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PREF ACHE

OF the different worms that are

occafionally met with in the
human body, the Zenia is by far the
moft dangerous; not only on ac-
count of the {ymptoms it excites,
but of the difficulty with which it
is expelled. Phyficians in all ages
have complained of this lormidable
enemy, as yielding with certainty to
no known remedy. The curiofity
of the public has long been excited
with refpe& to the Morat method of
freat-
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treatment. A Swifs phyfician of the
name of Herren{chwand, more than
twenty years ago, acquired no little
celebrity by diftributing a compofi-
tion of which he ftiled himfelf the
inventor, and which was probably of
the fame nature as Madame Nouffer’s.
Several very eminent men, as Tron-
chin, Hovius, Bonnet, Cramer (2)
“and others, have written concerning
the effe&s of this remedy. It feems
that Dr. Herrenfchwand ufed to give
a powder by way of preparation, the
night before he adminiftered his {pe-
cific. Nothing could be faid with
certainty concerning the compofi-
tion either of one or the other. The
treatment was faid fometimes to pro-
duce the moft violent effe&s, and to

(a) Biblioth. raifon. Tom. 3.
leave
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leave the patients in a valetudinary
ftate. Dr. de Haen was difluaded
by his friends from ufing it, becaufe
it difordered the patients too much
(4). It will be readily conceived,
now that we are acquainted with,
Madame Nouffer’'s method, that
thefe effes were occafioned wholly
by the purgative bolus. It is not
ftrange, that refin of fcammony or
jalap, combined with mercurius dul-
cis and gamboge, all of them in
ftrong dofes, fhould in many {ub-
jeés occafion the greateft diforders.
It{eems likely, however, thatmuch of
the {uccefs of the remedy depends on
the ufe of a draftic purge. Some of
the ancients who were acquainted
with the virtues of the fern root ob-

(b)) Rat. Medend. tom, 111, p. 561.

ferved
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{erved that its efhicacy was increafed
by fcammony. Refinous purges,
efpecially when combined with mer-
cury, have often been given with
{fuccefs in cafes of Tenia. Dr. De
Haen f{aw a worm of this fort five
ells long, expelled by the refin of
jalap alone (¢). Dr. Gaubius knew a
woman who had taken a variety of
antihelmintic remedies without any
effe®, tho’ fhe had voided a portion
of Tenia an ell and a half long, pre-
vious to the ufe of thefe medicines:
“but at length, after taking a purge,
of fingular ftrength, fhe voided the
worm entire. Many other inftances
of the fame kind are to be met with
in authors. Other remedies have
occafionally been given with fuccefs.

(¢ Rat. Medend. tom. g. p. 566.
In
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In Sweden, it has been a praice to
drink feveral gallons of cold water,
and then to take fome draftic purge.
Boerhaave fays, that he himfelf {aw
a Tenia, meafuring three hundred

clls, expelled from a Ruflian by
means of the vitriolum martis (d).

(d) Ipfe folo vitriolo martis cum melle dato ex Ruffo
homine vermem trecentarum ulnarum expull.  Praeledt,
ad Inftitut. tom. vi. p. 180. I fufpe& anerror of
the prefs here, and that trecentarum {hould be read

tricenarum ; altho’ Baron Haller who publifhed the
edition from which I take this quotation, has not
noticed it amonglt the errata. Even thirty ells will
perhaps feem an incredible fize to the reader who is
a {trariger to the I'enia; and yet there are very refpec-
ctable authorities to prove 1its having been fometimes
voided of that length. In the memoirs of the academy
of fciences at Paris, A. 1709. mention is made of a
Tenia that meafured 165 feet. Dr. Rofen, late firft
phyfician to the king of Sweden, has given an ac-
count in the Stocholm memoirs, of a Tenia more
than eighty feet long. (SeeBiblioth. raifon. for 1748.)
Tulpius (Obf. 42. L. 2.) faw fragments of a worm
of this fort, that meafured above twentv ells. Many
other inftances of the fame kind might be quoted, but
1 prefume thefe few will be fufficient,

b All
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All thefe methods, however, have been
too often ineffeGtual.

Many learned writers have im-
agined that the Tenia is not a fingle
worm, but a chain of lefler worms
or afcarides linked together in a
continued feries. The ftru©ure of
the Tenia cucurbitina {cems to have
given rife to this opinion, and it
is remarkable that this worm has
been confounded with the Tenia
lata, by almoft all the ancient phy-
{icians, and by many of the moderns.
Platerus feems to have been the firft
writer who diftinguifhed them pro-
perly. They are indeed very dif-
ferent from each other.

The Tenia cucurbitina pmbably
derives its nourifhment through its
many
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many little marginal orifices. Where-
as the Tenia lata has a common
mouth in its filament or thread ; it
feems to have no marginal orifices,
and its longitudinal vein 1s capable
of being injeéted. M. Winflow found
means to fill the whole of this vein
with a coloured liquor, and Dr. De
Haen introduced a very minute filver
tube, asfar as hepleafed, into it, in the
human Tenia, without injuring i,
altho’ this could not be done in the
canine Tenia (¢). This difference
in the organization of thefe two
worms might be fulpe&ted of making
fome difference in their reprodu&ive
power, did not experience prove
them to be both equally capable of
this. Even the earth worm which

(¢) Rat, Medend. tom. g. p. 106.
b 2 Is
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1s of a much more camplicated ftruc-

ture than either of them, is never-
thelefs as eminent for this reproduc—
tive faculty as any other reptile.
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The reprodu&ion of the earth
worm, fays M. Bonnet, is much
more {urprifing than that of the
polypus, as being of a fize infi-
nitely greater, and much more
complicated in its ftructure. We
find in it a large apparatus of vif-
cerd, . wveilels, -muicles, &ec. . 11t
has blood, and that blood circu-
lates. But above all, it is an her-
maphrodite ; it unites the organs
proper to both {exes, and thefe
organs, are of the moft exquifite
ftru@ure. The earth worm, tho’ in
appearance the loweft of animals,
might exhauft the induftry of the
moft fagacious obferver, who with

the fteadinefs of a philofopher,
¢“ {hould
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¢¢ {hould confine himfelftothe exami-
<¢ nation of thisone objeé alone(f).”

If therefore, Vallifnieri, Coulet,
and many other writers, {uppofed the
Tenia to be made up of a number of
afcarides accidentally linked toge-
ther to form one long compound
worm, it was becaufe they could
have no idea of the great and won-
derful truths, which have been fince’
difcovered by M. M. Trembley, Bon-
net, Spallanzani, Necker and others.
And yet it is remarkable that M.
Andry who publithed his 7raite fur
la Generation des Fers, many years
before the properties of Zoophytes
began to be known, has the follow-
inp i expreflion. . % The . Tenia for
‘“ folitary Worm breaks eafily in
¢“ coming out of the body; and if,

hii

(f) Contemplation de la Nature tom. 1. p. 257,
¢¢ afees



[ xiv ]
¢ after being broken, that end which
““ has the head of the worm happens
“ to return in again, this broken

¢ extremity grows and regenerates

“ again like a plant (g).”

It is an obfervation made by that
ingenious anatomift Mr. John Hunter
(b) that the living principle exifts
in the {everal parts of the body, in-
dependent of the influence of the
brain or circulation, and that it {fub-
fifts by thefe, or is indebted to them
for its continuance ; and in propor-
tion as animals have lefs of brain and
circulation, the living power has

(g) © Le Tenia, ou Ver folitairé, fe rompt aife-
ment en fortant du corps, et {1, aprés s'ctre rompti,
I'extremite a laquelle tient la téte, vient a rentrer, cette
extremite rompiie croit et repoufle comme une
plante.” Tom. 1, p. 203.

(/) Natural Hiftory of the Human Teeth,
lefs
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lefs dependence on them, and be-
comes a more active principle in 1it-
felf ; and in many animals there is
no brain nor circulation, fo that this
power is capable of being continued

equally by all the parts themfelves,
M. Bonnet has remarked, that we can

difcover no marks of circulation, ei-
ther in the freth water polypus or the
Tenia (i), and therefore, both thefe
may be confidered as approaching
very nearly, to the nature of plants.

From what we now know of ani-
mal reprodudtions, it feems probable,
that the Tenia is very often multi-
plied, by being accidentally feparat-
ed into two or more portions, while
it remains in the body,

With refpe& to the fﬂllowmg httle

() Contemp, de la Nat tom, ii, p. 70.
work
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work, I flatter myfelf I am doing an
acceptable office to the public, by
putting it forth in an Englifh drefs :
the authors of it are men of the moft
diftinguithed learning and abilities,
and the obfervations they have made,
cannot be too generally known.

To the teftimonies they have col-
le&ed to prove, that the efficacy of
the fern root in cafes of Tenia, was
known to all the ancient phyficians
and to many later writers, I beg leave
to add the following quotation from
our countryman Gerard. ¢ T he roots
<« of the male fern being taken to
<« the weight of half an ounce, driv-
<« eth forth long, flat worms out of
« the belly, as Diofcorides writeth,
¢ being drunke in mede or honied
«« water; and more effeGtually, if
¢« it be given with two {cruples or

¢ two
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“« two third parts of a dram of fca-
«« mony or of black hellebore : they
« that will ufe it, faith he, muft firft
s eate garlicke. 'The female ferne is
«« of like operation with the former,
«¢ as Galen faith.” Hiftorie of Pl_zi.ﬁ_ts,
TR S L e

Since the firft edition of this work
- made its appearance, I have had an
opportunity of feecing the good effect
of the method defcribed in it, in one
patient, a labouring man, about forty
years of age, who had voided portions
of the Tenia lata, at different times,

during the fpacq of five or fix years.
“"He had taken !many_ of the popular
remedies, but from none of them had
received any permanent relief. ‘This
patient tock the whole of the fern
~ powder and bolus, but could not be
- perfuaded to make ufe of the injection

C the
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the preceding evening ; and it is per-
haps to this omiflion we may afcribe
 his voiding the worm in detached pie-
ces, as a complete evacuation of the
" Tenia lata will often depend much on
the previous evacuation of the large in-
teftines. 'The cure, however, feems to
have been perfect; for on recommend-
ing another dofe of the fern, which was
taken and worked off with Glaubker’s
falts, no joints were evacuated ; nor
has the patient had any complaints
fince.

~ To this cafe I have four others to
add, which have been communicated
to me by my learned friend Dr. Black-
burne of Durham, and which the rea-
der will find annexed to the prefent edi-
tion. This ingenious phyfician, who
is well aware of the violent operation
of the purgative bolus, has aimed af

afcer-



- =i, ]

afcertaining the effects of a milder me-
dicine ufed in its ftead : and I cannot
help exprefling a with, that his obfer-
vations on this fubje¢t may be purfued.
There is one diftinétion which the dif-
ferent ftruéture of the two kinds of
worm will perhaps enable us to make
in the mode of treatment, and it 1s this 2
in cafes of Tenia lata, when the whole
of the procefshasbeen carefully adopted,
we generally fucceed i1 our attempts to
evacuate the worm entire ; and to do
this, efpecially if the worm is of a.con-
fiderable length, will require a very ac-
tive draftic purge, fuch as the bolus in
queftion : but in cafes of "I enia cucur-
bitina, the rings of which are fo eafily
detached, we feldom obtain a cure, un-
til the patient has taken more than one
dofe of the fern root ; in fuch inftances,
therefore, it would {eem as-if the Ol
Ricini & Manna, given in the way

' c.2 ien-
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TENIA &c

HE Tenia with fhort rings, fome-
times diftinguithed by the name

of the Solitary (¢) Worm (b), {ojourns in
B S the

(@) Commonly known in Englifh by the name of
the Long Tape-Worm,.

() Lumbricus latus feu Tenia inteflinorum. Plater,
tom. ill. page S10.

4

Tania, Ver Solitaire, Solium d épine, Andry, Gener.
des Vers. c. iii.-art, 2. p. 73.

Tania a anneaux courts. Bonnet, Mem, des ‘Sav,
Etrang. vol, i. p. 478. '

L]

Tenia
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is not ftopt or mitigated by fuitable re-
medies, they fall into marafmus.

The Worm (plate 1) which occafions
thefe accidents, is long and flat, com-
poled of many very fhort rings that are
articulated to each other; and has a
kind of vein running through its whole
length, (plate 1. a.) which is more or lefs
apparent.—This has occafioned the Ger-
mans to give 1t the name of flat fpinous
Worm ; It 1s not always of the fame com-
plexion, fometimes 1t appears of a blueifth
or reddifth, and fometimes fimply of a
white colour; now and then it manifefts
itfelf only by a {pot, which 1s to be per-
ceived in the middle of each ring: in
fome of thefe Worms this {pot is of a
blacki{h colour, 1n others of a colour more
tending to white; and 1t rifes into a very
{mall prominence on each fide, that is
not eafily apparent however to the naked
eye. The tal () or pofterior end has
never been capable of examination hither-
to, becaule the Worm breaks, and the
patients void portions of it occafionally,

B2 either
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either naturally or by the means of varicus
remedies. Its body (c) which 1s ufually
feveral ells in length and flattened like a
ribband, becomes gradually narrow to-
wards 1ts upper extremity and at length
terminates in a fmall thread like appear-
ance (D) of a foot or more 1in length. The
point (k) which to the naked eye appears
very minute, when examined by the lens
feems {omewhat bulbous, and when view-
ed through a microfcope that magnifies
powerfully, 1s found to be the head of the
Worm, and is terminated by four horns of
uncqual length, which are perhaps the
channels through which the animal derives
its nourithment. The body of the Worm
extends itfelf throughout the whole mtef-
tinal canal, and often reaches even to the
anus. It has beennamed Solitary Worm (Ver
Solitarre) becaufe there commonly exifls
only one in the fame {ubject; fometimes
however, two of themare found together ;
and fometimes, after the expulfion of the
firft, there regenerates a fecond. It is by
no means ealy toremove this Worm ; the
purgative vermifuge remedies commonly

uied

\
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ufed in phyfic, bring away portions of i,
which we are always obliged to break,
in order to {eparate them from thole
which remain behind ; it feldom happens
that they effect a compleat cure.

The reader muft be careful not to
confound, with the Worm we have juft
been defcribing, the Tenia Cucurbitina
(b), which relembles it 1n many particu-

lars

¥

—

- (b) Vermis Cucurbitinus. Plater. prax. Med. tom.
i, p. 810.

T wnia, Solium fans epine, Ver Cucurbitairé. Andry,
génér. des vers, c. iil, art, il. p. 74.

Tania, Solium. Linnzi, Syft. Nat. edit. 12, p.
fi525.

Tenia d anneaux longs. Bonnet, Mem. des Sav.
Etrang. vol. 1. p. 478.

Vermi Cucurbitin. Vallifoieri, nueve Offervazioni,
p- 74

Tenia ofculis marginalibus folitariis, Linnai, A-

snoen. Acad.goop. 4. toad L 1

Tania fecunda. Le Clerc, Hift. des Vers. tab. i
A. tab. ii.

Tania
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lars, 1s equally met with in the inteftines
of animals, and occafions the fame {ymp-
toms. This laft ( plate 2.) will be dif-
tinguifhed from the preceding one, by
having neither the appearance of a head,
nor of a longitudinal vein: its rings are
much longer than thofe of the f{olitary
Worm, and are ftriated through their
whole length, being furnifhed only with
a little lateral prominence. , Thefe rings
are eafily detached from each other, fo
that they appear as fo many diftinét
worms, which have each of them life
and motion, independent as it were, of
the reft. Without examining this mat-
ter minutely, it will be fufficient to ob-
ferve here, that the form of thefle rings
when view’d together varies confiderably
Thofe of the upper extremity (B) are
much more compleat, fhort, narrow and
thin, than thole lower down; the rings
gradually becoming longer as they ap-

Tania Cucurbitina.  Vogel de Cog. et Cur. Corp.
hum. Affedt. p. 6406.

proach
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proach the lower end.(c) Thefe rings are in
fhape not unlike the {feeds of gourd, and
hence 1t is often called Gourd Worm, (Ver
de Courges) Vermas Cucurbitinus. Like the
other it 1s feveral ells 1n length, and i1s
never voided whole, but by detached
portions which fall of themielves. The
fymptoms excited by the prefence of this
Worm being the fame as thole that are
produced by the Solitary Worm, the in-
{petion of the portionsthat are difcharged,
1s the only {ure way to afcertain its {pecies.
We may very praperly add too, that, fuch
an infpection 1§ the only certain proof of
* the exiftence of any Worms whatever in
the fick body, becaule the {ymptoms they
excite and which we have related, may
depend on other caules,

‘Methods of deftroying and expelling
thefe Worms have been {ought for in
all ages. The works of the ancient
phyfictans abound with receipts in this
way. Some of thefe are {lill employed
but with little fuccefs. Others are
either wholly forgotten, or by being
differently combined, form the bafis of

' fome
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{fome of the fecret remedies which have
been extolled for the cure of this difeafe.

Amidit thefe there 1s one which {eems to
merit a particular attention. Madame
Nouffer, of Morat in the canton of Berne,
who has adminiitered it for twenty years
paft, after the inftru¢tions and example of
her hufband, has had {o conflant a fuc-
cefs, that fhe not only drew to her a great
number of patients from Switzerland, but
even from other countries and from the
north of Europe, who went to her in {fearch
of a cure by the advice of the molt re-
fpectable phyficians. The prince Bara-
tinfki, of Ruflla, experienced the utility
of it in October laft, and difcharged, the
day after his arrival at Morat, a Tenia
perfettly whole and four ells long. This
Nobleman, {ix months after his return to
Paris, perceived that he had a fecond
Worm. Madame Nouffer at his requeft
came from Switzerland to Paris, and gave

him, under the direction of M. de la Motte
his phyﬁmam a frefh dofe of the, fpecific,
which 1n fifteen hours procured an expul.
fion of another Tenia, as ergire as the
firft, and of much greater lerygth, for this

laft
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‘laft meafured eightells. The fame reme-
dy was afterwards adminiftered to other
perfons with the fame fuccefs, and went
lofar as to mitigate without any difagree-
able confequence, in a young perfon of
a very delicate and irritable habit, fome
fymptoms which had led her phyficians

to fufpect the exiftence of a Solitary
Worm. ;

His majefty having been informed of
the celebrity and efficacy of this reme-
dy, was induced to make the acquifition
of it from Madame Noulfer; we were
therefore diretted by M. Turgot, comp-
troller-general of the finances, and by
M. Trudaine, intendant of the finances,
to examine and verify its effecls, and to
make it public.—In confequence of this
regulation, Madame Nouffer has commu-
nicated to us the following account of it,
written by M. Mottet, {urgeon at Morat,
to whom, for eight years paft, fhe has con-
fided her method of cure.

-

C* Ar
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An ACCOUNT of the method
employed by Mapame NOUFFER, 77

the adminiflration qf ber SPECI-
FIC for the TENIA, and the

Regimen [be requires to be followed
during the Cure.

MﬁDAME Nouffer requires of
her patients no particular prepa-
ration till the day before they are to take
the remedy. That day they are to avoid
all aliment after dinner, till about {feven
or eight oclock at night, when they are
to take the foup No. 1; about a quarter
of an hour after this, fhe gives them a
bifcuit and a glafs of white wine, either
pure or mixed with water; fhe even
gives water alone, to thofe who have not
been accuftomed to wine. If the patient
has not been to ftool that day, or 1s natu-
rally coftive, (which 1s not ufual hewever
with patients in this way) Madame Nouf-

. fer
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fer direts the ufe of the clyfter No. 2.
after which the patient is to go to bed.

Early the next morning, about eight or
nine hours after the fupper ot the occa-
fions, evening, the patient takes the {pe-
cific No. 3. in bed, and to avoid the nau-
fea which this medicine fometimes occa-
fions, it will be right for him to chew
lemon or fomething elfe that is agreeable
to him, or he may wafh his mouth with
any thing he likes, but he muft be careful
not to {wallow any thing. He may like-
wife {mell to vinegar, to check the fick-
nefs; but if, notwithftanding all his ef-
forts, the naufea continues, and he is o-
bliged to throw up the fpecific, 1t will
be right for him to take a frefh dofe of it,
as foon as the ficknefs is gone off, and then
he fthould try to go to {leep. About two
hours after this, he muft get up and take
the purging bolus No. 4. at one or two
different times, walhing 1t down with
one or two difhes of weak green tea, and
walking afterwards about his chamber.—
When the bolus begins to operate, the

C2 patient
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patient 1s defired to take a difh of the
fame tea occafionally, until the Worm 1is
expelled ;_then, and not before, Madame
Nouffer gives him broth or {foup, and he
15 direted to dine as is ufual after taking
phyfic. After dinner he may either he
down, or walk out, taking care to con-
duct himfelf difcreetly, to eat but hittle
{upper, and to avoid every thing that 1s
not of eafy digeftion.

The cure 1s then compleat, but it is not
always effected with the {fame quicknels
i every {ubjett. He who has not kept
down the whole bolus, or who is not fuf- -
ficiently purged by it, ought totake four
hours after it, from two to eight drachms
of Eplom Salt diffolved in boiling water.
The dofe of this falt may be varied ac.
cording to the temperament and other
circumf{tances of the patient,

If the worm {hould not come away 1n

a bundle, but in the form of a thread
(which particularly happens when the
Worm is involved in much tenacious,
mucus)
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mucus), the patient muft continue to fit
upon the clofe-flool without attempting to
draw it away, drinking at the {ame time
warm weak tea: {ometimes this alone 18
not {ufficient, and the patient i1s obliged to
take another dofe of purging falt, but with-
out varying his pofition till the Worm 1s
wholly expelled.

It 1s unufual for patients who have kept
down both the fpecific and purging dofe,
not to difcharge the Worm before dinner
time. This however fometimes happens
when the dead Worm remains in large
bundles in the inteftines, fo that the foeces
becoming more limpid towards the end
of the purging, pals by it without draw-
ing it with them. The patient may in
this cafe eat his dinner, and it has been
oblerved that the food, joined to the ule
of a clyfter, has brought about the ex-
pulfion of the Worm.

Sometimes the Worm 1s brought away
by the action of the {pecific alone, before
- the patient has taken the purging bolus;

| when
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when this happens, Madame Nouffer gives
only two thirds of it, or fubftitutes the
¢ faltin its ftead.

Patients muft not be alarmed by any
{enfation of heat or uneafinefs they may
feel during the attion of the remedy,
either before or after a coprous evacuation,
or juft as they are about to void the
Worm. Thefe fenfations are tranfitory,
and go off of their own accord, or by the
afliftance of the vapour of vinegar drawn
in at the nofe.

They who have vomited both the {pe-
cific and bolus, or who have kept down
only a part of them, {ometimes do not
void the Worm that day. Madame
Nouffer therefore direéts them to take
again that night the foup No. 1. the
wine and bifcuit, and if circumftances re-
quire it the clyfter No. 2. 1f the Worm
does not come away during the night, the
gives them early the next morning ano-
ther dofe of the {ipecific, and two hours
afterwards, fix drachms or an ounce of

purging
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purging falt, repeating the whole procefs
of the preceding day; excepting the bolus,
which fhe fupprefles.

She obferves, that very hot weather di-
minithes in fome degree the action of her
remedy, fhe therefore prefers the month
of September for adminiftering it ; but as
{he has not been always able to chufe the
{eafon, and has been {fometimes obliged
to undertake the care of patients in the
hotteft days of {ummer, fhe then gave
her {pecific very early in the morning;
and with this precaution fhe {aw no dif-
ference in its effects. |

The Solitary Worm is the only one on
which Madame Nouffer’s remedy has any
certain effect ; altho’ it may be confidered
as being very ulfeful againft the Tenia
Cucurbitina ; fhe thinks it right, however,
to obferve that this laft is much more dif-
ficult to expel, and that to effeét a cure,
the procefs muft be repeated more or lefs
frequently, according to the conftitution
of the patient.

Alfter
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After this declaration, the g2gd of June
was fixed on, for making the firft trial
with Madame Nouffer’s remedy. That
lady affifted by M. Mottet, adminiftered
in our prefence, according to the procefs
we have defcribed ; the foup, the injec-
tion, the fpecific and purgative bolus, to
five different fubjetts; giving us notice
however before hand, that only one of
the five, had decifively the Solitary
Worm, and that {he propofed only this
perfon for the trial of her remedy.

This patient was M. Vincent, a native of
Neuchatel in Switzerland, who had lived
three years and a half at Paris, with M.
Mottet, a dealer in watches, in the place
Dauphine, he was twenty fix years of
age, of alively and delicate temperament,
and fomewhat thin. He was often fubject
to melancholy colics, diarrhoea accom-
panied with difrelith for food, and alter-
nately with coftivenefs and good appetite,
itching at the nofe, together with a pain-
ful {enfation about the hollow of the f{to-

mach, which extended to the right and
left
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felt like a belt. About five years before,
he had for the firft time, voided at Neufcha-
tel a portion of Tehia about two feet long,
after eating a quantity of grapes; three
years after this, after fuffering colic and
diarrhoea, he voided feveral other por-
tions at Paris. Five or {ix months after-
wards, having taken a purge, he dif-
charged two ells more, and after fix
other months he again voided about the
fame length of worm after a {pontaneous
diarrhoea. He was always obliged to
break it, otherwife it continued to hang,
or elfe returned again into the body(c).
By the advice of a celebrated phyfician
at Paris, he had taken every morning
fafting, from the 8th of February to the
8th of May, a deca&it:::n prepared by

(¢) It was from this laft fign and from what the
patient eafily recolleled when he was fhewn feveral
flat worms, that Madame Nouffer propofed him as
the only one of the five who had certainly the true

Tenia,

P - hoiling
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boiling two ounces of the roots of the
male fern, and a pugil of liquorice wood,
1n two pints of water till reduced to one;
and at intervals he took 12 grains of the

pilule Bontii.

The infufliciency of thefe remedies had
determined him to go to Morat, when he
learnt that Mrs. Nouffer was at Paris.
He therelore took on the 22d of June the
foup No. 1. then the injetion No. 2, as
did the four other fubjects, and the next
morning at fix o'clock thé Ipecific No. g,
and at half paft eight the bolus No. 4.
About an hour after he had taken the
bolus he had a ftool; in the {fecond, which
was twenty minutes afterwards, that 1s
at fifty minutes after nine, the Tenia
itfelf appeared, and at a quarter alter ten
o’clock was completely voided. This
Worm which ferved as a model for the
annexed drawing (Plate 1.) was about
three ells long; its body had towards
its large end, along the longitudinal vein

or canal, at different intervals, fevez_*al
white
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white tubercles (1. Plate 1.) about as large
as linfeed, together with feveral holes
nearly {quare, (K. Plate 1.) which pene-
trated quite through it. It was very broad
and thick,beingnearly five tenthsof aninch
wide 1n 1ts middle part, and one thirticth
part of an inch thick. . Atthe other end,
the body was lengthened out into a thin
neck or thread, extending about twenty
inches, and conftantly tapering till at
length its diameter did not exceed that of
a common {ewing thread. M. Vincent
had two other {tools after voiding this
worm; we faw him fome days afterwards
in good health, and very well fatisfied with
his cure.

We will fay a few words of the other
four patients, although they were thewn
to us by Madame Noulffer, the fecond
and the third as having the Tenia Cucur-
bitina, and the fourth and fifth as being
only fufpected of having worms.

D 2 Second
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Second Patient.

Mr. Olivau of Bourdeaux, had often
voided for {feveral years paft, the ends
of the Twnia Cucurbitina; about the end
of March, Madame Noufler’s remedy had
procured the expulfion of another portion
about fix ells long, in a bundle. He
voided another ell the day he was treated
under our infpection.

Third Patient.

Madame Dumont of Metz in Lorraine
had voided for fix years paft, fometimes
ascarides, but more frequently, portions
of the Tenia Cucurbitina of different
lengths, which fell of them{elves and alive.
The day we faw her treated the voided

affanother portion, together with fome afca-
rides.

Fourth Patient.

Madame Charles of Marcoufli, fix
leagues from Paris, had voided about
three
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three years before, {everal ends of a
worm of the {ame kind, and about the
end of May, a round worm. She had
taken feveral medicines---fhe voided no
worm of any fort by this treatment.

Fifth Patient.

The Sieur Dantel, goldimith in the
rie de la Huchette, had never voided
any kind of worms, but he was led to
fulpect the exiltence of a folitary Worm,
from the {ymptoms he felt in his flomach
and belly, and from the great quantity
of whitifh and yellowifh {lime he voided
with his ftools, and which he confidered
as corrupted and diflolved worms. He
voided much of this vifcid {lime on the
23d of June, but no worms. '

It will not be amifs to remark

1ft. That Madame Nouffer gave to the
third and fourth of thefe patients only
three. quarters of the purgative bolus
No. 4, which fhe had prepared at home,
and then brought to the houfe in which

the
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the patients were aflembled. She . in-
formed us that fhe had diminithed the

dofe on account of the delicacy of thefe
two {ubjecCts.

2dly. That not one of thefe five patients
was more incommoded by their evacua-
tions, than would have been expetted
after taking a moderate purge ; and they
were neither griped nor unealy.

qdly. That they all felt, abouta quarter
of an hour after they had taken the bolus,
and the third patient a little before he
took it, a {enfation as if fomething heavy
was delcending from the ftomach to the
lower belly. The firft patient felt this
{fenfation 1n {o remarkable a manner, that
he judged by the eale he felt foon after-
wards in his ftomach, and by the weight
and embarallment that took place in his
lower belly, that his worm had quitted
its former refidence and was defcended.

4thly. Thatall thefe patients, after tak-
ing the foupe No. 1, the night before, in
a houle



i 29 ]

a houfe in which they were affembled,
went to their refpective homes to {leep,
and there receive the injection No. g,
except the third patient who took one of
pure water, and afterwards a fecond of
oil and water. They all returned to the
houfe the next morning where they took
at the fame hour the {pecific No. g, and
the bolus No. 4 without being in bed,
nor did they lie down the whole day,
except the third patient who repofed her-
felf on a bed occafionally, but without
taking off her clothes. This patient ex-
pected the catamenia, which appeared

the {fame day.

sthly. That all thefe patients dined with
a good appetite about one o'clock, had
one or two little evacuations after dinner,
but the next morning found themfelves

as ufual,

This firlt trial having proved that the
remedy was an efficacious one and 1n no
way dangerous, we judged it right to re-

peat,
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peat, ourfelves, the fame experiments on
other fubjetts; to enable us to do this,
Madame Nouffer gave us the following
receipts, written by the fame M. Mottet.

No. 1. The foup.

“ Take a pint and a half of water, two
or three ounces of good frefh butter, and
two ounces of bread cut in thin {lices,
add to this, falt enough to {eafon 1t, and
then boil it over the fire to the confift-
ence of Pannada.”

No 2. The Clyfter.

« Take a fmall quantity of the leaves
of mallows and boil them in a {ufficient
quantity of water, mixing with it a little
{alt, and when ftrained off, add twa ounces
of olive o1l.”

Na.
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No. g. The Specific.

“ Take two or three drams of the root
of the male fern, gathered in autumn,
and reduced to a very fine powder, in
four or fix ounces of water diftilled
from fern or the flowers of the line
tree (d). It will be right for the patient
to drink two or three times of the fame
water, rincing his glafs with it, {o that
none of the powder may remain either in
the glafs or his mouth.”

The male fern prefcribed by Madame
Nouffer is the filix non ramofa dentata.
C. B. Pin. g58. Tourn. Inft. 536. Poly-
podium filix mas. Linnei, Sp. pl. 1551.
Itsroot (Pl. 111. A.) is creeping, horizon-

|d] Neither fern water nor line flower water are
ablolutely neceflary, and common water may there-
fore be {ubftituted for them. Madame Nouffer ufed
common water on the 23d of June not having any
of the others at hand, and fhe did not look upon
this as an eflential difference.

E, | tal,
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tal, compact, loaded with a great number
of appendages (8), placed very clofe to
each other, and 1n a vertical diretion.
Thefe appendages which are the remains
of former ftems (c), are of the fize of
the little finger, of a blackith colour
without, and withinfide of a yellowifh
complexion ; they are {urrounded at their
bafis by many membranous fcales (p) and
are furnifhed underneath with a tuft of
hairy roots (£); from one end of the prin-
cipal root, arife feveral ftalks (r) which
without ramifying, fupport oppolite rows
(¢) of oblong, pinnated leaves (u); thele
leaves or pinna are longefl about the
middle of the {talk (1) and become fhorter
as they approach the fummit (x). The
lefler leaves or pennule (1) are obtufe and
dentated, and their under {urface is load-
ed in the time of flowering with feveral
little, round, yellowith pacquets (M), re-
gularly difpofed: the membrane which
covers each of thefe, difcovers as its
fides open, a collection of anthera which
are at firt yellow, and afterwards of

a blackith colour when they have thrown
off
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off their feminal duft. Thefe are the
only parts of fructification that are known
in this plant, as is the cafe with all thofe
of the fame genus, the female organs of
which have not yet been difcovered.

The large root (n) 15 to be referved
for ufe, together with its appendages;
taking care to cut off the two ends, one
of which (o) is too old and {pongy; the
other (p), too new and green. The part
to be preferved ought to be firm and
compact, black without, whitith within :
it 1s to be carefully dried and powdered
whenever it 1s to be employed,

The female fern, filix ramofa major,
pinnules obtufis non dentatrs C, B. Pin. g57.
Tournefort. Inft. 536. Pteris aquilina,
Linnz1, Spec. 1533, poflefles nearly the
fame properties as the male, according to
many phyficians. It is eafily to be dif-
tinguithed by its fimple root free from
appendages; by its branching ftems; and
by its pinnz being entire, curling back
on the inferior furface, and thus cover-

E 2 ng



[ 28 ]

ing the anthera which are difpofed along
the edge.

No. 4. The purgative Bolus.

“ Take of the panacea of mercury
fourteen times fublimed, and felect refin
of {cammony each ten grains; of frefh
and good gamboge fix or feven grains;
reduce each of thele {ubftances fepa-
rately into powder, and then mix them
with fome conferve into a bolus.”

This receipt, which Madame Nouffer
derives from her hufband, may be vari-
ed in the dofe ; and fhe has had for many
years paft the fame fuccefs by reducing
the proportion of gamboge to four grains:
it was in this dofe that {he gave it in the
bolus fhe adminiftered to each of the five
patients on the 23d of June.

Madame Nouffer who brought with her
from Switzerland her remedies ready
prepared, had ufed the weights of that

country, which agree with thofe ufed in
Germany,
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Germany, where the dram i1s divided
only into fixty grains. It refulted fr m
this therefore, that to compofe a purga-
tive bolus of the {ame weight here, it
would be neceflary to add a fixth part to
each dofe, and put twelve grains of the
panacea, as many of the {cammony, and
4 grains {ix fourths of gamboge; the Paris
dram being divided into feventy-two
grains. We difcovered too, that altho’
Madame Nouffer, following her huf-
band’s inftructions, had commonly ufed
the refin of {cammony, fthe had without
knowing it, purchafed refin of jalap in its
ﬁead,but had perceived no difference in
the effects. She had complained indeed,
that this refin when reduced to powder
appeared of a yellowith colour, whereas,
that employed by her hufband, and
which the of courle preferred, -became of
alight green colour.  As foon as we were
fufficiently acquainted with thefe reme-
dies, M. Cadet undertook to compofe
them before us, in the prefence of Ma-
dame Nouffer and M. Mottet, who found
them all very well prepared. The fern

root
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root that was ufed on this occalion was
gathered in the laft autumn and was well
dried. All its ulelels parts were re-
moved, and the remainder was carefully
powdered. This powder was divided
into feveral portions, each of three drams.
The panacea mercuril was Mmercurius
dulcis, feven times {ublimed. The refin
of {cammony had been prepared the day
before, by evaporating even to drynefs a
ftrong tincture of Aleppo fcammony, made
with {pirit of wine. This refin when
viewed inthe mafswas of a blackifh colour,
but when feparated into thin laminz be-
came tranfparent and of the colour of
hyacinth; being powdered, it appeared of
a greenifh white. We began this pre-
paration by rubbing the Icammony in
a glals mortar, and then adding the
mercurius dulcis and gamboge, till
the whole was reduced to a very fine
powder. It was then made into the
form of an elettuary by a {ufficient
quantity (from 48 to 6o grains) of the
conferve of hyacinth. In this manner
feveral bolufles were prepared, each of

which
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which contained ten grains of mercurius
dulcis, the fame quantity of {cammony,
and four grainsof gamboge, Paris weight.

Thefe different pacquets were fealed,
and the foup No. 1. was given the fame
night at M. Cadets, to the patients who
were to take the {pecific. They met to-
gether again the next morning, June 26,
when they were treated in the way that
has been defcribed, and the refult of this
treatment was as follows.

Firlt Patient.

Mademoilfelle le Grand of the canton
of Fribourg in Switzerland, aged thirty
three years, and who had lived: nine
years at Paris with Mr. Naudon, riie
du Four, Fauxbourg St. Germains,
informed us that five years ago the per-
ceived fhe had a jfolitary Worm, hav-
ing voided a portion of it after taking
a common purge, fhe never felt any
itching at the nofe, but fhe had frequent
attacks of colic, and of a throbbing fen-

{atiom
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fation about the hollow of the {tomach; to
thefe fymptoms were joined, difrelifh for
food; naufea,and frequent vomitings of a
watery fluid; an almolt conftant diarrhoea;
a frequent fenfation of fomething that
feemed to rife into the throat as if to
ftrangle her, exciting at the fame time
an effort to vomit, and which cealed the
moment fhe {wallowed. Her menfirua-
tion was irregular, and fhe felt every
~month flight dizzinefs. Her {tools were
whitifh, as happens after living much
on milk. She had for five weeks palt
been taking an infufion of fern root, made
with water in which quickfilver had been

boiled.

At feven o'clock in the morning, we
gave her the powder No. g, in the full
dofe of three drams. About half after
eight the felt her ftomach as it were
newly relieved; this was {fucceeded by a
weight inthe lower belly. At nine oclock
fhe took only three quarters of the bolus
No. 4 ---She had been fo accuftomed to

puke that we feared to give her the full
dole.
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dofe, and this cautious mode of proceed-
ing, together with our fubftituting the
Paris weight for that of Germany, retarded
the evacuations fo much, that about
eleven o'clock we found it neceflary to
give her two drams of purging falt;
the {fame dofe was repeated five hours
afterwards, and at the expiration of ano-
ther hour we prefcribed the injection
No. 2. She had dined with a good ap-
petite at two oclock, but about half an
hour after receiving the injection fhe
threw up all that the had ate. The vomit-
ing returned feveral times during the reft
of the day and night: her {ftools during
that time were to the amount of eighteen
or twenty; but they were all in very
fmall quantity, and latterly they were
frothy and of a whitith colour. The
weight 1n the lower belly which began
to be felt about an hour and a half alter
fhe took the {pecific, continued till about
four in the morning. She had then for
the firt time a copious evacuation, in
which fhe voided in bundles two well
formed Teniw, feveral ells in length,

F and
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and about five tenths of an inch wide.
Each of thele worms was terminated by a
tapering neck or thread. In one of them
this thread was an ell long ; in the other
it was much thorter. Thele worms were
foft, and very ealy to be broken: this
feemed to be occafioned by their long
ftay in the large inteftines. This evacu-
ation was followed by three other fmaller
ftools, and the patient went home per-

fectly cured.
Second Patient.

Mrs. Cornu, a native of Baumont in
the canton of Fribourg in Switzerland,
aged thirty-eight years; and who has
lived for {ix years palt at Paris with the
Marchionefs D’Albert, riie Caflette, Faux-
bourg St. Germain, difcovered when fhe
was only feventeen years of age, that fhe
had a folitary Worm, having at that time
voided large portions of 1t in a diarrhoea
with which fhe was attacked during her
lying in.— During the three following
years fhe felt no inconvenience, but at

the
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the end of that time was attacked with a
diarrhoea which continued almoft incel-
fantly during eighteen months. — Her
food confifted wholly of milk and gruel.
This was fucceeded by wviolent attacks
of colic which came on every two months:
that which fhe experienced laft winter,
lafted a much longer time than ufual, and
was accompamed by a diarrhoea, during
which, {he voided five pretty confiderable
portions of Tenia. Sometimes her belly
was bound for {even or eight days toge-
ther, after which fhe had griping, watery
ftools, in which fhe evacuated much
{lime intermixed with pellicles of a dark
colour. Thefe frequent returns of diar-
rhoea have occaflioned an habitual pro-
lapfus ani. Befides all thefe {ymptoms, her
menftruation has been irregular; fhe has
fometimes {ullered duringamonthormore,
an almoft conftant naufea without vomit-
ing; palpitations after the lealt motion;
pains about the umbilical region, but none
at the {ftomach; and itchings at the nofe
and rectum.

F 2 She
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She took three drams of the {pecific
the 26th of June at feven in the morning,
and at nine o’clock a little more than half
the purgative bolus. The caufes which
had retarded the action of the purge in
the firfl patient, produced fimilar effetts
in this, and fhe felt nearly the fame
{fymptoms: fhe did not however feel
her ftomach relieved i the manner
the former patient had experienced.
About half an hour after one, {he took
two drams of purging falt; dined at two
o’clock with a good appetite ; and at four,
received the injeétion No. 2. In the courfe
of the day and the might, fhe had fourteen
or fifteen middling ftools without pan.
She was difpofled to fleep in the night,
but was interrupted ‘by feveral evacua-
tions, four or five of which were more
confiderable than the former ones. In
the morning it was difcovered that fhe
had voided two diftinct Temize. M. de
Juilieu who had flept at M. Cadets, faw
one of them at half an hour after [ix
oclock, alive and in motion. Thele two
worms which were foft, and divided into

feveral
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feveral portions, were nearly an inch
wide: one of them was of a greyifh white;
the other was fomewhat thinner, and of a
yellowifh colour. The patient notwith-
ftanding her evacuations, found herfelf
exceedingly well. It i1s right to obferve,
that Madame Nouffer had given her fome
vermifuge remedies, three weeks before,
with a view to difcover by the evacua-
tion, what kind of worm occafioned the
complaints. — Thefe worm cakes, the
compolfition of which will be defcribed
i the poftfcript (No. 6) purged the patient
during three days, nearly forty times each
day, and weakened her very much, but
without expelling any worm. Ten days
afterwards, however, fhe voided f{ome
alcarides, and a portion of Tenia four or
five ells in length.

Third Patient.

The third patient was the Sieur Allain
of the riie Charpentiere at Paris, of a
pretty good habit of body. This pa-

) tient
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tient voided a portion of folztary Worm (¢)
about thirty years ago, after an attack of
colic and diarrhoea. Since that time, he
has conftantly had a return of the {ame
complaint four or five times every year,
which has as conftantly ended in the fame
manner, by his voiding portions of Tenia,
which he has alwaysbeenobliged tobreak.
He has felt during almoft the whole of
this time a dull heavy pain about the
umbilical region ; together with ficknefs
at the ftomach; fometimes dizzinefs: lan-
guor and pain in his limbs ; difrelith for
food; and now and then, itching at the
nofe.

He took three drams of the fpecific at
feven oclock in the morning, and the
whole purgative bolus at nine. He foon
found his ftomach relieved of its ordinary
weight, which feemed to be got down into

T

[¢] He was {hewn a Tenia Cucurbitina, and a
Tenia Lata, he was then certain that the worm he
had voided, refembled the latter of thefe.

the
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the lower belly. He felt a fenfation about
the rectum, as 1f 1t was {topped by fome-
thing that prevented him from going to
fiool. In order to accelerate the evacua-
tions, we gave him half an ounce of purg-
ing {alt about noon, and as much more an
hour afterwards. At two o'clock he ate
with a good appetite, and at four received
the injection No. 2. Another inje¢tion of
warm water and three drams of common
falt was thrown up at fix o'clock. The
evacuations were not in any great number
during the day, but in the courfe of the
night he had twenty copious flools, and
at five o'clock the next morning he was
relieved of the weight he had felt at the
re(tum. This was found to be the worm
colletted into a bundle. After this he
had fome other {light watery ftools. The
Tenia meafured between five and fix ells
in length; its neck or thread was very
long, and its body broad and thick. It
was of an afth colour, and its long {tay
in the large inteftines had foftened it
much. The thin part of its neck was

broken off, and reduced to the confiftence
of
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- of pafte. The patient was very Iivély and
well plealed.

Fourth Patient.

While we were at M. Cadets on the
evening of the 206th, with the patients
whom we have jult now mentioned,
Margaret Schmidt, a native of St. Peter]-
burgh, came to requelt us to give her the
remedy at the fame time. This patient
who has been ayear at Paris to learn mid-
wifery, under M. Le Bas, {urgeon in the
riie Chriftine, 1s thirty-two years of age,
and of a thin and delicate habit of body.
She informed us that fhe began to void
portions of Tenia, ten years ago, and
that fhe brought away a piece ten days
before fhe came to us. The {ymptoms
{he complained of, were an unealy fenfa-
tion about the {tomach, which extended
round her like a belt; head ach; dizzi-
nefls ; naufea; colic; pain in the loins;
itchings at the nofe; and fometimes, tho’
rarely, diarrhoea. She faid the had taken
fome medicines in Ruflia, but fhe re-

mem-
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membered nothing concerning their com-
pofition. At Paris fhe had taken no-
thing.

We direfted her to the ufe of the
panada and injection, and the next morn-
ing June 27th, at three quarters after fix
oclock, fhe took three drams and a half
of the fpecific; and at half an hour after
nine, the bolus, compofed of ten grains of
mercurius dulcis, ten of the refin of {cam-
mony and five of gamboge, German
weight (g). Soon after taking this bolus,
fhe felt her ftomach relieved, and a weight
defcending into the abdomen. At a
quarter after twelve o'clock, fhe voided,
without perceiving it, and in one bundle,
two white Teni, quite perfect, with their-

[¢2] We preferred the German weight to that of
Paris, in this laft cafe, that we might fee whether
the activity of the remedy was retarded in the three
preceding patients, from the dofe betng diminifhed :
and our experience confirmed the truth of ‘this con-
jeGure ; the addition, of a fixth part more, having
brought away the worm in a much fhorter time.

G thread,
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thread, and refembling the figure of that
given by M. Le Clerc 1n his eighth plate
fig. 1. The fhorteft of thefe worms mea-
fured three ells and a half, its thread
viewed througha lens,{feemedto terminate
in a little tubercle, not unlike the beak
of a duck and of a reddifh colour. The
thread of the other Tenia when examined
through the fame lens, appeared to end
in a Ipiral of two turns and a half, which
was changed into a f{traight line, by put-
ting the worm 1nto {pirit of wine.

Three other patients who imagined
they had a folitary Worm, but whom we
fuppofed to be affected in fome other
way, were defirous however of taking
Madame Nouffer’s remedy. It produced
no other effect, than that of purging them
fmartly, and evacuating much mucus.

The Sieur Olivau one of the patients
of the 23d of June, who both the times he
had been treated before, had voided por-
tions of the Temia cucurbitina, brought

away nothing in this third trial, to which
he
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he had defired to {fubmit himfelf. We
therefore prefumed that he was perfectly
cured. The Sieur Daniel, another pati-
ent who defired likewife to repeat the
fame treatment, voided only a quantity of
mucus, which relieved him much, and
he was then convinced that his complaints
were not occafioned by a Tenia.

Thefe are the experiments we made to
alcertain the efficacy of Madame Nouf-
fer’s remedy; and we are fo well fatis-
fied with them, that we fully give 1t our
approbation.

This {pecific, however, 1s not to be con-
fidered as a new difcovery; the eflicacy
of Fern in cafes of Tenia having been
known long ago. Theophraftus (4) pre-

G 2 {cribes

(h) Filix femina utilis contra interaneorum ani-
malia lata, melle [ubalta, et comtra tenuia in vino
dulci cum farind hordeaced data. Theophr. Hiftor.
Plant. Gazi interprete, lib. ix, cap. 20. Filicis
maris
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Icribes 1its root, in dofes of four drams,
given in water {weetened with honey, as
ufeful in expelling flat worms. Diofco-
rides orders it in the fame dole, and adds
that its effects are more certain when it is
mixed with four oboli (40 grains) of fcam-
mony or black hellebore; he particularly

maris (Pteris) radix lumbricum latum excutit, qua-
tuor drachmarum pondere, cum aqud mulfa accepta,
melius autem fi cum [cammenie, aut veratri nigri
obolis quatuor quis exhibeat. Verum eos qui accipiunt
allium prius ediffe oportet. Filicis femine (The-
lypteris) radices cum melle in eclegmate fumpte latum
lumbricum expellunt ; cum vino vere pote, drachma-
rum trium pondere, rotundum lumbricum excutiunt,
Diofcorid. Mater. Med. interprete Cornario, /1.

iV, Cap. 163. Filicis (tum maris, tum femine)
radices pellunt {nterancorum animalia Utraque
alvum folvit, primo bilem trahens, mox aquam, meliis
T enias cum [cammonii pari pondere. Plin. Hift. Nat,
lib. xxvii. cap. g.——Filix masradicem habet maxi-
mé utilem, latum enim Iumbricum interficit, fi quis
eam quatuor drachmis cum melicrato bibat. Galen.
fimplic. /ib. 8. Princip. Medic. Altivs, p. 49.
. Oribafius, p. God..

requires
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requires that garlic fhould be taken before
hand. Pliny, Galen, Oribafius, and Aétius
afcribe this fame virtue toFern,and are fol-
lowed in this by Avicenna, and the other
Arabian phyf{icians. Dorftenius(z), Valerius
Cordus, Dodonzus, Mathiolus, Dalecham-
pius, who commented on Diofcorides, or
copied him in many things, all mention
the fern root as a {pecific againft the Te-
nia. Sennertus (4), and Burnet after him,
recommended 1n fimilar cafes an infufion
of this plant, or a dram of 1its powder for

(i) Dorftenii botanic, p. 124.
Hitt. p. 459. Mathiol, Comment. in Diofcorid.
p. 1289. Dalechamp. Hiit Plant. p. 1222.
Filix mas Germanice Faven, five Faven-kraut vo-
catur, proptéréa quod latos ventris lumbricos expellat,
quos Germani Faven nominant, Valer. Cord. Annot,
in Diofcor. p. 76.

Dodon. Stirp.

(k) Commendatur imprimis filix, € qua recenti aqua
diftillata datur, vel pulvis, drach. [J. pondere, in-
fantibus; natumajoribus, drach. 1 5 adultis, drach. iii
pondere, cum aqua galege, que fine ullis molefliis
vermem et lenté et cito fi velis, enecat.  Sennert.
Pra&. p. 420. Burnet, Thefaur. Medic. p. 648.

young
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young perfons, and three drams for a-
“dults. Simon Paulus (/) quoted by Ray
and Geoffroy, confiders it as the moft ef-
ficacious of all poifons againft the flat
worm, and as being the bafis of all the
fecret remedies extolled by Empirics in
that difeale. Andry (génér. desVers, pages
246 and 249) prefers diftilled fern water to
the root 1n powder, or he employs it only
in the form of an opiate, or mixed with
‘other {ubftances.

Thefe are not the only authors who have
mentioned the Tenia; many others have
defcribed this worm, the fymptoms it
excites, and the treatment proper to ex-

() Filix lumbricos longos ac latos enecat, quorum
prafentiffima peftis ¢ff—eamque inter fecretiffima fua
fecreta, adverfus lumbricos habent ¢t venditant
Agyrte. Simon Pauli quadrip. bot. p. 301, Raii,

Hift. Plant, vol. 1. p. 149. Geoffr. Mat. Medic.
wvol. i1t p. 476,

pel
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pel it, Almoft all of them mention the
fern root, but at the fame time they point
out other remedies as pollefling equal
efficacy. Amonglt thefe we find the bark
of the root of the mulberry tree, the juice
of the awricula muris (m) the roots of
chameeleon niger (n), ginger, zedoary ; de-
cottions of mugwort, fouthernwood,
wormwood, penyroyal, origanum, hyflop,
and in general, of all bitter and aromatic
plants, &c. Some of them dirett the
{pecific to be fimply mixed and taken
in wine or honey and water; others join
to it the ule of {ome purgative remedy
which they fay adds to its efficacy.

(m) Alfine myofotis five auricula muris, Lobel.
461. Echium fcorpioides arvenfe. C. B. Pin. 254.
Lithofpermum arvenfe minus. Tourn, Infl. 136,
Myofotis Scorpioides, Linn, Spec, 188,

(n) Chameleon niger. Diofcorid.  Chameleon
niger umbellatus, flore ceruleo hyacinthino. C. B.
Pin. 380. Carthamus aculeatus, carline folio, flore
multiplici, veluti umbellato, Cor. Inft. 33. Cartha~
mus corymbofys, Linn, Spec, 1164.

Ori-
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Oribafius (o), Sylvius, &c. diftinguifh the
Ipecific that kills the worm, from the
purgative that evacuates it, and direct
them to be given at different times. Sen-
nertus (p) gives a very fatisfaCtory reafon

(o) Hac brevifimo tempore lumbricos interimunt,
quos poftea medicamentum educit. Princip. Medic.
Oribas. p. 329. Lumbric: fi adfunt, egri fanan-
- tur, 1. Viflis ratione.—— 2. Remediis mecantibus
lumbricos—abfinthio, abrotano, menthaftro, allio, ra—
dice filicis mafcule, radice graminis, &e. 3. Re-
mediis enecatos expellentibus, ut aloé, abfinthium,
rhabarbarum——<& (pracipue pro lumbricis latis)
pilule ex aldé, myrrhd, croco, &Ic. Sylvius, p.

442.

(p) Fortioribus medicamentis opus ¢ff ut interfi-
ciantur lumbrici lati. Quapropter etfi in teretibus
purgantia cum interficientibus commodé admifceantur ;
prefiat tamen in latis, nulla iis purgantia primunt
admifcere, cam purgantia non finant medicamenta
wermes interficientia diii in inteftinis herere, [ed ea
cit per alvum fecum educant. Sivero prius exhibe~
auntur medicamenta que ipfum debilitent, totus rotun-
dus factus ad pile figuram exit, et homo fanus evadit.
Sennert, Pra&. p. 420, Burnet, Thef. Med.

p. 6438.

for
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for adopting this method. If we give, {ays
he, the purgative medicine and the fpeci-
fic at the fame time; the latter will be
haftily carried off, before it can have ex-
erted 1ts powers on the worm: whereas
if we give the fpecific firft, and thus weak-
en the worm, it will colleét itfelf into a
bundle, and being brought away by
means of the purge, the patient will be
‘cured. The cure will be more {peedy
if the prima viez have been previoufly
lubricated. Thefe precautions are all of
them eflential to the {uccefs of the re-
medy, nor are they neglected by Madame
Nouffer in her method of treatment.
The panada and inje¢tion fhe prefcribes
the night before, to lubricate the inteftines
and prepare the prima vie. The fern
root taken in the morning, kills and de-
taches the worm: of this the patients
are {enfible by the ceflation of the pain
in the ftomach, and by the weight that 1s
felt in the lower belly. The purgative
bolus adminiftered two hours after this,
procures a complete evacuation; it 1s
compoled of {ubitances that are at once

H purga-
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purgative and vermifuge, and which
even when adminiftered alone, by differ-
ent phyficians, fometimes fucceeded in
expelling the worm. If this purgative
fhould appear to be too {lrong, the reader
will be pleafed to recolleét, that it pro-
duced no 1ll effects in either of the
cafes that came under our obferva-
tion; and that in one of thofe cafes, by
diminifhing the dofe, we evidently re-
tarded the evacuations. Regard however
is to be had both to the age and the tem-
perament of the patient, and the treat-
ment fhould always be directed by a
prudent and experienced phyfician, who
may know how to vary the proportions
of the dole, as circumf{tances may require.
If the purgativeis not of {fufficient {trength,
the worm after being detached by the
fpecific, remains too long a time in the
inteftines, and becoming {oon corrupted,
is brought away only in detached por-
tions: on the other hand if the purgative
is too ftrong, it occafions too much irri-
tation, and evacuations that cannot fail ta
be inconvenient.

Madame



S

- Madame Noulfler’s long expeﬁence has
taught her to diftinguifh all thefe circum-
ftances with fingular adroitnefs.

This method of cure is, as we have {een,
copied in a great meafure from the anci-
ents ; 1t may be poflible to produce the
fame ecffects by varying the remedies;
but the manner of applying them 1s by
no means indifferent : we fhall be always
more certain of fuccels, if the inteftines
are previoufly evacuated, and if the Ipe-
cific 1s given fome time before the pur-
gative bolus. It is to this method that
we think Madame Noufler’s conftant fuc-
cels 1s to be attributed.

Her remedy has likewife {fome power
over the Tenia cucurbitina, but as the
ringsof this worm {eparate fromeach other
more ealily than thofe of the Tenia lata,
it 1s almoft impolflible for it to be expelled
entire. It will be neceflary therefore to
repeat the treatment feveral times, till the
patient ceafes to void any portions of
worms. It mufl likewife be repeated 1f

H o after



L 58 ]

after the expulfion of one folitary Worm
another fhould be generated in the intefti-
nal canal. This laft cafe is {o rare, that
it has been fuppofed that no perfon can
have more than one of thefe worms, and for
this reafon it has been named folitary
Worm, which being once removed could
never be renewed or replaced by a fe-
cond : but our own experience has prov-
ed, that this notion 1s an ill founded pre-
judice, and we know that fometimes
thefe worms {ucceed each other, and that
fometimes many of them exift together.
Two living Tenie have frequently been
expelled from the fame patient. We had
three examples of thison the 26th and
27th of June, and to thele we may add
a fourth and ftill more ftriking inftance
related by M. de Haen (7), of a woman
who voided eighteen entire Tenix at
once. In thefe cafes the {fymptoms are
ufually more alarming, and the appetite

() Ant. de Haen, Ratio Medendi, tom. viii,

F. ) | 5'},
becomes
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becomes exceflive, becaufe thefe worms
derive all their nourifhment from the
chyle. If too auftere and ill judged a
regimen deprives them of this, they may
be expelted to attack even the mem-
branes of the inteftines themf{elves. This
evil 1s to be avoided by eating frequently.
Such are the precautions indicated in this
difeafe. The ordinary vermifuge reme-
dies commonly procured only a palliative
cure, perhaps becaufe they were too often
improperly adminiltered. The efficacy
of that which we now offer to the public,
feems to be confirmed by experience. . It
was our duty by making it public as foon
as poflible, to fulfil the benevolent inten-
tions of our fovereign, who defires that
difcoveries which promife to be ufeful to
his fubjects, may be made known as foon
as pollible.—We therefore pafled flightly
over the natural hiftory of worms, and
have dwelt more particularly on that part
of the {ubject which was the more inter-
efting to us, becaule it related to the
health of our fellow citizens. So that

after having defcribed in a few words, the
twa



[ 52 1

two principal kinds of Tenia; and after
having diftinguifhed the character of eachs
together with the {ymptoms which de-
note their exiftence in the human body;
we pafied on immediately to the method of
cure, and to an examination of the re-
medy propofed. The experiments that
we made to alcertain its eflicacy, and to
point out the nature of its compofition,
have been defcribed with a care and ex-
attitude which may be thought perhaps
to be unneceflarily tedious and minute.
But we conceived that thefe details were
the more important, as this {pecific {for
the folitaryWorm, after havingbeen known
to the ancient Greeks, and recommended
from time to time by phyficians of the
firft diftin¢tion, was fallen, together with
many others, into oblivion and even
into contempt, becaule it had not always
been given with equal fuccefs. This
difference in the refult feems to have
arifen on the one hand, from the fpecific
itfelf and the manner of adminiftering
it, not having been delcribed with Iu{hm-
ent care; and on the other, from phy-

ficians
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ficians having deviated too much from
the prattice of the fathers of medicine,
without confidering fo much as they ought
to do, that changes the moft favourable in
appearance, will often render remedies
of no ufe, altho former experience may
have proved them to be polflefled of con-
fiderable efficacy.

Signed at Paris this g1ft of Auguft, 1775.
| Laflone
Macquer
Gourley de la Motte
A. L. de Juflieu
J. B. Carbun
Cadet,

APPEN:
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4 Letter fron Dx. BLACKBURNE, Phyfi-
cian at Durbam, to DR, SIM M O N'S,

Dear Sir,

YOUR late publication, promifing a fpeci-
fic remedy for a troublefome and dangerous
difeafe, entitles you to the beft thanks of the
public in general, and of the medical world
in particular; and I am heartily glad that it
has been {o favourably received.

The experiments that are related in it can-
not be more ftrongly recommended, than by
the candour with which they feem to have
been conduéted, the authenticity of their
vouchers, and the flattering good effeéts they
have produced on the patients. 1 have no

I doubt
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doubt but they will excite the truly philofo-

phical {pirit of enquiry, which fo eminently
marks this age and country; and induce us

alfo to take up the {ubjeét, and determine the
ftandard merit of the medicine, by equally
impartial trials.

Hitherto, you fay, you have received no
communications of this fort from any of our
own countrymen ; and therefore I have the
lefs hefitation in fending you all the faéts that
1 have been able to colle&, fince your treatife
firft turned my attention to the {ubje&. Im-
perfe& and few in number as they are, you
muft not expeft much information from
them: my end in {ending them will be fully
anfwered, if they encourage others to more
accurate cbfervations,

A BT,

The firft patient I faw in this difeafe, was
2 labourer of between forty and fifty years of
age. He complained of a conftant {welling

of
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of his ftomach and bowels ; frequent naufea,
particularly in the morning; fometimes gri-
ping pains in his bowels, attended with loofe
{tools ; itching in his feat, and general languor.
He had pafled {everal fmall portions of a broad,
flat, white worm ; and had taken many me-

dicines without relief ; but he knew not what
they were,

He was treated under the infpeftion of a
very judicious phyfician, according to Mad.
Nouffer’s dire€tion; and after the neceffary
preparations of the preceding evening, he took
three drams of the fern-powder at fix o'clock
in the morning, and two hours afterwards
the whole purgative bolus. I faw him about
eleven o'clock, and found him complaining of
exceflive ficknefs at his ftomach, and pains in
his bowels; a cold {fweat on his forehead,
and more difordered than 1 have ufually ob-
ferved patients to be, from the ufe of the more
draftic purgatives. He had had a loofe ftool
about nine o’clock ; and after that thought his
ftomach felt lighter, and that the pain was

'
I 2 lower
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lower *'down 1n his belly. About twelve
o’clock he was relieved by a very large eva-
cuation, and voided a worm of about ten feet
long, anfwering exaltly to the defcription of
the Zenia Lata, or Tape-worm, in the firft
plate; only that it was not fo broad, and
the rings or joints rather longer, in pro-
portion to the breadth. It tapered towards
one end, till it was very {mall; the head
could not be difcerned by the naked eye, and
it is probable was broken off’; but it was not
examined with a microfcope. The man ftaid
two or three days in the hofpital, and then
went away relieved from all his {ymptoms,

The {econd cafe fell under my own dis
retion laft month; 1s a cafe of the Tenia
Cucurbitina ; and as it was preceded by a long
and tedious illnefs, which might perhaps have
originated from the fame caufe, I fhall give
you the patient’s account of himfelf at full

length,

CASE
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R. F. fifty-four vears of age, of a robuft
make, and originally of a ftrong habit of bo-
dy, after having lived about four months in
the ifland of Jamaica, in the year 1751, was
{eized with an intermitting fever, attended
with oppreffion at his breaft. and pains in his
bowels, with great thirft, and his tongue co-
vered every morning with a thick white fur,
which was fo tmuﬁlefmne, that he was obli-
ged to {crape it off with a blunt knife; ftu-
por and giddinefs in his head, which lafted
for a few minutes at a time, with fits of great
depreflion of fpirits for fome hours together.
For thefe diforders he took many medicines,
without effe&t. In the year 1753 he com-
plained of a pain and hardnefs on the right
fide of his ftomach, which hindered him from
lying upon that fide. He was told that it
was an enlargement of his liver; and took
great quantities of mercurial medicines, but
without relief, which always purged him vio-
lently for two days, and brought on a numb-

nefs
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nels in one of his legs. He feels the fame
pain and hardnefs about his ftomach when
he gets cold: and it has frequently been re-
ireved by electricity. b

In the year 1755 he had a {welling that
extended over the whole abdomen, and fo
painful that he could not walk, and hardly
move, and attended with a dyfentery; and
the year after, a {cabby eruption broke out
over his arms and the infide of his thighs,
‘Fhefe complaints, particularly the weight,
pain and.oppreffion at his breaft, and pains
in his bowels, continued, in a greater or lefs
degree till he returned to England in the

year 1774

~Soon after his return he accidentally dif-
covered, in his ftools, {everal pieces of a flat
white worm, about three quarters of an inch
leng, which he took to be diftin&t worms;
and amongft thefe, he fays, he once faw one
of the reund worms, or Lumbrici. He im-
mediately began a courfe of worm medicines ;

which
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which, though they did not take away the
{ymptoms, yet gave him fome relief, and
brought away {everal feet of the worm ; which
encouraged him, by the hopes of a perfelt
cure, to try a great variety of reputed anthel-
mintics ; the chief of which were calomel;—
dec. marrubii ;—zthiops mineralis ;—pulv.
ftanni cum rheo & corallind ;—pulv. ftanni
cum croco & fabini ;—{pir. Genevenfis ;—&ec.

Mercury had the fame violent effets as be-
fore; and it is remarkable, that while he was
taking no medicines he vfually pafled a few
fingle joints of the worm every other day;
but upon taking any of the above-mentioned,
though they acted as purgatives that day or
the next, he did not pafs the joints, as ufual,
till the fourth day, when they came away in

greater quantity, and along with them pieces
from five to eight feet long,

He applied to me about the middle of
March, and then complained of an unealy
oppreflion, and gnawing pain at his ftomach,

| which
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which was increafed by turning to one fide
or the other as he lay in bed, and obliged him
to lie on his back : it was very troublefome
in the morning, but much relieved by chew-
ing gentian root. He complained alfo of 2
weight and relaxation of his bowels, which
obliged him to wear a belt to fupport them ;
had often feverifh heat and thirft, fometimes
a cold chill feel acrofs his ﬂ'mu.lders, conftant
nervous tremors, wearinefs in his legs, great
depreflion of {pirits, ftupor and giddinefs in his
head, and his appetite voracious (he had alrea-
dy got your publication, and was preparing
fome of the root of the male fern from your
plate and characters).

On the 24th of March, at {ix in the morn-
ing (after the ufual preparations the evening
before) he took the full dofe of the {pecific, and
two hours after, the bolus without the mer-
cury, and with fix grains of diagrydium in-
ftead of ref. jalap. About ten he thought his
ftomach fomewhat lighter; and having an-
inclination .to ftool, he neglefted to take fix

' ‘ i drams
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drams of Glauber’s falt till four in the after-
noon, which had no effeét during the evening.
He was averfe to the inje¢tion; and went to
bed without any evacuation, {lept all night,
and at eight o’clock the next morning (the
25th) repeated three drams of the {pecific,
and two hours after it half an ounce of Glau-
ber’s falt. In a quarter of an hour after taking
the falt he pafled about eight feet of the Ze-
nia Cucurbitina, freth, as if it had not been
long dead, and {fo tenacious, that it did not
{feparate on being taken up by the middle: it
refembled the plate very exactly ; the rings or
joints at one end were about three quarters of
an inch long, at the other one-third. He had
{feveral loofe ftools in the courfe of the day,
without any material griping pains ; paffed no
more of the worm, but fiill felt the weight
at his ftomach.

On Friday the 27th, he repeated the full
dofe of the powder, and the bolus, with refin
of jalap; and about eleven in the morning

voided about ten feet more of a2 worm of the
| K {ame
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fame appearance as the former, with refpect
to the length, breadth, and tapering of the
joints. The evacuation was copious, and at-
tended with little or no griping pain. He
found himfelf much lighter, and greatly re-
lieved by this fecond dofe; and being fenfi-
ble that more was left behind, was eafily per-
{fuaded to purfue the cure. Accordingly, on
Sunday the 29th, T gave him two drams of
the powder, two drams on Monday, and on
Tuefday the full dofe of three drams; and
two hours after the {ame bolus as he had on
the 27th, with the addition of fix grains of
calomel. This produced a very large ftool
within two hours, which was followed by fe-
veral more in the courfe of the dayv, confi-
fiing of feveral pieces of the fame kind of
worm, from fix inches to two feet long, great
numbers of fingle joints, fome whole, and
fome half diffolved, with a vaft quantity of
mucus. This bolus caufed fevere griping
pains of the bowels, with prolapfus Reéti;
which had before been the confequence of mer-

curial purges. Since that time he is {furpri-
fingly

B e
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fingly changed for the better, relieved from all
his {ymptoms, fays he is quite another man,
and enjoys better health than he has done for
twenty years paft.

@, TR N DR § 0

Robert Hall, a weaver, aged forty-five,
complains of a weight at his ftomach, attended
with a gnawing pain which is moft fenfible
when he awakes in the morning, but ceafes
immediately upon taking a piece of bread,
or any food. His ftomach is {fwelled, and
hard to the touch; his belly regular, with
ftools, fometimes loofe, in which he has ob-
{erved, for four years paft, portions of a broad
flat white worm, from three to eight inches
long; though he had not the trcublefome fen-
fation in his ftomach till within thcfe nine
months. Countenance pale, itching in his
feat, pulfe and appetite natural. He has ta-
ken no medicines , but has chewed chamomile
flowers and tobacco for fome weeks paft, by
which he thinks the gnawing pain at his fto-
mach is become lefs acute,

K 2 On
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On Wednelday April 1ft, in the evening,
he took the foup, and after it the bifcuit and
wine ; and the next morning, at fix o’clock,
three drams of the {pecific, and the whole pur-
gative bolus at eight. He had a copious eva-
cuation before ten, by which he thought his fto-
mach {enfibly relieved: this was followed by fe-
veral more in the courfe of the day ; but at-
tended with Tenefmus and violent griping
pains in the hypogaftrium, fhooting through
into his back, and mixed with a {mall quan-
tity of blood. About {even in the evening he
pafled a portion of the-Tenia Lata, about five
inches 1Ung, tapering from one end to the
other, and about one-cighth of an inch broad
in the middle. His pains {hll continuing,
he repeated the powder, with an ounce of
Glauber’s falt, the next morning ;, and about
eleven o'clock, a common injeftion, which, in
lefs than half an hour, brought away with
it a vaft quant'lt}f of thick, glﬁtinmus, brown-
coloured mucus, mixed with dead fkins, {fome
blood, and excrementitious matter. He was

smmediately relieved: from the {evere griping
pains ;
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pains; though his bowels and reStum re-
mained fore for two or three days. Heis
now perfettly recovered, and has had no re-
turn of the pain at his ftomach, or any other

ﬁompla-ints.

G BN

* Adelinda Marfhal, aged fourteen. About
two years ago, as the was gleaning in a corn
field, felt an itching in her feat, and pulled
away from her, with her hand, ‘two or three
joints of the Tenia Cucurbitina, or gourd-
worm. Since that time fhe has parted with
feveral more of the fame fort, both in this
manner and by ftool. For fome months paft
has complained of a heavy gnawing pain at
her ftomach, which 1s worft in the morning,
and ceafes on eating; appetite voracious ; fleep
interrupted with frightful di'eams; grinding
of the teeth; feverith heat and thirft; pulle
108 ; belly regular, with griping loofe ftools,
mixed with joints of the worm, |

On
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- On the 24th of April laft, by the advice of
fome of her neighbours, fhe took from fif-
teen to twenty grains of the powder of the
leaves of the greater black hellebore, or fet-
terwort, and drank after it fome mugwort
tea; and in the courfe of that day pafled,
firft fifteen feet, and foon after ten feet more,
of the Tenia Cucurbitina. Two days after-
wards the furgeon who attended her gave her
a calomel purge, which operated with fevere
pains in the bowels, and brought away about
twelve {eparate joints, and a {mall earth.

worin,.

T faw her on the 28th of Avpril ; fhe com-
plained much of fever and thirft, and of pain
and {welling in her {tomach and bowels. I
ordered her to drink plentifully of barley-
water, with a folution of G. Arab. and nitre
for two days; and then finding the fever a
good deal abated, I gave her three drams of
the {pecific in the morning of the 1ft of May,
at fix o’clock ; at feven fhe had a {mall ftool,
~ with one joint of the Zenia, and a {mall
earth-

e
LTS
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carth-worm ; at eight fhe took half of the
purgative bolus, and in about half an hour
afterwards vomited a large quantity of vifcid
phlegm ; had feveral copious evacuations in
the courfe of the day, but pafled no more
portions of the worm. Her ftools were at-
tended with {evere tormina, and an increafe
of the feverith heat, thirft, and quick pulfe.
However, the was greatly relieved by thefe
evacuations, flept foundly, eat more mode-
rately, and had not that gnawing pain at her
fiomach ; though fhe ftill complained of an
uneafy weight there, and had fometimes a re-
turn of her fever. After a few days I was
induced, by a continuance of this complaint,
to repeat two drams of the fpecific, and to
{ubftitute, inftead of the bolus, a draught of
Ol Ricini, diffolved with the yolk of an egg,
and mixed in half a pint of barley-water, as
well to increafe the bulk of the medicine, as
to make it lefs naufeous than the oil itfelf.
This, though retained with difficulty, had a
very defirable efle¢t: it operated with-
out inducing gripes, or bringing on the fe-

ver;
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ver; and produced very copious ftools of of-
fenfive contents, with a few joints of the Te-
nia. 1 repeated 1t a fecond time, with the
fame effet; and the girl now fays fhe feels
none of her former complaints, is chearful
and happy, and thinks herfelf quite well;
though it is probable that fome of the worm
may ftill be left behind.,

From thefe inftances, in which I have en-
deavoured to do all poffible juftice to Mad.
" Nouffer’s method, by adhering clofely to her
direétions, {ometimes even contrary to my
own judgment, I am of opinion, ‘that the
fern powder 15 a good medicine in this dif-
order, and worthy the farther attention of

the faculty.

It has been urged, as an objeftion, that
the purgative bolus, and particularly the
mercury contained in it, would have pro-
duced all the recited good effelts, though the
powder had never been adminiftered. 1 con-
fefs, I am {o far from being of this opiniony

that

.
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5.IL

Extraff of a Letter from Dr. DUNCAN,
Phyfician at Edinburgh, to DR, SIMMONS.

Since 1 faw your account
of the Tenia, I have had occafion to treat only
one cafe of the kind. A woman, for the
{pace of thirty years, had at times difcharged
fragments of Tenia, and had tried a great
variety of different medicines : by means of
fome of thefe remedies large portions of
the worm had been brought away, but
without effeting a cure. About the begin-
ning of laft September fhe applied at the
difpenfary. 1 ordered for her, a dram of
the Fern powder to be taken at feven o’clock
in the morning, and an eletuary, confifting
of three grains of calomel and as much gam-
L2 boge
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ver; and produced very copious ftools of of-
fenfive contents, with a few joints of the 7e-
nia. 1 repeated 1t a fecond time, with the
fame effet; and the girl now fays fhe feels
none of her former complaints, is chearful
and happy, and thinks herfelf quite well;
though it is probable that fome of the worm
may ftill be left behind.

From thefe inftances, in which I have en-
deavoured to do all poffible juftice to Mad.
~ Nouffer’s method, by adhering clofely to her
dire&ions, fometimes even contrary to my
own judgment, I am of opinion, ‘that the
fern powder 1s a good medicine in this dif-
order, and worthy the farther attention of
the faculty.

It has been urged, as an obje&ion, that
the purgative bolus, and particularly the
mercury contained in it, would have pro-
duced all the recited good effeéts, though the
powder had never been adminiftered. I con-
fefs, I am {o far from being of this opiniony

that
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5 Ik

Extrall of a Letter from DrR. DUNCAN,
Phyfician at Edinburgh, to DR, SIM M ONS.

Since 1 faw your account

of the Teenia, I have had occafion to treat only
one cafe of the kind. A weman, for the
fpace of thirty years, had at times difcharged
fragments of Tenia, and had tried a great
variety of different medicines : by means of
fome of thefe remedies large portions of
the worm had been brought away, but
without effeCting a cure. About the begin-
ning of laft September fhe applied at the
difpenfary. I ordered for her, a dram of
the Fern powder to be taken at feven o’clock
in the morning, and an eletuary, confifting
of three grains of calomel and as much gam-

L2 boge
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boge, with an ounce and a half of cream of
tartar, to be begun four houss afterwards,
and taken by repeated dofes, at fhort inter-
vals, till a catharfis was induced. The confe-
quence of this was the difcharge of different
fragments of the zenia lata. After an interval
of a few days, a fecond dofe of the Fern pow-
der and purgative were given; but no more
fragments of the worm were brought away.

Several months have now elapfed fince
thofe medicines were exhibited, and the woman

not only centinues free from all the {ymptoms
which the prefence of the Tenia had before oc-
cafioned but has never fince been obferved ta
difcharge the {malleft portion of it,

This 1s the {fubftance of the cafe, the hiftory
of which I have given fomewhat more at len_gt}l
in the volume of medical cafes and obferva-
tions I have lately publifhed. A few days aga
I received a letter from Dr. Ogilvy of Fm'falr,
informing me of his having ufed this medicine
with fuccé{s. To a man who had been for

many
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many yearsaffli¢ted with the Tenia, he gavetwo
drams of the Fern powder early in the morning,
and, four hours aftcrwards half a dram of ja-
lap and ten grains of calomel exhibited in the
form of a bolus. This was not produtive of
the defired effe& ; but a few days afterwards
the fame dofe was repeated, and by means of
it, a Tenja brought away, feemingly alive, and
meafuring about a yard and a half in length.

Thefe are the only two cafes, in which I 3
~ have heard of the Fern powder’s being ufed

againft the Teniain this country. Believe me,
with a fincere efteem,

Dear Sir,
Your affe¢tionate Friend,

ANDREw Duncan.
Edmbyrgh, Yune 5, 1778,












