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10 . T'HE

Reverend Dr. J. T.

REVEREND Sig,

Humbly beg leave 20 put wnder
your Protelfion this fmall Treq-
z1fe, which is writ with uo othey

View than to promote the Glory of Gop,
and the Honour of Curis,

The Caufe, which the Author de.
Sends, s the very fame, in which yous
bave always fhewn your Zeal, Al
dunty, Learning and Conrage. If you
&0 rwo different Ways to work in De-
feuce of the Trmh, i [ball be the
Comfort of all difecerning Men, that
Voir both meet in the Center.

7
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To furnifb the Palace of a great
Prince, 1s the Dury of thofe, who are
in a bigh Poft 1n bis Houfbold ; et the
Care of wfertor Servants to keep thefe
rich Goods clean, and mn a regular
Order, 1s very neceffary.

I have heard the Author fay, thar
he 15 bound m Conftience to remove
from, or fweep off other Places of
Scripture  the Cobwebs and Vermin
Commentators have covered them with :
that Zeal is not difcommendable, if 1t
be attended wuh Difcretion; but f
you apprebend amy Danger, I make
bold 2o recommend yom to the Rules
of the Droine HirPoCRATES, Prin-
cipiis Obfta.

Tbere are here, I own, a few

bold Criticifms, but learned Men are
allowed to differ i thesr Opnions

#Pﬂﬂ
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upon Particulars, [o long as they pre-
Jerve the Fundamentals.

I am fure, yowll be pleafed 1o d
the Author Fuflice, that be does, in
no manner, attack the 39 Articles

of the Church, and who can defire

more ?

I fpeak without the leaff Partia-
lity, for we Bookfellers, as good Chri-
flrans, make a folemn }Vow, to keep
the Ballance even amongft Authors,
and to bear both Sides; the o TNER
THE BETTER. We delight jufily in
Contradittions, as the true Teff of

Truth, never allrwing AMeEN o be
faid but in Churches.

Upon that Account, if any Perfon
be willing to anfwer this Differtation,
I fball always be ready, from the
bottom of my Heart, to [ferve bim in

bis



(vi)
bis turn to the wtmoft of my Powei,
[ am with due Refpett,

REVEREND SIR,

Your moft bumble Servant,

BIBLIOPOLA.

THE
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TR T

HONOUR
i - G

VINDICATED, &

CH' AP "]
The Defign, and Method of the
Dg’/&'ﬂm:/é.

HE Subjet of this Differtation is
the ftrange and unaccountable Acci-
dent of ¥ 4 C O B, who, in the

Dark of the Nighe, in a By-place, Deflitute
of Help and Affiftance, was, withour the leaf?t
Provocation, and unexpectedly, fit upon and
wounded by a Perfon unknown, as ’tis related
at large in Gene/. xxxii. according to the coms-
mon Tranflation,

B Ver, 24,
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Ver. 24. And | AcoB was left alone : and
there awreftled a M AN with bim, until the
breaking of the Day. s

25. And when be faw, that be prevailed
not againft him, be touched the Hollow of his
Thigh: and the Hollow of Jaco B's Thigh
awas out of Joint, as be wreftled with bim.

26. And be faid, let me go, for the Day
breaketh : and be faid, I will not let thee go,
except thou blefs me.

27, And be Jaid unto bim, what is thy Name?
and he faid, ] A coB.

28. Aud be faid, thy Name fhall be called no
more | ACOB, but IsR AEL : for as aPrince,
thou baft Power with God, and with Men, and
baft prevailed.

29. And JacoB asked bim, and faid, tell
me, I pray thee, thy Name : and be faid,
Wherefore is it, that thou doft ask after my
Name 2 and be bleffed bim there.

30. And Jaco s called the Name of the
Place Peniel: for I bave feen God Face to
Face, and my Life is preferved.

31. And as be paffed over Peniel, the
gfm rofe upon bim, and be halted wupon bis

bigh.

; 2. Therefore the Children of lrael eat not
of the Sinew which thrank, which s upon the
Hollow of the Thigh, unto this Day: becaufe
be touched the Hollow of J A coB’s Thigh, in
the Sinew that {hrank.

4 That



{ 3.)

That Hiftory, well examined, is certainly
attended with Circumftances uncommon,
and very furprifing, and, on the other Side,
the Opinions of Dsvines are {o odd, and fin-
gular, and fo contradiCtory to one another,
and fometimes to themfelves, that the Diffi-
culties are rather increafed, than removed by
their Commentaries.

I confefs, that it feems, at firft View, to
be a Cafe of very little or no Importance, to
know what fort of Wreftling this was, and
who were the Combatants; but fince Inter-
preters have attempted to build upon that
{andy Foundation certain Notions, which are
very dithonourable to the Nature of an In-
finite Being, I think ’ts the Duty of every
one, who has any Love or Refpect for his
MAKER, tooppofe fuch a fcandalous Prac-
tice, to the utmoft of his Capacity.

I hope then that no body can find it amifs,
if I venture to give an Explanation of fuch
an extraordinary Adventure, more eafy, and
rational, and better grounded than any that
has yet been offered.

The Method I follow is this.

1. To fet down, in their full Strength, the
{everal Interpretations that I have heard of,
and to fhew their Nullity,

2. I deliver my Conjetures, and the Rea-
fons they are grounded upon.

3. And, laftly, I'll anfwer all the Objec-
tions that can be made againft me.

-4 T I
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I have, in this Undertaking, nothing in
View but the Difcovery of TRrRu T H, and
the HonouRr of Gop; upon that Ac-
count, I defire full Liberty of Speech, a Calm,
Impartial, and Fudicious Reader, and No
Favour.

o - g A S|

That Jacow's Wreflling was nesther
a DrREAM, #or @ NV 1510 N, nor the
Fiz of the Incusus,

HE firft Conjeture is, that the whole
Bufinefs was nothing elfe but a natu-
ral Dream, in which JAcoB thmktng him-
felf affaulted did ftand upon his Defence,
and, with great Pains and Labour, did obrain
an entire Victory, according to hlS Fancy and
Illlaglnation
It is certain, that when we are afleep, fe-
veral different Objects do, many times, pre-
fent themfelves to our Confideration fo regu-
larly combined, that they have an Air of
Truth and Reality; they are commonly but
a Rehearfal of the Tranfactions or Thoughts
of the former Day: fo that there’s no Ab-
furdity to fay, that Jacos having, when
he was awake, made ferious RefleCtions upon

his
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his melancholy Circumftances, and the immi-
nent Danger he was in from his Enemy, and
his Incapacity of defending himfelf againft
his Brother, and his four hundred Men :
Thefe Confiderations, I fay, being very heavy
upon his Heart, might give occafion to the
Dream.

2. Others are of Opinion, that the Wreft-
ling was indeed a Dream, but a miraculus
one, of the fame Nature as the Vifion of
Bethel, where JacoB is reported to have
feen a Ladder, and the Angels of Gop af
cending and  defeending on it though, in
reality, thefe fpiritual Beings have need in
their Journeys neither of Ladder, nor Wings.
In fhort, they fay that God Almighty being
gracioufly pleafed to encourage the Pa r g 1o
ARrRcu in his Adverfity, and to give him
palpable Affurances of his Protection, did,
by a divine Impreffion upon the Crresrum,
caufe in him fupernaturally the very fame
Senfation, as if he had been actually in a real
Engagement.

3. Some pretend that Jacos might, in
hisfleep, be troubled with a Fit of the I -
CUBUS, a nervous Diftemper known by the
Name of N1 HT-M AR E: And as thofe
who have that Indifpofition are affliGed, for
a ume, with a great Oppreffion, and an ex-
traordinary Difficulty of Breathing, do ge-
nerally believe themfelves to be attacked by
a monftrous and frightful Adverfary, and to
R be
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be {eized by the Throat, and even {queezed
to Death; fo poffibly J AcoB thought a
firong and lufty Giant had taken hold of
him, and was attempting to give him the
Cornisu Hucg, which obliged the
PaTriarcH, in his Imagination, to {trug-
gle and to make all his Efforts for difingaging
his Body from his chimerical Adverfary. This
is fo natural and fo common, that I make
no doubt but many of my Readers have ex-
perienced upon themfelves the Weight of
that troublefome Bed-Companion.

Now thefe three Interpretations being con-
fidered, I declare I would not fpeak one fin-
gle World againft them, could they be recon-
ciled with all the Circumftances of the Hif-
tory. Some People, I own, may, upon thofe
Occafions, be frighted, and even to Death ;
but who has ever heard, that any Perfons
were hurt in their Limbs, BARELY by their
Dreams? Whereas ] A coB was aCtually fo
much bruifed in his Thigh, that he could
not walk ftraight, and without limping :
And be balted upon bis Thigh.

Mr. Fobn Calvin, who was an acute Lo-
gician, feems to have been fenfible of that
Difficulty, and to have made his Endeavours
to folve it: Although- this was a Vifion by
Night, fays he, yet the Lord was willing that
Mark fhould remain upon bim for ever, tofhew
therchy that it is not a Dream infignificant.
This teaches us, that if we are vickarious of

qur
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our Temptations, we muft expest to receive
Jome Damage ; for if we remained whole and
entire, and were neither wounded 7or bruifed,
nor difabled s the Fight, our Fleth would
grow proud, noft remembring that we have
overcome by the kelp of Gop. But, with
fubmiffion to the Judgment of that great
Man, the Queftion is not, what is the End
and Defign of Providence in bringing Trou-
ble and AfHiction upon us; but whether it
appears by Scripture, that any Dream or
Vifion has ever been attended with any Bruife
or outward Wound, which, I think, the
Author fhould have proved by fome In-
ftances, without fpending himfelf into an
unintelligible Declamation. Reafon, adds
Mr. CALVIN, fends to make J Acos know
that G oo bas taught him by a Vifion in
the Night. In anfwer to this I fay, on the
contrary, REAsoN tends to prove, that
fince JacoB was wounded and difabled,
this Wreftling was neither a Dream nor a
Vifion, but a true and real Engagement,

CHAP.
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CHAP IL
That Jacoss Wreflling 1s not A-

legorical.,

HIS particular Point of Hiftory has

not efcaped the Care of the ALL E-
cor1sTs, a fort of Philofophers, who
have the Skill and Privilege of drawing
QuopLIBET EX QUOLIBET.

They pretend, that by #re¢ftling is to be
underftood Myflically the fervent Prayer of
the PATrR1ARCH, who by the force of
Faith, and by repeated Supplications and Im-
portunities, was ftriving to befiege Gop
ALMIGHTY, to fake hold of him, as the
Church does of her Spoufe, Cant. iii. 4. and
to wring the Blefling out of his Hand : I wil/
not let thee go, except thou blefs me.

During that fpiritual Confli&®, Jacos
was left alone; and why ? No doubt ¥, fay
they, that he might more freely, and vehe-
mently pour out bis Soul unto Gon. So the
Church gets ber into the Clefts of the Rocks,
Cant. ii. 14. - Isaac mto the Fields, D a-
N IEL 70 the River-fide, CHRIST into the
Mount, PETER up to the Top of the Houfe,

* Clavis to the Bible, or a new Comment upon the Pen-
¢ateuch, &y john Trapp.

that
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that they might folace themfelves with Gop
in_fecret. |

At laff J A coB betng modeftly Impudenc
and Invincible, does prevail over Gop in bis
Demands ; .and he faid, thy Name fhall be
called no more JacoB, but ISRAEL ; as
¢f Goo fhould fay, thou art fuch a Fellow,
that I bave never met witbal ; Titles of Ho-
nour are 7of aworthy of thee ; Kneel down,
Jacos, Rife up IsraeL: Thou art a Con-
queror, #f ever there were any.

If you afk thefe new GNoOsSTICKS,
what is the meaning of Jacos’s Thigh
being wounded? ‘They an{wer, in good ear-
neft, and without fmiling, that, according
to Philo eps afrwn, it fignifies cugorny cifocas,
that is, the Dejection of the Soul, and the
Trouble of Mind JAacoB was in, by the
violent Efforts he made in his Addrefles to-
wards Gobp. Thus our Saviour prayed him-
felf into an Agony, fays Mr. Trapp, NE u E-
MIAH prayed bimfelf pale, and into a fad
Countenance, Chap.ii. 6. D ANIEL prayed
bimfelf fick, Chap. viil. 27. HANNAH
prayed, firiving with fuch an unufual Motion
of ber Lips, that old E L1 looking upon ber,
thought ber drunk, 1 Sam.i. Er1jam
puts bis Head between bis Legs, as {traning
every ST R ING of bis Heart in Prayer.

As for J acoB, add fome others, “ No
¢« doubt fear came upon him in that aw-
“ ful Approach to the fupreme Being ; his

? C “Heary
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«“ Heart was contrite and bleeding to the
“ Lord, the Hair of his Fleth ftood up,
“ the fudden Reflux of the animal Spirits
“ towards their original Spring, wherein
¢« they confined themfelves to take care of
« the main Chance, caufed all his S/zews
““ to fbrink : In fhort, his frembling probably
« was fuch, that it fbok, as it were, che
“ very Bones out of their Joints. Sogrear is
“ the Energy of Prayer.” Oh, the great
Depth of MysticaL Learning !

After all, ’tis eafy to fee, that thefe nice
and witty Thoughts are nothing elfe but the
fruitful Wantonnefs of the Fancy, and that
they have no folid Foundation; for if, ac-
cording to the ALLEGORISTS, by Wrefl-
ling we muift underftand PrAavEer, it
fhall follow, that Gop himfelf prayed alfo
unto JAacos, and even was the £ who
began to pray; for it is not faid, that Jacos
wrefiled with a Man, but there wreflled a
Man with JAcos, until the breaking of
the Day.

2. The PaTrR1aRrCH, fay they, did
pray with great Vebemence and for a whole
INight : "tis more than can be proved by
the Letter of the Scripture : But let it be fo,
and what then? Had Jacor immediately
after this long and painful Exercife, been af-
fli¢ted with a fwelled Tongue, a dry Throat,
a Hoarfenefs, a Difficulty of Breathing, a
Palpitacion of the Heart, an Inflammation

3 of
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of the Larynx, or of the Lungs, or wich
any fuch Diftempers? Then, in that Cafe,
- one might believe thefe bad Symptoms pro-
ceeded from elevating his Voice beyond his
natural Strength, and ftraining all the Or-
gans of Speech beyond the Tonus of the
Parts. Bur what Affinity there can be be-
tween 2 wounded Thigh and the Agitation
of the Mind, is, I muft confefs, beyond my
Apprehenfion,

3+ But nothing fhews the Vanity of thofe
allegorical Interpretations fo well, as the
Comment which is made upon Ver. 26. And
be faid, let me go, for the Day breaketh :
And be faid, T will not Jet thee 89, except thoy
blefs me. Which is pretended to be as
much as this: Give over, JAacoB, to make
any more Demands ; I am not willing o bearken
unto thy Supplications; they fhall not be grant-
ed. To which the PATRIARCH i fup-
poled to anfwer, Gwd Lorp, Hear 7y
Prayer; fuffer me, not #o give over, till thou
be o gracious, as to beffow a Bleffing upon thy
bumble Servant. So far as this, there’s no
Abfurdity. But what is the meaning of the
Caufe afligned againft granting the Petition,
for the Day breaketh 2 Ts it not our Duty to
pray at all tmes, both by Day and by
Night 2 The meaning is, fays Mr. Pool, T
am not willing there [hould be any Witneffes
10 thefe Tranfactions. Really, I beg the
- Author Pardon, if I don’t underftand him;
C2 I don’t
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I don’t know what Witnefles had to do in
this Affair: Jacos was alone and retired
to a folitary Place, where, notwithftanding
the rifing of the Sun, he might pray out-
wardly or inwardly in his Heart, with or
without uttering any word, both ways being
acceptable to Gop. Mr. Peol might as
well, I mean to as little purpofe, have ven-
tured upon this Interpretation: “ Let me gos
« Doft thou think, I have no other Bu-
« finefs than to hear thee? I muft remove
« farther into the Country, according to
« the Courfe of the Sun, there I am ex-
« pefed to give Audience to a Mulccude
¢« of Petitioners, my time is fhort, I can’c
« ftay any longer; farewell.”

Ah! what Abyfs of Abfurdities are not
Men in Danger of plunging themfelves into,
when inftead of being fatisfied with the Myf-
terics, which Gop has plainly revealed in
the facred Writings, they coin fome of their
own, by the Strength of their Imagination,
and fo counterfeit the divine Stamp ?

CHAP,
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C H A P.«IV.

That the Wrefller was neither an
Angel of Gop, nor the DEvIL,

LL that I have faid tll now, tends to
prove, that J Aco B'swreftling, and the
Confequences thereof, can never be ex-
plained, but upon the fuppofition of a cor-
poreal Fighe, in which the PATRIARCH
was wounded, notwithftanding thathe got the
Victory. . Now the next Queftion is, to find
out that quarrelfome Adverfary, who came
to challenge him in his Retirement.

Josepmus, who lived about eighteen
hundred Years after the Fa&, and who con-
fequently knew very little of the Matter, is
of Opinion, that the Wrefller was es@y
ayyer@y, but whether he means one of
thofe fpiritual Beings, which we call Angels,
or, in general, a Meffenger fent by Gop
upon that Expedition, I leave it to the Rea-
der to judge.

Let it be how it will, his Words are
thefe; JAcosB, fays he, being left alme was
affaulted by a Phantafm, which be fought and
overcame. 'Then the Spetrum faid fo the
ParriarcH, Reoyce, Jacos, at your
Viétory: you have not bad to do with a mean
Perfons I am no lefs than a divine An%l :

dpis
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This Succefs is a Prefage of much greater Ad-
vantages, and of the Perpetuity of your Race,
and that no Man fhall ever be {uperiour 7o
you in Strength ; upon that account affume
the Name of 1 s R A E L, which, fays JosEPH,
does fignify ome, who has refiffed a divine
Angel, This was [poken, adds the Hiftorian,
at the Requeft of J acoB, who defired to know
what bis Fate fhould be.

This is a mere Romance of JosEPH us’s
own making, if we think fit to take the Scrip-
ture for a Judge.

1. In MosEs’s account, there’s not one
Word of the Wreftler being a divine Angel,
or of any thing tending to it; he is called
barely by the Name of M AN, There wreft-
led @ Man with him. If he was an Angel,
how comes the holy Writer to conceal it?

2. Where does it appear, that JAcoB
took his Adverfary for a CoNJURER, and
defired him to ca/? his Nativity ? |

3. 'Tis falfe, that IsraEL does ftrictly
fignifv, One, who bas refifted a divine Angel.
This is an unpardonable Fault in a few,
who was well acquainted with the Ori-
ginal.

4. How comes JosEPrHUSs to be better
acquainted with the Wrefiler, than Jacos
himfelf, who, notwithftanding his great Fa-
mibarity with Angels, took this one for a
Scranger, and afked for his Name, Tel/ me,
I pray thee, thy Name.

5. In
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§- Infhort, JosePHUSs feems to have
nothing elfe in View, but to accommodate
his Hiftory, to the Humour and Cuftoms
of the Heathens, who, - in their Accounts,
always introduced upon the Stage, a Gentus,
to tell the HEro of the Pirece, the fu-

ture Events, both of his Reign, and of his
Succeflors,

R S EESIEES

A Friend of mine, who is a great admirer
of the Works of Dr, More, Glanvill, Bax-
ter, and fuch other Books of Witcheraft and
Apparitions has a very fingular Opinion,

The Gentleman believes, that the Wreftler
was an 1l Spirit, and one of thofe who are
confined to the lower Region of the Air,
and that he had, upon this occafion, put on
a particular VEni1crL g adapted to his dia-
bolical Defign, wiz, of doing the PATRIARCH
all the Injuries in the World, only out of
pure Malice, and becaufe Jesus Crrist was
to proceed from his Family,

What feems to confirm’ his Sentiment, is,
that Spirits very feldom or never venture abroad
in the Day-time, and that, in all probability,
our Wrefller was mightily afraid of the
Light; or, it may be, had a Furlugh for no
longer time than a fingle Night, Let me g0
Jor the Day is 4 coming.

Sic
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Sic Jur1TER Plautinus, ¥

# Cur me tenes?

« Tempu'fp : Exire ex urbe, priufquam lu-
< cefcat volb.

« Ancuises Virgilianus Aneid. 5.

« Yamque vale: torquet medios nox bumida
“ curfus, ; :

« Ef me Jevus equis oriens affiavit anbels.

«GSic AcuiLLEs ad galli cantum abit
« apud Philoftratum vita Apollonii :  quod
« & Eufehio notatum contra Hieroclem :
« CurysIsapud Lucranum. Ecge-
« nerale hoc in no&urnis vifis obfervat Zneas
“ Gazeus THEOPHRASTO.

As this Hypothefis is not like to make
many Profelytes, I'll make no farther Reflec-
tions, but leave it to the Judgment of the

Reader.

® Vid. Grot. in Genefin.

CHAP.
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oM oA PV
7hat the Wrefler was not JEsus
CHRIST.

HE Contrariety of thefe feveral Sen-

timents upon one and the fame Sub-
Ject, does plainly demonitrate the Weaknefs of
human Reafon, when it recedes from the true
and literal meaning of Scripture.

But the moft hocking Interpretation is
that of a great many Divines both amongft
the ProTesTanTs, and the RomANIsTS,
who flying to another Extreme, do boldly, and
without the leaft hefitation, affirm, thac
the Wreftler was no lefs than Jesus CurisT
himfelf, the eternal Son of Gop, and the
fecond Perfon of the Blefled TrRiNIT v,

There’s no doubt, bur, under the old Dif.
penfation, the Locos has very often, and
in divers ways, manifefted his Power and his
Glory by feveral Operations; but to fay, that
in order to converfe with Men, he was ever
made F1r 5, or did affame any Aereal Ve-
hicle; or, laftly, that he has occafionally been
Fresnu before he was made Fr. ks 1 at the
time of his Conception by the Holy Ghoft
that Affertion feems to be groundief, rath,
and inconfiftent with Scripture and found

Reafon.
D This
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This unaccountable Theology, which
makes a DrRUDGE of the LoGgos, has
been originally broached in the fecond Cen-
tury by Fuftin Martyr, the very firft Author,
who ever faid that the Wrefller was JEsus
CurisT; 'tis in his Dialogue with Trypho
the Few.

But the Authority of this Philofopher,
who, notwithftanding his Converfion, enter-
tained ftill a great many heathenifh Notions,
does not feem to be of fo great a Weight, as
to render this ftrange Hypothefis the more
creditable.

I don’t take .notice, that Fuflin makes
openly, and by Arguments not much to be
admired, all his Endeavours to metamorphofe
PLoaToNIsM into CHRISTIANITY,
for that was a prous Fraud much in ufe in
thofe Days.

But I cannot forbear obferving, that he
places the LoGos at fuch a vaft Diftance
from Go p the Father, that he appears plain~
ly either to have forgotten, or rather never
to have known thoroughly his Catechifm
upon the moft fundamental Article of Reli-
gion, the CONSUBSTANTIALITY of
the Perfons of the bleffled TrRINITY.

What this Writer affirms of the Tmmenfity
or Ubiguity of the FATHER Is very found
and orthodox ; but he has a very mean Opi-
nion of the Son, whom he reprefents in a
titeral Senfe, as a circumfcribed Deity, which

is
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s confined in a narrow Place, eicher lurking
in the Corner of a Garden, or concealed bew
hind a Bufh, or familiarly Jitting at Table
with ABRAHAM; in fhort, as a finite Be-
ing, which is neceflitated to walk and move
from Place to Place, like us poor Mortals
when we go about our Affairs,

I know fome charitable People have been

fogood, as tofpeak in Vindication of that holy
Father.
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«“ Juftin, fays Monfieur Dupin, aflerts, that
the Father is invifible, that the Majefty of
the Father is greater than the Majefty of
the Soz; but, if the Cafe be well examin’d,
St. Juftin does not pretend, that the Father
is of another Nature or Subflance than the
Son, but only, that ’tis the Soz who has
made himfelf known to Men, or rather,
that the Father has never made himfelf
known but by his Soz.
¢« His Pringiple is, that the Father works
nothing outwardly but by the WoRr p his
SonN, who has created the World, who
has appeared under divers Shapes to the
Patriarchs and Prophets, and who at laft
was made MAN..
“ Upon that Foundation Fuflin afferts,
that the Soz 1s vifible and the Fatber invi-
fible, becaufe the Father is not vifible but
by the Soz; but this does not hinder them
to be of the fame Nature. We find like
Expreffions in St. Athanafius, who can
P2 “ never
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« pever be fufpefted to have had erroneous
<« Sentiments upon the Divinity of JEsvus
« Carist.” [Ergo, Our Martyr muft have
been exally of the fame Opinion as good
Athanafius, and other Pofi-nicean Fatbers,
who lived fome hundred Years after him.]

This Plea is very ingenioufly contrived ;
but yet’ds begging the Queftion, a mere
Evafion, and cannot at all juftify the harfh
Expreflions of Fuflin, who bluntly does op-
pofe the rnfinite Graaf?z[iﬁ of one Being to the
Diminutenefs of the other, as appears by the
abovefaid Dialogue with T7ypho.

Fuftin being challenged by the Few to
prove, that the Holy Scripture does acknow-
ledge ANoTHER Gop befides the Maker
of all Things; Fuftin, 1 fay, makes this
Anfwer, which he repeats over and over a-
cain, fo much pleafed he was with his Con-
GEit,

Moses the bappy and faithful Servant of
Gobp intimates, that @ Gop appeared to
Abraham af the Oak of Mamre, fogether with
two Angels, being fent to the fudgment of
Sodom by ANOT HER, who perpetually abi-
deth in the beavenly Places, and never appeared,
nor difcourfed with any one, and whom we con-
ceive to be the Maker and Father of -all
Things.

I fhall endeavour to perfiade you, that the
G op, who is faid, and recorded to have ap-
peared unto Abraham, Jacob and Mofes, is

2 Another
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Another 7 Number, than the G oo who made
all Things; ——beis alfo named a Meflenger and
a Lord, that you may from thence know, that
be was Servant to the Father of all Things.

It is not Gop the Maker of all Things,
that faid to Mofes, that he was the Gop of
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, but be, whom we
demonfirated to bave appeared unto Abraham,
and to | A c 0B, waiting upon the Pleafure of
the Maker of all Things, and who, at the fudg-
ment of Sodom, did in like manner attend up-
on bis Will; [o that though it were, as you
Jfay, that they were two, even an Angel, and
G op, yet none whofoever, #ho’ of mean Un-
derflanding will dare [ay, that the Maker and
Father of the Univerfe baving left all Things,
that are above the Heaven, did appear in a
{mall Parcel of the Earth.

When my Go b fays, Gop went up from
Abraham, or the Lo R » Jpoke unto Mofes, or
the Lo R D came down to fee the Tower which
the Sons of Men builded, or Gop fhut up the
Ark of Noah from awithout, do not imagine,
that the wery unbegotten G oo himfelf did de-
feend from or afcend to anyPlace ; for the un{peak-
able Father, and Lord of all Things, does nez-
ther come into any Place, nor walk, nor fleep, nor
rife up, but abides in bis Place, wherefoever if
75, tharply feeing, and {harply bearing, not with
FEyes, or Ears, but with an unipeakable Fa-
culty, be does both look over, and know all
Things; and none of uslies bid from bim, neither

s
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25 he moved, who cannot be contained 7z a Place,
1o not in the whole World ; who was before the
World bad a being: how then fhould be either
Jpeak or appear to any one, or prefent bimfelf in
a little Parcel of the Earth ?

Therefore neither Abraham, nor Ifaac, nor
any other Men faw the -Father, and inexpref-
fible Lord of all Things entirely, and of
CHRIsT bimfelf; but only him, who is by
his Will a G o b, being his Son and a Mef-
fenger, in that ke waits upon bis Pleafure ;
whom be would bave to be born a Man by the
Virgin, aho was alfo fometimes made F 1R E
in bis Conference with Mofes out of the Buth:
otherwife, if we do not thus underfland the
Scriptures, it will bappen that the Father, and
Losd of the Univerfe qwas nof then in Heaven,
when it was faid by Mosks, the Lorp
rained upon Sopom Fire and Brimftone
from the L o r b out of Heaven.

When ’tis faid, the Lord rained down Fire
from the Lord out of Heaven, the prophetick
Word intimates two in Number, the One be-
ing on the Earth, whom be affirms to have de-
fcended 70 fee the Cry of Sodom, the OTHER
aviding in Heaven, who is LoR » even of the
LoR » upon the Earth, as being the Father,
and God and Author to him both of bis Ex-
flence, and of bis being powerful, and Lord,
and God. So far St. Fuftin.

This is fufficient to make the Readers
fenfible what Opinion our Martyr had of

JEsus
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Jesus CurisT, whom he makes no
fcruple OrRE RoTUuNDO, to call ANo-
TueER Go p, than the Maker of all
Things. A very proper Man indeed to con-
vert a few to the Chriftian Religion, or to
defend the Unity of G o p againft thofe who
were for Polytheifm ! Oh, ftrange! that this
Father thould fpeak fo negligently of the
fecond Perfon of the Huly Trinity, without
any Guard, Salvo, or Modification, even when
he was furrounded by a vaft Number of
Idolaters. Our prefent Divines do certainly
take a better Method, for though they can
never, in the leaft, be fufpected to admit
more than One God, yet to prevent the
Cavil of Hereticks and Unbelievers, they
never {peak of the facred Perfons of the
Trinity, but immediately they proclaim ’em
as loud as they can to be but One God ;
TrinIiTY in UniTy, Unity in TRINITY.

I beg pardon for this long Digreflion, but
it was, in a manner, neceflary to thew, up-
on what fort of a Syltem, the Opinion of
our Divines relating to J A cop’s Hiftory is
engrafted.

The whole comes to this; JUsTIN is
in the wrong to affert the LoGgos to be an
inferiour God, or Anotber God, than the Ma-
ker of all Things ; bur, upon that falfe Sup-
pofition, he argues confequently, in putting
him only upon fuch Expeditions, that are
anfwerable to his pretended Quality ; but

when
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when OR THODOXESs, who have the Hap-
pinefs to acknowledge the ConsuBsT A N-
T1ALITY of the three Perfons, do make a
Wreftler of the Locos, I cannot forbear
thinking that they don’t argue Logically, and
that they draw falfe, abfurd and incongruous
Conclufions from their Premifes.

Now I return to my Subject. I fhould be
glad to have a clear, pofitive, full and cate-
gorical Anfwer to thefe following Quef-
tions.

1. Was the #reflling in queftion a true
and real Engagement, in which the two
Combatants were in earneft on both Sides,
and exerted their Strength to the utmoft ?
Was the /#7reftler, who is pretended to have
been Jesus CuRr1sT, overcome or not?

If it be anfwered in the Affirmative, how
can it be fuppofed that J A cos fhould ever
prove ftronger than an ANGEL, or JEsus
CHRIST?

‘The general Opinion 1s, that the #refiler
was not overcome through Impotency, but
that he defignedly fuffered himfelf to be
conquered : For inftance, Is not a good-hu-
moured Man willing to play with a Child of
two or three Years old, and to permit the
weak Infant to fnatch feemingly by force an
Apple out of his Hand, which he does thut
but faindy? Gop, fays Mr. Fobn Calvin,
- fvﬂfzm&s us with bis LEFT-!EJ::E?M’ and does protect
zas with bis Ricur. This is the Cafe of the

Wreftler. s UL
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But is not this altogether overthrowing the
literal Account, the Scripture gives us of
that Hiftory ? What Judgment muft we make
of all the fine Compliments paid to Jacos
upon this Occafion; for asz Prince baft
thou Power with ELo w1 M, and with Men,
and haft prevailed?

2. The fecond Queftion is Cur BoNo?
for what end fhould the Son of God have
been concern’d in this Expedition? for Go p
in all his Operations has nothing in view, but
what is worthy of his Divine Majefty ; for
inftance, the wonderful Myftery of the I n-
CARNATION is of fuch a high Nature,
that the very AN GELs defire o ook into it
Thereby is demonftrated” the tranfeendent
Goodnefs of the fupreme Being, in giving his
only Son to make Atonement for our Sins,
and to deliver us from eternal Punithment
Such a Condefcention is the Surprize of Hea-
ven and Earth, and a continual Inducement
to Charity, to Humility, to Gratitude, and
to the praifing and glorifying the holy Name
of Gonp.

But what was this #reflling good for, but
only to have an Opportunity to Nick-name
Jacos, to put a Feather in his Cap, and
make him appear great and viGorious ?

This Queftion gives a great deal of Trou-
ble to the Diwvines, who can’t agree in their
Anfwers. Dr. LicuTrooT’s Thought
upon this Subjec is certainly an Original; f;c:r

L €



(26 )

he makes of JEsus CurisT a fort of a
Ba1virr, who comes to take the Body of
JacoB in Execution, for neglecting to pay
the Tithes to his Father. I'm afraid the
Gentleman had not Juftice done him by his
Congregation, Hinc Lacrymzm. The
Angel of the Covenant, fays he, CHRIST
meets J AcoB by the way, wreftles with him,
and feeks to kill him: And why pray ? Becaufe,
adds Dr. LicuTFrooT, be fendeth bis Bro-
ther Esavu above a thoufand Cattle of all
Sorts, of which be had vowed the Tithes to the
L or D, and before be paid them.

When the Author’s Hand was in, I won-
der he did not pretend that Ja cos had fair
Warning, and had been fufficiently punn’d
by whole Armies of ANcELs, which he
met at MAanaNarMm: This had been as
true as the other; for upon what Authority
is J A coB accufed not to have perform’d his
Vow? ’'Tis not, I own, recorded in Scrip-
ture, but he may have done it, from Timeto
Time, in offering Sacrifices to the Lor p, or
in beftowing the Cattle, or the Value of them
upon the Poor and Indigents.

Others have a very different Opinion ; they
pretend that CH R 18 T permitted himfelf to
be MASTERED, to encourage J A COB’s
Faith and Hope, againft the approaching Dan-

er from his Enemies : But on the contrary,
I afk, fhould not rather this 7z&ory have cre-

ated in the PATRIARCH, Pride, Sawci-

nefs,



C27)

nefs, and Impudence, made him believe he was
no Man, that the EMPrir E of the whole
Univerfe was devolved to his Perfon by Cor-
ﬁug/?, and that the ANGELs waited upon

im as his Leve, and Couche, out of Duty, as
being their SovEREIGN?

I wonder People be not afhamed to bring
down the Son of Gob from the Bofom of
his Father, from his celeftial Court of A n-
GELSs and ARcHANGELS, who are con-
tinually finging his Praifes; and what for ?
for nothing elfe but to put on a Mafjuerade
Habit, and to play, AL FrEesco, the con-
temptible part of a Prize Fighter, and even
to come oft the Stage with Difgrace.

The HoNouR of the Day is all referved
for Jacos; ’tis true, that he was wounded,
but (fays LicutrooT, in Contradiction
to his own Hypothefis) “the LAMENESS
“ of JAcos was not reputed to him for a
“« Maim, but like the HoNOURABLE
¢ Scars of a VAL1ANT Caprain, for a fpe-
“ cial Dignity; for at BETHEL he exer-
“ cifeth the Part and Office of a Pr1EsT,
which if his Halting had been reputed
“ fora M A 1M, he had been difabled to do’;
“ and his Pofterity in all fucceeding Ages,
“ referve the HoNou RABLE Memory of
“ this LAMENESsS,

s
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o it il
Tending to prove, that the Wrefltler

was Efau’s EMIssary,

Am now come to the laft Opinion, which

I defend, wiz. thatour #reftler was a true
Man, not different from others, but only in
accidental Circumftances, as the Lok, the
Shape, the Bignefs, and Strength of the
Body.
That he was barely a buman Perfon, ap-
pears by the following Reafons.

1. He 15 pofitively called a M an by the
facred Writer; dnd there wreftled a Ma N
with bim untill the breaking of the Day, Gen.
XXXil. 24. _

The Hebrew Word ¢*N is commonly ta-
ken fora M a .

She [ball be called Woman, becaufe fhe was
taken out of M AN, Gen. ii. 23.

. A have flain a M AN to my wounding, Gen,
1v. 23.

I an two Daughters, which bave not known
Man, Gen.xix. 8.

They preffed fore upon the Ma N, even Lo
Gen. xix. g.

And the Damfel was wery fair to look upon,
a Vitgin, neither bad any M AN known ber,
Gen, xxiv. 16. ? If
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If any Ox gorea M AN, or a Woman, thas
they die, Exod. xxi. 28.
 This Mofes the M an, that brought us up
out of the Land of Egypt, Exod. xxxii. 1.

By the MAN whofe thefe are, I am with
Child, Gen. xxxviii, 2.

Now I leave it to any impartial Reader to
Judge, if it be not very rath and prefumptu.
ous, when the facred Writings do fay a
M AN, that Commentators thould take the
Licence to give the L1k to the Scripture,
and to “pronounce Boldly No Man, buc
Gop ALMiGHTY, a5 if they knew the
Particulars of that Hiftory better, than the
holy Spirit. I think, ’tis our Duty to adhere,
with a profound Submiffion, to the Letter of
the Words, when there’s no Abfurdity in the
Senfe, which is commonly affixed to them,

2. The Wreftler, after the manner of M 4 N,
was overcome in a Regular Fight, which is

very carefully placed to the Honour and Glo.
ry of thePATRIAR CH.

3. He was even made a Prifoner by Jacos,
who feized him, and would not let him go,

but upon certain Conditions, which he con.
ceived to beequivalent toa fort of a R anson.

L will not let thee go, till thou blefs me, Gen,
xxxil. 20,

4. The
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" 4. The Wrefller wept, and made Suppli-
cation unto JAcoB, as a Man in Mifery
and Aflli¢ion. But this fhall be examined
again hereafter, when I come to the Prophet
HosEk a.

&. Some Interpreters have conjeGtur’d, that
the Wreftler was Esav’s Guardian Angel,
This Opinion, with a fmall Amendment, or
Explanation may pafs; for ’tis very likely,
the Fellow was one of his Attendants, advan-
ced Guard, and Forlorn Hope, who thinking
to pleafe his Mafter, came officioufly, and
out of Spite and Malice to furprife JAcos,
andto H u MBL E him ; or rather this CuAM-
pIoN was fent directly by Esau upon that
Expedition, and is, for that very Reafon, cal-
led, in the Prophet, a Meffenger; thatis, one
who is fent to execute a Commififion, an
EmMissARrY.

When I charge Es av with fuch a bloody
Defign, I don’t venture much; ’ts true, that
in his great Adverfity, he never made the
leaft Complaint againft his MoTHER the
Author, and Contriver of all his Misfortunes,
but ’tis pofitively recorded, that he thewed
the utmoft Indignation againft the Swwoorb-
fac’d Youth her Favourite, who, like an #ncon-
Jcionable Pawn-broker, had taken the Advantage
of his languithing Condition, to purchafe his
rich Inheritance for a Mouth-full of Victuals,

and
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and who afterwards, by a downright Forgery,
ftole his Blefling. And Es aubated Jacos,
becaufe of the Bleffing wherewith bis Father
bleffed bim, and Esav faid in bis Hear?, the
Days of Mourning for my Father are at band,
then will I flay my Brother Jacos, Gen.
XXVil, 41.

And, pray, how can a Man, who has the
leaft Grain of Senfibility, fuffer himfelf to be
ufed like a BAsT ARrRD, and that without
any Provocation, and having always proved
a kind Brother, refpectful to his Parents,
and a dutiful Son?

As for Es A u being married with Hittites,
who knows, but the odd Humor of his M-
ther, who, by the VeEntson-ProT, ap-
pears to have been both Deceitful and Imperi-
ous, deterred him from taking a Wife out of
her Family.

After the Refolution that E s 4 v had made
to x1LL his Brother, ’tis natural to believe,
that he made fome Steps towards it, upon
the News of Jacor’s coming; for befides -
the perfonal Injury he had received, and which
no doubt he did refent, he might conceive
himfelf bound in Confcience and Duty, to
vindicate the Honour of his Father, who had

been treacheroufly impofed upon and de-
ceived. '

CHAP,
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9 APy Al

That Esavu had from Isaac Letters
of REprISALS againft his Brother

Jacos,

Hope, that fo far as this, it fhall not ap-

pear ftrange, if I fay that the Wrefler
was one of E s v’ s Emiffaries fent on purpofe
to give Jacos due Correction.

But there’s fomething more, Interpreters
don’t take Notice of, and which no doubt
will furprife the Readers, viz. that Es A u had
from Isaaca Permit, Command and In-
ftructions to harafs and moleff his Brother,
when and wherefoever he thoughe fit and
convenient,

To put thisPAR Apox in a true Lighe,
‘tis neceffary to-make firft the following Ob-

{ervations.

1. It was a conftant and univerfally re-
cev’d Opinion in thofe Days, that the Parents
had the Power to difpofe arbitrarily of the
Fate of their Children, and that Go b was
pleafed to become immediatelya Gu AR A N-
TEE of their Will and Pleafure, according
to the /zteral Meaning of their Words.

"Tis no doubt upon the account of thefe

fuperftitious Principles, that Jacos, a Per-
B fon
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fon of the greateft Integrity, is tempted to be
SpLeENDIDE MENDAX, and even to take
the facred Name of Gop in vain: I am
Esav thy firft born ——the LorD thy GoD
\bas brought it [the Venifon] fo me.

That’s the Reafon, that E s A u, partly out
of Refpe@ and Duty, and partly in Confe-
quence of the Prejudices of Education, was
fo eagerly prefling for his Father’s Blefifing ;
that’s the Caufe alfo, that when he found
himfelf difappointed, be cried with a great,
and exceeding bitter Cry, and [aid, Blefs me,
even me alfo, O my Fatber, Gen. Xxvil. 34.

But this unhappy fufferer made his La-
mentations to very little Purpofe ; for Isaac
mifled by that Prevention, anfwered, I have
bleffed him, yea, and be fhall be bleffed, Gen.
xxvii. 33. This is as much as to fay, zbe
Decree zs unalterable, ’#is already ratified in

Heaven.

. However it appears, that IsA Ac was
much affronted at J AcoB’s proceeding, and
that his Heart was filled with Affonifbment
and Horror, in Confideration of the fad Dif-
appointment, and the great Mifery of his
beloved Son.

Thy Brother, fays the common Tranflati-
on, came with SUBTIL T Y; but the original
Word fmnn is very emphatical: It does not
only fignify an ABoMINABLE LIE, Pjizéf.

' 3 v. 0.
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V. by XXiV, 13.XxXxV. 20, @ FR A U D, &
CHEAT, and RosBERY, Mic. vi. 11, Amos
viii. 5. It implies alfo INGrRATITUD E,
Pfal. cix. 2. a BREAacH of CovenanT,
Dan. xi. 29. CRUELTY, VioLENCE and
OPPRESSION, Pl XxxV. 20, xliii. 1.
v, 11.me= I lili, 9. MURDER, or Intention
of MuR DER, Gen. xxxiv. 13, Pfal. v. 6o
lv. 23. HATRED of Gon, Ferem. ix. 6,
PERJURrY, P2l xxiv. 4. Playing the Deviy
Jor Gop’s Sake, Job xiii, 7. In fhort, the
Word imports the GREATEST Piece of

VIiLLANy, that can ever be committed
upon the Face of the Earth,

This is the dreadful Chara&er, Isaac
gives of the Aéion of his hopeful Son Jacos,
which made the old Man, and with a oreat
deal of Reafon, Tremble with 4 great trems
bling exceedingly, Gen. xxvii. 28,

3. In that Agony of Mind, what does
Isaac do for the Reljef of Esavu? No-

thing lefs, .than to give him a fu]] Contmiffion

to at OFFENSIVEL Y, and DEFENSIVELY
againft his Brother.

Thus when King Abqﬁ;em;- had made 2
Decree in all his Provinces to deftroy, to kil

and to caufe to perifh all Jews, both Young and
old, little Children and” Waonen n one Day.

And it being by the Laws of the Medes and
| Perfians
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Perfians out of the King’s Power to repeal it,
that Prince made a counfer DECREE;
whereby he granted the JEws the Liberty.
to gather themfelves fogether, and to fland for
their Life, tfo deflroy, fo flay, and to caufe to
perifb all the Power of the People, and Pro-
vince, that fhould affault them, Eft. viii.

4. I make no manner of Doubt, but the
Reader is very impatient to know, where that
Commiffion of War in favour of EsA U is re-
gifter’d: We have it ENTERED in due
Form in the facred REcorDps of MosEs,
Gen. xxvii. 40. By thy SwoRD fhalt thou
live—, And it fball come to pafs, when thou
Shalt bave the Dominion, that thou fhalt break
bis Yoke from off thy Neck.

To have the true Meaning of thefe In-
sTRUCTIONS, I defire the Reader to
confider,

1. That in Hebrew the future Tenfe is
very often put for the Imperative Mood, as it
is frequently done in Engli/b; as for Inftance,
You thall repair to fuch a Place, you {hall block
it up, you thall annoy the Enemy as much as you
can, &c.

2. The Verb = which is here tranflated,
by Domincering, or having the Dominion, fig-

nifies alfo zo humble, to caft down, tooverthrow,
of
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of which we have many Examples in Scrip-
ture.

It z5 Goo that avengeth me, and that
bringeth down zhe People under me, 2 Sam.
xxil. 48.

The Pride of Aflyria fhall be brought down,
Lech. x. 11,

King A u Az took down tbe Sea, V., 16, 17,

Though thou fhouldef} make thy Neft as bigh
as the Fagle, Iwill bring thee down Jrom thence,
Jaith the Lord, Jer. xlix. 16.

I could produce a great many other Places
to afcertain the Signification Ihave given to
the Hebrew Verb; bue 1 hope thefe few are
over and above fufficient to put the thing out
of queftion. Now this being once granted,
the Meaning of Isaac’s Words feems to
come to this Interpretation.

“ That IMPUDENT RAscALLyY Fel-
“ low Jacos hasdeceived me by his V1 r-
“ LANY; thou knowett it not to be in my
“ Power torecall my Words; however, dear
“ Son, I don’t bind thee to the Havifh Doc-
“ trine of Paffive Obedience, and Non-Refif3-
“ ance: Stand up for Liberty and Property,
“ make ufe of thy Sword, humble, pull
“ down, and deftroy thy Enemies; in fhort,
“ make all thy Endeavours, v; & armis, 1o
¢ fhake off the JacoB1T E YOoKE from thy

' s Meck
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“ Neek, and force thy Brother to ABDICATE
 the Superiority, and for fo doing, ¢,

After fuch a poficive Warrant, where’s the
Abfurdity to fuppofe that the Wreftler was 2
true and real Man fent exprefly by his Mafter
Esau to put his Father’s Orders in Execution ?

The PATrR1ARCH, like 2 Coward, and
afhamed of his AGions, had run away, and
concealed himfelf for many Years in a re-
mote Country, without the reach of the
PLa1nTIF;his Return from LABAN was
confequently the very firft time E s AU found
to do himfelf Fuflice, and demand Satisfaction,

Jacos himfelf, notwithftanding 1o long
an Abfence, feems to have been apprehenfive
of fuch a Defign, and of the imminent Dan-
ger he was in; for upon the News that
EsAvu was a coming with four hundred
Men, be was greatly afraid, and diftreffed.
That’s likely the Reafon, which obliged him
to keep behind, and to try firft the Fate of
his Wives and Children.

Had not E's A v taken hold of that Oppor-
tunity to chaftife his Brother, he muit cer-
tainly have been very ftupid and indolent,

He had likewife been guilty of Negligence,
Difobedience, and breach of Truft, in omit.

ting to perform the exprefs Commands of
his Father, |

G1v e me leave to ftop here, and to fum
up the Evidence.  Pray confider,

I. Ja
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1. Jacow’s Fefuitical Contrivance.
- 2, The juft Provocation he gave his Bro-
ther.

3. Esavu’s folemn Vow of Revenge.

4. Isaac’s Surprife and Anger, and his
Directions of Punithment.

5. Jacos’s Flight and long Abfence.

6. The corLp Reception JAcos’s Mef-
{engers met with, and how E s A v was upon
a Referve ; at leaft it does not appear that he
{fent fo much as his Love to his Brother.

7. The PATR 1 AR cr’s Fear upon their
return.

8. And laftly, Es Au’s March at the Head
of a whole REG1MEN T againft a naked

Man.

Now let the Readers be Furymen, and
bring their Verdi¢t. What do you fay, Gen-
tlemen? Is it not very natural, and within
the modeft Bounds of Probability to affert,
that the Wreftler was one of Es Au’s Offi-
cers, who had a Commiffion to infli¢t upon
JacoB wholfome Severities,” according to
Isa ac’s Direttions, to force him to ecry
Peccavi, and 1o bring him, if poflible, to a
State of Repentance 2

I mAvE a great many other Reafons to
prove my general Allegation, vzz. that the
Wrefller was a M AN, but they’ll prefent
themfelves in Courfe, when I come to an-

{fwer
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{wer the Objections that may be offered ; for
fuch is the Advantage of my E??ar&gﬁ.f, that
the very Difficulties rais’d againft me, do all
together contribute to demonftrate the Truth
and Certainty of my Opinion,

VIREs a PoNDERE SUMIT,

S S e T

CHAP VIIL

Zhe firf} Objetion examiy dy and why
Esavu recerved his Brother kindly.

Now proceed to take a View of all Ob-
I Jections, which are raifed againft my Sen-
timent.

The firft is grounded upon the gracious
Reception Jacor had from his Brother,
EsSAvU raon to meet bim, and embraced bim,
and jfell on his Neck, and kffed bim, and they
wept, Gen. xxxiil, 4. How then can it be
fuppofed, that he had, the Day before, made
a Plot for the Deftrution of Jacos?

I anfwer, that the greater "Tokens of Love
and Friendfhip Esavu fhews his Brother,
the more furprifed we ought to be, that he,
who had in his Heart nothing but Malice,
and who came, with 2 ftrong Body of Men,
to execute his bloody Defign, thould all o 4
fudden go 10 another Extreme, and prove fo

3 mild,
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mild, as not to drop fo much as one fingle
Word of Complaint.

I know, the Graceof God is very power=
ful, and can on a fudden convert the moft
obftinate Sinners; but, in this Cafe, there’s
no neceffity to have recourfe to Miracles.

We ought to fufpe&, that this Hiftory is
{o fhort, that we are not let into the Secret
of fuch a fudden Alteration.

Let us only confider, that the Ancients
a&ted upon Principles very different from
ours, and that formerly Contefts of the
greateft Confequence were very often decided
by a Mo~noMAc HIA, or by the Combat of
a Number of Perfons chofen on both Sides,
and even appointed by publick Authority.

That Cuftom has remain’d amongft Chri-
ftians in Europe, till within lefs than two
hundred Years; witnefs the Fight between
Jarnac and /2 CHASTIGNERAYE,
Ammo 1547, in the Park of St. Germain by
the Confent, and in the Prefence of the
French King HENR v #he 2d. |

That Pra&ice went fo far, that, if learn-
ed Civirians, and Men of good Senfe
and Judgment could not agree in their Sen-
timent upon the Equity of a Law, the Con-
troverfy was ordered immediately to be de-
cided, in Favour of the Pro or CoN, with
the Sword, by fome brewny Fellows, who
had more Strength than Brains in their Heads,
as we learn from the Monk SIGEBER-

s,
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TUS, who relates fuch a Cafe in the Reign
of the Emperor O Two #he firft.

If we go higher, the Heathens had the
fame Infatuation; who does not know the
Story of the HorAT11, and CURIATT 1,
whofe Fate was to make an end of the War
betweenthe RomaNs and the ALBr ans?

There being a Controverfy between the
Lacedemonians and the Argives, about fome
Lands, they agreed that three hundred Men
on each Side fhould try the Matter by Cosm-
bat, in which OTHRY ADESs had the Vic-

tory.
 That Cuftom, in all Probability, came
from the eaftern Country, where the Do@rine
of Fatality is to this very Day upon the
Throne.

We have two Inftances of that fort of
fighting in the Old Teftament; the firft is
of GorLian, Aud ke flood, and cried unto
the Armies of Urael, and faid unto them, why
are ye come out to fet your Battle in aray? am
not I @ Philiftine, and you Servants to Sayr ?
chufe you a Man for you, and let bim come
down to me.

If ke be able to fight with me, and #o kill
- me, then will we be your Servants: but if I
prevail againft bim, and kill bim, then [hall ye
be our Servants, and ferve us, 1 Sam. xvii.

g g -
Upon account of that Office, Gorr1a i

1s called =391 v 2 Man of Interpofition,
G that
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that is one, who interpofes between Party
and Party, to make an end of their Diffe-
rences.

The fecond Example we have is in the
War between King DAvip and Isu-3Bo-
s 7 £T H, when, by Confent of the two Ge-
nerals, twelve young Men were appointed
on both Sides, as their Reprefentatives, to de-
cide the Quarrel. And ABNER fard o
J o AB, let the young Men now arife, and play*
before us, 2 Sam. il. 14. ’Tis very true, that
the Victory of D A vip’s Champions was
follow’d by the Slaughter of about three
hundred and fixty Benjamites ; but it was
ABNER’s Fauk, who did not keep ftrictly
to the Rules of that fortof War: And ]Jo-
AB faid, as GoD liveth, had thou not [poken
[of Hoftilities] 7z the Morning, the People bad
gone up every one from following bis Brother,
Vivzy.
| Tl?e Opinion of thefe People, no doubt,
was, that Gop ALMIGH TY, by an extra-
ordinary Providence, did always give the Vic-
tory tothe just Caufe; fo thofe, who were
overcome, had nothing elfe to do, but to
fubmit patiently, except they were {o impi-
ous as to make War againft Heaven.

* The ¥ in the Word, which is here tranflated, #s play,
being read with the Point Famin, fignifies allo contundere,
eomminuere, likely a Military ‘Term to denote Fighting to the
utmoff, and without Mercy ; and reducing the Adverfary, asit
were, into Duff.

This

[
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This feems to be the Cafe of EsaAvg
J AcoB having had the good Luck to over-
come the CuaMPIoN, and to force him
to cry for Quarter, Esau thought that Gop
had acually decided the Quarrel, and pro-
nounced a final Sentence, from which there
was no Appeal, and that it was his Duty to
acquiefce.

Befides, there’s no Doubt, but the Br a-
v ADo, the better to recommend his Ser-
vices to his Mafter, gave him a Romantical
Account of the Engagement, which made
Esau defpair of any Succefs for the Time
to come,

- =

Cibl: A Poichx,

Secoud Objeltion velating to the
Luxation of zhe Femur.

HE fecond Objection comes to this ;

« How can you fuppofe, that an ordi-

«“ nary Man could with a T o v cH make a

¢ I,ux AT1oN of the FEmMur ? He TOUCHED

“ the Hollow of bis Thigh, &c. Pray, good

« Sir, mind the Structure of the Part af-
¢« fected. |

« The Articulation of the Hip 1s a Con-

“ nexion of the large and round Head of the

« FEMUR, to avery deep Cavity of the Os

R G 2 « Ifchion,
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Tjchion, commonly called the Aeetabulum
Coxendicis. |

“ This is done by two ftrong Ligaments,
one outward and membranous, encompaf~
fing the whole Head of the FEMUR from
the Edges of the Acetabulum, to the far-
ther end of the Neck, where it touches
the great Trochanter, the other inward, of
2 round Figure, like a Cord tying the ut-
moft Apex of the Caput Femoris, to the
inner Side of the Aretabulum near the
Center.

“ This Articulation is confirmed and
firengthened by ftrong Mufcles, w72, On
the Outfide by the GLu T &1, on the In-
fide by the TRIPLEX, together with the
Livipusand the RoratorEes: All
which being duly confidered, it muft needs
follow, that Force muft be very grear, that
can drive the Capur out of its Place,
Once more latk, How it was poffible for the
WRESTLER with a ToucH, to caufe
a LuxaTioN of that Part fo well
fortified, except his Power was Divine and
Supernatural ?

A greﬁt Noife for nothing! and don’t Sur-

geons find by a frequent Bxperience, that
without any confiderable Force from with-
out, the undue Pofition of the Thigh join-
ed with the Weight of the Body is fufficient

to produce the Effect in queftion ?

2, I
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2. I think, before People fpeak, and ftare
Difficulties, they fhould firft take care o be
fure of the Matter of Fa@, viz. that the Scrip-

“ture makes any mention of Jacos’s Thigh
being out of Fuint, which 1 utterly deny.

I own, that Jacosin the Morning did
halt, or was lame; but however he did walk,
tho’, it may be, with fome Difliculty; now I
appeal to allthe Surgeons of London and Weft-
minfler, whether it is poflible, immediately af-
ter fuch an Accident, fora Man to ftand u pon
his Legs, and togo abroad, and whether he ba
not neceffitated to keep his Bed for a con-
fiderable Time. * If the FEMuRr 75 not
reduced, fays WISEMAN, 7t will be JSitbjeck
Zo great Pain and Fluxion from the oyer-
Siretching of the Mufiles, and Pﬂsfare wupon
them with its great Head, yet, after fome
Months, thofe Mufcles become callous, and
baving yielded to the Extenfi, the Patienp
makes a [hift to go upon it, the lamely, but
the  Member fuffereth an Atrophia, and is
Jhorter than the other,

The very fame Author 4, who believes,
that G o p permitted J Aco B to be wounded,
left the Fleth fbould be proud, is neverthelefs
of Opinion, that the PATRI1ARCH had
not the leaft Senfation of Pains, that the M;-
racle, {ays he, might be the more evident. This

* Wileman's Swrgery. T Calvin in Genefin.
I Prodigy
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Prodigy is but a 'Trifle in comparifon of ano-
ther, relating to Facoh, which he has alfo
difcovered, and of which T'll take notice in
a proper Place. Something, I own, ought
to be done in favour of an EL E ¢ T of {uch
a Rank, and Quality, yet I with that good
Man had been fo kind, as to let us know
where he took all thefe fine Things.

As for me, I cannot go fo far, as to fay,
that JacoB, who was Fle/b and Blood as
other Men, did not feel the Smart of the
Blow which he receiv’d; however, I con-
ceive it was only a flight Sprain, or Contufi-
on of no Confequence, which was eafily
cured; for afterwards, in the whole remain-
ing part of his Life, no mention is made of
it, tho’ I make no manner. of doubt that
J A coB wasfo politick as to humour it, when
he came in fight of his Brother.,

3. The Tranflation is very fingular, and
the HoLrow of Jacob’s Thigh was out of Jornr:
Who has ever heard the like, a CaviTY

out of 1ts SOCKET? a very proper Expreffion
indeed ! i

4. But to put this Textin a true Light,
and rectify the Miftakes of the Interpreters,
we muft be contented to advance flowly,
and to enquire carefully into the Meaning of
the original Words, and fo come gradually
to the true Senfe of this Place,

The
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The firt Word which prefents itfelf is
p33: It does not only fignify zangere to touch,
but alfo to molef?, to wound, to flrike violently,
as appears by Gen. xxvi. 29. Let us make a
Covenant with thee, that thou wilf do us no
burt, as we bave not ToucHED [abufed]
thee, Plal. Ixxiil. 14. For all the Day long bave
I been |touched] pLAGUED, and chaftencd
every Morning. lai. liil. 4. We did efteem bim
ftricken, fmitten of G op and affiicled.

519, which is tranflated Aollow, comes next :
The radical word 555 does nowhere in Scrip-
ture fignify fo make a Cavity, a Socket, or a
Hollow. If we believe the LEx1conNs,
’tis curvare, incurvare, to bend, to bow ; but
if we confider the Ufe that is made of it, we
{hall be convinced, that the primary and di-
re@ meaning of the Word is to caff down,
to lay flat, or almoff flat, without excluding,
I own, an inconfiderable bending.

Wherewith fhall I come before the LoRDb,
and bow [proftrate| myfelf before the High
Gop? M. vi.6. Now, ’tis well known,
that amongft the oriental Nations, the Po-
fture ufed in worthipping was to /y flaf upon
the Ground, and not barely to bow the
Head.

My Soul is bowed down, Pfal. lvii. 6. that
d;;'fﬂfd.

The Lor D raifes thofe who are bowed down

[caft down] P/al. cxlvi. 8.

is,

From
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From that radical Word is derived Fqu
which is applied to Things that are flat, or
almoft flat; "Tis indeed tranflated Spoon,
Numb. vii. 14, 84, 86. and Handle, Cant.
V. 5. But thofe Places muft be laid afide a5
Neuters, fince we don’t know the Shape of
thofe Utenfils. |

It is undoubtedly applied to the So/ of the
Foot, Fo/b. iii. 13." And it Jhall come to pafs,
as foon as the Soles of the Feet of the Prieft,
that bear the Arj of the LoR b, Fofb. iii. 13

It is alfo taken for the Hand, when it is
open and ftraight.  Son of Man, propbefy, and
Jmite thine Hands together, Fzek. xxi. 14, Ler
us lift up our Hands unto Gop in the Hea-
vens, Lament. iii. 41. When you Jpread forth
Your Hands, I will bide my Eyes from you
Eft. i 15. Now obferve, that here i repre-
fented a decent A&ion of one, who offers his
Prayers to Gop ArmicuT Y, 1n which
he does not clinch his Fifts, but he does keep
his Hands open and ftraight towards Hea-
ven.

From thefe feveral Authorities, I draw this
Conclufion, thar fince it appears, that when
89 1s fpoken of the Hands or Feet, it figni-
fies the flat part of thofe Limbs, wis, the
Sole of the Foor, and the Paly of the Hand :
We ought, by Analogy of Speech, when it
refpects the Femar, to underftand it of that
part in the infide, and riear the Inguen, which
1s the flatteft of the whole Thigh, This was

the
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the Opinion of a learned Few, according to
CasTALIO.

No doubt the Septuagint Interpreters were
of that Mind, fince they have tranflated chat
Place, o0 TNL)oTs ToU pHpou, the _ff;;rf cy“z‘.&e
Thigh, wadzos latitudo, fays Roz. Con=
STANTINUS, differt a profunditate; Proprie
¢/t planum, quod, quia ettam latam eff, vulgo
Prat. Gallice dicimus, dwo vo5 #adros, Nimi-
rum duétd Origine; quod & vo waavo dicitur.

I come next to y, which declares the
fad Effe@ of the Blow Jacos did receive
upon his Thigh.

1. There’s not one fingle Place of Scrip
ture to authorize thearbitrary Tranflation of
the Interpreters, who have been fo unmerci-
ful as to diflocate the F £ Mur of the good
PaTriarcu; but I hope to make him
come off with a Bruife, or at the utmoft

with 2 Wound.

2. That Verb taken metaphorically figni-
fies, to have a Hatred and Averfion for {fome
Body. Bethouinfiructed, O Jerufalem, /eff my
Soul depart from thee, Jerem. vi. 8. Then my

Mind wasahenated from ber, Ezech. xxiii. 18.

3. As for the literal Meaning of the Word,
we find it in fo few Places of Scripture, thar,

what we can fay is only by Conjecture. It
- feems
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feems to import a Dilaceration, a Solutio con
tinui; as for Inftance, Take the Heads of the
People, and hang them up, Numb. xxv. 4.
Let feven. Men of his Sons be delivered unto us,
and we will hang them up, 2 Sam. xxi. 6. It
fhould rather have been, take the chicf of the
People, and beat them, or wound. them to
death, &c. For, as GRoT1us has well ob-
ferved, “ Sufpenfio ex more Hebrzo requirit,
““ ut fupplictum precedat— fiebat id oftentui,
“ non enim peena erat {ufpenfio; de Utftione,
“ Gladio, lapidibus fatis apparet peenas has
“ remotas a {ufpendio.

4. I conclude by obferving, that the Sep-
tuagint Interpreters, who lived in fuch a
Time, that they might know the Opinion of
the antient ews, and confequently have all
the Help that can be defired in their Tran{-
lation, take no manner of Notice of a Lux-
ation, but make ufe of the Word tvapuroe,
which implies only a Numnefs and a Difhi-
culty of Motion.

73 Sinew now prefents itfelf, upon which
I'll be very fhort. I think it would be very
ridiculous to believe, that the holy Writer of
Genefis did take that Word in the ftricteft
Senfe for the Nervus Cruralis, or for Liga=
ents.

Buvrn-Przzires are not fuch a delici-
ous [Vcat as to make it very meritorious, or

a
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a Self-denial in the Children of Isr AEL to
forbear from a Difth which 1s fit for Hogs
only; a tolerable good Palate was f{ufficient
to make the Law, tho’ JAcos never had
had the Misfortune to be wounded.

*Tis more probable, that this muft be un-
derftood, in general, of Organs of Motion,
that is of the Mufcles with their Sizews and
Tendons, in fhort, of the Fleth about the
Thigh.

The laft Word to be confider’d is M),
which, in feveral Places, is alfo writ ¥, no
doubt by the Carelefsnefs of the Copifts: It
is in our Tranflation rendred by Shrinking,
without the leaft Authority.

The Septuagint have made it fynonymous
to pp, ufing the fame Verb evapuioe, which
is proper enough.

The firft and literal Meaning is to /end out
upon Ufury, Exod. xxii. 25. Deut. xxiv. 10,
11. 2 Kings iv. 1, 7. Pfal. cix. 11, Ed xxiv.
2.—l. 1.— Jer. xv. 10.

From this Signification another is derived;
for as Extortioners are felfith, covetous, trick-
ing, unmerciful, and like Leeches fucking
the Blood and Subftance of the Poor and
Needy; fo from thence this Verb has been me-
taphorically taken for 70 gpprefs, 7o vew, fo ufe
roughly, and with Barbarities, to defiroy and ruin,
as you may fee by the following Examples.

Their Might bath failed, [is tuid] Jer.
li. 30.

H 2 T hots
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Thou baft forgot [hatt vexed] the Rock thas

begot thee, Deut. xxxii. 18.

G o b exaéteth of thee [punifheth thee] lefs
than thine Iniquity, ob xi, 6.

The Land of Forgetfulnefs [AfiGion] bfal,
Ixxxviii. 12.

Tbe Encmy [(hall not exal? upon, [torment
him] P/l Ixxxix. 22.

Thou fhail not be forgotten of me [ufed un-
mercifully | £/ xliv, 27.

L forgor Profperity [1 am depriv’d of Feli-
city] Lament, 113, 17.

All this being confidered, I fee no Reafon
why the Word which is tranflated by Shrinking,
and of which we have no Inftance, fthould
not be underftoed in the Senfe which is fup-
poited by fo many Places of Scripture.

Now let us put together all thefe feveral
Explanations, and fee how they found.

<Iud_when the Man perceived that e could
not. prevail, bedid Jurtoufly fBrike Jacos upon
the flat part of the Thigh near the Inguen, and
tbe flat part of Jacos’s Thigh was bruifed
—therefore to  this Day the Children of
1SR AELeatof 1o Flefb which is about the flat
of the Thigh, 11 Remembrance of JA cos being
treacheroufly wounded on the like part of bis
Body.

Now we have an additiona] Proof, that
the WRESTLER wasa Rogue, and a great
Villain, who plaid rou & for at all Times,
and in all Places, there have been certain

Rules
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Rules for WR st 1N G, which Antago-
nifts cannot break through without commic.
ting an unpardmable Crime,

In the publick Games of Greece, Judges
were appointed to keep the Combatants with-
in certain Bounds of Decency *, Wreftlers
never ftruck, nor Boxers did never attempt to
throw down; and here in England a Kick
above the Knee is an unwarrantable Aflaul.

But to judge better of thofe Things, ’tis
neceflary not to ftop there, but to go upas far
as remote Antiquity, and examine how thele
Exercifes were performed ; Homer 1s account-
ed, next to the Bible, the oldeft Author we
can have recourfe to: Now this is the De-
{cription he gives, 7/ 2 3. of the Engagement
between Ajax and ULvssEs, of which I chofe
rather to make a plain and literal Tranflati-
on, than to ufe the Verfes of 5 famous Poe,
who, by feveral Additions of his own, has
ftrangely mifreprefented the AGon.

Then arofe the grear A JAXSon of TEL A=
MON, and the prudent ULyssE S, n Hopes
of the Prize; covered only with a Girdle, they
some into the Middle of the Ring, and with
thewr fliff drms embrace one anotber, as clofe
as the Rafters of g bigh Building are by a skil.
Jul Workman firmly tied together, to fuftain the
Violence of the moft Sormy Winds 5 their Backs
crack by the frequent C oncuffions and Jerking

* Patter's Arehawolop. Gre.

4  theip
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their Robuft Hands do caufe: Their Sides and
Shoulders are [o [queezed, that they are covered
with black and blue Spots of extravafated Blood;
[5 eager of Victory they feem tobe. ULYSSES
cannot move A JAxX, nor throw him down,
A yax alfp is not able to overcome the Re-
fiftance of Urvsses. The Speclators begin
to be impatient. Then A JAX [poke; Divine
UL ysskes, who are fo indufirious, either lift
me up, or I [ball lift yous let us leave the reft
to Jupiter. In faying fo, ke does lift up UL Y s-
sEs, who not forgetting bis Shifts, fruck bim
bebind upon the Ham: [took the In-lock.]
A j ax falls to the Ground upon bis Back, and
ULvssEs forwerd upm Ajax’'s Breafl:
The People are in a great Admiratin. The
divine UL vssEs, who bas fo much Expert-
ence, does in bis turn endeavour fto lift up
Ajax, but be heaves bim but little from the
Ground, and bis Knee bending [under the Bur-
den) they both fall near toone another, and are
covered with Sand, they rofe and were going to
wreftle a third time, when &c.

In this Order of Wreftling, there’s neither
ftriking nor kicking, but only grafping, heav-
ing, taking the In, or out-lock, and endea- |
youring to throw down the Antagoniit.

I own, that this is no Demonftration that
the fame Praltice wasinufe in JacoB’s
Time; but if we confider not only the Anti-
quity of H o ME R, and that Divines do grant,
that he has borrowed from the Cuftoms of

the
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the Fews, this muft be a very great Sufpici-
on, that our WRESTLER did not play
fair. |

This barbarous Affaule in ftriking above
the Knee was no-doubt the chief Inftrument
of JAcoB’s Vicory; for let the #refler do
it either with his Fift, or with his Foor, the
PaTr1ARcH, who like a Rock was im-
moveable, might eafily throw the Fellow
upon his Back, and fall immediately upon
him, where I'll leave him, with his Knees
fix’d in the Pit of his Stomach, holding him
by the Throat with one Hand, and thump-
ing of him with the other, till he is forced to
{fubmit and to beg Pardon, which I defign to
confider in the next Chapter.

e =

CAEo RPN

The Titles of the Wreltler, and the
Nature of the Blefling be gave 20
Jacob.

HERE’s an Objection raifed from the
Titles of EL, and E L o 1 1 M the //refl-

ler did afflume, but it is of no great Weight:
The Miftake is in the T'ranflation of thofe
Terms,which are not fynonymous to the Word

G o, having no direct reference to the moft
perfect
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perfet and divine Nature. ’Tis a Title of
Honour given commonly to Perfons of dif-
ferent Conditions, as, Sz, Mafter, Monficur,
Signior, &c.

It denotes in general a Degree of Superi-
ority either in Power, Strength and Know-
ledge; upon that Account Gop is called
Eronim, becaufe he is ftrong, and the
Mafter of the whole Creation, but Judges
and Magifirates, Noblemen ; in thort, who-
{oever was eminent in his refpective Station,
had that Title; and there’s no manner of
Doubt, but Doéfors of all Denominations,
and great Virtuofos were honoured with that
Name; for when the Serpent tempted Eve
to eat of the forbidden Fruit, he told her,
Ye fhall be as Elohim, knowing Good and Evil,
that 15, you fhall be great Virtuofos, and
thoroughly acquainted with all the intrinfick
Qualities, Good or Bad of the three King-
doms, of Animals, Vegetables and Mine-
rals.

Er and ELon 1M f{eem to anfwer to the
Latin Word Dom1Nus, which was fuch a
high Tide, that the firft Roman Emperors re-
fufed to takeir, and yet SENE ¢ a, Epff. 5.
faith, that this Name was given to Strangers,
Quo modo obvros, fi nomen non fuccurrit, Do-
minos /falutamus; 1t was even given to Slaves,
or Servants, as appears by MARTIAL’S
Epigram,

Quum
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Ruunt voco te Dominum ol t161,Cinna, placere
Sepe etiam fervum fic refaluto meum,

- Now, where’s the Wonder, that the

Wrefller Esavu’s Champion, thould have the
Vanity to aflume the Name of ELonim,
(for he was his own Godfather) when the
Coxcomb thought himfelf above others, re-
markable and famous for his Strength, and
his furprifing Skill in fighting ; in thort, when
he was MasTzr of the moble Art of D g-
FEN cE? And who does not know, that moft
of the greateft HER 0 Es of Antiquity have
been fo much cried up, and look’d upon as
Semigods, for no other Reafon, than that they
were PR1ZE-FI1GH TERS, and had been

SUCCESSFUL?

~ As for the Name of Jebovah fuppos’d to
belong to the #7¢filer, it thall be examin'd in
a proper Place.

The fecond Objection, which makes 2
great Shew, is the Blefling Jacos feems
carneftly to exa®t of the WrREstrEr: J
will not let thee go, except thou blefs me, Gen,
xxxil. 26, And fay the Opponents with an
Air of Aflurance, Without Contradiction, the

lefs s blefled of the better.

Anf. And what’s all this to the Purpofe ?

does this prove in the leaft the grand Poine
| in
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in Queftion, that the WRESTLER had any
thing in him above his human Nature? Did
not the Man Is a acblefs the Man JAcoBs?
and why then muft the WREsTLER be an
ANGEL, ora Gop to blefs the PATRI-
ARCH?

2. The Bleflings, which in thofe Days Peo-
ple gave one another, were commonly but
little more than worldly Compliments, which
entirely related to their femporal Intereft upon
Earth.

Isaac does not pray that his Son fhould
be an honeft Man, fear Gop, and love bis
Neighbours ; his only Defires for him are, The
Dew of Heaven, the Fatnefs of the Land, and
plenty of Corn, and that Nations, and in par-
ticular REBEccA’s Sons be bis Slaves. 'There’s
in all this, not one fingle Word about the
fpiritual Welfare of his Soul. But why
Is A Ac does fay, 2by Mother’s Sons, and not
thy Father’s, is a Myftery, which he under-
ftood better than I can do at this Time.

J AcoB himfelf, in a Bargain of his own
indi¢ing, has nothing in view but his Eafe
and Grandeur in this Life; if Gop ALr-
MI1GH TY is willing to blefs him, he is alfo,
on his Side, willing to allow his M AK ER,
out of the Profits, ten per Cent. for Brocker-
1dge, and which is more engaging, to choofe
him for Gop, but yet, PLENT v of all
‘Things is the Conditio fine qué nom. Na
PENCE, w PATER NOSTER. I
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I humbly defire the Gentleman, who has
taken fo much Pains to perfuade us, that
Chriftianity is as old as the Creation, to let us
know in what Corner of the Chriftian Church

he places thofe, who look no farther than this
miferable World.

3. The Word Bleffing is vetry equivocal ; for
inftance, Gob does b/¢fs us, when he is pleas’'d
to pour his Favours upon us; but we alfo on
our Side do blefs him, when we worthip
him, acknowledge him for our Creator and
Preferver, and beg Pardon for our Sins, &.

So that there are two forts of Blefings, one
from a Superior to an Inferior ; and the other
in a2 low Senfe, from an Inferior to a Su-
perior.

This laft Blefing does feem in Scripture to
confift in doing Obeifance, in humble Pro-
ftrations to the Ground, in paying Homage,
in fubmitting and {uing for Peace and Friend-
fhip.

gﬁcoﬂ being introduc’d to Praraon, did
blefs him, Gen. x1vii. 8, 10. that is, he proftrated
himfelf flaf upon the Ground, and, no doubr,
return’d Thanks to the Kinc for the Ho-
nour he had beftowed upon his Son JosEP H,
acknowledged PuAraon for his Sove-
reign and Benefadtor, and defired his Pro-.
tection,

L Toy

-
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Toy fent Joram bis Son unto King Davip *
to fue for Peace, and to blefs him, 2 Sam.
vill. 10.

And Foab fell to the Ground on his Face,
and bowed himfelf, and * blefled the King,
2 Sam. Xiv. 22.

He fent Hadoram bis Son fo King DAviD
% to demand Peace, and to blefs bim.

But what Neceflity of {fo many Proofs ? I
appeal to the P ATrR1AR CcH bimfelf, whe-
ther he has not fometimes underftood Ble/-
fing in that Senfe; for we read, Gen. xxxiii,
3, 10, I1. that JacoB bowed himflf to
the Ground feven times— therefore I have
feen thy Face— and thou waft pleafed with
me— Take, I pray thee, my BLE ss1NG that
75 brought to thee. 'This i1s as much as to
{ay, I defire you to accept this Prefent in token
of my Submiflion, and in Acknowledgment of
your Goodnefs to forgive me.

*Tis in that Senfe that JAcoB requires a
Bleffing from the WRESTL ER; I will not
lef thee go, except thou blefs me, that is, T will
keep thee in Cuflody, till thou doft - [fibmit,
and pay me HOMAGE as VICTORIOUS,
which the Fellow does perform in the {fub-
lime Stile of thofe Bills, that come from
Fi1c’s Theatre.

* According to the Hebrew.

Y In the publick Games of Greece, it ewas lawful for the
Conqueror o keep bis Antnggni{t__mfdfr, till ke bad fairly
yﬁ/n;ﬂ:jd either by lfting up bis Finger, or, fpeaking sertain

T
i r_’e,..
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I defire the Reader to remember in what
Pofture I have left JAcoB and his Adver-
fary at the end of the laft Chapter; I now
fancy to hear the Threatnings of the Pa -
TRIARCH, and the Groans and Supj:v]ica-

tions of the other, [ flevit & rogavit | and
the whole Dialogue betwixt them.,

J. Villain, Hyep dareft thou firike me2 Ve
rily, thou deferveft to de.

W. A4b! abt pray, ab! pray, good Sir, don't
kill mes Ab) ah !

J. No Pity, nor Mercy for fuch a Rafcal ;

Who art thou ?

W. 4b! Pray dons enguire who I am.

J. T/l beat thee 2 Duft, except T know it
Who art thoy 2

W. I belong 5., .. . I was to bave done
the Job i1n the Obfcurity or THE Night;
now zbe Sun s arifing, My Mafler fball
be very angry, that I dur's bring him an
Anfwer, ... .. Pray let me g0.

J. Tl teach thee 1o tel) Lies, Sirrab! Esau
25 an Honourable Gentleman, who would
not be guilty of fich foul Play.

W. 4p! pray Sir, ab! pray.

Jo I fball beat thee, £l thon doff make

Submiffion, 4nd acknowledge me  for
Vitorious.

W. I ¢rave your Honour’s Name.
J. Forfooth the Rafcal does ot Enow my
Names I am Jacos, dop J‘f’ﬂ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁi
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W. T fubmit, I fubmit; may if pleafe your
Lordfhip, the Name of J AcoB was af
your Birth, an Omen of your future
Profperity, but fince your illuftrious
Aétions, and Atfchievements fo famous all
over the World, make your HoNoUR
worthy of the moft N oBLE Titles; you
bave maflered both Heroes, and valiant
Men ; you have mow overcome the C o K-
QUEROR ofthe CoNQUERORS: 4f
Jume the Name of 1sR AE L.

A very poor Satisfaction (fhall the Rea-
ders fay) for the great Danger Ja cos did
run of being murder’d! and how can I hel
it, if he was contented with a Feather? Pray
confider the Humour of thofe Days; did not
all the Wit of the HE and Sue Gossips
intirely confift in wretched Puns and Nick-
names, which they beftowed with grear Ce-
remony upon their Friends or Foes, as
fomething of very great Confequence, as
appears by the very Hiftory of Jacos,
who makes no Steps, but he has a new De-
aomination for Men, and Places at his Fin-
ger’'s end? To fay that the Name of Israrr

was myflical, and an aflurance of his future -

Profperity, ’ds a bold Addition to the

Hiftory, which makes not the leaft mention
of it |

2. It
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2. It may be alfo, that JAcoB ated
here politically, and feeming fatisfied with
the Advantage he had obtain’d, he thought
fit not to make the Champion defperate, and
oblige him 7mprudently to exert his Strength
to the utmoft, and recover the Day.

I hope, the Account I have given of the
Nature of the Bleffing J AcoB exalls of his
Enemy, is fo natural, that moft of the Rea-
ders fhall be of my Mind, except fuch as
are never pleas’d without fomething extraor-
dinary and myfterious.

There remain two Objetions from Ge-
nefis of no great Force, which I'm very wil-
ling to take notice of, before I make an end
of this Chapter.

1. Gop bimfelf gave the Name of ISRAEL
to Jacos, Gen. xxxv. 10. Ergo ’fwas he
who did it the firff time. 'This Argument
is very weak ; don’t we fee amongit us very
often, that Perfons aflume a new Name
without any Authority, and that afterwards

they have Liberty to do it by an A& of
Parliament ?

It does not appear, that JacoB was very
fond, at firft, of this Title, but, no doubt,
G o p thought fit to confirm it with a Defign
of putting him continually in remembrance
of his great Deliverance. 2. The
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2. The other Obje@ion is from thefe
Words, Jacos called the Name of the Place
Peniel, for I have feen Gop | Elohim] Face
¢0 Face, and my Life is preferv'd: And what
then ? muft we invent Miracles in explaining
the Scripture in Things that are done by
the Courfe of Nature? Did not Jacos fee
the flrong and the mighty Champion Face
to Face, in a literal Senfe, whereas Seeing
Gop Face to Face, is a Sfigurative Expref-
fion? What the Patriarch did mean, was
only to exprefs his Joy for his wonderful
Efcape, and the Vi@ory he had obtain’d
unexpectedly,

CHAP.
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G H A Po &l
Objettions from the Prophet HosE 4,

examin'd, and anfwer d.

OW, vow, I am come to the Pro-

phet Hos e A, where a Reverend Di-
vine expets me with the utmoft Impatience,
as he did publickly declare. |

I can, out of Civility, do no lefs than meet
the Gentleman, and give him full Satsfacti-
on. If I have not done it fooner, the true
Reafon is, that I was afraid to put my Ar-
guments in a Confufion.

I defign to go on in the fame way as be-
fore, and examine the true Meaning of the
original Words, and the real Import of the
Phrafes: for as the Objections, which are
drawn from this Book, are reputed to be the
firongeft of them all, and a plain Decifion
of the Controverfy, they deferve confequently
to be examin’d with Care, ferioufly, and with
Calmnefs and Impartiality: However, if
contrary to my Will, any of my Expreflions,
either in this Chapter, or in the next, fhould
accidentally difpleafe the Reader, I hope,
that my plain Dealing, the hearty and fincere
Endeavours I make to difcover the Truth,
and the Probability of my Arguments, fhall

be a fufficient Apology for my Behaviour.
K After
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After this Declaration, T begin by Ho/. xii.
3, 4. By bisStrength be had Power over the Elo-
him, yea be had Power over the Angel [Mef-
{enger] and prevailed: He wept and made
Supplications unto him. Now ’tis abfurd, not
to fay impious, to pretend, that this Victory
of JacoB was over the Supreme Being, as

if it was poffible fora Creature to be ftronger
than the Creator.

1. the Verb =, or 9w, the Prophet
makes ufe of, does no where in Scripture fig-
nify, to obtain _a Grant, to perfuade, to pre-
vatl by bumble Remonftrances, but to overcome
by Force, toget a true and real Super1oRITY,
fo mafler an Enemy; as much as the Duxk g
of MARLBOROUGH did the FR ENcC H at
the Battleof BLENHEIM *,

2. Jacoshad the Advantage by his 7a-
fural Strength ; does not this demonftrate,
thatif the PATrR1ARCcH did triumph over
his Adverfary, he had certainly to do with a
much weaker Being than Gop? I think
People fhould be fo prudent, as not to ftart
Difficulties, which betray the Foible of their
Caufe.

Several learned Divines taking notice of
the fcandalous Idea [by his Strength be bad
T I Challenge all my Opponents to prove any thing to the

contrary.
Power
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Power with G o p] the Tranflation does con-
vey to the Mind, have been fo kind, as to
come to the Help of the Holy Ghaff, by rec-
tifying the Abfurdity in their charitable Notes,
which feem to fay, Dele by his own Strength,
Read by a {pecial Grace of Gob. '

But I am apt to believe they are too offi-
cious, and that the Holy Spirit does not want
fuch bufy Correctors, who pretend to model,
not their Sy s TE M by the Scripture, but the
Scripture by their SysTEM: Neque enmm
fays CALVIN, adverfus eum pugnamus, nift
& ejus virtute ¢ armis, nos enim ad lultam
provocans fimul ad refiftendum infirust, ut con-
tra nos pro nobis pugnet : We fight againft Gop,
but by his Strength, and with his Arms, jfor
at the fame time, that be challenges us to wreftle,
be infirucls us to relilk, fo that be fights againft
us for us. 1 beg the Reader’s Pardon, but ’tis
impofiible to withftand the Temptation I am
in, to call his reafoning by the Name it de-
ferves, viz. CANTING.

3. He wept and made Supplications. And
who, pray? Not J A cog, for there’s no fuch
thing mention’d in Genefis. The PATRrI-
AR CH, as I have prov'd, was without Con-
tradiGtion, and in the ftricteft Senfe, the
Conqueror; and confequently, if any body
made Supplications, it muft be naturally un- .
derftood of him who had the worf? of the
Day, of the Wreftler, who did beg heartily

K2 for
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for his Liberty, /et me go, for ‘the Day is a
coming: Words, which found well from the
Mouth of a Man, but appear nonfenfical,
when they are pretended to come from
Gonb.

Now, let us only change Names, and, in-
fteadof Jacos, put the Duke of MARL-
BOR OU GH, and for the Emiffary, the French,
and Tallard, and then let any body judge of
the Senfe. The Duke of Marlboroughby his
Strength had Power over the French; yea, bis
Grace pufhed Marthal Villars 7nt0 the Danube;
be cried bitterly, and begged for Quarter.
What Man in his Senfes would pretend, that
the lalt Words, be cried bitterly, are to be
underftood of the CoNQUEROR?

The Cafe is fo plain, that Drusius
VAT aBLuUs, and feveral other learned Men,
have ingenuoufly confefled, that it was not
Jacos, but the M EssENGER, who made
Supplications.

So far as this I am very fafe, having vi-
fibly the Protection of the Prophet; I pro-
ceed to the laft and grand Objection, which
1s fuppofed to be unanfwerable from thefe
Words, HE found bim in Beth-el, and
there be Jpake awith us [with him] even
Jenovan the Lord of Hoffs, JEHOV AN
bis Memorial. “ Who thould HE refer to,
« but to the Perfon, which before is men-
“ uoned, vz, to the Angel, or Meffenger,

‘“ who
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“ who isalfo called JEnovauwn, the /n0om-
“ municable Name of Gop, with a ftrong
“ Emphafis, [EVEN ] and can any thing be
¢ plainer than this?”

“Tis very plain indeed in the Tranflation,
only it wants to be {o in the Original ; but to
decide this Controverfy, ’ts juft and equi-
table to make Hosea himfelf the UMPIRE,
and to chufe him /o/e Fudge in this Cafe, I
mean ‘s neceflary to examine his Expref-
fions and his Stile, without which we run

the Rifk of making a falfe Judgment.

1. I obferve, that the Book of Hosr a
is a Colle&ion of feveral loofe and feparate

Sentences, which are independent on one
another, and which were probably not de-
livered at the fame time, as a careful Reader
may obferve in many Places ; as for Inftance,
Chap. x'. 12. Jupau ruleth withGop, and
75 faithful with the SA1NTs; but few Lines
after, Chap. xii. 2. he feems not to be as

good as he fhould be, Gop hath a Contro-
ver(y with bim.

In this Cafe the Axiom of the Jews is
true, that in Scripture there’s neither Priys
nor Pofterius; how then can it be prov’d, that
Hoyf.xii. 3, 4, 5. is one and the fame continued
Difcourfe ? Had it not been very proper to put
a full Comma afier thefe Words [2za be prevail-
ed over the dngel] and then to have begun

3 a
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a new Verfe, which in Part would have
prevented the Miftake?

2. I am at a great Lofs where to find the
Emphafis Ev EN, for in the Hebrew, there’s
no more than the Letter \ [et] and Jenovan
the Lord of Hoflsy JEHOVAH hbis Memo-

rial.

3. HE found bim in Beth-el: The Pro-
noun HE 1s not in the Original expre/ly, and
impofes upon the Reader, as if it did refer to
an antecedent, viz. to the M ESSENGER.

This very fame [poke to him, &c.

4. "Tis the Difadvantage of modern Lan-
guages, that every Verb (not in imperative or
ynfinite Moods) muft have always before
them a Noun, or a Pronoun for a Nomina-
tive, but ’tis fo neither in Latin, Greek, or

Hebrew.

¢. Here the Objection does immediately
drop, if we put the Words in a dead Lan-
ouage, inftead of Engli/b, Prevaluit Angelo,
& fuperior fuit, flevit ¢ precatus eff eum.
In Beth-el invenmt eum, thique locutus eff
nobifcum [cum illo] & Dominus Deus exer-
cituum, Dominus memoriale ejus. So that
there’s no Neceflity to go up to the Angel, to
find out the Nominative of invenit, we have
it afterwards at the end of the Phrafe, viz.
DoMminus. | 6. In
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6. In Hebrew, when the Nominative is
exprefled, ’tis generally placed immediately
before or after the ¥er ; but in the Prophets,
where the Stile is pompous and fublime, and
{feems to partake of Poetical Expreflions; the

Nominative is very often poftponed at a great
Diftance.

I could give many Inftances of it, but "ds
enough to obferve, that this is the very Stile
of Hoske a, who puts the Nominative in
the fecond Member of a whole and long Pe-
riod. HE is a Merchant, the Balances of
Deceit are in bis Hand: He lyveth to opprefs ;
and EPuR A1M [aid, yet T am become rich,
"T'is plain that Epu R a 1M, which is placed
at the latter end, is the Nominative, and that
it thould have been tranflated, EPHR AI M

15 @ Merchant, the Balances of Deceit are in
bis Hand, &c,

7. I obferve, that fuch is the Stile of
Hosk a, that when he is {peaking of Gop,
he does not always exprefly mention that
holy Name, either out of Refpe&, or for
other Reafons unknown to us, and depend-
ing, it may be, on the cuftom of his Time ;
fo that the Interpreters, for clearnefs fake,

are now and then meceffitated to fupply the
Word Gonp.

Few
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Few Examples will be fufficient to make
good my Allegations, Hyf i. 6, g. Ske con-
ceived again and bare a Daughter, and [Gop]
faid unto bim, Call ber Name Lo-rubamabh.

She conceived, and bare a Son, then [G o]
Jaid, call his Name, &c.

Their Heart is divided: Now fball they be
found faulty: (Gop] fhall break down their
Altars; [ Gop| fball break their Images, Hol.
% 2

From thefe feveral Obfervations I con-
clude, that the Words of Hos E A may very
well (and I dare fay ought to) be tranflated
in thefe Terms, or any that be equivalent.

By bis Strength, be maftered zbe Strong,
yea, he maftered rhe Emiflary, who wept, and
made Supplications unto bim: G o found bim
in BETHEL, and there he {pake with him,
and Jeu ov AH, zhe Lord of Hofls, JE Ho-
v AH 5 bis Memorial. Which being once
granted, the Objection does entirely fall to
the Ground.

CHAP.
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CoHA B X
Farther Remarks upon Hosm; wﬁeré;.

in the Birth qf Jacos and Esavu
are occaﬁonally CONSIDERED,

UT to give no Time to the Enemy to"

rally, I defign in this Chapter to go the
thorteft way to Work, and to cut at once the
Gordian Knot. I defire a favourable Con-
ftruction upon my Undertaking, tho’, I hope,
my Credit 1s, by this Time, fo well eftablith-
ed, that the Reader, no doubt, fhall think
- this Application fuperfluous.

To explain my Meaning I muft repeat the
Words, as they are found in Ho s & 4, accor-
ding to the common Tranflation.

The Lord bath alfp a Controverfy with Ju-
dah, and will punifb JAcoB, according fo
bis Ways, according to his Doings wwill ke re-
compenfe bim. |

[He took his Brother by the Heel. iz the
Womb, and by his Strength he had Power over
Gop, yea he had Power overthe ANGE L,
and prevailed ; be wept and made Sup-
plications unto him.| He found bim in BETh-
EL, and there be [pake with us, and E v EN
the Lorp of Hoffs, the LorD s bis Memo-

rial: Therefore turn to thy Gop, keep Mercy
L and
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and fudgment, and wait onthy Gop con-
tinually. |

My Opinion is, that all the Words in-
cluded between the Crofchets, were never in
the Original of the Prophet, but rather look
like a Piece of a Ballad fung among the
Jews in their Affemblies of Pleafure, in
Honour of their Predeceflors, which being
accidentally put only in the Margin, has in-
fenfibly crept into the Text by the Ignorance

or Malice of the Copifts: My Reafons are
thefe.

1. The Words have no manner of Cohe-
rence with the preceding or fucceeding Ver-
{es, and that E v E N they {poil and embroil
the Senfe and Intention of the Propher,
who preached Amendment of Life. Jacos
took bis Brother by the Heel 1N UTERO, be
overcame the HELOH 1M, be prevailed over
the MESSENGER, ergo, bis wicked Pofterity
muft repent. This Reafoning is not only flat
and infipid, but alfo not fafe, for it might
as well be concluded, Erco Judah ought

to fear mnothing; who can burt bim in the
World 2

2. Thefe particular Points of Hiftory feem
to be brought in by way of Bragging and
Oftentation, and for nothing elfe but the
Honour and Glory of the PATRIARCH.

3 3. There’s
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3. There’s a very bold Addition to the Ac-
count Mosgs gives of Jacos taking his
Brother by the Heel, that is, in the Womb ; as
if the two Babes had unrefpecfully made a
Bear-Garden of their Mother’s Womb, and
that E's a v having the worft of the Fight,
and leaving the Field of Battle, Jacos
took hold of him &y the Foot, to give him a
parting Blow.

This betrays the Stupidity of the Fefter,
for there’s an abfolute Impofiibility for Twins
to meddle with one another 7z Ufero, They
have indeed commonly (tho’ not always) but
“one and the fame Placenta, to which they
adhere by the Nawvel-firings, but they have
each of them, (Monfters excepted) diftinct
umbilical Veflels, diftin& Membranes, and
diftin& Waters, in which they {wim; in
fhort, they are clofe confin’d in Jfeparate
Chambers, or Apartments, and fo ftrongly
intrenched by Nature, that they cannot di-
reétly neither touch nor hurt one another.

'Tis true, that JAacos and Esav did
ftruggle iz Utero, but they did not ftruggle
T0GETHER, as 'tis tranflated, the Verb of
the Original implying no more than a quick
and frequent Motion; ’tis, no doubt, upon
that Account, that the Sepfuagint Interpre-
ters have wifely rendered it by erwdgran, fali-
ehant 3 they were flirring, leaping; the very

L2 fame
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fame Expreffion we have in Lufke i. 41. in
refpe of Jou N the Baptift. . :

I own, that thefe frequent Motions of the
Children were very troublefome to R E-
BE ccA, and might not only deprive her of
reft, and even throw her into Fits, but alfo
threatned a Mifcarriage, to the utter Ruin
of the Fatus, and the great Danger of the
Mother’s Life.  But however, the Children
were not guarrelling or fighting one with
another. |

- I'don’t know any Place of Scripture, the
Senfe of which Interpreters have fo much
" miftaken, as this of facob holding his Hand
upon his Brother's Hee/,

If HosEA’s Interpolator has made a Jett
of it, Mr. CALv 1IN goes to another Ex-
tremie, "Twas nof, fays he, by Judgment, or
Indoftcy, #hat JAcoB tok hold of Esav’s
Heel in the Morber’s Belly, but it was extra-
ordinary, Gobp then did direst the Hand of
the Child, and by that S1GN declared bis GRA-
TUtT Adoption— By this Gop feaches, that
Men don’ ¢ acquire the Grace of Gop by their
Wills, Jut that they are eleCed before they
are born, by bis wonderful Goodnefs.  Who
could ever have expe@ted a Proof of Pre-
deffination, in a natural Accident, which be-
fides is very melancholy, and which did put
both Jacos and his Mother in the greateft
Danger of their Lives? Inftead
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Inftead of advifing with St. Ausrin, who
- Was a better Metaphyfician, than a Naturalifp,
Mr. CaL v 1N had done prudently to confule
any fkilful MipwIFE of Geneva upon thisg
Cafe, for the would, or, at leaft, fhe thould
have told him, that Jacos holding his Bro-
ther by zbe Heel, is as much as to fay, that
the young PATr1arcH did not come
forth in a natural pofture, and confequently,
that the Labour was very hard and dif-
ficule,

The Matter of Fa& was this; the #g-
fers of both Children being &rok¢ much
about the fame Time, Esau was ufhered
into the Light in the moft favourable way
that can be defired, his Head being foremof?
In a firait Line, and free from any other
part of the Body, the Arms couched along
his Sides, and the Thighs and Feet ftretched
out; he might fafely cry Victory, tho’ his
Brother feemingly defired to be towed out
of the Uterus.

On the contrary, Jacos prefented him-
felf in a wry Situation, his Arm being for-
ward, and intangled about Esavu’s Foor,
in danger of a Fra&ure or Diflocation, by
which, part of the Paffage was taken up,
and the Head kept within the Uterus, and
forced to lean on one Side.

This is * one of the worft and moft dag.

* See Hugh Chamberlane’s Book, Difaafes of Women wirh
Child, 4
bk gerous
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gerous Poftures a Child can come out, both
for itfelf, and for the Mother, becaufe of
the violent Force, the Midwife is neceflita-
ted to ufe in fearching for the Feet which
are very far off; for generally in that Cafe
the Child muft be brought out by the Legs.
The Reader may judge, by the Travarl of
T aMmAR, of the Truth of this; for fhe
could not be delivered of Z AR AH, upon
whom the Midwife tied a Scarlet Thread,
till he had withdrawn his Hand, Gen.
xxxviil. 28; 29.

In what lamentable Condition muft poor
REBECCcA have been; for if the Child
is pulled by the Arm, that Member will
fooner be feparated from the Body, than for
the Fatus to be {o brought forth.

Pray, where’s the grand Myftery of C Ar-
vin? As for the INTERPOLATOR, is
this Matter of Jeft, when precious Lives are
in imminent Danger, efpecially at the Time
Ignorance did prevail, and that the Midwife
could call no Body to her Help?

4. But to convince the Reader, that the
Words in queftion have been added to
Hosea, with a manifeft Defign to make
a Banter of the Hiftory, as related in Geze-
fis, is the firange Alteration, or rather Cor-
ruption of Mofes’s Expreffion ; for, inftead
of faying, He beld with bis Hand bis Bro-

ther’s Heel, which can never be taken, but
n
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in a literal Senfe, the verb Y 1s introduc’d,
which fignifies to trip up the Heels, to fup-

lant, to cheat, and which gives a different
llj\lntiun from Moses’s Account; for ’tis
as much as to fay, JacoB was a2 Wag, fly,
a Cheat, and deceitful from the very Be-
ginning.

From all thefe feveral Obfervations, which
can hardly be contradited, I draw this In-
ference, That as the Spirit of Gop can
never have directed the Propher to turn into
an infipid Pleafantry, the dangerous Circum-
ftances REBEccA and Ja coB were in, it
follows confequently, that the Words are an

Interpolation, and the Work of a prophane
Fefter, and not to be minded.

Now, if we reftore Hose a to his pri-
mitive Simplicity, The Text fhall run thus.

The Lord bas alfp a Controverfy with Ju-
dah, and will punifh Jacob according to his
Ways, according to his Doings will be recom-
penfe him. He found him in Beth-el, and
there be [pake with bim, and even JEmovam
the Lord of Hoffs, JEnovAH is bis Memorial,

"Tis time to paufe, and to defire the Rea-
der to examine well the two different Solu-
tions I have given to the Objection from the
Prophet Hose a: Let him chufe which he
thinks fit, the WRESTLER is declared in
both of them unworthy of the fublime
Name of JEzov an. CON-
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g ["'IS neceffary to make an end of this

Differtation, in which I have proceed-
ed gradually, and taken- all poffible Care to
maintain my | Hypothefis, wviz. That the
WRrESTLER was but a Man, and alfo to
anfwer all Objections.

To fay more would be fuperfluous ; whe-
ther I have or have!not made good my Al-
legations, I 'muft, entirely -leave it to” the
IMP AR TIAL Reader:
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