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N eQ:U=TR Y
NI T T HE

NaturEg, Causg, and CuRE

OF THE

B Rl ) TSR FEE L

HE Science of Medicine has been,

oradually, advancing for thefe two

thoufand years by paft; and ¢
now brought to a great degree of improve-
ment ; perhaps to as great a degree, every
circumftance confidered, as the difficulty of
the art, the limitation of the human facul-
ties, and the continual attempts to further
refinement, too often conducted merely by
fancy, will admit of.

On~E ufed to confider the progrefs of the
different arts, their gradual advancement to
perfettion, and their fubfequent decay, may

be
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be apt to contemplate, with fome alarm, the
prefent fituation of phyfic. , More attention
is paid to the clafling of difeafes, as if they
were natural and permanent entities, than
to the complete hiftory of each particular
one ; more to the fub-divifion and fplitting
of them into feparate {pecies, from fome
flight difference in the {ymptoms, than to
the general turn and complexion of the
whole difeafe; more to the novelty and
change of application, than to the improve-
ment of what is already difcovered and in
ufe. Thefe, a fpeculative mind will be apt
to confider as proofs of too great refine-
ment, and diftant marks of a future change.

IT is by a clofe attention to the hiftory
of particular difeafes, that the {cience has
made fuch great advances. The accuracy of
antient and modern authors hath left few
difeafes untouched. By defcribing every
circumftance belonging to them, and the
appearances, which occurred, on infpecting
the bodies after death, they have afcertain-
ed moft difeafes, and laid a foundation for

arriving at as certain a knowledge of the
reft,
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reft, as the narrow limits of our powers will
allow. - For cafes in medicine are the expe-
riments of this branch of Natural Philofo-
phy.

THERE is one difeale, however, which
had entirely efcaped all ‘regular examina-
tion; and concerning which, there was lit-
tle to be learned by inquiry, and ftill lefs
from books; I mean theCrour. I never
have feen any thing written on this {ubject,
except 4 Thefis, where the author gives us
no faés ; and clafles it amongft the fpafmodic
diftempers, to which it has no refemblance,
either in its progrefs or cure. The Catarrbus
[uffocativus of Etmuller, tho’ it refembles the
Croup in many particulars, yet appears to be
a very different difeafe in fome {ymptoms,
in the cure, and appearances after death.

Dr Ruffel, in his Oeconomy of Nature,
defcribes, in a few lines, a difeafe very fimilar
to this, in moft of its fymptoms: But it feems
not exaétly the fame, as it was attended with
ulcers about the larynx, and terminated of-

‘ten in a fphacelus of the lungs. Befides,
had
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had it been the fame difeafe with our Croup,
the fame appearances muft have occurred,
upon diflettion, to him as to us.

I suaLL, therefore, treat this difeafe
as entirely unknown as to its nature, caufe,
effetts, and care ; and try how far our fadls
will carry us towards a difcovery of thefe.

How fo fingular and dangerous a difeafe
has been totally negletted, while fuch atten-
tion has been paid to moft others, is not the
lealt furprifing circumf{tance belonging to it.
Its external features ought to have been fuf-
ficient to have roufed an inquifitive fearcher
intodifeafes ; its internal appearances, if but
once feen, muft have railed, from their fin-
gularity, the ftrongeft defire to inveftigate
its nature. But thefe feem to have been more
than counterbalanced by its local fitnation ;
the unfrequency of its appearance ; the fub-
je&s which it arracked, thefe being general-
ly children, and unable to give a diftinét ac-
count of their complaints; the rapidity of
its courfe; the apparent eafinefs of its fymp-

toms ; and their fimilitude to other catarrhal
or
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or peripneumoniac diftempers. Thefe feem
to be fufficient reafons for its being {o long
undiftinguifhed and undeflcribed, without
laying us under any neceflicy of looking on
: a5 a new difeafe. Probably it has exifted
more or lefs in all ages; for the fame pro-
ductive caufes muft have operated formerly,
as they do at prefent.

Ta1s difeafe happens, or at leaft is ob-
ferved, fo feldom in this city, that very few
cafes muft occur to any particular perfon,
during the courfe of a whole lifetime. To
have the power of feeing more, one muft put
himfelf in the way of intelligence, efpecially
at places fituated on the coaft. By thac
means, ] have had anopportunity of attending
more cafes, than otherwife would have fallen
to the fhare of any one. The danger of the
fymptoms under fuch apparent eafe, and the
fingularity of its appearances after death, in
the firft examination, excited my curiofity.
The fubfequent cafes were fufficient to thow
me its nature, tho’ perhaps not to point out
a certain cure.  That is not always allowed
to mortals.  To be able, however, to diftin-

guifl
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guifh it from other difeafes ; to difcover the
nature of it; to point out when it is cureable,
and when not ; perhaps to lay a foundation
for improvement in its moft defperate ftate ;
that is the defign of the following pages.

To be the firft author in treating a difeafe;
to have no afliftance from preceding experi-
ence, is a fituation a little uncommon in thefe
modern times. To this caufe, and to the
rarity of the difeafe, muft be imputed my
not bringing it to that degree of improve-
ment, that I could 'wifh ; and that has hap-
pened in' other difeafes. If this can ferve
for a foundation to excite others to inquire,
to preferve, and to communicate faéts ob-
ferved by them, my labour will be well be-
{towed.

Tr1s difeafe appears to belong peculiarly
to children; and the younger they are, af-
ter they are weaned, the more liable they feem
to it.  On the breaft, they appear lefs fub-
je&t to it; or, which is as probable, as they
cannot tell their complaints, itis taken for
fome other difeafe. I never {aw, or heard of

one, above twelve years of age, affected by
it
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it. After this the body gains a ftrength
capable of refifting the caufe, or of expelling
it when received. About this time, or a lit-
tle after, very great changes happen in the
human frame. |

IT feems, likewife, in a great meafure, to
have a local fitvation; and to be very fel-
dom found at any greart diftance from the
fea-thore. It appears much lefs in Edinbursh
than in Leith, or MufJelburgh. It is often
feen along the coaft of Fife; andis very
common, I am told, along the coaft of Air-
fhire and Galloway. Tho’ I never heard of
it in the neighbouring coalt of England, yet
probably it is to be found there too. The
fame caufes, that kepr it from being fo long
attended to here, may ftill make it negle&ed
there. Very wet and marfhy fituacions,
fometimes, produce it.

In the firft hittory of a difeafe, it becomes
abfolutely neceflary, to fet down the cafes
and the facts, as they really happened. In
difeafes, that have already been defcribed, it
is {uificient to enumerate the fymproms, as
they generally appeared, by which the diffe-
rence betwixt that fpecies, and any of the

B former,
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former, may be obferved. DBut in a new
difeafe, as little ought to be left ro the fancy
or judgment of the hiftorian as poflible ; for,
from the natural appearance of rthe fymptoms,
all our reafoning and conclufions mult take
their rife. As cafesare analogous to theexpe-
riments of Natural Philofophy, they ought
to be deleribed as circumftantially.  Hippe-
rates, that great hiftorian of difeafes, treats

his epidemics, as they were new diftempers,
in this way.

CiAS Bk

Marcu 15th. Was called to Mifs *¥%#
aged fifteen months, of an inflammatory con-
{titution, and living within a quarter of a
~ mile of the fea-fhore. The day before, fhe
had appeared duller and hotter than ufual.
This morning fhe was attacked with a diffi-
calty of breathing. Her pulfe was ftrong,
and about 135 in a minute; five ounces of
blood was immediately taken from her. Af-
ter which, fhe was feized with the fharp ftri-
dolous voice, which I can refemble to no-
thing more nearly than the crowing of a

CDCk;
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cock; and which is the true diagnoftic fign
.. of this difeafe. = She had a quick and high
breathing, and unufial heat in her fore-
head, and palms of her hands. Her feet and
hands were {welled, and had an ®mdematous
appearance. As her pulfe was ftill {ftrong, five
ounces of blood was again taken from her,
which feemed to eafe her greatly. The
{teams of warm water and vinegar made her
fpit up, and did her fervice. Her belly
was kept conftantly loofe with magnefia alba;
and that night a Dblifter was applied round
her neck. On the third day, {he was a lit-
tle eafier ; but the voice ftill remained fhrill,
the breathing high, and pulfe ftrong. At
night four leeches were applied to her throat ;
and the orifices, conftantly fomented with
warm water, continued blooding for four
hours.  Next morning all the {ymproms
went off.  In this cafe, the repeated blood-
ings, elpecially the local one, with internal
and external fomentation, did moft remark-
able fervice. T was not fo certain about the

effe@s of the blifter,
CASE
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Miss *FAFFX, aged eighteen months,
healthful, living near a great loch, and a-
bout a mile diftant from the fea, was feized,
March 3oth, with the Croup. She had im-
mediately loft five ounces of blood by leeches,
and had got a vomit. Next morning, fhe
had taken a fecond vomit, after which I firfk
faw her. Her voice had the chara®eriftical
fhrillnefs, only, when fhe raifed it, or cough-
ed. Her breathing was quick. Pulfe about
130, and rather weak. Dry, rough, fhort
cough. She had no pain in fwallowing, but
{howed uneafinefs when fhe turned about her
head. Urine clear, and without fediment.
The fteams of warm water and vinegar, and
a blifter round the neck, were ordered. Iri
the evening fhe was better, and her lungs ap-
peared fomewhat moifter. That night fhe
refted pretty well; and on the third day her
voice was natural, except when fhe coughed.
Shé had a runaing at the nofe, and there was
a cloud in the urine.  The vomit repeated.
On the fourth day, the voice was {till fome-

what
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what unnatural.: The urine now depofited
a light fediment, which lafted for threc or
foar days, during which fhe gradually reco-
vered. She had the fame difeafe again fix
months after, but in a flighter manner.

B A8 B XL

A CurLp two years old, who had had
the {mall pox fix weeks before, had been
feized, Auguft 8th, wich the croupy voice.
Leeches had been applied, and blifters be-
hind the ears, and to the throat: On the
12th, I faw him, ' and found his breath-
ing bad, great ftuffing, fhrill voice, and a
fwelling externally on the fuperior part of
the trachea. Pulfe 140. Every thing look-
ed ill. Steams, external fomentation, poul-
tices, and feveral leeches were applied to the
throat. 13th, the child greatly relieved,
more chearful, and voice more natural.
14th, pulfe much better, and the peculiari-
ty of voice and the {welling almoft gone,

I NEED not relate more cafes of this
kind, as fuch like commonly qccur, and as

{hc}f
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they are {ufficient to prove its nature in this
fitvation. The only remark that I fhall
make is, that the {ymptoms of thefe three
patients, and their cure, fhow plainly the
Croup, in this ftate, to be a difeafe of an in-
flammatory nature, attacking the organs of
voice and refpiration, particularly the fupe-
rior parts of the zracbea, and that the local
inflammation often ends by refolution. This
difeafe appears to be confined chiefly to the
trachea, as the patients have no pain in de-
olutition; as they generally complain, when
they are of an age to fpeak, of a dull pain in
the vpper part of it ; as fometimes an
external fwelling is feen there ; and as the
fauces are at moft but a lictle redder.

LeET us now {fee what light other fitua-
tions of the difeafe, and infpe&iun into the

morbid body, will give us,

B LA 8 B asglV.

SEPTEMBER 29th, 1760, was called to

a boy of feven years of age, who had been
fome days fick. He lived on Leith bridge, had
been

¥
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been ill of the chin-cough the preceeding
winter, and had recovered of the meafles a-
bout fix weeks before this. He had been fre-
quently purged, and had been tolerably well,
excepting a {light cough, till he was feized,
four days before I faw him, with fever, heat,
thir{t, and the thrill croupy voice. When I
faw him, his pulfe was quick, with a little
degree of hardnefs, but not firong, He fwal-
lowed eafily; but complained of a pain in
the srachea, when he{poke, or when I prefled
it with my fingers. His face had been fwel-
led. Great drought. Breathing h"igh,
but not very quick. He fometimes expecto-
rated, and had often frothy fa/iva upon his
lips. The urine had a white ouzy fediment,
His fenfes and his head were quite clear and
ditin@®. He was immediately blooded, and
at night had leeches applied to his throat,
and a blifter round it. The next day his
pulfe was weaker, and beat 175 in a mi-
nute. Breathing quicker, and often altered.
Diftinét in all his fenfes. Died thar night.

O~
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On laying open the parts, there was no ap-
pearance of any inflammation on the fauces.
But, to my great {urprife, the whole fuperior
internal furface of the trachea was covered
with a. white foft thick preternatural coat
or membrane, eafily feparable from it, and
generally lying loofe upon it, and purulent
matter lodged below, and around it. The
fubjacent parts were red ; but no great de-
gree of inflammation. As we fearched
downwards, the fame appearances continued
thro’ the ramifications of the afpera arceria,
tho’ the membrane feemed here {ofter, thin-
ner, and to become of a more purulent na-
ture. All the branches of the windpipe and
bronchie were filled with purulent marter ;
and we could cafily fqueeze it out, in great
plenty, from all thefe pipes. The {ubftance
of the lungs was quite found, and in a natu-
ral {tate.

TrHESE circumftances appeared, at that
time, fo new and furprifing to me, that I
looked on them as accidental, and not the
natural effe@s of the difeafe. But I was foon
convinced of the contrary,

CASE
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OcToBER 4th. I was called to the iaft
boy’s fifter, aged five years, who had beer
obferved, only the day before, to complain of
a dull pain in the throat. She had been im=
mediately blooded, and had got a mixture of
[pt. minder. and theriac, with a blifter to the
neck. She had been in a conftant fweat
{ince fhe began to take the mixture. When
I faw her fhe had the dry fhrill veice; and
difficult breathing, with great wotion of the
ribs and feapule. Her face was a litdle fwels
led and red ; deglutition eafy. Her puife
was quick, and of a proper degree of ftrengi b,
What fhe expectorated feemed to be of a pus
rulent nature. Her fenfes were all in the na=
tural {tate. Leeches were immediately dp-
‘plied to her neck, and afterwards a warmt
fomentation, and the {leams of warm watet
and vinegar ! thefe appeared to give her fotné
eafe. At night fhe feemed worfe, and could
not ly long in one pofture. She was vomired
with the fyr. fcilliz. and threw up a great deal
of grofs ropy defluxion. Itryed her with 4

& mixtiré
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mixture of camphire and nitre. The next
day her pulfe was 152, and weaker. The
amygdale appeared alittle fwelled, and cover-
ed with maucus. She had a little difficulty
of deglucition. Frequent reachings. She
called often for drink, but drunk little at a
time. Tongue white and furred. Breath-
ing rather quicker to-day, and often altered.
Eat fome f{poonfuls of panada and wine.
She was ordered an emollient injeétion, and
garlick cataplafins to her feet. In the after-
noon, all the fymptoms were worfe. The

injeétion had operated thrice. Breathing
difficult and quicker. Great reftlefsnefs and

anxiety. Pulfe weaker and intermitted. She
died in the evening, all her fenfes being di-
{tin&, and having eat fomewhat juft before,
What fhe {pit up appeared thin; but what
came up, with the fhort ftifled congh, was
always thick and yellow, like matrer.
"WaEN the was opened by Mr Gibfor Sur-
geon, we perceived the glands at the root of
the tongue turgid, covered with mucus, and
their excretories open. The amygdale

were larger than ufual; but necither they,
nor
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nor the neighbouring parts, were inflamed.
All about the glortis was covered with a tough
vifcid mucus. When the zrachea was open-
ed no inflammation appeared ; bat all its fu-
perior internal furface, parcicularly the back
part, next the efophagus, was covered with a
foft half-diffolved-like-membrane, detached
from the fubjacent parts, lying loofe like the
“blankets of a bed that has been lain in, and
matter like pus on each fide of it, and betwixt
it and the membrane of the frachea. Some
of the {inall glands about the gloszis were
turgid.. The farther down we fearched, the
more purulent martter we found ;but no mem-
- brane appeared here. When we came to
where the zrachea enters the lungs, by fqueez-
ing them, we could force out thro’it a great
deal of whitifh glutinous liquid. The fame
matter appeared in all the ramifications of
the lungs, and they feemed to be intirely full
of it, as we could fqueeze it out, mixed with
a little blood, from the fmalleft divifions of
that canal. The fubftance of thelungs ap.
peared quite found. The internal coat of

the
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ghe ftomach feemed, likewife, very foft, and
covered with a great quantity of mucus,

AN Y,

Janvary 3d. I was called to a boy of
{even years of age, at Muffelburgh, who had
gone about till this moraing, but had com-
plaiucd for four days of a great difficulty in
his breathing, and of a conftant dull pain a-
bout the head of the zrachea, attended with
a fhrill voice. As his pulfe was quick, and
his breathing difficult, the Surgeon had that
morning taken twelve ounces of blood from
him, and given him Gum. Ammon. Sal. C. C,
gr. iv.  When I'faw him, art night, his pulfe
was very frequent and weak, his breathing
quick; ftill a little pain about the head of the
trachea ; no inflammation to be feen in the
fauces, and his urine depofited an ouzy fedi-
ment, His voice was feeble, and the fhrill-
nefs had gone off.  As I faw he would foon
die, I defired the Surgeon to open him, and
to be particularly attentive to every circum-
ftance in the whole courfe of the trachea, as

fome
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{fome unuftal appearances, there, had occui-
red to me in this difeafe. -

He told me, afterwards, that the lungs
were not in the leaft inflamed ; that he found,
a lictle below the aperture of the glorzis, a
quantity of what appeared to him pure mat-
ter ; but had not obferved whether or not
there was any membrane, nor whether the
ramifications of the trachea were filled with
the matter.  This, however, muft certainly
have been the cafe, as matter was actually

found in the fuperior parts of the trachea,
as his lungs appeared otherwife found, and
could not be the caufe of his death; and as
he had the fame purulent fediment in his
urine, which I had obferved in the former
cafes, and which attends all colleftions of
matter, ‘in whatever part of the body they
are contained. To our purpofe, it is fuffici-
ent, that matter of a purulent kind, was
found in the zrachea.

DN s T 14 i

A BooxsINDER’s child, four years old,
in this town, was feized with a cough and

quick
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quick breathing, Saturday O&ober s5th,
1763. As it appeared of the croupy kind,
he was blooded with leeches that day, and
bliftered next day. = After this he feemed
better, and went coughing thro’ the houfe
that week. Sunday r13th, Ifirft faw the
child. * The voice was racther more hoarfe
than ufual in the croup ;the pulfe very quick,
and the breathing very laborious, with a
little pain in the throat in fwallowing. Dry
fhort cough. I fufpefted that there was a
confiderable mixture of the angina with the
croup here. Leeches were applied to the
neck, with fomentation and f{teams. 14th,
Breathing much better, and all the fymptoms
cafier. 15th, All the fymptoms worfe. Pulfe
and breathing very quick. Died the 16th.

THE trachea, when opened by Mr 7/ ood
furgeon, was covered, for half an inch from
the glottis downwards, with a firm white
thick membrane, from which, for an inch
further down, was a foft yellowifh purulent-
like matter, not yet hardened. All the mem-
branes of the trackea were entire under thefe,

but much inflamed and red.  In fome parts
of
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of the lungs, the veficles contained the fame
kind of matter, but in no great quantity.

G ALS F VL

OcToBER 20th, 1763. A girl, aged four
years, coughed a little, was out the day fol-
lowing, and, at night, the cough increafed
with hoarfenefs. On the 22d, Mr »#ood,
the family—f'urgeom by accident, faw her play-
ing, and obferving her breathing laborious,
and her pulfe quick, tho’ {he was ‘otherwife
well, he blooded her. 23d, She was worfe, and
had a blifter applied to her throat and back,
and got an injetion. - 24th, I faw her firft ;

her breathing quick, and hoarfe; pulfe 180;
urine with an ouzy fediment; and was told,
that the had coughed up, what {eemed to the
family, pure martter. By her breathing, more
of the fame kind ftill feemed to be left be-
hind. She eat and drank without any pain.
To expel the matter, if poflible, the got a vomit
of {quills ; but nothing came away. 25th,
She was much in the fame way ; and I ob-
ferved fome matter mixed with the faliva,

that
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that fhe had coughed up. Breathing ex-
ceeding quick, and laborious.  Ordered the
{fteams of warm vinegar to be drawn into the
lungs, on purpofe to produce a fit of cough-
ing ; but it had no fuch effeét, and fhe died
in the evening,

WxuEenN the trachea was opened, by Mr
1#ood, the whole internal furface was cover-
ed with a membrane for three inches down-
wards from the gloszis, This membrane was
compleat all around, did not adhere to the
trachea, and came off in the thape of a hol-
low tube. Thenataral coats of the rrachea

feemed entire,and not ulcered. The fubftance
of the lungs was quite found ; but the veficles

of the left lobe were filled with yellow thick
pus, which funk in water. The new formed
membrane had fome degree of tenacity; and,
when fteeped in milk-warm water for two days,
did not diffolve, but preferved fome degree
of cohefion. No fibres could be obferved
in it.
TuE preceeding fadts excited the curiofity
of fome gentlemen, and have been confirmed
by
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from fimilar obfervations made by them, and
which they lately tranfmitted to my hands.

R e et B 1 1) ks

Mgr W ardrobe Surgeon related to me the
the following cafe. A boy, eight years of
age, and healthful, had been ill two days.
His breathing ;was difficult; his voice was
croupy ; he was feverith, and had all the o-
ther fymptoms of the difeafe. He was blood-
ed, bliftered, &¢. but all to no purpofe ;
and died the fourth day.

Tae whole trachea, externally, appeared
(welled, and rather cedematous than inflam-
matory. When he opened it, the whole in-
fide was covered with a foft, thick, pale-co-
loured membrane, which eafily feparated from
the parts below ; thofe had a flight degree
of inflammation. When he purfued the ra-
mifications of the zrachea thro’ the lungs,
there was found, there, a confiderable quantity
of real pus, which feemed to fill all thofe
pipes. The lungs themfelves were found.
Nothing can be liker the former cafes than

D this 3
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this ; and as Mr W ardrobe had no occafion
Of ever {eeing it again, he had coucluded, as
I had done before, in fimilar circamftances,
that it was an anomalous cafe. It now ap-

pears to be the common courfe of nature, in
that difeafe, when mortal.

Cp A Bk - X,

TueE following cafe, in confirmation of
the preceeding, was communicated to me
by Mr Balfour Surgeon, and which I fhall de-
liver in his own words. November 1t 1763,
I was defired to vifit a child, between two
and three years old, living at the Canonmills,
His face was fluthed ; his breathing laborious;
his cough of the hard croupy kind ; his pulfe
was frequent ; his tongue clean ; with little
drought, and no pain. I was informed by
the parents, that the child had been very
healthful ; but for eight days paft had been
troubled with a cough, which did not put
on the prefent appearance till the night be-
fore I was called; and that the child had,
till thar time, gone about, and eat his meat
heartily. They had then applied leeches to

hig
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his neck, which bled a oreat deal, and
had with difficulty been ftopt. 1 immedi-
ately took away, from the jugular vein, two
cupfulls of blood more, which was fizy; and
being informed, that he fometimes reached,
I ordered a vemit of zin: ipecacuanh. with
an addition of acer. feilliz. which was given
about an hour after he was blooded, and
brmxgh[ up a great deal of tenacious mucus.
That night, he got a blifter to his back; and
the faline mixtare every two hours.  Now.
2d, His Pulfe was as frequent, but not fo
firm. All the other fymptoms rather worfe.
He was ordered a decodtion of the bark : the
n'il}f faline mixture, to be raken internally ;
and the camphorated volatile oil, to be ap-
plied externally. The child rock two or
three dofes of the decoion and mixture 3
but towards the evening, the {ymproms orow-
ing worfe, the medicines were difcontinued.
The child died next morning. |

WHEN the rrachea was laid open, I
thought that a fuppuration had happened ;
but, upon nearer infpection, found, that it
was only the mucns which had acquired 2 pu

rulent
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rulent colour ; and that it was formed into a
membranous cruft, which every where lined
the internal membrane of the trachea, from
the Jarynx, to its entrance into the zhorax.
This preternatural membrane appeared thick-
eft about the middle of thesrachea; and, there,

feemed almoft to fill up the paffage. It was
fo firm, that a confiderable portion feparat-

ed, at once, leaving the natural membrane
of the trachea bare.and found, and with the
appearance of a flight inflammation. T put
a confiderable portion of the preternatural
membrane into water; and, after that, it ftill

retained a degree of tenacity, but had
too little firmnefs to be preferved.

el e e il <

MR W 00d Surgeon gave me the following.
A child, about fixteen months old, was feiz-
ed with the Croup, and died the feventh
day. On opening the body, there was found
in the lower part of the /laryny, and
beginning of the zrachca, a fubftance of
a membranous appearance, adhering flicht-

Iy
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ly around the infide of thefe parts.
When it was removed, the membranes
of the rrachca wete found entire, and
fomewhat redder than ufual. Along the
traclea and bronchial branches, there wasa
confiderable quantity of mucus. It was frothy,
and fomewhat tenacious. This mucus ex-
tended as far as the membranous appear-
ance, and downwards into the minuteft
branches of the bronchie, in which it had a

yellowifh purulent appearance. The furface
of the longs was fomewhat reddifh.

A o &t IR

TrE following cafe, which was communi-
cated to me by , I think worth relating ;
as it fhows the difeafe in a different fitu-
ation from all the preceeding ; indeed,
under fuch circumftances, as I never had
an opportunity to fee, and muft appear
very feldom in, for it is the only one of its
kind that I have heard of. -

Miss ***¥*%_ about nine years old, was
feized with a flight congh, on the 25th of

OFober
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Oober, owing to. rainy weather, and wet
feet. - On the 26th, when I faw her firft, the
{carcely had any heat, thirft, or ficknefs, and
no pain of any kind, except when.he cough-
ed, or wasfretted, which bringing on a quick
infpiration, fhe then felt fome flight pain in
the windpipe, a little below the rima glotzidis.
Her voice was fhrill, like that of a young
cock. She was blooded ; got a gentle vomirt;;
emolient cataplafms to her feet ; and a blifter
to her back. 27th, Symptoms no better.
No difficulty of deglutition, and no rednefs
to be feen in the throat. She never expec-
" torated any thing like pas or phlegm, during
the whole courfe of the difeafe. Steams of
warm water were tried. 28th, Her cough
was inceflant for fome hours, duaring which,
fhe coughed up a piece of a membrane. This
I believed to be a part of what lines the
trachea, as it had a mortified appear-
ance, and was like black fhagg filk. She
dicd foon after this.

Uron opening the body, the difeafe feem-
ed feated, folely, in the head of the trachea,
as its membrane appearcd to me mortified

tWo
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two inches downwards. Below that, the
trachea, and its branches, feemed quite
found. |
IT was very natural for one, who had
never any opportunity of feeing this difeafe
in irs natural fituation, to think, that a mor-
tification had {eized on the coats of the 774-
chea. DBut to one who has been accultomn-
ed to infpect bodies, in this difeafe, it muft
appear probable, that it was only the preter-
natural and morbid membrane become black,
which gave the tracheathe appearance of be-
ing mortified. No wonder thar the coats of
the zracheawere thought to be in a gangre-
nous {tate, when I imagined they had foppu-
rated in the firflt cafe, that I met with, The
coughing up a piece of the membrane, thows
that it was this loofely adhering one, and
none of the natural ones, which are fo firm-
ly artached ; and which, having no flethy
parts below, could not have been fo eafily fe-
paratfd. ‘This, then, appears to differ in no
other point from the others, but only that
here the morbid membrane had dryed

and
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and turned black; whereas, in all the former,
it was moift and white.

TrESE are all the cafes, that T have kept
an account of, or received from others. Tho’
few, they are leading ones, and fufficient to
eftablith many material facts and circumftan-
ces, that have hitherto been ‘unknown, with
regard to this difeafe. We will now draw,
from them, fome conclufions ; which, as we
have proceeded fo cautioufly, will be the
more certain. If we add any reafoning, to
fet thefe conclufions in a clearer light, we fhall
keep as clofe as poflible to fettled experi-
ment ; and fhall give it only as probable con-
je&ure, finding fault with no perfon who may
reafon differently.

CoroLrarY I. It feems eafy, in general,
to diftinguith the Croup from all other
difeafes hitherto defcribed. A peculiar fharp
fhrill .voice, not eafily defcribed ; a remark-
able freedom from all complaints, when in
imminent danger, fo that they will eat a mi-
nute before they expire; a quick laborious
breathing ; a frequent pulfe, fometimes
{trong at firft, but always foft and weak to-

wards
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wards the end; fcarce any diflicalty of de-
glatition, or remarkable inflammation in the
fauces 5 a dull pain, often, and fometimes ‘an
external fwelling in the upper part of the
trachea; fenfes quite diftinct to the Jaft; and
all the fymptoms moft rapid in their progrefs,
characterife fufficiently this difeafe. I have
not mentioned a cough, as that fymprom is
fometimes abfent; and when it attends the
Croup, it is not of the common kind, but more
thorr and ftiffled, and lefs convulfive, with
little or no expectoration.

THE other {ymproms, that often attend
it, fuch as a red f{welled face, - cedematous
feet, drought, urine fometimes with, and, at
other times, without a fediment, reachings,
¢ve. are not fo conftant as the former ; and
therefore, are not fo chara&eriftical.

TrosE not converfant in this difeafe, of-
ten miftake peripneumoniacal complaints,
and fevere colds, forit; and, as they frequent-
ly cure thefe, they are apt to look on it as
not fo dangerous. But we have feen, that
the lungs are totally free from any inflam-
mation, and are not the feat of the difeafe.

IL The
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'Uhe Catarrbus fuffocativus of Etmuller feems,
Jjikewife, to have been a peripneumony. And,
as he defcribes no peculiarity in the voice; as
the fymptoms feem to have been, apparently,
feverer; and as it returned, at ftated and re-
gular periods, we muit confider them as dif-
ferent difeafes, tho’ fimilar in many points,
As thisdifeafe has different vulgar names,
for I am told, that on the weft coaft, they call
it the Chock, or Stuffing, a technical one becomes
abfolutely neceffary. A name is beft given
from the apparent {ymptoms, which are al-
ways confpicuous, while the canfe is general-
ly hidden, and often doubtful. The lead-
ing {ymptoms hcrc, are, the fhrill voice, and
difficult breathing.  Ir, therefore, may pro-
perly be cailed Suffocatio flridula.
| Coror. II. As it appears peculiar to a
certain age, and local, in a great meafure, as
to its fituation, fo it feems to attend certain
feafons of the year. All the preceeding cafes
thowed themfelves during the courfe of the
winter, from the month of O&oler to the
month of March, except one in Augufl,

which was probably owing to the antecedent
{mall-
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fmdll-pox ; for long catarrhs from the fifialf
pox; meafles; or chin-cough, " are ftrong pre-
difponent caufes to this difeafe.  The moift
and cold weather in winter, feems to have
great power in producing this difeafe.

Corot. III. Very different have been the
opinions, with regard to the feat of the Suf-

Socatio firidula.  Some placing it in the glor-

tis and irs mufeles; fome in the coats of the
trachea’; while others have fixt its feat in the
fungs themfelves. None of all thefe opini-
ons appear to be true. 1he glottis is never
found contraed or inflamed; the lungs
are quité found ; and the coats of the trached
feem to fuffer only by fecond hand,

TaE feat of this diltemper appears to be
the cavity of the wind-pipe. The place firft,
and moft particularly, affelted, is the apper
part of the rrachea, about an inch below the
glotris ; for in that part they complain of a
duil pain ; the external fiwelling has been ob-
ferved there; and the morbid membrane we
have found ftretching from that pl-n.ce down-

wards. The back part of the rrachea, where

there are no cartilages, feems, from the in-

fpettion
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fpection of thofe that die of this difeafe, to be
its firft and principal feat, as this morbid
membrane is often found there, when it is in
no other part.

No wonder that the morbid appearances
are chiefly found there ; for, there, are lodg-
ed the greatelt number of glands, defigned
for the fecretion of mucus. This fluid is fe-
parated from glandular bodies, depofited be-
twixt the different membranes, which are per-
forated by an infinite number of almoft im-
perceptible fmall holes, that give a paffage
to the excretory dulls of thefe glands. The
largeft of thefe lye on the outer, and pofte-
rior furface of that membrane, which ferves,
on the back part, to make vp the deficiency
of the cartilages, as they are not compleat
circles.

In fome of the former cafes, the whole
glands, at the root of the tongue, and the
amygdale were turgid, and the parts covered
with mucus. In the mucous glands, in general,
this diftemper ought to be confidered, as ori-
ginally leated ; but, from particular caufes,
more direlted to thofe of the rrackea :

where,
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where, from the nature of the part, it be-
comes vifible in a different fhape.

Coror. IV. Various have been the the-
orctical opinions of people, who never had
the opportunity, or gave tlﬁemﬁ:lves the
¢rouble, to fearch into the real caufe of this
diftemper. Some have attributed it to fpafms
of the maufcles, that contraét the gloszis.
That it was not occafioned by fpafins of the
mufcles, that contra&t the /larynx, might
have appeared from the fymptoms them-
felves. Had this been of the clafs of {paf-
modic nervous difeafes, it would have come
in paroxy{ms, with remiffionand exacerba<
tion; the urine would always have been pale;
convuliions would have come on before death;
and antilpafmodics, inftead of evacuants,
would have been the remedies.

Hap thele mufcles, or any of the coats of
the trachea, been inflamed or mortified, as
others have thought, the pain would have
been greater than it is, before the mortifica-
tion; and the pulfe would have been ﬂmng—

er, than it generally is, as the parts are
membranous.

Ir



(38 ]

Tr, dccording to the opinion of many, the
fungs had been inflamed and fuppurated; the
cnugh wmlld have been more inceffant and
violent ; the pulfe full and foft ; wich a fen-
fation of weight in the breaft, fizy blood,
dry tongue, and delirinm.

BuT all thefe fanciful erroneouns opinions
fall to the ground, when we once infpet the
morbid body. From that true fource of
knowledge, welearn, that the canfe of this
difeafe is a preternatural white, tough, thick
membranous cruft, covering, often for many
inches, the infide of the rrachea. This mem-
brane is of fo tenacious a confiftence, thar it
¢an remain foaking in' warm water, for ma-
ny days, without diffolving. It is not at-
tached to the parts below, but ‘is eafily fe-
parable from them, as there is always mat-
ter behind it. 'When it ends, the trackea is
covered with good pus, or purulent smucus ;
as are, generally, the ramifications of the
bronchie and veficles, which, in fome cafes,
were quite filled with it.  To account how
this matter, as there is no ulceration ; and
how this membrane are formed, we muft
trace things from their fource.

H THE
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Tre blood confifts of three principal parts,
the craflamentum, ferum, and lymph; the laft
of which is a diaphanous liquor, full of ge-
latinous 'and nutritious particles. . . This.
liquor very fimilar to the white of an egg,
is coagulable by heat, alkohol, acids, and by
every method which attra@s or evaporares
the watery particles. This coagulable part,
probably, s the nutritious  pari; of, our
.blﬂﬂd. g
Turs gelatinous Iympl:u abounds more in
young animals, than in thofe come to maty-
rity.  Geoffioy le Cmff! in the Menm. Acad.
des Sciences, for the year 1720, l_:-}f many ex-
périmems-ﬂmws us this fa¢t ; and makes it
appear, that there istwice as much nutritive
jelly in veal, as in beef. The final reafon for
this is felf-evident ; for young creatures, on
account of their growing, require a greater
fupply of nourithment. Children muft, rhcre-
fore, abound more with it than men.

The mucas feparated from glands, in diffe-
rent parts of the body, viz. nofe, fauces, afo-
phagus, ftomach, outs, trachea, and brouchic,
appears to be very analogous to this lymph,

The
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‘The former differs from the latter, only, in
its greater {pifflitude; and this alteration is
brought abour after its fecretion, the more
watery parts being volatilized and diffipated,
while the more heavy and vifcous remain be-
hind. = This mucus is extremely difpofed to
infpiffation, as appears from experiments,
Even the admiflion of cold zir into the 7ra-
¢hea thickens this mucus, often, to fuch a de-
gree, that it ftagnates in the glands, and all
fecretion is enrirely ftopr,

I children, as well as in old people, this
fecretion is plentiful, owing to the great
quantity of it they contain, and to the laxity
of their veflels. This evacuation is particu-
larly increafed during the cold and moift
weather of winter, when the perfpiration is
diminithed, and the glandular fecretions in-

creafed.
Tars evacuation is promoted by all fti-

‘mulants, operating on the ¢zrachea and lungs,
as we obferve from the effe@ts of fnuff, and
the fmoak of tobacco. The maritime air
{upplies a ffimulus, calculated to increafe the
fecretion from the mucus glands of the irachea

and
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and lungs. Along with the moifture, fweeﬁi
ed from the fea by the winds, is carried;
likewife, a great quantity of fea-falt; as every
thing, at fome diftance from the fhore, taftes
faJt. This infpired into the lungs; ftima-
lates the orifices of the tracheal glands; and
increafes the mucous fecretion.  This effect
will happen more particularly in children, as
their nerves are more irritable, than thofe of
people advanced in years. Hence we find,
that, in moilt winter weather, particularly a-
iﬂl]g the fea-thore, children fhould have an
unufual fecretion of mucus, from the glands
of the wmd -pipe. Difeafes, fuch as the fmail-
pn'-;, meaflrss, chin cough, &re. and other na-
tural caufes, have the fame effect mmcreafng
this difcharge. When thefe are combined;
there exifts the greateft predifpofition to this

difcafe. J
WHEN there happens a very great fecres
tion of this coagulable fluid from the glands
of the trachea in chlldren, they are either not
fufficiently attentive, or often too young, te’
fpic it up. The thinner parts are carried off
during expiration, while the remainder is
F thickened’
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thickened and comprefled, by the obftrution,

that the narrownefs of the glorsis maft make

to the exit of the air from a larger canal.

Every circumftance encourages its concre-

tion into 2 folid firm mémbrane, while the

more internal parts of the mucus, continuing

ftill fluid, and the continual fecretion of
more, keep it feparated from the parts be-

low. :

But how happens it that we find pure
matter, which finks in water, behind the
membrane, and in the different ramifications
of the rrachea, when there is no ulceration?
Matter does not feem to be formed, as was
generally thought, by the veflels of the ulcer;
but to exift in the blood, particularly in the
ferous and lymphatic liquors, nearly in the
fame ftate ; and to be, probably, the true nu-
trititious, nay, perhaps, the coagulable part
of our fluids. Dr Pringle, in his ingenious,
ufeful, and accurate experiments, upon fep-
tic and antifeptic fubftances, found, that the
[ferum, when ftaguating, and expofed to heat,
let fall a white {ubftance like pus ; and, from
thence, juftly, concludes, that the pus of ulcers
is formed, inthe fame way, by the evapora-

tion

o
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tion of the more watery particles, and the
{fubfiding and infpiffation of this part. This
fluid fhows a great tendency to become folid,
by reftoring quickly all lofs of fubftance.
THERE cannot b€ a fitter fituation, for
the formation of paus from the mucous fecre-

tion, than the rrachea and lungs.  There the

fame fecretion, evaporation, ftagnation, and
heat e:-;.ifts, as ‘in an ulcer; and, therefore,
the fame confequence fhould, and does, hap-
pen. We often fee real pus fpit up in the
end of a cold. Perhaps this change from
ucis to pus, happens before the menibrane
is formed, as pus thows fuch a tendency to
aflume a folid form, and is defigned by Na-~
ture to repair all deficiencies in the folids.
Tr1s difeafe now appearsof a very fingu~
lar nature, and unlike any other that we
know. Dz Haen has, indeed, lately told us,
that he has fometimes found, in diflettion,
the wifcera covered, externally, with a white
tough cruft. - I with he had given us the
hiftory of fome of thefe patients. He ima-~
eines, that it was formed from the inflam-
matory critlt in the blood ; but, here, there
neveris found any,

-
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I wave lately met with a defeription in

the Philofophical Tranfactions abridged. Vol.
3d, page 68th, of 2 membrane formed in the
infide of the zrachea.” ¢ A boy five years
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“old, died of 2 confumption. A year be-

fore his death, he was troubled with a drjr
cough, which continued ever after, fpitting,
now and then, a little quantity of blood.
Ten or twelve days before he died, his
nurfe took notice of fome thick fkins he
fpit up. His Phyfician, having exami-
ried one of them, found, it had the thape
and confiftence of a vellel, which made
him think it might perhaps be fome vef~
{el of the lungs. The child being dead,
I opened the body. In the left fide of
the lungs, I found a little purulent fanies.
The infide of the trachea was incrultared

¢ with a flimy membrane, which J took off

from the trachea, and the branches in the
iungs, infomuch that that pellicula made
a perfect veflel, from the /arynx to the ve-
ry extremities of the dronchie, from which
it came off very eafily, without breaking ei-
ther che trunk,’nr tne branches. It adhered

# to
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¢¢ tothe inward coat of the zrachea, only by
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¢¢ and veins, were as whole as could be.”

fome finall filaments, which were fo ten-
der, that they broke off eafily ; and made
me think, the production of thar extraor-
dinary veflel was nothing but the mucila-
ginous humour, continually difcharged
by the glands of the zrachea, grown more
clammy by the diftemper, and fo dry that
it could not be {pit our; this incrufting
the infide of the #rachea and bronchie, and
growing thicker, was at laft thaven off' by
the violent fit of coughing the child was
fometimes taken with, and then was re-
newed again by the fucceeding mucus. This

¢ new vellel would not diffolve in hot water.

The veflels of the lungs, that is the zra-

- ¢hea and bronchie, the pulmonary arteries

IT appears, by the diflection, that there

was no impofthume formed in the lnngs; and
that the child died from this preternatural
membrane.  Perhaps, many of the polypus’s,
thrown up from the bronchial veflels of grown
up people, might have the fame origin.

Thelg
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Thefe cafes thow, how apt the mucusis to ac-
quire a {olid form.

 WEg have an account, in the Philofophi-
cal Tranfactions abridged, vol. 2d, of a dif-
eafe in Cornwall, called the marbus [trangula-
zorius, which, from the puftles, percehie, and
putrid difpofition of the fluids, appears more
nearly allied to the malignant {ore throart,
altho’ it fometimes attacked the afpera arre-
ria. A cafe is, there, related, where a hol-
low membranous coat, of the fhape of the
trachea and its branches, was coughed up,
and fuppofed to be the natural membrane of
thefe parts.  Another fimilar to the former
came up afterwards. The patient lived about
a day after this.

Corot. V. There appears, from the pre-
ceeding fadls, two very different fituations of
the Suffocatio ftridula; the former more in-
flammatory, and lefs dangerous; the latter
lefs inflammatory, and highly dangerous.
In the former, the pulfe is generally ftrong ;
the face red; drought great; and they agree
with evacuations: In the latter, the pulfe is
very quick, and foft ; great weaknefs ; tongue

moift ;
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moift; lefs drought; great anxiety ; and
evacuations haften death. The former may
be called the inflammatory ; and the latter,
the purulent ftate. :

THESE are two very different ftages of
the diftemper, and muft be carefully diftin-
suifhed by the prattitioner, that he may
know how to direft his applications; or, at
leaft, how to form a jult proguofis; as he is,
generally, not called ull the patient is in
the latter ftage. If this difeafe comes on
with an old habitual cough, or by flow de-
grees, the inflammatory ftage will fcarcely be
perceivable.

Ir the pulfe is very foft and feeble, efpeci-
ally after being ftrong; or auy purulent mat-
ter comes up with {pitting, vomiting, or
coughing, which happened in fome of the
former cafes, we have a prmf that the pu-
rulent ftate is, already, formed. Experi-
ence has taught me another mark, by which
I can diftinguifh thefe different ftates. I
have obferved, that the urine, which, du-
ring the inflammatory ftate, is thin, had
always, after the puralent ftate came on, 2

light
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iight ouzy purulent fediment, fuch as pcnple'
have from matter collected any where, that
II'IRS.I]D vent outwards.

No wonder, that the matter is {peedily
abforbed, in this fituation, as it is contained
in the bronchie and veficles, and of courfe im-
bibed by the whole internal furface of the
fungs and zrachea 5 a furface infinitely great-
er than any impofthume can have. Hence
the blood wiil be fuddenly filled with it; and
the urine have that white purulent {ediment,
which arifes from abforption of matter.

In the latter ftage, we find the membrane
cﬂmpléat]jr formed. Is it fo in the former?
I fufpe that it has not yet got a En_n con-
fitency ; otherwife evacuations would not
have {o fudden and falutary an effec, as they
produce in this ftage, Perhaps; the turgid and
inflamed glands are but yet expelling the
thick mucus, which is circulating thro’ the
veflels in too great a quantity,and in too in-
ij_:;iﬂ'ated a ftate. This is ﬁmngly confirmed
By the great quantity of mucus, found in
the flomach, and the {welling of the mucous
glands at the root of the tongue, Even AL

Ter
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ter death we perceive fome degree of inflam-
mation in the coats of the rrachea, whicli
pmbah]y has bcen greater at the hfrrmmng,
when the flax of humour commenced, and
the irritation was ﬂrcm ger.

CoroL. VI It feems to be no very die
ficult matter to account, from the caufg
for all the fympt{)ms of this difea f'e. A ftrajc-
ening of the trachea, and dryneﬁ nfl:he pﬂrts,,
will mﬂchamc.ﬂlv alter the voice, and make
it more fhrill ; for we find in all mnd inftra-
ments, the notes are acute in pmpﬁrtmn to
the fmallnefs of the bore: Mr Baﬁ:m fur-
genn told me, that he attended a child in a
difeafe, whlc:h, from the fmllanty of *.rmce,
apuea:cd to him the Cmup The child died:
When opened; a piece of fhell, which the
chﬂd had fucked in with i’ breath, was ly-
ing acmﬁ; the trachea, about an _inch b_r:lr;w
the glottis, and the membrane was infla-
med and dry. Here was an artificial Croup
raifed, from which we may evidently per-
teive, how the voice is altered in the natoral
thifeafe, o

G Wi e
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WueN there appears to be a great quaii-
tity of mucus circulating in the veflels ; when
there is, often, fo much mucus or pus in all the
pipes of the lungs; when there is a préterna—
tural membrane formed in the trackea ; no
wondei that Nature excites a fever, her ge-
neral and conftant refiurce, when fhe is vio-

lently attacked and in danger.
ConNs1DERING the acutene(s of the fever;
confidering the obftruftion in the srachea,
bronchie, and veficles; with what difficulty the
air muft gain admiflion to diftend them; and
what hindrance that" muft give the blood
circulating through the lungs ; a laborious
breathing muft, neceflarily, attend the other

{ymptoms. |

As the blood pafles with fome difficuley
thro’ the lungs, an unufnal weaknefs muft
certainly come on, the face become fwell-
ed, and the extremities appear cedematous.
To account for that total want of pain,
or fo flight 2 one that they don’t attend to
it, unlefs when afked, is a matter of fome
difficulty. That the membrane of the wind-
pipe, in general fo very irritable from every
flight



flight caufe, fhould calmly bear the prefence
of {fuch a quantity of matter, and of fo thick
a membrane, is not the leaft {urprizing cir-
camflance of this uncommon diftemper. T he
mucus being a humour natural to thefe parts;
its flow and gradual colletion and infpiffa-
tion; frelh mucus conftantly feparated, which
hinder the membrane from hurting the ¢ra-
chea, unlefs in motions of the neck; thefe
reafons may account, in part, for the dimi-
nution of thar natural irritability, which re«
fides in thefe places. But the: do not {atisfy
me altogether.  We cannot expet to have
all our doubrts removed.

Coror. VII. This difeafe appears, in ge-
neral, to be a Very dangerous one, and the
more fo, as it is filent in its progrefs, and
gives no vifible alarm, till death is near at
hand. The firft ftage of this diffemper, of-
ten, pafles unoblerved ; and, before we fee
it, is beyond all remedy. As it happens, fre-
quently, to young children, who are unable
to fpeak or defcribe their feelings, we have
double reafon to be afraid.

i
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Ir we be not called till the third or fourth
day; if the breathing appears much affected,

the pulfe quick and weak the face red,
gleat anxiety, and frequcn: tofling, the dan-
gkr is grear and preﬂ' ng. But if we fee the
watient the firft or fecond day of the atrack;
if the by éarhina is not very bad ; the pulfe,
though frequent, ﬁmng, and firm ; and

nore efpecially, if the voice is only altered,
111 its {tronger exertions of crying or cnugh—
ing, but more natural in its common flare,
we may entertain hopes of a recovery. The
firft fign commonly of fafety, is the cough
becomipg {tronger and lefs dry, with that
peculiar found which attends moiftened
lungs ; for this fhows that the membrane is
not formed, or is already diflolved, and that
the inflammarory ftate is abated,

THE cafle feems very defperate, when the
membrane is once formed, and the lungs
filled with matter. In the latter cafe, the
patient is foon fuffocated, as efleGtually, tho’
more flowly, as if he was immerfed over the
acad in it.

I
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It appears, from the precéeding'i:afcs,g
chat the membrane, alone, is fufficient to
kill, as there was but little malter found
in the lungs of fome of then. |

DESPERATE a_s the cafe is, the patient’s
recovery is, perhaps, not altogether impof=
{ible. Nature, bj'.? the means of a critical
cough, may eject the membrane and matter;
though, indeed, the fenfation of thefe parts,
by which it muft effectuate this, feems al-
moft altogether deftroyed. If that happen-
ed, the patient would recover, as tI1e lungs
are quite found.

In one of the former cafes, part of the
membrane was thrown up, but the patient
died. I was told by Mr Gibfon furgeon,
that a patient of his efcaped, after throw-
ing up a great quantity of matter, and
coughing up large pieces of 3 membrane,

TrE following curious cafe was commu-
nicated to me, lately, by Mr Rae furgeon,
ﬁbﬂy betwixt five and fix years of age,
was feized, Auguft 5th, 1764, with a ﬂ_ligl-lt.
cold and hoarfenefs. On the 8th, had a dif-
ficulty of breathing, the fhrill voice, and a

little
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lictle fevers As the boy was in a natural fiveat,
he ordered a mixture with Spf. Minder. gth,
Pulfe qmckﬂ, and no expectoration,  Was
blooded, got an injeion, and had a blifier
applied to histhroat. 11th, This morning
he was told, that, after a fevere fit of cough-
ing, a membrane.ike fubftance, about two
inches long, pretty tough, and refembling a
piece of thin white leather, had been thrown
out. In the evening, fome pus was obfer-
vable in the phlegm expeftorated up, and ea-

fily d:ﬁinglllﬂlable from it. The boy did

not recover his voice for three months.
ARrT, though not in the way of internal

medicine, may attempt effectuating the fame

end.
CororL. VIII. We have had occafion to

fee, in the preceeding cafes, great variety of
different applications, and their good or
bad fuccefs. Let us deduce fome general
rules with regard to practice. In the inflam-
matory ftate, bleeding appezrs to have been
attended with immediate good effeéts, and
to be a powerful remedy in this firvation.
This ought to be done expeditioufly and
plentifully, while the pulfe will allow it. It

-
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is beft to take blood at firlt, with the lai-
get, fo that a fufficient quantity may foon be
drawn off; and, aficrwards, by leeches, appli-
ed to the upper and fore part of the throar,
Their orifices, when kepr mpf:n by the appli-
cation of warm wet-cloths, will allow thé
blood to ouze from them for many hours,

IT feems neceflary to keep the patient’s
belly conftantly loofe, by fuch medicines as
children will take ; for we ought to be ve-
ry attentive not to fet them 2-crying, as that
may fuddenly fuffocate the child.’ “For this
purpofe, Igenerally ufe tablets of magnefia
alba, made palatable with fugar. Some of
the cooling refolvent falts, fuch as the chry-
ftalifed fal polychreft, diffolved in whey, will
be of fervice, provided the patient will peace-
ably take them. |

BristEers, applied round the neck, af-
ter the vellels are well emptied, do great
fervice. They feem to do none, when ap-
plied before this time; nay, if the ftate is
very inflammatory, muft do much haure,
from their violent fiimulus on the veflels.
Emollient fomentations and cataplafms, ap-

plied
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plicd round the neck, are of confiderable
ufe, and keep up a local evacuation.

THESE evacuations operate in feveral dif-
ferent ways, viz. by thinning the denfe mu-
¢us, while yet circulating in the blood ; by
diverting its flux from the parts affected, as
there is a great communication and confent
betwixt the different mucous glands thro’ the
body ; but, particularly, by increafing the
abforbent power of the vellels on cmptyhg
them ; b}r which means the purulent mat-
ter will be fucked in from the lungs. It was
found in the urine of one of the foregoing
convalefcent patients. S

TueE refclvent and genﬂ}r {timulating:
frteams of warm water and vinegar, drawn in
with the breath, feemed always to have an
immediate good effect. Is it from diflolving
the thick mucus, and {o oppoling its concre-
tion? That is probably the czfe, as the pa-
tient always {pits a great deal after it, and
the lungs appear moifter.

- VomiTs are, frequently, given in - this
ftage of the difeale. They are, generally,
thought to be of ufe; but I never faw any
| advantage
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advantagc arlf ing from them. I rather fun
fpect that thﬂy muft be often pr:rnlt:mus, ds
they increafe the fecretion of mucus in the
lungs, without C‘s‘.ptulﬂl‘f it, which is the ve-
ty circumitance that, if poﬂ” ible, we oucht
to guard againft. The evacuation that they
make otherways is but {mall.

GenTLE fudorifics may be Gf fervice, as
they divert the flux from the more internal
parts to the external. Others think that
thefe are of ufe ; ~and preﬁ:nbe the Fin. emet.
in fmall quantlues. I cannot fay that I ever
faw any great advantagc from them.

BUT when the membrane is once form-
ed, or the purulent matter, in great quantity,
tolleed in - the lungs, evdcuations can bé
ﬁp longer of any ufe; they rather hure, as
the pulfe is then weak. Heénce the reafon,
why people differ about the effcdts of evacu-
ations in this difeafe ; fome deeming them
the only certain remedy, while others hold
them to bé deftruétive. Both have built
their opinion on faits and obfervation.. But

as their applications were made in different

ftages of the diftemper, the effets behoved
H to
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Lo be different. . What was the only remedy
111 Ihe inflammatory ﬁatc, muft appear hurt-
:Tul in the purulent. s

" In this ftate of -purulency we plainly fee,
thar nnthmrr can do fervice, but what brings
up the matter from the lungs, and that fpee-
ﬂi[}f t60. And pray whart medicih:s ?:73.1: do
this ? Vomits only evacuate, ilmmecliateiy;
the ftomach; but, by means of the fympa-
thy of LhE nerves, they often bru}g on 2
cuughmg, during their action, They might
be of fervice, if they had thls falutary effect ;
but I never faw them anfwu:r this purpoi'e
thnugh often given with that c‘r;fgn. The
nervcs are, indeed, fo unactive, that we can
tn:ertam no reaIunabIE hnpr:s ﬂam Ihl"‘
quartﬁr. |

SuALL we endeavour to excite a cough,
by the means of efﬂuvia,_. .c.rr {teams infpired
into the lungs? That has been tried, to no
'Pur-pr:iﬁ:' for the membrane which covers the
rrﬂc.“fﬂ and the mucus or matter whlch co-
vers the lungs, render thefe parts :n"’cnfbl&
to any E‘aternal irritation. =

L el To
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To effetuate a folution of the morbid

membrane, after it is once completely formed
and :::n:miblldated feems to me impoffible by
any lIl[El'ﬂ‘al ﬂrexternal med:cmc that l knﬂw.
To tﬂ'ﬁ‘tuam its expulfion appears equallg'
1mp0ﬂ ible, We haye, then no method re-
mzining to fave the patient’s life, but that
of cxrradmn. That caonot be dDFE thro?
the glottis, - Whea  the  cafe is d:fpc,rate,
may we not try br nﬁc!*aramy 2 Ican fee no
ﬁﬁ]gh[}" objection to that operation, . as the
membrane can be fo eafily got at, and is ves
ry loofe. Many a more ha;ardnus opera-
tion is daily performed. I would propofe,
however, that it fhould be firft tried on a
dead fubjed, that we may proceed with all
manser of caution and affiltance. But
i"r:wnethmg ought to be wried in thls dange-
rous fitnation.

We have now brought our Inquiry toa
conclufion. The faéls, we hope, will ap-
fear curious, exact, and fufficiently nume-
rous for our purpole ; the method fuch as
as is ufed in mathematics and natural philo-
fﬂp 1y fm d:fccnennfrlmknﬂwn truchis; and

;he


















