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Compofition : which I hope
will be accepted in part of
Payment, till the original
Debt can be difcharged.

That this comes out alone,
is from an Impreflion that I
have had upon my Spirits
for fome Weeks paft, that it
would be highly criminal in
me to" let another Mifietoe-
Seafon pafs, without inform-
ing the World what a Trea-
fure God Almighty has eve-
ry Year prefented to their
View ; and that nobody, at
leaft very few, have received
any Benefit from it. |

The Article of Convulfions,
in the Bills of ‘Mortality of

thlS Great City, is by much
the
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was daily before my Eyes, {o his Dif-
trefs made the more {enfible Impref-
fions uponme. I had recourfe to the
moft celebrated Remedies recom-
mended in all Ages, and the Afif-
tance of my Friends moft Eminent in
their Profeflion.

Four or five Years were {pent in
fruitlefs Attempts, he every Year grow-
ing worfe and worfe, till at laft he be-
came Cataleptick : he would be feiz'd
as he was ftanding, and continue in
that Pofture like a lifelefs Statue, with-
out Senfe or Motion. When he was
{fo feiz'd, he was conftantly laid upon
a Bed or Couch; his Fit would laft
fome Hours : but I am confident, that
had he been let alone, he would have
continued in the fame Pofture in
which he was feiz’d during the whole
time of the Fit.

Being one day upon a Journey, I
faw fome Hazle-Trees plentitully
ftock'd with Mifletoe. Itimmediately
enterd into my Mind, that there mgﬂ:

&
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be fomething extraordinary in that
uncommon beautiful Plant; thac the
Almighty had defign’d it for farcher
and more noble Ufes, than barely to
feed Thrufhes, or to be hung up {u-
perftitioufly in Houfes to drive away
evil Spirits, and that the Mifletoe
that grew upon other Trees, was ca-
pable of being as ferviceable to Man-
kind, as that which grew upon the
Oak.

Amongft many other Authors that
have wrote concerning the Epilepfy,
I had lately read Marcus Marci, his
Litwrgia Mentis ; the moft fatistacto-
1y Treatife upon the Subject, as to
Theory, that I have met with, and in-
deed to lay a Foundation for a Phyfi
~cian to practife rationally in the Cure
of all Convulfive Diftempers.

Having made the moft ftrict Inqui-
1y into the Nature of Mifletoe that §
was capable of, I concluded, 4 priors,
That it was a Medicine very likely to
- fubdue not only the Epilepfy, buc all

.3 S ) other
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other Convulfive Diforders, upon the
. foot of Marcus Marci's Hypothefis ; I
mean the ordinary and common Mi-
fletoe. The Praifes of Mifletoe of the
 Oak had: been proclaim’d for many
- Ages paft, and none elfe efteem’d or
regarded, as to any Medicinal Virtue.

The Youth before-mentioned had
indeed taken Mifletoe in {mall Quan-
tities in the Pulvis de Gutteta.and other
Compound Remedies recommended
in Epileptical Cafes; but when I re-
fle¢ted that Mifletoe was but one In-
gredient amongft a Farrago of others,
there was no determmmg, from the
Effects of thofe Medicines, whether
Mifletoe - were capable of doing any
thing' towards the conquering of fo
Her¢ulean a Diftemper.

In reading the fcatterd and imper-
fect Accounts of the Drauids, formerly
I’neﬁs and Philofophers in thlS Ifland
and other neighbouring Countries,
who were had in the higheft Venera-
uen by People of all Ranks; I con-
13rh - ]e@turd
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it grew, or whether all Mifletoe were
not the {ame. _

After my Thoughts had been {fome
time employ'd upon this Subject, I
concluded that the Mifletoe of the
Crab, the Lime, the Pear, or any o-
ther Tree, were of equal Virtue with
that of the Oak, for the following
Reafons ; and which has been con-
firm’d to me fince by large Experience,
which is beyond every thing elfe.

Now fuppofe that the Mifletoe of
the Oak does {urpafs that of all other
Trees; yet from ten Years large Ex-
perience I find the ordinary Mifletoe
to be the moft Noble Medicine I ever
knew : and fince it’s every where to be
had, at leaft in this Hland, it ought
to be efteem’'d as a great Blefling ; and
it the other excel it, thofe that are
capable of procuring ir, ought to
efteem it accordingly.

- Bur if the Mifletoe were in any
manner produced from the Tree upon
which it grows, as the Gaul is from

the
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nature, {ticks faft to the Branches of
the Trees upon which it falls; and if
there be any Crack in the Bark, there
the Seed lodges itfelf, and produces a
Plant the next Year. The Excrement
being of the nature of Birdlime, and
Birdlime, as it's faid, being to be
made of the Berries of the Plant; I
{fuppofe gave rife to that very old Say-
ing, That Turdus cacat in [ui Excidinm.

It has been often propagated by cut-
ting a Slit into the Bark of a Tree,
and fticking in a Seed. I have been
told of one that has adorn’d his Trees
with it, to make them delightful in the
Winter-Seafon: and {urely a more
beautiful Plant can {carce be feen.

Pliny fays, That it is apt to exhauft
and wear out the Tree upon which it
grows; in which I am inclined to be-
lieve he was miftaken. The Reafon,
I fuppofe, that induc'd him to be of
that Opinion, was, That it moft fre-
quentli' grows upon old Trees.  Now

I conclude, that it more frequently
grows
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in perfection, abourt the latter end of
December ; and the more rigorous and
{evere the Weather is, the more vigo-
rous and flourifhing 1s the Mifletoe.
Now confidering that the Sap or nu-
tricious Juice ot the Tree is at this
time in a manner {pent, I am inclin’d
to conjecture that ic derives its princi-
pal Support from the Air. I have
had fome thoughts that it was no hard
matter to try by ealy Experiments,
whether this be {o or not ; but being
confined to the Town, I have wanted
Conveniences of (o doing.

How it thrives in hot Countries, or
whether it ever grows upon thofe Trees |
that never caft their Leaves, I am ig-
norant.

Of all the antient Authors that take
notice of it, which I have read, Plin
in his Natural Hiﬁo}‘y feemsto be mo{{
full ; but what he fays is little to the
purpofe: and almoft every body elfe
recommends Mifletoe of the Oak in
Epileptical Cafes, but none of them

give
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¢ wards I took care that Mifletoe of
¢ the Oak (hould be given him twice
¢ a-day, with fome Cephalick Vehicle;
“and the Apothecary had procured
¢ the Mifletoe that was genuine: (Hap-
¢ py he! for to this time I could ne-
‘ ver procure any.) Proceeding in
¢ this order, his Fits never returned.
¢ The Mifletoe being continued to
¢ this time, he fenfibly perceived a
¢ gradual Reftoration of the Strength
¢ of all the Parts; fo that he could
¢ now nov only walk, but run, and
¢ write elegantly, of which I was an
¢ Eye-witnefs. . So that I have reafon
‘to hope, that from the continued
¢ Ufe of this Medicine, he may be pet-

¢ fectly freed from his Illnefs, €9°c.
The good Doctor was one of thofe
that afforded his utmoft Affiftance to
the diftrefled Youth before-mention'd ;
but no Mifletoe of the Oak being to
be procured, all other Mifletoe was
looked upon as defpicable ; and the
reafon why the Pulvis de Gatteta did
no

!
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no good, was judg’d to proceed from
the Apothecary’s making ufe of com-
mon Mifletoe in the Compofition of it,
inftead of that of the Oak. But be that
as it will, and let the Difference be
ever fo great, the Quantity of Mifle-
toe in that Compofition is fo {fmall,
as to render it of no effe¢t. And as
for the Mifletoe contained in the Anti-
Lpileptick Waters, the great Zwelfer
has remark’d, that it will not yield any
of its Virtues by ordinary Diftillation.

Mifletoe of the Oak not being to
be obtain’d, I furnifb’d myfelf with a
large Quantity of that of the Lime ;
the Trees in one of the Parks art
Hampton-Court affording grear Plenty,
at leaft they did fo at that time. 1
order'd it to be gather'd at the latter
end of December: The Leaves, Ber-
ries, and very tender Twigs, I got
dried over a Baker's Oven, where
there was a conftant gentle Heat, and
then had it made into very fine Pow-

der, to be put into a Glafs coverd with
Bladder
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fortable and eafy: And by {o doing,
to have a reafonable Opportunity of
introducing to the World a moft Glo-
rious and Ufeful Medicine; which
has one peculiar Property attending
- it, That 1Pr. is capablg ofy doin d:ﬁ%;

greateft Good in the moft formiﬁ_able
of Difeafes, and, I dare fay, will ne-
ver do any Hurt.

The Jefuirs Batk is a moft Noble
Medicine in Fevers regularly intermic-
ting, and in {fome other Cafes: buc I
have frequently known the Mifapplica-
tion of it, of terrible and fatal Confe-
quence. Bur for Mifletoe, I dare en-
gage for i, that it will never hurc any
one; and tho it be fo innocent, yet it
will frequently cute Difeafes, that in
appearance (as the Great Dr. Willis re-
prefents them, in his Defcription of
the Epileply, in his Tract de. Morbis
Ga:zfmlﬂwésg do not much differ from
thole we read of in the Gofpels, that
were cured, by the Redeemer of the
World, the Etgrnal Son of God: Buc |

his
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his Cures wete wrought by a Word,
and not by Medicines. Glory be o
- him, that in the abfence of himfelf
has created fuch Medicines for the Re-
lief of the Diftrefled, as this I am
- weating of !
No one cam think thar I am fo fax
~ divefted of Reafon, as to recommend
this Medicine in the manney 1 do,
there not being the leaft Profpect of
Advantage to myfelf in it ; buc chac [
am fire of its Effects, from thorough
Experience, and that I have all ima-
ginable Reafon to believe that it will
prove of general Advantage to the
World : there not being a Family, to
which it may net at one time or other
be of the greateft Ufe.

1 have many times known about a
Scruple of the Powder, mix’d with a
litcle Black-Cherry Water, reftore Chil-
dren that' have beem agonized with
the moft exquifite Convulfions that
can be conceived ; but then it has been
repeated in lefs quantvy very efz?ﬁf

ti



(22)
till they were perfectly well. I hardly
ever knew it given to Children with-
out advantage : A Cure s not always
to be expected, but Relief is a great
Blefling in fuch miferable Difeafes.

It’s good in their Gripes, either to
obtund the Acrimony of the Bile or
Pancreatick ' Juices; and if they will
not take it any other way, may be
given in their Pap, Pannadoe, or Breaft-
Milk. Even to Infants there can be
no Error in giving them too much,
but the more they take, the better; it
being of a nousithing Quality, and no
ways hot, or in the leaft tending to
throw them into a Fever; nay, is ra-
ther of itfelf a Febrifuge. I bave often
found it of grear ufe in the difmal
{low Fevers, atrended with Convulfive
Symptoms.

I have never, through the Courfe of
my Practice, feen but two Perfons la-
bouring under that frightful Diftemper
called theChorea SanétiVitis, or St. Vi-
tes's Dance ; or at leaft that might be

truly
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fhe had taken it two days, and in a
manner well in about a Forenight : but
I orderd the Continuance of the Me-
dicine, till fhe had raken the quantity
before-mention'd, to fecure her againft

Rerurns... . o000t | i
I have an intimate Acquaintance,
an- excellent Gentlewoman, who had
labourd under Convulfive Diforders
“for twenty Years, and did not waiit
the beft Advice ; her Life was render’d
thoroughly miferable : But by the Ufe
of the Powdet of Mifletoe for a Yeit
or two, fhe is become petfectly well,
enjoying the Comfort of Life as much

as any one does. 10
I have known f{o many Inftances,
both in Young and Old, in Rich anc
Poor of both Sexes, fome of whom
had been many Years affliCted with
Epilepfies, and other Convulfive Dif:
orders, that have been either cured or
teceived Benefit from this Divine Re-
medy ; that I think myfelf bound in
Confcience to divulge the Ufe of it to
the
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toe of the Oak; I fhall have that
Pleafure and Satisfaction of Mind,
which generally redounds to thofe that
have the Happinefs of being Benefac-
tors to the Age they live in, which I
have in every Part and Circumftance
of Life endeavourd.

Bur it from the common Voice of
all Ages, and the modern Inftances I
have produced, Mifletoe of the Qak
mutft {till be preferd; I donot doubt
but every Oak in Ewngland may be
made to produce Mifletoe by the Me-
thod I have before proposd. And
perhaps the Druids took that Method
to propagate it upon fuch Oaks as
were for their turn.  And when that
can be had in plenty, it will be no
great difficulty to diftinguifh whether
it excels or not: But I am really of
opinion, that all Mifletoe is the (gme,
for the Reafons before alledg’d.

~ In this Diflertation I have carefully

avoided entring into the Reafon why

Mifletoe is {o excellent a Remedy in
| Eps:





















DISSERTATION

CONCERNING

M el L EnF 20 E,

art of the Diflertation con-

$¥siee H E Impreflion of the firft
cerning Mifletoe having

| WHSRSS=‘been kindly  feceived, an
fold off; I have thought fit to add
{ome farther Obfervations, and like-
wife to be more particular in my Di-
retions for the Ufe of this amazing
F Re-
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one of which was a young Gentle-

man, whofe Fits attack'd him only in
his Sleep ; (he formerly had had them
when he was awake.) The Fits that
attack People in their Sleep, I have
always found moft difficult to be o-

vercome, as alfo to be accounted for ; -

however, I am in my own Mind fa-
tisfy’'d, that by a long-continu'd Ufe
of this Medicine, or by taking it in a
different Form from what he did, he
is ftill to be made well.

The reafon for this my Opinion is,
that the Texture of his Brain and
Nerves 1s not yet {o far broken, but
that they ftill feem capable of being
repaired.

Another of which was a poor Youth
of fifteen, who had had the Diftemper
from his Cradle ; and tho’ he had his
Medicines for nothing, yet he wanted
Clothes to fecure him againft Cold,
and I doubt the common Neceflaries
3t home, |

[
|
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His Fits wete frequently ftav’d off

for whole Moons, which had never
been known before; but upon return
of cold Weather, for want of being
well cloth’d, and other Accidents, the
Fits would return again, and {o I {up-
pofe continue to do : the Careleflnefs
of the Parents having difcourag’d me
from doing any thing more for him,

A thirc? was a young Gentleman,
who had only a Fit or two a Month;
and in his Fits there was fomething
- peculiar ; but was not made well in
three or four Months : {o I left off vi-
fiting him, there feeming a fort of
uneafinefs that he was not free from
his Fits in that time,

The fourth was a young Woman
about twenty-three, whofe good Mo-
ther had {pent her whole Subftance in
feven Years Attempts to make her
well. In the four Months I have had
her under my Care, there has been
{everal times an appearance as if fhe
would be made well : bug Diftrefs of
' | | Mind
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“Mind from her miferable reduced
Circumftances, having before liv'd
well, has, I believe, eluded the force
-of the Medicine; tho T am ftill in .
hopes to recover her, notwithftanding
her Cafe is moft miferable.
- But thefe four Inftances, where Suc-
cefs has been wanting, are nothing in
comparifon of the great numbers chat
have been made well. |
T have lately come to the know-
ledge, that Mifletoe will, with very
lictle trouble, yield its Tinure in
Spirit of Wine. But, not to arrogate
to myfelf what 1s not my due, I fhall
here declare the way how I came to
the knowledge of it, which is as fol-

lows. o ’
Mr. Small the Surgeon, being in the
Shop of Mr. Riddle an Apothecary in
Villers-Street, York-Buildings, as they
were talking about the wonderful Et-
fects of Mi_ﬁe_ﬁoe, Mr. Small {aid, That
it was great pity that the Powder was
difagreeable to fome very nice Sto-
il ~ machs,
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I filled a glafs Retort as full of
Mifletoe as it would contain, by cram-
ming of it in. I then put the Retort
into a Sand-Furnace.  For twenty-
four Hours I made fuch a Fire as
would: heat the Sand well, but not
make it red-hot : in this time, little or
nothing at all came over into the Re-
ceiver. It is to be obferv'd, that the
Mifletoe was perfectly well dry'd, fo
that all its aqueous Humidity was
gone. Afterwards T augmenteJ the
Fire, {0 as to make the Sand red-hot ;
and from about eight Ounces of Mifle-
toe, I had near two Ounces of acid
Spirit, much about the fame Strength,
and not much differing in Tafte from
the common Spirit of Vinegar.

What this acid Spirit will do as a
Medicine, I have not yet tried ;- but
may do it hereafter. This Spirit I
poured upon two Drams of red Coral
finely powderd: it immediately fell
to work upon the Coral, as any other
acid Spirit of the fame Strength would

do.
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do. I let it ftand {o for fome time,
without the Afliftance of any external
Heat. I afrerwaads put it into the
Sand-Furnace, where I kept it about
forty eight hours, in a pretty ftrong
Heat, in a Bolt-head with a very long
Neck, that nothing might evaporate.
It had in that time diffolvid a good
Part of the Coral, as other acid Spi-
rits of the fame Strength would do ;
but extra¢ted nothing out of the Co-
ral, that might be called a Tincture.

- From the niceft Obfervations I have
been hitherto able to make, the prin-
cipal Life and Energy of Mifletoe
confifts in its Refin, as does that of
the Peruvian Bark,and Virginian Snake-
Root; and therefore b}§ the means
of highly rectify’d Spirit of Wine, a
Tin¢ture may be extrated from it,
that contains all, or the greateft part
of its Virtues.

I am {ure that the Tincture of the
Peruvian Bark, from many Years Ex-
perience, will cure an inveterate Quar-'

G tan
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tan Ague, better and more effectually
than the Powder will do. Now when
the Tin¢ture is extracted from the
Bark, what remains is no better than
Saw-Duft, which can never be di-
?eﬂed by a human Stomach, and may

odge there, and in the Plics of the
Guts, and do much mifchief : But
with the Powder of Mifletoe it is not
{o, it being of a more lax and mucila-
ginous nature, and therefore can lodge
no where to do hurt.

But i's not improbable that that
Mucilage which is in the Powder, and
hinders it from doing hurt, may fo
invelope the refinous active Part of it,
as fometimes to hinder its doing that
Good, which it will do alone, when
diffolved in Spirit of Wine.
~ Obferve, that Spirit of Wine high-
ly rectify’'d, will no more touch the
mucilaginous Part of the Mifletoe,
than it will the Saw-duft Parc of the
Peryvian Bark. T A
- I am now fully convinced, that

/i Jihi “Mifles
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to fee, during the time that Matter is
forming, a regular Paroxifm of a Fe-
ver, {o exactly refembling that of a
common Ague, that no one thingcan
be more like another ; beginning firft
with a cold fhivering Rigour, after
that with a hot burning Fit, and when
that is gone off, with profufe Sweats. .

‘The Bark will rarely fail to ftave off
thefe Fits for a time, but would never,
that I couldyer obferve, prevent their
Return ; and when they have return’d,
it has been with greater Violence,
and I fear with worfe Confequence to
the Patient, than if it had never been
given. I am inclin’'d to think 1 can
aflign a Reafon for it; buc that does
not belong to this Place. |

It very commonly happens, that E-
pilepfies, and other Convulfive Dif-
orders, are not original Difeafes, buc
Symptoms and Confequences of fome
other Diftemper or Accident.

As for inftance, Worms corroding
the moft fenfible Membranes of the

Guts,
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Guts, impaflable Stones in the Ure-
ters, wounded Nerves and Tendons,
€9 c.
Mifletoe will frequently relieve
People under all thefe Circumftances,
but will not cure them: But that may
be faid of this, which cannot be faid
of the Bark, That if it does not cure
them, 4 will do no hurt. By the
means of it, both Phyficians and Sur-
geons may gain time, which isa
thing of the greateft confequence:
( Qui dat Tempus, dat Vitam.) By
which means the greateft Difeafes, and
moft terrible Accidents, may {ome-
times be overcome.

I thall here give an Account of a
Couple of Cafes which have fallen in
my way, fince the publithing of the
Firlt Part of this Differtation, and very
extraordinary ones they are.

About the middle of December, a
very worthy Man in the City brought
his Son to me, an only Child, of .
about eight Years of Age. About a

Year
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with; and he has never had a Fic
fince. | |
~ Mifletoe genetally keeps the Body
open ; but when it does not do it 1t
is neceflary, once in three or four
Days, to give fome very gentle leni.
tive Medicine; but never any ftrong
Purge, which always does Mifchief in
Epileptical Cafes. |

It always kept this Child regularly
‘open, {0 he had never any thing given
him, from beginning to end, but
what is here mentioned.
T own, that when I firft {aw this
Child, I did apprehend his Cafe to
be fo very defperate, that I did not
think it poilible for him ever to be
made perEzéﬂy well : but, thro’ God’s
~ 'Mercy, I was deceived. ,

On the twenty {eventh Day of De-
cember, 1 was fent for to a moft beau-
tiful young Lady of about eleven
Years of Age, whofe Circumftances
~were moft deplorable. She had the
St. Vitis's Dance in as extreme a man-
S | ner,
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ner, as, perhaps ever any one had : I
had never {een any thing before like it.

Her Underftanding was greatly im.
paird ; fuch a Faultring in her Speech,
that fhe could fcarce {peak a Word {o
as to be underftood. All the Muf.
cles of her Body were continually
convulfed, both in Bed and up. She
could neither ftand, norufe her Hands
{fo much as to feed herfelf. For three
or four Nights in the Week the would
never fleep at all, but pafs the whole
Nights in the moft hideous Shrieks and
Lamentations.

She was attack’d about three Years
before with f{light Epileptical Fits;
upon which her tender Mother fent
for as able and honeft a Phyfician as
any of the Faculty. I am {ure he
treated her with the utmoft Compaf
{ion and Care; however all his At-
tempts proved ineftectual, for want
of being-thorowly acquainted with
this glorious Specifick. The Difeafe got
gxound of him, till it arrived to the
. . Hea Height
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¢ Strain’'d Galbanum, three Drams ;
¢ Powder of Nutmeg, one Dram:
¢ mix them together, and {pread upon
¢ Leather, t,{}gb_e applied to the Soles
¢ of the Feet) ‘

December the laft, I order'd the
Purging Potion to be repeated, and
that fhe fhould go on with the Bolus
and Infufion : The Diftrefs in the
Night continued, but the Convulfions
in Eiler Nerves abated ; fo I order'd,
that during the Time of thofe Pa-
roxifms, fhe thould frequently take a
Spoonful of the following Mixture ;
and that a Plafter of ftrain’d Galbanum
fhould be applied to her Navel ; and
that the Plafters to her Feet fhould be
renewed.

" ¢ Allafetida, two Scruples; Rue
¢ and Pennyroyal Water, of each four
¢ Qunces ; Compound Pioney-Water,
¢ an Ounce ; Compound Spirit of La-
¢ vender, a Dram ; fine Sugar, half

¢ an
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She continues perfeétly well, with-
out the leaft Appearance, that ever
fhe had fo long labourd under fuch
a terrible Illnefs. _'

I wasin March laft called to a Gen-
tleman, who was in as diftrefled a
Condition as a human Creature could
poflibly be,labouring under a Compli-
cation of Diftempers, one of which
was a2 Convulfive Afthma ; which was
{o grievous to him, that he told me
he %md not been able to keep his Bed
for a whole Night together, of three
Months ; and- %ometimes for {everal
Nights together, not to be able to
lie down in his Bed at all, but to {it up
with Windows open upon him.

I fhall not trouble you with his o-
ther Circumftances, which were very
grievous (from all which he is very
well got over) but only give an ac-
count what Mifletoe did in the Cure
of his Afthma.

I orderd him to drink a large

Draught of the following Emulfion
' every
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as much as could be got out of four
Ounces by Infufion in Water.

Tho' I have obferv'd before, that
now it evidently appears to me, that
the moft active Parc of the Mifletoe
confifts in its Refin, which is only to.
be extracted with Spirit of Wine; yet
it not being fo rugged a harfh Body
as the Bark is, the Refin being inve-
lop'd in a flimy Mucilage, it will, by
being infusd in Water, parc with
{ome proportion of its Refin, which
the Bark will not; and, for oughe I
know, its Mucilage may be of great
Ufe in many Cafes, efpecially in
young Children, to obtund the A-
crimony of the Bile, which is apt to

ripe them, and fo the Powder may
%e better for them, than given any -
other way: Buc this muft be left to
Time and furcher Experience.

- What 1 have hitherto done, till .
very lately, has been b{z* the means of
the Powder and Infufion, and great
things they are. If by the ufe ﬁ)ﬁ

| . the
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the Tin&ure I fhall be enabled to
make ‘a farther Progrefs, the World
may expect to be inform'd of it in
due time. It’s but a few Weeks that
I have been Mafter of the Tinéture,
but I already fee that grear things
may be expected from it.

What I have obfery'd, as to the
Quantities the Gentleman before-
mention'd took every Night, brings
to my Mind what I often thought of ;
wi‘lid{ is, that I believe many noble
Medicines are laid afide as ufelefs,
for want of having been given in due
Quantities.

In recent Epilepfies, and ordina-
ry Convulfions, which are Difeafes
that were formerly wont to give me
reat Uneafinefs, efpecially the Epi-
%eptical‘ ones; being confcious to my-
Aelf, from the moft careful Obferya-
tion, that there was litrle Profpect
of getting the Maftery of them: I
now look upon them as little more
formidable than a Quartan Ague;

I2 tho'
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tho’ in their outward Appearance and
real Nature much more terrible.

The Cafes juft now recited are {uf-
ficient to demonftrate to the World,
that common Mifletoe is a great Me-
dicine, and highly to be efteem'd.
As for Mifletoe of the Qak, I have
never yet {een any. s IV
"~ Thofe of the Antients, that were
Men of Virtue and Compailion,
whenever they had any thing to com-
municate to the World that might be
of publick Advantage, always did it
in the known and common Lan-
guage: And as I defign this for the
common Good, were I able to write
Latin in as elegant a Stile as Cicere
did, that fhould not induce me to
{end it abroad in any other way, than
in the homely manner in which it is
done: ol SR |

I have turned over many Books,

fince I publifh’d the firft Part of this

DifJertation,to fee whether I could pro-
cure any farther light into the natural
ST SR T | Hiftory
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I have it from Dr. Willis, that it was
the earneft Wifh of the great Crato,
That a Specifick for the Cure of the
Epilepfy might be difcoverd before
he died. 3

I do verily and indeed think, from
~ the Tryals I have made in a Multi-

tude of Cafes, befides thofe publifh’d,

that Mifletoe is in reali?r a Specifick
for the Cure of Epilepfies and con-
vulfive Difeafes. - '
-~ Why it thould be {o, I can as eafily
account for, from the Hypothefis of
Dr. Willss, as from that of Marcus
Marecs. - [ ovie

Whilft T was writing this, -I-was cal-
led to a Gentleman in'a Fever, that
they faid was dying, and indeed he
appeard{o to be; he had a trembling
Pulfe, clammy cold Sweats, with a
Convulfion of the Tendons, and a
Faulering in his Speech, that he was
{carce able to exprefs himfelt {o as to
be underftood. I gave him the Mifle-
toe in Powder, mix’'d with Cochinea;
: : “nd
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and the Tinc¢ture in a Julep, both in
large quantities. This was late at
Night, and next Morning he was re-
coverd to my Amazement. I verily
believe the Patient would have died
that Night, had it not been for the
Mifletoe; not to difparage Cochineal,
which is a Medicine highly to be va-
lued, and beyond all others that [
ever faw, in Fevers of all forts. But
of this perhaps another time.

I defﬁe, for the future, that the Bark
of the large Stalks may be dry’'d and
powderd -with the Leaves, Berries,
and {mall Twigs, as being equal to,
if not fuperior in Virtue to either of
them; buc all together are beft.

What there is particular in the
Woody Paxt, I cannot at prefent tell ;
but have hitherto order'd it to be
bruifed promifcuoufly with the reft for
Infufions. :

I have not yet dared to rob the
Mifletoe of but few of its Berries ;
but from fome Obfervations I have

G made
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However, both it, and the Mifletoe
gather'd in due time, and carefully
dry’'d and powderd, may be had at
Mr. Shorthofe’s, an Apothecary, over
againft Hungerford-Market, in the

trand, and at Mr. Riddle’s, an Apo-
thecary in Villars-ftreet, York-Buildings.

About the beginning of the laft
Ocfober 1 was fent for to a Child of
about eight Years of Age, who had the
St. Vitis's Dance.

She neither could ftand nor fit ; her
Hands were in continual Motion, that
fhe could not feed herfelf, nor hold
any thinig; in them ; her Head was
continually thrown from fide to fide,
or backwards or forwards; and her

Speech entirely loft.
~ This was a recent Cafe, of not a-
bove a Month’s ftanding, and by the
beginning of this prefent November
fhe was made perfectly well.

To prevent Miftakes, I fhall here a-
gain give an Account how People may

turnifh themfelves with Powder of
Miiletoe















