the right hypogaftrium, where a tumour,
tho’ not prominent, was plainly to be felt,
with great heat and pulfation, and attended
with rigors and naufea. She was again
blooded. I direGed the faline mixture

3 with
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with tin&. caftor et {p. lavend. and a blad-
der, half full of warm water, to be kept
conftantly on the affected part.

Her pains, neverthelefs, continued with
great violence, attended with convulfivé
motions of the uterus, and {pafmodic con-
traCtions of the tendons: Thefe {ymptoms
affeCted her from eleven at night, till five
in the morning, during which time fhe was
almoft continually fcreaming out, from the
extremity of the pain.

On the 29th, in the evening, her pulfe
intermitted at every eighth and tenth pulfa-
tion, during the fpace of a whole diaftole,
with a tenfion of the artery, and, in the
night, a fuppreflion of urine came on.

On the 3oth, fhe vomited a large quan-
tity of bile. The pulfe this day intermitted
at every fifth or fixth pulfation, but was
fofter than on the preceding day.

On the 311t, the puife ftill continued to
mtermit, as on the day before. To procure a
Q2 {tool,
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ftool, and to alleviate the fuppreffion of
urine, which flill continued, a glyfter was
inje¢ted—1In the night a diarrheea came on,
when a large quantity of pus was difchar-
ged in about twelve ftools, and in a great
deal of urine. A profufe {weat immedi-
ately enfued.

June 1ft, Ifound the pulfe quite regular.
Some matter was daily difcharged by urine,
during the fpace of a week ; and, with the
ufe of f{uitable medicines and regimen, fhe
gradually grew better, and is now perfectly
recovered.

In this cafe it evidently appears, that an
abfcefs muft have been formed in fome
part of the right hypogaftrium, the matter
of which being abforbed into the blood,
was difcharged, by the affiftance of nature,
through the common emunctories.

How far thefe remarks may correfpond
with Dr. Solano’s, Dr. Nihell’s, or your-
own, I know not. I have not time at pre-
fent to compare them with the former,

! and
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and you will be the beft able to judge nf
the latter. Should the obfervation ‘afford
you any fatmfa&mn, let me have that t}f
affuring you, that,

Huntingdon, : I am, &’JC_.
JHF 25 4757 D. P. Layard.

| Remarks on this obfervation.
T HIS cafe manifeftly evinces the ftrong

tendencies of nature in acute difeafes,
towards a crifis, and much confirms Sola-
no’s obfervations concerning the intermit-
ting pulfe, as a fign of a critical diarrhcea,
The hardnefs and foftnefs of the pulfe, fuc-
ceeded by the bilious vomiting and the ex-
cretionof the pus by urine correfpond, in fome
meafure, with the following rules*. <A
tenfion of the artery, joined to the inter=
mitting pulfe, is a certain fign of a critical
vomiting fuperadded to the diarrhcea—A
{oftnefs of the artery, joined with the in-
termiffion, isa certain fign of a_crifis by
urine with the diarrhcea.’

[

o]

* See the prefent eflay, page 34 Rule III 5 page 35
Rule VI.
Van
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Van Swieten, in his commentary,* de abs
fceflu, remarks, that we are taught by
fundry obfervations, thatmatter, formed in
the cavities of the body, may be re-abforbed
thro’ the little mouths of the veins, and
mingled with the blood ; and quotes a fin-
gular cafe, from Bellofte’s chirurgerie
d’hopital, of a nobleman wounded in battle
with a leaden bullet. The os cubiti was
fractured ; a continual fever enfued, at-
tended with many fevere fymptoms, and a
large abfcefs was formed about the part.
When the furgeons were preparing to open
this abfcefs, now compleatly maturated,
the patient was taken with a diarrhcea.
The tumour immediately {ubfided, and a
large quantity of pus was found excreted
in the ftools——Frefh matter was again
formed in the part, and again evacuated
by ftool; and in this manner was this
dangerous wound healed.

* Tom.I. § 406. pag. 706.

CIAT.
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Containing fome praétical Remarks on the
Whole.

T appears, from the feveral examples
A which Dr. Nihell has produced from
Solano, concerning the three pulfes men-
tioned by him, to have been the principal
fcope of Solano’s obfervations, to eftablith
them as fignificative of particular crifes.

His declarations concerning the inter-
mitting pulfe, to which I confine myfelf,
are explicit on this point. Nor is there to
be found, in Dr. Nihell’s treatife, except,
perhaps, by implication, any intention of
Solano’s, to extend his do&rines concern-
ing this pulfe any further to practice, than
in eftablithing it as a SioN of a diar-
rheea., '

That
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'That he was fupported in his general
deductions by {trong falls, 1s manifeft ;
but that they are too extenfive, Dr. Nihell
declares as his opinion; in feveral parts of
his treatife ; in the quotation particularly,
which we have given at the end of the
“firft chapter of this effay.

Ina chapter, containing the refult of his
own obfervations on ‘this pulfe, he thus
exprefles himfelf o

¢ 'Of twenty-three perfons, in whom I
have obferved the intermitting pulfe, one
only had the intermiffion regular and
¢ permanent ; and, in this perfon, the di-
arrheea anfwered my expectation, ac-

¢ cording to the rules laid down by Dr
¢ Solano.

¢ In the other fwenty-two, the inter-
miffion of the pulfe was irregular and
fhifting ; and tho’ the diarrheea, thereby
« fignified, could not, according to the
doctor, be pofitively depended on, yet

o Treatife, page 56. _
erghteen
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eighteen of them were pretty regularly
attended with one or more of the fol-
lowing fymptoms ; gripings, rumbling
in the inteftines, the piles, loofenefs, and,
in a few, an extraordinary coftivenefs,
or an indigeftion,

¢ In two of the remaining fve cafes,
the correfpondence of thefe fymptoms
with the intermiffion of the pulfe, was
more irregular and equivocal ; in a #hird,
infignificant ; yet, with this remarkable
circumftance, that after the patient was
purged, the intermiffion gradually dimi-
nifhed and difappeared.

¢ Laftly, of the whole number, the #awo
remaining cafes, of the five mentioned
in the laft paragraph, are the only which
were free from any of the above-men-
tioned {fymptoms.’

But though this account of things fthould

feem to leflen the weight of Solano’s ob-
fervations, by fhewing their infufficiency

P to
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to authorife an abfolute prognoftic in all
cafes ; yet, irregular as this pulfe often is,
and wanting the conditions which his rules
make requifite for fuch prognoftic, it ne-
verthelefs appears, even from this laft quo-
tation, as well as from many of the cafes
before recited, that this pulfe is ftill to be
confidered, in general, as a fign of a diar-
rheea ; at leaft, of fome tendencies towards
a diarrhceca. However, as it is not always
to be depended upon as fo certain a token
of this crifis, as Solano apprehended it was 3
it will be making a right application of
his difcoveries relating to this pulfe, to en-
deavour, while we allow them their due
weight, to extend them to other practical

ufes, than what he -appears to have pro-
pofed from them.

Now, the do&rines which would feem
naturally to refult from what has preceded,
though they were only offered as a matter
of {peculation, and we had no experience
to fupport them, are the following ;

1. That
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1. That the intermitting pulfe, in acute
difeafes, the diarrhcea not being prefent, in-
dicates the ufe of purging remedies.

2. That when the diarrhcea is prefent,
and is accompanied by the intermitting
pulfe, the appearance of this {ymptom pro-
hibits the adminiftration of aftringent re-
medies.

3. If this {ymptom, the intermitting
pulfe, has been ufually found to ceafe, on
the accefs or continuance of a natural di-

arrheea, or one procured by art; and if,
with its difappearance, a train of other
threatening fymptoms have, likewife, ceafed,
and the patient has recovered of the general
diftemper, by means of this diarrheea ;
TuaT then it may, from analogy, be in-
ferred, that a difeafe, attended with the
fame {ymptoms, arifing from the fame
caufe, though not accompanied by the in-
termitting pulfe, may be expected to yield
to the fame method of cure.

P2 Thefe
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Thefe propofitions have a manifeft cor-
refpondence with one another. They will,
neverthelefs, require a fomewhat feparate
confideration.

And FirsT—It has been obferved, that
the principal point which Solano appeared to
have in view, was the eftablithing the in-
termitting pulfe as the fign of a critical di-
arrheea, and that there was not to be found,
in Dr. Nihell’s treatife, any dire¢t profefiion
of his having intended any thing beyond
this.

There is, indeed, a general intimation
given by Dr. Nihell, which, though it
does not amount, even in him, to an im-
mediate recommendation of the ufe of
purging remedies, under this pulfe, yet it
does feem to countenance the praice.

¢ As my obfervations ” (fays he, mean-
ing, I fuppofe, thofe laft quoted) on the
¢ intermitting pulfe are few, and tolerably
¢ uniform, they require no recapitulation
¢ here. The reader muft retain a frefh

3 ¢ idea
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idea of the loofenefs, and fymptoms with
which it was attended. In confirmation
of this connexion between the inter~
mitting pulfe and a diarrhcea, it may be
proper to add here, what I have been
affured by Monf. Ferren, an eminent
phyfician of Paris, viz. that he has ob-
ferved this pulfe fo regular a fymptom of
a faburra of the primz vie, that, on
purging the patient, the intermifiion dif=
appears ; and that, from his repeated
experience thereof, he looks on the in-
termitting pulfe, in acute fevers, as a
real indication for purging. An obfer-
vation very analogous to Dr. Solano’s
and mine. This hint may be' further
corroborated by a known -pradical re-
mark, which is, That the intermitting
pulfe is' no uncommon {ymptom of
worms in the primz viz: Be the caufe
of this what it will, the fa@ is mani-
feftly to my purpofe.’*

It may be obferved, that Dr, Nihell, in

this place, fpeaks with caution. He does

* Treatife, page 63.
not
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not dire¢tly, and from his own experience,
propofe the pratice of purging, as indi-
cated by this pulfe, but only mentions that
he has been affured of its ufefulnefs by
Monf. Ferren. The obfervation, indeed,
he fays, is very analﬂgous to Dr. Solano’s
and his own. I have read over Dr. Ni-
hell’s treatife’ very often ; two or three
times purely to find out what obfervation
of theirs was analogous to this of Monf.
Ferren’s ; but I do not difcover fuch a
one, exprefsly delivered, as his is. From
a few inftances in their practice, may,
indeed, be implied their approbation of the
ufe of purging remedies, as an afiiftant to
nature, but not as a profefled method of
cure ; for example,

In one obfervation, juft quoted, * among
thofe which Dr. Nihell delivers, as the
refult of his own experience on this pulfe,
he fpeaks of the correfpondence between
the fymptoms and the intermiffion as in-
fignificant ; yet, with this remarkable cir-

S

* See page 105 of this effay.
cumitance,
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cumftance, That after the patient was
purged, the intermiffion gradually dimi-
mifhed and difappeared.

In the third cafe, recited in Chap. IL
page 44 of this eflay ; after the fuccefs of
a predi¢tion from the intermitting pulfe,
Solano next morning perceiving {fome re-
mains of the intermiffion, ordered a clyfter
to facilitate the motion of the belly: this
was followed by a laudable evacuation,
whereon the intermiffion of the pulfe, and
the fever, ceafed,

In the feventh cafe, in the fame chapter,
page 49, laxative and other medicines
were ordered, to take off the effe@s of
fome reftringent applications, which had
caufed the intermiffion of the pulfe to
ceafe; and the event was, the return of
the intermiffion, which was fucceeded by
a diarrheea; but, as the phyfician obferves,
‘who relates this cafe, the crifis was not
compleat; on which he ordered a flight
decoction of tamarinds, which produced
two moderate ftools. The event, how-
ever, was unfuccefsful. Had laxative re-

medies
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medies been adminiftered, on the firft ap-
pearance of the intermiffion, joined with
{uitable reftoratives, both in diet and me-
dicine, a contrary event had, perhaps, enfued.

'The cafe which Dr. Nihell quotes, in

the following words, from Wierus ¥, is
much in favour of our do&rine. ¢ A

4

L
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nobleman fell into what the author calls
a malignant fever, which was from the '
beginning attended with feveral evident
figns of a faburra of the prima vie, bili-
ous vomitings, and eructations, together
with an unequal pulfe. On the fixth
day the fwxces alvine were very bilious
and feetid : the following night brought
on a violent exacerbation of all the fymp-
toms; and the feventh day, in the mor-
ning, the pulfe began to intermit at every

third pulfation: but notwithftanding the

appearance of a fymptom fo generally
pronounced mortal, by the writers in

phyfic, WitRrus, from the favorable

* Nihell’s treatife, page 47.
¢ ftate
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¢ ftate of all the other figns, prognofticated
* the patient’s recovery ; and ebferving him
* very uneafy at the ftomach, and fre-
¢ quently puking, he ordered him for the
next day, viz. the eighth, a purge, which
abundantly wrought, and entirely relieved
“ him=—The intermiflion difappeared on
the ninth, and the patient remained free
¢ from his complaints.’

Dr. Nihell, on this cafe, makes fome
remarks, which appear intended, both to
ftrengthen Solano’s obfervations on this
pulfe, and to fhew the regular attempts of
nature in bringing about the critical revo-
lutions on their proper days, But as the
difeafe and the intermiffion of the pulfe
were jointly removed *, as is his own ex-
preflion, by the purge on the eighth day;
this event gives no fmall weight, in gene-
ral, to the doctrine I am advancing concer-
ning purging, and juftifies this particular
queftion ; whether, if this practice had been
inftituted earlier, the difeafe might not have
been cured as effectually by anticipating
thofe critical efforts?

i

* Nihell’s treatife, page 49,
The
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The ninth cafe, in chap. 11 of this effay;
page 53, furnifhes another inftance which
fell under Dr. Nihell’s own obfervation ;
in which Solano’s obfervations on this pulfe,
as the fign of a diarrheea, is ftrongly fup-
ported, tho’ the intermiffion was not {o re-
gular, as his rules required : But the fame
cafe pleads as ftrongly too in favour of the
pra&lce of purging. ¢ The pulfe, fays Dr.

¢ Nihell, continued in much the fame
¢ irregular flate * for the three days fol-
- lowing, with a {lightloofencfs, and efforts
¢ to go to flool, wind, and rumbling'in the
¢ guts by intervals—The patient was purged
¢ the 4th day, and vomited a worm
five inches long. The intermiffions and
¢ ftools became thereon yet lefs frequent,
¢ and without any efforts, wind or rum-
¢ bling in the inteftines, till the 22d of
¢ O&. &c. &c.=—Does not the fame
kind of - queftion, as was hinted on the
laft cafe, naturally offer itfelf here; viz.
Might not the continuance of purging re-

medies

# See the context, in the cafe itfelf.
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medies have removed the intermifiion to-
tally, and have fhortned this cafe?

But Dr. Nihell feems, in general, to be
of a contrary opinion, as to the eflicacy of
¢ MepiciNaL Herps'. In his chapter on
crifes, whofe chief tendency is to eftablifh
the {uperior fufficiency of nature, in curing
difeafes, above any attempts of art, he
thus exprefles himfelf ; ¢ THESE indeed
have often produced extraordinary effets,
and vifibly given a favourable turn to
defperate cafes, but their efficacy is limi-
ted to this, and perhaps has not once ex~
tended to an immediate and perfect remo-
val of a {fmart acute fever *.’

u Lal "~ " "

[ i

I am well convinced, from the candour
every where apparent through Dr, Nihell’s
treatife, that the fingle view he had in all
his obfervations, and in his reafonings upon
them, was to difcover the fureft and moft
ealy methods of reftoring health to the di-
feafed; which ought, with every one, to

o

* 'Treatife, page g8.

Q.2 be
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be the primary obje in his exercife of the
ART. I profefs the fame benevolent view,
yet I cannot, altogcthcr, agree with him in -
{entiments on this head. I do not deny
the power of nature, nor am I an advo-
cate for the infallibility of art. The power
of nature is, to be fure, great, and often ex-
tends even to the repairing the errors of art,
But nature too is, frequently, infufficient;
may be afiifted in her right endeavours, and
fometimes controuled in wrong. Inftances
of both kinds occur among the obfervations
in Dr, Nihell’s treatife. The firft obfer-
vation of my own, in the 3d chapter of
this eflay, page 58 et feq. pretty clearly
evinces the efficacy of medicinal helps.
Scarcely any crifis of nature could have
more fpeedily, or effectually, remaved the
danger of an acute fever ; for the fponta-

neous diarrheea, which I ventured to prog-
nofticate, did but alleviate the {ymptoms,

Some of the fubfequent cafes prove the
fame pofition ; nor would it be difficult to
praoduce inflances in illuftration of this
matter, where thefe critical figns have not

been at all concerned. The cure of a true
inflammatory
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inflammatory pleurify, by liberal vena-
feCtion, is certainly to be confidered, as
principally the at of medicine; but when
the inflammation, thro’ the timely ufe of
this blood-letting, joined with other fuit-
able remedies, is {o far refolved, as that
the danger of the difeafe is removed,
fhould nature, by proper figns, point out
her fufficiency to perform the reft of the
cure, no prudent phyfician, to ufe Dr,
Nihell's emphatical phrafe, would be
¢ fo incontinent of prefcription’ as to ha-
zard the putting her out of her courfe,
by the continuance of thefe Herculean re-
medies, as the do&or calls them, tho’ he
might ftill confiftently perfevere in affifting
her falutary endeavours.

¢ But the efficacy of medicinal helps,
¢ the dotor obferves, has not, perhaps,
¢ once extended to an immediate and per-
¢ fec removal of a fmart acute fever.

If the terms immediate and perfe& are
taken in their firiGteft fenfe, few cafes will,
I apprehend, be found inftantaneoufly, and
compleatly, cured, either by nature or art.

| When
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When fuch do occur, the difeafe is flight,
and removed by a {light crifis, or remedies of
no extraordinary efficacy; or, it is important
and vehement, and the natural crifis ftrong;
or the artificial helps bold, and their effects
proportionate; and, if the feparate inftan-
ces were fairly drawn out, Iam of opinion,
with all the deference due to nature, that
the power of art would, in many cafes
at leaft, be found to emulate, if not ex-
ceed, her ftrongeft efforts and fuccefles.

¢ But granting our remedies,’ fays the
doctor,® ¢ an efficacy equal to that of a
¢ good crifis, they fhould only come into
¢ play, when nature does not manifeftly
¢ and regularly proceed to fuch a crifis.
¢ For when fthe does, they muft be held
¢ ufelefs, if not immediately dangerous:
¢ ufelefs, becaufe, at beft, they are only
¢ fuppofed of equal efficacy with a good
¢ crifis; dangerous, becaufe they forcibly
¢ alter or weaken the general tendencies
¢ of the body, and diforder the whole ma-
¢ chine, to fhift it to another determina-
& tion, &C. &Ke.

* Treatile, pége 99.
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I defign no light, or un-candid, com-
ment on any thing, fo deferving and well-
intending a writer has offered. ' But if the
fentiment of this paragraph was to be re-
verfed, it might be made to fpeak, per«
haps as favourably, in behalf of the effi-
cacy of remedies inftituted by art, as of
the critical efforts of nature. With re-
fpect to the practice of purging under the
intermitting pulfe, it certainly might;. for
it is by no means an ufelefs, or dangerous,
practice; nor does it forcibly alter or
weaken the general tendencies of the body;
nor diforder the whole machine, to fhift
it to another determinaticn; but corref-
ponds with thofe tendencies, relieves the
whole machine, and purfues the fame de-
termination as nature does, and, perhaps,
with lefs uncertainty.

ButI have no occafionto dwell on this
point: What I have already offered, has
been with a view of giving to nature as
jult applaufe, for the tendencies of her
operations, as to art, for the effes of

her
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her intentions: and, however a mianfier of
exprcﬂi'hg, or not accurately afcertaining our
thoughts, may feem to conftitute a difference
of opinion, I am convinced, that Dr. Nihell’s
fentiments, and my own, are not, in reality,
very remote from each other ; as I think
will apprear from the following paragraph,
which, tho’long, I muft beg leave to tran{-
cribe, as it feems to fum up the whole ar-
gument, in a manner, which I am very
willing to fubfcribe to myfelf, and doubt
not moft other readers likewife will.

¢ What I have, fays he, hitherto alledged’
(viz. in the foregoing pages of his chapter on
crifes) ¢ does by no means exclude avigorous
¢ method of cure. It indeed requires, in a
phyfician, a nice and continual attention
to all the minute circumitances of critical
¢ figns, but claims his inaction then only,
 when by thefe he forefees a future happy
¢ crifis. He is, in the beginning of an
¢ acute fever, entirely at liberty to ufe the
¢ moftefficacious means our art fuggetts, to
prevent the confequences of an inflama-
tion, a plethora, or a faburra of the prime

vie.
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vie. ~This, according to reafon and ex-
perience, is the time of a brifk and vigo-
rous action, before the diftemper takes
root, and the ftrength of the patient, fo
neceflary to bear the effort of remedies,
is impaired. This precious occafion, on
which almoft entirely depends the happy
or unhappy event of acute difeafes, liesas
open, at fuch a diftance from the critical
periods of the diftemper, to the obferver
of crifes, as to the phyfician who neglects
them ; nay, the former will think himfelf
fortunate, if at this time he can fo mafter
the morbid caufes, as to prevent the ne-
ceflity of a crifis, and bring the dif-
temper to a fpontaneous refolution, In
the riper periods of the difeafe he is under
no reftraint, befides that which arifes
from an exat vigilance, in obferving all
the circumftances of the diforder, a nice
attention in diftinguithing thereby fuch
revolutions in the patient, as are determi-
natively critical and falutary, from fuch
as aré noxious; and laftly, a prudent
abftinence from all powerful remedies
under the prevalence of the former. 'This

R T i
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is no more than the indifpenfable duty of
every phyfician, while nature is acknow-
ledged to have any thare in the cure of
diftempers : and I fcarce believe that any
gentleman of the faculty would be
thought fo incontinent of prefcription, as
to complain of that inaction which is
pointed out to him by the {elf-fufliciency
of nature. In all other turns of the dif-
temper, {uch, Imean, ashe finds purely
morbid, of evil tendency, or, tho’ falutary
in themfelves, yet unequal to the great-
nefs of the difeafe, he may, and fhould,
exert himfelf, with all the vigour, and
all the powers, of the Herculean method.
This, in reality, feems the medium
between that abfurd, pufilanimous prac-
tice, which, from an 1njudicious appre-
henfion of difturbing the order of nature,
and its critical tendencies, weakly aban-
dons the patient, to the violence of the
diftemper, and that precipitate method
which confounds the operations of nature
with the more morbid fymptoms, and,
by ftriking at either indiftinétly, perverts
the regular courfe of diftempers, produces

¢ new




( 123 )

© new morbid complications, and deftroys
¢ the moft natural, and moft efficacious
¢ means of recovery.’*

From what has been f{aid, under this firft
head, concerning the good effets of
purging remedies, in the feveral inftances
relating to the intermitting pulfe, which we
have quoted from Dr. Nihell’s treatife ; in
thofe of a fimilar nature, recited in the
third chapter of this effay, as having oc-
curred within my own practice ; we may,
I think, fairly conclude, for it is totally a
matter of experience, that when this pulfe
happens in acute difeafes, every as favou-
rable confequence may be expected to enfue
from a judicious exhibition of purging re-
medies, as could arife from attending upon
nature, and, in expectation of a diarrhcea,
leaving her to conduct the cure.

This feems the leaft that 'may be urged
in their favour ; but, I own, itappears to me,
that the inference may be much farther
extended, and that, by an early applica-
tion of thefe remedies, not only the inter-

R 2 mitting

* Treatife, page 100, et feq.
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mitting pulfe may be removed, but the
difeafe fhortened, and many threatning
A{ymptoms anticipated—Paft experience has
confirmed me in this opinion, and I fhall
efteem it my duty, to perﬁﬁ in the prac-
tice, till the future experience, either of
my own, or others, fhall induce me to
change it for a better,

Our fecond propofition was, That when
a diarrheea 1s prefent, and is accompanied
by the intermitting pulfe, the appearance
of this fymptom prohibits, generally, the
ufe of aftringent remedies.

This inference fo naturally arifes from
what has preceded, that, was not the prac-
tice fupported by experience, as feveral
cafes in this eflay evince it is*, the ar-
guments for purging, or for fuffering a
diarrheea, predicted from its fign, to go
on, would as neceflarily conclude the pro-
priety of abftaining from reftringents in

* See particularly obf, vii. chap. iii. page 94.

the
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the prefent circumftance: For, in one cafe,
the diarrheea thould be fuffered to proceed,
if nature is to be trufted, till the fa-
lutary event is produced: In the other
purging remedies, which create an arti-
ficial diarrhcea, are to be interpofed, till
the purpofe of their exhibition is anfwered,

unlefs weaknefs, or other fymptoms, indi-
cate the contrary.

So, when on firft vifiting a patient, we
find a diarrheea already prefent, and ac-
companied by the intermitting pulfe; tho’
we cannot, perhaps, get information, when
this pulfe firft appeared, or, whether the
diarrhcea was preceded by this fign; yet
we might, from our obfervation on other
cafes, conclude, that this diarrheea is the
cure attempted by nature, and, if the
patient has ftrength to bear it, it {hould
be equally fuffered to go on, as in the
former inftances—And thus every doc-
trine, that may be applied to a diarrheea
brought on, either by nature, or art, and
continued, will, as reafonably, be applicable
to the prefent cafe, and plead the prohibition
of aftringents.

We
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We proceed now to the confideration
of our third and laft propofition, viz. If
this {ymptom, the intermitting pulfe, has
been ufually found to ceafe, on the accefs
or continuance of a natural diarrhcea, or
one procured by art, and if, with its dif-
appearance, a train of other threatning
fymptoms have, likewife, ceafed, and the
patient has recovered of . the general
diftemper, by means of this diarrhcea;
TuAT then it may, from analogy, be
inferred, that a difeafe, attended with the
fame {ymptoms, proceeding from the fame
caufe, tho’ not accompanied by the inter-
mittihg pulfe, may be expeted to yield to
the fame method of cure.

This propofition, like the former, is
offered by way of inference; but it is not
to be taken in a mere fpeculative light,
and as an inference only; like thofe, it
ftands fupported by fufficient experience
from my own cafes, and even from So-
lano’s and Nihell’s, either exprefly, or by

implication j
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implication ; for the narrations of their
facts are not always circumftantial, as to

the {ymptoms which appeared in each
cafe.

In the firft cafe of chap. II. page 41 of
this eflay, the diarrhcea happened, which
Solano had ‘predicted from the intermitting
pulfe, and was preceded, as he had pro-
nounced it would, by fuch agonies, as a-
larmed the family, and made them think the
patient was really dying, which circum-
ftance implies the difeafe to have been acute,

In the fecond cafe, page 42, the inter-
mitting pulfe was firft obferved in the exa-
cerbation of a fever: its precife fymptoms
are not mentioned, but may be conceived,
as the cafe was a fever. But, whatever
they were, they were removed by the di-
arrhcea.

In the third obfervation, page 43, the pa-
tient is faid to lie fick of a fever and great
uneafinefs.  Solano, from the intermitting
pulfe, prognofticated that a viclent com-

| 5 motion
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motion of thé belly would foon enfue;
within two hours it happened, and was
exceffive: after a facal ftool the patient
grew ealy; and after a laudable evacuation,
promoted by a glyfter, the fever, whofe
fymptoms are not particularized, ceafed
with the intermiffion of the pulfe.

The fourth obfervation, page 44, exhibits
the cafe of an old lady, of a cachetic habit
of body, labouring under cares and un-
eafinefs, and from an hypochondriac af-
fection falling into a malignant fever, with
a vomiting up of her nourifhment and re-
medies, a {uppreflion of urine, and aftric-
tion of the belly. She had an intermitting
pulfe, which was fucceeded by a diarrhcea,
and the ejection of a2 worm: But it is
not faid, whether fhe recovered by this
diarrheea, or not; if fhe did recover, as I
apprehend fhe did, it was from an affem-
blage of fymptoms, no lefs important than
that of the intermitting pulfe.

It is not neceflary to recapitulate here
all the cafes which illufirate this point .
What
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What are mentioned may ferve as hints,
which may be applied to moft of the other
cafes, both thofec which I have extracted
from Dr. Nihell, and what I have given,
as having fallen under my own obfervation.
In thefe latter, the inference on this head
is ftrongly confirmed ; for, under every
cafe, there appeared f{everal important
fymptoms, as well as the intermitting pulfe,
which were all removed by purging me-
dicines, or a natural diarrhcea.

But there is one cale communicated to
Dr. Nihell, which much deferves to be
here repeated, It is the r2th obfervation,
in chap. 1L of this effay, page 56; the
‘cafe (then under the care of the relator)
of a man of fixty years of age, affliGted
with a double tertian ague, attended with
the intermitting pulfe, which accompanied
only one of the two diftinct fits, follow-
ing regularly that with which it began.
This intermiffion was fucceeded by a di-
arrhcea, by the means of which alone the
paroxyfm it accompanied had almoft en-

S tirely
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tirely difappeared ; and the other, which
from the beginning had been the more
violent of the two, was much diminifhed.
Thus was this ague, in a great degree,
removed by the diarrhcea, and, prebably,
afterwards totally ceafed with the inter-
miffion of the pulfe. And, according to
the do&trine I am now fupporting, an
artificial diarrheea would have had the
fame effe@, whether the cure here was
partial or compleat. I am the more in-
clined to this judgment on the cafe, becaufe
I have experienced in agues of all de-
nominations, the good effects of purging re-
medies, in moderating the paroxyfms, and,
not feldom, totally curing: at leaft, this
method has paved the way for a more
{fuccefsful adminiftration of the cortex,
In fanguine, plethoric habits, I have more
than once dire&ed liberal blood-letting in
the height of the hot fit: and, on the de-
cline of the fweats, at the end of the pa-
roxyfm, have adminiftered purging reme-
dies ; and, after their operation, an opiate.
The event has been, either a total refolu-
tion of the difcafe at once, or by perfift-

ing
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ing in the moderate ufe of thefe purging
medicines, the fucceeding paroxy{ms have,
as in the former cafe, been rendered milder,
and the difeafe eafily cured by the cortex.

But this practice is to be limited to
the habits juft fpecified, as far as relates
to venzfetion ; for purging remedies, of
{fome kind or other, warmer or cooler, may
be adapted to almoft all cafes. In thofe
agues which are endemial to moift, cold,
marfhy countries, blood-letting feems, in
general, to be improper, tho’ the warmer
purges may be ufeful. In thefe fituations,
the cortex itfelf ufually requires the addi-
tional help of aromatics and chalybeats :
and in low, impoverithed, habits of body,
the fame improvement of this remedy will
be neceflary in all places: but, itis the
condition of the difeafe itfelf, the nature of
the fymptoms, and the conftitution of the
patient, more than the peculiarity of the
climate, or the frequency of the diftemper,
which give the indications of cure.

S 2 ‘ I could
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I could eafily illuftrate and confirm this
doctrine concerning purging in fevers by many
inftances, which have occurred within my
own practice, both of late years, and, more
particularly, in the epidemic fever of 1741,
concerning which, in that year, I publithed
fome obfervations, and whofe {ymptoms
were fuch®, as have ufually given the
names of low, influent, nervous, malig-
nant, &c. to the fever, in which they have
appeared ; and which {ymptoms have, ge-
nerally, been treated with warm medicines,
and a warm regimen, without the evacua-
tions of bleeding and purging,

Now in this fever (I fpeak of it, as dif-
tinguifhed in this city, and according to my

—

* Thefe {ymptoms were {light, irregular, thiverings,
faintnefs, wearinefs, giddinefs, an obtufe pain in the
fore-part of the head, weight on the breaft, fighing,
anxiety, inquietude, a low oppreffed pulfe, profufe
{weats, petechial eruptions, both florid, and of a
purple caft, and, fometimes, miliary eruptions. Thefe
were the general fymptoms ; they were not, however,
conftant, but varied much, according to the treat-
ment in the beginning of the diftemper.

obfervation)
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obfervation) purging appeared to be the
principal remedy; venzlettion, indeed,
was generally premifed, and, in fome cafes,
feveral times repeated. In the progrefs,
however, of my enquiries, I had frequent
experience, that if the body was kept fo-
luble, by the daily exhibition of fome gentle
laxative ; if the diet was light, cooling,
and rather fubacid; if the chamber of the
fick was kept duly ventilated, according to
the feafon, by the admiffion of frefh air,
and the patient was not conftantly confined
to his bed, nor early {weats encouraged,
the cure of the fever might be accomplifhed
in a few days, and without fuch re-iterated
bleedings, as I at firft thought neceffary,
In flighter cafes, a mere regulation of diet
was {ufficient, and it was feldom that I had
occafion to adminifter, what are commonly
called cordials, tho’ {ometimes improperly;
for, under certain circumiftances, the evaca-
ations of bleeding and. purging are the beft
cordials.

I could, likewife, fupport this practice
in fevers by the fentiments of feveral phy-
ficians ;
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ficians; Sydenham* efpecially: but this
undertaking I poftpone at prefent, as it
would anticipate an intention I have of re-
publifhing thofe obfervations, and adding to
them fome notes,with the view of explaining,
confirming, or limiting, the practice I have,
in that treatife, recommended; for it is, by -
no means, my opinion, that it is to be applied,
indifcriminately, to all kinds and conditions
of fevers: this would be to prefcribe to the
name of a fever, not to the charaéer, or
the diftinction of its fymptoms -} ; the part

of a mere empiric only, not of a rational
phyfician.

* In his fchedula monitoria, on the fever of 1685,
written after the experience of almoft his whole life,
he profefledly defends this pratice, in oppofition to
the then regning methods of treating fevers by hot

fudorifics, and a hot regimen, in order to expell fome
fuppofed fpecific malignity.

+ On febrile fymptoms, their various caufes, and
the different treatment they require, Van Swieten’s
commentaries on Boerhaave’s aphorifms, tom. II. emi-
nently deferve to be perufed, and ftudied, thofe parti-

cularly on the anxietas, debilitas, fudor, et exan-
themata febrilia,

But
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But to return to the mare immediate
bufinefs of this effay.

The reader will obferve, that throughout
the preceding pages, I have confidered the
{ubjedt, of the intermitting pulfe, altogether
in a practical light, not fo much as allow-
ing myfelf in any attempts to eftablith a
theory on phenomena, which feem fo
obfcure, and difficult to be afcertained, as
to their caufes. Dr. Nihell himfelf was
aware of this difficulty, as appears from
the following paffages. The quotation I the
rather make, becaufe it lays down fome re-
ftriGtions concerning this ‘pulfe, which it
would have been otherwife neceflary, that
I thould have mentioned myfelf,

* ¢ T come now, fays the door, to fome
¢ general remarks, on the intermitting
¢ pulfe. As this is much more eafily per-
¢ ceived than the rebounding pulfe, it has

* Treatife, page 66.
¢ been



m A A A A A A B

L] [ - L]

( 136 )

been the obje&t of many curious obfer«
vations, while the latter lay almoft en-
tirely negleéted. ‘The difletion of fuch
as have laboured under an habitual in-
termitting pulfe, has brought to light
the caufes, which produced it in various
diforders and impediments of the heart,
neighbouring blood-veflels and lungs* ;
and mechanical theory has enabled us to
demonftrate, from them, the intermifiion
of the pulfe. All cafes of this kind,
which every intelligent phyfician muft be
acquainted with, are evidently fo many
exceptions to the rule, by which Dr.
Solano eftablifhes the intermitting pulfe
a fign of a critical diarrhcea. But fuch
cafes, the doctor, who was very limited
in his reading, had no knowledge of,
or did not attend to. It is evident, in
general, that an habitual pulfe cannot
be critical.

* See this eflay, chap. ii. obf. viii, page 50.

chap. iii. obf. iv. page 79.

¢ Befides
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¢ Befides the known caufes of an habi-
tual intermiffion in the pulfe, we can,
from evident principles, demonftrate fome
caufes of a tranfient, fleeting intermiffion,
entirely foreign to a crifis; {uch as,
fpafms, convulfions, inflammation of the
heart, weaknefs, an extraordinary reple-
tion or inanition, with a few others
equally obvious, in which a judicious
phyfician cannot be miftaken. Such
cafes are, alfo, as many exceptions to Dr.
Solano’s general rule on the intermitting

pulfe.

¢ But it is certain, in matter of fa&,
that the appearance of this pulfe is not
confined to fuch caufes, as I have hitherto
mentioned. Hence various other caufcs
have been guefled at by theorifts, but
none plainly demontftrated, or applicable
to particular cafes, with any tolerable
degree of certainty: They muft, there-
fore, remain in the clals of mere ab-
ftracted poflibilities, with which men
of real knowledge have no concern.

T , ¢ Whence
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Whence it is plain, that, in all fuch cafes,
we are not, in the prefent ftate of know-
ledge, furnithed with fufficient reafons
to deny the intermitting pulfe a fignifi-
cancy of a diarrhcea. This depends en-
tirely upon experience, and is thereby to
¢ be determined, tho the mechanical
caufes of the relation of this pulie to a
¢ diarrheea, or of the other critical pulfes
to their refpective evacuations, thould for

ever remain a myftery, as we muft now
¢ confefs them to be,” &c. &c.

™

 But a few pages onward, after con-
jeCturing, from his obfervations on the
reciprocal fhiftings of the critical pulfes
from one wrift to another, that they do
not proceed from any caufe limited to
~ the heart, or general {fyftem of the blood-
veflels, and adding his reafons for fuch
conjecture, he concludes, that there re-
¢ mains no other, to which this phano-
< menon can properly be attributed, but to
¢« the nerves, the prime original mo-
¢ ving powers of the body, which we
¢ know, both from common experience

¢ and
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and anatomy, have an independent attion
in their diftin& diftributions, and may
differently affcét the one and the other
fide of the body at the fame time. A-
“mong fome other differences, fays he, I
have obferved the rebounding and inter-
mitting pulfes, which were equal before
in both wrifts, to difappear totally in the
¢ right wrift for fome hours, nay, for a
whole day, while they perfifted with
their ufual evidence in the left, and then
again fhift from this to the former:
Whence it may be very probably in-
ferred, that not only the fhiftings and
other differences of thefe pulfes, butalfo
the pulfes themfelves, pracged from an
immediate influence of the nerves on the
heart, and its appending vafcular fyftem,
i o

Dr. Fleming, mentioned in the intro-
duéion to this eflay, page 17, has offereda
theoretical folution, and explication, of So-
lano’s doCtrines on the three critical pyjfes,
according to the received laws of the animal
oeconomy. I {hall not venture my own
R opinion

| R
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opinion on his theory, but fhall only quote
that part ofit, which relates to the inter-
mitting pulfe; and, in the language in which
it is publithed; as I would not rifquethe

weakening, or even changing, his fentiments
by a verfion.

* ¢ Secundus nunc Solani inventorum
articulus, qui circa pulfum intermit.
tentem ditum, ejufque prefagia verfatur,
expendendus venit. Hanc pulfus {peciem
ille, ut fupra expofitum eft, in morbis
criticas alvi folutiones portendere fagax
vidit, eo quidem futuras copiofiores, vel
* numero, vel mole dejectionum, quo
< longiora intermiflionum {patia deprehen-
duntur. Prognofim vero hance non minus
ipfis rerum naturis, et ceconomi® anima-
lis legibus congruere, quam eam, de qua
modo agebamus, me often{urum confido,

¢ Prius autem pulfus intermittentis natu-
¢ ram et caufas confideremus. Si ab una

* Pag. 18, et feq.

4

aliqua
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aliqua. arteriofi {yftematis contractione

fanguis non adeo prompte et copiofe finui
¢« venofo et auricule cordis dextrz immit=
tatur, ut impleti ambo eum continuo et
abfque mora, confueto temporis {patiolo
in cor dextrum propellendo urgere poffint,
tunc fubfiftet aliquantifper pulfus, et inter-
miflionem patietur. Donec enim fatis
diftendantur immifio fanguine finus et
auricula, non f{atis ad contractionem
uterque poterit irritari; fi vero moram
trahat ventriculi dextri impletio, utique
differri fanguinis per pulmonem trajecti-
onem, et ad cordis finiftra reditum ; tum
¢jufdem per aortam propulfionem, adeoque
infequentem arteriarum diaftolem necefle
eft.

¢ Mora igitur longiori, quam ordinario
contingit, impletionis finus et auricule
cordis dextrae facta, pulfus edetur qualem
intermittentem appellant medici. Hanc
vero €jus pulfus fpeciem, quz abfque
anxietate aut moleftis aliis fymptomatis fit,
caufis modo memoratis omnino effici ex
eo patet, quod, i impedimentum pro-

greflus
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 greflus {anguinis vel in ipfis cordis thalamis,
vel in traje¢tu per pulmonem fubfifteret,
utique deberent palpitationes cordis,
anxietates, {pirandi difficultates inde con-
cinnari: qua omnia abefle fupponimus.

¢ His rite perpenfis, utique manifeftum
“apparebit, dum natura fluxum ventris
gnaviter molitur, pulfum, fi omnino ab
hoc molimine mutetur et turbetur, ad
intermittentis {peciem debere inclinari, ex
feceflione nimirum f{uccorum ex vafis
rubrum fanguinem ferentibus in lateralia
humores ferofas capientia, et in internam
amplam inteftinorum fuperficiem ducen-
tia. Ita enim fraudabuntur parte fuorum
liquidorum canales fanguiferi; unde minus
jufto implebitur utriufque venz cava trun-
cus, et proinde finus et auricula cordis
dextranon fatis prompte diftenta etirritata
fanguinem fuum in dextrum cordis ven-
triculum tardius jufto projicient, et reliqua
fupra memorata ordine procedent.

* Quo vero eft copiofior fuccorum ex
* vafis fanguinem rubrum ferentibus, in
¢ lateralia
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¢ lateralia diarrhcez materiem advehentia
¢ feceflio; eo intervallum inter binas arte-
¢« riarum dilatationes erat diuturnius, quod

¢ cum Solant obfervatis ad amufiim
¢ congruit.

¢ Sed monendus hic ferio letor, ut non
¢ omne pulfus intermittentis genus ab ifta
¢ feceflione humorum in vafa ferofa oriri,
¢ ita nec diarrhceam criticam, aut eam
< ciendi conatus femper ei {fuccedere. Signa
itaque reliqua debent in @®groto fimu]
perpendi; recte confulente, et Solanum
hac in re corrigente, Nihello.

"y

L]

I have now offered all that occurs to me,
at prefent, on the fubjec of this effay. Should
any farther lights be thrown upon it
by any future experience of my own, I
{hall efteem it my duty, to communicate
what I may obferve, and retract any error
I may difcover. I fhall, therefore, hold
myfelf obliged to any praitioner, who
fhall point out, wherein I may have been
miftaken ; of courfe, I fhall reap fatisfaction
in finding my obfervations confirmed by

the

W



( 144 )
the experience of others. Any infor-
mation, of either kind, will be received
with thanks, and, on a future occafion,
have due refpec paid to them.

Haymarket, St. James’s,
Feb. 18, 1758,






















