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T A TUHE

LaxproOLDERS, &
GENTLEME?,I |

Gt HIL ST Men of much lower Name
28 and. Condition  than you, Shop-
keepers, Artificers, and Inholders,
have been claiming publick Notice
and Audience, and advifing their
Reprelentatives how to behave themfelves in
Parliament, direfting them exprefsly to oppole
all Excifes in any Shape whatfoever; 1 thould not
have been furprized to have feen you taking the
fame Liberty with your Reprefentatives, to have
e A2 feen
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{een you, inftru&ting and even praying them, to
remember your and their own long and heavy
Burdens, and advifing them readily to comply,
I do not fay with any Scheme for your Eafe (for
that would have been as ridiculous as immodeft)
but with all rgafonable and equal Methods to
abolith the Land-Tax, which in about forty Vears
has drained you of Sixty Millions.

Now if this great Blefling can be obtained

for you, even without your Application for it,
without any new Tax upon you or your Fellow
Subjects, nay without adding to any old Tax,
and without any other Alteration than that of
colleting an antient Duty by a different and
- more fuccefsful Method; 'are you obliged. to
thefe your Neighbours, your Fellow-Subjects,
thefe your Tenants and Dependants, for thus la-
bouring to defeat by Clamour and Bitternefs this
invaluable Advantage, this mighty Deliverance
of you and your Pofterity from a Load which
- you have fo long and fo forely felt, and which
has been generally underftood as an Incum-
brance entailed upon you through all Ages to
come?
- To one who has not well confidered the
Power of Prejudice, of Selfithnefs, and of popu-
lar ‘Frenzy, raifed and heightened by the Arts
and Inveétives of angry and interefted Men, it
would appear as amazing as it is melancholy and
fhocking, that what all Men ought to applaud
. and ‘promote, any Man fhould decry and op-
pofes that publick Benefits and the Relief of a

- | Nation
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Nation fhould bé unpopular, ahd that Millions
fhould continué burthened and diftreffed, rather
than Particulars be obliged to comply with Law
and Confcience. ' For, by Law and Cenicience,
Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, ought to have paid
as much to the Revenue when under the Cuf-
toms, as they have done firice under the Excife ;
yet they paid not then above one Half of | what
they pay now.

So that what Confcience and Oaths and for-
mer Laws could not effet, another Law and
a different Regulation have accomplithed. This
new Regulation was therefore a Cure for the Arts
and Frauds ufed in thefe Commodities, and, when
applied to Tobacco and Wine, will in all Pro-
bability produce the fame good Effeét, and a
double Revenue. So that the -WNation will be
profited and eafed without aggrieving Particu-
lars, unlefs the Cure of Frauds and of Corrup-
tion and Perjury be a Grievance. Yet this is
fuch a Grievance to fome, ‘that, to prevent it,
they have, by Arts and Mifreprefentations, and
Outcries of Opprefiion, influenced and inflamed
not only many who were themfelves " innocent,
but the Multirude in general, and pofieffed them
with ftrange Fears of General Excifes and Slavery;
as if the reftraining of a few Knaves were Matcer
of Oppreflion to all Men, when by it all Men
were to be benefited and relieved 3 as if it were
Slavery to be under a Prohibition to cheat;
and a furer Method of collecting the fame Duty
upon two fingle Commedities were a General
Excife. 2 To
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To fruftrate the Cure of thefe Frauds, the Re-
lief of all the Gentlemen and Land-owners in
Great Britain is to be poftponed and Iircvent-:d;
or, in the beft Light, you and yours ‘muft be
condemned to groan under a Tax upon your
Eftates for ever, all for this important Confide-
ration, that an Excifeman may not enter the
Shop of a Tobacconift, or the Cellar of a Vint-
ner. For this petty, this unequal Immunity to
their Goods and Warehoufes, your Lands muft
always continue affefled and exhaufted. For,
the whole Tenour of their Outcries, of their
Combinations and Applications, infers a Necef-
fity of holding you under a certain and fteddy
Tax, that they may pay theirs, or not pay it, as
they pleafe. _

The Entrance of an Excifeman into Shops
and Warehoufes, when open of Courfe to their
Cuftomers, can be no Injury, hardly an Incon-
venience, to the Owners, where no Fraud is
committed or intended. But fuppofe it an In-
convenience, fuppofe it fome Difadvantage ; is
there any Advantage in Society, any in human
Life, without fome Allay, fome Uneafinefs,
fome Difficulty, Pain, or Fear?

You, Gentlemen, have fenfibly found what a
heavy Misfortune has attended your greateft
Good, and even arifen from it, as you have been
obliged to pay great Sums for near half a Cen-
tury out of your Fortunes, for the Sake of be-
ing proteted in your Fortunes. Whatever
Debts you owed, whatever numerous Families

you
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you had to reaf,-wha,{:ev.er Table your Figure,
Name and Situation in the Country obliged you
to keep, whatever Port to fuftain-; though you
had many fine young Ladies to portion, many
young Gentlemen to educate and fettle ; ftil] 3
yearly Deduction was made our: of ‘your Rents,
however fcanty of themfelves, however ill paid,
and already burdened: with daily Repairs and
weekly Poor-Rates ;. befides that, together with
all thefe Loads, you had all other Taxes to pay,
for the Shoes that you wore; for the Candles that
you burned, for the ‘Soap that wathed you, for
the Drink that refrefhed yous; and a tenth Pare
of your annual Produce was ali. the while appro-
priated to the Church. But, as it was a Con-
tribution for publick Proteétion, it' was not to
be avoided: Nor do I remember that you have
ever in your InftruGions to your Reprefenta-
tives, defired them to take 1t off; fo little
Thﬁught had you of being relieved, at leaft u.
terly relieved from is. ' '

The Offer of Relief is therefore the more ge-
nerous, the more. pleafing and lurprizing ; yet .
this generous Offer; this fudden and unexpedied
Relief,  1s, you fee, oppofed with g]] Violence,
mifreprefented wich al] Falfhood, and revileq.
with all Bitternefs and Malice 5 ‘with fuch Rage,
with fuch Tumule, as if, far from removing old
Taxes, new Taxes were going to be laid on and
accumulated 'in the fevereft and mofl varigyg
Manner ; nay, -as ifour Government and Li-
Derties were going to be deftroyed,. Tyranny and
. arbi-

L]
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arbitrary Impofts fet o and univerfal Bondagc
to enfue. '

I am afthamed, fur ﬂhe Hnnour of Ma,nkthd
-.md of my Countrey, to mention, or rather to
repeat the miferable and ridiculous Caufe of all
this folemn Fear, . this popular Tumule and’ A-
larm. | Itisno other, norgreater, than that'i it is
apprehcnded that an Excife Officer, armed with
a gauging Wand, fhall examine the Hogtheads

of Vintners, and the Catks of Tobacconifts,
though he already pay daily Vifits totheir Neigh-
bours the Grocers, Druggifts; Chandlers, Soap.
boilers, Malfters, Brewers and Tanners, without
hnngmg them any Terror or Difturbance § fo
far is he from opprefling orenflaving them.
1Does it'do Credit to the Candour of fuch as
began this Afiright, or to the Underftanding of
thofe who are feized with it, to turn'this Sort of
poor Officer, one fo familiar to our Eycs, fo
long tried and harmlefly employed, into fuch a
Bugbear, as if each of them were a Bathaw arm-
ed with Legions and lawlels Power ? There can
hardly be a greater Inftance that there is nothing
fo falfe, fo extravagant and incredible, nor even
1mpofﬁble, but fome Men will be found to affert
it, others to believe it. |
- Many Kinds of Trades are now under the In-
fpection of this Officer: He vifits Brewers, Chand-
lers, Soapmakers, Malfters, Tanners, &c, all as
deferving Subjects, as Dealers in Tobacco and
Wine, and of much more Importance to the
Publick ; and why they who are no better than

the
B
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the reft, and not fo ufeful, fhould claim greater
Exemption, efpecially fuch an Exemption asaffets
the Publick fo nearly, and you, Gentlemen, fo
effentially, no equal or tolerable Reafon can be
affigned. Would you lofe one of the greateft
Advantages that ever were offered to you, be-
caufe your Neighbour, with whom you lay out
your Money for Wine and Tobacco, and con-
fequently maintain him, cares not that an Officer
thould crofs bis Threthold, though that Officer
cannot hurt him, if he injure not the Publick,
and defeat not the Laws? Nay, that Officer isa
certain Security, and even a Benefaltor to every
fair Dealer, by watching and preventing the foul
Dealer, who, by cheating the Publick, can un-
der-fell, and confequently undu his falr Neigh-
bour.

Now where the honeft Trader, by paymg the
full Duty without raifing ‘the Price, is ruined,
and the unjuft Trader, by paying no Duty, or
very little Duty, and yet not linking the Price,
or. finking it but a little, thrives, is it 'not juft
to encourage “the former and check the latter?
This is therefore a Pl‘ﬂ_]f:& for the Advancement
of publick ‘and private Huneﬁy, as well as of
your Eafeand Profperity.

- Nor can there be fo equitable a Methud con-
trived of raifing a° Duty upon thefe two Com-
modities. The Merchant ‘who imports them
pays no Duty, and cannot be aggrieved or hurt :
"The Retailer who bays them of the Merchant, and
plys the Duty; and by raifing the Price makes

B the
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the Confumer repay him, cannot be hurt ; for
neither does he pay any Thing out of his own
Pocket, It is you, Gentlemen, and the reft of
the Confumers, who pay all. Even fuch as pay
no Duty, charge you, as if they did.

How therefore does this Change in the Method
of colleéting the Buty, injure any honeft Man?
T am fure it aff‘e&s you in a very defirable, in a
very glorious Manner. It is a Scheme for ad-
d:ng to the Eftate of every Man who has one.
Tt is giving every fuch Man another Eftate, a
tenth, or a twentieth more than he had before.
Tt is giving to fome of you Hundreds 2 Year,
to moft of you Pounds, and to every one in Pro-
portion to what he already pofleffes, or hasalrea-
dy fuffered.

What a glorious Relief and Donation would
this have been thought at a Time when no fuch
Relief was expeted? And that Time has been
almoft ever fince the very Beginning of the Land
Tax s nor has any Thing been more commonly
belicved, than that this Tax was tolaft for ever.

It has been aIways confidently charged upon the
Revolution by-its Ent':mﬁ:s, as a Curfe and Cala-
mity entailed upﬂn it, that it had introduced a
heavy Burden upon Land, from which the Gen-
zlemen and Frecholders of England were never
more to be releafed. Are they not then your
Friends, your Benefattors, your good Angels,
that prefent you with this noble, this necefiary,
this unhoped-for Relief, this Addition to your
Fortunes, without laying a fingle Farthing upon



(11)
¢he reft of your Fellow Subjcé'ts ? Tt is therefore
extremely unkind, not to fay barbarnus, in thEm

S

Burung them, nay. tendmg ﬂwdently to the,lr.
Advantage in general : But their P‘afﬁons, rarfﬂd
by Art or Folly, blind them: Do not let thmr
Paffions blind you too: Though the Senfe of
Feeling alone, even without Eyes, would ﬁ:em
{ufficient to convince ymu of the Beneﬁt m*[mdt:ci
for you.

How therefore ' can you rehfh tha T
Noife employed to defeat that great. Benefic?
How can fuch as employ them expeé any other
Return from you thanthat of Refentment or Con-
tempt? What would ic be to you, that only a
new Law were intended to mend. the Defefts of
an’ old one, that the Daty upon Tobacco and
‘Wine were to be paid to an Officer of Excife in-
ftead of an Officer of the Cuftoms,even though
this Change were of no immediate Advantage to
you > But when by fuch an eafy, fuch a fmall
Change, Benefits fo notable accrue to you, can you
forbear wnndcr:ng at the Immodefty of thofe who
hnpe to clofe your Eycs, to deprive you of your
other Senfes, and to make you combine with them
agamﬂ: your felves? Thf:y have fcnt or, perhaps
more properly, procurcd to be fenr, Dire&tions
to their Reprefentatives, to oppofe this harmlefs,
this beneficent Scheme, that is, to 9ppofe your Re-
Jsff Is this neighbourly, orjuft, or honett? Or
!s it not the greateft Infult and Injury that can be

B2 offered
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offered.to.you? And do they who ﬁr& awaken-
ed, and then pmmnted this Spirit of Oppofition
‘and Tumult, deferve your Thanks now, or your
Votes hereafter? And does it not deferve your No-
' tice at prefent, and your Remembrance hereafter,
- that they have laboured with all their Might to
miflead you from your own Intereft and Preferva-
~ tion, to enrage you againft your real Benefactors,

and ftirred up your very Tenantsand Neighbours
to.confpire againit you?

You might fight them with the:r own Weapﬂns,
and fend Directions to your Reprefentativesin your
Turn, and there fet forth your Motives and Pre-
tenfions in very moving Strains, But I thank God,
*tis needlefs; _your, Reprefentatives will do yuu and
‘themfelves juﬁzce iy
" Thefe angry. People feem to combat agam&
Shadows and Phanmms, as .well as againft your
Good; tht:y fnghten themfelves, or others frigh-
ten them, with the Word Excife, with Excife Of-
ﬁm‘s, and the Laws of Excife. They fay nothing
of the Cuftoms, which have their Oﬁaer.s and Laws,
and Terrors too; and, as an Excife-Officer can g0
wherever there are excifeable Commodities s fo can a
Cuftomhoufe Officer go wherever there are cu-
Jtomable Commodities. Upon any Information of
Run Goods, the Cuftomboufe Officer, aflifted by pro-
per Authority, may enter private Houfes and
make Search; and without fuch Information and
fuch &uthnrlty, an Exa:ff Officer cannot. enter nor
iearch there.

I very much doubt whether thcy who make the

greateft
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greateft Noife about changing Commodities from
Cuftom to Excife, underftand the Difference, or
have a clear Notion of either, Cujffoms are Duties
paid by the Merchant upon Importation : Excifes
are Duties payable by the Retailer upon Confump-
tion. - Now as the Cuffoms are liable to many
Frauds, which can be prevented underan Excife;
>tis judged proper for your Sakes, Gentlemen,
and for other publick Confiderations, in which you
are likewife concerned, to.remove two Commo-
dities, both foreign ones, and both employed in
Luxury, fromthe Cuffoms to the Eaxcife.

What Advantage orrather Profic will from this
Change, which hurts no honeft Man, redound to
you, I have already explained. It will befides
have an immediate Tendency to leflen and dif-
charge the publick Debts, to {upply the current
Service of each Year, to make up the Deficien-
cies of other Funds, and to the abolifhing in Time
all other grievous Taxes. So that, what additio-
" nal Sums this new Method brings in, are not in-
tended to enrich Courts nor Courtiers, or to be
applied at Random, or fquandered profufely ;
but to be faithfully applied by your own Repre-
fentatives to your Ufe and that of the Publick ;
norcan it fail, by increafing the National Revenue,
to difcharge the National Debts, and Taxes, and
Tax.gatherers. - Thus as we are often forced to
have recourfe to War in order to procure Peace,
the Addition of afew Officers now, will ferve to
l?ﬂ‘en and difmifsa grcat Number of Officers here-
RILEr, J for |
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This will be a noble Improvement of  the pub:
lick Revenue, worthy of the Thoughts and Pur-
fair of Minifters and Legiflators, of inftant Con-
cern and Benefit to you, anid merits the good Wi-
fhus and Aid of all Men. This prefent Alteration
neither falls upon your Land, nor the Produce of
your Land, nor upon our Manufactures, nor upon
any native Commodities, nor lays any new Duty
even upon thofe two foreign Commodities; Wine
and Tobacco, butonly provides tha.t fuchas ﬁnle

the old Duty fhall fteal no more.~

Clamour and Oppofition upon the laying of any
new Tax are ufual, though fuch Tax be ever fo
reafonable or neceflary, and even intended to lef-
{=n or abolifh fuch as are not fo. But here no new
Tux is dreamt of; yet what Clamour, only upon
airering the Method of colleétingan old Tax,and
«itablithing a ‘better Method ‘of colleting' it 3

though nothing has been more ¢ommon than to

vary the Laws.of the Revenues from Year to Year
wherever they were found faulty or defective? T
do not remember that the Impofition of a new
Tax, however heavy and diftrefling, ever begot
fuch Outcries..” When Leather, Soap, and C‘.:mdff:,
(Commodities fo neceffary to Life, ‘and of our
own Produce) were excifed in'the latter End of the
Queen’s Reign,. no fuch Clamour enfued.” Thé
Eixcife at prefent intended, only extends to two
foreign Commodities, two Commodities of Lux-
ury. Yet what Clamour now, what Tumult, what
Combinations ! ‘Was any fuch Alarm raifed when
Tea, Coffee and Chocolate were fubjected to an
Excife











































































