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INTRODUCTION.

H E chief defign of this little

piece is, to refcue from obli-
vion the laudable zeal of thofe noble
and worthy perfonages, who firft
carried into execution the plan for
eftablithing a Society for the encou-
ragement of Arts, Manufa&ures and
Commerce, by recording a feries of
facts which refle® the higheft honor
on thofe illuftrious patrons, whofe
gencrous benevolence, indefatigable
application, and conftant attendance
gave that fan&ion to the undertaking;
which alone could produce the de-

B 2 fired



iv INTRODUCTION.

fired effect of ef’célblifhing iton a firm
and durable bafis : and by which it
has {ince been enabled to make fo
rapid a progrefs, as in a fhort time
to equal any Society in Europe, both
with refpeé to the extenfive utility
of its defigns, and the number of its

members.

SuveraL particulars relative to the
origin of this Society having been loft
to the public for many years, it may
not be improper to mention, leaft
the authenticity of the following nar-
rative thould be difputed, that the
fubftance of it was drawn up by the
late James Theobald, Efq; one of
the firft Vice Prefidents of the Soci-
ety, from averbal relation given him
by Mr. Shipley; and that the fame
gentleman  afterwards  prefented a

C Opy



INTRODUCTION. v

copy of that relation to the Antigua-
rian Society : the original manufcript,
in the hand writing ot Mr. Theobald;
the editor has perufed on the prefent
occafion, and finding that it con-
tained fomeanecdotes concerning the
private affairs of Mr. Shipley which
wereforeign to his purpofe, he has{up-
prefled them, and has inferted in the
following pages {ome interefting cir-
cumitances which are not to be tound
in-Mr. Theobald’s manufcript, but
have lately been communicated to
him by Mr. Shipley, and fome
other gentlemen, and are as well at-
tefted as any of the facts contained in
the manufcript depofited in the An-
tiquarian Society.

It may perhaps be {uggefted that

this performance is premature, be-

caufe
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caufe the Society have ordered an
hiftorical regifter to be compiled by
their learned and ingenious Secretary
Dr. Templeman, under the dire&ion
of a fele& committee appointed for
that purpofe. In anfwer to this, I
have only to obferve that, the Society
having given all due encouragement -
to a great variety of Arts, and Manu-
factures, and to feveral branches of
Commerce, by means of which, new
difcoveries and confiderable improve-
ments have been made in each clafs ;
the ample relation of the happy ef-
feéts of the Society’s premiums, toge-
ther with the neceflary deferiptions
of the feveral Models, Machines, &g,
which have been deemed worthy
their attention, will form a volumi=
nous, and conlequently an expenfive
work, which cannot be purchafed nor

read
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read by the public in general; and
‘that the publication of it is an
event rather to be withed than fpee-
dily expected, if it be confidered that
almoft the whole of the Secretary’s
time is employed in difcharging the
common duties of his Office, befides
as there are fo many fubje@s to be
treated of in the propofed regifter,
little room can be expected for record-
ing the fimple, but entertaining inci-
dents, which gave birth to the firft
idea of forming fuch a Society, and
which it is neceffary the public {hould
be acquainted with, eipecially as it
is but too commonly remarked, that
when great aflociations are arrived at
themeridian of fuccefs and perfeion,
the minutenefs of their origin is for-
got, ‘and men are thereby deterred

from
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from engaging in {imilar laudable
undertakings.

Ir therefore to gratify the impati-
ence, and fatisfy the curiofity of the
public who have long been defirous of
perufing fome account of the rife and
progrefs of the Society, be“a fault,
the editer of this performance ftands
condemned, but hopes it will be re-
membered, that he only confiders it
in the light of an introdu&ion to the

Hiftorical Regifter of the Society ;
and that he has been ftudioufly at-

tentive to do honor to the firft found-
ers, and to the prefent members of
this laudable aflociation, and has
firictly purfued the dicates of impar-
tiality, candour and truth, through-
out the whole narrative.

As
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As he fhall be found to have ad-
hered to, or deviated from thefe
grand criterions of narrative merit,
he defires to ftand approved or con-
- demned, and hereon relies for the
patronage and protection of the un-
prejudiced and benevolent.

To filence the feverer critic, he
pleads his privilege as a Member,
and prefumes to affert, that he has
a right, from thofe principles of
freedom and independency which
are the grand fupport of the So-
ciety, to offer to the public with
all due deference and becoming
modefty, fuch an account of the
refpetable body to which he be-

longs, as fhall incite every great

G and
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and good man to alpire to the
honour of adding ' one 'to ' the
number of it’s '~ worthy Mem-
bers, | '

A Con-



A
CONCISE ACCOUNT
L E v HLE

Rife, Progrefs, and Prefent State

Of the SOCIETY, for the En-
couragement of ArTs, Manu-
FACTURES and COMMERCE.

#ﬁﬁﬁﬁ% R. WILLIAM SHIPLEY,
:éﬁ"“"ﬂ“"*—k" to whom this laudable Society
2 é M N& owe their origin, when he firft

Y ¥ et

F* e ; 3
AL conceived the defign of propof-

-

ing fuch an inftitution to the
public, refided at Northampton, where, in
toe courfe of his acquaintance with feveral
learned and ingenious gentlemen, he fre-
quently took an opportunity of mentioning

€ 3 the
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the good effelts rewards had been produétive
of, on many public and private occafions; and
in fupport of the truth of his remark, feveral
inftances were quoted in converfation, both
from ancient and modern hiftory : but what
more particularly engaged Mr. Shipley’s
attention to this fubje& was, a familiar in-
ftance which then fell within his own ob-
{ervation.

A7t Northampton there are annually two
very confiderable fairs for horfes, at each
of which, feveral thoufands are expofed to
fale, and the dealers in horfes refort to thefe
fairs to purchafe them, not only from
different parts of this kingdom but alio from
foreign countries : Mr. Shipley having ob-
ferved for fome time what large fums of money
were annuallyreturned bythis branch of trade,
was induced to enquire into the caufe of the
fuccefs of thefe fairs, and was informed that
the premiums of the king’s plates, and of the
plates given by private fubfcriptions for races,
in the different counties of the kingdom,

had
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had encouraged a great number of jockies
and other dealers to breed race horfes, and
for that purpofe to import Arabian ftallions,
by which means in procefs of time the
breed had been fo confiderably improved,

that vaft numbers of valuable horfes not
only proper for-races, but alfo ufeful in the
field of battle, and for many sther purpofes,
had been bred in many counties, and had
been fold at much higher prices than were
formerly given for the beft horfes at thefe
fairs ; and he was alfo informed that the
value of the exports of horfes to foreign
parts at this time was computed to amount
at leaft to thirty thoufand pounds per an-
num.

From this remarkable inftance of the
good effects of the premiums given at horfe
races, {o little known or attended to by the
generality, who only look upon thefe races
as {eminaries of every fpecies of vice, Mr.
Shipley made this fenfible refletion : if fuch
is the advantage arifing to my country from

thefe
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thefe partial premiums, which in appear=
ance feemed only calculated to promote a
favourite diverfion, how glorious,; how ex-
tenfively: ufeful it muft prove, to eftablifh
public premiums for the general encourage-
ment of Arts, Manufa&ures and Com-
merce ! Thus infpired by the nobleft and
beft of pafiions, the love of his country,
be fhortly after drew up propofals for infti-
tuting a Society for the purpofes above men-
tioned 3 this done he found himf{elf at a lofs
to whom to apply for afliftance 'to enable
bim to carry his defign into execution ;
howcver, he ventured to folicit thofe gen-
tlemen to whom he had firft communicated
his thoughts on the fubjet ; but he met
with fo little encouragement from them,
owing to the great difficulties which theyap-
prehended mutt neceffarily attend the carry-
ing {o extenfive a {cheme into execution,
that he was totally diffuaded from attempt-
ing it; and for the prefent laid afide all
thoughts of making any further applica-
tions on that head, but as he theught

the
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the propofals might one day prove of fome
utility, he carefully preferved them ; and
happily, fome time after, a favourable cir-
cumftance once more expanded the wings
of expectation, and opened a door to a more
{uccefsful attempt to accumpafh th1s 1m-
portant defign.

IN-thﬁ year ‘1751, having obferved the
oppreflive methods made ufe of by the en-
groflers of wood and coals in the town of
Northampton, whofe ufual cuftom was, to
lay in great ftores of thefe commodities in
fummer, and to fell them retail to the poor
at very exorbitant prices, during the rigour
of the winter, he formed a {cheme for pre-
venting  this cruel practice in future, by
propofing to fome of the fubftantial inha-
bitants to raife a fund by voluntary fubfcrip-
tion in order to buy in a ftock of fuel on
the beft terms, and to retail it to the poor
at prime coft, fubject only to the incidental
charges of warchoufe ropm and a moderate
profit to a man to take care of the ftock;

the



1
the perfons applied to, not readily agreeing
to this propofal, Mr. Shipley who had this
a& of charity, greatly at heart, refolved to
employ what money he could {pare in this
benevolent plan; and accordingly laid out
twenty guineas in purchafing wood and
coals; which he determined to fell to the
poor at firft coft : when thofe to whom he
firft imparted his refolution, faw that he had
a&ually fet the example himfelf, and had
made a beginning, they then concurred
with the plan, and fubfcribed about one
hundred and twenty guineas to be employed
in this undertaking, and appointed him
their treafurer, for two years f{ucceffively :
by means of this fubfcription, fea coal for
which the poor were obliged, in the winter,
to pay twenty pence per buthel, was deliver-
ed out at thirteen pence; pit coal was re-
duced from two fhillings and fixpence, to
one fhilling and five pence ; and wood from
fourteen, to nine pence, per hundred

weight.
Tus
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‘Tue fuccefs of this fcheme greatly encou=
raged Mr. Shipley once more to turn his
thoughts to the revival of his favourite
plan for encouraging Arts, &c. juftly con-
cluding, that if fo much good had been
done by his little fubfcription for lowering
the price of fuel in a fingle town, great and
noble advantages might in all human pro-
bability be expected to arife from a fcheme
of fo extenfive a nature as to comprehend
the whole kingdom, and judging by the
prefent cafe, that if even a {mall beginning
was once made ; it might be attended with
the fame fuccefs. He therefore confulted
the right honourable lord Hallifax, and
fome ingenious and public fpirited gentle-
men in the neighbourhood, who gave him
{everal ufeful hints on the occafion, and
now it was, that he firft thought of carrying
hie plan to London, as the only place
where it was likely fpeedily to take effec,
as there alone, he could hope to find a {uffi-
cient number of perfons of high rank and

D dif-
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diftin¢tion ever ready to patronize and pro-
mote any laudable defign for the welfare
and intereft of Society : the only perfons
that he was acquainted with at this time in
London, who were capable of forwarding
his defign, were, Mr. Henry Baker, Mr.
Mefliter, and Mr. Crifpe; he had alfo a re-
commendation to the reverend Dr. Stephen
Hales of Teddington, fince deceafed. On
his arrival he waited on the doctor, and
communicated to him the intent of his
journey : this public {pirited and moft inge-
nious gentleman readily concurred with him
in the undertaking, and informed him, that
the lord vifcount Folkf{tone, and lord Rom-
ney had expreffed to him an ardent defire of
feeing fome fuch plan carried into execu-
tion, and had promifed if any fuch fthould
take place, that they would become fub-
fcribers thereto, he alfo promifed Mr. Ship-
ley, if he would print his propofals, that
he would difperfe copies of them among
many of our public fpirited nobility and
gentry : having f{o far fucceeded in his firft

appli-
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application, he then waited on Mr. Henry
Baker, who generoufly affifted him by giv-
ing him various recommendations to proper
perfons who might forward his defign: he
alfo revifed his propofals and plan, which
were {oon after fent to the prefs.

Tue following is printed from one of
the copies of that impreflion.

P.R:O PO 5. A:L:S

For raifing by fubfcription a fund to
be diftributed in Premiums for
the promoting of improvements
in the LIBERAL ARTS and
SCIENCES, MANUFAC-
TURES, &

S riches are acknowledged to be the
ftrength, Arts and Sciences may
juftly be efteemed the ornaments of nati-

ons. Few kingdoms have ever been for-
D 2 midable
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1midable without the one, or illuftricus with-
‘out the other ; or very confiderable without
‘both.---Does it not then behove every na-
tion to cultivate and promote amougft the
members of her own community, what are
fo apparently and eminently conducive to
her intereft and glory ¢ Encouragement 1s
much the {fame to Arts and Sciences as cul-
ture is to Vegetables : they always advance
and: flourifh in proportion to the rewards
they acquire,- and the honours they obtain.
---The Auguftan age amongft the Romans,
and fome preceeding ages amongit the
Greeks, were remarkable for' the delicacy
of their tafte and the noblenefs of their
produlions ; they have recommended and
endeared them{elves to all pofterity by many
valuable monuments of genius and induftry.
None, I prefume, will imagine, that the
men of thofe times were endued with na-
tural abilities fuperior to the reft .of man-
kind in former ages, or in thisour prefent
time, but their abilities originally ' equal,
rofe to this fuperiority, by falling into a
more
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more fertile {oil, and being exerted under
more favourable influences. Had the fame
advantages been enjoyed, even in the moft
fupine and barbarous periods, there is no
doubt but genius would have fhined, and
induftry toiled, and very probably with
equal fuccefs. '

Pror1T and honour are two tharp fpurs,
which quicken invention, and animate ap-
plication ; it is therefore propofed, that a
fcheme be fet on foot for giving both thefe
encouragements to the liberal fciences, to
the polite arts, and to every ufeful manu-
faGtory. That with this view a fund be
raifed by fubfcription for the diftribution of
fome fuitable premium or honorary grati-
fication for any and every work of diftin-

guithed ingenuity. ‘That whoever fhall
make the moft confiderable progrefs in any

branch of beneficial knowledge, or exhibit
the moft compleat performance in any fpe-
cies of mechanic fkill, whoever fhall con-
trive, improve, execute, or caufe to be ex-

ecuted
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ccuted any fcheme or project calculated for
the honor, the embellifhment, the intereit,
the comfort, (or in time of danger, for the
defence of this nation) may receive a reward
fuitable to the merit of his fervices. Such
an undertaking, it is thought, may eafily
be eftablifhed, and as eafily fupported, by
a body of generous and public {pirited per-
fons, and itis hoped may prove an effeGtual
means to embolden enterprize, to enlarge
Science, to refine Art, to improve our
Manufaé&ures, and extend our Commerce ;
in a word, to render Great Britain the
ichool of inftrultion, as it is already the
centre of traffic to the greateft part of the
knowa world.

Northampton, June 8, 1753.
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For putting the ProrosaLs in
Execution.

H E N there is a fufficient number

of Subfcribers to put the fcheme in
execution, it is propofed that they form
themfelves into a body, by the pame of 2
Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
Sciences, and Manufadtures in Great Brit-
ain, or by fuch other title as the {ublcribers
fhall agree upon.

Ladies as well as gentlemen are invited
into this fubfcription, as there is no reafon
to imagine they will be behindhand in a ge-
nerous and fincere regard for the good of
their country.

IT is alio propofed that the fubfcribers
fhall chufe from among(t themfelves a pre-

fident,
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fident, one or two vice-prefidents, a trea«
furer, and a fecretary. |

AvrL the articles relating to the {cheme
may be fettled by balloting, and each fub-
fcriber fhall be intitled to as many votes as
are in proportion to his fubfcription.

The premiums may be honorary and pe=
cuniary, and adjudged in the following
manner. Some time before the day fixed
for that purpofe, the fpecimens may be fent
by the candidates without any name, to
the fecretary, who may give receipts for
them, and mark each particular receipt and
{pecimen with the fame number.

AT the time agreed upon for adjudging
the premiums, a committee being chofen,
ard fome of the ableft judges of each par-
ticular Art, Science, or Manufacture, cal-
led in to their affiftance, the performances
of the feveral candidates may be examined,
and their {uperior merits determined ; then
the perfons who produce the receipts,
whofe numbers correfpond with thofe of
the beft {pecimens, may afterwards claim

the
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the prizes. 1f a profound fecrecy is previs
oufly enjoined to the competitors, in all ca=
fes that will admit of it, under the penalty
of being for ever excluded the benefit of
the premiums, it is thought there ean be
no room for prejudice or partiality.

In patticular cafes, as for very cirious
and valuable inventions or improvementss
- &c.  gold-medals may be given (which
may ferve both for premiums and alfo fer
honorary gratifications) of fuch value, and
with fuch devices as thall be thought proper
by the fubfcribers; but for common inven-
tions or improvements, pecuniary premiams
are judged {ufficient.

There may be given with the medals,
certificates figned by the prefident, vice=
prefident, treafurer, and fome of the prin-
cipal fubferibers, fignifying what honours
the acquirers have been intitled to, and
what rewards they have obtained ; there-

E - fore
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fore if a medal be got by a perfon, whofe
circumftances may oblige him to part with

it, yet ftill a certificate will perpetuate the
honour he has received.

Certificates may likewife be given with
the pecuniary premiums, which will be of
equal ufe.

If confiderable premiums were given to
the inventors, and flill greater to the im-
provers, if thought worthy, and the greateft
of all to thofe who fhall moft amply exe-
cute or caufe to be executed, the faid in-
ventions or improvements, it may be pre-
{umed this would be attended with benefi-
cial confequences.

Should the fubfcriptions not be fufficient
at firft for fo many premiums as might be
wifh’d; a beginning may be made with
giving rewards for the following articles,
-or fome others that may be judged of the
moit importance to the nation, viz.

For
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For improvernents in the prefent plans of
education, in naval affairs, in hufbandry,
and particularly for the introducing of fuch
Manufactures as may employ great numbers
of the poor, which feems the only way of
leflening the fwarms of thieves and beggars
throughout the kingdom, and relieving par~ L
ifhes from the burden they labour under, in
maintaining their numerous poor, as well as
rendering multitudes of the unemployed
lower clafs of people ufeful to the commu-
nity and happy in themfelves.

Premiums may alfo be given for the re-
vival and advancement of thofe Arts and
Sciences which are at a low ebb amongft
us ; as Poetry, Painting, Tapeftry, Archi-
teGture, &c. As above all other people
the Englith are endued with talents pe-
culiar for improvements in Arts and Manu-
factures, fo by their moft extenfive com-
meree, they will of courfe reap greater

ad=
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advantages from fuck improvements, when
made, than any other nation whatever.

London, December 7, 1753.

HAVIN G left feveral copies of thefe
Propofals with the reverend doctor Hales
and Mr. Baker, Mr. Shipley returned
to Northampton, and as he now enter-
tained great hopes of the fuccefs of his
fcheme, he refolved to quit that place and
refide in London, that he might have the
better opoprtunity of attending to the pro~
grefs of his laudable endeavours for the

fervice of his country.

On his return to London he waited on
lord Romney to whom his propofals had
been communicated by do&or Hales, his
lordfhip greatly encouraged him to proceed
in his undertaking, and to endeavour.to
make intereft to eftablith it. Mr. Shipley
'decently declined it, obferving that doétor
Hoales had informed him, that his lordthip

in
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in conjunétion with lord Folkeftone, had
fome fuch fcheme of their own in view,
and that he was afraid the fetting his on
foot might interfere ‘with their lordfhips
intentions. Lord Romney on this defired
Mr, Shipley to proceed on his own, and

thereupon figned a paper, of which the
following is an exact copy.

]
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¢ W E whofe names are annexed, hav-
ing perufed Mr. Shipley’s fcheme for
promoting improvements in Arts and Sci-
ences, Manufa&ures, &c. in this na-
tion, do much approve of the defign,

¢ and think that the putting fome fuch

plan in execution, will produce effelts
very beneficial to this nation. We there-~
fore hereby encourage him to apply to
the nobility and gentry for the promifes
of their {ubfcription and iantereft, to pro-
mote and eftablifh fome fuch plan, and
as foon as a number of gentlemen and
ladies {ufficient to make a beginning,
have fignified their intention of fubfcrib-

111 ing
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¢ ing to {uch an undertaking, notice will
¢« be given of a meeting (the time and

« place being firft agreed on by a majority
<« of the intended fubfcribers) to confult on
« proper meafures for putting in execution
s g plan of this kind, and for laying down
« fuch rules for the regulation and advance-
« ment of it, as fhall be judged moft con-
«¢ ducive to render it ufeful and extenfive to
« this nation, acd fatisfaCtory to all the
{ubfcribers,

E .

RomMney.

His lordfhip alfo gave him recommenda-
tions to feveral of the nobility and gentry,
and in particular to lord Folkeftone who
was not then in town, but when he waited
on him a few days after, his lordthip re-
ceived him very kindly, and fignified his
approbation of his {cheme, by figning the
foregoing . paper, and by allowing him to
make ufe of his name to feveral of the
nobility ; and at the fame time gave him
infiructions how to proceed.

Thus
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Thus encouraged, Mr. Shipley confider~
ed that unlefs he made the beft ufe of his
time, as the Parliament was to rife early on
account of the enfuing general eleGion, his
fcheme might fail this year, and afterward®
be regarded as a ftale propofal, and there-
fore he inceflantly applied for fubfcriptions,
and after about three months follicitations
got accefs to thirty-five of the nobility, and
to a great number of other perfons of rank,
after which he waited on his two noble pa-~
trons to inform them that of thirty five no-
bles, and a great number of the gentry to
whom hehad been admitted, only fifteen had
promifed their fubfcription, and none had

figned the above-mentioned paper except
the bithop of Worcefter.

Thefe noblemen then enquired of Mr.
Shipley, if he had intereft {ufficient to pro-
cure-a few gentlemen of his acquaintance
to contribute in order to make a beginning.
Mr. Shipley replied that he believed he had,
if their lordthips would be fo good as to

honor
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honer them with a meeting, they there-
upon appointed the following Wedne{day
being the twenty-fecond of March 1754,
to meet at Rawthmell’s coffee houfe in
Henrietta ftreet Covent Garden, at which
time and place, Mr. Shipley brought the fol=
lowing gentlemen to confult with their
lordfhips, on the meafures proper to be

taken in order to put the plan in execution;
viz. The Rev. Dr. StepueN Hares, FR 8.
Joux GoopcHirp, Efq; Mr. Hexry
Baxer, FRS. Mr. Nicroras CRISPE;
Mr. Cuarres Lawrence, Mr. GusTa-
vus BRanper, F R S. Mr: JAMEs SHORT;
FRS. and Mr. MEss1TER.

At this firft meeting it was propofed to
confider whether a reward fhould not be
offered for finding Cobalt, and for planting
Madder in this kingdom, and as Arfenic,
Smalt and Zaffre are prepared from Cobalt,
Mr. Shipley was defired to featch the Cuf-
tom-houfe books, to fee what quantities of
each of thofe commeodities were annually

ims
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i"mported, and at the fame time it bein g the
opinion of all the gentlemen prefent that
the art of drawing is abfolutely néceflary in
many Arts, Trades and Manufactures, and
that the encouragement of it might prove
of great utility to the public, it was re-
{olved, to give premiums to encourage boys
and girls in the art of drawing, and after
converfing fome time on thefe fubjeéts, the
further confideration of them was poltponed
till the following Wednefday, when they
agreed to meet there again,

Accordingly March 29, the gentlﬂmen
met at the fame place, when Mr. Shipley
brought an account from the Cuftom houfe

books, fhewing that in the year 1743,
207510 pounds weight of Smalt had been
imported, and alfo 16649 hundred, one
quarter and fourteen pounds weight of
Madder, upon which it was refolved to give
public premiums for finding Cobalt-and for
planting Madder, and then the gentlemen
having refumed the fubject of drawings by
boys and girls, it was refolved to offer pre-

] miume
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miums for them alfo ; and agreeable to thefe
feveral refolutions the following advertife-
ment was drawn up and put into the

Daily Advertifer.

O .T:H B

i, DG T S g e

O M E of the nobility, clergy, gentle-
men and Merchants, having at heart
the good of this country, have lately met
together in order to form themfelves into a
Society for the encouragement of Arts,
Manufa&ures and Commerce in Great Brit-
ain, by beftowing rewards from time to
time for fuch productions, inventions and
improvements as fhall tend to the employ-
ing of the poor, to the increale of trade,
and the riches -and honor of this kingdom
by promoting indufiry and emulation ; and
though at prefent this plan is not complete,
it has neverthelefs been refolved to make a
beginning in the manner following, viz.
Cobalt
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Cobalt having been already difcovered in
fome parts of this kingdom, for producing
{pecimens not lefs than 20 pounds weight,
for the beft quantity to be produced on or
before the 1th of January next, with fatis-
fattory certificates of the place where found
and reafonable aflurances that it may be ob-
tained in quantities, thirty pounds: to be
determined that day fortnight, For raifing
and curing the beft Madder for dying, in
this kingdom, not lefs than 20 pounds
weight, of which {amples to be thewn with
fatisfactory certificates on or before the 15th

of January, 17356, thirty pounds: to be
determined that day fortnight.

For the beft drawing by boys and girls
under the age of fourteen years on proof of
their abilities, on or before the 1s5th of
January next, fifteen pounds; to be deter-
mined that day fortnight.

Likewife the beft drawing by boys and
girls between the ages of fourteen and feven-
teen, with the like proof of their abilitiess

F 2 on
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on or before the fame day, fifteen pounds : -
to be determined that day fortnight.

Any information or advice that may for-
ward this defign for the public good, will
be received thankfully, and will be duly
confidered if communicated by letter di-
rected to Mr. Shipley at Mr. Mefiiter’s,
furgeon, in great Pultney ftreet near Golden
{quare.

As the fubfcribers to this Society were at
this time too few in number to raife the
fum propofed to be given by the above ad.
vertifement, the lords Folkeftone and Rom-
ney generoufly promifed to make good
whatever deficiencies there might happen
on that account, and accordingly their lord-
thips made good a confiderable deficiency
in the firft year’s {fubfcriptions, which be-
nevolent condu&t of their lordthips gave
ftability to the proceedings of this little So-~
ciety, and was defervedly reputed the bafis
of its eftablifhment,
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It was now thought necellary to nomi-
nate a proper perfon to at as {ecretary and
treafurer, and to take care of the bufinefs of
the Society, Mr. Shipley was appointed to
this Office for one year, and performed it
gratis, to the entire fatisfaction of all the
fubfcribers.

The gentlemen met again at the fame
place on the 10th of April following, when
it was propofed to divide the premiums for
the enfuing year, into three or four diffe-
rent clafles, and to extend them to the raif=
ing of raw filk in the colonies and at home,
and then the meeting was adjourned to the
circulating library in Crane court Fleet
{treet, where leave had been obtained till
a more convenient place could be found,
and

On the 24th of April, this laudable affo-
ciation met accordingly for the firft time
at the faid circulating library. At this
meeting it was ordered that all letters to
the Society, received by the Secretary, be
numbered in order to have them more eafily

referred
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to, and that the Secretary, on recciving any
letters that required immediate anf{wers,
fhould colle&t a committee of the Snciety
to confult with.

Alfo Mr. Shipley having produced two
abfira@ts from the Amfterdam Gazette
commending the intentions of the Society
it was thought proper to have them tranf-
lated and entered in the minutes. After
which the gentlemen adjourned to the
twenty-fecond of May, and continued their
meetings at this place monthly; during
the fummer months nothing very ma-
terial was tranfacted ; but on the 27th of
November the members then prefent ob-
{ferving, that their mectings had now been
held during the fpace of eight months, and
with a very fmall increafe of the number of
{ubfcribers, fome of the gentlemen gave it
~ as their opinion that the forming themfelves
into a regular body, and publithing theis
plan, would be the beft means of ihducing
others to join them, which being immedi-
ately approved of, Mr., I:Ienr}' Baker was

uild=
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unanimoufly requefted to draw up a plan
for the regulation of the Society, who with
great politenefs and generofity undertook
this difficult tatk ; and fo afiiduous was he
in the execution of it, that on the 18th of
December fﬂllowmg, he prefented his plan
which was ordered to be confidered the fe~
cond Wednefday in February 1755, and
thanks were returned him on this occafion.
At this meeting Mr. Theobald propofed
that their next meeting thould be at Peele’s
Coffee houfe in Fleet-firect, which was
agreed to, and

On the tenth of January they met agree-
able to this refolution in the dining room
at the faid coffee houfe when a letter, was
read from Charles Whitworth, Efg; in
which were fome propofals for rendering
the plan of this Society very extenfive ; and
a fcheme for a regifter-book was approved of
anda beok was accordinglyordered, the form
of a certificate to be given with the premi-
ums was likewife drawn up by Mr. Henry
Baker and approved, and 2 motion was made

by
Y
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by Mr. Shipley that a premium be given
next year for the beft performance in fteel
dies, and then they adjourned to the 15th,
when with the afliftance of Sir Henry
Cheere, Mr. Dalton, Mr. Strange and Mr.
Bonneau, who had been defired to attend
for that purpofe, they for the firlt time ad-
judged the premiums offered for drawings
as follows, viz. To James Scowles for
the beft drawing five pounds; to Mhfs
Keith for the fecond beft four pounds; to
Elias Durnford for the third, three pounds :
to Richard Dubcurg for the fourth, two
pounds ; and to John Revel for the fifth,
one pound, being the Premium advertifed
for the clafs between the ages of fourteen

and {eventecn.

To Richard Cofway for the belt draw-
ing, five pounds : to John Smart for the
econd beft, four pounds; to John Grefie
for the third, three pounds; to Mifs Bar-
bara Marfden for the fourth, two pounds ;
and to John Afhwood Porter for the fifth,

one



(c31 )

one pound ; being the premium offered” for
the clafs under the age of fourteen.

Public notice of this decifion was ordered
to be inferted in the Daily Advertifer of the
17th current, and on the 29th following,
the money was diftributed among the feve-
ral claimants abovamentioned, before the
fubfcribers then prelent. At the next meet-
ing on the fifth of February, the Society
having formed themfelves into a body by
the title of the Society for the encourage-
ment of Arts, Manufa&ures and Com-= _
merce, proceeded by ballot to the election
of their {everal ofiicers for the enfuing year,
when the following noblemen and gentle-
men were chofen, viz.

| e 10 el O 0 B D B |8
The Right Honourable Jacob Lord Vif-
count Folkeftone.

VICE-PRESIDENTS.
The Right Honourable lord Romney,
The Reverend Dr. Stephen Hales.
Charles Whitworth, Efq. and
James Theobald, Efy.

2 ST John
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John Goodchild, Efq; treafurer, and
Mr. William Shipley fecretary, who was
likewife elected a perpetual member, and
excufed all payments in confideration of his
having framed the original propofals and
plan for forming this Society, and of the
great trouble and fatigue he had undergone
in folliciting the encouragement of the no-
bility and gentry for many months: the
fame honor was likewife conferred on Mr.
‘Henry Baker, for drawing up a pracical plan
for carrying Mr. Shipley’s defign into exe-
cution.

On the 1gth of February, the Society
met for the laft time at Peele’s coffee houfe,
for finding that the room was too fmall to
eontain their prefent members, they had de-
fired Mr. Shipley to enquire for a more
commodious room, who in confequence of
their requeft now informed them, that he
had feen a houfe in Craig’s court at Char-
ing crofs, in which by laying two rooms on
the firlt floor into one, he could form a very
convenient apartment for the meetings of

the
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the Society, which he would furnifh with
chairs and other neceflaries for the meet-
ings at the yearly expence of twenty pounds
including fire and candles; this offer ap-
peared {o reafonable, that the Society rea-

dily accepted it, and appointed their next
meeting to be held there accordingly.

It was likewife refolved at this mecting
that one thoufand copies of Mr. Baker’s
plan fhould be forthwith printed and dif-
perfed.

The good effects of the Society’s being
formed into a regular body, and of the pub-
lication of Mr. Baker’s plan, foon became
vifible by the rapid increafe of the number
of its members which almoft inftantly en-
{fued, for from the time of their firft meet-
ing at Rathmell’s coffee houfe, in March
1754, to the firft time of ele@ing their
officers in February 17¢5, being the fpace
of eleven months, they were only increaf-
ed to {eventeen members, whereas in the
{hort {pace of two months, after the publi-
cation of the plan, the Society increafed to

G 2 eighty
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eighty-one members; and another favour=
able circumftance alfo greatly contributed to
their fuccefs, which was the conftant and
unwearied attendance of thofe worthy noble-
men already mentioned, who at this time
never once failed to honor the Society by
their prefence at their weekly meetings.

On the firft of March, the Society met
at their office in Craig’s court, and from
this time all their proceedings were regu-
larly entered in books appointed for that
purpofe, and their meetings began to be
held weekly. '

Socn after the Society’s premiums were
extended to different articles in Manufac-
tures and Commerce at home, and in our
colonies abroad ; and they have fince been fo
confiderably enlarged that the annual cata-
logue of their premiums and the conditions
on which they are offered, makes a confider-
able pamphlet.

At a meeting on the 30th of April, Mr.
Beardmore one of the members, produced
to the Society the new general magazine

for
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for the month of April, in which was =
ferted an abftract of the Society’s plan, and
thereupon he was defired to thank the
proprietors of this magazine,----probably
becaufe the Society chearfully embraced,
and were willing to countenance every op-
portunity of making their benevolent in-
tentions univerfally known, and becaufe
though permiffion had not been obtain-
ed for this publication, yet the proprietors
had in fome meafure forwarded their de=
figns, which was agreeable to the requeft
of their advertifement, and as this advertife-
ment is {till continued to 1763, it is a pre~
fumptive proof that this candid account of
their inftitution will be regarded in the
fame light.

During this fummer the Scciety con-
tinned much in the fame ftate, the grand
obje&s that principally engaged their at-
tention were, the effaying feveral minerals
in order to find the true Cobalt for which
their premium wasoftered ; and the eftablith-
ing premiums to encourage the making of
buff leather for the ufe of the army, and

for



( 36 )

for cultivating the growth of white mul-
berry trees in Carolina ; for an account of
the good effets of thefe and other premi-
ums that may be hereafter mentioned, we
refer the reader to a diftin& detai] of the
public benefits arifing from the Society’s
premiums, clafied under proper heads and
annexed to this narrative. ;

By the tenth of December, the Society
confilting of one bundred and fifty mem-
bers, it was obferved that Mr. Shipley’s
whole time was engroffed in performing
the bufinefs of Secretary, Regifter and Col-
leCor, which he had hitherto performed
for the Society gratis, therefore a motion
was made to allow him a falary, and the
queftion being put it pafled unanimoufly in
the affirmative, -

At length the apartments in Craig’s court
proved too fmall to contain their memberss
great numbers being now elected at every
weekly meeting, wherefore on the 2 sth of
February, 17356, the Society hired the
irft foor in the heufe fituate at the corner

of
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of Caftle Court oppofite the New Exchange
buildings in the Strand, which firft floor
was properly fitted up for their meetings,
and here the Society met for the firft time
on the fecond of June 1756, and ordered
effaying furnaces to be ereded for trying
fuch ores and minerals as thould be brought
to the Society for examinasion, but prin~
cipally on account of finding the true Co-
balt.

From this time the bufinefs of the Soci-

ety multiplied fo confiderably, that to give
- a regular detail of the proceedings at each
meeting, would require a large volume ; 1
{hall therefore only fele¢t fuch important
tranfactions as have been peculiarly benefi-
cial to the publie, and fhall then clofe
this little narrative with a thort account of
the prefent ftate of the Society, remarking
the number of its members, the extent
and utility of its premiums, under their
feveral claffes, and the equity and modera-
tion of the rules and orders by which this
great body is happily conducted in fuch a

manner .
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maniier as to give univerfal f{atisfaction, and
to merit diftinguifhed approbation.

In the year 1756, Mr. Henry Baker,; whofe
active zeal for the welfare of this Society we
have often had occafion to mention, pro-
pofed to the Society, to give gold and filver
medals as honorary premiums, with a view
of exciting emulation among the nobility,
and other perfons of condition, with
whom pecuniary premiums could have no
weight, agreeable to this propofal, a defign
for the medals was prefented to the Society
by Mr. James Stuart, from which a die was
ordered to be made, and fome medals being
firuck, the firft fix gold medals were given
by the Society, to the perfons, and in the
order following. |

To Jacos Lorp Viscount Forxes-
ToNE with this infcription within the
laurel wreath, FOR EMINENT SERVICES.

To Lorp RomnEY, with the fame in-
fcription; the eminent fervices, {o pro-
perly recorded in thefe infcriptions, re-

quirq



L

quire no repetition, as the reader is by this
time fully acquainted with the amiable cha-
racters of thefe two noblemen.

To HeExry DukE or BEaurorT with
this infcription, For SowinG Acorns.

ToLapvLouisa AucusTA GREVILLE,
~=--FOR DRAWING.

To James StuaRT PAINTER AND
ARCHITECT =-== FOR DESIGNING THIS
MEeDAL.

To WiLL1iAM SHIPLEY === WHosE PuB-
£1C SPIRIT GAVE RISE TO THIS SOCIETY.,
An engraving from this gentleman’s meda]
has been made, and an impreflion placed in
the title page of this work, as its proper
frontifpiece, and alfo that the public might
have an exal copy of the Society’s honor-

ary medals,

February the 27th 1760, a letter was
read to the Socity, from Mr. Francis Hay-
man Hiftory Painter, at that time chair-
man of the committee of Artifts, requeft-
ing that the Society would permit the Ar-

H tifts
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¢i1fts to maké an exhibition of polite Arts
in the Society’s great room, which had

been built for them at a houfe nearly oppo-
fite Beauford buildings, where they ftill con-
tinue, this letter being referred to the com-
mittee of polite Arts, they came to a refo-
lution to permit an exhibition, and accord-
ingly in May following the Artifts of Great
Britain, exhibited their works for the firft
time, under the fanction of the Society,
and from the amazing concourfe of people
who daily reforted to this exhibition, it
plainly appeared how agreeable it would be
to the public in general, if fuch exhibitions
were annually permitted, and experience
has fhewn that the public curiofity has not
fuffered the leaflt diminution, during the
fpace of four years for the prefent exhibi-
tion is as popular as the firft ; and very im-
portant are the advantages arifing to the So-
ciety, to the artifts, and to the whole na-

tion, from thefe annual exhibitions.
With refpect to the Society I believe it
cannot be denied, that many private perfons
capable
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capable of promoting their plan, not only
by their fubfcriptions, but by their advice
and experience, have become members,
from viewing the various works of art ex-
hibited under the patronage of fo laudable
an . aflociation, many of which they found
were the happy product of the Society’s
extenfive liberality, to which I may add,
that numbers who were not well apprized
of the fuccefsful progrefs of their patriotic
endeavours, by this means received un-
doubted information, and from thence were
induced to contribute to the fupport and
extenfion of this noble ftructure of public
virtue---As to the rifing generation of
Artifts they no longer remain immerfed in
obfcurity, but have the happieft opportu-
nity of exhibiting their favourite talents to
the beft advantage, and are early introduce
ed to the acquaintance of the patrons of the
polite arts, to whom their names and refi-
dence 1is by this means made known ; and
their reputation is not founded on the partial
voice of private friendfhip, but on the merit

of



[ 42 ]

of public approbation ; and from the profit
arifing from the fale of the annual catalogues
of their works thus exhibited, the exhibiters
been enabled to diftribute relief not only to
the indigent of their own body, but alfo to
aliens, and are at prefent formed into a re-
gular inftitution by the name of A SocCIETY
OF ARTISTS ASSOCIATED FOR THE RE-
LIEF OQF THE DISTRESSED AND DECAYED
OF THEIR OWN BODY, THEIR WiDows
axp CuILDREN, thankfully acknowledg-
ing the fpirit of encouragement which the
public have exprefled during their late ex~
hibitions, and providently determining for
_the future, to form a fund from the pro-
duce of the fale of their catalogues for thofe
humane purpofes ALONE, {o clearly fet
forth in their title. Laftly, the nation
in general derives a relative advantage from
thefe exhibitions, for by them, a branch of
education of the utmoft importance to many
of our Manufa&ures is greatly encouraged,
emulation being a ftrong incitement to our
youth to learn the clegant art of drawing,

and
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and drawing is {o eflential to the improves
ment of many Arts and Manufactures,
and before the inftitution of this Society,
and of thefe exhibitions was fo little culti-
vated, and confined to fo few hands, that
the Manufa&urers were obliged to give fuch
extravagant prices for new patterns, as
greatly enhanced the value of their commo-
dities, and diminifhed the demand for them
in foreign markets, if not at home.

I am now to pafs from this pleafing tho’
thort review of our exhibitions, to an event
of the utmoft confequence to the commus.
nity---the eftablithment of the plan for
{upplying the markets of London and Weft-
minfter, with fith from diftant fea-ports and
rivers, by land carriage.

This extenfive undertaking was firft pro-
pofed to the Society in the month of No-
vember 1761, by John Blake, Efq; who
attended the committee to whom it had
been referred to confider of a premium for
the catching of turbots by Britith fubjeés.
Mr. Blake informed the gentlemen of the

com=
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committee, that machines might be con-
trived capable of carrying one thoufand
weight of fith, and at the fame time fo
Light, that they might eafily be drawn by a
pair of horfes ; and convey the above
weight of fith without any injury, from
the weather or jolting, to London, from
the {ea-coafts of the kingdom ; he likewife
fet forth the advantages that would accrue
‘to the nation from the improvement of our
fitheries, and particularly that of adding
canfiderably to our marine, by encouraging
fithermen to fettle on our fea-coafts, which
by this means would become nurferies for
good fea-men ; for the children being early
accuftomed to the watry element, would
be the more eafily induced when grown up
to enter into the fervice of the ftate. In
a word, his whole plan {eemed fo evidently
caleulated for the public good, that at the
next meeting of the Society, it was refolved
to advance Mr. Blake the fum of two thou-
fand pounds to enable him to carry his ufe-
ful defigns into execution, and the faid fum

Was



(a5 ]

was paid to him, without any limitations or
particular conditions, and premiums were
offered for the beft models of machines
proper for the undertaking, but it was not
till the month of May 1762, that the
{cheme took effe&t, when proper carriages
being made from the model to which the
premium had been adjudged, and all other
neceffaries being duly prepared, thefe
carriages began to travel, and it muft not
be forgot that through the indefatigable at-
tention of the manager to every thing that
might tend to promote the fuccefs of this
undertaking, an a& of parliament was ob-
tained, by which the telis to be paid by
thefe carriages, were moderated, the fither-
men proteted; and the liberty of buying
and felling of fifh latd open to every perfon,
whether brought up to the trade or not : in
a very fhort time, the public with pleafure
beheld a greater variety of fith than had
ever been known at Londen, and feveral
forts of fith particularly feles, were broughe

to
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to market much larger than ufual, and in
better condition.

The neceffary expences attending the car-
rying this beneficial defign into execution
were {o confiderable, fuch as providing a
proper number of machines, a place of ge-
neral reception, ftalls for fale, &c. that
M. Blake foon found the fum granted by
the Society was inadequate to the extenfives
nefs of the plan, but determined to give all
poflible fatisfaction to this refpectable body,

he laid before them an account of his ex-
pences, and of the progrefs he had made,
which the Society fo highly approved, that
they not only returned him thanks for his
great care and attention to the truft repofed
in him, but likewife on the nineteenth of
May, 1762, agreed, to lend him the fum
of one thoufand five hundred pounds on his
giving proper fecurity, the better to enable
him to complete his defign, which he has
fince carried on with great fuccefs and
amazing intrepidity, {urmounting every dif-
ficulty that the united efforts of a fet of

monop-
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monoplizers of fith in this town, could
poffibly invent to obftru@ him in the exe-
cution of this great undertaking ; and in
March laft, he once more laid his accounts,
unafked, before the Socicty, at an extra-
ordinary meeting, when his whole pro-
ceedings appeared fo confiftent with his firt
propofals, and his difinterefted zeal and un-
wearied application in this public fervice {o
undeniably evident, that thanks were again
returned him, and the gold medal of the
Society unanimouily voted him, which be-
ing confirmed at the next meeting, it was
referred to the committee of polite Arts to
confider of a proper infcription, when the
following was agreed to, To Jouw BLAKE,
Esq. and within the laurel wreath, Fiss
Monorory RESTRAINED. Thus by the
benevolent fupport of this Society, and the
public {pirit and induftry of one of its mem-
bers, the fupplying our markets with fith
by land carriage, ‘and the reducing its price,
have been happily accomplithed ; and ex-
clufive of this {cheme, the Society annually

I fet
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fct apart five hundred pounds to be diftri=
buted in premiums for the encouragement
of the turbot fithery by Britith {ubjeéts, fo
that from thefe two fertile fources, we may
hope to derive two capital national ad-
vantages, the employing of a great number
of feamen in time of peace, and the forming
a confiderable nurfery of thefe ufeful fub=
je&ts, who may be called forth, by proper
encouragement, to the fervice of their coua-
try, in time of public danger.

Having now given an account of -the
moft important propofals that the Soci-
ety have carried into execution fince the
year 1756, independent of their printed
lit of premiums, I fhall briefly ftate
the fignal advantages the public have de-
rived from the premiums and  bountics
oiven by this Society in purfuance of their
plan, as far as they have come to my know-
ledge, diftinguifhing the improvements ac-
tually made in each clafs : propofed to be

encourged, and firft
I
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IN THE ANCIENT AND WSEFUL ART.S
ofF AGRICULTURE axp HUS
wBANDRY.' | =

. THE Society have conftantly offeéred
honorary premiums of gold and filver me-
dals, for planting of Acorns, Chefnuts,Elms,
Firs, and Weymouth Pines, in different
quantities, and for fencing and preferving
the fame effeGtually, in order to raife time-
ber, fo eflential for the fervice of the navy,
and wood for domeftic ufes in building,
&ec.

The great utility of the cultivation of
thefe trees is fo obvious, and indeed his
been fo well conceived by our nobility and
gentry, that it will be fufficient to remark
that the premiums have been claimed from
time to time, by perfons of the higheft dif-
tinction, the firflt of which has been already
noticed.

The cultivation of madder which is a root
of great ufe in dying, has been encouraged

I 2 by
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by the Society’s premiums from the firft
year of their inflitution ; it was formerly
planted in England in great quantities, but
of late years had been wholly difcontinued,
the Dutch having conftantly fupplied us
"with this valuable article, and it 1s com-
-puted that the imports of Madder from
~Holland have amounted for fome time paft
“to 200,000 pounds per annum; but under
the fan&ion of the Society the growth of
this plant is revived, and very large quanti-
ties are now cultivated by fundry perfons in
different parts of this kingdom, one perfon
in particular has planted 29 acres, and the
premiums oftered by the Society are regu-
larly claimed, fo that in a very fhort time
we fhall have no occafion to fend to Hol-
land for a vegetable, which will thrive as
well in our own country.

The other articles in hufbandry which
‘have been encouraged by the Society are,
the raifing apiaries for which both ho-
norary and pecuniary premiums are offered,

the quantity required for the firft premium
' bcing
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being eighty pounds, is no lefs than four
Jhundred ftocks in hives or boxes, and before
the Society threw out thefe premiums no
perion ever thought of pofleffing fuch a
ftock of bees---Several forts of fodder, par-
ticularly Lucerne, have been cultivated with
great fuccefs, and laftly, Hemp, the growth
and preparation of which in this kingdom
for the making of fail-cloth and cordage,
is of very confiderable importance, has
been greatly encouraged, and the premiums
claimed in feveral counties.

POLLTE ART S,

T HE Society fet out with giving pre-
miums for drawings by boys and girls; thefe
have fince been extended to various ages,
and to different kinds of drawing too nu-
merous to {pecify in this place, and honor-
ary premiums of gold and filver medals
have been eftablithed, and claimed, for
drawings by young ladies, the daughters

of peers and peerefles.
Through
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Through the encouragement given by
the Society to this Art, drawing is become
a branch of education ; and as a great many
of our Manufa&ures which depends on cor-
rectnefs and elegance of defign, are annu-
ally exported to-foreign countries, the im-
provement of thefe, which will be the re-
fult of encouraging our youth to learn this
Art,muft in time prove a national advantage.

In the year 17575 premiums were offered
for modelling; which are ftill continued>
and this Art has been greatly improved
amongft us: feveral excellent fpecimens in
clay, and in wax, having been prefented to
the Society, in confequence of their pre-
miums, the gréat benefits arifing from the
improvement of this Art, to the ftatuaries,
fculptors, &c. 1s too well known to re-
quire a'detail. |

Etching and engraving, and cafting in
bronze, all of which have their various well
Known ufes,” have been confiderably im-
proved under the fan&ionof this Society, and

premiums for thefe articles are ftill offered.
2 In
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In 1758, premiums were publithed for
the encouragement of the medalic art, and
the (ubjeéts propofed and executed have
been, fome of the moft glorious events of
the late war: as thefe medals are ftruck
from fteel dies, an extenfive beneft is
derived from improvements in this branch,
which is not known in general ; a variety of
articles in hard ware, as Etwees, Seals, &c.
of which vaft quantities are exported are
likewife ftruck from fteel dies, and there-
fore all improvements of them muft prove
beneficial to thefe Manufa®ures by increaf-

ing 'the variety of defigns or patterns.
Hiftory and landicape painting have like-
wife been encouraged and alfo ftatues and
baflo relievo’s in marble, by which many
-young artifts and fome mafters have been in-
duced to produce fuch performances in each
branch, as have done honor to the Society
under whofe fanction they have been pro-
duced. '
Engraving on gems has been encouraged
with fuccefs; and feveral other articles of
10} =
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inferior note, but which are all ufeful in
| their kind.

CHEMISTRY, MINERALOGY
A D DYT NG s

PREMIUMS have been offered for
fundry preparations and improvements in
thefe very ufcful arts 3 and are flill conti-
nued, thofe which have been particularly
improved or eftablithed, and for which
premiums have been paid are, Verdigris
ufed by the Dyers, the making of which
from Britith materials has been fo far efta~
blithed to the fatisfaction of the Society,
that the premium is difcontinued. White
enamel in imitation of the Venctian, has
been produced, and a manufa&ory eftablith-
ed in England, in confequence of the pre-
miums thrown out for this article.

Premiums have likewife been claimed for
improvements in dying cloth and filk in.
grain, and for dying - cotton fcarlet, or
crimfon in grain, and to anfwer the pur-.

poles
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pofes of the Turkey or India red. Speci-
mens of improvemeats of Varnith to anfwer
the ends of Martin’s at Paris, have been
brought in for the premium offered for this
article, and are now under examination ;
and alfo a compofition to prevent {teel from
taking ruft; the making Salt Petre of Pig
and bar Iron, Sal Ammoniac, a fubftitute for
Borax, &c. are fubjects for which premiums
are offered under this head, and it is not to
be doubted but that confiderable improve-

ments will be made in every branch of
thefe commerical arts.

M ETCEr TR e S

THE firlt articles in this clafs which
the Society encouraged by premiums were
improvements in wind and water Mills,
models of which have been produced to
the Society, and are kept in their repo-
fitory. A

Premiums were likewife offered for im-
provements in f{pinning wheels, and this

K year
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year a complete {pinning wheel has been
produced with which one perfon may fpin
fix threads at a time, and it will prove
very ferviceable to feveral of our Manu-
fattures by faving a number of hands;
but an article of much greater confe-
quence lately brought to perfection is, the
erecting of a faw Mill for fawing of planks,
the model of which has lately been pur-
chafed by the Society for one hundred
pounds, and is now lodged in their repofi-
tory, this machine is worked by water and
carries fixteen faws, from this model vari-
ous Mills may be conftructed for the fame
purpofe.

Bounties have alfo been granted for feve-
ral ufeful inventions and improvements in
Mechanics, which have from time to time
been laid before the Society, particularly
improvements in reels for winding filk, a
new invention of a machine for planing caft
Iron, efteemed very curious and ufeful; and
feveral other things of lefs confequence :
to this curfory review of the Society’s fuc-

cefs
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cefs in the purfuit of the firft part of their
plan, the encouragement of Arts, I have only
to add, that they have a repofitory confifting
of a variety of models, machines, &c. fome
of which have been prefented to the Society,
others have been depofited in confequence
of their premiums and hom}ties ; and feve-
ral have been purchafed of the inventors or
improvers for the benefit of the public;
and as this repofitory is continually increaf-
Ing either by donations from gentlemen, or
in confequence of premiums and baounties,
they may in time form a collection equally
ufeful and extenfive.

The fecond branch propofed to be ene

couraged by this Society is,

MANUFACTURES.

SEVERAL valuable Manufa&ures
have been improved and fome actually efta-
blifhed through the patronage of this Soci-
ety. In the year 175, premiums were
offered for making buff leather for the ufe

K 2 of
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the army, in confequence of which bul.
locks hides were dreffed in oil, and were
found to be as good as the hides of buffa-
loes imported from abroad : lord Romney
introduced the ufe of this leather among
the Kentifh militia, and it has fince been
approved by feveral regiments.

" In 1759, the Society offered a premium
for making carpets in England in imitation
of thofe made in Turkey and Perfia, which
have been brought to very great perfection
by Mr. Moore in Chifwel ftreet Moorfields,
whoproduced to the Society acarpet in many
refpets equal and in fome fuperior to thofe
imported from Perfia and Turkey.

A manufa&tory of crucibles made of
Englith materials, has been eftablithed by
M;yr. Leiberick in Weftminfter, in confe-
quence of a prenﬁium publithed by the So-
ciety for that purpofe.

- Marbled paper which has hitherto been
imported from Holland, chiefly for the ufe
of bookfellers and f{tationers, has been
$rought to fuch perfetion this prefent

year,
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year, as in every refpect to equal the Dutch,
and the firft premium offered for thisarticle
has been claimed by and granted to the
ManufaGurer who refides at Exeter.

Paper for rolling prefs printing has like-
wife been confiderably improved by means
of the encouragement given by this Society,
the French excel in this article, and their
impreffions from copper plates are more
perfect than ours, but we have lately manu-
factured a quantity of this paper nearly
equal in quality to the French.

Quilting in the loom in imitation of Mar-
feilles or India quilting, has been eftablifh-
ed in this country and brought to great per-
feGtion, under the patronage of the Soci-
ety, and the premium has been claiined
and adjudged.

The making of flowers of point lace, after
the manner of Bruflels lace, having been
encouraged, great improvements have been
made therein, and the premiums have been
claimed and granted. '

Pi-
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Premiums have been publithed for mak-
ing chip hats which have thereby been con-
fiderably improved, and the premiums have
been granted accordingly.

Alfo great encouragement has been
given to the Manufacturers of druggets,
fpecimens of which were produced fo ex-
cellent in their kind, that the premium is
difcontinued.

Thefe are the principal Manufa@ures
that have flourithed under the fan&ion of
the Society, and have rendered this part of
their plan of equal utility with the encou-
ragement of Arts.

The encouraging of improvements in
Arts and Manufa&tures, has fo dire@
a tendency to the f{upport of Com-
merce, that little remains to be faid on
this head, which completes the plan of our
laudable Scciety, however,. feveral articles
n

C QM-
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COMME-RCE.

HAVE been greatly improved by means
of their premiums, efpecially in our colo-
nies.

The planting of white mulberry trees .
whofe leaves are the proper food for filk
worms, has been promoted Dy premiums,
and great quantitics of Cocoons, being little
balls or bags on which the inclfed fillk worms
have fpun the fil#, have been produced to the
Society’s correfpondents in the colonies who
have paid the premiums that have been
claimed for this article.

The importation of raw [ilk from the co-
Jonies has likewife been promoted by pre-
miums which are {till continued.

A premium is alfo offered for producing
wines in our American colonies, and fome
famples have been {ent over of both red and
white, which were greatly approved of in
the Society, but as the time for granting
.this premium does not expire till 1763, we

ITLH}"
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may expe&@ further improvements, and
that fuch wines will be produced as fhall
deferve the reward of one hundred pounds.

'The cultivation of hemp, of the olive
and cinnamon trees, of aloes, faflower,
&c, in the colonies, is encouraged by fuit-
able premiums, and various other articles
to be imported from thence; amongft
which the importation of pearl-ath has
been effeted this prefent year, though not
in fuch large quantities as to merit the pre-
mium, but the proprietor has been honor-
ed with the Society’s gold medal, in confi-
deration of what he has already done tow-
ards promoting their intentions with refpect
to this commodity.

And fo large a field is opened in the co-
lonies, for carrying on the laudable defigns
of this Society, that it is impofiible to fet
bounds to the advantages that may one day
arife, from affording this encouragement to
our fellow fubjets in America, efpecially if
it be confidered that our pofieflions in north

America
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America are {o extenfive that they include
almoft all the different climates of the
world, and there is the greateft reafon to
imagine that mofl of the fpice trees, plants
and other valuable articles which at prefent
are peculiar to the eaft, may be cultivated
in the weft.

Having now given an account of the
principal public advantages arifing from
the premiums and bounties granted by the
Society for the encouragement of ARTs,
ManvracTURES and CoMMERCE,

I have only to add, that this refpetable
body at prefent confifts of between two and
three thoufand members, and that their pto-
ceedings are carried on with the utmoft
candor, propriety and decorum by means of
a well digefted fet of rules and orders,
which are printed for the ufe of the
Members, the f{ubftance of which, I fhall
endeavour to comprize in as few words as
poffible.

Tue Orricers of this Society are, the
prefident, the vice-prefidents, of whom

L there
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there are ten, the Secretary, affiftant fe-
cretary, regifter and colle&or, thefe are
chofen annually by ballot. The eleftion
of a.new member is likewife by ballot, he
may be propafed by a member, at any
meeting of the Society, and be balloted for
at the next meeting, when if two thirds of
the members then prefent ballot in his fa-
vour, he is deemed a perpetual member on
payment of twenty guineas, Orf a {ubfcrib-
ing member on payment of any {um not
lefs than two guineas, {o long as fuch pay-
ment is annually continued.

Their meetings are held in their great
room oppofite Beaufort buildings in the
Strand, and they meet every Wednef-~
at fix in the evening preciibly, from the
fecond Wednefday in November to the lait
Wednefday in May, and in the intermedi-
ate time on the firft and third Wednefday
in every month, thefe are called ordinary
meetings, befides which, there are eight
general meetings every year; and fome oc-

calional extraordinary meetings.
Wien
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When the Society is fitting, the prefi-
dent or prefiding member conduéts the bu-
finefs of the evening agreeable to the book
of rules and orders which lies on the table
before him : the bufinefs begins with read-
ing the minutes of the preceeding meeting,
which being once read, are on a {econd
reading to be difcuffed if neceflary, article
by article, before any other fubject is con-
. fidered, all the minutes which are not ob-
jected to on the fecond reading ftand con-
firmed : after this the reports from com-
mittees are read, and agreed to or difap-
proved ; unlefs 2 motion is made and fe-
conded to poftpone the reports, in order, to
introduce any new pmpoﬁtion, which can-
not be received after ten o'clock, if fuch
motion fo feconded is carried by a majority
of hands held up in fupport of it, then the
new propofition is immediately confidered,
being firft delivered at the chair in writing, |
and in this, and all other cafes, the greateft
freedom of debate is allowed, and carried
on with the utmoft decency and candor,

L. 2 every
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évery member being patiently and atten-
tively heard without interruption, unlefs
he departs from any order of the Society,
or {peaks more than once, to the fame quef-
tion, which is not permitted, unlefs a ‘gen-
tleman has been mifunderftood, and defires
to explain himfelf: when any member
fpeaks, he ftands up and addrefles himfelf
to the gentleman in the chair and the reft
remain filent, no limitation of time is pre-
fcribed to the fpeaker, but few exceed ten
minutes, except on very extraordinary occa-
fions, and moft gentlemen for the fatisfac-
tion of {olarge an auditory, {peak as audibly
as poffible.

There are nine flanding ‘committees
and two chairmen to each commit-
tee, befides which there are occafional
committees for mifcellaneous fubjects: to
thefe committees are referred, the feveral
fubjects properly falling under their confi-
deration, as letters, to the committee of
correfpondence, Polite Arts, to the com-
mittee of Polite Arts, &c. and every mem-

ber
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ber is of every committee, though particu-
lar gentlemen are nominated to each com-
mittee.

Thefe are the principal regulations that

have not been already noticed in the courfe
of this narrative, which I cannot more aptly
conclude than with a fincere and fervent
prayer ¢ that this moft free and independ-
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ant Society, inftituted ForR THE PuBLiC
coop, may long continue to do honor
to its patrons, and that its prefent moft
excellent plan with all poffible improve-
ments may be handed down to pofterity,
and by them be facredly revered, and
firmly upheld with the reft of thofe
ineftimable privileges, which have ren-
dered us fuperior to all the nations of the
eapth.”
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