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Eeodns kv Bl GTE,

F all the fpecies of folly that fall to the lot of

man, fays M. De Claville, perhaps the Cacie-

thes Seribend, the itch of writing, is the moft pointed.

‘But, he adds, why do men purfue this phrenzy; or

rather why have I, confcious of my own incapacity,

followed the example of others ? To the critics I {hall
anfwer in the words of Boileau :

¢ Ecrive qui voudra, chacuna ce metier,
¢¢ Peut perdre impunément del’encre & du papier.”

Upon this principle I have commenced author ; T
impofe the reading of my works upon no one; nor is
this affertion founded in vanity, or the high opinion
I entertain of myfelf. Indeed this were fcarce pof-
fible, as I never had any idea of learning—what then
can be expefted from me? I do not write for fame:
my fole ambition is limited to being ufeful to my
countrymen, in committing to paper thofe obfervations
I have made upon the Indigo manufadture. Some-

~ friends, who entertain too high an opinion of my me-
rit as an Indigo-maker, having requefted me to pub-
lith my remarks, that they might be ferviceable to
thofe who are engaged in the fame fabrication ; my

* zeal infpired me with emulation, and I have exerted
my endeavours to communicate the beft idea of it I
was able. Let who will treat me as a vifionary, it is
not the lefs certain that there is fomething curious in
my little proje&, which our colonifts will profit of,
after they are acquainted with it.

I thall enable them to form a judgment. If my
good wifhes have any merit, I hope the public will

&3 - approve.
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approve of my work; and if even I have not fuc-
ceeded, I fhall, at leaft, have the fatisfaétion of hav-
ing intended it, -

I have learnt that many perfons have been fhocked
at the hideous portrait, in appearance, which I have
drawn of the genius of the negroes; imagining that
1 would thereby infinuate there were none good. But
if they had confidered that I was there giving inftruc-
tions to a fteward, not yet initiated into the myfteries
of his profeflion, to whom I was fetting forth the
vices of this race of men, that they might guard
againit them, I am convinced that they would think
very differently. Had I wrote as an hiftorian, I might,
in difplaying their vices, fet forth at the fame time
their good qualities : but this is an object but of little
confequence toa pupil, who only wants inftruction.
1 am fenfible there are fome of good difpofitions
among them (though they are but very thinly ftrewed)
who would freely facrifice their Jives for their mafters;
but in this cafe, there is generally fome fecret intereft
that prompts them. There are, neverthelefs, fome
who, when they have a real affeétion for their mai-
ters, teftify a tendernefs that is truly filial. But
would it be proper for me to write a panegyric
upon the negroes? No, this was not the object Ihad in
view at fetting out. Beflides, if we were to depitt
our own vices and imperfections, without difplaying
our virtues, would our portrait be lefs hideous than
that of the negroes ? Alas! it is withregret that 1 dare
_aver there would be no kind of comparifon, and that
the faults, vices, and imperfetions of the negroes,
would appear only as trifling errors, mere peccadiloes ;
particularly if attention were paid to their perverfe in-
clinations, and their very confined genius ; for a ne-
oro without education is unacquainted with the ex-
tent of the fault he is committing, though he is not
- : ignorant
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_ignorant that it is one; and if he pilfers any thing,
he fcarce reflects upon the injury the proprietor fuf-
tains ; this never enters his mind., If he were to.
fteal a calf to-day, he would fuppofe it would be eafily
replaced the next day by the birth of another: his
morals are as limited as they are loofe : he fancies all
the whites are rich ; or at leaft that with their induf-
try they fhould befo. The negroes imagine that this
opinion is the more certainly founded in truth, as they-
obferve daily examples among an infinite aumber of
people, whom they have feenarrive in the colonies with
very little, (or perhaps nothing) and acquire immenfe
riches. This makes them confider all the whites as
their mafters, though they are aflured and even cer-
tain, that fooner or later, they would change, by the
heirs of fome who ufually and inconteftibly fucceed
to others.

I could eafily difpenfe with an{wering fuch an ob-
jetion, having the approbation of connoifleurs ; but
as I would willingly fatisfy all the world, I imagined:
that thofe who had not {uflicient light and difcern-
ment to judge for themfelves, fhould be difabufed..

1l 1788
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

" LL thofe who make a voyage to the French

American ‘iflands know, or ought to know,
that Indigo is fabricated there It is allo made in the
Eaft Indies, and the empire of the Great Mogul. The
Taft is even efteemed the fineft ; but this is mere par-
tiality, to enhance 1ts value, becaufe it comes farther.
But as I know the confequences, I fhall not, with
my eyes open, adopt this error, having the moft con-
vincing proofs to the contrary, and having worked
with almoft equal fuccefs for many years; 1n which.
period I have paid attention to every thing that could
perfect a work of this kind.

As order fhould prevail in my little plan, it will
not be improper to begin by a detail of the Indigo-
works ; it has too much connexion with the fequel
of this work, not to be admitted. DBefides thofe who
have never icen them, will not be completely fatis-
fied fhould I omit them. In imitation of Father
Tabat, who has given avery circumitantial account
of them. I thought it neceflary to follow nearly the
defcription he has given, lefs {from neceflity, thanto
fhorten the time required for making another arrange-
ment, which would come to the fame end. The
¢ruth of this will be evinced in the fequel of this.
work, which could not have preferved that per-
fpicuity, had 1 copied from different travellers, whofe
relations are ufually very much confufed, without
being acquainted with the fubject treated upon, and
are guided only by the tcftimony of others. Suppoling
even that thefe hiftorians had been eye-witneiles to

what
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what they advanced, this would not be fufficient to
enter into an exact faithful defcription of all that re-
lates to the Indigo. 'Wherefore the matter does not
~depend upon having been a mere fpetator, it re-
quires practice for a fucceflion of years to treat it
judicioudly.

It is therefore, upon confummate experience that
T undertake this work, without troubling myfelf about
repeated details already given of this manufatture,
by various authors, who, being ill-informed, have fallen
ntp the moft abfurd miftakes, not only deftitute of
common fenfe, but even probability.

Yor this reafon, with my extenfive pratical ground-
work, limagined I could go upon a new plan ; my
defign, intention, and view concentered not only in
atisfying the curious, but allo to inftruét, upon prin-
cip'es fupported by inconteftable authorities, a pupil
who is ambitious of becoming a complete Indigo-
maker.

Unaflifted with thofe talents acquired by literature,
I can offer nothing in my writings but great fimpli-
city, which I may urge as a proof of my fincerity.
The ufeful is more to my purpofe than the agreeable;
wherefore the reader may confole himfelf beforehand,
that 1f he does not meet with that falt which gives a
relith to the moft trifling production ; I can offer no-
thing to him but the naked truth, without paint or
difguife ; being quite oppofite to feveral authors, who,
with an impofing ftyle, often vend us a fhadow for

a fubftance. T would willingly believe that they err
through ignorance ; but even involuntary ignorance
does not always afford a juft apology. It is incum-
bent upon a writer to be fincere, and to make
himfelt a mafter of the fubje@ which he propofes
treating. For my part, I, who write with the proofs
in hand, haye nothing to fear but from the fterility

of
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THE COMPLETE

"INDIGO-MAKER.

505 W3 L b

Defeription of the 1N D160 Manufasture.

\ HE Indigo-works confift of ftone cifterns*, in
the thape of vats, plaiftered over, and ftrongly
cemented, which contain the plant called

Indigo, whilft it is preparing, in order to ex-
tract the colour. There are thrce of thefe vats,
which are placed above each other, and form a
kind of cafcade, in fuch a manner that the fecond
may receive the liquor from the uppérmoft, through
an aperture therein made, and that the undermoft
may afterwards receive the contents of the middle
vat.

The firft of thefe vats, which is the largeft and
the uppermoft, is called the fteeper. It is ufually ten
or twelve feet in length, by eight or ten in breadth,
and three in depth, a declivity being made at the
bottom, towards the aperture, that the liquor may
drain through it. The fecond is called the beater,
which is narrower and much deeper than the firft,
in order that none of the liquor may be {pilt by the
agitation of the beating, as the lofs of any quantity

* Where ftones are not to be had, the vats are made of
wood, and the joints caulked, like the feams of a fhip,

B would
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would be of confiderable importance: and it has
the fame gentle declivity at the bottom towards the
aperture as the former. The third, which is much
lefs than the fecond, is called the receiver.

The names of the two firft vats are perfectly agree-
able to their ufe. The fteeper, is thus called be-
caufe the plant is fteeped in it, to ferment and rot,
after its fubftance 1s difperfed in water by the fermen-
tation occafioned by the heat. In the fecond, this
fame water, impregnated with the falts of the plant,
is ftirred and beat, till having fufficiently blended
and coagulated them to form a body, the particles
that compofe this tincture appear. The third vat
derives its name from its receiving the liquor after it
has pafled through the neceffary operations in the
other two.

This third ciftern contains the Indigo, after pafling
through the fermenting-vat, and being improved in
the beating-tub. Here it unites, and becomes a fo-
lid mafs, Eeing drained from the water ; and it is af-
ter taken out and put into little linen facks, about
cighteen inches in length, and afterwards in boxes.

A Definition of perfect Indigo.

Indigo, compofed of the falts and {ubftance of the
indigo plant, isproduced by the effets of fermenta-
tion, diffolving the falinous particles of the leaves,
which are afterwards coagulated by the violent motion
of the beating, which gives it a fufficient confiftence
to blend into amafs, and form that kind of pafte, which
the fun by its heat dries and brings to perfection.

But as there is fomething marvellous in the courfe
of its diflfolution, being the extraordinary effets of
fermentation, I fhall give an idea of the fucceflive
changes it undergoes.

The



The Complete Indigo- Flaker, 3

The marvellous Effefis of the Fermentation.

The firft effe&t of the fermentation is a little bub-<
bling, fomewhat refembling that produced by a fmall
phial falling into water, which on entring the narrow
neck of the phial produces fmall bubbles of a greenifh
tincture, gradually increafing fo much, that at length
the water is all impregnated with a very deep green,
which then changes into a very fine copper colour*,
and this in turn is changed into a deep violet: then the
terrible effects of the fermentation appear; the ciftern
having acquired the neceffary degree of heat, boils on
all fides with fo much violence, that it cafts up pyra-
mids of froth, that refemble flakes of fhow. The
expreflion terrible is not hyperbolical in this cafe ;
for the fermentation hath been fo violent as to force
away the bars, fix inches fquare on each fide, and
even tear away the keys, which are between five
and fix feet in circumference, half of which are
funk into the earth: but as the ciftern is not Iong
heated to this degree, it muft be acknowled ged thefe
accidents do not often happen.

The erroncous Opinions of fome Authors refuted.

Before I go any farther, I fhall take notice of an
error into which fome authors have fallen, by igno-~
rance, or rather for want of experience. Thefe gen-
tlemen maintain, (phyfically without doubt) that the
Indigo 1s not formed of the leaf, which, according
to them, is only a vifcous colour, or tin&ure, dif-
fufed by the fermentation of the plant in the water.
‘What likelihood is there that the branches and the
bark fhould produce fo fudden an effe@ on about 300

* By this I only mean the furface, as the body of the
water always continues green. Il

b2 paike



4 T he Complete Indigo-Maker.

pails of clear fimple water, as to thicken the fame
in lefs than ten or twelve hours, in which time a vat
often ferments ? It isan evident contradiftion to fay,
that a plant which is hard and brittle, fhould thicken
it to a degree beyond the confiftency of the white of an
egg, which in effect it 1s, and as thofe who have feen
the fabrication are fenfible.

Can there ‘remain any doubt, upon viewing the
herb that is immerfed, which after being fermented
hath only a leaf, very foft and fine, remain-
ing, inftead of being ftrong and plump as before ?
"What then becomes of its fubftance ? It is, doubtlefs,
diffolved, and from this diffolution the Indigo is
formed. If any more obvious proofs are neceflar
to convince thefe gentlemen of the truth hereof, {
{hall defire them to obferve, that when the caterpil-
lars have devoured all the leaves, the Indigo-tree is
never cut. If then the ftalks contained all the falts
neceflary for the compofition of this tincture, the ra-
vages of the caterpillars would no more injure our
incomes than deprefs our fpirits.

The Indigo Plant of Sarquefle, the leaves only of which
are ufedy according to M. Tavernier.

Mr. Pomet, author of the Hiftory of Drugs, tells
us, upon the authority of M. Tavernier, that the In-
dians of the village of Sarquefle, ufe only the leaves,
and throw away the plant; and that the moft efteem-
ed Indigo comes from hence. T his would corrobo-
rate my opinion in the ftrongeft manner, if the fact
itfelf did not appear doubtful ; wherefore I fhall not
found my affertion upon fuch weak authority. Is it
probable that men, whofe indolence is equalled only
by their ftupidity, thould amufe themfelves in culling
the leaves of each plant? What time would 1t not
take to fill a ciftern with fmall leaves, not larger than
thofe of our European box ¢ Dut fuppefing the thing

could
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could be put in practice, cou'd they be certain of the
fuccefs of the diffolution ? Would not all the leaves
heaped upon one another, produce a gum of fuch a
texture as to prevent the water’s penetrating? Could
a thoufand Indians cut and cull a fufficient quantity to
fill a ciftern? T will not allow it to be objected that
inftead of one day they may take three, as the firft
keaves cut would be fcorched with the fun, that
they would pulverize upon the flighteft touch. If
upon thefe principles the Eaft-Indian Indigo has the
preference to ours, I cannot help joining with the
proverb, ¢¢ Opinion is every thing with the world.”
Experience has convinced me, that we may carry
the quality of Indigo to its greateft perfetion, by pro-
perly manufacturing it.  People who ftudy nothing
but their intereft, are not emulous of any improve-
ment, as it will not bring a better price ; for I have
long fince obferved that the planter does not fix the
price of the commodity ; but he muft, on the con-
trary, conform to that which the captains of fhips
chufe to pay. For my part, without regarding {o
whimfical a cuftom, I have endeavoured more to
bring it to perfe&ion than increafe the quantity : but
-as people differ in opinion, and as the majority have
always their intere moft in view, it muft always hap-
pen that there will be as much bad as good Indigo.
Add to this the quality of the foil, and the pure -
nefs of water, which have a great influence upon the
luftre of Indigo, which: requires a black light foil,
and clear running water, * ; there are, however,.
fome planters who heat the water by the fun in ftone

* The Indigo that grows upon hills, is preferable to that
which grows on plains, on account of the lightnefs of the
earth on their declivity, which is neot baked. by the
driving rains as land on'a level is.

B 3 bafons,
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bafons, made on purpofe for this ufe, in order to
produce an earlier fermentation, which it effects, but
often at the expence of the quality, which fuffers by
it; but the Indigo thus prepared is fpecifically hea-
vier than when made of frefh water.

A Dcfeription of the True Indigo Plant.

Of all the writers who have treated of the figure
of this plant, none have acquitted themfelves better
than father Labat : he had an amazing genius for
giving a natural defcription of things. I have met
with feveral authors, who have written upon Indigo,
but none of them have equalled him. Francis Pic-
card fays it refembles Rofemary, which it is as much
like as an ozier-tree is a vine. - Mr. Tavernier com-
pares it to hemp, without giving it any other defcrip-
tion. But I will not tire the reader’s patience, by
any more fuch ufelefs quotations, but give Father La-
bat’s defcription of it, which is perfectly juft; I {hald
only obferve, it is the true Indigo he means; the others
1{halltake upon myfelf to defcribe. ¢ Indigo isa plant
¢ that would grow two feet and upwards in height,
#¢ if it were not cut, as foon as it appeared upon
¢¢ the furface of the earth. It divides itfelf into fe-
¢ veral flender knotty {talks, and has various {mall
¢t branches or fprigs, each bearing about eight cou-
«¢ ple of leaves, terminating with one leaf at the ex-
¢ tremity. ‘Thele leaves are oval, and {fomewhat
¢ pointed, pretty compact and ftrong; they are
¢ plump and {oft to the touch ; the branches bear
« {mall reddith flowers, nearly in fhape like thofe of
¢ our broom, but {maller, which are fucceeded by
¢ pods or fhells, of about an inch in length, and
¢ very fmall, which inclofe grains or feed that re-
«¢ {femble in fize, confiftency, and colour, our radifth
¢ feed.” '

Such is the defcription of the real Indigo plant;

but there are various kinds, which are not all in ufe. I
{hall
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fhallbegin with thofe which I have manufaétured, and
are of three different forts, viz. the real, the baftard,
and the gatimalo, or guatimala, which derives its
erigin from that coaft under the dominion of Spain
of the fame name.

The firft produces the greateft tincture, and is made
with the greateft facility, but its fuccefs in planting
15 very doubiful ; its tender delicate flalk in growing
is fubjeCt to many accidents: the wind, rain, the
fun, all confpire to deftroy ity and even the earth
where it grows feems to deny it affiftance. If the
earth be fomewhat worn, it languifhes, producing no-
thing but weak ftalks, which perith almoft as foon as
they appear : the fun’s fcorching is another accident
as fatal as the former ; to this it is very liable during
the firlt month of its growth, whereby the planter is
conftantly divided between fear and hope.

It is not difficult to explain the caufe of thefe
fcorchings ; the rays of the fun darting upon the
rifing Indigo after frequent fhowers, communicate
to the earth too great a heat, which coming {udden!
upon the earth, cooled by the quantity of water whic]z.
it had imbibed, heats the plant fo greatly, that it
lies bent like a faded root, and is confumed by heat 3
this accident is very detrimental to the planter, who,,
in order to have an early crop, begins to plant early
in the feafon ; and in this refpect his vigilance is ne~
ceflary.

It is again fubje€t, during this hot time, to a
fmall infect, which we call the burning-fly; this:
dittle animal, which in figure refembles a {mall ca-
terpillar, mclofes itfelf in a cobweb, which covers:
and entwines its flender ftalk, and burns and de-
ftroys it*.

To

* It 1s not the animal that burns the falk, but properly
fpeaking the web, which receiving the night dew, and

B 4 being
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Tothefe accidents may beadded that of the common
caterpillars, which will devour, in lefs than forty-
eight hours, whole beds of Indigo: this lofs is fol-
lowed by another {till more confiderable, occafioned
by another kind of caterpillars larger than the firft,
which inceflantly gnaw the ftocks and buds as foon
as they appear : thefe infeéts have a peculiar inftinct,
they bury themfelves in the earth, to avoid the moit
violent heat of the fun in the day-time ; and they iflue
forth in the cool of the evening, to begin their work
afreth the remainder of the day and the following
night: this plan they follow for near two months
fucceflively, at the end of which time the ftocks of
the Indigo appear quite dead, and fome never reco-
ver ; after which, they convert themfelves into Chry-
falides, to become butterflies and inhabitants of the
air. This misfortune is the more to be lamented, as
it always happens in the fineft part of the feafon, and
when the Indigo produces the moft. The baftard
Indigo is lefs {fubject to thefe infects, which are much
more greedy of the real: this, in its turn, is eafily
fiript of its leaves by the fmalleft fthower of rain,
which leaves nothing but the ftaik ; whence arifes,
that double the quantity of the plant is neceffary to
fill the ciftern, and the planter fuftains alofs of one-half.
When all thefe lofles are confidered, which it 1s im-
poflible to prevent or avoid, it is not furprifing that
this manufa&ure fhould have declined fo much, as
to be nearly extinét*., The truth is, that far the

greater

being filled with it, and afterwards heated by the rays
of the fun, it produces the fame effeéts as boiling water.

* Mirbalais, Genaives, and Artibonite, are the onl
places where thefe manufattures now flourith ; in this laft’
country there are a fufficient number to occupy annually
fix or feven hundred negroes. In the Department of the

Cape
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greater number of plantershave difcontinuedthe raif--
ing of Indigo for fugar-works,

A Defeription of the Baflard Indigo Plant.

The baftard Indigo, which differs from the other
by its height, is a plant that grows in all foils, lefs:
in height indeed in an ungrateful foil ; its leaf is-
longer and narrower than that of the real Indigo, of a
clearer green, fomewhat whiter underneath ; lefs
plump, and rougher to the touch, even fo far as to:
prick; it grows to fix feet high, if not prevented, .
which is a matter of importance, in order to work it
with fuccefs, whilft it poflefles the neceflary quali--
ties ; for when it hath attained its greateft natural -
height, it is impoflible for the beft Indigo-makers to
fucceed in working it : wherefore care {hould always :
be taken to prevent it, by cutting it as foon as it be- -
gins to bloflom ; it is then about. three feet high. .
‘There are. fome cafes in which it is proper to defer-
cutting it ; this is when the Indigo, by a great fall .
of rain, has grown all on a fudden, and when there -
15 a likelihood of fine weather : in eight days of fa--
vourable weather it obtains 3 body, and the obftacles :
that might arife in the fermentation are prevented ; :
and without this precaution the moft {kjlful artift -
would be. embarraffed. It often happens, from an
abundance of rain, that we are obliged to throw -
afide a whole crop, (the plant having no kind of
body, difiolves. with the bucket) when, not to occupy
the negroes fruitlefsly, the herb is cut, that the next -
crop may not be retarded. This moft commonly -

happens in the firft crop, when the weather.is the
moifteit.

Cape there are fcarce any, except at Limbé, Port Margot, .
and Plaifanne ; but their greatelt produce is but imail,, ~
compared with the others.

Bs * The-



18 The Complete Indigo- Maker.

The good Qualities of Baflard Indigo.

If the baftard Indigo is more difficult to manufac-
ture than the real, it hath many advantages the other
has not. 1ft. Baftard Indigo grows in all foils, and
at all times. 2dly. The Indigo produced by it is
more folid, finer, and of a higher copper colour ; it
refifts much longer the ravages of infeéts, and even
rain cannot fpoil it, except it be very violent and
uncommon. It doth not produce fo much Indigo as
the other, but this is balanced by the fize of the herb,
of which one-third lefs will do to fill a vat: fo that
upon afair calculation, we fhall find they are pretty
near equal ; and as it feldom perithes in its infancy,
we continue planting it inceflantly in all kinds of
foils, particularly old grounds, referving however
the beft grounds for the real ; but it becomes very
delicate when it is upon the point of maturity,
which muft be carefully watched, to prevent its
feeding; for in that cafe it is very difficult to
make : and if the manufaGurer is fkilful enough to
fucceed, it produces fo little Indigo (except it be
during the greateft heats), that the trouble exceeds
the profit : but when proper care is taken to prevent
this, and the rotting and beating are duly attended
to, it produces excellent Indigo.

This fort of Indigo is a long while growing ; for
which reafon many prefer the real, when the foil
15 proper; the latter may, if the feafon is favourable,
be cut in two months, and fometimes fix weeks. As
to the baftard, it requires upwards of three months ;
a mixture is fometimes made of both ; and although
the baftard does not grow fo foon, they are never-
thelels cut together, when either of them is fit. The
ftem of the baitard puts out as vigoroufly as the other,
and in fix weeks they are cut, as if the two fpecies
were blended. The advantage hereby produced is,

that
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that the Baftard embellithes the luftre of the real,
and the texture of thisbeing finer, the manufaéturer
finds it eafier to produce the degree of rotting re--
quired.,

The Duality of Gatimalp..

The Gatimalo is a kind of Indigo, that fo much:
refembles the Baftard, that it would be almoft im--
gﬂfﬁble to diftinguith the one from the other, but

y the pods, which inclofe the feed, and are of a.
brownith red, as well as the feed ; that of the baftard:
1s yellow, and the feed as black as gunpowder,
which it greatly refembles. As the Gatimalo is very-
difficult to make, and as it yields much lefs than
the Baftard, it is feldom ufed ; but the feed bzing-
fometimes mixed with the other, it cannot always:
be deftroyed, notwithftanding all the endeavours that
may be ufed.

.W? JT d I mz':'ga-.

There isa kind of Indigo, which grows fpontane--
oufly inthe favannahs (or meadows) and which refem--
bles a fhrub, having a fhortbuthy trunk very thick, its:
branches iffuing from the root; the leaves are more-
round, and {maller than thofe of the real Indigo,,
But very thin, and therefore of no ufe,

Indigo Marry..

The Indigo Marry, whofe leaves refemble thofe:
of the real, though not fo plump, is feldom met
with. Some aflirm, that it produces a great deal]
of Indigo ; but there is great reafon to think the con-+"
trary, as no perfon has yet.thought proper to plant it..
There is alfo another {pecies of it, which grows
very high, and its branghgs extend above fix. feet:

: iIi;
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in circumference, the pods of whichare afoot inlength,
and refemble in figure a packing-needle.

- Much Praétice conflitutes a good Indigo-maker.

Great pradtice is required ' to attain a thorough
knowledge of the making of Indigo, for the fame
circumitances do not always occur ; it is even very
difficult to give a juft idea of it, unlefs the reader
is acquainted with the pratice. In a good feafon
the difficulty is nothing ; but in a bad feafon the
moft fkilful Indigo-maker is likely to be baffled. It
is true that Indigo is not every where of the fame
delicate texture ; the more temperate the air, the
more it is difficult to bring to perfetion; and as I
poflefs land that requires much attention for the
produétion of this commodity, I flatter myfelf, from
my great afliduity and exatnefs, that I have made
fome difcoveries, perhaps beyond all thofe who have
been engaged in this manufacture before; having
increafed my care in proportion as difliculties arofe.

The Herb mufl be infpelled, to judge of its Fermentation,

A {kilful Indigo-maker fhould, before he cuts the
herb, examine it, in order to form as true a judg-
ment as poilible of the time it will require to ferment ;
this may in fome meafure be concluded from the dry-
nefs or humidity of the feafon. It requires no great
{kill to comprehend, that Indigo which grows in
fine weather rots better than that which has fhot up
on a fudden from heavy rains. In this manner an
Indigo-maker fhould reafon ; and he thould examine
his vat eight or ten hours before the Indigo has ac-
quired its neceflary quality.

At what Seafon Indigo is planted.

The planters (at leaft thofe in the department of
the Cape) who will not rilk their feced, begin to
plant



The Complete Indigo- Maker. I3

plant their Indigo after Chriftmas-holidays, which
they may continue till the month of May ; this laft
fowing is even the moft favourable, not being liable
to fcorching : but as the feafon is too far advanced, it
produces only two or three cuttings ; after which,
the north winds fetting in, the ftocks die, but the -
firft planted is cut five times. The baftard Indigo is
fown from All-faints day, to the end of the month of

May.
| I}Ir{}wever improper this term of planting feed may
appear, I fhall abide by it, to conform myfelf to
the ufage of the country, which Iam not entitled to
alter : nor do Ithink it fo ridiculous as fome confider
it ; for it cannot be faid to be abfolutely fown, as it
is dropped into every hole made by the hoe, whereas
the fowing of ground is, properly fpeaking, featter-
ing the feed promifcuouily, without being certain
where it will rife. I fhall therefore agree with the
other planters, that before the planting of Indigo,
the old ftocks thould be removed with the hoe ; after
which, the earth thould be cleanfed as much as pol-
fible ; to which end a rake is ufed, to break the
ftocks in pieces, that they may be burnt. This
rake 1s formed of a piece of a barrel head pierced in the
middle, with a handle of about fix feet long. The
earth being thus prepared, the Indigo may be planted
during the firft rain, and which is performed in the
following manner. ;

The Manner of planting Indigo.

The negroes who are to work at it range themfelves
in a line, at the head of the ground, and keep
marching backwards : they dig holes the breadth of
their hoe, about two inches deep, and five or fix
inches afunder, and in as ftreight a line as poffible ;
and that they may not be interrupted whilft they are
planting, the divifions are marked out upon a line

before-
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beforehand, that during the firft rain, nothing need
be done but planting ; %::rr as there is no certainty of
the continuation of the rain, fuch precious moments
fhould not be loft. As the negroes dig the holes, the
negro-women, having a gourd-rake,.divided in two,
filled with feed, they pour it into the holes juft made,
whilft others follow with rakes, and cover thefe
holes, with about an inch or more of earth. Seven
or eight grains of feed are fufficient of the real In-
digo, and lefs of the Baftard, but they are not reck-.
oned, as I. Labat avers, who fays eleven or thirteen:

rains are neceflary, feeming to place a myftery in:
the uneven number.. The time is too precious in
our iflands to attend to thefe niceties, when the rainy
weather invites the planter to fow ; for the earth being
once dry, he canno longer plant..

Dry-planting.

‘We are fometimes obliged to Have recourfe to dry-.
planting, that is to {ay, when there has been no ramn
for a confiderable time, in order to forward the crop ;.
a little fprinkling of rain not being fufhicient to plant
a large extent of ground ; but this kind of planting
is only ventured upen, at a time when rain is proba-
bly expected, Holes are dug in this dry earth, which-
16 fown and covered over immediately, in the expec-
tation of {peedy rain: this greatly forwards the plan-
ter’s views, when fuccefs crowns his expectations.,
He fees this feed rife all at once, whilft he has time
to plant more during the opportunity of the rain ; but
if, on the other hand, dry weather continues, he runs
the rifk of lofing all his feed, when it is. fcorched and
hardened by the heat. At this feafon. fometimes
flight fhowers fall, which only fprinkle the earth, and:
make the feed fhoot, but not ftrong enough to force
its. way above the furface ; whence a rot muft necefla-

rilytake place,whichisa confidcrable lofs to the planter,
| on
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on account of the time his flaves are unemployed,
the retarding of his returns, and, in fine, the price
of the feed, an object more or lefs worthy of his at-
tention, according to the quantity which he had
planted. A computation has been made in the dif-
trict of Leogane, (now called Port au Prince)
whereby it appears half a million of livres have been
loft by thefe fatal mifcarriages. .

In how many Days the Seed comes up.

‘With refpet to real Indigo, it comesup the third
day, but the baftard feed is fometimes upwards of
eight days; in proportion as it is more orlefs ripe,
it 1s forward or backward, but it never appears all at
once; every drop of rain brings up fome; and it is
not an uncommon thing to fee it come up the year
after, when it is too ripe : wherefore great care muft
be taken to prevent this over-ripenefs, which is known
by the fhell : its beginning to dry is a proper notice
that 1t is time to cut the crop.

The Cultivation of the Plant.

‘This plant, as I have before obferved, requires a
good foil ; it greatly impoverifhes the land where
it grows, and muft be alone. Too much atten-
tion cannot be given to prevent any other herb
intermingling with it; and whatever ‘care has been
taken to cleanfe the earth, a fortnight or three weeks
fhould not elapfe after the plant appears, before the
ground is cleared of all weeds that may furround it,
and which will ftifle it, if not removed ; and this
weeding fhould be repeated every fortnight till the
Indigo is fufficiently grown to cover the earth with
its fhadow, and thereby prevent the weeds grow-
ing: they do not ftand in need of rain to raife them ;
the heat of the country, joined to the plentiful dews,
bring forth enough to make the Indigo perith, if this
weeding is omitted.

2 Cut -
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Cutting of the Indigo.

Large curve knives, refembling fickles in all but’
teeth, are ufed to cut the Indigo; theherbiscut within-
fomething more than an inch of the ground ; and bun-
dles are made of it, of fuch weight as a negro can carry,
which are wrapt up in coarfe cloth, about an ell’
{quare, tied by a ftring at each corner, that the weed.
may be carried in the greater fafety without dropping:
any of the fmaller parts.  One'negro is employed in.
laying out the weed, whilft the others put it into the
fteeper : to prevent any vacancy that there would.
otherwife be, if it were thrown in all together, and.
that 1t may not ftick together, the negro ftrews it.
lightly, an armful at a time: thirty or forty of thefe.
parcels are fuflicient to fill a vat, of the fize above.
{pecified.

“After having filled the vat, it is railed over, and
barred, to keep thie weed under; it is then filled with -
water, and the whole left to ferment, in proportion.
to the heat, or rather according to the fubftance of the
plant. ‘This fermentation is not always of the fame
duration ® ; fometimes it continues twelve, fifteen,
twenty, thirty hours ; and even fifty hours; but this is:
the longeft time known, orat leaft is feldom exceeded ;
and in this cafe it muft be a firlt vat-full and the vat.
not ufed for a confiderable time. I had worked:
upwards of fix years with. fuccefs in the Indigo ma- .
nufaCture, when I madea difcovery in regard to the
beating, which. aftonithed many. Indigo-makers, who .
were not ignorant in . the profeflion. Imet with a
woman, (for women are very fkilful in the profeflion -
of Indigo) who told me the fame thing had happened
to her. In the beating I was obliged to refine fo much,

* We have feen fome that would not rot but fix hours ; .
but this 1s extraordinary, and is a certain proof that it will
produce very little Indjgo.. '

a8
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as to entirely diffolve the firft grain, to make another
come ; for the firft was{o imperfect, that it diffolved
like Indigo fermented too much : Iwas atfirft deceived,
and did not dare to continue the beating, finding the
weaknefs of the grain, and I was upon the point of
concluding that the vat was really too much rotted ; -
when, confidering the oppofite marks that were vifi-
ble from the lightnefs of the fcum, which remained
clear from the moment I difcontinued beating ; I found
there was a myftery which I was willing to invefti-
gate : Irefolved to let the vat reft an hour or two,
in order to obtain fome new lights from the quality
of the water. I did not fail to return at the time
mentioned, when I found the water impregnated
with the falts, which made me conclude 1 had not
extracted all the {ubftance. In order to be convinced,
I fent for my negroes, and ordered them torenew the
beating : after they had done this, for about half a
quarter of an hour, I faw a fecond grain arife, much
larger than the firft, but very flat; it received a cir-
-cular form by dint of beating ; and this Indigo was very
fine in quality, and drained * off very well from ano-
ther red like beer. The whole cutting turned out the
fame. One of my neighbours, to whom I commu-
nicated this affair, was as much aftonithed as myfelf,
and aflfured me he thould have been deceived, as he
never fhould have thought of deftroying one grain, in
order to produce a {econd.

The neceffary Degree of Beating.

To beat a vat properly, the Indigo-maker muit
form a judgment of the produce; if he be fkilful, he
can difcover this before the grain is formed; if itap-
pears there will probably be an excefs, the beating

* All Indigo that does not drain well, has undergone too
great a procefs, either in the rot-vat, or in beating.

muit
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muft be moderate ; and if on the other hand it is
hikely there will be a deficiency, he muft continue it,
even to refining; when he has attained the defired
point, be muft take care not to exceed it; for the
leaft excels deprives it of its fine luftre. To avoid
excels, attention muft be paid to the time the grain
15 the largeft, and its degrees of diminution, till it be-
come perfectly round, and the grains roll one upom
ancther like fine fand, till they feparate eafily from
the water, which then appears tranfparent and clear,,
and the * proof which covers the bottom of the cup
readily follows the water, when the cup is inclined to
one fide, without leaving any drofs behind. It is now
time to difcontinue ; if the beating were carried on
any longer, it would diffolve the moft fubtle parts ;
for the grains of the trunk are not of the fame con-
fiftency as the others, which is obferved after over-
beating a vat, from a kind of volatile grain that re-
mains floating in the water; and which, though
imperceptible, hinders the draining of the water ;
whence it refults, that the diffolution of the imper-
fect grains that have been too much. beaten, do not
retain a fufficient weight to fink to the bottom ; and
1t is with difficulty that the Indigo drains off: thefe
fine grains fticking to the bags, and ftopping up the
pores ; to this is owing the foftnefs of Indigo.

The juft degree of beating requires great experi-
ence ; on which only a proper knowledge can be:
be founded, though a novice of a year’s experience
may fucceed ; yet he will frequently err by over-
beating—an accident that is without 2 remedy, and
occalions a double lofs to the proprietor, as well in:
refpect to quantity as quality ; the latter becoming'
flaty, which makes a confiderable difference in the
price. Add to this, the diffolved grains are partly
loft, and thofe that remain cannot be drained off ;

¢ Proof is the granulated indigoin the proof cup.
which
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which produces a box of indigo almoft liquid; that
cannot obtain its proper confiltency, without being
diminifhed half in value. ‘Wherefore I would rather
err on the fide of not beating enough, than beat too
much ; if the Indigo is light, it is at leaft fine, and
_wil] pafs for good ; befides, it may be rectified when
the defect is perceived in time, by renewing the
beating : wherefore the water fhould be carefully
vifited two hours after beating.

Recapitulation,

As it is {carce poflible to avoid confufion, in a de-
tail of fuch length, I imagine that after having parti-
cularly explained the difliculties arifing from bad fea-
fons, it may be neceffary to collect into one point
of view, all the obftacles that a manufatturer may
meet with ; for the lofs of one vat is frequently fuc-
ceeded by that of another ; this diforders a third, and
difconcerts the Indigo-maker. 1ft. It mufl be ob-
ferved that in a wet feafon, the Indigo having no body,
muft of courfe have an imperfeét grain; wherefore
the Indigo-maker mull not attend to the grain only,
but alfo to the water, and examine the livelinefs of
its colour. = 2dly, When there is too great a drought,
the Indigo wanting {ubftance, can produce no other
than an ill-formed grain, as well as a water that is fub-
ject to a drofs, the fure fign of a vat over-fermented,
3dly. The firft crop being made when the ground
is frefh as well as the water, the Indigo muft dif-
play a falfe grain ; but the waters being fine, thefe
fhould be his fole ftudy, remembering that at the en-
fuing beating, the water mult be his faithful guide ;
which, however, he fhould manage with great cir-
cumfpetion. 4thly. The crop which is cut imme-
diately after the ravages of the caterpillars, cannot
fail producing a drofly water ; that isto fay, there
will remain a fcum, which fthould be carcfully dif-

tinguifhed
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tinguifhed from an excefs of fermenting; it fhould
allo have lefs beating than ufual, that the Indigo may
not be flaty. What is faid with regard to this
crop, may be equally applied to the Indigo in feed.

Buality of the IWater after the Beating.

It is neceflary that the quality of the water fhould
‘be vifited an hour or two after the beating, as nothing
can fo effectually remove all doubts with refpect to
its defets: a bad vat never produces good water ;,
and the thicker it is, the more it is fufpetted that it
has rotted too much ; butthere is more reafon to con-
clude that it arifes from too much beating ; for the
vat being fo over-rotted as to produce a thick water,,
the Indigo-maker cannot fail obferving this from the
weaknefs of its grain ; whereas the Indigoapproaching
to the defired point, he was willing to refine, think-
ing there was as much beating flill wanting as was-
over-done, which occafions this errer. In this cafe,.
it is eafy to decide, by refleCting on the degree of
beating that has been given. 'The thicknefs of the
water often impofes on the manufalturer, which
is proved by the facks being drofly, an invariable.
mark of Indigo that has been too much beaten,.
as well as when it has too-much rotted. The con-
founding of thefe caufes is very pernicious to the fucs
ceeding vats. Thefe forts of vats produce a bluith
water, with a green ground : this green is occafioned
from the vat being too much fermented, it cannot
undergo a {ufficient degree of beating to clarify the
water. 'The blue mixture is.nothing more than the
grains that are broken, and which then colour all
the mafs of water.

Anather Oljervation upon the fame Subjed3..

There is another quality in water, which is com-
mon to a vat too much fermented, this is, its being
brown.
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brown upon the furface, and about an inch beneath
green, which is an infallible mark of its excefs. All
thefe vats are ufually accompanied with a thick fcum,
which divides itfelf into the form of little toads, which
cover the vat immediately after the beating is dif-
continued. When this beating is not over-done,
we find a light green water, fometimes brown, and its
defect is {carce perceptible, the water remaining
clear without any iediment: but thefe waters are very
difficultto drain oif, but cafy to beat, frothing much in
the beating. The quality of the flaty Indigo proves
it has undergone an hour or two too much ferment-
ing ;' and, perhaps, three in fine weather, when
the fermentation does not make 2 greater progrefs at
that time than in one Lhour in bad weather ; the In-
digo having then more body, its leaf is longer rotting.

Quality of the Water of a Vat not fufficiently fermented.

A vat that requires more fermentation, almoft con-
ftantly difplays a water that is reddifh, or yellowifh
green. When theIndigo isproperly beat, it has no mix-
ture of blue in it, but i1s more or lefs red in proportion
to the due beating, and fometimes greatly refembles
the colour of beer. The rule 15 not, however, {o inva-
riable as to be without exception, for there are fome
crops the waters of which are always red, when they
have properly fermented, which the manufacturer
may perceive by the grain. Befides the rednefs of
the water is not a bad {fymptom ; as the Indigo then
always drains well, and is of a fine quality.

The water which is the colour of coniac brandy is
the moft defirable, becaufe we may then be certain
that we have extrated the quinteflence, and that it
is deficient neither in beating or fermentation ; but
this cannot always be produced, efpecially in the
firft and laft crops. |

When
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When a leaden or flaty drofs iflues from the pores |

of the facks, it is generally concluded that the In-
digo has beeen too much fermented ; but the perfon
prefent at the beating can alone determine this to
a certainty. On the one hand this drofs may pro<
¢eed from the beating, the vat might have had its juft
degree of fermentation, and by too much beating
this drofs may be occafioned, in the fame manner as
a vat too much fermented may have rendered the
facks very coppery ; yet this is the mark of a vat that
wanted fermentation, founded on a direct oppofite
reafon ; that is to fay, for not having been fufliciently
beat, or its being done too fparingly ; though in this
laft cafe, it would be eafy to be convinced by a clofe
infpection, when it will be found there 1s a mixture
of drofs blended with the copper.

A good Indigo-maker fhould, therefore, be care-
ful that his facks are quite free from this drofs and
copper ; and he fhould confider what degree of
beating he gave, to judge with precifion upon the
facks, fufceptible of either.

A Calculation of the Produce of a good Vat.

A vat of the fize I before fpecified, may produce
about thirty pounds of Indigo. I {uppofe this to be
at a fine time of the year *, and that it is Indigo of
the plains; as that of the mountains produces far lefs,
the air being there more temperate. The baftard
Indigo produces, at moft, not above twenty-four
pounds.

#* This would be a confiderable revenue, without thofe

crofles that cannot be avoided. 1ft. The firft crop pro-

duces but little, and the herb furnifhes nothing. 2dly.
‘The fecond crop is the beft ; the 3d diminifhes one-
third, the 4th three-fourths, and the fifth produces fcarce
any thing; and add to thefe the accidents of the planta-

tion.
The
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The water having remained ten or twelve houss
in the vat, the fermentation produces its ufual +
eifect ; and having undergone the different degrees
of the procefs, before fpecified, the cock is opened to
let out a little of the liquor into a filver cup, ufed
only upon this occafion ; this water is thaken in the.
cup until the grains are formed ; then their quality
and that of the water are infpeGed, and if it has
attained the neceflary degree of fermentation, the
peg is drawn cut to let this liquor into the beat-
ing vat, in order that it may undergo the operation
of beating, to render it perfe&l.

- The moft certain Way of founding the Vat,

I muft in this place take notice of an er-
roneous maxim adopted by fome Indigo-makers,
which is to found the vat from the top, without any
diftinCtion of time or place: if they were to do this
upon the mountains, they would often be deceived,,
for the top there difplays nothing but a falfe grain ;
therefore it is more certain to draw the water from
the bottom, where the grain is in its natural flate,
as it requires at leaft two hours to fill 2 vat with
water ; during this interval the herb at the bottom
is fteeping, which is the fore-runner of fermen-
tation. Befides in rainy feafons, when the Indigo
does not ferment more than ten or twelve hours,
the furface of the vat hath fcarce any time to undergo
an alteration.

The Manner of Beating.

Having difcovered the critical time of the diffp-
lution, nothing more is neceflary than beating to
perfect the Indigo ; which is done in the following

1 The fermentation of the firlt vat is.very peaceable, as
its boiling does not produce a fcum,

nanner.
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manner. Thereare three buckets without bottoms, hav-
ing handles * the thicknefs of aman’s arm ; with thefe
buckets the water is violently beaten and agitated,

without ceafing, till fuch time as the falts and other

particles of the plant are united and blended toge-

ther. It is in this place that any defeCts in the fer-

mentation are difcovered ; fo that the beating in fome

meafure requires more application : as at the fame

time it difcovers thofe defects, it points out the means

of remedying them, provided no excefs is committed :

and though there fhould be a miftake of two or three

hours in the fermentation in fine weather, this may

be remedied without much lofs, and the quality of

the Indigo will not be injured, if the beating be

properly managed.

An Explanation of the Beating.

Beating may be called the emetic of the Indigo
manufacture ; by this its defects are difcovered and
remedied, and the remainder of the crop is regulated.
By the beating alfo the beft vat may be fpoilt ; that
is either by too much or too little. If it be not
fufficiently beat, the grain, which is not yet formed,
remains difperfed in the water, without draining or
collefting at the bottom of the vat, and when the
water is let out, is loft; or if when fufficiently
beaten, the beating is ftill continued, it is diffolved,

* A hole is bored in this handle at a proper height, ac-
cording to the fize of the beating vat, that it may not come
within a foot of the oppofite wall. This handle is fixed
upon the crooked timber, which being bored on both fides
to admit a pin, that runs through the timber and the
bucket handle (fee the plate fig. 2 and 3) it rifes and falls
like a pump handle, The beaters muft be very exaft in
firiking at the fame time, otherwife the water will fly over.
There 1s a new method of beating invented by means of a
horfe and a wheel, which faves the negroes much hard
labour,

and
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and from thence an equal inconvenience arifes. The
point then confifts in hitting the critical moment,
and then to ceafe and let the matter reft.

The Manner of draining the Vat,

After the beating has ceafed, the dregs fink to the
bottom of the vat, where they collect like mud, and
the water being feparated from the falts, with which it
was impregnated, fwims on the top and becomes
tranfparent : two or three hours are fufficient for its
lettling, when every thing is right ; after which, if
time is {carce, the water may be drawn off; but it
were better to let it remain fome time longer, that
there may be fewer particles of water, and that the
{malleft grains may have time to fink to the bot-
tom with the others. The cock, which confifts of
three different pins, at the bottom of the beating-
tub, is opened, beginning by the firft pin. When
the water hath run to the brink of the hole, the
fecond is taken out to let the draining be free to
the furface of the Indigo ; then it falls into the
receiver. DBut if it {hould happen, as it of-
ten does, that there is any waterremaining, the laft
pin is taken out, and in its pPlace a {quare wedge
is placed, when the Indigo ftops in a {urprifing
manner, to give way to the water, which iffues from
the fquares of this wedge, and drains till the In-
digo comes in turn. Then a bafket js placed be-
neath, which receives and retains the trafh that falls
into the beater ; and if any elcapes into the receiver
1t is eafily colleted by means of an ordinary broom,
~ ory which is better, the plant known by the name of
the fea-feather. Then the Indigo is put into facks,
when it purges itfelf of the remainder of the water it
ftill contained.

The Indigo is ufually left till next day inthe facks,
that it may be radically pu rged of the water that re-

&

mained
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mained, and till it hath acquired the confiftency of
foft cheefe, which it greatly refembles in every
thing but colour : which being done, the facks are
divided, and hung together in two different par-
cels, which prefles and expels the reft of the water
that may remain ; it is then fpread in flat cafes, three
feet long by one and a half wide, and two inches
deep ; and it is expofed as much as poflible to the
fun, in order to dry quickly. As foon as the fun
has hardened it, it cracks like dried mud: then,
in order to unite it, it is trowelled very hard * ; when,
after being well united, it is cut-into little fquares,
about an inch every way ; it is then again expofed to
the fun, till thefe fquares eafily difunite from the
cafe, then it is plated in the fhade. There are few
planters who dry their Indigo in the fhade. This isan
operation that takes up a great deal of time, even
from the time of its being dry, till its difuniting
from the cafe. I have feen my Indigo remain fix
weeks in this ftate, before it had acquired fuch a hard-
nefs as was neceflary for it to be barrelled. It becomes
as white as chalk, from a kind of tartar, or falt-petre
with which it is covered. This manner of drying it
is, however, very favourable to it, as it feems thereby
to acquire a freth cohefion, it becoming as hard as
a ftone : its luftre is alfo refined by the various {weats
it undergoes during this interval ; and I do not doubt
that acquires an additional weight ; for I found that
my Indigos weighed more than thofe of my neigh-

* 'This operation fhould take place in the afternoon, for
this reafon; when it is done in the morning, the fun dries
it fo readily, that the furfaces of the fquares rife in fcales,
which make them rugged and uneven ; whereas thofe that
harden in the night are as fmooth as glafs. Though this
no way affefts the quality, it at leaft makes them more
agreeable to the fight.

bours,
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bours, and were in greater efteem. I would not,
however, have all planters indifcriminately follow
my example in this refpe¢t. Thofe whofe drying-
frames are covered with two hundred cafes thould not
practife it, on account of the great number of cafes
requifite, unlefs they were to lay a flooring to {pread
it upon, which does not appear impracticable, and
where it will dry by degrees in a more temperate
air. After which it is put into cafks, where it
fweats again, and acquires a frefh luftre. Is it not
furprifing to fee Indigo, before it 1s barrelled, as dry
and hard as ftones, yet within eight days, {weat pro-
fufely, and fend forth a heat equal to that of fire, for
nearly the fame period of time; and then, without
being expofed to the air, become as dry as before
in lefs than five or {ix days? It is now faleable, and
it is the intereft of the planter not to defer the vent,
as it diminifhes in a few months ten per cent. in va-
lue, bylefs of weight.

Of Kneading, and its Abufes.

Kneading of Indigo in the cafes is a popular er-
ror that moft planters have fallen into. 'The necef-
fary cohefion depends folely upon the degrees of fer-
mentation and beating, and particularly the laft,
which is very obfervable in a vat that is deficient in
either. The Indigo eafily breaks, and its grains not be-
ing fufficiently coagulated to form a {olid body, a de-
fect muft neceflarily arife. And it is abfurd to imagine
any quality of which it is deficient, can be com-
municated by fo viie a method as kneading : which,
fo far from being ufeful, often creates a confi--
derable lofs. Firft, the fun deftroys the colour of
the Indigo, by making it flaty on the furface, to the
thicknefs of a fixpence ; and this Indigo burnt by
the fun, is blended with the other in kneading,

Ca2 and
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and may occafion flaty veins, that will dimmith its
value. Secondly, it cannot be knecaded, till after it
has been expofed three or four days to the {un, which
renders it as foft as the firft day it was there * ; and
this retardment is often the caufe of worms getting
into it ; an accident that is without a remedy, and
which cannot be prevented but by the neceffary pre-
cautions ; and which ufually happens in a rainy fea-
fon, when thefeinfefts devour one part of the Indigo ;
and the other, which cannot be dried but with incre-
dible difficulty, is of an inferior quality, whofe price
1s diminifhed one-half. This is folely occafioned by
deferring the drying, and which would have been pre-
vented by fpeedily doing it.

The Indigo that has been expofed to the fun three or
four days, contrals a very firong fmell, of which the
flies are very fond ; and they feaft upon this corrup-
tion with great avidity. They at the fame time lay
their eggs upon it; from whence iflue worms that
are formed in lefs than forty-eight hours, which in-
finvate themfielves into the cracks of the Indigo,
where they work, fheltered from the fun, fo vigor-
oully, that it is in a ftate of fermentation, which
leaves a glutinous kind of humour, that prevents its
drying. Hence a confiderable lofs is occafioned to
the planter, who, in order to remedy the inconve-
nience fpeedily, is fometimes obliged to keep a con-
tinual fire during the rains in the drying fhed, that
the fmoke may prevent the flies attacking the cafes :
this is the moft effectual expedient to interrupt the
progrels of thefe infetts.

. Thofe who do not knead, cut the Indigo the day after
5 being put into the cafes, which makes a difference of

fix days, if we include the time neceflary for acquiring its
Grft irmaels,

Having
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Having ziven i mple a defcription of the plant, I

fhall now prefent t%xe reader with a jufl idea of the

obfervations I made upon the fabrication of this com-

modity, a thorough acquaintance with this ma-

nufaCture, and the means of difcovering the critical
time for the diffolution and beating of Indiga.

ENR OF THE FIRST PART,

€3 THE



THE CoMPLETE

INDIGO-MAKER,

PART JL

Neceffary Remarks and Obfervationsy to fucceed in the
Making of Indigo.

Have already obferved, that the moft fuccefsful me-

thod of making Indigo confifted, firft, in infpect-
ing the plant, in order to know if it had any body ;
that is to fay, whether the leaves were hard or foft,
thin or plump. It may eafily be comprehended, that
Indigo raifed in drought, will require more fer-
mentation than that which was produced by plentiful
rains ; we muit not, therefore, be aftonifhed if the
latter is tardy in its procefs, particularly a firlt vat;
When the works are cold ; this is not the cale with
a fecond, and the third prevents all miftakes. The
firft, by difplaying an ill-formed grain, cannot at-
tain the requifite degree of perfeftion ; and the ju-
dicious manufaéturer, not to lofe time, thinks it bet-
ter to retrench fome hours, than to allow it one hour
too much ; being well affured that he may correét the
fecond vat the more eafily, as the grain and the water
appear more clearly.

W herefore we may partly attribute this delayin the
fermentation to the great coolnefs of the vat ; for
a firft vat will not, fometimes, ferment in lefs than
forty hours, when a fecond will not require more
than twenty-eight. It is not difficult to comprehend
the fudden change in the fecond vac ; the veflel hav-
ing imbibed the juice of the firft, Yetains a kind of

tartar, which promotes fermentation, and feafons the
vellel
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vefle! ftill more for'the third ; and hence it is, that this
kaftis no way difficult ; the procefsis gone through with
more fuccefs than the two firft. To this thelndigo-
maker muft attend ; and it thould ferve him as a con-
ftant prompter not to be negligentin vifiting it early, in
order to catch it before it is gone too far 5 for then we
are apt to think that it hath not fufhciently fermented ;
its open grain refembling that of the firft, increafes
the deception ; and in hopes of finding a favourable
change at the fecond vifit, weare much furprifed to
find the fame grain: in this perplexity we run the
rifk of letting it ferment fome hours longer, and
thereby infallibly lofe it. "What the moft difconcerts
us upon thefe occafions is, that there is no caleulating
toa fufficient nicety its excefs of fermentation ; whence
it arifes, that atthe fecond vifit the manufadturer fhould
- take double care, which often increafes his uneafinefs
in proportion,

‘Wherefore, toavoid thefe emba. aflments, particu-
Jar attention fhould be paid not to let the firft vat ex-
ceed the neceflary fermentation, as in this cafe no-
thing but an ill-formed grain can be expected ; and
as foon as we find it will bear the bucket, we thould
ftop. The beating will acquaint us with its defecls,
which we may the more eafily correct, as the grain
and the water unfold themfelves more naturally.

Take particular care that your cup is very clean
when you try the vat, in order to diftinguith the
grain, and above 2all, the quality of the water. If
there be any fediment in the cup, it makes the water
appear muddy ; which, by conteunding that which
has fermented too much, with that which hath not
fufficiently undergone this procefs, deceives us;-and
though we may difcover itin the beating, which may
remedy it, this cannot be done without lofs; and
all this arifes from 2 very trifling circumftance.

C 3 As



g2 The Complete Indigo- Maker.,

As Indigo is of a very delicate nature, it requires
a very phlegmatic, patient, quiet perfon to regulate
it with fuccefs ; and I may add that the natural foft-
nefs of the ladies greatly increafes their fkill ; for it
{eems as if this manufacture would not admit of any
oppofition: and the lefs headftrong the manufa&urer, - -
the more fuccefsful. I have known feveral planters
fuffer great lofles from this very caufe; and at laft,
tired out by fo many obftacles and croffes, have been
obliged to have recourfe to others of 2 more patient
difpofition, who have fucceeded : they were neverthe-
lefs far from being ignorapt of the bufinefs ; but their
~ knowledge was the caufe of their ill fuccefs. Where-

fore, however fkilful we may be, there are critical
moments when we fhould not be athamed to afk the
advice of another. I do not advance a paradox,
when I tell you, a perfon lefs fkilful than yourfelf
may remedy the defect, when he comes coolly to it,
after you have been fretting at your ill fuccefs.

The fuccefs of the fecond vat may be confidered
as the bafis of the whole crop : neverthelefs, it muft
be expected, that the two fucceeding vatswill require
lefs time to ferment; thereft will be without difliculty,
if the weather does not vary ; but if it changes, the
Indigo will change alfo: you muft not be furprifed,
if three days rain fhould occafion a change of ten
or twelve hours. It is now that the Indigo-maker
1s completely occupied, and all his judgment is called
into play: but if, on the other hand, fine weather
continues, he will not be miftaken at moft of above
an hour or two: fo that the Indigo-maker muft be
very ignorant if he mifcarries, after having fucceeded
in the firlt and fecond vat.

The
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The Difficulties of a firf? Crop explained.

A firft crop is always difficult, for this reafon, the’
ground has not been fufficiently heated ; add to this,
the frequent rains that ufually fall at this feafon,
which together form the difficulties which embarrafs.
the II)Iantt:r, who has occafion for all his experience,
the Indigo difplaying a grain quite oppofite to that
he was defirous of producing : the cold, depriving it
of its fubftance, weakens the grain; which, inftead
of appearing round as it thould do, is flat, and open
fo as to prevent diftinguifhing between that which
has fermented too much, from that which has not
fermented enough, and the fhort time he has to
balance between more or lefs fermentation, is.
fcarce fufficient to refle&t in, the alteration of the
grain being almoft imperceptible : in thefe cafes there:
is 2 greater certainty in being ruled by the water tham
the grain : and nothing contributes mere to mifguide.
the manufaCturer than being uneafy ; and this fome-
times hurries him to draw off the vat ata venture, in
order to difcover by the beating in what particular he

has been deceived.

The moff ufual Marks of a Vat that is deficient in Fer~

mentation.

Upon this oecafion the manufatturer fiiould be:
very vigilant in obferving the marks of a vat which:
is deficient after five or fix hours fermentation, at a
feafon: when the grain is peor : he muft not,. howsgver,,
form his judgment upon the weaknefs of the grain;
the quality of the water and the light fcum will un---
deceive him, thoughit be not hard in tiie beating ; but
you muft not infer from thence, that there is any €x~

cefs ; the weaknefs of its grain will not allow 1t to:
Cs - sehift
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refift the bucket ; wherefore the quality of the water
mutit be the obje¢t ; and itfhouldalfo be obferved, whe-
ther the fcum refifts the oil that is thrownin*; or whe-
ther itimmediately gives way, which is a certain mark
of its being deficient inbeating, Thereis ftill a greater
certainty when the vat remains clean, after the beating
18 difcontinued, or if it 1s covered with a flower refem-
bling a kind of lees ; but if this flower {preads itfelf in
the form of young frogs, or like milk-curds, it may
be fufpected of having undergone too much fermen-
tation. In order to determine this with the greater
certainty, the water fhould be vifited two hours af-
ter the beating : the fequel will decide the quality of
the water of a vat that has too much fermented, or of
one that is deficient. I fhall alfo point out the obfer-
vations that may be made with refpect to the facks,
and upon the Indigo fpread to dry in cafes: fo that
if any doubts fhould arife in one refpet, they be
cleared up in another.

Anather Obfervation upon the fame Subject.

It 1s not abfolutely impoflible to fee a vat that is de-
ficient in fermentation, have a fcum as if it had fer-
mented too much, with this difference, that the lat-
ter hath a fat thick fcum that never feparates entirely;
it keeps conftantly collecting in every corner of the
beating-vat, is of a fky-blue, and forms the curds
when the beating difcontinues; whereas in a vat that
1s deficient, the oil immediately makes the fcum dif-
appear, let it be ever fo thick ; and if by accident
any remains in the corners, it is of a very deep violet
and although the fcum often returns, yet it muft not
be imagined, as fome fearful novicesdo, that there

* An mfufion of o1l is made from time to time, in or-

der to remove the fcum, which prevents the buckets
playing {reely,

18




The Complete Indigo- Maker: 35

is any excefs, and that the beating fhould be difcon-
tinued : on the contrary, it fhould be perform-
ed with more vigour, in order to let the In-
digo drain off; the time which it 1s deficient infer~
mentation, weakened by the diminution of the beat-
ing, will, doubtlefs, produce an: imperfe€t grain
that many afcribe to excefs ; and the imagination be-
ing feized with this miflake, a quantity is loft, whilt
the fault is afcribed to the plant, that they fancy is
of no value, and which completes their miftake. Itis:
the green water that appears after beatin g, which ma-
nifefts a fuperfluous fermentation, but which, in.
fa&, proceeds only from a defect in the beating, not.
having had a fufficiency to purge the water from all:
its falts ; and; by a natural- confequence, retains.
its fuperfluity, and occafions the green colour that is.
fpread over the furface..

A Methed of preventing this Lofs.

The moft effe@ual method of preventing the ar=-
5ft’s being impofed upon, is to continue the beating:
till Jfuch time as the grain is entirely deftroyed, in:
order to change the colour of the water, which by
dint of beating becomes reddifh ; but if it be really
too much. fermented,. the water blackens more and
more, in proportion as the grain diflolves. We-
may therefore be convinced of its defect, and con--
fequently he capabie of remedying it in the next vat,,
and thereby fecure the remainder of the crop:

The manufacturer who finds himfelf embarrailed,.
fhould’ ufe every means to arrive at the truths It 1s.
very requifite, for the fequel .of the crop, to be ac-
quainted with the defects of a firft crop, which is
ufually facrificed, in order to fecure the fecond ;.
for.if this fhould fail, the éhiﬁrd is fcldom fuccefstul..

& In:
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In this cafe a confultation fhould be had, or he fhould
poftpone the procefs for fome days: if the confulta-
tion fhould not have a happy effet, the thorteft way
15 to defer it for a week, that in the mean time he
may compofe him{elf ; he is out of humour, and if he
perfifts he muft lofe the whole.

A curious Obfervation, to aveid watching the Vats at
Night,

As 1t 15 very fatiguing and dangerous to fit up
at night, this fhould if poffible be avoided ; and the
following obfervation has been of fervice to fome.
Going about fun-fet, in the month of O&ober, which
15 an expeditious time for fermentation, to try a firft
vat, I obferved it fcarce began to caft its green tine-
ture : T however examined it, and judged it muft con-
nue till near two in the morning ; when confulting
my watch, and having given orders to let the water
off at the proper hour, I went quietly to reft, and I
found the next day that I had fucceeded very well.
I made the fame obfervation upon the fecond vat,
having taken the precaution to be prefent two hours
earlier, and finding the fermentation in the fame
degree as the other, I diminifhed the two advanced
hours, and found 1 had the fame fuccefs. I continued
my plan all the remainder of the crop, and I found
it, in fome degree, better than founding; day-light
being much preferable to candle-light, efpecially for
thofe who are thort fighted, as green appears blue at

night.

Impartant Infiruclions for finding the fixed Point of
~ Diflution.

A vat, partucularly the firft, fhould be tried
very early, that we may not be furprifed, and that

the quality of the water, as well as that of the grain,
{hould
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fhould be equally confulted : an infpection every four
hours is fufhcient ; for too frequent foundings and im-
patience are the certain methods of deftroying it, as
they prevent difcovering any alteration. For exam.
ple, after having founded the vat the firft time, if
it continues ten hours longer fermenting, and a fe-
cond vifit is made four hours after the firft, muft
we not at the third vifit know what is to be done ?

When thefe vifits are paid at a proper diftance, we
find a proportionable change : if upon the laft in.
{pection it thould by accident have paffed the critical
point, there is no doubt that this will be perceptible
from the water 5 and a judgment may be formed of
the excefs by the former vifit, as the lively green is
no longer vifible ; inftead of this there remains a dirty
green, or a pale yellow, evident marks of its excefs 3
and even the water that cools upon the hands
makes no impreflion ; this is quite oppofite to that
which has not fufficiently undergone the procefs,
it colouring the hands in fuch a manner that foap
cannot efface it.

The Indigo which requires fome hours more fer-
mentation, is of fuch a lively green, that every drop
of water that cools upon the hands, makes fo ftron oy
an impreflion, that they muft be repeatedly wathed
with foap to take it off ; whereas the impreflion of a
drop of water from a vat that has undergone too muck
fermentation, is fo weak as to efface itfelf gradually
as it dries.

D{ﬁrmr Configurations of the Grain, according to the

various Sery’ém.

According to the wet or dry feafons, the grain in
the vats is long and pointed, or round like fand ; the
firft happens in a dry feafon, the other in a favourable
one ; and in rainy feafons the grain is flat, and {}pf:in.

n
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In this laft time you may eafily be deccived, and 1t
therefore requires great attention. Neverthelefs,
when the artift divefts himfelf of prepofleflion, he
will fcarce ever be deceived ; the grain eafily feparates
from the water, in rolling it about the cup, and
leaves the water of a deep fhining green colour;
whereas in a vat that has fermented too much, the
grain, tho’ open like the other, does not {eparate from
the water, but with much difficulty, and feems to re-
main floating in the water, the colour of which is ofteir
of a pale yellow, ora blackith green, and fometimes a
whitifh green: this is fucceeded by a flower refem-
bling lees, that unites together, and forms upon the
furface of the water in the cup a kind of femicircle or
rainbow, which is a certain proof of its having fer-
mented too much. A vat that is deficient in this re-
fpeCt may alfo form a flower (as well from abundance
of rain, as from the feed being already form’d and
the plant over mature) but it does not adhere toge-
¢her like a vat that has over-fermented.

Good Indigo is not accompanied with thefe difh-
culties, but is eafily manufaétured ; the grain and the
water equally appear in their natural ftate; and as 1t
{eems hard to ferment, there is time to- let it attain’
the higheft degree of perfection. 'What thien thould-
prevent our producing as excellent Indigo as the Afi-
tics? Can- it be faid their foil is better  There is-
but little ground for this affertion, as good and bad"
Indigo are both produced from the fame plantation.
Tt only depends upon the {kill of the perfon who has:
the management of the works.. What fuperior dch-
cacy of genius can an Indian have over us? 'That
their ideas are the moft confined of any human beings,.
1o body can poflibly deny.

The Rev. Father Labat conceived,. that all the fe--
cret thofe poflefied wha praifed their Indigo as fuperior.

B 1
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to ours, confifted in cutting the plant at a time when
it produces a more lively colour ; and he thought,
that this was when the weed had not yet attained ma-
turity. But this certainly is only the effe@ of his
lively imagination, as experience abfolutely contra-
- dicts it ; for Indigo that is not fufficiently ripe (as he
agrees) cannot acquire the neceflary cohefion, what-
ever caution is obferved in the beating, and always
produces a foft Indigo, that breaks when dry liie
that #hich is not well worked.

A Definition of the Beating.

I have before obferved, that beating was the emetie
of Indigo-making ; nordo I think the expreflion im-
proper ; it is in effect the principal operation, and
which alone can bring Indigo to perfection, or deftroy
it. Without beating 1t isina ftateof imperfe&ion : and
whatever care may have been taken, it is ineffeStual.
A knowledge in beating is to be preferred, to that of
fermentation, and fhould be more carefully attended
to, as it cures the defetts of the former, and they are
more eafily perceived now than during that operation.
For from the beginning of th= beating, (on which de-
pends the effential delicacy of the art) a judgment
may be formed of thefe defects, unlefs the artift is
prejudiced ; but as foon as the matter is duly con-~
fidered, a good manufacturer may know what to
determine even before the grain is formed. If 2 vat
be not {ufliciently fermented, it froths a good deal with.
a greenifh feum, which, though very thick, flies off
very faft, as foon as oil is thrown in'; andif this in-
fufion is repeated a fecond time, the thickeft foum is
entirely diflipated *, and that which fucceeds is nothing

* On the contrary, in a vat that has fermented too
much, the fcum will not be removed by a bottle of oil.

morg
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more than alight fcum,which difappears when the graire
is formed. It is now that the defects of fermentation
are to be rectified: in cafe of any deficiency the
beating is to be carried to a greater height; and if
it has fermented too much, then the beating is to be-
diminifhed, and thereby the luftre preferved. 'The
fixed point of fermentation is very feldom hit upon;
there is always a fmall error, which is made up by
the beating ; and there are fome feafons that require-
two hours to be retrenched in the fermentation, to:
avoid changing the quality* ; otherwife {laty veins:
would be certainly found ; and it is neceflary to refine
at this time in the beating, that is to fay, to continue 1t
longer than ufual.

A vat that has too much fermented, but the excefs:
of which does not go beyond a few pounds of Indigo,
fay by means of the: beating be correlted’; that is to
fay, the lofs will confift only in the quantity dimi-
nithed, and not in the quality of what remains, by
purfuing the following method: Firft, the fuperflu-
ous fermentation may eafily be afcertained by the
fat feum, and by the open grain which cannot re--
fit the beating, and by its more fpeedily forming-
itfelf ; neither will the water clarify like that ofa good
vat. Thefe are infallible marks of Indigo that has
been fermented too much. The manufa&urer thould:
therefore be upon his guard at the fight of fo many
proofs, and regulate the beating according to the ap-
parent fuperfluous or deficient fermentation. The-
following manner is to be gradually purfued: Ass
foon as the grain begins to be large, tlie cup muft
not be quitted, as every ftroke of the bucket now
has effe@t; and when the manufacturer has difcovered:
the inftant that the grain is fufhcently round, he
fhould difcontinue beating, without endeavouring tos

* This is after all the ravages of the. caterpillars, whichs
feem to poifon the ftems.. S
diminils
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diminifh thegrain. When he has attained this degree,
he will find that the water in the cup becomes vifibly
brownifh, which does not prevent its being green in
the beating-vat, except the furface; there will even
be a fmall covering of copper colour over the whole
vat, after it has remained undifturbed for fome hours.
"This is the copper that may be obferved on the facks
from a vat that has been too much fermented.

N.B. If any one fhould pretend to object to what I
have faid, the difference of climates in which Indigo
1s manufactured, and thould aflert, that by a necef-
fary confequence the grain may be equally diffe-
rent: my anfwer is, that the difference in the grain
1s not abfolutely impoffible, as I have obferved in
different plantations, that upon the mountains not
being like that of the vallies ; but the quality of the
water 18 always the fame ; wherefore a vat which has
undergone too much fermentation, will doubtlefs have
a cloudy water, and will form a drofs in the facks.
This cannot be difputed ; and I am convinced that
Indigo will be manufatured with fuccefs in all the
climates, by following the rules prefcribed in thefe
memoirs.

HACIIICIOIK P IO K

CEconomical Rules, necefJary for an Indigo-maker
being a concife Method of regulating a Plas-
tation of Negroes.

HAving undertaken to form a good Indigo-maker,
I judged itnecefTaryto complete the work, to in-
clude the ceconomy of the art. He cannotat moft be em-
ployed above half the year, and during the other fix
months of inattion, he will be engaged in confuming

the
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the fruits of his labours. It is therefore neceffary to
form a plan to direct the neceffary works upon a
plantation, in erder to acquire the fcience fo necef-
fary to the art, and thereby unite the charalters of
Planter and Indigo-maker.

Although every planter has his particular form of
ceconomy for the land which he occupies, yet they
all agree in the effential points, and differ only i
trifles. Itis eafy for an Overfecr to conform to the
will of the planter he ferves, provided it does not run
counter to the neceflary management of his place:.
but in this cafe it cannot help making him unealy,
when he endeavours to purfue the beft method ; and
which being rejected, the bad confequences refulung
from the other are afcribed to him, and not the
planter : wherefore the fteward, jealous of fulfilling
his duty, fhould exert every poflible means to eftablifh
a reputation, this being the corner-ftone of a good
manager.

The Knowledze neceffary for an Ouerfeer.

In order to attain to this degree of ccconomy, a cer=
tain arrangement is neceflary in his work, in order
carefully 1o avoid doing any at an improper time, but
employ every day to the greateft advantage. “Thisis
the great axis upon whichthe knowledge of an overfeer
muft turn ; and in order to accomplifh this, he fhould
be acquainted with the different works that fuccef~
fively follow each other. i

The firft then may be fuppofed to confift of clear-
ing and preparing the land, in order to be able to
profit of a favourable time for planting, the proper
{cafons for which I have before neticed, and in
particular, endeavour to avoid being interrupted by
any other work, at a time fo precious, that even
the houfhold fervants muft be employed. 'Wherefore

a proper
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a proper regulation muft be made of the neceffary ve-
getables to be planted, that they may not interfere
with the other object; and however preffing other work
may be, the planting of roots fhould mever be a mat-
ter of inferior confideration ; for a plantation that 1s
deficient in this refpect is a foul without a body 5 and
this is of fuch importance, that a manager is of 7o
kind of value who is neglectful in this material point:
and indeed a good manager is known by the quantity
of vegetables that is upon a plantation.

I fhall give alift of the different vegetables which
are ufually planted, with the feafons proper for
each.

The arrangement of a place confifts of certain or-
naments that embellith it, and which are no way de-
trimental to the revenues: thefe ornaments appear
by the quantity of vegetables upon the plantation, dif-
pofed in a certain fymmetry, occupying the ground
oppofite the Indigo, unlefs it be neceflary to let fome
Indigo grounds reft that are too fruitfulin the growth
of weeds, and whichoccupy the negroes beyond their
value : in this cafe, potatoes are planted to fatten the
Jand, which give it a year’s repofe, and render it fer-
tile. As to the Indigo garden, its greatelt ornament
is being kept clean, and to prevent its being incroach-
ed upon by weeds; which fhould be weeded before
they go to feed.

Potatoes.

As potatoes have no fixed feafon, and they are
planted at all times, though the month of Iebruary 1s
the moft favourable for them ; an interval fhould be
profited of, not to interrupt the work that 1s in-a
hurry ; in two days, more may be planted than are
neceflary for four months, which is the time required
for their attaining maturity ; they fhould not be dug

| up
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up till the like quantity has been planted ; by this
means there i1s never a {carcity ; and they fhould of-
ten be removed, as it hurts the fame {pot to plant
them frequently : without this precaution, there may
chance to be none produced : theyare ufually planted
m the decline of the moon, as they are more fruitful
at that time, than during a new moon when theis
vines are more plentiful than their fruit.

Of Peas of all Kinds.

As peas of all kinds require no particular feafon
any more than potatoes, fo they are frequently planted
in order to have green peasatall times. If it be ne-
ceflary to have a crop to keep, they thould be planted
in the decline of the moon ; this is to be underftoed
of the Guinea pea, and other fmall peas, fuch as the
pigeon pea, the unknown pea, the Cayenne pea, &c.

Caffada.

The caffada is planted at Chriftmas or in March, not
that it may not be planted at any other time, but thefe
feafons are the moft proper: the caffada muft by no
means be negleted ; it thrives in any weather, and
in all {oils, requires little labour, and will laft four or
five years without replanting, if the ground is fome-
what high.

Yams.

Yams are planted at any time betwixt the month
of May and the firt full moon in Auguft : this is a
light food, and will keep in a loft from one year to
another, and is a never-failing refource in cafe of a
fcarcity of other provifions : thefe roots require ftrong
freth land *,

The:

* In order toraife good yams, weought never to make ufe-
of a whole yam as a plant ; becaufe, though it be never fo.

Amallg
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" The Guinea yams are of a different fort ; they are
very long, refemble in fhape the caffada root, and
and produce two crops in a year. On digging the
firft of which, the fecond is immediately planted,
which is performed-by putting the old ftalks in the
fame holes out of which the roots have been juft
taken, taking care to leave zbout a good inch of the
root adhering to the ftalk, which ferves as a new root,
and will immediately vegetate, and produce a fecond
<rop fome months after.  Thefe forts of yams are in-
convenient in this refpeét, that they will not keep,
and they thould therefore be ufed as they are dug, like
potatoes.

Zhe Banana Tree.

The beft feafon for planting the banana tree, is
during the full moon of Auguft; otherwife the
worms will deftroy them every one: it produces
nine months after.” This is the true manna of the
country for the negroes ; and it bein g once planted,
‘there is no occafion for any farther trouble about
it. This tree multiplies in {fuch a manner, that it is
often neceflary to lop the fuperfluities ; fo that when
once there is a banana ground, it is for a man’s life,

rovided it is cleared once a year from the other
Eu{hes and weeds that are contiguous to it. Care
fhould be taken to plant it in the dampeft grounds,
and particularly on the fides of ditches, when it can
be conveniently done.

fmall, yet it always contains feveral eyes or buds, each
producing feveral yams, which are fo crouded by their
numbers, that they have not room to grow to a proper
fize. The moft advifeable method is to cut a large yam in-
0 as many parts as it has eyes or buds, planting each part
at the neceffary diftance; by this means youhaveonlyafingle
am from each plant; and having room to grow, it never

ails to belarge and fine.
I know
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I know not whether the moon hath all the influ-
ence upon vegetables we are pleafed to afcribe to
her; but I can aver that we very regularly, I had
almoft faid fuperftitioufly, obferve this cuftom,
it being handed down to us by ancient tradition ; a
eradition which we hold as facred, and which we fre-
quently find very juft: I have, neverthelefs, fome-
times infringed upon the laws in this refpect, with-
out any inconvenience. For example, I always plant
the cailada the 1ft, 2d, and 3d day of the moon, and
fucceed very well : it is certain that it is at lealt a
fortnight in the ground, and fometimes three weeks
before it rifes ; and confequently it appears in the
decline of the moon ; and I believe that with refpect
toall tardy plants the fame thing may be obferved*.
I {hall givea lift of thofe whichI have often planted
with fuccefs ; for example, caffada, which I have
jult mentioned ; rice, which upon the mountains i8
planted in January, March, and May, and in the

lains at Michaelmas; French peas, zf"rerauc:h beans,
and other large peas. As to pigeon peas, St. Do-
mingo peas, and others of this kind, it is certain, 1if
they are planted at the new moon, the worms attack
them immediately as they appear, and there is no
preventing it. Maize, and in general all grain ex-
cept rice, are liable to the fame accident if they
are gathered at the new moon ; and they cannot be

referved three months without being worm-eaten 3
{o that if they be ripe the fifth day of the moon, the
crop fhould be deferred till the decline; this does

#* This is the cafe with yams, and banana roots. As
to the laft, I think it ridiculous to fix upon any particular
days of the moon’s age. I fhould be glad to know if the
fhoots which multi F}r almoft every month, exactly obey
this cuftom, and if they are obliged to appear at a fixed
period of the moon’s decline. Each fhoot does not, how-
ever, fail to produce its number of bananas,

not
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not, however, prevent the planting of maize in the in-
creale of the moon, if neceflity requires it ; but in
this cafe it feldom produces above one ear, and in the
decline two or three. It is the fame with refpect

to potatoes, which ufually produce onlyone, and fome-
times none.

Streaked Millet.

Streaked millet is planted in Auguft, and the crop
is gathered about Chriftmas; and it is immediatel
cut, in order to have another crop at Eafter : the moft
ufelefs lands are ufually chofen for it, as it takes up
a great extent, and is eafily produced in an indif-
ferent foil. Candle millet is planted at the end of
March ; this is more delicate, and requires a better
foil: it produces only one crop, and may be planted

in Auguft; but in this cafe it produces more falfe
heads than good ones.

Maize, or Indian Corn.

Maize is planted in Auguft and September*, be-
tween the ftalks of the Indigo; it is ripe in the
month of December, and ferves to rear poultry and
fatten pigs ; and as it is planted only once a year,
there is not a corner that fhould be negleéted,
in order to have a {ufficient crop from one year to
another.

Such is thelift of vegetables that are neceffary to
be planted ; and however numerous they may appear,
they are, however, only deftined for the ufe of the plan-
tation, children, fervants, and fick perfons, young ne-

LS

* Itis planted equally in March and April; but as the
Indigo manufacturer plants it only once a year, his land
being occupied, I fay it is planted in Augul aud‘SePtem+
ber, Streaked Millet may alfo be planted at any time, pro.
videdit be cut in Auguft.

groes,
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groes, &¢. and in cafe of neceflity, for all the negroes
in general; I mean when they have none of their
own ; for every one hath his little allotment of land,
which he cultivates, as well for himf{elf and his family,
as for fale, to procure him cloathing ; for it cannot be
fuppofed that a fingle fuit, given by their mafter, can
be fufficient for a whole year ; and though they aré
working for themfelves only, yet the fteward
fhould be very careful to vifit them, otherwife they
would frequently be in want of neceflaries, the ne-
groes being naturally fo lazy, that nothing but the
fear of chaftifement can make them work ; and as
they have no recefs but Sundays and holidays, they
often prefer walking to cultivating their own land ;
for though they are not allowed to go out without a
written leave from their mafter or the fteward, they
make no great difliculty to exceed thefe orders. at the
ritk of being taken up, and making their mafter pay
afine®. Itistherefore neceflary the fteward fhould keep
a very conftant eye upon them, till fuch time as their
place is in order: they may then be allowed to divert
themfelves; and toengagethem ftillmoreto be regular,
they fhould from time to time have a day to work upon
their own ground, when the other work is not very
prefling, which produces a very good effect by pre-
venting their being without vegetables. The necef-
fity there is of their being furnifhed with them
clearly evinces itfelf; and if I recommend punétu-

* Every negro who leaves his mafter’s houfe, fhould be
furnithed with a billet, whereby he is allowed to go to fome
particular place ; and his bufinefs fhould alfo be fpecified,
with the date of the day, and the time he may remain abfent :
otherwife he may be ftopped by any one, who is entitled
to fix livres from his mafter when taken in the diftriét ;
and from one diftrict to another it is eighteen livres. If he
be ftopped upon the Spanifh ground, it cofts ffty crowns,
which fineis extended to every negro,

ality
I
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ality, it is only to cenfure that affeCted indolence of
a great number of planters, who give themfelves no
concern about it, having nothing in view but the
~ increafe of their revenues, and yet run a courfe dia-
metrically oppofite. I would afk what figure a ne-
gro can make in a work fo laborious as that of digging
the earth from morning to night, having no nutri-
ment to {upport his ftrength? I agree that a ne«
gro 1s very abftemious, when the occafion requires
him to be fo; but at the fame time has a very good
appetite when there is plenty, which makes him
ftrong and robuft, and enables him to perform more
work in one day than four others who have not the-
fame nourifbment. A planter therefore neglects his
own intereft who is inattentive to a mafter of this
importance.

The Genius of the Negroes difplayed.

Before I enter upon a detail of the work, I fhall
charalterife the genius of a negro, which is not ea-
fily defined. Many years are required to invefligate
it completely ; wherefore it is neceflary to be ac-
quainted with their manners, to guard againft their
fnares. They are in general great talkers, cheats,
liars, lazy, lafcivious, and impudent, if not kept
within proper bounds. It is a melancholy neceflity
to be compelled to infli¢t chaftifements proportioned
to their crimes, without which, theyare all ready to
return to their former vices. Pilfering is with them
a kind of {econd orignal fin : they make no fcruple of
doing it, and though they are taken in the fact, they
will never acknowledge it ; they {eldom difcover their
accomplices, being convinced they will be inthe {fame
fituation the firft occafion that offers ; they think they
have aright tothe goods of others : they are very dex-
terous 1 {eizing upon them; and they pe:jrimde

tacuil-
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themfelves that the rifque they run in taking themis
a fufficient excufe ; they have even a fecret joy after
the action, which is depicted in their counte-
nances ; and if this dexterous champion fhould im-
mediately meet with any of his companions, he
would give them a treat, in fharing with them, ac-
cording to his expreflion, a gratuitous acquifition
God had fent him. With regard to work, they al-
ways do as little as poflible; wherefore they fhould
be conftantly watched, and never confided in.

Ihave juft hinted at the rigour thatit is neceffary to
obferve with regard to the negroes; but care {hould
be taken that it does not degenerate into cruelty,
which is already but too frequent in our iflands ;
where, upon a fimple fufpicion or a flight fault, un-
warrantable cruelties are exercifed. The chaftife-
ment fhould always be proportioned to the crime ; if
attrocious, it fhould not be fpared ; but fmall faults
fhould often be winked at, otherwife punithments
would be inceffant. :

If you chaftife a negro for fome great crime, of
which he is really guilty, he will never complain ;
and you will thereby keep the others within juft
bounds, for fear of the fame chaftifement.

The Charalter of a Negro Ouerfeer.

Youmayeafily comprehend, by this fample, that the
occupation of a manager who would fulfil his duty is
extremely fatiguing ; wherefore the planters, to leflen
the burden, haveappointed a negro overfeer under him,
who conftantly watches over the conduét of theothers,
and who fthould give a faithful account of their ac-
tions : the fuperior regard that is paid to him above
the others, does not a little contribute to his exal-
nefs : if to this is added his defpotic authority over

all the labourers, you will be convinced of the intereft
he
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he hath to maintain his poft: but do not rely too
much upon his fuppofed fidelity ; he is fomcumes
worfe than all the reft ; and it is judicious to chufe
him fuch, for being more wicked, he is the wore
feared; and being acquainted with the fricks of his
brethren, he knows how to prevent their taking
place : he has moreover a happy talent for keeping
you in a ftate of illufion; he will pretend the moit
fervent devotion to you, in order to deceive you ;
wherefcre, you muft fathom his genius, and your fa-
- miliarity fhould not go fo far as to make him believe
that you are convinced of his attachment. Do not wink
at his fau'ts ; for he never errs through ignorance ;
for which reafon, when he is guilty, give double
chaftifement, and he will not complain, being fen-
{ible that he deferves it. I fhall difmifs the character
and genius of a negro overfeer, by making you obferve
upon whom he the moft frequently inflicts his punifh-
ments ; and whether he is equally attached to the moft
cunning as well as the moft {tupid. He ufually ad-
dreffes himfelf to the latter, who are almoift con-
{tantly the vi¢tims of his brutality, not daring to ex-
ercife his vengeance upon the moft mutinous, with
whom he is frequently a companion and connected ;
in this cafe you fhould feverely reprimand him in
private ; but in public you fhould warmly fupport
his authority, in conftantly approving the chaitife-
ments he infli&s, and recommend to him when a'one
to do f{trict juitice.

I imagine I have been fufliciently diffule with
regard to what relates to the flaves, when under your
condut ; experience will teach you the reft: I fhall
enter more minutely into this matter in the fequel ;
and now give an idea of the different work that
fhould fucceffively take place.

D2 Remar ks
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Remarks upon the daily IWork.

The propereft arrangement is to begin by the plant-
ing, and follow by degrees the other work. It is
of importance to obferve, that in plantin% Indigo, that
only half of the ground prepared thould be fown. An
interval of 2 month or more fhould be left for the re-
mainder. This precaution is the more neceflary, as
the rains often oblige us to defer the firflt cutting
which might be pernicious, if all the ground
were imprudently planted at once, without allowing
the neceflary diftance of time to the perfons employed
In cutting. An advantage is even derived from this
intervention to perform the firflt weeding, which can-
not be deferred. A plantation always requires fome-
thing to be done, whether it be the planting of ve-
getables, cutting down frefh wood, clearing ground
over-run with weeds to improve it, or upon which
fome building is propofed to be raifed, or an inclofure
made : all thefe occupations thould be provided for
whilft the plant is growing ; for when the time of
cutting comes, it is with difficulty thefe things are
provided for, and to weed fo exaltly as to prevent
weeds multiplying, which fhould be carefullyavoided.

Preparations for .cutting

When the time of cutting arrives, the prepara-
tions confift, firft in making a general vifit to the
Indigo-works, and what relates to them, to be cer-
tain that they are in order, and that there is no dan-
-ger of their leaking either by the cocks or from the
vats themfelves, if the keys or the futtocks are in
good order ; the frame and fcaffold of the pit fhould
alfo be reviewed, paying great attention to their foli-
dity, to avoid the inconveniencies that might other-
wife arifc; for if the fcaffold fhould be defe@ive
D3 the
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.. 1}]6 negthh_,_ - .l h z I' -
- un the rifk of their lives.
Care dhould Al Bt e
line; for if either thould break, the IItRrees cannot

efcape being hurt by the fall of them. Therefore
great attention fhould be paid to prevent thefe acci-
dents, which can arife from nothing but negligence.
Viiit alfo the bars of the Indigo werks, that you may
not be obliged toftop in the middle of a cutting, which
frequently occafions great iterruption to the Indigo,
and in the fpace of a few days may change the fer-
mentation, either by the cooling of the veflel, or by
the rains that fuddenly come on: there may be four
vats without difcovering the critical point, occafioned
entirely by inexcufable indolence.
. Ouch are the neceflary precautions: prudence alfo
requires, that during the month before the cutting takes
place, all the neceffary fleps thould be taken to pre-
ventany difagreeable accidents happening.

Such an order being eftablifhed, the Indigo-maker
is employed folely in cutting and weeding till the
crop 1s finithed ; after which, he engages in the moft
urgent works, being perfuaded that it will not be long
before he makes a fecond cutting, which requires much
more vigilance than the firft: the caterpillars that
begin to prepare for their harveft, inform him that
the time is more precious than ever, as the Indigo
ferments more than ever ; nor can attention be now
paid to Sundays and holidays.

I have conducted you to the fecond crop ; it would
be needlefs to go to the third, as it is much flower
the former.

The Duties of a Steward.

A fteward fhould in the firft place be exa&, in
calling together all the workmen night and morning
to fay their prayers, when he fhould notice thofe who
fail without a juft excufe ; he fhould flightly chaftife

D 3 them
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them for the firft omiffion, at the han? =" HEBIOs
as an example for othere

His Circuit.

He fhould every morning make a circuit round the
place, where he fhould immediatelytake the number of
the negroes, noticing thofe thatare abfent,and thereafon
of their being fo, in order to give an account to his
employer, if he chufes to require one. When I fay he
ihould make this circuit in the morning, I do not
riean to exclude the reft of the day : this tour in the
morning is to afcertain the number of the negi:ﬂﬁs. in
order to give an.account of the abfentees when re-
quired by the employer. If this abfencefhould be oc-
cafioned by ilinefs, fpeedy afliftance fhould be given.
"This circuit i¢ made between funrife and the hour of
breakfaft ; after which, a fecond fhould take place,
about nine or ten o’clock ; after which, the fteward
returns home to avoid the violent heat of the day.
Afterwards about three o’clock in the afternoon, Le
rzkes his laft circuit ; when he fhould obferve which
are the fitteft for work the next day ; for in this there
is a continual Tucceflion.

His Care for the Sick.

A fteward thould not neglect thefickin the infirmary,
which he fhould vifit twice a day, toknow if every pa-
tient is properly fupplied ; that thofe who are wounded
or ulcerated are punctually drefled 5 which he thould
fee performed whilft he is prefent, for the greater cer-
tainty He fhould omit nothing for the eale of his
petients, with whom he {hould, in cafes of neceflity,
Jivide his own foup. But as from fuch kind treat-
there are many who fham themfelves fick, or pretend
to continue fo longer than they really are; ftriflly:
chierve thefe kind ﬂkg valetudinarians, and make them.

D3 move
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move in due time : but do not confound thofe who
are really fick with the pretenders. Paythe greateft
care to the firft, and let them have their victuals in
your prefence ; by which means the patients will foon
be able to leave the hofpital.

To take an exall Account of the Animals.

Keeping an account of the animals of every kind,
is alfo1n the {teward’s departiment, as well as taking
care that they are duly attended. Ile fhould like-
wife from time to time go rcund the negroes habita-
tions at night, to prevent diforders among them, and
never rely upon their pretended tranquillity : this is
an ili-placed confidence, of which they ufually know
how to take advantage. They fhould alfo be ordered
to take care of all the utenfils of the plantation, fuch
as bills, hatchets, hoes, &c. and they fhould e put
out of the heat of the fun, left it fhould fpoil them.
This is the peculiar province of the negro overfecr on
pain of chaflifement.

His Attention to Enclofures.

He thould puntually examine the Enclofures once
or twice a week, to be convinced that there are no
breaches, through which the animals may pafs, and
do confiderable damage even in a fingle night.  Such
breaches thould be immediately ftopped up.  The live
hedges fhould be cut, and trimmed at leaft three times
a year : this 1s the great ornament of a plantation,
which agreeably flrikes the fight, and difplays the
good planter.

The accidents which happen to a plantation may
ufually be traced to the indelence of the fteward, who
confides too muchin the report of the negro overfecr,
who frequently takes a malicious pleafure to deceive
him, and particularly when the fteward has difpleafed
him, in order that his mafter may in turn be dif-

D4 pleafed
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pleafed with him. Negroes are naturally inconftant,
fond of frequent changes in the ftewards, as they fel-
dom find one to their tafte, which hardly ever corres-
fponds with that of his mafter ; for it is impoflible to
pleafe both : wherefore a fteward fhould be inceflantly
upon his guard, and in conftantdiftruft, particularly
when he gives orders for a work that cannot be poft-
poned ; in this cafe he fhould be a fpeftator, and
chaftife the black overfeeer for the firft fault of this
nature, as his omiflion muft arife from malice.

He fbould prevent the affembling of firange Negroes.

He fhould alfo forbid the affembling of any ftrange:
negroes, in order to prevent the diforders which ufually
enfue thefe kinds of feftivals, asthey feldom terminate
without quarrels ; or if he thould fometimes tolerate
them, it thould be with great circum{pection ; and
when the black overfeers on both fides guaranty their
tranquillity : he thould neverthelefs be prefent at the
leaft difturbance.

Thefe aflemblies ufually take place to celebrate
the funeral obfequics of their departed friends. It is
2 law with them to pray for the dead, which cere-
mony is performed in the following manner * : The

* This fuperftitious cuftom was at length abolithed by an
arrét of the Superior Council of the Cape, on pain of a pe-
nalty of three hundred livres upon the proprietor. On the
»th of April, 1758, on account of the Makandalifts, fo
called from their chief, the negro Makendal, who was burnt
to death, with many others of his accomplices, who had
fworn the total deftrultion of the whole race of whites inthe
colony—TIatal epocha for our colonies : numbers of plant-
ers baving fuftained irreparable lofles, which unfortunately
did but too firongly confirm the freethinkers in their opi-
nion with refpect to what I advanced upon this head in
¥716, when Igegan my Treatife upon Indigo; the confir-
ination of which may be feen p. 61. and the following,
where the growing malice of the negroes is difcuffed, &ec.

D4 relations
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relations and friends of the deceafed are careful that
on a particular feftival or Sunday, prayers fhall be
offered up for the deceafed, when the countrymen
of the defunét are defired to aflift. Thefe fail not
to meet at the rendezvous, when each is obliged to
bringfomething, fuch as victuals, brandy, molaffes, &c.
Upon their arrival mutual compliments of friendfhip
pafs ; when they form themfelves into a circle oppo-
fite the door of the deceafed ; and taking a bottle of
brandy, they fprinkle the threfhold of his door, doubt-
lefs with the intention of rejoicing his poor foul.
"This fhort ceremony being over, they kneel with much
humility, and repeat, with apparent great devotion,
the prayers they know, which are begunby the oldeft
or moft learned of the company. When this prayer
ends, each kifles the earth, rifes, and a fecond {prink-
ling takes place. After which, they dance in couples
till dinner-time ; which repaft is provided by the
friends of the deceafed, in the facrifice of a hog,
that they immolate to his manes, and which isquickly
anatomized and diffeted with great varacioufnefs.
The remainder of the day pafles in finging and
dancing, making contorfions and fuch like extrava-
gancies, producing a real mafquerade. At length,
each retires home. If the mafter does not allow
firangers to intermingle, the ceremeny is performed
among themielves, and it is impoflibleto difabufethem
with regard to this fuperftition : they would imagine:
that the foul of the deceafed was ftudying to torment
them if they did not obferveit: yet I cannot help
being of opinion, that their real motive is nothing
more than diverfion. With regard to the funeral pro-
ceflion, it is not lefs extravagant : the body is carried
along to the hoarfe cadences of two of their country-

-men at the head, who fing, dance, and howl like
madmen : they are followed by the bearers, whofe
feet keep time to the mournful accents of this infernal’

¥ s mufic,
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mufic, that continues to the church-yard, which is
fometimes upwards of a league diftant. -

Every negro who rebels againft his black overfeer
fhould be fevercly punithed, as he reprefents the
manager, who fhould fupport him in his rights, not
to leffen bis authority, and thereby keep the negroes
in perfect obedience.

I fhall clofe this work, with another piece of im-
portant advice. 'This is to behave from the begin-
ning in {uch a manner as to make them ‘underftand,
that you will be inexorable to the intreaties of mercy
from thofe who infringe upon your orders. They
will not fail putting you to the teft, this being their
firft ftudy; but remain firm, and be rigid in the
early part of your function, in order that by knowing
you to be fuch they may not relax ; indulgence being
the direct road to relaxation, this to diforder, and at
length to the total ruin of all the negroes.

'The corruption of the times, or the depravation of
manners, has introduced ancther kind of diforder
which prevails among many fets of negroes. This is
of a very different nature from the others, as the
contagion is communicated only by the fteward to the
negroes, The inhabitants of the country will imme-
diately comprehend I mean the intrigues of the
managers with the black women ; and though this
1s much the fathion, I fha'l not pafs over the incon-
veniencies that frequently arife from thefe praétices.
I do not intend commencing cenfor, or moralift upon
this occafion ; this I fhall leave to our paftors ; and
thougi they acquit themfelves with much zeal upon
this head, I do not find the leaft alteration ; where-
fore 1 fhall net attempt to abolifh it, as I know it
would be freitlefs : but the managers will give me
lcave to tell them, it is very {fcandalous for them to at-
Aach themfelves to the black women, who are under
their dilcipline.  Hence arife divifions, jealoufies

and
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and murmurs among the negroes, which fre-
quently are attended with fatal confequences. If a
fteward debauches the wife of a negro, he will in re-
venge debauch the wife of one of his comrades: it is
~ therefore dangerous for the negroes that a fteward
fthould act in this manner ; for they play the fame
game as him, and haveno fear of outdoing one another
in leaving by turns all the black women who begin to
difguft them ; for they are as little {crupulous in this:
refpect as they are with regard to pilfering ; two vices:
to which the negroes are equally fubject, and which
require a proportioned curb to flop the progrefs, by
frequent chaftifements. I afk a fteward, how he 13
to fucceed in this refpeét, if he hath not refelution.
{fuflicient to avoid a yoke as pernicious to himfelf as-
it is fhameful to the planter ¢

If it were my province to convince a maapcE of the
evil that arifes to himfelf from fuch irregularities, L.
would give a free {fcope to. my feeble pen ; which.
might, perhaps, make more impreflion on him, than
all the Chriftian morals daily enforced by our paftors.
upon the occafion : but it does not belong to me to
treat upon fo ferious a fubje@ ; befides, I fhould lofe
fight of the obje€t 1 had in view. 1 fhall therefore:
only recommend him to make his own reflexions
unon it, that he may reap fome advantage from whats
I have advanced, before he s convinced by fatal ex--
perience. He cannot be ignarant, that the leaft of.
the evils that accompany this fatal paflion, is fhame-
ful indigence, and: ofien a. ngmﬂ']mg and painful.
life. Hﬂw many young peopie, who after refiding,
in our iflands twenty years, have no more 1rpp1m-fd.-.
their fortunes than upon their firft landing. God for--
bid I fhould delpife my countrymen ; every cne kas
his foible, and I am more inclined to pity than to>
cenfure *htm, but Iimagined a few hints of this kind.

D 6 vould-
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would be ferviceable to them, and that they would
make proper reflexions thereupon.

The Genius of the Negroes defined, and the Means a}?.
guarding againfi their Snares.

Altho’ you may not be able to lop the roots of many
evils which this fhameful paflion engenders; yet you
will be able to exercife a proper dil%ip[ine over each
fex without diftin&ion. Exempted from all blame,
you have an entire defpotifm over all your negroes ;
who will fubmit with blind obedience to your will,
and to the punithments inflicted upon the guilty, who
will never complain : for a negro is fingular in this
relpect 5 he knows how to do juftice to ﬁimfe]f ; and
even when he does not own his fault, he is not angry
with the perfon who chaftifes him, and points his in-
dignation only againft the author of it: if there be
none, or he is ignorant that there is any, he frankly
acknowledges that it was his own head that created
his misfortunes (the negro’s expreflion when he ac-
cufes himfelf) : but amidft this franknefs he cannot
avoid following his natural evil difpofition, and with
the appearance of external ftupidity, he is capable of
furpafling the moft artful white man in cunning *.
You will, doubtlefs, think that I dwell too much
upon this natural vicious difpofition ; but I can proteft
to you, that I do but give the outline, and that if I

* A negro of this kind makes the charatter and d:{po-
fition of his mafter, or the perfon who governs him, his
fole ftudy : it is not aftonifhing that we fhould be fome-
times duped by him, as he knows how to avail himfelf of
our weaknels ; and as he abufes the clemency fhewn to
him, it is not aftonithing he fhould often be guilty of
faults : humanity, which fhould direét us, has a great fhare
in it ; wherefore, however cunning he may be, we are only
cuped by him becaufe we wink at what he does not chufe
thould be obferved,

' were
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were todilplay the malice of a negro in its full extent,
Europeans would find it very diflicult to conceive how
we can make ufe of fuch kind of people : but we have
recourfe to a regular fteadinefs to keep them in order,
otherwife it would be impoffible to make any ufe of
them. They are, neverthelefs, the riches of the
country ; for we calculate our revenues only by the
number of flaves of both fexes, who are employed in
our manufactures.

I have always been among the number of thofe who
areinclined towards clemency, without havin g theleaft
repugnance to chaftife them feverely when they were
guilty of capital crimes ; in which cafe, it would be
difficult to foften me, as it is abfolutely neceffary 5
but I would always have the caufe known. I am fen-
fible there are fome planters who are too cruel 3 but if
I blame them fometimes, I cannot help approving of
their conduct in certain circumftances, when I con-
fider the evil difpofition of the negroes, which I am
well acquainted with. Think not I fpeak through
prejudice ; it is a matter of fact, ,
Europeans, upon their firft arrival, would be -
clined to believe us barbarians ; but they have not,
been fix months in the country before they are of a
very different opinion, finding by their own expe-~
rience the neceflity of a rigorous behaviour towards
this fpecies of men. '

"T'he malice of the negroes extends to forcery : peo-

le of fenfe laugh at it ; the ignorant fuperftitioufly
Eelieve it. Iam inclined to think that the vanity of
the one, and the ftupidity of the other are equally
pernicious. I have feen the former fuffer confie
cerable loffes from their incredulity ; and the latter
be frequently the dupes to their belief. When the
negroes are once convinced of the fuperftition of their
mafters, there are fcarce any pains or inconveniences

 that they will not fubmit to, to gain confidence with
their
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their mafters, that the origin of their maladies arife
from forcery ; and under this pretence, they humbly
afk leave to go in fearch of a particular negro phyfician
to obtain a fpeedy relief. This one, a fiill greater cheat
than the patient, amufes him for a certain time, at
the end of which, he brings the negro back to his
mafter, in boafting of the furprifing cure he has per-
formed, expatiating largely upon the difficulties he
had to furmount ; and which the fuppofed patient
fails not to corroborate with all his powers from his
mutual intereft in kecping the fecret. 'Wherefore no
credit thould be given to thefe matters but upon good
foundation. Itis however certain, that thefe phy-
ficians have performed cures, which furgeons would
not undertake: I know not whether there was any
deceit in the matter. They are ignorant of the ufe
of mercury and antimony 1 venereal cafes, and they
cure perfectly well without friction ; they. ufe baths,
to excite tranfpiration ; they have many valuable fe-
crets for-diforders incident to the negroes, which are.
cured by fimples unknown to any but themfelves :-
but as- they are are all cheats, they frequently abufe
the confidence that is placed in their remedies. I
fhall, however, frankly acknowledge that I am not_
very m'edulﬂus with refpect to the firft article ; yet 1
have feen effeéts that could not fail convincing me,
that they practife but too fuccefsfully their diabolical
arts, equally upon animals as their own companions,
whom they throw into {fuch a lamentable ftate, as ter-
minates- only with death. T fhall not undeértake to
explain the phenomepon, I'fhall feave it to cafuifls ;
but I camr aver that they feldom mifcarry in them *,

* The myftery was difclofed by the confeflion of the
Makandalilts, who were burnt; and who declared that
they ufed {low poifons, and others that were very fubtile, .
which carrigd a man off in lefs than twenty-four hours,
when they thﬂft: to difpatch him {oon,

They.
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They havealfoamiraculous talent of ftealing cattle from
- parks, in defpite of the keepers at the gate. In regard
to this matter it does not depend upon witcheraft ;
‘they ufually have with them fome companions of for-
tune, who have the fecret of amufing the keepers
at the gate, by pretty tales, while the others make
breaches at the oppofite extremity, through which
they carry off their prey; and it frequently happens
that the keepers themfelves are accomplices : in this
cale they fhare the fpoils with the principals, for
which they feldom efcape punifhment, and this is
generally the cafe whether they are guilty or not,
as they thould be anf{werable for the animals they
are entrufted with; and one fhould watch while
another flecps, and thus reciprocally relieve each
other. It is pleafant to fee with what fimpli-
city they defend themfelves upon thefe occafions =
they are never guilty, though they ingenuoufly ac-
knowledge they faw the cattle pafs before their eyes ;
but by fome enchantment they were bereft of the
power of ipeech, and rendered motionlefs, whilft
their dogs were petrified : in fine they add, that the
charm in breaking threw them into fuch 2 profound
fleep, that they could got awake till they heard the

negroes going to work, If thefe reafons can {atisfy,
they get off very eafy..

END OF THE SECOND AND LAST PART OP TURE
: COMPLETE INDIGO-MAKER,
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TRl A vk Svll

VPON THE

CULTURE OF COFFEE.

A Defecription of this Tree, and its ManufaSure,

F 1 wrote as an hiftorian, it would be neceflary
forme to begin with the origin of Coffee; but this
would carry me too far out of my {phere, and make
me repeat what twenty others have already faid, upon
each other’s authority ; the truth and falfhood of which
make a pleafant mixture. Ibelieve it will be of little
confequence tothofe who perufe thefe memoirs,whether
Coffee was firft produced at the extremity of Arabia,.
or near the artic pole; or that good father Labat’s fa-
bulous goats firft difcovered it: this is not the moft
interefting part of my project ; and as my intention
is only to be ufeful, I fhall confine myfelf to point-

ing out how we attained it, and at what time.
According to the moft common opinion, we are
indebted to the Dutch for the firft Coffee-trees : they
firft began to cultivate them in Batavia, afterwards at:
Surinam ; and fome years later the inhabitants of
Cayenne followed their example, and fucceeded be-
yond their expectations. It was in 1722, in a voyage
that M. Delamotte Aigron, then the king’s lieutenant
at Cayenne, was obliged to make to Surinam, that the
planting of Coffec was firft conceived. He learnt the
manner of cultivating the Coffee-tree 3 and the only
difficulty
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~ difliculty confifted in obtaining the plants, as the
exportation was prohibited on pain of death. He,
however, compaffed his defign by means of fome
French refugees among the Dutch, and fucceeded fo
well, that in 1724 and 1725, there were already up-
wards of fixty thoufand trees that produced Coffee ;
and in 1726, it was planted at Martinico: here it
owed its origin to two plants fent from the Royal
Garden at Paris, which were a prefent from the
Dutch to Lewis XIV. A fhort time after, it appeared
at St. Domingo ; for I recolle& having feen fome
there in 1728 ; but there were but a few trees planted
in the gardens of the virtuofi; which have been fince
fo multiplied that there are now whole plantations of
it* The inhabitants of Dendon, fituated about feven:
or eight leagues from the Cape, were the firft who
cultivated it, and have raifed confiderable profit from
it. A certain Gafcoon, * a jolly fellow, like moft of
his countrymen, named Dupuits, has made a fine
fortune by it in a fhort time, though he began with
only five or fix negroes. He returned to France
about ten years after, leaving his plantation with
above one hundred negroes. At prefent there
are {carce any plantations upon the mountains with-
out being p'anted with Coffee, in proportion to the
number of negroes ; and there would be hopes of mak-
ing fortunes by it, if the prefent dealers had the fame
good luck as the firlt, that is, an increafe of negroes
in proportion as the Coffee growed, long credit
having enabled them to pay for the negroes from
their own work. At prefent, (this is very different
from the year 1753); no negroes are to be had but

- * I mention him in particular, being one of the firlt who
began to plant Coffee. ‘The fortune he madeis to be attri-
buted to the advance of the negroes upon credit, by which
double the Coffee may be reared, &c.

with
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with ready money, at 15 and 1600 livres a heady
one-third down, and four months credit for the re-
mainder, upon good fecurity; fo that the planter who
begins, muft be a great ceconomift to puth forward..

The fuccels of fome, however, creates an emula-
tion in others, and very probably all the hills
will foon be covered with Coffee ; and then the price
muft neceffarily fall, and it will not be worth felling
at ten fo's the pound ; at leaft to none but thofe who
are near cities, and have the convenienee of their own:
vehicles. T hofe who live at a diftance cannot load a
horfe with above one hundred and fifty pounds weight,,
which, at 10d. amounts to fﬂvent}hgx’e livres a load
from whence the expences, freight, and commiflion,
at two and a half per cent. being dedu&ted, and the
lofs of animals being added, it will eafily appear, that
a fortune cannot eafily be made this way, even without
confidering the accidents that may happen.

It muit, however, be allowed that the cu'tivation:
of Coflee has its alluring charms—the facility with.
which it 1s raifed, its rapid progrefs, and the few
hands required ; but when the crop comes in, the
planter is frequently difubufed. Experience has con-
vinced me of thefe confequences ; which are occa-
fioned by the pofition of the trees, or the impropriety
of the foil ; for itis an error to fuppofe every foil i3
equally fitfor it ; or, according to . Labat, the moft
meagre 1s the beft {uited to it. .1 have always feen
the fineft Coffec in the beft foil, whicii is reafonable.
It alfo happens that the Coffee-root is gnawed by an
infect called a mahocat, which kills the tree.  There.
18 110 remedy for thefe kind of accidents, as it is too.
late to apply any, when thefe infects are vifible ; the
principal root is damaged, which, however, does not
appear till the body begins to decay. Others perith
without any caufe appearing.. I have, however, {aved
a great number, by cutting them about two inches

be-
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below the place that begins to decay, which is ufu-
ally at the extremity of the trunk; and when the
part attacked is lopt off, the lower part recovers its
vigour, and frefh {hoots appear at the knot where it
was cut ; but they fhould be carefully kept at a pro-
per height.

A fpecies of infelts hath lately been difcovered,
called a hanneton, the mouth of which is long and
pointed, with fharp fides ; and which made great ha-
vock among the coffee. Luckily they made but a
fhort ftay ; during which, they dug into the trunk of
the tree, from bottom to top, without its appearing
any way damaged: but it broke with the leait blait
of wind, by which they were difcovered, «hen a do-
zen or fifteen were found in each trunk, having eack
its particular lodge ; and they made their way in order
to get out at the end, that they might vifit the next
tree. They ufuallyattacked the treesabout ayearor two
old, the foft tender wood of thefle being ealily pene-
trated. There was no other method to prevent the
progrefs of thefe infeéts, than by cutting the tree
about two inches from the ground, and fetting fire
to the branches; this however retarded the produc-
tion of the coffee for eightecen months.

It fhou!d be obferved, that coffee p'anted upon the
hils cennot be expefted to be of long dura-
tion: after three fertile years, a flerility fucceeds ;
and thole trees that have efcaped accidents, to which
they are liable, produce very feebly at the extremity
of the branches.

The hilly Grounds are but of fhort Continuance.

Thisis clearly proved by the fall of the rain wa-
ters, which carry with them the fuperficies of . the
earth, and by making cavities, impoverifh it, and
render it fterile: in order to fupply thefe defellts, we

are
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are obliged to plant a certain number of trees every
year : by this wife forefight we fupport our profit, in
proportion to the lofles, which are inevitable.

Means of preferving the Earth.

It is ealy to comprehend, by what I have juft faid,
that the foil of the mountains does not continue long
fruitful ; wherefore, to prolong the term, it fhould
be exprefsly forbidden the negroes to pluck any root
of a tree that grows upon the ground, which is all in-
terfected with them after being cleared from the
wood. This precaution is of great utility for the
prefervation of the ground ; and by this means the
layers have time to grow, and cover with their
roots the circumjacent ground, before the others
are quite exhaufted ; by which means the {oil is made
to produce fome years longer than it would otherwife.

Reafons why the Ground fhould not be weeded with a
Spade ;

Becaufe the ground would be fo broke, as to admit
the entrance of the leaft fall of rain, and would be ex-
haufted before the layers could have time to fruchfy.
"Thofe who pretend that the coffee-tree is not of a de-
licate texture, have not feen it after its firft and {e-
cond production*: it is true, that before this it
Emw‘s aftonithingly quick and beautiful, even in a

ad foil; but the quantity of fruit that it produces
overwhelms it, ifit be not feconded with 2 good foil,
which may afford it a proper juice, or fuch as may
nourifh it without altering the root.

* The fecond produce often determinesits fate; if it re-
fifts this it is fafe: but it begins to decline at the third, by
the excefs of the preceding produce, which hath enervated
it. It brings forth very little the next year, and thereby
recovers its vigour,

The
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The Secret communicated by Father Labat,

He acquaints us with an admirable fecret to prevent
this accident ; but I believe he will pot have many ad-
vocates. He advifes the lopping of the flowers, in
order to eafe the layers of the coffec. But where 1s the
planter who would retrench his profit, and be ftill
dubious about the fuccefs of the other half. It would
be even imprudent in him to anticipate the effefts of
the {tormy weather ; as 2 great quantity of fruit ig
beat down before it is a fourth part mature.

Means of preferving the Layers of Coffze.

I imagine the moft eflicacious method to be, plant-
ing the layers of the coffee at fuch a diftance a5 is pro-
portioned to the quality of the foil they are fet inj in -
an indifferent {oil about three feet only, (and perhaps
two and a half would be better) ; in a deep earth,
four feet; and in the beft foil, five. I fhall account
for this immediately ; and I doubt not meeting with
approbation. The root being thus circumfcribed,
all the body of the tree muft neceffarily receive more
nourithment ; the fap having but a fhort way to rife,
thefe branches cannot extend beyond it, and become
2 wood, almoft as ftrong as the trunk itfelf. The
tree produces lefs fruit, and the branches being di-
vefted of pith, are abie to fupport the little they pro-
duce *.

Manner of flopping the Growth of Coffee-trees.

Each planter has his peculiar method of ftopping
coffec. Some are of opinion, that it fhould be
allowed to produce its firft crop; which is, howa

* Since I wrote thefe memoirs, I have made the ex perie
ment with all the fuccefs Iexpected.
2 ever,
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ever, 2 miftake. For my part, when a Coflee-tree
hath attained its proper height, 1 break off the extre-
mity of the branch, which is very tender ; this pre-
vents its growing higher, and allows the branches to
extend in length and breadth, and multiply their
{eions « this operation makes 2 fine rofe come upon
the tree ; difincumbered of a fuperfluous burthen,
:t is not overcharged ; confequently the fruits are
better nourifhed, and leis fubject to run; and even
another advantage refults from it, this is, the con-
venience with which they are gathered, and without
damaging the branches ; which happens to thofe that
are unconftrained in their growth, and whofe trunks
are {o feeble for want of {ubftance, that the weight
Jlone of their fruit weighs down the flocks ; and
being overwhelmed with their own burthen, perifh at
a time they promifed the moft.

The Decline of the Tree.

In proportion as the tree advances in age, its
abundance diminifhes, and the coffee 1s more
beautiful and more eftimable: it may be ima-
gined that it becomes larger, becaufe it produces
hut Jittle: yet the cafe is juft oppofite ; it is quite
{mall, and in this alone its quality confifts ; and that
root, which atits fecond crop produced two pounds
of Coffee, will with difficulty in its fifth produce 2
quarter of a pound: after which it produces only
every other year, the firlt very litt'e, and the next
fomething more. Upon this foundation it is ealy to
conceive, that it is very much our intereft to m-
creafe the number every year, to prevent any fcarcity.

The Coffec-iree requires new I¥aods.

Tt is alfo neceffary that 1t fhould be planted in a
virgin {oil, oras we cxprefs it in our iflands in new
woods &
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- aoods ¢ it will be only lofing time to plant it in
- ground that has produced before : not that j does not

produce in the end ; but it is certain that it will pe-
rith after its firft crop, or at fartheft after the fecond.
T his appears very oppofite to the princip’es of Father
Labat : but he on'y means from the firft cultivation

~ of the Coffee ; for he had no cxperience,  hereby

he could form any judgment. One may eafily be
the dupe in this reipe@, as in fome grounds it may
fuccced 5 and when it does not produce any thing,

the root wi | be fine, but it will be cxhaufled trom its
firft production.

The Difference of the Sorts of Martinico and §t, Domings
Coffee.

Father Labat moreover fpeaks of the fort of Mar-

tinique, and I mean that of St. Domingo ; the firft

"may perhaps be preferable to the latter, and in all ap-

pearance this muit be the cafe. If our mountains of
ot. Domingo were cleared, it is very certain they

- would many years fince have been exhaufted, as ex.

perience proves ; for if at the end of five or fix years
we would renew a layer of Coffee in the fame place,
where fome had before been planted, we fhould cer.
tainly lofe both our time and our pains : all that could
be planted with fuccefs woud be caflada, or the

ground converted into bad favannahs: this is all that

could be done upon the mountains.

- The Martinico Coffee preferabie to that of St. Domingo,

. The foil of Martinico being, doubtlefs, preferable
to that of St. Domingo*, it is not aﬁomfhmg that
| the

- * There are certain diitrifts in the mountains that are

‘oduce lne s thefe grounds refemble the
very ftony, and produce g o
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¢he Coffee of that ifland fhould be finer and more
in efteem : it probably receives a nutriment that is
{uited to it, as it isupon a par with that of Mocha ;
and if there were no other than the feniority of the
date of the trees, I would readily allow the fuperi-
ority to the Martinico Coffee, which it now poflefles
by right. Perhaps alfo the care taken by the inhabi-
¢ants of Martinico to cultivate and dry, may alfo
greatly contribute. In this refpet our planters are
much to be blamed ; for provided it does but fell,
they give themfelves no farther trouble. Iam {enfi-
ble this is not the way of paying my court to them,
or obtaining their approbation ; but why are they cul-

able? Provided I meet with the approbation of
thofe who think well, I am carelefs of the cenfure
of the reft : there are, therefore, none but thofe who
are confcious of their negle¢t that will be offended ;
and if this little liberty could make any impreflion on
them, and they fhould, from a laudable pique, open
their eyes with refpect to their own indolence, 1
fhould ‘applaud myfelf : there are fome people who
require the truth to be {poken.

Remarkable Qualities of the Planters.

Tt muft, however, beallowed that for the generality
of the planters, they are very laborious, enterpriz-
ing, generous, and magnificent, and would be very
forry their neighbours fhould furpafs them in this

foil of Martinico: the earth is very deep, as good at the
bottom as upon the furface, which rendersit very durable :
but this kind of ground is not very common, except upon
the flopes fronting the fea : far beyond the fummit of the
hills this lime-rock is nolonger met with, but by accident
in fome floods, and is, properly {peaking, nothing more
than a tartar formed by the current of the water.

puiht.
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point. Iwill not pretend to fay that vanity hasno fhare
in this emulation ; and that the apparent negligence
is the mere eflfet of their inability.- Deftitute of the
means and powers to difpofe properly their manufac-
ture, many inhabitants never increafe their revenue ;
yet I am perfuaded that in fome years this manufac-
ture will be brought to great perfettion : we already
perceive the effects in thofe that are eafy in their af-
fairs, who are ftriving to out-do each other in the com-
modioufnefs and fplendour of their buildings, their
mills, and glacis’s ; and fpare nathing that may con-
tribute to bring this manufacture to perfection.

The Mocha Coffee has always had the preference ;
and this is very natural, it being the firft we were
acquainted with, and to which ours is indebted for
its origin ; thirty years ago there was no other. That
of Martinico fucceeded, and connoifleurs fay it 1s
better : this is not aftonifhing ; the fea has not fo
much time to fpoil it as the Mocha, which cannot
reach Europe in lefs than a year ; and it muft remain
another twelvemonth in the company’s magazines.
When this berry dries, it lofes its flavour, and its
quality greatly diminifhes; though it may be faid
that it thould be old to be good, and which I fhall
allow for a moment; but it fhould acquire this age
in a very dry place, and not upon that faline element,
which renders every thing moift that is carried by it,
and which penetrates into the clofeft chefts, and has
ftrength enough to tarnifh gold and filver lace, though
inclofed with cotton. Can Coffee be thought lefs
fufceptible of its impreflion ? I have feen the dew
that has fallen in a fingle night make it as white as
fnow, which is fuflicient to deprive it of its oily qua-
lity, in which all its flavour and merit confifts.

E Cayenne
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Cayenne # Coffee is defpifed, and that of St. Do-
mingo has not yet attained any degree of fame ; is
this aftonifhing ? The produce of every plantatien is
differént ; does this not prove that it depends chiefly
upon the care that is beftowed ? There are feveral
who raife Coffee, and cannot thelter it from the
weather, not having vet been able or willing to make
the neceflary difpofitions. Their Cotfee is ufually
in the firft crop very large, very fubject to whiten
when it is not well dried and preferved from moifture.
They are not fufficiently attentive to prevent its be-
ing moift during the time that it is expofed to the
fun, for whatever humidity it contralls, renders it
tough and fpongy like cork. Whenever thefe acci-
dents are prevented, there is great reafon to believe
it may be brought to as great a degree of perfection
at St. Domingo =s at Martinique.

Why fhould this be queftioned? Our firft indigos
and fugars were defective, and we have found means
to perfect them. 'Thefe manufactures were cer-
tainly more difficult than Coffee, in which there
are but three principal points to be obferved which
form the bafis, and which the moft ignorant may
execute as well as the moft {kilful.

The principal Objecis 10 be obferved to have good Coffze.

The firft is to gather it when very mature ¢, to
dry it well, to prevent its being wet or contrating
any humidity after it is dry. This contains the
whole myftery: if after thefe precautions, any in-

* It wasin the beginning defpifed ; but it is at prefent in
reat efteem ; and ours will fucceed as well in the end.
+ Care fhou d, however, be ta_ken not to let it ripen too
much upon the ground, as in this cafe the pellicle is apt to
ftick to the berries, which diminifhes the price, though its

intrinfic value is always the fame,
ferior
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ferior Coffee {hould be found, you may bo!dly con-
clude that thefe were fo many abortions, which h
being over-dried or by an exceflive production w}-icg
the fet could not nourith, were deprived of fub-
ftance, which is the only caufe of the berries being
falfe ; and from the fame caufe it happens, when the
weeds ftifle the fets, their nourifhment is abforbed.
Thefe proofs are more than fufficient to convince
you, that we are making "a progrefs towards perfece
tion, in as much as the climate and the foil does
not prevent us, and which I am inclined will have
no effect ; a little experience and a good deal of
care will produce the object defired.

The Reafon why St. Domingo Coffee is defpifed.

The principal caufe why the St. Domingo Coffee
has fallen into difrepute was, that during the war
which began in 1744, and ended in 1748, when
every planter endeavoured to avail himfelf of the fail-
ing of the fleet in order to fell his manufaltures, a
general confufion enfued, and particularly with re-
gard to Coffee Every one ftrove to dry his Coffee
in a hurry, to be in time for the fhips ; many ufed
floves for expedition. So that fometimes it was ex-
pofed to fale in lefs than a fortnight after it was ga-
thered. It is not aftonifhing that fuch green, ill-
manufaGured Coffee fhould turn white in the voyage.
But at prefent, when we give it {fix months betore
we begin to beat it, there is time enough for it to
harden and even fhrink to nothing, if it is of a mean
quality ; in which cafe, it is neceflary the perifhed
grain fhould be carefully picked out.

E 2 Piliey
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Policy of the Dutch.

The Hollanders at Surinam had by refined policy
promulgated, that they baked their Coffee before they
expofed it to fale, that it might not be raifed any
where elfe. This was a popular error that fo far pre-
vailed, as toprevent any one planting it. But M. De
la Motte Aigron having, as I obferved, found means
to procure fome that was frefh gathered, he fur-
mounted all the difficulties that feemed to lie in his
way. It wasalfo imagined, that Coffee dried by the
fun would be fubjet to the like inconveniences ;
this was alfo another miftake. Ihave feen fome my-
felf which had been gathered for upwards of fix
months, which grew perfe&ly well. Ionly obferved
the precaution of fteeping it, and at the end of five
or fix days, its fhoot appeared the length of two lines
in the water, wherein I had immerfed it. At pre-
fent we are under no apprehenfions with refpect to
planting it; the fhoots multiply fo faft, that we
are obliged to lop them under every tree, their too

great proximity being pernicious.

The Manner of planting Coffze.

The manner of planting Coffee is very fimple ; but
which, neverthelefs, requires attention : the ground
fhould be very well cleanfed, and dig all the holes
beforehand : this precaution is very neceflary ; for if
any rain fhould fall, it penetrates the more eafily,
and in fome cavities the water will remain, which

roduces a very happy effe@, in maintaining the
frethnefs of this young plant, which has thereby
time to form frefh roots, before the heat of the {fun
makes any impreflion. I contribute to the {fupport of
this frefhnefs, by a little mortar of clear clay, in
which I place the fibres of the layer; by this means

they
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they eafily take root and the plant and the leaves be-
ing naturally of a ftrong confiftency, refift the heat
for along time; and being feconded by this pre-
caution, very few, if any, perifh. Add to this,
that in taking up the layers to plant them, I dig up the
ground with a hoe, whereby the fibres remain en-
tire, and the layers are in their natural {tate 3 for it 1s
certain that Coffee pulled up with the hand will
twifted or bent , and that the greater part of its
fibres would remain in the ground, which it requires
the moft.

At what Diftance Coffee is planted ; and different Sen-

timents thereon.

Various are the fentiments upon this head. Thofe,

- however, who, in my opinion, plant too near, main-
tain that it preferves the frefhnefs that is {o neceflary,

as at the end of the year thereis a little foreft which{up-
ports thisfame frefhnefs, and prevents the weeds from
encreafing too much, and that thereby the trees are
moreeafily fupported. They alfoadd, thatthey have the
double quantity of Coffee, which cannot be denied.
But the fequel is not fo favourable ; this is very well
as far as the firft crop : the trees are then {o confined,
that their branches interfect each other, and having
no means of extending themfelves, they produce a
very indifferent quantity of fruit, and fometimes no~
thing but the ftock produces any ; fo that four layers
of Coffee will fcarce produce what a fingle one would,
unconfined. Wherefore a thoufand of thele trees
are more advantageous than four thoufand of the
others. Add to this the inconvenience of the dew,
which obliges the negroes to be wet from the fect

to the ftomach : this is unavoidable.
Whence I conclude that the rows fhould be fix
feet diftant, and the trees five from ecach other:
L 3 this
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this is meant for an indifferent foil. It s true that
in this {tate they require more culture : but this ex-
pence 1s counterbalaneed by many advantages.
In the firft place, many kinds of vegetables are
raifed the three firft years: fecondly, the tree be-
comes finer and brings forth four-fold, the branches
having full liberty of extenfion ; in a word, the rows
having a convenient fpace, the negroes are not oblig-
ed to wet themfelves in gathering.

Depth of the Holes.

The depth of the holes fhould not exceed fix or
feven inches, and the height of the plant eighteen :
thofe which are lefs are fubject to a year’s retard-
ment ; thofe'which are larger do not fucceed. Be-
fore they are fixed in the holes, the extremity of the
root is carefully cut, which always endeavours to pe-
netrate ; fo that if rock or clay is near the root,
it would force its way, and the tree perithes, when it
1s judged out of danger, :

Another Method of digging the Holes.

There are fome planters who dig the holes with a
louchét *, and give their reafons for adopting this
method ; though there are objetions to it: for in-
ftance, it 1s certain that the earth upon our hills
is not above ten .inches deep, often lefs; now,
if the holes are dug cighteen inches deep, you muft
meet with the rock or clay: hence it muit follow,
that when the root of the tree penetrates into this clay,

* A louchétis an inftrumentinvented in theFrench Iflands,
made of iron, about a foot in length, the upper extremity
of which 1s round, and bored, in which there is a wooden
handle. It is between three and four feet in length : the
hottom 1s flat and about four or five inches wide, with a
fharp edge at the extremity.

the
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the layer muft perifh for want of a proper foik.- It
will be anfwered, that the holes being filled with
good earth, it will always find fix or eight inches
more than in its natural ftate; which cannot be denied
but in digging this ho'e, another inconvenience
arifes, which s the forming of a kind of earthen
veflel, where the waters muft neceffarily remain,
when the rains are frequent, which cannot avoid
hurting the Coffee-layer. Add to this, that the roots
of all trees in this country have a natural propenfity to
follow the fuperficies of the earth. It will then be
granted, that in planting them fix or feven inches
deep, the roots cannot fail following the good carth,
and receiving as much water as is neceffary, and the
fuperfluity will filterate acrofs the ground more con~
weniently, when not confined.on either fide.

The Seafon for planting Coffee.

The planter thould chufe a rainy feafon to fuc-
ceed, as the plant fhould be well watered. About
All-faints-day is the wetteft feafon, the north winds
being moft frequent ; the planter fhould therefore avail
himfelf of them, as the Coffee fhould receive the
rain a few days after being planted : but as the works
of a plantation can only be carried on gradually, there
are feveral months in the year fit for this operation,.
when the {eafon is rainy : wherefore you may conti-
nue planting from All-faints-day till the month of
May, if you meet with ground that is properly pre-
pared ; for it cannot all be fo at the fame time; thofe
that are laft planted grow quicker than the others, as
they are planted in the height of {pring, when the ve-
getation is ftronger than at any other time ; whereas -
in winter it is fterile on account of the great quantity
of rain, which renders it too cold for the growth of
dhe plants ; but though it fhould not vegetate in three

| E 4 oF
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or four months, when it is planted in winter, you
may be at lealt certain that the plantation will fuc-
ceed better than in {pring, when it muft be repeated
feveral times ; and hence it is that the trees do not
produce all together.

Vegetables that may be planted in the Coffee walks, '-ﬂ”‘”'”f
its Growth.

During the growth of the tree the land does not re-
main uncultivated ; on the contrary a great benefit
arifes to the planter as it may produce peas, maize,
and rice, which afford plentiful crops during the two
firft years, particularly when the Coffee-trees are
planted at a proper diftance ; but you fhould obferve
to plant no peas that require fticks, and to keep
them from the Coffee-tree, which they might hurt,
as 15 obferved in rice ; and a fingle row only fhould
be placed between thofe of the Coffee. Thefe are the
only vegetables that can reafonably be planted ; thofe
who plant others do not underftand their intereft.
There are fome who plant a row of caffada between
two ; this may not be pernicious ; but when it is ga-
thered, it cannot be doubted that the root of the caflada
comes {0 near that of the Coffee, that the one cannot
be plucked without hurting the other. Befides, there
is another inconvenience worfe than this, which
18, that this ground being thus dug up, is carried
away by the leaft fhower of rain, and exhaufted at the
time the tree begins to fru@ify. I do not {peak of
thofe who plant potatoes, as this muft arife from mad-
nefs or want of experience.

Good Father Labat had certainly confulted a planter
of this laft clafs, when he fays that Coffee grows in
cvery foil, and that it does not hurt the grafs: as to
this laft affertion I agree with him ; but that the
grals does not fpoil the Coffee, I cannot agrge to.

alk,
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F afk, how can the Coffee-tree receive that falutary
nourifhment communicated by the rains, furrounded
with a turf, upon which the water only glides, and
which can fcarce be penetrated four inches deep, by
a fucceflive rain of eight days : what nourifhment can
it receive from it ?

This tree grows quick enough when planted in
good grounds, and care is taken to keep it from weeds,
which is abfolutely neceffary in fo warm a climate,
where they grow in plenty, though only watered by
the dew, and that even in the fretheft ground.

Dejeription of the Tree.

There is fomething delightful in the appearance of
a Coffee-tree, of eighteen months or two years old ;
you then fee it in all its vigour: the leavesare of a
lively deep green, very clofe, a little bent, and in-
dented round about: the tree is buthy, and refembles
the laurel; it naturally grows very round, and its
branches thoot regularly from top to bottom, dimi-
nithing gradually towards the ftock, and form a very
fine pyramid : thefe branches iffue from the trunk two
by two, oppofite to each other ; the firft appear about
a foot above the ground, when the tree is formed, and
are fucceeded by the others at about three inches dif-
tance ; but which approach nearer, in proportion as
the tree increafes in age, and the branches increafe
in thicknefs in the {fame degree: but the regu-
larity of its figure is loft as foon as the growth
ceafes, when the branches at the top extend
themf{elves like the lower ones, and are furnifhed
with fcions, (which in our country-phrafe are
called geefe-feet), that all produce fucceflively,
but are not at firft a foot long ; this 1s to be un-
derftood of the firft year of their growth; but they

increafe every year, and thereby compenfate for
E s the
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the fterility of the firft branches; for it is tobe obferved
that the tree will not produce two years fucceflively on
the fame branch, but it fructifiesimmediately after thofe
which are gathered to the extremity of the tree, and
new layers ufually multiply every year, which 1s a
remarkable circumitance with refpett to its produce.
The leaves iffue two by two from each knot of the
branch ; and it is in thefe knots that the fruit forms
itfelf, at the end of a fmall ftalk, as grapes upon
the vine ; and though the knots are very clofe to one
another, you may fometimes reckon from fifteen to
twenty fruits; and there are almoft as many knots to
each branch ; fo that when the tree blofloms, the
flowers are fo clofe to each other, that each branch
might form a beautiful garland. Nothing 1n
my opinion is fo gratifying to the eye, as to {ee
fifty thoufand layers of Cofiee all blooming at once:
there youfee in avery deep green, the whitenefsof fnow,
which dazzles the fight, and emits a moft fragrant
odour. There is no feafon in America, which re-
minds us more of the European {pring, or more
ftrongly refembles it, than when thefe {mall trees are
in blofom— A moft delicious fituation! charming al-
leys that would furnifh a poet with ideas of Elyfium.

It alfo blofloms in this agreeable feafon, that is to
fay, in March and April ; but the young Coffee-trees
of two years {tanding bloom {fometimes at fix different
periods in the year, in proportion as they grow, and
the weather is favourable ; every month the blofloms
XCIICW.

The Cofffce-bls[Jorn,

The Coflee-bloffom is a little white ftar, interfe&ed
in five parts, each {eparation being furnifhed with
petala of the fame colour, and another in the middle,
that terminates in a fork, which remains a long

while
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while clofe to the fruit; the bloflom remains only

forty-eight hours; after which it begins to fade ; to
this bloffom the fruit fucceeds.

The Figure of the Fruit.

The figure of the fruit refembles that of the olive;.
till fuch time as it has acquired its full fize : in pro-
portion as it approaches to maturity, the colour.
changes from green to a pale yellow : to this fucceeds
a fine carnation red, when it refembles an oblong
cherry: its fleth is a kind of pulp of an infipid fla--
vour, the aftringent warm qualities of which pre--
vent its being of any ufe; it even provokes a flux of
blood.

To this pulp fucceed two little twin peas, united to- -
gether, and covered with a {trong parchment, under -
which is a fine pelicle covering for each of the two
beans. Heretheadmirable fecrets of natureare difplay-
ed; this indulgent mother, by this fagacious forefight, .
prevents the injuries of the air, from whichtheyfhould .
neceflarily be defended, as they require nothing more
than a fingle night’s dew to evaporate all their o1l, in:
which all the tafte and quality confift.

It cannot be perceived that a tree is Dverch‘arged i
above a month or two before the fruit is ripe : that ine-
verdure then changes its colour ; all the leaves turn.
yellow, and feem to announce its languid ftate: it.
appears overwhelmed with its own weight, and inti-
mates that it requires relief: this, in falt, is what-
fhould not be negleted as foon asthe fruit begins
to reddens. and be careful to lop the fuperfluous.
branches, which puth forth very brifkly,and preduce a:
number of fcione, from which it fhould be reliéved:.
every time that weeding takes place, this {hould .
not be omitted, in leaving nothing but the mother--

& 6 ﬁO-Ck.h; 3
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ftock; by this means the layer becomes vigorous, and
thrives infinitely better.

In proportion as it is relieved from its fruit, it feems
to regenerate, and acquire freth vigour: it is chiefly at
this time thatit requires fprinkling thowers, Coffeere-
quiring much humidity, and a foil that is always’
frefh * ; whence it is, thatit will not fucceed upon
a plain, where rains are fcarce ; and confequently no-
thing but hilly grounds are proper for it, particularly
thofe that are frefh cleared, and where there is plenty
of rain : but this very rain that is fo falutary to the
Coffee-tree, has two effelts that are very oppofite ; as
by procuring it the affiftance which the mountains re-
quire, thefe rains become deftrutive at the fametime
to thofe grounds which they fru&tify, in gradually
wathing them away; and I am of opinion that thirty
years hence, pofterity will be much puzz'ed to find
land to cultivate, for the mountains will then be greatly
exhaufted. But why thould we make ourfelves un-
happy about futurity—a futurity fo very diftant.—
Will Providence, who attends to the care of the
meanelt reptile, ever forget her mafter-picce ?

Cofee never ripens all together.

Its fruit never comes to maturity all at once, and
in this refpect we are happy; for otherwife we fhould
lofe a great part of our revenues, as the crops take up
one-fourth of the year. This defe&, if it may be fo
called, ariles from the tree bloffoming at various fea-

* If Coffee fhould want rain the two laft months before
the crop, it is very liable to be exhaulted, and the tree
is 1n great danger of perithing. The quantity of fruit
abforbs a great part of the fubitance of the la ers, and the
fap being very {paringly diftributed, the fruit is either
parched, or rendered abortive ; which happenedin the year
3753, when I wrote thele memoirs,

{ons,
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fons, and the fruits being extremefﬁ clofe toge-

er, that it ig
neceffary fome fhould be gathered, that thofe which
are too much ftreightened for room fhoyld have full
liberty. Whence it is that we have five or fix
which all together amount but- to one, as they
immediately follow each other without any alter-
native, even without its being pofiible to avoid a cop-
fiderable lofs, whatever vigilance may be exerted : for
five or fix days after, it does not appear that any hag
been gathered ; and the fame layer of Coffee from
which a bafket of fruit has been taken, appears as full
as ever.

At what Seafon Coffec fhould be gathered.

Its maturity is manifefted by the rednefs of jts
fruit turning brown; this is ufually towards the
latter end of September; when our vintage takes
place, and continues inceffantly till the end of the
year: but when thetree is at its firft and fecond crop,
you may begin from the month of July ; in which cafe
there is an interval of fome weeks, which is em-
ployed in cleaning the plantation ; but in the height
of the crop a moment cannot be {pared without con-
fiderable lofs. The negroes who are employed have
each a bafket, nearly like our vintagers, in which they
caft the Coffee : as foon as the bafket is full, itis emp-
tied into a larger bafket, with which each negro is
provided, and which contains his load: thefe are ufed
to carry Coffee to the mill. The negroes are inftruéted
to cut nothing but the fruit, and to leave the {tem of
the fruit fticking to the branches, fo as not to carry off
any of the bark, which would be perniciousto the tree.

Three Species of inferior Coffee.

There are three fpecies of inferior Coflee, which
fhould not be blended together, otherwile much time
18
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is required to feparate the good from the bad. The firft
is that which is premature for want of rain, or over--
heated, and which would fooner dry upon the tree
than redden : this. muft be gathered when it begins.
to turn yellow, and fpotted ; it is very fubject to
whiten, being deprived of its juice ; wherefore it
fhould not be mixed with the good. There is ano-
ther kind of heated Coffee worfe than the former, which
dries upon the tree before it has attained half its de--
gree of maturity, by an excellive production which
the tree cannot bring to perfection, and whichoftenren-
ders itliable to perith : this often happenstothofe layers .
of Coffee which are allowed to grow attheir liberty ;
their branches being filled with gum have not ftrength
to fupport the weight of their fruit ; nor is the fap ca-
pable of fupplying their wants: we call thefe cracros*.
"There is alfo a third fort, which is called the fcum :
this is difcovered only after the Coffee has pafs’d thro’
the mill.. This is a falfe Coffee which floats upon the-
water ; and hence its name is derived. Asall thefe-
are liable to be of a bad quality, they are dried fepa-
rately, in order to try which is good.:. but according.
to the faying, ¢ The profit is. not worth' the trouble.”

The Difpofition of the Mill-cafe..

After the bafkets are filled, each negro carries his
own, and empties it in- partitions in the form of
trunks, by the fideof the houfe, which contain as mugh-
Coffee, or more, than the négroes can gatherin a day.~
At night, after prayers are faid, a difpofition is made
of fuch a number of negroes as are neceflary for the

* The cracros are fo named from their refemblance to the
pahnite berries. As foon as I perceive them, I lop them
off, to prevent their deftroying the branches,

mill,,
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mill, which is generally feven, who fhould be re-
lieved every night by an equal number, whilit the
others are at their houfes to prepare food for thefe ; o
that when the work is done, they find their meal
ready ; this is the ufual department of the women : by
this means no one has any reafon to complain, and
the work goes on regularly: in lefs than an hour
all the day’s crop has pafled the mill, the particulars
of which are as follow :

The Manner of milling Coffee.

Two negroes are appointed to turn the mill on the:
fide of the greatroller, and another at the little one ;
the largeft has two handles, and the little roller but
one : a fourth negro is placed at the top of the
hopper to furnith the mill, and fupply the Coffee in
proportion as the mill fwallowsit : there is alfoa fifth.
before the mill, who receives the cherries * that fall
upon the ground, which he gathers together with a
rake, as they muft go through 2 fecond ume, to
purge them of the dregs, which efcaped in the
Grft preflure: the other two negroes are employed,
the one in emptying the Coffee into the hopper,.
whilit the other fills the porter’s bafket : thefe from
time to time relieve thole who work at the great
roller, and who alternately fucceed thefe.

Coffee is naturally furrounded with a glutinous
juice, which with little preflure is eafily removed 2
this is the effeét produced by the rollers; after
which the cherries and the Coffee fall upon a
{creen made of brafs wire, with mafhes, propor-
tioned to the fize of the Coffee, which, regulated
by the motion of the fcreen, and its own glu-
tinous texture, pafles through the fieve; whilft the
fame motion, feconded by a gentle flope of the fieve,

* Probably fo called from their refemblance to cherries,
when the Coffee-fruit 1s entire. _
drives
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drives before it the cherries which are too large to go
through, and fucceflively fall upon the {mall raller;
and having paflfed both, fall at the bottom of the
mill bysthe motion of the little fieve, with which

the little roller is alfo provided.

Neceffary Remarks.

After fome turns of the mill, the Coffee fhould be
vifited, to know if it has attained its defired point ;
being too much prefled the Coffee breaks; this is ob-
ferved by 1its parchment, which rifes in {fcales,
which is a certain fign that the roller approaches
too near the teeth of the mutable piece: in this
cafe you muft give it an opening, by means of
the wedges that are at the extremity of that
which moves, as they ferve to tighten or {lacken
the mill, as occafion requires; and this fhould be
carefully attended to every time the mill is ferved, as
the Cofiee is not always of an equal fize. "When the
fixed point is attained, it fhould continue working
till the receiver of the mill is filled ; it is then ftopt to
empty the contents into bafons, barrels, &ec. after
which, the cherries are ground a fecond time, to
clean them {till more when a little door is opened
oppofite to the mill, thro’ which they pafs in falling,
and are afterwards removed by the negroes, to be
out of the way.

Thus the Coffee is left in the bafon all night,.
whereby it the more eafily feparates from the gum,
which makes it wafh better. 'This operation is per-
formed by moon or torch-light, an hour or two
before day-break. The mill-houfe fhould be erected
near a piece of water, to avoid a multiplicity of work:-
the bafon fhould be made of ftone when convenient ;
in which a rake is flirred about to remove the glue ;.
others make ufe of a kind of trough ; and others baf-

kets,
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kets, which have the fame effeQ, except the incon-
venience of being obliged often to change them.

Metheds to prevent the Negroes being attacked by many

D.yrard'e:-".r.

As we are interefled in the prefervation of our Ne-
groes, ‘and in their enjoying a vigorous {ftate of
health ; as far as lies in our power we fhould be care-
ful to preferve them from the injuries of the air. The
{eafons of the crop are very rainy, and much dew falls ;
henee it follows that every layer of Coffee is quite wet
till eight or nine o’clock.” Now, it is certain that the
negroes, who begin their work at five in the morning,
muft every day be as wet as ducks, which cannot fail
to create many fatal diforders, the confequences of
which may be very ferious. To prevent thefe kinds
of inconveniencies, we carefully provide both the
men and women with a good great coat of coarfe
cloth, which lappel over the ftomach ; from thefe
the water runs without penetrating ; this is a fpecific
againft colds and fluxions, to which the negroes are
liable without this precaution. It is the fame with
refpect to the hard work at the mill, when they are
fo hot, and in fuch a flate of perfpiration, that they
have recourfe to the firft rivulet to drink ; which is
fuflicient to bring on an immediate fluxion of the fto-
mach. To prevent this, give them a large glafs of
the country brandy, of which they are very fond ; af-
ter which, they would not upon any confideration
drink water to carry off the tafte of this agreeable li-
quor, and which in thefe cafesis very ufeful.

When we are engaged in the harveft, we fland in
need ofall our people, as there never can be too many;
the deficiency of a fingle negro for a fortnight, will
make the difference of twelve barrels of Coffee, in the

cherry; which may probably produce about two I;lun{i
re
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dred pounds of Coffee. The abfence of feveral may
from this be calculated. Coffee does not wait our
convenience for attaining maturity ; italways goeson,
rain beats it down, currents carry it away, whereby fo
much is loft. Wherefore, we thould profit of thofe
precious moments and not neglect the negroes in
{uch a fituation, or mifapply this time; on the con-
trary, half the number of the houfe fervants thould
be retrenched. When once the Coffee is in the ware-
houfe, it is then fecure; whilft upon the tree it 1s
ever in danger ; and therefore every prudent planter,
who underf%ands his own intereft, avoids every thing
that may interrupt the forwarding the crop.

Defeription of the Glacis.

The glacis is a ftone work raifed about fix inches:
above the {urface of the earth, with borders round it
of the fame hcight, in which there are holes at
equal diftances, that the water may drain off': their
fize is unlimited, as they fhould be proportioned to
the quantity of Coffee the planter raifes; fo that they
are of different fizes, fome 100 feet {quare, others.
lefs. Having paved it at the bottom, it is well
plaiftered over, fo as to appear all of a piece, ex-
cept the partitions that are neceffary, to preventthe ac-
cidents that too much rain might occafion, by carry-
ing away in an inftant all the Coffee depofited; the-
currents of water are limited by means of thefe com-
partments, which ftop their rapidity, the water hav-
mg time to run off by the vent-holes of each trench,.
gradually as it is received, without having time
to form any current, and to promote the evacuation,
this glacis has a fmall declivity, which propels the
water toward the vent holes without any violence.

Itis upon this glacis that the Coffee 1s expofed to
dry, care being taken to ftir it frequently, to

haften
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haften the effect : three or four days fun-fhine is fuf-
ficient, if care be taken to fhelter it at night from
the dew; after this it is put it in the warchoufe ;
whence it is taken only to be bruifed: this is called
Ceffee dried in parchment. ~°

There 1s another method of drying it, which ap-
pears more expeditious, but is liable to many in-
conveniences, as I fhall notice when occafion offers;
this is drying it in the cherries. Though I am no
advocate for this method, I will not condemn 1t in
others, as it is frequently done through neceflity.
‘Thofe who imagine it is more expeditious are mif-
taken : itis true it requires neither mill nor millers 3
as foen as it is gathered it is thrown upon the glacis,
where it remains till it is completely dry, without any
danger from rain: but by this method it is a long
while drying, and liable to various accidents: being
inceflantly expofed to the inclemency of the weather,
it muft neceflarily happen-that in a quantity fome
muft dry very flowly, being covered with others,
notwithftanding all the precaution that can be taken
to flir them; and if they be not wet in the day-
time, they cannot avoid being fo at night: and by
dint of ftirring them, many are parted from their
cherries, and {fuch cannot fail whitening whilft other
turn black ; by this means the profit is greatly di-
minifhed, and much time is loft that might be ule-
fully employed in the plantation. -

It fhould alfo be obferved, that this Coffee requires
being dried twice as much as the other, as the l‘.!hlf:l'ri{
always retains a certain falt which renders it mol
from the leaft humidity, and from which it is diffi-
cult to guard it in a country like our mountains,
where nitre is very plentiful, and fogs very frequent;
if this matter is not attended to, the Colfee runs great

rifk of being heated to a degree of rotting. 'L'o pre-
vert

2
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vent this accident, it is neceffary to examine it fre-
quently, and if the leaft heat is perceived, you thould
not hefitate putting it into the fun. It mult be very
difagreeable to have the glacis covered with coffee in
fuch a fituation ; as it muft be removed to make place
for more. Such are the inconveniences that you
are expofed to by drying it in the cherry ; whereas
that which is dried in its parchment, after being
wathed, will keep many years in the fame flate, as
the water purges it of its glutinous liquid, and 1s no
way liably to change, if care is taken to preferve it

from being damp, as it is very fufceptible of im-

preflion from moifture.

As to the advantage that many fancy they reap
from drying it in the cherry, fuppofing there is no-.
thing more to do than gathering it and placing 1t up-
on the glacis, I beg they will pay fome attention to
the time required in bruifing it, and alfo the time
that is loft in cleaning and culling it; and I believe
they will agree with me, that fo far from its being a
method of advancing, it is the means of prolonging
the work, as I fhall fooner have difpatched three
wheel-barrows of Coffee dried in parchment, than
one dried in the cherry.

The proper Time for bruifing the Crffee.

The crop fhould be over before this operation takes
place. ‘The works follow fucceffively each other, and
a planter fhould know how to divide his time, by
which means every thing is in order ; whence arifes
that fome planters do more work with a few hands,
than others with a great many, as the latter under-
take too much at once: and all things fhould go on
progreflively ; upon this principle the Coffee {hould
not be bruifed till all is got in, unlefs neceflity fhould
compel it, or there fhould be fome interval in the

gathering ;.
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gathering ; in this cafe it may be turned to account ;
for fometimes the firft Coffees are the fineft in ap-
pearance, as they are not {o long fubject to accidents ;
but nothing fhould be omitted to dry it well, and
this care thould be redoubled when it is to be bruif-
ed, for new Coffee is very apt to change, not having
had fufficient time to harden ; it is then of a fine
tranfparent green, which may deceive the beft judge:
fo that though it appear ever fo dry, I advife thofe
who purchafe it to expofe fome days in the fun before
they put it up, as its quality may thereby be pre-
ferved.

How to bruife Coffee.

Before it is bruifed it fhould be expofed to the
fun two days fucceflively, and begin only on the
third when the fun has heated it, for the fineft
Coffee will whiten under the peftle, if it has not
attained that degree of drynefs which it requires, and
it will even flatten. In 2 word, Coffece cannot be
too dry, and the more it is {o, the more eafily it is
bruifed.

Every planter performs this operation differently,
fomein a mill, others in a trough, and others in a
wooden mortar. I thall not determine which method
is to be preferred, though the laft feems to me the
moft eligible ; as the ftrokes of the peftle are more
certain and regular, the Coflee is lefs liable to be
broke ; and lefs efcapes the operation from the peftle,
which performs it quicker. Imean this with refpeét
to Coffee dried in parchment ; as to that dried in the
cherry the mill and the trough are better calculated

forit; for as it is harder to bruife, it requires harder
ftrokes,

As
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As foon as the fun’s heat cOmmENCEs, the negroes
begin their work ; they are ranged two by two at each
mortar ; each having a peftle in his hand, ftrikes
regularly, and alternately after each other ; by this
means the Coffee is divefted of its parchment and
its pellicle, from which it feparates without much
trouble, as fifteen negroes may bruife two hundred
weight aday. The facility with which this opera-
tion is performed evinces the expence of a mill is {u-
perfluous ; though thofe who ufe one, may employ
their negroes elfewhere ; but this is a trifling advan-
tage. Oftentation is more concerned than ceconomy 5
yet a rich ‘planter fhould have a complete manu-

facture.

How to winnow Coffee.

Whilft fome are employed in bruifing, others are
engaged in winnowing; there is alfo a third mill
that performs this operation, and which is very ufe-
ful, particularly when there is no wind, which is not
often the cafe ; but it is fometimes not high enough,
the mill is then of great utility, and cleans the Coffee
infinitely better than the common wind; for be-
fides its clearing away the duft and the pulverized
parchment, it alfo purges it of the {mall gravel, to
which it is fubje&, cafting afide the Coffee that had
efcaped the peftle, as well as that which is fplit. A
{ecret has even been lately difcovered of uniting thefe
three mills together, and they are employed in thefe
three different works by means of a horfe or a mule :
fo much does this manufaCure each day approach
nearer to perfection.

After the} Coffee has been winnowed and culled
from all that was defeftive in it, it Is again ex-
pofed to the fun till towards noon, when the fun
darts his ftrongeft rays, it is then put burning hot

mnto
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into cafks, which are well covered over. This pre-
caution is neceffary ; it hardens its grain, ftops the
pores; and renders it lefs fufceptible of the impref-
fions of the air, and reftores it to its primitive co.
lour, which the fun had tarnithed. It fhould re-
main five or fix days in this fituation : it fhould then
be expofed one day more to the fun for the laft ope-
ration.

After fo many preparations, and every thing be-
ing_donﬂ to bring it to perfection, we fhould be
deceived in imagining it was out of all danger : it
always retains a certain falt, by which it dilates
- with the leaft humidity, and is rendered flex-
ible, {pots and becomes totally white. In contrating
this humidity all its oil evaporates. Wherefore the
drieft place fhould be chofen for it ; and the planters
do not bruife but in proportion as they are fure of
a vent for it, and no more at once than they can
convey, that they may run no ritks. They alfo take
<are not to bruife it in a moift feafon,

Produce of Coffze.

We calculate the produce of our revenues by the
- number of layers, which we fuppofe will produce a
pound of Coffee each. Some produce much more,
and others far lefs ; this then is upon an average near
the mark; obferving that we do not include thofe
which have produced four crops; fo that when, with
“a hundred head of negroes, a planter produces a
hundred thoufand weight of Coffee, and the plantation
1s kept in good order, he has no reafon to complain.
How many negroes upon their firft arrival in the
country perith before they have done any kind of
fervice to their maiter, and who fall dead upon beli:ng

taken
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taken out of the thip, as foon as they fet foot on fhore!
‘What dreadful havock doth epidemical diforders make
among a fet of negroes, 'T'he fmall-pox from time
" to time makes fhocking ravages, colds, fluxions of
the ftomach, with the yaws, and the various ftages
of the venereal diforder, are but too often the attend-
. ant upon fuch a libertine life as theirs. There fcarce
pafles a day in the year when, among a great number
of negroes, there are not ten or twelve at the hof-
pital * ; and when colds are frequent, it i1s impoflible
to limit the number.

It cannot, however, be denied, that their revenues|
are pretty confiderable, when they have attained a cer-
tain point ; but if we compare profit and lofs, much
tobetaken off: then there are fome fevere {trokes, that
cannot be parried by all human forefight. I fhall
give one example that recently occurred to a planter
at Dondon : he fet out with a Coffee plantation and
{ixteen negroes; at the end of eighteen months,
when he faw a pretty number of trees producing
Coffee, he found himfelf reduced to a fingle negro,
the other fifteen being dead in fo fhort a fpace of
- time; if he had fuflicient time to have reaped any
advantage from his plantation, he might have had
fome refource; but this not being the cafe, he was
obliged to act boldly ; this was to fell his plantation, |
in order to produce fome money, and to make another
fettlement in a diftant part. I fhall quote only this
fingle example, though it may be eafily imagined
there are many fimilar.

"The Makandalifts have furnithed fufficient proofs
of this, and have opened the eyes of the moft incre-
dulous. Tf{hall pafs over in filence the frequent re-

* Each planter has, or ought to have, an hofpital on his
plantation to lodge the fick.

volutions

*
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volutions and accidents from fire,” which are but
too frequent in a country, where the greateft part of
'~ the houfes confift only of wood, and are thatched :
fuch an accident ofien abforbs three years profits.
Such, gentlemen, is my general idea of thefe two
~ manufactures : if any circumftances have efcaped
- me, they are of fo little confequence, that they are
~ fcarce worth attention. It is true, that frequent ex-
perience may produce fome new difcoveries ; and if
any fhould reach my knowledge, I fhall take a par-
 ticular pleafure in communicating them to the pub-
 lic, if they are interefting. The indulgence that has
- been fhewn me in the favourable reception of my firft
- Effay upon the Indigo Manufacture, excited me to
undertake that upon Coffee ; and I doubt not but my
character of a planter has had fome fhare in my fuc-
cefs, and that the fame indulgence would not have
been fhewn a learned writer. Ifany faults have efcaped
me, they are at leaft excufeable in a man who isno
fcholar ; and if the fimplicity of my ftile diminifhes
the value of the work, this will, at leaft, be counter-
balanced by the truth that reigns throughout. Ire-
late nothing upon the hearfay of others. My refi-
dence for thirty-eight years upon the {pot, hath fur-
nifhed fuch experience as cannot be queftioned.

EnD of the TREATISE upon Correz,

P CON-
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CONCLUSION of the WORK,

BY WAY OF

SUPPLEMENT.

DO not flatter myfelfthat I {hall meet with general
I approbation in this {fupplement to the foregoing
hemoirs, as 1 certainly fhall not pleafe fuch perfons as
work upon different principles from thofe laid down
here. Neither do I propofe myfelf as a model to be
followed throughout, as the narrow limits of my
genius may eafily be traced ; wherefore Iam not fo
prefumptuous as to fancy I am infallible in all my
propofitions ; ‘and if my opinions fhould appear too
dogmatical, this is rather the efiet of my zeal than
felf.admiration. In a word, if I rifk any thing, the
advantage will not be on my fide, but for thofe who
have difcernment fuflicient to extract what is valuable,
and to rejet the fuperfluous. Perbaps it may be
imagined the cacoéthes feribendi has {feized me, apd
from an indifcreet zeal I have rendered myfelf tedious:
but even in this cafe I could find fome confolation, if,
at the fame time they think my production tirefome,
they reap fome profit from it.— 1 his is my object,
however harfh or incorret my ftile may be adjudg- -
ed. If this fhould be my lot, I {hall remind the rea-
der, 1 only promifed to inftruct, and not to enter-
tain him.
In this Conclufion I propofe to lay down fome
maxims relative to the prefervation of negroes, a cir-
cumftance
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cumfitance attended with a clear profit to the planter
and notwithftanding the picture I have juft given of
their evil genius is not very flattering, we are not the
lefs interefted in taking care of them, as appears from
the calculation 1 have juft made. I would, therefore,
propofe to the fteward, to take fpecial care never to
be in want of vegetables. Perhaps he wil fay, the
feafon will not fuffer their being planted ; to this I
antwer, thot it is only neceflary to have fome good
~caffada, banans, and yams, which grow throughout
the year, in defpite of the greateft drought. The yams
which are planted in May, June, and July, cannot
fail of a fuflicient quantity of rain; asto the other
- two vegetables, they will grow, let them have never
fo ittle of it. Thisis an eftablifhed principle that
will admit of no objetion, the application of which
enables us to nourith well our negroes, and they be-
coming therefrom robuft and ftout, entitle us to the
fervices they can perform in that {ituation, which,
however, we are too apt to over-rate. ‘I he flew-
ard, and all the inhabitants in general, begin by
making an exact inventory of the negroes, and, by
too frequent an error, calculate a revenue propor-
tioned to their number : he from thence concludes,
that he may boldly undertake fuch worksas the num-
ber of his negroes can perform , but overlooks the many
avocations they muft engage in. In the wathing-
days three or four black women are employed, which
18 the cafe every week. Negroes are engaged in di g-
ging caflada. Then negroes muft be fent to the pub-
hic works, an endlefs employment, in which the fick
cannot engage, when perhaps three or four in a
may fall ill, and many more muft be employed in
various works, the enumeration of which would

be tedious : in the mean while the main objeéts are
| negleted, the plantation is not properly attend-
ed to, and the planter muft neceffarily complain.

- He will confider his fteward as an ignorant fellow,
F 2 when
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when his only fault arifes from an error in calcula-
cion. He reckoned upon fifty negroes, and {hould
have built only upon forty (as there are always fome
ailing, either through age or infirmity) : there are
moreover a number of negro nuries, who lofe a fourth
part of the day. Wherefore confider all thefe circum-
{tances, and of courfe a tenth part of your negroes

may fafely be computed ufelefs.

How the new Negroes fhould be governed.

This is an object that requires much attention.
Thefe negroes are more capricious than thofe that
are trained, and want a difcipline ofa very different
kind, and more moderation. It is neceflary they
fhould have fome days of repofe to reftore them from'
the fatigues of their voyage ; and the fteward fhould be
particularly careful to provide beforehand a quantity
of provifions of all kinds, proportioned to the num--
ber of negroes expected. I fay they fhould be amply
provided for, as they may be confidered as fo many
infatiable gluttons. ‘They fhould not be fed wit
meat at firt, left they fhould take a diftafte to ve-
getables : this is a matter of great importance ; for
to this difguft fucceeds thofe diforders which are
frequently fatal. |

I lay it down as an invariable maxim, that it is
neceffary to have provifions of a1 kinds. In fall,
thefe new negroes are foon difgufted with the fame
{orts of eatables ; and if they do not find a change they
turn fulky and dull, and hence defertion may be
expefted *.  Sometimes they take to eating earth-

* When they defert they moftly takerefuge in the woods
and caves, where they live by rapine. Some of them are
fo much difpofed this way, that no punifhment can deter.
them, wherefore nothing but heavy chains can prove effec- |
tual. This method of chaftifing has often wrought a falu~ |
tary reformation. |

and
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and E_nﬁ:&s, which bring on incurable diforders that
terminate only with life.

They fhould frequently bathe, during their firft

_ . leifure days, as well to keep them clean as to relax

them. Some means fhould alfo be formed to ex-
hilirate them and make them forget the yoke of
flavery they are going to embrace, and which they
fhould be made to prefer to the free ftate from whence
they came, which is frequently very wretched.
A’ pipe and tobacco, a new drels, confifting of a
fhirt and waiftcoat of coarfe cloth, fhould be given
them, which make them fancy themfelves the hap-
pieft of men. Ambition once banifhed from their
thoughts, their ideas are all concentered in the wants
of animal life: it is not, therefore, aftonifhing, if
they think themfelves happy at fo cheap a rate. They
fhould be {paringly worked at firft, and not at
nights ; that is to fay, they fhould be exempted from
night-work, which the veterans periorm, at: leaft
for the three firft months, when their work is, by
degrees, infenfibly increafed. That they may not
be difgufted, fome care fhould be paid to the drefling
‘of their victuals, which fhould be given out to the
negroes appointed for that purpofe, who fhould be
 watched that they diftribute them equally, for the
firlt fix weeks; and in order to give them a kind of
emulation for work, they fhould be provided with
their little furniture, fuch as a kettle and a canaris,
or large pipkin : if the planter is liberal, to thefe may
be added 2 hen and a little fucking pig for their be-
ginning. A glafsof brandy fhould alionow and then be
diftributed to them, which enlivens them ; but t!lﬂrﬂ
is a manner of doing all this—they fhould be given
to underftand, they muft deferve all thefe boun-
ties. by their affiduity at work. If there be any.
lazy negroes among them, which 1s very frequent,
they fhould be deprived of all thefe benefactions : by

this means emulation will be fpurred in {fome, and
E 3 others
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others will frequently become laborious to deferve
the fame reward from their mafter ; let this be ob-
ferved in all the liberalities you fhew to them,
not to make a conftant practice of them, other-
wife they will confider them as their due, or at leaft
that they very richly deferved them : and on the other
hand, when they abufe your indulgence, feverit
thould be ufed to bring them to their duty ; by thefe
means you will produce good fubjeéts, and will not
be expofed to the lofles {uftained by many planters,
who often lofe five out of ten. The fteward thould
therefore conftantly enforce his orders, and admit of
no relaxation ; he thould carefully prevent their being
left to the difcretion of the old negroes, who are fre-
quently well pleafed to take upon them the care of
the new ones, to make them their fervants, by putting
them to the moft laborious work, which immediatel
difgufts the newcomers, who are extremely delicate
with refpect to being commanded or ill-treated by a
iellow-negro ;5 whilft, on the other hand, they aftec~
t1onately {ubmit to the grders of a white. |

'T'he fteward fhould alfo be careful that the chigar ¥
does not lay hold of the negroes ; it is very dangerous to
neglect this object : thofe whoare thus affected, fall
into a fthocking languid fiate, and nothing but the
cleanlinefs I recommended can prevent them being
attacked by this infect.

It 1s {carce conceivable how much thefe new ne-
groes try your patience ; they will frequently want
correction, and yet in thefe cafes you fhould ufe no-
thing but indulgence towards them : you muft repeat
the fame thing a hundred times, and difcriminate be-
. tween thofe who err through malice and ignorance :
to the latter you fhould be merciful, and fevere to

+ This is a fmall infet, that penetrates,inm the flefh,
and does great harm when not fpeedily extracted.

the
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the other, 1_.1rlm become good fubjeits merely by dint
of corretion ; lenity to the former prodiices all you
ean defire : but the number of them is very fmall
compared to the others; wherefore, though you
{hould rather be inclined towards mercy, you are
frequently obliged to make ufe of rigour : tzis will
prevail, and good negroes have more frequently been
made through fear, than by an ill-judged clemency
towards fuch perverfe difpofitions.  You fhould
reckon ayear’s apprenticefhip for each new negro, be-
fore he can yield you thofe fervices that you expect:
during this period you {hould reckon their work in
the general account, for if you increafe your work
upon the reinforcement of fuch a young beginner,
you will find your miftake and be the dupe of your
ewn calculation.

IPhat relates s the veteran Negroes.

Having thus difmiffed the new-comers, we fhall
now return to the veterans, in order to define them.
"Thefe are acquainted with the work they fhould per-
form, and they only require being kept at it ; if
they fhould relax, they fhould be brought-to by chai-
tifement : this is the moft certain method ; but it
fhould always be proportioned to the neglect or
erime. For inftance, drunkennefs, which is the fource
of quarrelling, fhould be rigoroufly punifhed in its
infancy, in order to extirpate it, and prevent all do-
meftic quarrels. If any negro complains :}gmpﬁ
another, it is your part to determine, and do juftice
to the aggrieved ; but this fhould always be done
with the utmoft impartiality 5 and if they fhould be
both in fault, they fhould both fuffer the punifhment
'~ they merit, and they will be both fatisfied, whilft i_:h_f:
feeds of difcord are exterminated. Such is the {pint

of a negro.

F 4 Here:
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Here follows a propofition that will not be relifhed
by every planter, as they do not all equally under-
ftand their refpeCtive intereft. For my part, I
am of a different opinion, and think it a good prin-
ciple,

It cannot be imagined that two hours work is not
an advantage ; yetl am going to prove the contrary,
withoutadvancing a paradox. It will eafilybe perceived
that I mean to fupprefs all night work. I fhall firfk
aik, if a negro who has performed a good day’s work,
does not require reft all night, inftead of retrenchinga
fourth partof it in work, whilft another fourth is taken
up in preparing and drefling victuals. Scarceis he gone
to reft before day-break appears, and he muit rife,
at a time when two hours mifapplied in watching
would have repaired all the fatigues of the preced-
ing day, with which he is ftill overwhelmed. He
inuft now go to work—but where is his vigour? and
if he continues to go on fo every day, muft not his
{trength foon be exhaulted 7 Can it be fuppofed thefe
people are made of brafs, and that inceflant labour
will not deftroy them? Such then are the fruits of
working at night: lefs work done in the day-time,
and the negroes falling to decay; whereas a negro
that has had his proper reft, and isfull of vigour,
1n the day-time, and continues robuft, to an extreme
old age, or at leaft this was the cafe formerly : but
at prefent they are invalids at thirty or forty. The
planters will tell you, they have earned the price of
others ; be it fo, ’tis certain, however, we find it often
difhicult to keep up the number of our flaves.

This objection will perhaps be anfwered, that by
employing them at night you prevent them going a-
broad ; but this is impoflible, if they are refolved

i : upon
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upon it. In this cafe, from double fatigue *, they
will be ftill lefs able the next day to do their duty,
than him who has only amufed himfeif in walking ;
and if the planters were careful in allotting every one a
female, their rendezvous would be lefs frequent, and
. another advantage would refult from it, in the num-

ber of their offspring, which would repay with ufury
the lofs of the old negroes.

“The fteward fhould be careful to guard the negroes
from the inclemency of the air, and have little
thatched houfes at proper diftances to fhelter them
from tie rain.. How lamentable it is to fee negroes
who have no cloaths to cover their nakednefs, ex-
poled to the injuries of the weather and the night
colds, without a covering, extended upon a couple
of planks, by the fide of alittle fire of cow-dung for
want of fuel, and which cannot communicate heat
{ufficient to warm their bellies and ftomach. A little
humanity does not fpoil a negro: befides, if he a-
bufes it, the remedy I have.already pointed out
is eafy.

" There is nothing more pernicious to health, than
being conftantly in the rain. Wherefore a glafs of
brandy fhould not be refuled a negro, whofe vigour
has been hurt by cold :"do not let him make a cuftom
of drinking brandy, and you rifk nothing : the ap-
prehenfion of {poiling a negro thould not prevent our
affording him afliftance in time of need : if he has:
an inclination for drink, it is eafy to prevent it,

1 might expatiate ftill farther upon this matter ; but
left I thouldtire thereader, I have only laid before him

# Hence arife fluxions of the ftomach, which are fo com-
mon from thefe meetings and vigils; for farthe greater.
part of negroes perifh from diforders of thelungs.

F g what
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The fingular - Metamorphofis of an Infect
called the Mahocat.

Doubt not but the phznomenon, of which I am

going to write, will be confidered by many as
fabulous, and I muft naturally acknowledge, that'l
fhould have been of the fame opinion, if [ werenot con-
convinced of the contrary, by the indubitable tefti-
mony of feeing and feeling }(t is' true that. this 1s
fuch a prodigy, that it feems equally to thock truth
and good fenfe ; it is neverthelefs a truth I can attefl.
This animal is a worm, quite white, about the fize
of one’s thumb ; its: head is very. dark brown, . or
black, with two rows of feet under the belly: it is
ufually very fat, and its fkin is fo fine that it is
tran{parent. 'This is the fame infect as is called at
Martinico the palmift-worm, which the imhabitants
of that ifland eat with pleafure ; though in my opinion
its.figure 1s fufhiciently difgufting ; . but when antipa-
thies are {furmounted, everything 1s good. 1 found
one of thefe mahocats in an old trunk of a tree, that
had been rotten for fome years ; the animal was petri-
fied, of the confiftency of a pummice-ftone, full of
pores ; it was no way damaged ; each cf its feet as -
well as its beard, were furnithed with roots of five
or fix lines in length, forming branches nearly re-
fembling the branches of a ftag’s horn: it had not.
yet any trunk or branches ; but according to all ap-
pearance, it wou!d not be long before they were
formed. I attentively infpected this nn1;nnl,+ when
my negm-cc:mmander canie up to me: {urprifed as
he was at my aftonifhment, e made me compre- -
hend, that what I faw was nothing but the effect of
nature ; that he had feen feveral in his country be-

come {hrubs three feet high, the leaves of which re-
' 6 fembled .
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fembled a plant which he inftantly fhewed me, and

which approaches pretty near toa walnut-tree.

Let naturalifts confult the principles of their {yftem
upon fo ftrange a phznomenon, in whofe hands 1
leave its inveftigation ; being contented with admir-
ing it, and carrying home the animal, where feveral
have contemplated it : but having put it in a tin
box, one of my children, about four or five years old,
had the curiofity to take up the box in my abfence,
and lofe the animal. I then greatly regretted having
poftponed the defign I propofed, of having the figure
of it drawn. If the reader fhould have any fufpicion
concerning the certainty of the fact, 1 beg he wili
refleét one moment upon the fincerity that reigns
throughout my work, and he will be of opinion that
I would not bhaveconcluded it with a falfity, which,
{o far from embellifhing, would have disfigured it.

ADVERTISESMMEN'T,

Relative to feveral Letters addreffed to the Authory con-
cerning the Opinions occafioned by bis IV ork.

M Y little lucubrations having produced various

letters, I thought I fhould not difpleafe my
readers by communicating fome of them at the end
of thefe memoirs. One writer among the reft has
thought proper to condemn my obfervations upon the
Culture of Coffee, in {fubftituting his own, which he
judges better. I thinkI have anfwered his objetions
in a manner to convince him, that they ought not to
alter my opinion. But this difquifition I {hall leave to
the judgment of the impaitial reader, which fhall
determine on whofe fide reafon lies.

Yort
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Fort Dauphin, April 10, 1540q.
SR, P !.p » 1749

Y OU could not have conferred a greater pleafure

on me, than by the gratification I have received
from the fequel of your Complete Indigo-maker; I
haveread the whole with infinite fatisfattion. Tho*
my works are not liable to all the inconveniencies that
you have fo judicieufly depicted in your book, I can-
nothelp profiting from the ineftimable and well written.
contents. It cannot fail pleafing both our planters
and men of letters ; the firfl, by the ufeful inftruc-
tions they will derive from it ; and the fecond, by the
fenfe and the fhrewdnefs of your obfervations. Your
ftyleis delicate ; truth is not obfcured by difgufting
fictions ; every thing is clear and and di€ated by rea«
fon. The judgment of one of our fatyrical poets,,
a great mafter in the art of writing, may with juftice
be applied to you. :

Omne tulit punitum, qui mifcuit utile dulei 5

““ He (fays Horace) will always carry the prize
who can blend the ufeful with the agreeable.”

Such, fir, is myopinion of your work, and whichs,
Y imagine, will coincide with the fentiments of all
men of fenfe ; my {uffrage is but of little confequence
to a man like you, whofename alone is a fufficient elo-
gium: but I always glory in acknowledging merit,
wlterever I find it, and being its conftant admirer.
I am, with all poflible friendfhip and efteem.

Sir, your’s, &c.

(Signed) GAUDON,

Anfwer
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Anfwer.
SIR,

YOU are very liberal when you chufe to pay a com-
pliment to your friends, or thofe you honour
with your efteem.. AsI dared not rank myfelf among
the number of the former,, you will, 1 hope, allow
me to flatter- myfelf that I hold fome rank among the
latter. In this beliefI fhall a& with my ufual frank- -
nefs, and will ingenuoufly acknowledge, that the
abundant praife you beftow upon my little eflay
would appear to me fomewhat fufpicious, if I did.
not know. that novelty has a right to pleafe every.
where : it muft neceffarily have made a ftrong im--
preffion. on your mind, to produce elogiums {o far
above the merit of the work; but it 1s fufficient
to be honoured with your efteem to obferve, that you .
ftudy to exalt the perfons concerned, as well as their
works. For my part, being conicious that Iam very
diftant from that perfetion you are pleafed to afcribe -
to my little performance, you muft not be furprifed
at the flight impreflion the favourable opinion you.
have conceived of it, makes upon my mind. I fhall
not, however, now omit teflifying how fenfible I am
of your politenefs, and the obligations conferred upon .
me, as well as affuring you of the real attachmeng
with which I have the honour to be,

S1IR,
- AApr. 11, 1748. . Your’s, &c. E, M.

Limonade, June 15, 1751..

5. IR,
I AM highly fenfible of your attention, and thank -
* you for your complaifance, in fending me the.

Complete Indigo-Maker. I have read it with iglca-.
ure,
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fure, and find it very inftru@tive. Tt muft, doub
. te

lefs be very ufeful to this colony. I return i’t Y[?llll by

the bearer. I have the honour to be, mofl fincerely,

S IR,
Your’s, &c.

FRANCOIS DE LA VIVIAUD,

STR, Mocha, Jan. 26, 17¢8.

I HAVE read your MS. upon the Culture of

_ Coffee ; the experience you have. acquired by
thirty years practice*, does not fuffer the juftnefs of
your remarks to be doubted ; but as fomething more
than mere exa&tnefs is neceflary, permit me to add
my remarks to yours. I imagine you are exempted
from the partiality of authors, who are apt to confider
a reader’s obfervations as criticifms. '

The utility that may be derived from your worlk,
~will induce many to. tranfcribe it, that they may al-
ways have an experienced. guide at hand ; they may
allo retrench or increafe it; ory perhaps, both; but
they will not diminifh- the glory, you have acquired
from the firft notions you have given of the culture
of coffee. Notwithftanding the ingratitude of Ame-
ricanus Vefpafins, towards Chriftopher Columbus,

* As my little treatife upon the Culture of Coffee, ap,
peared detached from the Complete Indigo-Maker ; and as
it 1s there mentioned towards the end, that thirty years ex-
“perience thould remove every doubt concerning the obfer-
vations, made upon the whole, which includes the two trea-
tifes, Tam compelled to acknowledge, that fome confufion
may from thence arife, with refpet to Coffee, as I had
fcarce three years experience, when the fancy took me of
throwing together iy remarks upon that head for the

amulement of my countrymen, *
¢
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the remoteft pofterity will be fenfible that the difco-
very of America is to be afcribed to the latter. I
could quote other examples, but your modefty would
be hurt; and we will, therefore, enter upon the
{ubject. . -
 Coffee was difcovered, according to the Maronite:
Tufla Niceronne*, by the prior of a convent, after
he had been informed by a man who had the care of
fome goats, that he often faw his herd awake, and
leap all night. This information from the fhep-
herd induced the prior to make an effay upon the vir-
tue of this grain in preventing fleep. He at firft ufed
it, to prevent the monks (who. are naturally lazy)
fleeping at matins.

You are of opinion, fir, that a plenty of Coffec
would greatly reduce its prices experience would in-.
duce us to believe that this could not happen. About.
thirty years ago there were very few {ugar-works ;
fugar was then very cheap: the manufacture has in-
creafed, and the price alfo. What then hath occa-
fioned this revolution ?—the intereft of commerce.
At that time twenty [hips were fuflicient to furnifh
the neceflaries this colony required, and export its.
produce : now upwards of a hundred are required
for the town of the Cape, and its dependencies: a.

reater number will be wanting when the Coffee 1s
produced in greater quantities. Fear not the induftry
of commerce ; if the meichants did not khow how
to difpofe of your Coffee, they would not fend for
jt. Are you afraid that yow will want fhips? If you
refle@t upon the advantage derived to the nation from
maritime COmMmErce, your apprehenfions will vanifh.

It cannot be conceived that Coftee, at ten fols, will .
not produce above fix net profit: you cal ~ulate the ex~
pence at two-fifths ; but it does not amount to fo

# Vide Dictionary of Trevoux.
much
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much : for. example, 2001b. of Coffee, at ten fols
- per pound, will produce 100 livres in money.

L
100 0O
From whencededuct the expence as follows:
: + T
Paflage - - - £c: 1§

Commiffion, at 21 per cent. sibtia o

A horfe two days - - s 2 0

Two facks, at 36 fols each, which

. ufually make 6 voyages - } 3 10

The expence of wainage cannotbe
calculated I fuppofe - - E

———— 12 1§

All the expences paid, there remain of _
Me ool - - - } By §

Notey A livre is ten-pence halfpenny fterling.

~ This calculation clearly proves, that the expences
do not amount to a feventh part ; I don’t mean to con-
clude from thence, that a great fortune is to be made
but a Elanter may live as well as a fubftantial tradef-
man, bring up his family, and leave his heirs the
foundation of a fortune.

Though the root of the Coffee may be damaged,
the tree will not perith, if, as foon as it is perceived
to turn yellow, it is cut about four inches from the
ground ; the fap ifluing no further, will form freth
- branches in the firft trunk: his is not, however,

without exceptions ; for if the ftump hath no branch
or twig left to communicate nourithment, it will pe-
rifh before the fap has formed one :

After the Coffee has produced four crops (which
is known by the fading of the leaves) and there is

no longer plenty of fap, the tree muft be cut as
' | above :
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above: what rifk is there ? As it produces no longer,,
it is better to have a chance for two good crops.

Inftead of lopping the flowers, fome knots: of the
fh:rck {hould be cut off, immediately after thc Coffee
is gathered, and the fap will fpread itfelf more plen-
tifully in the branches that remain, and make. others
grow, which fometimes bear fruit the fame year. It
is not true that fmall fruit grows only on old trees, it
depends much on the foil : this may be {feen in the
neighbourhood of the Great River, where the ground
is very light. 1

You imagine that the water which remains 1in the
holes produces a good effect : but you have not de-
termined whether you mean before or after the Coftee’
1s planted.

Thofe who plant at three or four feet diftance, have
not, doubtlefs, good ground : and in this cafe, when
they ftop their Coffee, at the height of about five
feet, they will avoid.-the inconveniencies, that you ob-
ferve very juflly. :

The manner of digging holes with a louchét is to be:
preferred in ftony grounds, as it clears the ftones:
‘which would otherwife prevent the layer from pe-
netrating. Moreover, the iron tool does not deter-
mine the depth of the hole. You feem inclined to:
prefer planting during the north winds ; the frequent
rains feem to be the motives. Our fentiments are dif-
ferent,as I fhould always prefer planting from April to:
Auguft ; and this is my reafon. Coffee layers planted.
in April, &c. having but fourteen months to the
Auguft of the fucceeding year, the laft month of
their bloflom, cannot produce much, till the year
after : two years have then elapled, and they are fuf-
ficiently vigorous to bring their fruit to maturity:
whereas Coffee planted at the end of the yeat, hav-
ing twenty months to blollom in to the time of
d.i%cuntinuing in the fecond year, and not having yet

acquired,|
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acqnired that vigour which they - derive from age,
they cannot bring their fruit to maturity ; or if they
do, the fap is almoft abforbed, the tree becomes fle-
rile during two years, and fometimes perifhes in the
third. In a word, if T were to plant during the
north winds, it would be becaufe I could not do
better. You admit that peafe, rice, and maize may
be planted in the Coffee-grounds ; but experience
has taught me, that by planting nothing we fhould
do better ; our lands are not good enough to nourith
fo many things at once; it being certainly de-
prived of what the peas, rice, and maijze gain: be-
fides, if there were no vegetables among the Coffee,
we might weed much fafter ; and if vegetables were
planted in a ground fet apart for themfelves, they
would be planted nearer, and of courfe the weeds
could not injure them,

A planter who has fixty acres of land well
managed, has enough to work upon for fifty °
years. Suppofe he begins with twenty negroes, and
that he clears the two firft years ten acres; that he
plants half of it with Coffée ; he will have 40,000
layers of Coffee, and the remainder in negroes huts,
vegetable grounds, and favannahs; let him then clear
every other year a fpot of ground to plant 10,000
layers of Coftee and. vegetables: let him rehgmuﬂfy
obferve this rule, and he will certainly have land fuf-
ficient for upwards offilty years, and hisgrandfon will
find it fo

When there is any blafted Coffee, you muft thake
the tree before you begin to gather, otherwife a great
deal muft be culled : if, however, there is any good
Coffee among the blafted, and the crop fhould not
be plentiful, it thould be gathered firft ; but I know
from experience, that you are but ill requited for
the time thus employed. :

Coffee is not ripe all at once, becaufe it does not

foflt together.
bloflom all together I think
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I think it much better that all the negroes fhould
fhare the fatigue every night, than to except a part,
whilft the others are at reft : this, however, is a mat-
ter of opinion.

If Coffec is eafily wathed by being fermented all
night, it will wafh® ftill more eafily by letting it fer-
ment till the next night: the longer the fermenta-
tion, the gum will more eafily feparate : by this means
the negroes will have no occafion to rile before day,
which is a very material object.

After the Coffee is winnowed, it is expofed to the
{un; to which I add, as it is not entirely cleared of
the pellicle which adheres too clofely, it fhould be
fhut up quite hot, and at the end of three or four
days expofed again to the fun; then put again into.
the mortar, the pellicle will then go off more re-
gularly, and the Coffee become infinitely finer.

Among the number of Coffee-trees I have cut, I
have found fome put out three branches at each knot 5
in the fame layers others have only two branches.
I fhould be glad to have thisaccounted for.

Such, fir, are the remarks I have the honour to
communicate to you; I fhould be glad to be near
{ou, to profit of your manner of cultivating Coffee.

ftand in need of fo. great a mafter ; but the diftance
between us will not prevent me (with your leave)
waiting upon you for inftru€tions., I have the honour
to be, with the greateft confideration,,

GRAIMPRE

Anfwer.
Feb. 1, 1758.
SIR,
THE honour of your correfpondence would have
highly flattered me two years ago, when my

fight was perfet; fince then, a gutta [erena has fo
far |
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far debarred me of it, that I cannot read any writing,
ot even my owm, writing only mechanically, and
by habit: you muft not therefore, fir, expedt a re.
gular anfwer to your obfervations, which require
fome attention, and more particularly the benefit of
the eyefight: when you have nothing b_ettf:r to en-
gage yourfelf, you may honour me with a vifit; :
when I may perhaps, explainto you wiva woce, what
you defire me to acquaint you with. What you may
learn with greater certainty is the perfe& efteem with
which I have the honour to be,

S IR,

Your’s, &c.

E. M.
When T wrote upon the Culture of Coffee, I had

- not three years experience; it was only a fequel to
the Complete Indigo-Maker, and to fill a volume. I
am fenfible it has more the appearance of a defcription,
than a regular treatife ; nor did I intend it thould ap-
pear without corretion ; but man propofes, and God
difpofes : it was, asI have before obferved, nothing
but a fketch for the amufement of my countrymen.

A pofitive Anfwer to the Objections made by M. Graimpré.
S 1R,

H AVING fomewhat recovered my fight within
thefe eighteen months, I have lately perufed
feveral letters I found in a corner of my bureau, and
by chance one of your’s; and after the perufal, find-
ing myfelf capable of partly fatisfying you, I made
the following refieCtions upon your obfervations.
As each perfon thinks his own way beft, mine can-
not chime in with the fentiments of €Very one ; nor
did I ever expect it; which may be eafily compre-

hended



§18 oo U@ LoFE MEN T.
hended in the {tyle of my little work, and particu-
larly in the Culture of Coffee, where I only propofed
my opinion with {ubmiflion to the reader, and with-
out pretending to prefcribe it in preference to others.
I had not three years experience, as I have had the
honour to obferve to you, when the fancy tock me
of throwing my remarks upon paper. Whether the
original has been mutilated, I know not ; but in the
copy which is before me, I find {fentiments that are
not agreeable to mine. Be this as it may, I {hall en-
deavour to anfwer precifely to your obfervations ; and
if I do not entirely agree with you, fir, do not ima-
gine it is becaufe your ideas differ from mine, or that
I propofe cenfuring them. |
You fet out with acquainting me with the fabulous
hiftory of Coffee difcovered by goats, quoted in the
Di&ionary of Trevoux ; tho’ I was perhaps acquainted
with this ftory before you, I was very careful how 1
introduced it ; though 1t might happen that the goats,
by the attraction of fruit on which they feafted with
leafure, were the firlt caufes of its _C?;ﬁ:ﬂ\’ﬂl'}?, S,
Eut that the prior of the convent fhould make the
trial upon his monks (fuppofing them lazy) to know
the virtues of Coffee in preventing fleep, appears very
fabulous.—Tell me, pray fir, how he prepared it, in
order to know immediately the effects, at a time he
muft have been completely ignorant of fuch a berry?
You think my apprehenfions are groundlefs, when
Ifay that a glut of Coffee would certainly reduce the
price : experience has but too clearly evinced the
danger, and I am certain you will never fee Coffee
- again fold at twenty and thirty fols a pound, as it was
heretofore. Whatever you may fay with refpeét to
¢ommerce, this manufacture is but a {fupplement to
the others. I will, however, agree with you, that the
moft confiderable planters will always find their ac-

count in it.
. You
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You fay that Coffee at 10 d. muft produce more
‘than 6d. net profit, whereupon you frame an ima-
ginary calculation. But if you will pay a little at-

. tention you will find your error to be greater than

mine.

I
_ Youf{et down fifteen fols for the expence of freight;
though you know our facks do not exceed a hundred
weight, and that twenty fols per fack is often paid ;
tho’ our merchants pay only fifteen. A horfe two days
you flate at three livres fix fols; but no bo
- would perform the wainage for lefs than twelve
livres perload, though itis but a day’s work.

You are mnot ignorant that we have ware-houfes
in the plains, at the foot of the mountains ; from
whemee the load is carried by wheelbarrows to the
place of embarkation, at the rate ofa fo] per pound,
which, according to me and Bareme, amounts to fhifty
livres. per thoufand. I have feen planters at Don-
don, to whom Coffee delivered at the Cape had al-
ready coft out of their pockets three fols per pound,
before they had paid the commiflion ; wherefore
Coffee being at ten fols, is not the profit fuflicient to
live like 2 good tradefman, bring up a family, and
leave to one’s heirs the foundation of a fortune, as

you exprefs it ?

f the root of the Coffee be damaged, you will
have a great deal of trouble to recover it, whatever
care you may take to cut it; if jt buds,, it will
weaken in proportion as the buds grow ; and it is
ten to one that they perith in the firft crop.

You are of opinion that the Coffce-trees {houid be
cut after the fourth crop ; but mine on the contrar
is, that this operation will exhauft them ; the greate
part will fail ; thofe which promifed the moft, wij]

do the fame in the firft crop, if you do not take care
~ to leave no more wood than they require to fructify in
moderation. The moft certain methed, in my opi-

nion,
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nion, is to leave them on foot as they are, during. ;
their fterility ; lop off only fo much ‘wood as ap-
pears {uperflucus, keep them very clean, and you
wiil find your advantage. ' P
Initead of firipping the flowers, &c. Lhave nothing
to fay upon this head ; confult my memoirs, you
will there find my thoughts upon the fubject ; if you
do not find any thing upon it in your’s, you may re=
cur to the original. b ST el
You are right when you fay, old trees only do=
not produce the little Coffee,: this I experienced fince §
‘mv firflt obfervations, and have feen fome that far ex-
ceeded that of the young layers. This may be
afcribed to the irregulariry of the feafons, rather
than the foil, as this happens only in certain
years. -
‘Whether the water remains before or after the Cof-
fee is planted, the plant does not reccive lefs coolnefs
from it, which Iaffert is falutary, as this fame cool-.
nefs prevents its fading.

With refpect to what I fay concerning planters,
who plant at three or four feetdiftance, you conclude
from thence that the foil is ungrateful ; to which you
add that in this cafe you advife ftopping the growth of
the Coffee layers at the height of five feet: I am forry
to tell you, that here you are greatly miftaken. Iam
certain that a layer of Coffee of this height (unlefs it
be in a very deep ground) would not produce two
years fuccel'[l:vel}r. If you have a mind to confult the,". §
original thereupon, you will fee the very oppofite to
your opinion fupported by very plaufible reafons.

Your manner of making holes in {tony grounds is
very juft : I fhould want fenfe to condemn it : I made
this obfervation for thofe only, who indifcriminately
plant in all kinds of foils. .

Next isan article, which, if I miftakenot, isfounded

more in prejudice than reafon : you are aftonithed
| | {fhould

i m et SR
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+thould - beinclined to.plant during the ‘norsh-winds.

. Befides -the reafon I have afhgned, 1 could deftroy
-¥our’s in an.inflant ; and, as% may fay, defaat you
- with your-own weapons. You there lay it down. as a
‘prineiple, ,that Coftee planted at the end of the year
- having twenty months of bloffom in the fecond year,
,;pmd;;geé_;,plentifull}r_.; and-that.not having yet attained
that vigour which age communicates, their fruit can-
Aot attain maturity. - When did you ever find - that
- the firft:crop occafioned the leat damage to the tree
- The plant is fo vigorous at that age, and produces fo
 Jittle, that it.imitates in verdure the laurel : it is not,
showever, the fame at the fecond crop, when the
layer 15 in its full force, and is fo laden with fruit,
that it bends under its own weight, and is in great
danger of perithing. Itis toavoid this accident, that
1 advife it thould be ftopped at t «o feet and a half, or
- three feet at the utmoft ; for I have affigned an unan-
{werable reafon, if I am not miftaken. If it is not
i your copy, you wil! find it in the original,
You think I.am in an error, when Iallow the plant-
-ing of rice, peafe, and maize, between the rows of
the Coffee-trees, whilft they are growing ; but with
your-leave, this is not taking the literal fenfe of my
principles, to confound all together : when I fay that
a row of maize, or of rice, between a row of Coffce
at fix feet diftance, cannot any way prejudice the
treey I cannot think any planter will differ with me,
put. that ke will join with me to profit of uncultivated
-land, which cofts him much more to maintain when
~entirely uncovered, on account of the greater quan-
—rtity of weeds to be taken away.
gas; 7 You fay that a planter who has fixty fquare acres of
¥ 1i6d, hath 2 fufliciency for fifty years. I refer you,
P fir, to, your own diftrict, where, I believe, Caff:.:g
: ~has riot been cultivated upwards of fifteen years, if

you except the three firft p'anters ; therg are few who
g pollels
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pofiefs lefs than one hundred acres of land ; now pay

attention to the enormous clearings in fo fhort a time,

and I am perfuaded you will be convinced of your er-
ror. '"Toutée Sante Sufanne, which was peopled fome

years before, hath fcarce any land left to cultivate ; fo

far from the planters leaving any for their grandchil-

dren, there remains nothing for their own children

but barren favannahs.

Since I ftopped my Coffee at the height mentioned,,

I have had none that have been fcalded, which proves

" the method to be a good one, and that the layer will

produce no more fruit than the fap can nourith. As
foon as it is perceived that the Coffee is inclined to
feald, c:a third of each branch which is injured that
ioment, and you will thereby prevent its drying.

You are of opinion, that it were better to em-
pioy all the negroes at once, without al'owing a part
toreft. You do not then attend to the limited num-
ber employed, the overplus being unneceflary.

There is another contradiction, of which I cannot
help reminding you, where you fay the more the
Coffee ferments, the better it feparates from the gum:
in this I agree with you ; but if you wait till the
next day to perform the operation, you will interrupt
the crop, and fuffer by this delay ; and if you wait
till the next night, you run the rifk of having your
Coffce heated, which will blacken or redden it very
much. ]

Your method of putting the Coffee againin the mor-
tar, when it has attained a certain degree of perfec-

tion, is eligible, and cannot fail of delivering the Cof-

_iee fiom its pellicle, and embellithing the quality.

Your laft article is not eafily underftood ; nature in
her produtions often baffles our niceft obfervations,
notwithftanding the bafis of the moft conftant prac-

tice. It is not more extraordinary to fce a layer of
Coffce
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aan&a‘ﬁﬁ'P-TsiﬁN of the PLATE.

~ The Steep er{he:mld‘be toFeet long, g wideyand gdeep.
- The an:er {hould: hf:ré Feet wide, g dﬁcp, and:6 long..

“A. "The Steeper.

B. The Beater.

“C. The Recei.ver.,_ i

Th.ci 1 g, .
. “Crooked Timbers.-
The Buckets.
The Horn.
. The Rake.
. The Rack.
. The Opening.
Trough for conveying Water..
g. The Bars.
10. Negroes carrying Bags.
11. Stand for the Boxes.
12. The Drying-houle.
13. Damfel,
14. Calebath for emptying the Indigo into the Bags.
15. The Overfeer.

There is 2 Damfel placed in each Mortife of the Bars,.,
having 7 or 8 Holesin it, through which a Pin
goes, higher or lower, according to the Quantity
of Hesb in the Steeper..
















