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OEcoNoMY of QUACKERY
confidered, &&c.

NTEREST Rerpusric®, coenosct

MaLos, faid once the prince of orators,

Mr. Spilfbury informs us, to a moft
avgult aflembly; and INTEREST REIPUB
ri1c@, &c. faild once the prince of quacks,
to a moft auguft aflembly: * — And, as In-
terefl Reipublicee, cognofci malos, it fhall be
my endeavour now, in an{wer to Mr. Spilf-
bury, to lay open the evils (none of the leaft)
accruing to the State from quacks, or adver-
tifers of medicines; and as I am apprehenfive
we are yearly to lament the lives of many
as fair characters, and as ftrict. adherers to
truth, by a certain fatal indemic diforder of

% Mr. Spilfbury addreffes his pamphlet to the Legif-
lature in thofe words.

A this
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this country cut off ; yet what I fhall fay re-
fpecting them, will be with ftrict impartia-
lity and candour. 1 will not deny but many
good, many excellent medicines are adverti-
fed, as they are imitations of the compofitions
of the common difpenfatories ; but yet are
they an impofition on the public, in their
paying for advertifements to inform them of
fecrets that every thop would fupply at one
tenth of the price; and many of the adver-
tifed medicines are the fame in fubftance and
effed, though in different forms: and thongh
many of them feem fafe for people unac-
quainted with Phyfick to make ufe of, for
diforders attended with no great danger, yet
the moft innocent are not incapable of doing
mifchief, for even the Scotch -pills, that ne-
wver do any one barm, have many times been
known to give the piles. What then muft
be the confequence of the moft aftive and
powerful remedies, (that require a know-
ledge of the conftitution of the patient, and
of the nature and effeé of the medicines,
to render the ufe of them fafe and fer-
viceable) being indifcriminately, and confe-

qu entl y
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quently often times improperly taken, but
the removing, or the attempts to remove one
difbrder; the occafioning of a worfe? And
that this opinion is juftly founded, I know
many, too many proofs have happened a-
mongft the takers of Norton’s and Spilfbury’s
drops; and this muft be the cafe with fuch
things, in fuch manner made ufe of, until the
time happens, when heat can be cold, and
cold heat, and things which are as oppofite
in their natures alike : yet thefe are medicines
recommended to the public as perfely fafe
and harmlefs, for when were the advertifers
known to give any exceptionable cautions to
their general ufe, or the leaft {fufpicion of their
being capable of doing any harm. The cre-
dulous are amufed with pompous advertife-
ments, fiGtious cafes, and atteftations of the
moft miraculous cures; one of thefe won-
drous cafes and cures, that Mr. Spilfbury a
Jong time kindly referred the public to, I had
the curiofity to enquire after : the firft perfon
I faw was a lady, whofe appearance befpoke
no great dependance was to be placed on the
truth of her ftory; but, however, on en-

y Ae quiry,
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quiry, though fhe had been miftrefs of the
houfe fometime, fthe knew no fuch perfon as
the advertifement referred to; there had a
fervant, the believed, lived there, that might
have fome breakings out about her arms, but
what became of her was not to be found
out : and by fuch paltry ftories are the public
taken in, any thing miraculous, the more in-
compatible with reafon and common {enfe
the better, for a bait for us Englith folks; if
it catch the ear or the eye, the underftand-
ing {eldom paufes, witnefs the wrme doltor’s
{fcheme, and the late famous gout curer : yet
may it be faid, in excufe for peaple in com-
men, that, much to their honour and credit
of their knowledge in Phyfick, practitioners
have come, on a fool's errand, from diftant
parts of the country, to this urine cafter ;
gentlemen bred to a branch of phyfick, have
taken long journeys to this wonderful con-
noifeur, (full of hopes and confidence in him)
for the benefit of their own health, Mr,
Spillbury feems to entertain fome fears of the
legiflature’s (from Mr. Hawes's reprefentation
of Dr. Gold{mith’s and Mr. Scawen’s cafes)

taking



1. 5% ]

taking into confideration the prefent ftate and
tendency of quackery, and confequently fup-
prefling it; but his fears I apprehend are
groundles, the legiflature could not yet be
prevailed upon, to put a tax upon dogs, in
compafiion to thofe who fuffer by thofe crea-
tures running mad, therefore perhaps quacks
may ftill be permitted to follow their trades,
notwithftanding our fair reprefentations of the
evils refulting.

“ Can it be expeéted,” fays Mr. Spilfbury,
(p. vili. dedication) ¢ that thofe fo opulent
¢¢ practitioners, already drowned in profufion,
¢¢ yoluptuoufnefs, pleafure, and luxury, will
«¢ exert their thickened and congealed imagi-
““ nations, in the improving an art, the very
¢ defeCts and imperfeCtions of which, alone
“ conftitute that unfathomable golden mine,
¢ whence they draw all their wealth > The
opulent practitioners do not draw all their
wealth from the imperfections of the art,
they have more confiderable emoluments, I
believe, from the number and fan&ion of ad-
vertifed medicines in thefe kingdoms; but,

were Mr, Spilibury’s drops, and fuch kind of
advertifed
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advertifed medicines, more in ufe among the
more opulent order of people, the manufac-
turers and furnithers of artificial teeth, would
be more benefited by quackery than any
other fet of men. Mr. Spilfbury, furely, is
exceedingly inconfiftent, and contradits him-
felf and the reft of his brethren, when he la-
ments (p. x.) * the prefent ftate of phyfick,
“ and it’s not being brought to it’s perigee.”’
As his drops cure the fcurvy and gout, Mr.
Norton’s cure the leprofy and evi/, another
the ftone, another the dropfy, another con-
fumptions ; unfortunately to be fure, moft
of thefe diforders are yet incurable by the re-
gular profeflors, and 1 am afraid will remain
fo, and that, notwithftanding the affertions of
Mr. Spilfbury and his fraternity, thefe cruel
and mortal difeafes will continue to withftand
their fanative power, and keep up their places
and numbers in the bills of mortality. Mr, .
Spiifbury again 1s partial to his own know-
ledge, when he fays (p. xi.) “ every difco-
«¢ verer of a new eflicacious medicine is al-
‘¢ ways repaid by it, for his labours and ex-
f¢ pence,” when he himflf is not adequately

repaid
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repaid by his drops that cure the Gout,
The late famous, and much to be regretted
| for his lofs, Dr. Le Fevre, got more by his
gout medicine, in a few months, than Mr.
Spilfbury will in his life-time; and yet is
Mr. Spilfbury’s medicine equally efficacious in
that diforder, for of all the patients that have
received a cure from either of thefe gentle-
men, it ftands fo firm and complete, that zos
. one can ever have it again,
 Mr. Spilfbury, notwithftanding all his com-
plaints againft the regulars of il nfage from
them, not content with his acknowledged fu-
periority, wifhes to exercife a cruelty over
them which they have not deferved, when
he (p. xiii.) fummons them to a meeting with
him and his brethren before the legiflature of
the land, as he knows the regular gentlemen
would here appear at a very great difadvan-
tage, when challenged with their {kill in thefe
diforders, againft Mr. Spilfbury, &c. for they
could not do themfelves the credit and honour
of one cure; and Mr. Spilfbury and his com-
panions have nothing to do, but take a hand-
ful of news-papers with them, and they are
monies
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furnifhed with fufficient vouchers and teftis
monies of their {urprifing and unequalled abi«
lities. ; '

The trial of Mifs Butterfield, (p. xvii.) no
acquittal at all of the charges againit quack
medicines, as it was allowed or proved by the
trial, that an improper ufe of Yome medicines
haftened the death of Mr. Scawen ; and this
improper ufe is the charge againft quackery,
and not againft the medicine itfelf: but Mr.
Spilfbury has the modeft effrontery to tell us,
(p. xxviil.) ** that to exclaim againft an ad-
‘¢ vertifed medicine, becaufe two, three, or
twenty people have died by an injudicious

ufe of it, is as abfurd as to exclaim againft

L 14

““ a pump, becaufe a man delirious with a
“ fever drank of it and killed himfelf ; or to
¢ exclaim againft the public good and utility
“ of the river Thames, becaufe many are
“ drowned in it with a felo de ¢ intent, or
“ by accident, daily.” But here Mr. Spilf-
bury may pleafe to obferve, that there is no
anology between the deluded takers of adver-
tifed medicines and thofe unhappy fuicides,
no one takes quack medicines with fuch in-
tent; it is a much better allufion, indeed, to

the
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the man in a fever drinking the water, for
as his nurfes and attendants were certainly by
their negle@ acceffaries to his death, {o in-
deed I think the legiflature, and guardians of
the public health, may be looked upon ac-
ceflaries to the deaths of thofe that Mr.
Spilfbury acknowledges may happen by twos
threes, or twenties, by the ufe of quack me-
dicines (for their not fupprefling them.)

M. Spilfbury pofitively and firenuoufly af-
ferts, (p. xxix.) that ‘“ quack medicines re-
“ quire a fkilful and judicious adminiftration,
¢ and that to produce a cure, a medicine
¢ ought to be adapted to the nature of the
¢* conftitution of the patient.” And what is
this but befpeaking the danger of taking ad-
vertifed medicines. Can Mr. Spilfbury admi-
nifter his medicine judiciouily to a perfon he
never faw ? Can he adapt a medicine to the
nature of a conftitution he knows nothing of ?
If he has fo much knowledge in phyfick as
to be able to do this, by infpe&ing the pa-
tient, he muft know that very many perfons
are taking his drops who are he&ical, have
tender lungs, are of a nervous, irritable ha-

B bit,
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bit, have tender bowels, or are otherwife very
unfit fubjes for his medicine to work upon
and take it at a great hazard, and often to
very great and irreparable injury to their
health : and are not thefe uncertainties obvi-
ated by employing a phyfician, who, Mr.
Spilfbury knows, does not take the patient’s
word for his diforder, but his own judgment,
aided by fymptoms and circumftances, toge-
ther with the patient’s information ; this ob-
vious and moft important advantage of cer-
tainty, with Mr. Spilfbury’s leave, muft re-
gular practice ever have over quackery ; for
are we not every day fent for to patients,
who tell us they have the pleurify, and we
find the diforder the rheumatifim ; thefe who
have the gravel in the loins think they have
the rbeumatifm, and thofe with the rheuma-
tifm tell us they have the gravel; and I have
known quack medicines taken for worms,
when the diforder was a dangerous inflamma-
tion in the bowels; and I dare affirm, many
people, with all the medical prudence and
caution they were mafters of, have taken Mr.
Spilfbury’s drops for the fcurvy, when their

] diforder
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diforder was the itch. Mr. Spilfbury, then,
endeavouring to fhew a certainty and fafety
in quack medicines, (p. xxx.) equal to thofe
fent from the fhops, labours in vain, the cur-
rent fream of reafon and common fenfe runs
againft him, and he finks; and even the
moft ready and beft afliftance of his favourite
inftitution (p. xxi.) for the refurrection of the
dead, cannot recover him,~—what fays Mr.
Spiltbury, (p. xxxi.) * Becaufe a mufquet
" ¢ has done never fo horrible a mifchief in
¢ the hands of a child or a2 madman, is it

(4

a reafon why an ac¢t of parliament {hould
be brought to forbid the manufa&uring or
importing of them in the kingdom B2

Lo

€

Here Mr. Spilfbury is evidently playing and
paddling in his rhickened and congealed ima-
ginations, for here is no fimile, no analogy,
in his reafoning : if any one wilfully and in-
tentionally takes the life of another with this
ufeful mufquet, what has Mr, Spilfbury to
fay againft the jufinefs of the law; this is
more to the point; but Mr. Spilfbury (that
he may live) is to be permitted to deftroy his
Majefty’s fubjects by twos, threes, or twen-

B2 . ties;
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ties ; for though his medicines might be a

good one in the hands of a prudent, intelli-

gent phyfician or apothecary, yet incautioufly

taken, from the hands of a quack, it is as
much to be dreaded as the mufquet in the

hands of a madman.
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There are not, fays Mr. Spilibury, ¢ in
the univerfe, two conftitutions alike, nor
two cafes of diforder alike, therefore every
thing, food, pleafure, exercife, drink, diet,
medicine, &c. ought all equally to be a-
dapted to every fingle {ubje&, fuch is the
meaning of the prudent and judicious ad-
miniflratzon {o much recommended, and fo
much infifled on in matters of medicine;
it is, then, in other words, nothing but a
fagacious increafe or decreafe, a prudent
and @ propos defiftance and fuppreffion of
the dofes, derived from a. watchful atten-
tion on the effe@s they produce, which ef-
feCls none but fools can misjudge,” (I will

not fay fo of them, but many will call them-
felves fools as long as they live, and would be
very happy, if wearing the fool’s cap were
the worft of the punifhment for their credu-

ity
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lity in quackery,) ¢ efpecially when direc~
‘“ tions are fo plainly given as they generally
“ are.” Here again Mr. Spilfbury is evidently
miftaken, many of Mr. Spilfbury’s patients,
intelligent, and (excepting in the inftance of
trufting their health to the mercy of a quack
or his medicine) prudent perfons, have gone
long flages towards a confirmed hectic, be-
fore they could be aware of it; and Mr.
Spilfbury muft know this will be the confe-
- quence of fuch an indifcriminate ufe of mer-
cury, or he has not even {o much as a zbick-
ened and congealed knowledge of phyfic, more
efpecially as the medicine is taken from the
advertifement, without its being known or
fufpected what it is, and they are not cauti-
oned or guarded againft the danger of taking
cold, which the manner of life of the
takers of advertifed medicines, will much ex-
pofe them to, being moftly the lower order of
people, who live by induftry or labour ; and
the diforders arifing from catching cold,
whilft taking mercury, are not the leaft alarm-
ing, as fevers, confumptions, falivations, or
inflammations of the brain; and thefe are not

fitious
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fictitious ftories, Mr. Spilibury, or cafes made ;
1 have feen feveral narrowly efcape from the
moft imminent danger, fome I have known
die, not of the difeafe their deaths were per-
haps imputed to, but of the effeéts of the
medicine they were taking to cure that dif-
eafc; and the bills of mortalily bear tco ample
teftimonies of thefe falts, as it might be faid,
in the articles of fevers and confumptions,
that a confiderable number of thofe die of an
imprudent ufe of mercury. But here, n-
deed, Mr. Spilfbury is himfelf acknowledging
the truth of what I have been urging. But,
fays he, * the abfurdity of people, againft
“ which never enough can be faid, leads
““ them to make this reafoning by themfelves,
““ viz. if one grain of fuch a thing does fo
“ much good, why fure two grains muft do
a vaft deal more, and it is that additional
‘¢ grain precifely, which kills them.” So Mr,
Mr, Spilibury makes ne fcruple of crediting
the mortality likely to happen amongft his
patients, (p. xxxi,) but prettily enough flips
himfelf the cenfure of the homicide, through
the loop-hole of the additional grain, But

Mr.

(11
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Ml'- Spilfbury’s own Mepicing, he tells us
in the next line, ** has not, to his knowledge,
‘¢ done the leaft harm to any one individual.”
Here, If{uppofe, Mr. Spilfbury would have us
believe, he has fome curious and fecret knack
of muzzling his own medicine, yet has it
taken many by the mouth, in a very unruly
violent manner, but the leaft harm from it to
~ any one individual has not come to Mr. Spilf-
bury’s knowledge; we have his word for it,
and who can fuppofe the humane, the bene-
volent, indefatigable Mr. Spilfbury, who, for
the public’s health and benefit, firlt openeds
and fince fupported and continued a difpen-
fary for the poor, at his own fole expence, of
perhaps a few quarts yearly of his Univerfal
Antifcorbutic Drops, which are an expence to
him of about as many fixpences, and which
he fends yearly in quantities of gallons, quarts,
and kegs, to our neighbouring kingdoms, to
be difcretionally diftributed by his agents to
the poor; and did I not fuppofe thefe artful
pretences to enhance the value of his drops

:n the minds of the credulous and unthinking,
I fhould
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1 thould feel much for the confumers of his
gallons and kegs of drops.

I have faid it is often a dangerous and in-
jurious medicine, it remains for me to make
good the charge, and fhew how faés corref-
pond with our knowledge of the nature and
effects of the medicine in the hands of people
ignorant of phyfic, and of what they are
taking : Know then, Mr. Spilibury, a Mr.
Prefcot, of Medhurft, in Suffex, took your
drops till he found his mouth fore and teeth

loofe. A perfon in the fervice of the Right
Hon. the Earl of Egremont, at Petworth, in

the fame county, was alfo a cuftomer of yours,
and he believes a great fufferer in his health
by your Univerfal Antifcorbutic Drops; he
was feverely falivated, and reduced to a low
hectical ftate of health, and ill a great part
of the winter before laft, and the following
{pring, fo that this is a pretty recent cafe,
which you may add to Capt. Evans’s and a
few others. I defired this patient of yours
tc draw up his cafe himfelf, and give me with
his name ; but he begged indeed to be ex-
cufed doing fo, I will not fay whether more

out
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out of compaffion to his own weaknefs and
ﬂ::-lly, or out of tendernefs to you; however,
I had my information from his own brother,
and Mr, Spilfbury; or any one enquiring, will
hear the fame in the family of the noble Earl
before-mentioned; and this patient pofitively
fays Mr, Spilfbury denied to him (for he
came to town on account of his health) his
~ drops containing any mercury; fo, good Mr.
Spilfbury, when you publifh next, abate thus
much in the pofitivenefs of your declarations,
of the leaft injury to your knowledge not
having happened to any one, and before you
proceed further; 1t furely would not be amifs,
for a man of your endearing qualifications,
as humanity; génerofity, and fender feelings,
to enquire after the condition of the con-
famers of the gallons and kegs of your drops.
Remember, Mr. Spiltbury, the poor live hard,
and bite hard to live, and whil{t mumbling
their crufts, with almoft zoothlefs gums, do
not fail to murmur out curfes on you and
your drops. |

One inftance more of fimilar effeCts from

a medicine of the fame ftamp with Mr.
C Spilfbury’s,
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Spilfbury’s, though advertifed under another
name, ““ but of as long ftanding, as conftantly
‘¢ advertifed, and confequently as accredited a
“ one,” as Mr. Spilfbury’s; the medicine alluded
to (Maredant’s Drops) the cafe, a fervant maid
of a late moft eminent counfel, and worthy
man, in Bedford-Row. This young woman,

of a tender irritable frame of nerves and habit
in general, and much fubje&t to low fevers,
had alfo a kind of fcurfy or fcorbutic break-
ing out, efpecially upon her hands and arms,
which was exceeding troublefome to her in
her bufinefs, being cook; and, encouraged
and perfuaded by Mr. Norton’s pompous
advertifements, and feemingly well attefted
cures, was very defirous of taking his drops;
it was mentioned to me, I told the family my
notion of the medicine in general, in hes
cafe in particular, and what it was, and that
I was afraid hers was not a fit conftitution
for it to work upon; they further urged fi-
milar cafes fet forth in the papers, it had been
fuccefsful in, and the atteftations referred to;
I replied, no dependance was to be placed
there, as nothing was fo eafy as to procure

cales,
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cafes, nothing /o eafy as to procure cures, and
atteftations fufficient to fatisfy all thofe who
were ready and willing, even in {o tender and
valuable a thing as health, to be impofed
upon, and I well knew it was the common
practice with all advertifers. However, fhe
took the drops, and feemingly with advan-
tage as to the breaking-out, but fhe had net
proceeded above half way with the cure be-
fore her appetite failed her, which fymptonr
I told her indicated to me fhe would not be

able to go on much longer with her favourite
medicine ; and the event turned out fo, for

the foon became hectical to fuch a degree as
to require the care of two phyficians for fome
time, to fave her from dying confumptive,

 But after all, Mr. Spilfbury gives us to
underftand (p. xxxii. preface) “he does not
¢ mean in any part of his work (a very cu-
¢ rious work indeed) to take indifcrimi-
s¢ pately the part of every foolith advertifed
¢« medicine, which comes in the head of
¢ any ignorant cobler, or country horfe-
ts do@or, &c. &c. nor to defend thoufands

#¢ of lies and impofitions, propagated daily,
o2 ¢ fuch
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¢ fuch as powerful extrats which extricate
¢ or take the mercury out of the biood and
bones in an eafy way, or machines of cu-
rious and new invention, effeCtually to
% extract mercury out of the body, &c. &c,
¢ Impoftors indeed, fays he, of fuch a na-
¢ ture, as to fall as much under the cogni-
¢ zance and jurifdiction of the civil magif-

13

c¢

¢ trate of Bow-Street, as thofe of the con=
¢ juror of the Old Bailey.” In fome part
of this work of Mr. Spilfbury’s, I think he
has propofed to efpoufe the caufe of his bre-
thren quacks at large, here he declares off,
and that every one, after the example of him-
felf, muft defend his own lics. Iam forry,
however, that thefe extra&ts and machines

"

are impofitions, knowing that many of Mr,
Spilfbury’s patients would be very joyful to
have his medicine and its efteCts extracted
from their bodies.

Buat fome, Mr. Spilfbuury fuppofes, will
fay ““a little time and paper would not be
i}l beftowed, in preventing the danger to
‘¢ which the propagation of fuch impoftors
¢ might expofe peoples lives” Amongft

the
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the reft I fuppofe he hints at his illuftrious
brother the Water Doctor ; and I am entirely
of the fame opinion ; the preventing of evil
muit be the doing of good, and it is the end
and intent of my prefent writing, But, fays
he, ¢ aseight or nine hundred puunds a year
¢ is the leaft fum a medicine can coft to be
*¢ advertifed (and yet but indifferently) all over

‘ England, and that to be well advertifed
-« every day, it cofts at leaft fifteen bundred
¢ pounds every twelve calendar months™.”
Here, Mr. Spilfbury, I much fufpeé you of
exaggeration to footh the legiflature with the
importance of the revenue; but hear him,
O ye patres conferipti, how he is thus pub-
licly expofing you, for {uffering yourfelves
to be bribed by fuch fellows for licences to-
kill, maim, and deftroy the health of the
fubjeds of the ftate. Mr, Spilfbury does nat
affert that any medicine can be applied as a
general fpecific, or a fure remedy in all cafes
and conititutions, therefore he does not mean

# Qut of which feven hundred and fifty gocs to the
government,

to
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to infinuate,againft all fenfe and reafon, that
Dr. fames's Powders in particular, will do
wonders in all forts of fevers, and im all
ftages of that diforder, ¢ for if they arife
* from a ftoppage, furely it muft firft be re-
‘“ moved; if from bad humors, undoubtedly
‘ they muft previoufly be correted, and fo
¢ forth,” I will not condefcend here to
make any remarks on the reafoning of this
illuftrious quack of quacks; it is too ridiculous,
even a cobler or country horfe-dotor could
not talk greater nonfen{e.

Here (p. xxxix.) Mr. Spilfbury is greatly
incenfed at a letter, under the fignature of
Advice, publifhed in the Mcrning Poft, ma-
nufaGured, as he fays, by Mr. H 8,
apothecary ; and in anfwer, writes one to
himfelf as from a gentleman at Bath, full of
adulation, praifes and compliments of quali-
fications the moft endearing, as humanity,
generofity and tender feelings, breathing in
every advertifement, and who has eftablith-
¢ ed, at his own {ole expence, a DifPenfary
¢ for the poar, where, when properly re-
¢ commended, either by their parithes, or

| “ fome
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fome perfon of confideration, they reecive
the full benefit of his medicine gratis, till
they are perfectly cured ; fuch deeds alone,
in my opinion, (thatis his own opinion,
‘¢ as he is faying all thefe fine things of him-
““ felf) are {ufficient to fecure him for ever
¢ the cfteem of the whole nation.,” As Mr.
Spilfbury promifes to give his attendance af

his Difpenfary to the poor for ever, doubt-
lefs by fo doing, he fecures himfelf the ef-
teem of the public for the fame moderate
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term, for ever; and an encouragement {uita«
ble to his deferts, the author of this letter of
gratitude to Mr. Spilfbury, (for curing him
of an old inveterate gout, laughable enough,
another Le Fevre) he candidly owns he could
not produce, but who can read his pamphlet
and believe he could not produce the author,
with all his endearing qualifications, at any
time he pleafes.

And, after all, fuch is the variable and
fickle difpofitions of men, and confequently
the uncertainty of even the moft elaborate
and well intended fchemes of public utility

to pleafe, that notwith{landing M, Spi?fbury"s
candid
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candid declarations, and endearing qualities;
very many look upon his Difpenfary as no-
thing more than an artful contrivance (like
raifing the price of the drops) for the entire
purpofes of blinding and deluding the credu~
lous multitude,

M. Spilfbury, true qiiack like, as worthy
of being at the head of fo refpectable a tribe
of beings, obferves no mean of prefumption
and affurance, he quotes the firft names in
phyfic, and wrefts their fenfe and text te
ferve his finifter ends; but, fays he, (in his
quotation from the author of Obfervatins on
the Duties of a Phyfician) that I may not
fear to be taxed with infidelity in my quo-
tations. Now it is wonderful he is not
fomewhat fearful of being taxed with infi-
delity in his quotations being {o guilty of it;
as I fhall thew in his quotations from the im=
mortal Huxham. No confiderable improve-
ment in the art of medicine, the quoted |
author obferved, was to be expefted from
phyficians, while they were on their then
footing ; fince that then I fuppofe the plan
of phyficians may have been altered, for,

certainly,
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certainly no fcience has been imptoved within
this half century equal to phyfick ; and by
the methods and united endeavours of the re-
gular-bred phyficians, a great progrefs and
improvement has been made in the applica-
tion of medicine, to the cure of all curable
difeafes : Mr. Spilibury and his brethren cure
all the sicurable diforders, and what more can
~ the public wifh for, er what more is wanted
of phyfick.

Having attended Mr. Spilfbury through his
dedication and preface; we come upon the
body of his pamphlet, Free Thoughts on
“ Quacks and their Medicines. < That a
« great deal proceeds, Mr. Spilfbury, has
¢« been already faid, and fhould continue to
“ be every day repeated, againt quacks, em-
< piricks, and their medicines, 1s not fo
« much to be wondered at, as the filence
< thefe have obftinately kept on the fub-
« je&.” No, this, as Mr. Spil{bury obferves,
is not much to be wondered at, when daily
abufes and fufferings from quackery furnifh
matter of daﬂy pmvocatian and murmurings.
s Attacked, fays he, with the moft unge-

D nerous,
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¢ nerous, and, I dare fay it, fallacious argu-
“ ments,” (Yes, he dares fay it, becaufe
en paffant, he dares fay any thing)  woven
‘* with that {kill and addrefs which dazzles
‘“ the generality of readers, little ufed to the
¢ fineffes of the art of logic.” Here again I
believe Mr, Spilfbury is miftaken, I have not
feen any of thefe arguments of dazzling fkill
and addrefs, I am fure there need none to
the purpofe, obfervation, fats, and common
fenfe, will furnifh the beft arguments againft
quackery, and will always be found fuffi-
cient ; Dr. Lettfom, I believe, makes ufe of
no other againft Mr, Spilfbury’s very much
fuperior, the renowned Myerfbach the urine
cafter.

Our adverfaries, fays Mr, Spilfbury, (p. vii.)
obferve, that Hyppocrates pronounces phyfick
to be the nobleft of all arts, and very juftly
no doubt, as it comprehends almoft every
other art and {cience:  But if to enhance
“ the difficulty, fuperiority, and fublimity of
‘¢ that verv art, they think it neceflary to
“ giledge that Afculapius, the inventor of
“ phyfick, never arrived before he died to

the
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the perfection of it, and that his fuccefior,
Hyppocrates, being himfelf come to a very
old age, was not athamed of confefling the
fame; if they are not againft admitting
likewife that, even now, it requires an in=-
finite deal of pains, labour, expence, tri-
als, experiments, and time, before a man
can be rightly and duly qualified for the
tafl, does not this moft evident conclufion
refult, that the man who turns all his
thoughts on the ftudy of one fole difeafe,
and attends to no other, is infinitely more
likely to difcover a true and efficacious re-
medy, than thofe who, forced to practice
on a larger fcale, cannot beftow a fufficient
time upon any in particular, to inveftigate
the true principles of them all, and apply
the proper prefervative to a threatening

diforder, or reftorative to a determined
one.” Here indeed is logic, and dazzling

arguments, brought againft reafon and com-
mon fenfe ;: knowing one difeafe, Mr. Spilf-
bury, leads to the knowledge of another, and

it is neceffary phyficians {hould have a gene-

ral knowledge of difeafes, {o that in curing

D2 of
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of one they may avoid bringing another, and
perhaps a worfe, on the patient; and whilt
you are curing the fcurvy and gout with your
Drops, it would not be amifs if you had fome
knowledge of hedtical complaints, confumpe
tions, -inflammations of the lungs, brain, fali-
vations, &c. (tho’ by the way, 1 believe you
know juft as much of thefe as of the fcurvy:)
And the tendency of your medicine to occafion
thefe diforders, your two patients I have be-
fore. mentioned, in Suffex, are thoroughly
convinced, and by woful experience of the
neceflity of fuch knowledge, and every one
of the patres conferipti you take the liberty
of addrefiing, I dare fay, under the like cir-
cumftances, would think fo too; what think
you of it yourfelf, MonsiEUR QUACK ?

“ On what principle, therefore, (p. ix.)
¢ do the felf-calling regular-bred phyficians
# ground their pretended prerogatives, and
¢ their fuperiority over us Venders of Me-
¢ dicmnes.”  This queftion I hope Mr. Spilf=
bury and every one will think already pretty
fully anfwered.: | ¢ Is it a generous, candid,
£ and difinterefted love of mankind, and the

Prefﬁrvatim



-
gk
ke
L 11
£¢
£
i€
£c
[ 4.1
.!‘
4
(11
£

€

[ 29 ]
prefervation of it’s members, as you affe&
to profefs it by words, which induces you
Gentlemen of the Faculty to decry all
quacks, from ZAfculapius to the prefent,
either as ignorant or felf-convited impoft-
ors, advertifing daily lyes, whether mount-
ed on ftages or riding in chariots? Is it
the true knowledge of the dignity of your
profeflion, and a fupcriorit}r of underftand-
ing, which makes you rail {o vehemently
again{t that pretended evil fpirit of quack-
ery, which you fay is gone forth, and has

poffefled all orders of men among us, &c.
&c,” No indeed, anfwers Mr. Spilibury

to his own queftion, no fuch purity of fenti-

ments exifts in you,  lucre, gain, and profit
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are the true and only motives which in-
fpire you that flow of anathemas you be-
ftow fo lavifhly upon us; the fear that the
cure of difeafes thould become eafy, and
might be performed by every one at a
fmall expence, and thus oblige you to lay
down your own chariots, ereCted on, and
fupported by, the credulity of the igno-~

rant, though wealthy multitude,” (if I
miftake
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miftake not, this is the fource of the empi-
ricks, and not of phyficians) ¢ is the reafon
““ why you foam in all your writings, your
¢ confultations, and private converfations, a-
“ gainft the venders of medicines, ready pre-
“ pared to cure what is not in your power
“ of attenuating.” This is certainly very
true, Mr. Spilfbury, vou Venders of Medi-
cines cure the evil, confumptions, ftone, &c.
as well as the fcurvy and gout; but thefe
cures are wrought only in the news-papers,
the devil abit the better are the poor fufferers
of thefe diforders; and if lucre, gain, and
profit, are the views of phyficians, they ne-
ver will endeavour to fupprefs the quacks;
they would not, Mr, Spilfbury, be the lefs
likely to walk on foot, for certainly there is
not an eminent phyfician that does not main-
tain his chariot out of the bufinefs he has,
occafioned by quack medicines, and were
they more in ufe among the more wealthy
order of people, their revenues hence would
be equal to Mr. Spilfbury’s expence in ad-
vertifing ; {o here, take your fcrip of Latin
again, oh! ¢ aurt facra fames, quid non mor-

talia
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““ talia pectora cogis.” Why you have your
Latin and Greek, ad anguem, as one may
fay, Mr. Spilfbury, and indeed you write
concord, and not bad language, if ’tis your
own; but, you will excufe me, that I very
much doubt, it is fo uncommon you know,
for members of the {cientific and learned body
of empiricks to be able to read and write.

¢« But let us examine,” fays Mr. Spilibury,
(p. xii, Free Thoughts) ¢ without partiality,
¢ the fa& as it ftands,” (nothing partial, I
hope, will appear in my examination of any
part of Mr. Spilfbury’s pamphlet) ¢ what
< are ftrictly fpeaking, thofe advertifed me-
« dicines: Are they a compound of horfes-
¢¢ dung and cows-pifs, or, as the more polite,
«¢ though no lefs contemptuous phrafe is, a
¢ mixture of brick-duft and water, prepared
« by a parcel of dirty, ignorant fellows ¢ No»
¢ it is quite the reverfe, they arc moftly
¢ compofitions which unite the exterior neat-
¢« nefs and elegance with the power, energy,
‘¢« and eflicacy interiorly concentered ; and
“ they are the fruit of the labours, {tudies,

¢ and experience of fome really learned phy-
fician
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fician of the fo much boafted regular-bred
« clafs, who, after having himfelf ufed it
¢ and adminiftered it a long while, with a
« pever-failing fuccefs, at laft gives it to a
¢« friend, or leaves it in his family.” All

L]
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this may be, but he never left it for the pur«
pofe of quackery; for that will turn his fuc-
cefsful ufe of it into an abufe of it, and make
it dangerous. A few alfo, he fa?rs, may be
the difcovery of fome illiterate fellow, and
though good in themfelves, ¢ erroneoufly do-
¢ fed, improperly adminiftered, and injudi-
¢ cioufly prepared, may do a deal of mifs
¢ chief inftead of good.” But thefe, he ob-
ferves, cannot emerge from the obfcurity of
their origin till they change mafters, and be-
come the property of fome man of abilities,
who never fails, before he rifques his name,
his reputation, and his fortune, (this is the
firt 1 have heard of a quacks reputation in
phyfick) to make fuch trials, effays, and ex-
periments, as will afcertain the dangerous,
the doubtful, and the ufeful qualities of the
new remedy, and then it. becomes as fure
and fafe a one as any other whatever, (fure

and
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and fafe, though, only in tlhie hands of one
capable of managing it.) ¢ Such, however,
“ are the fources whence originate the adver-
* tifed medicines, which fo much excite the
rancour, and ftir up the bile of our proud,
haughty, vain, and fuperb adverfaries, —
Now, fays he, I will afk any impartia}
¢ and candid reader, what he thinks in his
¢« heart of%heir affected declamations; muft
¢ it not look highly laughable to every one
+ who hears or reads them, to fee how the
¢ bullets infallibly and naturally retort upon
¢ them; fince it is proved that none of thofe
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¢« medicines, which make the objec of their
¢ fpleenful clamours, now exift, but come
¢ dire@ly or indire@ly from themfelves.” I
thought we were to underftand Mr. Spilf=
bury’s medicine the refult of his own or fome
one’s labour, who had turned all his thoughts
on the ftudy of one fole difeafe, it's caufe,
fource, principle, and antidote, (p. viii.) but
if this is the cafe, Mr. Spilfbury, how is it
you empirical gentry fo readily cure, what is
not in phyficians power to attenuate with the

{ame medicines? Do you not now make
E {fome=
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fomething like a felf-convicted impoftor of
yourfelf ? Dr. Johnfon’s definition of a quack
{ure does not here feem ftretched out quite in
the outre ; lock at yourfelf, “ a vain, boaftful
« pretender to phyfick—an artful, tricking
« praditioner in phyfick,” (Johnfon.) Itis
indeed truly laughable, that thefe never-fail-
ing advertifed Medicines, the great fecret of
whofe preparation is known, or has been im-
parted only to the advertifer, are in truth,
medicines taken from any common difpenfa-
tory; and it is alfo wonderful to think, when
you chriften thefe medicines with fome pro-
per name, by what magic art you endow
them with their all fanative powers, by which
you advertifers fo readily cure thofe dreadful
difeafes, that phyficians with the fame medi-
cines can be of but little fervice in: you cure
the fcurvy, gout, and rheumatifm (Jaughabie
enongh, diforders as different from each other
as coftivenels from a purging) with the fame
medicine, yet your pretence of curing the
gout is an affront to reafon, common fenfe,
and all phylofophy and knowledge of phy-
fick ; and I, who profes fome little infight

of
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of the matter, am offended at your infolent
lgnorance and impofition. Mr. Spiltbury a-
voids giving the pedigree of his own medi-
cine— it is of the Maredant or Norton breed,
lineally and clofely defcended ; it bears a
ftrong family refemblance, notwithftanding
the pains and expence of Mr. Spilfbury in
education and drefs, (fince he, with all his
endearing qualities, Kindly took it under his
proteétion) which, like education in com-
mon, only gives a fuperficial outfide appear-
ance, and leaves the morofenefs of temper
and difpofition unaltered at bottom, which it
does not fail to fhew whenever there is pro-
per opportunity for it to exert itfelf, and
which it often does, to the great terror and
injury of thofe who, by Mr. Spilfbury’s fair
recommendation, entertain it, receive it into
their families, look upon it, and zake 7z for
2 bofom friend; for it is maintained at a
great expence by robbery and depredation,
and though it’s common walk 1s pocket-pick-
ing, yet fomectimes, if a powerful refiftance
is not made, it will be daring and barbarous
encugh to commit murder,

E 2 | Mr,
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Mr. Spilfbury, in {upport of the value and.
credit of advertifed medicines, that they are
the fame as in common ufe in the fhops,
gives fome inftances: Firft, the wonderful
Turlington’s Balfam of Life, and the Fryar's
Balfam, which the public have been paying
(if we may here believe M. Spil{bufy) at
leaft one thou&nd pounds a year to be in-
formed of, as mighty fecrets; yet all the
while the Zraumatic Balfam, to be had in
every fhop at lefs than a twelfth of the ad-
vertifer’s price. If, fays Mr. Spilfbury, “that
¢¢ of the thops be a gcod and recommend-
s¢ able medicine, can that of the venders be
¢ a bad one? Our reafon, not our prejudice
‘¢ is to guide in this, and anfwer the quef-
¢ tion,” To be fure, this is not fo hazard-
ous a medicine for people unacquainted with
phyfick to quack themfclves with as prepa-
rations of mercury, yet it is not on all occa-
fions as the advertifement befpeaks it, a fafe
and recommendable medicine; and I would
alk Mr. Spilfbury, if he had a mind to take
it, or ufe this medicine, if he would be fool
tnﬂ!,lgh_ to give Mr. Tu:'lingmn three or four

{hillings
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fhillings for what he might have in any fhop
for as many pence > His reafon, and not his
prejudice, I fuppofe, would guide him here,
Next he openly owns (p. xxiv,) the im-
pofition on the public in Hill’s Pectoral Bal-
fam of Honey, Chymical Droeps, Lozenges,
Effence of Coltsfoot, &c, &c. being nothing
but the Paregoric Elixir of the fhops, a little
difguifed, a fpecies of fraud thefc honeft fel-
lows, he fays, pra&ice with no other view
but to have an opportunity to publith, with
fuccefs to their purpofe, a well known and
fafe remedy, as if it were a Noflrum of their
own invention, Here, in the inflance of the
Pe&oral Balfam of Honey as it is advertifed,
Mr. Spilbury is miftaken ; it is not the fame
-as the Paregoric Elixir, the Balfam of Honey
is a tinGure of Balfam of Tolu in f{pirits of
wine, and nothing elfc; and this balfam, if
taken in hectical heats and confumptions, to
have any material effells, thofe effects will be
injurious ; it is a medicine now not ufed by

phyficians in fuch Diforders.
In the laft century, Mr. Spilfbury informs

us, an 1mprudr:,nt ufe of the Peruvian Bark
¢ having
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having been attended with bad confequen-
ces, had brought this valuable remedy into
difefteem, difrepute, and difgrace; but a-
bout the fame time an Englith gentleman
at Paris, had acquired fuch a prodigious
reputation by the ufe of a certain medi-
cated wine of his own preparation, that
Lewis XIV. ordered a large fum of mo-
ney to be offered to this gentleman (Sir
Robert Talbot) for his fecret; and then,
fays he, what did the fo famous medicine
prove to be, nothing but the peor old dif-
carded Bark itfelf : and where, therefore,
did the merit lie; was it in a different, a
new, a more fenfible, more rational mode
of preparing this vegetable, a method bet-
ter fuited to it’s conftituent qualities 7 No,
not at all, but in the mere method of ma-
naging it, the fole procefs of adminiftra~
tion.” And it is this prudent, or improper

adminiftration, that makes every medicine be-
neficial or hurtful; it is by this prudent ufe
phyficians avoid thofe injuries to their patients

which not unfrequently happen to the takers

of medicines, by the recommendation of an

adver-
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advertifement, even though that advertifement
be Mr. Spilfbury’s,

One example more Mr, Spilbury withes

to give, of frefher date. “ One Keyfer, of
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German extraction, {urgeon to a French
marching regiment in the war before laft,
finding that almoft the whole army was
fired with the poifon of the venereal dif-
order, thought it his duty to contrive a
method for contracting all the beneficial
qualities of mercury“in fo fmall and com-
modious a compafs as to be adminiftered to
his numerous patients, and make them reap
all the advantages of it, without any inter~
fering with the duties of their profeffion:
he luckily then invented fome pills, (which
he denominated Dragees) by means of
which he performed the moft furprizing

““ cures, and faved the lives of many hun-

dreds of his Sovereign’s fubjeéts from the
knife of corrupted venery; and fince ac-
quired, before his death, a confiderable for-
tune in Paris, during the following peace.
Thefe pills found alfo their way into this
country in his life-time.,” There was no

fort
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fort of occafion, however, for thefe plils trg
velling fo far, when we had plenty of the
medicine Mr. Spilbury informs us they are
made of; (calcined mercury) and in daily
ufe; and being 2 mercurial medicine, is liable
to all the objections of Mr. Spilfbury’s drops ;
and I fuppofe Mr. Spilfbury wiil not allow of
their being the fafer medicine of the two,
and by whomever they are ftill patronized to
the ufe of quackery, they are ftill too fre-
quently fubje&ts of abufe and injury to their
takers, as the advertifer knows not, nor does

not make the conftitution of the patient,
¢ It is then, fays Mr. Spilfbury, evident to
¢« the blindeft genius, to the moft obtufe
« capacity,” that it is not, as they would
¢ make us believe, a true and difinterefted
“ Jove for mankind and the good of fociety,
¢ which make the faculty rave fo much a-
« oainft what they are pleafed to call guack
“ medicines, but only and truly the fole dif-
¢ pleafure of fecing the art of hea]ing grow-
« ing fo cafy, and their confequence finking
¢ in proportion; they fee with an aching
 Lieart, (they fee with an aching beart,
very
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very gramimatical to be fure) in the in-
creafe and multiplicity of fuch fuccefsful
medicines, the portending harbingers of
an immenfe and nigh Aovering decreafe of
their revenues.” Ha! this is laughable
enough, how the bullets here retort! Long
as the great increafe and multiplicity of fuc-
cefsful medicines have been advertifed, the
~phyficians have not yet fuffered in their bu-
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finefs and revennes; fuch misfortunes and
aching hearts are not yet amongft them ; but
Mr. Spilfbury prophecies they are nigh, Ao-
wering : Aye, in Mr. Spilfbury’s advertife-
ments and difpenfary, where he cures all the
poor gratis, and the rich can afford to buy
his medicine, notwithftanding his rife of the
price ; and indeed it cannot be denied but the
phyficians have loft fome patients, (and for
ever too) by means of advertifed medicines:
Mr. Scawen and Dr, Gold{mith never will
employ them again, and fome others that
have not fo publicly made it known,
«« As this was a recent fac, fays Mr. Spilf-
« bury, (p. xxx.) tranfacted before our own
« eyes, within a few years, I had in this
5} caufe
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¢« caule (Keyfer’s pills) a good opportunity
 of fighting that of almoft all others; be-

<

fides this account moft evidently thews the
““ true occult fource whence fprings that in-

¢

¢ veterate enmity which our much-boafted,
““ regular-bred phyficians bear to every ad-
¢« vertifed medicine, fo that now fuch an ex-
““ ample is enough to open the eyes of the
‘« public upon their condu&.” Yes, it is
neceflary for Mr. Spilfbury, that the public
open their eyes to read his pamphlet and ad-
vertifements, and at the fame time, lay their
reafon and underftanding faft afleep, that they
may not percelve the empirical ‘trick and de-
ceit.  °° What low, mean, and vile ‘felfifh-
‘< nefs, what interefted views do you difcover
“ to candid and indifferent obfervers; fince,
““ becaufe an efficacious remedy is not left in
¢¢ your hands, but paffes into thofe of fuch
¢ as will adminifter it to the aflli¢ted with-
““ out the fees of confultation, &c. you had
¢ rather fee all your patients die withcut af-
‘“ fiftance, than it be faid you have recom-
* mended fuch a remedy to them, or ufed
¢ it yourfelves in any of your prefcriptions.”

I think

"
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I think Mr. Spilfbury not long fince told us,.
““ that the advertifed medicines were in the

[ 4

-

hands of phyficians, and only craftily taken
““ by the advertifers and difguifed a little, a
¢ fpecies of fraud they pra&ice, with no
¢ other view but to publith, with fuccefs to

¢ their purpofe,” (the purpofe of impofition
then to be fure) * fuch a remedy, as if it
*“ were a noffrum of their own invention.”
“Why, then, gs thefe medicines are in the
hands of phyficians, in every fhop, and in
daily ufe, what does Mr. Spilfbury here
mean ? He furely would not have phyficians
order fuch medicines, when they think them

fafe and proper, in the difguifed- form and
¢ Notwithftanding

name of quackery.
‘e (wuufd any one believe it, and what a

« contradiion) innumerable almoft are the
¢« quack medicines which, either pofitively
¢ coming from regular-bred phyficians, or
« from other quarters, have however, fo far
¢ got the better of their oppofition, as to
¢« meet with their general approbation, be
« recommended by them, and even admitted

« into their repofitory.”  Contradiction in-
F 2 deed,
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deed; in one page Mr. Spilfbury accufes the
phyficians of the vile felfithnefs of letting
their patients die, rather than ufe an adver-
tifed medicine; in the next, he tells us, in-
numerable are the quack medicines that meet
with their general approbation, are recom-
mended by them, and even admitted in their’
repofitory ¢ if this is not contradic¢tion, where
{hall we find it ; but does not Mr. Spilfbury’s
inamph]et bear fuch firong empirical marks
through the whole of it? ¢ For, befides

y

thofe already taken nctice of, we have got
¢ again as ftanding ones, that is to fay, flill
“ fold and advertifed in the quack manner,
““ and neverthelefs recommended by the fa-
“ culty, Daffy’s Elixir, in the fhops under
¢¢ the appellation of Tin&ture of Sena, the
¢ Beaume de Vie, Dr. James’s Powder, An=
t¢ derfon’s Pills, Stoughton’s Drops, in the
* fhops under the name of Bitter Tincture,
*“ the Vinegar of the Faur Thieves:” But
the Dafty’s Elixiv advertifed, with Mr. Spil{-
bury’s leave, 1s not the fame medicine as the
Tincture of Sena of the fhops, the advertis

fers
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fers prepare it with Buckthorn Juice (being
cheaper) for the purging ingredient, inftead
of Sena; this Mr. Spilibury may inform him-
felf of (if he does not already know it) at
any of the herb fhops in the Buckthorn fea-
fon, fuch vaft quantities as he will then fee
there are not ufed by the faculty, it being
now almoft out of ufe, (except in ftables and

kennels) on account of it’s roughfiefs and
naufeoufnefs.

Mr, Spilfbury informs us,
(p. viii.) the venders of advertifed medicines
adhere with a fcrupulous and never- failing
punétuality to the recipe of every preparation,
and in ufing every ingredient, the very beft of
it’s kind : this inftance of fraud in the pre-
paration of Dafty’s Elixir is given, to thew
how far the affertion of a quack is to be re-
lied on.

Mr. Spilfbury next proceeds to examine the
medicinal virtues of mercury and antimony,
fo T muft beg my readers patience to attend
with me to his pretty ftories' on thefe mine-
rals.  Mr. Spilfbury reckons fublimate the
beft and fafeft of all mercurial preparations,
but when, he confeffes, it is in judicious
hands 5
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hands; many of Mr. Spilfbury’s patients I
believe are zhoroughly convinced of this, that

it

is fafe only in judicious hands, and more

judicious than a news - paper advertifc_ment.

¢
[ 11
144
s
&t
rds
14
[ 11
«
11
[ § 1
L1
l_‘
(11

fc

Some weak geniufles, Mr. Spilfbury in-
forms us, make their appearance now and
then, who, in compliance to the prejudices
and circumftances of the times, have the
foible of advertifing their medicines as def-
titute of mercury, antimony, and other un-
fortunate mineral or vegetable, which for
the time may happen to be in difgrace ;
while at the fame time, thefe ingredients

. are the very foundation of their medicines,

and they could not manufaétu;e them with-
out that portion of their receipts; they for-
get that there is no mediéine of any note
or efficacy, which does not carry it’s par-
ticular chara&eriftic along with it,” (Mr.

Spilbury, I fuppofe, forgot this, when he told
his Suffex patient his drops had no mercury

in

Fid

them) ¢ a charaderiftic which will always
be found out by the {mell, by the tafte, or

by the eftects, therefore a mere aflertion or
¢ declaration, that fuch or fuch an ingredient

does
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** does not enter into the compofition of ‘fuch
*“ a medicine is not enough to be credited,”
(even we find tho’ that declaration be made
by Mr. Spilbury.) ¢ There is this very
“ plain, and, however, true obfervation to
*“ be made on advertifed medicines, viz. that
¢ all the treafures of Peru beftowed in ad-
< vertifements and puffings of a b2d medi-
““ cine, in itfelf bad, abfolutely bad, will not
avail one farthing towards it’s fale.”” That

L

L1

is a miftake, according to the information of
one well verfed in the bufinefs; powder of
poft, or any thing fo far good as to be harm-
lefs, in itfelf bad, abfolutely bad, and good for
nothing, being well advertifed, will fell much
better than ever fo good a medicine poorly
advertifed ; f{o that it is the advertifement does
the bufinefs, and not the medicine.

¢ Many a miftake, and many an error
« have been committed, fometimes through
‘¢ the hurry, and more often through the ig-

E

norance of the fervants of the thops, which
have killed the patients, inftead of reliev-
¢ ing them ; through hurry, miftakes have
# been committed by puting a wrong label
round
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*« reund the neck of a bottle, &c. &¢. thro’
¢ ignorance, ipnumerable miftakes and errorg
“ have been, and daily are committed in the
‘¢ fhops, by fervants, apprentices, and fhop-
“ men taking out of a wrong pot, or bottle,
‘ and fending a rank poifon to patients, which
¢ kill them almoft fuddenly, with the draught
¢ in their mouth, before one half has had
“ time to get down their throat: thefe ac-
* cidents never did, never can happen with
‘ the venders of advertifed medicines.” Naor
they never happened any where, but in the

fertile, invention of Mr. Spiﬂbury’s
brain : I know the conduét and manner of
tranfacting bufine(s in the firft fhops in the
kingdom, where bufinefs is managed with
fuch order and regularity, that it is almoft
impoffible for a miftake to happen. ¢ And
¢ the ingredients and drugs they (the adver-
¢ tifers) ufe, are always the very beft of the
“¢ fort which can pofiibly be got for money,
 without any regard to the price; and their
¢ remedies are compofed with the greateft
“ care and moft f{crupulous attention to the
¢ formule or prefcriptions of the inventor : ¥’

I have
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(I have taken notice of one exception to ths
rule in the Daffy’s Elixir of the warchoufes,
which cuftom of the advertifers 1 {fuppofe
Mr. Spilfbury is not acquainted with, or a
man of his endearing qualifications, as huma-
nity, generofity, and tender feelings, &c. &c.
would not rifk or forfeit his honour, his inte-
grity, his reputation, and good name, in de-
ceiving and betraying the public into an un-
worthy confidence on the venders of adver-
tifed medicines.) ¢ Contrary to this, the
“ draughts which are compofed in the {hops
“ are too often made of old, ftale, and ftill
«¢ more often, fpurious drags, which are fub-
« ftituted for the good and genuine ones,
« either thro’ a fpirit of lazinefs, or thro’ a
¢ fordid fpirit of intereft and avarice.” That
this may not, in a very few inftances, be the
cafe, I cannot take upon me to deny; a per-
fon of a fordid, avaricious turn, will not fail
to fatisfy his paffion for money in any opper-
tanity., Covetioufnefs is a poifon lodged In
«¢ the foul, it contaminates and deftroys every
¢ thing that is good in it; It is no loonek
“ rooted there, than all honour and huncf“ﬂ-:}?
_ G ny
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¢e=fly before the face of it,” * But from my
own knowledge, which is pretty extenfive in.
this particular, I can fay fuch a condu& in
fhops is extremely rare; every thing of the
beft is fought for, as the books of their
wholefale dealers would fhew, and the com-
pany of apothecaries are chiefly fupplied from
their hall, where no fpirit of lazinefs nor pe-
nury intereft prejudicially operates, the beft of
every article is always procured, and every
medicine is prepared with the greateft punc-

tuality and exadinefs.
¢ But, will fome again fay, did not ever
¢ any of the advertifed medicines kill or hurt
¢¢ thofe who made ufe of them? To be {ure,
“ fays he, fome have, nay, morcover, all
¢ may, and why not pray #” There can be
no reafon given I am fure, why they may
not bave this kindly effe®. ¢¢ By a medicine
¢ being advertifed, fays Mr. Spilfbury, for
¢ fuch or fuch a particular diforder, and ng
‘¢ .other, the patient knows then what he
‘ takes, he is pofitively fure that that medi-
¢ cine is made for that diforder; he knows
bty

%# See {_‘_Ecr_:momy of Human Life.
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belt whethér or not he is afliGed with
fuch a one: if; on the contrary, he is not
affliGted with that diforder this medicine is
prepared for removing, and infifts upon
taking of it, he is a fool, he himfelf com-
¢ mits the miftake.” That he is not un-
fikely to do, though yet no fool’; for without
taking notice of other inftances, wherein is
“equal difficulty, T would afk Mr. Spilfbury,
how often is it the patient cannot, nay, when
is it he can know himfelf, whether his dif-
order be the gout ot the rtheumatifm?  Tam

y

LT
et
6c

41

apprehenfive it would be very often beyond
even Mr. Spilfbury’s fkill and judgment in
difeafes, to diftinguith thefe cafes; but he has
hit off this difficulty, by adapting his medi-
cine for both, which, to be fure, is a knack
in phyfick the faculty are not mafters of,

Mr. Spilfbury, now and then, quotes fome
eminent phyfical authors; but partially in
common, to make the quotation ferve his
purpofe. Dr. Quincey, fays he, fpeaks thus
of preparations of mercury and antimony :
¢ [t is by thefe that many empiricks have got
‘¢ great fame, when perfons of learning and

Gz judgment
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¢« judgment are backward in adventuring on
¢ things where there is any hazard, though
““ thefe by a fkiful hand never do bharm.”
Mr. Spilfbury would have us here with him
to wreft the fenfe of the author, and under-
ftand a fkilful band as the preparer of the
medicine. ( ““ It is true, (p. xlix.) but we
¢ have faid all along, that thefe remedies re-
¢ quire a fkilful and judicious hand ; and w,
¢ have proved that they were fkilful, they

« were judicious, thofe hands which firft

L]

‘ prepared the quack medicines which con-
¢ tain fome of thefe dangerous ingredients.”)
But that is not all meant, any apprentice boy
may be as capable of that as Mr. Spilibury
himfelf ; the fkilful hand is in the ufe of the
medicine. Dr. Huxham, in his Obfervations
on Antimony, exprefles himfelf thus: “ Now,
¢ fays he, in this liquid preparation the re-
“ guline part is already diffolved and moft
¢ exquilitely attenuated, fo that it pafles into
the blood with the utmoft facility; it
fhould be moreover obferved, that in this
¢ form antimony may be given in the moft
“ agreeable manner, without even being per_

ceived,
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ceived, or creating any more diftafte than
the wine it was made on: Should it be

imagined that this medicine, being fo fafe

 and eafy, can have no great efficacy as an

alterative and diaphoretic, I anfwer, tha,
as it is capable, in a proper dofe, of irrita-
ting the ftomach and inteflines fo ftrongly,
it cannot be fuppofed, even in very fmall
dofes, to lie inacive in the fanguineous and
lymphatic arteries; and both feems, and
eventually is, exceedingly well calculated to
ftimulate and fcour the whole vafcular fyf-
tem, &c. &c.” And thus fays Mr. Spill-

bury: ¢ A great many authorities, fram the
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greateﬁ Doctors, might be colletted, to
evince the merits of thofe two exquifitely

. excellent minerals, Mercury and Antimo-

ny; but it is hoped that, without tref-
paffing any longer on the patience of our

readers, the few here colle@ed together

will prove fully fufficient, to jufiify thofe
two lately difparaged ingredients of the
materia medica, and their employers, from
the doubts raifed againft their fafety, and
the malicious afperfions which Dr. Gold-

| {mith’s
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“ {mith’s and Mr. Scawen’s cafes had unjuftly
““ given ah oppdrttinity to a certain party to
¥ thmw&“gﬁ‘ln& them, in order to prejudice
¢ the mind of that part of the generality
“ which is unconverfant withr the virtues or
*¢ vices of drugs, and the nature of pharma-
*» ‘What malice or ins
juftice can M. Spilfbury make out, has been

“ centical preparations.

thrown out againft advertifed medicines from
Dr. Goldfmith’s and Mr. Scawen’s Lafes;
when he himfelf acknﬂwledges their deaths
to be occafioned by an 1mpmper ufe of quack
medicines, and no other prejudices nor atpctf:.
fions have been raifed againft them? ‘And tha[:
being truth and juftice, all’ the ‘autBorities
Mr. Spilibury can quote wﬂl{ avail nﬂthmg
towards removing them : Dr., Huxham will
not ferve his tarn, he finifhes his T'reatife on
Antimony thus, “ But after all, it is not this
« or that medicine or preparation will cure a
a d1{'eafe~, unlefs prudently ufed; a man, fa}rs
“ he, may as well know hﬂW to make a
s hatchf:t a hammer, or a ﬁiw as a Che-
“ mift how to make fuch or fuch particular
‘ medicines, and yet the firft may be as far

from
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¢ from being a good carpenter, as the fecond
*“ from being 2 good phyfician; the arca-
“ num is, bow fo ufe them.” And on an-
other occafion, this great and good phyfician
and man, well knowing the danger, moft
ftrongly and feelingly cautions the public e-
gainft the unhappy accidents that happened to
Dr. Goldfmith and Mr. Scawen: ¢ As for
¢ thofe, fays he, who neither realon nor re-
¢ fle&, but pradtice by rote and prefcribe at
¢ a venture, I would ferioufly recommend
“ them to perufe the [fixth commandment.”
And now, wh;tﬁcr this advice of Mr. Spilf-
bury’s favourite author is not applicable to
M. Spilfbury and his brethren ; for if quack-
ing with a medicine, and tI"zmwing it into
the hands of the public by advertiiements, is
not pra@ifing by rote and preferibing at a ven-
ture, 1 knuw not what is, nor Mr, Spilfbury
I believe cannot tell me.

M. Spilfbury having thus fought the long
pendent caufe of quacks and their medicines,
and gained the day, procecds to fome account
of himfelf and his own remedy, the nature of
it’s compofition, it’s cifects, &c, (Here Iam
: ’ pu glad
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glad to have had it.in my power to acquaint
him with fome'very material circumftances,
which, it feems, were entirely unknown to
him.) But, firft, he communicates a few re-’
flections on the fcurvy and gout: In rambling
over an incoherent, unintelligible ftory of the
fcurvy, he makes fome childifh, unfupported:
attacks on the conduct and method of the fa-
culty in treating diforders, neither of which
meriting confideration, we come to the gout.
The gout, *“ a well-known diforder by it’s
¢ dreadful effects, is notwithftanding, ac-
‘¢ knowledged to be uninveftigated yet as for'
¢ it’s caufe, or rather it’s nature; however,
¢ this muft be underftood no further, than
‘¢ that nothing certain yet and demonftrated
* to pellucid evidence can be faid to have
*“ been difcovered concerning it, for pretty
‘¢ rational conjeCtures may be, and have in-
¢« deed been really formed, which, although
“ they cannot be confidered as amounting al-
“ together to mathematical demonitration,’
“ help however, {o well to account for the
« ravages it produces in the human frame,’
¢ that, with their affiftance,  fuch precepts-

may
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may be given, fuch prefcriptions laid down,
as, when obferved, will infallibly prove
falutary enough to afford relief; and, if
purfued and adhered to with perfeverance
and fedatenefs, might, I think, produce,
in time, a perfet cure alfo,” O! ye no-

ble and honourable company of arthritics, lay
down your crutches, and jump for joy! ¢ As
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for my part, continues Mr, Spil{bury, with-
out being willing to prefume on my own
abilities on the fubje@, nor to afflume the
airs of an inveftigator of thofe fecret caufes
which proved the ftumbling block of
many others before me, I will only hum-
bly declare, that; as well as I can judge
from Jong practice and experience, the gout
appears to me to take it’s fource from one
and the fame principle with what is vul-
garly called the land fcurvy, viz. intempe-
rance in appetite, accumulated indigeftions,
(loth, and want of exercife; the dificrence,
lies in the effe@s only refulting from this
fimilitude of principles. Is that effect a
coarfe, heavy, flimy humour which pafles
into the bloed ? The fcurvy then, attended

H with
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with all it’s ufual and dreadful appendages,
that is to fay, ulcers, dry and moift {curfs,
eruptions, pimples, &c, is the confequence.
Is it, on the contrary, a fermentation in the
firft refervoirs of the ftomach? (A fer-.
mentation we all know very well is always
attended with a volatilization of the moft
fubtile particles of the putrified matter.)
Then it is thofe volatilized particles of that
four, fermented, undigefted food, which
pafs into the blood, and produce thofe ra-
vages {o well known under the name of
the gout : if, therefore, fays he, you con-
tinue to afk me now what I think the
gout 15, I anfwer, I firmly believe it is
nothing but a fubtile, volatile, corroding
{pirit, raifed from the fermentation of fun-
dry multifarious, incoherent, incompatible
foods, corrupted to fournefs and putrefac-
tion in the firft refervoirs of the ftomach,
before that diffolution, or, which is the
fame, regular and perfe@ digeflion could
take place.” Now here we have fo ra-.

tional, {enfible, clear, intelligible, ingenious,

well- founded, and perfe& an account of the

gout,
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gout, that every Reader muft comprehend
from it a clear idea of the nature of that dif-
order; and, I fuppofe, as Mr. Spilfbury fre-
quently mentions his long praice and great
experience, that he has certainly been in an
elevated flation in phyfick, and zhe Doétor
being otherwife taken up himfelf, employed
his * pickle-berring to draw up this account
of the gout. ¢ And this, I believe, will nog
- ¢¢ be found either contradiGtory to, or even
¢ difcordant with, the excruciating pains it
“ caufes in the affected parts, nor with the
¢ {wellings and inflammations by which thofe
¢ pains are accompanied : to be more pun-
¢ gent {4l in my defcription, I will compare
¢ the gout again to the bite of a viper.”
This furely, Mr. Spilfbury, is being too pun-
gent in your comparifon, as the life of thofe
bitten by a viper is almoft immediately de-
ftroyed, or is in imminent danger ; and thofe
afflicted with the gout, (excepting their {uf-
fering from the local pains and inflammations)

often enjoy good healh, and live with it to a
great

* The common appellation given to a Mountebank’s
Merry-Andrew, or merry fellow,
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great age. But a little further he tells us the
““ gout is in faét a nervous diforder, which
¢ puts on more fhapes and forms than we have
“ been aware of, fince it has been miftaken
‘¢ often for hyftericks, hypochondriac affec-

tions, cholic, rheumatifm, and other low-
< nefs of fpirits; all diforders indeed which
¢ are nothing but the very gout itfelf.” Why
Mr. Spilthury is certainly a great mafter of
the gout, for he makes it, and unmakes it,
and makes it jult what he pleafes: but as he
acknowledges even his judgment has been de-
ceived, and has taken it for other diforders,
how are his patients, or people in common,
to know when they have this particular difor-
der his medicine is adapted for. He fays,
“ If the patient 1s ‘not afflited with that dif=
«¢ order his medicine is prepared for remove-
“ ing, and infifts wpon taking it, he is a
¢ fool.” Now, fure, here is a droll piece
of feverity, in Mr. Spilfbury’s making his
patients fools or fuicides, for being only mift
taken in what he acknowledges even his own
acute judgment has failed ; and from this ac-
knowledgment I am greatly apprehgnﬁ#e Mr.

Spilfbury

L 11
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Spilfbury, or the patient, has been miftaken
in the gouty cafe he is now fo frequently and
plaufibly alluding to (Capt. Evans’s) in South
Wales.

. % There is another grand caufe of the gout
¢ and fcurvy, which I would not forget to
mention, and which is, our victuals turne
ing {our on our ftomach, an accident which
¢ is notified to us by that acid matter which
is fometimes thrown up, and which fets
¢ our tecth on edge; or, again, by the {mell
# of rotten eggs, and the ftinking of our
¢¢ breath, owing to an alkaline ftate of our
¢ food in the firft refervoirs.”  Mr, Spilfbury
is fo pleafing and inftru&ing in every thing he
fays, that it would be pity indeed he fhould
forget any thing ; but if the grand caufe of

41
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the gout is a prevalent acid in the ftomach,
how happens it alfo’ from this alkaline ftate?
How can fuch contrary caufes produce a fimi-
lar effed ?

¢¢ There is between minerals and vegeta-
« bles, Mr. Spilfbury informs us, the fame
¢« Jifference as between the impetuous fiery
¢ horfe and the peaceable dull mule; the
: fuft
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* firft of which, if you are a good horfe-
¢ man or driver, will, by one fingle leap
“ timely applied, extricate you from the moft
¢ imminent danger, when on the brink of a
““ well, or in the middle of a confufed hel-
‘¢ ter fkelter of carriages, at the breaking up
“ of an opera, a ball, or a review, &c.
«“ while, whether driven or carried by the
¢ other, you would not but undoubtedly pe-
¢ rith, and be crufhed to atoms by the re-
‘¢ lentnefs of his motions.” Mr. Spilfbury
before, charged the injury any of quack doc-
tors patients fuffered, to an additional grain
they made free with beyond the dofe allow-
ed; here we are to underftand the reafon
why his medicine, or fiery impetuous horfe;
has thrown fome people dowz in a falivation,
is, becanfe they were not good. horfe-men ;
fo I fuppofe, in future, he would recommend
his patients to his neighbour Aftley’s riding-
{chool, before they take in hand his managed
fleed.

“ It will appear perhaps, fays Mr. Spil{-
‘“ bury, a very ftrange paradox to the public, -
“ (though we have already obferved it be-

fore
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fore) to declare that medicines capable of
doing® the moft good,- generally ‘are, and
feldom can be any thing elfe, but rank
poifons.” Why, farfaparilla, Mr. Spilfbury,
bark, quickfilver, and rhubarb, are not rank
poifons, nor no poifons at all, and yet no
medicines are capable of doing more good.
‘““ And though I have had the fatisfadtion to
¢ operate fuch great cures, even in the gout,
I am, notwithftanding, convinced this lat
diforder will, whilt the world exifts, ever
be a fcourge to mankind, in fpite of all
the united efforts of Empiricks and Regu-
¢ lars.” Here I am very much of Mr. Spilf=
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bury’s opinion ; but it is a very ftrange pa-
radox to me, that Mr. Spilfbury tells us of
the mighty cures he has wrought in the gout,
and yet is convinced this diforder will ever be
a fcourge to mankind, or be incurable; for
the diforder being once and ever the fame,
the Tame remedy that fucceeds in one cafe
will in another; as fulphur does in the itch,
mercury in the venereal difeafe, bark in the
ague, Sec,

¢ In
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< In the gout and rheumatifin, fays Mr,
# Spilfbury, -a great deal can be faid"in be_
¢ half of thefe drops, and I believe equal at
¢ leaft to any pretender.,” We are fully fa-
tisfied Mr. Spilibury is equal ‘to any one in
pretences, for he is all pretence, and nothing
further. <¢ In fummer time a cool acid drink',
¢ when it agrees with the conftitution, is

¢ very proper, and it will be found generally
to agree, as moft of the gouts are of an

g
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alkaline nature.” The gout is a ftrange
variable diftemper with Mr. Spilfbury ; juft
now he told us it was occafioned by a predo-
minant - fournefs or-acid upon the ftomach,
now -it is an alkaline, by and' by perhaps’ it
will be both acid and alkaline, ‘or' neither ;
or are we to underftand it;" alkaline in fum-
mer and acid in winter? ¢ People ‘fhould
¢ be more cautious in recommiending certain
¢ .diets or remedies to others, on that {ole
‘ ground that they themfelves have received
‘¢ great benefit from them, for they may very
« well fail with others, although they have
¢ fucceeded with them, and that by the fole:
‘¢ reafon of difference of conftitution ; there~

fore,
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¢ erE, now, with a candour in which 1}
“ glory the rhore, as it is lefs expected from
“ a man of my profeffion, * 1 will further
¢ declare, that the above reafons are the
 fame why fome of the advertifed medi-
“ cines, though really good in themfelves,
“ and abfolutely capable of effeCting a cure
« in the cafes for which they are calculated,
¢ are {fometimes, however, found to fail of
¢ fuccefs with certain people, who in trying
¢ of another medicine of the fame ftamp,
“ and prepared for the fame purpofe by an-
¢ other advertifer, will happily be cured ;
¢ the failure of the firft, confidered in it's
« true light, is no more a detriment to it’s
¢ merit and charaer, than the fuccefs of the
¢ fecond is a proof of it’s fuperiority In point
s¢ of efficacy over the firft; the whole ought

¢ to be charged to the account of the confti-
tution

* To be fure, fuch candour as we meet with in Mr.
Spilfbury is very rare amongft men s:ff his clafs; but we-
do not fo much wonder at it in him, as we have been
given to underftand, he is a full exception to the gene-
rality, in his profefing in fo high a degree the endearing
qualities of veracity, humanity, and benevolence,

I



[ 66 ]
¢ tution of the patient who has taken them;
“ and to nothing elfe; for it i$ an undoubted
« truth, though, I fear, little attended to by
¢ the faculty, that, to produce a cure, a the-
¢ dicine ought to be as much adapted to the
nature of the conftitution of the patient to

“
¢ whom it is adminiftered, as the aliments
¢ ought to be adapted to the nourifhment
‘ thereof.” The faculty Mr. Spilfbury fears,
negleét this moft effential part of phyfick, and
I think, acknowledges it is impoffible it can
be attended to. in the mode of adminiftering
quack medicines; fo that the public’s health
between both is very fhabbily indeed taken
care of. * And a further proof of my affer-
“ tion is, that the fame reciprocity of adver-
¢ tifements have often been feen from two
¢ rival and antagonift proprictors, producing
againft each other acknowledgments of gra-
titude addrefled to them for benefits receiv-
ed by the medicines of the one, after hav-
ing unfuccefsfully ufed that of the other:
¢ But, will fome fay, does not this declara-

11
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tion prove precifely the objection of the
“ danger which is faid to attend the ufe of
fuch
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fuch powerful medicines ? Does it not
plainly juftify the cry raifed againft them,
fince all conflitutions by your own confef-

¥

-

Wy

[

L.

£C

fion are not alike, and fince the variety

‘¢ cannot be introduced in a medicine pre-

1

e

pared in large quantities at a time for the
ufe of thoufands? To which I anfwer in
¢ the negative, and fay No.” (Mr. Spilfbury
is however, here, deficient in his ufual can-

L

" dour, or he would certainly have anfwered in
the affirmative, and faid Yes.) ¢ It juftifies
¢ nothing of the ufual exclamations raifed
¢ aoainft thofe medicines, and that for three
¢ reafons: Firft, Becaufe the chief and prin-
“ cipal care of the compofers or preparers of
¢ thofe medicines always 1s, to neutralize, ag
“ much as pnﬁible, the acid or alkaline quas
¢¢ lities of the ingredicnts which enter into
« the compofition of their medicines, Dby
« blending them with a due proportion of
« their contrarieties or correctors, fo as to
¢ leave them no fuch fufficient ftrength.”
But then this muft, according to Mr. 59111‘-
bury’s own opinion, be rendering the medi-
cine good for nothing : Mr. Spilfbury here

I2 {eems
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feems to hint, that he depends on fuccefs in
his medicine from it’s acid or alkaline quality;

and then in the rheumatifm or gout it cannot

be of any ufe, becanfe thefe difeafes are not
occafioned by either the one or the other,—

Mr. Spilfbury’s fecond reafon is, ‘¢ Becaufe
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in the bill of dire€tions, which never fail
being delivered along with thofe medicines,
a proper caution and charge are always gi-
ven, and ftrongly infifted upon, to begin
the ufe of the medicine firft with fuch-a
particular quantity, (and that quantity it-is
to be obferved by the bye; is always the
{malleft poffible, and fuch arene indeed as
would hz_mill;.l make any impreﬂinn on the
ftomach of a lark) then to increafe the dofe
gradually, according to the fcale of quanti-
ties given, to fuch a parncular and fpec:ﬁed
pitch, and no further, fhould it even agree
never {o well beyond it ; and that if at any

“of the prefcribeﬂ dofes the Patient fhnul&

find that the medicine does not agree with
his ftomach, to retrograde back to that par-
ticular dofe 'which he did find to agree

e bcﬂ -and fuch direGions, when duly at-

tended
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* tended and adhered to, fit, as we may fee,
“ thofe forts of medicines to a/moff all forts
“ of conftitutions.” But, with Mr. Spilf-
bury’s leave, and we may ufe our own eyes,
inftead of feeing with his in this matter ; we
fee very clearly fuch medicines do not fit al-
moft all conftitutions, for is there no damage
to be done to the conftitution but the ftomach
muft be firft affected ? Surely that is not al-
ways the weakeft part, but the inteftines,
perhaps the lungs, or the nervous fyftem,
may receive the firft injury, or perhaps from
a cold a violent fever may enfue, without any
warning from the ftomach: and this refuta-
tion of your fecond reafon, Mr. Spilfbury, is
not theory only, but the cafes of your pa-
tients I have mentioned in Suffex ftand good
to confirm the fact; and thefe happened too
fince your capital and long ftudied improve-
ment of your drops.— ‘¢ But the third, and ‘a
« yery ftrong reafon why my precedent can-
¢ did declaration does not either authorize, ‘ot
« juftify, the clamours raifed againft the pre-
¢ tended danger attending the ufe of adver-
# tifed PﬂWEI.ﬁ]l medicines 15, again. that 'a

propeg
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« proper regimen of life, and rules of diet,
¢ ére -Prefcri_hed to the patients in general.”’—,
But how is Mr, Spilibury. to hit upon thla
proper regimen of life, and rules of diet, for
3 patient he knows nothing of, any better
than to adapt the medicine. It is but a very
little while fince Mr. Spilfbury told ws, (a
circumﬁanée to be fure we were not aware. qf -
before) that to produce a cure a medicing
ought to be as much adapted to the nature of
the conftitution, as the aliments ought to be
adapted to the nourithment thereof ; yet Mr.
Spilfbury (as he could not advertife without
it) hits off this difficulty in the general, in
the wholefale; but mounted cn this alert mi-
neral of his, or fiery impetuous horfe, he
leaps over every thing; yet I think he feems
here in the midft of a lelter feelter, and that
it would have been more prudent for him te
have leaped afide this tender fubjet to ad-
vertifed medicines, and what they never can
ftand the teft of ; and moreover, thefe three
reafons of Mr. Spilfbury’s, alluding to the
fafety of advertifed medicines, do not only
fall to the ground-in reafoning, but in fadt, -

for
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for his two Suffex patients had the advantage
and fecurity of all thefe cogent rcafons, we
muft fuppofe, in cominon with others, yet
their cafes, and the effe@ of the mediciné,
do authorize and juftify the clamours raifed
againft the danger attending the ufe of advers
tifed powerful medicines. But Mr, Spilibury
having faid and expatiated enough already
~ upon this fubjet, quits it, and we come to
view the plan of his Difpenfary. In the con-
trivance and plan of this Difpenfary our ems
pirical hero feems to have exerted his facul-
ties, and indeed in it he has produced a maf=
ter-piece of quackery; yet I think it impo-
litic of him in this mighty plan of this
mighty, national, and confequential Difpen=
penfary, that from the endearing qualities of
humanity, generofity, and benevolence, he
firft founded, and fill continues at his own
fole expence: I fay, after telling s of all
thefe mighty things, together with fending
daily his drops gratis by quarts, gallons, kegs,
&c. to all parts, it is impolitic to betray any
apprehenfion of being fufpected of puffing,
alias lying; but Mr. Spilfbury cannot avoid

fufpecting
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fufpe@ing himfelf, which will tertamly ocea-

fion others to fufpect him.
-%¢ As-1 have often had nccaﬁmrto mention
““ my Difpenfary-of the time when I firft
‘¢ opened it, &c. &c, I think I fhall not be
«¢‘blamed if, -to prevent being [fufpected of
< ‘having propagated a mere puff, 1 fubmit to
¢¢-the public”'a ‘fhort fketch or plan.,” .This
plan confifts 6f “an ‘invitation to the poor, of
blank-forms" of certificates, letters of applica-
tion; “dnd tickets of admiffion; and Mr. Spilf
bﬁfjf{hislﬁrmlght his Difpenfary and medicine
to fuch a degree of perfection, that he can cure
hm‘tpaﬁ*cnts- ‘of their “difordérs;” though 'thofe
difbrders- be -the evil or- the “gout; as faftras
he cantfill up the blank lettéss, “tickets,” and
certificates ; and moreover 'heengages, for
ever, thus to devote his time for the benefit
of thofe who may be in want of his affift-
ance. ¢ Therefore, fays he, fully fenfible
< how very ferviceable and ' ufeful this far
‘¢ pre-numerous part of the community (the
« poor and induftrious) are ‘to fociety, I do
“ hereby publicly declare, and give notice,
‘e-that, through a principle of humanity and
tendernefs
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 tendernefs for them, I bind myfelf, for
* ever, to keep the following contra& and
articles of agreement, viz. That on Tuef-
days and Fridays, from hine in the morn=
ing to three in the afternoon, I will give
advice and attendance gratis, for ever, at
« my own houfe, to poor perfons of either
 fex, and of any age.” And, however in-
credible this promife and declaration of Mr,
* Spilfbury’s may appear, the public may reft
affured he is as capable, and will as punttu-
ally perform and fulfil it, as almoft any thing
he pretends| to. - S

. And nows-having done his bock, his dif=
penfary, bisymedicine, his phyfical opinions, .
his ; endearing qualifications, &c. &c. all the
juftice in my-powery 1 finith my reply with,
A fommary of - falfities, and contradictions,

contained in Mr. Spilfbury’s pamphlet :
o firft,— The Faculty pever fail,
wherever there is any appearance of lucre to
be drawn, to {end an innumerable quantity ol
ufelefs medicines, (p» ¥1.) My own medi=
cine has not, fo #2y knowledge, done the lealt
harm to any one individual, {p._:{.xxi.}-———Bﬂ--
fore 1 could bring my medicine to it’s prefent
K improved

(14
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improved (tate, it i1s undoubtedly true I com-
mitted many-errors, (p. cXix.) It will coft
fifteen hundred pounds every twelve calendar
months to advertife a medicine well in all the
papers, (p. xxxiil.) The public may judge
of the merit.of a medicine by the frequency
and conftancy of it’s being advertifed. Re-
ceives a letter from a gentleman near Bath,
acknowledging great benefit from his drops in
an old inveterate gout. Candidly owns he
does not know the author, Dr. Strother, a
phyfician, {peaks in favour of quacks and their
medicines,, (p. xlv.) yet cenfures the many
Iyes they propagate, (p. xlvi.)—=—The fear that

the cure of difeafes fhould become eafy, is
the reafon why phyficians railiagainft us ven-
ders of medicines.~~—The phyficians fee with
aching hearts, in the increafe and multiplicity
of advertifed medicines, the decreafe of their
revenues, ——— Phyficians would {ooner fee all
their patients die without afliftance, than re-
Innume-

commend an advertifed medicine.
rable almoft are the quack medicines that meet
with their general approbation, and are re-
commended by them,--—A medicine taken out

of a common difpenfatory, and advertifed and
| impofed
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impofed upon the world as a new rémedy, is
of no confequence to the public. ——The ad-
vertifers of 'medicines always prepare them
with 'the very beft of every ingredient that
can be got, without any regard to the price,
(p.xlviii.) The medicines compofed in the
fhops are often made of old,"ftale, and fpu-
rious drugs. Makesit a point, when afked
 the queftion whether there is any mercury in

the compofition of his drops, to anfwer in the
affirmative, (p.1xii.) ——Denics to a p’atir:nt;
feverely falivated by his drops, thatthey cofi-
fair any 'mercury. —— The faculty conftantly
recopimend cathartids and diaphoretics, be the
comiplaint ‘what it will. The land feurvy
nothing but the"effects of ~ frichts, furfeits,
ind’ other ‘actidénts, inftantaneoufly turning
ATl our blood : —==Orr, the juices which fhould
nourifh ‘the body fagnate, and like ftinking
pools, turn into poifon, —— The gout isa poi~
fon, a true poifon, and 2 moft f{ubtile one,
(p. xciii.)——The gout is 2 nervous diforder ;
has been miftaken for hyftericks, hypochon-
driac affe@ions, cholics, rheumatifms, .and
other lownefs of fpirits; diforders which are

‘nothing indeed but the gout itfelf. ~~— A grand
i IR caufe
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caufe o He feurvy and "geut"i’s' food thrning
four upon- act
why af:!ds and Iemuns are faui to ba hurtful
to perfons afflicted with the gout ; ¥ —— Or it
1s owing to an alkaline &ate of the food in the
firft refervoirs, notified by the finiell of rotten
eggsand ftinking breath. —— All habitual dif-
eafes are owing to nothing but a bad ftate
of the blood, —— Minerals alone contain thofe
powers which can increafe or decreafe the ve-
locity of the circulation of the blood. ~——Me-
-_disigq:,«_s“ta;gp‘a_blc:_ of doing .the moft good geg'g-
zally are, and. feldom can,berany thing elfe
but. rank poifons.——Thoughil have;wrought
fuch great ¢ures in the, gouty; I amy notwith-
ftanding, convinced this difoyder will, whilft
the world exifts, be a fcourge,to.mankind, or
be incurable.———The fafety of ‘my remedy is
fuch, that children ar pregnant women may
take it without the leaft rifk . or danger,
(p-cxxv.)—~——1 promife to give, 4dv1cc and at-
tendance on Tuefda};s and Fndays, Jor ever,
gratis, to poor perfons, at my own hquﬁ:,
(p- exvix) S
- - '
e ;;ffilfi? ﬁf;l'luififfi, '?ppfii?v A mkef

Teg E N D,
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ASSTN-G over fome: t-harigs?%f el -

7. oport to mé)-as the wofud copaplainta.of

15 4 the hardfhips and ctféfpaties aponlidhe

-privilegesvefl theseompany-thefusgeonssfufier,

T begin witts lending my affitance iy theus-

‘tréme difficabbpoint, 2as thisogentloman makes

it, .of afcertaining thole caufes!which fhodld

‘be: the objectif \the “phyficians or ﬁargcéhs

*As ‘althotphyi (ays he, * Surgery is"a

"Jnanual opératlﬂn -and’ chiefly emplbyecf*fn

i external “diforders, there: are many t:{nm}-
+ ‘gical.cafes happen, in which grﬂater e

¢*“dance is tpon the head than the Ihan& E"

Or, parhaps he m:lght have faid, i}}ere are

many mfes in furger}r, in wh:gﬁ géatg; good
is
I

5
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is to be done by the internal ufe of ':'rii:iihi'i:incg
than by local application; for I thould fup-
pofe, and hope, the furgeon’s hand isias much
guided by his head as.is the pen of. the phy-
fician ; but yet the direétion and management
of internal means is moft clearly and certainly
the part of the phyfician, left the furgeon,
not {o well acquainted with the conftitution
of .the patient, or the general. effe@ of the
medicines he would' give, may do the patient
more lafting injury, whilft he is endeavouring
to relieve him from fome local .external com-
plaints and this I {uppofe is the g:ammﬂnf,me.
thod of . proceeding with: the/imeft: eminent
practitioners more efpecially, and-in:the gens
teeleft bufinefs: and I think theifurgeon here
fhews much ingenuity and induftry; -in: raifing
fuch an extreme difficulty in a point fo obvis
ous, and I believe generally underftood ; for
furely. a perfon muft be much uninformed,
and wanting in a neceflary knowledge, that
employs a {urgeon to direét 3 courfe. of medi~
cines to be taken, any more than he would
fend for a phyfician or an apothecary to fet a

bone, to tap him, or to perform the operation
£
0
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of lithotomy, ‘cafes which always require alfe
medicinal ‘affittance : and>when is the furgeen
e’ntmﬁbﬁiiﬂi-thﬁt part 2 or when does the phy-
fictan ‘or'apothecary attempt the” operation for
eithepaiion wawh "oy

- (Next, “ As to thofe: deteftable plunder-
“vers,” and pefts of fociety, empiricks and
¢« quacks:” I believe the phyfician and apo-
thecary have much greater reafon to complain
than the fargeons, as I'believe they are much
more employed in curing the dncurable phy-
fical cafes than in’cafes of furgery.

- As tothe cure of 'the venereal diféafe,
which;» faysthis gentleman, ~ appears in“fo
many different: fhapes, that there is”no doubt
but' that=it 'is the province of the phyficians
and furgeons’ eare ; that is, the diforder fre-
quently réquires fome external local applica=
tion, as well as internal remedies ; but in
many ‘cafes,” fays'be, where a gonorrheea only
is the complaint, it'may be too expenfive for
many to employ a phyfican or furgeon, *let
¢« the apothecary therefore, be permitted 'tq
¢ ¢reat and cure this difeafe, having been pre-
cwoyioufly examiped in refpeét”to his fkill in

that
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“ that particular point, either by the college
¢ of phyficians or company of furgeons, and
‘¢ Ticenfed dccordingly ; for which he fhould
““pay a fine“and annual tax, to be divided
“-equally between them,” (the college and
company.) Here I would afk this gentle-
man, what ‘fiit’ and reafonable “pretence he
has to call me, an apothecary, to be exami-
ned by the furgeons, in my capacity of curing
a difeafe, which cure depends wholly on me-
dicine to be taken, and in which I have been
careful to avail myfelf 'of the beft informa-
tion from the “moft- eminent writers ( phyfi-
cians) on ‘the fubjet, as Afiruc, Pringle, Van
Swieten, &e. for what improvément have we
received from the furgeons on this head ?' The
apothecary, I apprehend,” would not objeét to
an examination by the college of phyficians,
whence he well knows he is principally in-
ﬁruéfted, and informed in this as well as other
diforders : and this gentlernan might have
propofed the apothecaries  being examined be-
i?:re the furgeons (as to his”management of
thé extérnal part of this difeafe) with fome
piauiibﬂny and modcﬁy ; but to propofe an

BN apothecary’s

£ .':.'.:i‘..!
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wr ui d tadio i welecen,
*]‘)l;ﬁizﬁgqué fkending fo au, examination
Db dirgeate 18: ¢ il fiveery
asiaipatt b ey takipsap ngarantable
1'bw;¢&¥?$.@§a}9dml§=}ving~ Joccafion . to ﬁg,_r: thus
mugh,in apfiwgr.tashis fugegny! fball men-
tion one ciccumftance 1 bave ngt;feen attend-
ed o, by our,firlt authors, namely, the length
of time peceffury, to free a_paticnt from vene-
* real infection 3 and thissmatter is.pot of it~
tle, moment;; and ome unforpunase accidents
! hasesnonay toshagpens P ant of fof
ficiegtimebein g taken fondh, CABPIEIE FUiEs.
calisic dgw. myamind  Alngmalk.otber dit-
ordersyds f§9gui AL topical-inflammations, i
the remegics A4 ot-oatinued, (hough, that
i bet) till b ey,asg tosely Snppreffed, iE thelr
violence apd fiygagHhis famewhat sbated, the
conflitution ot natage may do the reft; but
in.this diforder, if the leaft particle of: infecs,
tion is left, it paay prove as injurious as,if no,
means _had been, taking againft 1, and health
in every .other refpect, and conftitution, are.
here no fecurity g}nd again, in other difor=
ders, the abatement of. the- fymptoms: 1s.3

furer guide whereby: to. judge of the difeafes
L being
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being overcome than in this; for the ceafing
of the gonorrheea, the dyfury going off, the
fubfiding of. inflammations, or {wellings in the
groin, or, elfewhere, are by no means proofs
of the difeafe. being totally removed; here
every one knows infection may flill lurk, it is
therefore, every one’s bufinefs to ftill purfue
‘means long, enough to entirely get tht‘: better
of it; for as the venereal taint may b'r: long
circulating ip fecet in the habit bEfQI"EHt}HlEfE
ivmptems, break. out; fo it may, remain long
satierdthey dif r: lefs than -.:mq munth‘pf
. the moft }prudﬁf‘.}eaufc of n;egt:h:u;e c;n;ﬂ}t b-e

- depended upon to free a cunﬂa,t?uﬁmn frnm a

- venereal infection that has made it's way into
the habit and. circulation 3 and as we cannot
be.teo cautionfly fecure, making the time up
fix weeks will .be yet more advifeable; it is

.- the length of time we are to placc.depcnd-
ance in, for the {ame quantity of medicine
iitaken in half that time will by no means
dranfwer the fame end, It js often of the_ut-
-maoft confequence in the venereal difeafe, to
- diftinguifh the fymptoms of. the difeafe from
thofe occafioned by the medicines given to
cure
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cure 1t; and a fu[*g:mf 1s not fo likely to do.
this as one who is in- a<more general ufe of
mercury, and more acquainted 'with: it's ef-
fe@s in different difeafes and"‘conftitations ;
and "I “have not ‘a doubt but as much igjury
enfues from an improper, incautious ufe of
the m'edici'hes"given to cure this difeafe, as

from the difeafe itfelf.
€ And as the itch, fays this gentleman, is
- ¢ chiefly among the poorer clafs of people,”
(therefore nothing to be got by it} ““let that
““ be included in the licence, though chiefly
< cured by an external application.”~ But yet
furely, the cure of this diforder’s! ftri&ly the
bafinefs of ‘phyfick, as muchfo ‘a5 to apply
a blifter for 4l ifflamed eye,’a pain of the
head, or to apply a fomentation to inflamed
bowels, external applications: and, befides, 1t
is often beyond a fargeon’s knowledge of dif-
eafes, to diftinguith the itch from fome kinds
of feorbutic breakings-out, therefore I hum-
bly conceive it not improper for the furgeon,
before he pretends to cure this difeafe, ta pafs
an examination before the college of phyli-
cians or company of apothecaries, in refpelt ""f’
‘» L2 s aindebis
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bis fkill in that particular point. One thing
further, as I have faid thus much, I will take
the liberty of remarking, namely, that it.is a
difeafe commonly but indifferently m_alnaged,
the pot uncommon cpiiom of anointing for
nine days or 2 fortnight, is fufficient almoit ta
poifon the patient, (if he has any delicacy be-
longing to himj as well as kill the difeafe;
four nights anointing with- fulphur, or the
precipitate ointment of the new difpenfatory,
is certainly fufficient ; fome. common people
anoint but once, and fay they find it effecual,
wearing their dirty cloaths a few days longer;
aid the not uncommon cuftom, of -giving al-
terative medicines and blecding in thi&:diﬁggder

15 entirely ufelefs, plls |
The next article to be taken notice of 1n
this gentleman’s letter is, on Inoculation and
Inoculators.  “¢ Inoculators, fays he, though
* it was formerly more in the bufinefs of
“ furgeons than it is now, they have left off
¢ drefling the infected places: " (or, he might
have faid, fince it is done wwithout the per-
ﬂrmfng an operation) “* fhould beanderfﬁm;_:
“ reftraint, and not be {uffered to pradice in-
‘¢ difcrimi-

-
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difcriminately, giving themfelves; the name,

¢ of phyfician or furgeon as befts fuits their.
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purpofes, declining and refufing to be ef-
teemed either ‘as*one or the other when,
called upon to pay'the ufual‘fine, 4nd un-
dergo the teft of examination, yet able to
pay, and certainly liable to éither: the col-
lege or corporations/ éxaniination ; ‘there-
fore, though they are regular apothecaries,
if they pradice inoculationj they-{liould
take out a licence -( or becomie a 'meniber of

the college ' or corporation)” for ‘ that pur-
< jpofe, for which-they fhould pay s Hineevef
Ii

ewenty guineas, and ‘beannuallyrtaxed anto

sguineas, yetibe liable to: ferveoupony jaries

and all parochial offices ; thézhnes.( to-pre-

«t yent any rdifputes) to -be equally -divided
between-the callege of phyficians and cor-
t_poration of :furgeons, and to be leviedh By

the college of phyficians, where they (hould
pafs their examination in that branch which
moff certainly comes, more under medical thin
chirurgical knowledge.” = 1 always thought

{urgeons .out of their proper fabjecty wheu

employed in inoculation; this‘gentleman feerns

{o
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fo here: Pirft, he fays the apothecaries muft
be liable to either the college of phyficians or
corporation of furgeons examination ; only a
few lines further, they are to bc examined b}r
the phyficians in this branch, * as it moft cer-
‘¢ tainly comes more under medical than chi-
¢ rurgical knowledge.” Surely, he ﬂmuld
have faid, it comes wholly under the know-
ledge and care of phyfick, and furgery has no
part of it: whence then comes the furgeons
claim to a fhare of the penalties and fines, if
they were levied? But in this gentleman’s
good will, it feems, though he acknowledges
this matter to be much more, the bufinefs of
phylick than furgery, yet the furgenns are to
thare, equally with the phyficians, the apo-
thecaries money ; but he is here evidently em-
baraflfed and out of his latitude, and which,
perhaps, occafions him not to exprefs himfelf
in the correcteft language. < They fhould take
. out a licence, or become @ member.” ‘This
part of this furgeon’s letter ‘does not corref-
pcmd with the motto in his title page; here
he"is neither f uaviter in mods, nor fortiter

® o ore) ;
Having
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. Having faid thus much in defence “of ‘my
bﬁfj’-h'fﬁﬂ: again{t the encroachment of aliens
_af}d_'_’fﬁrgmns in this branch of the bufinefs,*
I__aim fnrry I have further occafion to obferve,
that the pradtice of inoculation”is in fome
places 1n difgrace; in fome parts of the coun-
try efpecially fome few accidents have hap-
pened to inoculated patients, under the care
‘of thofe beft qualified to conduét the bufi-
nefs§; and how entirely foever unconnected
thele accidents may have been with inocula-
tion, the more ignorant people will always lay
them to it’s charge: on the other hand, 1t
muil be obferved, fome unfortunate accidents
have happened from the inattention or igno~
rance of thofe who have prefumptuoufly
thought

# On 2 former occafion, I did make free with the
opinions of furgeons on a difeafe, (a) which had been
" commonly looked upon a cafe in furgery, and placed it
~ entirely to the charge and care of phyfick, whereto it
moft certainly properly belongs, where only it can be
relieved, and, if I would with to do the fame by inocu=
lation, (as I would not) I think I fhould att here ?“.t.h
no more injuﬂicc to turgery . —the charaélers and dif -

it i rto
pofitions of many of 1t’s pmf;ﬂhrs I ha::e é;he honou
know, 1 profefs much to admire and refpect.

(a) The Brondhocele.
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thought “themfelves qualified to undertake
inoculation ; and no wonder, when old wo-
men here turn operators, and. tooth-drawers
and farriers inoculate and pretend even to the
‘bocus pocus or: S——n part of the art, the
taking away the puftules if they happen to be
too numerous, and adding a few if there does
not feem to be enough ; and in this I believe

they are as expert and capable as the firft of
the S——ns: ‘and gentlemen, (though not
much te' their: honour or the credit of their
underftandings) have permitted their. game-
keepers or ‘gardeners to inoculate ; and tho’
their fuccefs may chance to be;lucky and en-
couraging, circumftances willinow, and then
happen that ‘their knowledze cannot be en-
trufted with : their patients:have been' faid to
- have had the difeafe, when it has been only
“fomeéthing like it ; and it muft be acknow-
-lédged, that fuch miftakes have bappened
*from ‘thofe’ whofe education would lead folks
-10 place' a; greater confidence in. . Hence has
arifen “the ftories we fometimes hear, of per-
fons havipg the {mall-pox more than once *
Phyfick yet, I apprehend, knows no reafon

why



[ 89 ]

why this difeafe cannot happen twice or oft-
ener in one perfon; but by analegous reafon-
ing, and taking a comprehenfive view of na-
ture in all her works, the upiformity we find
or can happen; 'forhe reafons indeed have been.
affigned, but! firtile : fuch 4lfo we know to be
the cafe with' the' meazles and chicken-pox.—-
Groundlefs apprehenfions’ alfo-are entertained
" by fome, of the- poffibility ‘or;probability of
other difeafes being communicated by -inocu-
lation ; and' P with ' fome ofcthelentinent wri-.
ters ‘on the fabjeét had remowed, this. ill.found-.
ed” objédtion’sto ahe pradiicebissWish. equal
founddfion “iti tedth) s the itk 0f> a nurfe
tlioe I by Wome (zo have-a! pawer of; altering
the' @&mpeiior iffitionl of ‘the.child sthe
fuckles ?* 2fuift asimircch’ean. itlimprove orime
jure it’s-<capacitysand intellects: And then
we - had nothingito do, ‘in order ‘to reform-or
ﬁla’ﬂtﬁ realon ahd: nﬂdéd}anding in. thﬁ_".illﬂ.-'
happy ideoty’‘but to put’him. to the breaft
of a keen, fharpswitted. nurfe..--Nor. yet is
it here meant, -that no-difeafe can be given
by thefe means;ra child readily takes foms

- M caqe 1. sbedily
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bodily difeafes from it’s nurfe: ®* . But that
the irremediable caft of temper and capacity
we bring into the world with us, or that
the difpofition of the mind can be altered
by the one or the other, is as ridiculous a
fuppofition as human folly can {uggeft.

I thall now conclude my fhort reply to this
gentleman’s letter with a few words on fome
inconveniencies attending the S N, Or NEW
method of inoculating, (I mean to thofe who
have not had the difeale, and are not prepared
for it) from perfons under the difeafe going
dbroad to take the air; many praitioners, I
apprehend, that are daily and firenuoufly in-
filting on their patients obferving this rule,
have little more to fay in fupport of it, than
that they do fo becaufe the § ns do, and
it is the fathion. That fuch condu& is inju-
rious or hazardous I have no conception ; but
that the free air of a houfe, or within the
garden, will as fully anfwer every falutary
purpofe I will maintain; I do not mean by

Ay

* Some qther temporary difeafes alfo poffibly may be

communicated with Inoculation, as the Eryfipelas for
inftance.
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my own infignificant opinion, but by the opi-
nion of many eminent gentlemen in phyfick ;
and this being long ago advifed by the greateft
phyficians that ever lived, there is in fa& no
improvement in the new or S n method,
as 1t is called; and furely it would be nothing
more than civil, or obferving their duty to
their neighbours, for inoculated patients to
avoid going abroad, to the terror and, per-

- haps, no {mall injury of thofe who have not
had the diftemper.
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