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PREFAGE

5|V all the Ages of Chriltianity it
-:-57;;'l has been univerfally agreed by all
80l the Profeflors of it,of what{oever
IRl Denomination, that Charity, or a

fincere Defite and Willingnefs 0
relieve the Poor,according to Ability, is juft-
ly numbered amongift the nobleft Difpofitions
of the Mind. What can give greater Satis-
faltion to the generous Chriftian Soul, next
to the Contemplation of God, and his infi-
nite Love and Goodnefs to us, than rhe re-
flex Thoughts of having relieved our fellow
Creature, from the Anguifth of Soul he was
in, through the direful Profpects of Mifery
and Want, and thereby putting him 1 a
Condition of betrer anfwering the End of
his Creation, and enabling him to ferve his
Maker chemfu]ly, and without Fear ?

I acknowledge it is not eafy to paint out
this Satisfattion to a Mind that is hardened
againft all the Calamities to which human
Natule is liable, a Mind that. contratts all
its Concerns within the narrow Compafs of
its worthlefs {elf, and can neither be moved
to Joy or Grief from the happy or miferable
State of another: Neither the ftrongeft Co-
lours, nor the beft chofen Words ave able to

draw fuch a PiGure of this beauriful Vistue,
k. as.’
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as to touch theirImagination with any agree-
able Idea of it. 4 ;
- And indeed it were mifpending Time tp -
attempt to convince, by Strength of Argu-
ment, (uch as are altogether loft in the {or-
did Vice of Covetoufnefs, how far this ex-
cellent Duty of Charity is acceptable in the
Sight of God ; but I would gladly hope fuch
as have noBowels of Compaflion to thePoor,
‘when compated with the reft of Mankind,
“confilts of but a very {mall Number.
_ Someé upon a Death-bed leave confiderable
‘Sums to the Poor, which I acknowledge a
very commendable Duty: But it is wifhd
that they would contribute cheerfully in
their Life, and thereby they would have the
Pleafure and Satisfaction of beholding it do-
ing much good. They would never lofs the
-vaft SatisfaCtion that would daily refult to
them from feafonable Reliefs, to fuch whofe
Hearts might be made glad by a fmall Sum
given in a proper Time. How far fhould
they be from letting ilip fo many noble Oc-
cafions of this Kind, .as frequently prefent
themfielves, lealt they fhould be {uddenly o-
vertaken by Death, and not have Time to
{et their Houfe in Order before they die,and
thercby their Charity be wholly loft, whate-
ver their Inclination this Way may be 2
" Nothing could have moved me to appear
in Print, far lefs to have aflixed my' Name
to it,but Compaflion to the Poor and Needy,
s - that
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that are in great Straits at this Day. There
are frequent Applications made to me, to
know it there be any Vacancies in the old
People’s Holfpital, both by the People
shemfelves, and Perfons both of high and
low Stations in their Name, whom I would
with the greateft Willingnefs oblige, but
am in no Capacity to comply with, ’cill
the L O R D in his Providence grant an En-
largement of our Fund, and Encreafe of our
Stock, in order to pay off our Reparations,
which ye will find by this Treatife abfo-
lutely neceflary : For I can declare, both in
the Name of the Honourable Magiftrates
and Governors, and in my own Name, we
would be heartily willing to prefer Ten for
One, if it were within the Compafs of our
Power to maintain them ; therefore I ear-
neftly plead with all that defire either their
Friends or Acquaintances preferred, that ye
would ufe all Means poflible in perfuad-
ing one another, in whatever Station you
‘are in, and whatever Company you may
happen to be with, to contribute fome
Moiety for this good Work. |
~ You will fee by this Treatife, how eafy it
will be to raife this Charity Bank, and make
this Hofpital capable of maintaining a great
many more than ever it did in former Times,
and alfo to provide for poor Orphans.

Confidering the many Perfons of all Sta-
tions and Denominations, thac 16 1s hoped
ok ' will
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will contribute thereto, it will certainly be
tound very ealy, for on all Occafions many
Hands make light Work.

I do acknowledge fome may fay, This is
a wrong Time toapply for Charity or a Con-
tribution, confidering the great Scarcity of
Money at this Time. This indeed is granted
that Money is {carce ; but then, to be fure,
this makes the Needs of the Poor the greater,
and the Applications to be the more nume-
rous ; and ye may alfo confider the Method
I have laid down 1s very ealy, for we urge
and importune no Man or Woman to give,
but according to their Ability ; and if that
be done, 1t will anfwer our Delign. And
tho’ we be fcarce of Money, it will be our
Honcur to copy alter the noble Macedonians,
who not only to their Power, but above
their Power, they contributed in the Time
of Straits for the poor Saints that were at
Ferujalem. And we are not {o low as-the
poor Widow of Sarepra, that was gathering
Sticks to make ready her laft Meal, and yet
chearfully condefcended to make a Cake of
it in the firft Place for Elijeb the Prophet,
with an entire Dependence on the Promife;
and how much the LOR D rewarded her
tor {o doing, I refer you to fee in the Plea
for the Poor, from Page 132, to Page 140.
* Some may fay we have too many Hofpi-
tals already : But whatever they may fay
now, when they are pleading for Friends and
‘ ‘ Rela-
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Relations they feem to be of another Mind ;
and whoever fay fo, fure none cof the In-
habitants of Edizburgh fhould argue after
that Manner, where the confiderable Reve-
nues of the ﬁ’ofﬁitais ercfted and to be erec-
ted are;all fpent in Meat, Drink and
Apparel, whereby both the City and Coun-
try are Gainers. Befides, as thefe Hofpuals
are for the Advantage, fo likewife they are
for the Honour and an Ornament to the
City ; and for this Orphans Hofpital, it is
evident it will be the moft profitable Hof-
pital that has yet been ere&ted, confidering
it is for Children caft on the Care of Provi-
dence, and the Way propofed how it will
be managed will bea Means to introduce
Trade and Bulfinefs,not only about the City,
but alfo through the Nation.
I had once a Defign to have given an Ac-
gount of all the Contributers to the Old
coples Hofpital, but confidering there is
_ feveral confiderable Donations promifed by
charitable Perfons not yet come in, and many
more we hope will be given in a little Time;
I forbear it, and becaule ’tis hoped there will
be Occafion to write an Account of the Rife
and Progre(s of the Orphans Hofpital, and
Management thereof, when it is refolved
to give an Account of both thofe that
- havecontributed and alfo of thofe that {hall
give noticeable Donations before that Ti mf.-.
el 4 ) &3 3 . t
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fe is thought it will be proper to buﬂd
the Orphans Hofpital near the old People’s,
becaufe many are there, and will be in after
Times both of Men and Women, who will
be ufeful to the young People, according to
their Capacity:

It is not to be thought that there is fo ma-
ny Copics prmted either of this Hiftorical Ac-
count &€5¢. or of the Hiftory of the Hofpital
in Germanyor &f the Plea for the Paar as will
be fufficicnt to give to every one’tis hoped
willjcontribute : “But to {upply thatDefe&t 1t is
entreatﬂd that they who get them may lend.
them to others; and there fhall be fome gift-
ed toevery Societyand Incorporation, and
fome lodged with the Church Seffions Clerks,
and in the Trinity Hofpital, that others
may get them to read and return them again:

'The Contributers either in City, Suburbs
or Country, may give Contributions to any
of the Magiltrates, or Minifters, or me. If
they fhall give into my Hand, or fend them
to me, they {hall have the follﬂwmg RﬂCCIpt.: 7

Andrew Gairdner Merchant in Edmburg i
and prefent Treafurer of the Old People’s
Hofp!tal grants me 1o have received from .

the Sum of . . for the ﬁ
Bonclis of the CaAr1TY-BANK far W’:dawf
and ‘ﬂrpbcxm which I oblige me to cbarge
jelf with in the Book keeped for that Pﬂr
aud 1o account for the [ame 10 the Governtys
!beraaf

o

§ e '..,,.F'—-'g.,t' ~
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H Lﬂbrlcal Account bf the Tr:g
[ mty Hﬂfpztal &c. ;s

HAVE in anothﬂr Trea-
“tife"colletted together
* amany Arguments - for
Ithe Bxercife of Chari-
S “¢4'to” 'the Poor, and
& fhewe,d from Scrxptute
that it is a Duty hav-
ing many Promifes an-
' =~ nexed'to it, and fhall
T '|; now mﬁﬁ‘muﬁ'h forther a5 to. thﬁt Part;
u‘t having than made Mention of an Ac-
nt ofthe Rife, Progrefs and langurih:nﬁ
,' ate of the 'Ir:mty-Ha[p:M[ I now fen
,, -I dt’,‘ﬁgj}Ed al ad;-

fpitals and Ciﬁy&ers to n‘;mma; nan
,. Nﬂ -Perfons, under- Pretent ced '
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. Riches, that a Prejudice was raifed in the
' M cople_againft i :
'ﬂ'f‘Reformatmn many of them were d,;@_
Itfthed, and man'y of théﬂ'i_ Lents
t@,. fecular tfons, Nobl
d . others, “{o i v,
till the late happy evo
few Inftances of Mortifications for Hofpi-
tals in Scotland, except what the famous
George-Heriot did at Edinburgh, and a few
otlers,,. vizy in Glafgow, ' Stirling, one iR
Fagzz{?sk“ﬂﬂﬂaf;g Largfl, eAberdecn. ‘.Bur. fince
_that Time Charity has hce:t \Put‘t.u on a bet-
ter Faagmg, not to maintain Pelf()ns able
| iifor their Bread, but to-young-an
old Per,foﬁs ‘and {uch as nrn@uar, having'
Meansl,of Subfiftence, and not_in Cale’
work, | And. this leads ime to. g‘qu . fHor
Account of fome pious and charitable Wr ,
fet on Foot, and Encﬁvmns to. et Mo
tl{ﬁ}cauans which I_]l;:.'gd been near {u;
eorgeHerior’s Hofpital,intheYear
maintain agreat Deal fe\zrer Boys than
now which is. much owing to:the Dlhgencq
and Fidelity of the Council of that Hofpital,
and to Thomas Fifber and Fames Young Tr%’!
{urers thereto.

- In the Year 1695‘, the Merchant-
ny in Edinburgh, and Mary :Erskin Cﬁ‘éﬂ

.'m:} ie,r Hafe,‘fb_un,dedan Hnijpim for poc _.
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ber of 44 Girls, befides a Governefs, a Sub-
governets, and  Servants. it ;

- The Craftfmen of Edinbargh did in the
Year 1704 begin to found an Ho pital for
poor Girls in the faid City, and having pro«
cured confiderable Mortifications, and par-
ticularly from the forefaid Mary Erskine,t5c.
itdoes now maintain a Governefs and Subs#
governefs,  Servants, and about 4o Girls.

. Here Icannot omit to thew that in the
Year 1709, upon the Application of the
Commiffion of the General Affembly, her
Majefty Queen eAnne , did erect the Society
in Scotland for propagating Chridian Kpow-
ledge, which ‘confifteth of Nobility, Gen-~
try, Minifters and others, and which, from
the laft Accounts thereof, read in the {everal
Churches, had near 8o Schools, at which
there is educated near 4ooo poor Children
yearly, and fome of them are maintained
by the faid Society. And thefe: Schools
hath been bleffed with great Sucefs, fothat
in fome Places, where few could read, now
almoft the whole Rifing Generation are
taught, and come to Church with their Bibles,
~and are in Cafe to teach their Parents, and
others come to Age, the Principles of our
koly Religion, yea many Children of Papifts
~are taught at thefe Schools, and the Engilf
Language is fpreading through the Highilands
- @nd Iflands ; 2nd where Minifters tg'iavfc: WO,
4 Fﬂc er more Chirchesyand fome in refriote

{ &3} - Mands;
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{flands, .the Society’s -School-mafters do b#
the Minifter’s Direction conveen the People
and Scholars on. the Lord’si Day for the
Worthip of God, pray, fing Plalms, read
Sermons and other: pious Books, and  cate-
chifes, whereby the Knowledge of Chrift is
fpreading, and by'the Difcipline of thefe
Schools Immorality and Superftitionis much
reftrained from what it ufed to be; in thefe
Parts;and the remoteft Places, fuchas Hirra,
Rumay Skye, Long=Ifland, Cole, Gerloch, Loch-
¢aran, Glenelg, Lochaber, oAbertarph, Stros
ma 10 Pickland Ficth, Orkney, Zetland, and
many other Places,: where Schgols were ne-
ver before. 56 ’tis to be hoped if-will not
only tend to the Glory of God, but alfo
much to the Advantage of the Government;
both in Church and State, in having thefe
numerous poor People both taught Religion
and Loyalty, and how to be ufeful Members
of Society. | yatnnd “hRe e |

George Wat[on, Merchant in Ediuburgh,
and long Treafurer to the forefaid Societylor |
Chriftian Kpowledge, has mortified 12000 L.
Sterling for founding an Hofpital for main-
taining and educating BurgeflesChildren and
Grand-Children which isabout to be buile.

From all which, the commendable Cha-
rity and Zeal of Scotland, fince the Revolu-
tion, does brightly appear, and the Chri~
Atian Care of thefe concerned therein will be
deen in the Rules and Statutes of the fore-
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faid Hofpitals and thegir; Records, and in the
Rife, Confticution, Management and Pro.
grefs of the forefaid Society, which is
printed, and any who pleafe may eafily pur-
chafe the fame. | |

Fohn Strachan of Craigerook, did lately
mortifie molt Part ofhis Eftate for the main-
taining of poor old Men, Women and
Orphans, which he commicted to the Ma-
nagement of two Advocates, two Writers to
the Signet, and the Presbytery of Edinburgh,
at the Sight of two Lords of Seffion, which
helps to fubfitt many indigent Perfons ; but
no Hofpital 1s erefted, neither would the
Fund bear that Expence. :

Our Laws give great Encouragement to
Mortifications for pious Ufes, particularly
et 6. Parl. 3. Cha. 1. ““It 1s Statute and
¢ Ordained, that it fhall no ways be lawful
*“ to alter, Change or Invert any Gifts,lega-
“ cies, and other pious Donations to any o-
“ ther Ufe than that fpecifick Ufe where-
“ unto they are deftinate by the Difponer
¢ himielf : And that the Heirs, Executors or .
“ others intrufted with the faids Gifts and
 Legacies fhall be countable for the fame,
 to the Ufe of the Kirks, Colleges and o-
“ thers to whom the faids Difpofitions were
*“ made. And that A&ions fhall be com-
© petent either to the faids Kirks, Colleges
* and others to whom the fame were dif-

¥ poned, for compelling them to apply the
| [A'4 ] ~“game

L
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“ fame to the true Ufe, and to make
‘“ countand Payment of the ordinary Profits
“ of every Year’s Intromiffion, at the Rate
“ allowed by the Laws of the Realm ,by and
“ atrourthe fulfilling of the leponcrswm s

Many Inftances could be given of reco-
veringMortifications delapidate fince the Re-
volution.
- Andit is with greatSatisfalion that T know
there is a confiderable Sumfigned for,in order
to erect an Infirmary for poor fick Wounded
Perions,and {fuchasare broken in their Health
with ﬁ:}reka andl.abour,here inEdinbargh,
which will be fet on Foor ere it be long.

But now I proceed to what I chiefly de-
figned, which is to give an Account of the
State of Trinity-Ho/pital, which has been a
Relief to many, and is {o to this Day, and I
hope in a fhort Space of Time fhall be able
to rclieve many more. And though the
City of Edinburgh be concerned in this
Hofpital in the firft Place, yetit is cer-
tam that Perfons from all Parts of Scotland

e oftenbenefited thereby. If any willtake a

V:ﬁw of this City, and inform memfelves
of the Heads of Families therein, it will be
found that not one of Ten of them were born
in Edinbargh, but the Inhabitants are made'
up of Peuple 'frome all Parts of the Nation ;
and none knows but his or theirs may be :re-
lieved by ‘the Charity of fome of the fere-
ﬁul Hafpxtals and fuch as can }"pare it can* |

s T
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not beftow Part of their Subftance battur-
than giving it this Way.

The mclnnfr Nece L'IES and earneﬂ: Sﬂ-i
lmltatmns of many, both Men and Womernt
at this Time, fome of whom have been in
good Circumftances in their former Days,
and who have had creditable Families inand
about this City, and have born, both them
and their Parents, confiderable Burdens, and
Pofts in their D&Y, together with the earneff
Supplications, both of great.and {mall, to
take chem into  the old People’s Hafpsral
obliges me to fet the State of this ancient
Hofpital at the Foot of Leith Wynd, com=
monly called the Ivinity-Hofpital, in fome
clearer Light to thofe who know little about
it, than has ‘been known for fome Time
pat’t The lictle Knowledge of its - State,
Conftitution - and ' Management, I ﬁrmljr
believe, has been to its'Lofs and Detrififent
for many Years bypaft. <k

- ’Tis very plain, that the long Buxldmg
going along. the Weft-fide of Leith Wynd
-was a Fabrick in Popifh Times, and be-
longed to the College, under the Natie of
Lrinity-College, for “that Building at South
Ead, going Eaft and Welt, was afterwards
‘built. I find in the roth ef Noveimber 1567,
- Sir Simon Prefton, then Provoft of Edins-
harg& produced in Council a Gift of the
~ Trinity College, Kirk-Houfes, Biggings and
Xards wlm:h he had obtain’d and. impe-

LA 4] trate
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trate from my Lord Governor ; but for his
Love to the Lown he gave the faid Gift,
and tranfmitted the Right thereof, to tham,
to be holden for ‘an Hoj pna! Upan which
a Charter paﬂ'cd and chat Almoners were,
to be pur in by the Council of Eduﬁwrgb,
fm which he;received Thanksh «

.'The firft Perfons on Record, placed ‘i
11:, were Roberg. Murdoch, Fames Ge!U, Fohn:
Muir, Faines Wright, jrabm eratbcrfpaamat
Ifﬁéfi ©ernard, and Fanet Gate. .

Several T hlngs might be, told cmncemmgi
the Cuftoms of thefe Times, avhich are now
gone: out of Ule, and run down the Preci-
pice of; Time ;. "and !;11eref&ie, i pafs thﬂm,
as not being for Edification..

At the Reformation Queen Msrj did de-
.dmate and gift fome Part of the Living of
the Provottry of Trimisy-College, with fnme~=
Part of other Livings, to this Hofpital (which.
was afterwards conhrmed by Charter by
King James VI in 1587) for the maintain-
ing of Bead-men, as théy were called in thefe.
Days. Thefe Gifts and other: Donations:
prmured to the Hofpital the Lands lying be-!
tween the City and Leith, and ‘Sauthward "
and below Reﬂierzg, whichi they. enjoy! to
this Day. For I find Wartan€ to: infeft thﬂi ;
Malfters of this Hofpital in. thefec:Lands: .
Afterwards there were fome Donations mada
by feveral Perfons,  which - gn‘anlecbml: to
mamtam about 36 Rerfaak. o tlaw kb 6
NGRS | 3:;5 -

et
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But in the latter End of thelate Dearth,

abour 28 Years ago, the Honourable Ma-
giftraes and Council, Governors of the faid
Hofpital, out of Compaflion to the State of

“many indigent Perfons, did encreafe the:

Number to g4, beflides the Governor, Go-:
vernpefs and Servants, hoping that Mortifi-,
cacions and Donations would come in in great’
Abundance to maintain them in this chari-
table Age. TN |
- After thefe Hofpitals in Edinburgl for the
voung Ones were eretted, moit of our.
Thoughts did run out upon Charity for the
young Generation, which no Doubt wasa
vewy great Duty, but then the old People’s
Hofpital came to be very much neglected:
and forgot. '+ And alctho’ I am net afhamed
to maintain, there hath been more Charity’
siven within-thefe 30 Years, then I believe
will be found on Record in three Times as

leong . preceeding  it, excepting Mr. George
Herior’s famous Donatian,yet the old People’s
‘Hofpital came to be in a fad decaying Stare,

the Fuad greatly {unk, and they run in much
Debt ; and the Honourable Magiftrates and

‘Governors not being willing to put outany

that were taken in, it not being 'an ufual
Fhing, except: they  be guilty of Mifdea-
meanours, were under a Neceflity, not
wichout - gredt Relu&ancy, to make ran
A& that till their Number (hould.decreafe
t0 40; to take in no more. 15 .

¥ Now
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folong been negletied,or clie it was like to g0

' p10) )

Now any Perfon may confider, that man
in that Time would be 1n great Need to be.
taken in before their Number would de-
ereafe to that, and under the Weight of
many Perfon’s Maintenance, more than!
their Fund was capable, and being much
difappointed of Donations, as aforelaid, the
Hofpital did greatly run in Debt, and the
Building into a very fore Decay, that much:
of that great Building was like to go to?
Ruin, both within Doors and without ; for
no Treafurer could undertake fuch a con-’
fiderable Reparation, asafterwards you will
find 1t hath coft, becaufe the Fund would/
by no Means bear it, and they had Debts’
to paygl:ﬁ. er e Nd y | L

But blefled be the LORD, the Hofpital:
hath won out of its former Debts and Bur-
dens, by the good Laws and Statutes  lately:?
made for its Government, ‘and the good
Management of itsfeveral Treafurers, with
fome liberal Donations: lately given, fuch
as the Lady Semple’s, Mr. George Watfon's
Merchant in Eainburgh, and Mv. William
Brown of Dalgonrie’s, each of ‘which three!
is entitled to @ Prefentation; and Sir Fobn
Clark’s of Pennycook, and William Wardrop’s
late Deacom (onveener, with fome other

leffer ones.o2 7 o rehan i 175 l
~+In the Year 1726 it was féund unavoidably
neceffary to fetabout the Reparation,that had:

o
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to 'utter ‘Deciy, which, if it had done, it

ould *have 'taken a very great Sum of

oney to ibuile any Parc of it that

thave fallen.o

“”T'is not to b doubted, but many will be
defirous to know what may be the Re-
paration that is made, fecing we fo carneft-
ly defire and endeavour to get Contribu-
tions to help us to defray the Charges, and
to raife our Fund, to fupply thefe we are
willing to take into the lictle Hofpital,
which we have gained by our Reparation
wichin the Fabrick, confilting of 15 new

Rooms more than we had before our Repa-
rations were begun.

And to fatisty all who have contributed,
or may conmbute, I fhall give fome fmall
Account of the State it was in before the
Reparation, and what State it is in at
this Day.

t. The Sclates were tumbling off the
Houfe, which have hazarded People’s Lives
wa!kmg in the Screet, the Floor in the
low Gallery, where the Women’s A
ments were, and the Jilting was all rm:*
the North-Loch ran thco® the North-end of
the Houfe, which brought the whole Nefti-
nefs of the North-fide of the Town, and of
the Butcher’s Booths through the Houfe.
There was a Through- fare through the
Houfe, which kept it in foul Weather, boch
nefty-and cold. ‘When the Water did rumn’

high,
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high, it flowed thro’ the Houfey when the :
Water was low, the forefaid|Neftinefs of the;
Town and Butchers, with jthatof their own/
Houfes of Office which were in the Welt-lide, «
and had not. Water to cartyl it off; lay
benecath the Flooring, and made it very
noifom and unwhollome. The Walls were -
fore decayed on both: Sides, that they could
not keep out the Rain, and in the North-end, -
with the Loch’s long running, which, for
any Thing I know, was above thefe 300 Years,
(and it may be much longer) the Foundation
was fowafted, that it was rent from Top.
to Bottom, .and in great Hazard of falling,
. if not timely repaired. The Floor of the
Houfe was below the Earth without in both
Sides, the Lights were {mall and very high,
fo that they had lictle Light. - The ruinous
Roomson the Eaft-fide were clofs upon one
anot™er. The Rooms were placed the whole
Length of the Houfe like a great Meal Ark,
which did obfcure the Light above them,
Some of the Rooms did contain two Per-
fons, which was moft uneafy and inconve-
nient for them, confidering their -{fmall
Bounds, the Women in the Weft-fide having
{o little Rooms, as they were obliged to:
draw Curtains before their Doors, which
obfeured their Light in the Baft-fide, and
no Doubt made them on that Side to fret for
Want of Light. Some of the Rooms were
gone toentire Decay and fallen down, be-.

Fohel T 1ng
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ing. entirely rotten by TLength of Time;
There were two Rooms in the North Chim-
ney, very unpleafant by the. Run:of the
Loch, which wagsijuft before them,, and yet
People, who had in former Times conve,
nienc Habitations, behoved to comport with
them ; but no Doubt this made their Life
very uncaly, and their Habitation uncoms
fortable. All the Men’s Rooms, three only
excepted, were ‘double Rooms, and had a
Bed in each Side of the Room, which was
not convenient for thefe that had no worldly
Concern to be taken up about, but only tq
Adpend .- their Time ro prepare for Eternity.
This muft of Neceflity be very uneafy ta
them, and very liable to prevent their hap-
Py Way of Living, and enjoying of thems
delves in Private.  Bank it B
I Now any Perfon that confiders the Large-
nels, of this Building, and the great Decay
of it;; may perceive it behoved every Year
in fome Thing to be mended and repaired ;
but the Reparations not being uniform, they
were neither of great Laft, nor of much
Ule. . ‘ bag a7l o
But to fatisfy all concerned, or thofe that
will, as I hope many fhall in a little Time,
contribute to maintain honeft Pecople that
live in it for the future, I {hall give fome
A ccount, for. their Satisfattion and Encou-
ragement to coptribute for fo doing, of ﬁhﬂ
; o 1 ! a5 R \Cr
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Reparations made in it, and of its State at
p.I"ElEHf'.; \ , :

1. We were 'obliged to take down and
remove the whole of the Rooms in the rui-
nous Gallery, and take up the whole Floor,
it being wholly gone to Decay. Then we
were obliged to build Three Dykes the whole
Length of the Houfe, which is between the
North Wall and the Kitchen about One
hundred Foot long, one being within every
one of the Walls to ftrengthen them in the
Foundation, and to reft the Jifts upon ; a--
nother Dyke we were obliged to run through
the Middle of the Houfe, and found it upon
Oak Planks to fupply the Deficiency  of the
Foundation, and to firengthen the Floor;
and reft the Jifts upon: - Then we filled it
firft with dead Earth, then with Ridlings of
Lime to harden it, and then with Channel
of the Calton Craigs, all which we eaufed
beat down with Caufey-Layers Mells to
make it firm ; then we brought dry Sand
from Leith to lay next the Jifts to prevent
any Moilt or Vermin to corrupt them for
the future, and for keeping the Floor tight
and warm ; the Floor bemng raifed about
two Foot higher than before. Aext, We
Yaid a new Floor about 120 Foot long from
the Kitchen Hearth to the North End,, and
about 23 broad. Afrerwards we built fome
of the Rooms in the Weft Side, with fome
Part of the beft of the Wood we had, and

(o
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repaired them with new. “And then buity
in the Faft Side 20 new Rooms, of whiclh
there is Ten below and Ten above, which
lait Ten are wholly gained, there being no
high Rooms formerly. - Then we buile Tliree
good Rooms above the Kitchen, one for the
Miftrefs; and two fot other Women, which
are gained ; alfo two in the Kitchen, one
of which s gain’d, all new’;‘and we have
in our Plan in the North End Three Rooms,
which can ‘be built, if our Fund encreafes;
{0 as t0 need them, which Thope it will ¢’
% be¢ long: + 5 ¢ S0 D It
- ‘The Houfe: being very dark, we Have
caufed lath and Tplaii%er' the whole Roof of
the laigh Galléry, which makes it both ve
ry lightfome and pleafane. = o
- We have given every Man and every Wo-
man, in both the high and low Galleries, 2
Room by themfelves, as being moft conved

tent for People in their Circumftances. And
ufe many Women, when they were ad«
mitted, were in fuch firaitned Circumftan.
ces, they had much to do to provide them<
felves with the Neceffaries their Rooms
wanted, but were obliged to bring fuch
Things as they' had alongft with them, and
the Houfe thereby was. never in'good Ordeg
or pniform : - To prevent this for the fu-
ture, we have given each of the Women a
pew corded Bed,' and Curtains, a' Wainfcot
m&nﬂdliﬁhﬁi; ‘and all of them, except’
.J:ﬂaW ' ' fuqi}
- T ,
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fuch as have 'a little Room' below ‘the
Stairs, a little Corner Cup-board, ~witl
fome other little Conveniencies in- their
Rooms, and {fome Drawers in vhe Stairs that
go up to the highRooms. = All'thefe belong
to the Houfe, and will remain upon the dit-~
ferent Deaths, and will prevent the Houfe’s
being turned to a Chaos of Confufion. For
which End we are to take Care they provide
themfelves with good Beding and 'Bed-
pl_uaths when they come into the Family. "~

Becaufe we thought.it was moft' conves
nient and profitable, we have made Chafe
Windows, both in the high' and low Gal-
leries, and have taken theRun of the Loch
out of the Heiife, and brought it along the
North End, without which 1t could never
have been made either a wholfome or plea-
fant Habication, as all that obferve its Situa=
tion will underftand. ©~ We have buiit a‘new
ftrong Stone Gate on the North-weit End,
which with theHoufe of Office built on'the
North End fixeth the End of the Houfe that
was like to fall ; and have:flruck out feve=
ral Windows where they were wanting,and
brought a Walk of 12 Foot broad' along the
Weft Side of the Houfe;ilhave ftope the
Thorough-fare orRoad thatwas made throught
the Womens Gallery, have built a Dwarf
Wall with a Paling on it, and made a covers
ed Syre with Flags upon: the (Gutter,” that
TUR throughhand'lpdifcd.;th’;a&rdbﬁ%%[:
e 1 Y c el
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Weft Side of the Houize. So that it is now.
as fufficient Ground as any Part of it,with-
out which it could neither have been made
fleafant,or of much Ufe. The low Gal-
ery within we have caufed paint in a fine -
Wainfcot Colour, which makes it both plea-
fant and durable.
~ We have been under a Neceflity to fark
and fclate the long Building on the Weft
Side, every Yard ot ir, and fome Parts of
the crofs Building joining toit,as alfo fome
Parts of the Eaft Side, and ’tis believed
that muft be wholly farked and {clated e’re
it be long alfo. There is not one Yard of
~all the Walls without, but we were obliged
to harle over and mend their Deficiencies.
Many other Things we have been laid
under the Neceflity to do,not here mention-
ed, which we refer to the Obfervation of
thefe who will be pleafed to vifit it.
- Now confidering this great Reparation
and Improvement, and what a great deal of
‘Timber both Fir and Wainfcot it hath ta-
ken, and what a vaft deal of Workmanfhip,
how many Locks, Bolts, and other Iron
“Work,and how many Stones it hath taken to
build above 700 Foot of a Dyke within the
‘Ground, befides thefe Buildings that do ap-
pear ; what Lime both for Building, Har-
ding, Pointing and Phiftering, what for
Sclates, Glafs Windows, Painting, Lead
#ad repaiciag and panting the Garden ; and
; £B] whiat
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hat 2 \fa[’c Qua.ntﬂ:}f ﬁ$ { Nails lthath taken
I refer to thefe, who have had Experience nf
Building and Reparation, what a great Sum

of Money . 11: hath coft. '
e Af;m gh;s Account gwen fome Que-
ftions ~fall in natively to be ‘asked.
‘What is the Reafon I have in glvlng this Ac-
‘count, both of the Hofpital and its Repara-
-tions, and prefent State ?’ 2. W hat arethe na-
'_I:we Inferences to be drawn from it ?

1. As to the Reafon that moved me t0

gwe this'Account I found, as it was before
hinted, this ancient Hmfpltal to have been
long n:..gle&ed and almoft forgot; for I have
'met with many in this City, fince Twas con-
cerned 1 in it, that knew little or nothing of
‘its State, or Conlfticution and Management ;
yea {bme have exprelled themfelves {0 as that
‘they did not fo much as know where It was,
ot what Place of the Town it was in, which
“to be fure hath been to its Lofs and De-
triment, for had Penple lmown how well
“the Money that was given in to that Hof-
‘pital ' had been" difpofed of, Tbelieve they .
would have given much more than they
have done, and many more. Wﬂuld have gl-
‘ven than ever did. |
' 2dly, Another Reafon is, 'I;hatlt dorfh
- pear the Reparations hath coft a very
m, and if we fhould not get it mf-
,Cﬁnmbutmn we would be obliged to' bﬁr~
Tow Monﬁy and pay l.t off the rifing Fund
y: wl:uch.

;
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is fhall be keept in the Regifter, and they
may add to it afterwards as they pleafe,
and may have it put up as aforefaid,

4tbly, A fourth Reafon I add is, That I
have many Times been furprifed to think
that the People in the City of Edinburgh,
that have been moft charitable in contribut-
ing whenever in Providence they were cal-
led to it, either for thofe at Home or Abroad,
both for young and old, as tothe Peopleat
Lithaaniayand in eAmerica, and Ireland, and
in Duirpefs in the North of Scotland, and to
our Neighbours in this City, when their
Needs did call for it, and many other Col-
le&ions that have been made for Bridges,
and other Ufes,well known,but needlefs here
to be mentioned ; yet I muft really fay ic is
my Opinion, if our Concern had run out to
provide for the old People as their Needs re-
quire and their Neceffities call for, 1 do
think, thatinftead of our being able to main~
tain between 40 and 5o,including the Chap-
{ain, Miftrefs and Servants, it might have
been able to maintain near to roo at this
‘Day. Therefore I hope now we fhall fee
our Miftake, after we know more of the
Hofpital and the Perfons that are taken in-
to it, and make a liberal Contribution for
the Supply of what we have been toolong

Deficient in. | pish
2dly, As to the Inferences that are to be
drawn from this Account. (1.) I do by |
_ 0 vissue, |
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virtue of my Office as Treafurer to the Hof-
pital, and in the Name of many needy Per-
fons that have Right to be in, whom our
Circumftances will not allow us to take in,
plead for help and Affiftance, alluding to
that Portion of Scripture, e4cts xvi. 9. There
was a Man of Macedonia appeared to Paul
in a Vifion, and prayed him to come over te
Macedonia and help us ;, Help us to get the
Charge of our Reparations made up, help
us to get our Fund raifed,help us to get the
Needs of the Poor {upplied, help us to pro-
vide for thofe who, by Reafon of old Age
and Infirmities, cannot provide for them-
feves, and help us r0 make the Widow’s
Heart, broken with Grief and Sorrow, fs
fing for Foy, help them to blefs and pray for

ou their Benefactors. The Needs of the
¥’00r are very pinching in our Day, and in
the Place wherein we live, and likely to
‘be far greater, they are rather on the in-
ereafing than decrafing,if God do not by his
“adorable Providence fet us upon other
Ways of both thinking and Atting.

One Motive that fhould prevail with all
‘while they have it in the Power of their
‘Hand to do good this Way, is, that many
‘that are preferred and taken in to this Hol-
pital,are fuch who have born Burden in their
Day either them, their Parents or Anceftors,
‘and the more of ‘thefe are maintained in the
‘Hofpical, the City will be the more capable
| LB 2] to
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been fome Ground for l:lu:, Charge agamﬁ:
fome particular Perfons; buc yet, I know
not but thefe Reports ]1ave been molt’ Apread
abroad by thofe who do not. muc favnun&
the giving of Chant}’ befides it w suld be.
extremely hard to charge tlie Fault of fome
of them upon all of them,in generalt. And,
as it hath been formetly 1eprefented there.
was many Things in their Habitations thal:
were inconvenient, and {fome Caufe of thEIr
fretting at one anothe.r, which are NOW' re-
moved ; {0 I hope there fhall not be Ground
for thefe Complaints for the future. But yet’
itis very well known by fome,there has been
Perfons extruded the Family i for their Truuble-
fomenefs, and ifany fuch in Time coming.
fhall be tound it may come tg’ be their
Lot to mee “with the like Treatment.,
But for my Reader’s SatisfaCion, - I affure’
them, fince T was concerned, I have known
feveral worthy Perfons, bor.h of Men and
Women in that Hﬁfpltal ome of ‘which, I
hope, are now with the Lord, a.udu _gthers,
I hope, fhall in due Time.

Anm:her Thing {hould cour ﬁlthefé to
contrlbutc who ha,Vﬂ itin f?e Power of their
Hand. There is in that Family fuch whofe
Parents in their Day were rcckoned among,
the richelt Burghé: m ‘the City.. . The An-
ceftors of others. were amongft the ancienteft
Burﬁm th;ey havc told me of 300 Years
ﬂ;a.ﬂ g-r There is now ﬁi}d has bﬁen'for'
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metly thofe who have been Prefees and Dea-
eons to Corporations in this City. There
is fome there who have defcended of verr
confiderable Families, as is very well
known to many. Many are there who to
my certain Knowledge are very thankful for
their Mercics, and, I hope, improves their
Opportunities accordingly. And here T will
give an Account of a very good Saying of
an honeft Man in that Hofpital,in the Timé
of our Reparations. A Friend of his went
to {ee them,who took Occafion in our Hear-
ing to extol the Goodnefs of God to him
and the People in the Hofpital.  He anfwer-
ed, I and fome others were the other Day
fiteing together, it being Martinmas Day,
and were comparing Notes about our Hard-
fhips and Difficultiecs we had met with in
the World.  And he told us, 1 faid, for my
own Part ? This is. Martinmas Day, C Mar-
#?inmas! many Weary Day haft thou been
tome; but now I can fay, your humble
Servant Martinmas, 1 have nothing to do
with you,—— b sie

Another Argument I would make ufe of
to engage thofe to contribute who are in a
Capacity, 15, That fecing Riches are very
uncertain, and that many, who once, as
has been faid, both them and their Parents,
and Anceftors, have had Abundance of the
Things of the World, are now in great
Straits, and that which bas been may be

X - again,
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again, that fome may now give and contri-
bute, that either themicelves, theirs, or fome
of their Pofterity may find this a very hap-
py City of Refuge to fly to, when they
come to need it. And for my own Part, I
really do think it is one of the pleafanteft
Lots they enjoy, whom Providence cafts in-
to that Family, that People in their Circum-
ftances can live inintheWorld. And if they
do not improve their Mercy, they will
have as much to anfwer for as any People
in the World ; and I doubt not, but others
will be of my Mind, after I have given an
Account how they live, which I {hall do as
another Metive or Argument with thefe,
with whom I am pleading to contribute to
raife this new Bank for the Relief of the
Poor, and which, I hope, will yield them
Abundance of Profit and Pleafure {ome
Time ot other. -

Their Way of Living is, as follows, fromy
the Day they go into the Hofpirtal, to the
Day of their Death, they may and ought
to give up with all anxious Concerns aboug
the Things of this World, and dedicate
their whole Life to the Service of the Lord,
and to prepare for Eternity; for they have
nothing to do, except any of the Women
work any little Thinﬁ’l of their own; it is
but little any of the Men can do, but wait
on Ordinances within the Family, an' in
the Publick, rcad their Books, of “'hﬁ‘ﬁ‘

| they
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they have a very good Collettion, in a Li-.
blary lately eretted, to which we are fre-
quently adding new Books, and take their
Walk in their Gardens. iy 41

. As to their Mamtenance, cach Man hath
one Pint of Ale a Day, each Woman. three
Mautchkins, every Man and- Woman hath
Twelve Ounces white Bread fecond Flower, -
each Day, and if they take it a lictle . lefs
Weight, they have the fineft; they have
about one Mutchkin of Oat Meal Pottage:
every Morning ; this is their Allowance,
whether Malt, Meal or'Wheat, be dear or -
cheap. From the firft of eAu ﬂﬂ to .about
the firlt of Fanuary, their Allowance i 1S,tWO0
Days of the Week, one Shoulder or G}g&t
of Mutton roafted among Four, two Days
the Breaft and Back-ribs, or the Loin boiled
with Broth to every Four, and two Days of
the Week they have freth Beef and Broth;on
Monday the Men getTwmpence allowed each
of them forElefh,and eachWomanThregHalf- :
pence.Fromther ﬁ}'ﬂﬂﬁd{y to the1lt June,their
Allowance is fiefhBeef and Broth ; and ?ﬂﬂa q
and Fuly each.four hath one Lamb Leg.

7Tis true the Governefs may give. them__.
fome Days a Chdﬂgﬁ as Hifh, or any, Thing .
elfe, if keeped within the Al Owan‘qe “of the
Bkll of Ear& but this i is fe[dom done ,.

.:Bach Man j;ath, every Year one qu{' of-
Shoes, one Pair of Stockmgs, two, Shirts,
tyvo Gravars, one Hat, ong qul.f of Breggbts

y ST4 an&
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and every two Years they have a Coat and
Veit.. Each Woman hath a Pair of Shoes,:
Stomkmgs,and ewoShirts every Year,andGown
and Petticoat every two Years.. For buyin
other neceffary Things, each Man hath '§
8. d. Stert.-and each Woman 6 [b. 6 4. ﬂerh
By this Account of their Living any Per-
fqn may fay, thefe People live a very com-
fortable Life, 1f they haye Grace fsom  the
Lord to {pend it for his Glory, and the
Good of their own Souls. There are fome
in it, and others who are lately dead, that
have Lwcda-é 27, 28 Years; and it is to
be withed, they may be helped to confider
what a fad Account they will have to make,
if they have  noc improven their: Time to
the beft Advantage. Certainly it may be
thoughs, that thiey are happier than many
other, poor People who have Toils and vex-
mg Thﬂughts ‘how to get Food and Rai-
ment, and the Year brought about. Yea in
[q:r},e .Cafﬂs they are much happier. than fome
tich People whosare vexed with getting,
2ping,. and haﬁ:o*immg Gﬁk.thmr Riches.
lowever the Lord.can - fandlify every Lot

%S own People he fees fit. ];0 tr yﬂ: them
in the World.. e
Sumq, ggam may fay, rqally we -do thmh‘
%ﬂ q[ "People are very highly prwll
e, but. who are thefe thathave a r1-
vﬂegq to be. gdmlt(ed into ' this- Hofpital 2

ﬂ"q&hkﬁlan wer, according o, the Stat,:l.[l‘ti:pd _
[ 8
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They are Burgefles, Burgefles Wives, or
Children of Burgefles, not married, nor un-
der the Age of 50 Years, and Care is taken
they be Perfons of good Reputation, who
have behaved themfelves virtuoudly in their
former Days, who have not fquandered a-
way their Subftance by riotous Living, but
they or their Parents were brought to low
Circumftances by providential Difpenfations,
and by which it appears they have not had

a finful Hand in their own Misfortunes.
Another Statute provides, that the Donor
of 200 L. fler], {hall be privileged to prefent
a Man or Woman to the Counfel of Gover-
nors, being 4 Burgefs. And the Donor of
250 L. may prefent any Perfon whatfome-
ver, whether Burgefs or not, and the Privis
lege defcend to Heirs and Succeffors what-
fomever, and this Privilege will continue,
while it 1s an Hofpital, which, I hope, it
will'do tothe End of Time. = - &
- The Statutes allow to the Hofpital 2 Gos
verner or Chaplain ; his Office is to infpeét
the Manners and Behaviour of all the Perfons
in it, particularly of the Men, and to re-
port. what he finds Amifs to the Mafters or
the Treafurer ; to difcourfe with thefe in the
Family; counfel and advife, and reprove
them as Occafion requires, to fit at* Table
where the Men €at, to officiate as Chaplaia,
« Praying in the Family Morning and Even-
ing, reading and finging Pfalms, and moﬂé |
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of the Days in the Week at Evening Exer:
cife they have fome fhort Difcourfe or Por-
tion of Scripture explained, and on the Sab-
bath they havea Sermon after publick Wor-
fhip is over. |
' The Bufinefs of the Governefs is to in-

fpe&t the Manners and Behaviour of all Per-
fons in the Hofpital, particularly of the
Women, and report what fhe ﬁall find
Amifs to the Mafters,and officiate as Steward,
taking Charge of the Provifion of Meat
and Drink, overfeeing the Drefling and
Difpofal thereof, and accounting for it to
the Treafurer, and to fit at the Head of the
Table where the Women eat ; and further,
to do whatever the Council fhall from Time:

to Time dire& concerning her Office.
They have one Man of their own Num-
ber to be Porter or Meflenger, and he gets
fome Allowance for being fo; and they are
allowed as many Maid-Servants as the Exi~

gencies of the Hofpital fhall require.
Thus I have given {ome Account of this
ancient, but much forgot and negletted
Hofpital, of its former and prefent State.
The Thing whichrmoyed me to do [0, and
which is ftill in my View, is to do what can
be done to induce all Perfons to contribute,
either lefs or more, of what the Lord hath
beftowed on them, for getting its Repara-
sions paid off, and its Fund raded, fo as it
| ' may
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inay be AL it ks many more than
ever it yet hath been able to do. ,

Some will fay we think they live well
enﬂugh already. That is granted, but it
is not for thefe in the Family we are plead-
ing, (for, as it hath been reprefented, no-
thing is kept off them, whatever Charges we
have or may be. at) but . for many others
that want to be in, whom we would wifh
to have as happy as they are.

It hath been my O fmvatmn and the
Obfervation of others alfo, that it had been
greatly to the Advantage of {fome, if many
who have dicd in this City Wlthm thefe few
Years, and have left Abundance of Riches
to their Friends, that th:]‘v had - left Pare of
theit Riches to this Hofpital, as in.a fure
Bank, for the Behoof and Benefit of thofei
who have little or nothing of thefe Riches
left, and might have continued through
every Generation domg Good to their: Re-
lacions or others.

For Proof of what 1 afﬁlm to bea Truth
there was a Gentleman left 'to that Hofpi-
tal Forty thoufand Merks... It is the greate[’e
Donation they have : There is mamtamcd on
that Fund Ten Perfons. Firff, His own
Friends are preferred, if the apply jwif
Sixty Days after another’s [geceafﬂ B a:r,
His Name ; And laﬂly, Burgefles. Nmy
this Ten is a Tietle Family ; and I refer it

. to every Peri’on S Obfervauon and Confide-
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ation, how many greater Sums they have'
cnown left within a’ few Years paft, thac
little Account can be given - of at this Day;
1ay, how can a. Man, having Abundance of
Riches, fecure his Wealth to fo %oud_iﬁfd—'_- .
vantage : For that Sum is at chis Time juff
as entire, as the Time it was left, and o
willcontinue. This fhould encourage others
to give fome Parc of their Riches for fo good
L0 T e T T R T S,

- Many are the Obje&tions and Shifts People
are ready to make againft their beftowing
of Charity, which Love to the Things of the
World makes them frame to. themfelves, ;
but if we could be fuitably“imprefled with
the real Belief, thar the Woild' and the
Things thereof'are {0 great Enemies to our
Souls as really they are, we would not "be -
fo'much in Love with it, ‘and would be
imore ready to part with fome Portion of it
for the Glory of God, and Relief of his needy

Efercie . TR P T e
"As for othet”Motives and Arguménts to
iperfuade to contribute to this good Work, T
srefer the Reader to' a lictlé Treatife I com-
pofed and' publiffied fdine "Months ago,
Lotituled, 4 Looking-Glafs for Rich People,
P ,’réa‘:ﬁgrr the Poor 4 and T would intreat
thefe. in whofe' Hands this" may fall, that
y have that “T'reatife by them, and look™
fover thefe feveral Places” here cited and
ipointed at : There it will appear, thar Bount

19 and
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and Liberalty to the Poor, as it is a clear
commanded Duty by God, {o they will find
it both a very plealant and profitable Duty,
that will turn greatly to their own Account
one Day; for it is very plain, Riches are
not our own, fo as we may do with them
as we pleafe, but theyare Talents for which_
we muft anfwer to God, how we have im-
proven them. For Proof of this, read in
the Plea for the Poor, from Page 11. to 14.
And that it is both a profitable and pleafant
Duty, read from Page 19. to 34. And for
Proof, that the Poor have a real Right to
fome Part of our worldly Subftance, and
what Peace it will yield a Perfon, either in
Sicknefs or Death, t{;&t't.hey have pitied the
Poor, Widow and Fatherlefs, read from
Page 34.to 56. Andto prove, that it is the
Dury of thefe who have but little of the
World, and but in low Circumftances them-
felves, to contribute fome fmall Matter for
the Relief of the Poor, read from Page 56.
to 72. And to fhow what{ad Charaters are
given inthe Word of the LORD of thofe who
are {o ¢rael, both to themielves and to the
Poor, as to with-hold their Right fromthem,”
feeing the LORD has given them a Tit
0 fome Part of our worldly. Riches ; for tR] 4
xcad from Page 72. to Page 87. And for
~Anfwer to the rna.n¥ Objetions thar arg
ordinarily made againft giving of Charsty,you’
may read from Page 87. 10 106. And to
Law¥ | . preve




prove that our Profefﬁ)an is but in vain,
except we evidence our Faith by our Works
read from Page 108 to 118, and then for a
Proof that we all will in the Day of Judg-
ment be called to an Accounthow we liave
improven our Riches and Talents we enjoy
in the World, read from Page 118, to
Page 132. And for a Proof that Charity
is a Duty, to which the Lord hath given
his Teftimony 1a his Word, that it is well
pleafing to him, and acceptable in his Sight,
read from Page 132, to Page 144.

Now after all fome may fay, I would
very willingly comply w:th what hath been
defired, and give in fome {mall Part of
what the Lord in his Providence hath be-
ftowed on me, while I have it in the
Power of my Hand; ( not knowing but
the Poor may die To- -day, and my Charis
ty will do them no good To-morrow )
were it not that Iam afraid I fhall dimi-
nith my own Stock I have provided formy
Friends and Family, but the more efpe-
cially, if I could win to believe, that it
would return to me in this Life ‘with In-
creafe ; for Ireally think Lilerality & Thing
pieal'ant and delightful to Flefh and Blood,
~ and a very lwaly Daty. For your Satis-
fa&ion in this, you may read in the Pled
“for the Paor from Page 149, t0 Page 160:
After this Page laft mentmned the Treatife
goeth on, and concludeth wich forrie othrer

G Whities
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Duties, which if we make Confctenge of; it
will no doubt tend to our own Adwvan
tage, and prompt us to this excellent and

important Duty of Charity to the Poor.

After all T have read and written about
Charity to the Poor, and have hitherto in-
timated, that it is for Widows and old
People, that are, or may be in great Need
and Diftrefs, I muft acquaint my Reader,
that I could never fatisty my feif, that I
could be anfwerable if I {hould fay nothing
for Orphars and poor Children, either fuch
as have no Parents alive, or {uch as have
Parents, but are in fuch low Circumftan-
ces, that they can neither give them Edu-
cation to fir them for {fetting out in the
World, nor have Means to beftow to get
them taught either Religion or Virtue; and
no doubt, it is the Duty of us all to do
fomething for fuch Children; for it is cer-
tain where ever the Lord is pleafed to caft
fuch an Orphan’s Lot, either in City or
Parifh, he faith to that City or Parifh,
Bring ap that Child for me, as Pharaok’s

- Daughrer faid to Mofes’s Mother : There-
fore I hereby intimate, it is the Defign of
lome, n and about this City, to contri-
bute fomething for the Education and teach-
ing fuch Children as before mentioned, to
be ufeful in their Generation, and as {ocn
as poflible, to ere€t an Orphans Hofpital.
. | - . We
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We know of fome %und already to begin,
fuch a good Work ; and after what fhall be
faid about its Management and Ufefulnefs
I hope, almoft every Perfon that knows of
fo good a Defign, will contribute fome
fmall Macter for that good Work. Alfe
we are refolved, to keep as near to the Go-
vernment of that famous Ho/pital at Glan-
¢z near Hall in Saxony in the King of
Praffia’s Dominions, as their State, and our
own will confilt ; which Hofpital, 1 do
think, is one of the wonderfuleft Works,
and has been moft owned of the Lord, as
any ever I read or heard of, and a ver;
great Demonltration of God’s owning fuc{;
Undertakings. When I was compofing
the Plea for the Poor, and had read much
for finding out Argumeats and Motives for
that End, I could find nothing in humane
iftory, that pleafed me better, asan Ar-
ment for that Defign, or gave me ( and
I hope fhall alfo give others) Ground to
ope fuch a good Work fhall profper and
ucceed. O! how wonderful is it, when
e confider how {mall a Beginning thag
eat Work had, no more than eighteen
illings and {ix Pence, and an entire De-
pendence on Divineg Providence, and yet
vithin five Years it was able to maintain
ch a valt Numiber, as there ye will find.
- And for all thefe that fhall give any
B‘hmg noticeable, they (hall have the Gifc
| o e T @
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of the Hiftory of that ‘amous Hofpital,
which 1 have caufed print, boping it may"
have a Tendency to very good Purpofe on
this Occafion, and may encourage all Stati-
ons, both high and low,to contribute, when
they fee fuch Defigns fo much owned and
countenanced of the Lord.

The Children that are defigned to be
maintained in this Orphans Hofpital, are
thofe that are the molft hopeful Children of
~fuch as have been honeft People, who have
lived in and about this City, and who have
no Right or Tile to go into any Hof=
pital, {fuch as Heriot’s, or George Watfon’s
when it fhall be built, or into any of the
Maiden Hofpitals. -

The Education that is refolved to be
given them, is what the honourable Society
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge gives
to their Children, fuch as to read, write,
Count Arithmetick, and fing the coms-
mon Tunes, except it be Boys of more than

ordinary Capacity, who may be carried on 2
- further Length, to fit them for being more
ufeful in their Generation. 4

We defign to take into this Hofpital, acs
tording to our Plan in the forementioned
Hofpital at Glawuca, both Boys and Girls
The Boys are to be inftru¢ted and educated,
in order to fit them for the WeaverTrade,an
improving our ManufaGtories, that being
the only Way whereby our Nation can be

- faved
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faved from going to {ore Decay. The Girls

{hall be carefully taught in the Arc of Spin-
‘ning and Houfe-witery,whereby they will be
fircted to be Servants in Families - Perions
fhall be encouraged who are capable to e-
‘ducate themfor fuchPurpofes;and *tis hoped
‘Care will be taken to inftruét them in the
Principles of the Chriftian Religion,and how
to remember their Creator in the Days of
their Youth.

The raifing a Fund for f{o great and good
‘a Work, and geting an Hofpital built, may
appear very difficult to {fome ; but how-
ever difficult it may feem to others, it ap-
pears to be noDifficulty to me. If we will ufe
the ordinary Means,it will be very eafy to
{o many as may contribute to it,we conftant-
ly relying on Divine Condut, for except
the Lord build the Hoafe, the ‘Builders lofs
their Pains. And we fhould always have
in View the Lord’s wounderful Providence
in the Beginning, and carrying on, that fa-
mous Hofpital at Hall, which I recommend
bothas our Pattern, and for Motives and
Encouragement to go in this good Work.

I have had many {weet Refle€tions when
confidering the great Ufefulnefs of {uch an
Hofpital, both for the Good of thefe poor
Children, the Advantage the City and Na-
tion fmay reap by it, and how eafy it will be
to begin and carry it on, and that initead
of being a Burden to us, it rather would be

LC3] '3-
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a great Fafe, which I hope to makeappear
in what is to be faid afrerwards.

It is very well known that many honeft
Men, who have wrought very fore about
this City and Suburbs, fome for 7 4. 8 4.
9 4. 104. a Day, by whofe Labours others
have gained their Bread, and fome of them
Riches, yet bave had fuch Families of Chil-
dren of their own, they were not able to e-
ducate {o as to fit them for Employments;
fome of thefe Parents, either one or both dy-
ing, when they are Young, and leaving them
very deftitute of either Means or Friends.
And altho’ to my long Obf¢rvation the fe-
veral Kirk-Seffions have allowed to many of
them fome fmall Matter to help to main-
tain them, till they wereabour 7 or 8 Years
of Agejand then,not being able to help them
longer, we in Seflions ufe to fay, they can |
now do for themfelves. But if we will fe-
rioufly confider what are the Things they
cando, it will fhow their Cafe to be very
deftitute ; for the Boys can only run with
a Paper Lanthern in the Streets, or an Er- |
vand, or beg from Door to Door; and for
the Girls, they may bear a little Bleth from
the Market, or beg ; and O how lamentable
and wretched is this Education. How are
both the Souls and Bodies of thefe poor
Children, who,by the Bleffing of God,might,
by a regular Care and Pains, be made ufeful,

: |
By
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But ‘that it will rather be a Gain ta
the City and Nation than a Burden, ra-
ther a faving Barﬁain than a real Lofs, for
each Family to allow fomething for edu-
cating thefe poor Children, may be pro-
ved thus, For it is known to be prac-
ticable that a fmart Boy in the Weaver
Employment, employed about fuch Work as
he is capable to do in the firt Years of his
Apprenticefhip,may be in a Capacity to gain
his own Bread within the Compafs of one
Year ; and this fhould encourage us to train
up many fuch for that Bulinels, the more
efpecially when the Nation feems now f{o
forward to encourage our own Manufaéto-
ries. Nay it would not only be charitable to
beftow fome fmall Thing for thefe Childrens
Maintainance and Education, but 3lfa
to buy and make ufe of, and export fuch
Goods as may be wrought by them, in
which they are aflifted and inftruéted by
fufficient Tradefmen.

This Hofpical may be raifed and main-
tained this very ealy Way. If every, or
almoft all, the Families in and about this
Cicy and Suburbs {hould bat beflow, in fuch
a Way as fhall be thought proper to receive
or collet it, but one Penny Sterl. of every
Pound Sierling they lay out on maintaining
their own Families, and Houfe Rents, Ser-
vants Fees, Apparel, £€c. in one Year, for
this Ufe, that is to fay, they who fpend 50 /.
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Sterling, 50 Pence,and they who {pend more
or lefs, in like Pmportlon, it is computed
it will maintain an Hofpital, confitting ofan
Hundred Orphans.  And if this be any great
Hard{hip to beﬁuw thus much, Ileaveit to
others to judge ;tor Ido maintain 4 fb.will be
of more real Ufe to give for the Ufe of thefe
Children, for educating them in a regular
Way,and fitting them for gaining their own
Bread, than 16 fb. given m fuch Charity as
fhall b {pent asfoonas they receive it. And
fo tnis makes it very plain we will be ra-
ther Gainers than Lofers by fo doing in a
prudertial Way.

We may indeed provide fome Houfe buile
already for maintaining and educating {fome
Children_for fome Time, ’till it be thought
fit to ere€t an Hofpital ; But it is my Opipi-
on,and you may alfo learn it from the Hi-
ftory of the Hofpital near to Hal, it will ne-
ver make a Figure,or be nanceabie or come
to a good Bearing, till an H{)fp:tal be be-
gun to be erefted. And then when it
{hall be fer about, there might be buile
at one Period of Time but one Ward, after
the Manner of St. Thomas’s Hurpltal at
~ Londen, and afterwards add to it as your
Funds (hall encreafe.

It is not to be doubted but many will
chearfully contrlbute to this good Work ; for
to be fure it is an Hofpital moft needﬁll and
‘tis hoped will be the moft bencficial Hof'p;-

o
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tal to both the City and Nation that hath
been yet fet one Foot, for confidering the
regular Way may be taken in inftrulting
thefe Children, and the fit Mafters and Mi-
ftrefles may be employed about, it will nog
only be a Mean to introduce Virtue about
this City, but alfo diffufe it through the
Kingdom. And no doubt many will contri-
bute, that live in diftant Places from this
City, for fo advantageous an Undertaking.

It Virtue be not encouraged in and about
this City, I know not what low Circum-
ftances it may come to be in ¢’re it belong :
For let us confider the Ways and Means by
which the Inhabitants have fubfifted for
many Ages; 1ff, They depended on the Par-
liament and Courts of Judicature. Asfor |
the Parliament we have none, and it is
known, to the Experience of many, what
from the great Scarcity of Money,and other
Reafons, the Seffion is far from being fo
throng as it was in ufe to be. The other
Way the Inhabitants of this City did gain
their Livings, was, both Merchants and
Tradefmen did fell their Effects and Goods
to other Cities and diftant Places of the
Nation, and to Noblemen and Gentlemens
Families ; whereas now there 1s {0 very ma-
ny Goeds come from abroad, feveral Ways
needlefs to mention, but well known and
felt, that Way of Subliftence 1s much failed
allo; fo that I fee no Way we can long fu{?--.

1
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fit without encouraging Virtue and im-
proving Manufatories about this Place.
And to be fure ourNeighbours inEngland will
commend us more for our improving {fome
Virtue among our felves becaufe it will en-
able us to buy from them fuch Goods as will
not be found expedient.for us to make ; and
more efpecially if it Thould be found, that by
our Negle€t we bring our felves to fo low
Circumitances as not to have Money, either
to buy or pay what we have from them. It
is very certain it hath been to the great Lofs
and Detriment of this Nation, the not im-
proving our Linnen Marufactories to the
beft Advantage in former Times; this mighe
have tended greatly to our own Advantage,
and we may perfuade our felves, that Enp-
land would have encouraged us rather than
Hamburgh or Ireland, they knowing our
Riches and Well being is a Part of the
Strength of the Kingdom.— But there be-
ing A&ts and Regulations laid lately down
by the Parliament, and alfo Encouragement
allowed for improving our Linnen Manu-
faltories, and our own Wool, as alfo the
Fifhing Trade ; and this Truft being com-
mitted to worthy Gentlemen, who ’tis hop-
ed will ftudy their Country’s Advantage,
and improve the Powers ‘repofed in them,
for making thefe Laws effe@ual, for the
Good of the Kingdom ; therefore 1 fhall pafs
it.
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I come now to anfwer fome Queftions
concerning thefe Hofpitals, to wit, the Tri-
#ity Hofpstal for old People, and the Or-
phans Hofpital propofed to be ereGted, and
concerning the Ways and Means of collect-
ing Contributions for them; And the firft
1s, Who are they will concern themfielves
in getting this Contribution collefted ? 4x-
Jfwer, *Tis hoped that all the honourable
Magiftrates, and thofe who fic with them
in Council, will lay themiclves out this
Way, koowing it will tend much to the
Advantage of this City and Country ; and
that all the reverend Minifters will alfo give
their Aflitance, and alfo all the Prefes’s of
every difterent Society about the City and
Suburbs, from the higheft to the loweft, and
that all che Elders and Deacons of every
Kirk-fefion will make it their Bulinefs to
be inftrumental this Way. But [ leave to
the honourable Magiftrates, Minifters and
General Seffions to appoint proper Ways
and Methods how it fhall be moft expedi-
tioufly gone about ; and every 2one that will
give their Contribution to me as Treafurer,
as I formerly mentioned, it fhall, every
Farthing of ic, ftand on a fair Record, and
they f{hall have a Receipr for it, a Copg
of which you may fee printed at the En
of the Preface: And if any fhall fend a
Sum of Money, and conceal their Name,
f {hall be likewifc recorded, thaton fuch

2



a Day reeceived fuch a Sum from a Bene-
faCtor to this Hofpstal, who inclines not to
be known.

2. A fecond Queftion is, Who are thefe
we expect will contribute to this good
Work? eAnfwer, We perfwade our felves,
that almoft all and every one will contri-
bute either lefs or more according to their
Ability.  This is thewr indifpenfible Duty,
it is plain what we enjoy 1s but a Trult,
for which we muft anfwer to God e’re it
be long ; and it will be a terrible Quefti- .
on to us, who have poffeffed Abundance
of worldly Wealth, What did ye more than
others ?  Negative Holinefs will not bring
any Man to Heaven, it will not be enough
to be able to fay, I did not {uch and fuch
evil Things, if we do nc Good with the
Talents we have been intrufted with.

3. A third Queftion 1s, How do we de-
fign to employ this large Contribution we
expeft. eAnfwer, 'Tis deligned in the firft
Place to make up what Money 1is expend-
ed in the Reparations of the Trinity Ho-
Jpital, that the Fund may be preferved un-
touched. And in the fecond Place, after
we have got our Reparations paid off, and
our Fund untouched, it is refolved to di-
vide the reft equally between the forefaid
Trinity Hofpital, and the defigned Hofpstal
for Orphans. We perfwade our felves none
will refufe cheartully to contribute, when

they
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they confider it is for two fo great and
good Deligns. After fome Time is {pentin
getring Contributions for both conjunétly,
(and if it be thought proper to Lammals
next) People may afterwards give Contri-
butions to any of the two as they think
moft proper. s

For the Orphans Hofpital it 1s humbly
propofed, the Way of Subfiftence may be
thus, leaving it to the honourable Magi-
ftrates and Town Council, the reverend
Minifters and general Seffions to alter the
Scheme as they fhall find molft convenient
atthe Time when they {hall make Statutes
~and Rules forits Management.  For year-
ly Subliftence it is propofed, that what
fi:all come in after the Term of Lammas
ficft, and given by any" Perfon, under one
Pound Sterl. thall be beltowed on that YVear’s
Maintainance, all Sums above that {hall be
reckoned a capital Stock, and only the In-
tereft thall be made ufe of in all Time
eoming : And becaufe we depend upon
Divine Providence, hoping there will be
given to it many fmall Sums, and other
Gifts every Year, and that the Childrens
Work will be helpful in their Maintain-.
ance, it is propofed that the Donor of
60 Lisb. flerl. whether Nobleman, Gentle-
man or others, or Society or Incorporation
in any Part of Scotland, may preflent toihe
Governors of this Hofpital either a hopeful

Boy
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Boy or Girl, not under the Age of fevea
Years, nor above the Age of Ten. And this
they may do at theEnd of every leven Years,
while this Hofpital does continue, which we
hope it fhall to the End of Time.

It will be ealy to build this Hofpital for
Oiphans, compared with what it would coft
to build another Fabrick of that Sort ; for
we are perfwaded, when once it is begun,
miany will contribute Neceflaries and Ma-
terials for fogood a Work. Some will be-
ftow Donations of Timber, who deal
in that Way; fome will lead us Stones,
Lime or Sand ; fome will give Locks,
Bands, €9¢. Some will glafs Windows as
Donations, and others contribute for o-
ther Parts of that Work ; and it is known,
for fome have promifed it, that Journey-
men Wrights and Mafons will come and
work there, when they ¢an be fpared fromi
other Work, or have idle Days, for little or
Nothing, except it be fome Drink-money ;
and they will the more cheerfully do fo;
feeing it tends fo much tothe Advantage of
fuch People’s Children. -

And after the Hofpital is built, as was done
in the Hofpital near to Hall in Germany,
we doubt not but People will fend in other
Gifts for 1ts Furniture and Provifion. Vitual,
Drink and Cloathing from the City and ad-
jacentCountry. As for Example, I could name
kfty twe Brewers m and abeut this City a::.i

Sub-
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Suburbs that would each of them give to

this Orphans Hofpital a nine Gallon Tree of
Ale once in the Year at lealt; which would
prove a very great Mean of its Subfiftence.
Some will beftow Stockens, Shoes, Shirts,
&ec. and others will give Gifts of Money, as
Providence beftows on them and inclines
their Hearts to fo doing,.

Many are the Advantages will arife and
redound to this City and Bounds from fuch,
an Undeitaking. Ifhall fuggeft but a very
few of them ; as it hath been formerly repre-
fented, it will be the Way to fet on Foot and
introduce Trade and Virtue about this City,
“for Improvement of our own Manufactories,
not only for our own Ufe, but alfo for Ex-

ortation. Another great Advantage will

e, that many Men and Women within
this City, whofe Circumftancesare low,may
happen to get fome Poft and Bengfits about
it when it comes to any confiderableBearing,
according to their Capacity and Ufefulnefs,
for it is evident ‘many do want Pofts at this
Day in order to get Subfiftence, as is very
well known by the many Applications that
are made to the Council for any little Poft
that falls vacant. Nay fome virtuous old
People may ger their Living about the Hol-
pital, that many are of Opinion deferve to
be taken into the old People’s Hofpital, but
cannot be preferred for want ofa Title.

Nay many young Men and Women, who

have got Education already,may here be em-
ployed
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ployed in educating others. And Men hav-
g Stocks may  have them employed to

ood Advantage, feeing we {hall have many
t Hands, employed in ourfManufattures.
We have at . this Time, much talking
and many Schemes - about the Improvement
of our Manufa&ories, but it is very certain
we have neither Abundance of experien-
ced Tradefmen of the Weaver Trade, or of
People well skilled in the Art of Spinning,
or other Pieces of Work about Manufadto
ries, in order to carry on fuch a Trade and
Improvement the Length defigned and wifh-
ed tor. - 0534
It is certain this Country cannot {ubfif
long, if we continue to 1mport fo many
Goods into it as has been for fome Years paft; |
anad export fo few of our own ; every Per-
{on known in Trade and Bufinefs will eafily
erceive this, confidering the Scarcity of
oney there isalready. |
A Nurfery of young People brought up
about this City, in the Manner here propof-
ed, will fettle about it ; and if weli inftruc-
ted in their Bufinefs, and they get fuitable
Encouragement, they will be a Mean of
increafing thie Wealth and Riches of the City
and Country ; andfo all Societies of Men
will be Gainers, and each have Encourage-
ment in their own Way of Trafficking, fuch
as Merchants, Chirurgeons, Goldfmiths,
Wrights, Mafons, Smiths, Shoemakers, Tay- |
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dors, Baxters, Brewers, £5¢. Yea all fortsof
Trades will be Gainers if this Capital City
‘and the Nation fhall flourifh and encreafein
Trade and Bufinefs. Therefore let.all of
us, with the greateft Pleafure and Chearful-
nefs, contribute fome Moietics for {ocom-
endable a Defign as is here propofed for
the Benefit of this City and Nation, and for
making thé Poor vfeful in their Day, and
racther a Benefit than a Burden; yea this
may be a bleffed Mean of faving many
poor Children from being -expofed both .
as to their Souls and Bodies. - iy
I had a Defliga to have faid a good deal
more about the Order, Managemeant and
Government of this Orphans Hofpital, and
about inftru&ting the Children educated in -
itin Trade and Bufineis; but having re-
printed the Hittory of that famous Hofpital
at Glauca without Hall in Germany, which
we defign as the Model and Pattern of this
_.good Undertaking, and which all Contri~ ¢
buters will have Accefs to fee for their En-.
couragement, we refer to it, and conclude.
witha tew Scriptures proving Charity an in-
difpenfible Duty,and with a tew Arguments
tranfcribed trom Mr. Harrifon’s Spiritual
‘Pleadings, plainly domonitrating that Boun-
ty andCharity to Widows andOrphans 1s ia-
c[)ll[pgr:ﬁbly neceflary. Bleffed are the merciful;
' for they fball obtain Mercy, Math. ¥. 7. To de¢
Goed and commanicate, forges not ; for with
; . ;IrT', ‘l_ - .'. L D }_ fﬂﬂ'}'
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fuch Sasrifices God iswell pleafed, Heb. xiii.
16. Charge them that are rich in this World,
that they be not high minded, nor truft in un-
certain Riches, but inthe Living God, who
givath ws richly all Things to enjoy.  That
they do goodthat they be rich in good Works,
ready to diffribute, willing to communicate, 2 .
Tim. vi. 17, 18. Come ye blefled of my Father
inberit the Kingdom prepared for you,for Iwas
an bungred and ye gave me Meat ; Iwas thirfly,
and ye gave me Drink ; I was naked, and ye
clothed me, &c. Math. xxv. 34,35, 36, &c.
This poor Widow hath caft in more than they
6ll; Mark xi1. 43. The Poor ye [ball always
have with you, bat me you bave not always,
and when ever you will you may do them Good,
Mark xiv. 7. He that [oweth [paringly, [bal
reap [parimgly. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Make to yoar
Jelves Fyiends of the Mammon of Unrighteoufs
refs, Luke =xvi. g. With-hold not Good
from whom it is due, when it is in the Power
of thy Hand to do it, Pro. 1l 27. He that
hath ‘Pity on the Poor lendeth to the Lord
and. that which be hath given, will he pay him
again, Pro. xix. 17. He thar floppeth his
Ear at the Cry of the Poor, [ball cry alfo him-
felf, and [Ball not be heard, Prov. xxi. 13.
Caft your Bread upon the Water ; For you [hakk
find it after many ‘Days, Beclefi. xi. 2. This
is the Fafi that 1 have chofen, —— If ‘thow
draw out thy Soul to the Hungry, and [atis-
fi the afflicted Soul, fa. lviii. 7, 10. Bléffed

is he that confidercth the Poor, Pfal. xli. 1.
He
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He that hath Mercy ﬂﬂq the Poor happy is be,
Prov. xiv 21.

Mr, Harrifon in his Spiritual Pleadings,
after having infilted on many incumbent
Duttes fays, prefer one Bill more in a Cafe
which few think of, notwith{tanding of all
our Boafting and Pretenfions to a through
Reformation, and that’s chis: Few Men
now a-days do honour the Lord with cheir
Subltance, few look at this as a Duty to
confecrate any Part of their Gain unto the
Lord, orof their Subftance to the Lord of
the whole Earth, but carry it as if they
were turned Independents indeed, and did
not depend, no not upon God kimielf, or
as if God himfelf had loft his Propriety,ard
there were now no Rent-pénny, no Ac-
knowledgement due unto him, fave fuch
an one as cofts us nothing; furely God from
the Beginning referved and claimed a
Part due to him/elf who gave the whole, and
Whatever there was belides, this allo was
in the Sacrifices of Cain and dbel, an Ac-
knowledgetnent that God hath a Right to
every Man’s Goods ; aftterwards he publiih-

ed and put in his Claim more particularly,

Exod. xxii. 29. Thou [halt not delay to offcr

the firft of thy ripe Fruits.—— All the Tithe of

the Land, whether of the Seed of the Land,
6r of the Fruit of the Tree, is the Lord’s, it -

is holy unto the Lord, Lev. Xxvil. 20. It s
the Lord’s, it is his already, hath been fo
: : P ] ™ from
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from the Beginning of the World, and he
now appoints the Levite, the Stranger, the
Widow, and the Fatherlefs to be his Rent-
Garherers or Receivers-General. —1 with
Trial were made, whether it may not be
proved, that the TenthPart,or other Propor-
tion of every Man’s Increafe, Acquifitions,
Improvements and Incomes, 1s due unto the
Lord, even to this Day ; —— Aud {0 cught
to be expended in the relieving of the Poor
at Home and Abicad, under the Rage of
Perfecution in other Countries, and in the
Education of poor Children, the Advance-
ment of Learning ‘that mnecfiimable Jewel)
and other pious Ules. And would every
Man that a%ourds make fuch a Purfe, and
account it as a facred Treafury or Corban,
not tobe opened but for picus Ufes, how
many neccllitous Parents, - perifhing  Or-
phans, poor aged People, Perfons maim’d
by Fire, Shipwreck, or the like, might
{peedily be relieved ? ‘There i1s nopious Per-
fon but judges fomething due this Way,and
the HolyGholt calls even aMan’sCharity due
Debts, Prov. 11i.27, 28 With-hold not Good
from them to whom it is due, when it is in the
Power of thine Hand to do 1t. Say not unto
thy Neighbour, go and come again, and. Te-
gwcrrow I will give, when thon haft it by thee.
What we call giving; God calls paying;
What we call Charity he counts due Debt.
God’s Command makes Relief due unto

g - others; 3
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others, makesthem Owners, Mafters of our
Superfluities ; not that they may take
it by Force, but that we muft give it
freely. Indeed all the Queftion is about
the Quanra'p, how much ought thus to bé
dedicated to God, and to fix it upon the
Tenth Part, is neither Popith, nor legal,
nor Jewifb, but 2 known Truth or Duty,
long before the Oldeft of thefe was heard of
in the World ; this was no natural, but an
adoptive Child of Mofes, nor was ita Type
or Ceremony, as facrificing was (which was
alfo before the Law) for then there muft be
fome Spiritual Subftance, typed out by it,
but was pratifed by the Light of Naturey
and Law of Reafon, Moral Law and Law of
Nations every where. Why elfe did  Abra-
ham, Gen. xvi.2c, pay Tithes to Melchife-
dic, the great Reprefentative of Chrift. And
that they were paid as a due to the Priefi-
hood of Chrift ({uftaired then in a Figure
by Melchifedic) the Seventh Chapter to the
Hebrews proves abundantly, and that
Lev: himfelf who took Tithes, have payed
them, and that Lew: had only a Commiffion
(pro tempore)tc be God’s Rent Gatherers
and Receivers. They miftake that think the
Payment of the Tenth Part, was then firft
fet on Foot to defray the Charges of that
coltly Worthip, it was paid long before ; A
braham 1s a full Inftance, {our gitmchfed and

thirty Years beforethe Law, as the Apolile
' - obleryes
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obferves upon another Occafion, Gal.iii. 17,

But this. was only a lenth of the
Spmls taken, in War, may fome fay, what
fay ye then to that I*_,ngagement of Facob,Gen.
xxvill 22.0f all that thou [bal: give un-
to me, 1will furely give the Tenth unto thee,
Methinks he {peaks of this as a Dury, that
he had been catechifed and trained up in the
Knowledge of. He had the Dire&ion of the
Spirt for it, faich Calvin, and why not al-
fo the Inﬂruc’hnn of his Anceftors 7 For
Abrabam pratifed it beiore him ——"Thus
it was before the Law Ceremonial, and Chrift
approves it, Math. xxiii. 23. and affirms that
dedicating a Partto Charitable Ufes, San&i-
fles the whole, asthe firft Fruit fanQified the
Lump, Luke xi. 41, 42and xii. 33. And
finds no Fault with the Pharifee for bhis
Pra@ice Luke xviil. 12. for hisgiving up of a
Tenth Part of all that he poffefled to Pious
Uies, but for his Trufting 1n it; nor were
the Tenths all of them :.,onfumed by Chrift’s
confumatum eft, but he teacheth us even to
the End of the World, To give unto God
the Things that are Gad": Mark xii. 17. and
both we and all we have are his, 1 Cor. ix.
14. though he is pleafed to accept a fmall
Part in lieu of the whole,—— And plain It
is, that there is fuch a Thing as Sacrilege
now in the Days of the Gofpel, and T fear
many more are Guilty thereof than are aware
of
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of it ; nay, well were it that they were not

aoft Guilty, who feem moft to abhor it.
If the Lord would for on the Senfe of
this Luty of Charity) upon the Hearts and
Confciences of Profeflors, and take them off
from their Subterfuges. and Cavils,and Eva-
fi ns, how foon would there be a facred
Bank, a Stock raifed, a Temple Treafury
filled to anfwet all Religious Occafions, te
give a (peedy Relief to the Neceflities of the
Poor, who ftarve many Times while the
Gral$ is Growing, while the Alms are a ‘ga-
thering. i | g o
- How would this roll away our Reproach of
being Solifidians, and make 'the Gofpel vie
for < Fruitfulnefs in good  Works with
Popifh Charity aad blind ‘Dzvotion. Tz
i11. 8. Let them who believe in God,be care-

ful'to maintain good Works. - How 'would it

cut off Occafions from the Elefh,which craves
and calls for all, and confumes more upon
fome one Luft, thanall a Man’s Graces ever
coft him : How would it bring a Bleffing,
and prove a Hedge about all ‘che reft of his
Eftate, like Hanna’s Loaf which was lent
to God, 1 Sam. 11. 206, 21. He gave her
back five for one, and fo will hedo by every
one that ventures with him; will ye prove
him,Mal. iii. 1. Do but try e faicth he in this
one Particular, :

And who would repent his Obedience here=

unto when he eomes to die, and to be rorn
away
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