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——

MISCELLANEA

An Effay upon the Ancient and
- Modern Learning.

| : Hoever converfes much
among the old Books,
will be {fomething hard

to pleafc among the
New; yet thefe mult have their Part
' too in the Leifure of an idle Man. and
‘have many of them, their Beauties
~as well as their Defau]ts Thofe of
- Story, or Relations of Matter of Fa&,
have a Value from their Subftance, as
- much as from their Form, and the Va-
ricty of Events, is feldom without En-
tertainment or Intru&ion. how indif-
ferently foever the Taleistold. Other
Sorts of Writings have little of Eftecem,
but what they receive from the Wlt
Learning, or Genius of the Authors md
are (tldom met with of any E:-.ce:lency,

becaul;
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becaufe they do but trace over the
Paths that have been beaten by the An-
cients, or Comment, Critick and Flou-
rith upon them and are at beft but
Copies after thofe Originals, unle(s up-
on Subjects never touched by them 3 fuch
as are all that relate to the different
Conftitutions of Religions, Laws, or
Governments in feveral Countries, with
all Matters of Controver{y that arife
ypon them.

Two Peices that have lately pleafed
me ( abftra&ed from any of thefe Sub-
jedts ) are, one in Englifh upon the 4»-
tidelnvian World 5 and another in French,
upon the Plurality of Worlds 5 one writ
by a Divine, and the other by a Gentle-
man but bath very finely in their fe-
veral Kinds, and upon their feveral
. Subjelts, which would have made very
poor work in common Hands: I was
fo pleafed with the laft ( I mean the
Fafhion of it, rather than the Matter,
which is old and beaten ) that Ienquired
for what clfe I could of the famehand,
till I met with a {mall Piece concern-
ing Poefy, which gave me the fame Ex-
ceptmn to, both thefe Authors, whom
I fhould otherwife have been very par-
tial to. For the firft could not end his

SOl Learned
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Fearned Treatife without a Panegy-
rick of Modern Learning and Know-
ledge, in Comparifon of the Ancient :
And the other falls {o grofly into the
genfure of the old Poetry and Preference
of the new, thatI could not read ei-
ther of thefe Strains, without fome In-
dignation, which no Quality among
Men is fo apt to raife in me as Suf-
ficiency, the worlt Compofition out of
the Pride and Ignorance of Mankind.
But thefe two, being not the only Per-
fons of the Age that defena thefe
Opinions, it may be worth examining,
how far cither Reafon or Experience
can be allowed to plead or determin in
their Favour.

The Force of all that I have met
with upon this Subject, either in Talk
or Writing is, firft, as to Knowledge,
that we muft have more than the An-
cients, becaufe we have the Advantage
both of theirs and our own, whichis
commonly iHuftrated by the Similitude
of a Dwarf’s ftanding upon a Gyant’s
fhoulders, and f{ceing more or farther
than he. WNext as to Wit or Genius,
that Nature being {till the fame, thefe
muft be much at a Rate inall Ages,
at leaft in the fame Climats, as the

Growth
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Growth and Size of Plants and Ani-
mals commonly arc; And it both
thefe are allowed, they think the caufe
is gained. But I cannot tell why we
fhould conclude, that the Ancient Wri-
ters had not as much Advantage from
the Knowledge of others, that were
Ancient to them, as we have from
thofe that are Ancient to us. The In-
vention of Printing, has not perhaps,
muoltiplied Books, but only the Copies
of them; and if we believe there weze
Six Hundred Thoufand in the Library
of Prolowzy, we {hall hardly pretend to
equal it by any of ours, not perhaps,
by all put together; I mean (o many
Originals, that have lived any Time,
and thereby given Teftimony of their
having been thought worth preferving.
For the Scribblers arc infinite, that like
Muthrooms or Flies, are born and dye
in fmall circles of time 5 whereas Books
tYike Proverbs, receive their chief Va-
ine from the Stamp and Efteem of
Ages through which they have paf-
fed. Befides, the Account of this Li-
brary at Afexandria, and others very
Voluminous, in the lefler Affieand Rome,
we have frequent mention of Ancient
Writers in many of thofe Books which

we
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we now Call Ancient, both Philof®-
phets and Hiltorians. °Tis true, that
befides what we have in Scripturé con-
cerning the Original and Progrefs of
the Fewifh Nationy all that pafled in
the relt of our World before the Tre-
Jar Warg, is cither {unk in the Depths
of Time, wrapt up in the Myfterics of
Fables, or fo maimed by the Want
of Teltimonies and lofs of Authors,
that it appears to us in too obfcure a
Shade, to make any Judgement upon
it. Forthe Fragments of Masethon about
the Antiquities of Agypz, the Relations
in Fuflin concerning the Scythian Em-
pire, and many others in Herodotus and
Diodorus Siculus, aswell asthe R ecords
of China, make fuch Excurfions be-
yond the Periods of Time given us by
the Holy Scriptures, that we are not
allowed to reafon upon them. And
this Difagreement it felf after fo great
a2 Part of the World became Chriftian,
may have contributed to the Lofs of
many Ancient Authors. For Solomos
tells us cven in his Time, of Writing
many Books therc was no End; and
whoever  confiders the Subje& and the
Stile of Fob, which by many isthought
more ancient than Mofes will hardly

think
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think it was written in an Age of
Country that wanted either Books or
Learnings and yet he fpeaks of the
Ancients then, and their Wildom as we

do now. i, |
But if any fhould {o vety rafhly and
prefumptiouly conclude, That there
were few Books before thofe we have
either Extant or upon Record; yet
that cannot argue there was no Know-
ledge or Learning before thofe Periods
of Time, whereof they give us the {hort
Account. Booksmay be Helps to Learn=
ing and Know!ledge, and make it more
common and difufed; but I doubt,
whether they are neceflary ones or no,
or much advance any other Science;
beyond the particular Records of Actis
ons or Regifters of Time; and thefe
perhaps, might be as long preferved
without them, by the Care and Exa&-
nefs of Tradition in the long Succef-
fions of certain Races of Men, with
whom they wereintrufted. Soin Mexico
and Perx, before the leaft ufe or Mention
of Letters, there was remaining among
them, the Knowledge of what had pafled
in thofe mighty Nations and Govern:
ments for many Ages. Whereas in Ire-
land, that is {aid to have flourifhed in
Books
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Books and Learning before they had
much Progref(s in Gaul or Brittany; there
are now hardly any Traces leftof what
paffed there, before the Conqueft made
of that Country by the Englifh in Hen-
ry the Second’s Time. A ftrange but
plain Demonftration, how Knowledge
‘and Ignorance, as well as Civility and
' Barbarifm, may {ucceed each other in
' the feveral Countries of the World,
' how much better the Records of Time
' may be kept by Tradition inone Coun-
try than Writing in another 5 anc how
'much we owe to thofe Learned Lan-
' guages of Greek and Latin, without
'which, for ought I know, the World
| in all thefe Weftern Parts, would hardly
' be known to have been above five of
' fix Hundred Years old, norany certainty
' remain of what pafled in it before that
- Time,
'Tis true, in the Eafferr Regions,
" there feems to have been a general Cuft-
~om of the Priefts in each Country s
“having been either by theirown Choice,
or by Defign of the Governments, the
perpetual Confervers of Knowledge and
Story. Only in China, this laft was
committed particularly to certain Offi-
cers of State, who were appointed or
con-
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continued upon every Acceflion to that
Crown, to regilter diftinctly the Times
and memorable Events of cach Reign.
In Athiopia, Htaypt, Chaldea, Perfra, Sy
riq, j::dr:_sf, thefé, Catres were commit-
ted wholly to the Priclts who were
not lefs diligent in the Regifters of
Times and A&ions, than in the Study
and {ucce(five Propagation thereby ofall
Nataral Science and Philofophy. Whe-
ther this was managed by Letters, or
Tradition, or by both 5 ’tis ceftain the
Auncient Colledges, or Societics of Priefts,
were mighty Refervoirs or Lakes of
Knowledge, into which {ome Streams
eatred perhaps cvery Age, from the
Obfervations or Inventions of any great
Spirits or tranfcendent Genius's, that
happened to rife among them: And
nothing was Joft out of thefe Stores,
fince the Part of conferving what othierg
have gained, eitherinKnowledg€ orEma
pire, 15 as common and cafy, as the
other is hard and rare among Men.

In thefe Soils were planted and cul-
tivated thofe mighty Growths of Afre-
nonry, Aftrology, Magick, Geometry, Na-
tural  Philofophy, ~and Ancient Story.
From thele Sources, Orphens, Homer,
Lycurgus, Pythagoras, Plata, and ot’heri

SR47
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of the Ancients, are acknowledged to
have drawn all thofe Depths of Know=
ledge or Learning, which have made
them f{o Renowned .in all fucceeding
Ages. 1 make a Diftintion between
thefe Two, taking Knowledge to be
properly meant of things that are ge-
_nerally agreed to be true by Conlent
of thofe that firt found them out, or
have been fince inftructed in them;
but Learning is the Knowledge of the
- different and contefted Opinions of
' Men in former Ages, and about which
' they have perhaps never agreed in any ;
" and this makes fo much of one, and fo
- little of the other in the World.
- Now to judge, Whether the Anci-
ents or Moderns, can be probably
. thought to have made the greateft Pro-
. grefs in the Search and Difcoveries of
. the vaft Region of Truth and Nature ;
it will be worth inquiring, What
. Guides have been ufed, and what La-
bours imploy’d by the one and the
other 1n thefe Noble Travels and Pur-
| elIES. finn
The Modern Scholars have their u-
fual Recourfe to the Univerfities of their
Countries ; fome few it may be to thofe
of their Neighbours ; and this, in queﬂfz
B o
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of Books rather than Men: for their
Guides, though thefe are living, and
thofe in Comparifon, but dead Inftru-
¢tors; which like a Hand with an In-
fcription , can point out the ftraight
Way upon the Road, but can neither
tell you the next Turnings, refolve
your Doubts, or anfwer your Quefti-
ons, like a Guide that has traced it
over, and perhaps knows it as well as
his Chamber. And who are thefe dead
Guides we feek in our Journey ? They
are at beft but fome few Authors
that remain among us, of a great ma-
ny that wrote in Greek and Latin,
from the Age of Hypocrates to that
of Mareus Antoninus, which reaches not
much above Six Hundred Years. Before
that time 1 know none, befidesfome Po-
cts, fome Fables, and fome few Epi-
ftles: and fince that time, T know ve-
ry few that can pretend to be Authors,
rather than Tranfcribers or Commenta-
tors of the Ancient Learning : Now
to confider at what Sources our An-
cients drew their Water, and with
what unwearied Pains: 'Tis evident,
Thales and Pythagoras were the Two
Founders of the Grecian Philofophy ;

the Firfl, gave Beginning ‘to the Zowick
i SE&,
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Sect, and the other to the talick ; out
of which, all the others celebrated in
Greece or Rome were derived or com-
pofed : Thales was the Firft of the
Sopbi, or Wife Men, Famous in Greece,
and 1s faid to have learned his Affro-

momy, Geometry, Aftrology, Theology, 1n
- his Travels from his Country Miletus,

to Zgypt, Phenicia, Crete, and Delphos :
Pythagoras was the Father of Philofo-
phers, and of the Virtues, having 1n
Modefty, chofen the Name of a Lover
of Wifdom rather than of Wife; and

. having firft introduced the Namf:s of

the Fnur Cardinal Virtues, and given
them the Place and Rank they have
held ever fince in the World : Of thefe
Two Mighty Men remain no Writings
at all, for thofe Golden Verfes, that go
under the Name of Pythagoras , are
generally reje€ted as fpurious, like ma-
ny other Fragments of Sybils or Old
Poets, and fome intire Poems that run
with Ancient Names: Nor is it agreed,
Whether he ever left any thing writ-
ten to his Scholars or Contempurarles
or whether all that learn’t of him, did
it not by the Ear and Memory ; and
all that remained of him, for fome fuc-
ceeclmg Ages, were not by Tradition.

B 2 Buc
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But whether thefe ever writ or no,
they were the Fountains, out of which
the following Greek Philofophers drew
all thofe Streams that have f{ince water-
ed the Studies of the Learned World,
and furnifhed the Voluminous Writings
of o many Se&s, as pafled afterwards
under the common Name of Philofo-
phers.

As there were Guides to thofe that
we call Ancients, fo there were others
that were Guides to them, in whofe
Search they travelled far and laboured
long. -

There 1s nothing more agreed, than,
That all the Learning of the Greeks
was deduced Originally from Egypz
or Phanicia; but, Whether theirs
might not have flourifhed to that De-
gree it did, by the Commerce of the
Ethiopians, Chaldgans, Arabians, and
Indians, 1s not fo evident, (though I
am very apt to believe it) and to
mo{t of thefe Regions fome of the
Grecians travelled, in Search of thofe
Golden Mines of Learning and Know-
ledge : Not to mention the Voyages
of Orpheus, Mufwus, Lycurgus, Thales,
Solon, Democritus, Flerodotus, Plato, and
that vain Sophift, Apollonius, (who

© Was
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was but an Ape of the Ancient Phi-
lofophers) I fhall only trace, thofe of
Pythagoras, who feems, of all others,
to have gone the fartheft upon this De-
fign, and to have brought home the
greateft Treafures. He went firft to
Egypt, where he fpent Two and T'wenty
Yearsin Study and Converfation,among
the {feveral Colleges of -Priefts, in
Memphis, Thebes and Heliopolis, was ini-
tiated in all their feveral Myfteries, in
order to gain Admittance and Inftru-

. ction, in the Learning and Sciences that
. were there, in their higheft Afcendent.

Twelve Years he fpent in Babylon, and
in the Studies and Learning of the
Priefts or Magi of the Chaldeans. Be-

fides thefe long abodes, in thofe Two

Regions, celebrated for Ancient Learn-
ing, and where one Author, according
to their Calculations, fays, He gained
the Obfervations of innumerable Ages,
RHe Travelled likewife upon the fame
fcent, into thiopia, Arabia, India, to
Crete, to Delphos, and ta all the Oracles
that were Renowned in any of thefe
Regions.

What fort of Morals, fome of thofe
may. have been, that he went fo far
to feek, I fhall only endeavour to Trace

‘out, by the moft ancient Accounts, that

s are
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are gwven of the Judian Brackmans, f{ince
thofe of the Learned or Sages in the
other Countries, occur more frequent
in Story. Thefe, were all of one Race
or Tribe, that was kept chaft from any
other Mixture, and were dedicated
wholly to the Service of the Gods, to
the Studies of Wifdom and Nature,
and to the Councel of their Princes.
There was not only particular Care
taken of their Birth and Nurture, but
even from their Conception. For when
a Woman among them, was known
to have Conceived, much Thought and
Diligence was imployed about her Diet
and Entertainments, {o far, as to furnifh
her with pleafant Imaginations, to com-
pofe her Mind and her Sleeps, with
the beft Temper, during the Time fhe
carried her Burthen. This, 1 take to
be a Strain, beyond all the Grecian
Wit, or the Conftitutions even of their
imaginary Law-givers, who began their
cares of Mankind, only after their Birth,
and none before.  Thofe of the Brack:
mans, continued in the fame Degree for
their Education and Inftrution, in
which,” and their Studies, and Difci-
pline "of their Colleges, or feparate
Abodes in Woods and Fields, they fpent |
Thirty Scven Years. 'The’ir'Learning
g a v ) : an
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and Inftitutions, were unwritten, and
only traditional among themfelves, by
a perpetual Succeffion. Their Opini-
ons in Natural Philofophy, were, That
the World was round, that it had a
Beginning, and would have an End,
but reckoned both by immenfe Periods
of Time; That the Author of it, was a
Spirit, or a Mind, that pervaded the
v.hol& Univerfe, and was diffufed
through all the Parts of it. They

held the Tranfmigration of Souls, and
fome ufed Difcourfes of Infernal Man-
fions, in many things , like thofe of
\ Plato.  Their Moral Philofophy, con-
fifted chiefly in preventing all Difea-
fes or Diftempers of the Body, from
~which, they efteemed the perturbati-
on of Mind, in a great meafure to a-
rif. Then, in compofing the Mind,
and exempting it trom all anxious
Cares, efteeming the troublefome and
{ulllmtnus Thoughts, about Paft and
Future, to be like fo many Dreams,
and no more to be regarded. They de_
fpifed both life and death, plea[ure and
pain, or at leaft thought them perfectly
indifferent. Their Juftice, was exack
and exemplary, their Temperance fo
great, that they lived uwpon Rice or

B 4 ~ Herbs,
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Herbs, and upon nothing that had fens
fitive Life. If they fell fick, they count-
ed it fuch a Mark of Intemperance,
that they would frequently dye, out of
Shame and Sullennefs, but many lived
a Hundred and Fifty, and fome Two
Hundred Years. oy}

Their Wifdom was fo highly efteem-
ed, that fome of them were always
imployed to follow the Courts of their
Kings, to advife them upon all Occa-
fions, and inftruct them in Juftice
and ‘Piety ; and vpon this Regard, Ca-
lanus, and fome others, are faid to have
tollowed the Camp of Alexander, af-
ter his Conqueft of one of their Kings.
The Magical Operations, reported of
them, are o wonderful, that they muft
either be wholly disbelieved, or will
make ealie way; for the Credit of all
thafe,: that we fo often meet with, in
the latter Relations of the Zudies. A-
bove all the reft ; their Fortitude was
moft admirable in their Patience and
Endurance of all Evils, of Pain, and of
Death; fome ftanding, fitting, lying,
without any Motion, whale days to-
gether in the ‘fcorching Sup ; others
{tanding ‘whale nights upon ene Leg,
and helding up' a heavy 'Piece ‘of Woad
O TR e ot



Lifz'] -
or Stone in both hands, without ever
moving, (which might be done, upon
fome fort of Penances ufual among
them.) They frequently ended their
Lives, by their own Choice, and not
Neceffity, and moft ufually by Fire;
fome upon Sicknefs, others upon Mif~
fortunes, fome upon meer fatiety of
Life; fo Calanus, in Alexander's time,
burnt himfelf publickly , upon grow-
ing old and infirm; Zormanochages , in
the time of Auguftus, upon his conftant
Health and Felicity, and to prevent his
hving fo long, as to fall into Difeafes
or Misfortunes. Thefe were the Brach-
mans of India, by the moft Ancient
Relations remaining of them, and
which compared with our Modern,
( fince Navigation and Trade have dif-
covered fo much of thofe vaft Coun-
tries ) make it eafie to conjeCure, that
the prefent Baniams have derived from
them many of their Cuftoms and Opi-
nions, which are ftill very like them,
after the courfe of Two Thoufand
Years. For how long, Nations, with-

~out the Changes, introduced by Cop-

queft, may continue in the fame Cuy-

- ftoms, Inftitutions, and Opinions, will

be eafily obferved, in the Stories of the
¢ ; . : . P er. -
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Peruvians, and Mexicans, of the Chine-
fes and Scythians : Thefe laft, being

defcribed by FHerodotus, to ledge al-
ways in Carts, and to feed commonly
vpon the Milk of Mares, as the
Zartars are reported to do at this time,
in many Parts of thofe vaft Narrbar#
Regions.

From thefe Famous Zndians, it I’eems
to me moft probable, that Pythagoras
fearn’d, and tranfported into Greece and
Italy, the greateft Parc of his Natural
and Moral Philofophy, rather than
from the Agyptians, as is commonly
fuppofed: For 1 have not obferved,
any mention of the Tranfmigration of
Souls, held among the Egyptians, more
ancient than the time of Pythagoras:

On the contrary, Orphess is faid to

have brought out of Egypt,. all his
Myftical Theology, with the Stories
of the 8tygian Lake, Charon, the Infer-
nal Judges, which were wrought up,
by the fucceeding Pocts (with a mix-
ture of the Cretan Tales, or Traditi-
ons) into that part of the Pagan Re-

ligion, fo long obferved by the Greeks

and Romans. Now ’tis obvious, that
this was in all parts very different
from the Pyrbagarean Opinion of Tranl-

migration,
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migration, which, though it was pre-
ferved long, among fome of the fuc-
ceeding Philofophers, yet never enter-
ed into the vulgar Belief of Greece or
Italy.
- Nor does it feem unlikely, that the
Egyptians  themfelves might have
drawn much of their Learning from
the Zudians, for they are obferved, in
fome Authors, to have done it from
the Athiopians ; and Chronologers, I
think, agree, that thefe were a Colo-
-ny, that came anciently from the Ri-
‘ver Indus, and planted themfelves up-
on that Part of Africa, which from
their Name, was afterward called
Aithiopia, and in probability, brought
their Learning and their Cuftoms with
them. The Phenicians are likewife
faid to have been anciently a Colo-
ny that came from the Red Sea, and
planted themfelves upon the Mediter-
ranean, and from thence fpread fo far
the Fame of their Learning, and their
Navigations.

To ftrengthen this Canje€ture, of
much Learning being derived from
fuch remote and ancient Fountains as
the Zndies, and perhaps China ; it may
be aflerted with great Evidence, that
- A though
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though we know little of the Anti-
quities of India, beyond Alexander’s
time ; yet thofe of China are the
oldeft that any where pretend to any
fair Records: For thefe are agreed,
by the Miflionary Jefuits, to extend
fo far above Four Thoufand Years’;
and with fuch Appearance of clear and
undeniable Teftimonies, that thofe Re-
ligious Men themfelves, rather than
queftion their Truth, by finding them
contrary to the vulgar Chronology
of the Scripture, are content to have
recourfe to that of the Sepruagint,
and thereby, to falve the Appearan-
ces, 1n thole Records of the Chinefes.
Now though we have been deprived
the knowledge of what Courfe Learn-
ing may have held, and to what heights
it may ‘have foared, in that vaft Regi-
on, and during fo great Antiquity of
time, by reafon of the Savage Ambiti-
on of one of their Kings, who defirous
to begin the Period of Hiftory, from
his own Reign, ordered all Books to be
burnt, except thofe' of Phyfick and A-
griculture ; fo that, what we have re-
maining befides, of that wife and an-
cient' Natiop, 1s but what was either
by Chance, or by private Induftry, rf:l;-

cue
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cued out of that publick Calamity
(among which, were a Copy of the
Records and Succeflions of the Crown)J;
yet it is obfervable and agreed, that
as the Opinions of the Learned among
them are at prefent, fo they were an-
ciently divided into Two Seéts, 'where-
of one held the Tranfmigration of
Souls, and the other the Eternity of
Matter , comparing the World to a
great Mafs of Metal, out of which
fome Parts .are continually made up
into a Thoufand various Figures, and
after certain Periods, Melted down a-
gain into the fame Mafs. “That there
were many Volumes, written of old
in' Natural Philofophy among them:
That near the Age of Socrates; lived
their Great and Renowned Confutius,
who began the fame Defign, of reclaim-
ing Men from the ufelefs' and end-
lefs Speculations of WNature, to thofe
of Morality. But with this Difference,
that the Bent of the Grecian feemed
to be chiefly upon the Happinefs of
private Men or Families, but  that
of the Chinefe, upon the good Tempe-
rament and Felicity of fuch Kingdoms
or Governments as that was, and is
known to have continued for feveral

Thoufands
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Thoufands of Years; and may be pro-
perly called;, a Government of Learned
Men, fince no other are admitted into
Charges of the State. .

For my own part, I am much incli
ned to believe, that in thefe Remote
Regions, not only Pythagoras learn’'d
the firft Principles, both of his Natural
and- Moral Philofophy ; but that thoft
of Democritus (who Travelled into
Agypt, Chaldea, and India, and whofe
Doctrines were after improved by Eps-
cures) might have been derived from
the fame Fountains, and ' that Ilong
before them both, Lycurgus, who like-
wife Travelled into Zudia, brought from
thence allo, the chief Principles of his
Laws and Politicks, fo much Renowned
i the World.

For whoever obferves the Account
alrcady given of the Ancient Indian,
and Chinefe Learning and Opinions,
will eafily find among them the Seeds
of all thefe Grecian Produ&ions and
Inftitutions: As the Tranfmigration
of Souls, and the four Cardinal Vir-
tues. The long Silence injoined his
Scholars, and Propagation of their Do-
¢trines by Tradition, rather than Let-
ters, and' Abftinence from all Me:;.]ts,

~ that
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that had Animal Life, introduced by
Pythagoras. The Eternity of Matter,
with perpetual Changes of Form, the
Indolence of Body, and Tranquility of
Mind, by Epicaras. And among thofe
of Lycurgus ; the care of Education
from the Birth of Children, the Auffere
Temperance of Diet, the patient endu-
rance of Toil and Pain, the negle& or
contempt of Life, the ufe of Gold and
Silver only in their Temples, the Deferice
of Commerce with Strangers, and fe-
~ veral others, by him eftablithed among
' the Spartans, feem all to be wholly /»-
- dian,; and’‘different’ from any Race
. or Vein of Thought and Imagination,
that have everappeared in Greece, either

i ‘that ‘Age or any fince.

It may look like a Paradox, to de-
duce Learning from Regions account-
ed ‘commonly fo barbarous and rude.
And ‘tis true, ‘the generality of People
were always fo, in thofe Eaffern Coun-
tries, and their Lives wholly turned to
Agriculture , to Mechanicks, or to
Trades : But this does not hinder
particular Races or Succeflions of Men,
(the defign of whofe Thought and Time,
was turned wholly to Learning and
Knowledge) from having been what
e | they
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they are reprefented, and what they
deferve to be efteemed ; fince among
the Gauls, the Goths, and the Peruvians
themfelves, there have been fuch Ra-
cesof Men under the Namesof Draids,
Bards, Amaatas, Runers, and other bar-
barous Appellations. .

Befides, 1 know no Circumftances,
like to Contribute more to the ad-
vancement of Knowledge and Learn-
ing among Men, than exa&t Tempe-
rance in their Races, great purenefs of
Air, and equality of Clymate, long
Tranquility of Empire or Government :
And all thefe we may juftly allow to
thofe Eaffern Regions, more than any
others we are acquainted with, at leaft
till the Conquefts made by the Zartars,
upon both Z#dia and China, in the latter
Centuries. However, it may be as par-
donable, to derive fome Parts of Learn-
ing from thence, asto go fo far, forthe
Game of Chefs, which {fome Curious and
Learned Men have deduced from Zndia
into Europe, by two feveral Roads, that
is, by Perfia into Greece, and by Ara-
biainto Africk and Spain. | |

Thus much I thought might be al-
lowed me to fay, for the giving fome
Tdea of what thofe Sages or Learned

- Men
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Men were, or may have beern, who
were Ancients to thofe that are Ans
cients to us. Now to obferve what
thefe have been, i1s more eafie and ob-
vious. The moft Ancient Grecians that
we are at all acquainted with, after
Lycurgus, who was. certainly a great
Philotopher as well as Law-gver,
were the {even Sages. Tho’ the Court
of Crezfus, is faid to have been much
- reforted to, by the Sophifls of Greece,
| in the happy beginnings of his Reign,
' And fome of theie {even, {feem to have
brought moft of the Sciences cut of
Agypt and Phenicia, into Greece ; par-
ticularly tholfe of A4/frenomy, Aftrology,
Geometry, and Arithmetick, Thefe were
foon followed , by Pythagoras , (whe

feems to have introduced Natural and
Moral Philofophy) and by feveral of
his Followers, both in Greece and Iraly.
But ofall thefe, there remains nothing
in Writing now among us 3 fo that
Hyppocrates, Plato, and Xenophon, are
the firflt Philofophers , whole Works
have cfcaped the Injuries of time. But
that we may not conclude, the fir(t Wri-
ters we have of the Grecians, were the
firft Learned or Wife among them ; We
fhall find upon inquiry, that the more
.- ancient



(%26 )

ancient Sages of Greece, appear by the:
Characters remaining of them, to have!
been much the greater Men. They
were generally Princes or Law-givers:
of their Countries, or at leaft offered|
and invited to befo, either of their own
or of others, that defired them to frame
or reform their feveral Inftitutions of
Civil Government. They were coms-
monly excellent Poets, and great Phy-
{icians ; they were fo learned in Na-
tural Philofophy, that they fore-told,
not only Eclipfes in the Heavens, but
Earthquakes at Land, and Storms at
Sea, great Drowths and great Plagues,
much Plenty, or much Scarcity of cer~
tain forts of Fruits or Grain; not to
mention the Magical Powers attribu-
~ ted tofeveral of them, to allay Storms,
to raife Gales, to appeafe Commotions
of People, to make Plagues ceafe ; which
Qualities, whether upon any ground of
Truth or no, yetif well believed, muft
have raifed them to that {trange height
they were at, of common Efteem and
Honour, in their own and fucceceding
Ages. -
By all this may be determined, whe-
_ther our Moderns or our Ancients,
may have had . the greater and the bet-
' tet
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ter Guides, and which of them have
taken the greater pains, and with the
more Application in the Purfuit of
Knowledge. And ! think, it is enough
to fhew, that the Advantages we have,
from thofe we call the Ancients, may
not be greater, than what they had
from thofe that were fo to them.

But after all, I do not know whe-
ther the high flights of Wit and Know-
ledge, like thofe of Power and of Em-
pire in the World, may not have been
- made by the pure Native Force of
Spirit or Genius, in fome fingle men,
rather than by any derived ftrength
among them , however increaled by
Succeflion ; and whether they may not
have been the Atchievements of Na-
ture, rather than the Improvements of
Art. Thus the Conquefls of Ninus
and Semiramis, of Alexander and Ta-
merlane, which 1 take to have been
the greateft Recorded in Story, were
at their heighth, in thofe Perfons that
began them; and fo far from being
increafed by their Succeffors, that they
were not preferved in their extent and
vigor by any of them, grew weaker
in every hand they pafied through,
or were divided into many, that fes

Ca2 up
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up for great Princes, out of feveral fmali
ruins of the firft Empires, till they wi~'
thered away in time, or were loft by
the change of Names, and Forms of
Families or of Governments.

Juft che fame Fate feems to have at-
tended the higheft flights of Learning
and of Knowledge, that are upon our
Regifters. 7Zhales, Pythagoras, Demo-
critus, Hyppocrates, Plato, Ariftotle,
Epicurus, were the firlt mighty Con-
querors of Ignorance in our World,
and made grearer Progrefles in the fe-
veral Empires of Science, than any of
their Succeflors have been fince able
to reach. * Thefe have hardly ever pre-
tended more, than to learn what the
others taught, to remember what they
invented, and not able to compafs that
ic felf, they have fet up for Authors,
upon fome Parcels of thofe great Stocks,
or elfe have contented themfelves only
to- comment upon thofe Texts, and
make the beft Copies they could, after
thofe Originals. S |

[' have long thought, that' the dif-
ferent Abilities of Men, which we call
Wifdom or Prudence, for the Conduét
of Publick Affairs or Private Life, grow
directly out of 'that little -grain of In<
' = telleck
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telle€ or Good Senfe, which they
bring with them into the World ; and
that the Defect of it in Men, comes -
from {ome Want in their Conception
or Birth.

Dixitq; femel Nafcentibus Author.
Quicquid [cire licet ,

And though this may be improved
or impaired in fome Degree, by acci-
. dents of Education, of Study, and of
. Converfationand Bufinefs, yetitcannot
| go beyond the reach of its Native
Force, no more than Life can, beyond
the Period to which it was deflined,
by the Strength or Weaknefs of the fe-
minal Virtue.

If thefe Speculations fhould be true,
then I know not what Advantages we
can pretend to Modern Knowledge, by -
any we receive from the Ancients;
Nay, ’tis pofiible, Men may lofe rather
than gain by them; may leflen the
Force and Growth of their own Genius,
by conftraining and forming it upon
that of others; may have lefs Know-
ledge of their own, for contenting
themfelves with that of thofe before
them. So a Man that only T'ranflates,

3 fhall
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#hall never be a Poet, nor a Painter
that only Copies, nor a Swimmer that
Swims always with Bladders. So Peo-
ple that truft wholly to others Cha-
rity, and without Induftry of their own,
will be always poor. Befides, who
can tell, whether Learning may not
even weaken Invention, ina Man that
has great Advantages from Nature and
Birth ; whether the weight and nums
, ber of {o many other Mens thoughts
and notions, may not fupprefs his own,
or hinder the moticn and agitation of
them, from which all Invention arifes;
As heaping on Wood, or too many
Sticks, or too clofe together, fuppref-
{es, and fometimes quite extinguifhes
a little Spark that would otherwife
have grown up to a noble Flame.
The ftrength of mind as well as of
body, grows more from the warmth
of Exercife, than of Cloaths; nay, too
much of this Foreign heat, rather makes
Men faiat, and their Conftitutions ten-
der or weaker, than they would be
without them. Let it come about
how it will, if we are Dwarfs, we
are {till fo, though we ftand upon a
Gyant’s fhoulders ; and cven fo placed,
yet we fee lefs than he, if we are na-
" turally
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turally fhorter fighted, or if we do not
look as much about us, or if we are
dazled with the height, which often
happens from weaknels either of Heart
or Brain.

In the growth and {lature of Souls
as well as Bodies, the common pro-
ductions are of indifferent fizes, that
occafion no gazing nor no wonder; But
tho’ there are or have been fometimes
Dwarts and fometimes Gyants in the
World, yet it does not follow , that
there muft be fuch in every Age nor
in every Country: This we can no
more conclude, than that there never
have been any, becaufe there are none
now, at leaft in the compals of our
prefent Knowledge or Inquiry. As [
believe, there ‘may have been Gyants
at fome time, and fome place or other
in the World, of fuch a flature, as
may not have been equalled perhaps a-
gain, in feveral Thoufands of Years,
~or in any other Parts; {o there mavy
- be Gyants in Wit and Knowledge, of {o
over-grown a fize, as not to be equal-
led again in many fucceflions of Ages,
or any compafs of Place or Coun-
try. Such, Iam fure, Lucretius eficems
and defcribes Epicurus to have been,

C 4 and
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and to have rifen, like a Prodigy of |
Invention and Knowledge, fuch as had
not been before, nor was like to be a- |
gain; and | know not why others of
the Ancients may hot be allowed to
have been as great in their Kinds, and
to have Luilt as high, though upon
different Schemes or Foundations. Be-
caufe there is a Srag’s Head at 4mboyfe,
of 2 moft prodigious fize, and a large
Table at Memorancy, cut out of the
thizkpels of a Vine-ftock, is it necefe
fary, that there muft be, every Age,
fuch a Stag in cvery great Foreft, or
fuch a Vine in every large Vineyard ;
or that the Productions of Nature in
any kind, muft be ftill alike, or fone-
thing near it, becaufe Nature is fill
ihe fame? May there not many Cirs
cumitances concur to one Producion,
that do not to any other, in one or
many Ages? [n the growth of a Tree,
there is the native Strength of the Seed,
both from the Kind, and from the Per-
feCtions of its ripening, and from the
Health and Vigor of the Plant that
bore it. There is the Degree of Strength
and Excellence, in that Vein of Earth
where 1t firft took Root; There is a
Propriety of Soil , fuited to the kinr:if

0
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of Tree that grows in it; there is a
great favour or dis-favour to its growth,
trom Accidents of Warer and of Shelter,
from the Kindnefs or Unkindnefs of Sea-
fons, tillitbe paft the Need or the Dan-
ger of them. All thefe, and perhaps
many others, joined with the Propiti-
- oufnefs of Climate, to that fort of T'ree,
and the length of Age, it fhail {tand and
grow, may produce an Oak, a Fig, or
a Plain Tree, that thall deferve to be re-
nowred in Story, and fhall not perhaps
~ be parallel’d in other Countries or Times.
. May not the fame have happened in

the Production, Growth, and Size of
Wit and Genius in the World, or in
fome Parts or Ages of it, and from ma-
ny more Circumftances that contributed
towards it, than what may concur to
the ftupendous Growth of a Tree or
Animal ¢ May there not have been, in
Greece or Italy of old, fuch Prodigies of
Invention and Learning in Philofophy,
Mathematicks, Pbyficky Oratory, Poetry,
that none has ever fince approached
them, as well as there were in Painting,
Statuary, Architecture; and yet their un-
parallel’d and inimitable Excellencies in
thefe are undifputed ?

Science
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Science and Arts have run their
Circles, and had their Periods in the
{everal Parts of the World ; They are
generally agreed, to have held their
courfe from FEaff to Weft, to have be-
gun in Chaldea and Egypt, to have been
Tranfplanted from thence to Greece,
from Greece to Rome; to have funk
there, and after many Ages, to have
revived from thofe Athes, and to have
{prung up again, both in Ztaly and
other more Weftern Provinces of Europe.
When Chaldea and Egypt were Learned
and Civil, Greece and Rome were as
rude and barbarous as all Zgypr and
Syria now are, and have been long.
When Greece and Rome were at their
Heights, in Arts and Science, Gaul,
Germany, Britain, were as ignorant and
barbarous, as any Parts of Greece or
Turkey can be now. |

Thefe, and greater Changes, are made
in the feveral Countries of the World,
and courfes of time by the Revolutions
of Empire, the Devaftions of Armies,
the Cruelties of Conquering, and the
Calamities of enflaved Nations; by the
violent Tnundations of Water in {ome
Countries, and the Cruel Ravages of
Plagues 1n others. Thefe forts of Ac-

cudents,
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cidents, fometimes lay them fo watte,
that when they rife again, ’tis from
fuch low beginnings, that they look
like New-Created Regions, or grow-
ing out of the Original State of Man-
kind, and without any Records or
Remembrances, beyond certain fhort
periods of time. Thus that vaft Con-
tinent of Norway, i1s faid to have been
{fo wholly defolated by a Plague, about
Eight or Nine Hundred Years ago,
that it was for fome Ages following,
a very Defart, and fince all over-grown
with Wood; And Zreland was fo {poiled
and wafted by the Conquelts of the
Scutes and Dawes, that there hardly
remains any Story or Tradition, what
that fland was, how Planted or Go-
verned above Five Hundred Years ago.
What Changes have bcen made by
Violent Storms, and lnundations of
the Sea, in the Maritime Provinces of
the Low-Countries, is hard to know,
or to believe what is told, nor how igno-
rant they have left us, of all that paffed
there, before a certain and fhort period
of time.

The Accounts of many other Coun-
tries, would perhaps, as hardly, and
as late, have waded out of the Depths

’ of
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of Time, and Gulphs of Ignorance, had
it not been for the Affiftance of thofe
two Languages, to which we owe all
we have, of Learning or Ancient Re-
cords in the World. For whether we
have any thing of the Old Chaldean,
Hebrew, Arabian, that is truly Genuine,
or more Ancient than the Auguffan Age,
I am much in doubt ; yet ’tis probable,
the valt Alexandrian Library muft have
chiefly confifted of Beoks compofed in
thole Languages, with the Zgyptian
Syrian and Athiopick,or at leaft, Tran-
{lated out of them by the Care of the
Egyprian Kings or Priefts, as the 0/d
Teftament was wherein the Septuagints
imployed, lefe their Name to that Fa-
mous Tranflation.

"Tis very true and juft, all that is faid
of the mighty Progrefs that Learning
and Knowledge have made in thefe We-
Jlern Parts of Europe, within thefe hun-
dred and filty Years; but that does not
conclude, 1t muft be at greater Heighth
than 1t had been in other Countries,
where it was growing much longer Pe-
riods of Time ; it argues more how low
it was then amongft us, rather than how
high it is now.

Upon



B33

Upon the Fall of the Roman Empire,
almoft all Learning was buried in its
Ruines: The Northern Nations that
Conquered, or rather overwhelmed it
by their Numbers, were too barbarous
to preferve the Remains of Learning
or Civility, more carefully than they
did thofe of Statuary or Architecture,
which fell before their Brutifh Rage.
The Saracess indeed from their Con-
quefts of Egypt, Syria, and Greece,
carried home great Spoils of Learn-
ing, as well as other Riches, and gave
the Original of all that Knowledge,
which flourifhed for fome time a-
mong the Arabians, and has fince been
~copied out of many Authors among
them, as theirs have been out of thole
of the Ccuntries they had fubdued ;
nor indeed, do Learning, Civility, Mo-
rality, feem any where to have made
a greater Growth, in fo fhort a time,
than in that Empire, nor to have flou-
rithed more than in the Reign of their
Great Almanzor, under whofe Victori-
ous Enfigns, 8pain was Conquered by
the Moors; but the Gorhs, and all the
reft of thofe Scythian Swarms that
~ from beyond the Danule and the Elb,
iinder fo many feveral Names , over-

run
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run all Europe, took very hardly, and
very late any Tincture of the Learning
and Humanity that bad flourithed in
the {everal Regions of it, under the Pro-
tection, and by the Example and In-
{tructions of the Romans, that had fo
long poflefled them : Thofe Northern
Nations were indeed eafier induced to
imbrace the Religion of thofe they had
{ubdued, and by their Devotion gave
areat Authority and Revenues, and
thereby Eafe to the Clergy, both Se-
cular and Regular, through all their
Conqueflls. Great numbers of the better
fort,among the Opprefied Natives, find-
ihg this vein among them, and no other
way to be fafe and quiet under fuch
rough Mafters, betook themfelves to
the Profeffion and Afiemblies of Reli-
gious Orders and Fraternities , and a-
mong thofe only were preferved all
the poor Remainders of Learning, in
thefe feveral Countries.

But thele good Men, either content-
ed themfelves with thewr Devotion, or
with the Eafe of quiet Lives, or elfe
imployed their Thoughts and Studies
to raife and maintain the Efteem and
Authority of that Sacred Order, to-
which they owed the Safety and Re-

pole,
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pofe, the Wealth and Honour they ine
joyed. And in this they fo well fuc-
ceeded, that the Conquerors were go-
verned by thofe they had fubdled,
the Greateft Princes by the Meaneft
Priefts, and the Victorious Franks and
Lombard Kings, fell at the Feet of the
Roman Prelates.

Whilt the Clergy were bufied in
thefe Thoughts or Studies, the better
fort among the ILaity were wholly
turned to Arms and to Honour, the
meaner fort to Labour or to Spoil;
Princes taken up with Wars among
themfelves, or in thofe of the Holy
Land, or between the Popes and Em-
perors, upon Difputes of the Ecclefia-
ftical and Secular Powers ; lLearning
{o little in ufe among them, that few
could write or read , befides thofe of
the Long Robes. During this Courfe
of Time, which lafted many Ages in
the Weftern Parts of Europe, the
Greek Tongue was wholly loft, and
the Purity of the Roman to that de-
gree, that what remained of it, was
only a certain Jargon rather than La-
tin, that paffed among the Moxnks and
Fryars who were at all Learned; and
among the Students of the feveral

Univer-
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Univetfities, which ferved to carry
them to Rome in purfuit of Preferments
or Caules depending there, and little

clfe. |
When the Turks tock Conflantinople,
about Two hundred Years ago, and
foon after pofilefled themfelves of all
Greece, the poor Natives fearing the
Tyraony of thofe cruel Mafters, made
their Efcapes in great numbers to the
Neighbouring Parts of Chriftendom,
fome by the Auffrian Territorics into
Germany, others by the FPewetian into
Italy and France ; f{everal that were
Learned among thefe Grecians, (and
brought many Aoncient Books with
them in that Language) began to teach
it in thefe Countries; firft to gain
Subfiftence, and afterwards Favour in
fome Princes, or Great Mens Courts,
who began to take a Pleafure or Pride
1n countenancing Learned Men. Thus
began the Reftoration of Learning in
thefe Parts, with that ot the Greef
Tongue; and foon after, Reuchlyn and
Erafmus began that of the purer and
ancient Latin. After them, Bachanan
carried ir, I think, to the greateft
Heighth of any of the Moderns before
or fince: The Monkifh Latin upon this
Return
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Return, was laughed out of Doors,
and remains only in the Inns of
Germany or Poland ; and with the Re-
ftitution of thefe two Noble Langua-
ges, and the Books remaining of them,
(which many Princes and Prelates were
curious to recover and collett) Learn-
ing of all Sorts began rto thrive in
thele Weftern Regions; and fince that
time, and in the firit fucceeding Cen-
tury, made perhaps a greater growth
than-in any other thar we know of, i
fuch a compafs of time, confidering in-
to what Depths of ignarance it Was
funk before.

But why from thence fheu!d be con:
cluded, That it has out-grown all that
was _Ancient, 1 fee no realon: if a
Strong and Vigorous Man, at Thirty
Years old, fhould fall into a Con{ump-
tion, and fo draw on till Fifty, in tlie
extreamelt Weaknefs and Infirmity ;
after that, fhould begin to Recover
Health till Sixty, fo as to be again as
Strong, as Men ufually are at that
Age; It might perhaps truly be faid, in
that cafe, that he had grown more in
Strength, that laft Ten Years, than
any others of his Life; but not that he
was grown to more Strength and Vi-

gour,
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gour, than he had at Thirty Years
old.

But what are the Sciences, wherein
we pretend to excel 2 1 know of no
New Philofophers, that have made En-
tries upon that Noble Stage, for Fif-
teen Hundred Years paft, unlefs Des
Cartes and Hobés thould pretend to it,
of whom [ fhall make no Critick here,
but only fay, That by what appears of
Learned Mens Opinions in this Age,
they have by no means eclipfed the
Luflre of Plate, Ariftetle, Epicurus, or
others of the Ancients. For Grammar
or Rhetorick, no Man ever difputed it
with them, nor for Poetry, that ever
1 heard of ; befides the New Freunch Au-
thor I have mentioned, and again{t
whofe Opinion there could, I think, ne-
ver have been given ftronger Evidence
than by his own Poems, Printed toge-
ther with that Treatife. '

There is nothing new in 4ffronomy,
to vie with the Ancients, unlefs- it
be the Copernican Syftem; nor in Phy-
fick, unlefs Harvey's Circulation of the
Blood.. But whether either of thefe
be modern Difcoveries, orderived from
old Fountains, is difputed : Nay, it is
fo too, whether they are true or no;

for
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for though Reafon may feem to favout
them more than the contrary Opini-
ons, yet Senfe can very hardly allow
them ; and to fatisfie Mankind , botl
thefe muft concur. Bur if they are trug
vet thefe two great Difcoveries have
made no Change in the Conclufions of
Aftronomy, nor in the Practice of Phys
fick, and fo have been of little Ule to
the World, though perhiaps of much
Honour to the Authors. |
What afe become of the Charms of
Mufick , by which Men and Beafts,
Fithes; Fowls and Serpents, were {0
frequently Enchanted; and their very
Natures changed ; by which the Pal-
{ions of Men were raifed to the great-
eft Height and Violence, and then as
fuddenly appeafed, fo as they might
be juftly faid to be turned into Lyons
or Lambs, into Wolves or into Harts,
by the Power and Charms of this ad-
mirable Art 2 "Tis agreed by the Learn-
ed, that the Science of Mufick, fo ad-
mired of the Ancients, 1s wholly loft
in the World, and that what we have
now, is made up out of certain Notes
that fell into the Fancy or Obfervation
of a poor Fryar, in chanting his Mat-
tins,. So a3s thofe Two Divine Ex-
D 2 cellencies
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cellencies of Mufick and Poetry, are
grown, in a manner, to be little more,
but the one Fidling,” and the other
Rhyming ; and are indeed very worthy
the Ignorance of the Fryar, and the
Barbaroufnefs of the Gorhs that intro-
duced them among us. :
What have we remaining of Ma-
gick, by which the Indians, the Chal-
dwans, the Agyptians, were fo renown-
ed, and by which Effe¢ts fo wonder-
ful, and to common Men fo aftonifh-
ing were produced, as made them have
Recourfec to Spirits: or Supernatural
Powers, for fome Account of their
ftrange Operations? By Magick, I mean
fome excelling Knowledge of Nature,
and the various Powers and Qualities,
in its feveral Productions, and the Ap-
plication of certain Agents, to certain
Patients, which by Force of fome pe-
culiar Qualities, produce Effects very
different from what fall under vulgar
Obfervation or Comprehenfion. Thefe
are by ignorant People called Magick
and Conjuring, and fuch like Terms,
and an Account of them much about
as wile, 1s gwen by the common
Learned, from Sympathies, Antipathies,
Idiofyncrafies, Talifmans, and fome Scra ps
. or
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or Terms, left us by the ZEgyptians or
Grecians , of the Ancient Magick, but
the Science feems, with feveral others,
to be wholly Ioft.

What Traces have we left of that
admirable Science or Skill in Archite-
Cture, by which, fuch ftupendous Fa-
bricks have been raifed of old, and fo
many of the Wonders of the World
been produced, and which are {o little
approached by our Modern Atchieve-
~ ments of this Sort, that they hardly
fall ‘within our Imagination? Not to
mention the Walls and Palace of Ba-
bylon', the Pyramids of Egypr, the
Tomb.of Maufolus, or Coloffe of Rhodes,
the Temples and Palaces of Greece and
Rome : What can be ‘more admirable
in this kind, than the Roman Theatres,
their “Aqueduncts, and their Bridges,
among which that of Zrajan over the
Danube, {eems to have been the laft
Flight of the Ancient Architecture?
The ftupendous Effets of this Science,
fufficiently evince, at what Heighths the
- Mathematicks were among the Ancie
ents ; but if this be not enough, who
ever would be fatisfied, need go no fur-
ther than the Siege of Syracufe, and
that mighty Defence made againft the

D3 Roman
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Roman Power, more by the wonderful
Science and Arts of Archimedes, and
almoft Magical: Force. of his Engines,
than by all the Strength of the City,
or Number and Bravery of the Inha-
bitants. - -

The greateft Invention. that: T know
of in later Ages, has been that of the
LoadrStone, and. confequently , the
greate(t Improvement has been made
i the Arc of Navigation ; yet. there
muft; be allowed tp have been fome-
tung. {tupendous: in the Numbers,
and in the Built ot their. Ships. and
Gallies of -O!d; and the Skill of Pilots,
from the Obfervation of the Stars. in
the more ferene Climates., may be
judged, by the Navigations {o celebras
ted in Stovy; of the Zyrians and Cartha-
Ginfans , not to. mention other Nas
tions. However, ’tis to this we owe
the Diucovery and Commerce of fo
many vaft: Countries, which were ve-
ry. little, it at all, known to:the An-
cients, and the experimental Proof of
this. Terreftrial Globe, which was be-
tore only Speculation, but has fince
been furrounded by the. Fortune and
Boldnels of feveral Navigators. From
this great, though fortuitoys Inven. -

- tion,
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tiorl, and the Confequence thereof, it
muft be allowed, that Geography is’
mightily advanced in thefe latter A-
ges. The vaft Continents of China,
the Eaff and Weft-Indies , the long’
Extent and Coafts of Africa, with
the numberlefs Iflands belonging to
them, have been hereby infroduced
into our Acquaintance, and our Maps,
and great Increafes of Wealth and Lux-
ury, but none of Knowledge brought
among us, further than the Extent and
Situation of Countrey, tlhe Cuftoms
and Manners of {o many Original Na-
tions, which we call Barbarous, and
I° am furée have treated them, as
if we hardly efteem them to be a part
of Mankind. I do not doubt, but ma-
ny Great and more Noble Ules would
have been made of fuch Conquefls or
Difcoveries, if they had fallen to the
Shareé of the Greeks and Romans in thofe
Ages, when Knowledge and Fame were
in as great Requeft, as endlefs Gains
and Wealth are among us now ; and
how much greater Difcoveries might
have been made by fuch Spirits as’
theirs, is hard to guels. 1 am fure,
ours, though great, yet look very im-
perfet, as to-what the Face of this

D 4 Ter-
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Terrcftrial Globe would probably ap-
pear, if they had been purfued as far
as we might juftly have expeéted from
the Progrelics of Navigation, fince the
Ufe of the Compafs, which feems to
have been longat a fland. How lit-
tle has been performed, of what has
been fo often, and fo confidently pro-
mifed, of a North-Weft Paflage to the
Eaft of Zartary, and North of Ching?
How little do we know of the Lands
on that fide of the Magellan Straits,
that lie towards the South Pole, which
may be vaft Iflands or Continents, for
ought any can yet aver, though that
Paflage was fo long fince found out ?
Whether Fapan be Ifland or Conti-
nent, with fome Parts of Zartary, on
the North fide, is not certainly agreed,
The Lands of Tedfo, upon the North-
Eaff Continent, have been no more
than Coafted, and whether they may
not join to the Northern Centinent of
America, is by fome doubted.

But the Defe@ or Negligence feems
yet to have been greater rowards the
South, where we know little beyond
Thirty Five Degrees, and that only
by the Neceflity of doubling the Cape
of Goodhope , 1n our Eaft-India Voy-

ages ;



[ 49 ]

ages ; yet a Continent has been long
fince found out, within Fifteen De-
grees to Seath, and about the Length
of Fava, which is marked by the
Name of New Holland in the Maps,
and to what Extent none knows, ci-
ther to the South, the Esff, of the
Weft ; yet the Learned have been of
Opinion, That there muft be a Bal-
lance of Earth, on that fide of the
Line, in fome Proportion to what
there 1s on the other, and that it can-
not be all Ses, from Thirty Degrees
to the South-Pole, fince we have found
Land to above Sixty Five Degrees to-
wards the North. But our Navigators
that way , have been confined to the
Roads of Trade ; and our Difcoveries
bounded by what we can manage to
a certain Degree of Gain.  And I have
heard it faid among the Dutch, that
their  Eaft-India Company have long
fince forbidden, and under the great-
eft Penalties, any further Attempts
of difcovering that Continent, having
already more Trade in thofe Parts
than they can turn to Account, and
fearing fome more Populous Nation
of Europe, might make great Eftablifh-
ments of Trade in fome of thofe un-

known
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known Regions which might ruin or
impair what they have already in the
Indies.

Thus we are lame {tll in Geogras:
phy it felf, which we might have ex-
pected to run up to fo much greater
Perfetion, by the Ufe of the Compafs,
and it {eems to have been little ad-
vanced thefe laft Hundred Years. So-
tar have we been from improving:up-
on thofe Advantages we have recei=
ved, from the Knowledge of the Anci-
ents, that fince the late Reftoration of
Ilearning and Arts among us, our firft'
Flights {feem to have been the: high-
eft, and a fudden Damp t6 have fal=
len upon our Wings, which. has hin-
dred us from rifing: above certain
Heights.. The Arts of Painting and'
Statuary, began to revive with Learn-
ing in Europe, and made a  great, but
thort Flight ; fo as for thefe laft Hun-
dred Years, we have not had One
Malter in either of them, who defer=
ved a Rank with thofe- that flourithed:
in that fhort Period, after they began
among us.

It were too great a: Mortification
to think, That the fame Fate has hap-
pened to us, even in our Modera

Learning,
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Learning, as if the Growth of; that,
as well as of Natural Bodies, had fomer
thort Reriods, beyond which it could!
not reach, and after which, it mufk
begin.to decay. It falls.in one Coun-
trey or one Age, and rifes again 1m
others, but never beyond a certain
Ricch. One Man, or one Countrey;.
at a.certain: Time runs-a great Length:
in: fome certain Kinds: ot Knowledge;
but lofe-as much Ground‘in others, that
were perhaps as ufeful and as valuable.
There 1s a certain Degree of. Capacity:
in the greateft Veflel, and when ’tis
full; it you pourin:{tilly itr muft’ run
out:-fome way or other; and'thie: more:
it runs out: on one fide, the léfs.rugs:
aut: at the other.  So'the greateft:Me-~
mory., after a certain Degree; as it
learns or retains more- of- fome Things:
ar: Words, lofes and forgets as-much of’
others. The largeft and deepelt Reach:
of Thought, the more it purfues {ome
certain Subjects, the more it negleéts.
others.

Befides, few. Men or none-exeel 1
all Faculties of Mind: A great: Ve
mory may fail of Inventiony both'may:
want. Judgment to Digeft* or Apply:
what they Rememberor [avent. Great!

Courage
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- Courage may want Caution, great Pru-
 dence may want Vigor, yet all are
nieceflary to make a great Comman:
der. But how can a Man hope to
excel in all Qualities, when fome are
produced by the Hear, others by the:
Coldnefs of Brain and Temper: The
Abilities of Man mulft fall fhort on one
fide or.other, like too fcanty a Blan-
ket when you are a-bed, if you pull
it upon your Shoulders, you leave your
Feet bare ; it you thruft it down upon
your keet, your Shoulders are unco-
vered.

But what would we have, unlefs it
be other Natures and Beings than God
Almighty has given us? The Height
. of our Statures may be Six or Seven
toot, and we would have it Sixteen »
the Length of our Age may reach to’
-~ a Hundred Years, and we would have
it a, Thoufand. We are born to gro-
vel upon the Earth, and we would
tain fore up to the Skies. We cannot
comprehend the Growth of a Ker-
nel ‘or Seed, the Frame of an A## or
‘Bee, we are amazed at the Wifdom of
. theone, and Induftry of the other, and

vet we will know the Subftance , the
figure, the Courfes, the Influences of
g all
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all thofe Glorious Ceeleftial Bodies, and
the End for which they were made;
we pretend to give a clear Account
how Thunder and Lightning (that
great Artillery of God Almighty) 1s
produced, and we cannot comprehend
how the Voice of a Man is framed,
that poor little noife we make every
time we fpeak. The Motion of the
Sun, is plain and evident to fome A-
{tronomers, and of the Earth to others,
vet we none of us know, which of
them moves, and meet with many
{feeming Impofiibilities in both, and be-
yond the Fathom of Human Reafon or .
Comprehenfion. Nay, we do not fo
much as know what Motion 1s, nor
how a Stone moves from our Hand,
when we throw it crofs the Street. Of
all thefe that moft Ancient and Divine
Writer, gives the beft Account in that
fhort Satyr, VFain Man would fain be
wife, when be is born litke a Wild Afs's
Colr. -
But God be thanked, his Pride is
greater than his Ignorance; and what
he wants in Knowledge, he {upplies by
Sufficiency. When he has looked about
him as far as he can, he concludes there
15 no more to be feen ; when he is at

the
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the End of his Line, he is at the Bot-
tom of the Ocean; when he has thot
his beft, he is fure, none ever did nor
ever can fhoot better or beyond it.
His own Reafon is the certain meafure
of Truth, his own Knowledge, of what
is poflible in Nature, though his Mind
and his Thoughts change every Seven
Years, as well as his Strength and his
Features; nay, though his Opinions
change every Week or every Day, yct
he is fure, or at leaft confident, that
his prefent Thoughts and Conclufions
are jult and true, and cannot be de-
ceived ; And among all the Miferies,
to which Mankind. is born and fubje-
&ed , in the whole Courfe of his Life,
he has this one Felicity to Comfort
and Sapport him, That in all Ages, in
all Things, every Man is always in the
right. A Boy of Fifteen is wifer than
his Father at Forty, the meaneft Sub-
ject than his Prince or Governours; and
the Modern Scholars, becaufe they have
for a Hundred Years paft, learned their
Leflon pretty well, are much more
knowing than the Ancients their Ma-
ters.
But let it be fo, and proved by
good Reafons, Is it fo by Experience
. 10032
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too? Have the Studies, the Writings,
the Produtions of Grefbam College,
or the late Academies of Paris, out-
fhined or eclipfed the Lycewn of
Plato, the Academy of Ariffotle, the
Stoa of Zeno, the Garden of Epicurus
Has Harvey out-done Hippocrates, or
Wilkins, Archimedes? Are D’ Auvild's
and Stradd’s Hiftories beyond thofe of
Herodotus and Livy 2 Are Sleyder's
Commentaries beyond thofe of Cefar »
The Flights of Boilean above thofe of
Virgil? It all this muft be allowed,
I will then yield Gondibert to have
excelled Homer, as it pretended ; and
the Modern French Poetry, all that of
the Ancients. And vyet, I think, it
may be-.as reafonably faid, That the
Plays in Moor-Fields are beyond the
Olympick Games; A Welfh or Irifb
Harp excels thofe of Orpheus and Arion ;
The Pyramid in Loudon, thofe of
Memphis 5 and the French Conquefts
in Flaunders are greater than thote of
Alexander and Cefar, as their Operas
and Panegyricks would make us
believe.

But the Confideration of Poetry
ought to be a Subject by it felf. For
the Books we have in Profe, Do any

of
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of the modern we converfe with, appear
of fuch a Spirit and Force, as if they
would live longer than the Ancient
have done 2 If our Wit and Eloquence,
our Knowledge or Inventions would
deferve it, yet our Languages would
not; there is no hope of their lafting
long, nor of any thing. in them, they
change every Hundred Years {o as to be
hardly known for the fame, or any
thing of the former Stiles to be endured
by the latter; {o as they can no more
laft like the Ancients, than excellent
Carvings in Wood, like thofe in Mar-
ble or Drafs.

The three modern Tongues moft e-
ftecmed, are ftalian, Spanifh and French ;
all imperfect Dialects of the Noble
Roman 5 firft mingled and corrupted
with the harth Words and Terminations
of thofe many different and barbarous
Nations, by whofe Invafions and Ex-
curfions, the Roman Empire was long
infefted : They were afterwards made
up into thefe feveral Languages, by
long and Popular Ufe, out of thole
Ruins and Corruptionsof Latin, and the
prevailing Languages cf thofe Nations,
to which thele feveral Provinces came
in time to be moft and longeft fub-

jected
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je&ed (as the Goths and Moors in Spain,
the Goths and Lombards in Italy, the
Franks in Gaul) befides a2 Mingle of
thole Tongues, which were Original to
Gaul and to Spain, before the Roman
Conquefts and Eftablifhments there. Of
thefe, there may be fome Remainders
10 Bifcay or the Affurias; but I doubt,
whether there be any of the oid Gallick
in France, the Subjettion there having
been more univerfal, both tothe Romans
and Franks. But I do not find, the
Mountainous Parts on the North of
Spain, were ever wholly fubdued, or
formerly Governed, either by the Ro-
mans, Goths, or Saracess, no more than
Wales by Romans, Saxons, or Normans,
after their Conquefts in our Iflands,
which has preferved the ancient Bifcayn
and Britifh more intire, than any Na-
tive Tongue of other Provinces, where
the Roman and Gothick or Northern Con-
quells reached, and were for any time
Eﬁﬂb“ﬂ']ﬁ?‘d

"Tis eafie to imagine, how imper-
fect Copies thefe modern Languages,
thus compofed, muft needs be, of o
excellent an Original, being patcht wup
out of the Conceptions as well as
Sounds, of fuch barbarous or inflaved
B E People.
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People. Whereas the Latin was fra-
med or cultivated by the Thoughts and
Ufes of the Nobleft Nation that ap-
pears upon any Record of Story, and
inriched only by the Spoils of Greece,
which alone could pretend to conteft
it with them. ’Tis obvious enough,
what rapport there is, and muft ever
be, between the Thoughts and Words,
the Conceptions and Languages of
every Country, and how great a
Difference this muft make in the Com-
parifon and Excellence of Books; and
how ecafie and juft a Preference it muft
decree to thofe of the Greek and La-
tin, before any of the Modern Lan-
guages.

It may, perhaps, be further affirm-
ed, in Favour of the Ancients, that
the oldeft Books we have, are ftill in
their kind the beft. The two moft
ancient, that I know of in Profe, a-
mong thofc we call Profane Au-
thors, are Afep’s Fables, and Phals-
ris’s Epiftles, both living near the
fame time, which was that of Cyrus
and Pythagoras. As the firft has been
agreed by all Ages fince, for the great-
elt Mafter in his kind, and all others
of that Sort have been but Imitati-

ogs
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ons of his Original ; fo I thiok the
Epittles of Phalaris, to have more Race,
more Spirit, more Force of Wit and
Gentius, thanany others I haveever feen,
either Ancient or Modern. I know fe-
veral Learned Men (or that ufually
pafs for fuch, under the Name of
Criticks ) have not efteemed them Ge-
nuine, and Politian with fome others,
have attributed them to Lucian: But
I think, he muft have little Skill in
Painting, that cannot find out this to
be an Original ; {uch Dwerlity of Pats
fions, upon fuch Variety of A&ions
and Pafiages of Life and Government,
fuch Freedom of Thought, fuch Bold-
nefs of Expreffion, fuch Bounty to-
his Friends, fuch Scorn of his Ene-
mies, {uch Honour of Learned Men,
fuch Efteem of Good, fuch Know-
ledge of Life, fuch Contempt of Death,
with fuch Fiercenels of Nature and
Cruclty of Revenge, could never be
reprefented, but by him that poflefled
them; and | efteem Lucian to have
been no more capable of Writing, than
of Acting . what Phalarisdid. In all one
Writ, you find the Scholar or the So-
phift; and inall the other, the Tyrant
and the Commander.

E= The
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The next to thefe in Time, are He-
vodotus, Thucidides, Hippocrates, Plato,
Nenophon , and Ariftotle; of whom
I thall fay no more, than what I think
is-allowed by all , that they are in
their feveral kinds, inimitable. So are
Cefar, Saluff, and Cicero, in theirs,
who are the Ancienteft of the Latin,
(I fpeak ftill of Profe) unlefs it be
fome little of old Caro, upon Ruftick
Affairs.

The Heighth and Purity of the
Roman Stile, as it began towards the
Time of Lucretius, which was about
that of the Fugurthin War ; {o it end-
ed about that of Ziberius ; and the laft
Strain of it feems to have been Pel-
Jeius  Paterculns. The Purity of the
Greek lafted a great deal longer, and
muft be aliuwcd till Zrajan’s Time,
when Plutarch wrote, whole Greek is
much more ﬁﬂimable, than the La-
tin of Zacitus his Contemporary. Af-
ter this laft, I know none that de-
ferves the Name of Latin, in compa-
rifon of what went Lefore them, e-
fpecially in the Auguffan Age; If any,
‘tis the little Treatife of Minatins Fee-
lix. All Latin Books that we have
tUl the end of Trﬂjﬂﬂ, and all Greell}

tl
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till the end of Marcus Antoninus, have
a true and very eftimable Value. All
written fince that time, feem to me
to have little more than what comes
from the Relation of Events, we are
glad to know, or the Controverfie of
Opinions in Religion or Laws, where-
in the bufie World has been fo much
imployed.

The great Wits among the Moderns
have been, in my Opinion, and in their
feveral Kinds, of the Italians, Boccace,
Machiavel, and Padre P.:i'afa; among,
the Spaniards, Cervantes, (that writ
Don Quixot) and Guevara; among the
French, Rablais, and Montagne ; among
the Englifb, Sir Philip Sidney, Baconand
Selden : I mention nothing of what is
written upon the Subjet of Divinity,
wherein the Spanifh and Englifb Pens
have been moft Converfant, and moft
Excelled. The Modern French , are
Voiture, Rochfaucalt's Memoirs, Buffy's
Amours de Ganl, with feveral other lit-
tle Relations or Memoirs that have run
this Age, which are very pleafant and
entertaining, and feem to have Refi-
ned the French Language to a Degree,
that cannot be well exceeded. 1 doubt
it may have happened there, as it does

3 in
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in all Works, that the more they are
filed and polifhed, the lefs they have
of Weight and of Strength; and as
that Language has much more Fine-
nefs and Smoothnefs at this time, o
I take it to have had much more
Force, Spirit and Compafsy in Monragie’s
Age.

g.‘3 ince thofe Accidents, which contri-
buted to the Reftoration of Learning,
almoft extinguifhed in the Weflern
Parts of Europe, have been obferved,
it will be jult to ention fome that
may have hindred the Advarcement
of it, m Proportion to what ‘might
have been expe€ted from the mighty
Growth and Progrefs made in the firft
Age after its Recovery. Oune great
Reafon may have been, that very {oon
after the Entry of Learning upon the
Scere of Chriftendom, another was
made by many of the New-Learned
Men, into the Inquiries and Contefts
about Matters of Religion ; the Man-
ners and Maxims, and Inftitutions
1ntroduced by the Clergy, for Seven or
Eight Centuries paft; the Authority
of Scripture and Tradition; of Popes
and of Councils; of the Ancient Fa-
thers, and of the Later School-Men and

Cafuifts;
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Cafuifts; of Ecclefiaftical and Civil
Power. The Humour of ravelling
into all thefe Myftical or Inrangled
Matters, mingling with the Interefls
and Paflions of Princes and of Parties,
and thereby heightned or enflamed,
produced Infinite Difputes, raifed Vi-
olent Heats throughout all Parts of
Chriftendom, and foon ended in many
Defections or Reformations from the
Roman Church, and in feveral new
Inftitutions, both Ecclefiaftical and
Civil, indivers Countries ; which have
been fince Rooted and Eftablifhed in
almoft all the North Weft Parts. The
endlefs Difputes and litigious Quarrels
upon all thefe Subjects, favoured and
incouraged by the Interefls of the fe-
veral Princes ingaged in them, ecither
took up wholly, or generally imploy-
ed the Thoughts, the Studies, the
Applications, the Endeavours of all or
moft of the Finelt Wits, the Deepeft
Scholars, and the moft Learned Wri-
ters that the Age produced. Many
Excellent Spirits, and the moft Pene-
trating Genii, that might have made
admirable Progrefles and Advances in
many other Sciences, were funk and
overwhelmed in the Aby(s of Difputes

E 4 about
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about Matters of Religion ; without
ever turning their Looks or Thoughts
any other way. - To thefe Difputes of
the Pen, fucceeded thofe of the Sword :
and the Ambition of great Princes and
Minifters, mingled with the Zeal, or
covered with the Rretences of Religion,
has for a Hundred Years paft, infefted
Chriftendom with almoft a perpetual
Courle or Succeffion, either of Civil
or of Foreign Wars: The Noife and
Diforders thereof, have been ever the
moft Capital Enemies of the Mufes, who
are feated by the Ancient Fables, upon
the Top of Parnaffus; thatis, in a Place
of Safety and of Quiet, from the Reach
of all Noifes and Difturbances of the
Regions below.

Another Circumftance that may
have hindred the Advancement of
Learning, has been a Want or Decay
of Favour in Great Kings and Princes,
to Encourage or Applaud it. Upon
the firft Return or Recovery of this
fair Stranger among us, all were fond
of Seeing her, aptto Applaud her : She
was lodged in Palaces inftead of Cells :
and the greateft Kings and Princes of
the Age, took either a Pleafure in
courting her, or a Vanity in admiring

' ; - hen,
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her, and in favouring all her Train.
The Courts of Jtaly and Germany, of
England, of France, of Popes, and of
Emperors, thought themfelves Honoured
and Adorned, by the Numberand Qua-
lities of Learned Men, and by all the
Improvements of Sciences and Arts,
wherein they excelled. They were
invited from all Parts, for the Ule and
Entertainment of Kings, for the Edu-
cation and Inftruction of Young
Princes, for Advice and Affiftance to
the greateflt Minifters; and in thort,
the Favour of Learning was the Humor
and Mode of the Age. Francis the
Firft, Charles the Fifth, and FHenry the
Eighth (thofe Three Great Rivals)
agreed in this, though in nothing elfe.
Many Nobles purfued this Vein with
great Application and Succefs; among
whom, Picus de Mirandula, a Sovereign
Prince in [taly, might have proved a
Prodigy of Learning, if his Studies and
Life had lafted as long as thofe of
the Ancients: For [ think all of them
* that writ much of what we have now
remaining, lived old, whereas he dyed
about Three and Thirty, and Jeft
the: World in Admiration of f{o
much Knowledge in fo much Youth.

' Since
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Since thofe Reigns I have not obfer-
ved in our Modern Story, any Great
Princes much celebrated for their Fa-
vour of Learning, further than to ferve
their Turns, to juftifie their Pretenfions
and Quarrels, or flatter their Succe(Tes.
The Honour of Princes has of late
ftruck Sale to their Intereft; whereas
of old, their Interefts, Greatnefs and
Conquefts, were all dedicated to their
Glory and Fame.

How much the Studies and Labours
of Learned Men, muft have been
damped for want of this Influence and
kind Afpe€t of Princes, may be beft
conjectured from what happened on
the contrary, about the Auguffan Age,
when the Learning of Rome was at
its Height, and perhaps owed it in
fome Degree, to the Bounty and Pa-
tronage of that Emperor, and Mecenas
his Favourite, aswell as to the Felicity
of the Empire, and Tranquility of the
Age.

gThﬁ Humor of Avarice,and Greedinefs
of Wealth, have been ever, and in all
Countries, where Silver and Gold have
been in Price, and of current Ule:
But if it be true in particular Men,
that as Riches increafe, the Defires of

them
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them do fo too, May it not be true,
of the general Vein and Humor of
Ages? May they not have turned
more to this Purfuir of infatiable Gains,
fince the Difcoveries and Plantations
of the Weft-Indies, and thole vaft
Treafures that have flowed in to thefe
Weftern Parts of Europe almoft every
Year, and with fuch mighty Tides
tor fo long a Courfe of Time ? Where
few are Rich, few care for it; where
many are fo, many defireit; and moft
in time begin to think it neceffary.
Where this Opinion grows generally in
a Country, the Temples of Honour are
foon pulled down, and all Mens Sacri-
fices are made to thofe of Fortune.
The Soldier as well as the Merchant,
the Scholar as well as the Plough-
man, the Divine and the States-man,

as well as the Lawyer and Phy(ician.
Now T think that nothing is more
evident in the World, than that Hoaour
1s ‘a much ftronger Principle, both of
Action ‘and Invention, than Gain can
ever 'be. That all the Great and No-
ble Produétions of Wit and of ‘Cou-
rage, have been 1nfpired and exalted
by that alone. That the Charming
¥hights and Labours of 'Pacts, the Deep
Spe-
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Speculationsand Studies of Philofophers,
the Conquefts of Emperors and At-
chievements of Heroes, have all Aowed
from this one Source of Honour and
Fame. The laft Farewel that Forace
takes of his Lyrick Poems, Epicurus of
his Inventions in Philofophy, Auguftus
of his Empire and Government, are all
of the fame Strain; and as their Lives
were entertained, fo their Age was re-
lieved, and their Deaths foftned, by the
Profpect of licing down upon the Bed
of Fame.

Avarice 1s on the other fide, of all
Paflions, the moit fordid, the moft clog:
ged and covered with Dirt and with
Drofs, fo that it cannot raife its
Wings beyond the Smell of the Earth :
"Tis the Pay of Common Soldiers, as
Honour is of Commanders; and yet
among thofe themlelves, none ever
went fo far upon the Hopes of
Prey or of Spoils, as thofe that have
been fpirited by Honour or Religion.
"Tis no Wonder then, that Learning
has been fo little advanced fince it
grew to be Mercenary, and the Pro-
grefs of it has been fettered by the
Cares of the World, and difturbed
by the Defires of being Rich, or the

_Fears
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Fears of being poor; from all which,
the Ancient Philofophers, the Brachmans
of India, the Chaldean Magi, and
Agyptian Priclts were difintangled and
free.

But the laft Maim given to Learn-
ing, has been by the Scorn of Pedan-
try, which the Shallow, the Superfici-
al, and the Sufficient among Scholars,
firft drew upen themfelves, and very
juftly, by pretending to more than
they had, or to more Efteem than what
they had could deferve, by broach-
ing it in all Places, at all Times, up-
on all Occafions, and by living fo
much among themfelves, or in their
Clofets and Cells, as to make them
unfit for all other Bufinefs, and ridi-
culous in all other Converfations. As
an Infection that rifes in a2 Town, firft
falls upon Children or weak Conftitu-
tions, or thofe that are fubject to other
Difeafes, but fpreading further by de-
grees, feizes upon the moft Healthy, Vi-
gorous and Strong; and when the
Contagion- grows very general, all the
Neighbours avoid coming into the
Town, orareatraid of tholé that are well
among them, as much as of thofe that
are Sick. Juft fo it fared in the Com-

mon-
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monwealth of Learning, fome poor
weak Conftitutions were firlt infected
with Pedantry, the Contagion fpread
in time upon fome that were {tronger ;
Foreigners that heard there wasa Plague
in the Country, grew afraid to come
there, and avoided the Commerce of the
Sound as well as of che Dileafed. This
Diflike or Apprehenf(ion, turned, like all
Fear, to Hatred, and Hatred to Scorn.
The reft of the Neighbours began firft
to rail at Pedants, then to ridicule
them; the Learned began to fear the
fame Fate, and that the Pigeons
fhould be taken for Daws, becaule they
were all in a Flock : And becaufe the
Pooreft and Meaneft of the Company
were Proud, the Beft and the Richelt
began to be Afhamed.

An Ingenious Spaniard at Braffels,
would needs have ir, that the Hiftory
of Don Quixot, had ruined the Spanifh
Monarchy ; for before that time, Love
and Valour, were all Romance among
them; every young Cavalier that en-
tred the Scene, dedicated the Services
of his Life, to hisHopour firfl, and then
to his Miftrefs. They Lived and Dyed
in this Romantick Vein; and the old
Duke of 4/va, inhis lalt Parrugai Expe-

dition,

-
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dition, had a young Miftrefs, to whom
the Glory of that Atchievement was
Devored, by which he hoped to value
himfelf, inftead of thofe Qualities he
had loft with his Youth. After Don
Quixot appeared, and with that inimita-
ble Wit and Humor, turhed all this
Romantick Honour and Love into Ri-
dicule ; the Spaniards, he faid, began to
grow afhamed of both, and to laugh
at Fighting and Loving; or at leaft
otherwife, than to purfize their Fortune,
or fatisfie their Luft ; and the Confequen-
ces of this, both upon their Bodies and
their Minds, this Spaniard would needs
have pafs for a great Caufe of the
Ruin of Spain, or of its Greatnefs and

Power. |
- Whatever Effe&t the Ridicule of
Knight-Errantry might have had up-
on that Monarchy, I believe that of
Pedantry has had a very ill one upon
the Commonwealth ot Learning ; and
I wifh the Vein of Ridiculing all that
1s Serious and Good, all Honour and
Virtue, as well as Learning and Piety,
may have no worfe EffeCts on any
other State: "Tis the Irch of cur Age
and Climate, and has over-run both
the Courtand the Stage; enters a Houfe

of
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of Lords and Commons, as boldly zs
a Coffee-Houfe, Debates of Council as
well as private Converfation; and [
have known in my Life, miore than one
or two Minifters of State, that would
rather have faid a Witty thing, than
done a Wife one ; and made the Com-
pany Laugh, rather than the Kingdom
Rejoyce. But this is enough to excufe
the Imperfetions of Learning in our
Age, and to cenfure the Sufliciency of
fome of the Learned ; and this {mall
Piece of Juftice 1 have done the Anci-
ents, will not [ liope, be taken any more
than ’tis meant, for any Injury to the
Moderns.

I thall conclude with a Saying of
Alphorfus (Sirnamed the Wife) King of
Aragon ;

That among [o many things
as are by Men poflefled or
puvfued m the Courfe of themwr
Lwes, all the reft are Baw-
bles, befides Old Woed to
Burn, Qld Wme to Drink,
Old Friends to Comverfe with,
and Old Books to Read.

LSS AY
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ESSAY IL

Upon the Gavdens of Epicurus

or of Gardenmg m the Year
1685.

HE f{ame Faculty of Reafon,
which gives Mankind the great
Advantage and Prerogative over the
reft of the Creation, feems to make
the greate(t Default of Human Nature;
and fubjelts it to more Troubles, Mife-
r.es, or at lealt Difquiets of Life, than
any of its Fellow-Creatures : "Tis this fur-
nithes us with {uch Variety of Paflions,
and confequently of Wants and Defires,
that none other feels ; and thefe followed
by infinite Defigns and endlefs Pur(uits,
and improved by that Reftlefnefs of
Thoughr, which is natural to moft Men,
give Him a Condition of Life fuitable
to that of His Birth ; fo that as He alone
is born Crying, He lives Complaining,
- and dies Difappointed.
Since we cannot efcape the Purfuit of
Paffions, and Perplexity of Thoughts,
¥

which
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which our Reafon furnifhes us, there is
no way left, but to endeavourall wecan,
either to fubdue or to divert them.
This laft is the common Bufinefs of
common Men, who feek it by all Sorts
of Sports, Pleafures, Play or Bufinefs.
But becaufe the two firft are of thort
Continuance, foon ending with Weari-
nefs, or Decay of Vigor and Appetite, the
Return whereof mult be attended, before
the others can be renewed ; and becaufe
Play grows dull, if it be not enlivened
with the Hopes of Gain, the general
Diverfion of Mankind {eems to be Bufi-
nefs, or the Purfuit of Riches in one
Kind orother ; which isan Amufement,
that has this one Advantage above all
others, that it lafls thofe Men who in-
gage in 1t, to the very Ends of their
Lives; none cver growing too old for
the Thoughts and Defires of increafing
his Wealth and Fortunes, either for
Himfelf, his Friends, or his Pofterity.

In the firft and molt {imple Ages of
each Country, the Conditionsand Lives
of Men feem to have been very near of
Kinwith the reft of the Creatures; they
lived by the Hour, or by the Day, and
fatisfied their Appetite with what they *
could get, from the Herbs, the Fruits,
the Springs they met with when they

: | were
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were hungry or dry; then, with what
Fifh, Fowl, or Beafts they could kill, by
Swiftnefs or Strength, by Craft or Con-
trivance, by their Hands or {uch Inftru-
ments as Wit helped, or Necefity for-
ced them to invent. When a Man had
got enough for the Day, he laid up the
reft for the Morrow, and fpent one Day
in Labour, that he might pafs the other
at Eafc ; and lured on by the Pleafure of
this Bait, when he was in Vigor, and
his Game fortunate, he would provide
for as many Days as he could, both for
himlelf and his '‘Children, that were
too young to f{tek out for themfelves.
Then he caft about, how by fowing of
Grain,and by Palture of the ramer Cattel,
to provide for the whole Year. After this,
dividing the Lands neceffary for thele
Ufes, firft among Children, and thea
among Servants, he referved to him-
{elf a2 Proportion of their Gain, eicher
in the native Srock, or {ocmething equi-
valent, which brought in the Ut of Mo-
ney ; and where this once came in, none
was to be fatisfied, without having
enough for himfelf and his Famuly, and
all his and their Pofterity for ever; fo
that [ know a certain Lord who pro-
feffes to value no Leafe, though for an
Hundred or a Thoufand Years, nor any

F 2 Eftate
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Eftate or Pofle(fion of Land, that is not
for Ever and Ever.

From fuch fmall Beginnings have
grown fuch vaft and extravagant De-
figns of poor Mortal Men: Yet none
could ever an{fwer the Naked Indian,
Why one Man thould take Pains, and
run Hazards by Sea and Land all his
Life, that his Children might be fafe
and lazy all theirs: And the Precept of
taking no Care for to Morrow, though
never mnded as impracticable in the
World, feems but to reduce Mankind to
theiwr Natural and Original Condition of
Life. However, by thefe Ways and De-
grees, the endlefs Increafe of Richesfeems
to be grown the perpetual and general
Amufement, or Bufinels of Mankind.

Some few in each Country make thofe
higher Ilights after Honour and Power,
and to thele Ends facrifice their Riches,
theiwr Labour, their Thought, and their
Lives ; and nothing diverts nor bufies
Men more, than thele Purfuits, which
arc ufvally covered with the Pretences
of ferving a Man’s Country, and of Pub-
lick Good. Bur the true Service of the
Fublick, is a Bufinefs of fo much Labour
and fo mugh Care, that though a good
and wife Man may not refufe it, if he
be called to it by his Prince or his

Country,
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Country, and thinks he can be of more
than Vulgar Ufe, yet he will feldom or
never feek it, but leavesit commonly to
Men, who under the Difguifc of Publick
Good, purfue their own Defigns of
Wealth, Power, and fuch Baftard He-
nours as ufnally attend them, not that
which is the true, and only true Re-
ward of Virtue.

The Purfuits of Ambition, though not
fo general, yet are as endle(s as thofe of
Riches, and as extravagant; f{ince none
ever yet thought he had Power or Em-
pire enough: And what Prince foever
feems to be fo great, as to Live and
Reign without any further Defires or
Fears, falls into the Life of 2 Private
Man, and enjoys but thofe Pleafures
and Entertainments, which a great many
feveral Degrees of Private Forrune will
allow, and as much as Human Nature
is capable of enjoying.

The Pleafures of the Senfes grow a
little more choice and refined ; thofe of
Imagination are turned upon embelith-
ing the Scenes he chules to live in;
Eafe, Conveniency, Elegancy, Magnifi-
cence, are fought in Building firft, and
then in furnithing Houfes or Palaces:
The admirable Imitations of Nature are
introduced by Pittures, Statues, Ta-

F 3 peltry,
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pefiry, and other fuch Atchievments of
Arts.  And the moft exquifite Delights
of Senfe are purfued; tn the Contrivance
and Plantation of Gardens; which,
with Fruits, Flowers, Shades, Fountains,
and the Mufick of Birds that frequent
{uch happy Places, feem to furnifh all
the Pleafures of the feveral Senfes, and
with the Greateft, or at leaft the moft
Natural Perfections.

Thus the firft Race of Affyrian Kings,
after the Conquelts of Nizas and Semi-
ramis, pafled their Lives till their Em-
pire fell to the Medes. Thus the Caliphs
of Egypt, till depoled by their Mama-
Jukes.  Thus paffed the latter Parts of
thofe Great Lives of Scipio, Lucullus, Au-
gullus, Dioclefian. 'Thus turned the Great
Thoughts of Henry the Second of
France, after the end of his Wars with
Spain, Thus the Prefent King of Ms-
rocco, after having fubdued all his Com-
peritors, pafles his Life in a Country
Villa, gives Audience in a Grove of
Orange-Trees planted among purling
Streams.  And thus the King of France,
after all the Succeffes of his Councils or
Arms, and in the mighty Elevation of -
bis prefent Greatnefs and Power, when
e gives himfelf Leifure from {uch De-
figns or Purfuits, pafles the fofter and
* eafter
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caficr Parts of his Time in Country
Houfes and Gardens, in Duilding, Plant-
ing, or Adorning the Scenes, or in the
common Sports and Entertainments of
fuch kind of Lives. And thofe mighty
- Emperors, who contented not them-
felves with thefe Pleafures of common
Humanity, fell into the Frantick or the
Extravagant ; they pretended to be
Gods, or turned to be Devils, as Calz-
gula, and Nero, and too many others
known enough 1n Story.

Whilft Mankind is thus generally bu-
fied or amufed, that Part of them, who
have had either the Juftice or the Luck,
to pafs in common Opinion for the Wi-
felt and the Belt Part among them, have
followed another  and very different
Scent ; and inftead of the common De-
figns of farisfying their Apperites and
their Paffions, and making endlefs Pro-
vifions for both, they have chofen what
they thought a nearer and a furer way
to the Eafe and Felicity of Life, by en-
deavouring to {ubdue, or at leaft to tem-
per their Paffions, and reduce their Ap-
petites to what Nature feems only to
ask and to need. And this Defign {eems
ro have brought Philofophy into the
World, at leaft that which is termed
Moral, and appears to liave an End,

EF 4 not
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not only defirable by every Man, which
1s the Eafe and Happinefs of Life, but
alfo in fome Degree fuitable to the Force
and Reach of Human Nature : For asto
that Part of Philofophy, which is called
Natural, I know no End it can have,
but that of either bufying a Man’s
Brains to no Purpofe, or fatisfying the
Vanity, {o natural to moft Men, of di-
ftinguifhing themfelves by fome way or
other, from thofe that feem their Equals
in Birth, and the common Advantages of
it 5 and whether this Diftin&ion be made
by Wealth or Power, or Appearance of
Knowledge, which gains Efteem and
Applaufe in the World, is all a cafe.
More than this, T know no Advantage
Mankind has gained by the Progrefs of
Natural Philofophy, during fo many
Ages it has had Vogue in the World,
excepting always, and very juftly,
what we owe to the Mathematicks,
which is in a mannper all that feems
valuable among the Civilized Nations,
more than thofe we call Barbarous,
whether they are fo or no, or more
{fo than our felves. -

How ancient this Natural Philofophy
has been in the World, is hard to know s
for we find frequent mention of ancient
Philofophers in this kind, among the

moft
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moft ancient now extant withus. The
firft who found out the Vanity of it,
feems to have been Solomon, of which
Dilcovery he has left fuch admirable
Strains in Ecclefiafles. 'The next was So-
crates, who made it the Bufinefs of his
Life to explode it, and introduce that
which we call Moralin its place, to bufie
Human Minds to better purpofe. And
indeed, whoever reads with Thought
what thele two, and Marcus Antoninus,
bave faid vpon the Vanity of all that
Mortal Man can ever attain to know of
Nature, in its Originals, or Operati-
ons, may fave bimfelf a great deal of
Pains, and juftly conclude, That the
Knowledge of fuch things is not our
Game ; and ( like the Purfuit of a Stag
by a little Spaniel ) may ferve to amule
and to weary us, but will never be hunt-
ed down. Yet I think thofe Three I
have named, may juftly pafs for the wi-
feft Triumvirate that are left us, upon
the Records of Story or of Time.

After Socrates, who left nothing in
Writing, many Sefis of Philofophers be-
gan to {pread in Greece, who entred bold-
ly upon both Parts of Natural and Mo-
ral Philofophy. The firft with the great-
elt Difagreement, and the moft eager
Contention that could be upon the

great-
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greateft Subje@s: As, Whether the
World were Eternal, or produced ar
fome certain time 2 Whether if produ-
ced, it was by fome Eternal Mind, and
to fome End, orby the fortuitous Con-
courfe of Atoms, or fome Particles of
Eternal Matter 2 Whether there was
onc World or many @ Whether the Soul
of Man was a Part of fome Athereal and
Eternal Subftance, or was Corporeal 3
Whether if Eternal, it was fo before it
came into the Body, or only after it
went out ? There were the fame Con=
tencions about the Motions of the Hea-
vens, the Magnitude of the Celeftial
Bodies, the Faculties of the Mind, and
the Judgment of the Senfes. But all the
different Schemes of Natare that have
been drawn of old, or of late by Plato,
Ariftotle, Epicuras, Des Cartes, Hﬂéﬁf or
any other that I know of, feem to agree
but in one thing, which is, the Want of
Demonftration or Satisfaltion, to any
thinking and unpoflefled Man ; and feem
more or lels probable one than another,
according to the Wit and Eloquence of
the Authors and Advocates that raife or
defend them ; like Juglers Tricks, that
have more or lefs Appcarance of being
real, according to the Dextroufnefs and
Skill of him that plays ’em; whereas

pet-
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perhaps if we were capable of knowing
Truth and Nature, thefe fine Schemes
would prove like Rover Shots, fome
nearer and fome further off, but all at
great Diftance from the Mark ; it may
be none in Sight.

Yet 1 the mudft of thefe and many
other fuch Difputes and Contentions in
their Natural Philofophy, they feemed
toagree much better in their Moral ; and
upon their Enquiries after the Ultimate
End of Man, which was his Happinefs,
their Conrentions or Differences feem’d
to be rather in Words, than in the Senfe
of their Opintons, or in the true Mean-
ing of their feveral Authors or Mafters
of their Sects : All concluded, that Hap-
pinels was the Chief Good, and ought
to be the Ultimate End of Man; that
as this was the End of Wifdom, fo Wi
dom was the Way to Happinefs. The
Queltion then was, In what chis Happi-
nefs confifted 2 The Contention grew
-warmel(t between the Stoicks and Epicu-
reans ; theother Se@sin this Point fiding
in a manner with one or the other of
thefe, in their Conceptions or Expreffi-
ons. TheStoicks would haveit to con-
fift in Virtue, and the Epicureans in
Pleafure ; yet the moft reatonable of the
Stoicks, made the Pleafure of Virtue to

be
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be the greateft Happine(s ; and the beft
of the Epicureans made the greateft
Pleafure to confilt in Virtue; and the
Difference between thefe two, feems nat.
eafily difcovered: All agreed, the great-
- eft Temper, if not the total fubduing of
Paffion, and exercife of Reafon, to be
the State of the greateft Felicity : To live
without Defires or Fears, or thofe Per-
turbations of Mind and Thought, which
Paffions raife : To place true Riches in
wanting little, rather than in poflefling
much ; and true Pleafure in Tempe-
rance, rather than in fatisfying the Sen-
fes: To live with Indifference to the
common Enjoyments and Accidents of
Lite, and with Conftancy upon the
greateft Blows of Fate or of Chance; not
to difturb our Minds with fad Refle&i-
ons upon what is paft, nor with anxious
Cares or raving Hopes about what is to
come; neither to difquiet Life with th’
Fears of Death, nor Death with the De
firesof Life: but in both, and in all things
clfe, to follow Nature, feem to be the
Precepts moft agreed among them.
Thus Reafon feems only to have been
called in, to allay thofe Diforders which
it felf had raifed, to cure its own Wounds,
and pretends to make us wife no other
way, than by rendring us infenfible.
This
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“This at feaft was the Profeffion of many
rigid Stoicks, who would have had a wife
Man, not only without any fort of Pal-
fion, but without any Senfe of Pain, as
well as Pleafure ; and to enjoy himfelt
‘1n the midft of Difeafes and Torments,
‘as well as of Health and Eafe: A Princi-
ple, in my Mind, againft common Na-
ture and common Senfe; and which
might have told us in fewer Words, or
with lefs Circum{tance, thata Man to be
wife, thould not be a Man; and this
perhaps might have been eafie enough to
believe, but nothing {o hard as the other.
TheEpicureans were more intelligible
in their Notion, and fortunate in their
Expreflion, when they placed a Man’s
Happinefs in the Tranquility of Mind,
and Indolence of Body ; for while we are
compofed "of both, | doubt both muit
have a Share in the Good or 1l we feel.
As Men of feveral Languages, fay the
fame things in very different Words, fo
in feveral Ages, Countries, Conftituti-
ons of Laws and Religion, the famething
feems to be meant by very different Ex-
preffions: What is called by the Stoicks
Apathy, or Difpafiion ; by the Scepticks
Indifturbance ; by the Molinifts Quie-
“tifm ; by common Men, Peace of Con-
fcience ; feems all to mean but great

Tran-
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Tranquility of Mind, though it be made:
to proceed from fo diverfe Caufes, asi
Human Wifdom, Innocence of Life, or |
Refignation to the Will of God. An
old Ufurer had the fame Notion when
he faid, No Man could have Peace of
Confcience, that run out of his Eftate ;
not comprehending what elle was meant
by that Phrafe, befides true Quiet and
Content of Mind; which however ex-
prefled, 1s, I fuppofe, meant by all; to
be the beft Account that can be given of
the Happinefs of Man, fince no Man
can pretend to be happy without it.

I have often wondred, how fuch fharp
and violent Invectives came to be made
fo generally againft Epicuras by the Ages
that followed him, whofe Admirable
Wit, Felicity of Expreffion, Excellence
of Nature, Sweetnefs of Converfation,
Temperance of Life, and Conftancy of
Death, made him f{o beloved by his
Friends, admired by his Scholars, and
honoured by the Athenians. But this In-
juftice may be faftned chiefly upon the
Envy and Malignity of the Stoicks at
firft, then upon the Miftakes of fome
grofs Pretenders to his Sect, (who took
Pleafure only to be fenfual) and after-
wards, upon the Piety of the Primitive

Chriftians, who efteemed his Principles
“LRioh




[ 871

of Natural Philofophy, more oppofite to
thofe of our Religion, than either the
- Platonifts, the Peripateticks, or Stoicks
~ themfelves: Yet, I confefs, 1 do not know
why the Account given by Lucretius of
the Gods, fhould be thought more Im-
pious, than that given by Femer, who
makes them not only fubject to all the
weakefl Paflions, but perpetually bufiein
all the worft or meaneft Actions of Men.
But Epicurus has found fo great Ad-
vocates of his Virtue, as well as Learn-
ing and Inventions, that there need no
more ; and the Teftimonies of Diogenes
Laertius alone, {eemtoo fincere and im-
partial to be difputed, or to want the
Affiftance of Modern Authors: Ifall fail-
ed, he would be but too weil defended
by the Excellence of fo many of his
Sect in all Ages, and efpecially of thofe
who lived in the Compafs of one, but
the greateft in Story, both as to Perfons
and Events: I need name no more than
Cefar, Atticus,Meczenas, Lucretins Virgil,
Florace ; all admirable in their feveral
Kinds, and perhapsunparallel’d in Story.
Cefar, If confiderd in all Lights, may
juftly challenge the firft Place in the
Regifters we have of Mankind, equal
only to himfelf, and furpafiing all others
~of his Nationand his Age, in the Virtues,

and
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and Excellencies of a Statefman, a Cap.
tain, an Orator, an Hiftorian ; befides all
thefe, a Poet, a Philofopher, when his
Leifure allowed him ; the Greateft Man
of Counfel and of A&ion, of Defign and
Execution ; the Greateft Noblenefs of
Birth, of Perfon and of Countenance ;
the Greateft Humanity and Clemency
of Nature, in the midft of the Greateft
Provocations, Occafions and Examples
of Cruelty and Revenge: ’Tis true, he
overturned the Laws and Conftitutions
of his Country, yet ‘twas after {o ma-
ny others had not only begun, but pro-
ceeded very far, to change and violate
them; {o as in what he did, he feems
rather to have prevented others, than
to have done what himfelf defigned ;
for though his Ambition was vaft, yet
it fcems to have been raifed to thofe
Heights, rather by the fnfolence of his
Enemies, than by hisown Temper; and
that what was natural to him, was only
a Defire of true Glory, and to acquire it
by good Actions as well as great, by Con-
quefts of barbarous Nations, extent of
the Roman Empire; defending at fir(t
the Liberties of the Plebeians, oppofing
the Faction that had begunin Sy//a, and
ended in Pompey: And in the whole
Courfe of his Vicories and Succefles,

feeking
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fecking all Occafions of Bounty to his
Friends, and Clemency to his Enemies.

Atticus appears to have been one of
the Wifeft and Beft of the Romans ; Learn-
ed without Pretending, Good without
Affectation, Bountiful without Defign,
a Friend to all Men in Misfortune, a Flat-
terer to no Man in Greatnefs or Power, a
Lover of Maonkind, and Beloved by
them all; and by thefe Virtues and Dii-
pofitions, he paffed fafe and untouched,
through all the Flames of Civil Diffentie
ons that ravag'd his Country the great-
eft Part of his Life ; and though he never
entred into any Publick Affairs, or Par-
ticular Factions of his State, yet he was
Favoured, Honoured, and Courted by
them all, from Sylla to Auguftus.

Mecenas was the Wifeft Countellor,
the Trueft Friend, both of his Prince
and his Country, the Beft Governor of
Rome, the Happieft and Ableft Negotia-
tor, the Beft Judge of Learning and
Virtue, the Choiceft in his Friends, and
thereby the Happieft in his Converfa-
tion that has been known in Srory ; and
I think, to his Condu& in Civil, and
Agrippa’s in Military Affairs, may be
truly Afcribed all the Fortunes and
Greatnefs of duguftus, {o much Celebra-
ted in the World.

G For
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For Lucretius, ¥irgi and Horace, they
deferve in my Opinion, the Honour of
the Greateft Philofophers, as well as the
Beft Poets of their Nation or Age. The
Two firft, befides what looks like fome-
thing more than Human in their Poetry,
were very Great Naturalifts, and admi-
rable in their Morals: And Horace, be-
fides the Sweetnefs and Elegancy of his
Lyricks, appears in the reft of his Wri-
tings, {o great a Mafter of Life, and of
true Senfe in the Conduét of it, that I
know none beyond him, It was no
mean Strain of his Philofophy, to refufe
being Sccretary to Auguflus, when fo
Great an, Emperor {o much defired it
But all the different Se@s of Philofo.
phers, feem to have agreed in the Opi-
nion, of a Wife Man’s abﬁaznmg from
Publick Affairs, which is thought the
Meaning of Pythagoras’s. Precept ; To
abftain from Beans, by which thf: Af-
fairs or. Publick Refolutions in. Athens
were managed. ‘They thought that
Sort. of Bufinefs too grofs and: material
for the abftracted Einenefs of their
culations. They efteemed. it too fordid
and too artificial for. the Cleannefs. and
Simplicity of their Manners and. Lives.
They would have no Part in the Faults
of a Government; and they knew
too
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too well, that the Nature and Paffions’
of Meén made them incapable of any
that was: Perfect and Good; and there-
fore thought all the Service they could
do to' the State they lived under, was
to ménd the Lives and Manners of par-
ticular Men that compofed it. But where
Factions were once entred and rooted
in'a State, they thought it Madunefs for
sood: Men- to meddl:‘: with Publick Afs
fairs'; which made them turn their
Tlmnghts and Entertainments to’ any
thing rather than this: And Iﬁ*rqcizmj
having upon the Factions of the Citi-
zens;: quitted the. Government of his
City, and amufing himfelf, to play with
the  Boys in'the Porch of the Temple,
ask’d thofe who wondred at hum, Whether
‘twas not better to play with [uch Boys, than
govern' [uch Men 2> But above all; they
efteemed ‘Pstlick Bufinefs the moft con-
trary: of all others, to that Tranquikty
of Mind, which they efteemed and
tavght, to be the only true Felicity of
Man. | |
For this Reafon' Epicarus® pafled- his
Life whoelly: in- his Garden ; there he
Studied; there he Exercifed, there he
taughe his Philofophy ; and mdeed 1o
other fort of Abode feems to contribute
fo- much, to both the Tranquility of
G2 l\i'ind,
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Mind, and Indolence of Body, which
he made his Chief Ends.. The Sweet-
nefs of Air, the Pleafantnefs of Smells,
the Verdure of Plants, the Cleannefs
and Lightnefs of Food, the Exercifes of
Working or Walking; but above all, the
Exemption from Cares and Sollicitude,
feem equally to favour and improve
both Centemplation and Health, the
Enjoyment of Senfe and Imagination,
and thereby the Quiet and Eafe both of
the Body and Mind.

Though Epicarus be {aid to have been
the firt that had a Garden in Athens,
whofe Citizens before him, had theirs
in their Villaes or Farms without the
City ; yet the Ufe of Gardens feems to
have been the moft Ancient and moft
- General of any Sorts of Poffeffion among
Mankind, and to have preceded thofe
of Corn or of Cattel, as yielding the
eafier, the pleafanter, and more natural
Food. As it has been the Inclination of
Kings, and the Choice of Philofophers,
{o 1t has been the common Favourite of
Publick and Private Men ; a Pleafure of
the Greateft, and the Care of the Mean-
eft; and indeed, an Employment and a
Pofleflion, for which no Man is too
High nor too Low. '

If we believe the Scripture, we muft

allow
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allow that God Almighty efteemed the
Life ofa Man ina Garden, the happieit
he could give him, or elfe he would
.not have placed Adam in that of Eden;
that it was the State of Innocence and
Pleafure ;: and that the Life of Husban-
dry and Cities, came in after the Fall,
with Guilt and with Labour.

Where Paradife was, has been much
debated, and little agreed; but what
fort of Place i1s.meant by it, may per-
haps eafier be conjeCtured. It feems
to have been a Perftan Word, fince Ze-
#ophon and other Greek Authors mentis
on it, as what was much in Ufe and De-
. light among the Kings of thofe Eaffern
Countries.  Strabo defcribing Fericho,
fays, 1bi eft palmetum, cui immixte funt,
etiam alie [lirpes hortenfes, locus ferax,
palmis abundans, [patio ffadiorum centum,
totus irriguus, ibi eft Regia & Balfami
Paradifus. He mentions another Place,
to be prope Libanum & Paradifum. And
Alexander is written to have feen Cyrus’s
Tomb in a Paradife, being a Tower not
very great, and covered with a Shade
of Trees about it. So that a Paradife
among them feems to have been a large
Space of Ground, adorned and beautified
with all Sorts of Trees, both of Fruits and
of Foreft, either found there before it was

G 3 inclofed,
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inclofed, or planted after; either culti-
vated like Gardens, for Shades and for
Walks, with- Fnuntams or Streams, and
all Sorts of Plants ufual in the Climate,
and pleafant to the Eye, the Smell, or
the Tafte; or elle imployed, like our
Parks, for Inclofure and Harbour of all
Sorts of Wild Beafts, as well as for the
Pleafure of Riding and Walking : And
fo they were of more or lefs Extent, and
of differing Entertainment, according to
the feveral Humors of the Princes that
ordered and inclofcd them.

Semiramis is the firft we are told of in
Story, that brought them in Ufe through
her Empire, and was {o fond of them,
as to make one where ever fhe built,
and in all, or moft of the Provinces fhe
fubdued ; which are faid to have been
from Baéﬂm as far as India. ‘The Affyrian
Kings continued this Cultom and Care,
or rather this Pleafure, till one of them
bruught in the Ule of imaller and more
regular Gardens: For having married
a Wife he was fond of, cut of one ofthe
Provinces, where i"uch Paradifes or Gar-
dens were much i1n Ule, and the Couns
try Lady not well bearing the Air or In-.
clofure of the Palace in Badylon to which
the Affyrian Kings ufed to confine them-
felves; he made her Gardens, not only

within
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within the Palaces, but upon Terrafes
ratfed with Earth, over the arched
Roofs, and even upon the Top of the
highett Tower, planted them with all
Sorts of Fruit-Trees, as well as other
Plants and Flowers, the moft plealant
of that Country; and thereby made at
leaft the moft airy Gardens, as well as
the moft coftly, that have been heard of
in the World. This Lady may probablv
have been Native of the Provinces of
Chafimir, or of Damafcas, which have
in all times been the happielt Regiors
for Fruits of all the Eaff, by the Excel-
lence of Soil, the Pofition of Mountains,
the Frequency of Streamns, rather than
the Advantages of Climate. And ’tis
great Pity we do net yet fee the Hiftory
of Chafimiry which Monfiear Bérnier af-
fured me he had tranflated out of Per-
fian, and intended to Publith; and of
which he has given fuch a Tafte, in hisex-
cellent Memoirs of the Mogul's Country.,

The next Gardens we read of, are
thofe of Solomon, planted with all Sorts
of Fruit-Trees, and watéred with Foun-
tains ; and though we have no more
particular Defcription of them; yer we
may find, they were the Places where
he pafled the Times of his Leifure and
Dehight, where the Houfes as well as

G 4 Grounds,
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Grounds, were adorned with all that
could be of pleafing and elegant, and
were the Retreats and Entertainments
of thofe among his Wives that he loved
the beft; and ’tis not improbable, that
the Paradifes mentioned by Strabo, were
planted by this Great and Wifeft King.
But the Idea of the Garden muft be very
great, if it anfwers at all to that of the
Gardiner, who muft have imployed a
great deal of his Care and of his Study,
as well as of his Leifure and Thought in
thefe Entertainments, fince he writ of
all Plants, from the Cedar to the Shrub.
What the Gardens of the Hefperides
were, we have little or no Account,
further than the Mention of them, and
thereby the Teftimony of their having
been 1n Ufe and Requeft, in fuch Remote-

nefs of Place, and Antiquity of Time.
The Garden of Alcinous, deferibed by
Homer, feems wholly Poetical, and made
at the Pleafure of the Painter; like the
reft of the Romantick Palace, in that
little barren Ifland of Pheacia or Corfu.
Yet as all the Pieces of this Tranfcendent
Genius, are compofed with excellent
Knowledge, as well as Fancy; fo they
{eldem fail of Inftrution as well as De-
light, to all that read him. The Seat
ot this Garden, joining to the Gates Ef
the



Eox )

the Palace, the Compafs of the Inclo-
fure, being Four Acres, the Tall Trees
of Shade, as well as thofe of Fruit, the
Two Fountains, one for the Ufe of the
Garden, and the other of the Palace,
the continual Succeffion of Fruits through-
out the whole Year, are, for ought I
know, the beft Rules or Provifions that
can go towards compofing the Beft
Gardens; nor is it unlikely, that Homer
may have drawn this Picture after the
Life of fome he had feen in fowia, the
Country and ufual Abode of this Divine
Poet; and indeed, the Region of the
‘moft refined Pleafures and Luxury, as
well as Invention and Wit : For the Hu-
mor and Cuftom of Gardens may have
defcended earlier into the Lower Afia,
from Damafcus, Affyria, and other Parts
of the Eaffern Empires, though they
feem to have made late Entrance, and
fmaller Improvement in thofe of Greece
and Rome ; at leaflt in no Proportion to
their other Inventions or Refinements of
Pleafure and Luxury.

The long and flourifhing Peace of the
ewo firlt Empires, gave earlier Rife and
Growth to Learning and Civility, and
all the Conlequences of them, in Mag-
nificence and Elegancy of Building and
Gardening ; whereas Greece and Rome

wcere
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were almolt perpetually engaged in
Quarrels and Wars, either Abroad or at
Home, and fo were bufie in A&ions
that werc done under the Sun, rather
than thofe under the Shade. Thefe were
"the Entertainments of the fofter Nati-
ons, that fell under the Virtue and
Prowefs of the two lalt Empires, which
from thofe Conquefts brought home
mughty Increafes both of Richeggand
Luxury, and fo perhaps loft more than

they got by the Spoils of the Eaft.
There may be another Reafon for the
fmall Advance of Gardening in thofe ex-
cellent and more temperate Climates,
where the Air and Soil were fo apt of
themfelves to produce the belt Sorts of
Fruits, without the Necefiity of cultiva-
ting them by Labour and Care; whereas
the Hotter Climates, as well as the Cold,
arc forced upon Induftry and Skill, to
produce or improve many Fruits that
grow of themfelves in the more tempe-
rate Regions. However it were, we
have very little Mention of Gardens in
Old Greece, or in Old Rome, for Pleafure
or with Elegance, nor of much Curiouf-
nefs or Care, to introduce the Fruits of
Foreign Climates, contenting themfelves
with thofe which were Native of their
own; and thefe were the Vine, the
Olive, ¢
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Olive, the Fig, the Pear, and the Ap-
ple : Cato, as | remember, mentions no
more; and their Gardens were then but
the neceffary Parc of their Farms, in-
tended particularly for the cheap and
eafie Food of their Hinds or Slaves, im-
ployed in their Agriculture, and fo were
turned chiefly to all the common Sorts
of Plants, Herbs, or Legumes, (as the
Fremeh call them) proper for common
Nourifhment ; and the Name of Aortus
is taken to be from Orrus, becaufe it per-
petually furnifhes fome Rife or Producti-

on of fomething new in the World.
Lucullus, atter the Mithridatick War,
firft brought Cherries from Pontus
into [taly, which fo generally pleas'd,
and were fo eafily propagated in all
Climates, that within the Space of about
an Hundred Years, having travelled
Weltward with the Romarn Conquefts,
they grew common as far as the Rbiune,
and paffed over into Britain. After
the Conqueft of Adfrick, Greece, the
Lefler Afta, and Syréa, were brought in-
to Iraly, all the Sorts of their Mala,
which we interpret Apples, and might
fignifie no more at firft, but were after-
wards applied to many other Foreign
Fruits: The Apricocks coming from
Epire, were called Mala «BEpirotica ;
Peaches
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Peaches from Perfra, Mala Perfica; Cii'
trons of Media, Medica; Pomgranates
from Carthage, Punica; Quinces Catho-
wea, from a fmall Ifland in the Grecism
Seas; their beft Pears were brought
from Alexandria, Numidia, Greece and
Numantia ; as appears by their feveral
Appellations : Their Plums, from Arme-
#ia, Syria, but chiefly from Damafcus.
The Kinds of thefe are reckon'd in Nero’s
time, to have been mear Thirty, as well
as of Figs; and many of them were en-
tertained at Rome with fo great Ap-
plaufe, and fo general Vogue, that the
great Captains, and even Confular Men,
who firft bropght them over, took Pride
in giving them their own Names, (by
which they run a great while in' Rome)
as in Memory of fome great Service or
Pleafure they had done their Country ;
fo that not only Laws and Battels, but
feveral Sorts of Apples or Mala, and of
Pears, were called Manlian and Claudian,
Fompeyan and Tiberian; and by feveral
other fuch Noble Names.

Thus the Fruits of Rome, in about an
Hundred Years, came from Countries as
far as their Conquefts had reached ; and
like Learning, Architecture, Painting and
Statuary, made their great Advances in
Italy, about the Auguftan Age. What Wa?

0
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of moft Requeft in their common Gar-
dens in VFirgils time, or at leaft in his
Youth, may be conje€tured by the De-
feription of his Old Coriczan’'s Garden, in
the Fourth of the Georgicks; which
begins,

Namq; [ub Ocbalie memini me turribus altis.

- Among Flowers, the Rofes had the
fir{t Place, efpecially a Kind which bore
twice a Year; and none other Sorts are
here mention'd befides the Narciffus,
tho' the Violet and the Lily were very
common, and the next in Efteem; efpe-
cially the Breve Lilium, which was the
Tuberoufe. 'The Plants he mentions, are
the Apium, which tho -commonly inter-
preted Parfly, yet comprehends all Sorts
of Smallage, whereof Sellery is one ; Cu-
cumis, which takes in all Sorts of Me-
lons, as well as Cucumbers ; O/«s, which
152 common Word for all Sorts of Pot-
Herbs and Legumes; Perbenas, which
fignifies all Kinds of Sweet or Sacred
Plants that were ufed for Adorning the
Altars ; as Bays, Olive, Rofemary, Mir-
tle : The Acantus feems to be whar we
call Pericanthe; but what their Zederp
were, that deferv'd Place in a Garden, I

cannot guefs, unlefs they had Sorts of Ivy
un-
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unknown to us; nor what his Fefeum
Papaver was, fince Poppies with us are
of no'Ulen eating. The Fruits mention-
ed, are only Apples, Pears, and Plurns;
for Olives, Vines and Figs; were grown
to be Fruits of their Fields, rather than
of their Gardens. The Shades were the
Elm, the Pine, the Lime-Tree, andthe
Platanus, or Plane-Tree; whofe Leaf and
Shade, of all others, was the moft in'Re-
queft ; and having been:brought out: of
Perfia, was fuch an Inclination among
the Greeks and Romans, that they ufu-
ally fed it with Wine inftead’ of Water;
they believed this Tree loved that Li-
quor, as well as thofe that ufed to drink
under its Shade ; which was a great Hu-
mor and Cuftom,. and perhaps gave Rife
to the other, by obferving the' Growth
of the Tree, or Largenefs of the Leaves,
where: much: Wine was Spilt or left,
ahd thrown upon the Roots.

"Tis great Pity the Halte which irgi!
feems here to have been'in, fhould have
hindered him from entring farther into
the Account or Inftructions of Garden-
ing; which he faid he could have given,
and which he feems to have fo much
efteemed and loved; by that admirable
Picture of this Old Man’s Felicity; which
he draws like fo great a Mafter, with

" one
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one Stroke of a Pencil in thofe Four
Words:

Regum. @quabat opes animis,

That in the mid® of thefe fmall Pofief-
fions, upon a few Acres of Barren
Ground, yet he equalled all the Wealth
and Opulence of Kings, in the Eafe,
Content, and Freedom of his: Mind.

I am oot farisfied with the common
Acceptation of the Alala Aurea, for O-
ranges ; nor do I find any Paffage in the
Authors of thav Age, which gives me
the Opinion, that thele were otherwife
known to the Romans than as Fruits of
the Eaftern.Climates. 1 fhould take their
Mala Aurea to be rather fome kind of
Apples, fo called from the Golden Co-
lour, as fome are among(t us; forother-
wife, the Orange-Tree is too Noble in
the Beauty, Tafte and Smell of its Fruit ;
in the Perfume and Virtve of its Flow-
ers; in the perpetual Verdure of its
Leaves, and in the excellent Ufes of all
thefe, both for Pleafure and Health: Not
to have deferved any particular Mentionr
in the Writings of an Age and Nation,
fo refined and exquifite in all Sorts of
Delictous Luxury.

Thecharming Delcription Firgilmakes

of
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of the happy Apple, muft be intended
either for the Citron, or for fome Sort
of Orange growing in Media, which was
either fo proper to that Country, as not
to grow inany other, (as a certain Sort of
Fig was to Damafcus) or to have loft its
Virtue by changing Soils, or to have had
its Effe€t of curing fome fort of Poifon
that was ufual in that Country, but par-
ticular to it: I cannot forbear inferting
thofe few Lines out of the Second of #ir-
gil's Georgicks, not having ever heard
any Body elfe take Notice of them.

Media fert trifles fuccos tardumg; [aporem

Felices Mali, quo non prafentibus ullum,

FPocula fi quando [mve infecere Noverce,

Auxilium venit, ac membris agit atra ve-
nend ;

Ipfa ingens arbos, faciemq; fimillima lauro,

Et [t non alios late jactaret odores,

Laurus erst, folia haud ullis labentiaventis

Flos apprima tenax, animas (S olentia Medi

Ora fovent iljo, ac fenibus medicantur an-
helis. :

Media érings pois’mous Herbs, and the flat
tafle

Of the blefs'd Apple, than which néer was
found '

A Help more prefent, when curf? Step-Dames
mix : _

Their mortal Cups, to drive the Venom out.,

Tis



[ 105 ]

"Tis a large Tree, and like a Bays in Hue ;
And did it not fuch Odours caft about,
“Twoid be a Bays, the Leaves with no Winds

fall,
The Flowers all excel : With thefe the Medes
Perfume their Breaths, and cure old Pﬂf‘f €
Men.

The Tree being fo like a Bays or
Lawrel, the flow or dull Tafte of the
Apple, the Virtue of it againft Poifon,
feem to defcribe the Citron. The Per-
fume of the Flowers and Virtues of
them, to cure Il Scents of Mouth or
Breath, or Shortnefs of Wind in Pur-
fie Old Men, feem to agrec moft with
the Orange : If Flos apprima tenax, mean
only the Excellence of the Flower a-
bove all others, ‘it ‘may be intended
for the Orange : If it fignifies the Flow-
ers growing moft upon the Tops of the
Trees, 1t may be rather the Citron; for
I have been fo curious as to bring up a
Citron from a Kernel, which at Twelve
Years of Age, began to flower ; and T ob-
ferved all the Flowers to grow upon
the Top Branches of the Tree, but to be
nothing fo High or Sweet-fcented, as the
Orange. On the other {ide, I have al-
ways heard Oranges to pafs for a Cordi-
al Juice, and a great Prefervative againft
the Plague, which 1s a fort of Venom;

H {o
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{o that I know not to which of thefe
we are to afcribe this lovely Pi€ture of
the happy Apple; but I am fatisfied by
it, that neither of them was at all com-
mon, if at all known in Ztaly, at that
time, or long after, though the Fruit be
now fo frequent there in Fields, (at leaft
in fome Parts) and make {fo common
and delicious a Part of Gardening, even
in thefe Northers Climates. -

’Tis certain thole Noble Fruits, the
Citron, the Orange and the Lemon,
are the Native Product of thofe Noble
Regions, Affyria, Media and Perfta; and
tho’ they have been from thence trani-
planted and propagated in many Parts of
Europe, yet they have not arrived at fuch
Perfection in Beauty, Tafte or Virtue, as
in their Native Soil and Climate, This
made it generally obferved among the
Greeks and Romans, That the Fruits of
the FEafl far excelled thole of the Weft.
And feveral Writers have trifled away
their Time in deducing the Reafons of this
Difference, from the more Benign or
Powerful Influences of the Rifing Sun.
But there is nothing more evident to any
Man-that has the lea{t Knowledge of the
Globe, and gives himielf Leave to think,
than the Folly of fuch Wife Reafons, fince
the Regions that are Eaff to wus, are

- mﬁ
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Weft to fome others; and the Sun rifes
alike to all that lie in the fame Lati-
tude, with the fame Heat and Virtue
upon its firft Approaches, as well as in
its Progrefs. Befides, if the Eaffern
Fruits were the better only for that Po-
fition of Climate, then thofe of 7ndia
fhould excel thofe of Perfia; which we
do not find by comparing the Accounts
of thole Countries: But Affyria, Media
and Perfia, have been ever efteemed, and
will be ever found the true Regions of
the Beft and Nobleft Fruits in the World.
‘The Reafon of it can be no other, than
that of an excellent and proper Soil, be-
ing there extended uader the beft Cli-
mate for the Production of all Sorts of the
beft Fruits: which feems to be from
about Twenty five, to about Thirty five
Degrees of Latitude. Now the Regions
under this Climate in the prefent Perfian
Empire, (which comprehends moft of
the other Two, called anciently Affyria
and Media) are compoled of many Pro-
vinces full of great and fertile Plains,
bounded by high Mountains, efpecially
to the North; watered naturally with
many Rivers, and thofe by Art and La-
bour derived into many more and
{maller Streams, which all conipire to
form a Country in all Circum{tances, the

4 - ‘moft
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moft proper and agreeable for Producti-
on of the Beft and Nobleft Fruits. Where-
as if we furvey the Regions of the We-
ftern World, lying in the fame Latitude
between Twenty five and Thirty five
Degrees, we fhall find them extended
either over the Mediterranean Sea, the
Ocean, or the Sandy barren Countries
of Africa; and that no Part of the Con-
tinent of Europe lies {o Southward as
Thirty five Degrees. Which may ferve
to difcover the true genuine Reafon,
why the Fruits of the Eaff have been al-
ways obferved and agreed, to tranfcend
thofe of the Weft.

In our North-Weft Climates, our Gar-
dens are very different from what they
were in Greeceand /taly, and from what
they are now in thofe Regions in Spaix,
or the Southern Parts of France. And as
moft general Cuftoms in Countries, grow
from the different Nature of Climates,
Soils or Situations, and from the Necef-
fities or Induftry they impofe, fo do thefe.

In the warmer Regions, Fruits and
Flowers of the beft Sorts are fo com-
mon, and of fo eafie Produion, that
they grow in Fields, and are not worth
the Coft of Inclofing, or the Care of more
than ordinary Cultivating. Onthe other
fide, the great Pleafures of thofe Climates

are



109 ]

are Coolnefs of Air, and whatever looks
cool even to the Eyes, and relieves them
from the unpleafant Sight of Dufty
Streets, or Parch’d Fields. This makes the

Gardens of thofe Countries to be chiefly
valued by Largenefs of Extent, (which
gives greater Play and Opennefs of Air)
by Shades of Trees, by Frequency of Li-
ving Streams or Fountains, by Per{pe-
¢tives, by Statues, and by Pillarsand Obe-
lisks of Stone fcattered up and down,
which all confpire to make any Place
look Freth and Coaol.  On the Contrary,
the more Northern Climates, as they fuf-
fer little by Heat, make litctle Provifion
againft it, and are carele(s of Shade, and
feldom curious in Fountains. Good Sta-
tues are in the Reach of few Men, and
common ones are generally and juftly
defpifed or negleCted. But no Sorts of
good Pruits or Flowers, being Natives
of the Climates, or ufual among us; (nor
indeed the belt Sorc of Plants, Herbs,
Sallads for our Kitchin-Gardens them-
felves) and the beft Fruits not ripenin

without the Advantage of Walls or Pali~
{ades, by Reflection of the faint Hear we
receive from the Sun, our Gardens are
made of fmaller Compafs, feldom ex-
ceeding Four, Six, or Eight Acres; Inclo-
fed with Walls, and laid out in a manner,

HoEy wholly
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wholly for Advantage of Fruits, Flowers,
and the Produé& of Kitchin-Gardens in
all Sorts of Herbs, Sallads, Plants and
Legumes, for the common Ule of Tables.

Thefe are ufually the Gardens of Eng-
land and Holland, as the firft Sort are
thofe of Zraly, and were fo of old. In the
more temperate Parts of France, and in
Brakant, (where | take Gardening to be
at its greateft Height) they are compo-
{ed of both Sorts, the Extent more {paci-
ous than ours; part laid out for Flowers,
others for Fruits; fome Standards, fome
againft Walls or Palifades, fome for Fo-
reft-Trees and Groves for Shade, fome
Parts Wild, fome Exaét; and Fountains
much in Requelt among them.

Rut after fo much Ramble into Anci-
ent Times, and Remote Places, to return
Home and confider the prefent Way and
Homour of our Gardening in England ;
which feem to have grown into fuch
Vogue, and to have been fo mightily
improved in Three or Four and twenty
Years of His Majefty’s Reign, that per-
haps few Countries are before us, either
in the Elegance of our Gardens, or in the
Number of our Plants; and I believe.
none cquals us in the Variety of Fruits,
which may be juftly called good ; and
from the earlieft Cherry and Strawberry,

to
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to the laft Apples and Pears, may fur-
nith every Day of the circling Year. For
the Tafte and Perfe&ion of what we
. efteem the beft, I may truly fay, that the
FErench, who have eaten my Peaches and
Grapes at Shewe, in no very Il Year, have
generally concluded, that the laft are as
good as any they have eaten in France, on
this fide Fountainbleaun ; and the firlt as
good as any they have eat in Gafcony ;
! mean thofe which come from the
Stone, and are properly called Peaches,
not thofe which are hard, and are term-
ed Pavies ; for thefe cannot grow in too
‘warm a Climate, nor ever be good in a
cold ; and are better at Madrid, than in
Gafcony it felt: Italians have agreed,
my White Figs to be as good as any of
that Sort in fraly, which is the earlier
kind of White Fig there; for in the
latter kind, and the Blue, we cannot
come near the warm Climates, no more
than in the Frontignac or Mufcar Grape.
My Orange-Trees are as large asany 1
faw when 1 was young in Frame, ex-
cept thofe of Fountainblean, or what I
have feen fince in the Low Countries,
except fome very old ones of the Prince
of Orange’s; as laden with Flowers as
any can well be, as full of Fruit as I
fuffer or defire them, and as well tafted

H 4 as
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as are commonly brought over, except
the beft Sorts of Sevil and Portugal. And
thus much 1 could not but fay, in De-
fence of our Climate, which is fo much
and fo generally decried Abroad, by
thofe who never faw it; or if they have
been here, have yet perhaps feen no
more of it, than what belongs to Inns,
or to Taverns and Ordinaries ; who ac-
cule our Country for their own De-
faults, and {peak Ill, not only of our
(Gardens and Houfes, but of our Hu-
mours, our Breeding, our Cuftoms and
Manners of Life, by what they have ob-
{ferved of the Meaner and Bafer Sort of
Mankind ; and of Company among us,
becaufe they wanted themfelves perhaps,
either Fortune or Birth, either Quality
or Merit, to introduce them among the
Good.

[ muft needs add one thing more in
Faveur of our Climate, which I heard
the King fay, and I thought New and
Right, and truly like a King England,
that leved and elteemed his own Coun-
try : "T'was in Reply to fome of the Com-
pany that were reviling our Climate, and
extolling thofe of Ztaly and Spain, or at
leaft of Frame: He faid, He thought
that was the beft Climate, where he
could be abroad in the Air with Plea-

| fure,
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fure, or at leaft without Trouble and
Inconvenience, the moft Days of the
Year, and the moft Hours of the Day ;
and this he thought he could be in
England, more than inany Country he
knew of in Euxrope. And I believe it is
true, not only of the Hot and the Cold,
but even among cur Neighbours in
France, and the ZLow-Countries them-
{felves ; where the Heats or the Colds,
and Changes of Seafons, are lefs treat-
able than they are with us.

The truth 1s, our Climate wants no
Heat to produce excellent Fruits; and
the Default of it, is only the fhort Sea-
fon of our Heats or Summers, by which
many of the latter are left behind, and
imperfect with us. But all fuch as are
ripe before the end of Auguff, are for
ought I know, as good with us as any
where elfe. This makes me efteem the
true Region of Gardens in Exgland, to be
the Compafs of Ten Miles about Lox-
don 3 where the accidental Warmth of
Air, from the Fires and Steams of fo
vaft a Town, makes Fruits, as well as
Corn, a great deal forwarder than in
~ Fampfbire or Wiltfbire, though more
Southward by a full Degree.

There are, beflides the Temper of
our Climate, two things particular to us,

that
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that contribute much to the Beauty and
Elegance of our Gardens, which are the
Gravel of our Walks, and the Finenefs,
and almoft perpetual Greennefs of our
Turf. The firft is not knoown any
where elfe, which leaves all their Dry
Walks in other Countries, very unplea-
fant and uneafie. ‘The other cannot be
found in France or in Holland as we have
it, the Soil not admitting that Finenefs
of Blade in Holland, nor the Sun that
Greennels in France, during moft of the
Summer ; nor indeed is it to be found
but in the Fineft of our Soils.

Whoever begins a Garden, ought in
the firft place, and above all, to confi-
der the Soil, upon which the Tafte of
not only his Fruits, but his Legumes,
and even Herbs and Sallads, will wholly
depend ; and the Default of Soil 1s
without Remedy : For although all Bor-
ders of Fruit may be made with what
Earth you pleafe, (if you will be at the
Charge ) yet it muft be renewed in Two
or Three Years, or it runs into the Nature
of the Ground where ’tis brought. Old
Trees {pread their Roots further than
any Bodies Care extends, or the Forms
of the Garden will allow ; and after all,
where the Soil about you is lll, the Arr
is fo too in a Degree, and has Influence

upon
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upon the Tafte of Fruit. What Horace
fays of the Productions of Kitchin-Gar-
dens under the Name of Caulis, is true
of all the beft Sorts of Fruits, and may
determine the Choice of Soil for all
Gardens.

Caule fuburbano qui ficcis crevit in agris.
Dulcior, irriguis nihil eff elutius hortis.

Plants from dry Fields thofe of the Town

excel,

Nothing more taffelefs is than water'd
Grounds.

Any Man had better throw away his
Care and his Money upon any thing elfe,
than upon a Garden in Wet or Moift
Ground. Peaches and Grapes will have
no Tafte but upon a Sand or Gravel; but
the Richer thefe are, the better ; and nei-
ther Sallads, Peafe or Beans, have at all
the Tafte upon a Clay or Rich Earth, as
they have upon either of the others, tho’
the Size and Colour of Fruits and Plants
may perhaps, be more upon the worfe
Soils.

Next to your Choice of Soll, is to fuit
your Plants to your Ground, fince of
this every one is not Mafter ; though
perhaps #Zarre's Judgment upon this

Cafe,
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Cafe, 1s the wifeft and the beft ; for to
one that asked him, What he fhould do
if his Father or Anceftors had left him
a Seat in an Ill Air, or upon an Ill Soil 2
He anfwered, Why Sell it, and Buy ano-
ther in Good > But what if T cannot get
Halfthe Worth > Why then take a Quar-
ter ; but however, Sell it for any thing
rather than live upon it.

Of all Sorts of Soil, the beft is that
upon a Sandy Gravel, or a Rofiny Sand ;
whoever lies upon either of thefe, may
run boldly into all the beft Sort of Peach-
es and Grapes, how Shallow foever the
Turf be upon them ; and whatever other
Tree will thrive in thefe Soils, the Fruit
fhall be of much finer Tafte than any
other : A richer Soil will do well enough
for Apricocks, Plums, Pears or Figs;
but full the more of the Sand in your
Earth the better, and the worle the more
of the Clay, which is proper for Oaks,
and no other Tree that [ know of.

Fruits thould be fuited to the Climate
among us, as well as the Soil; for there
are Degrees of one and the other in
England, where tis to little Purpofe to
plant any of the beft Fruits, as Peaches
or Grapes, hardly I doubt, beyond
Northamptonfbire, at the furtheft North-
wards : And I thought it very prudent

: in
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in a Gentleman of my Friends in Staf-
fordfbire, who is a great Lover of his
Garden, to pretend no higher, though
his Soil be good enough, than to the
Perfection of Plums; and in thefe (by
beftowing South Walls upon them ) he
has very well fucceeded, which he could
.never have done in Attempts upon
Peaches and Grapes; and a good Plum
is certainly better than an 1ill Peach.

When [ was at Cofeve/t with that
Bithop of Munfter, that made fo much
Noife in his time, I obferved no other
‘Trees but Cherries in a great Garden
he had made. He told me the Reafon
was, becaufe he found no other Fruit
would ripen well in that Climate, or up-
on that Soil; and therefore inftead of
being curious in others, he had only
been fo in the Sorts of thar, whereof he
had fo many, as never to be withcut
them from May to the end of September.

As to the Size of a Garden, which
will perhaps, in time grow extravagant
among us, I think from Four or Five, to
‘Seven or Eight Acres, is as much as any
Gentleman need defign, and will furnifh
as much of all that is expe¢ted from it,
as any Nobleman will have occafion to
ufe in his Family.

In every Garden Four Things are ne-

ceflary
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ceffary to be provided for, Flowers,
Fruit, Shade and Water; and whoever
lays out a Garden without all thefe,
muft not pretend it in any Perfection :
It ought to lie to the beft Parts of the
Houfe, or to thofe of the Mafter’s com-
moneft Ufe, fo as to be but like one of
the Rooms out of which you ftep into
another. The Part of your Garden
next your Houfe, (belides the Walks
that go round it ) fhould be a Parterre
for Flowers, or Grafs-Plots bordered
with Flowers; or if, according to the
Neweft Mode, it be caft all into Grafs-
Plots and Gravel Walks, the Drinefs of
thefe fhould be relieved with Fountains,
and the Plainnefs of thofe with Statues;
otherwife, if large, they have an ill Effect
upon the Eye. However, the Part next
the Houfe fhould be open, and no other
Fruit but upon the Walls. If this take
up one Half of the Garden, the other
fhould be Fruit-Trees, unlefs fome
Grove for Shade lie in the Middle. If
it take up a Third Part only, then the
pext Third may be Dwarf-Trees, and
the Laft Standard-Fruit; or elfe the Se-
cond Part Fruit-Trees, and the Third all
Sorts of Winter-greens, which provide

for all Seafons of the Year.
I will not enter upon any Account of
Flowers,
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Flowers, having only pleafed my felf
with feeing or {melling them, and not
troubled my felf with the Care, which
1s more the Ladies Part than the Mens;
but the Succefs is wholly in the Gardi-
ner. For | Fruits, the beft we have in
England, or 1 believe can ever hope for,
are, of Peaches, the White and KRed
Maudlin, the Minion, the Chevreufe, the
Ramboullet, the Musk, the Admirable,
which is late ; all the reft are either va-
rified by Names, or not to be named
with thefe, nor worth troubling a Gar-
den, in my Opinion. Of the Pavies or
Hard Peaches, 1 know none good here
but the Newington, nor will that eafily
hang till ’tis full ripe. The forward
Peaches are to be efteemed only becaufe
they are early, but yet thould find Room
in a good Garden, at lealt the White
and Brown Nutmeg, the Perfrar, and
the Violet Musk. The only good Ne-
torins are the Murry and the French ;
of thefe there are two Sorts, one very
round, the orher fomething long, but the
round 1s the beft : Of the Murry there
are {everal Sorts, but being all hard, they
are feldom well ripened with us.

Of Grapes, the beft are the Chaffelas,
‘which is the better Sort of our White
Mufcadine, ( as the ufual Name was)

abour
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about Sheen ; ’tis called the Pearl-Grape,
and ripens well enough in common
Years, but not fo well as the common
Black, or Currand, which is fomething a
worfe Grape. The Parfley is good and pro-
per enough to our Climate, but all White
Frontiniacks are difficult, and feldom
ripe unlefs in extraordinary Summers.

[ have had the Honour of bringing
over four Sorts into Fwugland ; the Ar-
boyfe from the Franche Comte, which is a
{mall White Grape, or rather runs into
fome {mall and fome great upon the fame
Bunch ; it agrees well with our Climate,
but is very choice in Soil, and muft have
a fharp Gravel ; it is the moft delicious of
all Grapes that are not Mufcat. The Bur-
gundy, which is a Grizelin or Pale Red,
and of all others is fureft to ripen in
our Climate, fo that I have never known
them to fail one Summer thefe Fifteen
Years, when all others have; and have
had it very good upon an Eaff Wall. A
Black Mufcat, which is called the Dow-
ager, and ripens as well as the common
White Grape. - And the Fourth is the
Grizelin Frontignac, being of that Co-
lour, and the higheft of that Tafte, and
the Nobleft of all GrapesI ever eat in
England 5 but requires the horteft Wall
and the fharpeft Gravel; and muft be

| favour-
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- favoured by the Summer too, to be very
good. All thefe are, I fuppofe, by this
time, pretty common among fome Gar-
deners in my Neighbourhood, as well as
feveral Perfons of Quality ; for I have
ever thought all things of this kind, the
commoner they are made, the better.

Of Figs there are among us the
White, the Blue, and the Tawny: The
laft is very fmall, bears ill, and I think
but a Bawble. Of the Blue there are
two or three Sorts, but little different,
one fomething longer than the other;
but that kind which {wells moft, is ever
the beft. Of the White [ know but two
Sorts, and both excellent ; one ripe in
the beginning of Faly, the other in the
end of September, and is yellower than
the firft; but this is hard to be found
among us, and difficult to raife, though
an excellent Fruit.

Of Apricocks the beft are the com-
mon old Sort, and the large{t Mafculin ;
of which this laft is much improved by
budding upon a Peach Stock. 1 efteem
none of this Fruit but the Braffe/’s Apri-
cock, which grows a Standard, and is
one of the beft Fruits we have; and
which I firft brought over among us.

I The
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+ The Number of good Pears, efpeci-
ally Summer, is very great, but the beft
are the Blanquet, Robin, Roufielet, Ro~
fati, * Sans, Pepin, Jargonell. OFf the
Autumn, the Buree, the Vertelongue,
and the Bergamot. . Of the Winter, the
Vergoluz, Chafleray, St~ Michael,  St.
Germain, and Ambret : 1 eftcem the
Bon-Cretien with us good for nuthmg
but to bake.

Of Plums the beft are St. jfuhmf, St
Catharine, White and Blue Pedrigon,
Queen- Morber, Sheen-Plum, and Che*-_‘_
{ton. '

Bevond the'Sorts T have named,’ none’
I think need trouble himfelf, but mulei-
ply thefe, rather than make room’ for
more Kinds; and I am contentto leave
this Regifter, having been fo often’ de-
fired it by my Friends upon their Deﬁgns
of Gardening, |

I need fay nothing of Apples, being
fo well known among us’; but the beft
of our Climate, and | believe of ‘alf o=
thers, is the Golden Pippin ; and for all
forts of Ules: The next is' the Kentifh
Pippin; but thefe I think are'as far from’
their Perfection with us as Grapes, and
vield to thofe of Normandy, as thefe to
tho{e in Anjor, and even thefe to thofe in

" Gafecony.
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Gaféony. 1In other Fruits the DefeCt of
Sun is in a great Meafure {upplied by
the Advantage of Walls.

The next Care to that of {uiting Trees
with the Soil, is that of fuiting Fruits to
the Pofition of Walls. Grapes, Peaches,
~ and Winter-Pears to be good, muft be
planted upon full South, or South-Eaft;
Figs are belt upon South-Eaff, but wil
do well upon Eaff and South-Weft :
The Weft are proper for Cherries, Plums
or Apricocks; but all of them are im-
proved by a Soath Wall both as to Early
and Tafte : North, North-Weft, or North-
Eaft, deferve nothing but Greens; thefe
fhould be divided by Woodbines or Jef-
femins between every Green, and the
other Walls, by a Vine between every
Fruit-Tree ; the beft Sorts upon the
South-Walls, the common White and
Black upon Eaff and Weft, becaufe the
other Trees being many of them (efpe-
- cially Peaches) very tanfitory; fome
apt to die with hard Winters, others to
be cut down and make room for new
Fruits ¢ Without this Method the Walls
are left for feveral Years unfurnifhed ;
whereas the Vines on each fide cover
the void Space in one Summer, and
when the other Trees are grown, make

1 2 | only
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only a Pillar between them of Two or
Three Foot broad.

Whoever would have the beft Fruits
in the moft Perfe€tion our Climate will
allow, fhould not only take care of gi-
ving them as much Sup, but alfo as much
Air as he can; no Tree, unlefs Dwarf,
{fhould be fuffered to grow within Forty
Foot of your beft Walls, but the farther
they lie open, is ftill the better. Of
all others, this care is moft neceflary in
- Vines, which are obferved abroad to
make the beft Wines, whete they lie
upon fides of Hills, and fo moft expo-
{ed to the Air and the Winds. The way
of pruning them too, is beft learn’d from
the Vineyards, where you fee nothing
in Winter, but what looks like a dead
Stump ; and upon our Walls they thould
be lett but like a Ragged Staff, notabove
two or three Eyes at moft upon  the
Bearing Branches; and the lower the
Vine and fewer the Branches, the Grapes
will be ftill the better. '

The beft Figure of a Garden is either
a Square or an Oblong, and either upon
a Flat or a Defcent ; they have all their
Beauties, but the beft I efteem an Ob-
long upon a Defcent. The Beauty, the
Air, the View makes Amends for the

Expence,
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Expence, which is very great in finithing
and fupporting the Terras-Walks, in le-
velling the Parterres, and in the Stone-.
Stairs that are necellary from one to the
other.

The perfecteft Figure of a Garden |
ever faw, either at Home or Abroad,
was that of Moor-Park in Hartfordfbire,
when I knew it about Thirty Years ago.
It was made by the Countefs of Bed-
ford, efteemed among the greateft Wits
of her time, and celebrated by Doctor
- Donne ; and with very great Care, ex-
cellent Contrivance, and much Coft;
but greater Sums may be thrown away
without Effect or Honour, if there want
Senfe in Proportion to Mony, or if Na-
ture be not followed ; which I take to
be the great Rule in this, and perhaps
in every thing elfe, as far as the Conduct
not only of our Lives, but our Govern-
ments. And whether the greateft of
Mortal Men fhould attempt the forcing
of Nature, may beft be judged, by ob-
ferving how feldom God Almighty does
it Him(elf, by fo few, true and undifpu-
ted Miracles, as we fee or hear of in
the World. For my own Part, I know
not three wifer Precepts for the Condut
either of Princes or Private Men, than
P L3 —Ser-
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Servare Modum, Fivemy; tueri,
Naturamg; fequi.

Becaufe 1 take the Garden 1 have na-
med, to have been in all Kinds the moft
Beauriful and Perfe®, at lealt in the
Figure and Difpofitien, that 1 have ever
{fcen, I will defcribe it for a Model to
thofe that meet with fuch a Situation,
and are above the Regards of common
Expence. Tt lies on the fide of a Hill,
(upon which the Houfe ftands) but not
very fteep. The Length of the Houle,
where the beft Rooms, and of moft Ule
or Pleafure are, lies upon the Breacth
of the Garden, the Great Parlour opens
into the Middle of a Terras Gravel-
Walk that lies even with it, and which
may be as I remember, about Three hua-
- dred Paces long, and broad in Propor-
tion; the Border fet with Standard
Lawrels, and at large Diftances, which
have the Beauty of Orange-Trees out of
Flower and Fruit ; From this Walk are
Three Defceats by many Stone Steps 1n
the Middle and at each End, into a very
large Parterre. This is divided 1into
Quarrers by Gravel-Walks, and adorn-
ed with Two Fountains and Bight Sta-
" - 'tues |
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tues in the feveral Quarters 3 at the End
of the Terras-Walk are Two Summer-
Houfes, and the Sides of the Parterre
are ranged with two large Cloifters,
open to the Garden, upon Arches of
Stone, and ending with two other Sum-
“mer-Houfes even with the Cloifters,
which are paved with Stone, and de-
figned for Walks of Shade, there being
none other in the whole Parterre. Over
thefe two Cloifters are two Terrafies
covered with Lead, and fenced with Ba-
lufters; and the Pafiage into thefe Airy
Walks, is cut of the two Summer-Houfes
at the End of the fir(t Terras-Walk.
The Cloifter facing the South is cove-
red with Vines, and would have been
proper for an Orange-Houle, and the
other for Myrtles, or other more com-
.mon Greens; and had, 1doubt not, been
calt for that Purpofe, if this Piece of
Gardening had been then in as much
Vogue as it 15 now. .

From the Middle of this Parterre is a
Defcent by many Steps flying on each
fide of a Grotto that lies between them
(covered with Lead, and Flat) into the
lower Garden, which is all Fruit-Trees
~ ranged about the feveral Quarters of a
Wildernefs whith is very Shady ; the

I 4 Walks
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Walks here are all Green, the Grotta
embellifh’d with Figures of Shell-Rock-
work, Fountains and Water-works. If
the Hill had not ended with the lower
Garden, and the Wall were not bound-
ed by a common way that goes through
the Park, they might have added a
Third Quarter of all Greens; but this
Want is fupplied by a Garden on the
other fide the Houfe, which is all of
that Sort, very Wild, Shady, and Adorn-
ed with rough Rock-work and Founs
£ains, - :

This was Moor-Park, when | was ac-
quainted with it, and the fweeteft Place,
I think, that T have feen in my Life, ei-
ther before or fince, at Home or Abroad ;
what it is now I can give little Account;
having pafled through feveral Hands
that have made great Changes in Gar-
dens as well as Houfes ; but the Remem:
brance of what it was, is too pleafant
cver to forget, and therefore I do not
believe to have miftaken the Figure of
it, which may ferve for a Pattern to the
‘belt Gardens of our Manoer, and that
are moft proper for our  Country and
Climate, - S ERIL » B

What
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What I have faid of the beft Forms
of Gardens, is ‘meant only of {uch as
are in fome fort regular ; for there may
be other Forms wholly irregular, that
may, for ought I know, have more
Beauty than any of the others; but
they muft owe it to fome extraordinary
Difpofitions of Nature in the Seat, or
fome great Race of Fancy or Judgment
in the Contrivance, which may reduce
many difagreeing Parts into fome Fi-
gure, which fhall yet wpon the whole,
be very agreeable, Something of this
1 have feen in fome Places, but heard
more of it from others, who have li-
ved much among the Chinefes ; a People,
whofe way of Thinking, feems to lie as
wide of ours in Europe, as their Coun-
try does.  Among us, the Beauty of
Building and Planting is placed chiefly
in fome certain Proportions, Symme-
tries, or Uniformities; our Walks and
our Trees ranged {o, as to anfwer one
another, and at exa¢t Diftances. The
Chinefes icorn this way of Planting, and
fay a Boy that can tell an Hundred, may
plant Walks of Trees in ftrait Lines, and
overagainft one another, and to what
Length and Extent he pleafes. But their
greatefll Reach of Imagination, is em-
i - ployed
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ployed in contrwing Figures, where the
Beauty fhall be great, and ftrike the Eye,
but without any Order or Difpofition of
Parts, that fhall be commoaly or eafily
obfervid. And though we have hardly
any Notion of this fort of Beauty, yet
they have a particular word to exprefs
ir; and where they find it hit their Eye
at fult Sight, they fay the Sharawadgi is
fine or is admirable, orany fuch Expref-
fion of Efteem. And whoever obferves
the Work upon the beflt Zndian Gowns,
or the Painting upon their beft Skreens
or Purceilans, will find their Beauty is
all of this Kind, (that is) without Order.
But I fhould hardly advife any of thefe
Attempts in the Figure of Gardens a-
mong us ; they are Adventures of too
hard Atchievement for any common
Hands ; and tho’ there may be more
Honour if they fucceed well, yet there
is more Dithonour if they fail, and ’tis
Twenty to One they will ; whereas in
regular Figures, 'tis hard to make any
ercat and remarkable Faults.

The PiCture 1 have met with in fome
Relations of a Garden made by a Dutch
Governour of their Colony, upon the
Cape de Buen Efperance is admirable, and -
delcribed to be of an Oblong Figure,

: very
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very large Extent, and divided into
Four Quarters by long and crofs Walks,
ranged with all forts of Orange-Trees,
Lemons, Limes and Citrons ; each of
thefe Four Quarters is planted with the
Trees, Fruits, Flowers and Plants that
are native and proper to each of the
Four Parts of the World ; {o as in this
onie Inclofure are to be found the feveral
Gardens of Europe, Afia, Africk and
America. There could not be in my
Mind, a greater Thought of a Gardener,
nor a nobler Idea of a Garden, nor bet-
ter fuited or chofen for the Climate,
which 1s about Thirty Degrees, and
may pafs for the Fefperides of our Age,
whatever or wherever the other was.
Yer thus is agreed by all to have been in
the Iflands or Continent upon the South-
Weft of Africa, but what their Forms
or their Fruits were, none that I know,
pretend to tell; nor whether their
Golden Apples were for Tafte, or only
for Sight, as thofe of Montezuma were
in Mexico, who had large Trees, with
Stocks, Branches, Leaves and Fruits, all
admirably compofed and wrought of
Gold ; but this was only ftupendous in
Colt and Art, and anfwers not at all in

my
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iy Opinion, the delicious Varicties of
Nature 1 other Gardens. :

What T have faid of Gardening, is
}1crllap§\ennugh for any Gentleman to
know, fo as to make no great Faults,
nor be much impofed upon in the De.
figns of that Kind, which I think ought
to be applauded, and encouraged in all
Countries. 'That and Building being a
fort of Creation, that raife Beautiful
Fabricks and Figures out of nothing,
that make the Convenience and Plea-
fure of all private Habitations, that em.
ploy many Hands, and circulate much
Money among the poorer fort and Artje
fans, thatare a publick Service to ones
Country, "by the Example as well as
Effe&t, which adorn the Scene, improve
the Earth, and even the Air it felf in
fome Degree. The reft that belongs to
this Subject, muft be a Gardener’s Parr ;
upon whofe Skill, Diligence and Care,
the Beauty of the Grounds, and Excel-
lence of the Fruits will much depend.
Though if the Soil and Sorts be well -
chofen,  well fuited, and difpofed” to
the Walls, the Ignorance or Carelefnefs
of the Servants can hardly leave the
Mafter difappointed. *

i wi!}5
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I will not enter further upon his
Trade, than by Three fhort Directions
or Advices : Firft, In all Plantations, ei-
ther for his Mafter or himfelf, to draw
his Trees out of fome Nurfery, that is,
upon a leaner and lighter Soil than his
own where he removes them; without
this Care they will not thrive in feveral
Years, perhaps never ; and muft make
way for new, which fhould be avoided
all that can be; for Life is too fhort and
uncertain, to be renewing olten your
Plantations. The Walls of your Gar-
den without their Furniture, look as ill
as thofe of your Houfe; fo that vou
cannot dig up your Garden too often,
nor too feldom cut them down.

The Second 15, In all Trees you raife,
to have fome Regard to the Stock, as well
as the Graft or Bud ; for the firft will
have 2 Share in giving Tafte and Seafon
to the Fruits it produces, how little {o-
ever it is ufually obferved by our Gardep-
ers. 1 have found Grafts of the fame
Tree upon a Bon-cretien-Stock, brin
Chafleray Pears, that lafled till March,
buc with a Rind Green and Rough :
And others, upon a Metre-John-Stock,
with a fmooth and Yellow Skin, which

| were
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were rotten in November. 1 am apt t
think, all the Dilference between the St.
Michael and the Ambrette Pear (whick
has puzzled our Gardéners) is only what
comes from this Variety of the Stocks;
and by this perhaps, as well as by raifing
from Stones and Kernels, moft of the
new Fruits are produced every Age.  So
the Grafting a Crab upona White Thorn
brings the Lazarolli; a- Fruit efteemed
at Rome, tho’ | do not find it worth cul
tivating here ; and T believe' the Cidra-
to ( or Hermaphrodite) came from
Budding a Citron upon an Orange. The
belt Peaches are raifed by Buds of the!
beft Fruits upon Stocks, growing fromi
Stones of the belt Peaches; and fo the!
beft Apples and Pears; from the beft|
Kinds grafted upon Stocks, from Kernels
alfo of the beft Sorts, with Refpect tol
the Seafon, as well as Beauty and Tafte.
And | believe {o many excellent Winter-
Pears as have come into France fince For»
ty Years, may have been found out by
grafting Summer-Pears of the fineft Tafte
and moft Water, upon Winter-Stocks. -

The Third Advice 1s, To take the
greatell Careand Pains in preferving yout
Trees from the worft Difeale, to which
thofe of the beft Fruits are {ubject in thE

be
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beft Soils, and upon the belt Walls. "Tis
what has not been (that } know of)
taken Notice of with us, till I wasforced
to obferve it by the Experience of my
Gardens, though [ have fince met with
it ‘in Books both Ancient and Modern.
I“found my Vines, Peaches, Apricocks
and Plums upon my beft South-Walls,
and fometimes upon my Weft, apt for
feveral Years to a Soot, or Smuttinefs
upon their Leaves firft, and then upon
theéir Fruits, which were good for no-.
thing the Years they were fo affefted.
My Orange Trees were likewife fubject
to it, and never profpered while they
were fo; and I have known fome Col-
leGions quite deftroyed by it. But I
cannot fay, that I ever found either my
Figs or Pears infected with it, nor any
Trees upon my Eaft-Walls, though I do
not well conje®ure at the Reafon. The
reft were {o fpoiled with it, thac I com-
plained to feveral of the oldeft and beft
Gardeners of England, who knew no.
thing of it, but that they often fell into
the fame Misfortune, “and efteemed it
fome Blight of the Spring. 1 obferved
after fome Years, that the difeafed Trees,
had very frequent upon their Stocks and
Branclics, a fmall Infe@ ofa dark brown
L Colour,
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Colour, figured like a Shield, and about
the Size of a large Wheat-Corn : They
ftuck clofe to the Bark, and in many
Places covered ity efpecially about the
Joints : In Winter they are dry, and
thin-fhell'd ; but in Spring they begin to
grow foft, and to fill with Moifture,
and to throw a Spawn like a Black Duft
upon the Stocks, as well as the Leavesand
Fraits.

I met afterwards with the Mention of
this Difeafe, as known among Orange=
Trees, ina Book written upon that Sub-
ject in Holland, and fince in Paufanias,
as a thing {o much taken Notice of in
Greece, that the Author deferibes a cer-
rain {ort of Earth which cures Pedicu-
los Vitis, or, the Lice of the Vine., 'This
is of all others, the moft peftilent Difeafe
of the beft Fruit-Trees, and upon the
very belt Soils of Gravel and Sand
( efpecially where they are too hungry ¢ )
And is fo contagious, that it is propa-
gated to pcw Plants, raifed from old
‘T'rees that are infected, and fpreads to
new ones that are planted near.them,
which makes me 1magine, that it lies in
the Root, and that the beflt Cure were
by Application there. But I have tried
all Sorts of Soil without Effe&, and can

pLss
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prefcribe no other Remedy, than to Prune
your Trees as clofe as you can, efpecis
ally the tainted Wood, then to wath
them very clean with a wet Bruth, fo as
not to leave one Shell upon them that
you can difcern: And upon your Oranges
to pick oft every one that you can find,
by turning every Leaf, as well as brufh-
ing clean the Stocksand Branches. With-
out thefe Cares and Diligences, you had
better root up any Trees that are infect-
ed, renew all the Mold in your Borders
or Boxes, and plant new found Trees,
rather than fufler the Difappointments
and Vexation 6f your old ones.

I may perhaps be allowed to know
fomething of this Trade, fince [ have
fo long allowed my felf to be good for
nothing elfe, which few Men will do,
. or enjoy their Gardens, without often
. looking abroad to fee how other Mat-
. ters play, what Motions in the State,
- and what Invitations they may hope for
- 1nto other Scenes.

For my own part, as the Country
Life, and this Part of it more particu-
larly, were the Inclination of my Youth
it felf, fo they are the Pleafure of my
Age; and I can truly fay, that among
many great Employments that have

fallen
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fallen to my Share, I have never asked
or fought - for any one of them,. but of:
ten endeavoured to efcape from!them,
into the Eale and Freedom of a private
Scene, where a. Man may go hisiown
Way and his own Pace, inthe' common
Paths or Circles of Life.

Inter mm‘fsz leges & permﬁﬁaéfre a’ﬂﬁas

Qua ratione.gueas traducere lenitur avum,

Quid curas minuat, quid. te tibi reddat
dmmum -

Quid pure tranquillet, honos an dﬁfve lu-

cellum,
An fecretum iter; S fallentis fémzra vite.

Bat dﬁwﬁ all, the Learned read _dﬁd' :a.mi’

By what Means you may gently pafs your
Age,

QWI:’:;% Jfﬂem Care, wbsr makes thee tbme

own Friend,, :

What. traly edlins t!:e Mind, Hnmanr or’
Wealth,

Or elfe a private Path of flealing Life.

Thefe are Queftions that a Man ought
at leaft to zsk himfelf, whether he asks
others or no, and to chufe his Courfe
of Life rather by his own Humour and
Temper, than by common' Accidents,

L8) gl
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or Advice of Friends, at leaft if the
Spanifh Proverb be true, That a Fool
knows more 1n his own Houle, than a
Wife Man in another’s.

The Meafure of chufing well, is,
Whether a Man likes what he has chio-
fen, which I thank God has befallen me;
and though among the Follies of my
Life, Building and Planting have not
been the lea{t, and have coft me more
than T have the Confidence to own:
Eet they have been fully recompenced

v the Sweetnefs and Satisfaction of this
Retreat, where, fince my Refolution ta-
ken of never entring agiin into any
Publick Employments, [ have pafled
Five Years without ever going once to
Town, tho' I am almoft in Sight of it,
and have a Houfe there always ready to
receive me. Nor has this been any fort
of AffeGtation, as fome have thought i,
but a meer Want of Defire or Humour
to make {o {mall a Remove; for when
Iam 1n this Corner, I can truly fay wit
Horace, '
Me quoties reficit gelidus Digentia rivus,
Quid fentire patas, quid credis amice pre-

care @ G ' :

K2 Sit
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Sit mibi quod nunc eft etiam minus, ut mihi
vivam, '

Quod [upereft wvi, (i quid fupereffe volent
Diz.

Sit bona librorum, & provife frugis in
anntm

Copia, ne dubi fluitem [pe pendulus bors,

Hoc [atis eft oraffe Fovem qui donat &
aufert.

Me when the cold Digentian Stream ree
VIVES,

What does my Friend believe I think or ask ?

Let me yet lefs poffefs fo I may live,

What ’ere of Life remains, unto my [elf.

May I have Books enough, and one Tears
Store,

Not to depend upon each doubtful Hour ;

T'his is enough of mighty Jove to pray,

Who as He pleafes gives and takes away.

~ That which makes the Cares of Gar-
dening more neceflary, or at leaft more
excufeable, is, that all Men eat Fruit that
can get it, fo as the Choice 1s, only whe-
ther one will eat Good or 11l ; and be-
tween thefe the Difference is not great-
er in Point of Tafte and Delicacy, than
it is of Health: For the firft I will only
fay, That whoever has ufed to eat gnug:lii
Wi
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will do very great Penance when he
comes to 11l : And for the other, I think
nothing is more evident, than asill or
unripe Fruit is extreamly unwholfome,
and caufes fo many untimely Deaths, or
fo much Sicknefs about Autumn, in all
great Cities where tis greedily fold as
well as eaten: fo no part of Dyet, in
any Seafon, is fo Healthful, fo Natural,
and fo Agreeable to the Stomach, as good
and well-ripen’d Fruits; for this I make
the Meafure of thejr being good ; and
let the Kinds be what they will, if they
will not ripen perfeftly in our Climate,
they are better never planted, or never
eaten. 1 can fay it for my felf at leaft,
and all my Friends, that the Seafon of
Summer Fruits is ever the Seafon of
Health with us, which 1 reckon from
the beginning of Fuwe to the end of
September, and for all Sicknefles of the
Stomach (from which moft others are
judged to proceed) I do not think
any that are like me, the moft fubject
to them, fhall complain, whenever they
eat Thirty or Forty Cherries before Meals,
or the like Proportion of Strawberries,
White Figs, foft Peaches, or Grapes per-
feély ripe. But thefe after Mickaelmas, 1
do not think wholfome with us, unlefs

K 3 at-
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attended by fome Fit of Hot and Dry
Weather, more than is ufual after that
Scafon; when the Frofts or the Rain
have taken them, they grow dangerous,
and nothing but the Autumn and Win-
ter-Pears, are to be reckon’d in Seafon,
befides Apples, which with Cherries,
are of all others the moft innocent Food,
and perhaps the beft Phyfick. Now
whoeever will be fure to eat good Fruit, .
muft do it out of 2 Garden of his own ;
for befides the Choice fo neceflary in
the Sorts, the Soil, and fo many other
Circumitances that go to compofe a
good Garden, or procuce good- Fruits,
there is fomething very pice in gather-
ing them, and chufing the beft, even
trom the fame Tree. The beft Sorts
of all among us, which I efieem  the
White Figs and the foft Peaches, will
pot carry without {uffering. The beff-
Fruit that s bought, has no more of
the Mafter's Care, than how to 'raife
the greatelt Gains ; His, Bufinefs is to
have as much Fruit as he can upon
as few: Trees: whereas the way to
have 1t Excellent, is to have but little
apon many, ‘Lrees. - So-thar for all things
out of a Garden, cither of Sallads or
pigits, a, Poor Man will: eat betten,
' - that
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that has one ot his own, than a Rich
Man that has none. And this is all |
think of, Neceflary and Ufeful to be
known upon this Subject.

K. d. s ESoy
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ESSAY IIL

Of Heroick Virtue.

6 MONG all the Endowments
| of Nature, or Improvements
of Art, wherein Men have ex-

celled and diftinguifhed them-
felves moft in the World, there are Two
only that have had the Honour of being
called Divine, and of giving that Efteem
or Appellation to fuch as pofleffed them
in very eminent Degrees ; which are, He-
roick Virtue and Poetry : For Prophecy
cannot be efteemed any Excellency of
Nature or of Art, but wherever it is
true, is an immediate Gift of God, and
beftowed according to his Pleafure, and
upon Subjeds of the meaneft Capacity ;
upon Women or Children, or even things
inanimate ; as the Stones placed in the
HighPrieft’s Breaft-Plate, which were a
Sacred Qracle among the Fews.

Twill
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T will leave Poetry to an Effay by
it felf, and dedicate this only to that
antiquated Shrine of Heroick Virtue,
which however forgatten, or unknown
in later Ages, mufl yet be allowed to
have produced in the World, the Ad-
vantages moft valued among Men, and
which moft diftinguith their Under-
{tandings and their Lives, from the reft
of their Fellow-Creatures.

Though it be eafier to deferibe He-
roick Virtue, by the Effe€ts and Exam-
ples, than by Caufes or Definitions; yet
it may be faid to arife from fome great
and native Excellency of Temper or
Genius tranfcending the common Race
of Mankind, in Wildom, Goodnefs and
Fortitude. Thefe Ingredients advan-
taged by Birth, improved by Educati-
on, and affifted by Fortune, {cem to
make that Noble Compofition, which
gives fuch a Luftre to thofe who have
pofleft it, as made them appear to com-
mon Eyes, fomething more than Mortals,
and to have been born of fome Mixture,
between Divine and Human Race; To
have been Honoured and Obey’d in their
Lives, and after their Deaths Bewailed
and Adored. | %

~The
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The Greatnels of their Wifdom, ap-
peared in the Excellency of their In-
ventions; and thele by the Goodnefs
of their Nature, were turned and eXer-
cifed upon fuch Subjects, as were of ge-
neral Good to Mankind in the common
Ules of Life, or to their own Countries
in the Inftitutions of fuch Laws, Orders
or Governments, as were of moft Eafe,
Safety and Advantage to Civil Society.
Their Valour was imployed in defend-
ing their own Countries from the Vio-
lence of Il Men at Home, or Enemies
Abroad ; in reducing theiwr Barbarous
Neighbours, to the fame Forms and Or-
ders of Civil Lives and Inftitutions; or
in rclieving others from the Cruelties
and Opprellions of Tyranny and Vio-
lence. 'Thefe are all comprehended
in Three Verfes of Virgif, delcribing the
le(fed Seats in Elyftem, and thofe that
enjoyed them.

Hic manus ob patriam pugnando vuluera
palls

Inventas aut qui vitam excoluere per
artes,

Quigue [uz memores alios fecere meren-

i Jﬁ. :

Here
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Here fuch, as for their Country, Wounds
receivd:

Or who by Arts invented, Life improv'd,

Or by deferving made themfelves remem-
bred.

And indeed, the Charater of He-
roick Virtue, {feems to be in fhort, The
deferving well of Mankind. Where this
is chief in Defign, and great in Succefs,
the Pretence to a Hero lies very fair,
and can never be allowed without it.

I have faid, that this Excellency of
Genius muft be Native, becaufe it can
never grow to any great Height, if it
be only acquired or affeCted: But it
muft be ennobled by Birth, to give it
more Luftre, Efteem and Authority ; it
muft be cultivated by Education and
Inftruction, to improve its Growth, and
direct its End and Application ; and it
muft be affifted by Fortune, to preferve
it to Maturity ; becaufe the nobleft Spirit
or Genius in the World, if it falls, though
never {o bravely, in its firlt Enterprifes,
cannot deferve enough of Mankind, to
pretend to fo great a Reward, as the
Efteem of Heroick Virtue. And yet
perhaps, many a Perfon has dyed in the
firlt Battle or Adventure he at::hifsﬂf.!'f:d(l;i

an
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and lies buried in Silence and Oblivion ;
who had he out-lived as many Dangers
as Alexander did, might have fhined as
bright in Honour and Fame. Now
fince fo many Stars go to the making
up of this Conftellation, ’tis no Won-
der it has fo feldom appeared in the
World: nor that when it does, it is
received and followed with fo much

Gazing, and fo much Veneration.
Among the {impler Ages or Genera-
~ tions of Men, in feveral Countries, thofe
who were the firft Inventers of Arts ge-
nerally received and applauded as moft
neceflary or ufeful to Human Life, were
honoured Alive, and after Death worfhip-
ped as Gods. And fo were thofe, who
had been the firft Authors of any good
and well inftituted Civil Government
in any Country, by which, the Native In-
habitants were reduced from Savage and
Brutifh Lives, to the Safety and Conveni-
ence of Societies, the Enjoyment of
Property, the Obfervance of Orders,
and the Obedience of Laws; which were
followed by Security, Plenty, Civility,
Riches, Induftry, and all Kinds of Arts.
The evident Advantages and common
Benefits of thefe Sorts of Inftitutions,
made People generally inclined at Home
to
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to obey fuch Governours, the Neigh-

bour Natisns to Efteem them, “and

thereby willingly enter into their Pro~
teCtion, or ealily yield to the Force of

their Arms and Prowels. Thus Con-

quefts began to be made in the World,

and upon the fame Defigns of reducing
Barbarous Nations uato Civil and well

Regulated Conftitutions aad Govern-

ments, and of fubduing thofe by Force

to_obey them, who refufed to accept

willingly the Advantages of Life or Con-

dition that were thereby offered them.

Such Perfons of old, who excelling in

thofe Virtues, were attended by thefe
Fortunes, and made great and famous
Congquefts, and left them under good
Conflitutions of Laws and Govern-
ments; or who inftituted excellent and
lafting Orders and Frames of any Poli-
tical State, in what Compafs foever of
Country, or under what Names foever
of Civil Government, were obeyed as
Princes or Law-Givers in their own
Times, and were called in after Ages by
the Name of Heroes. . -

From thefe Sources, I believe, may be
deduced all or moft of the Theology
or Idolatry” of all the Ancient Pagan
Countries, within the Compafs of the

Four
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Four great Empires, fo much renowned
in Story, and perhaps of fome others, as
great in-their Conftitutions, and as ex-
tended in their Conquefts, though not
foo miuch celebrated or obferved by
Learned Men.

- Fromall T can gather, upon the Sur-
veys of ancient Story, T am apt to con-
clude, that Sastarn was a King of Crete,
and expelled that Kingdom by his Son.
That Fupiter having driven out his Fa-
ther from Crete, conquered Greece, or
at leaft' the Peloponnefus ; and having
among thole Inhabitants introduced the
Ufe of Agriculture, of Property and
Civility, and eftablifhed a Juit and Re-
gular Kingdom, was by them adored as
Chief of their Gods.

> Ante Fovem mulli fubigerunt arva co-
loni.

That his Brothers, Sifters, Sons and
Daughters, were Worfhipped likewife,
for the Inventions of things chiefly ufe-
ful, neceflary, or agreeable to Human
Life. “So Neptune, tor the Art or Im-
provement of Nuavigation; VPulcan, for
that of Forging Brafs and Iron; M:-
nervay of Spinning ; Apelle, of Mulick,

| and
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and Poetry ; Mercury, of Manual Arts
and Merchandife ; Bacchus, for the
Invention - of Wine; and Ceres of
Corn. |

I do not find any Traces left, by which
a probable Conjecture may be made of
the Age, wherein this Race of Saturn
flourifhed in the World, nor confe-
quently, what Length of Time they were
adored ; for as to Bacchus and Fercules,
it is generally agreed, that there were
more than one or two of thofe Names,
in very different Times, and perhaps
Countries, as Greece and Egypt ; and that
the laft, who was Son of Almena, and
one of the Argonauts, was very Modern,
in refpect of the other more Ancient, who
was contemporary with the Race of
Fupiter. But the Story of that Bacchus
and ZHercales, who are faid to have
Conquered /ndia, is grown too obfcure,
by the dark Shades of fo great Antiqui-
ty, or difguifed by the Mask of Fables,
and Fi¢tion of Poets.

The {fame Divine Honours, were ren-
dered by the Egyptians to Ofyris; in
whole Temple was infcribed on a Pil-
lar, That he had gone through all Coun-
trics, and every where taught Men all
that he found neceffary for the com-

JAnon
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mon good of Mankind, by the 4/fjrians,
to Belus, the Founder of that King-
dom, and great Inventer or !mprover
of Aftronomy among the Chaldgans,
by the Original Latins or Hetrufeans,
to Fanus,” who introduced Agriculture
into Italy ; and thefe Three were wor-
fhipped as Gods by thofe Ancient and
Learned WNations.

Ninus and Sefoftris were Renowned
for their mighty Conquefts, and e-
fteemed the two great Heroes of A[fy-
ria and of Egypr; the firlt having ex-
tended his Victories to the River Zndus,
and the other, thofe of the Egyptians,
over Afia, as far as Pontus. The time
of Ninus is controverted among Hifto-
. rans, being by fome placed Thirteen,
by others Eight Hundred Years before
Sardanapalus : But that of Sefoffris, is,
in my Opinion, much harder to be af-
firmed. For I do not fee how their
Opinion can be allowed, who make him
to be Sefack, that took Ferufalem in
the time of Reboboam, fince no more is
faid in Scripture of the Progrefs of that
Expedition : Nor is the time of it men-
tioned in the Graczan Story, though
fome Records are there found, of all
that paffed after the 7rojan War, and

L with
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with Diftin¢tion enough.  But the moft
ancient among them, fpeak of the Reign
of Sefoltris, and his mighty Conquetts,
as very ancient then, and agree the
Kingdom of Cholcos, to have defcended
from a Colony there Eftablifhed by this
famous King, as a Monument how far
Northward his Victories had extended.
Now this Kingdom flourifhed in the
time of the Argonants, and excelled in
thofe Arts of Magick and Enchant-
ments, which they were thought to
have brought with them out of Egypt ;
fo as I think the Story of this King
muft be reckoned as almoft covered
with the Ruins of Time.

The two next Heroes that enter the
Scene, are the Theban Flercules, and The-
feus, both renowned among the Greefs,
for freeing their Country from Fierce
Wild Bealls, or from Fiercer and Wilder
Men that infefted them; from Rob-
bers and Spoilers, or from Cruel and
Tawlefs Tyrants.” Thefeus. was belides
honoured as Founder of the more Civil
State or Kingdom of Athens, which Ci-
ty firft began to flourith and grow great
by his Inftitutions, though his Father
had been King of the Scattered Villages
or Inhabitants of Attica.

- In
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In the fame Age, flourithed Mimos
King of Crete, reputed to be Son of
Fupiter ; who by the Force and Num-
ber of his Fleets, became Lord of the
Agear flands, and moft of the Coafts
of Greecey, and was renowned as a He-
roe, for the Juftnefs of his Laws, and
the Greatnefs of his Reign,

For the Heroes, in the time of the
- Trojan Wars, fo much celebrated in
thofe two charming Poems, which from
them were called Heroical, though ris
eafie to take their Charaéers from thofe
admirable PiGures drawn of them by
Homer and Virgil, yet ’tis hard to find
them in the Relations of any Authen-
tick Story. That which may be obfer-
ved, 1s, that all the Condu& and Cou-
rage of Heclor, were imployed in the
Defence of his Country and his Father
againft a Foreign Invafion : The Valour
of Achilles was exercifed in the common
Caufe, wherein his whole Nation were
ingaged upon the fatal Revenge of the
Rape of Felen, though he had been af-
{fured by certain Prophefies, that he
fhould dye before the Walls of Zroy;
and «Eneas having imployed his urmoft
Prowef(s in defence of his Country, fa-
ved his Pather and the Trojas Gods, ga-

' 1 thered
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thered up the Remainders of his Ruin-
ed Country, failed to Zraly, and there
Founded a Kingdom, twhich gave
Rife to the greateft Empire of the
World.

About Two hundred and fifty Years

after thefe, Lycurgus inftituted the Spar-
tan State, upon Laws and Orders fo dif=
ferent from thofe ufual in thofe Times
and Countries, that more than Human
Authority feemed neceflary to eftablifh
them; and the Pythian Prieftefs told
him; fhe did not know whether fhe
fhould call him a God or a Man. And
indeed no Civil or Politick Conftitu~
tions have been more celebrated than
his; by the beft Authors of ancient Story
and Times.
- The next Heroes we meet with upon
Record, were Romulus and Numa, of
which the firft Founded the Roman City
and State, and the other Polifhed the Ci-
vil and Religious Orders of both in
fuch a Degree, that the Original Infti-
tutions of thefe two Law-givers conti-
nued as long as that Glorious State.

The next Heroe that came upon the
Stage, was Cyrus, who freed his Coun~
try from their Servitude to the Medes,
ereCted the Perflan Empire upon the

Ruins
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Ruins of the Affyrian ; adorned it with
excellent Conftitutions and Laws, and
extended it Weftward, by the Con-
queflt of all the Lefler 4fia and Lydia,
to the very Coafts of the Zgean Sea.
Whether the Pi¢ture of Cyrus drawn by
Xenophon, be after the Life, or only ima-
ginary, we may find in it the trueft
Characer that can be given of Heroick
Virtae: And ’tis certain his Memory
was always certain among the Perfrans,
though not profecuted by Divine Ho-
nours, becaufe that Nation adored one
Supream God, without any Reprefenra-
tion or Idol ; and in the next place the
Sun, to whom alone they offered Sa-
crifices.

Alexander was the next renowned
in Story, having founded the Grecian
Monarchy, by the intire Conqueft of
the Perfran, and extended it by the Ad-
dition of Greece and Macedon. But he
attained not the Efleem or Appellation
of an Heroe, though he aflc&ed and
courted it by his Mothers Stories of
his Birth, and by the Flatteries of the
Prieft and Oracle of Fupiter Ammon.
- His Pretence was juftly excluded by his
Intemperance in Wine, in Anger, and in
Luft; and more yet by his Cruelties and

L3 his



[ o5s 1

his Pride: For true Honour has fome-
thing in it {fo humorous, as to follow
commonly thofe who avoid and neg-
lect it, rather than thofe who ieck and
purfue it. Befides, he inftituted po Or-
ders or Frame of Government, in the
Kingdoms either of Macedon or Perfias;
but rather corrupted and difordered
thofe he found: And feems to have
owed the Succefs of his Enterprifes, to
the Councels and Conduét of his Fa-
ther’s old Officers ; after whofe Difgrace
and Fall, immediately f{ucceeded that
of his Fortune and his Life. Yet he muft
be allowed, to have much contributed
to his own Glory and Fame, by a great
native Genius and unlimited Bounty,
and by the greateft Boldnels of Enter-
prife, Scorn of Danger, and Fearlefnefs
of Death, that could be in any Mortal
Man. He was a Prodigy of Valour
and of Fortune, but whether his Vir-
tues or his Faults were greateft, is hard
to be decided.

Czfar, who is commonly efteemed to
have been Founder of the Roman Em-
pire, feems to have pofiefled very emi-
nently, all the Qualities, both Native
and Acquired, that enter into the Com-
pnﬁuon of an Heroe, but failed of the

Attribute
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Attribute or Honour, becaufe he over-
threw the Laws of his own Country,
and Orders of his State, and raifed his
Greatnefs by the Conqueft of his Fellow-
Citizens, more than of their Enemies ;
and after he came to the Empire, lived
not to perfect the Frame of fuch a Go-
vernment, or atchieve fuch Conquefts as
he feems to have had in Defign.

Thefe Four great Monarchies, with
the fmaller Kingdoms, Principalities and
States, that were {wallowed up by their
Conquefts and Extent, make the Sub-
ject of what 1s called Ancient Story,
and are fo excellently related by the
many Greek and Latin Authors, ftill ex-
tant and in common Vogue, {fo Com-
mented, Enlarged, Reduced into Order
of Time and Place, by many more of
the Modern Writers, that they are known
to all Men, who profefs to {tudy or en-
tertain themfclves with Reading. The
Orders and Inftitutions of thefe feveral
Governments, their Progrefs and Dura-
tion, their Succeffes or Decays, their E-
vents and Revolutions, make the com-
mon Themes of Schools and Colleges,
the Study of Learned, and the Conver-
fation of Idle Men, the Arguments of
Hiftories, Poems and Romances, From

L 4 the
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the Actions and Fortunes of thefe
Princes and Law-givers, are drawn the
common Examples of Virtue and Ho-
nour, the Reproaches of Vice, which
are illuftrated by the Felicities or Mif-
fortunes that attend them. From the
FEvents and Revolutions of thefe Go-
vernments are drawn the ufval Inftru-
Ctions of Princes and Statefmen, and the
Difcourfes and Refle¢tions of the great-
eft Wits and Writers upon the Poliricks.
From the Orders and Inftitutions, the
Laws and Cuftoms of thefe Empires and
States, the Sages of Law and of Juftice, in
all Countries, endeavour to deduce the
very common Laws of Nature and of
Nations, as well as the particular Civil
or Municipal of Kingdoms and Pro-
vinces. From thefe they draw their
Arguments and Prefidents in all Difputes
concerning the pretended Excellencies
or Defaults of the feveral Sorts of Go-
vernments that are extolled or decried,
accufed or defended. Concerning the
Rights of War and Peace, of Invafion
and Defence between Sovereign Princes,
as well as of Authority and Obedience,
of Prerogative and Liberty in Civil
Contentions. g1

-Yet
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- Yet the Stage of all thefe Empires and
Revolutions of all thefe Heroick Acti-
ons, and thefe famous Conftitutions,
(how Great or how Wife foever any of
them are efteemed) is but a limited
Compafs of Earth, thart leaves out many
vaft Regions of the World, the which,
though accounted Barbarous, and little
taken Notice of in Story, or by any
celebrated Authors, yet have a Right to
come in for their Voice, in agreecing
upon the Laws of Nature and Nations
(for ought T know) as well as the reft,
that have arrogated it wholly to them-
ielves; and befides, in my Opinion,
there are fome of them, that upon En-
quiry, will be found to have equalled
or exceeded all the others, in the Wifdom
of their Conftitutions, the Extent of
their Conquefls, and the Duration of
their Empires or States.

The famous Scene of the four great
Monarchies, was that Midland Part of the
World, which was bounded on the Eaft
by the River Indus, and on the Weft
by the Atlantick Ocean; on the North
by the River Oxuas, the Calpian and the
Euxine Seas, and the Dawube ; on the-
South by the Mountain Atlas, Ethige
pia, Arabia, and from thence to the
g Mouth
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Mouth of Indus, by the Southern

Ocean.

"Tis true, that Semiramis and Alex-
ander are faid to have conquered India ;
but the fir{t feems only to have fub-
dued fome Parts of it, that lie upon the
Borders of that River ; and Alexander’s
Atchievemeats there, feem rather like a
Journey than a Conqueft ; and though
he pierced through the Country, from
Indus to Ganges, yet he left even undif-
covered, the greateft Parts of that
Mighty Region, which by the Ancients
was reported to contain an Hundred and
eighteen Great and Populous Nations,
and which, for ought I know, were never
conquer’d but by the Zartars.

I reckon neither Scythia nor Arabia
for Parts of that ancient Scene of AGtion
and Story ; for tho Cyrus and Darius
entred the firft, yet they foon left i,
one with lofs of his Honour, and the
other of his Life. And for Arabia, 1 nei-
ther find it was ever conquered, or in-
deed well difcovered or furveyed; nor
much more known, than by the Com-
merce of their Spices and Perfumes.
I mean that part of it, which is called
Arabia Felix, and is environed on
three fides by the Sea ; for the Northern

- Skirts,
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Skirts, that join to Syria, have entred
into the Conquefls or Commerce of the
Four great Empires; but that which
{feems to have fecured the other, is the
ftony and fandy Defarts, through which
no Armies can pafs for want of Water.
Now if we confider the Map of the
World, as it lies at prefent before us,
fince the Difcoveries made by the Na-
vigations of thefe three laft Centuries,
we fhall eafily find what vaft Regions
there are, which have been left out of
that ancient Scene on all fides: And
tho' pafling for Barbarous, they have
not been efteemed worth the Pens of
any good Authors, and are known on-
ly by common and poor Relations of
Traders, Seamen or Travellers ; yet by
all I have read, I am inclined to be-
lieve that fome of thefe out-lying Parts
of the World, however unknow by
the Ancients, and overlook’d by the
modern Learned, may yet have afford-
ed as much Matter of Action and
Speculation, as the other Scene fo
much celebrated in Story, I mean
not only 1n their vat Extent, and Va-
riety of Soils and Climates, with their
natural Producions, but even in the

excellent  Conflitutions of Laws and

Cuftoms,
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Cuftoms, the wife and lafting Founda-
tions of States and Empires, and the
mighty Flights of Conquefts that have
rifen from fuch Orders and Inftituti-
ons.

Now becaufe the firft Scene is fuch
a beaten Road, and this fo little known
or traced, | am contént to take a fhort
Survey of our four great Schemes of Go-
vernment or Empire, that have {prung
and grown to mighty Heights, Jived ve-
ry long, and flourifhed much in thefe
remote (and as we will have it, more
ignoble) Regions of the World : Where-
of one is at the fartheft Degree of our
Eaftern Longitude, being the Kingdom
of China. The next is at the fartheft
Weftern, which is that of Perue. The
third 1s the utmoft of our Northern La-
titude, which is Scythia or Tartary.
And the fourth i1s Arabia, which lies
very far upon the Southern.

For thart vaft Continent of 4frica, that
extends between Mount At/as and the
Southern Ocean; tho it be found to
fwarm 1n People, to abound in Gold,
to contain many great Kingdoms, and
infinite {maller Principalities, to be
pierced by thofe two famous Rivers of
the Nile and the DNiger, to produce a
AL - Race
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Race of Men that feem hardly of the
fame Species with the reft of Mankind ;
Yet I cannot find any Traces of that He-
roick Virtue, that may entitle them to
any Share in this Effay.. For whatever
remains in Story of At/as or his King-
dom of old, is fo obfcured with Age or
Fables, that it may go along with thofe
of the Atlantick Iflands; tho -1 know
not whether thefe themfelves were by
Solon or Plate intended for Fables or no,
or for Relations they had met with
among the Egyptian Priefts, and which
perhaps were by them otherwile e-
fteemed. . |

 ISEOT
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: I 'HE Great and Ancient Kingdom
ot China is bounded to the Eaft

and South by the Ocean, to the North
by a Stone Wall of Twelve hundred
Miles long, raifed againft the Invafion
of the Zartars; and to the Weft, by
vaft and unpaflable Mountains or De-
farts, which the Labour or Curiofity of
no mortal Man has been ever yet known
to have pierced through, or given any
Account of. When Alexander would
have paffed the River Ganges, he was
told by the Zudians, that nothing be-
yond it was Inhabited, and that all was.
either impaffable Marfhes, lying be-
tween great Rivers, or fandy Defarts,
or {teep Mountains, full only of Wild
Beafts, but wholly deftitute of Mankind.
So as Ganges was efteemed by Ancients
the Bound of the Eaftern World : Since
the Ule of the Compafs, and Extent of
Navigation, it 1s found that there are
feveral populous Kingdoms lie between
Ganges
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Ganges and the Defarts or Mountains
that divide them from China; as Pegu,
Sizam, Crroteand others, lie inthis Space,
coafting along the Borders of great
Rivers Northwards; which are faid to
run about the length of wdus and Gan-
ges, and all of them to rife from one
mighty Lake in the Mountains of Tar-
tary. But from none of thefe Kingdoms
is known any other Way of Paffage or
Commerce into China, than by Sea.
From Indofton, or the Mogals Coun-
try, thereis none other ufual; and fuch
as travel from thence by Land, are for-
ced to go many Degrees Northward be-
fore they turn to the Eaft, to pafs many
Savage Kingdoms or Countries of the
Tartars, to travel through vaft Sandy
Defarts, and other prodigious High and
Steep Mountains, where no Carriage or
Beaft is able to pafs, but only Men on
Foot ; and over one Mountain particu-
Jarly efteemed the higheft in the World ;
where the Air 1s {o thin, that Men can-
not travel over it without Danger of
their Lives; and never in Summer with-
out being poifoned by the Scent of cer-
tain Herbs that grow upon it ; which is
Mortal when they are in Flower. After
Eight or Nme Months Journy from the
: Mogul’s
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Mogul’s  Court, feveral Perfons have
travelled this Way, till they came to
the Wall that defends or divides China
from Zartary, and fo to the Imperial
. City of Peking, {ituate in the Northern

Parts of this mighty Region, which the
Chinefe calla World by it felf ; and efteem
themfielves the only reafonable and ci-
vilized People, having no Neighbours
on Three Sides; and to the North, only
the Zartars, whom they efteem but ano-
ther Sort of Wild or Brutith Men; and
therefore they fay in common Proverb,
That the Chinefes only fee with Two Eyes,
and all other Men but with Oxe.

By this Situation, and by a Cuftom
or Law very ancient among them, of
{uffering no Stranger to come into their
Country, or if they do, not permitting
him to go out, or return any more to
his own, this valt Continent continued
very long, and wholly unknown to the
reft of the World 5 and forafmuch as I
can find, was firlt difcovered to us by
Paunlus Venetus ; who about Four hundred
Years ago, made a Voyage from Kenice,
thro Armenia, Perfia, and feveral Parts
of Zartary, ta that which.he names the
Kingdom of Cataya, and to the famous
City of Cambalu, (as he calls them) zfl_nd

' alter
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after Seventeen Years Refidence of his
Father and himfelf, in that Coutt of
the Great Cham, returned to Penice, and
left the World a large Account of this
Voyage.,

Since his Time, and within Two or
Three Hundred Years, feveral Miffionary
Friars and Jefuits have upon Devotion
or Command of their Superiors, pierced
with infinite Pains and Dangers thro’
thefe vaft and favage Regions, fome
from the Moguls Country, fome thro’
Armenia and Perfia, and arrived at Pe-
king ; which I make no queftion, (by
comparing all their feveral Accounts
and Relations) is the fame famous City
that is called Cambalu by Paulus Venetus,
feated in the Northern Provinces of
China, which is by him called Caraya.
The reafon of this difference in Names,
was, that when Pawlus Penetus was there,
the Cham of Eaft Tartary, called Cataya,
had poffeffed himfelf by Conqueft,” of
feveral Northern Provinces of China,
as well as that of Peking, where he
made his Refidence, and which was
like the reft of his Empire, called Ca-
taya, and the chief City Cambalu, by a
Zartar Name. After fome time all thefe
Provinces were again recovered by the

M Chinefes,
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Chinefes, from the Zartars, and returned
to their old Chinefe Appellations ; and
the King of China, who then exp:lled
the Tartars, fixed the Seat of his Em-
pire at Peking, (which had been for-
merly at Nuawking and at Quinfay) that
the Force of his Armies lying there-
abouts, might be ready to defend that
Frontier againft the furious Invafions of
the Tartars, whereof they had feveral
times felt the Rage and Danger.

After this Recovery, China continued
in Peace, and profperous under their
own Emperors, till about the Year 1616,
when the Tarrars again nvaded them,
and after a long and bloody War, of
above Thirty Years, in the end made
themfelves abfolute Mafters of the
whole Kingdom, and fo it has ever fince
continued.

This Region, commonly known by
the Name of China, extends about Eigh-
teen hundred Miles, or Thirty Degrees
of Northern and Southern Latitude. It
is not efteemed fo much of Longitude ;
but this is more uncertain, the Journey
thro’ the whole Country from Eaft to
Weft having not, that I find, been ever
performed by any Europeans; and the
Accounts taken only from Report t?f

~ the
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the Natives. Nor is it eafily agreed,
where the Habitable Parts of China dee
termine Wefltward, fince fome Authors
fay, they end in Mountains, ftored on-
ly with Wild Beafts and Wild Men, that
have neither Laws nor Language, nor
other Commerce with the Chinefes, than
by Defcents fometimes made upon them,
for Rapines or for Rapes: And other
Authors fay, There are fuch inacceflible
Mountains even in the midft of China,
fo as the firft Accounts may have left
out great Countries beyond thefe Moun-
tains, which they took for the utmoft
Border of this Kingdom.

Whatever Length it has, which by
none is efteemed lefs than Twelve or
Thirteen hundred Miles; It muft be al-
lowed to be the Greateft, Richeft and
moft Populous Kingdom now known
in the World ; and will perhaps be found
to owe 1ts Riches, Force, Civility and
Felicity, to the admirable Conftitution
of its Government, more than any
other.

This Empire confifts of Fifteen feve-
ral Kingdoms, which at leaft have been
fo of old, tho' now governed as Pro-
vinces, by their feveral Viceroys, who
yet live in Greatnels; Splendor and
. M2 Riches,
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Riches, equal to the great and Sovereign
Kings. In the whole Kingdom, are One
hundred and forty five Capital Cities,
of mighty Extent and magnificent Build-
ing, and One thoufand three hundred
twenty and one lefler Cities, but all
walled round ; the number of Villages
1s infinite, and no Country in the known
World fo full of Inhabitants, nor fo im-
proved by Agriculture, by infinite
Growth of numerous Commodities, by
Canals, of incredible Length, Conjuncti-
ons of Rivers, Convenience of Ways
for the Tranfportation of all Sorts of
Goods and Commodities from one Pro-
vince to another, {fo as no Country has
{o great Trade, tho’ till very lately, they
never had any but among themfelves;
and what there is now Foreign among
them, is not driven by the Chinefes go=
ing out of their Country to manage it,
but only by the Permiffion of the Por-
tuguefes and Dutch, to come and trade
in fome Skirts of their Southern Pro-
vinces.

For Teftimonies of their Greatnefs, I
fhall only add what is agreed of their
famous Wall, and of their City Peking.
The Stone-Wall which divides the Nor-
thern Parts of Chima from Tartary, 1s
oo, reckoned
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reckoned by fome Twelve, by others
Nine hundred Miles long, running over
Rocks and Hills, through Marfhes and
Deferts, and making way for Rivers
by mighty Arches. It is Forty five Foot
high, and Twenty Foot thick at the bot-
tom, divided at certain Spaces by great
Towers. It was built above Two thou-
fand Years ago, but wich {uch admirable
Architecture, that where fome Gaps have
not been broken down by the Zartars
upon their Irruptions, the reft is ftill as
entire, as when it was fir{t built.  The
King that raifed this Wall, appointed a
Million of Soldiers, who were Lifted and
Paid, for the Defence of it againft the
Zartars, and took their Turnsby certain
Numbers, at certain Times, for the

Guard of this Frontier, |
The Imperial City of Peking is no-
thing fo large as feveral other Cities of
China, (whereof Nanking is- efteemed
the greateft ) but is a regular Four-
Square; the Wall of each Side is Six
Miles in length. In each of thefe Sides
are Three Gates, and on each Side of
each Gate are great Palaces or Forts
for the Guards belonging to them,
which are a Thoufand Men to each Gate,
‘"The Streets run quite crofs, with a
M3 through
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through View and Paffage from each
‘Gate to that which is overagainft it in
the oppofite Side ; and thefe Streets are
ranged full of ftately Houfes.

The Palace of the Emperor is Three
Miles in Compafs, confifting of Three
Courts, one within the other, whereof
the laft { where the Emperor lodges )
1s Four hundred Paces Square. The
other two are filled with his Domefticks,
Officers and Guards, to the Number of
Sixteen thoufand Perfons. Without thefe
Courts are large and delicious Gardens,
many artificial Rocks and Hills, Streams
of Rivers drawn into feveral Canals
faced with fquare Stone, and the whole
atchieved with fuch admirable Inven-
tion, Coft and Workmanthip, that no-
thing Ancient or Modern feems to come
near it ; and all ferved with fuch Mag-
nificence, Order and Splendour, that
the Audience of a Foreign Ambafla-
dor at Peking, feems a Sight as Great
and Noble, as one of the Triumphs at
Roms. : |
- As other Nations are ufually diftin-
guifh'd into Noble and Plebeian, fo
that of China may be diftinguifi’d ‘into
Learned and llliterate. ‘The laft makes
up the Body or Mafs of the People who
E T L R
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are govern'd ; the firlt comprehends all
the Magiftrates that govern, and thole
who may in time or courfe fucceed them
in the Magiftracy ; for no other than
the Learned are ever imployed in the
Government, nor any in the greateft
Charges, that are not of thofe Ranks
or Degrees of Learning, that make
them termed Sages, or Philofophers, or
Doctors among them.

But to comprehend what this Govern-
ment of China is, and what the Perfons
employed in it, there will be a Necefli-
ty of knowing what their Learning is,
and how it makes them fit for Govern-
ment, very contrary to what ours in
Europe is obferved to do, and the rea-
fon of fuch different Effects from the fame
Caufe.

The two great Heroes of the Chinefe
Nation were Fobu and Confuchn, whofe
Memories have always continued among
them Sacred and Adored. Fobz lived
about Four thoufand Years ago, and
was the firft Founder of their King-
dom; the Progrefs wherecof has ever
fince continued upon their Records fo
clear, that they are efteemed by the
Miffionary Jefuits unqueftionable and
infallible. For after the Death of

M 4 every
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every King, the Succeflor appoints cer-
tain Perfons to write the Memorable
A&ions of his Predeceflors Reign, and
of thefe, an Epitome is afterwards
drawn and entred into their Regifters.
Fohu firft reduced them from the com-
mon Original Lives of Mankind, intro-
duced Agriculture, Wedlock, Diftinéti-
on of Sexes by different Habits, Laws
and Orders of Government ; He in-
vented Characters, and left {feveral fhort
Tables or Writings of Aftronomy, or
Obfervations of the Heavens, or Mora-
lity, of Phyfick, and Political Govern-
ment. The Chara&ers he ufed, feem to
have been partly ftraight Lines of dif-
ferent Lengths, and diftinguifh’d by dif-
ferent Points; and partly Hierogly-
phicks ; and thefein time were followed
by Characters, of which each exprefled
one Word. - ' :

In thefe feveral ways, were for many
Centuries, compofed many Books ainong
the Chinefes, in many forts of Learning,
efpecially Natural and Moral Philofo-
phy, Aftronomy, Aftrology, Phyfick
and Agriculture. , i

Something above Two thoufand Years
ago,lived Confuchu, the moft Learned, Wile
and Virtuous of all the Chinefes ; and for
- - t whom
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whom both the King and Magiftrates, in
his own Age, and all of them in the Ages
fince; feem to have had the greateft De-
ference that has any where been rendred
toany Mortal Man. He writ many Traéls,
and in them digefted all the Learning of
the Ancients, even from the firft Writing
or Tables of Fobu, at leaft, all that he
thought neceflary or ufeful to Mankind,
in their Perfonal, Civil or Political Capas
cities ; which were then received and
fince profecuted with fo great Efteem
and Veneration, that none hasqueftioned
whatever bhe writ, but admitted it, as
the trueft and beft Rules of Opinion and
Life ; fo that 'tis enough in all Argu-
ment, that Confuchu has faid it.

Some time after, lived a King, who
to raife a new Period of Time from his
own Name and Reign, endeavoured
to abolith the Memory of all that had
pafled before him, and caufed all
Books to be burnt, except thofe of
Phyfick and Agriculture, Out of this
Ruin to Learning, efcaped, either by
Chance, or fome Private Induftry, the
Epitoms or Regifters of the feveral Suc-
ceffions of their Kings fince Fobu, and
the Works of Confuchs, or at lea(t a Part
of them, which have lately in Frauce,

been
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been Printed in the Latin Tongue, with
a Learned Preface, by fome ot the Mif-
fionary Jefuits, under the Title of the
Works of Confutius.

After the Death of this Tyrannous
and Ambitious King, thefe Writings
came abroad ; and being the only Re-
mainders of the Ancient Chinefe Learn-
ing, were received with general Ap-
plaufe, or rather Veneration : Four
Learned Men having long addicted
themfelves to the Study of thefe Books,
writ Four feveral Traé&ts or Comments
upon them ; and one of the fucceeding
Kings made a Law, that no other Learn-
ing fhould be taught, {tudied or exer-
cited, but what was extraCted out of
thefe Five Books; and fo Learning has
ever fince continued in China, wholly
confined to the Writings of thefe Five
Men, or rather to thofe of their Prince
of Philofophers, the Great and Renown-
ed Confutius,

The Sum of his Writings feems to
be a Body or Digeftion of Ethicks, that
1s, of all Moral Virtues, either Per-
fonal, Oeconomical, Civil or Political;
and framed for the Inftitution and Con-
duft of Mens Lives, their Famili=s and

their Governments, but - chiefly of the
- laft;
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laft ; the Bent of his Thoughts and Rea-
fonings, running up and down this Scale,
that no People can be happy but un-
der good Governments, and no Go-
vernments happy but over good Men ;
and that for the Felicity of Mankind,
all Men in a Nation, from the Prince
to the meaneft Peafant, fhould endea-
vour to be Good and Wife, and Virtu-
ous as far-as his own Thoughts, the
Preceprs of others, or the Laws of his
Country can inftruét him.

The chief Principles he feems to lay
down for a Foundation, and builds up-
on, is, That every Man ought ro ftudy
and endeavour the improving and per-
fecting of his own Natural Reafon, to
the greateft Height he is capable, fo as
he may never (or as feldom as can be)
err and fwerve from the Law of Na-
ture, in the Courfe and Condué of his
Life : That this being not to be done
without much Thought, Inquiry and
Diligence, makes Study and Philofophy
neceflary ; which teaches Men what is
Good and what is Bad, either in its
own Nature or for theirs; and confe-
quently what is to be done and what
to be avoided, by every Man in his
feveral Station or Capacity. That ljn
At this
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this Perfection of Natural Reafon, con-
fifts the Perfection of Body and Mind,
and the utmoft or fupreme Happinefs
of Mankind. That the Means and Rules
to attain this Perfection, are chiefly not
to will or defire any thing but what is
confonant to his Natural Reafon, nor
any thing that is not agreeable to the
Good and Happinefs of other Men, as
well as our own. To this end is pre-
fcribed the conftant Courfe and Practice
of the feveral Virtues, known and a-
greed fo generally in the World; among
which, Courtefie or Civility, and Gra-
titude, are Cardinal with them. In
fhort, the whole Scope of all Confutius
has writ, feems aimed only at teach-
ing Men to live well, and to govern
well ; how Parents, Mafters and Magi-
ftrates tfhould rule, and how Children,
Servants and Subjects thould obey.

All this, with the many particular
Rules and Inftru&ions, for either Per-
fonal, Oecconomical, or Political Wifdom
and Virtue, 1s difcourfed by him, with
great Compals of Knowledge, Excel-
lence of Senfe, Reach of Wit, and il-
Juftrated with Elegance of Stile and
Aptnefs of Similitudes and Examples,
as may be eafily conceived by any that

- €an
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can allow for the Lamenefsand Shortnefs
of Tranflations out of Language and
Manners of Writing, infinitely differing
from ours. Soasthe Man appearsto have
been of a very extraordinary Genius,
of mighty Learning, admirable Virtue,
excellent Nature, a true Patriot of his
Country, and Lover of Mankind.

This is the Learning of the Chinefes,
and all other Sorts are either difufed or
ignoble among them ; all that which
we call Scholaftick or Polemick, is un-
known or unprattifed, and ferves, I
fear, among us, for little more, than to
" raife Doubts and Difputes, Heats and
Feuds, Animofities and Faétions, in all
Controverfies of Religion or Govern-
ment. Even Aftrology and Phyfick, and
Chymiftry, are but ignoble Studies, tho'
there are many among them that excel
in all thefe; and the Aftrologers are much
in Vogue among the Vulgar, as well as
their Prediftions; the Chymifts apply
themf{elves chiefly to the Search ofthe Uni-
verfal Medicine, for Health and Length
of Life, pretending to make Men Im-
mortal, if they can find itout: ThePhy-
ficians excel in the Knowledge of the
Pulfe, and of all fimple Medicines, and
go little further; buc in the firft, are {o

skilful
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skilful, as they pretend not only to fell by
it, how many Hours or Days a fick Man
can laft, but how many Yearsa Man in
perfect feeming Health may live, in cafe
of no Accident or Violence. And by Sim-
ples they pretend to relieve all Difeafes
that Nature will allow to be cured. They
never Let Blood, but fay, if the Pot boiis
too faft, there is no need of lading out
any of the Water, but only of taking
away the Fire from under it ; and fo they
allay all Heats of the Blood, by Abfti-
nence, Dyer, and cooling Herbs.

But all this Learning is Ignoble and
Mechanical among them, and the Con-
futian only Effential and Incorporate
to their Government ; into which none
enters without having firft paflfed thro’
the feveral Degrees. To attain it, is
firft neceflary the Knewledge of their
Letters or Chara€ters; and to this muft
be applied at leaft Ten or Twelve Years
Study and Diligence, and Twenty for
great Perfection in it : For by all T can
gather out of fo many Authors as have
written of China, they have no Letters
at all, but only fo many Characters,
exprefiing fo many Words: Thefe are
faid by fome, to be Sixty, by others
Eighty, and by others Sixfcore thoufand r:i

. an
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and upon the whole, their Writing feems
to me to be like that of Short-hand a-
mong us, in cale there were a different
Character invented for every Word in
our Language. Their Writing is nei-
ther from the Left Hand to Righe like the
European, nor from Right to Left like the
Afiatick Languages, but from Top to
Bottom of the Paper in one ftrait Line,
and then beginning again at the Top till
the Side be full.

The Learning of China therefore con-
fifts firft in the Knowledge of their
Language, and next, in the Learning,
Study and Practice of the Writings of
Confutius and his four great Difciples;
and as every Man grows mere perfe&t
in both thefe, fo he 1s more efteemed
and advanced ; nor is it enough to have
read Confutius, unlefs it be difcovered
by retaining the Principal Parts of him
in their Memories, and the Pra&ice of
him 1n their Lives.

The Learned among them are pro-
moted by Three Degrees: The Firft may
refemble that of Sophifters in our Col-
leges after Two or Three Years ftanding ;
and this Degree is conferred by Pub-
lick Examiners Appointed for that Pur-
pofe ; who go through the Chief Cities

of
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of each Province once a Year, and up-
ont Scrutiny, admit fuch of the Candi-
dates as they approve, to this Degree,
Regilfter their Names, and give them a

Badge belonging to this firft Form of the
Learned.

The Second Degree is promoted with
more Form, and performed once in Three
Years, in a great College built for that
Purpofe in the Chief City of each King--
dom ; by feveral Examiners Appointed
by the King, and f{tri¢t Enquiries and
Queftioris both cf Language and Learn-
ing, and much Critick upon the feveral
Writings, produced by the feveral Pre-
tenders, and fubmitted to the Exami-
ners. This Degree may refemble that
of Mafters of Arts in our Colleges, and
is conferred with a New Badge belong-
Ing to it.

The Third Degree may be compared
to. that of Doctors among us in any of
our Sciences, and is never conferred
but in the Imperial City of Peking, with
great Forms and Solemnities, after much
Examining, and Deliberation of the
Perfons appointed for that Purpofe; and
of this Degree there are never to be
above Three hundred at a time in the
whole Empirg, befides fuch as are aE’i‘lu-_.
W . ally
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ally in the Magiftracy or Government;
who are all chofen out of the Perfons
that have commenced or attained this
Degree of Learning. Upon the taking
each Degree, they repair to a Temple
of Confutius, which is erected in each
City, and adjoins to the Colleges; and
there they perform the Worthip and
Ceremonies appointed in Honour of his
Memory, as the Great Prince or Hero
of the Learned.

Of thefe Perfons all their Councils,
and all their Magiftracies are compofed ;
out of thefe are cholen all their Chief
Officers and Mandarines, both Civil and
Military. With thefe the Emperors and
Viceroys of Provinces, and Generals of
Armies advife upon all great Occafions ;
and their Learning and Virtue make
them efteemed more able for the Execu-
tion and Difcharge of all Publick Em-
ployments, than the longeft Practice and
Experience 1n other Countries; and
when they come into Armies, they are
found Braver and more Generous in ex-
poling their Lives upon all great Occa-
fions, than the boldeft Soldiers of their
Troops.

Now for the Government, it is Ab-
folute  Monarchy, there being no other

N Laws
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Laws in China, but the King’s Orders
and Commands; and it 1s likewife He-
reditary, ftll defcending to the next of
Blood.

But all Orders and Commands of the
King proceed through his Councils, and
are made upon the Recommendation or
Petition of the Council proper and ap-
pointed for that Affair; fo that all Mat-
ters are debated, determined, and con-
cluded by the feveral Councils; and
then upon their Advices or Requefts
made to the King, they are ratified and
fisned by him, and fo pafls into Laws.

All great Offices of State are likewife
conferred by the King, upon the fame
Recommendations or Petitions of his
feveral Councils ; fo that none are pre-
ferred by the Humour of the Prince him-
{elf, nor by Favour of any Minifter, by
Flattery or Corruption, but by Force or
Appearance of Merit, of Learning, and
of Virtue ; which obferved by the fe-
veral Councils, gain their Recommen-
dations or Petitions to the King.

The Chief Oflicers are either thofe of
State refiding conftantly at Court, and
by whom the whole Empire is govern-
¢d, or the Provincial Officers, Vice-
roys, and Magiftrates or Mandarines :

For
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For the Firft, there are in the Imperial
City at Peking, Six feveral Councils;
or, as fome Authors affirm, one great
Council, that divides it felf into Six
{maller, but diftin&t Branches. Some Dif=
ference is alfo made by Writers, con-
cerning the Nature or the Bufinefs of
thefe Councils. But that which feems
moft generally agreed, is, That the Firft
of thefe Six 1s a Council of State, by
whom all Officers through the whole
Kingdom are chofen according to their
Learning and Merit. The Second is
ghe Council of Treafury, which has In-
{pection into the whole Revenue, and the
Receipts and Payments that are made
in or ot of it. The Thitd takes care
of the Temples, Offerings, Feafts and
Ceremonies belonging to them; as like-
wife of Learning, and the Schools or
Colleges defigned for it. TheFourthis
the Council of War, which difpofes of
all Military Offices and Honours, and all
Matters of War and Peace, that is by
the King’s Command iffued upon their
Reprefentations.  The Fifth takes care of
all the Royal or Publick Buildings, and
of their Fleets. And the Sixth is a Council
or Court of Juftice or Judicature, in all
Caufes both Civil and Criminal.

N 2 Each
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Each of thefe Councils has a Prefi-
dent and two Affiftants or chief Secre-
taries, whereof one f{its at his Right,
and the other on his Left Hand ; who
digeft and regifter the Debates and Or-
ders of the Council. And beflides thefe,
there are 1n each Council Ten Coun-
fellors.

By thefe Councils the whole Empire
of China is govern'd through all the feve-
ral Kingdoms that compofe it ; and they
have in each Province particular Officers,
Intendants and Notaries : from whom
they receive conftant Accounts, and tq,
whom they fend conftant Inftructions
concerning all Paffages or Affairs of Mo-
ment in any of the leveral Provinces of
the Kingdom. |

There are, befides thefe Six, feveral
{maller Councils; as one for the Affairs
of the King’s Women, for his Houthold,
and his Domeftick Chancery or Ju-
{tice. Bur above all, is the Council of
the Colaos, or chief Minifters, who are
{eldom above Five or Six in Number,
but Perfons of the moft confummate
Prudence and Experience ;3 who after
having paffed, with great Applaufe,
through the other Councils or Govern-
ments of Provinces, are at laft advanced .
[ to
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to this Supreme Dignity, and ferve as a
Privy-Council, or rather a Funto, fit-
ting with the Emperor himfelf; which
is allowed to none of the others. To
thefe are prefented all the Refults or
Requefts of the other Councils; and
being by their Advice approved, they
are by the Emperor figned and ratified,
and fo difpatched.

Thefe are always attended by fome
of the Chiefet and moft Renowned
Philofophers or Sages of the Kingdom;
who attend the Emperor, and ferve
him in receiving all Petitions, and give
their Opinions upon them to the Em-
peror or -the Colaos ; as alfo upon any
Matters of great Moment and Difficulty,
when they are confulted: And thefe
are chofen out of two Affemblies re-
fiding at Peking, and confifting of Sixty
Men each; but all choice Perfons, whofe
Wifdom and Virtue are generally
known and applauded. They are im-
ployed in all Matters of Learning, and
giving neceflary Orders therein; keep-
ing all the Publick Writings, and order-
ing and digefting them; regiftring all
Laws and Orders of State ; and out of
thefe are appointed by each fucceed-
ing King, fome Perfons to relate and
- N 3 regifter
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regifter the Times and A&ions of his
Predeccflor. 'They are at their Leifure
much given to Poetry ; in which, they
compile the Prailes of Virtuous Men
and Actions, Satyrs again{t Vice, In-
~ {criptions for Monuments and Triumphal
Arches, and fuch like Compofitions,
And Laftly, out of thefe (as they grow
in Efteem and Fame of Wif{dom and
Virtue) are chofen and advanced by
Degrees, the Officers of State, and
Counfellors in the feveral Councils; and
none ever arrives to be a Colao, that
has not been one of thefe two Aflem-
blies.

Each particular Kingdom of the Em-
pire, has the fame Councils, or fome
very like them for the Government of
that particular Province ; but there is
befides in each, a Surintendant, fent
more immediately from Court, to in-
fpect the courfe of Affairs; a Cenfor of
Juftice and Manners, without whofe Ap-
proval, no Capital Sentences are to be
executed ; and a ‘Third Officer im-
ployed by the Emprefs, in the nature
of an Almoncr ; whofe Bufinefs is only
that of Charity, and Relief of the Poor
and Difirefled, and fetting free Prifoners
ppon fmall Debts or Offences ; there:
& . e
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is befides, 1n each Province, a parti-
cular Council, to take care of Learn-
ing, and to appoint Rules and Exami-
ners for the feveral Dégrees thereof.

It were endlefs to enumerate all the
excellent Orders of this State, which
feem contrived by a Reach of Senfe
and Wifdom, beyond what we meet
with, in any other Government of the
World ; but by fome few, the reft may
be judged.

Each Prince of the Royal Blood has
a Revenue affigned him, and a City
where he 1s bound to refide, and never
to ftir out of it, without ihic Emperor’s
leave. All Degrees of People are di-
ftinguifh’d by their Habit, and the feve-
ral Officers by feveral Badges upon
them: And the Colour worn by the
Emperor, which 1s Yellow, is never
ufed by any other Perfon whatfoever.
Every Houfe has a Board over the Door,
wherein is written the Number, Sex
and Quality of the Perfons living in
it 3 and to a certain Number of Houfes,
one is appointed to infpect the reft, and
eake care that this be exatly done.
None is admitted to bear Office in any
Province where he was born, unlefs
it be Military ; which is grounded up-

N 4 on
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on the Belief, that in Matters of Juftice
Men will be partial to their Friends, but
in thofe of War, Men will fight beft
for their own Country. None ever con-
tinues in any Office above Three Years,
unlels upon a New Elecion ; and none
put out for Mifcarriage in his Office,
is again admitted to any Imployment.
The two great Hinges of all Govern-
ments, Reward and Punithment, are
no where turned with greater Care, nor
exercifed with more Bounty and Seve-
rity.  Their Juftice is rigorous upon all
Offences againft the Law, but none
more exemplary, than upon Corruption
in Judges. Befides this, Inquifition is
made 1nto their Ignorance and Weak-
nefs, and even into Carelefnefs and
Rafhnefs in their Sentences ; and as the
firft 1s punithed with Death, f{o thefe
are with Difmiffion and Difgrace. The
Rewards of Honour, (befides thofe of
- Advancement ) are conferred by Pa-
tents from the Emperor, exprefling
Merits and granting Privileges, by
Pillars of Marble with elegant and ho-
norary Infcriptions: And to Merit ex-
traordinary towards the Prince and
Country, even by erecting Temples,
offering Incenfe, and appointing Priefts -|
o XM for
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for the Service of them. Agriculture is
encouraged by {fo many f{pecial Privi-
leges from the Crown, and the Com-
mon Laws or Cuftoms of the Country,
that whatever Wars happen, the Til-
lers of the Ground are untouched, as
if they were Sacred, like Priefts in o-
ther Places; fo as no Country in the
World was ever known to be fo culti-
vated, as the whole Kingdom of China.
Honour and Refpedt, is no where paid
to Nobility and Riches {o much, as it is
here to Virtue and Learning, which
are equally regarded, both by the
Prince and the People: And the Ad-
vancemernt to Office of Perfons only for
excelling 1n thofe Qualities, prevents
the Cankers of Envy and Faétion, that
corrupt and deftroy fo many other Go-
vernments. Every one feeking Pre-
ferment here, only by Merit, attributes
to it that of other Men. 'Tho’ the King
be the mofl ablolute in the World, {ince
there are no other Laws in China but
what he makes; yet all Matters being
firft digefted and reprefented by his
Councils, the Humours and Paflions of
the Prince enter not into the Forms or
Condudt of the Government, but his
perfonal Favours to Men or Women, are

diftributed
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difiributed in the Preferments of his
Houthold, or out of the vaft Revenue
that 1s particularly applied to i, for
Support of the greateft Expence and
Magnificence that appears in any Pa-
lace of the World. So that it may
truly be faid, that no King is better
Served and Obeyed, more Honoured or
rather Adored; and no People better
governd, nor with greater Eafe and
Felicity.

Upon thefe Foundations and Inftitu-
tions, by fuch Methods and Orders, the
Kingdom of China feems to be framed
and policed with the utmoft Force and
Reach of Human Wifdom, Reafon and
Contrivance ; and in Practice to excel
the very Speculations of other Men,
and all thofe imaginary Schemes of the
European Wits, the Infticutions of Xe-
nophow, the Republick of Plate, the
Utropia’s or Oceana's of our Modern
Writers. And this will perhaps be al-
lowed by any that confiders the Vaft-
nefs, the Opulence, the Populoufnefs of
this Region, with the Eafe and Facility
wherewith 'tis goverad, and the Length
of Time this Government has run. The
laft is three times longer than that of
the Affyrian Monarchy, which was Thir-

. teen
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tcen hundred Years, and the longeft
Period of any Government we meet
with in Story. The Numbers of Peo-
ple and of their Forces, the Treafures
and Revenues of the Crown, as well
as Wealth and Plenty of the Subjeéls,
the Magnificence of their Publick Build-
ings and Works would be incredible,
if they were not. confirmed by the con-
curring Teltimonies of Paulus Venetus,
Martinius Kercherus, with feveral other
Relations, in Italian, Portuguefeand Dutch;
either by Miffionary Friars, or Perfons
imploy’d thither upon Trade or Em-
baffies upon that Occafion: Yet the
whole Government is reprefented, as a
thing managed with as much Facility,
Order and Quiet, as a common Family ;
tho' fome Writers affirm the Number of
People in China, before the la{t Zartar
Wars, to have been above Two hundred
Millions. Indeed the Canals cut through
the Country, or made by Conjuntions
of Rivers, are {o infinite, and of fuch
Iengths, and fo perpetually filled with
Boats and Veflels of all Kinds, that
one Writer believes there are near as
many People in thefe, and the Ships
wherewith their Havens are filled, who
live upon the Water, as thofe upon the

Land. "Tis
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"Tis true, that as Phyficians fay, the
higheft Degree of Health in a Body,
fubjects it to the greateft Danger and
Violence of fome Difeafe ; o the Per-
fection of this Government or Conftitu-
tion, has had the fame Effe®, joined
with the Accident of their Situation,
upon fuch a Neighbour as the Tartars.
For thefe, by the Hardnefs and Pover-
ty of their Country and their Lives,
are the Boldeft and the Fierceft People
inthe World, and the moft Enterprizing.
On Ccother fide, the Excellence of the
Chinefe Wit and Government, renders
them, by great Eafe, Plenty and Luxury,
in time Effeminate, and thereby expofes
them to frequent Attempts and Invafi-
ons of their Savage Neighbours. ‘Three
feveral times, upon their Records, the
Zartars have conquered great Parts of
the Kingdom of China, and after long
Eftablithments there, have been expelled.
Till (as we faid before ) about the
Year 1650, they atchieved the com-
pleat and intire Conqueft of the whole
Empire after a bloody War of above
Thirty Years. But the Force of this
Conftitution and Government, appears
in no Circumftance or Lighe, {o great as
in this, that it has waded fafe through fo

great
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great Tempefts and Inundations, as Six
Changes of Race among their Kings by
Civil Wars, and Four Conquefts by Fo-
reign and Barbarous Forces. For under
the prefent Zartar Kings, the Govern-
ment continues {till the fame, and in the
Hands of the Chinefe Learned ; and all
the Change that appears to have been
made by fuch a Storm or Revolution,
has been only, That a Zartar Race fits
in the Throne inftead of a Chinefe ; and
the Cities and ftrong places are Gar-
rifon’d by Zartar Soldiers, who fall by
degrees into the Manners, Cuftoms and
Language of the Chinefes. So great a
~ Refpect, or rather Veneration, 1s paid
to this Wife and Admirable Conftitution,
even by its Enemies and Invaders, that
‘both Civil Ufurpers, and Foreign Con-
querors, vie wicth Emulation, who thall
make greateft Court, and give moft Sup-
port toit, finding no other Means to {fe-
cure their own Safety and Eafe, by the
Obedience of the People, than the Efta-
blithment and Prefervation of their An-

cient Conftitutions and Government.
The grear Idea which may be concei-
ved of the Chinefe Wifdom and Know-
ledge, as well as their Wir, Ingenuity
and Civility, by all we either read or
fee
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fee of them, is apt to be leflened by
their grofs and fottith Idolatry 5 but this
it felf is only among the Vulgar or Illi-
terate, who Worfhip after their Manner,
whatever Idols belong to each City, or
Village or Family ; and the Temples and
Priefts belonging to them, are in ufual
Requeft among the common People and
the Women. But the Learned adore the
Spirit of the World, which they hold to
be Erernal ; and this without Temples,
Idols or Priefis. And the Emperor only
is allowed to Sacrifice at certain Times,
by himfelf or his Officers, at two Tem-
ples in the two Imperial Cities of Peking
and Nanking ; one dedicated to Heaven,
and t'other to the Earth.

This T mention, to fhew how the fur-
theft Eaft and Weft may be found to
agree in Notions of Divinity, as well
as in Excellence of Civil or Politick
Conttitutions, by pafling at one Leap
from thefe of China, to thofe of Peru.

SECT.
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¥ IS known enough, that about

the Year 1484, Alonfo Sanchez,
Mafter of a Spanifh Veflel, that ufually
traded from thofe Coafts to the Canaries
and Madera’s, was in his Paflage between
thefe Iflands, furprized with a furious
Storm at Eaft, fo violent, that he was
forced to let his Ship drive before it
without any Sail; and fo black, that
within Twenty eight Days he could not
take the Height of the Sun. That he
was at length caft upon a Shore, but
whether Ifland or Continent, he could
not tell, but full of Savage People. That
after infinite Toils, Dangers and Mife-
ries of Hunger and Sicknefs, he made
at length one of the Zercera Iflands,
with only Five Men left of Seventeen he
carried out; and meeting there with
the Famous Columbo, made him fuch
Relations, and fo pertinent Accounts of
his Voyage, as gave Occafion for the
‘Difcovery of America, or the Weft-Indies,

by
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by this Man fo renowned in our Moderh |

Story.

Whatever Predictions have been fince
found out, or applied towards the Dif:
covery of this New World, or Stories

told of a certain Prince in Wales, ha-

ving run the fame Fortune, or of the
ancient Carthaginzans, 1do not find, by
all I have read upon this Subject, any
Reafon to believe, that any Mortals,

from Eurepe or Africa, had ever traced
thele unknown Paths of that Weltern

Ocean, or left the leaft Foot-fteps of
having dilcovered thofe Countries, be-
tore Alonfo Sanchez and his Crew. Up-
on the Arrival of the Spawiards there
with Columbus, they found Nature as
naked as the Inhabitants; in moft Parts
no Thought of Bufinefs, further than the
moft Natural Pleafures or Neceffities of
Life ; Nations divided by natural
Beunds of Rivers; Rocks or Mountains,
or difference of Language; Quarrels
among them, only for Hunger or Luft;
the Command in Wars, given to the
Strongeft or the Braveft; and in Peace,

taken up or exercifed by the Boldeft

among them; and their Lives com-
monly fpent in the moft inhocent
Entertainments of Hunting, Fifhing,

Feall-
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Fealting, or in the molt carele(s lei-
{ure.

There were among them many Prin-
cipalities, that {eemed to have grown
up, from the Original of Paternal Do-
minion, and {ome Communities with
Orders and Laws 5 but thetwo great
Dominions, were thofle of Mexicoand
Perx, which had arrived to fuch Extent
of Territory, Power and Riches, that
amazced thofe, who had been enough ac-
quainted with the Greatnefs and Splen-
dor of the European Kingdoms. And I
never met with any Story fo enter-
taining, as the Relations of the feve-
ral Learned Spanih Jefuits and others,
concerning thefe Countries and People,
in their Native Innccence and Simpli-
city. JMexico was fo valt an Empire,
that it was well reprefented by the
common Anf{wer of the Indians, all a-
long that Coatft, to the Spariards when
they caine to any part, and asked the
People whether they were under Moy -
tezuma, Quicn noes efclavode Montezu-
mas Or, Who s not a Slave of Monte-
zuma? As if they thought the whole
World wasfo. They might truly call
it Slave, for no Dominion was ever {o
Abfolute, fo Tyrannous, and {o Cruel

© a3
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as his. Among other Tribates impofed
on the Fecple, one was of Men to be
Sacrificed every Year to an Ugly De-
formed Idol, in the great Temple of
Mexico.  Such numbers' 2s the King
pleafed of poor Vi&ims, were laid up-
on {uch Extents of Cities or Villages,
or Numbers of Inhabitants, and there
chofen by Lot, to fatisfy {uch Bloody
and Inhuman Taxes. Thefe wereoften
Influenced by the Prielts, who when
they faw Men grow Negligent, either
in refpedt to themfelves, or Devotion
to their Idols, would fend to tell the
King, That the Gods were Hungry, and
thereapon, the common Tribute was
raifed; fo as that Year, the Spaniards
Fanded and Invaded Mexico, there had
been above Thirty Thoufand Men Sa-
crificed to this Cruel Suoperftition. And
this was {aid to have given great oc-
cafion for the cafy Conquelts of the
Spaniards; by the willing Revolts and
Submifiions of the Natives to'any new

Dominion. _ |
The fame was obferved -to happen
in Peru, by the gencral Hatred and A-
verfton of the People in that Empireto
Atahnalpa, whobeing a Baftard ot the
Twea'sFamily, had firlk by Practices ar}:;d
Sub-
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Subtilty, and afterwards by Cruelty
and Vielence, raifed himlelf to the
Throne of Pern, and cut off with
Mercilefs Cruelty, all the Malculine
" Race of the true Royal Blood, that
were at Man's Eftate, or near it, aftet
that Line had lafted pure and facred,
and Reigned with unfpeakable Felicity,
both to themfelves and their Subjeéts,
for 2bove Eight Hundred Years,

This Kingdom is {2id to have extend-
ed near Seven Hundred Leagues in
Length,from North to South,and about
anHundred and Twenty in Breadth :
"T1s bounded on the Welt by the Pacifick
Ocean 3 on the Eaft by Mountains im-
paflable for Menor Beafts, and asfome
write, even Birds themfelves 5 the height
being {uch, as makes their tops always
covered with Snow.even in that warm
Region. On the North ’tis bounded
with a great River, and on the South
with another, which f{eparates it from
the Province of Chili, that reaches to
the Megallesz Straits.

TheKingdom of Perz deduced its
Original from their great Heroes ,Man-
go Copac, and his Wife and Sifter Coya
Mama, who are {aid to have firflt ap-
peared inthat Country, near a mighty

Q 2 Lake,
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Lake, which is ftill Sacred with them
upon this occafion.

Before this time, the Pcople of thefe
Countrics are reported to have lived
like the Bealtsamong them, without
any Traces of Orders, Lawslor Reli-
gion, without other Food than fromthe
Trees or the Herbs, or what Game they
could catch, without further Provifion
than for prefent Hunger, without any
Cloathingor Houfes l:-nt dwelt inRocks
or Caves or Trees, to be f{ecure from
Wild Bca(’ts or in Tops of Hills,if they
were in fear of fierce Nerﬁhbﬂurs Wht:-:n
Mango Copac, and his Slf’ter came firit
mnto thcﬁ: naked Lands, as they were
Perfons of excellent Shape and Beauty,
{othey were adorned with {uch Cloaths
as continued afterwards the ufual habit
of the Yuca's, by which Name they
called themfelves. They told the Peo-
ple who came firt about them, that
they were the Son and Daughter ofthe
Sus,and that their Father, taking pitty
of the miferable Condition of Mankind,
had fent them down to reclaim them
from thofe beftial Lives,and to inftruct
them how to live happily and fafely,
by obferving {tchLaws, Cuftoms and -
Orders, as their Father the Swz had

$ COM-
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commanded thefc hisChildren to teach
them. The great Rule they firfttaught
was. That every Man fhould live ac-
cording to Reafon, and confequently,
neither fay nor do any thing toothers,
that they were not willing others fhould
fay or dotothem,becaufe it wasagainft
all common Reafon, to make one Law
for our felves, and another for other
people. And this was the great princi-
pleof all their Morality. In the next
place, that they thould worfhip the Suz,
swho tock care of the whole World,
gave life to all Creatures, and madethe
Plauts grow, and the Herbs fit for Food
to maintainthem 3 and was 10 careful
and fo good, as to {pare no painsof his
own, but to go roundthe World every
day, to infpectand provide for all that
was upon it, and had fent thefchistwo
Children down on purpofe, for the
good and happinefsof Mankind, and
to Rule them with the {fame care and
goodnefs that he did the Worid. After
this, they taught them the Arts moft
neceflary for Life, as Mango Copac, to
fow Mayz (or the common Indian
Grain) at certain feafons, to preferve
it againft others,to build Houfes again(t
Iuclemencies of Air, and danger of

O 3 Wid
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Wild-Beafts, to diltinguifh themf{elves
by Wedlock into feveral Families, to
cloath themfelves, fo as to cover at
leaft the fhame of Nakednefs, to tame
and nourifh {fuch Creatures asmight be
of common ufe and fufienance. Coya
Mama taught the Women to Spin and
Weave, both Cotton, and certain
coarfe Woolls of fome Bealts among
them.

With thefe Inftructions and Inventi-
ons they were fo much believed in all
they {aid, and adored for what they
did and taught of common Utility,
that they were followed by great num-
bers of People, obferv’d and obey’d like
Sons of the Suz, fent down from Hea-
ven to inftru&t and to govern them.
Mango Copac had in his Hainda Rod of
Gold, about two Foot leng, and five
Inches round. He faid, that his Father,
the Sun, had given it him, and bid him
when 'he Travelied Northward from
the Lake,he fhould every time he refied,
ftrike this Wand down into the Ground,
and where at the firft firoke it fhould
go down to the very top, he fhould
there build 2 Temple to the Suz, and
fix the Seat of his Government.

“This
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This fell out to be in the Vale of
Cozco, where he founded that City,
which was Head of this great Kingdom
of Pern.

Here he divided his Company into
two Colonies or Plantations, and cal-
led one the high Cafco, and t'other the
low, and began here to be a Lawgiver
to thefe PLG ple. In each of thfe‘u‘*
wereat firfta’l houfﬂ nd Families, which
he caufed allto be Reglﬁred with the
numbers in cach. Thishedid by ftrings
of {feveral Colours, and Kncts of [evea
ral Kinds and Colours upon them, by
which, both Accounts were kept of
things and times, and as much expref-
fed of their Minds, as was necefiary in
Government, where neither Letters
nor Money, nor confequently Difputes
or Avarice, with their Confequences,
ever Cut"'f_d

He inttituted Decurions thro® both
thef= Colonies, that is, oneoverevery
Ten Families, another over Fifty, a
third over a Hundred,a fourth over Five
Huad red,and a fifth over a Thoufand;
and to this laft, they gave the name of
a Curaca er Governour. Every Decu-
rion wasa Cenfor,a Patron,arda Judge
or Arbiterm f{i mall Controverfics among

O 4 thofc
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thofe under his charge, They took
care thatevery one cloathed themfelves,
laboured, and lived according to the
orders trn'f,n them by the ]ﬁ'e"‘ﬂ!ﬁ from
their Father the Sux 5 among which one
was, That none who could work,fhould
be idle, more than to reft after Iabnnr-
and that none who could not work b}
Age, Sicknefs. or Invalidity, fhould |
want, but be maintain’d by the others
Pains. Thefe were fo much obferved,
that in the whole Empire of Peru, and
during thelong Race of the 27ca Iungs
no Ben":rar was ever known, and no
Woman ever fo much as went to fee a
Neighbour, but with their Work in
their Hands which they followed all
the time the Vifit lafted, Upon this, I
remember a ftrain of Refi nd Clvihty
among them, which was, That when
any Woman went to fec another of
cqual,or ordinary Birth, fhe Worked at
her own Work in the other's Houfe, but
if the made a Vifitto any of the Pallas,
(which was the name by which they
called all the Womien of the true I{oyal
Blood, as Tnea’s was that of the Men)
then they immediately defired the Palla
togive thema piece of her own Work,
and the Vifit pafied in working for zllf:.
ddle-
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Idienefs, fentenced by the Decurions,
was punifh’d by {o many Stripesin Pub-
lick,and the Difgrace was more fenfible
than the Pain. Every Colony had one
{upream Judge, to whom the lower De-
curtons remitted great and difficult cafes,
or to whom in (fuch cafe) the Criminals
appealed.But every Decurion that con-
cealed any Crime of thofe under his
Charge above a day and a night, be-
came Guilty of it, and liable to the
fame Punithment. There were Laws
or Orders likewife againft Theft, Muti-
lations, Murthers, Difobedience to Of-
ficers, and Adulteries (for every Man
was to have one lawful Wife, but had
the Liberty of keeping other Women;
as he could). The Punithment of all
Crimes, was either Corporal Pains, or
Death, but commonly the laft, upon
thefe two reafons which they gaves firft,
That all Crimes,whether great or {mall,
swere of the (ame nature, and deferved
the fame punithment,if they were com-
mitted againft the Divine Commands,
which were fent them down from the
Swn : Next, That to punith any Man in
his Pofieflions or Charges, and leave
him alive, and in ftrength and liberty,
was to leavean 1ll Man more incenfed,

or
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or neceflitated to commit new Crimes,
On t'other fide they never forfeited the
Charge or Poflefiions of a Son for his
Father’s Offences, but the Judges only
remonftrated to him the guilt and pu-
nifhment of them for his warning or
example. Thefe Orders had {o great
Force and Efte, that many times a
whole Year pafled without the Execu-
tion of one Criminal.

There is no doubt, but that which
contributed much to this great order in
the State, was the difufe of other polt
feflions than what werc neceflary to
Life, and the eminent Virtue of their
firlt great Heroe, or Legiflator, which
feemed to have been entailed upon
their whole Race,in the c2urfe of their
Reign: So as in the whole length of it
‘tis reported among them, that no true
Yuca was ever found guilty or punithed
for any Crime. Thus parcicular quali-
ties have beenobferved inold Rome, to
be conftant in the fame Families for fe-
veral Hundred Years, as Goodne(s,Cle-
mency, Love of the People, in that of
the Valerij,Haughtinefs, Pride, Cruelty,
and Hatred of the People, in that of
the 4ppij, which may come from the

force of Blood, of Education, or Ex-
ample.



(213 )

ample. 'Tis certain no Government
was ever eftablifhed and continued by
greater Examples of Virtue and Seve-
rity, nor anyever gave greater Telti-
monies, thanthe ¥Y»ca’s, of anexcellent
Inftitution, by the progrefles and fuc-
cefles, both in the propagation and ex-
tent of Empire, in force and plenty,
in greatnefs and magnificence of all
Publick Works, as Temples, Palaces,
High ways, Bridges, and in all Provi-
fions neceffary to cocmmon eafe, fafety,
and utility of human Life: So as feve.
ral of the Jefuits, and particularly Aro-
fta, are cither fo jult or fo prefuming
as to prefer the Civil Conftitutions of
Maizgo Copac before thof® of Lycurgus,
Numa, Solon, or any other Lawgivers
focelebrated in the more known parts
of the World.

To every Colony was affigned f{uch
a compafs of Land, whereof one part
was appropriated to theSun ; afecond
to the Widows, Orphans, Poor, Old
or Maimed 3 a third to the peculiar
maiutenance of every Family, accord-
ing to their number; and a fourth to
the Twca. Inthis order the whole was
Tilled,and the Harvelt or Produ& laid
up in {everal Granaries 5 out of which

1t
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it was diftributed by Officersto that
purpofe, according to the feveral ufes
for which it was defigned, and new Seed
iffued out at the Scafon for the new
Tillage.

Every Decurion,befides the Office of
a Cenfor and Judge, had that likewife
of a Patron or Solicitor, for relief of
the Neceffities or Wants of thofe under
his Charge. They were bound to give
in to the Pablick Regifters,an Account
of all that were Born, and of a!l that
dyed under their Charge. None was
fuffered to leave the Colony, or People
he was Born in, without leave, nor to
change the Habit commonly ufed init,
(by fome parts or marks whereof thofe
of each Province were diltinguifthed.)
None to Marry out of it, no more than
the Yxca'’s out of their own Blood.,

The Trca that Reigned, was called
Capa Ynca,whichthe Spaniards interpret
Solo Semnor, or Only Lord. He Ever
Married the firlt of his F'emale Kindred,
either Sifter, Nicce, or Coufin, to pre-
{ferve the Line the purelt they could.
once intwo Years he aflembled all the
Unmarried Yrcas, Men above Twenty,
and Womsan above Sixteen Years Old,
and there in Pubiick Married all {uch 1;13

e
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ke thought fit, by giving each of their
Hands one to the other. The {ame was
done among the Vulgar, by the Cura-
ca of each People.

Evcry Family at their time of Meals,
Eat with their Doors open, {o that all
might f{ce their Temperance and Or-
der.

By thefe and other fuch Laws and
Inftitutions, Mango Copac firlt {ettled his
Government or Kingdem in the Colo-
nies of Coxco, which were in time mul-
tiplied iuto many others, by the wil.
ling confluence and recourfe of many
feveral Feople round about him, allu-
red by the Divine Authority of his
Orders, by the fweetnefs and clemen-
cy of his Reign, and by the Felicity of
all that lived underity and indeed,
the whole Government of this Race of
the Ywca’s, wasrather like that of a ten-
der Father over his Children, ora juft,
careful, and well-natur’d Guardianover
Fupils, than of a Lord or Command-
er over Slaves or Subjects. - By which
tkey came tobe fo honoured oradored,
that it was likeSacriledge for any com-
mon Perfon fo much as to touch the
Y#ea without his leave ;5 which was gi-
ven as a Grace to thofe who fervedhim

well,
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well, or to new Subjects that fubmig-
ted to him.

After the Extent of his Kingdom into
great compafles of Territory round Coz-
co, by voluntary (ubmifiton of the Peo-
pL,, as to fome Evangelical, rather than
Legal Df}&rmes or In”tl*ntmlh Mawu-
g0 Copac aflembled all his Curacas ,and
told him, That his Father the Suzn, ‘had

commanded him to exrend his Inftitu-
tions and Orders as far as he was able,
for the good and happine(s of Man-
kind 5 and for that purpofe, with Ar-
med Troops to go to thofe remoter
Parts that had not yet receiv’d them,
and to reduce them to theirobfervance.
That the Sun had commanded him to
hurt or offend none that would {ubmit
to him, and thereby accept of the good
and happme(s that was offered him | by
fuch Divine Bounty,but to diftres on-
Iy fuch as refufed, without killing any
that did not aflail them, and then to
do it jultly io their own Defence.

For this defign, he formed aud af-
fembled TI‘{)UPS of Men, Armed both
with Offenfive, and ch1e[lyr with De-
fenfive Weapons. He caft them into .
the Order of Dec urions, in the fame
manner as he had done Families 5. to

-EVery
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every Ten Men was one Oflicer, ano-
ther to Fifty, and another to One
Hundred, a Fourth to Five Hundred,
and a Fifth to a Thouland. There
' was a Sixth over Five Thoufand, and
a Seventh asa General over Ten Thou-
fand; of which number his firlt Army
was mmpofed /
With this and cther fuch Armies, hr:
reduced many new Territories underhis
Empire, declaring toevery People he
approached, the fame things he had
done firlt to thofe who came abouthim
near the great Lake ; and offering them
the benefit of the Arts he had taugh,
the Orders he had Inftitnted, the Pm«
tection he had given his Sub;&&s, nd
the Felicity they enjeyed under it
Thofe who fubmitted were received in-
to the famcRightsand Enjoyments with
the reft of his ¢ uh}e&& Thofe who re-
fufed were diftrefled, and purfued by
his Forcestill they were neceffitated to
accept of his Offers and Conditions.
He ufed no Offenfive Weapons agnf’:z,’k
any till they Attacked them, and then
Defenfive only at firflt, till the danger
and {laughter of his Men grew other.
wife unavoidable ; then he Tuffered his
Fi}rces to fall upon them,and kill with-
out
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out Mercy, and not to {pare even thofe
that yiclded themfelves, after having
fo longand obftinately Refifted. Thofe
who {ubmitted after the fir(t Threats or
Diftrefles, or Bloodlefs Oppofition, he
received 1ato Grace, {uffered them to
touch his Sacred Perfon, made great
and common Feafts for them and his
own Soldiers together for {everal days,
and then Incorporated them into the
Body of his Empire and gave to each
of them Cloaths to Wear, and Corn
to Sow, _

By thefe ways,and {uch Heroick Vir-
tues, and by thelength of his Reign, he
fo far extended his Dominions, as te
divide them into four Provinces, over
each whereof he appoiated an Twca to
bea Viceroy (having many Sons grown
fit to Command) ; and in each of them
eftablifhed three Supream Councils,the
firlt of Jufltice, the {econd of War, and
the third of the Revenue, of which
an Ynca was likewifc Prefident, which
continued ever after. |

At the end of a2 Long and Adored
Reign, Mango Copac fell into the laft;
Period of his Life 5 uponthe approach
whereof he ¢alled together ail his Chil=
dren and Grand-Children,with his eld-

el
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eft Son, to whom he Jeft his Kingdom:
And told them, that for his own part
he was going to repofe himfelf with his
Father the Su», from whom he came :
that he advifed and charged them all,
to go on in the paths of Reafon and
Virtue which he had taught them, till
they followed him the fame Journey ;
that by this courfe only, they would
prove themfelves to be true Sons of
the Suz, and be as fuch Bonoured and
Eficemed. He gave the fame Charge
more efpecially, and more earneftly to
the, 7uca his Succeflor, and command-
ed him to GovernbisPeople according
to his Example, and the Precepts hé
had received from the Swx 5 andto do
it always with Juftice, Merey; Picty,
Clemency, and Care of the Poor 5 and
when he the Frince thould go in time
to reft with his Father the Suz, thathe
fhould give the fame Inftru&ions and
Exhortations to hisSucceflor. And this
f'orm was accordingly ufed in all the
Succeflions of the Race of the Ywea’s
which lafted Eight Hundred Years
with the fame Orders, and the greateft
Felicity that could be of any State. .
-. I will {ay nothing of the Greatpefs,
Magnificénce and Riches of their Byild-
: P ngs,
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ings, Palaces, or Temples, efpecially
thofe of the Sz~ 5 of the Splendour of
their Court, their Trinmphs after Victo-
ries, their Hantings and Feafts, their
Military Exercifes and Honours. But
as teltimonies of their Grandeur, men-
tion only two of their High-ways,
whereof one wasFiveHundred Leagues |
plain and levelled through Mountains,
Rocks and Valleys, fo that a Carriage
might drive through that whole length
without difficulty. Another very long
and large,paved all with cut or fquared
Stone, fenced with low Walls on each
fide, and fet with Trees, whofe
Branches gave Shade, and the Fruits
Food, to all that pafied.

I thall end this Survey of their Go-
vernment, with one Remark upon theit
Religion, which is, that tho® the Vul-
gar Worfhiped only the Swz, yet the
Amaunta’s, who were their Sages or Phi-
lofophers, taught, that the Suzwas on-
ly the great Minifter of Pachacamac,
whom they adored inthe firft place,and
to whom a Great and Sumptuous Tem-
ple was dedicated. ThisWord is Inter-
preted by the Spaniard, Animador del
Mundo: Or, He that animatas or enli-

vens the World, and {eemsto be yet a
' -more
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more Refined Notion of the Deity,than
that of the Chimefes, who adored the
Spirit and Soul of the World. By this
Principle of their Religion, as all the
othersof their Government atid Policy,
it muft T think, be allowed, that Hu.

- man Nature is the faie inthefe remote,
as well as the othier more known and ce=
lebrated parts of the World. 'That the
different Governments of itare framed
and cultivated by as great reaches and
{trength of Reafonand of Wifdom, 2%
any of ours, and fome of their frames
Jefs fubject to be thaken by the I'aflions,
Fattions, and other Corruptions, to
which thofe in the middle Scene of Ex-
rope and :Afra have beenfooften and fo
much expofed. That the fame Caufes
produce every where the {ame Effedts,
and that the fame Honours and Obedi:

- ence, arein all places but Confequen-
ces or Tributes paid tothe famiz Hero-

- ick Vertue, or Tran{cendent Genius, in

~ what parts foever, or under what Cli-

- tates of the World it fortunes toappear.

P SECT.
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S EC T IV;

'E*HE Third Survey I propofed to
make 1n this Eflay upon Heroick
Virtue, was that of the Northern Re-
gion, which lies without the Boundsof
the Bxiin and the Cafpian Seas, the Ri-
ver Oxus to the Ealt, and the Danube
to the Weft, which by the Grecks and
Rowmans was called allby one general
name of Seyrhia, and little known to
any Princesor Subje&s of the four great
Monarchies, otherwife than by the de-
feats or difgraces received in their Ex-
peditions again(t thefe fierce Inhabitants
of thofe barren Countries. Such wasthe
fatal overthrow of Cyr#s and his Army,
by the Eaftern Scythians,and the fhame-
ful fight of Darius  from the Weftern.
Thls vaft Region which extends from
the North Eaft Ocean, that bounds Ca-
taga and China to the North Welft, that
wafhes the Coafls of f\ﬂf‘mﬂj, }Htfarzd, !
and fome Northern parts of Germany,

tho’ comprifed by the Antiens undﬁ:r
-5Ene
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thecommon name of Seyrhia was diltin-
guifhed into the Af‘arnil and the  Euro-
pean, which were divided by the River
Taﬂmr and the Monntainsout of which
it rifes. Thofe numerous Nations may
be called the Eaftern Scythians, who
Jie on that fide of the Tanais, or at
leaft the Poloa, and thofe the W eftern
that lie on thls Awoug the firlt, the
Maffagete were the moft knownor £kt
of by. the Antient Writers : and among
the laft the Gete and the Sarsmate. The
firft is now comprehended nader the
general name of great Tartary, and the
fecond under thofe of the lcfler 7 artary,
Mifeovy,Poland Sueden, and Denwrark
the two laft ﬂy]mﬂthem&lvfs Kings of
the Gosths and V- rdm’.r.

How far this vaft Territory isinhabi-
ted Northward by any Race of Man-
kind, I think none pretend to know,
nor from how remote Corners of thoic,
Frozen Mountains, fome of thofe fierce
Nations fir(t crept out, whofe Force
and Arms have been fo known and
- felt by all the reft of what was of old
- called the Habitable World. |

Whether itbe that the courfe of Con-
quefthasrun generally from the. North
to the South, as from the harder upon

P2 the
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the {ofter, or from the poorer upon the
richer Nations,becaufe Men commonly
Attack with greater fiercenefs and cou-
rage than they Defend, being in one
{pirited by defire, and in the other ufu-
ally damped by Fear 35 I cannot tell,but
certain itis, how celebrated {oever the
four great Monarchies have been,by the
VVritings of fomany famous Authors,
who have Eternized their Fame, and
thereby their owny yet there is no
part of the World that wasever fubject
to Affyriazn, Perfian, Greek, ot Romazn
Empires (except perhaps fome little
i{lands) that has not beenRavaged and
Conquered by fome of thofe Northern
Nations, whom they reckoned and de-
{pifed as Barbarous: WNor where new
Empires, Kingdoms, Principalities, or
Governments, have not been by them
ereted upon the Ruins of the Old 4
which may jultly Mortify the Pride of
Maunkind, the Depths of their Reafon-
ings, the Reach of their Politicks, the
Wifdom of their Laws, and Force of
their Difcipline, and may be allowed
for a great and undifputed Triumph of
Nature over Art. | '
‘Tisagreed in Story, that the Seythi-

ars conquered the Medes, during the
& period



(229 )

period of that Race inthe Affyrian Em-
pire, and were Mafters of Afa for fif-
teen Years, till they returned homeup-
on Domeftick occafions. That Cyrus
was beaten and {lain by their Fury and
Revenge, undertheleading of a VVo-
man, whofe VVit and Conduct made
a great Figure in ancient Story 5 that
the Ronrans were defeated by the Par-
thians, who were of the Seythian Race.
But the great Hero of the Eiltern
Scythians or Tartars, leftecem to have
been Tamarlancy and whether he was
Son of a Shepherd or a King, to have
been the greatelt Conqueror that was
ever inthe World, at leaft that appears
upon any prefent Records of Story,
His Atchievments were great upon Chi-
na, where hefubdued many Piovinces,
and forced their Ring to fach Condi-
tions of a Peace, as he was content to
impofe.He made VVar againft the Mn/-
covites with the fame fuccefs,and partly .
by force, partly by confent, gained a
paflage thro’ their Territories for that
vaft Army, which heled againft Baja-
zet (then the Terror of the VVorld).
He conquered this proud Turk and his
whole Empire, as far as the Hellcfpons
T which
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which he croffed,and madea Vilitto the
poor Greek Emperour ﬂtcwfﬂdﬂffﬂﬂpf;?;
who had fent to make Alliance with
him uponhis firlt [nvafion of Bajazet, at
whofe Mercy this Prince then almoft
lay, with the {mall remainders of the
Grecian Empire.  Nothing was greater
or more Heroical inn this Victorious 7e-
marlane, than the Faith and Honour
wherewith he obferved this Alliance
with the Greeks 5 for having been re-
cetved at Conflantinople with all the
Submiffions that could be made him,
having viewed and admired the great-
nefs and ftructure of that Noble City,
and f{aid, it was fit to make the Seat for
the Empire of the World, and having
the offer of it frecly made him by the
Greeks to pofiefs it for his own, yet af-
ter many Honours exchanged between
thefle two Princes, he left this City in
the fredom, and the Greek Emperor in
the Pofleffions he fonnd them, went
back into Afa, andin his return Con-
quered Syria, Perfia, and India, where
the great Mogulshave ever fince boafted
to be the Race of Tamerlane. After all
thefe Conquefts he went home, and
pafled the reft of his Age' in his own
Native Kingdom, and Dyed a fair  and
e o o
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natural Death, which was a ftrain of
Felicity as well as Greatnefs, beyond
any of the Conquerors of the Four Re-
nowned Monarchies of the World, He
was without queftion, a Greatand He-
roick Genius, of great Jultice, exa&
Difcipline, genercus Bounty, and much
Piety, adoring one God, th¢' he was
neither Chriftian, Jew, nor Mahometan,
and deferved a Nobler Charader than
could be allowed by Modern Writers
to any perfon of a Nation fo unlike
themfelves.

The Turks were another Race of thefe
Eaftern Seythians,their Original Conn-
tries being placed by fome upon the
North-Eaft, by othersupon the North-
Welt Coaft of the Cafpian Sea,and per-
haps both may have contributed to fur-
nifh fuch uumbers as have over-run o
great a part of Exrope, Afia, and Afiica.
But I'fhall have occafion to fay more of
them and their Conquefts in the next
Section.

That part of Seythiathatlies between
the two Riversof the Volga and’ Borisz-
henes, whereof the one runs into the
Cafpian, and tother into the Ewxine
Sea, was the Seat of the Gere, whom
Herodosus mentions, as then known Il:;y
W the
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the nameof Gete Immortales, becaufe
they believed that when they Dyed,
they fhould go to Zamolxis, and injoy
a new Life in another World, at lealt
fuch of them as lived according to his
Orders and Inftitutions, who had been
2 great Prince or Law-giver among
them. From this name of Gete came
that of Gothe 5 and this partof Scythia,
in its whole Northern Extent, [taketo
have been the vaft Hive out of which
iflued fo many mighty Swarms of Bar-
barous Nations, who under the feveral
namesof Goths, Vandals, Alans, Lom-
bards, Huns, Bulgans, Francs, Saxons,
and many others, broke in at feveral
times and places upon the {everal Pro-
vinces of the Roman Empire, like {o
many Tempefts, tore in picces the whole
Fabrick of that Government, framed
many new ones in its room, changed
the Inhabitants, Language, Cuftoms,
Laws, the ufual namesof Placesand of
Men, and even the very Face of Nature
where they came, and planted new Na-
tions and Dominions in their room,
Thus ltaly, after many Spoils and [nva-
fionsof the Gozrhsand Vandals, came to -
be pofiefled by the Lombards, Pannonia

by the Huns, Thracia by, the Bxlgatﬁ',
' ¢
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the Southern parts of Spais or Andaluzia
by the Vandals, the Ealt or Catalonia,
by the Cattiand Alani 5 the reft of thar
Continent by the Goths. Gaul was {ub-
dued b}' the FMHM., and Britain b}’
the Saxons ; both which Nations are
thought to have come anciently from
the more Northern Reigions, and (cated
themfelves inthofe parts Gf(}!ﬂ'ﬁfﬂf{? that
were afterwards called by their Names,
from whence they proceeded intime to
make their later Conquelts. The Seutes
whoConqueredSeotland and freland and
pofleffed them under the names of Al-
bin Sentes, and lrin Scutes, 1 guefs to
have come from Norway, and to have
retained more of the ancient Seythians
(before the Gothscame into thofe parts)
both in their Language and Habit, as
that of Mantles, and in the cuftom of
removing fromone part to another,ac-
cording to the Seafons or Conveniences
of Pafture. The Normans that camein-
to France, 1 take likewifeto be a later
Race from Normay, but after the Go-
¢hick Orders and Inftitutions have gain-

ed more Footing in that Province.
The Writersof thofe times content
themfelves to lay the Difgraces and
Ruins of their Countries, upon the
numbers
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numbers and fiercene(s of thefc Savage
Nations that invaded them, or upon
their own difunions and diforders, that
made way for fo eafy Conquelts : But
I cannot believe, that the ftrange Suc-
cefles and Victorious Progrefles of thefe
Northern Conquerors, fhould have

cen the effet only of Tumultuary
Arms and Numbers, or that Goverp-
ments erected by them, and which have
lafted fo long in Enxrope, thould have
been framed by unreafonable or un-
thinking Men. °Tis more likely, that
there was among them fome force of
Order, fome reach of Condu&, as well
as {ome Principle of Courage above the
common Strain; that fo ftrange Ad-
ventures could not be atchieved, but
by fome Enchanted Knights.

That which firlt gave me this thought,
was the Refleion upon thofe Verfes
in Lucan.

e Popislies quos defprest Arékos
Falices errore [uoy quos ille timornm
Maximus hand urget lethi metus, indz ruend;

In ferrum mens prond viris, duimig 5 CApPACES
Mortisy & jgnavum rediture parcere vita.

Heap
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Happy in their Mt ake thefe People wlom
The Novthern Pole Afpetts, whom fear of Death,
(Thegreateff of all buman fears) ne’er moves

Firom berice their Conrage pronetorufhon Steel,
Their Alindsde ﬁuﬁt:g Deathy they think it mean
To [pare a Life that muft again return.

By this Paflage it appears, that Six-
teen Hundred Years ago thofe Nor-
thernPeople were diftinguifb’d from all
others, by a fearlefnefs of Death,
gmunded upon the belief of another
Life, which made them defpife the
care of preferving this.

Whether {uch anOpinion were firft
infufed among them by Zaemolxis, and
propagated by Odi» among his Fol-
lowers, or by him Invented, I will not
Conjefture; it may have been either
one or tﬂther fince the Goths he led
into the Northweft parts of Europe are
agreed to have come from the Gere,
who are placed near the River Tusiais.,
For thofe vaft Scythian Regions were
divided into infinite feveral Nations,
ﬁ?parated by the common natural

Bounds



(232)
Bounds of Rivers, Lakes, Mountains,
Woods or Marfhes. Each of thefe
Countries, was litke a mighty Hive,
which by the vigour of Propagation,
and health of Climate, growing too full
of Pecple, threw out fome new {warm
at certain periods of time, that took
Wing, and fought out fome new abode,
expellingor fubduing the old Inhabi-
tants, and {eating themfelves in their
rooms, if they liked the conditions of
place and commodities of Life they met
with if not, going ontili they found
{fome other moreagreeableto their pre-
fent Humours or Difpofitions. Some-
times the Expelled Naticns took Heart,
and when they fled from one Country,
Invaded another, and revenged the In-
juries of fome cruel Neighbours, upon
ohers that were weaker, but more inno-
cent ; and o like Waves, thruft onone
the other, for mighty ledgth of Space
or Ccuntries. Sometimes the Conque-
rorsaugmented their Numbers and For-
ces with the {trongeft and moft adven-
turous of thofe Nations they firlt Inva-
ded, by their voluntary acceffion into
the {hares or hopes of their future For-
tunes, andfowent onto further Con-

guefts.
1 The
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The ufual manner of thefe Expediti-
ons, was, That when a Country grew
tos full of People for the growth of it
to fupply, they aflembled together all
that were fit to bear Arms, and divi-
ded themfelves into two Bands, where-
of one {tayed at home to Inhabit and
Defend their own, and t'other went to
feek new Adventures, and pofiefs {fome:
other they could gain by force of Arms,
and this was done fometimes by lot, and
fometimes by agreement between the
two Divifions. That Band or Colony
that went abroad, chofe their Leader
among thofe inmoft Repute and Eftcem
for Wifdom or for Courage, and thefe
were their Commanders or Generals in
War; andif theylived and fucceeded,
were the firft Princes of thofe Countries
they Conquer’d, and chofe forthe Seat
of their new Cnlony or Kingdom.

It {eemsagreed
by the curious
Enquirers into
the Antiquities
of the Runnick
Language and
Learning, that
Odin or Woden
or Goder (2c-

cording

Exccrpta ex Edde,

Hic Odinus Fartidicas erat,
ut & ejus Conjux, unde gomen
fuum in Septentrione prcun-
iis Regibus maxime celebra-
tum irt previdic.  Hic morus
causd eX Turcia iter molitus
erat, adjun&o fibi magho nu-
mero militum Juvenum & Se.
niorum utriufqs feXis.  Quaf-
cunqg;terras peragrarunt, divi

nisefferebantur enmmns, Diis
quzm hominibus fimilieres ab
nniverfis
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univer{ic judiciti, mec prius
fubtite'uat quim terram 11-
grefli effenr qua nunc Saxoniz
gppellatur, uhlt per maleos an-
nos Odinus vixic, iffamgq; Re-
gionem lace p {ledic, qu:m
cum d {tridwifler 1ncer Filios,
ta ut Vagdeggo Oriencalem
Saxoniam, Begdego Weftpha-
llam, Siggo Franconuam de-
terminavic; Ipfe in aliam mi-
gravit regloncm, qu® runc
Re idpotolandia dicebarur, &
quicquid 1bi placuic fibi vindi-
cavic. Huic terrz prafecit h-
lium Skioldam eX quo Freidle-
fils genitus eft cujus poiter
Skioldungar five skioldiades
nominantur d qua ftirpe Da-
niz Regis defcenderune, ifta
Reidgorolandia, nuoc Jutlan-
dia appellatur.

Ex Snovrone.

Odinus Heros in Afgordia
prope Tanaim , Sacrorum
GenriliumSammusantiftes du-
odecim Senitores qui careris
pletate & fapientia pra(tarent
Religioni curandz & Jurl di-
cundo prafecit. Hic magna-
nimus & fortis bellator innu-
mera regna ditione(g; (vam
redegit 1n poteftatem, Ma-
nus ducum fuorum vertict tm-
ponens eos confecrabat, qul
1n pugnam euntes nomen Odi-
ni nuncubabant Othinus fra-
tribus fuis Regnum Afgardiz
commilit, ipfe in Ruffiam pro-
feGus & inde in Saxomam,
¢am fibi fubjugavit, & fillls 1n
regendum commifit.  Ioaudi-

8|

r
!)
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cording to the
diffcrent Nor-
thern Dialeés)
was the firft and
great Hero of
the Weftern Sey-
thians. That he
led a mighty
Swarm of the
Getes wmider the
name of Gatﬁ.r-,
from the Afatick
Seythia, into the
fartheft North-
welt  parts of
Europe: Thathe
featedand fpread
hiss Kingdom
round the whole
Baltick Sea, and
over all the
Iflands in it,and
extended it weft~
ward to .the O-
cean, and South-
ward to the
Elve, ( which
was Anciently
Efteemed  the
Bound between
. the
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the Seythians and
the  Germans ).
That this vaft
Country was in
the Ancient Go-
thick term, cal-
led Bz‘m*wia,ﬂnd
is by fome Au-
thors Termed,
Officina Gentium,
having furnithed
all thofe {warms
of . Goths, Van:
dals, Saxons, Ay-
gles, Futes, Dane;,
and  Norwrans .
which {o often
infefted, and at
length {ubdued
all the Weftern

Provinces of Fu-

rope.Somie Write, ‘tonisinvitavie. e rhve
~ that heextended his Conquefts ever,
- far as Franconia it felf -
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generis miracula variis exer
cult prefligiis, Magifterium
publicum Magiz pracipiendz
infhiwit © Fo varias formaruri
fpecie (e tranfmuedre noverar,
tanci eloqu i dulcedine audi-
entes dumulcere poterac ui
ditis ejus nullam non fiderh
adhtbererc.. Carminibus in-
ter loquendum crebrd prolais
miram ferniont grariam concis
labae : Tantd ludificandoifih
oculorum peritd callebar, ug
f&pe corpus fuum: velur [piricy
fuppretio humi profternerct,
Evigilans fe longinquas. dras
peragrafie, & quid ibi, rerum
gereretur comperiffe aflevara-
bat.  Ad [ummum Runis fuis
& ncanrationibus incredbilia
patrando t2m clarum fibi_no-
Mch peperic vt fapientz &
potentiz (u# &  Afianorum
Per omiies orevi nationes fi
debiturh, qud evenir ue Suect
alig; populi Bpresjes. Odino
Sicrificia dependerent,  Poft
obitum muleis apparuit mul-
tis Vidoriam conrulir, zhos in
Walkalde, id eft, aulam Pl-
tonis inviraviz,

ag
but all agree,

 that this Odin was the _ﬁrf’c Inventor of,
at leaft the firft Engraver of the Ry-
 nick Letters or Charagers; Tomei’imeé
fo Famous, arid at laftfo Infamous in
the World, by the .vulgar Opinion
and imputation of all forts of Charms,

Enchant

O
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Enchantments or Witchcrafts, to the
ufe and force of thofe {trange Charac-
ters. That he inftituted many excel-
lent Ordersand Laws, made the diftin-
¢tion of Seafons, the divifions of time,
was an Invinfible Warrior, a wife Law-
giver, loved and obeyed during Life
by his Subjects, and after his Death
adored as one of their three cheif Gods,
among(t which he was the God of War,
Thor of Thunder and Tempelts, Frea
of Pleaiure ; by whofe Names, for an
Eternal Memory, three days of thg
Week are called.

I will not enter into his Story, nor
that of his Succeffion, or the Infinite
and Famous Revolutions it produced
in the World, nor into the more curi-
ous fearch of thetime of his Expediti-
on, which muft have been very ancient,
and is thereby left doubted and unde-
termined @ But if it be true that he was
Inventor of the Runick Charaers,fome
Writers of that Language will make
him older than Evander, by afhrming
their Runick Lettersto have been more
ancient than the Latin, which were firft
brought into Irely in his time. For my
own part, I fhould guefs, by allT have
perufcd of thofe Antiquities, that this

Expe-
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Expedition may have been made two
Thoufand Yearsago, or thereabouts.Se
much is true, that the Runes were for
long period of times in ufe ,upon Mate-
rials more Jafting than any others im-
E]oyed to that purpofe ; forinftead of
eaves or Barks, or Wax or Parchiments,
thefe were engraven upon Stone or
Planks of Oaks, upon artifical Obelisks
ﬂr Pillars,and even upon natural R ocks;
in great numbersand extent of Lines:
But more of this Runick Subject will
occur upon that of Poetty 5 and  {hall
only obferve, among the Conftitutions
of thefe Northern P cople, three Princi-
 ples of a ftrain very extraordinaty, and
perhaps peculiar to themfelves, and
whichextend very far into the Fortunes
| ii.‘nd Conquefts of theit Arms and into
 the force and duration of their King-
 doms. The firlt of thefe is a Principle
- of Religion or Superftition, the next of
 Learning, and the laft of Policy cr Ci-
- vil Government.
. Whether the firlt were deduced fron
| ilat of Zamolxis, among the Getes, (ti-
| led of OldImmortals, or 1ntroduced by
e among the Weltern Gozhs, tis cer-
 tain,that an Opinion was fixed and ge-
&ra la miong them, That Deatti was but
& 4 this
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the entrance intoanother Life ; that all
Men who lived lazy and una&ive Lives
and died natural Deaths by Sicknefs or
by Age, went into vaft Caves under
ground, all dark and miry, full of noy-
fom Creatures ufual in {uch places,and
there for ever grovelled in endlefs
ftench and Mifery. On the contrary,all
who gave themfelves to warlike AGtions
‘and Enterprifes, to the Congqueft of
their Neighboursand Slaughter of Ene-
mies, and died in Battle, or of violent
Deaths upon bold Adventures or Refo-
lutions, they went immediatly to the
vaft Hall or Palace of Odix, their God
of War,who eternally kept open Houfe
for all fuch Guefts, where they were
entertained at infinite Tables,in perpe-
tual Feafts and Mirth, caroufing every
Man in Bowls made of the Sculls of
their Encmies they had flain, according
to which numbers every one in thefe
Manfions of Pleafure was the moft ho-
noured and the beft entertained.

How this Opinion was printed in the
Minds of thefe fierce Mortals, and what
effet it had upon their Thoughts and
Paffions, concerning Life and Death,as
itis touched Elegantly in thofe Verfes
of Lucan before Recited, {o it is lively

Repre-
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P.eprefented in the Twenty Fifth and
Twenty Ninth Stanza of that Song or
Epicedium of Regnor Ladkros, one of
their famous Kings,which he compofed
in the Runick Language, about Eight
Hundred Years ago, after he wasmor-
tally ftung by a Serpent, and beforethe
Venom feiz’d upoan his Vitals, The
whole Sonnet is recited by Olaus 1Wor-
zronsin his Literatura Runica (who has
very much deferved from the Common-
Wealth of Learning) and is very well
- worth reading, by any that love Poc-
try 5 and toconfider the feveral ftamps
-of that Coin, according tofeveral Ages
and Climates. But that which is extra-
ordinary in it is, that{uchan alacrity
\or pleafure in dying,was never expres'd
fed in any other Writing, nor imagined
among any other Pcople. The Two
Stanzaes are thus Tranflated into Latin

by Olaus.
Stanza XXV.

Pugnavimus enfibus,

Hoc ridere me facit  femper

Duod Balderi Patris Scamna
Parata [cio in anla,

Bibemins cerevifiam

Ex concavis crateribus craniornr,
Non gemit vir fortis contra morten

et Q 3 Magnifics
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Magnifici in Odini domibus,

Non venio defperabundus
Verbis ad Othini aularm.
' Stanza XXIX.
Fert animmus finire,
Invitant me Dyfe

Diuas ex Odini anla
Othinns mihi mifit
Letus cerevifiam cnm Afis
In fumma [ede bibane
Vite elapfe  [unt bore,
Ridens Moriar.

I am deceived, if in this Sonnet,and
afollowing Ode of Scallogrin, (which
was likewife made by him after he was
condemned to dye,and deferved his par-
don for a Reward)there be not a vein
truly Poetical, and in its kind Pinda-
rick, taking it with the allowance of
¢he different Climates, Fafhions, Opini-
ons, and Languages of fuch diftant
Countries. o

I will not trouble my felf with more
paffages out of this Runick Poems,
concerning this fuperftitious Principle,
which isfo perfe@ly reprefented inthefe
with the pofleffion it had taken of the
Nobleft Souls among them ; for fuch
this Lodbrog appears to have been,li:.:}!

AREIS
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his perpetual Wars and Vicories in
thofe Northern Continents, and in Eng-
laud, Scotland and Freland. Butl will
add a Teltimony of it,which was given
me at Nimeguen, by Count Oxer.ﬁfm
the fir(t of the Sued:ﬂi Ambafladors in
that Aflembly. Tn Difcourfe upon this
- Subje, and canf rmation of this Opini-
- on llavmg been General among the
- Gotbs of thofe Countries s he told me,

. there was f{till in Sweden a place which
| wasa Memorial of it, and was called
Odins-Hall. That it was a great Bay in
the Sea,encompaffed onthree fides with
fteep and ragged Rocks; and that in the
time of the Gothick Pagani(m,Menthat
were either ick of Difeafes they elteem-
ed Mortal ar Incurable, or elfe grown
invalid with Age, and thereby 1.1& all
Military Action, and fearingto dac mean-
ly and bafely (as they efteemed it) in
their Beds, they ufually caufed them-
felves to be brought tothe neareft part
of thefe Rocks, and from thence threw
themfclves down into the Sea, hoping
by the boldnefs of (ucha violent Dﬂath

to renew the pretence of Admiffion i in-
the Hall of Odiz, which they had loft,

by failingto die in Combat and byﬁm;s.

Q4 What
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What effet fuch a Principle (fuck’d
in withInftruftion and Education, and
well “believed) muft have upon the
Pafiions and Ad&ions of a People natu-
rally ftrongand brave, is eafy to con-
ceive, and low far it went beyond all
the frains of the boldeft and firmeft Phi-
lofophy;for this reached no farther than
Conftancy in Death, or Indifferency in
the Opinion of that or of Lifes but the
other infufed a'fcorn of Life,and a de-
fire of Deathy nay,’ fear and averfion
cven fora natural Death, with purfuit
and longing for a violent one(contrary
to the general Opinions of all other
Nations} fo as they took delight in
Warand Dangers,as others did in Hunt-
ing, or fuch active fports, and fought
as'much for the hopes of Death as of
Victory, and found as much pleafure in
the fuppofed Advantages and Confe-
quences of one, as in the real enjoy-
wents of the other,  This made them
perpetually in new motions or defigns,
fearlefs and fierce in the execution of
them, and never caring in Battle to
preferve their Lives, longer than to
increafe the Slaughter of their Enemies,
and thereby their own Renown here,
g¢nd Felicity hereafter. |
R Their
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Their decifions of Right and Juft were
by Arins, and mortal Combatsallowed
by Laws, approved by Princes, affifted
by formal Judges, ard determined by
Death or Vittory. Frem hence came
_all thofe Joufts, and Tiltings and Tur-
- naments, fo long in ufe, and {fo much ce-
lebrated in thefe partsof the World ;'
their Marriage-Fealts were folemnized
by Launces and Swords, by Blows, by
Wounds, and fometimes by Death, till
that Cuftom was difgraced by the de-
plorable End of Henry the Second of
France, and the fatal Launce of Mont-
gomery, From hence came the long ufe
of legal and of fingle Combats, when
the right of Titles or Lands was diffi-
cult; or when aPerfon accufed of any
Crime denied abfolutely what his Ac-
cufer pofitiyely affirmed, and no other
proof could on either fide be produced,
*Tis known inStory how long andhow
- frequent this wasin vfe among all the
Gothick Races,and in the feveral King-
doms or Principalities ere&ted by them,
even after the Profeflion of Chriftianity
among ‘em. Whenit grewtooinfamous
upon the Entrance of Learning and Ci-
vility, and the Laws were athamed of
allowing Tryals of Blood and Violence,

et
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yet the cuftom could not be extin-
guifl’d, but made way for that of private
Duels,and for the Lye,being accounted
a jult ground of Fighting in point of
Honour, becaufeit had beenfo i’ point
of Law during the Barbarous Ages. This
feems tohave begun upon the famous
Challenge that pafled between Charles
the V. and Francis the I. which tho'
without effet, yet ’tis enough known
and lamented how much of the braveft
Blood of Chriftendomhas been {pilt by
that example, efpecially in France, du-
ring the feveral {ucceeding Reigns, till
it feems to have been extinguifh’'d by
the jult Severity, and to the jult Honour
of the prefent King,

But to return to the bold Authorsof
thefe Cultoms (unknown to the Greek
and Roewan Nations.) Their Bodies in-
deed were hard and ftrong their Minds
rough and fierce, their numbers infi-
nite, which was owing perhaps all to
their Climate. But befides thefe advan-
tages, their Courage was undaunted,
their Bufinefs was War, their Pleafures
were Dangers, their very Sports were
Martial : Their Difputes and Procefles
were decided by Arms 5 they feared

nothing but too longLife,decays W&
.an
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and 2 natural or flothful Death; any
Violent or Bloody they defired and pur-
{fued, and all this from their Opinion
of one being {ucceeded by Miferies, the
other by Felicities of a future and 2
longer Life, |

For my part, when I confider the
force of this Principle, I wonder notat
the effe&ts of it, ‘their numerous Gon-
quefts, nor immenfity of Countriesthey
fubdued, northat fuch (trange Adven-
tures fhould have been finifhed by fuch
Enchanted Men. But when Chriftianity
introduced among them, gave an end
to thefe Delufions, the reftlefs humour
of perpetual Wars and Action was like-
wife allayed, and they turned their
thoughts to the Eftablifhment of their
feveral Kingdoms,in the Provinces they
had fubdued and chofenfor their Seats,
and applied themfelves to the Orders
and Conftitutions of their Civil or Poli-
tical Governments.

Their Principle of Learning was,
That all they;had among them was ap-
plied to the knowledge and diftinction
of Seafons, by the courfe of the Stars,
and to the prognofticks of Weather,or
elfe to the praifes of Virtue,which con-
fifted among them only, in ]uﬂ‘iCE to

i - their
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their own Nation, and Valour againtt
their Enemies; and the relt was em-
ployed in difplaying the brave and he-
roick Exploitsof their Princes and [22-
ders, .and the Rrowe(s and Conquclts of
their Nation: Alltheir Writings were
compofed inVerfe, which were called
Runes or Viifes, and from thence the
termof Wife came : And thefe Poets
or Writers being efteemed the Sages
among them, were as fach, alwaysem-
ployed in the attendance upon their
Princes,both in Courts and Camps, be-
ing ufed to advife in their Condud, and
to record their A&ions, and celebrate
their Praifles and Trinmphs. The tracas
of thefe cuftoms have been feen within
the compafs of this very age, both in
Hungary and Ireland, where, at their
Feafts it was ufualto have thefe kind
of Poets entertain the Company with
their rudeSongs, or Panegyricks of their
Anceftors bold Exploits, among which,
the number of Mzn that any of them
had {lain with their own Hands,was the
chief ingredient in their Praifes. By
thefe,they rewarded the Prowe(s of the
Old Menamong them,and inflamed the
Courage of the Young, to equal the.

boldnefs and atchievements of thofe tl?a{i
| 1
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had travelled before them in thefe
paths of Glory. |
The TFrinciple of Tolitick or Civil
Government in thefe Northern Nations,
feems derived from that which was Mi-
litary among them. When a new
Swarm was upon the Wing, they chofe
a Leader or General for the Eypedition,
and at the fame time the chief Officers
to Command the {everal Divifions of
their Troops 3 thefe werea Council of
War to the General, with whem they
advifed, in the whole progrefs of thieir
Enterprife, but upon great occafions, a3
a Pitch’d Battle, any Military Exploit of
great difficulty ahd danger, the choice
of a Country to fix their Seat, or the
Conditions of Peace that were propofed,
they aflembled their whole Troops, and
confulted with all the Soldiers or Peo-
ple they Commanded. This Tacitus ob-
ferves to have been in ufe among the
German Princes in his time, to confult
of {maller Affairs with the chief Offi-
cers, but De Majoribus omnes.
~ If a Leader of thefe Colonies fucceed-
‘ed in his Attempts, and Conquer'd a
new Country, where by common con-
fent they thought fitto refide, he grew
a8 Prince of that Country, while he
' lived,
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lived, and when he dyﬁd another
was chofen to {ucceed him by a general
Election. The Lands of the Subdued
Territory were divided into greater and
{maller Shares, befides that referved te
the Princeand Government. The great
were given to the chief Ofhicers of the
Arm}r who had beft deferved, and
were moft efteemed 5 the fmaller to
the common or private Soldiers. The
Natives Conquered, where wholly dif-
Emled of their Lands, and reckoned
ut as Slaves by the Conquemrs and fo
ufed for Iabour and fervile Offices,and -
thofe of the Conquering Nation were
the Freemen. The great Sharers, as chief
()ﬂmers continued to be the Council of
the Prince in matters of State, as they
ad been before in matters of War;
but in the great Affair, and of common
concernment, all that had the {maller
Shares in Land, were affembled and
advifed with. The firft ~great Shares
were in procefs of time called Baronies,
and the Small, Fees.

I know very weli how much Critick
has been employed, by the moft Learn-
ed, as Erafmus, Selde:z,_, Spelman,aswell
asmany others, about the two words

Bare and Feud#m and how much pains
“have
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have becn taken, to deducethem from
the Latin, Greek, and even the Hebrew
and ZEgyptian Tongues 35 but Ifind no
reafon, after all they have faid,to make
any doubt of their having been both
Original of the Gothick or Northern
Language 5 or of Baror having been a
Term of Digrity, of Command, or of
Honour among themy and Fewdum, of
a Soldier’s fhare of Land. Ifind the firlt
ufed above Eight Hundred Yearsago,in
the Verfes mentioned of King Lodbrog,
when one of his Exploits was, to have
Conquered Eight Barons. And tho'
Feesor Fendawere inufeunder later Ro-
man Emperors, yetthey were derived
from the Gothick Cuftoms after fo great
numbers of thofe Nations were mtrodu-
ced into the RomanArmies,and employ-
ed upon the Decline of that Empire a-
gainft other more Barbarous Invafions.
For of ail theNorthernNations, theGoths
were efteemed the moft Civil, Orderly,
and Virtuous, and are for fuch com-
mended by St. Auftin and Salvian, who
makes their Conquefts to have been
given them by the Juftice of God, as
a Reward of their Virtue, and aPunifh-
ment upon the Roman Provinces for
the Vicioufnefs and Corruptions of their
Lives
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Lives and Governments. So as it is no
Wouder if many Gothick Words and
Cuftoms caterd early into the Roman
Empire. _ :
Astd the word Baro, it is not that I
find, at all agreed among the Learned,
from whence to derive it, and the Oo-
jectionsraifed againlt their feveral Con-
je&ures, (cem better grounded thanthe
Arguments for any of them. Buat what
that Term imported, is out of their fe-
veral accounts eafy to Collect, and con-
firmed by what {till remains in all the
Conftitutions of the Gothick Govern.
mients. For tho’ by Barons are now
meant in Exgland, {uch as are created
by Patent, and thereby called to the
Houle of Lords: And Baron in Spaxifi
fignify only a Man ot Note or Worth ;
and the Quality denoted by that Title
be different in the {everal Countries of
Chriltendom 5 yet there is no queltion,
but they were originally fuch Perfons as
upon the Conqueft of a Country, vere
by the Conquering Prince invelted in
the pofieflion of certain Tracts or Pro-
portions of Free Lands, or atleaft (uch
as they held by no other Tenure, but
that of Military Service, or Attendance
upon the Prince in his Wars,with a cer-
tain’
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tain number of Armed Men. Thefe in
Gerzany, France, Scotland, feem to
have had, and fome ftill toretain, 4 So-
vereign Power in their Territories, by
f!ie Exercife of what is called high and
ow Jultice or the Power of judging
Criminal as well as Civil Caufes, and in-
flitting Capital Punithments among thofe
that held under them, eitheras Vaffalsor
in Fee, Butl have not met with any
thing of this kind recorded in England,
tho’ the great Barons had not only great
numbers of Knights, but even petty

Barons holding under them. =~
I think the whole Realm of England
was by William the Conqueror divided
into Baronies, however the Diftin&ions
may have been long fince worn out :
Butin Ireland they ftill remain, ahd every
County there is divided into fo many
Baronies, which feem to have been the
Shares of the firlt Batons: And f{uch 25
thefe great Proprietors of Land, compo-
fed in all thefe North-Weft Regions,
one Part in the States of the Country
or Kingdom. ke
_ Now._ for the Word Barons, tho’ it
be a Frefumptionto affert any thing after
the Doubts or unrefolved Difputes of
fuch learnedMen » YetIfhalladventure
L to
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to givemy own Opinion, how different
foever from any that has been yet ad-
vanced. I findin Guagnini's Defcription
of Sarmatia, Printed in the Year 1581,
That in the f{everal Dukedoms, Palati-
nates, or Principalities, which then com-
pofed the mighty Empire of Mofcovy -
Thofe Perfons who were the chief in
Pofleffions of Lands, Offices, or Digni-
ties among them next to the Prince,
Duke, or Palatine, were by one com-
mon Apellation called  his Boiarons, as
thofe of the {ame fort or quality in the
prefent Court of the Great Dukes, are
now termed his Boiars, which may be a
corrapt or particular Dialect from the
other. Now I think itis obvious to any
Man, that tries how eafy a changg is
made in the Contration of Boiarons in-
to Barons, which is but of the two firft
Syllables into one, and that withan A
long, as Baronsiscommonly ufed; And
thofe Countrics above mentioned, ha-
ving  been the Seats of our conquering
Goths, 1 am apt to think their Boiarons
grew - with their Conquefts, to' be the
Original Barons in all thofe feveral Na-
tions -or . Dominions_where ‘they were
extended,” T - Fiancd

-From
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From the Divifions, Forms and Infti-
tutions already deduced,  will natural-
Iy ‘arife and plainly appear the Frame
and Conftitution of the Gothick Govern-
ment, which was peculiar to them, and
different fromy all before, known or ob-
ferved inStory, but (o univerfal among
thefe Northern Nations, thatit was un-
der the Names of King, or Prince, or
Duke and his Eftates, eftablith'd in all
Part of Enrope from the North-Eaft of
Poland andHungary to the South-Weft
of Spain and Porfugal, tho® thefe vaft
Countrics had been f; ubdued by fo many
feveral Expeditions of thefe Northern
People, at fuch divers times, and undet
fo different Apellations, and it feemsto
have been invented or inftituted by the
Sages of the Gorhs, as a Government of
Freemen; which was the Spirit or Cha-
racter of the North-Weft Nations, diftin-
guifhing them from thofe of the South
and the Eaft, and gave the Name to the
Franes among them.

- I need {ay nothing of this Conftituti-
on, which is fo ‘well known in ony
Hland, and was antiently the fame with
ours: in France and Spain, as well as
Gerwmany and Sueder, where it il con-
tinues, confifting of a King or a/ Prince

SRR R 2 who
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who is Sovereign both in Peace and War,
of an Affembly of Barons (" as they were
originally called ) whom he ufes as his
Council, and another of the Commons,
who are the Reprefentative of all that
are poflefled of Free-Lands, whom the
Prince aflembles and confults with, upon
the Occafions or Affairs of the greateft
and common concern to the Nation, I
am apt to think that the Pofieflion of
Land,was the Original Right of Elettion
or Reprefentative among the Commons,
and that Cities and Boroughs were enti-
tuled toit, as they were pofiefs'd ofcer-
tain Trats of Land, that belonged or
wecre annexed to them. And fo it is fiill
in Friezland, the Seat from whence our
Gothick or Saxon Anceftors came into
thefe Iflands. For theancient Seat of the
Gothick Kingdom, was of {mall or no
Trade ; nor England intheir time. Their
Hamours and Lives were turned wholly
to Arms, and long after the Normar
Conqueft, all the Trade of England was
driven by Fews, Lombards or Milaners;
{o as the right of Boroughs {eems not to
have rifen from regards of Trade, but
of Land, and were Places where fo many
Freemen inhabited  together, and had
fuch a Proportion of Land belonging to
| “them,
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them. However it be, this Conftitution
has been celebrated, as framed with
great Wif{dom and Equity,and as the tru-
et and jafteft Temper that has beenever
found out between Dominionand Liber-
tys and it feems to bea Strain of what He-
raclitus {aid was the only Skill or Know-
ledge of any value in the Politicks, which
was the Secret of Governing All by AlL.

This feems to have been intended by
thefe Gothick Conftitations, and by the
Elettion and Reprefentation of all that
poflefled Lands 5 for fince a Country is
compofed of the Land it contains, they
elteemed a Nation to be fo, of fuch as
were the Pofleflors of it, And what
Prince foever can hit of this great Se.
cret, needs know no more, for his own
Safety and Happinels, or that of the
Feople he governs. For no State or
Government can ever be much troubled
or endangered by any private Faions,
which is grounded upon the general
Confent and Satisfaction of the Subjects,
unlefs it be wholly fubdued by the force
of Armiess and then the ftanding Ar-
mies have the Place of Subjeéts, and the
Government depends upon the con-
tented or difcontented Humours of the
Soldiers in General, which has more
| R 3 fudden
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fudden and fatal confequences upon the
Revolutions of State, than thofe of Sub-
jects in unarmed Governments. ' Sothe
Roman, Agyptian, and Turkifh Em-
pires, appear to have always turned
upon the Arbitrary Wills, and wild Hu-
mours of the Preetorian Bands, the Ma-
malukes, and the Janizaries. And fol
pals from the Scythian Conquefts and
Gothick Conftitutiens to thofe of the
Arabians or Mahometans in the World,

S E. Gk
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‘““T H E lalt Survey I propofed, of
~ ‘ithe Four outlying (" or if the
Learned fo pleafe to call them barba-
rous ) Empires, was that of the Ara-
bians, which was indeed of a very dif-
ferent Nature from all the reft, being
Built upon Foundations wholly Enthu-
fiaftick, and thereby very unaccounta-
ble to common Rea{én; and in many
Points contrary evento Human Nature;
yet few others have made greater Con-
quefts or more fudden Growths, than
this Arabian or Saracen Empire ; but
having been of later Date, and the
Courfe of it engaged in perpetual Wars
with ‘the Chriftian Princes, either of
the Eaft or Weft, of the Greek or the La-
tin Churches, both the Original and
Progrefs of it have been eafily ob-
ferved, and are moft vulgarly known,
‘having been the Subjet of many mo-
‘dern Writers and ‘feveral well digefted
‘Hiftories ‘or Relations; and therefore I
| ' R 4 (hall
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fhall give but a very fummary Accoung
of both. |

About the Yearéco, ornearit, lived
Mahomer, a Manof mean Parentageand
Conditon, illiterate, but of great Spi-
rit and {ubtil Wit, like thofe of the
Climat or Country where he was born
or bred, which was that Pari of Arabie
called the Happy, eftecmed the lovelieft
and {weetelt Regioa of the World, and
like thofe blefled Seats {o finely painted
by the Poet, |

Ruas neqs concutiunt venti, negy nubila
nirzbis

Afpergunt, neqynix acri concreta pruini

Cana cadens violap femperqgsinnubilus ot her

Lontigit, late diffufo lumine ridet.

He was Servant to a rich Merchant of
this Country, and after his Mafter’s
Death, having married his Widow,
came: to be poflciied of great Wealth,
and of a numerous Family: Among
others, he had entertained inita Surgian
Monk, or at leaft called by that Name,
whofe viciousand libertine Difpofitions
of Life, had made him leave his Inclo-
fure and Profeflion, but otherwife a
Man of great Learning. Mabomet was

S e By fubject
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fubje& to Fits of ap Epilepfie or Falling-
Sicknefs, and either by the Cuftoms of
that Climat, or the neceffity of that
Difeale, very temperate and abftaining
from Wine, but in the reft voluptuous
and diflolute. . He was’ afhamed of his
Difeafe, and to difguife it from his Wife
and Family, pretending his Fits were
‘Trances into which he was caft at cer-
tain times by God Almighty, and in
them inftru&ed in his Will, and his true
‘Worfhip and Laws, by which he would
be ferved ; and thathe wascommanded
to publifh them to the World, toteach
themand fee them obey'd.
- About this Ageallthe Chriftian Pro-
vinces of the Eaft were over-run with
Arianifrz, which however refined or
difguifed Dby its Learned Profeflors and
Advocates, eitherdenied or undermined
the Divinity of Chris#, and allow-
ed only his Prophetical Office. The
Countries of Arabia and fHgypt, were
filled with great Numbers of the Scat-
tered Fews, whoupon the laft Deftrui-
on of their Country in Adrian’s Time,
had fled into thefe Provincesito avoid
the Ruin and even Extintion, which
was threatned their Nation by that Em-
peror, who after all the Defolations he

| made
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made - in fudea, tranfported what he
could ‘of their remaining Numbers in-
to Spain.’ The reft of Arabia and -
gypt was inhabited by Gentiles, who
had little ‘Senfe - left nf ‘their dccayed
and ‘derided Idolatry, 'and had turned
their Thoughts and Lives to. Luxury
and Pleafure, and to the Defires and
Acquifition of Riches, in order to-thofe
Ends. Mahomet, tohumour and comply
with ‘thefe three Sorts of Men, and
by the Affiftance of the Monk his only
Conﬁdent framed a ‘Scheme of Religi-
on he thonght likely to take in, orat
leaft not to thock the common Opmr-
ons and Difpofitions of them all, and
yet moft agrecable to hls own Tcmper
and Defigns. -

He profefled one God Creator of the
Wurld and who govern'd all things
in_it. ‘That God had in ancient times
fent Mofes his firlk and great Prophet,
to give his Laws to "\flankmd but that
they were neither received by the Gen-
tiles, nor. obeyed by the Jews them-
(ehr(.s to whom he was more peculiarly
fent. That thiswas the Occafion of the
‘Misfortunes and Captivities that fo often -
befel them. . That in the later Ages he

had fent Chrif, who as the fecond
Prophet
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Prophet, and greater than Mofes, to
preach his Laws and Obfervation of
them, in greater Purity, butto do it
with Gentlenefs, Patience and Humility,
which had found 'no better reception or
Succefsamong Men than Mofes had done,
That for this reafon God had now (ent
his laft and greateft Prophet 2Mabomer,
to publith his Laws and Commands with
more Power, to fubdue thofe to them
by Force and Violence, who thould not
willingly receive them, and for ‘this end
to eftablith a Kingdom upon Earth that
fhould propagate this Divine Law and
Worfhip throughout the World: That
as God had defigned utter Ruin and
Deftruttion to all that refufed them,
fo to thofe that profefled and obeyed
them, He had given theSpoilsand Pof-
feffions of His and their Enemies, as a
Reward in this Life, and had provided
'a Paradife hereafter, with all fenfual En-
joyments, efpecially of beantiful Wo-
men new crcated for that purpofe s but
with 'more tranfcendent Degrees of
Pleafure and Felicity to thofe that
fhould die in the purfuit and propagati-
on of them, through the reft of the
World, which fhould in time fubmit or
be fubdued under them. Thefe, wiﬁh

' the
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the fevere prohibition of drinking Wine,
and the Principle of Predeftination,
were the firlt and chief Do&rines and
Inftitutions of Mabomet, and which were
recicved with great Applaufe, and much
confluence of Arians, Fews and Gentiles
in thofe parts; fome contributing to the
rife of his Ringdom, by the Belief of
his Divine Mifion and Authority ; ma-
ny ‘by finding their chief Principles or
ReligiousOpinions, contained orallow-
ed in them ; but moft by their Volap-
tuoufnefs and Luxury, their Paflions
of Avarice, Ambition and Revenge, be-
ing thereby complied with. After his
Fitsor Trances, he writ the many {everal
parts or chapters ofhis Alcoran, as new-
ly infpired and ditated from Heaven,
and left in them, that which to us,
and in its Tranflations, looks like a wild
Fanatick Rhapiody of his Vifions or
Dreams, or rather of his Fantaftical
Imaginations and Inventions, but has
cver pafled among all his Follawers,
as a Book Sacred and Divine ; which
thews the {trange difference of Concep-
tions among Men. .

To be fhort, this Contagion was fo
violent, that it {pread from Arabia into
fHegypt and Syrie, and - his Power in-

| creafed
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creafed with fuch a fudden Growth as
well as his Doctrine, that he lived tofee
them over{pread both thofe Countries,
and a great part of Perfia; the Decline
of the Old RomanEmpire, makingeafy
way for the powerful Afcent of this new
Coret, that appeared with fuch Won-
der and Terror inthe World, and witha
flaming Sword made way where ever it
came, or laid all defolate that oppofed
it.

Mahbomet left two Branches of hisRace
for Succeflion, which was in both efteem-
ed divine among his Mu/filma»'s ot Fol-
lowers 3 the one was continued in the
Caliph'’s of Perfia, and the other of Aigype
and Arabia. Boththefe, under the com-
mon Apellation of Saracens, made
mighty and wondetful Progrefs, the
one to ‘the Eaft, and the other to the
Weft.

The Roman Empire, or rather the
Remaindersofit, {eated atConflantinople,
and afterwards called the Greek, was
for fome times paft moft cruelly infeft-
ed, and in many parts fhaken to pie-
ces, by the Invafions or Incurfions of
many barbarons Northern Nations, and
thereby difabled from any vigorous Op-

| pofition
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Pofition to this new and formidable
Encmy. - Befides, the divifions among
Chriftians made way for their conquefts,
and the great Increafe of Profelytes to
this new Relgion. The Arians perfe-
cuted inthe Eaftern Provinces by fome of
the Greek Emperors ( of the fame Faith
with the Weftern or Roman Church)
made ealy turns to the Mahometan Doc-
trines, that profeffed Chrift to have been
fo greatand {o divine a Prophet, which
was all in a manner that they them-
felves allowed him. 'Fhe cruel Per-
fecations of other Grecian Princes
againit thofe Chriftians, that would not
admit the ufe of Tmages, made great
Numbers  of them 'go over to the S
racerrs, who abhorred  that Worthip
as much as themfelves. The Jews were
allured by the Profeffion of Unity in
the Godhead, which they pretended
not to find in the Chriltan Faith, and
by the great Honour that was' paid by
the Saracens to Mﬂfér, as a Prophet and
a Lawgiver fent immediately from God
mto the World. = The Pagans met with
an Opinion of the old Gentilifm, in
that of Fredcftination; which was the
Swoick - Frinciple, and that whereinto
unhappy Men conmonly fell,, and fbﬂ%ﬁt
0b) - for
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for refuge in'the uncertain Conditions
or cvents of Life, under Tyrranical and
Cruel Governments. So as fome Ro-
man Authors obferve, that the Reigns
of Tiberims, Calignla and Nero, made
more Stoicks in Rome, than the Precepts
of Zeno, Chryfippws and Cleanthes.
_The great extent and power of the
Perfian Branch or Empire, continued
long among the Saracens, but was over
run at length by the Turks firlt, and then
by the Tartars under Tamerlane, whofe
Race continued there till the time of I/-
meael, from whom' the prefent Sophies
ate derived. " This Ifhmael was an En-
- thufiaft, or atleafta Pretender to new re-
velations in the Mahometan Religion.
He profefled to reform both' their Doc-
trincs and their Manners, and tanght,
That Hualy alone of Mahomet’s Follow-
ers, ought to be' owned ‘and 'believed
as ‘his true Succeflor, which mnde the
Perfrans evérfince elteem the Twrks for
Hereticks, as the Trffjp{’x do them. He
gained fo many Followers by his new
and refined Principles, or profeffions of
Devotion, ‘that he made himfelf King
of Perfa, by the fame Way 'thar ‘the
Keriffs came 'to' bé Kings of Moraceoand
Fe="about Chidrles the Fifth’s time, and
Vil Cromyell
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Cromwel to_be Prote&or of England,
and Oran Zeb to be great Mogul in our
Age, which were the four great Domi-
nionions of the Fanatick Strain.

The Arabian Branch of the Saracen
Empire, afteralongand mighty Growth
in Agypt and Arabia, feems to have
been at its Height under the great
Almangor, who was the illaftrious and
Renowed Heroe of this Race, and muft
be allowed to have as much excelled,
and as eminently, in Learning, Vlrtue,
Piety, and Native Goodnefs, asinPow=
er, in Valour. and in Empire. Yetthis
was extended from Arabia through -
gypt and all the Northern Trads of 4f-
rica, as far as the Weftern Ocean, and
and over all the confi derable Prcnrmccs
of Spain. For it was in his time, and
by his Vicorious Enfigns, that the Go-
th:ak Kingdom in bpam was conquered,
and the Race of thofe famous Princes
ended in Rodrigo. All that Country
was reduced under the Saracesz Empire,
“ except the Motntains of Leoz and Ouvi-
edo ) and were afterwads divided into
feveral Moorith Kingdoms, whereof
fome lafted to the Reign of Ferdumml |
and [fzbella. WNay, the Saracen Forces,
#ficr the Conquelt of Sparw, mvad%c;

4
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the Southern parts of France; and pio-
ceeded with the (ame. fuccefs as far a
Lours, till they. were beaten and expel-
led by Charles Martel,who by thofe Ex-
plmts raifed his Renown fo high, asto
give him the Ambition of leaving the
Kingdom of France to his own Lme n
Pepin and Charlenzain, by the depm"rmn
and extinction of the firft Race, which
~ had lafted from Pharamond. .
 Idonot remember ever to Have tead
-a greater. and a niobler Characer of any
| Prince, than of this great Almanzor, in
fome Spamfh Authors or Tranflators of
his Story out of the Arabian Tongue,
wherein the Learning then remaining in
the World flowrifh’d” moft; and that of
ancicnt Greece, as it had been tranflated
into their Lanfrmge {o it fcemsto have
been by the Accutenefs and Excellency
of thofe more Southern Wits; in fome
parts very much improved.

This Kingdom continued ﬂ*ra.at un-
der the. Cauphs of Aigypt, who. degene-
rating from the Example . and. Vertues
of Almanzor, came ta be hated of thent
Subjedts, and to fecure themfelves from
them, by.a m:ﬂ‘hry Guatd of Circa fiar

Stayes: Thefe wcg‘e brougnt young
fFom
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from the Country now called Mengrelia,
between the Euxin and Cafpian Seas,
the ancient Seat of the Amazons, and
which has, in palt and prefent times,
been obferved to produce the braveft
Bodies of Men, and molt beautiful of
Women, in all the Eaftern Regions.
Thefe Slaves were called Mamalues
when they came into Agypt, and were
brought up with care, and in all Exer-
ct{es and Difcipline, that might render
them the moft martial Troops or Bands
of Soldiers, that could any where be
compofed.and fothey proved. The Com-
mander of this mighty Band or Guard
of Mamalucs, was called their Sultan,
who was abfolute over them, as the
General of an Army is in time of War.
They ferved for fome time to {upport
the Government of the Caliphs, and
enflave the Agyptians, till one of the
Sultans finding his own Power, and the
general difefteem wherein the Caliph
was fallen,by the effeminate Softnefsor
Luxury of his Life, depofed him firft,

then f{lew him, and took upon himfelf
the Government of Agypt, under the
fame of Swltan, and reigned by the
fole Forceand Support of his Mamaluc

Troops, which were continually ilncrﬁ-ac-l
| fe
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ied by the Merchandife, and Tranfpor-
tation of Circaffiar Slaves. This Go-
vernment lafted, with great Terror in
figypt, between two. and three Hun-
dred Years, during which time the new
Sultans were eleGted, upon the Death or
Depofing of the old,, by the choice of
- the Mamalucs, and always out of their
own Bands, The Sons of the Deceafed
Sultans. enjoyed the Eftates and Riches
left by their Fathers, but by the Con-
[titutions of the Government no Son of
a Sultan was evereither to fucceed, or
even, to be elected Sultan: So.that in
this, contrary to all others ever known
in the World, to be born of a Prince,
was a certain and unalterable Exclufion
fromthe Kingdom; and none was-ever
to be chofen Sultan, that had not been
attually {old for a Slave, brought from
Cereafia and trained up. a privace Sol-
dier in, the Mamaluc Bauds. Yct of
{o bafe Metal were formed feveral Mes,
who- made mighty Figures in their Age.
and, no Natlon made {0 brave a Re-
fiftance againft the, growing Empire of
the Turks, as thefe Mamalacs did un-
der their Sultans, till they were con-
quered by Selim, < after a long: War,
which looked. i Stary: like the Combar

S 4 of
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Of fome fierce Tyger with a Savage
Boar, while the Country that is wafted
by them are Lookers on, and little con-
cerized, - under whofe Dominion and
Cruelty they fall. _

It is not well agreed among Au-
thors, whether the Turks were firlt cal-
led into Affa by the Greek or the Perfian
Emperors, but 'tis by all, that failing
down in great Numbers, they revolted
from the Affiltance of their Friends, fet
up for themfelves, embraced the Ma-
hometan Religion, and improved the
Principles of that Sect; by new Orders
andyInventions, ( calt wholly for Con-
quelt and Extent of Empire ) they fra-
med a Kingdom, which undcr the Oso-
=an Race fubdued both the Greek Em-
pire, and that of the Arabians, and root-
ed it felf in all thofe vaft Dominions
as it continues to this day, with the Ad-
dition of many other Provinces to their
Kingdom, but yet many more to the
Mahometan Belief. So this Empire of
the Turks, like a frefh Graft upon one
Branch of a vigorous Stock, covered
wholly that upon which it was grafed,
and out-grew in time the other which
was natural, as the Perfian Branch.

The chief Principles upon which this
fierce



(271 )

fierce Government was founded and
raifed to {ucha Height, where firft thofe
of Mabhomet, already deduced, which by
their fenfual Paradice and Predeftinati-
on, were great Incentives of Courage
and of Enterprize, joyned to the Spoils
of the Conquered, both in their Lands,
- their Goods and their Liberties, which
were all feized ar the pleafure of the
. Conqueror.
. A Second was, a Belief infufed of di-
. vine Defignation of the Ottoman Line
to reign among them for Extent of their
Territorics, and Fropagation of their
Faith. This made him efteemed, at
lealt by Adoption, as a Succeffor of
Maborset, and both a Sovereign Law-
giver in Civil ( and with the Affitance
of his Mufti ) a Supream Judge in all
Religious Matters. And this Principle
was {o far improved among thefe Peo-
ple, that they held Obedience to be
given in all things to the Will of their
Qttoman Prince as to the Will of God,
by whom they thought him defigned ;
and that they were bound not only to
obey his Commands with any hazard of
their Lives againft Enemies ; but even
by laying down their own, when ever
he commanded, and with the {ame refig-

53 nation
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pation that is by others thought due tg
the Decrees of Deftiny, or the Willand
Pleafure of Almighty God. This gives
fuch an abandoned fubmiffion to all the
frequent and cruel Execations among
ﬂum by the Emperor’s Command, tho'
upon the meer turns of his own Hu-
meur, the Suggeftions of the Minifkers,
ar the flatr{*rlcs and Revenges of thufe
E. omenn he moft trulteth, or loveth
yelt, :

A Third was,the Divifion of all Lands
in conquered Countries, into Timari-
ots, or Soldiers fhares, befides what
was referved and appmprlated to the
Emperors and thefe fhares being only
at pleafure or for Life, leave him the
fole Lord of all Lands in his Domini-
on, which by the common fuppofiti-
on of Power following Land, muft by
confequence leave him the moft abfolute
of any Sovereign in the World,

A Fourth, the Allowance of no Ho-
1ours nor Charges, no more than Lands
to be hereditary, butall to depend upon
the Will of the Prince. This applies
cvery Man’s Ambition and Avarice ta
court his prefent Humour, ferve his
prefent Dr—:f igns , and abey his Com-
mands, of how different Nature fﬂeﬁfﬂ'

they
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they are, and how frequently changed.

A Fifth was, the Suppreffion, and in
a mannner Extin&tion of all Learning
among the Subjelts of their whole Em-
pire, at leaft the Natural Turksand Ja-
nizaries in whom the Strength of it
~confifts, This Ignorance makes Way for
' the molt blind Obedience, which is of-
- ren fhaken by Difputes concerning Reli-
' gion and Government, Libcrtyand Do-
minion, and other Arguments of that
or fome fuch Nature.

A Sixth was the Inftitution of that
famous Order of the Jamnizarics than
which a greater {train of true and deep
Politick, will hardly be obferved in
any Conftitution, This confilted in the
arbitrary Choice of fuch Chriftian Chil-
dren, throughout their Dominions, as
were efteemed mot fit for the Emperor’s
peculiar Service ; and the Choice was
made, by the fhews or Promifes of the
greatelt growth or Strength of Body, vi-
gor of Conftitution,and boldnefs of Con-
rage. Thefe were taken into the Em-

ror’s Care, and trained up in certain
Colledges,orChambers,as they are called,
and by Officers for that purpofe, who
endeavoured to improve all they could
the Advantages of Nature, by thofe of

51 4 S 4 Education
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Education and of difcipline. They were
all diligently inftructed in the Mahome-
tan Religion, and in the Veneration of
the Ottoman Race. Such of them as
proved weak of Body, {lothful, or Pu-
(ilanimous, were turned to labour in
Gardens, Buildings, or drudgeries of
the Palace s but all that were fit
for Military Service, were at a certain
Age entred into the Body of Fanifaries,
who were the Emperor’s Guards.

By this Means the Number of Chri-
fiians was continually Ieflened through-
out the Empire, and weakned by the
Lofs of fuch, as were like to prove the
bravelt and ftrongeft of their Races.
That of Mufulmans was increafed in
the fame Proportions, and a mighty
Body of chofen Men kept up perpetu-
ally 1n difcipline and Pay, who eftem-
ed themfelves not only as Subjets or
Slaves, but even Pupils and domeftick
Servants of the Grand Seignior’s Perfons
and Fanily.

A Scventh was, the great Tempe-
rance introduced into the general Cu-
itoms of the Turks, but more particu-
jarly of the Janifaries, by the fevere
Defence and Abftinence of Wine 5 and
by the Provifion of one only fort of
M HY DT o
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Food for their Armies, which wag
Rice; of this Grain, asevery Man is
able to carry upon Occafion Enough for
feveral days, {o the quantity provided
for every Expeditionis but according tq
the number, with no diftin&ion for the
Quality of Meny fo that upon a March,
or in a Camp, a Colonel has no more
allowed him than a private Soldier,
Nor are any, but General Officers, en-
cumbered with Train or Baggage, which
gives them mighty Advantages in their
German Wars, among whom every Offi-
cer has a Family in Proportion to his
Command during the Campania, aswell
as in his Quarters jand the very Soldiers
vfed to carry their Wiveswith theminto
the Field ; whereas a Turkith Army
confifts only of fighting Men. |
The laft I {hall mention, is the Spee

dinefs as well as Severity of their Juftice
both Civil and Military, which though
often f{ubject thereby to Miftakes, and
deplored by the Complaints and Cala-
mitics of innocent Perfons, yet it is
maintained upon this Frinciple fixt a-
mong them, That “tis better two inno-
cent  Men [hould dic, than one guilty
livze. And this indeed agrees with the
whole Caft or F'rame of their Empire,
o The which
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which feems to have been in all points
the fierceft, as that of the Yuca’s was
the gentleft, that of China the wifeft,
and that of the Goshs the braveft in
the World.

The Growth and Progrefs of this
Turkith Empire, under the Ottoman
Race, was fo {udden and {o violent,
thetwo or three fir(t Centuries, that it
raifed Fear and Wonder throughout the
World, but feems at a {tand for thefe
Iaft hundred Years, having made no
Conqueft, fincethat of Humgary, except
the Remainder of Candia, after a very
long War fo bravely maintained by
the {mall Venetian State, againft fo
mighty Powers. The Reafon of this
may be drawn, not only from the Pe-
riods of Empire, that like natural Bo-
dies, grow for a certain time, and to
a certain Size, whichthey are not to ex-
ceed but from fome other Caufes, both
within and without, which feemsobvi-
ous enough.

TheFirft, a Neglet in the Obfervance
of fome of thefe Orders, which were
eflential to the Conftituticns of their
Government. For after the Conqueft
of Cyprus, and the Example of Selim’s

Intemperance,in thofe and other W"i’:;s,
' that



(2772 )

that Cultom and Humour prevailed
againft their Laws of Abftinence, in that
point fo {everely enjoyned by Mahomet,
and fo long obferved amongall his Fol-
lowers. And tho’ the Turks and Janizaries
endeavoured to avoid the Scandal and
Punifhment by drinking in private, yet
they felt the Effects in their Bodies, and
in their Humours, whereofthe laftneeds
no inflaming among {uch hot Tempers,
aad their Bodies ate weakned by this
Intemperance, joined to theirabandoned
Luxury in point of Women.

Befides, The Inftitution of Janizraies
has been much alterd, by the Corrup-
tion of Officers, who have long {uffer'd
the Chriftians to buy off that Tribute
of “their Children, and the Turks to
purchafe the preferment of theirs into
- that Order for Money; by whichmeans
the choice of this Militia is not made
- from the {trongelt and molt warlike Bo-
 dies of Men, but from the Purfes of
- the Parents or Friends.

Thefe two Diftempers have pro-
~ duced another, much greater and more
- fatal than both, which is the mutinous
Humour of this ‘Body of Janizaries,
who finding their own Strength, ‘bcgan
to make what Changes they pleale ;n
' ; the
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the State, till having been long flufh’d
with the Bleod of the Bafha’s and Vi-
fiers, they made bold at latt with that
of their Princes themfelves ; and having
depofed and frangled Jbrabin, they fet
uphis Son, the prefent Empceror, then
a Child, But the Diltemper ended not
there, they fell into new Factions,
changed and murthered feveral Vifiers,
and divided into fo powerful Parties,
and with f{o fierce Contentions, that the
Baffa of Aleppo, with an Army of an
Hundred Thoufand Men, fet up for
himfelf (tho” under Pretenceof a coun-
terfeit Son of Moras) and caufed fuch a
Convulfion of this mighty State, that the
Ottoman Race had ended, if this bold
Adventure had not upon confidence in
the Faith of a Treaty, been. furprized
and ftrangled by Order of old Cuperly,
then newly come to be Grand Vifier,
and abfolute in the Government. This
Man entering the Miniftry, at fourfcore
gears old, cruel by nature, and hardned

y Age, to allay the heat of Blood in
that gi&emper’d Body of the Janizaries,
and the other Troops, cut off near
Forty Thoufand of them in three Years
time, by private, fudden, and violent
Executions, without forg of Laws or

" ' Trials,
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Trials, or hLearing any forts of Pleas or
Defences.  His Son, {ucceeding in the
place of Grand Vific er, found the Em-
pire fo difpirited, by his Father’s Cru-
elty, and the Militia remaining fo fpited
and diltemper'd, breathing new Com-
motionsand Revenges, that he diverted
the Humour by an cafs y War npon the
Venctians, Tranfilvanians, or the remain-
ders of H:f:{qmr till b} Tewmper and
Condu® he had clofed the Wounds
which hisFather had left bleeding, and
reftored the ftrength of the Ottom n
Empire to that degree, that the fuc-
ceeding Vifier invaded Germany,thongh
againft Cthe Faith of Treatics, or of a
Truce not expired, and at laft befieged
Vienna, which is a ftory too frefh and
too known to be told here,

Another reafon has becn, the negle&
of their Marine Affairs, or of their for-
mer Greatnefs at Seas; {o as for many
years they hardly nretcnd to’any Suc-
ceffes on that Element, but commonly
{ay, That God has given the Earth to' the
Muﬂ"ulmans ami n!re Sea to the Chn-
ftians.

The laft Ifhall obferve, is the eX-
ceffive ufe of Opium, with which they

feek to repair the want of Wine, and to
divert
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divert their Mclanchoily Refleétions,up=
on the ill Condition of their Fortunes
and Lives, ever uncertain, and depend-
ing upon the Will or Caprice of the
Grand Seigniot's, or of the Grand Vi-
fier’s Himour and Commands s but the
effet of this Opium is very tranf itory 3
and tho’ it allaystor the prefent all Me-
lancholly Fumesand Thoughts, yetwhen
the Operation is paft, thuv return again,

which makes the ufz of it {o often re-
peated i and nothing more difpirits and
enervates both the Eady and the Mind
of thofe that frequently ufe it.

The external Reafon of the Stand
made this laft Century, in the growth
of the Turkifh Empire, {cems to have
been, their having before extended it,
till they came to fuch {trong Bars as
were notto be broken. For they were
grown to border upon the Perfian Em-
pire to the Ealt, upon the Tartars to the
North, upon ‘the thiopians to the
South, aud upon the German Empire
to the Weft, and turned their Profpect
this way,as the eafieft and moft plauﬁb}e
being againft a Chriftian State.

Now “this Empite  of Germaﬁj, con-
filting of fuch large Tertitories, fuch

Numbers and Bodies of Warlike Men,
when
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the worfe conftituted that can be for -
 Defence, upon any great Misfortune
to their Armies. -

(:281")
when united in any common Caufe or
Quarrel, {eems as ftrongly conftituted
for Defence, as the Turkifh is for Inva- .
fion or Conqueft. For being compofed
of many Civil and Moderate Govern-
ments, under Legal Princes, or Free
States, the Subjects are all fond of their
Liberties and Laws, and abhor the
falling under any Foreign or Arbitrary
Dominions, and in fuch a common
Caufe feem to be invincible, On the
contrary, the Turkith Territories being
all enflaved, and thereby in a Mauner
defolated, have no Force but that of
their {tanding Armies, and their People
in general care not either for the Pro:
grels of their Vittories abroad, nor
cven for the Defence of their own

- Countries, fince they are fure to lofe

nothing, but may hope reafonably to
gain by any change of Mafter, or of
Government, which makes that Empire

The Effe&t of thefe two different
Conftitutions had been] feen and fele
( in all Probability ) to the wonder
of the whole World, inthefelate Revo-
lutions, if the Divine Decrees had ?nt'

crofied
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eroffed all Human Appearances. For
the Grand Vifier might certainly have
taken Vienna, befoie the confederate
Princes could have united forits Relicf;
if the Opinion of vaft Treafures ( there
affembled for fhelter from all the adja-
cent Parts ) had not given him a paffi-
onate Defire to take theTown by Com-
pofition rather than by Storm, which
muft have left all its Wealth a Prey
to the Soldiers, and not to the Gene-
neral. _ 10
~ If the Turks had poflefled this Bul-
wark of Chriftendom, I do not con-
ceive what could have hindred them
from being Mafters immediately of Ax-
firia, and all its depending Provinces s
nor in atother Year of all [raly, or of
the Southern Provinces of Germany,
as they fhould have chofen to carry on
their Invafion, or of both, in two or
three Years time ; and how fatal this
might have been' to the reft of Chri-
{tendom, or how it might have inlarged
the Turkifh Dominions, is ealy to comn~
jeCture. _ S o B

On the other fide, after the De-
foat of the¢ Grand Vifier's Army, his
Deathi, and that of {o many brave

Batha's, and other Captans, by the
fual
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ulual Humour and Fa&ion of that
bloody Court: After fuch Slaughters of
the Janizaries, in {o many Encounters,
and fuch an Univerfal Difcouragement
of their Troops, that could no where
withftand the German Arms and Bra:
very; if upon the taking of Belgrade,
the Empcror had been at the Head
of the Forces then in his Service, united
under one great Commander, and with-
out depcndance upon the f{everal Prin-
ces by whom they were raifed, I do
not fee what could have hindted them
froin conquering all before them, in
that open Countty of Buxlgaria and Ro-
mania, nor from taking Conflantinople
it felf, upon the courfe of anealy War,
'in {uch a Decline ofthe Turkith Empire,
‘with fo weak and dilpirited Troops
| as thofe that rcmained, a Treafure {»
‘exhaufted, a Court{odivided, and fuch
'a general Confternation as appeated
‘in that great and tumnltocus City, upon
thefe Occafions. _ _
. But God Almighty had not decreed
any {o great Revolution, either for the
Ruin or Advantage of Chriftendom,
and feems to have left both Empires at
a Bay, and niot likely to make any great
Enterprifes on &irh’firqr fide, but rather

re
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to fall into the Defigns of a Peace

which may probably leave Hungary to
the Poflcflion as well as Right of the
Houfe of Auftria, and the Tarks in a
condition of giving no great Fears or
Dangers, in our Age, to the reft of
Chiriftendom.

Although the Mahometan Empires

were not raifed like others, upon the |

Foundations, or by the Force of Heroick
Virtue, but rather by the Pradtices of
a fubtile Man, upon the Simplicity of

credulous People 5 yet the Growth of

them has been influenced by feveral
Princes, in whom fome Beams at leaft
of that Sun have fhined, {uch as Al-
manzor, Saladine, Ottoman, and Soly-
inan the Great. And Dbecaufe I have
named the moft Heroick Perfons of
that Sect, it will be but Jultice to No-

bler Nations, to mention at the fame

time, thofe who appear to have fhined

the brightelt in their {everal Ages or |

Countries, and the Luftre of whofe Vir-
tues, as well as Greatnefs, has been {ul-
lied with the feweft noted Blemifhes or

-

Defaults, and who for deferving well
of their own Countries by their Actions,

and = of Mankind by their Examples,

have eternized their Memories in the

true |
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truc Records of Fame, which is ever
juft to the dead, how partial foever it
may be tothe living, from the forced Ap-
plaufes of Power, or fulfom Adulations
of fervile Men. - ;
__Such as thefe wefe among the ancient
Grecians, Epaminondas, Pericles, and
Agefilans. Of the Old Roman State,
the firlt Seipio, Marcellus, and Panlys
fEmilins. Of the Roman Emperors,
Augiftus, Trajan, and Marcus Asntoninus.
Amongthe Goths, Alaric and Theodorich:
Of the Weftern Emperors, Charlemain,
Frederick Barbaroffa, and Charles the
Fifth. Of the French Nation, Fara-
wond, Charles Martel, and Henry the
Fourth, who began three of their No-
bleft Races. Of the Swedes, Grftavus
Adolpbus, And of our own, Richard
the Firlt 5 the Black Prince, and Harry
the Fifth. To thefe I may add feven
Famous Captains, or f{maller Princes,
whofe Exploits and Virtues may juftly
allow them to be ranked with fogreat
Kings and Emperors. tins and Bel-
lifarius, the two laft great Comanders
of the Roman Armies, after the Divi-
fion and Decay of that Mighty State,
who did fet up the lalt Trophies,
and made the b‘fay;ﬂ: Defences égai%&
2 the
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the Numbers and Fury of thofe Barba-
rous Nations, that invaded, and after
their time tore in peices that whole Em-
pire. George Caftriot, commonly cali’d
Scanderbeg, Vrince of Epire, and Huni-
ades Vice-Roy of Hungaria, who were
two molt victorious Captains, and ex-
cellent Men, the true Champions of
Chriflendom, whillt they lived, and
Terror of the Turks; who with {mall
Forces held ata Bay, for fo many years,
all the Powers of the Ottoman Empire;
Ferdinand Gonzalvo, that Noble Spa-
niard, worthily Sirnamed the Great
Captain, who by his fole Prowefs and
Condu&, conquered a Crown for his
Mafter, which he might have worn for
himfelf, if his Ambition had been equal
to his Courage and Virtues. William
Prince of Orange, who reftored the
Belgick Liberties, and was the Founder
of their State, eftcemed generally the
beft and wifet Commander of his Age,
and who at the fudden Point of his
Death, as well as in the courfe of his
Life, gave fuch Teftimonies of his be-
ing a true Lover of the People and
Country he govern’d. Alexander Fer--
wefe, Prince of Parza, who by his Wif-

dom Courage and Juftice, recove{‘ed

< Zien
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Ten of the Seventeen Provinces, that
were in a manner loft to the Crown of
Spairs made two famous Expeditions
for relief of his Confederates, into the
Heart of Franmce, and {eemed to revive
the ancient Roman Virtue and Difi-
pline in the World, and to ‘bring the
' noble Gentus of Jtaly to appear cnce
morc upon the Stage.

Whoever has a mind to trace the
Paths of Heroick, Virtue, which lead
to the Temple of True Honour and
Fame, need feck them no further, than
in the Stories and Examples of thofe
IlNultrious Per(ons here aflembled.  And
fo I leave this Crown of never fading
Laurel, in full view of {uch great and
noble Spirits, as fhall deferve it, in this
or in {ucceding Ages. Let them win it
and wear if. '

T3 SECT.
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S EC T VI,

P O N the Survey of all the Great
Altions and Revolutions, occa-
fioned in the World by the Conquefts
and Progreffes of thefe four mighty Em-
pires, as well as the other four, fo
much renowned in Story : It may not
be impertinent,to refle&t upon the Cauf-
es of Conquelts as well as the Effeds,
and deduce them from their natural
Sources, as faras they can be difcovered,
tho’ like thofe of great Rivers, they are
ufually obfcure or taken little notice of;,
until their Streams increafing by the
Influence of many others, make {o migh-
ty Innundations, as to grow famous in
the Stories, as well as Maps of the
World. |
To this End I fhall obferve three
things upon the general courfe of Con-
quefts, the moft renowned and beft re-
corded, in what remains of ancient as |
well as modern Hiftories. |
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Firft, that they have generally pro-
ceeded from North to South, {o as we
find none befides thofc of the Saracens
that can be faid to have failed the con-
trary courfe, and thofe were animated
by another Spirit, which was the Mabo-
metan Per{waflion of Predeltination, that
made them carelefs of their Lives, and
thereby fearlefs of Dangers. For allthe
reft, they “have run the courfe before
mentioned, unlels we fhould admit the
Traditions, rather than Relations of the
Conquefts of Scfoftris, who 1s reported
by the Ancients to have fubdued all,
from Agypt to the River Tanais: But
this we may not allow for truth, becanfe
it muft have preceeded the Reign of Ni-
nus, and {odifagree with the Chronolo-
gy of Holy Scripture 5 and therefore it
mult be exploded for fabulous, with
other Reliques of ancient Story, as the
Seythians having {ubdued and poficficd
Afia fo many hundred years before the
Empire of Ninus, and their Wives having
given fo ancicnt a beginning to the fa-
mous Kingdom of the dwazons, where-
of fome Remnants only, are {aid tohave
remained in Adlexander’s time : Yet the
Fame was then believ’d, of their haviug
anciently extended their Dominion over

14 all
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Ui the lefler dfia, as well as Armenia,
4nd of their having founded the famous
Yemple of Diana, at Ephefus, which is
the more probable, from that Apellati-
on of Taurica that was anciently given
her. '

But the great Conquefts, recorded
and urdifputed in Story, have been of
the Affyrians Southwards, as far as Ara-
bia aad India, Of the Perfians, from
the Cafpian Sea, to the utmolt extent of
the preceeding Empire and of Agyps.
Of the Macedonians over Greece and all
the Bounds ofthe Perffan RKingdom, Of
the Rozansoverthe Greek Empire asfar
as Parthia Eaftward, and over Sicily
Spaiz and Africk to the South, before
the Progrefs of their Arms towards the
North-Welt. Of the Turtars overall Chz-
na and Indie. And of the Goths and
other Northern Nations over all the more
Southern Provinces of Europe. '

The {econd Obfervation I fhall make
upon the fubjett of Vikory and Con-
queft is, that they have generally been
made by the fmaller Numbers over the
greater, againft which I do not remem-
ber any Exceptionin all the famous Bat-
tles regifterd in Story, excepting that of’
Tamerlane and Bajazes whereof the firlt

1%
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is faid to have exceeded about a fourth
part in Number, though they were {o
vaft on both fides, that they were not
very ealy to be well accounted. For
the reft, the number ofthe Perfrans, with
Cyrus were {mall to thofe of the Affy-
rians: Thole ot the Macedonians were in
no Battle againft the Perfans, above for-
'y thoufand Men, tho’ fometimesagainft
thrce, four, cr fix hundred thoufand.
The Ailenian Army little exceeded ten
thoufand, and fighting for the Liber-
ties of their Country. beatabove fixfcore
thoufand Perfransat Marathon. The La-
eedemonians, 1nall the FamousExploits
of that State, never had above twelve
thoufand Spartans in the Feild at a
time, and feldom above
twenty thoutand Men  *Andyettheyare
with theit Allies*. The' {5 %4, rever to
Romans ever fbllghf with mezry their Ene-
fmaller againft greater mir woe, o
Numbers, unlefs in the gere.
Battles of Camne and
1 brafimene, which were the only famous
ones they lcft againft Foreign Enemies
and Cefar's Army at Pharfalia, as well
as in Ganl and Germany, wereinno pro-
ortion to thofe heconquered. That of
ﬂdﬂrfw was not above forty thoufand
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againlt three hundred thoufand Cimbers.
The tamous Victories of Atius and Bel-
{ifarins againft the barbarous Northern
Nations, were with mighty difpropor-
tion of Numbers, as likewife the firlk
Victories of the Turks upon the Perfraz
Kingdom; of the Tartars upon the Chi-
nefes : And Scanderbeg never faw toge-
ther above fixteen thoufand Men, inall
the renowned Vitories he atcheived
again{t the Twrks, though in numbers
fometimes above an hundred thoufand,

To defcend to later times,the Englifh
Vitories forenowned at Creffy, Poitiers
and Agencourt, were gained with difad-
vantages of numbers out of all propor-
tion. The greatAtchievements of Charles
the ecighth in Italy, of Henry the fourth
in France, and of Guflavus Adolphus in
Germany, were ever perform’d with (mal-
ler again(t greater numbers. In thisiAge,
and among all the Exploits that have {o
juftly raifed the Reputation and Honour
of Monfienr Turenne for the greateft Cap-
tain of his Time, I donot remember any
of them were atchieved, without difad-
vantage of Number: And the late Defeat
of the Turks at the Siege of Vienna which
faved Chriftendore, and has eternized
the Name of the Duke of Lorain, was

too
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too frefh and great an Example of this
Aflertion, to need any more, or leave
it in difpute,

From thefe two Principles of Cop-
queft having proceeded from the North
to the South, and by {fmaller over great-
er number, we may conclude, that they
may be attributed to the Conftitutions
of Mens Bodies who compofe the Armies
that atchieve them, or to the djf pofiti-
ons of their Minds. The firlt of thefe
may be either native or habituate, and
the latter may be either natural or infu-
fed. °Tis without queftion, the Nor-
thern Bodies are greater and ftronger
than the Southern, and al{s more heal-
thy and more vigorous. The reafon
whereof, is obvioustoevery man’s Cop-
je&ture, both from the common Effeqs
of Air upon Appetites and Digeftion,
and from the roughnefs of the Soil,
which forces them upon Labour and
Hardfhip. Now the true Original great-
nefs of anyKingdom orNation, may be
accounted by the number of ftrong and
able Bodies of their Native Subjeds.
This is the Natural Strength of Govern-
ments, all the reftis Art, Difcipline, or
Inftitution, = |
ki AR The
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The next Ingredient into the Compo-
fition of conquering Forces, is Fearlefs-
nefs of Mind, whether it be occafion’d

by the Temper of the Clmat, or Race,
of which Men areborn, or by Cultom,

which inures Men to be infenfible of
Danger, or by Paflions or Opinions
that are raifed in them; For they may
all have the fame Effe&. We fee the
very Beafts and Birds of fome Countries
as well as the Men, are naturally fear-
lefs.. We fee long Service in Armies, or
at Sea, makes Men infenfible of Dan-
gers. We fee the Love of Liberty, de-
fire of Revenge, and Defence of their
Country or Prince, renders them care-
lefs of Life. The very confidence of
Victory, either from former and fre-

quent Succefles, from the efteem and -

Opinion of their Commanders, or from
the Scorn of their Enemies, makes Ar-
mies vi&orious. Bat chiefly, the firm
and rooted Opinions of Reward or Pu-
nithment attending another World, and
of obtaining the one or avoiding the
other, by dying or conquering in the
Quarrel they are ingaged in. Andthefe
are the great Sources of Victory and For-
tane in Arms; for let the numbers be what

they will, That Army is ever beaten,
where

iy
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right firt enters. Few Bat-
tles f;ﬁere ‘f Ecﬁ‘éld but nomue fince the
“ufe of Gunpowucr by the Greatnefs of
. down right Slaughrer, before an Army
- runs; “and the Noife and fmoak of Guns

"-;bt;)th increafes Fear, and covers Shame,
more than the ancient ufc of Arms, o
that fince thofe of Fire camein, Battles
have been ufually fhorter and lefs blood y
than before.

If it be true (" which I think will not
be denied either by Soldiers or reafona-
ble Men ) that the Battle is loft where
the Fright firlt enters, then the reafon
will appear, why Viftcry hasgenerally
followed the fmaller numbers, becaufe in
a Body compofed of more parts, itmay
fooner enter upon one, than in that
which confifts of fewer as ’tis likelier
to find ten wife Men tagcth-&r than an
hundred, and an hundred fearlefs Men
than a thoufand; And thofe who have
the {fmaller Forccs, endeavour moft to
fupply that Defett by the choice Difci-
pline, and Bravery of their Troops:
And where the Fright once enters an
Army, the greater the number, the
greater the diforder,and thereby the lofs
of the Battle more certain and fudden.

From
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From all this 1 conclude, that the
Compofition of Vittorious Armies, and
the great true Ground of Conqueft, con-
filts firlt in the choice of the ftrongeft,
ablet, and hardicft Bodies of Men :
Next, in the exattne(s of Difcipline, by
which they are innured to Labour and
Dangers, and to fcar their Commanders
more than their Enemies: And laftly, in
the Spirit given them by Love of their
Country or their Prince, by Impreflions
of Honour or Religion, to render them
fearle(s of Death, and {o incapable, or
at leaflt very difficult, to receive any
Fright, or break thereby into Diforder 5
And I queltion not, but any brave
Prince or General at the Head of forty
thoufand Men, who would certainly
{ftand thcir Ground, and fooner dye
than leave it, might fight any Number
of Forces that can be drawn together
in any Feild : For befides that a greater
number may fall fooner into Fright and
diforder, perhaps a greater can hardly
be drawn into the Action of one Days
Battle, whereas very few in late Ages
have lalted half that time.

The laft Remark I fhall make up-
on this Subject is, that the conquering
Nations have gencrally been tholi;e;

who
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who placed the Strength of their Arms
in their Foot, and not in their Horfe,
which have never, till thefc later Years
been efteemed capable of breaking a
firm Body of Foot; nor does their Force
feem to confift in other Advantage, be-
fides that of giving Terror upon the Fu-
ry of their fir(t Charge: Nor is this Opini-
on lefs grounded upon Reafon than Ex-
perience. Forbefides, that Men are firm-
er upon their own feet than thofe of
their Horfes, and lefs in danger of fal-
lingintodiforder, which may come from
want of Difcipline or Courage in the
Horfes as well astheir Riders: Itis hard
to imagine, that Spurs in the Sides of
Horfes, thould have more Effect or Force,
to make them advance upon a Charge,
than Pikes Swords, or Javelins in their
Nofes and Breafts to make them keep
off, fall back or break their Ranks, and
run into diforder.

For the Experience, nothing hasbeen
more known in all Ages or more undif-
puted. The Battle of Marathon was
gained by ten thoufand foot, againt
mighty numbers of Perffan horfe as well

‘as foot. The famous retreat of Xenp-
phon, for fucha Length of Country and
‘of time, was made at the head of ten

thoufand
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thoufand Greeks in the Face of forty
thoufand Perfian Horfey nor had the
Greeks above a hundred or fixfcore
Horfe in their Camp, which they made
ule of only to forage or purfuethe Per-
fan Horle when they fled in diforder
from the poiats of their Pikes and Ja-
velins. The Macedonian Foot, and af-
terwards the Macedonian Phalanx, were
imipenctrable by all the Perffaz Horfe,
that ever encountred them. The Ro-
man Legions confilted each of fix thou-
fand Foot and three hundred Horfe,
wliich was all the proportion they ever
had in their vittorious Armies, that
could not be broken by the valt num-
bers of Spanifh, Numidian, or Perfran
and Armenian Horle, they were fooften
engaged with. The force of the Go-
thick Nations confifted in their Foot,
and of the Turkifh and Ottoman Empire
in their Janizaries. TheNoble Conquelts
of the Euglifh in France, were made all
by their Foots; and during that Period
of timz, when the Crown of Spaiz made
{o great aFigure in Exrope, it wasall by
the force and bravery of their Spaxifh
and ftalian Foot. ERT
There feem to be but two Exceptions

again(t this Rule, which are the ancient
Creatnels
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Greatnefs of the Perffans, and modern of
he French, whofe chiefForce havebeen
cfteemed to confift in their Horfe. But
the Perfian Empite was raifed by the
Conqueft of the Eafterin Nations, whofe
Armies confifted chiefly in Horfe, and
one againft the other, the beft carried 7t,
till they came to deal with the Greciaz
Foot, after which they were ever beaten.
For the French Armies, though the Bra-
very of their Cavilry has been great and
noble, as made up of fo numerous a
Gentry in that Kingdom, yet one chief
Strength of their Troops muft be allow-
ed for the feveral late Reigns, to have
dain in their Bands of Swerzerss and in
this prefent Reign, Marefehal Turenne
nult be acknowledged to have made
- way for his Mafter’s Greatnefs, by im-
proving the Bodics of French Foot with
Force of Choiceand Difzipline, beyond
what they had ever been thought capa-
ble of before his Time.

I thall end this Remark with an Ad-
venture I remember to have read in the
Stories ‘of the Dukes of Milan: One of
them having routed a great Army of his
Enemies, was enraged to find a Body of
Switzers make {till a firm Stand againft
all his victorious Troops 5 He endea-
BW/E L D Vit ic U voivee
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vourcd to break them by a defperate
Charge, of fome Squadrons of his Gens
d’ Arizs, who were all armed, as well
as the Heads and Breafts of their Horfes,
and fo proof, as he thought, againlt the
Switzers Pikes. But all this Effort prov-
ed in vain, till at length the Duke com-
manded three or four hundred of them
to alight from their Horfes, and armed
as they were, to fall in upon the Swit-
zers with their Swords 5 They did itf{o
defperately, fome catching hold of the
Heads of their Pikes, others cutting
them in Pieces with their broad Swords,
that they at laft made way for them-
felves and other Troops that followed
them, and broke this Body of brave
Switzers, which had been impenetrable
by any Horfe that could Cliarge them:
And this feems an evident Teftimony,
that the Imprefiions of Horfe uponFoot,
arc made by Terror rather than Force,
and where that firft enters, the Altion is
foon decided.

After all that has been faid of Con-
querors or Conquelts, this muft be con-
feffed to hold but the fecond Rank in
the Pretenfions to Heroick Virtue, and
that the firle has been allowed, to the

wile Inftitution of juft Orders and Laws,
-which
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which frame fafe and happy Govern-
ments in the World. The Defigns and
Effetts of Conquefts, are but the Slaugh-
ter and Ruin of Mankind, the ravaging
of Countries, and defacing the World,
Thofe of wife and juft Governments,
are preferving and encreafing the Lives
and Generations of Men f{ecuring their
Pofleffions, encouraging their Endea-
vours, and by Peace and Riches, im-
- proving and adorning the feveral Scenes
' of the World.
So the Inftitutionsof Mofes leavehim
a Diviner Charatter than the Vitories
of Fofhua. Thofe of Belus, Ofyris and
?am:.r, than the Prowefs of Ninus, Cy-
rus and Sefoftris. And if among the
Ancients, fome Men have been eftemed
Heroes, by the brave Atcheivements of
great Conquelts and ViGories; It has
been, by the wife Inftitution of Laws
and Governments, thatothershave been
honoured and adored as Gods.

V 2 ESSAY
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S SLA Y IV.

Of Poctry,

" § " HE Two common Shrines, to
which moft Men offer up the Ap-
plication of their Thoughts and their
Lives, are Profit and Pleafure, and by
their Devotions to either of thefe, they
are valgarly diftinguithed into Two
Sects, and called either bufy or idle Men,
| Whether thefe Terms differ in mean-
{ing, or only in found, I know very
{well may be difputed, and with ap-
{pearance enough, fince the Covetous
Man takes perhaps as much Pleafure in
his Gains as the Voluptuous does in his
Luxury, and would not purfue his Bufi-
nefs unlefs he were pleafed with i,
pon the laft Account of what he moft
EVi{hés and Defires, nor would care for
the Encreafe of his Fortunes, unlefs he
¥ig pro-
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propofed thereby, that of his Plea-
fures too, inone Kind or other, {o that
Pleafure may be faid to be his End,
whether he wil! allow to find it in his
purfuit or no. Much ado there has
been, many words f{pent, or ( to {peak
with more Refpect to theancient Philo-
{ophers ) many Difputes have been raif-
ed upon this Argument, I think to littie
purpofe, and that all has been rather
an Exercife of Wit than an Enquiry
after Truth, and all Controvesfies that
can never end, had better perhaps ne-
ver begin. The beft is to take Words
as they are moft commonly {poken |
and meant, like Coin as it moft cur- |
rantly pafles, without raifing Scruples
upon the weight of the allay, unlefs
the Cheat or the Defet, be grofs and |
evident. Few Things in the World or |
none, will bear too mnch refining, a
Thread too fine fpun will eafily break,
and the Point of a Needle too finely filed.
The ufual Acceptation takes Profit and
Uleafure, for two different Things, and |
not only calls thie Followers or Vota- |
cies  of them, by feveral Names of
Buly and of Idle Men, but diltingui-
faes the Faculties of the Mind, that =
arc
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are Converfant about them, calling the
Operations of the firlt, Wildom, and
of the other, Wit, which is a Saxor
Word, that is vfed to exprefs, what
the Spauniards and Italiqns call Ingenio,
and the French, Efprit, both from the
. Latiny but I think Wit more peculiar-
ly fignifies that of Poetry, as may oc-
cur upon Remarks of the Runick Lan-
guage. To the firlt of thefe are Attri-
buted, the Inventions or Produltions
of Things generally efteemed the moft
neceflary, ofeful, or profitable to Hu-
man Life, either in Private Pofle(lions
or publick Inftitutions: To the other,
thofe Writings or Difcourfes, which
are the moft Pleafing or Entertaining,
to all that read or hear themy Yet,
according to the Opinion of thofe
that link them together, As the In-
ventions of Sages and Law-giversthem-
felves, do pleafe as well as Profit
thofe who approve and follow them
So thofe of Poets, Inltru&t and Pro-
fit as well as Pleafe fuch as are Con-
verfant in them, and the happy Mix-
turec of both thefe, makes the Excel-
lency in both thofe Compofitions, and
has given Occafion for Efteeming, or

' V 4 at
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at leaft for calling Heroick: Vlrtue and
Poetry, Divine.

The Names given to Poets, both in
Greek and Latin, exprefs the fame O-
“pinion of them in thofe Nations 5 The
Greek fignifiying' Makers or Creators
fuch as raife admirable Frames and Fa-
bricks out of nothing, which ftrike
with wonder, and with Pleafure the
Eyes and Imaginations of thofe who
behold them the Latin» makesthe fame
Word, common to Poets and to Pro-
phets. Now as Creation is the firft

Attribute and higheft Operation of |
Divine Power, o is Prophecy the great-

eft Emanation of Divine Spirit in the |
World. As the Names in thofe Two

Learned Languages, fo the Caufes of
Poetry, are by the Writers of them,

to be Divine, and to proceed from

a Cceleltial Fire, or Divine ]nfp:ratl-
on, and by the vulgar Opinions, reci-
ted or related to in many Paflages of
thofe Authors, the Effe&ts of Poetrjr
were likewife thought Divine and Su-
pernatural, and Fower of Charms and
Enchantments were afcribed to it.

Larmina vel Celo Pﬂﬁﬂf dedncere Lunam,
Carmii-
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Carminibus Circe Socios mutavit Ulyfls,
FErigidus in pratis cant ando rumpitur An-

( guis,

But T can eafily admire Poetry, and
yet without adoring it; I can allow it
to arife from the greateft Excellency
of mnatural Temper, or the greateft
Race of Native Genius, without ex-
ceeding the Reach of what is Human,
or giving it any Approaches of Divi-
nity, which is, I doubt debafed or dif-
honoured, by afcribing to it any thing,
that is in the Compafs of our Aion,
or even Comprehenfion, unlefs it be
raifed by an immediate Influence from
it felf. I cannot allow Poetry to be
more Divine .in its Effe&ts, than in its
Caufes, nor any Operation produced by
it, to be more than purely natural
or to deferve any other Sort of Won-
der than thofe of Mufick, or of Natu-
ral Magick, however any of them have
appeared to Minds little Verfed in the
Speculations of Nature, of occult Qua-
lities, and the Force of Numbers or of
Sounds. Whoever talks of drawing
down the Moon from Heaven, by
Force of Verfes or of Charms, eith;r

| e
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belicves not himfelf, or too eafily be-
lieves what others told him, or per-
haps follows an Opinion, begun by
the Pradtice of fome Poet, upon the
Facility of fome People, who knowing
the time when an Eclipfe would hap-
pen, toldthem, he would by his Charms
call down the Moon at fuch an Hour,
and was by them thought to have per-
formed it.
- When I read that charming Defcrip-
tion in Virgil’s Eighth Ecclogue of all
Sorts of Charms and Fafcinations by Ver-
fes, by Images, by Knots, by Numbers,
by Fire, by Herbs, imployed upon Oc-
cafion of a violent Paffion, from a jea-
lous or difappointed Love; I have Re-
courfe to the ftrong Imprefiions of Fa-
bles and of Poetry, to the ealy Mil-
takes of Popular Opinions, to the
Force of Imagination, to the 8ecret
Virtues of feveral Herbs, and to the
Powers of Sounds: And I am { r-
ry the Natural Hiftory, or Account
of Fafcination, has not employed the
Pen of {ome Perfon, of fuch excellent
Wit, and deep Thought and Learning,
as Canfanbon, Who Wwrit that curious
and ufeful Treatife of Enthufia/m, aibld
y
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by it difcovered the hidden or mifta-
ken Sources of that Delufion, fo fre-
quent in all Regions and Religions of
the World, and which had fo fatally
{pread over our Country in that Age,
in which this Treatife was (o {eafonably
publifhed. *Tis much to be lamented,
That he lived pot to compleat that
Word, in the Second Part he pro-
mifed; or that his Friends negle&ed
the publithing it, if it were left in
Papers, though loofe and unfinifhed.
I think a clear Account of Enthufiafm
and Fafcination from their mnatural
Caufes, would very much deferve from
Mankind in Geperal, as well as from
the Common-Wealth of Learning ; might
perhaps prevent {o many Publick Dif-
orders, and fave the Lives of many
innocent, deluded, or deluding People,
who fulfer f{o frequently upon Account
of Witches and Wizards. I have feen
many milerable Examples of this Kind,
in my Youth at Homej And thongh
the Humour or Fathion, be a good
deal worn out of the World, within
Thirty or Forty Years paft, yet it ftill
remains in feveral remote Parts of
Germany, Sweden and fome other Count-

tries.
But
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But to return to the Charms of Po-
etry, if the forfaken Lover, in that Ec-
clogue of Firgil, had expetted only
from the Force of her Verfes, or her
Charms, what is the Burthen of the
Song, to bring Daphuis home from
the Town where he was gone and en-
gaged in a new Amour; If fhe had
pretended only to revive an old faint-
ing Flame, or to damp a new one that
was kindling in his Breaft, {he might,
for ought I know, have compafied {uch
Ends, by the Power of fuch Charms,
and without other than very natural
Enchantments. For there is no Quef-
tion, but truc Poetry may have the
Force, to raife Paffions, and to allay
them, to change and to extinguifh
them, to temper Joy and Grief, to
raife Love and Fear, nay to tarn Fear
into Boldnefs, and Love into Indiffe-
rence, and into Hatred it felf; and I
eafily believe, That the difheartened
Spartans, were new animated, ‘and
recovered ‘their loft Courage, by the
Songs of Tyrtens, that the Cruelty
and Revenge of Phaloris, were chang-
ed by the Odes of Siefichorus, into
the greatet Kindne(s and Efteem, ‘and

that miny Men were as paffionately
¢na-
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enamoured, by the Charms of Sap-
phos Wit and Poctry, as by thofe of
Beauty in Flora or Thaiss for ‘tis
not only Beauty gives Love, but Love
gives Beauty to the Obje that raifes
It5 and if the Pofleflion be ftrong

enough, let it come from wkat it will
there is always Beauty enough in the
Perfon that gives it.” Nor is it any
reat Wonder, that fuch Force fhould

¢ found in Poetry, fince in it are af
fembled all the Powers of Eloquence,
of Mufick and of FiGure, which are
all allowed to make fo ftrong TImpref-
fions upon Humane Minds. How far
Men have been affected with all, or any
of thefe, needs little Prcof or Tef-
timony. ‘The Examples have been
known enouvgh in Greece and in Traly,
where fome have fallen down-right
in Love, with the Ravifhing Beautics
of a'Lovely Objeé& drawn by the Skill
of an admirable Painter, nay, Paint-
ers themfelves, have fallen in Love
with {ome of their own Productions,
and doated on them, ason 2 Miftrefs
or a-Fond Child, which diftinguifhcs
among the ltalians, the feveral Picces
that are done by the fame Hand, in-
to feveral Degrees of thofe made, o

St s‘fﬁf f‘ﬂ:‘
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Studio, Con Diligenza, ot Con Amores
whereof the laft are ever the moft ex-
celling, But there needs no more In-
{tances of this Kind than the Storics
related, and believed by the beft Au-
thors, as known and undifputeds Of
the two young Greezans, one whereof
ventured his Life, to be lock'd up all
Night in the Temple, and fatisfie his
Paffion with the Embraces and Enjoy-
ment of a Statue of Vemus, that wag
there fet up, and defigned for amother
Sort of Adoration; the other pined
away and dyed for beiug hindred his
perpetually gazing, admiring, and em-
bracing a Statue at Athens.

The Powers of Mufick are either
felt and known by allMen, and are al-
lowed to work ftrangely upon. the
Mind and the Bodly, the Pafiions and
the Blood, to raife Joy and Grief, to
give Pleafure and Fain, to dure Difea-
fes, and the Mortal Sting of the Ta-
rantsla, to give Motions to the Feet
as well as the Heart, to Compofe
difturbed Thoughts,toaffift and heighten
Devotion it Self.  We need no Recourfe
¢o the Fables of Orphens or Amphi-
on. or the Force of their Mulick upon |

Fithes and Beaftss ’tis enough thaﬂﬁw:i‘
n
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find the Charming of Serpents, and the
Cure or Allay of an evil Spirit or
Pofleflion, attributed to it in Sacred
Writ.

For the Force of Eloquence, that {o
- often raifed and appeafed the Violence
. of Popular ‘Commotions, and caufed
fuch Convulfions in the drhenian State,
no Man need more, to make him ac-
knowledge it, than to confider Cefar,
one of the greatelt and wifeft ef mortal
Men, come upon the Tribunal, full of
Hatred and Revenge, and with a de-
termined Refolution to condemn La<
bienus, yet upon the Force of Cicero's
Eloquence, (" in an Oration for his De-
fence ) begin to change Countenance,
turn pale, fhake to that Degree, that
the Papers he held, fell out of his Hand
as if he had been frighted with Words,
that never was fo with Blows, and at
laft change all his Anger into Clemency,
and acquit the brave Criminal, inftead
of condemning him.

Now if the Strength of thefe three
mighty Powers, be united in Poctry,
we need not Wonder, that fuch Vir-
tues, and fuch Honours have been at-
tributed to it, that it has been thought
to 'be infpired, or has been called Di-
vine,
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vine, and yet I think it will not be
difputed, that the Force of Wit, and
of reafoning, the Height of Concep-
tions and Expreifions, may be found
in Poetry as well as in Cratory, the
Life and Spirit of Reprefentation or
PiGure as much as in Painting, and
the Force of Sounds as well as in Mu-
fick; and how far thefe three natu-
ral Powers together may extend, and
to what Effect, ( even fuch as may be
miftaken for fupernatural or Magical )
[ Jeave it to fuch Men to confider,
whofe Thoughts turn to fuch Specu-
lations as thefe, or who by their Na-
tive Temper and Genius, arc in f{ome
Degree difpofed, or receive the Impref-
fions of them. For my part, I donot =
wonder, that the famous Do&or Har- |
vey when he was reading Virgil, {hould
{ometimes throw him down upon the
Table. and fay he had a Devils nor
that the learned Merie Cafanborn, {hould
find fuch Charming Pleafures and Emo-
tions, as he defcribes, upon the read-
ing fome Parts of Lucretins 5 - that
o many frould cry, and with down
right Tears, at fome Trajadies of
Shake Spear, and {o many more (hould
feel fuch Turns or Curdling of their =

Blood,
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Blood; upion the reading .or hearing
fome excellent Pieces of Poetry,. nor
that Odtavia fell into a Swound, at
the Recital made by Firgil of thofe
Verfes in the Sixth of his ﬂ:’?ffﬁiﬁf.l
- This is enough to affert the Powers
of Poetry, and difcover the Ground of
thofe Opinions of old, which derived
1t from Divive Infpirations, and gdve
it fo great a Share in the {uppofed Ef:
fets of Sorcery or Magick. But ds
thc Old Romances {eem to lefien the
Honour of true .Prowefs and Valour
in their Knights, by giving fuch a patt
in all their chief Adventures to En-
chantment, fo the true Excellency and
Jult Efteem of Poetry, feems rdther
debafed than éxalted, by the Stories or
Belief of the Charms perforthed by it,
which among the Nortberz Nations,
grew fo ftrong and fo general, that
about five or fix hundred Years agg;
all the Runmick Poetry came to be ds-
cried, and thofe ancient Characters,
in which they were written, to be abo:
lithed by the Zeal of Bifhops, and even
by Orders and Decrees of State, which
has given a great Maim, or tdther
an irrecoverable Lofs to the Story of
thofe Northern Kingdoms, the Seat of
A sur
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our Anceftors in all ‘the Wxﬁem parts
of Europe ,

The more trie and natural ‘Source
of Poetry may be difcovered,by obferv-
ing to whut God this ‘Infpiration was
a['crlbf:d by the Ancients, which was
Apolloy or the Sun, eftecmed among
them the God of Learning in general,
put’ ‘more particularly of "Mufick and
of Poetry. The Myftery of this Fa-
ble, means, T fuppofe, that a certain
Noble: and Vital Heat of Temper but
efpecially . of the Brain, is the true
Spring of thefe Two parts or Scien-
ces: This was that Czleftial Fire,

which gave {uch a pleafing Motion witsl .':

Agitation to the Minds of thofe Men,
that have been fo much admited in the
World, that raifes fuch infinite Images

of Things (o' agrecable and ‘delightfal

to.'Mankind ; By the Influence of this
Sun, are produced thofe Golden and

Inexhaufted Mines of Invention, which

has furnithed ‘the” Wotld with Trea-
fures fo highly cleemed, andfo univer-

fally kmown and’ ufed; in all? the Re-

gu:ms that ‘have“¥et - "been “difcover-

"“From this" ar:ﬁ*s that Elevation -

of GemLs ‘which-¢éan never be }pm-
dHCLd by any Art Gr ‘Study, by pmns
or

i "'-.Hi;‘:_l:?_-"- g
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or by Induftry, which cannot be taught
by Precepts or Examples; and there-
fore is agreed by all, to be the pure
and free Gift of Heaven or of Nature,
and to be'a Fire kindled out of fome
hidden Spark of the very firfk Concep-
tron. ' : .

But tho’ Invention be the Mother
of Poetry, yet this Child, is like all
others born- naked, and muft be Nou-
rithed with Care, cloathed with Ex-
actnefs and Elegance, Educated with
Induftry, Inftructed’ with Art, Improv-
ed by Application, Correéted " with
Severity, and Accomplifhed with' La-
bour and with Time, before it arrives
at any great Perfedtion or Growth
"Fis certain that no Compofition re-
quires f{o many feveral Ingredients,
or of more different Sorts than this,
nor that to excel in any Qualities,
there ‘are neceflary for many Gifts of
Nature, and {fo many Improvements of
Fearning and of Art. For there muit
bean’ univerfal Gendus, of great Comi-
pafs as well as great Elevation, . There
muft be a (pritety Imagination or Faaucy,
fertile in a thoufand Produétions, rang-
ing ‘over infinite: Ground, piercing in-
to- every Corner; and by the Light of
pits s that
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that true Poeticdl Fire, difcovering a
thoufand little Bodies or Images in the
World, and Similitudes among them,
unfeen to common Eyes, and ivhich
could not be difcovered, without the
Rays of that Sun.

Befides the Heat of Invention and
Livelinefs of Wit, there muft be the
Coldne(s of good Senfe and Soundnefs
of Judgment, to diftinguilh between
Things and Conceptions, which at firft
Sight, or upon fhort Glances, {eemalike;
to chufe among Infinite Productions
of Wit and Fancy, which are worth
preferving and cultivating, and which
are better {tifled in the Birth, or thrown
away when they areborn, asnot worth
bringing up. Without the Forces of
Wit, all Poetry is flat and languifh-
ing ; without the Succours of Judg-
ment, ’tis wild and extravagant. The
true wonder of Poefy is, That fuch
Contraries muft meet to compofe it; a
Genius both Penetrating and Solid;
in Exprefiion both Delicacy and Force
and the Frame or Fabrick of a true
Poem, mult have fomething both Sub-
lime and Jult, Amazing and Agreeable.
There muft be a great Agitation of

Mind to invent, a great Calmto ]ud%e
.an
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and correéts there muft be upon ths
fame Tree, and at the fame Time,
both Flower and Fruit. To work up
this Mctal into exquifite Figure, there
muft be imploy’d the Fire, the Ham-
mer, the Chizel and the File, There
- mult be a General Knowledge both
- of Natare and of Arrs, and to go the
. loweft that can be, there are requircd
. Genins, Judgement, and Application ;
for without this laft, all the ret will
not ferve turn, and none ever was a
great Poet, that applied himfelf much to
any Thing elfe,

When I {peak of Poetry, I mean not
an Ode or an Elegy, a Song or a Sa-
tyr, nor by a Poetthe Compoler of
any of thefe, but of a Jult Foem ; And
after all I have faid, ’tis no wonder,
there (hould be fo few that appeared,
in any Parts or any Ages of the World,
or that fuch ashave, fhould be fo much
admired, and have almoft Divinity af-
{cribed to them, and to their Works,

Whatever has beenamongthofe, who
are mentioned with fo much Praife or
Admiration by the Ancients, but are
loft to us, and unknown any further
than their Names, I think no Man has
been fo bold among thofc that remain
o A3 ta
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to' queftion the Title of Homer and
Virgil, not only to the firft Rank, but
to the {upream Dominion in this State,
and from whom, as the great Liw-
givers as well as Prmccs all the Laws
and Orders of it, are, or may be deriv-
ed. Homer was without Difpute, the
moft Univerfal Genius that has been
known in the World, and Virgil the
molt accomplifh’d. To the ﬁr{t muft
be allowed, the moft fertile Invention,
the richet Vein, the moft general
Knowledge, and the moft lively Ex-
preflion: To the Jaft, The nobleft
Idea’s, the jultelt [nﬁitutron the wifeft
mandu& and the choicelt Elocution,
To, {peak in the Painter’s Terms, we

find 1in the Works of Howser, the moﬁ .

‘-q1r1t Force, and Lifes in thofe of
Virgit, the beft Defi an, the trueft Pro-
-}nrtmns, and the greate& Graces The
Colouring in both feems eqﬂal ‘and
ud'*ed is in both admirable. Hawer
had more Fire and Rapture, Firgil
more Light and Swiftne(s; or at leaft
the E:'OGIIL&E Fire. was more ra sing in
one, but clearer_in the ot’her wﬁich
makes. the firlt more amazing, and the
latter more aarceable. The ﬁfi‘e was
¢ither in one, but in. the other more re-
fined,

ey
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fined, and better allay'd to make up
excellent Work, .. Upon: the whole, |
think it muft be caufeﬁ’ed that Hmer
was of the two, and pethaps. of +all
others, the vaﬂf:ﬁ the ﬁlb]lmeft and
the moft wonderful Genins and that
- he hasbeen generally fo P&eemed ‘there
cannet be a.greater Tuﬂ'tmuny given,
than what has been by fome, obferved,
that -not only. the greatelt Malters
have found in hls Works the beft and
trueft - Principles of all their: Sciences
or Arts, but that the Noble{t Nations
have derived from them the Original,
or their feveral Races, though-it be
hardly  yet agreed, Whether 1115 Story
be true, or Fition.  Infhort, thefe two
immertal  Poets, muft  be allowed to
hawe {0 much excelled in their Kinds,
as o have -exceeded -all Comparifon,
to. have even extinguithed Emnlation,
and w14 Manner confined true Poetry,
ROF- »onl& to their two Languages, but
to-their very Perfons, And I-amapt to
believe. fo much of the true Ge:n.-::f of
Bar;,m:y{ A4n . General, -and of its Eleva-
tion, -0 thele: swo Particulars, ~thatl
know , n1ot; whether of “alt - the - Num-
bers of Mankind, that live within: the
Gampaﬁi@f a Ih@i&ﬁmdﬁ’mfﬁa fOTM |
n
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Man that is born capable of making
fuch a Poet as Homer or Pargil, there
may not be a Thoufand born capable
of making as Great Generals of Armies,
or Minifters of State, as any the moft
Renowned in Story. s O

I do not here intend to make a
further Critick upon Poetry, which
were too great a Labours nor to give
Rules for it, ‘which were as great a
Prefumption: Befides, there has been
fa much Paper blotted upon thefe Sub-
jeéts, in this Curious and Cenfuring
Age, that ‘tis all grown tedious or Re-
petition.  TheModern Frexch Wits ( or
Pretenders ) have been very fevere in
their Cenfures, and exa& in their Rules,
! think to very little putpofe; for I
know not, why they might not have
contented themfelves with thofe giv-
en by Arifforle and Horace, and have
tranflated them rather than Comment-
ed upon them, for all they have done
has been no morey fo as they feem, by
their Writings of this Kind, rather to
have valued themfelves, thanimproved
aniy Body elfe. ' The Truth is, there is
fomething in the Genius of Poetry, too
Libertine to be confined to {0 many
Rules; and whoever goes about to fulg
: : B2 S G R .13;2
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je@ it to fuch Conftraints, lofes both
its Spirit and Grace, which are ever
Native, and never learnt, even of the
beft Mafters. ‘Tis as if, to make ex.
cellent Honey, you fhould cut off the
Wings of your Bees, confine them to
their Hive or their Stands, and lay
Flowers before them, fuch as you
think the f{weetelt, and like to yeild
the fineft Extrattion ; you had as good
pull out their Stings, and make arrant
Drones of them. They muft range
throigh Feilds, as well as Gardens,
chufe “fuch Flowers as they pleafe,
and. by Proprieties and Scents they
only know aud diftingnith: They muft
work up their Cells with Admirable
Art, extra& their Honey with infinite
Labour, and fever it {rom the Wax,
with fuch DiftinGtion and Choice, as
belongs to none but themfelves to per-
form or to judge. |
It would  be too much Mortifica-
tion to thefe great Arbitrary Rulers
among the French Writers, or our own,
to obferve the worthy Produ&ions
that have been formed by their Rules,
the Honour they have received in the
World, or the Pleafure they have giv-
en Mankind, But to comfort thc:in,
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[ do not_know, there was auy- great
Poct in Greece, after the Rules of that
Art laid down by driffotle; nor -in
Rome, after thofe by Horace, which
yet none of our Moderns pretend to
have out-done. Perhaps Zheocritusand
Lucan, may be alledg’d again(k this Af-
fertion ; but the firlk offered no further,
than at Idils or Ecclogues; and. the
laft, though he muft be avowed for a
truc and happy Genius, -and to-have
made fome very high Flights, yet he
1s {o unequal to himfelf, and his Mufe
is {o young, that his Faults are too no-
ted, to allow his Pretences.: Faliciter
andet, is the true Charater of Lucan,
as of Owid, Lufit amabiliter. = After all,
the utmoft that can be atcheived, or I
think pretended, by.any Rules in-this
Art, 1s but to hinder  fome Men from
being very ill Poets, but- not to make
any Man a very good.one, To judge
who is fo,” we need go no further
for  Inftruction, than. three  Lines of
Horace. , M st sdionoms
————lllc meum qni Pelfus inaniter angit,
Irritat, mulcet, falfis  Terroribus janplet,
U Magus, & modo me Thebis, modoponis

s avad vads aniiesiq adr GABIGON

¥

i =



(325 )

He is a Poet,

- Who vainly anguifhes my Breaft,
Provokes, allays, and with falfe Terror fills,
Like a Magician, and now Jets me down
I Thebes, and now in Athens.

Whoever does not affect and move
the (ame prefent Paffions in you, that
“he reprefents in' others, and  at other
' Times, raife Images about you, as a
Conjurer is faid to do Spirits, Tran-
{port you to the Places and to the Per-
fons he defcribes, cannot be judged to be
‘a Poet, though his Meafures are never
fo juft, his Feet neverfo{mooth, or his
Sotnds never fo fweet. - '

- But inftead of Critick, or'Rules con-
cerning Poetry, T fhall rather turn my
Thoughts to the Hiftory of it, and ob-
{erve the Antiquity, the Ufes, the Chan-
ges, the Decays, that have attended
this great Empire of Wit, . -vsint’

Tt 'is T think generally agreed, to’
have *been the firlk Sort of Writing:
that has been ufed in the World 5 and-
in feveral Nations to have ‘preceeded:
thé very Invention or Ufage of Let-
ters,” This laft is certain in America,
‘where the  fitle Spamiards ' met with
| LHRICLLT many
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many Strains of Poctry, and left feve-
ral of them tranflated into their Lan-
guage, which feem to have flowed
from a true Poetick Vein, before any
Letters were known in thofle Regions.
The {ame is probable of the Seyrhi-
ans, the Grecians and the Germans. Ari-
feotle {ays, the Agathyrfi had their Laws
all ‘in Verfe; and Tacitus, that the
Germans had no Annals nor Records
but what were fo and for the Greciar
Oracles delivered in them, we have no
certain Account when they began, but
rather Reafon to believe it was before
the - Introdution of Letters from Phe-
micie among them. Pliny tells it, as
a Thing known, that Pherecides was
the firk who writ Profe in the Greek
Tongue, and that he lived about the
Time of Cyrus, whereas Homer and
Hefiod lived fome hundreds of Years
before that Ages; and Orphens, Li-
sis, Mufens, fome Hundreds before
them: And of the Sybils, feveral were
before any of thofe, and in Times
as well as Places, wherecof we have
no clear Records now remaining, What
Solon and Pythagoras Writ, 1s faid to
have been in Verfe, who were fome-

thing older than Cyruss and before
them,
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them, were Archilocus, Simonides, Tyr-
teus, Sappho, Stefichorus, and feveral
other Poets famous iu their Times.
. The fame Thing is reported of Chal-
| dea, Syria, and China 5 Among the
Ancient Weftern Geths ( our Anceft-
ors ) the Runick Poetry f{eems to
have been as old as their Letters:
and their Laws, their Precepts of Wif-
dom, as well as their Records, their
Religious Rites as well as their Charms
and Incantations, to have been all in
Verfe.

.~ Among the Hebrews, and even in
Sacred Writ, the moft aucient is by
fome learned Men efteemed to be the
Book of Fob, and that it was Writ-
ten before the Time of Mofes, and that
it was a Tranflation into Hebrew out
of the old Chaldean or Arabian Lan-
guage. It may probably be conjectur-
ed, that he was not a Few, from the
place of his Abode, which appears to
have been Seated between the Chal-
deans of one Side, and the Sabeaws
( who were of Arabia ) on the other
and by many Paffages, of that admi-
rable and truly infpired Poem, the Au-
thor feems to have lived in fome Parts

near the Mouth of Ewuphrates, or the
Perfrarn
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Perfiar Gulf, where he contemplated

the Wonders of the Deep as well as

the other Works of Nature, common

to thofe Regions. Nor is it eafy to!

find any Traces of the Mofaical Rites
or Inftitutions, either in the Divine
Worfhip, or the Morals related to, in
thofe Writings: For not only Sacri-
fices and Praifes, were much more
ancient in Religious Service, than the
Age of Mofes; But the Opinion of
one Deity, and Adored without any
Idol or Reprefentation. was profcfled
and reccived among the ancient Per-
fians and Hetrufeans and Chaldeans,
So that if Fob was an Hebrew, ’tis pro-
bable he may have been of the Race

of Heber who lived in Chaldea, or of

Abrabam, who is fuppofed to have left
that Country for the Profeflionor Wor-

hip of onc_God, rather than from the -
Branch of Ifaac and Ifracl, who lived =
in the Land of Canaan. Now I think =
it is out of Controverfy, that the Book *
of Job was Written Originally in Verfe, &

and was a Poem upon the Subje& of
the Juftice and Power of God, and in
Vindication of his Providence, againft
the common: Arguments of At’he:i:f’fﬁ:a‘[

el i

5 i,

Men, who took Occafion to difpute it,
from
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from the u['ual'Eﬁénts'ofﬂﬂmanthihgs,
- by which o many il and impious Men

feem” Happy and profperous in the
Courfeof their Lives, and fo many Pious
and Juft Men, feem Miferable or AL
flited. The Spanifh Tranflation of the
_?emr in Ferrara, which pretends to ren-
der the Hebrew ( as near as could be )
Word for Word: and for which, all
Tranflators of the Bible fince, have had
great Regard, gives us the two firft
Chapters, and the laft from the {eventh
Verfe in Profe, as an. Hiftorical Intro-
duction and Conclufion of the Work,
and all the reft in Verfe, except theTran.
fitions from one part or Perfon of this
| Sacred Dialogue to another,

But 1if we take the Book of Mofes to
be the moflt ancient in the Hebrew
Tongue, yet the Song of Mofes may pro-
bably have been Written before the
reft; asthat of Deborab, before the Book
of fudges, being Praifes fung to God.
upon - the Viorics or Succeffes of the
Ifractites, related in both. And 1 pe-
ver read the laft, without obferving in
it, as truc and noble Strains of Poctry
and Picture, as’in any othcr Eangunge
whatfoever, in Spight of all Difadvan-
tages from Tranflations into (o different
ik Tongues
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Tongues and common Profe. If an
Opinion of fome Learned Men  both
Modern and Ancient could be allows
ed, that Efdras was the Writer or Com-
piler of the firlt Hiltorical part of the
Old Teftament, though from the {ame
Divine Infpiration, as that of Mnfes and
the other Prophets, then the Plalms of
David would be the firt Writings we
find in Hebrew 5 and next to them, the
Song of Solomon, which was written
when he was young, and Eeclefraftes
when he wasold : Sothat from all Sides,
both facred and prophane, It appears
that Poetry was the firlt Sort of Wri-
ting known and ufed in the feveral Na-
tions of the World. . I
It may feem f{trange, I confefs, up-
on the firt Thought, thataSortof Stile
fo regnlar and fo difficult, fhould have
grown in Ufe, before the other fo eafy
and fo loofe: But if we confider, what
the firlt End of Writing was, it will ap-
pear probable from Reafon as well as
Experience; For the true and general
Eud was but the Help of Memory, in
preferving that of Words and of Adi-
ons, which would otherwife have been
loft, and foon vanith away, with the

Tranfitory Paffage of Humane Brﬁgfg
Aan



L G
aid Life. Before the Difcourfes and
Difputes of Philofophers begati to bufy,
or amufe the Grecian Wits, theie was no-
thing written in Profe, but either Laws,
fome fhort Sayings of Wife Men, ot
{ome Riddles, Parabiesof Fa bles, where:
inwere couched by the Ancients, many
Strains of Natural and Mofal Wiidon
and Knowlchge ; and befides thefe, ome
Thort Memorials of Petfons, A&ions.
and of Times. Now ‘tis obviots _‘en{iugﬁ
to conceive, how much éafier, all fich
Writings fhould be learnt and remei-
bred, in Verfe than in Profe, fiot only
Dy the Pleafure of Meafures and of
Sounds, which gives a great Iipreffion
to Memotry, but by the Order of Feck
which makes a great Facility of traciiig
one Word after dnother; by knowing
what Sort of Foot or Quantity, it
neceflarily have preceeded of followed
the Words we retain and defire to miaks
up. . .
pThis rhade Poetry {0 hecellary, be:
fore Letters were invetited, anid fo
convenient afterwards 5 and fhews, thet
the great Honout and general Requeft; |
wherein it has always been, Has tior
proceeded only froin the ?lgéﬁﬁ*é, and
Delight, but likewife from the Ufefiil-

piiL] ¥ hef®
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nefs and Profit of Poctical Writings,
~ This leads me naturally to the Sub-
je&s of Poetry, which have been ge-
nerally, Praife, Inftruction, Story, Love,
Grief, and Reproach. Praife was the
Subject of all the Songs and Pfalms
mentioned in Holy Writ, of the Hymus
of Orpbe:rr, of Hower and many others 3
Of the Carmina Secnlariain Rome, Com-
pofed all and Deligned for the Honour
of their Gods; Of Pindar, Stefichorus,
and Tyrtens, in the Praifes of Virtue or
Virtuous Men. The Subjet of Fob,
is Inftrudtion concerning the Attributes
of God,and the Works of Nature. Thofe
of Simonides, Ptlocillides, Theognis, and
feveral other of the {maller Greek Poets,
with what pafles for Pythagoras, are In-
{tructions in Morality 5 The firft Book
of Hefiod and Virgil's Georgicks, in Agri-
culture, and Lucretius in the deepeft
natural Philofophy. Story is the pro-
per Subjet of Heroick Poems, as Hp-
mer and Virgil in their inimitable Ihads
and Mineids; And Fable, which isaSort
of Story, in the Metamorphofis of Ouvid.
The. Lyrick Poetry has been chiefly
Converfant about Love, tho’ turned
often upon Praife too s and the Vein of
Paftorals and Ecclogues has run the

. fame
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{ame Courfe, as thay be obferved i
Theocritus, Vitgil and Horace, who was,
I think, the firlt 4nd laft of true Lyrich
 Poets among the Latins: Griet has
been always the Subjett of Llegy, and
Beproach that of Satyr. The Diaman
#ick Pocfy has been compofed of all
thefe, but the chief End fecnis {0 have
been Inftruttion, and under thé Dif:
guifeof Fables, or the Pleafureof Story
to fhew the Beauties and the Rewards
of Virtite, the Deformities and Mifz
fortunes, or Punithment of Vice: By
Examples of both, to Encotirage one,
and Deter Men from the otheri ToRe-
form ill Cuftom, Corred ill Manhers,
and Moderate all violent Paflions. Thefs
are the general Subjets of both pattsi
tho’ Comedy give us but the Images
of common Lite, and Tragedy thofe of
the greater and more extraordinary
Paffions and Actions amofig Men:  To
go further upon this Subject, would
be to tread {o beaten Paths, that to
Travel in them, only taifes Dult, and
15 neither of Pleafure nor of Ufe.

Fot the Changes that have happen-
ed in Poctry, I fhall obferve one An-
cient, and the othets that are Mo-
dern will be too Re¢markable, in the

Y2 De-
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Declines or Decays of this great Em-
pire of Wit. The fir(t Change of Poe-
try was made, by Tranflating it into
Profe, or Cloathing it in thofe loofe
Robes, or common Veils that difgui-
fed or covered the true Beauty of its
Features, and Exactnefs of its Shape,
This was done firlt by Afop in Greel,
but the Vein was much more ancient
in the Eaffern Regions, and much in
Vogue, as we may obferve, in the ma-
ny Parables ufed .in the Old Teltament,
as well as i the new. And there is
a Book of Fables, of the Sort of -
fop’s, Tranflated out of Perfrar, and
pretended to have been fo, into that
Language out of the ancient Indian
But though it {eems Genuine of the
Eaftern Countries, yet I do not take
it to be fo old, nor to have fo much
Spirit as the Greek. The next Succef-
fion of Poetry in Profe, {feems to have
been in the Miletian Tales, which were
a Sort of little Paftoral Romances; and
though much in requeft in old Greece
and Rowe, yet we have no Examples
that T know of them, unlefs it be the
{ong:t Paftoralia, which gives a Talt
of the great Delicacy and Pleafure,
that was found fo generally in tl}ofe

ort
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fort of Tales. The lafk Kind of Poetry
- in Frofe, is that which in latter Ages
 has over run the World, under the
- Name of Romances, whichtho’it feems
Modern, and a Produion of the Gorhich
Gemus, yet the Writing 15 ancient,
The Remainders of Petronius Arkiter,
feem to beof this Kind, and that which
dLucian alls his True Hiltory: Bat the
moft ancient that pafles by the WName,
18 Heliodorys, Famous for the Author’s
<hufing to lofe his Bithoprick, rather
than difewn that Child of his Wit,
The true Spirit or Vein of ancient Poe.
try in this Kind, feems to {hine moft
in Sir Philip Sidney, whom 1 eflteem
both the greatelt Poet and the nobleft
Genius of any that have left Writings
behind them, and publithed in ovrs or
any other modern Language; a Per-
fon born capabie not only of forming
the greate(t Jd-as, but of leaving the
Noblelt Examples, it the Length of his
Life had beenequal to the Excellence of
his Wit and Virtues.
. With him I leave the Difcourfec of
ancient Poetry, and todifcover the De-
cays of this Empire, muft turn to that
of the Modern, which was intraduced
laFter- the Decays, or rather Extin&ion
‘- Y3 of
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of the old, as iftrue Poetry being dead,
an Apparition of it walked about.  This
mighty Change, arrived by no fmaller
Occafiong, nor more ignob'e Revolu-
tions, than thofe which deftroyed the
ancient Empire and Government of
Kowme. and Ere&ed {o many new ones
vpon their Ruines, by the Invafions and
Conquefts, or the General Inundations
of the Geths or Vandals, and other Bar-
barous or Northern Nations, upon thofe
Parts of Baurope that had been fubjed
to the Romans. After the Conquefts
mpade by C#far upon Gaul,and the near-
er parts of ‘Germany, which were con-
tinued and enlarged in the Times of Au-
guftus and Tiberins,by their Lieutenants
or Generalsy great Numbers of Germans
and Gauls reforted to the Roman Arinies,
and to the City it felf, and habituated
themfelves there, as many Spaniards,
Syrians, Grecianshad done before,upon
the Conqueft of thofe Countries. This
Mixture, foon Corrupted the Purity of
the Faiin Tongue, fothatin Lucan but
more in Sewcca, we find a great and
harfa Allay entered into -the Stile of
the Auguftan Age. After Trajan and
Adrian had fubdued many German and
S¢ithisr Nations, on both fides of the

' | Danube,
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Danube, the Commerce of thofe barba-
rous pcople grew very frequent with
the Rozzans; and T amaptto think, that
the little Verfes aferibed to Adrian.
were in Imitation of the Runick roctry.
The Scytbhicas Pati Pruinas of Florus,
fhews their Race or Climate, and the
firt Rhyme that ever T read in Latin,
with little Allufions of Letters or SyHa-
bles, is in that of Adrian, at his Death.

O Anivila: vagula, Mﬂm:ff!fd,
Que nunc abibis in loca. '
Falidula, lurida. timidula,

Nee ut foles dabis Foca.

‘Tis prebable, the old Spirit of Poe-
try, being loft or frighted away by thofe
dong and bloody Wars, with fuch bar-
- barous Enemies, this new Ghott began
to appear in its Room, even about that
(Age, orclfe that Adrian, who affeGe
that piece of Learning as well as orhers,
and was not able toreach theold Vein,
(turned to a new oné, which his Expe-
ditions into thofe Countries made more
allowable in an Emperor, anl his Ex-
ample recommended to others. [g the
time of Boetins, who lived under 7/eo-
\dorick in Rome, wefind the Latin Poctry
| FhwR) Y 4 fmel!
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fmell rank of this Gothick Imitatian, and
the old Vein quite feared up.

After that Age Learning grew every
Day more and more obfcured by that
Cloud of Ignorance, which coming from
the Nerth and increafing withthe Num-
bers and Succefles of thofe Barbarous
Pcopl:. at length over-fhadowed all
Eurape, for fo Ion*tf together. The Ro-

war Tongue bcﬂan it {elf to fail or be
difuf fed, and by its Corruption made
Way for the Generaticu of three New
Languages, in Spain, Italy and France,
Tht Courts of the Princes and Nables
who were of the conquering Nations,
?r feveral Ages ufed their Gothick, or

rane, or Saxox Tongues, which were
nmﬂlcd with thofe of Gs:rmmy where,
fome of the Gozhs had fojourned Iong,
before they proceeded to their Con-
quelt of the more Sontbern or Wefters
Parts, Where-ever the Roman Colonies
had long remained, and their Language,
had been generally fpoken thecommon
p::u%lﬂ afed that (till, but vitiated with
she bafe Aliay of their ProvincialSpeech.
This in Charlemain's Time wascalled in
France, Ruflica Romana 5 and in Spain du-
Ping the Gothick Reignsthere, Romances

f‘*Li‘ in E xgimd from Whencq all: the
Rﬁmw
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Rozran Soldiers, and great Numtbers of
the Brittains moft accultomed to their
Commerce and Language, had been
drained for the Defence of Gaut againft
the barbarous Nations that nwaclf:f.l it
about the Time of Valentinian, that
Tongue being wholly extnra.nfh d
well as their own ) made Way for the
intire Ufeof the Saxor Language. With
thefe Changes, the ancient Poetry was
wholly loft in "all thefe Countries, and
a new Sort grew up by Degrees, whicl
was called bv a new Name of Rhimes.
with an eafy Change of the Gothick
Word Ruwes and not from the G;ff}l
Rythmes, as is vulgarly fuppofed.
Runes, was properly the Name of the
Ancient Gothick Letters cr Charaders,
. which were invented firft or introduced
- by Odin, in the Colony or Ringdom of
| the Getes or Goths which he p!anted
- in the North-1Weft Parts, and round the
\ Baltick Sea, as has becn before related.
But becaufe all the Writings, they had
among them for many Ages, were in
Verfe, it came to be the cntrmon Name
| of al.l Sorts of Poctry among the Gothy,
and the Writers or Compofers of them
 were called Rwwers or Rymers. They
hac} likewile ar'othcr Nzme for them,
| or
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or for fome Sorts of them, which was
Vifes ot Wifes, and becaufe the Sages
of that Nation, exprefled the beft of
their Thoughts, and what Learning and
Prudence they had, in thefe Kind of
Writings, they that {ucceeded beft and
with molt Applaufe were termed wife
Men, the good Senfe or Learning, or
ufeful ‘Knowledge contained in them,
was called Wifdom, and the pleafant
or facetious Vein among them, was
called Wit, which was applied to all
Spirit or Race of Poctry, where it was
found in any Men, and was generally
pleafing to thofe that heard, or read
them.

Of thefe Ruwnes, there was in Ufe
among theGoths above a hundred feveral
Sorts, fome compofed inlonger, fomein
fhorter Lines, fome equal, and others un-
equal, with many different Cadencies,
Quantities, or Feet, which in the pro.
nouncing, make many different forts of
original or natural tunes. Some were fra-
med with Allufions of words or confo-
nance of Syllables, orof Letters, either
in the {ame Line, orin the Dyftick, orby
alternate Suceffion and Refemblance,
which made a fort of Gingle, that plea-

fed the ruder Ears ofthat people. And
: becaufe
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becaufle their Langnage was compofed
moft of Monofyllables and of fo great
Numbers, many muft end in the fame
found ; another Sort of Ruwes were made,
with the Care and Study of ending two
Lines, or each other of four Lines, with
Words of the fame’ Sound, ' which being
1_:_he ealelt, requiring lefs Art, andneed-
1ag lefs Spirit( becanfe a certain Chime
m the Sounds fupplied that Want, and
pleafed cammon Ears ; thisio time grew
the moft general among all the Gorbick
Colonies in Fyrope, and made Rhymes
or Runes, pa{s for the modern Poetry,
i thefe parts of the World.

This was not ufed ounly in their mo-
dern Languages, but duringthofe igno-
rant Ages, even in that barbarous Latiz
'which remained, and was preferved
‘among the Monks and Priefts, to diltin-
' guifh them, by fome Shew of L.earning,
from the Laity, who might well ad-
mire it, in what Degreedoever, and Re-
verence the Profeflors, whenthey them-
felves could meither write nor read,
even in their-own Language; I mean -
not only the vulgar Lay-men, but even
the generality of Nables,’ Barons, and
Princeg among them; and this lafted,
till the ancient Learning and Languages
I T S £ B v bﬂgan
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began to be reftored in Europe, aboug
Two Hundred Years ago. |

The common Vein of the Gothick
Runes was what is termed Dithiran-
bick, and was of a raving or rambling
Sortof Wit or [nvention, loofe and How-
ing, with little Art or Confinement to
any certain Meafures or Rules; yet
fome of it wanted not the crue Spirit
of Poetry in fome Degree, or that natu-
ral Infpiration which has been faid to
arife from fome Spark of Poetical Fire,
wherewith  particalar Men: are born,
And fuch as it wasit ferved the Turq,
not only to pleéafe, but even to charm
the Ignorant and Barbarous Vulgar,
where it was in Ufe. This made the
Runers among the Goths, as much in
Bequeft and admired, as any ofthe an-
cient and moft celebrated Poets were
among the Learned Nations; foramong
the blind, he that has one Eye isa
Prince. They were as well as the o-
thers thought infpired, and the Charms
of their Runick Conceptions, were gene-
rally clteemed Divine or Magical at
Ieaft. - ~ |

The Subjets of them were various,
but commonly the .fame with thofe al-

ready obferved in the true ancient Poe-
- ry.
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try. Yet this Vein was chicfly imploy-
ed, upon the Records of Bold and Mar.
tial Actions, and the Praifes of Valiant
Men that had Fought fuccesfully or
Dyed bravely, and thefe Songs or Bal-
lads were ufually fung at Feafts, or in
 Circles  of Young or idle Perfons, and
ferved to inflame the Humour of War,
of Slaughter, and of Spoils among them.
More refined Honour or Love, had little
part in the Writings, becaufe it had ljs-
tle in the Lives or A&ions ofthofe fierce
People and bloody Times. Honour
among them confifted in Victory, and
Love in Rapes and in Luft.

But as the true Flame of Poetry was
rare among them, and the reft was but
Wild-fire that {parkledor rather crackled
a while, and foon went out with Jittle
Pleafure or Gazing of the Beholders 5
Thofe Runers who could not raife Ad-
miration by the Spirit of their Poctry,
endeavoured to do it by another, which
was that of Enchantments; This came
in to fupply the Defedt of that fublime
and marvellous, which has been found
both in Poetry and Profe among the
Learned Ancients. The Gothick Runers,
to Gain and Eftablifh the Credit and Ad-
imiration of their Rhymes, turned the uf: ?
O
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of them very much to Incantations and
Charms, pretending by them to raife
Storms, to Calm the Seas, tocaufe Ter-
ror in their Enemies, to tran{port them-
felves in the Aif, to conjute Spirits, to
Cure Difeafes, and Stanch Bleeding
Wounds, to make Women kind or eu[‘y,
and Men hard or invilnerables as oné
of their moft ancient Ruwners, afﬁrms of
himfelf and his own Atchxevemunts by
Force of thefe Magical Arms, The Men
or Women, who were thought to per-
form fuch Wonders or Enchantments,
were from Viifes or Wifes, the name of
thofe Verfes wherein their Charms were
conceived, called Wizards, ot Witches.
Out of this Quarry, {eem to have
been raifed, all thofe Tmphms of En+
chantment, 'that appear inthe whole Fa-
brick ofthe old Spanifb Romances which
were the Produttions of the Gothick Wit
among them, during their Reign 5 and
after the Conque[’fs Cof Spaisi by the Si-
#acens, they were applied to the long
Wars between them and the Chriftians,
From the fame perhaps may be derived,
all the vifionary Tribe of Faries, Elve.r
and Goblines of Sprites and of Bul-beggars,
that ferve not only to fright Chlldrenm—

to whatever their Nurfes pleafe, but
{ome-
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 fometimes, by lafting Impreflions, to dif-
- Quict the Sleeps, and the very Lives of
Men and Women, till they grow to
Yearsof Difcretion, and that God knows
is a ieriod of Time, -which fome people
arrive to but very late, and perhaps
othersnever. At leaft,this Belief prevail-
cd {o far among the Goths and their Ra-
ces, that all Sorts of Charms were not
only attributed to their Ruwes or Fer-
Jes, but to their very Characers 5 fo
that about the Eleventh Century. they
were forbidden and abolifhed in Swedcr,
as they had been before in Spain, by
Civil and Ecclefiaftical Commands or
Conftitutions, and what has been fince
ccovered of that Learningor Language,
as been fetcht as faras 2and it {elf, _
~How much of this Kind, and of this
redulity remained, even to our own
ge, may be obferved by any Man that
flects {o far as thirty or forty Years s
ow often avouched, and how gene-
rally credited were the Storics of Fa-
'ie;,. Sp?‘ftcf, I'Ifri!fflrf#ﬁf, and Enchants

#nts 5 In {fome Parts of France, and not
E;ger ago, the common people beliewed
ertainly there were Lougaroos, or Men
rned into Wolvesy and 1 remember
everal Irifh of the fame Mind. The

: Remain-
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Remainders are woven into our very
Language; Mara in old Runick was a
Goblin that feized upon Men afleep in
their Beds, and took from them all
Speech and Motion. Old Nicka was a
Sprite that came to ftrangle People who
fell into the Water: Bo was a fietce Go-
thick Captain, SonofOdix, whofe Name
‘was ufed by his Soldiers when they
would fright or {urprife their Enemies}
and the Proverb of Rhiming Rats o
Death, came 1 {uppofle from the fame
Root.

There were not longer fince than the
tihe I have mengioned, fomeremainders
of the Rumick Poctry among the Irifp,
The Great Men of their Scepts, among
the many Offices of their Family, which
continued always in the fame Races,
had not only a Phyfitian, a Hunts-Man,
a Smith and fuch like, but a Poe# and a
Tuale teller :  The firft Recorded and
Sung the A&tionsof their Arceftors, and
Entertained the Comipany at Fealts;
The latter amufed them with Tales
when they were melancholy and could
notfleep: Andavery Gallant Gentleman
of the North of Irelind hastold meof
his own Experience. That in his Wolf+

Huntings there, when he ufed to be a-
broad
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broad in the Mountains three or four
Days together, and lay very ill a Nights,
{0 as he could not well tleep; they wou'd
bring him one of thefe Lale-tellers, that
when he lay down, would begin a Story
of a King, ora Gyant, a Dwarf and »
Damfel, and fuch rambling Stuff, and
continue it all Night long in fuch an
even Tone that yon heard it going on,
whenever you awaked ; and he belicved
nothing any Phyfitians give could have
fo good and fcinnocent Effe&. to make
Men fleep, in any Pains or Diftempers
of Body or Mind. Iremember in my
Youth, fome Perfons of our Country to
have faid Grace in Rhimes, and others
their conftant Prayers ; and ‘tis vulgar
enough, that fome Deeds or Conveyances
of Land have been (o, fince the Conquef.

In fuch poor wretched weeds as thef; e,
was Poctry cloathed during thofe thades
of Ignorance that overfpread all Eunrope,
for fo many Ages after the Sun-feot of
the Roman Learning and Empire toge-
ther, which were fucceeded by fo many
new Dominions, or Plantations of the
Gothick Swarms, and by a new Face of
Cuftoms, Habit, Langnage,and almoft of
gature: But upon the Dawn of a new
Day, andthe Refurrection of other Sci-
| 7 ences,
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ences, with the Two Learned Langua-
ges among us, This of Poetry began to
appear very carly,tho’ very unlike it {elf
and in Shapes as well as Cloaths, in Hu-
mor and in Spirit very differcnt fromthe
Ancient. 1t wasnow all in Rhime, after
the Gosbick Fafhion, for indeed none
of the {everal Dialets of that Language -
or Allay, would bear the Compofure of
fuch Feet and Meafures, as were in ufe
among the Greeks and Latins, and fome
that attempted it, foon left it off, def-
pairing of Succefs. Yetinthisnew Drefs,
Poctry was not without fome Charms,
efpecially thofc of Graceand Sweetnefs,
and the Ore begun to fhine inthe Hands
and Works of the firt Refiners. Petrach,
Ronfard, Spencer, met with much Ap-
plaufe upon the Subjets of [ove,Praife,
Grief, Reproach. Ariofte and Taffo, en-
tred boldly upon the Scene of Heroick
Poems, but having not Wings for {ohigh
Flights began to learn of the old Oncs,
fell upon their Imitations, and chiefly
of Virgil, as far asthe Force of their Ge-
nins, or difadantages of new Languages
and Cuftoms would allow. The Reli-
gion of the Gentiles, had been wovenin-
to the Contexture of all the ancient Poe-
try with a very agreable Mixture, “{hifih

madc
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made the Moderns affe& togive thatof
Chriftianity, a Place al{o intheir Poems.
But the true Religion was not foundto
become Fiftion f{o well, as a falfe had
done, and alltheir attempts of thiskind,
feemed rather to debafe Religion, than
to heighten Poctry, Spencer endeavoured
to fupply this with Morality and tomake
In{truction, inftead of Story, the Subject
of an Epick Poem. HisExecution was
excellent, and his Flightsof Fancy very
Noble and High, but his Defign was
Poor, and his Morallay fo bare, that it
loft the Effect : ‘tis truc the Fill was
Gilded, but fo thin, that the Colour and
the Taltec were too cafily difcovered.
After thefe three, I know none ofthe
Moderns that have madc any Atchieve-
ments in Heroick VPoetry worth record-
ing. The Wits ofthe Age, foon left off
fuch bold adventutes, and turned to
other Veinsas if not worthy tofit dow.
at the Feaft, they contented themfclves
with the Scraps, with Songs and Sounects,
with Odesand Elegies, with Satyrsand
Panegyricks, and what we call Copies

of Verfes upon any Subjetts or Occeali-
~ons wanting cither Genius or Applicati-

tion for Nobler or more Laborious pro-
ductions, as Painters that cannot fuc-
' 7 2 ceed
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ceed in great Picces, turn to Miniature
But the Modern Poets, to value this
fmall Coin, and make it pafs, tho’of fo
much a bafer Metal thanthe old, gave it
a new Mixture from Two Veins which
were little known or little efteemed
among the Ancients. There were indeed
certain Fairyesin the old Regionsof Poe-
try called Epigrams, which feldom reach-
ed above the Stature of two or four, or
fix Lines, and which being fo thort, were
all turned upon Conceit, or fome fharp
Hits of Fancy or Wit. Theonly ancient
of this Kind among the Latins, were the
Priapeia, which were little Voluntaries
or Extemporaries, written upon the ri-
diculous Wooden Statues of Priapus,
among the Gardens of Romze. Inthe De-
cays of the Rosman Learning and Wit,2s
well as Language, Martial, Aufonius,
and othets, fell into this Vein, and appli-
ed it indifferently toall Subjedts, which
was before reftrained to one, and dreft
it fomething more cleanly than it was
Born. This Vein of Conceit, feemed
proper for fuch fcraps or Splinters, into
which Poetry was broken, and was fo
eagerly followed, as almoft to over run
all that was compofed in our feveral mo-
dern Languages . the Itelian, the Freml-f,
tne
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the Spanifh as well as Englifh,were for a
great while full of nothing élfe but Con-
ceit: It was an Ingredient, that gave
Taft to Compolitions which had little
of themfelves ; ’twas a Sauce that gave
Point to meat that was flat, and fome
Life to Colours that were fading s and in
fhort, thofe who could not furnith Spi-
rit, fupplied it with this Salt which ma y
preferve Things or Bodies that aredead s
but is, for ought I know, of little ufe to
the Living, or neceffary to Meats that
have much or pleafing Tafts of their
own. However it were, this Vein firft
overflowed our modern Poetry, and with
fo little Diftinttion or Judgment that we
would have Conceitas wellas Rhyme in
cvery Two Lines, and run through all
our long Scribles as well as the fhort,
~and the whole Body ofthe Poem, what-
. ever itis : This was juft as ifa Buliding
 thould be nothing but Ornament, or
Cloaths, nothing but Trimming 5 as if
a Face fhould be covered over with black
Patches, ora Gown with Spangles, which
is all I fhall fay of it.

Another Vein which has entred and
helpt to corrapt our Modern Poefy, is
that of Ridicule, asif nothing pleas’d but
what made one laugk, which yet come

£ from
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from two very different AffeGions of
the Mind ; forasMen have no Difpofiti-

on tolaughat Things they are moft plea.-

-fed wich, fo they are verylittle pleafed
with many Things they laugh at.

Rut this Miftake is very general, and
{uch modern Poets, as found no better
Way of pleafing, thought they could
not fail of itby ridiculing.  Thiswasen-
couraged by finding converfation run fo
much into the {ame Vein,and the Wits
in Vogue totake up with that partofi,
which was formerly left to thofe that
were called Fools, and were ufed in great
Families, only to make the Company
faugh. What Opinionthe Romzans had
of this Charater appears in thofe Lines
" of Horace,

g ,,__..,ffgyr{ﬁf;.'}f @l.';f rodit amicii,

Qui non defendst alio culpante folutos

Qui captat vifus bominnm famamgqs dicacis
Fingere qui non Vifa poteff, Commifla tacere
]'gfl.‘: veauit, Hic Niger eft, Hunc i Romane
¥ ; L caveto:

And ‘tis pity the Character of a Wit,
in one Age, fhould be fo like that of a
Black in another,

" Rublais {eems tohave been Father of
the Ridicule aMan of excellent and uni-
S8, lic a iV _ il

i
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verfal Learning as well as Wit, and cho’
he had too much Game given hin for
Satyr in that Age, by the Cuftoms of
Courts and of Convents, of Procelles
and of Wars, of Schools and of Camip,
of Romances and Legendss yethe maft
be confelt to have kept up his Vein of
Ridicule by (aying many Things fomali-
cious, fo{mutty, and {o prophane. that
either 2 prudent, a modelt, or a pious
Man, could not have afforded, tho” he
had never {o much of that Coin about
him, and it were to be wifh'd, that the
Wits who have followed his Vein had
not put too much value upon a Drefs,
that better Underftandings would not
wear ( at leaft in publick ) and upon a
Compafsthey gave themfelves, which o-
ther Men would not take, The matchlefs
Writer of Doz Quixor ts much more to be
admired; for having made up f{o excel-
lent a compofition of Satyr or Ridicule,
without thofe Ingredients, and feems to
be the beft and highe(t Strain thatever
was, or wili be reached by that Vein.
It began firftin Verle, withan/talian
Poem, called La Secchia Rapiia, was
purfued by Searron in Frencd, with his
Virgil Travelty, and in E#glifb by Sir
Fobwn. Mince, Hudibras and: Cotton, and
4 7 with
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with greater Height of Burlefgue in the
Englifh, than I think in any other Lan-
guage. But let the Exccution be what
it will, the Defign, the Cultom, and Ex-
ample are very pernicious to Poetry,
andindeed, toall Virtue and good Qua-
lities among Men, which muft be dif-
heartened, by finding how unjuftly and
undiftinguifhed they fall under the Lafh
of Raillery, and this Vein of ridiculing
the Good as well as the 111, the Guilty
and the Innocent together. “Tis a very
peor, tho’common pretence tomerit, to
make it appear by the Faults of other
Men., A mean Wit or Beauty may pafs
in a Room, where the reft of the Com-
pany arc allowed to have none; ’tis
fomething to {parkle among Diamonds,
but to fhine among Pebles, isneither Cre-

dit nor Value worth the pretending.
Befides thefe two Veins brought in, to
{upply the Defects of the Modern Poetry,
much Application has been made tothe
smoothnefsof Language or Stite, which
has at the beft, but the Beauty of Co-
louring in a Picture, and can never make
a good one, without Spiritand Strength.
The Academy fet up by Cardinal Rich-
ficu, to amufe the Wits of that Age
and Country, and divert them from
raking
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raking into his Politick and Miniftery,
brought this in Vogue s and the French
Wits have for this laft Age, beenin 3
Manner wholly turned to the Refine.
ment of their Language, and indeed with
fuch Succefs, that it can hardly be ex-
celled, and runs equally through their
Veric and their Profe. The fame Veip
has been likewife much cultivated in
our Modern Englifs Poetry, and by fuch
poor Recruits, have the broken Forces
of this Empire been of late made up,
with what Succefs [ Jeave to be judged
by fuch, as confider it in the former
Heights, and the pleafant Declines both
of Power and of Honour, but this will
not difcourage, however it may affect,
the true Lovers of this Miftrefs, who
muft ever think her a Beauty in Ragsas
well as in Robes.

Among thefe many Decays, there is
yet one fort of Poetry, that feems to
have fucceeded much ‘better with our
Moderns, than any ofthe reft, which is
Dramatick, or that of the Stage: Inthis
the Italian, the Spanifh, and the French,
have all had their different Mer#, and
reccived their juft Applaufes. Yet I
am deceived, if our Englifh, has not in
fome Kind excelled both the Modenl;

a1
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and the Ancient, which has been by
Force of a Vein natural perhaps toour
Country, and which with us 15 cal-
led Humour, a Word peculiar to our
Langnage too, and hard to be exprefled
in any other ; nor is it ( that I know
of ) found in any foreign Writers, un-
lefs it be Molicre and yet his it felf has
too much of the Farce, to pafs for the
fame with ours. Shakefpear was the firit
that opened this Vein upon our Stage,
which has run {o freely and {o pleafant-
Iy ever fince, thatI have often wonder-
ed, to find it appear fo little upon any
others 5 . being a Subjet {o proper for
them, fince Humour is but a Pi&ure of
particular Life, as Comedy is of gene-
ral, and tho’ it reprefents Dipofitions
and Cuftoms lefs common, yet they are
not lefs natural than thofe that are more
frequent among Men ; for if Humour it
felf be forced it lofes all the Grace,
which has been indeed the Fault of fome
of our Poets moft celebrated in this
Kind.

It may feem a Defect in the ancient
Stage, that the Charatters introduced
were {o few, and thofe focommon, as a
covetous old Man, an amroous young,
a witty Wench, a crafty Slave, a brag-

smng
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ging Soldier: The Spe&ators met no.
thing upon the Stage, but what they
met 1n the Streets, and at every Turp.
All the Variety is drawn only from diffe-
rent and uncommon Events; whereasif
the Charadters are fo too, the Diverfity
and the Pleafure muft needs be the more,
But as of moft general Cultoms in a
Country, there is ufually fome Ground,
from the Nature of the People or Cli-
mat, {othere may be among(t us, for this
Vein of our Stage, and agreater Variety
of Humour inthePi&ure, becaufethere
is a greater Variety in the Life. Thismay
proceed from the native Flenty of our
Soil, the Unequalnefs of our Climat, as
well asthe Eafe of cur Government, and
the Liberty of profefling Opinions and
Fattions, which perhaps our Neighbours
may have about them, but are forcedto
difgnife, and thereby they may comein
time to be extinguifb’d. Plenty begets
Wantonnef{s and Pride, Wantonnefs is
apt to invent, and Pride {corns to imi-
tate; Liberty :begets Stomach or Heart,
and Stomach will not be conftrained.
Thus we come to have more Originals,
and more thatappear what they are, we
‘have more Humour becaufe every Man
follows his own, and takes a Fleafure,
perhaps a Pride to fhew it. On
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On thecontrary, where the People
are generally poor, and forced to hard
Labour, their A&ions and Lives are all
of aPiece ;3 where they ferve hard Ma-
fters, they muft follow hisExamples as
wellas Commands, and are forced upon
Imitation in {mall Matters, as well as
Obedience ingreat: So that fome Nati-
ons look as if they were caft all by one
Mould, or cutoutall by one Pattern, ( at
Jeaft the common Peopleinone, and the
Gentlemen in another: ) They.feemall
of a fort in their Habits, their Cultoms,
and even their Talk and converfation, as
well as in the Application and Purfuit of
their Acions and their Lives.

Befides all this, there is another fort of
Variety amongf(t us, which arifes from
our Climat, and the Difpofitions it Na-
turally produces. We are not only more
ualike one another, than any Nation [
know, but we are more unlike ourfelves
too, at feveralimes, and owe to our ve-
ry Air, fome ill Qualities as well asmany
good: We may allow {fome Diftempers
Incident to our Climat, fince fo much
Health, Vigour, and Length of Life have
been generally afcribed to ity for a-
mong the Greck and Rowan Authors
themf{elves, we thall find the Britains ob-
ferved, to live the longeft, and the A:-

gjprfmn'
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gyptiansthe fhorteft, of any Nations that
were known in thofe Ages. Befides, 1
think none will difpute the Native Cou.
rageofourMen, and Beauty of our Wo-
men, whichmay beclfe whereas great in
Particulars, but no where fo in General;
they may be ( what is faidof Difeafes)
as Acute in other Places, but with us,
they are Epidemical. For my own
Part, who have converfed much with
Men of other Nations, and fuch as have
been both in great Imployments and
Efteem, I can fay very impartially, that
I have not obferved among any, {o
much true Genius as among the Eng-
lifp 5 no where more Sharpnefs of Wit,
more Pleafantnefs of Humour, more
Range of Fancy, more Penetration of
Thought or Depth of RefleGion among
the better Sort: No where more Good.-
nefs of Nature and of Meaning, nor more
Flainnefs of Senfe and of Life than
among the common Sort of country Peg-
ple, nor more blunt Courage and Ho-
nefty, than among our Sea-Men.

But with all this, our Countrv mu(t
be confeft, to be what a great Foreign
Phyfician called it, the Region of Spleen
which may arife a good Decal from the
great Uncertainty and many (wldain
' Changes
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Changes. of our Weather in all Sealons
of the Year. And how much thefe
affe@t the Heads and Hearts, elpecially
of the fine(t Tempers, is hard tobe be-
lieved by Men, whofe Thoughts are not
turned “to f{uch Speculations.  Thus
makes us unequal in our Humours, -
conftant in our Paffions, uncertain it
our Ends, and evenin our Defires. Be-
fides, our different Opinions in Religi-
on and the Fa&ions they have raifed
or animated, for fifty Years palk, have
had an ill Effett upon our Manners and
Cultoms, inducing more Avarice, Am-
bition, Difguifc ( with the ufual Con-
fequences of them ) than were before
in our Conftitution. From all this it
may happen that there is no where

inore true Zeal in the many different

Forms of Devotion, and yet no where
more Knavery under the Shews and
Pretences. There are no where {o ma-
ny Difputes upon Religion, fo many
Reafoncrs upon Goverment, {o many
Refiners in Politicks, {o many curious
Inquifitives, (o many Pretenders to Bu-
fine(s and State-Imployments, greatel

Porers upon Books, nor Plodders after

Wealth. And yet no where more a-

banded Libertines, more refined Lux- |
urilts,

| e o T
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urifts, extravagant Debauches, conceit-
- ed, Gallants, more Dabblers in Poe-
1'1'}1,r as well as Politicks, 1n Philofophy
and 1n Chymiftry. 1 have had feveral
Servants far gone i Divinity, othersin
Poetry 4 have known in the Familics of
{onie Frzcnds, aKeeper deepin the Rofy-
crucia Principles, and a Laundrefs firm
in thofe of Epicurns, What Effe&t {o-
ever f{uch a Compofition or Medly cof
Humours among us m2y have upon cur
Lives orour Government, it muft needs
havea good one uponour Stage, and has
given admirable Play to our cmmimﬂ
Wits. So that in my Opinion there i

no Vein of that Sort either Ancient or
Modern, which excells or equals the
Humour of ourPlays. And for the reft,
I canuot but obferve, tothe Honour of
our Country, that the good Qualities
amongft us, feem to be natural, and
the ill ones more accidental, ..tﬂd fuch
as would be eafily changed by the Ex-
amples of Princes, and by the Frecepts
of Laws; f{uch T mean as fhould be
defigned to form Manners, to reftrain
Exceﬂes to encourage Induftry, topre-
vent Mens Expences beyond their For-
tunes, to countenapce Virtue,and raife
that true Efteem due to I'lain Senfe and

Common Honefty. But
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But to {pin off this Thread which ig
already grown too long: What Ho-
nour and Requeft the ancient Poetry has
Lived in, may not only be obferved
from the Univsrlal Reception and Ufe
in all Nations from China to Perx, from
Seythia to Arabia, but from the Eflteem
of the beft and the greateft Men as well
as the Vulgar. Among the Hebrews,
Dawvid and Solononthe Wifelt Kings, Fob
and Feremiabh the Holielt Men, were
the beft Poets of their Nation and Lan-
guage. Among the Grecks, the Two
moft renowned Sages and Lawgivers
were Lyenrgns and Selon, whereof the
Laft is known to have excelled in Poe-
try, and the firlt was {o great a Lover
of it, that to his Care and Induftry we
are faid ( by {ome Authors )to owe the
Colle&ion and Prefervation of theloofe
and fcattered "icces of Homer, in the
Order wherein they have {ince appear-
ed. Alexander is reported neither to
have travelled nor flept, without thofe
admirable Poems alwaysin his Compa-
ny. Phalaris that wasinexorable to all
other Enemies, relented at the Charms
of Strefichorns his Mufe. Among the
Romans, the lalt and great Scipio, pafi-/
ed the foft Hours of his Life in the

Coit-
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Converfation of Terewce, and was
thought to havea Partin the Compofiti-
on of his Comedies. Cefar wasan excel-
lent Poet s well as Orator, and compo-.
fed a Poem in his Voyage from Rome,
to Spain, relieving the tedious Difficul-
ties of his March, with the Enterrain-
ments of his Mufe.  Awgrflus was not
only a Patron, but a Friend and Com-
panion of Virgil and Horace, and was
himfelf, both an Admirer of Poetry,
and a pretender too as far as hisGenius
would reach or his bufy Scenc allow,
‘Tis true fince his Age, we have few
fuch Examples of great Princes favour-
ing or affecting Poctry, and asfew per-
haps of great Poctsdefervingit, Whe-
ther it be, that the Ficrcenefs of the

- Gothick Humours, or Noife oftheir per-

petual Wars frighted it away, or that
the unequal Mixture of the Modern
Languages would not bear it; certain
it 15, that the great Heights and Ex-
cellency both of Poetry and Mufick,
fell with the Roman Learning and Em-
pire, and have never fince recavered
the Admiration and Applaufes that be-
fore attended them. Yet fuch as they
are among(t us, they muft be confeft
to be the {ofteft and {weeteft, themoft

A a General
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General and moflt innocent Amufements
of common Time and Life. They ftill
find Room in the Courts of Princes,
and the Cottages of Shepherds. They
ferve to revive and animate the dead
Calm of poor or idle Lives, and to al-
lav or divert the violent Paflions and
perturbations of the greateft and the
buficft Men. And both thefe Effects:
are of equal Ufe to Human Lifes for
the Mind of Man is like the Sea. which
is neither agreable to tlie Beholder
nor the Voyager, in a Calm or in
a Storm, but is fo to both, when a
little agitated by gentle Galess and fo
the Mind, when moved by fofrand ca-
{y Paffions and Affections. I know ve-
try well, that many who pretend to
be wife, by the Forms of being grave, -
are apt to delpife both Poetry and Mu-
fick as Toys and Trifles too light for
the Ule or Entertainment of ferious
Men. But whoever find themfelves
wholly infenfible to thefe Charms wou'd
I think do well, to keep their own
Counfel, for fear of reproaching their
own Temper, and bringing the Good-
nefs of their Natures, if not of their
Underftandings, into Queftion: It may
he thought at leaft an ill Sign, if not z_iltit
1
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ill Conftitution, fince fome of the Fa-
thers went {o far, asto eflteem the Love
of Mufick a Sign of Predeftination, as
a thing Divine, and referved for the
Felicities of Heaven it {elf, Whilethis
World lafts, I doubt not, but the Plea-
fure and Requefts of thefe two Enter-
tainments, will do {o too, and happy
thofethat content themfelves with thefe,
or any other {o eafy and fo innocent,
and do not trouble the World orother
Men, becaufe they cannot be quiet them-
felves, though no body hurts them,

When 2]l is done, Human Life is
at the greateft and the beft, but like a
froward Child, that muft be playd
with and Humour'd a little, to keep it
quiet till it falls afleep, and then the
Care 15 aQver,
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