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The Magnificence and Glory of which

was formerly the Admiration of all

EuroprxE.

Giving an Account of its firft Founders, the Means
whereby it rofe to fo much Glory, the bigh Veneration
it was held in by both Chbriftians and Infidels, the im-
menfe Riches given to it by Kings, Queens, and
Emperors, the Holy Men who liv’d in it, and many c-
ther curious Pari wufar:, collected from Sir William Dug-
dale, Bithop Ujber, Bithop Gedwyn, Mr. Hearne, Biﬂzup
Lanner, and other learned Men.

To which is added,

An Accurate Account of the Properties and Ufes of the
MINERAL WATERS there,

Confirmed by proper Experiments : With fome Direélions in what
Manner they fhould be made Ufe of, fo as to be moft fer-
viceable : and an authentick Account of mainy remarkable
Cures perform’d by them with Remarts.
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TOWN and ABBEY

LB

GLASZ7ONBURT.

#4263 H E Revolutions and Changes of Em-

pires, Kingdoms, Cities and Towns, are
¥ g' {fo extraordinary, that they feem in-
ste tended to inftruét us, “ 7 .bcz: the Moft
e ¢ High ruleth over all, that His King-
LR "“ ““ dom alone is an evexlafting Kingdom ;
~ *“ and that all Human Glory is but a

¢ Shadow which paffeth away ;> {o that was it not for Hif-
tory, the mightieft Empires, the Id#geft Cities, and the moft
ftupendous and magnificent Works would not, after a
Courfe of Years, be known ever to have exifted. Sulfh
£ 2 as
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has been the fad Fate of that once moft magnificent
Flace of which we are now going to write ; for though
its very Ruins are fo grand, that they fill us with Admira-
tion and Wonder, and give us fome Idea of what it
was; when in its Glory, yet it is from Hiftory alone that
we can gain a more exaét and perfect Knowledge of it; at
what Time it was firft built, and by whom; by what Means
and Degrees it arofe to fo great Splendor ; the pious and
holy Perfons that dwelt within its facred Walls ;5 the high
Veneration paid to.it by all Earcpe, and hLow, alas! it
i1s become a Heap of Ruins,

Several of the moft ingenious and learned Men in this
Kingdom, fuch as Sir #illiam Dugdale, the famous. Bi-
thop Uker, the learned Bithop Gedwyn, and Bithop Tan-
ner, have employed their  Pens to refcue it from Obli-
vion, by giving as particular and exact an Account of it,
as the greateft Diligence and Pains could collect ; and
we purpofe to gather from all thefe famous Writers
whatever is material, fo as to make this a compleat Hiftory

of the fo much famed Abbey of Glaffondury.

Of the Original of the Teown of Glafton-
bury ; the Derivation of its Name,
and its firft Inhabitants, &c.

H E old Britains called this Place Ymfwitrin

& which afterwards the Sawons interpretedinto Glafi-
onbury, or the Town of Glafs, fo called on Account of
the River’s encompafling the Marfh,. as clear as Chrys-
tal, and, as it were, of the Colour of Glafs. It was
likewife called Avalonia, or the Ifle of Avalon : It had the
Name of an Ifland, on Account of being formerly en-
clofed about by a deep: Marth 5 and A4ualon, cither from
' the -



(85
the Britifh Word Avala, fignifying an Apple, becaufe

ivabounded with Apple Trees, when it was clear’d from
Wood and Buthes, and firft made habitable, or elfe from
one Avallon, who was once Lord of that Territory. We
have an Account in the ancient Accounts of the Bri-
tons, &c. that twelve Brothers came from the Northern
into the Weftern Parts of Britain, and poflefled them-
{elves of {everal Countries, which their Great Grandfather
Cuneda had held : The Names of thefe Brothers were Lud-
nerb, Morgen, Catgue, Catbmou, Morguid, Morviencth,
Morchel, Mouant, Boten, Morgen, Mortineil, andGlafteing:
This is that Glafteing, who following his Sow, found her
- fuckling her Pigs under an Apple-Tree near this Place ;
and he finding the lfland to abound in all Neceffaries, fet-
tled there with his Family, and there ended his Days :
From him and his Family that-Place is faid to have
been firft peopled.---This is taken from the old  Books
of the Britons. : !

Of the Abbey of Glaftonbury.

H E ingenious Mr. Stevens, in his Continuation of

Sir William Dungdale’s Hiftory of Abbeys and
Monafteries, {peaks of this Abbey as follows :
¢ Of this Abbey, fo much celebrated throughout the Chrif~
tian World, too much cannot be faid, being a Subjett for
whole Volumes, as we fee fome have been compiled of
other Churches, inferior to this in Antiquity, and many
other Particulars. This was (notwithftanding the ground-
lefs Cavils of fome Criticks) one of the firft Places where
Chriftianity may be faid to have had a Settlement ; and
though the Poffeflion was perhaps for fome Time inter-
rupted by the Perfecutions of the Reman Empetors, yet
as foon as ever the Faithfull began to breath again, they
again refarted to this Place, as peculiarly dedicated to God:

It
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Jt was even honoured by ‘the Britifh, Saxon, Danifb and
Norman Kings, and never ceafed to have the fame Vene-
ration paid to it, till it fell by "the Hands of facrilegious
Men, to fupply (among  the reft) the: boundlefs Profu-
fion of King Henry VIH:who ftill affuming the Name of
a Chriflian, overthrew as many facred Structures, as if he
had been a Heathen, Goth. or Vandal :---But thefe Re-
fleCtions may be ungrateful to many, who cannot or will
not diftinguith between Sacrilege and Reformation, and
therefore look upon the Deftruction of Churches, and
other Places dedicated to Ged, as Heroick Aftions, and
glory in converting the nobleft Struétures (which ci-
viliz'd Heathens would have fpared, on Account of their
Magniﬁcence) into Barns and Stables, and into Heaps of
Rubbifh, as this once wonderful Fabrick is at prefent ; of
elfe in conveying away that very Rubbifh, that no Me-
mory may remain of fuch facred Piles as has happened in
many other Places. - ---------- We therefore now
proceed to the Hiftory of this Abbey, and we fhall here
give the following Account of the fame from that re-
nowned antient Writer, #illiam of Malm/bury.”

The Church of GLASTONBURY founded
by rwelve Difciples of the LpoftlesSt.
Philip and Jacob.

: FTER the Afcenfion of our Lorp, the Priefts
of the Fews, with the Scribes and Pharifees, raifing

a Perfecution at Ferufalem againft the Faithful, and ha-
ving put to Death Siephen the Protomartyr, the reft were
all difperfed into feveral Nations, to preach the Word
of God. St Philip, as Freculus teftifies, Lib. 2. Chap.
4. proceeding into the Country of the Framks, converted
and baptized many 3 and being zealous to propagate the -
Faith,
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Faith, chofe. twelve of his Difciples; -and laying  Hands
on them, fent them to declare the Incarnatmn of the Son |
of God in Britain : Over thefe he appointed his peculiar
Friend, Fofepb of Aﬂmatbm, who buried our Loxd,
Chief or Head, Thefe coming into Britain in the Year
of the Incarnation of our Lord, 63,-and after his Paﬂlon,
31y boldly preached the Faith ﬂf C.&ry} ;

King Aviragus, who “then r-f.-lgm:d ht:re, hearing fuch
ftrange and betore unhear’d of Doctrine, Tefufed 1to admit
of the fame, or to depart from the Traditions of his
Fore-fathers 5 but 'in Regard that. they came from far, and
their modeft Bebaviour claimed Favour, . he at their Re-
queft granted them a certain Iland in his Dominions, en-
compaffed with Woods, Thorns, and Marthes, called
X Hi'fﬁitﬂm, for them to inhabit, . Afterwards two other
Kings, though Pagans, obferving their Santtity. of Life,
granted each of them a Portionof Land, and confirmed
- the fame, according to the Cultem then ufed ; whence it
is thought they are ftill called the Tw&;‘w Hicie.f %

The aforefaid Saints reﬁdmg in. this lﬂand wcre fome
Time after admonifthed (by the Angel Gﬂinmﬁ -appear-
ing to them) to build a Chyrch in Honour of . the Blefled
Virgin Mary, on a Piece of Ground mark’d outto them:
They accordingly immediately erefted a Chapel in the
Year 31, after the Paffion of our Lord ; wlnch ‘bad in
Length fixty Feet, in Breadth twenty-ﬁ-x, and was made
with wooden Rods, interwoven or wattled, and covered
with Reed or Straw : It had a Window in the Eaft End,
three Windows in the South, and the Entrance was on
the South Side, almoft at the Wefternmoft End. = A4 very
mean Structure, but adorn’d with much Virtue,

* A Hide is fuch a Portion of Land, as ene Ploygh
and Oxen could till in a Yeary or as was [ufficient to maintain
@& Family a Year. , This
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This facred Chapel, according to a very antient Manufeript
of the Antiquities of Glaflonbury, now in the Cotton Li-
‘brary, and quoted by Sir William Dugdale, was dedicated
by Curist hlmfelf to the Honour of his Mother, and
‘the Place for the Burial of his Servants. And here the
. twelve holy Men fpent their Time in Prayer, Watching
and Fafting, and are faid to have been comforted with
the Sight of the Blefled Virgin.

The Truth of thefe Particulars is verified by the Epittle
of S§t. Patrick, and the Writings of antient Men. One of
them, a Britifb Hiftoriographer, as we have feen at St. 4u-
guﬁm s and St. Edmund’s-Bury, begins thus, < There isin

¢ theWeftern Parts of Britain, & certain Roy 2l Ifland of old,
* called Glaftonbury, - of large Extent, encompalled with
““ Marfbes and Waters, abounding in Fifb, furnifbed with
“ many Things for the Relief of Human Wants 5 and,
 qwbat is beyond all the refl, dedicated to Sacred Funitions :
“ In it the firf Englith Converts to Chriftianity (4y Di-
“ wine Direitions) found an antient Church, not builded by
“ Men, as they fay, but provided by GOD for the Salvation
“ of Souls 3 which afterwards, the [ame Muaker of the
“ Heavens, by many Miracles and Wonders, fhew’d he bad
“ confecrated to Himfelf, and the Holy Mother of GOD,
“ MARY.” But to return from whence we have di-
greffed.

The holy Men before-mentioned, lived in this Place
many Years, converting a great Multitude of Pagans to
the Faith of CHRIST, and afterwards were delivered out
of the Flg/b ; and that Place, till then the Habitation of
Saints, became a Receptacle of wild Beafts ; till it pleafed
the Blefled #irgin to bring again her Oratory into the Me-
mory of the Faithful ; which, how it came to pafs, we
are now to relate.

Heco
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How' the Saints Phaganus and Diruvi-
anus converted the Britons fo the

Faith, and came to the I/Zmzd ry”
Avﬂon or Glaitonbury.

T is reported by Hiftories of gm}d Credit, that L
cins, King of the Brifons, fent to Pogc Eleutberius, the
;1 3th in Succeflion after §¢. Peter, intreating him to difpel
‘the Darknefs of Britain, by {preading the L1 bt of Chrif-
tianity, Eleutberius fent two moft holy Preacht:rs into
Britain, viz. Phaganus and Diruvianus, as St. Patrick’s
Letters and the Accounts of the Britons teftify.---Thefe
preaching the Word of Life, baptizéd the King and his
People in the Year of our Lord One Hundred and Sixt}h
fix ; and fo proceeding through Britain, to propagate the
Faith, came into the Ifland of Avallonia, or Glaftenbury,
where they found an antient Chapti bullt by the Difci-
ples of CHRIST, asis reported.” An Hundred and three
Years were claps’d fince - the Coming of Philip’s Dilciples
into .the Ifland, till che Cnmmg ot the aforefaid S:unrs,
Phaganus and Diravianus, who rejoic’d exceedingly at the
finding of the Oratory. There they continued praifing
GOD nine Years, carefully fearching the whole Place,
where they found the Enfigns of our Redemption, and
other manifeft Tokens that it had been before inhabited
by Chrifiians : "They alfo found all the Revelations of the
antient Writings, viz. How that the holy Apoftles being
dlf'pﬁrfcd thmughaut the World, Sz. Philip coming with a
Number , of Difciples into F?‘ﬂ?fff’, fent twelve of them
into Britain, to preach ; who, by Divine Relation, built
-the aforefaid Chapel which the Snn of the Myt High af-
terwards dedicated in Honour of his Mother ; and that
three Pagan Kings had given unto them (being twelve in
Number) twelve Portions of Lands for their Maintenance.
- B They

. y I'i?‘.
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They alfo found their Actions written, and therefore they
loved that Place above all others ; and in Memory of the
firft twelve, appointed twelve of their own Number to
inhabit that Ifland, with the Confent of King Lucius : The
which twelve lived like Anchorites, in the very fame Places
where the firft twelve had been, and often met at the anti-
ent Chapel, to perform the Divine Service, King Lucius
confirming the Ifland to them ; fo that there was a conti-
nual Succeflion from thefe twelve, of twelve others fot
many Years, till the Coming of S¢. Patrick, the Apoftle
of the Irzfb. To the old Chapel they had found, they
added an Oratory, bf#ilt with Stone, dedicating the fame
to CHRIST, and the holy Apoltles, St. Peter and Paul.
By thefe then was reftored the antient Church of §t. Mary,
in Glgftonbury, as has been delivered down from former

Ages.

Of Holy Men that reforted to and
lived in this Place.

H IS Church, though at firft made of Wattles, as

has been faid, became fo famous for its Antiquity,
and retained fuch a Savour of Sanélity, that it was reforted
to from all Parts of Britain, being vifited by the Great
and Wealthy, and made the Dwelling of the Religious
and Learned.

Here Gildas, to whom the Britons owe their being
known to other Nations, led a moft holy Life many
Years, and died in the Year 512, was buried in the old
Church, before the Alear. Here 8¢, Patrick, after having
long preached to the Irifb, took up his Abode in his latter
Days, and became the firft Abbot, reducing the before-
mentioned twelve Anchorites toa Monaftical Life, and ap-

pointed
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pointed them a Rule after the Manner of the Monks of
Agypt © He was, after Death, buried in the old Church,
on the Right Side of the Altar: He died in the Hun-
dred and tenth -Year of his Age, which  was of our
Lord 472, and the Forty-feventh after he had been fent
. into Jreland ; for he was born in the Year of our Lord .
361. His Father’s Name was Calipurnus, his Mother’s
Conches, Sifter to St. Martin, Bilhop of Teurs. He was
baptized Sucafb, but Pope Celeftin gave him the Name of
Patrick. He was taken by the Irib at f{ixteen Years of
Age, and continued fix Years in Slavery ; after which he
returned Home, and meeting with S¢. German, Bifhop of
Auxerre, was his Difciple for the Space of twenty-two
Years ; then going to Rome, he was by Pope Celeffin fent
into freland, in the Year 42 5 ; which Nation he converted,
by working many Miracles : Then returning into Eng-
land, he continued in an holy Life thirty-nine Years at Glg/~
toubury. This moved many of the Irifh, frequently to
come over to vifit the Relicks of their Patron and Apoftle,
among whom 8¢, Indraet and St. Bridget are famous ; the
firlt of which fuffered Martyrdem here 5 and the latter,
after a fhort Stay, returned to her own Country. Like-
wife, St. Benignus, Difciple and Succeifor to St. Patrick,
(of whom  we fhall fpeak hereafter) and the holy Father,
St. Kolumkill, came to Glaftonbury in the Year 504, and
fome fay he ended this Mortal Life there, as did the moft
holy and famous §¢. David, Patron of W ales.

Sir William Dugdale writes, that though the Church
was afterwards feveral Times rebuilt, this Place ftill re-
mained under the former Confecration, and was held in
fuch Veneration, that Kings, Bifhops, and all the greateft
Perfons, thought themfelves happy in adding {omething
to its Pofleflions, or being buried with any fmall Parcel of
its Earth, §¢. Dunflan, and other holy Abbots, always

B2 preferving,
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prf:ferving the Number of twelve Monks, added to them
{feveral Clergymen that fung well. :

~ This Church, by Reafon of its Antiquity, was by the
Englifb called Ealdchirch, thatis, Old Church, and the Peo-
ple of the Country about it thought no Oath more facred
than to fwear By the Old Church, as being the firft and
oldeft Church in Englond, and held in fuch Veneration,
that it was called a Second Rome for Sanéiity ; becaufe, as
Rome was honoured with a Multitude of Martyrs, fo thi

Place was renowned for many Confeflors. li

Saints @z Holy Mén that were burzed
i this Place.

Atfhes of a Multitude of Saints, infomuch that no

Corner of it, or the Church-Yard, is deftitute of

the fame. There lie the twelve Apoftles (before-men-
tioned) of St. Philip, the Apoftle, with their Chief, Fofeph
of Arimathea, and his Son Fofeph 5 allo, St. Patrick, the
Avpoftle of Ireland ; St. Benignus, Dilciple to St. Patrick ;
St. Pinius, Difciple to Benignus 3 St. Gildas, the Britifb Hii-
torian ; St. David, Bithop of Menevia 3 St. Dunjftan ; St.
Indraftus, Martyr, and his feven Companions ; St. Urdan,
Martyr 5 St. Apollinaris, Bifthop and Martyr, Difciple to St.
Peter the Apoltle; St. Vincentius, Archdeaconand Martyr;
three of the holy Innocents ; St. Bafilius, Martyr ; Part of
St. Ofwald, Kingand Martyr; St. Valeriusand St.Salvius, Bi-
thops and Martyrs 3 St. Canon, Anaflatius, Renignius, Ca-
Sfanius, Abdon, and Sennen, Martyrs 3 St. Paulinus, Bithop
of the Nertbumbrians 5 St. Aidan, Bithop of Lindisfarn ;
Coel-

T H IS Church was the facred RePnﬁtﬂry of the
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Coelfrid and Boifilus, Abbots ; Venerable Bede 3 * St. Bene-
ditt, Bithop ; Hefterpine, Sigfride, and Herber:, Abbots ;
St. Idamus, Bithop ; St. Teifon, Abbot, and hig twelve
Companions 3 St. [frwich 5 St. Lilianus, Abbot ; Part of
Guthlac, the Anchorite 3 St. Poppa, Archbithop of Treves;
St. Geminianus, Confeffor ; 5 the holy Virgins Hilde, Hebbe,
Beégu, Crifante, Udilia, Mary, Mﬂrﬁcz, Lucy, Wa!&argﬂ,
Gertrude, Cecili, Wenta, Mamilla, Edberga, Elfreda, Batil-
dis, U?‘ﬁifﬂ, Daria, and Edfwitha ; the laft of thefe af-
firmed to beentire, many Years after fh= had been interr’d.
Many more Names of h oly Men and Women were loft
by the burning of the antient Church, and Time has worn
out the Memury’ of a ftill greater humbﬂr

Sacred Relits preferved here.

Many other Relicts were alfo preferved in this Chuichs
of thole relating to the O/Md Teffament 5 Part of Rachael's
Tomb ;3

* It is certain that the Venerable Bede was firft buried
in. the Cathedral Church of St. Cuthbert, in Durham,
as appears by an Infeription to this Day franding ucar bis
Monyment or Tomb in Iaﬁm‘ Church 5 the lafp Words of
which are,

Hic funt in foffa, Bed® Venerabilis Offa,
Here are buried the Bomes of Fenerable Bede.

Therefore, if the Bones of Venerable Bede were tranflated
from the Catbedral Church of Cuthbert, iz Durham, wbere
be was buried, and where both bis Tomb, and alfo an Infcrip-
tion banging near it, Jill remain, il J%ews the great Vencra-

tion and Efteem that even Durham itfelf bad f or the Avbey
of Glaftonbury.



€ 14 )

Tomb ; of the Altar on which Mofes pour’d out Oil ;
of his Rud of the Tomb of Jfziah ; fome Manna ;
Reliéts of the Prophet Daniel 5 of the three Children de-
livered from the Fiery .FHF’H(I{E; fix gilt Stones of the
Pavement of the Temple, and fome cf the Gate. Re-
lating to our Lorp JEsus CHR1sT; Some of the Linen he
was wrapp’d in; two Pieces of the Manger ; fome of
the Gold offered by the Wife Men ; Stones of Fordan,
where our Saviour was baptized ; one of the Veflels in
which Curist turned Water into Wine ; of the Stones
the Devil propofed to CurisT, to convert into Bread ; of
the Five Loaves with which our Lorp fed Five Thoufand
Perfons ; of the Place where he was transfigured ; of the
Stone he ftood on in the Temple ; of his Hair ; of the
Hem of his Garment 3 of His Cre/s and Sepulchre; one
Thorn of His Crown of Thorns ; and many more : Alfo,
Relilts of the Blefled Firgin; of St. Fobn the Baptift ;
of the Apoftles ; of many Martyrs, Confeflors, and Hﬂl}.r
Virgins.

On this Account, Glaflonbury was every where held in
the greateft Veneration ; and, as has been faid, the greateft
Perfons coveted to be buried there ; moft of whofe Names
have been Joft, and of fome, Mention has been made
before : And it was honoured by the magnificent Appel-
lations of TuE rirsT Lanp oF GOD, THE FirsT Lanp
or Saixts 1N ENGLAND, Tue Toms oF SainTs, THE
MoOTHER OF SAINTS.

A Account of the two antient

PR A1 DS

A Few Fect from the old Church ftood two Pyramids;
A that next to the Church 26 Feet high, and of five
Stages or Stories, on which were many Antiquities, almoft
worn outby Age. On the uppermoft Story of it, was an
Image in Pontifical Veftments ; on the fecond, the Image
of aKing, with thefe Letters, Her, Sexi, and BLISIER :

on
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on the third were thefe Words, Wemerefl, Bantomp, Wine-
weng ; on the fourth, Hate Wulfred, and Eanfled ; on the
fifth and loweft, an Image, and this Infcription, Lorier
Weftizas, Bregden, Swelves, Swingendes, Bera. ‘The other
Pyramid was eighteen Feet high, and had four Stages, on
which was to be read, Hedde Bithop Bregored, and Breor-
ward, What thefe Words fignify is not known ; but it
is guefs’d they were the Names of the Perfons depofited
within the hollow of the Pyramids: As for Logpor, it is for
certain concluded to be the fame that gave the Name to
Logperefbeork, now called Montacute ; Eregden, from
whom Brentamafte, now call’d Brentamerfe ; Beornwold,
was Abbot after Hemgiffer. So great was the Refpect paid
by our Anceftors to this Place, that they durft not utter
any idle Words, nor fo much as {pit in the Church or
Church-Yard, unlefs compell’d by the utmoft Neceffity,
and even then with the utmoft Reluctancy and Remorfe :
Neither durft any Man prefume to bring a Hawk, Horfe
or Dog into the Church Yard, becaufe it had been often ob
ferv’d, that fuch as had accidentally been brought in, imme-
diately dy’d. Even from foreign Countries the Earth of this
Church- Yard was fent for, to bury with the greateft Perfons;
and it is reported, that even a Mabometan Sulian, having
taken an Englifb Gentleman in the Holy Land, gave him
hisLiberty, upon Promife that he would bring him aGaunt-
let tull of that Earth ; which was accordingly perform’d,
and the Gentleman, returning to Glaffonbury, declar’d the
fame upon Oath.

The Holy and Godly Prelates this Place
has furunifbed other Churches with.

H 1S Houfefurnifh’d feveral Churches with Piousand
godly Prelates, as Brithwald, the firft Englifb Abbot

who was made Archbithop of Canterbury y Athelman, a
Monk,
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Monk, made Bithop of Bath and Wells, and afterwards
Archbithop of Canterbury 5 St. Dunflan, firlt Bithop of #in-
chefter, next of London, and laftly Archbifhop of Canter-
bury 5 Egelgarius, firft made Abbot of Hide Monaftery, in
Winchefter, then Bifhop of Cheffer, and afterwards Arch-
bithop of Canterbury ; Sigerius, firlt Bithop of Wells, and
then Archbithop of Canterburyy St. Elpbegus, Martyr, firft
made Abbot of Bath, then Bithop of Winchefler, ‘and next
Archbithop of Canterbury. Other Monks of Glaflonbury
made Bifhops, where Gegffry, who dy’d in %82 ; Ethel-
win, who dy’d the fame Year ; Withert, in 8oo ; Wig-
theg, in 836 3 Alftan, in 842°5 Tumbert, in 862 3 David,
in 956 ; Elfrie, in 988 : Add to thefe Sigeganus, Bithop
of /7ells 3 Britelm, alfo of Wells 3 Alfwold, of Crid ; Sige-
-~ frid, of Norwich; St. Ethelwolf, of Winchefter ; Wi-
Siunus, Aelfftan, Egelric, Elmer, Sivingus, Brithwiys, Brit-
wold, &c. all of them Monks of Glaffonbury.

Lhe noble Benefuliions given to this
CHURCBH

H O S E whogave Lands and Poffeffions to this Church

were as follows : Arvirggus, Kingof the Britons,tho’a
Pagan, gave to Fofepd of Arimathea, and his Companions,
this Ifland, then enclos’d with Bulhes and Marthes ; which
afterwards Lucius, the firft Chriftian King of Britein, con-
firm’d to Pbaganus and Diruvianus, Monks and Cardi-
nals, fent by Pope Elentberius to baptize him ; the famous
Britifb King, Arthur gave toit Brentmaris and Pouldon, with
many other adjacent Lands ; King Domp, gave the Land
call’d 2nfwitryn s King Kenwall gave Ferramere, and the
two Iflands of /#7¢ftei and Godeni, as alfo thofe of Rebery,
Mortinefey, and ndredgfein, King Kentwin gave Monbg-
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ton, being 29 Hides, and 20 Hides in Cars, and three in
Crumu : }unﬂ Baldred gave 22 Hides, and the Fifhery at
Peret hlﬂmp Hedda 6 Hides ;s King Ina 73 Hides, and a
Fiihﬁ'rj, Bithop Wilfrid 61 Hides s Bithop Forthbere 1
Hide ; fibhrh BHWF 3 Hides 5 King Athelard 70, his
Queen Trogedida 5 5 King Cutbred 33 Lulla 10, Athel-
bald 4 5 Sigedert 223 King Kenewulph 1035 his Minifter
Athelard 3. St. Patrick obtain’d of Pope Celefiine 12
Years Indulgence for fuch as thould vifit the Church of
the Virgin Mary, and adorn it with fome part of their
Goods ; as appears by a Writing under his own Hand to
be feen in Dugdale p. 11.

Avguftin the Monk coming into Engiond about the
Year 605, and converting the Englifb, founded a Mona-
{tery of Benediffine Monks at Canterbury, and {oon after,
others were founded in (everal Places 3 the fame Order be-
ing then alfo received at Gleffonbury 5 which as was faid be-
fore had till then follow’d the Inftitutions of the Monks of
Egvpt, The Saxon or Englifb Kings being converted re-
ftor’d to the Monks of Glaftenbury many Lands, which had
been taken away by their Pagan Predeceffors. The glorious
King [na, Anno 725, gave great Pofieflions to the Church
of St. Mary, as appears by his Grantin Dugdale p. 12 and
13, and founded a larger Church there in Honour of Qur
Savicur, and the h{ﬂ_,r poftles Peter and Pazl, to the
Eaftward of the old Church. His Succeflor Ethelard was
no lefs a Benefaétor to this Church, which allo receiv’d
great Endowments from Kfﬁmﬂfpb King of the Weft
baxans and Brithtric, King of the fame; King Athelffan
confirmed all the faid Gifts by his Grant. Kzng Edmund
likewife gave to §t. Dﬂﬂ'ﬁm‘f Chrift-Maleford, Kington,
Hf"adﬂm; Wathle, Wrington, Pokel-Church, and Eesford,
amounting to 87 Hides and a half, with a Fithery. E/f-
ging, his Queen, by his Command, gave the Manor of

C Domerbam,
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Domerbam, with Merton and Pedrington, being 1oo Hides,
as alfo Stave § Hides. All King Edmund’s Gifts, and thofe
of his Minifters, to the Monattery of Glaffonbury, amounted
to 368 Hides, to be held in the {fame Manner as he held
his own Lands, with many other Privileges, -as may be
lcen in his Charter.

. Edred, who fucceeded Edmund, added to the former
Gifts ; as did his Succeflors, King Edwin and King Ed-
gar, by his Charter dated at London, Amn. 971, not
only confirmed all former Grants, but added to them many
Liberties and Immunities ; and particularly, that the faid
Monaftery, and fome Parifhes fubje¢t to it, fhould be ex-
empted from the Jurifdiction of the Bifhop, faving the
Rites of the See of Rome and Canterbury, confirming to it
215 Hides, granted to it by feveral Benefattors. The
Kings Egelred and his Son Zdmund added more Benefac-
tions. '

Having thus given an Account of the firft Foundation
and Rife of the renciwned Abbey of Glaftonbury, collesied
Jrom the Monafticon of the learned and accurate Sir William
Dugdale, and from the Writings of that famous antient
Writer, William of Malmfbury, we fball now proceed to
give an Hiftorical Account of the Changes and Revolutions
the Abbey bas undergone, the great Privileges granted to
them by fundry Kings, and a Defcription of what it was be-
forerits Suppreffion 5 taken frem a <very curious and rave
o Piece, publifbed by that learned Antiquarian, Mr. Thomas
Hearne, entitled, A Little Monument to the once famous
Abbey and Berough of Gurastonsury : Collefied from

Sir
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Sir William Dugdale, and fome of our bejt Aﬂngﬂanam
and Hiftorians.

H IS Abbey has been rebuilt feveral Times ; the

firft Time ac the firlt planting of Chriffianity by St.
Fofeph of Arimathea 5 the fecond by 8¢. David, Archbi-
thop of Menevia ; which being again run to Ruin, was
raifed up the third Time by twelve well affected Men in
the North ; and in the Year 708, Ina, King of the Weft
Saxons, demolifhed all the old ruined Buildings, and built
the Abbey quite new the fourth Time. One of the Cha-
pels belonging to it, he garnithed over with Gold and Sil-
ver, and E;EWE to it likewife Ornaments and Vefltls of all
Gold and Silver ; for the Gold (Plate) thereupon beftowed,
amounted to 333 Pounds Weight, and the EII\’LI‘ (i Ji]m:]
to two Thoufand eight Hundred and T hirty-five, befides
the precious Gems embroidered in the celebrated Veft-
ments. Stewe and the Martirologe make a great deal more
of this Benefattion.

Nor did this magnificent Prince ftop his bountiful Hand
here ; for befides the Land he beftowed upon the Abbey,
he confirmed to the Monks whatever had at any Time been
given them by any of his Predeceffors and ftiles the Abbey
in the Charter, Ecclefia Britannie prima, (& Fons (& Origa
totius Religionis,---The firf} Church of Britany, and the
Fountain and Origin of all Religion. Moreover, he
granted them very great Privileges and Exemptions from
the Bithop’s Authority, permitting the Monks to receive in
the faid Monaftery, or any Chapels annexed to it, the Ec-
clefiaftical Sacrament from whatfoever Bithop thf,y thould
think fit, fo he were fuch a ane as was conformable to the
Church in the Celebration of Eaffer ; which Charter (be-
ing witnefled by Burthbwald, Archbifh op of Canterbury,
the then Metropolitan, by Dansel, Bilhop ot Winchefler,

% Fordredus,
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Fordredus, Bithop of Sherberie, the then Ordinary of So-
wmerfetfbire) was carried to Rosie by King Ina himielt, who
got it confirmed by 8. Gregory the Second, the then FPope,
in the Year of CHRIST 725.

The Abbey of Glaflonbury was a Sufferer in the ninth
and tenth Ages, by the Incurfions of the Danes, yet it was
not deftroyed. Mr. Broughton, in his Ecclefaftical Hif-
tory, fays it was miraculoufly faved from the Pagan Fury,
by two of the Danes being ftricken blind : However,
amidft thofe Confufions, it was much neglected, which oc-
+ cafioned the very Buildings to fall likewifc to Ruin and
Decay.

In or about the Year 942, King Edmund, the twenty-
fixth King of the Weft Saxons, and twenty-feventh Mo-
narch of the Englifbmen, being willing to reftore this Ab-
bey to its antient Splendor, made Sz. Dunfian Abbotof it,
and permitted him to make frec Ufe of his Treafure to re-
build it. Whereupon 8. Dunjfan laid the Foundations,
and defigned the GHices according to a Pattern which he
had out of France, and in a fhort Time finifhed a noble
Monaftery ; into which he brought a Congregation of
(new) Monks, whom he (being their Abbot) brought to
fuch Perfection of Life, that from among them were af-
fumed Bithops and Archbifhops, and Abbots, to many
neighbouring Monafteries :  And to free the Minds of
thefe Religious from all Diftractions hindering the Service
of GOD, and likewife to add to their State, Splendor, and
Power King Edmund, in the Year 944, granted S2. Dun-
Stan and his Monks a Charter, not only confirming all the
Privileges and Donations formerly granted to their Prede-
ceflors by his Anceftors King Edward, Alfred, Kentwyn,
Ina, Cutbred, and others, but difcharged them from feve-
ral Burthens, Duties, Contributions, and Subjections, and

gave
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gave them a  Right and Power to rective Fines, punifh
Maletactors, and of enjoying their Lands as free from all
Claims as he enjoyed his own, efpecially the Town of
Glaftonbury itlelf. ‘Thefe Privileges in the Charter are thus
call’d, BURGHBRICE, HUNDREDSOCNA, ATHAS,

ORDELAS, INFANGENETHEOFAS, HOMSOC.

NA, Ii{[THBRICL F(JRI:.SI“}:.PLLLE TOLL, and
'IELAML

This is the firlt Time that the Town of Glaffenbury is
mentioned in Books, though it is probable it was built
fome Ages before, orelfe how could the Artificers, who
built this Abbey four Times before, have met with Ac-
commodations.---But more of this, when we come to treat
of the Town itfelf, which fhall be when we have finifhed
what we have to fay further of the Abbey.

King Edgar, in the Year 963, beftowed upon the Ab--

bey the Manor of Stoure, alias Stouremifler, and granted
feveral Charters to it, fome conveying to the Abbot and
his Monks more Lands, and fome enlarging their Privileges.
That dated at London in the Year 971, adds to the Privi-
leges granted by his Father, King Edmund, Socam and Sa-
cam, on Strond and on Streame, on Wode and on Feld,
that is to fay, Liberty to determine Pleas, and correét De-
linquents on Strand and on Streame, in Wood and in
Field, above Ground and under Ground: HUNDRED-
SI'I"ENA, which was Privilege of Sanctuary in the Li-
mits of the Hundred; Calle Hord, which fignifies
the appropriating, to their own Ufe any hidden Ir-_di'me
found within their Territories : FORESTALL, that is to
{ay, intercepting Provifions coming to their Market ; ; and
befides, any Monk of that Hﬂufr:, wh{} met with a Male-
factor going to the Gallows in any Part of the King-
dom, could take him outof the Executioner’s Hands, and

give
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give him his Pardon. Moreover, King Edward, by this
Charter, exempts this Monaftery, and the Parithes of Streer,
Mireling, Budicle, Shapewick, Sowy, and the feveral Cha-
pels within the faid Parithes, 70 wiz. thofe of Beckery,
called Little Ireland, Godeny, Mortinefey, Ferramere, Pa-
donberge, and Adredery, from the ordinary Jurifdittion of
the Bifhop, except fome Things, with a Salvo to the
Church ot Rome, and that of Canterdury.

Mr. Crefy, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, mentions ano-
ther Charter of King Edgar’s to the Abbey of Glafon-
bury; wherein, amongft other Things, he granted, ¢ That
¢¢ the Monks thould always be EleCtors of their own Ab-
 bot, who was to be chofen out of their own Body ;
‘¢ infomuch, that if the youngeft and loweft of all their
¢ Congregations were capable, they fhould not have Re-
¢ courfe for any Abbot Abroad ; nor then alfo fhould an
““ be impofed on them, without their Suffrage :* Only be
referved to himfelf the Power of conferring the Crofier or
Pajtoral Staff on the Perfon elefted. Again, ¢ That all
¢ Controverfies, as well in Secular as Ecclefiaftical Affairs,
¢ fhould be determined in the Abbot’s Court : Likewife,
‘“ That the Bifhop of Wells (the Ordinary of Semer/et-
¢ fhire) fhould exercife no Jurifdiction over them, to call
¢ their Priefts to his Synods, to fufpend any of them
“ from the Divine Office, ¢g¢.”’ Thefe Chdrters of Pri-
vileges, with many other Secular Immunities, he caufed
firft to be confirmed in a Synod of Bifthops and Nobles af-
fembled at London, and afterwards fent them to Rome s
where they were alfo confirmed by a Bull of Pope Fobn
the thirteenth. One, if not both thefe Charters, King
Edgar carried himfelf to Glaflondury ; and that it might
be perpetually valid, he (at the Delivery of it) laid his
Scepter upon the Altar of our Blefled Lady, together with
the Charter ; which Scepter was curioully made of Ivory.

After
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Afrer which he made the fame Scepter to be cut into two
Pieces, one half whereof he left with the Abbot, and
kept the other half himfelf. This he did in the Time of
Elfbard, or, as Mr.Willis writes him,. £{fffanus Abbot,and
in the fifteenth Year of his Reign, which was in the Year
of Curist, 974.

King Egelred, or, as others write him, Ethelred, King
Edgar’s {fecond Son, beftowed upon Sigegar, then Abbot,
fix Hides of Land at dnfancliff, one Hide at Sitedeorge,
a Manor at Puckle Church, containing thirty Hides of
Land, and a Houfe he bought for forty Marks of Gold
in Wilton. King Edmund the Second, Sirnamed Iroufide,
Son to King FEgelred, having been mortally wounded by
the treacherous Duke Edrick, 4. D. 1016, bequeathed fe-
venteen Hides to this Abbey, and his Body to be buried
there. King Canutus, the Dane, about tne Year 1030,
went to Glaffenbury, to fee the Tomb of King Edmund
fronfide, and there gave a very rich Pall, to lay on King
Edmund’s Tomb, embroidered with Apples of Gold and
Pearls, and at the fame Time confirmed all the Privileges
that his Predeceffors had granted to this Monaftery.

In the Year 1066, #iliiam the Conqueror maimed the
Monaftery in its Poffeffions extreamly, and oppreflfed the
poor Monks to the laft Degree in their Liberties and Pro-
perties : He feized on many of their Manors, and be-
ftowed them upon his Court Favourites. Amongft other
Places which he by Force took from them, he feized upon
fome of . their Poflefions at #iltor, and gave them to Gef-
frey de Magna Villa 5 and upon one Harding, the Son of
Aednoth, a mighty Man and great Lawyer in thofe Days,
he beftowed the Manors of Mellis and Lyme ; which, with
other Pofleflions, were recovered by the Care and Induftry
of the venerable Herlewinus, who became Abbot of Gla/-

Sronbury
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Glaftonbury about thirty-fix Years after. #illiam likewife
took from them {everal other Manors, fuch as Timtenkul/
and Lodarefburgh 3 upon the latter whercof was afterwards
built the Priory of Mentacute. He likewife quartercd
Soldiers upon them ; and being jealous of his new Sub-
jects, he, between Eafter and W hitfuntide after he came to
the Crown, carried over into Norsandy with him the prin-
cipal Men of the Nation, amongft which was Egelnoth, at
that Time Abbot of this Monaftery, whom he a while af-
ter depofed, placing one Turftine, a Cluniac Monk of Caen
in Normandy, in his Room.

This Turfline being a weak, but withal a bufy prodigal
Perfon, fhamefully wafted the Revenues of the Abbey, and
altered feveral of the antient Statutes and Cuftoms of the
Houfe. Amongft other Things, he compelled his Mowks
to lay afide the old Gregerian Song ufed in that Monaftery
Time out of Mind, and impofed upon them a new Sort
of Church Song invented by one W7illiam Fifcamp, a Nor-
man. He pinch’d them in their Dyet ; and, ina Word,
fo tyrannized over the poor Mouks, that they refufed to
fubmit to many of his Innovations : Whereupon, he
brought in Soldiers to fubdue them ; who, on a {udden,
and in a Rage, breaking into the Charter-Houfe, made the
poor frightened Religious fly into the Church, even to the
high Altar ; where they fhot, not fparing to hit the Crof-
fes, Images and Shrines, and ran one of the Menks thio’
the Body with a Spear, as he embraced the Altar, and flew
him. Another was {lain with an Arrow, lying as it were
hidden under the Altar. The others, conftrained of Ne-
ceflity, defended themfelves with Forms and Candlefticks
of the Church ; fo that, although they were fore wounded,
they drove the Soldiers behind the Quire, and fo it fell out,
that befides the two that were flain, there were fourteen
more of the Monks wounded, and fome of the Soldiers

alfo.
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alfo. This Matter being examined into, it was found the
Abbot was only to blame : Whereupon the Conqueror re-
moved him, and fent him back to Caen, into Banifbhment ;
and to make the Abbey of Glaftenbury fome Amends, he
confirmed to them fnmr: Lands they held at Middleton,
Fulbroc, Brewes, Burnington, Lyme, Blakeford, and Win-
ton, which the Monks complained to have been unjuftly
taken from them : However, this unworthy Abbot got
his Abbey again, after the Conqueror’s Death, of his Son
Williaim Rufus, buying it of him for 500 Pound of Silver.

Upon the Fray above related, feveral of the Monks
withdrew from their Mﬂna&er}r, and were charitably re-
ceived by fome Bifhops into their Palaces, where they
_continued till Turfline’s Death 3~ after which they returned
thither, and then the Abbey began again to pick up, by
the prudent Management of his Succeffor, - Herlewinus,
who was made Abbot in the Year 1102. This good Pre-
late not only purchafed feveral of the Poffeflions that had
been alienated in. the Conqueror’s Time from his Abbey,
but likewife began to build the Church a new ; which at
that T'ime, through near 400 Years ftanding, was again run
to Decay.  This gcmd Precedent  given bj.r Hmamm;
was exemplarily followed by the next Succeffor but one,
Henry de Blois, who being Nephew to King Henry the Firft,
and Brother to King ~S£epbm, had great Intereft at Court,
which he employed 1n benefitting his Abbey ; for under-
ftanding the Manors of Melles, L}fmm’rm, Camelarton,
Damerb.fam, and fome other Tenements in the Parifhes of
Sifton, Afhcote, and Pedewell, had been formerly belonging
to his Monaftery, he recovered them of his Uncle, Iww
Henry, in the Year of Curist 1126, and got a Confirma-
tion of the Manor of Offcline from his Brot her, King Sze-
phen, in the Year 1136," which had been violently refled
from his Monks in the Time of the Conqueror.
' : b In
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In the Year 1184, according to Mr. Willis, a nice En-
quirer into Antiquity, the whole Monaftery (except Part
of the Abbot’s Lodgings, and the Steeple) were con-
fumed : Upon which Difdﬂzu, King Henry the Second
fent one of hisChamberlains viz. fm{pb Fitz Stephen, thi-
ther, to take Care of the Revenues; who began, and in a
great Manner finithed a new Lhumh, and  the (.)fﬁEES of
the Houfe : And whillt Ralph Fitz Stephen was employ’d
there in building, King Henry (by the Perfuafion of Hem-
¢lius, Patriarch of Ferufalem, Baldwin, Archbithop of Can--
If?&ﬂ:{}r, Richard, Bithop of Winchefter, Bartholomew, Bi-
fhop of Exeter, and many others of the Nobility) carcfully
examined and fearched into the Truth and Authority of
the antient Charters, and Privileges granted to the Abbey
of Glaffonbury 5 and finding them to be authentick, he by
a new Charter confirmed to this Monaftery whatever had
been granted to it by any of his Anceftors or Predeceflors.

But King Henry the Second lived not to fee the Build-
ings of Glaftonbury Abbey finithed ; for they were not
perfected till near five Years after his Death, that is to fay,
till in or near the Year 1193, in the Reign of his Son,
King Richard the Firft, and whillt Henry de Saliaco was
Abbot there : In whofe Time alfo was found the Tombs
of the famous King Arthur, and his Wife, Queen Guine-
ver 3 of whom, and the finding of which, we will give
fome further Account by and by.

King Richard the Firft having been taken Prifoner in
Germany, at his Return from the Holy Land, Henry the
Sixth, the then Weftern Emperor, injoined Lfapafd Duke
of Auftria, who had taken the King Prifoner, That one
of tht Conditions for his Releafement fhould be, to make
Savoricus (who was Kin to the Emperor, and at that Time
here ia Lﬁgfmﬁd Archdeacon -of Northampten) Bifhop of

Batbh
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Bath and Wells, and to anncx the Abbatthip of Glaffon-
bu +y to that Bithoprick. To effect this, Henry de Saliaco,
at that Time Abbot of Glaflonbury, was promoted to the
See of Wercefter, then vacant by the Death of Reber: Fitz
Ralph, Bifhop of that Place, and Szvaricus was preferred
to the Bifthoprick of 7ells 3 and to make the Matter the
more ealy to the King, Savaricus was content to reftore to
the Crown the City of Bath, which Febn de Villula, once
Bifhop of this Diocefe, had forty-five Years before
bought of William Rufus, and to which Place he had re-
moved his See from Wells. Matters being thus brought
about, Savaricus fucceeded Henry de Saliaco in the Abbey
of Glaftenbury, and annexed it to the See of J#7ells, ftiling
himfelf Bithop of Glaffenbury. = Upon which a great
Controverfy enfued, and the Adenks elected in the Year
1199, William Pica for their Abbot ; but this Election was
very highly contefted, even to Excommunication : Where-
upon Williain Pica repaired to Rome, to the Pope, and
died there. But Savaricus did not furvwe long, nor did
this Controverly end with his Death, which happened in
the Year 1205 ; for Foceline, his Succefior in the See of
Wells, t:untinm:d his Claim to the Abbey, which he kept
on Foot for above twelve Years, and then the Contention
was ended, by the Monks parting with the Bifhoprick of
Wells, the Manors of Winchconb, Pucklechurch, Blackford
and Cranmer, and the Patronage of the Benefices of Winf-
comb, Pucklechurch, Afbbury, Cbuﬁ‘ Malford, Buckland and
Bz’at&fmd This Agreement was made at Shafrefbury, the
eighth Day after the Feaft of St. Fobn the Evangelift, in
the Year 1218.

Fifty-eight Years after this Agreement, viz. on the 11th
Day of Septeniber, 1276, there happened a dreadful Farth-
quake that threw down Sf. Mickael’s Church upon the
Torr. This Church, beyond all lePutL, was afterwards
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built up again, fince the Editors of the Monaflicon fay
that the Church upon the Zor7 fell in King Henry the
Fighth’s Days with the Abbey : Befides, it would cer-
tainly be an Injury to the Zeal and Piety of our devout
Anceftors, to imagine they would not rebuild a Church
held by their Predeceffors in {o great Veneration ; but it
does not appear by whom or when it ‘was rebuilt. Iris
probable the Abbey itfelf was confiderably damaged by
that Earthquake, fince Geeffiry Fromont, who became Ab-
bot here in the Year 1303, began in his Time the Great

Jall, and made the Chapter Houfe in the Middle. 7#ui-
ter de Tanton, his Succeffor, made the Front of the Choir,
Walter Monnington, the Prefbitery, which he alfo enlarged.
Fobi Chinnock, Abbot, Moningten’s Succefler, perfected the
Great Hall and Chapter Houle, which had been begun by Fig-
mont, and built a new the Cloifter, Dormitory, and Fratery.
All which Buildings one would think could fcarce have
‘run fo to Decay in lefs than 1go Years, had they not been

thattered by the faid Earthquake.

Proofs that St. Joleph of Arimathea
came to Glaltonbury.

Pains to difcredit the receiv’d Tradition of Fofeph of
Arimatbea’s coming into Britain, it may not be unfit to
add a few lines in Vindication of what has been here de-
liver’d from Sir #illiam Dugdale. Firft by a Writing * left

by

*8ir William Dugdale, Mr. Dodfworth and Camden 4/7
Proteftants, bave look’d upon this Writing of S§t. Patrick
o werthy of Credit, and of [0 great Authority as to fet it
Jdozon ab large in their Works 5 from whence we fhall tran-
frribe the W hele, and give it our Readers by and bye for their

fureher Satisfaliion,

E N recard that fome Modern Authors have taken
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by St. Patrick, who (as has been faid) was born in the
Year 361, and teftifies, that he faw a Writing of St. Pha-
ganus and Dirnvianus, wherein they atteft the Coming to
G!ﬂﬂm&wy of the twelve Difciples of the Apoftles Philip
and Faceb ;3 and in another Writing he found, thatthe
faid Péﬁganw and Diravianus had refided there nine Years.
This Epiftle or Writing of St. Patrick, is quoted by Cap-
grave above ' 300 Years ago; and there are two aricient
Manufcripts of it in the Coston Library.

- Another Teftimony we have from St. David Bifhop of
Menevia or St. David’s tiken by Willicm of Malmfbury,
from the Antiquities of Glaflenbury importing that the
faid St. David intending to confecrate the Church was for-
bid by our Saviour, afﬁrmmg the fame to have been
done by himfelf, - and piercing his Hand in Token of the
Truth of the Vifion, which appear’d fo the next Day to
all the Monaftery, till his Hand was at the Morning
Service reftor’d whole, as had been promis’d in the

Vifion.

A Third Witnefs is St. Auguftin the Monk, and A-
poftle of the Englifb, who inan Epiftle to Pope Gregory
the Great mentions, what has been faid above as a re-
ceiv’d Tradition at that Time j;and this Letter is quoted
by Gedwin in his Catalogue of Bifhops, and by Archbifhop
Ujker 5 Capgrave alfo affirms the building of the faid
Church in the Life of St. Fofeph and Dr. Fuller {peaking
of it, admires the Simplicity of the then Chriffians Devo-
tion, becaufe as has been faid, it was built of Hurdles,
which is granting the Fact,

The |
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* The laft Teftimonial we fhall add is a very ancient
Infeription cut in Brafs, and formerly affix’d to a Pillar
in Glaftonbury Church, which Bithop Godwin, in his Ca-
talogue of Bifhops brings asa Preof of St. Fofeph’s coming
into Britain 3 and Sir Henry Spelman tranfcribes it into his
Collection of Councils, being as follows : I the 31 2Year
after the Paffion of our Lowrp, twelve Holy Mfﬂ (among
whois Joleph of Arimathea was Chief) came to this Place,
and hbere built the firfp Church of this Kingdom 5 which
Curist, in Honour of bis Mother bimfelf Dedicated, toge-
ther with a Place for their Burial, as St. David Bifbop of
Menevia reftify’d, who having an Intention to confecrate it,
our LORD appearing in a Vifion by Night to bim, forbid
bim, and moreover, for a Sign that our 1.0RD had formerly
dedicated the Church, together with the Church-yard, he
with bis Finger bored 1hra’ the Bifhop’s Hand, w&m{: Was
next Day feen by many Perfons fo p:eﬂ’d

Afterwards the fame Bifhop by divine Revelation, and
upon Occafion of the encreafing Number of Holy Perfons
there, added a Chapel to the Eaft Side of this Church, and
confecrated it to the Honour of the bleffed Virgin, the Al-
tar of which he adorn’d with Sephire of ineftimable Value
for a perpetual Memory hereof : And left the Place, or
Quanucy of the former Church, by fuch Additions, thould
come to be forgotton, this Pillar was erefted in a Line
drawn by the two Eaftern Angles of the Church South-
ward ; which Line divides the aforefaid Chapel from i,
Now the Length of it, from the faid Line towards the
Weft, was 60 Feet, the Breadth 26, and the Diftance of

the

% This Plate of Brafs with the Infcription was fome 2ears
ago in the Cuflody of Thomas Hewes, of the City of Wells,

Efz;
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the faid Centre of the Pillar, from the Middle Point be-~
tween the aforefaid Angles, contained 48 Feet..

Bithop Ufker, in his Primoerd. Ecclef. Anglic. brings ano-
ther Teftimony of St. Fofeph’s being buried at Glaffondury,
from that he calls the Great Table of that Place, where
are thefe Words : I this Church do repofe the Bodies of
twelve Difciples of our Lorp ; of whom St. Jofeph of
Arimathea, who buried our Lorp, was the Chief and Su-
perior : Many Pagans alfo, converted to the Faith of Curist,
and éfzpfzzed by them, do reft bere likewife 5 the Multitude
of whoimn is f.::r their Number fo great, that they cannot ﬁe
reckoned.

In a Cave under Ground, over which a Chapel was af-
terwards built in Honour of this Saint, was alfo found the
following Epitaph of great Antiquity :

Ad  Britones Veni
Poftquam Chriftum Sepelivi
Docui Requievi.
That is, After I bad buried Curist, I came to the
Britons ; 1 taught them and refted.

Bithop Godwin fays, “ For Fofeph of Arimathea, the
¢¢ Teftimonies of his coming hither, and his Aétions here,
¢ they are fo many, {o clear and pregnant, as an indifferent
¢ Man cannot but difcern that there is fomewhat in it.

Archbifhop Upber further writes, That the faid §z. Fo-
Jepk and his Companions brought over in two Veflels fome
of the Blood and Water which flowed from the Side of our
Saviour, when pierced on the Crofs, which he delivers as
he found it in antient Manufcripts: Much more may be
faid to this Purpole, but the Teftimonies of two fuch great
Men' as Arahbiﬂmp Ulber and Bithop Godwin are of

Weight
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‘Weight enough to oppofe againft fuch as have endeavour’d
to difcredic this (till of late) uncontroverted Tradition.

A Defcription of what his renowned
Abbey once was, and of its Ruins

Jmce its Z)wam‘zwz.

T HE Inclofure was of a Quadrangular Figure,
and fhut up with ftrong High Stone Walls. It
| contained fixty Acres in Circuit, and it ftood
upon a litte fort of a Rife atthe Foot of the Torr, which

bounded it on the Eaft. The South Side of it was bounded -

by a Marthy Ground, called Allar-Moor, and the Weft
and the North Part of it was bounded by the Town of
Glaftonbury, the Walls of the Abbey making one Side of
the Streets of the Town.

The Great Entrance into the Abbey was on the Weft
Side, which led you unto St. Fofeph’s Chapel and the
Great Church. On th: North inclining to the Wefl,
ftood this Church and Chapel. South of the Church ftood
the Cloyfter, and on the South-Side of the Cloyfter the
Hall or great Refeftory. South of the great Refeclory
ftood the Abbot’s Apartment, and Weft of the Abbot’s
Apartment the Kitchen. Where the Sacrifty and Trea-
furj,r, the Chapter Hcufe, Fratery and Infirmary, the
Gueft Houfe, Library and Seriptorium, the Common
Room, Elecincfynarium, and Wardrobe, the Iavamry,
the King slud:rmws the Apartment for Secular Priefts
and (.,]{rks of mrLaflv, the Boys Apartment and their
School ftood, I cannot find, there being no Sign or Mark
of thefe Buildings now remaining, the Stones and Rub-
bifh of thefe Buildings being take_n away for the Benefit of
a Tenant to make the beft of his Bargain,

Tﬁe |
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- The Figure of the Church, asone may perceive by the
Remains (for there are fome of the Ruins of it yet ftan I-
ing) was built in the form of a Crofs. The Length of
the lower Partof it was fixty two Paces to the Interfe--
tion. The Head of the Crols was fixteen Paces long, an 1
twenty-eight  Paces broad. The Choir was fifty Paccs
long, and the Breadth of the Church thirty Paces. To
be fhott, the ‘Length of the Church with St. Fofeph’s
Chapel extended itfelf 200 Paces or 580 Feet, fo that
Glaftonbury Church appears to have been confiderably
larger than St. Paul’s in London now 1s. And doubt-
lefs it was as well ftored with Chappels and Alrars,
tho’ I can recover the Names but of five, befides the High
Altar, St. Fofepk’s Chappel, and the Chapel in the Holy
Church-yard, built  in the Honour of St. Mihael,
St. Foferh of Arimathea, and the Saintsin g;neral that

rtfted there,

The five Chappels I have recovered were firft that of St.
Edgary which ftood (as I conceive) juft behind the Choir.
It was built but little before the Diffolution of the Abbey,
being begun by Abbot Beere, and finifhed by Abbot /7ki-
tipg. In the I\mth Ally of the Choir ﬂtoud St. Mary’s
Chapel. In the Scuth Ifle St. Andrew’s.. In the North
Side of the Naveof the Church ftood the Chapel of our
Lady of Loretto, and on the South End of the Navﬂ ftood
the Lhapt:l of the Holy Sepulcher.

- It was as well furnifhed with ancient curious Monu-
ments, as any Church of the Kingdom. I have recovered
the Names of fix Kings and a Queen, of five Dukes, four
Bilhops, fixteen Abbots, with the three following who
were -buried in' the Chapter Houfe ;- viz- Reberr firl
Prior of Winchefler and then Abbot here, /iliiam Vi-
gor and Fobn Chinnock, and {ix other Perfons of Note who

it lay
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lay  here interr’d. For, befides King Arthur ‘and his
QJEﬁn Guinever, of whofe Tombs we areto give a fur-
ther Account hereafter) there were here buried Coel the fe-
cond, Father to St. Hellen, and Grandfather to Conflan-
tine the Great ; Kentwyn King of the Weft Saxons 5 King
Edmund the firlt 5 St. Edgar, and King Edmund Ironfide.
The Dukes which lay here intombed, ' were, Alpher, A-
thelftan, Elwyn, and Humphbry Stafferd, Duke ot Devon-
fhire. The feur Bifhops, whofe Bones refted here, were
Hedda, who was the third Bithop of the Seeof Winchefter 5
Brithwold, who was the eighth Bithop of Wilton ; Brith-
wyne, who was the twelfth Bithop of #ells 3 and Seffride,
who, frem being the 26th Abbotof Gfﬁﬁ&ﬁéﬂ;ﬁ,' was
made the 2¢9th Blﬁmp of Chichefter. The other thirteen
Abbets, which laid here interr’d in the Chuch, were
Michael de. Ambresbury, Robert Pederton, Fobw de Tanton,
Fobn de Kantia, Geffrey Fromont, Walter Tannton alias.
Hec, Adam Sadbury, Fobn Braynton, Walier Monington,
Nicolas Frome, Walter More, Fobn Selweod and Richard
Bere. The fix Perfons of Note, who' lay here buried,
were Hugh Monnington, S. T. D. Brother to Abbot. Mo-
nington, Abbot Sedbury’s Father and Mother, Fobn Bicko-
nell, William Semar and Thomas Stowell, Knights. All
that I have been able to learn more of this Churchis, That
it had a curious Clock in it, which ftood en the South
Side of it, made by Peter Lightfoot a Monk of this
Houfe. That there were fix gtmdiy Windows on the
Top of the Eaft Side of it; and that there were feven
Great Bells in the Tower, which were the Benefadtion of
Adam Sadbury, whillt he was Abbot.

Joyning to the Church was the Sacrifty or Veftry. On
which Side of the Church it ftood, I cannot tell ; but
know it was a large Room, wherein were kept the Chalices,
which were in daily ufe, and all the facréd Veftments. Tt
was there the Priefls and tht:lr Afliftants vefted, and for

that
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that reafon it was called theSacrifty, from the keeping there
the Sacraria. It was full of Cupboards, and Drawers,
and fuch like Conveniences for keeping and locking up the
Holy Utenfils and Church Stuff. There were in it like-
wife Conveniences for keeping Wine, Bread, Candles, In-
cenfe, ete. and a Ciftern and Towels for the Priefts to wath

their Hands before they went to the ﬁlt_ar.

And within the Sacrifty or near it ftood the Church
Ttealury ; wherein were kept all the facred Relicks, which
were not daily expofed, or placed in or on the feveral Al-
tars ; all the Jewels and Church Plate which was not daily
in ufe ; the Miters, Crofiers, Cruces Pefiorales, and, in a
Word, all the Powtificalia, and richeft Orpaments that
belong’d to the Church. The Relicks, for the moft part,
were fet in Silver or in Chriftall, and decertly placed on
Shelves, as were likewife the Plate Candlefticks, and the
moft valuable Church Stuff was kept in Prefles and Ward-
robes, which were made ecither of Iron or very ftrong
Wainfcot. Before the Relicks there was either a Rail or
Bench, for People to kneel againft and fay their Prayers,
And here generally the Priefts faid their Preparations, be-
fore they went to Malfs, and their Prayersof Thank{giving,
after they had done. In this Room or the Sacrifty, or
perhaps 1n both, ftood a Confeflional for the Benefit of
thofe, who defired to go to Confeffion before they went to
the Altar. The Care of the Church, and the Cuftody of
the Sacrifty and the Church Treafury, were committed to
the Sacriffa or Sacriftan, who was one of the Obedien-

tiarii.

The Cloyfter was a fquare Place with Walks or Alleys
round it, fupported with Peers or Pillars, between which
were Windows, and within the Square there was a Flower
Garden. The chiet Ufe of it was for the Monks to make
their Proceflions, and to bury fuch of the Religious as

L # ' were
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were not the chief Superiors. For they, if T miftake not,

~ were buried in the Church or elfe the Chapter-Houfe. 1In

the Cloyfter there were Doors to the Chapter-Houfe, Re-

fectory, Fratery, efc. and to the feveral Stair Cafes. I

cannot give the Dimenfions of the Cloyfter, their being

no Marks of it remaining, nor any Scale, to mealure the
uildings by, fet down in the Monajticon.

In one of the Alleys of the Cloyfter ftood the Chap-
ter-Houfe, which wasa large Place, where the Monks met
for the Acknuwlrzdgtment and Currﬂftmn of their Faults,
Spiritual Conferences, and the Determination of thofe Spi-
ritual and Temporal Concerns, which required the Aflent
of the whole Houfe. At the upper End of it there was an
Elbow Chair for the Abbot to fit in, and about it joining
to the Wall there were Benches for the Religious to fit on.
In the Chapter-Houfe laid buried, Abbot Chinnsck, whe
finith’d it, and, if I miftake not, feveral of the Priors, and
fome of the Obedicntiarii,

. The Great Hall or RefeCtory was a Room, wherein all

the profeft Monks cat daily together. There were in it
feven long Tables, about which joining to the Wall, there
vere B enchr:s for the Monks to fit on: The Table at the
upper End was for the Abbat, (when he dined with his
Community) the Priors, and the other Heads of the Houfe.
The two next Tables were for thofe Religious which were
FPriefts. The two next were for fuch as were in Orders,
but were not Priefts ; and fuch as defigned to enter into
holy Orders, One of the two lower Tables, that is to fay,
the lower Table on the Right-Hand of the Abbot, was
likewife for fuch as were to take Orders, that the other
two middle Tables could not hold 3 and the lower Table
on the Left-Hand of the Abbot was for the Lay Brothers.
In fome convenient Place of the Refectory-there was a Pul-

pit with a Defk, wherein one of the Rclrgmus, at the
- Election
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Ele&ion and Appointment of the Abbot,  « orother’ Pre-
fiding Superior, daily read fome Part of the Old and New
Teftament at Dinner and Supper time. The Editors of
the Monafticon in one of their Cutts give us the Situation
and the imperfect Dimenfions of it, and thew, that it ftood
on the South Side of the Cloyiter, and tell us, that it was
22 Paces broad and 8o Feet high. Some part of the
Weftern Wall was ftanding in September 1712.

There belonged three Offices to the Refectory, a little
Lavatory, a Buttery. and the Cellar. The little Lava-
tory was the Place where the Monks wafhed their Hands
before Meals.  This Room had a Ciftern in it with Water,
Ambrys, ' and-Prefles of thumugh carved Work, to give
‘Air to the Towels which were there kept. The Buttery,
or, as others call it, the Pantry, wasa Place, wherein was
kept the Table Linen, Salt Sellers, and Maz&rs, that is
to ﬁly, Drinking Cups, which were, I prefume, of Silver,*
becaufe in fome Benedictine Abbeys beyond Seas the
Monks Drinking Cups are of Silver. They held abour a
Pint, and each Monk had his Mazer placed before him in
the Refectory clean wathed and filled. Thefe and the like
Neceffaries were kept in Cupboards, called in thofe Days
Ambrys, which were made of thorough carved Work to
let in the Air, to the end that all Things, therein locked

* Here the Author prefumes the Monks of Glaftonbury’s
Drinking Cups were of Silver, becaufe the Monks Drmf'cm
Cups in fome Benedilline A&éejf are fo now. But we muﬁ
ot argue from the profent Cuftoms to thafe of Antiquity, [
fhould rather think !ﬁay were (at leaft very often) Wooden
Cans, fuck as I find in an old Inventory, taken in Edward
the third’ s Time, of the Priory of Poghley in Berks, which
Priory confified of Canons Regular of the Order of S; ﬂu-

gﬂﬂﬂm
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up, might be kept fweet. The Cellar was the Place
‘where the Wine, Beer and Ale that was {pent in the Com-
munity, was conftantly kept. The Charge of the Great
Hall, and thefe three Offices belonging to it, was com-
mitted to the Cellarius, who was another of the Oledien-
iarii.

In which of the Alleys of the Cloyfter ftood the Fratery,
I cannot tell, but am fure it ftood in one of them, and that
it was an Apartment for the Novices. In ir were feveral
Offices, feparate and diftinct from the Main and Principal
Offices of the Abbey: Amongft othersa Refeétory, Com-
mon Room, Lavatory and Dormitory. It was built by
Abbot Chinnock, about {ix or {feven {core Years before the
Diffolution of Monafteries, and was govern’d by one of the
‘Priors, who was alfo Mafter of the Novices. Thefe were
the Principal Offices and Apartments in the Cloyfter ; but,
perhaps, there were more.  Yet not being certain, whether
there were or were nort, I thall go up Stairs, and furvey the
Gallery, which (if this Abbey was built as fome other
topping Abbeys abroad of tne Benediétine Order are, as I
prefume it was) ftcod one Pair of Stairs high, and was
directly over the Cloyfter, and in it was the Library, the
Lavatory, the Wardrobe, the Common Houfe and the
Common Treafury.

The Library was the Place, where the Books of the
Abbey were kept, How very numerous and full it was of
choice and valuable Books, may be gueft at by what the
learned Leland reports of it, who faw it in Abbot Z7bi-
zing’s Time, which could not be above fixteen Years be-
fore the Abbey was diffolv’d. He fays, “ That he was
¢ no fooner got over the Threfhold of the Library, wvix
€< certe limenintraveram, cum antiguiffinorum librorum vel

“ folus confpelius religionem, nefcio an ffuporem, animo in
(11
Cif=
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« cuteret meo, eague de caufla pedem paululum fifichum.
“ Deinde, falutato loci Numine, per dies aliquot osmmnes fo-
 rulos curiofiffime excuffi. Inter vero excutiendum, preoeter
“ alia mulia admirende vetuftatis exemplaria, reperi frap=
“ mentum biftorie a Melchino fcripte, etc. but that he was
¢ ftruck with Devotion and Aftenifhment at the very fight
¢ of fo many Sacred Remains of Antiquity : That he be-
¢ lieved this Library had fcarce it’s equal in all Britany :
¢¢ That he fpent fome Daysin moft nicely examining the
¢ Shelves, and in turning over the wonderful Pieces' he
¢ there met with, and that, in rumaging he had found, a-
‘“-mong other Books, a broken Piece of Hiftory, written
¢ by Melchinus an Avalonian, who wrote about the Year
«“ of our Redemption 560. And.no wonder it was fo
¢ well turnithed with Books, fince there belonged to it a
¢ Scripioriuimn.

The Scriptorium was a Place adjoining to the Library,
where there were feveral Monks conftantly employ’d in
compofing and tranfcribing good Books for the Ulfe of the
Library. Though they wrote. Miffals, Breviaries, nfi-
phonalia, and other Books ufed in Divine Service, and the
Leiger Books 5 yet gencrally, they were upon other
Works, (wviz.) Fathers, Claflicks, Hiftories, efc. Dottor
Tanner brings this Abbey of Glaflentury for an Inftance of
the Care the Monksin general took, to encreafc the Num-
ber of good Books. ' He gives usa Catalogue of upwards
of ffty ' Volumes, which were tranforibed -in - one
fingle Abbot’s Time. Anditis highly probable, there
belonged to the Library a Cabinet of Ccnms.. Medals,
Pretious Stones, and the likf: Curiofities, fuch fort of Ca-
binets being frequently found in Libraries belonging to
Abbeys beyond Seas. If there was one, it was committed
to the care of the Librarian, as were alfo the Library and
Scriptorium.

-

The
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- The Lavatory was a Place, where the: Monks' wathed
their Hands and Faces, and therefore in this Room there
was a great Cifternor Conduit with feveral Cocks, which
was always fupplied with Water by the Camerarins, as he
faw occafion, who did alfo provide them with Towels,
which were fhut up inAmbrys or Prefies of thorough carved
Work, to let in the Air.  Joining to the Lavatory was
the Shaving Room. 1 S

The Wardrobe was the Place, where all the Monks
Cloathing and Bedding were kept, and in this Office were
the Taylery, where there were Taylors conftantly em=
ploy’d in making and mending of Habits. This Apart-
ment and the Lavatory were under the Care of the Camera~

Fius.

Th;: Common Houfe, or rather Common Room, was a
Place where a Fire was kept all the ‘Winter, for the Monks
to come and warm themfelves at, being -allowed no Fire
but that only; except the Mafters and Officers of the Houfe,:

who had their feveral Fires.

The Common Treafur}r was the Place, where the ready
Money, the Charters, Regii’fers, LEIgEI‘ Books, Ewviden-
ces, and Accounts of the Abbey were kept in ftrong’
Chﬂi’cs and Preffes of Iron, and where Neighbouring Gen-
tlemen (if they pleafed) placed by the Abbot’s Favour their
Deeds or Writings, for better Security. This Place, I
prefume, had not fo much as a Peg of  Wood in it, but
was all built of Stone to prevent Fire ; and was carefullyl
plaifter’d up, in every Chink and Corner, to prevent Rats
and Mice getting in. I fay I prefume it was fo builty be-
caufe the Treafury of the Abbey of Laycock, which is in
the Neighbourhood of Glaffenbuzry, and which is yet ftand-
ing, is thus carefully built. The Care of the Treatury

was committed to the Treafurer, who had for his Affis-
tance,
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tance, another Monk under him, called the Under- Tfea-
furer. The laft who bore thefe Offices were Johin Thorne,
and Roger James, the two Monks which were execurcd

with Abbot Whiting on the Torr, for denying K. Hen: Ly
the Eighth’s Supremacy.

And now I fhall lead my Reader up anotlier Pair of
Stairs, and furvey the Dorter or Dormitory, which was
the Place where the Monks lodged and had their Cham-
bers. It was built over the Clo f[?:cr and Gallery, and had
Alleys quite round it. In the Alleys were Doors to each
Chamber. Every Mok had his Chamber to himitlf,
which was clofe Wainfcotted but fmall. In each Chambet
there was a Window by reafon of the Partition becweer
Chamber and Chamber, but né Chimney. In each Cham- .
ber there was a narrow Bedftead, bigenough to hold one
Perfon and no more. Upon the Straw Bed there was a
Flock Bed, commonly called a Matrafs, a coarfe Blanket,
a Rug and a Bolfter of Straw or Flocks. By the Bedfidé
there was a Priex Diex or Defk to kneel at, with a Cru=
cifix upon it ; another Defk and Table, with Shelves and
Drawers for Books and Paper, and a Chair at each End of
the Dortoir Alleys, and likewile in the Middle of each

“Dortoir there were Creffets or Lanthorns wrought in Stone,
with Lamps in them, to give Light to the Monks, when
they rofe in the Night to Ihﬁ“lt‘ Mattms, or on other necef-
far}r Occafions. Dr. Saunders and Father Reyner fay, there
were one hundred Religious more or lefs within this Houfe
at the Time of it’s Suppre{ﬁon, from whence I prefume
there muft have been, at leaft, two Dormitories, to con-
tain Cells enough for fo numerous a Community. Forl
cannot conceive how there could be above 48 Cellsin a
Dormitory. The Dortoir or Dormitory was under the
Care of the Camerarius.

F The
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The Infirmary was an Apartment for the Sick, and
therefore as foon as any of the Religious fickened, they
were conveyed hither, where they had Fire and all other
Conveniences that can poflibly be imagined, as well for this
as the other World : St. Berediéz in his Rule exprefly com-
manding his Children, above all Things, to take care of
the Sick, and that they fhould ferve the Sick, as they
would ferve Chrift himfelf. There belonged to this A-
partment a Chappel, feveral Chambers with Furniture fit
for fick People, a feparate Common Room, a feparate
Kitchen, the Dead Man’s Chamber, which was the Place
where the Dead were carried, as foon as in Decency they
could be removed out of their Beds, where the Corps laid,
till it was wafh’d, cleans’d and clothed in the Habit, that
it might be conveyed to the Church to be expofed and in-
terred. 'Whether there were any Apothecary’s Shop and
Phyfick Garden belonging to this Infirmary, I cannot
fay. Bur ’tis highly probable there were ; fince
I have feen fuch Conveniences in Monafteries cf far lefs Ac-
count than this of Glaflonbury was, from whence the Neigh-
bourhood, particularly the poor fort of People, have their
Drugs and Medicines gratis., 'This Apartment was under
the Care of the Infirmarius, who had a Cook and other
handy Servants under him to affift him in the due Execu-
tion of his Office.

I flattgred myfelf, that I fhould give a pretty good De-
fcription of the Abbot’s Apartment, but not meafuring
it when I'was upon the Spot, I find it will be alfo imper-

fect. Fot the Notion I have of it’s Dimenfions does not
agree with the Platform we have of it in the Monafticon.

However, what]fhall fay of it, I hope will be fufficient

for the Reader to form an Idea of it, thoughT do not give

him 1t’s Dimenfions. Some Part of it was ftanding, in

September 1412, but a little while after it was taken down,

and the beft Materials employed in Building a lictle neat

new
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new Houfe on the South-Weft Side of the Inclofure. It
ftood, as I have already obferved, South of the Great
Hall, and the main of the Building ran North and South.
The Frontof it was towards the Weft, and was built al-
moft in the Form of a Great Roman E, only at the North
and South End of it, it jutted out fome Yards at each End.
It was only three Stories high, and, as near as I can remem-
ber, had ten large Stone Windows on each Floor in the
Front. To come into this Apartment you mounted half
a dozen or more large handfome Stone Steps, which let
you in to feveral ftately Rooms, which, for the moft part,
were all wainfcotted with Qak, the Cieling as well as the
Sides of the Room. In divers Pannels of the Wainfcot
(particularly in the Cielings and over the Chimnies) there
were neatly carved the Arms of England, quarterly France
and England, and the Coat of Arms of the Abbey, which
was Vert, a Crofs Bottone Argent, in the firit Quarter, our
Bleffed Lady, with our Saviour in her Right Arm and a
Scepter in her Left, all Or, being the Coat of Arms, that
was born by our famous Britifh King Arthur, who, in all
likelihood, honoured this Abbey {o far, asto beftow this
Coat upon them. But to return to the Apartment. Upone
Pair of Stairs, at the South Faftern End of this Building,
ftood, as 1 was told, the Abbot’s Bedchamber. It was, as
near as I can guefs, about eighteen Feet in Length, and
about fourteen in Breadth. It had in it an old Bedftead,
without Tefter or Polls, was boarded at Bottom, and had
a Board nailed fhelving at the Head. This Beditead, ac-
cording to the Tradition of the Place, was the {ame that
Abbot Whiting laid on, and I was defired to obferve it as a
Curiofity. This Apartment was much out of Repair,
when I faw ir. It rained in in many. Places, by the Roof’s
being fauley in many Places. Several Panncls of the
Wainfcot were fhattered. The Windows were much
broken, and fome of them were unglazed. I enquired
how it came to lay fo negl%&ed, and was anfwered, That

2 % it
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it laid fome Years empty, no body caring to live there,
it having been obferved, that never any body, that had
dwelt there, had ever thrived. Nay, I was then and there
told, That the Inclofure there had never continued n one
- Pam]]}r thirty Years together, fince the Abbey was dif-
folved. To this Apartment belonged a Garden, and two

Stables, one  for the Abbot’s Saddle Naggs and Gel-
dings, and the other fﬂr Mules and Horfes tﬂr his Horle
Licter,

I can {carce form to myfelf an Idea of the King’s Lodg-
ings. Leland affuresus t]'lﬁl'E was here {fuch an Apartment,
but- does not tell us, whether it was part of the Gueft
Fioufe, or a diftinét Bmlf:'imr:r fromit. And all that I know
more of it is, ¢¢ That King “Edward the Firft and his Con-
« fort Queen Elianer, with their Retinues, came hither in
“ April 1278, and were conveniently lodged during  their
“* A bcmd and were here magnificently entertained at the
¢ Expence of the Abbey,

The Gueft Houfe was an Apartment for the Entertain-
ment of Strangers, and Reception of Travellers, Here all
Perfons from the Pnnce g the Peafant were entertained ac-

cording to their Rank and (’,&131135, and none were brow-
beaten or commanded to depart, if they were urder]w.nd
of good Behaviour, -They were obliged to this Hﬂiplta-
11L3r b i the 53. Chapter of their Rule, where they are com-
manded to receive all Comers, as they would receive Chrif
himfelf, who hereafter will fay, Iwas a Str angers and you
tock e i,

There was in this Apartment a noble Hall ; feveral good
Lodging Rooms very clean kept and well furnifh’d, that
. they might not be unpleafant to the Guefts; a Cellar well
flored -with Wine and Beer 5 a Stable furnifh’d with good
Hay and Provender 5 and, m a Word, there were here

all
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all the Cnnvrn:ences, that might be met with in an Inn
(nay I may fay ina Nobleman or Gentleman’s Houfe)
and all to be had gratis.  For this Reafon, I fhall here ob-
ferve from Mr. Aubry, ¢ There were no Alehoules, nor
““ yet Inns, before the Reformation, but upon great Roads.
Kot when they (the People) had a mind to drink (con-
¢ tinues that Author) they went to the Frieries, and when
- ¢ they travelled, they had Entertainment at Religious
¢ Houlfes for three Days, if Occafions fo required. This
Apartment was committed to the Ho/pitalarius, who had
under him a Butler, Grooms and other proper Servants to
help him in the Execution of his Office. ;

The Efe.emaﬁrmrmm or Almonry wasa Place, where the
Alms of the Abbey were diftributed. Here not only the
Poor of Glaflonbury, but even all the Poor of the Neigh-
bourhood found Relief. ¢ For whillt Monafteries ftood
< (we are told by Sir William Dzrgdﬁfﬁ) there was no Act
« for the Relief ﬂf the Poor, fo amply did thofe Moufes
¢ give Succour to them in Want, whereas in the next
“ Age (viz.) A. D. 1566. 39th of Elizabeth, no lefs than
¢« eleven Bills were brought into the Houfe of Commons
¢ for that Purpofe. To diftribute thefe Alms, there was
always a grave Monk called Eleemofynarius or Almoner,
whofe Bufinefs it was likewile to make an Enqmry after the
fick, feeble, ancient and difabled Perfonsin the Neigh-
bou rhm}d and fuch as were afhamed to beg, whom he
bbuntifuliy relieved, aswell as thiofe who came to the Al-
monry. The Almoner, if I miftake not, was Overfeer
alfo of the Hofpital of the Poor Women, which was
founded by Abbot Beere.

- I take the Apartment of the Clerks of our Lady, to
have been alittle College of Secular Priefts, endowed with
Rents and Allowances, tofay Mafs daily for the Intention
of the Founder at fome Chappel or Altar in the Church,
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particularly at the Chapel of our Lady. All that T know
more of it 1s, that it was built by Abbot Beere: That thefe
Priefts there lived under Regular Difcipline, and were fub-
ject to the Abbot, who provided them with all neceflary

Conveniencies.

"The Boys Apartment was a kind of Seminary for Youth
to be taught their Chriftian Doétrine, Mufick and Gram-
mar Learning, by which Means they became fit for the
Univerfity. What Number there were of themI cannot
tell, but find they ferved in the Church as Chorifters, and
were here found with all Neceffaries gratis. There be-
longed to this Apartment a School, Dormitory, Hall, ¢zc.
The Care of thefe Boys and their Apartment was com-
mitted to one of the Monks, who was their Mafter, who
had a Cell in their Dortoir, and laid conftantly there to
to keep them in Order. , .

I am now come tothe Kitchen, which is the only entire
Building that remains. By itone may give a guefs, what
a ftately Abbey it was before it’s Overthrow. It is all
built of Stone, and hath not fo much as a Peg of Wood
about it, for it’s better Security from Fire. The Outfide
of ity as it appears by the Cut in the Monaficon is a four
Square, and the Infide of it is drawn into- an eight Square
Figure. There are init four Fire Hearths. The Infide
of this Kitchen is 20 Feet high to the Roof, which runs
up in a Figure of eight Triangles, equal and equilateral,
on the Top whereof there is a Sort of Lanthorn, not un-
like thofe we have now in the Colleges of Oxford, or Inns
of Court, to which Lanthorn, 1 conceive, by fome Means
or other, the Smoak of the four Hearths was conveyed.
On the Eaft and South are two great Doors, and in the
Squares oppofite to thefe Doors there are two large Win-
~ dows, if I remember well. There remains no Sign of any
Drefler or Pavement, and it is at prefent imade ufe of fora

' ' Bazn.
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Barn. It is generally faid this Kitchen was built by
Abbot Whiting, and 1. prefume this is the right of it
fince I find nothing to the contrary. Every Monk of the
Houfe ferved a Week in the Kitchen, as it came to his
Turn, unlefs he was ina Poft, wherein he could be more
{eviceable to the Community, or was prevented by Sick-
nefs, This St. Bennet enjoined his Children, to the end
they might all of them have an Opportunity of Aflifting
and Serving each other. He was called Difpenfer, and his
Bufinefs was to appoint what Diet was to be dreft, to carve
the Portions for the Community, and to book down the
Papers and Bills that related to his Office,

Of the Diffolution of the Abby.

IN G Henry the Eighth having caft off the Pope’s
Authority, and declared himfelf fupream Head of

the Church of England, either by Threats, Vio-
lence, or Tyranny, or elfe by Prefents, Promifes and Per-
fuafions, feized upon and invaded all the Monafteries of the
Kingdom.
The venerable Richard IWbiting, Abbot of this Mona-
ftery, had Courage enough to maintain his Confcience,
and run the laft Extremity. Itfeems neither Bribery nor
Terror, nor any other difhonourable Motives, could pre-
vail upon him, to furrender his Abbey. To reach him
therefore, the Oath of Supremacy was offer’d him at
Wells, which tho he refufed, he was difmift and fuffer’d
to go at large, and thus being upon his Return to his Mo-
naftery, and not fufpecting any further Misfortune, he is
+faid to be feized, to be dragg’d up to the Torr, and there
hang’d and quarter’d, without being allowed the liberty
of taking leave of his Convent, which he earneftly defired.
Two of his Monks Roger Facob, alias Fawies, and Fobn
. Thorne
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Thorne were there executed with him. They wete charged
with giving him ill Advice, and bringing him to fuch an
obitinate Inflexiblenefs. We have this Account from Bi-
thop Godwin and Mr. Collier.

T hls Execution happened, on the 14th of Nowember
1539. Shortly atter the poor Monks, belonging to this
Abbey, were turned ourt into the wide World to feek their
Fortunes, and this rich and goodly Abbey, furpafiing in
Value and Antiquity all the Abbeys in Eugland (excepting
Weftminfier Abbey) was demolifhed. Neothing now be-
ing left but vaft Ruins difcovering its former Grandeur ;
tho’ the Fabrick of the Chapel of St. Fofepb of Arimathsa
is ftill almoft entire, except the Roof, and the great Arch,
which feparated the Chapel from the {pacious Portico that
led to it, which are broke down, as well as the Pavement
quite into the Vault underneath ; it’s an Cblong curioufly
Wrought after the Gothick Style, at each Angle was a
Tower terminated in a lofty Pyramid of Stone, having a
Stair Cafe within.

The Abbey at its Diffolution by King Henry, was valued
at 3311 1. 7s. 4d. per Annum, according to Sir #illiam
Dugdale, but according to Speed, at 3508 1. 13s5.4d. It
lay near a dozen Years after its Diffolution waite and defo-
Iate, but in the Year 1250, the fourth of King Edward’s
Reign, the Site of it was granted to EZdward quﬁ?ﬂﬂ?‘, Duke
of Somerfet, and afterwards by Queen FElizabeth to Sir
Peter Carew.

An zmpzzﬁ‘ml Hifiory of the Properiies
and Ufesof the MINERAL WATERS *
at (11.;1{ tonbury.

HE antient Magpificence and Glory of the Abbey,
whofe noble and {tupendous Ruins attract Awe and

Veneration to this Da}, can be exceeded by notling but

the
oy
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the prefent Fame of the Watets, which furpafles all Dex
fcription and Belief 5 and whether 'théir Merits may not ¢«
quui their Fame, willbe difficult to determine,

The prefent irregular Mﬁhﬁ:ﬂ of dr‘i'ukmg then is Iakfly
o prove more pernicious than fWlutary, no Attention being
given ‘to the due Ufe or Application 'of them, but they are
drank by all Degrees of People of both Sexes, both young
and old, and in all Diforders, as a Panacea or Univerfal Me<
dicine : The Numbers of People who are now on the Spot,
Jome ‘of them ‘of Fathionand Diftinction, who have beenat
the Trouble and Expence of refiding there, drink it with-
out Rule or Advice, each individual preferibing for them-
felves, and patiently expecting from The Cures already ef-
fected by it, Relief for their Maladies': This indeed was
the Method firft ufed to reduce Ph ylick into an Art, that
Men of Sagacity, Diligence, and Alpplication, h"ught
leave Pofterity a Foundation for future Improvements.
Hence it was Hippocrates deduced his Practice, and left us
thofe excellent Aphorifms, which to this Day are allowed
to be the Criterion of Phylfical Knowledge, and from which
none of our greateft Phyficians (notwithftanding all our
Imp rovements in Anatomy, Chymiftry, Philofophy and
Mathematlcks) durft deviate 3 but how much is it to
be lamented, fo noble, fo uféful an Art fhould decline and
dwindle into Contempt, in an Age wheréin even our Me-
‘chanicks boaft themfelves equal, if not fuperior in Under-
ftanding to the wife King of Jfrae/: That this does not pro-
ceed from Want of Men of fufficient Abilities, is ¢ertain ;
that it fthould proceed from Indolence would be a fevere

Cenfure, and to fuppofe it owing to felf Interelt greatly in-
vidious. .

We muflt then defer difcufling this Point tilla farther
Opportunity, and fince abler Pens will not undertake
to account for the Propertiesand Ufes of < thife cele-

G brated



( 50 )

brated Waters, endeavour to give the World fome few
Hints from a Hiftory of Faéts properly attefted, and fome
Experiments made on the Waters, what Benefit may be
expected from the Ufe of them : That their Mineral Qua-
lities are natural, muft be granted, fince never lefs Artifice
was ufed by any People; they are not fond of impofing the
Dream and Miracle on you; they rather appear indifierent
about it, neither giving great Attention to the real Merits
of the Wm:r, or their own Intereft.

The Blood, or Chalice Well, lies on the North Side
of the Hill near the Foot of it: In this Well arifes
two Springs, one much more ftrongly impregnated than
the other, and probably of different Properties; though
at prefent this cannot be determined, the Springs a-
riing too near each other, to make any accurate
Trials feparately on either; though both blended toge-
ther, make a. {trong Mineral. Somewhat higher on the
Sada of -the Hill, inclining to the South-Weft, arifcs ano-
ther Spring,, equa] in its Mincral Pmptrtus to thofe
of the Well ; and ftill further South-Weft, you have
‘a fine foft. W'attr, probably impregnated with Lime
or Chalk - Stone, from its uncommon - Smoothnefs :
Thefe all join at the Foot of the Hill, -and form
one commeon Stream, from whence runuing openly for-a
confiderable Diftance through the Strect, and after that
thro’ feveral Meadows, and, Part of the Abby, it appears
again at the Chain Gare. 'The Water from the Spout or
Shoot is about the Weight of common Water, but that
from the Bloed, or Chalice Well, weighs eight Grains
:FPcmﬁcaIly heavier.

I could hereoffer fomeReafons why theMedicinalQuali-
ties of the Water mufl be full as eﬁiﬂacmus atthe Foot of the
Hill, as at the Spout or Shoot where it is drank at prefent;
but the World being fo much prejudiced in Favour of that

L) Par-'
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particular Spot, will not offend their Ears with the ungrateful
Subject, but only obferve That at the Spout can receive no
other Properties than that at the Foot of the Hill, but Di-
hation, which might be'more decently and mtdlmmily ef-
fected atthe latter Place, with a proper Mixture of that
fine fmooth Water abovementioned; forneither the ftricteft
Examination or Situation of the Place can afford one folid
Reafon tofufpeé& any Spring arifes between the Foot of the
Hill'and the'Chain Gate ; ndeed it may be faid the Bene-
fital ready teceived, has been from that of the Chain Gate 3
but this is eafily Anfwe red, the Multitude being 'directed
to drink it there,-and from the general Imprﬁ:ﬂ‘ﬂn the
Dream has made on them, care not to examine their own
Senfes, whether it might er miglit not be more falutary ag
a different Place : This will not appear Whim or Conjec-
ture, if ever any fagactous Phyfician fhould fee convenient
to fettle there, and reduce it to any regular Method.

The Water of Chalice, or Blood Well, ferments {trongly
- with Oil of Vitriol ; thatarifing from the Bottom much ftron-
ger then that on the Surface, where both are blended toge-
ther; the Ebullition of that from the Side of the Hill, is nearly.
equal to that taken from the Surface in the Well, and that
from the Spout fcarce difcoversanyMotion more thanin com-
mon Water, but as all Waters differ in Quality from the dif-
ferent Beds or Strata they run thro’, or leave many of their
Mineral Qualities behind them, it is not at all unlikely this
may be the Cafe of the Spout Water ; for as was obferved
before, there can be no effential ﬁlff’tﬁnce between that at
the Spout, and thatat the Foot of the Hill; but being ren-

dered weaker by Dilution, and leaving fome of its Mineral’
Qualities behind it.

The Water being mixed with fixed Alkaline Salts,

grows vifcid, and precipitates a whire Subftance with
Salts of the Urinous Kind ; it likewife tinges the Sides of
G2 the
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the Glafs with a dirty Colour, after ftanding fome Timey
mixed with a Solution of Lead: Thefe and many other Ex-
periments; made on, the Spot, may determine us what Mi-
neral Qualities, are contained ip, it, at leaft the moft predo-
minate ones, and granting that Alum, Cappﬁr, and Lime
or Chalk-Stones, (Fc. * have any Share in, its Compofis
tion, it may not be difficult to account for the many furs

rifing Cures it has effeéted, when we examine the different
%mpemes of thefe. Subftances, and confider that Mineral
Waters, when under proper Regulations exert themfblves
in a peculiar Manner: as. Alteratives. infinitely ﬁipz,m@r to
the moﬂ: elaborate. Productions of Aut.

I hope from the foregoing Pr&;mﬂ}s neithes ammphmrﬂ
Fau:h nor an implicit Incredulity, will be imputed to
me ; both, Extreams are equally to, be condemned, and
{fo important a Subjpét as, the Health of. Mankind deferves
the ferious Attention of our Literati, that Gothic Igﬂa-
#ance may no more prevail among us,

Waters impregnated with. Alum, require great Skilly
Judgment, and a perfeét Knowledge of the Animal
QOecconomy, to manage them. difcreetly : They aft on
many Conftitutions, as, ftrong Poifons, apd are not to, be
given but with the greateft Deliberation, and an inti-
mate and long Acquaintance with the Patient, to ex=
amine whether the Juices are full and turgid, active: or
dormant, acid or alkaline, or putrefactive.

- * Arfenic is found. ingrear-Quantity.en the Mendip FHills,
in the Neighbourhood-of Glaftonbury, (o that it can. be. al-
lowed no improbable Conjelture to [uppofe thefe ¥ atersnetain
Jome fmall Share of fuch Subjtances 5 nor does many of the

Experiments made.omtbg W atersy intbe leafl contr ﬂdzﬁ’ ﬁ;:b
ai dffertion,
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Having executed my Promife as to my Sentiments on the
Mineral Propertics, and Ufes of thefe Waters, I hope the
Reader will not impeach me of any Partiality ;5 neither
Prejucice or Selt-Intereft having any Share in the Publi-
cation of thefe Sheets, butan earnet and fincere Endea-
vour to refcue Fruth from Error, ‘and to recommend the
Stady of Natural Philofophy, which in this Age appears to
‘be voo much negleted. Thereare forme who wholly afcribe
the Cures performed by thefe WATERS to eertain dele-
gated and miraculous Powers, without allowing them any
Mineral or Medical Qualities. I refer fuch to the Phyfi-
cal Part of this Treatife : On the contrary there are many
others who from theWritings of our modern Theoriits, and
a high Opinion of their own Abilities, fet light by the Ap-
plication of fo incompctent an Agent, defpifing the Power
and Wifdom of our Almighty and Beneficent Creator,
who by the moft minute and trivial Accidents, frequently
opens to us the Secrets of Nature, and the wonderful and
ftupendous Effects of his Previdence ; and as has al-
ready been proved impregnates the liquid Flement with
Properties, exceeding all human Probability or Belief.
Such I refer to.a * Treatife publifhed by that worthy Pre-
late, the celebrated Bithop of Cloyne, and recommend
them to the Grace and Mearey of that God who gave his
only Son as a Sacrifice, and Redempiion for the Sins of

Mankind.

Marvellous arethy Works, O Lord, in IWifdow bhaft thon
sreated them all.

LS

* The Minute Philofopher.
L He
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Ve fhall now proceed, according 10 our Defigns to give on
Account of the Town of Glaftonbury, the famous Torr
adjacent to ity and of the renowned King Arthur the laff
of ihe Britith Kings, who was buried at Glaftonbury.

. H E ancient Borough of Glaffonbury is feated al-
A moft in the Heart of Somerfetfbire, and lieth about
19 Miles South of Briftol; 15 South Weft of Bazh, about
five South, veering a little Weft of Wells, 12 Miles al-
moft Eaft of Bridgwater, and about feven inclining a little
to the Welt of ITvelchefter.

It is how a thnmugh Fare, and ftands on the great
Road between Briffo/ and Exeter, from the latter of which
Cities it is diftant 41 computed Miles North Eaft, It’s
Longitude is 24. Deg: 30. M. 1t’s Latitude is 51. 10.

From what I find in Leland’s Collectanea, I guefs it
was built in King Ina’s Days, when he laid the firft Foun-
dation of the Abbey, which (asi have before obferved)
was about the Year of our Redemption 708. It flourifh’d
mightily till the Time of the Danes in King Alfrid’s Days,
which was fometime in or foon after the Year of Chriff -
8733 and then it laid defolate, as this learned Antiquary
reports 3 but Mr. Broughton fays otherwile. He tells us,
thofe Infidels; in their Invafion and Perfecution, at-
tempted to deftroy ity but were prevented the doing of it
by two of their Men being miraculoufly ftricken blind.
But be that as it will, it is certain, that it was repaired by
St. Dunftan, and by the Liberality of King Edmund, the
hinth Saxen Monarch, glorioufly re-edified. This King
Edmund. A. D. 944, makes the Town of Glaftonbury en-
tirely fubject to and depending upon the Abbey, and ex-
empts it from all Impolfitions and Oppteffions, anél en=

OWSs
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dows the Town with the Rights, Liberties and Privis

leges, mentioned in the Hiftorical Account of thg
Abbey. '

Twenty-fix Years after King Ednmund granted St. Dun-
Jtan and and his Monks this Charter, Glaffonbury became
a {mall City with a ftrong Wall of a Mile about and re-
plenithed with ftately Buildings, amongf{t which Number
doubtlels was the Hofpital for Pilgrims. The Town fuf-
fered confiderably when the Abbey was burnt in the Year
1171, ory a§ others will have ity in the Year 1184. But
it fuffered more from the Earthquake, which threw down
St. Michael’s Church on the Zorr, on the r1th of Sepiem~
ber 1276. Butl find it was afterwards re-edified. For in
Leland’s Time it confifted (as at prefent) chiefly of two
Streets. The principal whereof runs Eaft and Welt to
the Market Crofs, and extends itfelf fix Furlongs in
Length, leading you to Bridgwater. The other Street
runs from the Weft End or the Market Crofs South and
almolft North, and is the Road to Exeter, and about two
Furlongs in Length., There are in it two Parifh Churches;
the one dedicated to St. Fobn Baptiff, on the North Side
of the principal Street towards the Middle of it ; and the
other to St. Benner, (in the Monafticon called bt Cutlo=
bert’s( in the other Street,

St. Fobn Baptif’s Church ftands about the Middle of
the principal Street on the North Side of it. Itisa fair
lightfome Church, and the Ealt Part of it in . Leland’s
Time elegant and ifled. The Body of the Church had in his
Days Arches of each Side. This learned Antiquary men-
tions three Monuments, in this Church, which were ftan-
ding in his Days. The firft is one Richard Arwell, a
great Benefactor to the Town of Glafionbuiy,. who d n:d

.......
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eircum annum Domini 1472, and laid on the North Side
of the Choir ; the fecond of Fobanna his Wife, who laid
over againft him on the South Side of the Choir, beth
being buried under very handfome Marble Stones ; and
the third was that of one Camell, a Gentleman, who lay
- buried in the South Part of the Tranicept of the
Church.

- ¥ remember nothing wvery remarkable of St. Bennet’s
Church, but the Date on the Porch, on the North Side of
the Church. It is cut or carved upon a large Stone in the
Frant of the Church, in very ancient Figures, and fhews
this Church to have been built in the Year of Coriff 1133,
T he two Figures of [1] refemble two [SS] and the two Fi-
gures of [2 } refembic a grear [ B] which makes fome think,
thefe Characters ftand for Sanffus Bewedittus. The late
Serjeant Gold, wha was a Judge in the Prince of Orange’s
Reign, lieth buried .in the Neorth iile of this Church, and
that is all I can remember in it that is obfervable. The
Church itfelfis little and low, and is to be efteemed (as I
conceive) only for its Antiquity.

The next Building worth moft Obfervation, that is now
in being, is the Market Houfe. It is a neat Pile of Buil-
ding, built of late Years with fome Materials the Town
had from the old Abbey. Buti was told by a Man of
Credit, living in the Neighbourhood of Glaffenbury, that
the Tows hath loft, ina great meafure, their Market
f ince it’s Building, which he imputed to it’s being buile

th Materials that belonged to the Churcly ; and whoewver
rﬁzifis Sir Henry Spelman’s Hiftory of Sacnltﬂre will not
Wﬂﬂdt‘,!’, that fuch a Fate thould attend it. Thr:ir Market
Day in Lelend's Time, was weekly on. Wednefday.  Buc
by Mz, Og: Jﬁy I find they have changed it F-::ar he fays

their
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their Market is on Z#uefdays, and adds, they have annually
two Fairs, the one on the eighth of Sepfember, and the other
on Michaelinas Day, thechief CDmdeIEIEE then fold !J{:mg
Horfes and fat Cattle.

There is a fmall old Buﬂdmg of Stone in the principal
Street, on the North Side of it at the coming into Glzfos-
bury, as “you come from #7ells. 1 enquired what it was 3
but none upon the Spot could inform me. So I knew not
what to make of it, till T light upon Leland's Ltinerarium,
and there I find, that the venerable Abbot Beere built; on
the North Side ;}f this f—lbbe}r, an Alms-Houfe for feven or
ten poor Women. So by its Situation, and Refemblance
to Church and Mona{’cﬁr}r Building, I conclude, this muit
be fome Reiains of that Hofpital. - And if fo, it was built
by that Prelate {oon after his Return from his Embafly , at
Rome, whither he was fent Embaflador to Pope Pius the
third by King Henry the feventh, which happened in the
Year of Chrift 1503 orthe Year h;;llﬂwmg

¥

There is another very ancient Buildif.z in the fame Strcet,
and on the fame Side of the Way, a little beyond St.. Fobn
Baptif’s Church. 1 take this Building to be a Remainder
of the Pilgrims Hofpital ; a Place where all Perfons wWere
entertained gratis, that reforted to Glaffonbury on the fcore
of Devotion, as [ have already oblerved in the Hiftorical
Part of the Abbey. The Front of this Structure (for I was
not in the Infide of it) is ftately, and not ualike the Buil-
ding of fome Colleges and Hallsin Oxford, being built with
Free Stone. . It is now an Inn, and the Sign of the /#bise-
Horfe. The Inhabitants call it, at prefent the Abbot’s
Inn ; but why they call it fo, I know not, being well af-
fur’d the Abbot, before the Diffolution, of- the Abbey, had
all Conveniences, both for himfelf and his Vifitants, with-

in
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in his own Inclofure, and conftantly reccived them there,
without fending them to, or entertaining them at, an
Inn. Befides, Women go often a Pilgrimage to Holy
Places as well as Men ; and Women are not fuffered to
go into the Inclofure of Men, excepting only into their
Church and Speak-Houfe, for which reafon, and for.the
Ancientnefs of the Building of this Inn, I take this Houfe
to have been a Part of the Pilgrims Hofpital ; where, to
be fure, there was an Apartment and Conveniences for |
Women as well as Men. This Hofpital (as well as
that of Abbot Beere) was (as far as I can yet learn) under
the Direction of the Eleemofynarius of the Abbey, who had
under him a Mafter, Chamberlains, Cooks, and other ne-
ceflary Officers. It was endowed with diftinct and fepa-
rate Lands, and was one of the 110 Hofpitals, which were

fuppreft the Clofe of King Henry the Eighth’s, or the Be-

ginning of King Edward the Sixth’s Days,

~ And there is a little neat new Box, on the South Part
of the Inclofure of the Abbey, which the Curious, to be
fure, will take Notice of, the Front of it being fo very
obfervable, by it’s being fet off in feveral Places of the
Front with the Coat of Arms of the Abbey, carved out on
large Stones. It was built, as 1 have'already obferved; in
1713 or the Year following, with the Materials of the
Abbot’s Apartment ; and this is all I know of it,

Mr. Pafchal in a Letter to Fobn Aubry, Efq; dated
November the 11th, 1684, tells him, “ That a Mafon
‘¢ not long ago wanting a Free Stone, came to the Rentor
¢ of the Abbey for one, and gave Six-pence forit. The
¢ Saw ftanding fome where fit for his Turn, the Mafon
¢ faw'd it, and out came {everal Pieces of Gold of three

¢ Pound ten Shillings Value a-Picce; of how ancient

-
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¢ Coin I cannot, faid he, yet learn. That Gentleman
€ (that employed him) hath three of thofe Pieces. While
¢¢ he and another Lord were contending for the Treafure
* here, it fell into a riotous Perfon’s iHands, who foon
 fer it going. How much it was, Mr, Pafchal could
not learn. But the Editor of the New Deicription and
State of Eugland, who likewife relates this Story, but with
fome little Difference, faid. there were about fixty Pieces.
The Stone belonged to fome Chimney Work, and the
Gold is fuppofed to have been hidden in it, when the Diflolu-
tion was near. This is all I can yet find remarkable of
the Town of Glaffonbury, excepting, That as a Borough it
hath been ‘{fummoned to fend in . a Reprefentative to the
Parliament ; but Mr. Z2llis doth not find it ever comply’d
with the Sherifi”s Writ, '

An  Account of the T O R R, near
Glaftonbury.

H E Holy Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus firft

built an Oratory on thefl'op of the Mountain, now
called the Torr, to the Honour of St. Michael the Arch-
angel, that be might have there Honour on Earth of Men 3
wha, at the Command of GOD, is to bring Men to eternal
Honours i# Heaven.

Many Years afterwards, S¢. Patrick, as has been related,
having reduced the holy Hermits to a Ccenobitical Way,
that is to fay, brought his Religious to live in Commu-
nity and Common under the fame Roof, (for till then they
lived fingly in Huts, Dens and Caves) he took Brother
Wellias wizh him, and with great Difficulty they-went up
together the Torr, where he found the ancient Oratory
of §¢. Michael, almoft ruined, and finding by an old Book,
| M which
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which he, by great Search and Induftry, bad there found
out, that the Chapel there had.been built by Revelation,
and held in vaft Veneration by §t. Phaganus and Diruvia-
nus, he and his Companions {pent there three Months in
Fafting, Prayers, and Watching ; during which Time he
had, on a certain Night, a Vifion of our Saviour CHRIST
Himfelf, who fignified to him, that he was to honour the
fame Archangel in the fame Place; for a Teftimony of
the Certainty of which Vifion, his Lett Arm withered,
and was not reftored, till he had acquainted the reft of his
Brethren below with what he had feen.

8t. Patrick’s Vifion being thus by Miracle confirmed,
his Religious below were convinced that the Chapel on that
Hill was likewife chofen by GOD, for the Exercife of Chri/-
¢ian Devotion.  Whereupon the holy Men srunlphus and
Ogmar, two Irifb Monks, whom he brought with him thi-
ther out of Ireéland, defired to go up the Hill, and remain
conftantly there attending on the faid Chapel, where (far
ought I can yet find to the contrary) they not only lived,
but ended their Days. And that Almighty GOD might
be thenceforward there conftantly ferved, St. Patrick, by
the Advice and Confent of his Religious, appointed, that
two Brethren fhould refide on that Hill for ever, except
fucceeding Prelates for future Ages fhould, for fome juft
Reafon, ordain otherwife. And becaufe the Afcent was {o
very difficult, being then overgrown with Briars, Bufhes,
Trees, and other Clutter, he, by the Advice of his Reli-
gious, granted one hundred Days of Indulgence to all
thofe, who, out of a pious Intention, fhould with Axes
and other Inftruments clear the Paffage of the aforefaid
Mountain on all Sides, that devout Chriffians might have
a freer Entrance, pioufly to vifit the Church of the Blefled
Virgin Mary, that of the two Apoltles, and this Oratory
of St. Michael,

Criticks,
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Criticks, perhaps, may cenfure what I have here related.
If they do, they are defired to take Notice, that moft of
‘what I have written hitherto, is taken out of a Writing,
written by S8t. Patrick himfelf, commonly called §z. Pa-
trick’s CHART, or EpisTLE ; fome whereof was quoted,
as we are told by Mr. Crefly, almoft three hundred Years
fince, by Capgrave, in his Life of §t. Patrick ; and itis
entirely extant, faith that Author, in the famous Library
of Sir Fobn Cotton, in two feveral Manufcripts, one of the
Antiquities of William of Malmefbury, and a certain Wri-
ter called Adam Domerbam. And concerning this Epiftle,
thus writes Gerardus Voffius, the publick Reader of Hif-
tory in the Univerfity of Leyden, in Holland : ¢ This
¢ Epiftle of the Legation of §¢. Patrick, we found fome
¢ Years fince amongft the M S S. Colletions of Maria-
““ pus Viétorius, Bilhop of Reate, who faithfully tran-
% fcribed it out of a very ancient Manufcript, belonging
““ to Glaftfonbury, many Years before, when he attended
¢ Cardinal Pole, fent Legate into England.”® Camden alfo
reports it, which he certainly would not do, if he did not
think it worthy of Credit ; and it is of that Authority
with Sir #illiam Dugdale and Mr. Dodfwortb, (two more
of the Reformed Religion) that they have thought good
tofetit down at large in the Monafticon, from whence 1
defign to tranfcribe a Copy, and prefent ta my Reader :

Sz. Patrick’s CuarT, or EPISTLE.

¢ ¥ N the Name of our LORD, Jesus Curist, I Ps-
““ 8 #rick, a humble Servant of GOD, in the Year of
His Incarnation 425, being fent by the Moft Holy.
“ Pope Celeftin into  Ireland, converted (by the Grace of
¢ GOD) the Irifb to the Way of Truth: And when I
¢ had ftrengthened them in the Catbolick Faith, 1 at length
*¢ returned into Britain, and (as I belicve, being condutted

Ma . “ by

-1
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by GOD, who is the Life and the #7ay) 1 happened
into the Ifle of Yufwitryn 5 in whicil tuund a hc-l)r and
ancient Place, chofen and fanétified by GOD, to the
Honourof the immaculate Virgin Mmy, the Mother of
GOD : And there I found certain Brethren, well in-
firucted in the Principles of the Catbolick Faith, and of
prous Converfation, who had fucceeded to the Difciples
of the Saints Pbaganus and Diruvianus, whofe Names,
for the Merit of their Lives, I verily believe are writ-
ten in Heaven : And becaule the Fuft fball be bhad in
Eternal Remembrance, and that 1 tenderly lov’d thefe
Brethren, 1 thought proper to fet down their Names in
this Writing, which were, Bramban, Hiregaan, Bremwal,
Wencreth, Banttoniweng, Adelwolred, Loyor, Wellias,
Breden, Swelves, Hinloernus, and Hyn. Thefe being of -
Noble Birth, were defirous of adcrning their Nobility
with the Works of Faith, therefore ;mde Choice of
an Hermetical Life: And becaufe I found them of a
meek and quiet Temper, I chofe rather to be abject with
them, than to dwell in Royal Palaces : And becaufe we
were all of one Hearrand Mind, we chefe to live toge-
ther, to eat and drink alike, and to fleep under the fame
Roof ; and they made me (though unwilling) their
Head, for I was not indeed, worthy to unloofe the
Latchet of their Shoes. And when we had determined
on leading a Monafiical Life, according to the Rule of
our Fore-tathers, the above-mentioned Brothers thew’d

to me the Writings.of the Saints Pbaganus and Diryvi-

anys 3 in which was-contained, That twelve Difciples of
St. Philip and Faceb had buile that ancient Church, to
the Honour of our Advocatrefs, the Holy Mary, by
the Direction of the Angel Gﬁéwc’! moreover, that our
Lorp from Heaven had dedicated it to the Honour of
His Mother, and that three Pagan Kings had given to
thofe twelve, for their Maintenance twelve Portions of
dand, -} ano found in fome later Writings, that the
¢ Saints
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Saints Pbaganus and Diruvianys obtained from Pope
Elutherius (who had fent them into Britain) thirty Years
of Indylgence : And I (Brother Patrick) in my Time
gained from Pope Celeffine, of pious Memory, twelve
Years Indulgence ; after a long Abode here, taking with
me Brother /#7ellias, we with great Difficulty, through
the Midft of the Wood, got up to the Top of the
Mountain which overtops this Ifle: Where, when we

.were come, thers appeared an old and almoft ruined

Oratory, but yet fit for Chriftian Devotion, and, as it
feem’d to me, fet apart by GOD ; which, when we
were entered into, we were filled with fuch a Sweetnefs
of Odours, that we might have believed ourfelves plac’d
amongft the Pleafantnels of Paradife ; therefore, going
out, and coming in again, and fearching the Place dili-
gently, we found Part of a Book, in which were writ- -
ten the Acts of the Apoftlzs, together with the Acts
and Deeds of the Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus, but
great Part of it was deftroyed ; but at the End of it
we found a Writing, which faid, That the beforemen-
tioned Phaganus and Diruvianus had, by a Revelation
of our LORD, Jesus Curist, built that Oratory in
Honour of §t. Michael and the Archangel, that He
might there have Honour of Men ; who, at the Com-
mand of GOD, is to conduét Men to e/ernal Honour :

And as this Writing delighted us, we endeavoured to
read ittothe End ; for the fame Writing mentioned,
that the venerable Pbaganus and Diruvianus made their
Habitation there nine Years, and that they obtained
thirty Years Indulgence for all Chriftians that fhould

- vifit that Place w1th a pious Intention, in Honour of the

Blefled S¢. Michael : Therefore, havmfr found fo great
a Treafure of Divine Goodnefs, I and Brother Wellias
pafled three Months there in Faftings, Prayers, and

- ¢ Watchings, putting to Flight Evil Spirits and wild

%t

¢ Beafts, which appeared to us in various Shapes : But on

¢ 2 certain
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¢ a certain Night, when I had laid down to fleep, the
« LORD FESUS CHRIST appeared to me in a Vifion,
¢ faying, PaTrick, my Servant, know that Ihave cho-
“ fen this Place to the Homour of my Name, that here
«« Men may reverently invocate my Archangel Michael, and
< this fball be a Sign to thee and thy Brethren, that they
“ alfo may believe 5 thy Left drm fhall be dried up, until
€< thou baft told what thou kaff feen to thy Bretbren, which
“ grein the Cell below, and thou fbalt return bere again.
« Andit came to pafs fo: From that Day we appointed
< that two Brothers fhould for ever remain there, un-
¢ lefs future Superiors thould for juft Reafons order other-
¢ wife. To arnulpbo and Ogmor, Irifb Brothers, who
¢« had come with me from Jreland, becaufe on my Exhor-
¢ tation they began firft to make Abode at the above-
¢ mentioned Oratory, 1 committed this prefent Writing,
¢ keeping another exalt Copy in the Cheft of the holy
“ Mary, tor a Monument to Pofterity + And I, Brother
¢ Patricky by the Advice of my Brethren, grant a hun-
¢ dred Days Indulgence to all thofe who, with a pious In-
¢ tention, fhall cut down the Wood from every Part of
< the faid Mountain, that a more eafy Paflage may be
«« opened to Chriftians, pioufly coming to vifit the Church
“ of the Bleffed and everlafting Virgin, and the beforemen-
¢ tioned Oratory.”’ |

Devout Husbandmen and Labourers cleared the Hill of
Trees and Buthes, and St. Patrick having repaired St. Mi-
chael’s Chapel on the Top of the Zorr, it was from that
Time called the Hill of St. Michael or St. Michael’s Mount,
to the Reformation after which 1¢ was called the Torr, from
the Tower the only Part of the Chapel now left ftanding.

An Account of the LI FE of King

AR e BT R

AVING me oned King Arthur as aconfiders
able Benefactor to the Abbey of Glaflonbury, and to
have been buried in the Abbey Church there, I think pro-
per to give here an Abftract of his Life, to render my
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foregoing Collections the more authentick : For the many
incredible Stories that have been reported of this Prince,
have made his Hiftory little better than a Romance ; nay,
have made fome People deny there ever was fuch a Perfon.
This Notion proceeds from an Excefs of -Matter recorded
of him, which is occafioned by a Cuftom of the old Brizifh
Poets (called Bards) who were ufed in former Ages, by
their Rhithmes and Verfes, to recreate the Minds of their
miferable Countrymen, the Britains, after they were dri-
ven by the Saxcns out of the beft Part of the Kingdom,
into the Mountains of /#ales, and into Cornwall, another
Extremity of the Ifland. In thefe Verfes and Ballads, the
Bards, by their extravagant Fictions, mingled with real
Truths, have much injured, inftead ot adding to the Re-
putation of their renowned Kings and Anceltors. Thro’
which Means, Fame hath been more injurious to this
Prince, than it hath been to any other Prince whatfoever.
Thus, beyond what is credible, they report, ¢ He con-
¢ quered Frollo, King of the Franks ; whereas, amongft
the French Writers, as we are told by Mr. Creffy, fuch a
Name as Frollo is not to be found : That he flew {z-
cius, the Emperor’s Governor in Iraly, which no Hifto-
rian, (faith that Author) either Roman, French, or Saxon,
makes Mention of : That in a Year’s Time he not onl
¢ fubdued the whole Ifland of Iréland, and took Gillamur
*¢ their King, and all his Nobles Prifoners, but that 'he
pafled into Holland, Gottland, and the Ifles of Orkuey,
and brought all thofe Regions under Tribute : That he
not only fubdued the Pifs and Seots, but over-ran
France, Germany, Dacia, &c. for which Realon he is
“ ftiled Imperator Britaunie, Gallie, Germanic, Dacie, 8c.
“ In a Word, that he conquered no fewer than thirty
“ Kingdoms.”” Now, who can believe that he fhould
ramble fo far to conquernew Countries, when (till towards
the End of his Reign) he had great Difficulty to defend
his ewn Kingdom againft his own Enemies at Home?
Thefe,,
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Thefe, and fuch like Stories Geffrey of Monmouth, and
others have reported, from the Fictions of the old Bﬂfgﬁ
Bards, making a Medley of Truth and Falthood, which
they have done either for beautifving their Ht{’c{}rn:s, or de-
lmhtm-:r their Readers, or extmhng their own Blood :

: Wherf.qs, without fpeakmg more than Truth, they might
have fet off King Arthur, as aPrinceof a moft Magna-
nimous and Heroical Spirit 3 it being allowed, by moft of
cur Juézmﬁus and Impdmd Hiftorians, ¢ Fhar had it not
<- been that Almighty GOD had given up the Britains to
¢ Deftruction, no Hand could have been more proper
¢ and able to rf.f'cue them, than King A7thur’s 3 and, no
¢ Doubt, it is to his Valour (faith Mr. Cr:;ﬁﬁ) we ought
¢¢ toafcribe the Security of the Remains of them among
¢ the Mountains of #ales’’ Thus much by Way of
Introduction. I fhall now proceed with his Life.

As touching his Birth and Defcent, forne Writers re-
port (faith Mr. Creffy) ¢ That his Father, Uter Pendra-
¢« gom, falling in Love with the Wife ot Gorleis, Duke of
¢ Cornwall, called Igerna, and by Flattery and Subtilty
‘¢ having gained her AffeCtion, he begot of her ARTHUR,
¢ being, they fay, &y Merlin’s Magical Art, transformed
““ into the Shape of her Hufbond. But A##thur’s Virtues,
¢ Piety and Courage, wenderinily profpered by Almighty
““ GOD, are ftrong Proofs that his Birth was not fo infa-
““ mous, faith that venerable Author.”

But a more fober Account is given of this great Prince
(continueth that grave Author) in the Antiquities of Glaf-
ronbury, written by Fobn, a Monk, and rddam Domerbam 3
where we read this Paflage : ¢ Uter Pendragon, the Bro-

¢ ther of 4morefius, dying by Foifon, in the thetenth
““ Year aiter the Coming of Cerdic, the Welt Saxon, his
““ Son Artbury a Youth of fiftecn Years, began to rule the

‘¢ Britains,
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“ Britains. His Mother’s Name was Jgerna, and he was
¢ born in a Caitle of Cornwal! called Tintagell. 1n which
¢ Narration, cnnnnm.th my Author, we hmi no Afper-
“ {ion on his Birth.” Though it be not very credible,
what follows in the fame ﬂntiquititﬂ “ That by his
¢ Mother he was defcended from a Nephew, of Sr Fo-
“ feph of Arimathea called Hellanis, or, as Broughien
““ writes hims Helains 3 ’tis certain, that, after the death
of Gorlois, King Uier married his Widow ; And, one
would think, there can be no greater Proof of
Joerna’s Integrity and L D}r"lt}f to her firft Hufband, the
Duke of Cornwell, than the Report of King Urer’s buncr
obliged to transform himfelf into. the Form of her firft Hus-
i:'rrnd by the means of Magick, toenjoy her. The Fof-
ﬁblhty whﬁrwff fhall leave the Wife to determine. But
be his Birth what it will, I do not find his Legitimacy was
the leaft queftioned by any, but his Father’s Sifters and
their Hulbands, nor could they prevail on any; but their
own Subjedts, to hearken to it, tili many Years after King
Uter his -Father’s Death, which, fome fay, happened in
the Year 506, others in the Years 508; and others not till
the Year 516, which Creffy will have to be the Year of his
Coronation 3 which Ceremony, both Leland and Creffy fay,
was p#rfmmed by 82. Dubritius, but the former will have
him to have been crowned at ##inchefler, and the latter at
Caerlegion, adding, that it was done there in a General Af-
fembly of the Bifhops and Nobles.

King Uter left his Son Arthur engaged in a War againt
the Saxens 3 and Arthur’s Acceflion to the Crown was
much ftomach’d at by Lozho King of the P:ifis, and by
Gowran King of the Scots, who had married his own
Aunts Anna and Alda, his Father King Uier’s Sifters, the
former whereof (Lotho) pretended to the Crown in Righe
of his Wife the eldeft Sifter ; of which Marriage was de-
fcended Mordred, who in this Caufe at laft loft his Life,
as we fhal) thew atlarge by and by. The Saxons being in-

N tormed
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formed of this Uneafinefs, brought thefe Princes, though
Chriftians and Uncles, into an Alliance with them againft
King Arthur.

King Arthur being thus befet, marched his Forces into
the Noith, and dttackmg the Saxons in Northumberland,
he drove them thence to Zerk, where he be ﬁeg{,d them ;
however CEIIE'EFH‘E their Leader, privately conveying him-
felf out of the City, went into Germany, where he got frefh
Succours from another Cherdick, a King in that Cﬂuntry,
who, with 700 Sail, came in Perfon to the Relief of the
Saxons, landing in Scotland. King Arthur hearing of the
Arrival of this new Supply, raifed the Siege of 2ork, and
retiring towards London, he fent for Aid to his I‘sephew
Hoel, his Sifter’s Son, the then King of frmoerica, now
called Little Britanny, who immediatcly came over to him
in Perfon, bringing with him a powerful Army.

The King being reinforced with thefe Auxiliaries,
march’d from Seuzbampton to Lincoln, which Cicy Cherdick
had ftrongly befieged, where he not only raifed the Siege,
but forced them to fly to a Wood, where being encom-
pafled, they were compelled to yield to King drzbur’s
Victorious Army, on Condition to depart the Land, and
leave behind them their Horfe, Armour, and other Furni-
ture. After this he fought twelve fet Battles with the
Saxons, @nd overthrew them in every one of them. The
firft was at the Mouth of the River Gleyne alias Gledy, the
fecond, third, fourth and fifth upon the River Douglafs
in Lewox, the fixth upon the River Baffus, the feventh in
the Wood Calidon alias Catc ? Celidon. The eighth near
the Caftle Guinien, the ninth « Hales at the City of Caer-
legion, the tenth at Yraitherick or Rydthrwyd vpon the Sea
‘Side. Theeleventh at a Hill, called Agned Cathregonion,
and the twelfth at Bazh or Bathen Hill, called by Latin
Authors Badonis and Mons Badownicus, which Viftories
(particularly the laft) Po pib Authors fay, he obtained by
invocating the Affiltance of the Blgffed Virgin Mary in

the
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the Time of Battle, whofe Image he wore over his Ar-
mour, and painted, bore in his Standard.

King Arthur having, as he thought, pretty well fettled
his Affairs at home, made an Expedition, upon fome un-
known Occafion, into France, and having quite forgotten
the Unkindnefs he had formerly met with from his Uncle
Lotho, he not only took Lotho’s Son Mordred into Favour,
butintrufted him with the Government of the Kingdom,
and committed tohim the Care of his Wife Queen Guinever. -
Mordred, inftead of faithfully acquitting himflf of the
Truft repofed in him, took Advantage of the King’s Ab-
fence, upon a Pretence, that King Arthur was a Baftard,
as not being born in lamful Marriage, and to this T rr;ai'on
he added the Crime of Inceft, violently taking his Cou-
fin’s Wife Queen Guinever. Moreover. to ftrengthen
himfclf, he entered into Confederacy with the King of the
Weft Saxons, to whom he yielded feveral Provinces, Thefe
infamous Crimes being come to the Ears of King-Arthur,
he prefently returned out of Britanny, inflamed with an
unquenchable Rage and Hatred againft his abominable
Kinfman. Mordred was prepared to hinder his Landing,
at which Time a cruel Battle was fought between them, in
which Augufellus, King of Albania, and W alwaen, two
Relations of King Arthur, and called by Leland, duo ful-
mina belli, two noted warlike Thunderboles, with many
others, fell on King Arthur’s Side. This Battle was foughe
at Richborough ncar Sandwich in Kent, as we are told by
Stew in his Chronicle.

King Artbur having the Advantage, renewed the Fight,
and compelled Mordred to fly to Winchefter, whither he
purfued him, and put him again to flight, which he di-
rected towards Cormwall. But King Arthur not ceafing
to follow, he, at lait, overtook him near the River Alauune,

- by Corruption called Camélan, where the Town of Camel-
_Jford now ftands, at which Place the Controverly was
ended, butfatally to them both. For Mordred, having ranged

N 2 bis
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his Army, in a defperate Fury rufh’d amongft his Fne-
mies, refolved rather to die than once more thew his Back
to them. In this Combat, which continued almoft a whole
Day, after horrible Bloodfhed on both Sides, King Aribur,
with the Courage and Fury of a Lion, rufh*d into the
Troop, where he knew Mﬂ? dred was, and making way
with 1115 Sword, he flew Mordred out nghr, and dilperfed
his Enemies ; but in the Fight he himfelf received his
-own Death’s Wounds, whereupon he was convey’d to the
Abbey of 4valen, now called Glafionbury, by the Chari-
ty of a Noble Matron, a Kinfwoman of his, called A7~
gains, where he died of his Wounds on the 2:1{t of Mey in
the Year 542.

s the Noble Matron Morgains had continued to con-
vey King Arthur trom Camblan to Glaftenbury, and look’d
after the ¢ drefling of his Wounds there whilft he was alive 5
{o fhe took upon her the chief care of his Funeral, after he
was dead, which was managed with a great deal of Priva-

Y5 (thuucrh feveral of the Britifb Nobility were prefent at
1t,) leaft his Death, takmg Air, fhould c‘ﬂplrlt the Bri-
tains and fiufh the Sexons. ~ For which reafon *twas given
out, that he was alive and upon Recovery, when an’:“ually
they had buried him fixteen Feet under Ground ; which
was done to - prevent the Saxons infulting and offering
- any Indignity to his Corps in Cafe they prtvalled which,
tor the Sins of the Britains, ALmicHTY GOD fhortly af-
ter permitted.  But they never could find out where King
Ayibur was buried.  For the Place of his Burial was not
knohn, till 600 and odd Years after his Death, and then
it wes difcovered upen the following Occalion.

" King Henry the Second having obtained for two Cam-
piig igns h:u,c:ﬂ;vci}', confiderable Kdvﬂntaﬂeq overthe Irifh
c! urny by the Courage and Bravery of Richard Clare, Earl
of Per breke and Che oftow, and the B'elch under his Com-
man<, went himfelt into freland in Oéiober 1142 to com-
pu,.‘t thy Redullion of that hiv}gm}m > paﬂ‘mg thro’ W ales,

wiicre,
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whese, at Pembroke, he thanked the Welch for their Ser-
vice, and told them, thatin great meafure, the Succefs was
owing to their ancient Britify Cuuragﬁ and Valour. The
Welch, pleafed with King Hfmj: s taking notice of their
Loyalty, entertained him according to the Dignity of a
King, and wifhed him the Proiperity and Victory, thatat-
- tenc ded heretofore their great King Arthyr, whole xploits
one of their Bards, playing upon the Harp, fung to the
King while he was at Dinner.  inthat Ballad mention was
made of the Place, where King Arthur lay buricd, which
was there faid to be between (WO Pyramids, ia the Holy
Church-yard at Glaftenbury, many Feet deep.

Henry the fecond (bearing a due regard to the Memory
of King Arthur, his renowned Pledfc-rﬂorj at his Return
out of Ireland, acquainted Henry de Blois, at that Time
Abbot of Gleftenbury, with Whnt he had learn’d from the
Ballad of the Bard, and defired him to dig and fcarch after
‘the Bones of that (J.r:at King. Henry de Bfas.r, fearch’d as
he was ordered, and, according to the Keport of Stew and
fome other Writfrs, he found King Arthur’s Bones to-
wards the clofe of King Henry’s Reign. But, according to
Leland and other Authors, they were not found out till the
Year 1189 after King waam* the firft came to the Crown,
and when Henry de Sadiaco or Henry de Soilly (as others call

him) was Abbot, who, alter the Abbey was burnt, com-
manded Men to d]ﬂ" again between thole two iyrmmdq
and at feven Feet ¢ deep they found a huge broad .:mnr—:,
where, on that Side that lay’d uawnwurﬁs, was found a
thin Plau. of Lead, abouta Foot long, in the Form of a
Crofs,* and on that Side of the Plate t{:rw.ndq the Stonewas
engraven, in rude and barbarous Letters, this lafcription :
ch JACET SEPULTUS INCLYTUS REX ARTURIUS IN
INSULA AVaLONIA. And digging nine Feer deeper, |

* Thi: Leaden Crofs was placed by the Command of the
Abbot, in the Treafury, and there expsfed ai 'ff.‘fxffﬂﬂ as ane

of ihe Cﬂrzc_f,r" ties of ity *till the Diffoluiion of the sbvey.
| ' his
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his Body was found in a Trunk of a Tree, and near the
Bones of King Artbur were found thofe of his Wife Queen
Guinever, who, after her Hufband’s Death, retired either
to the Nunnery of St. Fulius the Martyr in Caerleon, or
elle to that of Ambrebury in Wiltfbire, from one of which
Places her Corps was convey’d privately to Glafonbury,
and there privately buried in or near her Hufband’s Grave.
The King’s Bones were of fo great a Bignefs, that, when
his Shin PBone was fet to the Foot of a very tall Man,
it reached three Fingers breadith above his Knee ; and in
his Skull were perceived ten Wounds, one whereof was
very great, and look’d upon to have been the caufe of his
Death. The Queen’s Body feém’d to be perfect and whole,
and her Hair was found to be neatly plattad and of the
Colour of burnifh’d Gold ; but her Corps being touch’d
with the Finger of one of the Spettators, it fell to Dutt,
This is rcported by Leland, Stow, Speed, Bifhop Ulber,
and others from Giraldus Crm&re:{ s, who is an Au-
thor of Repute, and was an Eye Witnefs to th; matter
of Fatt.

After the Spectators hau gratified their Curiofity, the
Abbot and his Monks, with great Satisfattion and Reve-
rence, took all the Remains of the two Bodies out of their
Separate Coffins, and putting them into decent Chefts,
made for the Purpofe, they depofited them firft in a Cha-
pel in the South Alley of the Church, till fuch Time, as a
Monument, fuitable to the Dignity of a King and Queen,
could be made for them, in the Middle of the Prefbytery
of the Choir, where, in finithing the Church, they erected.
a {tately Maufoleum of Touchitone, nobly engraven on the
Outlide, in which they placed the king’s Body by itfelt
at the head of the 'i'mnb, and the ng:t:n’s at his Feer,
being the Eaft Side of Qt On the Wetft Side of the Tomb,
th.lt is to fay, where Ling Arthur’s Bones were depofited,
tht:rc was cngraven tlus lnh iptions
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Hic jacet Ariurus, flos Regum, gloria Regni,
Quem mores, probitas commendant laude perenni.

Here lies Arthur the Flower of Kings, and the Glory of King-
doms, whofe Mannersand Probity give him eternal Praife.

And on the Eaft Side, where Queen Guinever’s were
placed, there was this Infcription :

Arturi jacet bic conjux tumulata fecunda,

Quee merutt celos virtutum prole fecunda,

Here lies the Wife of Arthur, who for her numerous
Virtues delerv’d Heaven.

And here did the Remainders of this great King and his
Queen quietly reft fome 85 Years 5 at which Time, that
is to fay, in the Year 1278 King Edward the Firlt and his
Wife Queen Elianor, partly out of Devotion, and partly
outof Curiofity,came to Glaftenbury, attended by many of
the T'opping Men of the Nation, Clergyas well as Nobility,
Whereupon the 19th of April they caufed King Arihur’s
Tomb to be opened, and both the Shrines to be taken out
of the Monument, which when the Court and its Atten-
dance had thoroughly viewed, King Edward opened the
Shrine, wherein king Artbur’s Bones laid, and Quecn Zlea-
nor the Cheft, wherein were thofe of Queen. Guine-
ver, and then each of them taking the refpective Bones
" out of their refpective Cheilts, they expofed them on two
Credences or Side Tables, near the High Alar, till the
next Morning, for every one, that had a mind, to gratify
their Curiofity, and early the next Morning, being the
Wednefday betore Eafter, the king and Queen, with great
Honour and Refpect, wrapt up all the Bones (excepting
she twe Skulls, which were fet up and to remain in the

‘Lrea-
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Treaﬁtry} in rich Shrouds or Mantles, and placing them
again in their feperate Shrines, the king put into that of
Arthurs this following Infeription : ¢ Hec funt offa 0~
¢ biliffimi regis Armr:z, Gue anng deminice incarnationis
< 1278, decimo tertio Celend. Maii, per Dominum Faduear-
€ dum, ‘L’éf}H Anglie illuftrem, ém: fuerant fic collocata,
£ pmffﬂ bus Leonora fereniffima ¢jufdem Regis confirte,
€« & filia Domni Ferrandi regis Hilpania, magijiro Guliel-
“ mo de Midleton, func Norwicenfi elefio, magifire Tho-
<< ma de Becke, archidiacono Dorfctenti & predicti regis
¢ thefaurario 5 Domino Henrico de Laicr_y Comite Lincol-
“ niee, Domino Admadio Comite Sabaudiz, &5 multis Mag-
« patibus Anglhia. (7. e.) Thele are the Bones of the moft
¢ naoble king Arrélﬂr, which were plac’d here on the 13th
“ Day of M’?J- 1278, by the iliuftrious king Edward,
< his ferene (_Jc-ni'::rt Leonora, Willam Middleton, Bilhop
““ of Norwich eleCt, Thomasde Becke, Archdeacon ot Dor-

e Henry de Lafeey, Earl of Lincoln, and- many, other
< of the Nobility of England being prefent.”” And then
the king and Queen fiXing their R-‘J}ra! Signets to each
Cheft, they caufed the Cheft to be placed in the old Mau-
folcum, where they remained undifturbed about two
hundred and fifty Years; thatis to fay, till the Diffolu-
tion of the Abbey in king HE?’??‘_‘}' the eighth’s Days;  and
““ ggen this hoble Mummmnr (faith Speed) among the
¢ fatal Overthrows of infinite moke, was altogether razed

¢ at the difpolc of fome then in Lﬂmmlﬂiﬂn, whofe ovep.

. ¢ haity Aétions, and too forward Zeal in thefe Behalfs, hath

¢ Jeft unto us a2 Want of many Truths, and caufe o

“ wifh, that fome of their Employments had been better
¢ {pent.
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