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] TO THE |
College of Phyficians,
And Worfhipfal Companies of
Surgeons and Apothecaries
OF THE A

City of LONDON:

e ESHE  great \Regard. I bave
& always: bad for Your Facul-
YAty and  Projeffions, bas in-
duced me to fubmit' to Lou,
CANL NN awith  all Humility and De-
WLLEN=l. ference, the following Confi-
‘derations, e 131

The Perfons whom I bere appear. in® Dey
Jence of, bave drawn me into their Favour,
by the great Good they do amongft their Fel-
" low-Creatures, by the Frequency and Miilti-
 tude of their Cures 3 for I cannot yet be able
 tg think that @ natural Effecl can be brought
A2 about
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about by ﬁu:b means, - as- are under r,be
Hzrf&mn ag a Perfon akagetb:i* ‘unacquaint-
ed with their Natures and Properties, un-
155 “that  Perfon “be afffied and direéted
therein by [ome Pre.tema:umf Power. And
thefe I call Modetn' Empiricks, or Gifted
Phyﬁman :

}/& wa \xk#?‘&m'? . Cred fﬂj zh the
Puhm ions and  Reports of « “;beﬁ People
 bas led me- into_an Error, d.;-rfgmggnml to

Your Ieamed Societies, a5 foon as' I d:-ﬁt:{-
ﬂff , it _ifball be publickly acknowledged.

Fa’ bk Purpﬁjé-, b ;1 bﬂ‘i’i e tvb;rtg?'n- |
ﬁvrm#rran I can get berein, upon the firidt- |
eft Enquiry, for alfe Eﬂ'ﬂﬂd Part. é do thete-

ore earneflly beg a ances, ortunity
'Lﬁbiﬂr ﬂnﬂif Tou gf f . !}udx
committed by u;b‘PJapff* b ;:g %&U

Juch kind éﬂ@: to lay open rf'.e Rife, Aé:lz—
“ties, and Pretenfions: ﬂf all thz Dablers=in
ijﬁckw about - Town . fo that tbajé wb‘a .d}f
“found. to: be Chéats. -and Impofiors may b
‘expofed to thatShame - and Contempt rbq}'
deferve, anduihérchy ke render’d wnable to
impofe any. Jif_?;?d'. upos - ;’H nkind. - For that
Wretch who dare, for Ibe [fake -of  Gaip,
- #rifle’ away ‘tie: eré of 'a: Man, by  Med-
ac'fmg inavhatsbesunderflands. ot deﬁ:-rw.r
‘ws much tovbe cwmarked out) m,lnf#m_y as
‘phe! Ruffian whe-<bpenly - #rrdfkﬁ hfm yppn
f&ﬂ"“ Rﬂﬂd i -.'r'lr ¥ 15 \'I ﬂa A

.I ;ﬂw ﬂfrma‘!y‘: b&ﬁawraad @l gt #‘4? 4435\
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» AN
ENQUIRY
yox Into thc‘.GROWTH'of

Madém Empiricifm.

Rz M52 EF ORE I enter into this weigh-

SO M P& ty Debate, it feems neceflary to

Logdl explain thoroughly the Terms of

Nkl my Title; as it 1s well known to

=“endd all who think juftly of what Mo-

Ly ment it is, in Controver{ly to af-

, " fix clear and diftin& Id=za’s to all
the Terms made ufe of therein,

That Se& of Phyficians, which amongft the An-
tients went under the Name of Empiricks, were fuch
as from the Difficulty of the Work, from Want of
proper Means of Information, and from the fre-

uent Wranglings of the Schools about different
yftems of Philofophy, were deterred from purfu-
ing the Theory of Phyfick to any Certainty, as be-
lieving it to no Purpofes and therefore they tock
up with what could be deduced from Obfervation

and
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and Pra@ice: And he who had longeft Experience,
and moft Opportunities of Obferving, upon this
Foot, was g’ﬁﬁﬂ'a}b?&ﬂeemd': $q‘ left. Phyfician:.
Their Diﬁr;ﬁ’gtifjﬁ};M;.Difeaffnﬁtﬁsﬁ’ eV 2.

. e A eral .Glafles,
or Heads, were not; with Regard | @f ir Capfe
from any Confideration of the S\dfithat ﬁ%’h ;g;
but made according to the Affinity of Symptoms,
as they collected them in Practice. They likewife
troubled not themfelves, how fuch a Medicine, or
fuch Means operated.in bringing about its Effe
but'only took Notice of the d{%&q lences of E
Operation,-and ‘accordingly “determined.in w
Purpofes to make ufe of it andther Time,

But by Modern, Empiricks,1 mean Perfans of a ve-

different Caft ;- they are fuch-as from fome par-
ticular Circumftances of Birth, as being a Seventh
Son, or the Seventh Son of a* Seventh Son, {eetn! from
the firft to be fent into the World fté“ﬁéai*.[ﬁlfigages 3
and one Inftance the prefent Age hashad of a Per-
fon who laid Claim to this Talent, by not being
born atsall ; or they are fuch who at fome Time of
Life, without any preparatory Pains or Study, are
fuddenly and fecretly informed or infpir Iv,yi
the Knowledge of Phyfick ; infomuch as to be ab
‘immediately “to undertake, with the utmoft Cer
ftainty, the %un:.' of ‘the moft’ obftinate Diltenipe
So that the Art of Healing amongft thefe Moder
‘Empiricks, feems to be upon the fame Foot as here-
tofore has b-en the Art of Performing fome religious
Exercifes, when it paffed upon the'Delafion of thofe
Times for 2 Gift.  And as that generally was in
Pofleflion of People of the greateft Ignorance, fo
.this is now very feldom found amongft any®who
have been prepofleffed and prejudiced by human
Learning. In the Sequel therefore of this Defence,
I fhall exprefs by the Term, Gift of Healing, what
in the Title Page is’called Modern ‘Empivicifm:
 Asthe Adepti in fome other Acqnirements,” ds
an juft .
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iuft now obferved, have generally been Perfons of
the meanelt Educations, fo our Modern Empiricks,
or Gifted Phyficians, are, to humane Appearance, of
the vileft Extra&ion, and of the lowelt Capacities :
They often turn up amongft Mechanicks,and grow
confiderable in the Cure of Difeafts, after they had:
been ruined by not having Skill enough to be good,
Shoemakers or Taylors. ~ There is not the meaneft
Employment in the Kingdom. but can give Inftan-
ces of this kind; fome we have from maimed. Tum-.
blers and Rope-Dancers; ~and -at this very Time:
thines in his Coach a Deglor who had  this Gif
come upon him jult as he grew too old to be any
longer a Jack-Pudding. ol ibaateal s hal,
~ There are indeed not a few of this Number from
Profeflions of Learning, but they never appear to
be under thefe . Secret Teachings, till after they
have given fufficient Proofs that their Heads were
impenetrable by humane Literature 3 as there ap-
pears to be a_manifelt Enmity between thefe twa
Talents, infomuch that they “are, neven- found to-
Eether in the fame Perfon. "And thus, without any
eproach to the Infpired, if another Set of Men will
allow me the Ufe of that Term, we frequently find
them amongft the Refufe of the Bur and Pulpit ,
for by their Incapacity or Unfitnefs to receive any
Impreflions from humane Inftruction, they mani-
feftly thew a Difpofition for Teachings of a higher
Nature. And for the fame Reafon it is that we
often find one, who is naturally uncapable of ma-
king a good Surgeon or an Apothecary, to excell
this Way, and to be enabled to cure the moft ob-
ftinate Diftemper, though he could not be taught to
let Blood, or make a Medicine, | | e )
But this Gift of Healing, from what fecret Caple
foever it proceeds, is not-equally dif] enfed to ally
1n fome it teaches only the Cure of fgmn particulay
Difeafe, or the Difeafes of fome particular Parr,
_ | - whilg
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while in others it is much more extenfive. Thus
{fome take only the Eyes into their Care, others the
Parts of Generationy - fome are taught to clear the
Skin, mend Complections, and dye the Hair ; others
to extirpate internal Maladies, and kill Worms;
fome have a Talent in a Feaver only, an Ague,
or a Rheumatifm, and others in Dropfies and Con-
fumptions, and nothing elfe. Yet there are a great
many of this Rank who are more generally Gifted,
and undertake te remove all Maladies incident to
humane Nature.  Some indeed go yet further, pre-
tend to foretell future Events, and help People to
ftolen or loft Goods, but it is fhrudely to be fuft
peced that foch either impofe npon the Credulous,
or are aéted by fome evil Spitit, and have Corref-
pondence with unwarrantable Intelligences.  Cors
nelius Agrippa, Do&or Fanffus, and fome other Au-
thors of that kind, it is to be feared, have turned
fome Peoples Heads too much that Way. How-
ever that leflens not the Authority of what I here
undertake to prove, wife People will eafily difcern
Reality and Trath from Impofture and Diaboli-
cifin. | s :
-Thus having explained fome unufual Terms, and
confidered the Qnalifications of thofe who are ge-
neraily the Subjects of this extraordindry Opera-
ion, there comes next in the Way {omething of Dif-
ficulty, that is, to explain to a Perfon acquainted
only in natural Things, what is to be underftood
by “Secret Teachings, Enlightenings, or the Gift of
Healing, for it muft be owned that the Difficulty of
apprehending proves a great Stumbling Block to
fuch who difcern with an Eye of Reafon. To
bring down this Affair therefore, as near as the Na-
ture of the Subject will bear, to an Undecftanding
informed only by common Means of Inftru&ion, I
thall firft (hew ‘that Difpofition of Mind a Perfon
ovght to mould himfelf into before he can be a fit

Judge
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udge in a matter of this Moment. = Secondly,
T'he effential and infeparable Chara&ers of an En-
lightened or Gifted Perfon. Thirdly, Lay down
the only Evidences that can be had of fuch Things.
And Fourthly, prove that our Modern Empiricks
have no Knowledge in Medicine, and the Cure of
Diftempers by any other Means.

1. There 1s a great deal more in fuiting the
Temper and Frame of Mind, to the Nature of the
Thing coming under Confideration, than perhaps
moft Perlons apprize themfelves of. A Perfon
knowing only in worldly Affairs, endeavours to
give himfelf a very different Difpofition of Thought;
and Turn of Mind, between his going to an Enter-
tainment of Mirth, and a Scene of Sorrow, between
a Wedding and a Funeral; and fuch a one
does not awaken the fame Faculties to arbi-
trate a Matter in Difference, or affift upon a Jury,
~ and to receive Pleafure at a Confort of Mufick.
When therefore we come to lay before us Things
of a fupernataral kind, we fhould certainly frame
our Minds accordingly, and give our Thoughts a
Turn moft likely to receive Impreilions ot fuch
high Concern.  We ought induftrioufly to thut up
all the Avenues of Senfe, and cut off all Intercourfe
with material Objects, and give into thofe Means
of Conviction as can be had only in a Way pre-
ternatural. We muft learn to diftinguith between
the Means which with [nftruments and Matter can
form a Machine, and thofe which are of an intel-
lectual Nature, and which operate by fecret and in-
vifible Ways only upoa the Underftanding. For
it 1s certain that they who cannot abftraé them-
felves from the World, turn the Eyes of their Un-
derftanding inwards, and embrace invifible Truths
upon fuch Evidences as they admit of, can never
be competent Judges in an Affair of fo great Weight
as what now lies befare us,
: : 2. By
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2. By an Enlightened or' Gifted Perfon, we under-
ftand fuch who manifeftly perform fome Things,
which it is mpafible they thould by natural Means.
I fay #mpofible, not that what they do is out of the
Power of natural Means'to effe&, but becaufe thofe
Means which Reafon fuggefts; and Experience con-
firms proper to fuch Purpofes, are abfolutely out of
their ‘Acquaintance, and Ability of ufing. * It is
here therefore proper to obferve the ‘Difference we
make between a Performance it felf, being preter-
natural] that is, an Effect in Nature produced not
by natiiral Caufes, and the Means by which that
Performance ‘is brought about, that 1s, the Perfon
applying thofe natural Means being fo : For we
cannot'mean the Performance, becaufe Diftempers
‘are frequently cared by ‘meer natural Means pro-
ceeding from the DiGates of humane Learning and
Reafoning ; and therefore it is the Perfon here only
we have Regard to who'is capable of prodacing a
natoral Effect, by Caufes he can know nothing of
but'by fuch preternatural Means as we are now in-
fifting ‘upon. ' Thus in the like Senfe we fhould
call a Perfon Enlightered, who thould produce a fine
‘Piece of Mechanifm of his own doing, who had ne-
ver ftudied or beénr inftructed in thofe Rules and
Laws of Motion, b¢-which only thofe Things can
be done ina natural Way, and from the Production
‘of which by a common Artificer we thould be in 1o
Surprife.  So that when we fee an Effeét brought
about by natural Caufes, ‘under the Dire@ion ot a
Perfon wholly unacquainted with their Efficacies
and manner of Operation, fuch a one we call En- -
dightened, or Gifted ; 'that is, he muft come to his
Knowledge of thoft Means by preternatural AC
fiftances. ' VAL §mia

3. The Evidences and Proofs of thefe extraordi-
nary Teachings, are only to a Perfon’s felf] who 1s
the happy Subject thereof, untill they are drawn
y A i i : Gﬂt
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out into A&ion; and then every one’ can’ teRify to
the Truth of then, from the Effe@s produced there-
by-; by the Fa&s frequently ' performed by thofe
who iare poffefled of' them. ™ So”that - this will ot
admit of that kind of Proof, as the Schools have
it & Priori, but'only & Pofferiori;. And as there are
fo many notorious Inftances of Conviction in - the
latter Way of 'Proof: there ‘are ‘need of no other.
He 'muft be greatly! gone into' Prejudice; who " will
not believe what every Day brings him fome frefh
Teftimony of, as in'a more proper Place will been-
quired into hereafer. 7 207 o Qiinasren )il ady

4. In the laft Place, we come to' fhéw that thefe
Perfons perform their Cures by fome fecret preter-
natural Informations, from their' Inipoflibility of
doing them by ary Affiftances’from ‘hamane Wil
dom and ' Learning.  For it is'cbvions to all ‘the
World, that thofé who make 'the greateft Pretenfi-
ons, and do'the greateft Wonders. dre moft remote
from any fuch Thing; and.are abfolutely Strangers
to all that is taught.by' common' Means. Nor is it
very difficalt to:account how it'thould be thus,” for
a little Smattering of Learning cannot but in {fome
Meafure ‘employ the Faculties; and prejadice the
Mind teo much in’Favour of nataral Medns, and 2
Relyance upon fecond Caufes ; whereas thofe who
have no lleaniing-'-zit‘ﬂlt,:'giv:-‘-éntirely into, and
wait for thofe Seeret Teachings ‘which Man’s Rea-
fon is wholly unaceiainted with. i

~ And for this Reaton, without Doubt, it is that we
find thofe who ‘¢oine off from' other Profeflions,
where they were neeflarily prepoffefled with fome
fmall Portion of Learning, never to make any con-
fiderable Advances this Way. A Stomachick Elixir,
or an - dnifcorbutick Tinfure, a perpetual Drawing
Plaifler, or a Lizenge of great Virtue, they fome-
times arrive to, but feldom further. ' 'What is won-
dertully to be -adinired at' heréin is; that among(t
. ' this
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this Sort this Gift feems to be difpenfed not only i
Proportion to the Abfence of all other Knﬂwle'ggb,
and the Aptitude of the Faculties upon that Ac-
count to receive it,” but alfo o as juft to fupply
thofe Exigencies which their Failure in other Points -
often brings them under, This admirable Diftri-
bution is very remarkable among@ the Brethren of
the' Lancet, and of the Peflle; where Learning and
humane Reafon has not been before-hand, this Gift
generally takes Place, and in Proportion to the
Want of Them does This generally abound. One of
the latter Fraternity has convey’d his Fame almoft
through the whole Kingdom by his uncommon Pro-
ficiency herein; from a few Clap Medicines and 2
Worm Powder: hé bas now ran  almoft over the
whole Province of Phyfick, that there is hardly an
Thing therein now out of hs Pretenfions; all
which feems to have been owing to a happy Impe-
petrability to all humane Inftruétion, and the total
Efcape of that Learning he was obliged to bring
with him from bis Profeflion, infomuch that he
now ftands upon as advantageous Terms as one
who could never write or read. -

. That the Knowledge thefe Perfons have of Dif-
eafes, or of the Means by which they cure them,
does proceed from fome preternatural and fecret
Informations, 1s alfo manifeft from the ftupendious
Cures of fuch who have never made any the leaft
Pretenfions to Learning and humane Helps, and
whom the World knows to be entirely deftitute of
them. How can it be imagin’d that a Blackfmith,
a Porter, or a Tinker, and fuch like Perfons, can
come to fuch Knowledge by their Acguaintance
with  Anatomy,  Pharmacy, or matural Philofophy,
and to my own Knowledge feveral fuch at this
Time are noted for their uncommon Pretenfions
in the Art of Healing, Opne of the lalt mentioned
Occupation, who fome Time fince mended old
Bellows
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Bellows ahd Sance-Pans, row fets up for an O
lift of the firft Rank, and advertifes feveral Thod-
fand Cures e his alrealy performed upon Cire F yes:
‘His, Predeceffor Sir #illiam, who was {o very emi~
nient in the fame ﬁ’ay, was known wholly-to rély
upon this Gift, as being upon all other Accounts 4
Perfon of matchlefs Ignorance and Stupidity. 3 '"’r.";dj
"Having thus explained what we mean by Shcréé
t}iﬁgbtaﬁiﬂgs,,l or {Ee'fﬁft of Healing, confider’d the
Qualifications of thofe ‘upon whom it is gefieraty
beftowed, and the Evidences we. Have of its RE-
ality 5 I fhall next endeavour to point out the clrief
Advantages whu:h Perfons thus informed ‘have, be-
fore thofe who rely meerly upoh Hu'mane_'yéérnﬁﬁﬁ
~ The firft Advantage of this Means of Inforthatioth
we {hall take Notice of, is the Eaft of its Attain:
ment. = All Acquiretiienits Whatfoever encreafe. of
fink in Value, in Proportion very much 'to the 13-
bour and Pains that are necelluty thereunto: Where
two Things therefore of equal Worth come into
Competition, that always will be preferred which

¥
i

can moft eafily be come at. ,, ol
 But this Gift of Curing Difeafes without any Act
quaintance with natural Caufes and their Effects,
s indeed rather to be called an wrexpe@ed Bleffng,
than an Accomplifiment procured by any {eeking for.
. For by what we obferve amongft thofe who have
it moft in Pofféflion, the moft likely way to 'have
it is to be fo_little’ qualify’d for the ufval Methods
of Inftruétion, as to be incapable of any Thing yel‘f'e't'.
So that in Order to be a Gifted Phyfician, that is, to
- pretend to cure Diftempers, whofe Nartutes and
Caufes they know nothing of, by any Medicines
or Means, the Operations .of which they are like-
wile Stranifr_n to; 'in Order to this, I {ay, it is me-
ceflary to keep the Mind as much difengaged fr::;r]t;
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all her Thm $ as, Pﬂﬂible a@nd preferved unﬁsh
Ied .mq.r :aces 0 humane on, wh ere
it w be-more in. l[},gﬁd" inefs ‘to recgvp Imphlfeg nf
a tg er Nature,

H]{_ Th:%lgdj?ff Jj}u;h PerTnmi zt lire fh

f: account ormus aﬂd uh{,w it. Js 3
ihaf whlcﬁ all ¢ gp en oug hﬁlm Qmmﬂl]l to fe ee
after, and that 1s a Mind entirely difinterefted froni
all orldly R ards, +This 1 i8 2 ﬁlefﬁng not. tq,be

eCred uptm uch as wnqld ma]se Gain nf 1t, a

mfﬁtute it fo avariti J_pt;s Purpofes. ﬁnﬂ theref‘ntq

phnfé who wuuld l;e: in Pnﬁefﬁnn ﬂf it, fhould not
ﬂnljr keep. themﬁelves clear from ail huu'iane Lﬂe“ra‘
ture, as before obferved, but likewife earheﬁ"ly la-
boar  to ; root nuj; all thﬂfe natural Corraptions
which every one cannot but bring into the Wuﬁﬂ
with him;, and. to arrive to that . Slmplgc::tﬁ_.a of
Mind, and Defire of doing good, as ‘is moft 1 Lifelv
to make fuch a G;ft of the moft e:tenﬁ;.e Bepeﬁ't
t'D Mﬂﬂklndf o %

_That grea Adfpt, Bafil VaIentms twas famﬂuﬁ
Inﬁance of ttu: Advantage of this, preparaiui‘y Ex-
purgatmn of nq,tural Corruption 3 whﬂﬁ:-wer readé
that invaluable' Piece which he left as his Le acy
to the World, and calls his Laff #ill ri:ud Tqﬂ.:meﬂ
will foon be ::nuvmt:ed ‘of the Ufefulnefs and Ne-
ceflity of this Difintereftednefs and Uptghtners of
'Mmd prepaiatory to an Tnitiation into fuch My[‘
teries, That wonderful Manas he arrived to great
Proficiency in the Gifted Way himfelf by fuch
Means, fo when he vauchfafed ihl$ his laft Legac?
to Pnﬁem}r, he did it in fuch a Manner as {hewed
his firm Relyance upon fuch Qualifications, as he
ordered the Manufcript to be hid behind the . ltar
of a Church, that it mght lye qntlll furng Peifon
thus endewed fhould be thﬂught worthy to find it. -
And fince there has arife one. qualify’d to be the
happy Finder, and by that Means it h 18 been tfqtnf-
e mitte
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mitted down to the prefent Age; yet it is wrapped
up in fuch a Style, and under fitcch myfterious Al-
legories, that it is altogether unintelligible ; unlefa’ -
to thofe who have merited and received the fame:
preternatural Helps.

And thus in our own Time and’ Country, we
find all thofe who make the greateft Advancesin
the Gifted Way, perfeétly free from all Confidera-
tions of Self-Intereft, and fuch as bend all their
Labours towards a publick Good. Itis the Fafe
of Mankind from Pain, and the Procurement of
the invaluable Blefling of Health, that are the no-
ble Motives upon which they act, and the fordid
Rewards of Riches and Wealth is what they rejet
with Difdain. Thus thefe Perfons will afford as
much of their falutary Affiftances for a Trifle
{carce worth mentioning, as another who vainly va-
Ines himfelf upon humane Learning; and aéts npon
Worldly Regards, will part with for vaftly much
greater Sums. As they are not puffed up with
worldly Knowledge, ft); they are not defirous of
any of its Rewards ; but' make Publication. of ‘theiy
Talents feveral Ways, meerly for the SatisfaGtion
of doing good, and to heal the Diftempers and Ma-
ladies of their Fellow-Creatures.

Thus while they who fet themfelves off with
Learning, and put their Confidence in that Know-
ledge which is had only from humane Inftrucion,
opprefs their Neighbours and Fellow-Creatures
with extravagant Expefations and Extortion, to
~ fapport an outward Grandeur, and indulge an un-
warrantable Pride; we find the Gifted Phyficians,
the only Enlightened Sons of Z[culapius, demeaning
themfelves on Stages in Places of Refort, and tene
dering Medicaments of ineftimable Value on Horfe-
back at the loweft Rates. They fcruple not to ac-
quaint the World with their Abilities in the Cure
of Difeafes by the meaneé’t Ways of Publicationfhfe

that
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that it can but break thro’ the Prejudices of fome,
and conduce to a common Good. They difdain
not to be advertifed in common News-Papers, nor
to recommend themfelves in Fragments, which are
- by the Ignorant and Profare often put to Ufes very
different from the Intention of the Difperfer, and
extreamly injurious to, and affronting the Good-
nefs and Generofity of the Authors. ; |

This Difpofition, this Humility and Benevolence
of Mind, is all that is requifite to a Perfon who
wonld lye in the Way of this Gift, and without it
all Expeétations will be in vain ; which as it agrees
likewife fo well with what is fo much conducive to
Happinefs upon other Accounts, it muft be looked
upon a very commendable Labour to ftrive after [uch
a Temper 5 and if at laft it happens to be crowned
with this Blefling, it is more than amply rewarded
even in this World.

Hence comes very naturally into Confideration,
the Affurances which every Perfon has within him-
felf of his being thus Enlightened. ‘To prove it in-
deed to others, is ‘what cannot be done but by
bringing it into Exercife, in the Cuwre of Difeafes.
- But nothing can be of a greater Certainty to a
Man’s felf than what he a&ually feels wrought
within him, and in fuch a Manner as to change the
very Powers and Faculties of the Mind, and brin
to Knowledge what before there were no Notices of,
and what could not be had by any natural Way.

And what great Advantages has a Perfon thus
taught, of tholc who labour in vain from their
Childhood after fuch Things, as they live in Un-
certainty about even to old Age. They who go
the common Road of the World, and toil in Schools
and Univerfities, never arrive to Perfe&ion, but af-
ter they have done their Utmoft, and gone the
greateft Lengths in humane Wifdom, are yet in
fome Matters left in Doubt and Uncertainty. And
' 14
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it cannot be expected otherwife, for fuch Means and
Afliftances cannot poflibly bring to Light the in-
ward Springs and Secrets of Nature; the moft
knowing in that way never go beyond Conjecture;
and there is always a Diffidence and Wavering in
the moft exalted natural Knowledge. Thus we
find the Learned, as they are called, continually
Wrangling about their Syftems and Theories 5 and
what one Age advances and is fond of, the next dif-
covers to be imperfe& and delufory, and rejeéts it
for fome new Notion, which alfo has bhut its Turn
to appear, and then give Flace again to fome o-
ther; whereas the truly Enlightened never contra-
dict one another, every one proceeding by an infal-
lible Rule which he has within himfelf, and which
can never either oppofe or aflift any other; they
trouble not the World with Difputes, nor write Vo-
lumes to prove another in the Wrong, or
themfelves in the Right; demonftrating daily, by
their AQions and Cures, the Infallibility of their
Guides. '

And this further brings us to the Advantage of
this Gift not being communicable to any other
for an Eulightened Pbyfician, although he 1s not in
any Diftruft about what he undertakes to perform
by himfelf, and is in the utinoft Confidence of Suc-

cefs with all his Patients, yet it 1s not in his Power

to communicate to any other the Reafons upon
which he proceeds, and how the Means he applies
operate in bringing about a Care.

This will not appear very extraordinary to
fuch who confider the vaft Difference there 1s be-
tween the Means of Information in both thefe Ca-
fes. The Gifted Pbyfician aéks from fecret Impulfes
made upon the Mind by fome preternatural Power,
without any Regard to the Properties and manner

f Operation in natural Agents: Whereas one wha
elies meerly upan humane Wifdom does nothing

3 bug
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, | !:u:t by the Notices he has obtained from Stucgy_. and

Obfervation, of the Efficacies of fuch and fuch
" Means. So that the former is as far from being

_able to give any Information to the latter, as two

Perfons of different Languages are from Converfing
together. o ¥

- "And for this Reafon, we find it always to no
Purpofe to be upon Enquiry with thefe Perfons a-
bout what they propofe to do in any particular Ca-
{es, and how they expect the Means they ufe fhould
bring about fuch certain Ends, becanfe they are ab-
folute Strangers to fuch Things themfclves: Upon

which Account they are not liable to be found 1n.

fuch Inconfiftencies and Contraditionsas the Learn-
¢d are fometimes obferved to fall into. Indeed to
gratify the unreafonable Expectations of fome Peo-
ple who are defirous of a Reafon in Matters they
are incapable of Underftanding, fome do conde-
feend to comply fo far with Cuftom as to frame
fome general Anfwers ; but then fuch-are alway

fo artfully contrived, that they will equally fit 31
Queftions alike, without any Danger of being de-
tefted, or found in any Impropriety. Thus if it be
afked, How fuch an EleZuary cures the Scurvy ¢ It
does it by aflifting Nature with its reftorative dul-
cifying Qualities, and by deftroying the cride fa-
line Particles of the Blood, whereby it 1s reduced
to its natural Balfamick Nature; and fuch lax
Terms they run on in 3 but rationally to account
for any natural QOperation, fo as to be underftood
by an intelligent Perfon, they make not the leaft

Pretence.

" The Impoflibility of Communicating this G;-ﬁ. -.
from one another, is alfo attended with one Ad-

vantage, the want of which is reckoned very prejus

dicial amongft the Learned ; for as one Gifted Perfon |

cannot make another fo, fo their Numbers are not
liable to that Encreafe as they are on the other

- oldeg
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Side, where one Phyfician may bring up a great
many more by the fame Means he was taught him- -
fclf. But the Benefits arifing from hence are of
too mean Confideration to be reckoned fuch By
Perfons fo publick-fpirited as thefe always are.

There are indeed a Number of Perfons who fet
up for the Cure of Difeafes, who cannot properly be

‘reckoned of this Sortment, nor are they of the

Number of the Learned, and thefe are fuch as prac-
tice by Receipts. As we find fome extraordinary
Medicine handed down thro’ feveral Generations
in the fame Family, and the Son fets' up for a Do-
¢lor from a Manufcript bequeathed him by his Fa-
ther, under all the Reftrictions of a religious Se-
Crecy. :

Thefe are fometimes obtained by Purchafe, but
the Buyer always takes fiich Care to repay himfelf,
that generally makes it coftly to get a Cure of
fuch mercenary People. And here I think it 2
proper Place to advertife my Country-men where,
in they are moft grievoufly impofed upon, by being .
both cheated of their Money, and couzened out n‘%
their Health, if not their Lives. :

There are a Set of Sharpers who take {o far the
Advantage of weak Perfons Credulity, who with
little Trouble are perfwaded to try any Means for
their Recovery, which comes recommended to
them with any Plaufibility and Colour of Reafon,
that they make it their Study to contrive fomething
in the Form of a Medicine, and after affixing to it
fome furprizing Name, advertife it in the common
Papers with fuch a Charater and Recommenda-
tion as draws in Perfons to try it, when they are
confcious to themfelves, the beft Effeét of it is to da
no Harm.

A Perfon who is impudent and wicked enough

to attempt to make his Fortune this Way, has no-
thing to do but to con:rive fomething ot no Eff-
cacy



(22)

cacy into the Form of a Medicine, employ foms
neceflitous Scholar to compofe an' Advertifement,
and then follow it fo clofe in the Common Papers,
as cannot fail drawing fome weak People in to
try it. Thus a new Rolle in the Hands of a
Medicinal Pedlar, with a little Turmerick,
Powder of Ginger, or Liquorifh, or fome Drug
that may give it a Medicinal Smell and Afpect, may
be made into fimall Boxes of Pills, which thall pro-
mife to be good for all Diftempers of the Head, or
Stomach, or Bowels, or to any Purpofe which 1s
like to draw in the moft Patients ; and as it never
does Harm, it never produces any publick Refent-
ments, fo if from any other Caufe, which often
happens, the Patient grows better about that Time,
this Cheat runs away with the Honour of a Cure,
and Certificates are daily advertifed of the wonder-
ful Effects of fuch a Medicine. And in the fame
manner, a Mixture with a little Cherry Brandy
that may alter its Tafte and Smell, or a Tincure
of Cochinel, or Red Sanders, may pafs for an Elixir,
or a Tinfure of as many Vertues as a crafty Cheat
can contrive, and an Infufion of Gentian Root and
Orange Peals, may, from an ordinary Stomachick,
enlarge its Vertues to the Curing of Agues, and all
Peftilential Infe@ions, according as the Weaknefles
and Follies of the People feem fitted by fome new
Alarms to receive fuch Impofitions.

From thefe Impoftares it is that the Bulk of the
Advertifrments in Newr-Papers is taken up with
Quack-Medicines, (for thefe may juftly be called
fo) for the Contrivers are very fenfible that there
is nothing in the Things themfelves that can re-
commend them after Tryal, and therefore they are
forc’d to follow them thick with continued Re-
membrances of their great Efficacies and Virtues,
otherwife they would foon be forgot, and difcon-
tinue being enquired after.  Thefe Cheats may ge-
nerally be known by their appearing without any

: s ; kunown
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known Perfons Name who is Living, and their be-
ing fold at Coffee-Houfes, Toy-Shops, and fuch like
Places, the Venders themfelves knowing nothing of
the Medicines, or the Authors, but receiving them
from unknown Hands, with fuch Allowances for
Sale In a Second Part of this Work, I fhall make
it my Bufinefs to dete&t thefe Impoftures 5 and in
the mean Time let this be a Caution to the two
Brothers, Fubn and Ben, how they continue to bubble
Mankind this Way, for I fhall be particularly free
with Them. And to this good End, I defire the In-
formations and Lights that any can give, fo that
fuch Cheats may be fetched out of their Conceal-
ment, and expofed to that Negle¢t and Contempt
which they deferve.

But to return to the latter Sort {poke of, who
may not improperly be called Receipt or Noffrum-
Mongers; for they are abfolately circamf{cribed
within what is tranfmitted to them by Inheritance
or Parchale, and trade only with That, not pre-
tending to any other Knowledge, either of Humane
or a Preternatural Origin. Were it nicely to be
enquired into, moft of the Receipts and Medicines
which are thus handed abeut, and proftituted to
mercenary Purpofes, would be found to have origi-
nally been the Produce of a Gifted Talent. Would
it not carry me into too great a Length, I conld
trace the moft celebrated now in Ufk up to fuch an
Origin, and it would not be very difficult to dil-
cover by what Accidents it has happened that they
have fallen into {uch undeferving Hands.

And here I cannot omit obferving that thofe
Phyficians, reckoned of the Learned who have been
moft in Efteem for doing good, have by fome means
or other obtained fuch Secrets, either by Purchafe
or accidental Acquaintance, and I dare not fay ne-
ver by the fame preternatural Means as we are here
fpeaking. Thus we have lodged in the Shops of

Apothecaries
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Apothecaries Secrets that none know of but the
Phyfician himfelf who makes them, or orders them to
made under all poflible Obligations of Secrecy ;
and fuch go for that Do&tor’s Noffrums ; with which
it is generally obferved that he does more Good,
and that the Cures made by them raife his Credit
and Reputation beyond all he ever does by thofe
Means which are under the Direction of ordinary
Knowledge.

There 1s fome Difficulty upon what Foot to
ground our Expettations from thefe Phyficians;
tho’ it is very remarkable, and confirming an Ob-
fervation before made about thole Perfons who come
into the Gifted Way from Profeflions of Learning,
that thofe to whom the World is moft beholden to
for fuch Secrets that are from themfelves, are al-
ways of the meaneft Abilities as to Learming and
matural Knowlrdge ; fo that this Gift, as before re-
marked, feems to find Perfons juft where Learning
and common Senfe leaves them.

By Thofe it is, that at fuch an Apothecary’s only
can be had fuch a Doctor’s Pills 5 and at anothers,
fuch a ones Elixir ; and even the Publick-Honfes
and Shops are frequently made Places of Vent for
thefe Things, in common with the Cheats juft now
mentioned. Some of thele 4rcana arerecommended
to anfwer almof in all Cafes; but fuch are the
fooneft to be fufpected. There 1s a black Powder
that now goes under a Phyfician’s Name, otherways
of very {imall Note, which levels almoft at all Di-
ftempers, it happens therefore to be an Analeptick,
Antibyflerick, Antiparalytick, Antibeiick, and what
anfwers moft Intentions, and beft fits the Cafe of
the Patient in Hand, the’ it primarily appeared
only as on Anti/pafmodick. It has been much dif-
puted whether this Powder, tho’ pretended good
for {o many Purpofts, ever was of any Service, un-
lefs to thofe concerned in its Sale; however, it is

generally
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generally agreed, that there are few or no .Inﬁgncegu
of its doing Harm. 8 R i
Something appears very unaccountable in the
Conduét of one Perfon, very famous by the frequent
Repetition of his Name and Medicines in the'
News-Papers, as 1t runs counter to what has been
before the conftant Praétice. He was indeed e-
quipp’d with fo much Learning as to carry him to
an 1nferior Branch of Phyfick, but 'his great Defi-
giencies therein laid him open to thefe Secret Teach-'
ings, which at laft he altogether rely’d upon; ‘and
with fuch Succefs, that if moderate. Acquifitions of
Wealth and Credit conld content him, he might have
been eafy, but fiich, it feems, has been the amazing
Pride and Vanity ofhis Heart, as to throw him apon’
the Purchafe of a North Britifh Diploma, and to buy
the empty Name of a Phyfician, when he cannot but
be confcious to himfelf, of his not being able to
practife any otherwile than as a Gifted Empirich.
E{r_: has he indeed ever fince p.re:tlgﬁded to'go ou
of his old Circle of Bitters, which he was Mafler of
long before, \ B S o B
.-'_'ig‘his latter Inftance brings me to take Notice,
that tho’ it may be commendable' and of Service to
the Wor!d for a_Gifted Perfon to ‘come out 'from
Profeflions of Learning, when they are withih the
proper Qualifications ; but it is certainly a very
rievous and prefumptuous Offence for “one wha
has been thus fecretly taught to be fo. far t_i:i‘i*i?g
away with Pride ‘and Worldly Vanity, ‘s to diin
at that worthlefs Reputation, which is obtained -
mongft the common People of the World by Hus
mane Learning. It muft certainly put a Check up-
on thole Secret Afiffances and Means of Enfirmatior,
as it maniteftly appears to be an open Aftront
thereunto.  This ftrange hankering after Worldly
Honours and Titles, by Perfons whofe Intereft it
manifeltly is to make tlg;;r Pretenfions  quite upon
, THgBJ 1k . (b
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afiother Foot, is very much to be blamed, and isa’
Fault at firft Sight fo monftrous and rafh in it
felf, that one wounld think it fcarce poflible to find
Perfons go 1nto it: . But as feveral have been fo
weak, I fhall take the Liberty here to admonifh
them of their Errots in fuch a munner, that if it
fucceeds not in Reclaiming paft Offenders, yet it is
hoped to have the good Effect to prevent the like
nereafter. o, | | ; - s '

By the foregoing, it appears that the colletted Bo-
dy of fuch as deal in Medicine, are enabled fo to
do either from Education and Learning, or from
fome private Afliftances, which we call Secret Teach-
iigg or Illumination; and wholoever we find medling:
in that Province who are not manifeftly fromi one
of thofe two Origins, muft be Cheats and Impoftors.
Such in the Second Part of this Enquiry we fhall
endeavonr to dete@, and expofe to due Shame and
Contempt. Of thofe who pradife the latter Way,
that 1s, by Secret Illumination, tho’ they are much
the greater Body, yet fuch are the Prejadices of the
World, that thofe who are of the -former Sort. pafs
ﬁ;tﬁ)f{j’ﬂre Repuration, tho' their Abilities in Heal-
ing are not fo great, and they cannot perforin fo
many Cures. And this, it is to be feared, has
weighed too much with fome of. the, Gifted, info-

nuch that they have frequently declined rtheir owm
g::iftmﬁlit, difowned their Means of Inftruciion, and
put thewfelves upon the World for Perfons en-
dewed with Huymane Learming. | 3
. As, this caeno but appear an Offence of the
higheft . Aggravation, fuch as I have detefted in
this Wickednefs, I fhall make no Scruple to expofe.
In the firft Place then, I fhall be free with that
Perfon who has found a double Account in putting
Jhimfelf off for a Perfon of fome Leaining, and boaft
ing in a printed Book of his uncommon Skill in
Claps and Venereal Cafes - As the Book his brm;]glit

m
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him Patientsby the great Pretenfions made there-
- 1, fo likewife by its notorious Obfcenity, it fells
not only as a Treatife of Phyfick, but, as Murcins
or Rocheffer, it -isin Efteem with lewd Per{ons, and
fo by Debauching the Minds of Youth, it ‘gives
them an earlier [tch after thofe unlawful Pleatures,
1n the Parfuit of which, they meet with thefe Mif
fortunes it is his Profefiion to remedy. =
This Apoftate, (for fo I muft call all fuch who
£zl off from preternatural Enlightenings, and go' back
again into #Worldly and Carnal Means) atter fome
fruitlefs Attempts in the ufual Way of an 4potbeca-
vy to raife his Fortune and Reputation, wis reduced
for fome Time into thofe lowly and humble - Cir-
cumitances .in which this Gift generally finds Pet-
fons; and had he kept within the Compafs of fuch
a Praltice, he feemed admirably fitted to excell in
that Way ; but {ince Pride and Avarice have tempt.
ed him intoan open Affront of fuch Afiffances, it
1s already pretty ealy to.guefs how fuch a Detec-
‘tion is like to berewarded ; for it 1s plain that that
Certainty and Infallibility which always attends
the truly Gifted has left hbum: So that by then he
has gone round with the Town in one Diftemper,
his Inability to make good his Prerenfions is de-
tected, and he is forced to have Recourfe to fome
new Impofition, Thus as {oon as bis Clap Patients
rejet him, he alarms the Town afrefh with his
wonderful Skill in the Gont ; and, as before, pro-
claims his Pretenfions in a printed Book ; not pre-
tending to ‘give any rational Account of that Di-
ftemper, or of the Reafonablenefs of his Method of
'Cure, but juft as a Quack Bill to [ay great Things
of the Secret he has difcovered, give a Lilt'of Per-
fons pretended to have been cured thereby, and to
draw ignorant People info a frefh Bite. And after
this is again found to bz only a vain Boaft, he s
ey D 2 now

LY
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m;r ,attempn Igda othef Rﬁund’ mth an extranr- :
: ﬁgngr;y ;?pergfc. ap: nﬂ: Agrre:._' | |

. ~.We have anot Perfon famous = at the

Jattqr End of News Pa ers, juft ‘of ‘the fame

Cuts, and an Out Caft ﬁ’nm Pbsrrmaﬂy, from his be-

ing incapable of Learumg it,  This Man, tho’ -
brought up to hs Profetlion under a Mafter of

known Worth, yet fuch was the Impenetrability of
is, Underﬁ'mdmg,, that he became the Jeft and
publick Laughter of his Fraternity, being called, by
way of Derifion, Pb:bfa ber Fecbns and not a great
]e after his ,B-:gmmng n the Wnrlﬁ for him-
h¢ fell. ﬁfr the Reproach of having his Me-
i0ines fnun not fit fﬂ: ufe, the Perfons who had 2

Praper .&uthnr:;y fo to do, throwing them into the
;:we({ and ohhgmg huntﬂ pay a “ing befides for

ffence, , -

EEH; Mlsfor uges I’nnn hmnbled him into Qua-
hﬁ;@:m 5&}1-% g‘}fd Brother, and he waited not_
2o glbe,fnrg e fo n ‘the thgbtermg come. upon
| Eulm, rﬁr {}I]E:D'ﬁﬂfn er, then leading him info

.another :. Eﬂﬂﬁ,ﬂ Eggwn beumati_{#u Cholicks, Con-
ﬁmfpxm; _‘ﬁ;nm’gc G:ee:: S:dmgfs all fall befure
iy butin W n;s edms Wonders.

" Yet.notwithftanding this great Succefs, and that
_he has no manner of Prétenfions'to know 4 any thing
:_bnt in.this gifted F"*ay’ ﬁic‘h of late has been his Im-
_pudence and Vanity' tq put himfelf off for one of
Learuivg s not only By irequenting’ Auélions, and
Buying Books he underftands nothing of, but by
sattempting himfelf to give Lucid and Sucin Ac-
.counts in Print, of the Reafonablenefs of -his own
Pradtice, and Managemmt of Diftempers. And
Auch dp}‘lﬁ'&tﬁ to be his Ambition in the Way of the
World, that not lﬂng fince he. offered five Guineds
go.one to write, a_Book' for him aboat the Cholick,
".of which he was topafs for the Author. But T ﬁ'ldﬂ
Ieave his collufive Dealings in that Affsir to be re-

1ehttd
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_fented, at a propet Time, by the Perfon who was
very unworthily dealt with theremn. - © i
I have fometimes indeed been in' Doubt whether
this Perfon ever was under any true Enlightenings or
not, and whether he ought not rather to be reckon’d
. with thofe we commonly call Gheats or Impoftors
the only Reafon in his Favour for a Gifted Man, is
his great Ignorance and Stupidity, and the admira-
ble Qualifications he has to expect fuch Helps. = If
‘he be then what Charity commands us to hope, he
‘certainly has had a very great Portion of Illumina-
tion, as none undertakes more,or pretends to greater
Affurance of Succefs in all they undertake than he
does ; as we daily fee Certificates of new Cures he
‘makes in fiveral Diftempers. ' But let him then
keep within thofe Bounds, and not: wickedly and
‘knowing affront the Means by which he is enabled
to do fuch great Thingsy and endeavour to raife
any Reputation by a Shew of Learning, when ’tis
notorious to all, that he bhas noney and that of his
natural Abilities and Knowledge had: been fufficient to
have made him an. Apothecary, he ne’er would have
been able, as now, to excell the molt eminent Fhy-
ficians. Patemiord  enohsY 1536
-~ There are too many more of this Number who
put a Difgrace upoh chefe Secret Teachings, by tak-
ing hold on all. Opportunities' to pafs for Men of
Letters, to take Notice of here fingly. This ftrange
and very unjuftifiable Defire, has at one Time or
.other, perhaps,iproduced the molt out of the Way
‘Nonfenfe and Jargon that was ever met with.  How
'many Divifions’has been run upon the Word Vennis
“to decorate the Title-Pages of Books writ about the
-Pux, Venus has been wnmasked, deceived | extombed, and
put into abundance’ of firange Circumftances, by
thefe notable Writers. | Somesmake their Addreflds
‘to' thole who. have been Sporting in. her Gardens ;
and a Thoufand Conceits the Pretenders this:Way
29004 are
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are guilty of in - their Publications, which ‘amufe
Fools, and make wife Men fick. = vYEY

+Every Body has now thruft into their Hands, or
may have it for afking, 4 Scheme of the Secret Dif-
eafe which, for the publick Good, 1s given away,
bat' the Intention is to draw foolith Readers mnto
the Parchafe and Trial of fome paultry Remedies
_recommended ~therein. ~ Upon ‘the fame Policy is
likewife to be had Gratis a Piecé of as eminent Phi-
Jofophical Gingle and Nonfenfe as ever faw the
Light, only to recommend to Sale 2 Sympathetick
Mecklace. ~ By fome peculiar Sublimities in the
Follies of the laft, T fufpect ' the Author to be
shore Knave than Blockhead. .' a50f)

- But howfoever fome may fall. away from' the
Simplicity and Integrity of a Gifted: Prafice, and
be drawn afide by worldly Craft and Profit, yet
fuuch as keep firm to. their fecrét Guides, confcious
‘to themftlves of not being able to pretend any thing
upon any other Foot, are the/only Perfons that I
-am here profefledly in Defence of. :

- I cannot be infenfible how odd the Notion I have
~here advanced of Secret Teachings in Phyfick, may ap-
pear to fome Perfons. From fuch I only afk the
fime Freedom which has always been allowed in
Matters of Speculation.  If 1 find, upon further
Examination, that I have been led into a Miftake,
the World (hall find me very ready to own it. - As
for fome Terms made ufe of herein, I know they have
been applied in Matters of a higher Concern, with
fuch a religious Regard, that it may not be ver

pleafing to fome, as looking like Ridicule ; butif it
be a Fa& that Perfous can cure Diftempers by
Means which they are not inftructed in by the or-
dinary Way of Knowledge, they muft be directed
therein by Helps, which I cannot think of any
properer Names for, than what I bave here given

them. ¢ buig
0 Therg
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~T'here are a great many Obje&tions to be brought;
againft the Perfons whom I'have appeared in Vindi-:
cation of, and Arguments tending to weaken the
Credit of their performing thofe Cures which they.
induftrionfly advertife the World of § many I have
heard talk in this manner; that as they take allOp-
portunities to enlarge their Reputation, {o every
Perfon who comes out of their Hands with his Life,
is always marked Recovered, fo that they run away:
‘with the Credit of Curing all who do not dye: And
it 1s well known to thofe who are but little acquain-
ted with Phyfick, what fome particular Medicines
will do in fome Diftempers, towards obtaining fome
Remiflion, which are {o far from being able to make
a lafting Cure, that the Diftemper returns with Ag-
gravation, when the Efficacy of the Medicine 1s
over : Thus in fome Cholicks, Rbeumatifms, and Difs
orders attended with fharp Pains, Opiates {carce can
fail of Procuring Jome Truce ; and if they be conti-
nued, may fo far difguife it to the Patient, as to
flatter him with a Cure, but he will {oon be convin-
ced of his Error by his returning Torments. And
' fuch Intermiflions as thefe your Empiricks take the
Advantage of, get leave, for a publick Good, to
have fuch an extraordinary Cure certified undet
Hand, and then fill the Coffee-Houfes with them in
Print. If the abufed Patient is like to eomplain to
his Dif-Reputation, it is not difficult to lay the Re-
turn upon a Cold, or fome Irregularity ; or if he be
poor, to leave him under fuch Demands as may de-
ter him from Talking to the Do&tor’s Prejudice,~—
Thefe, and what other Difficulties occur, {hall be
fully confidered hereafter: And in the mean Time,
to convince the Reader thoroughly of my Impar-
tiality in this Affair, I promife to employ all Op-
_portunities of Enquiring into the Juftice and Truth
" of all Pretenfions to Empiricifm, and detet the De-
frauder wherefoever he appeass ; and to this FPur-
pele,






























