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pispesya T was about the cinning of Sep-
-""}"_,f-_-_,_:_ tember 1664, that I?egmun guthﬂ Rgf
SC I DIF of my Neighbours, heard, in ordi-
e Jtace nary Dilcourfe, that the Plague was
PueoNI return’d again in Hollend, for it
had been very violent there, and parnculany
at Amflerdam and Roterdam, in the Year 1063,

whether fbey fay, it was brought, fome faid from
Italy, cthers from the Levait among fome Goods,
which were brought heme by their Turkey-
Fleet ; others faid it was brought from Candia ;
others from Cyprus. It matter’d not, from whence
it came; but all agreed, it was come into Hel-
land again. :

We had no fuch thing as printed News-Pa-
pers in thofe Days, to fpread Rumours and Re-
{:urts of Things; and to improve them by the

nvention of Men, as I have liv'd to fee practis'd
fince, But fuch things as thofe were gather’d
B irong
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the. PLAGUE. -

From Jan. 31. to Feb. 4. St. Brides 13
okt | St. Fames 5
Febs ¢ t0 14. St. Brides 12

; St. Fames ]

Befides this, it was obferv’d with great Un-
eafinefs by the People, that the weekly Bills in
general increas’d very much during thefe Weceks,
altho’ it was at a Time of the Year, when ufually
the Bills are very moderate,

The ufual Number of Burials within the Bills
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240
or thereabouts, to 3oa. The laft was elteem’d a
pretty high Bill ; but after this we found the Bills
fucceflively increafing, as follows. :

| Increafed
Dec. the 20. to the 24th, Buried 291:
27. to the 3 Fan. —— 349. ——58

Fanuary 3. to the 1o0. — 304, ———45
10. to the 17. — 415 21
17. to the 24. —— 474 ———50

This laft Bill was really frightful, being a
higher Number than had been known to have
been buried in one Week, fince the preceeding
Vifitation of 1656.

However, all this went off again, and the
Weather proving celd, and the Froft which be-
gan in December, {till continuing very {evere, even
till near the End of February, attended with fharp
tho’ moderate Winds, the Bills decreas’d again,
and the City grew healthy, and every body began
to look upon the Danger as good as over; only
that ftill the Burials in St. Giles’s continu’d high :
From the Beginning of April efpecially they ftood
at 25 each Week, till the Week from the 18th to
the 25th, when there was buried in St. Giles’s

B 3 Parith
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Parith 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of
the Spotted-Fever, which was look’d upon as the
fame thing; likewife the Number that died of
the Spotted-Fever in the whole increafed, being
8 the Week before, and 12 the week above-
named.

This alarm’d us all again, and terrible Appre-
henfions were among the People, efpecially the
Weather being now chang’d and growing warm,
and the Summer being at Hand : However, the
next Week there feem’d to be fome Hopes again,
the Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in
all was but 388, ‘there was none of the Plague,
and but four of the Spotted-Fever.

But the following Week it return’d again, and
the Diftemper was fpread into two or three other
Parithes( viz.) St. Andrew’s Holborn, St. Clement’s-
Danes, and to the great Affliction of the City,
one died within the Walls, in the Parifth of St.
Mary-Weol-Church, that is to fay, in Bearbinder -
Laxe, near Stocks-market ; in ‘all there were nine
of the Plague, and {ix of the Spotted-Fever. It
was however upon Enquiry found, that this Fremch-
man who died in Bearbinder-Lane, was one who,
having liv’d in Long-Acre, near the infected Houfes,
had removed for fear of the Diftemper, not know-
ing that he was already infected.

This was the beginning of May, vet the Wea-
ther was temperate, variable and cool enough,
and People had ftill fome Hopes: That which en-
courag’d them was, that the City was healthy, the
whole g% Parithes buried but 54, and we began
to hope, that as it was chiefly among the Pec-
ple at that End of the Town, it might go no far-
ther: and the rather, becaufe the next Week which
was from the gth, of May to the 16th there died
but three, of which not one within the whole

City
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City or Liberties, and St. Zndrew’s buried but 15,
which was very low : *Tis true, St. Giles’s buried
two and thirty, but flill as there was but one of the
Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole Bill
alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill
was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but
343 : We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Days.
But it was but for a few; for the People were no
more to be deceived thus; they fearch’d the Houlfes,
and found that the Plague was really fpread every
way, and that many died of it every Day : So that
now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no
more to be concealed, nay it quickly appeared that
the Infection had fpread itfelf beyond all Hopes of
Abatement : that in the Parifh of St. Giles’s, it
was gotten into feveral Streets, and feveral Fami-
lies lay all fick together ; And, accordingly, in the
W:ckly Bill for the next WEE‘]—:, the thing began to
fhew itfelf ; there was indeed but 14 fet down of the
Plague, but this was all Knavery and Collufion,
for St. Giles’s Parifh they buried 40 in all, where-
of it Was certain moft of them died of the Pl lague,
though they were fer down of other Diﬂfcmpers
and though the Number of all the Burials were
not increafed above 32, and the whole Bill being
but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spotted- I'E'vﬂ,
as well as 14 of the Plague; and we took it
for granted upon the whole, that there were 50
died that Week of the Plague,

The next Bill was from the 23d of May to the
goth, when the Number of the Plague was 17 :
But the Burials in St. Giles’s were 53, a frightful
Number! of whom they fet down but g of the
- Plague : But on an Examination more ftri¢tly by
the Juftices of the Peace, and at the Lord Ma}rﬂr 5
Requeft, it was found there were 20 more, who
were really dead of the Plague in that Parith, but

; B 4 had
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had been fet duwn of the Spotted-Fever. or other .
Diltempers, befides others concealed.

. But thofe were trifiing Things to what followed
immediately after; for now the Weather fet in hot,
and from the firft Week in Fune, the Infetion
{fpread in a drcadful Manner, and the Bills rife
hxgh, the Articles of the Fever, Spﬂttf:d Fever,
and Teeth, began tofwell : Forall that could con-
ceal their Diftempers, did it to. prevent their
Neighbours fhunning and refufing to converfe
with them ; and alfo to prevent Authority fhut-
ting up their Houfes, which though it was not
yet pm&lfﬁd %‘Et was threatned, ami Peuplc were
extremely terrify’d at the T houghts of it.

The Second Week in Fune, the Parifh of St.
Giles’s, where ftill the Weight of the que&tun,
lay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills faid but
68 of the Plague ; every Body faid there had been
100 at leaft, calculating it from the ufual Number
of Funerals in that Parifh as above.

Till this Week the City continued free, dmrc.
having never any died except that one Frenckman,
who I mention’d before, within the whole 97 Pa-
rithes. INow there died t::uur within the City, one
in [/ eod-fireet, one in Fenchurch-fireet, and two in
Crooked-lane :  Scutbwark was entirely free, having
not one yet died on that Side of the Water.

1 liv’d without Adgate, about mid-way between
Aldgate-Church and .sz:f Chapel-Bars, on the left
Hand or North-fide of the Street; and as the
Diftemper had not rcach’d to that Side of the City,,

our T“\ruf!hbnm hood. continued very eafy: But at
the other End of the Town, their Confternation
was very great; and the richer forr of People, ei~
pecially the Nobility and Geatry, from the Welt-.
arg of .the Ciry hmng’d out of Town, with their
“amilies and Servants in an unufal Manner ; and

this was more particularly feen in W&m—&bﬁpﬂ
that
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‘that is to fay, the Broad-ftreet where I liv'd; In-
deed nothing was to be feen but Waggons and
Carts, with Goods, Women, Servants, Childreny
&e. Coaches £ill'd with People of the better Sor Ly
and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying
away; then empty Waggons and Carts appear d
and Spare-horfes with Servants, who it was appa-
rent were returning or {ent from the Countries to
fetch more PE:DPIE Befides innumerable Num-
bers of Men on Horfeback, fome alone, others with
Servants, and generally fpeakm all loaded with
Baggage and fitted out for travelhn@r, as any one
might perceive by their Appearance.

‘This was a very terrible and mehnchol}r Thing
to fee, and as it was a Sight which I cou’d net but.
look on from Morning to Night; for indeed there:
was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it filled-
me with very ferious Thoughts of the Mifery that
was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con-
dition . of thofe thatwould be left in it.

This Hurry of the People was {uch for fome
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord-
Mayor’s Doer without exceeding Difficulty ; there
was {uch prefling and crouding there to get Pafies
and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelled:
abroad ; for, without theff:, there was no being ad-
mitted to pafs thro’ the Towns upon the Road,
or to lodge in any Inn: Now as there had none!
died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor
gave Certificates of Health without any Difficulty
to all thofe who liv’d in the 97 Parithes, and to
thofe within the Liberties too for a while,

This Hurry, I fay, continued fome Weeks, that
is to fay, all the Month of May and Fune, and the
more becaufe it was rumour’d that an order of
the Government was to be iffued out, to place
Turn-pikes and Barriers on the Road; to prevent

Peoples
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Peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the
Road, would not fuffer People from Lsndon to pafs,
for fear of bringing the Infection along with them,
though neither of thefe Rumours had any Founda-
tion, but in the Imagination ; efpecially at firft.

. I now began to confider ferioufly with myfelf,
concerning my own Cafe, and how I fhould dif-
pofe of myfelf; that is to fay, whether I fhould
refolve to ftay in London, or thut up my Houfe
and flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have
fer this particular down {o fully, becaufe I
know not but it may be of Moment to thofe who
come after me, if they come to be brought to the
fame Diftrefs, and to the fame Manner of making
their Choice, and therefore I defire this Account
may pafs with them, rather for a Direftion to
themfelves to act by, than a Hiftory of my Aé-
ings, feeing it may not be of one Farthing value
to them to note what became of me.

I had two important things before me ; the one
was the carrying on my Bufinefs and Shop ; which
was confiderable, and in which was embark’d all
my Effects in the World ; and the other was the
Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a Calamity,
as | faw apparently was coming upon the whole
City ; and which, however great it was, my Fears
perhaps, as well as other Peoples, reprefented to
be much greater than it could be,

The firft Confideration was of great Moment
to me; my Trade was a Sadler, and as my Deal-
ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade,
but among the Merchants, trading to the Englih
Colonies in Aiterica, fo my Effects lay very much
in the hands of fuch. I was a fingle Man ’tis true,
but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept at my
Bufinefs, had a Houfe, Shop, and Ware-houfes
fill’d- with Goods 3 and in fhort, to leave them all
as things in fuch a Cafe muflt be left, thatis to

fay
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fay, without any Overfeer or Perfon fit to be
trufted with them, had been to hazard the Lofs
not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, and
indeed of all I had in the World.

I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time .in
Londo; and not many Years before come over
from Portugaly and advifing with him, his Anlwer
was in three Words the fame that was given in
another Cafe quite different, (viz. Mafter fave thy
felf. Ina Word, he was for my retiring into the
Country, as he refolv’d to do himfelf with his Fa-
mily; telling me, what he had it feems, heard
abroad, that the beft Preparation for the Plague
was to run away from it. As to my Argument
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he
quite confuted me: He told me the {ame thing,
which I argued for my ftaying, (viz.) That I would
trufft God with my Safety and Health, was the
ttrongeft Repulfe to my Pretenfions of lofing my
Trade and my Goods; for, fays he, is it not as
reafonable that you thould truft Ged with the
Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that
you fthould ftay in {o eminent a Point of Danger,
and truft him with your Lite?

I could not argue that I was in any Straight, as
to a Place where to go, having feveral Friends
and Relations in Northamptonfbire, whence our
Family firft came from ; and particularly, T had
an only Sifter in Lincolufbire, very willing to re-
ceive and entertain me.

My Brother, who had already fent his Wife and
two Children into Bedfordfbire, and refolv’d to
follow them, prefs’"d my going very earneftly;
and I had once refolv’d to comply with his De-
fires, but at that time could get no Horfe : For
tho’ it is true, all the People did-not go out of
the City of London ; yet I may venture to fay, that
in a manner all the Horfes did ; for there was

hardly
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hardly a Horfe to be bought or hired in the
whole City for fome Weeks. Once I refolv’d to
- travel on Foot with one Servant; and as many
did, lie at no Inn, but carry a Seldier’s Tent with
us, and io lie in the Fields, the Weather bein
very warm, and no danger from. taking cold :
{fay, as many did, becaufe feveral did fo at laft,
eipecially thofe who had been in the Armies in
the VWar which had not been many Years pait;
and I muft needs fay, that fpeaking of fecond
Caufes, had moft of the Peuple that travelled,
done fo, the Plague had not been carried into lo:
many Cﬂuntry- Towns and Houfes, as it was; to.
the great Damage, and indeed to the Ruin of
abundance of People.

But then my Servant, who I had intended to
take down with me, deceiv’d me; and being
frighted at the Increafe of the Dl&:mper and
not knowing when I fhould go, he took other
Meaiures, and left me, fo I was put off for that
Time; and one way or other, 1 always found
that to appoint to go away was always crofs’d
by fome Accident or other, fo as to difappoint
and put it off again; and this brings in a Story
which otherwife might be thought a necdlefs Di-
greflion, (viz.) about thefe Difappointments be-
ing from Heaven.

I mention this: Story alfo as the beft Method
I can advife any Perfon to take induch a Cafe,
efpecially, if he be one that makes' Conicience of
his: Duty, and would be directed what to do in
it, namely, that he fhould keep his Eye upon the
particular Providences which occur at that Time,
and look upon them complexly, as they regard
one another, and as altogether regard the OFuc-
ftion before him, and then Ithink, he may fafely
take them for Intimations from Heaven of what
1s his unqueftion’d Duty to doin fuch a Cale;

1
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I mean as to going away from, or taying in the
Place where we dwell, when vifited with an in=
fectious Diftemper. _

It came very warmly into my Mind, one Morn-
ing, as 1 was mufing on this particular thing,
that as nothing attended us without the Direttion
or Permiffion of Divine Power, fo thefe Difap- -
peintments muft have fomething in them extraor-
dinary ; and I ought to confider whether it did
not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it
was the Will of Heaven I fhould rot go. Itim.
mediately follow’d in my Thoughts, that if it really
was from God, thatI fhould ftay, he was able
effectually to preferve me in the midft of all the
Death and Danger that would furround me; and
that if I attempted to fecure myfelf by flecing
from my Habitation, and acted contrary to theie
Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was
a kind of flying from God, and that he could
caufe his Juttice to overtake me when and where
he thought fit.

- Thefe Thoughts quite turn’d my Refolutions
again, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro-
ther again, I told him, that I enclin’d to ftay and
take my Lot in that Station in which Gad had
plac’d me; and that it feem’d to be made more
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I
have faid.

My Brother, tho’ a very Religious Man him-
felf, laught at all I had {uggeited about its being
an Intimation from Heaven, and told me feveral
Stories of fuch fool-hardy People, as be call’d them,
as I was; that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as
a Work of Heaven, ii I had been any way difabled
by Diftempers or Difeales, and that then not be-
ing able to go, I ought to dcquicite in the Di-
rection of him, ‘who hawncr been my Maker, had
an undlfpuxﬂd Right of Snvarawntg in difpofing;

of
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of me; and that then there had been no Diffi-
culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro-
vidence, and which was not: But thatI fhould .
take it as an Intimation from Heaven , {that I
thould not go out of Town, only becaufe 1 could
not hire a Horfe to go, or my Fellow was run away
that was to attend me, was ridiculous, fince at the
fame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other
Servants, and might, with Eafe, travel a Day or
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of be-
ing in perfect Health, might either hire a Horfe, or
take Poft on the Road, asI thought fit.

Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifchievous
Confequences which attended the Prefumption of
the Turks and Adabometans in Afia and in other
Places, where he had been (for my Brother be-
ing a Merchant, was a few Years before, as I
have already obferv’d, returned from abroad, com-
ing laft from Lisbon) and how prefuming upon
their profefs’d predeftinating Notions, and of every
Man’s End being predetermin’d and unalterably
before-hand decreed, they would go unconcern’d in-
to infected Places, and converfe with infected Per-
fons, by which Means they died at the Rate
of Ten or Fifteen Thoufand a-Week, whereas
the Europeans, or Chriftian Merchants, who kept
themfelves retired and referv’d, generally efcap’d
the Contagion.

Upon thefe Arguments my Brother chang’d my
Refolutions again, and I began to refolve to go,
and accordingly made all things ready ; for in
thort, the Infection increafed round me, and the
Bills were rifen to almoft 700 a-Week, and my
Brother told me, he would venture to ftay no
longer. I defir'd him to let me confider of it but
till the next Day, and 1 would refolve ; and as
I had already prepar’d every thing as well
as I could, as to my Bufinefs, and who to en-

truft
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truft my Affairs with, I had little to do but to
refolve, £

I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs’d in
my Mind, irrefolute, and not knowing what to
do; I had fer the Evening wholly apart to con-
fider ferioufly about it, and was all alone; for al-
ready People had, as it were by a general Con-
fent, taken up the Cuftom of not going out of
Doors after Sun-fet, the Reafons I thall have Oc-
cafion to fay more of by-and-by.

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavoured
to refolve firft, what was my Duty to do, and I
ftated the Arguments with which my Brother had
prefs’d me to go into the Country, and 1 fet
againit them the ftrong Impreflions which I had
on my Mind for ftaying ; the vifible Call I feem’d
to have from the particular Circumitance of m
Calling, and the Care due from me for the Pre-
fervation of my Effects, which were, as I might
fay, my -Eftate: alfo the Intimations which I
thought I had from Heaven, that to me fignify’d
a kind of Direction to venture, and it occurr’d to
me, that if I had what I might call a Direction
to ftay, I ought to fuppofe it contain’d a Promife
of being preferved, if I obey’d.

This lay clofe to me, and my Mind feemed
more and more encouraged to ftay than ever, and
{fupported with a fecret SatisfaGtion, that I fhould
be kept : Add to this, that turning over the Bible,
Which lay before me, and while my Thoughts
were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Quef-
tion, I cry’d out, WELL, 7 know not what to
do, Lord diref me! and the like; and that Junc-
ture I happen’d to ftop turning over the Book, at
the 91# Pfalm, and cafting my Eye on the fecond
Verle, I read on to the 7th Verfe exclufive; and
after that, included the 1oth, as follows. I will

J% of the Lord, He ismy refuge, and my fortre/s,
X iy
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my God, in kim will I traft. Surely ke fhall de-
liver thee from the [nave of the fowler, and from the
woifom peftilence.  He )%:sz cover thee with bis fea-
thers, and under bis wings fbalt thou truft : his truth
Jhall be thy fhicld and buckler. Thou fhalt not be afraid
for the tervor by might, wor for the arrow that
Jflieth by day: Nor for the peflilence that walketh
in darknefs: nor for the deflruition ihat wafleth at
noon-day. A thoufand [ball fall at thy fide, and ten
thoufand at thy vight band: but it fball not come
nigh thee.  Only with thine Eyes fhalt thou bebold and
Jee the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou baft made
tbe Lord which is my refuge, even the moft High, iby
babitation : There fhall no awf befal thee, ﬂm&er Joall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &c.

I fcarce need tell the Reader, that from that
Moment I refolv’d that I would ftay in the Town,
and cafting myfelf entirely upon the Goodnefs and
Protection of the Almighty, would not feck any
other Shelter whatever ; and thit as my Times were
in his Hands, he was as able to keep me in a
Time of the Infe@ion as in a Time of Health 3
and if he did not think fit to deliver me, ftill
I was in his Hands, and it was meet he fhould
do with me as fhould feem good to him.

With this Refolution I went to Bed; and I was
farther confirm’d in it the next Day, by the Wo-
man being taken ill with whom 1 had intended to
entruft my Houfe and all my Affairs: But I had
a farther Obligation laid on me on the fame Side ;
for the next Day I found mylelf very much out
of Order alfo; fo that if I would have gone away,
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days,
and this entirely determin’d my Stay ; fo I took
my leave of my Brother, who went away to Dar#-
ing in Surry, and afterwards fetch’d a Round far-
ther into Buckinghbamfbire, or Bedfordfbire, to a Re-
treat he Irad found out there for his Family, :

L
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It was a very ill Time to be fick in, for if any
one complain’d, it was immediately faid he had the
Plague; and tho’ I had indeed no Symptoms of
that Diftemper, yet being very ill, both in my
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Ap-
prehenfion, that I really was infeCted; but in
about three Days I grew better, the third Night
I refted well, fweated a little, and was much re-
frefh’d; the Apprehenfions of its being the Infec-
tion went alfo quite away with my Illnefs, and I
went about my Bufinefs as ufual.

Thefe Things however put off all my Thoughts
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him,
or with mylelf, on that Subject.

It was now mid-7u/y, and the Plague which
had chiefly rag’d at the other End of the Town,
and as I faid before, in the Parifhes of St. Giles’s,
St. Andrews Holborn, and towards Weftminfler,
began now to come Eaffward towards the Part
where I liv’d, Tt was to be obferv’d indeed, that
it did not come ftraight on towards us; for the
City, thatis to fay within the Walls, was indif-
ferent healthy flill; nor was it got then very much
over the Water into Southwark; for tho® there died
that Week 1268 of all Diftempers, whereof it
might be fuppos’d above goo died of the Plague;
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within
the Walls; and but 1 9 1 Southwark, Lambeth
Parifh included; whereas in the Parifhes of St.
Giles, and St. Martins in the Ficlds alone, there
died 421.

But we perceiv'd the Infection kept chiefly in
the out-Parifhes, which being very populous, and
fuller alfo of Poor, the Diftemper found more to
Prey upon than in the City, as I thall obferve after-
ward; we perceiv'd I fay, the Diftemper to draw
our Way; (viz.) by the Parithes of Clerken-awell,

G Crip-
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Cripplegate, Shoreditch, and Bifbepfrates which laft
two Parifhes joining to Aldgaie, White-Chapel, and
Stepney, the Infection came at length to {pread its
utmoft Rage and Violence in thofe Parts, even
when it abated, at the W@@ﬁrﬂ Parifhes where it
began.

, Tc was very {trange to obferve, that in this par-
ticular Week, from the 4th to the 11th of Fuly,
when, as I have obferv’d, there died near 400 of
the Plague in the two Parifhes of St. Martin’s,
and St. Giles’s in the Fields only, there died in the
Parith of Aldgate but four, in the Parith of W hite-
Chapel three, in the Parith of Stepney but one.

Likewife in the next Week, from the rith of
Fuly to the 18th, when the Week’s Bill was
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on
the whole Seutbivark Side of the Water, than fix-
teen.

But this Face of things foon changed, and it
began to thicken in Cripplegate Parifh eipecially,
and in Clerken-well; fo, that by the fecond Week
in Augujt, Cripplegate Pariih alone, buried eight
hundred eighty fix, and Clerken-well 1555 of the
firft, eight hundred and fifty might well be rec-
koned to die of the Plague; and of the laft, the
Bill itfelf faid, 145 were of the Plague.

During the Month of 7u/y, and while, as I have
obferv’'d, our Part ot the Town feem’d to be
fpar’d in comparifon of the /i7gff Part, 1 went or-
dinarily about the Streets, as my Bufinefs requir’d,
and particularly went generally, once in a Day,
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brother’s
Houfe, which he had given me charge of, and to
fee if it was fafe: And having the Key in my
Pocket, 1 ufed to go into the Houfe, and over
moit of the Rooms, to fee that all was well; for
tho’ it be fomething wondertul to tell, that any
fhould have Hearts fo hardened, in the midft of

fuch
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fuch a Calamity, as to rob and fteal, yet certain
it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le-
vities and Debaucheries were then practis’d in the
Town, as openly as ever, I will not lay quite as
frequently, becaufe the Numbers of People were
many ways leflen’d.

But the City itfelf began now to be vifited
too, I mean within the Walls; but the Number
of People there were indeed extremely leflen’d by
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the
Country; and even all this Month of Fuly they
continu’d to flee, tho’ not in fuch Multitudes as
formerly. In Ausuft indeed, they fled in fuch a
manner, that I began to think, there would be
really none but Magiftrates and Servants left in
the City.

As they fled now out of the City, fo I fhould
obferve, that the Court removed carly, (24z.) in
the Month of Fume, and went to Oxford, where it
pleas’d God to preferve them; and the Diftemper
did not, as I keard of, fo much as touch thems
for which I cannot fay, that I ever faw they
fhew’d any great Token of Thankfulnefs, and
hardly any thing of Reformation, tho’ they did
not want being told that their crying Vices might,
without Breach of Charity, be faid to have gone
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the
whole Nation.

- The Face of Londen was now indeed ftrangely
alter’d, I mean the whole Mafs of Buildings, City,
Liberties, Suburbs, #efminfier, Southwart, and
altogether; for as to the particular Part called the
City, or within the Walls, that was not fyet much
infected; but in the whole, the Face o Things,
I fay, was much alter’d; Sorrow and Sadnefs
fat upon every Face; and tho’ fome Part were
not yet overwhelm’d, yet all look’d deeply con-
cern'd; and as we faw it apparently coming on,

C 2 fo
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fo every one look’d on himfelf, and his Family,
as in the utmoft Danger: were it poflible to repre-
fent thofe Times exactly to thofe that did not fee
them, and give the REE!EI‘ due Ideas of the Horror
that every where prefented itfelf, it muft make
juit Impreffions upon their Minds, and fill them
with Surprize. London might well be faid to be
all in Tears; the Mourners did not go about the
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made
a formal Drefs of Mourning for their neareft
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly
heard in the Streets; the fhrieks of Women and
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their
Houfes, where their deareft Relations were, per-
haps dying, or juft dead, were fo frequent to be
heard, as we pafled the Streets, that it was
enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World,
to hear them. “Tears and Lamentations were feen
almoft in every Houfe, efpecially in the firft Part
of the Vifitation; for towards the latter End,
Mens Hearts were hardened, and Death was fo al-
ways before their Eyes, that they did not fo much
concern themfielves for the Lofs of their Friends,
expetting, that themiclves fhould be fummoned
the next Hour.

Bufinefs led me out fometimes to the other
End of the Town, even when the Sicknels was
chiefly there; and as the thing was new to me,
as well as to every Body elfe, it was a moft fur-
prifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, which were
ufually fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo
few People to be feen in them, that if I had been
a Stranger, and at a Lofs for my Way, I might
fometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street,
I mean of the By-Streets, and fee no Body to di-
re€t me, except Watchmen, fet at the Doors of
fuch Houfes as were fhut up; of which I fhall
{peak prefently.

(A U One
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on
_fome fpecial Bufinefs, Curiofity led me to obferve
things more than ufually; and indeed 1 walk’d &
great Way where I had no Bufinefs; I went up
Holbern, and there the Street was full of Peoples
but they walk’d in the middle of the great Street,
neither on one Side or other, becaufe, as I fuppofe,
they would not mingle with any Body that came
out of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scents
from Houfes that might be infeed.

The Inns-of-Court were all thut up; nor were
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or
Lancolns-Inn, or Grevs-ITun, to be feen there. Every
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for
Lawyers; befides, it being in the Time of the
Vacation too, they were generally gone into the
Country. Whole Rows of Houfes in fome Places,
were fhut clofe up; the Inhabitants all fled, and
only a Watchman or two left.

When T fpeak of Rows of Houfes being fhut
up, I do not mean thut up by the Magiftrates;
but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the
Court, by the Neceflity of their Employments, and
other Dependencies: and as others retir'd, really
frighted with the Diftemper, it was a meer Defo-
lating of fome of the Streets: But the Fright was
not yet near fo great in the City, abftraitly fo
called; and particularly becaufe, tho’ they were
at firft in a moft inexpreflible Confternation, yet
as I have obferv’d, that the Diftemper intermitced
often at firft,; fo they were as it were, alarm’d,
and unalarm’d again, and this feveral times, rill
it began to be familiar to them; and that even,
when it appear’d violent, yet feeing it did not
prefently fpread into the City, or the Eaff and
South Parts, the People began to take Courage,
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned: It is
true, a valt many People fled, as I have obferv’d;

£ 3 yet
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yet they were chiefly from the /7¢f End of the
Town; and from that we call the Heart of the
City, that is to fay, among the wealthieft of the
People; and fuch People as were unincumbred
with Trades and Bufinefs: But of the reft, the -
Generality ftay’d, and feem’d to abide the worfl 5
So that in the Place we call the Liberties, and in
the Suburbs, in Sewtbwark, and in the Eagjt Part,
fuch as Wapping, Ratclif, Stepney, Rotberbith, and.
the like, the Pcople generally ftay’d, except here
and there a few wealthy families, who, as above,
did not depend upon their Bufinefs.

It muft not be forgot here, that the City and
Suburbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the
time of this Vifitation, I mean, at the time that it
began; for tho’ I have liv’d to fee a farther In-
creafe, and mighty Threngs of People {ettling in
Londen, more than ever, yet we had always a No-
tion, that the Numbers of People, which the Wars
being over, the Armies difbanded, and the Royal
Family and the Monarchy being reftor’d, had
flock’d to Londen, to fettle mn Bulinels; or to
depend upon, and attend the Court for Rewards
of Services, Preferments, and the like, was fuch,
that the Town was computed to have in it above
a hundred thoufand People more than ever it held
before; nay, fome took upon them to fay, it had
twice as many, becaufe all the ruin’d Families of
the royal Party, flock’d hither : All the old Soldiers
fet up Trades here, and abundance of Families
fettled here; again, the Court brought with them
a great Flux of Pride, and new Fafhions; All
People were grown gay and luxurious; and the
Joy of the Reftoration had brought a vaft many
Families to London. '

1 often thought, that as Ferufolem was befieg’d
by the Romans, when the Fews were aflfembled to-
aether, to celebrate the Paflover, by which means,

an
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an incredible Number of People were furpriz’d
there, who would otherwife have been in other
Countries: So the Plague entred London, when an
incredible Increafe of People had happened occa-
fionally, by the particular Circumftances above-
nam’d: As this Conflux of the People, to a youth-
ful and gay’ Court, made a great Trade in the
City, efpecially in every thing that belong'd to
Fathion and Finery; So it drew by Confequence,
a great Number of Work-men, Manufacturers, and
the like, being moftly poor People, who depended
upon their Labour. And I remember in particular,
that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of
the Condition of the Poor, it was eltimated, that,
there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand
Ribband-Weavers in and about the City; the
chiefeft Number of whom, lived then in the Pa-
rithes of Shorediteh, Sicpney, Wkite-chapel, and Bi-
Joopfgate; that namely, about Spittle-felds, that is
to fay, as Spittle-fields was then; for it was not {o
large as now, by one fifth Part,

By this however, the Number of People in the
whole may be judg’d of; and indeed, I often won-
dred, thatafter the prodigious Numbers of People
that went away at firft, there was yer fo great a
Multitude left, as it appear’d there was.

But I muft go back again to the Beginning of
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the
People were young, they were increas’d ftrangely
by feveral odd Accidents, which put altogether,
it was really a wonder the whole Bedy of the
People did not rife as one Man, and abandon
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama,
doom’d to be deftroy’d from the Face of the
Earth; and that all that would be found in it
would perith with it. I fhall Name but a few of
thefe Things; but fure they were {fo many, and fo

C g many
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many Wizards and cunning People propagating
them, that I have often wonder’d there was any,
(Women elpecially,) left behind.

- In the firft Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap-
pear’d for feveral Months betore the Plague, as
there did the Year after another, a little before the
Fire; the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy-
pocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could al-
molt call o/d WWomen too, remark’d (efpecially after-
ward, tho’ not, till both thofe Judgments were
over,) that thofe two Comets pals’d directly over
the City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that
it was plain, they imported fomething peculiar to
the City alone; that the Comet before the Pefti-
lence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and
its Motion very heavy, folemn and flow: But
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and
fparkling, or as others faid, flaming, and its
Motion fwitt and furious; and that accordirgly,
One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow but {evere,
terrible and frightful, as was the Plague; But
the other foreteld a Stroke, fudden, iwift, and
fiery as the Conflagration; nay, fo particular fome
People were, that as they look’d upon that Comet
preceding the Fire, they fancied that they net
only faw it pafs fwiftly and fiercely, and cou’d
perceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they
heard it; that it made a rufhing mighty Noife,
fierce and terrible, tho’ at a diftance, and but juft
perceivable.

I faw both thefe Stars; and I muft confefs, had
fo much of the common Notion of fuch Things in
my Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as
the Forerunners and Warnings of God’s Judgments;
and eflpecially when after the Plague had followed
the firlt, I yet faw another of the like kind; I
could not but fay, God had not yet fufficiently
fcurg’d the City.

But
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_But I cou’d not at the fame Time carry thefe
Things to the heighth that others did, knowing
too, that natural Caufes are affign’d by the Aftro-
nomers for fuch Things; and that their Motions,
and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre-
tended to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fo
perfeétly call’d the Fore-runners, or Fore-tellers,
much lefs the Procurers of fuch Events, as Pefti-
lence, War, Fire, and the like.

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the
Philofophers be, or have been what they will,
thefe Things had a more than ordinary Influence
upon the Minds of the common People, and they
had almoft univerfal melancholly Apprehenfions
of fome dreadful Calamity and Judgment com-
ing upon the City; and this principally from the
Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm that
was given in December, by two People dying at
St. Giles’s, as above.

The Appehenfions of the People, were like-
wife f{trangely increas’d by the Error of the
Times; in which, I think, the People, from what
Principle I cannot imagine, were more addi®ed
to Prophefies, and Aftrological Conjurations,
Dreams, and old Wives Tales, than ever they
were before or fince: Whether this unhappy
Temper was originally raifed by the Follies of
fome People who got Money by it ; that is to fay,
by printing Predi¢tions and Prognoftications, I
know not; but certain it is, Books frighted them
terribly ; fuch as Lilly’s Almanack, Gadbury’s Alo-
gical Predictions ; Poor Redin’s Almanack and
the like; alfo feveral pretended religious Books;
one entitled, Come out of ber my People, leaft you be
partaker of ber Plogues; another call’d, Fair Warn-
ing 5 another, Britain’s Remembrancer, and many
fuch; all, or moft Part of which, foretold direétly
or covertly the Ruin of the City: Nay, fome

were
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were {o Enthufiaftically bold, as to run about the
Streets, with their Oral Predictions, pretending
they were fent to preach to the City; and One
in particular, who like Fomab to Nineveb, cry’d
in the Streets, yet forty Days, and LO NDO N
Shall be deftroy'd. 1 will not be pofitive, whether
he faid yet furt}' Days, or yet a few Days. Ano-
ther ran about Naked, except a pair of Drawers
about his Wafte, crying Day and Night; like a
Man that Fofephus mentions, who cry’d, Woe to
Ferufalem! a little before the Deftruction of that
City : So this poor naked Creature cry’d, O/ ke
Great, and the Dreadful God! and faid no more,
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a
Voice and Countenance full of Horror, a fwift
Pace, and no Body cou’d ever find him to ftop,
orreft, or take any Suftenance, at leaft, that ever
I cou’d hear of. 1 met this poor Creature {eve-
ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke
to him, but he would not enter into Speech with
me, or any one elfe; but held on his difmal Cries
continually.

Thefe Things terrified the People to the laft
Degree ; and r:ipeciallj,r when two or three Times,
as | have mentioned already, they found one or
two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Giles’s.

Next to thefe publick Things, were the Dreams
of old Women : Or, I thould fay, the Interpreta-
tion of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams :
and thefe put abundance of People even out of
their Wits: Some heard Voices warning them to
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague in
London, fo that the Living would not be able to
bury the Dead: Others E.w Apparitions in the
Air; and I muft be allow’d to fay of both, 1hope
without breach of Charity, that they heard Voices
that never fpake, and faw Slghts that never

appear’d; but the Imagination of the People
was
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was really turn’d wayward and pofiefs’d: And no
Wonder, it they, who were poreing continually
at the Clouds, faw Shapes and Figures, Repre-
fentations and Appearances, which had nothing
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told
us, they faw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand,
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging
directly over the City. There they faw Herfes,
and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried.
And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un-
buried, and the like; juft as the Imagination of
the poor terrify’d People furnifh’d them with
Matter to work upon.

So Ihypocondriac Fancics reprefent

Stips, Armies, Battles, in the Firmaments
T1ll fieady Eyes, the Exbalations folve,
And all to its firfi Matter, Cloud, refolve.

I could fill this Account with the ftrange Rela-
tions, fuch People gave every Day, of what they
had feen; and cvery one was fo pofitive of their
having feen, what they pretended to fee, that
there was no contradi¢ting them, without Breach
of Friendfhip, or being accounted rude and un-
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im-
penetrable on the other. One time before the
Plague was begun, (otherwife than as I have faid
i St. Giles’s,) 1 think it was in March, feeing a
Croud of People in the Street, I join’d with them
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all ftaring
up into the Air, to {ee what a Woman told them
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth’d
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving’
it, or brandiﬂning it over his Head, She defcrib-
ed every Part of the Figure to the Lite; fhew’d
them the Motion, and the Form; and the poor
People came into it fo eagerly, and with fo muglh

Readi-
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Readinels; Y E S, I fee it all plainly, {ays one.
There’s the Sword as plain as can be.  Another faw
the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cry’d
out, What a glorious Creature he was! One faw
one thing, and one another., 1 look’d as earneftly
as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil-
lingnels to be impos’d upon; and I faid indeed,
that 7 could fee nothing, but a white Cloud, bright
on one Side, by the thining of the Sun upon the
other Part. The Woman endeavour’d to fthew it
me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it,
which, indeed, if I had, I muit have lied : But
the Woman turning upon me, lock’d in my Face,
and fancied I laugh’d ; in which her Imagination
+ deceiv’d her too ; for I really did not laugh, but
was very ferioufly reflecting how the poor People
were terrify’d, by the Force of their own Imagina-
tion. However, the turned from me, call’d me
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer; told me, that it
was a time of God’s Anger, and dreadful Judg-
ments were approaching ; and that Defpifers, fuch
as 1, thould wander and perifb.

The People about her feem’d difgufted as well
as fhe; and I found there was no perfwading
them, that I did not laugh at them; and that I
thould be rather mobb’d by them, than be able
to undeceive them. So 1 left them; and this
Appearance pafs’d for as real, as the Blazing-
Star itfelf.

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo :
And this was in going thro’ a narrow Paflage
from Petty-France into Bifbop/gate Church-yard, by
a Row of Alms-houfes ; there are two Church-yards
to Bifhopfgate Church, or Parith; one we go over
to pafs from the Place call’d Pesty-France into Bi-
Shopfeate-fireet, coming out jult by the Church-
door, the other is on the fide of the narrow Paffage,

where the Alms-houfes are on the left; and a
Dwarf-
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Dwarf-wall with a Pallifadoe on it, on the right
Hand ; and the City-wall on the other Side,
more to the right,

In this narrow Paffage ftands a Man looking
thro’ between the Palifadoe’s into the Burying
Place; and as many People as the Narrownels of
the Paflage would admit to ftop, without hindring
the Paflage of others ; and he was talking mighty
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place,
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a
Ghoft walking upon fuch a Grave-Stone there ;
he defcrib’d the Shape, the Pofture, and the Move-
ment of it fo exactly, that it was the greateft Mat-
ter of Amazement to him in the World, thateve
Bedy did not fee it as well as he. Ona fudden
he would cry, There it is: Now it comes this Way :
Then, 'Tis turw’d back ; till at length he perfuaded
the People into fo firm a Belief of it, that one fan-
fied he faw it, and another fanfied he faw it;
and thus he came every Day making a ftrange
Hubbub, confidering it was in fo narrow a Paf-
fage, till Bifbop(zate Clock ftruck eleven; and then
the Ghoit would feem to ftart; and as if he were
call’d away, difappear’d on a fudden.

I look’d earneftly every way, and at the very
Moment, that this Man direéted, but could not
fee the leaft Appearance of any thing; but {o po-

Aitive was this poor Man, that he gave the People

the Vapours in abundance, and fent them away
trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few Peo-
ple, that knew of it, car’d to go thro’ that Paf-
fage; and hardly any Body by Night, on any
Account whatever.

This Ghoft, as the poor Man affirm’d, made
Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to
the People, plainly intimating, or elfe they fo un-
derftanding it, that Abundance of the People,
thould come to be buried in that Church-yard;

as
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as indeed happen’d: But that he faw fuch Afpeéts,

I muft acknowledge, I never believ’d ; nor could
I {ee any thing of it myfelf, tho’ I lock’d moft
earneftly to fee it, if pofiible.

Thefe things ferve to thew, how far the People
were really overcome with Delufions; and as
they had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifita-
tion, all their Predictions ran upon a moft dread-
ful Plague, which fthould lay the whole City, and
even the Kingdom wafte; and fthould deftroy al-
moft all the Nation, both Man and Beaft.

To this, as I faid before, the Aftrologers added
Stories of the Conjunctions of Planets in a malig-
nant Manner, and with a mifchievous Influence ;
one of which Cenjunctions was to happen, and
did happen, in Oé&ober ; and the other in Novem-
ber 3 and they filled the Peoples Heads with Pre-
dictions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat-
ing, that thofe Conjections foretold Drought, Fa-
mine, and Peftilence ; in the two firft of them how-
ever, they were entirely miftaken, for we had no
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the
Year, a hard Froft, which lafted from December al-
moft to March; and after that moderate Weather,
rather warm than hot, with refrefhing Winds, and
in thort, very feafonable Weather ; and alfo feve-
ral very great Rains.

Some Endeavours were ufed to fupprefs the
Printing of fuch Books as terrify’d the People,
and to frighten the Difperfers of them, fome of
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in
it, as I am inform’d ; the Government being un-
willing to exafperate the People, who were, as I
may fay, all out of their Wits already.
~ Neither can I acquit thofe Minifters, that in
their Sermons, rather funk, than lifted up the
Hearts of their Hearers ; many of them no doubt
did it for the ftrengthning the Refolution of the

People,
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People ; ‘and efpecially for quickning them to Re-
pentance; but it certainly anfwer’d not their End,
at leaft not in Proportion to the Injury it did ano-
ther Way ; and indeed, as God himfelf thro’ the
whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invita-
tions, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives
us by Terror and Amazement; fo I muit confefs,
I thought the Minifters  fhould have done alfo,
imitating our blefled Lord and Mafter in this, that
his whole Gofpel, is full of Declarations from
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readinefs to re-
ceive Penitents, and torgive them ; complaining,
ye will not come unto me, that ye may kave Life;
and that therefore, his Gofpel is called the Gofpel
of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace.

But we had fome good Men, and that of all
Perfuafions and Opinions, whofe Difcourfes were
full of Terror; who fpoke nothing but difmal
Things ; and as they brought the People together
with a kind of Horror, fent them away in Tears,
prophefying nothing but evil Tidings ; terrifying
the People with the Apprehenfions of being utterly

deftroy’d, not guiding them, at leaft not enough,
to cry to Heaven for Mercy.

It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches
among us in matters of Religion: Innumerable
Sects, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions pre-
vail'd among the People; the Church of England
was reftor’d indeed with the Reftoration of the
Monarchy, about four Years before; but the Mi-
nifters and Preachers of the Prefbyterians, and
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro-
feflions, had begun to gather {eparate Societies, and
erect Altar againft Altar, and all thofe had their
Meetings for Worfhip apart, as they have now,
but not fo many then, the Diffenters being not
thoroughly form’d into a Body as they are fince,and
thofe Congregations which were thus gather’d to-

gether,
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gether, were yet but few ; and even thofe that
werf:, the Government did not allow, but endea-
’d to fupprefs them, and fhut up their Meet-

But the Vifitation reconcil’d them again, at
leaft for a Time, and many of the beft and moft
valuable Minifters and Preachers of the Diffen-
ters, were {uffer’d to go into the Churches, where
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not
being able to ftand it; and the People flockt with-
out Diftinction to hear them preach, not much en-
quiring who or what Opinion they were of : But
after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Charity
abated, and every Church being again fupply’d
with their own Minifters, or others prefented,
where the Minifter was dead, Things return’d to
their old Channel again,

One Mifchief always introduces another : Thefe
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led
them into 2 Thoufand weak, foolifh, and wicked
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People
really wicked, to encourage them to; and this
was running about to Fortune- :e]lers Cunning-
men, and Aftrologers, to know their Fortune, or,
as 'tis vulgarly exprefs’d, to have their Fortunes
told them, their Nativities calculated, and the likes
and this Folly, prefently made the Town fwarm
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma-
gick, to the Black Art, as they call’d it, and 1 know
not what ; Nay, to a Thoufand worfe Dealings with
the Devil, than they were really guilty of; and
this Trade grew fo open, and fo generally prac-
tifed, that it became common to have Signs and
Inferiptions fet up at Doors ; here lives a For-
tune-teller 3 here lives an Aftrologer; here you
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like;
and Frier Bacow’s Brazen-Head, which was the

ufual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was tuf be
: een
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feen almoft in every Street, or elfe the Sign of Mo-
ther Skipten, or of Merlin's Head, and the like.

With what blind, abfurd and ridiculous Stuff,
thefe Oracles of the Devil pleas’d and fatisfy’d the
People, 1 really know not ;5 but certain it is, that
innumerable Attendants crowded about their Doors
every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in a Velvet
Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which was the
Habit thofe Quack-Conjurers generally went in,
was but feen in the Streets, the People would fol-
low them in Crowds, and afk them Queftions, as
they went along. .

I need not mention what a horrid Delufion this
was, or what it tended to; but there was no Re-
medy for it, till the £lague itfelf put an Fnd to it
all, and, I fuppofe, clear’d the Town of moft of
thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mifchief was,
that if the poor People afk’d thefe mock Aftrolo-
gers whether there would be a Plague, or no? they
all agreed in the general to anfwer, 2% ; for that
kept up their Trade : And had the People not been
kept in a Iright about that, the Wizards would
predently have been rendered ufelefs, and their Craft
had been at anEnd : But they always talked to
them of fuch and fuch Influences of the Stars, of
the Conjunctions of fuch and fuch Planets, which
muft neceflarily bring Sicknefs and Diftempers,
and confequently the laguc. And fome had the
Aflurance to tell them, the Plague was begun al-
ready, which was too true, tho’ they that faid fo
knew nothing of the Matter.

The Miniiters, to do them Tuftice, and Preachers
of moft Sorts, that were ferious and underftandin
‘Perfons, thundered againft thefe, and other wickec
Practices, and expofed the Folly as well as the Wick-
ednefls of them together; and the moft fober and
Judicious L'eople defpis’d and abhorr’d them: But
It was hnpoif£lc. to make any Imprefficn upon the

D midling
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midling people, and the working labouring Poor ;
their Fears were predominant over all their Paf-
fions; and they threw away their Money in a moft
diftra¢ted manner upon thofe Whimfies. Maid-
fervants efpecially, and Men-fervants, were the
chief of their Cuftomers; and their Queftion gene-
rally was, after the firft demand of, Wil there be a
Plague ? 1{ay the next %efﬁun was, Ob, Sir! for
the Lord’s Sake, what will become of me 2 Will my Mif-
trefs keep me, or will fbe turn me off 2 Will fbe flay bere,
or will fbe go into the Country ? And if fbe goes into the
Country, will fbe take me with ber, or leave me bere to be
Sarv’d and undone ? and the like of Men-fervants.

The truthis, the Cafe of poor Servants was very
difmal, as I fhall have Occafion to mention again
by and by ; for it was apparent, a prodigious Num-
ber of them would be turn’d away, and it was fo ;
and of them abundance perithed; and particularly
of thofe that thefe falfe Prophets had flattered with
Hopes, that they fhould be continued in their Ser-
vices, and carried with their Mafters and Miftrefles
into the Country ; and had not publick Charity
provided for thefe poor Creatures, whofe Number
was exceeding great, and in all Cafes of this Na-
ture muft be {o, they would have been in the worit
Condition of any People in the City.

Thefe Things agitated the Minds of the com-
‘mon People for many Months, while the firft Ap-
prekenfions, were u})ﬂn them ; and while the Plague
was not, as I may fay, yet brokenout : But Imuft
alfo not forget, that the more ferious Part of the
Inhabitants behav’d after another manner: The
‘Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap-
pointed publick Prayers, and Days of Fafting and
Humiliation, to make publick Confeflion of Sin,
-and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread-
ful Judgment which hung over their Heads ; and
JEis not to be exprefs’d with- what Alacrity the
o People
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People of all Perfuafions embraced the Occafion s
how they fock’d to the Churches and Meetings,
and they were all fo throng’d, that there was often
no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the
largeft Churches : Alfo there were daily Prayers ap-
pointed Morning and Evening at feveral Churches,
and Days of private praying at other Places ; at
all which the People attended, I fay, with an un-
common Devotion : Several private Families alfo,
as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Family
Fafts, to which they admitted their near Relations
only : So that, ina word, thofe People, who were
really ferious and religious, apply’d themfelves in
a truly Chriftian Manner, to the proper Work of
Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chriftian eople
ought to do.

Again, the Public thew’d that they weuld bear
their Share in thefe Things; the very Court,
which was then gay and luxurious, put on a Face
of juft Concern tor the publick Danger : All the
Plays and Interludes, which after the manner of
the French Court, had been fet up, and began to
increafe among us, were forbid to act; the gaming
Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and Mulic
Houfes, which multiply’d, and began to debauch
the Manners of the People, were fhut up and fup-

refs’d 3 and the Jack-puddings, Merry-andrews,
E‘uppﬁt-mews, Rope-dancers, and fuch like doings,
which had bewitch’d the poor common People,
fhut up their Shops, finding indeed no T'rade ; for
the Minds of the People were agitated with other
Things; and a kind of Sadnefs and Horror at thefe
Things, fat upon the Countenances, even of the
common People; Death was before their Eyes,
and every body began to think of their Graves, not
of Mirth and Diverfions.
- But even thofe wholefom Reflefticns, which,

rightly manag’d, would have molt happuy led the

D 2 People
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People to fali upon their Knees, make Confeffion of
their Sins, and look up to their mercitul Saviour
for Pardon, imploring his Compaffion on them,
in fuch a Time of their Diftrefs; by which we
might have been as a fecond Nineveb, had a quite
contrary Extreme in the common People, who 1g-
norant and ftupid in their Refleftions, as they were
brutifhly wicked and thoughtlefs before, were
now led by their Fright to Extremes of Folly; and
as I have faid before, that they ran to Conjurers
and Witches, and all Sorts of Deceivers, to know
what fhould become of them ; who fed their FFears,
and kept them always alarm’d and awake, on
purpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockets :
So, they were as mad, upon their running after
Quacks and Mountebanks, and every practifing
old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies ; ftore-
ing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Po-
tions, and Prefervatives, as they were call’d 5 that
they not only {pent their Money, buteven poifon’d
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of

-the Infection, and prepar’d their Bodies for the

Plague, inftead of preferving them againft it. On
the other hand, it is incredible, and fcarce to be
imagin’d, how the Pofts of Houfes, and Corners
of Strects were plafter’d over with Doctors Bills,
and Papers of ignorant Fellows, quacking and
tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People to
come to them for Remedies ; which was generally

et off with fuch Flourifhes as thefe, (wiz.) IN-

FALLIBLE preventive Pills againit the Plague.

NEVER-FAILING Prefervatives againft the

RABLE Prink againft the Plague, never found
T, 1 | i

¥
L RN N

Infection. SOVEREIGN Cordials againft
the Corruption of the Airr EX ACT Regu-
lations for the Conduét of the Body, in cafe of
an Infection : Antipeftilential Pills. INCOMPA-

) out
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outbefore. An UNIVERSAL Remedy for
the Plague. The ONLY T R UE Plague-wa-
ter. The ROYAL ANTIDOTE againft
all Kinds of Infection ; and fuch a Number more
that I cannot reckon up ; and if I could, would
fill 2 Book of themfelves to fet them down.

Others fet up Bills to fummon People to their
Lodgings for Diretions and Advicein the Cafe of
J}::f?:&inn : Thefe had fpacious Titles alfo, fuch as
thele,

An eminent High-Dutch Phyfician, newly come over
Jrom Holland, where be refided during all the
Time of the great Plague, laff Year, in Amfter-
dam ; awd cured Multitudes of Peaple, that aliu-
ally bad the Plagueupon them.

An Italian Gentlewoman jufi arvived from Naples,
baving a choice Secret to prevent Infeflion, which
Joe found out by ber great Experience, and did won-
aerful Cures with it in the late Plague there ;
wherein there died 20000 inone Day.

An ancicnt Gentlewoman having prastifed, with great
Suceefs, in the late Plaguc m this City, Anno 1636,
gives her Advice only to the Female Sex. To be
[poke with, &c.

An experienced Phyfician, who bas long fudied the
Docirine of dntidotes againft all forts of Poifon
and Infeftion, bas after 40 Yeers Prailice, ar-
rived to fuch Skill, as may, with God’s Bleffing,
diret Perfons bow to prevent their being touch’d by
any contegious Diftemper whatfoever.  He diretis
the Poor gratis.

1 take notice of thefe by way of Specimen : I
-could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and
yet have agundancc left behind. ’Tis {ufficient

from thefe to apprife any one, of the Humour of
. D 3 thole
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thofe Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick-
Eﬂck&ts, not only robb’d and cheated the poor

eople of their Money, but poifoned their Bodies
with odious and fatal preparations; fome with
Mercury, and fome with other thingsas bad, per-
fectly remote from the thing pretended to ; and
rather hurtful than ferviceable to the Body in cafe
an infection followed.

I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thofe Quack-
operators, with which he gull’d the poor People to
croud about him, but did nothing lll))r them with-
out Money. Hehad, it feems, added to his Bills,
which he gave about the Streets, this Advertife-
ment in Capital Letters, (viz.) He grves Advice to
the Poor for nothing.

Abundance of poor people cametohimaccording-
ly, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches ;
examin’d them of the State of their Health, and of
the Conftitution of their Bodies, and told them
many good things for them to do, which were of no
great moment : But the Ifiue and Conclufion of all
was, that he hada preparation, which if they took
fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would
pawn his Life they fhould never have the Plague,
no, tho’ they lived in the Houfe with People that
were infeCted : This made the People all refolve
to have it ; but then the Price of that was fo much,
I think *twas half-a-crown : But, Sir, fays one poor
Woman, [ am a poor Alms-woman, and am kept by
the Parifh, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor
your Help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, fays
the Do&tor, fo I do, as I publithed there. 1 give
my Advice tothe Poor for nothing ; but not my
Phyfick. Alas, Sir! fays fhe, that is a Spare laid
for the Poor then 3 for you give them your Ad-
vice for nothing, that is to fay, you advife them
gratis, to buy your Phyfic for their Money ; fo

does
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does every Shop-keeper with his Wares, Here the
Woman began to give him ill Words, and ftood at
his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the
People that came, till the Doltor finding fhe turn’d
away his Cuftomers ; was obliged to call her u
Stairs -again, and give her his Box of Phyfic for
nothing, which, perhaps too, was goed for nothing
when fbe bad il

But to return to the People, whofe Confufions
fitted them to be impofed upon by all Sorts of
Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. There is
no doubt, but thefe quacking fort of Fellows rais’d
great Gains out of the miferable People ; for we
daily found the Crouds that ran after them were in-
finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng-
ed than thofe of Dr. Bresks, Dr. Upten, Dr.
Hodges, Dr. Berwick, or any, tho’ the moft famous
Men of the Time: And I was told that fome of
them got five Pound a Day by their Phyfick.

But there was ftill another Madnefs beyond all
this, which may ferve to give an idea of the dif-
tratted Humour of the poor People at that Time ;
and this was their following a worfe Sort of De-
ceivers than any of thefe ; for thefe petty Thieves
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get
their Money, in which their Wickednefs, wbat-
ever it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei-
ver’s deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in
this Part I am going to mention, it lay chiefly in
the People deceiv’d, or equally in both ; and this
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorcifms, A-
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for-
tify the Body with them againft the Plague ; as if
the Plague was not the Hand of God, burt a kind
of a Pofieffion of an evil Spirit; and that it was to
be kept off with Croffings, Signs of the Zodiac,
Papers tied up with {o many Knots, and certain
Words or Figures written on them 3 as particular-

D 4 ly
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ly the Word Abracadalra, form’d in Triangle, or
Pyramid thus :

ABRACADABRA
ABRACADABR Others had the Jefuits
ABRACADAB Mark in a Crofs.
ABRACADA I H
ABRACAD 3
ABRACA
ABRAC Others nothing but this
ABRA Mark thus:
ABR ¥
‘AB
b

I might fpend a great deal of Time in my Ex-
clamations againft the F ollies, and indeed the Wick-
ednefs of thﬂﬁ: Things, in a Time of {fuch Danger,
in a Matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a
National Infection. But my Memorandums of
thefe things relate rather to take notice only of the
Fact, and meniion only that it was fo: How thepoor
People found the Infufficiency of thofe things, and
how many of them were afterwards carried away in
the Dead-carts, and thrown into the common

Graves of every Parifh, with thefe hellith Charms
and Trumpery hangmg about their Necks, re-
mains to be fpoken of as we go along.

- All this was the Effect of the I—lurr}r the P lc

were in, after the firft Notion of the Plague

ing at hand was among them ; and which majr

be faid to be from about Michaelmas 1664, but
more particularly after the two Men died in St.

Giles’s, in the Beginning of December. And a-

gain, after another Alarm in February 3 for when

“the Pia%ue evidently* fpread itfelf, they foon bc-

_'?‘an to {ee the Folly GF trufting to thofe un

rming Creatures, whu had gull’d them of
Mun:y,
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Money, and then their Fears work’d another way,
namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not know-
ing what Courfe to take, or what to do, either
to help or relieve themfelves; but they ran about
from one Neighbour’s Houfe to another; and
even in the Streets, from one Door to another
with repeated Cries, of, Lord bave Mercy upon us,

what fhall we do ?
Indeed, the poor People were to be pity’d in one
rticular Thing, in which they had little or no
Relief, and which I Defire to mention with a {e-
rious Awe and Refleftion ; which perhaps, every
one that reads this, may not relith: Namely, that
whereas Death now began not, aswe may fay, to
hover over every one’s Head only, but to look in-
to their Houfes, and Chambers, and ftare in their
Faces: Tho’ there might be fome ftupidity, and
dullnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great
deal ; yet, there was a great deal of juft Alarm,
founded into the very inmoft Soul, if Imay /o fay
of others: Many Confciences were awakened;
many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a
penitent Confeffion was made of Crimes long con-
cealed : would wound the Souls of any Chriftian,
to have heard the dying Groans of many a defpair-
ing Creature, and none durft come near to com-
fort them: Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was
then confeft aloud, and no Body furviving to Re-
cord the Accounts of it. People might be heard
+ even into the Streets as we pafs’d along, calling up-
on God for Mercy, thro’ Jefus Chrift, and faying,
-1 have been a Thief, I havebeen an Adulterer, 1
have been a Murderer, and the like 5 and none durft
ftop to make the leaft Enquiry into fuch Things, or
to adminifter Comfort to the poor Creatures, that
in the Anguifh both of Soul and Body thus cry’d
out, Some of the Minifters did Vifit the Sick at
firft, and for a little while, but it was not to be
done 3
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done; it would have been prefent Death, to have
gone into fome Houfes : The very Buryers of the
Dead, who were the hardnedeft Creatures in Town,
were fometimes beaten back, and fo territy’d, that
they durft not go into Houlfes, where the whole
Families were fwept away together, and where the
Circumftances were more particularly horrible as
fome were; but this was indeed, at the firft Heat
of the Diftemper.

Time enur’d them to it all ; and they ventured
every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I
fhall have Occafion to mention at large hereafter.

I am fuppofing now, the Plague to be begun, as
I have faid, and that the Magftrates begun to
take the Condition of the People, into their ferious
Confideration ; what they did as to the Regula-
tion of the Inhabitants, and of infected Families.
I fhall fpeak to by itfelf; but as to the Affair
of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that
having feen the foolifh Humour of the People, in
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards,
and Fortune-tellers, which they did as above, even
to Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, a very fober and
religious Gentleman appointed Phylicians and Sur-
geons for Relief of the poor; I mean the difeafed
poor; and in particular, order’d the College of
Phyficians to publith Direétions for cheap Reme-
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumftances of the
Diftemper. This indeed was one of the moft charit-
able and judicious Things that could be done at
that Time; for this drove the People from haunt-
ing the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills; and from
taking down blindly, and without Confideration,
Poifon for Phyfick, and Death inftead of Life.

This Direction of the Phyficians was done by
a Confultation of the whole College, and as it was
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor;
and for cheap Medicines it was made publicl;,.

0




the PLAGUE. 43

fo that every Body might fee it; and Copies
were given gratis to all that defired it : But as
it is publick, and to be feen on all Occafions, I
need not give the Reader of this, the irouble
of it. .

I fhall not be fuppofed to leffen the Authority
or Capacity of the Phyficians, when, I fay, that
the Violence of the Diftemper, when it came to
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year;
The Fire which confumed what the Plague could
not touch, defy’d all the Application of Remedies ;
the Fire Fngines were broken, the Buckets thrown
away ; and the Power of Man was baffled, and
brought to an End ; fo the Plague defy’d all Medi-
cines; the very Phylficians were feized with it,
with their Prelervatives in their Mouths; and
Men went about prefcribing to others and tel-
ling them what to do, till the Tokens were up-
on them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed
by that very Enemy, they direéted others to op-
pofe. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians,
even fome of them the moft eminent; and of
{feveral of the moft fkilful Surgeons; Abundance
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truft to
their own Medicines, which they muft needs be
confcious to themielves, were good for nothing ;
and who rather ought, like other Sorts of Thieves,
to have ran away, fenfible of their Guilt, from
the Juftice that they could not but expeét fhould
punith them, asthey knew they had deferved.

Not that 1t is any Derogation from the La-
bour, or Application of the Phyficians, to fay,
they fell in the common Calamity ; nor is it fo
intended by me; it rather is to their Praife, that
they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe
them in the Service of Mankind; They endea-
voured to do good, and to fave the Lives of
others. But we were not to expeét, that the

Phy-
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Phyficians could ftop God’s Judgments, or pre-
vent 2 Diftemper eminently armed from Hea-
ven, from executing the Lrrand it was fent
about,

Doubtlefs, the Phyficians affifted many by their
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications,
to the faving of their Lives, and reftoring their
Health : But it is not leflening their Character, or
their Skill, to {ay, they could not cure thofe that
had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were
mortally infetted before the Phyficians were fent
for, as was frequently the Cafe.

It remains to mention now what publick Mea-
fures were taken by the Magiftrates for the ge-
neral Safety, and to prevent the {preading of
the Diftemper, when it firft broke out: I fhall
have frequent Occafion to fpeak of the Pru-
dence of the Magiftrates, their Charity, their Vi-
gilance for the Poor, and for preferving good
Order ; furnifthing vaﬂ" ons, and the like, when
the Plague was increafed, as it afterwards was.
But I am now upon the Ordﬂr and Regulations
they publifhed for the Government of infected
Families.

I mention’d above fhutting of Houfes up; and
it is needful to fay fomething particularly to
that; for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plague
is very melancholy; éut the mofi grievous Story
suft be told.

About Fune the Lord Mayor of London, and
the Court of Aldermen, as I have {faid, began
more particularly to concern themfelves for the
Regulation of the City.

The Juftices of Peace for Middlefex, by Direc-
tion of the Secretary of State, had begun to fhut
up Houles in the Parithes of St. Giles’s in the Fields,
St. Martins, St. Clement Danes, 5'¢c. and it was with
good Succefs ; for in feveral Streets, where the

Plague
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Plague broke out, upon ftri¢t guarding the Houfes
that were infefted, and taking care to bury thofe
that died, immediately after they were known to be
dead, the Plague ceafed in thofe Streets. It was al-
fo obferv’d, that the Plague decreas’d fooner in thofe
Parithes, after they had been vifited to the full,
than it did in the Parithes of Bifbopfrate, Shoreditch,
Aldgate, Whitechapel, Stepney, and others, the ear-
ly Care taken in that Manner, being a great Means
to the putting a Check to it. *

This fhutting up of Houfes was a Method frft
taken, as I underftand, in the Plague which hap-
pened in 1603, at the coming of King James the
Firft to the Crown, and the Power of fhutting
People up in their own Houfes, was granted by
A& of Parliament, entitled, An A for the chari-
table Relief and Ordering of Perfons infelled with the
Plague. On which Act of Parliament, the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, found-
ed the Order they made at this Time, and which
took place the 1t of Fuly 1665, when the Num-
bers infeéted within the City were but few, the laft
Bill for the ninety-two Parifhes being but four’
and fome Houfes having been thutup in the City,
and fome People being removed to the Peft-houfe
beyond Bunbill-Fields, in the Way to [fiington; 1
fay, by thefe Means, when there died near one
thoufand a Week in the whole, the Number in the
City was but twenty-eight ; and the City was pre-
ferved more healthy in Proportion, than any other
Place all the Time of the InfeCtion. .

Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor’s were pub-
lith’d, as I have faid, the latter End of Fune, and
took place from the firlt of July, and wereas fol-
lows, (viz.)

O R+
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ORDERS Conceived and Publifted by the
Lord Mavyor and Aldermen of the City of
London, concerning the Infection of  the
Plague. 1665.

HEREAS in the Reien of our late

Sovereign King Fames, of jhappy Me-
mory, an Act was made for the charitable Re-
lief and ordering of Perfons infected with the
Plague; whereby Authority was given to Juf-
¢ tices of the Peace, Mayors, Baililis and other
¢« head Officers, to appoint within their feveral

m B A A K

< Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep-

¢ ers, and Buriers for the Perfons and Places in-
¢ fefted, and to minifter unto them Oaths for the
¢ Performance of their Offices. Andthe fame Sta-
¢ tute did alfo authorize the giving of other Di-
¢ retions, as unto them for the prefent Nﬂccﬂit}'
¢ fhould feem good in their Difcretions. It is now
¢ upon fpecial Confideration, thﬂught very ex-
¢ pedient for preventing and avoiding of Iniection
of Sicknefs (if it fhall fo pleafe Almurhry God)
that thefe Officers follﬂwing be appointed, and
thefe Orders hereafter duly obferved,

[ ™ N

Examiners to be appointed in every Parifh.

IR ST, It is thought requifite, and fo or-
dered, that in every Parifh there be one,
two, or more Perfons of good Sort and Credit,
chofen and appointed by the Alderman, his
Deputy, and Common-Council of every Ward,
by the Name of Examiners, to continue in that
Office the Space of two Months at leaft: And
if any fit Perfon fo appointed, fhall refufe to un-
¢ dertake

rN ] [ ] "~ rx K A "
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dertake the fame, the faid Parties fo refufing, to

‘be committed to Prifon until they fhall con-

form themfelves accordingly.

The Examiners Office.

HAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al-
dermen, to enquire and learn from time to
time what Houfes in every Parifth be Vifited,
and what Perfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes,
as near as they can inform themfelves ; and upon
doubt in that Cafe, to command Reftraint of Ac-
cefs, until itappear what the Difeale fhall prove :
And if they find any Perfon fick of the Infetion,
to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be
fhut up; and if the Conitable fhall be found Re-
mifs or Negligent, to give prefent Notice there-
of to the Alderman of the Ward.

Watchmen.

HAT to every infetted Houfe there be ap-

pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day,
and the other for the Night: And that thefe
Watchmen have a {pecial care that no Perfon go
in or out of fuch infeéted Houfes, whereof the
have the Charge, upon pain of fevere Punifh-
ment. And the faid Wachmen to do fuch fur-
ther Offices as the fick Houle fhall need and re-
quire: and if the Watchman be {ent upon any
Bufinefs, to lock up the Houfe, and take the Key
with him : And the Watchman by Day to attend
until ten of the Clock at Night: And the Watch-
man by Night until fix in the Morning.

Searchers.

HAT there be a fpecial care to appoint

Women-Searchers in every Parifh, fuch as

are of honeft Reputation, and of the beft Sort as

can be got in this kind : And thefe to be fworn 11::
¢ ma
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make due Search, and true Report to the utmofk
of their Knowledge, whether the Perfons whofe

Bodies they are appointed to Sear h, do die of the

Infection, or of what other Difeafes, as near as

they can. And that the Phyficians, who fhail be
appointed for Cure and Prevention of the Infec-

tion, do call before them the faid Searchers, who

are, or fhall be appointed for the feveral Parifhes

under their refpective Cares; to the end they may

confider, whether they are fitly qualified for that

Employment ; and charge them from time to

time as they fhall {ce Caufe, if they appear de-

fective in their Duties,

¢ That no Searcher during this time of Vifita.

tion, be permitted to ufe any publick Work or
Employment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be

employed as a Landrefs, or in any other com-

mon Employment whatloever.

| Chirurgeons.
CR better affiftance of the Searchers, for as
much as there hath been heretofore great
Abufe in mifreporting the Difeafe, to the further
{preading of the InfeCtion : It is therefore order-
ed, that there be chofen and appointed able and -
difcreetr Chirurgeons, befides thofe that do already
belong to the Pefi-Honje : Amongit whom the
City and Liberties to be quartered as the places
lie moft apt and convenient; and every of thefe
to have one Quarter for his Limit: and the {aid
Chirurgeons in every of their Limits to join with
the Searchers for the View of the Body, to the end
there may be a true Report made of the Difeafe.
¢ And further, that the faid Chirurgeons fhall
vific and fearch fuch like Perfons as fhall either
fend for them, or be named and directed unto
them, by the Examiners of every Parifh, and in-

form themfielves of the Difeafe of the {aid Parties.
' ¢ And
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¢ And forafinuch as the faid Chirurgeons are to
¢ be fequeftred from all other Cures, and kept onl ¥
¢ to this Difeafe of the Infeftion; It is order’d,
¢ That every of the faid Chirurgeons fhall have
¢ Twelvepence a Body fearced by them, to be paid
¢ out of the Goods of the Party fearched, if hie be
¢ able, or otherwife by the Parifh.

Nurfe-keepers.
¢ Y F any Nurfe-keeper fhall remove herfelf out of
¢ A any infe&ted Houfe before twenty-eight Days
* after the Deceafe of any Perfon dying of the In-
¢ feftion, the Houfe to which the faid Nurfe-keeper
¢ doth fo remove herfelf, fhall be fhut up until the
¢ faid twenty cight Days be expired.

FHAAIAIIICK A IIEHIIOIOK

ORrRDERS concerning infe@ed Houfes, and
Perfons fick of the Plague.

Notice to be given of the Sicknefs.
¢ THE Matter of every Houfe, as foon as any

one in his Houfe complaineth, either of
¢ Botch, or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his
¢ Body, or falleth otherwife dangeroufly Sick, with-
¢ out apparent Caufe of fome other Difeafe, {hall
¢ giveknowledge thereof to the Examiner of Health,
¢ within two Hours after the faid Sign fhall appear,

Sequefiration of the Sick.

: S foon as any Man fhall be found by this
$ Examiner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be
¢ fick of the Plague, he fhall the fame Night be
¢ fequeftred, in the fame Houle, and in cafe he be
¢ fo fequeftred, then, though he afterwards die not,

¢ the Houfe wherein he fickned, fhould be fhut up
* ¢ for
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¢ for a Month, after the ufe of the due Preferva-
* tives taken by the reft.

Airing the Stuff.

$ OR Sequeftration of the Goods and Stuff of
§ the Infeftion, their Bedding, and Apparel,
¢ and Hangings of Chambers, muft be well aired
¢ with Fire, and fuch Perfumes as are requifite
¢ within the infeéted Houfe, before they be taken
¢ again to ufe: This to be done by the Appoint-
¢ ment of the Examiner.

Shutting up of the Houfe.
* ¥ Fany Perfon thall havevifited any Man, known
¢ A to be infected of the Plague, or entred willingly
¢ intoany known infected Houfe, being notallowed :
¢ The Houie wherein he inhabiteth, thall be fhut up
¢ for certain Days by the Examiners Direttion.

None to be removed out of infefed Honfes, but, &c.

¢« ¥ TEM, That none be remov’d out of the Houfe
¢ § where he falleth fick of the Infection, into any
¢ other Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Peft-
¢ Houfe or a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houfe, which
¢ the Owner of the {aid vifited Houfe holdeth in his
¢ own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants)
¢ and fo as Security be given to the Parith, whither
¢ {uch Remove is made; that the Attendance and
“ Charge about the faid vifited Perfons fhall be ob-
¢ ferved and charged in all the Particularities before
¢ exprefled, without any Coft of that Parifh, to
¢ which any fuch Remove fhall happen to be made,
- * and this Remove to be done by Night: And it fhall
¢ be lawtul to any Perfon that hath two Houfes, to
¢ remove either his found or his infeted People to
¢ his {pare Houfe at his choice, {o as if he fend away
¢ firft his Sound, he not after fend thicher the Sick,
¢ nor again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the

¢ fame
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¢ fame which he fendeth, be for one Week at the

“leaft fhut up, and fecluded from Company, for
¢ fear of fome Infection, at the firft not appearing.

| Burial of the Dead,

v H AT the Burial of the Dead by this Vifi-
- tation, be ar moft convenient Hours, always
¢ erther before Sun-rifing, or after Sun-fetting, with
¢ the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conttable,
¢ and not otherwife; and that no Neighbours nor
¢ Friends be fuffered to accompany the Corps to
¢ Church, or to enter the Houfe vifited, upon pain
* of having his Houfe fhut up, or be imprifoned.

¢ And that no Corps dying of Infection fhall be
¢ buried, or remain in any Church in time of Com-
¢ mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Le€ture. And that no
¢ Children be {uffered at time of burial of any Corps
¢ i any Church, Church-yard, or Burying-place
¢ to come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And
¢ that all the Graves thall be at leaft fix Foot deep,

¢ And furcher, all publick Affemblies ar other
* Burials are to be‘forborn during the Continuance
* of this Vifitation.

No infefled Stuff to be uttered.
: THAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Gar-
* ments be fuffered to be carried or conveyed
¢ out of any infected Houfes, and that the Criers
* and Carriers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel
“to be fold or pawned, be utterly prohibited and
¢ reftrained, and no Brokers of Bedding or cld
* Apparel be permitted to make any outward Shew,
¢ or hang forth on their Stalls, Shopboards or Win-
¢ dows towards any Street, Lane, Common-way or
* Paffage, any old Bedding or Apparel to be fold,
“ upon pain of Imprifonment. And if any Broker
¢ or other Perfon fhall buy any Bedding, Apparel,
*‘or other Swif out of any intected Houle, within
e E 2 - ‘twe
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¢ two Months after the Infection hath been there,.
¢ his Houle fhall be fhut up as Infected, and fo
¢ fhall continue fhut up twenty Days at the leaft.

No Perfon to be conveyed out of any infected Houfe.
¢ ¥ F any Perfon vifited do fortune by negligent
¢ 4 looking unto, or by any other Means, to come,
¢ or be conveyed from a Place infeted, to any other.
¢ Place, the Parifh from whence fuch Party hath come
€ or been conveyed, upon notice thereof given, fhall
¢ at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifited and
¢ efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by
¢ Night, and the Parties in this cafe offending, to
¢ be punifhed at the Direction of the Alderman of
¢ the Ward; and the Houfe of the Receiver of fuch
¢ vifited Perfon, to be fhut up for twenty Days.

Every vifited Houfe to be marked.

' H AT every Houfe vifited, be marked with
. a red Crofs of a Foot long, in the middle of
¢ the Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual
¢ printed Words, that is to fay, Lord bave Mercy
¢ upon us, to be fet clofe over the fame Crofs, there to
¢ continue until lawtul opening of the fame Houle,

Every vifited Houfe to be watched.

¢ H AT the Conftables fee every Houfe fhut
¢ up, and to be attended with Watchmen,
¢ which may keep them in, and minifter Neceflaries
¢ unto them at their own Charges (if they be able,)
¢ or at the common Charge, if they be unable: The

¢ fhutting up to be for the fpace of four Weeks
¢ atter all be whole.

¢ That precife Order be taken that the Searchers,
¢ Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pafs
¢ the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand
* of three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and
* evident to be {een, and are not to go into any

g
" i other

—
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‘# other Houfe than into their own, or into that
* whereunto they are directed or fent for; bur to
¢ forbear and abftain from Company, efpecially
© when they have been lately uied in any fuch
- Bufinefs or Attendance,

¢ Tumates.
© FP\HAT where feveral Inmates are in one and
¢ A the fame Houfe, and any Perfon in that -

.¢ Houfe happens to be Infected; no other Perfon
¢ or Family of fuch Houfe fhall be fuffered to re-
move him or themfelves without a Certificate
from the Examiners of Health of that Parith; or
in default thereof, the Houfe whither he or they
fo remove, fhall be thut up asin cale of Vifitation.

s T W P

Hackney-Coaches.

* HAT care be taken of Hackney-Coach-
¢ 4. men, that they may not (asfome of them
have been obferved to do after carrying of infec-
¢ ted Perfons to the Peff-Houfe, and other Places,
be admitted to common ufe, till their Coaches be
well aired, and have ftood unemploy’d by the
Space of five or fix Days after fuch Service.

Roiopogedeie @@@@ﬁ@ﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@@
OrpEeErs for cleanfing and keeping of the
Streets Sweet.

The Streets to be kept clean,

[RST, it is thought neceffary, and fo order-

ed, that every Houftholder do caufe the

Street to be daily prepared before his Door, and
fo to keep it clean fwept all the Week long.

n A R
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s That Rakers take it from out the Houfes.

o THAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be
i daily carry’d away by the Rakers, and that
¢ the Raker fhall give notice of his coming, by the
E 3 ¢ blowing
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¢ blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath ‘beem

¢ done.

. Layhalls 1o be made far off from theCity. . -
HAT the Layftalls be removed as far as may
be out of the City, and common Paflages,

and that no Nightman or other be {uffered to emp-
ty a2 Vault into any Garden near about the City.

Carcto be bad of wnwholfome Eiflr ov Flefb, and of
_ mufty Corn.

¢ HAT fpecial care be taken, that no ftink-.

¢ ing Fifh, or unwholefome Flefh, or mufty

¢ Cornor other corrupt Fruits, of what Sort foever

L]

7
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be fuffered to be fold about the City, or any part
- of the fame. oy

¢ That the Brewers and Tippling-houfes be

looked unto, for mufty and unwholfome Cafks.,

¢ ThatnoH ogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons,
¢ or Conies, be fuffered to be kept within any part
¢ of the City, or any Swine to be, or ftray inthe
¢ Streets or Lanes, but that fuch Swine bée im-
¢ pounded by the Beadle or any other Officer, and
&
L3

4 the Owner %uniﬂmd according to Aét of Com-
mon-Council, and that the Dogs be killed by

the Dog-killers appointed for that purpofe.

QO R DE R S concerning loofe Perfons and idle

Aflemblies.
~ Beggars.
¢ ¥ \Orafmuch as nothing is more complained of,
¢ than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring

¢ Beggars,that fwarm in every placeabout theCity,

¢ being a great caufe of the fpreading of the In-
¢ fection,
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¢ And for the better execution of thefe Orders,
¢ and fuch other Rules and Direftions as upon
¢ further confideration fhall be found needful ; It
¢ is ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, De-~
¢ putics, and Common-Council-men fhall meet
¢ together weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner,
¢ (as caufe fhall require) at fome one general Place
¢ accuftomed in their refpeétive Wards (being
¢ clear from Infeftion of the Plague) to confult
¢ how the faid Orders may be duly put in Exe-
¢ cution; not intending that any, dwelling in or
¢ near Places infeéted, fhall cometo the faid Meet-
¢ ing while their coming may be doubtful. And
¢ the faid Aldermen, and Deputies, and Common-
¢ Council-men in their feveral Wards may put in
¢ Exccution any other good Orders that by them
¢ at their faid Meetings fhall be conceived and de-
¢ vifed, for Prefervation of His Majefty’s Sub-
¢ jects from the Infection.
Sir Jobn Lawrence 1 Sir George Waterman :
E{rrd Mayor. }Sir Cbﬂffﬁ! Doe, } Sheriffs.

I need not fay, that thefe Orders extended only
to fuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor’s
Jurifdiction; fo it is requifite to obferve, that the
Juftices of Peace, within thofe Parithes, and Places
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, took
the fame Method: As I remember, the Qrders
for fhutting up of Houfes, did not take Place fo
foon on our Side, becaufe, as I faid before, the
Plague did not reach to thefe Eaftern Parts, of
the Town, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent,
till the beginning of Agufl. For Example, the
whole Bill, from the 11th to the 18th of 7wk, was
1761, yet there dy’d but 71 of the Plague, in all
thofe Parifhes we call the Tower-Hasmlets ; and they
were as tollows,

Algate
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Algate 14 34 65
Stepney 33 the next 58 and to the 46
White-Chapel 21 Week was 48 1ft of fug. 49
St. Kath. Tower 2 thus. 4  thus, 4
Trin. Minories 1 I 4

71 145 228

It was indeed, coming on a main; for the Bu-

rials that fame Week, were in the next adjoining
Parithes, thus,

St.Len.Shorditch 64 the next Week 84 tothe 1ft 110
St.Bot. Bifbop[g. 65 prodigioufly in- 105 of Aug. 116
St.Giles Crippl. 213 creafedyas 4,71 thus. 554

342 610 780

This thutting up of Houfes was at firft counted
a very cruel and Unchriftian Method, and the
poor People foconfin’d made bitter Lamentations :
Complaints of the Severity of it, were alfo dail
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houfes caufelefsly,
{(and fome malicioufly) fhut up: I cannot fay, but
upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly,
were found in a Condition to be continued, and
others again, Infpection being made upon the fick
Perfon, and the é-ﬁ:knefs not appearing infectious,
or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to be
carried to the Pzit-Houfe, were releafed.

It is true, that the locking up the Doors of
Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there
Night and Day, to prevent their flirring out, or
any coming to them; when, perhaps, the found
People, in the Family, might have efcaped, if
they had been remov’d from the Sick, looked very
hard and cruel; and many People perithed in
thefe miferable Confinements, which ’tis reafon-

able
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able to believe, would not have been diftemper’d
if they had had Liberty, tho’ the Plague was in
the Houfe ; at which the People were very clamor-
ous and uneafy at firft, and feveral Violences were
committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who
were fet to ywatch the Houfes fo f{hut up; aifo
feveral People broke out by Force, in many
Places, as I fhall obferve by and by: Butit was
a publick Good that juftified the private Mif-
chief; and there was no obtaining the leaft Miti-
gation, by any Application to Magiltrates, or Go-
vernment, at that Time, at leaft, not that I heard
of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra-
tagem, in order, if poflible, to get out, and it
would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts
us’d by the People of fuch Houfes, to thut the Eyes
of the Watchmen, who were employ’d to deceive
them, and to efcape, or break outtrom them; in
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap-
pened ; of which by itfelf.

As I went along Houndfditch one Morning,
about eight 0’Clock, there was a great Noife; 1t
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be-
caufe People were not very free to gather together,
or to ftay long together, when they were there,
nor did I ftay long there: But the Outcry was loud
enough to prompt my Curiofity, and I call’d to
one that look’d out of a Window, and afk’d
what was the Matter. '

A Watchman, it feems, had been employed to
keep his Poft at the Door of a Houfe, which was
infected, or faid to be infected, and was fhut up ;
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge-
ther, as he told his Story, and the Day Watch-
man had been there one Day, and was now come
to relieve him: All this while no Noife had
been heard in the Houfe, no Light had been
feen; they call’d for nothing, fent him of no

Errands,
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Errands, which us’dto be the chief Bufinefs of the
Watchmen ; neither had they given him any Dij-
fturbance, as he faid, from the Monday Afternoon,
when he heard great crying and fcreaming in the
Houfe, which, as he fuppofed, was occafioned by
fome of the Family dying juft at that Time: it
feems the Night betore, the Dead-Cart, as it was
called, had been ftopt there, and a Servant-Maid
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the
Buriers or Bearers, as they were call’d, put her in-
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and
carried her away.

The.Watchman had knock’d at the Door, it
feems, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as
above, and no Body anfwered, a great while; but
at laft one look’d out and faid with an angry
quick Tone, and yet a kind of crying Vaoice, or
a Voice of one that was crying, #What d’ye want,
that ye make fucha knocking ¢ He anfwerd, I am the
Watchman! bow do you do 2 What is the Matter 2
The Perfon anfwered, /bat is that to you 2 Stop the
Dead-Cart.  This it feems was about one a-Clock ;
{oon after, a5 the Fellow faid, he ftopped the Dead-
Cart, and then knock’d again, but no Body an-
fwer'd : He contined knocking, and the Bellman
call'd out feveral Times, Bring out your Dead 3 but
no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove the
Cart being call’d to other Houfes, would ftay
po longer, and drove away,

The Watchman knew not what to make of
all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning-
Man, or Day-Watchman, as theycall’d him, came
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the
Particulars, they knock’d at the Door a great
while, but no body anfwered ; and they obferv’d,
that the Window, or Cafement, at whch the Per-
Jon had look’d out, who had anfwer'd before,
continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs.

: Upon
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Upon this, the two Men to fatisfy their Curio-
fity, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up
to the Window, and look’d into the Room, where
be faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a
difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but her
Shift: But tho’ he call’d aloud,- and putting in
his long Staff knock’d hard on the Floor, yet no
Body ftirr’d or anfwered ; neither could he hear
any Noife in the Houfe. .

He came down again, upon this, and acquaint-
ed his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding it
juft fo, they refolv’d, to acquaint either the Lord
Mayor, or fome other Magiftrate of it, but did
not offer to go in at the Window: The Magi-
flrate it feems, upon the Information of the two
Men, ordered the Houfe to be broke open, a Con-
ftable, and other Perfons being appointed to be
prefent, that nothing might be plundered; and ac-
cordingly it was {o done, when no Body was found
in the Houfe, but that young Woman, who ha-
ving been infected, and paft Recovery, the reft
had left her to die by herfelf, and were every
one gone, having found fome Way to delude the
Watchman, and ro get open the Door, or get out
at fome Back - Door, or over the Tops of the
Houfes, {o that he knew nothing of it; and as ro
thofe Cries and Shrieks, which he heard, it was
fuppos’d, they were the paffionate Cries of the
Family, at the birter parting, which, to be fure,
it was to them all; this being the Sifter to the
Miftrefs of the Family. The Man of the Houfe,
his Wife, {everal Children, and Servants, being
all gone and fled, whether fick or found, that I
could never learn; nor, indeed, did I make much
Enquiry after it.

Many fuch efcapes were made, out of infected
Houdes, as particularly, when the Watchman was
fent of fome Errand ; for it was his Bufinefs to go

of
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of any Errand, that the Family fent him of, that is
to fay, for Neceffaries, fuch as Food and Phyfick ;
to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Sur-
geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and
the like; But with this Condition too, that when
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of the
Houfe, and take the Key away with him ; to evade
this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got two or
three Keys made to their Locks; or they found
Ways to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were fcrew’d
on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the Infide
of the Houfe, and while they fent away the
‘Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoule, or
for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and go
out as often as they pleas’d: But this being found
out, the Officers afterwards had Orders to Padlock
up the Doors on the Outfide, and place Bolts on
them as they thought fit.

At another Houfe, as I was inform’d, in the
Street next within Algate, a whole Family was
fhut up and lock’d in, becaufe the Maid-Servant
was taken fick ; the Mafter of the Houfe had com-
plain’d by his Friends to the next Alderman, and
to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have
the Maid carried to the Peft-Houfe, but was re-
fufed, fo the Door was marked with a red Crofs,
2 Padlock on the Outfide, as above, and a Watch-
man fet to keep the Door according to publick
Order.

After the Mafter of the Houfe found there was
no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil-
dren were to be locke up with this poor diftemper-
ed Servant ; he call’d to the Watchman, and told
him, he muft go then and fetch a Nurfe for them,
to attend this poor Girl, for that it would be certain
Death to them all to oblige them to nurfe her,
and told him plainly, that if he would not do
this, the Maid muft perith cither of the Diftem-

per
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per, or be ftarv’d for want of Food ; for he was
refolv’d none of his Family, fhould go near her;
and fhe lay in the Garret four Story high, where
the could not Cry out, or call to any Body for
Help.

T:F;‘IE Watchman confented to that, and went
and fetch’d a Nurfe as he fwas appointed, and
brought her to them the fame Evening; during
this interval, the Mafter of the Houfe took his
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro’ his Shop
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had
fat, before or under his Shop-window ; but the
Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuch a difmal Time
as that, was dead or remov’d, and fo he had the
Key in his own keeping; having made his Way
into this Stall, which he cou’d not have done, if
the Man had been at the Door, the Noife he was
obliged to make, being fuch as would have
alarm’d the Watchman ; I fay, having made his
Way into this Stall, he fat ftill till the Watchman
return’d with the Nurfe, and all the next Day alfo ;
but the Night following, having contriv’d to fend
the Watchman of another trifling Errand, which
as I take it, was to an Apothecary’s for a Plaifter
for the Maid, which he was to ftay for the ma-
king up, or fome other fuch Errand that might
fecure his ftaying fome Time; in that Time he
conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out of the
Hocufe, and left the Nurle and the Watchman to
bury the poor Wench; that is, throw her into
the Cart, and take care of the Houlfe.

I cou’d give a great many fuch Stories as thefe,
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that
difmal Year, I met with, zbat is heard of, and
which are very certain to be tiue, or very near the
Truth; that is to fay, truein the General, for
no Man could at {uch a Time, learn all the Par-
ticulars: There was likewile Violence ufed with

the
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the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of
Places ; and I believe, that from the Beginning of
the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs than
eighteen or twenty of them kill’d, or fo wounded
as to betaken up for Dead, which was fuppos’d
to be done by the People in the infected Houfes
which were fhut up, and where they attempted
%0 come out, and were oppos’d.

Nor indeed cou’d lefs be expefted, for here
were fo many Prifons in the Town, as there were
Houfes thut up; and as the People fhut up or im-
prifon’d fo, were guilty of no Crime, only fhut
up becaufe miferable, it was really the more in-
tollerable to them.

It had alfo this Difference ; that every Prifon,
as we may call it, had butone Jailor; and as he
had the whole Houfe to Guard, and that many
Houfes were {o fituated, as that they had feveral
Ways out, fome more, fome lefs, and fome into
feveral Streets ; it was impofiible for one Man fo
to Guard all the Paffages, as to prevent the efcape
of People, made defperate by the fright of their
Circumftances, by the Refentment of their ufage,
or by the raging of the Diftemper itfelf; fo that
they would talk to the Watchman on one Side of
the Houfe, while the Family made their efcape
at another.

For example, in Coleman-fireet, there are abun-
dance of Alleys, as appears {till ; a Houfe was thuc
up in that they call Whites-Alley, and this Houfe
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court,
which had a Paffage into Bell-Alley ; a Watchman
was fet by the Conitable, at the Door of this
Houfe, and there he ftood, or his Comrade, Night
and Day, while the Family went all away in the
Evening, out at that Window into the Court,
and left the poor Fellows warding, and watching,
for near a Fortnight, -

ot
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Not far from the 'fame Place, they blow’d up 2
Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the poor
Fellow dreadfully, and while he made heidious
Cries, and no Body would venture to come near
to help him; the whole Family that were able to
ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high ; two
that were left Sicfj(, calling out for Help; Care
was taken to give them Nurfes to look after them,
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after
the Plague was abated they return’d, but as no-
thing could be prov’d, fo nothing could be done
to them.

It is to be confider’d too, that as thefe were Pri-
fons without Bars and Bolts, which our common
Prifons are furnifh’d with, fo the People let them-
{elves down out of their Windows, evenin the Face
of the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piftols in
their Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to
fhoot him, if he ftir'd or call’d for Help.

In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls,
or Pales between them and their Neighbours ; or
Yards, and Back-Houfes ; and thefe by Friend-
fhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over
thofe Walls or Pales, and fo go out at their
Neighbour’s Doors ; or by giving Money to their
Servants, get them, to let them thro” in the Nightl;
fo thatin fhort, the fhutting up of Houfes, was
in no wife to be depended upon; neither did it
anfwer the End at all; ferving more to make the
People defperate, and drive them to fuch Extre-
mities, as that, they would break out at all Ad-
ventures.

And that which was ftill worfe, thofe that did
thus break out, {pread the Infection farther by their
wandring about with the Diftemper upon them,
in their defperate Circumftances, than they would
otherwife have done ; for whoever confiders all the
Particulars in fuch Cafes muftacknowledge; and we

can-
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cannot doubt but the Severity of thofe Confine-
ments made many People defperate 5 and made
them run out of their Houfes at all Hazards, and
with the Plaguc vifibly vpon them, not konowing
either whither to go, or what to do, or, indeed,
what they did ; and many that did fo, were driven
to dreadful Exigences and Extremities, and perifh’d
in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or drop’d
down, by the raging Violence of the Fever upon
them : Others wandred into the Country, and went
forward any Way, as their Defperation guided
them, not knowing whether they went or would
go, till faint and 6i’d, and not geiting any Re-
lief 5 the Houfes and Villages on the Road refufing
to admit them to lodge, whether infe@ed or no s
they have perith’d by the Road Side, or gotren
into Barns and dy’d chere, none daring to come
to them, or relicve them, tho’ perhaps not infected,
for no Body would believe them.

On the other hand, when the Plague at firft
feiz’d a_Family, that i to fay, when any one Body
of the Family had gone out, and unwarily or other-
wife catch’d the Diftemper and brought it Home,
it was certainly known by the Family, before it
was known to the Officers, who, as you will fee
by the Order, were appointed to examine into the
Circumflances of all fick Perfons, when they heard
of their being fick,

In this Interval, between their being taken fick,
and the Examiners coming, the Mafter of the
Houfe had Leifure and Liberty to remove himfelf,
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and
many did fo : But the great Difafter was, that
many did thus, after they were really infeGed them-
felves, and fo carry’d the Difeafe into the Houfes
of thofe who were fo hofpitable as to receive
them, which it muft be confefs’d was very cruel
and ungrateful, -

F And
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Aud this was, in part, the Reafon of the general
Notion, or Scanda) rather, which went abour of
the Temper of People infected 5 namely, that they
did nor take the leaft Care, or make any Scruple of
infetting others ; tho’ I cannot fay, but rhere
might be fome Truth in it too, but not fo general
as was vcported. What natural Reafon could be
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when
they might conclude themfelves juft going to ap-
pear at the Bar of Divine Juftice, I know not :
I am very well lausfy’d, that it cannot be recon-
ciled to Religion and Principle, any more than it
can be to Generolity and Humanity 3 but I may
fp:ak of that again,

I am fpeaking now of People made defperate,
by the Apprehenfions of their being fhut up, and
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either
before or after they were fhut up, whofe Mifery
was not leflened, when they were out, but fadly
encreafed : On the other hand, many that thus
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Houles,
where they locked themfelves up, and kept hid
till the Plague was over 3 and many Families,
forefeeing the Approach of the Diftemper, laid
up Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole
Families, and fhuc themfclves up, and that fo en-
tirely, that they were neicher feen or heard of, tll
the Infeftion was quite cealed, and then came a-
broad found and well. I might recolleét feveral
fuch as thefe, and give you the Particulars of their
Management ; for, doubtlefs, it was the moft ef-
fo€tual fecure Step that cou’d be taken for fuch,
whofe Circumftances would not admit them te re-
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for
the Cale ; for, in being thus thur up, they were as
if they had been a hundred Miles off : Nor do I
remember, that any ene of thofe Families mifcar-
ry’d 5 among thele, feveral Dutch Merchants were

particu-
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houfes
hike little Garrifons befieged, fuffering none to go
in or our, or come near them 3 particularly one in
a Court in Throckmorton Street, whofe Houl: looked
inte Drapers Garden,

But I come back to the Cafe of Families infeé-
ed, and fhut up by the Magiftrates ; the Mifery
of thofe Familics is not to be exprefs’d, and ic was
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moft
difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight
of the Condition of their deareft Relations, and by
the Terror of being imprifoned as they were.

I remember, and while I am writing this Story,
I think I hear the very Sound of it: A certain
Liady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden about
pineteen Years old, and who was poffeffed of a
very confiderable Fortune ; they were only Lodg-
ers in the Houfe where they were : The young
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been
abroad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what,
for the Houfe was not fhut up ; but about two
Hours after they came home, the young Lady
complained fhe was not well ; in a Quarrer of an
Hour more fhe vomitcd, and had a violen: Pain
in her Head. Pray God, fays her Mother, in a
terrible Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper !
The Pain in her Head increafing, her Mather or-
dered the Bed to be warm’d, and refolv’d to put
her to Bed ; and prepared to give her Things to
iweat, which was the ordinary Remedy to be
taken, when the firft Apprehenfions of the Dif-
temper began.

While the Bed was airing, the Mother undref-
fed the young Woman, and jult as fhe was laid
down in the Bed, fhe looking upon her Body with
a Candle, immediately difcovered the fatal To-
kens on the Infide of her Thighs. Her Mother,

not
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not being able to contain herfelf, threw dowm
her Candle, and fcreeck’d out in fuch a frightful
Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon
the ftouteft Heart in the World ; nor was it one
Skream, or one Cry, but the Fright having feiz’d
her Spirits, the fainted firlt, then recovered, then
ran all over the Houfe, up the Stairs and down the
Stairs, like one diftracted, and indeced really was
diftracted, and continued {fkreeching, and crying
out for feveral Hours void of all Senfe, or, at lealt,
Government of her Senfes, and, as 1 was told, ne-
ver came thoroughly to herlelf again: As to the
young Maiden, fhe was a dead Corpfe from that
Moment ;3 for the Gangreen, which occafions the
Spots, had {pread her whole Body, and fhe died
in lefs than two Hours : But ftill the Mother
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing
more of her Child, feveral Hours after fhe was
dead. It is fo long ago, that I am not certain,
but I think the Mother never recovered, but died
in two or three Weeks after.

This was an extraordinary Cale, and I am there-
fore the more particular in it, becaufe I came fo
much to the Knowledge of it 3 but there were in-
numerable fuch like Cafes ; and 1t was feldom,
that the Weekly Bill came in, but there were
two or three put in frighted, that 1s, that may well
be called, frighted to Death: But befides thofe,
who were fo frighted as to die upon the Spot, there
were great Numbers frighted to other Extreams,
fome frighted out of their Senfes, fome out of their
Memory, and fome out of their Underftanding :
But T return to the fhutting up of Houfes,

As feveral People, 7 fay, got out of their Houfes
by Stratagem, after they were fhut up, fo others
got out by briting the Waichmen, and giving
them Moncy to ler them go privately out in the
Night. T muft confefs, I thought it at that time,

the
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in a terrible manner, they refolved to fhift as well
as they could, and to be gone.

One of them had been a Soldier in the late Wars,
and before that in the Low Countries, and having
been bred to no particular Employment but his
Arms; and befides, being wounded, and not able to
work very hard, bad for fome Time been employ’d
at a Baker’s of Sea-Bifket in Wapping.

The Brother of this Man was a Seaman too, but
fome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, that
he could not go to Sea, but had work’d for his Liv-
ing at a Sail-Maker’s in Wapping, or thereabouts 3
and being 2 good Hufband, had laid up fome Mo-
pey, and was the richeft of the three,

I he third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by
Trade, a handy Feliow ; and he had no Wealth,
but his Box, or Bafket of Tools, with the help of
which he could at any Time get his Living, fuoch a
Time as this excepted, wherever he went, ‘and he
lw’d near Sbhadwel.

They a'l iv’d in Stepney Parith, which, as I have
faid, being the laft that was infected, or at leaft vi-
olently, they ftay’d there tll they evidently faw
the Plague was abating at the Weft Part of
the Town, and coming towards the Eaft where they
liv’d. : g¥e

The Story of thofe three Men, if the” Reader
will be content to have me give it in their own
Perfons, without taking upen me to either vouch
the Particulars, or anfwer for any Miftakes, 1 fhall
give as diftintly as I can, believing the Hiftory
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to
follow, in cafe the like publick Defolation fhould
happen here ; and if there may be {uch Occaflion,
which God of his infinite Mercy grant us, {till the
Story may have its Ufes fo many ways as that it will,

I hope, never be faid, that the relating has been un-
profitable, '

I fay
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of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful Gulph
to be dug; for fuch it was rather thana Pit,

They had fuppofed this Pit would have fup-
ply’d them for a Month or more, when they dug
it, and fome blam’d the Church-Wardens for fuf-
fering fuch a frightful Thing, telling them they
were making Preparations to bury the whole Pa-
rith, and the like; but Time made ic appear, the
Church-Wardens knew the Condition of the Parith
better than they did 3 for the Pit being finithed the
4th of September, 1 think, they began to bury in it
the 6th, and by the 20th, which was juft two Weeks,
they had thrown into it 1114 Bodies, when they
were obliged to All it up, the Bodies being then
come to lie within fix Foot of the Surface : 1 doubt
riot but there may be fime antient Perfons alive in
the Parifh, who can juftify the Fact of this, and are
able to fhew even in what Place of the Church-
Yard the Pit lay, better than T cany the Mark
of it alfo was many Years to be feen in the Church-
Yard on the Surface lying in Length, parallel with
the Paflag: which goes by the Weft-Wall of the
Church-yard, out of Houndfiitch, and turns Eaft
again into White Chappel, coming out near the three
Nuns Inn.

It was about the 1oth of Seprember, that my Cu-
riofity led, or rather drove me to go and fee this Pit
again, whep there had been near 400 People buried
mit; and I was not content 1o iee it in the Day-
time, as 1 had done before; for then there would
have been nothing to have been feen but the loofe
Earth ; for all the Bodies that were thrown in, were
immediately covered with Earth, by thofe they call’d
the Burye:s, which at other Times were call’d Bear-
ers ; but I refolv’d to go in the Night and fec fome
of them thrown in.

There was a tri& Order to prevent People com-
ing to thofe Pits, and that was only to prevent
Infe€tion: But after fome Time, that Order was

more
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more neceflary, for People that were infe@led, and
near their End, and delirious -alfo, would run to
thofe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw
themfelves in, and, as they faid, bury themielves: I
cannot fay, that the Officers fuffered any willingly
to lie there : but I have heard, that ina greac
Pit in Finsbury, in the Parith of Cripplegate, it lying
open then to the Ficlds, for it was not then wall’d
about, came and threw themfelves in, and ex-
pued- there, before they threw any Earth upon
them; and that when they came to bury others,
and found them there, they were quite dead, tho’
not cold,

This may ferve a little to defcribe the dreadful
Condition of that Day, tho’ it is impoflible to fay
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to
thofe who did not fee it, other than this; that it
was indeed very, very, very dreadfu!, and fuch as no
Tongue can exprefs,

I got Admittance into the Church-Yard by being
acquainted with the Sexton who attended, who
tho’ he did not refule me at all, yet earneftly per-
{fwaded me not to go; telling me very ferioufly,
for he was a geod religious and fenfible Man, that
it was, indeed, their Bufinels and Duty to venture,
and to run all Hazards; and that in it they might
hope to be picferv’d 5 but that I had no apparent
Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which, he faid,
he believ’d I would not pretend, was {ufficient to
juftify my ruoning that Hazard., I told him I had
been prefs’d in my Mind to go, and that perhaps
it sight be an Inftruting Sight, that might not
be without s Ulfes. Nay, fays the good Man,
if you will venrure upon that Score, *Name of God
go i ; for, depend upon it, *twill be a Sermon to
you, it may be, the beft that ever you heard in
your Life. *Tis a fpeaking Sight, fays he, and
has a Voice with ir, and a loud one, to call us all
to, Repentance 3 and with that he opened the Door
and faid, Goy if you will, His
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His Difcourfe had fhock’d my Refolution a lit-
tle, and I ftood wavering for a good while, but
juit at that Interval 1 faw two Links come over
trom the end of the Minories, and heard the Bell-
man, and then appeared a Dead-Cart, as they call’d
it, coming over the Streets; fo I could no long-
er refit my Delire of feeing it, and went in :
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firft,
in the Church-Yard, or going into it, but the
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart,
or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when
they came up to the Pir, they faw a Man go
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and
making Motions with his Hands, under his
Cloak, as if he was ina great Agony ; and the Bu-
riers 1immediately gathered about him, fuppofling
he was one of thoic poor delirious, or defperate
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to
bury themielves; he faid nothing as he walk’d
about, but two or three times groaned very deeply,
and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart.

When the Buryers came up to him they foen found
he was neither a Perfon infeted and defperate, as
I have obfirved above, or a Perfon diftemper-
ed in Mind, but one opprefs’d with a dread-
ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and
feveral of his Children, all 1n the Cart, that was
joft come in with him, and he followed in an Ago-
ny and Excefs of Sorrow, He mourned heartily, as
it was caly to fee, but with a kind of Malculine
Grief, that could pot give it felf Vent by Tears;
and calmly defiring the Buriers to let him alone,
faild he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and
go away, fo they left impertuning him ; but no foon-
er was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies fhot
into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was a Surprize to
him, for he at leaft expected they would have been
decently laid in, tho' indeed he was afterwards

COl~-
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convinced that was impraéticable; Ifay, no fooner
did he fee the Sight, but he cry’d out aloud, un-
able to contain himfelf; I could not hear what
he faid, but he went backward two or three Steps,
and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him
and took him up, and in a little While he came to
himfelf, and they led him away to the Pye-Tavern
over-againft the End of Hound/ditch, where, it fccms,
the Man was known, and where they took carc of
him. He lookd into the Pit again, as he went a-
way, but the Buricrs had covered the Bodics fo im-
mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho’ there
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and
Candles in them, plac’d all Night round the Sides
of the Pir, upon the Heaps of Earth, feven or

cight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be
feen.

This was a mourrful Scene indeed, and affeted
me almoft as much as the reft; but the other was
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix-
tcen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome lictle other than
naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had,
fll frem them, in the fhooting out of the Cart,
and they fell quite naked among the reft; but the
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency
much to any one clfe, fecing they were all dead,
and were to be huddled rtogether into the com-
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went
together ; there was no other way of Burials, nei-
ther was it poffible there thould, for Coffins were
not to be had for the predigious Numbers that fell
in fuch a Calamity as this.

it was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu-
riers, that if any Corple was delivered to them,
decently wound up, as we call’d it then, in a Wiad-
ing Sheet ty’d over the Head and Fcer, which

fome
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fome did, and which was generaily of good Linen 5
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were fo
wicked as to ftrip them in the Cart, and carry
them quite naked to the Ground : Butas I can not
eafily credit any thing fo vile among Chriftians,
and at a Time fo fl’d with Terrors, as that was,
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined.

Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel
Behaviours and Practifes of Nurfes, who tended the
Sick, and of their haltening on the Fate of thofe.
they tended in thetr Sicknefs : ButI fhall fay more
of this in its Place. ‘

I was indeed fhock®d with this Sight; it almoft
overwhelm’d me, and I went away with my Heart
ooft aflited and full of the affi&ting Thoughts,
fuch as I cannot delcribe ; juft at my going out of
the Church, and turning up the Street towards my
own Houle, I faw another Cart with Links, and
a Bellman going before, coming out of Harrew-
Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on the other Side of the
‘Way, and being, as I perceived, very full of dead
Bodies, it went directly over the Street alfo toward
the Church : I ftood a while, but I had no Sto-’
mach to go back again to fee the fame difmal
Scene over again, fo | went direCtly Home, where
I could not but confider with Thankfulnefs, the
Rifque I had run, believing I had gotten no In-
jury ; as indeed I had not.

Here the poor unhappy Gentleman’s Grief came
into my Head again, and indeed I could not but
fhed Tears in the Refleétion upon it, perhaps more
than he did himfelf ; but his Cafe lay fo heavy
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my
felf, but that T muft go out again into the Street,
and go to the Pye-Tavern, refolving to enquire
what became of him.

It was by this Time One a-Clock in the Morn-

ing, and yet the poor Gentleman was there 3 the
Truth
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Truth was, the People of the Houfe knowing him,
had entertain’d him, and kept him there all the
Night, notwithftanding the Danger of being infect-
ed, by him, tho’ it appear’d the Man was perfectly
found himfelf.

It is with Regret, that I take Notice of this
Tavern ; the People were civil, manncrly, and an
obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this
Time kept their Houfe open, and their Trade go-
ing on, tho’ not fo very publickly as formerly ; but
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows that ufed their
Houfe, and who in the middle of all this Horror
met there every Night, behaved with all the re-
velling and roaring Extravagances, as is ufual for
fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to
fuch an offenfive Degree, that the very Mafter and
Miftrefs of the Houfe grew firft afham’d and then
serrify’d atthem.

They fac generally in a Room next the Street ;
and as they always kept late Hours, fo when the
Dead-Cart came crofs the Street End to go into
Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the Tavern
Windows, they would frequenily open the Win-
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look out
ar them 3 and as they might often hear fad Lamen-
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win-
dows, as the Carts went along, they would make
their impudent Mocksand Jeers at them, efpecially
if they heard the poor People call upon God to have
Mercy upon them, as many would do atthofc Times
in their ordinary pafling along the Streets,

Thefe Gentlemen teing fomething difturb’d with
the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into
the Houfe, as above, were firft angry, and very
high with the Mafter of the Houfe, for fuffering
fuch a Fellow, as they called him, to be brought
out of the Grave into their Houfe 5 but being an-
fwered, that the Man was a Neighbour, and chat

e
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he was found, but overwhelmed wich the Calamity
of his Family, and the like, they turned their An-
ger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for his
Wife and Children 3 taunted him with want of Cou-
rage to leap into the great Pit, and go to Heaven,
as they jeeringly exprefled it, along with them; add-
ing fome very profane, and even blafphemous Ex-
preflions.

They were at this vile Work when I came back
to the Houfe, and as far as 1 could fee, tho’ the
Man fac ftill, mute and difconfolate, and their Af-
fronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was both
grieved and offended at their Difcourfe : Upon this,
1 gently reproved them, being well enough ac-
quainted with their Characters, and not unknown
in Perfon to two of them.

They immediately fell upon me with ill Language
and Oaths ; afk’d me what I did out of my Grave,
at fuch a Time when fo many bouefler Men were
carried into the Church-Yard ? and why [ was not
at Home faying my Prayers, againft the Dead-Cart
came for me ? and the like.

T was indeed aftonithed ac the Tmpudence of the
Men, tho’ not at all difcompofed at their Treat-
ment of me 3 however I kept my Temper; I wid
them, that tho’ I defy’d them, or any Man in the
: "Worid to tax me with any Difbonefly, yet I acknow-
ledg’d that in this terrible Judgment of God, many
better than I were fwept away, and carr:nd to
their Grave : But to anfwer their Queftion direétly,
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by
that great God, whofe Name they had blafphﬂm*
ed and taken in vain, by curfing and fwearing in a
dreadful Manner ; and that I believed T was pre-
ferved in particular, among other Ends of his
Goodnels, that T might reprove them for their au-
dacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fuch a Manner, and
in fuch an awful Time as rhis was, efpecially, for

their
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their Jeeringand Mocking at an honeft Gentleman,
and a Neighbour, for fome of them knew him, who
they faw was overwhelmed with Sorrow, for the
Breaches which it had pleafed God to make upon
his Family.

I cannot call exaétly to Mind the hellith abomi-
nable Raillery, which was the Return they made to
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it feems, that
I was not at all afraid to be free with them ; nor, if
- [ could remember, would 1 fli my Account with
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curfes, and
vile Expreflions, fuch as, at that time of the Day,
even the worft and ordinarieft People in the Street
would not ufe; (for except fuch hardened Creatures
as thefe, the moft wicked Wretches that could be
found, had at that Time fome Terror upon their
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could thus,
in 2 Moment, deftroy them.)

But that which was the worlt in all their devil-
itfh Language was, that they were not afraid to
blafpheme God, and rtalk Atheiftically ; making a
Jeft at my calling the Plague the Hand of God,
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment,
as if the Providence of Ged had no Concern in the
infhcting fuch a defolating Stroke; and that the
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts
carrying away the dead Bodies, was all enthufia-
itick, ablurd, and imperinent.

I made them fome Reply, fuch as T thought pro-
per, but which I found was fo far from putiing
a Checque to their horrid way of {peaking, that it
made them rail the more 5 fo that I confefs it filled
me with FHorror, and a kind of Rage, and I came
away, 8s I told them, left the Hand of thar Judg-
ment which had vifited the whole City thould glo-
rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were
near them,

They
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Trey received all Reproof with the utmoft Con-
tempt, and made the greateft Mockery that was pof-
fible for them to do at me, giving me all the oppro-
brious infolent Scoffs that they could think of for
preaching to them, as they called it, which indeed
grieved me, rather than angered me 3 and I went a-
way blefling God, however, in my Mind, that] had
not {pared them, tho’ they had infulted me fo much.

They continued this wretched Courfe three or
four Days afier this, continually mocking and jeer-
ing at all that thewed themfelves religious, or feri-
ous, or that were any way touched with the Senfe of
the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I was
informed they flouted in the fame manner, at the
good People, who, notwith(tanding the Contagion,
met af the Church, fafted, and prayed to God to re-
move his Iand from them,

I fay, they continued this dreadful Courfe three or
four Days, [ think it was ne more, when one of them,
particularly he who afk’d the poor Gentleman what
be did out of bis Grave ? was firuck from Heaven
with the Plague, and died in a moft deplorable
Manner ; and in a word they were every one of
them carried into the great Pit, which I have men-
tioned above, before it was quite filled up, which
was not above a Fortnight or thereabout.

Thefc Men were guilty of many Extravagances,
fuch as one would think, Human Nature fhould
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at fuch a Time
of gencral Terror, as was then upon usy and parti-
cularly fcoffing and mocking at every thing which
they happened to fee, that was religious among
the People, efpecially at their thronging zealoufly
to the Place of publick Worfhip, to implore Mercy
from Heaven in fuch a Time of Diftrefs ; and this
Tavern, where they held their Club, being within
View of the Church Door, they had the more par-
ticular Occalion for their Atheiftical profane Mirth.

But
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I went Home, indeed, griev’d and affli¢ted in my
Mind, at the abominable Wickednefs of thofe Men,
not doubting, however, that they would be made
dreadful Examples of God’s Juftice ; for I look’d up-
on this difmal Time to be a particular Seafon of Divine
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occafion,
fingle out the proper Objefts of his Dilpleafure, in 2
more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano-
ther Time ; and that, tho’Idid believe that many good
People would, and did, fall in thecommon Calamity,
and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the eter-
nal State of any one, by their being diftinguifh’d in
fuch a Time of general Peftruction, neither one Way
or other 3 yet, I fay, it could not but feem reafonable
to believe, that God would not think fic to fpare by
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fhould -
infult his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and
mock at his Worfhip and Worlhipers, at fuch a Time;
po not tho’ his Mercy had thought fit to bear with,
and fpare them at other Times : That this was a Day
of Vilitation 3 a Day of Ged’s Anger 3 and thofe
Words came into my Thooght, Fer. v. ix. Shall I
not vifit for thefe things, [aith the Leord, and fhall not
my Soul be avenged of fuch a nation as this ?

Thefe Things, I fay, lay upon my Mind ; and I
went home very much griev’d and opprefs’d with the
Horror of thefe Mens Wickednefs, and to think thag
any thing cou’d be fo vile, fo harden’d, and fo noto-
rioufly wicked, as to infult God and his Servants,
and his Worfhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a
Time as this was; when be had, asit were, his Sword
drawn in his Hand, on purpofe to take Vengeance,
not on them only, but on the whole Nation.

[ had, indeed, been in fome Paffion, at firlt, with
them, tho’ it was really raifed, not by any Affront
they had offered me perfonally, but by the Horror
their blafpheming Tongues fill’d me with; however,
I was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Refent-
ment ] retain’d was not all vpen my own private Ac-

; count,
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- count, for they had given nie a great deal of ill Lan-
guage too, I mean perfonally ; but after fome Paufe,
and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I re-
ti’d my felf, as foon as I came home, for I flept
not thatNight; and, giving God moit humbleThanks
- for my Prefervation in the eminent Danger I had
been in, I fet my Mind ferioully, and with the utmoft
Earneftnefs, to pray for thofe defperate Wretches,
that God would pardon them, open their Eyes, and
effectually humble them,

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray
for thofe who defpitefully ufed me, but I fully try’d
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction; that it was not
fill’d with any Spirit of Refentment as they had of-
fended me in partcular ; and I humbly recommend
the Method to all thofe that would know, or be cer-
tain, how to diftinguith between their real Zeal for
the Honour of God, ard the Effets of their private
Paffions and Refentment.

But T muft go back here to the particular Incidents
which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi-
fitation, and particolarly to the Time of their {hut-
ting up Houfzs, in the firft Part of their Sicknefs 5 for
before the Sicknefs was come to its Height, People
had more Room to make their Obfervations, than
 they had afterward : But when it was in the Extre-
mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communication
with one another, as before.

During the fhutting up of Houfes, as I have faid,
Home Violence was offered to the Watchmen; as to
Soldiers, there were none to be found s the few Guards
which the King then had,which were nothing like the
Number entertain’d fince, were difpers’d, eicher at
Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the remoter
Parts of the Country ; (mali Detachments excepted,

who did Dury ac the Tower, and at W biteball,
and thefe but very few ; neither am [ pofitive, that
there was any other Guard at the Tower, than the
Warders, a5’ they call’d them, who {tand ar the

s G 2 Gare
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T his is one of the Reafons why 1believ’d then, and
do believe fill, that the fhutting up Houfes thus by
Force,and reftraining,or rather imprifoning Peoplein
their own Houlfes, as is faid above, was of little or no
Service in the Whole ; nay, I am of Opinion, it was
rather hurtful, having forced thofe defperate People
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds.

I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken
out of his Houfe in Alder [gate-Sireet, or thereabout,
went along the Road to /flington;he attempred to have
gone in at the Angel-Inn, and after that at the #hite-
Horfe, two Inns known ftill by the fame Signs, but
was refufed ; after which he came to the Pyed Bull,
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he afked
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to
be going into Lincolnfbire, and afluring them of his be-
ing very found, and free from the Infection, which
allo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way,

They told him they hadno Lodging thatthey could
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they
could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fome Drovers
being expected the next Day with Cattle ; fo, if he
would accept of that Lodging, he might have ir,
which hedid ; fo a Servant was fent up with a Candle
with him, to fhew him the Room ; he was very well
drefs’d, and look’d like a Perfon not ufed to lie in a
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fetch’d a
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain
in fuch a Lodging as this ; however the Servant aflur-
ing him again, that they had no better, Well, fays
he, I muft make fhift ; this is a dreadful Time, butit
is but for one Night; fo he fat down upon the Bed-
fide, and bade the Maid, I ¢bink it was, fetch him up a
Pint of warm Ale ; accordingly the Servant went for
the Ale ; but fome Hurry in the Houfe, which, per-
haps, employed her otherways, put it out of her
Head ; and fhe went up no more to him,

G 3 The
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The next Morning, feeing no Appearance of the
Gentleman, fome Body in thie Houfe afked the Ser-
vant that had thewed him up Stairs, what was be-
come of him? She flarted ; Alas, fays fhe, I never
thought more of him : He bade me carry him fome
warm Ale, but I forgot 3 uvpon which, not the Maid,
but fome other Perfon, was fent up o fee after him,
who coming into the Room found him ftark dead,
and almoft cold, firetch’d out crofs the Bed; his
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open
in a moft frightful Pofture, the Rug of the Bed being
grafped hard in one of his Hands 5 fo that it was plain
he died foon afier the Maid left him, and ’tis proba-
ble,had the gone up with the Ale,fhe had found him
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the
Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any
one may fuppole, they having been free from the Di-
ftemper, till that Difafter, which bringing the Infec-
tion to the Houle, fpread it immediately to other
Houfes round about it. 1 do not remember how ma-
ny dicd in the Houfe it felf, but I think the Maid
Servant, who went up firft with him, fell prefently
ill by the Fright, and feveral others; for, whereas
there died but two in [fington of the Plague the Week
before, there died 17 the Weck after, whereof 14
were of the Plague 5 this was in the Week from the
p1th of Fuly to the 18th. ;

There was one Shift that fome Families had, and
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be
infetted, and that was this ; The Familjes, who in
the firft breaking out of the Biftemper, fled away
into the Country, and had Retreats among their
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neigh-
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe
Houles to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like,
Some Houfes were, indeed, entirely lock’d up, the
Doors padlocked, the Windows and Doors havin
Deul-Boards nail’d over them, and only the Infpection
of them commitied to the ordinary Watchmen and
Parith Officers 3 but thele were but few, k



[t was thought that there were not lefs than
10000 Houfes forfaken of the Inhabitants in the
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Qut-
Parithes, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water
they called Soutbwark. Thiswas befides the Numbers
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who wers
fled out of other Famirics ; fothat in all it was com-

uted that about 200000 People were fled and gone
in all * But of this I fhall fpeak again: But I men-
tion it here on this Account, namely, that it wasa
Rule with thofewho had thus two Houfes in cheir
Keeping or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in
a Family, before the Mafter of the Family let the
Examiners or any other Officer know of it, he im-
mediately would fend all che reft of his Family, whe-
ther Children or Servants, asit fell out to be, to fuch
other Houfc which he had fo in Charge, and then
giving Notice of the fick Perfon to the Examiner,
have a Nurfe, or Nurfes appointed ; and have ano-
ther Perfon to be thut up in the Houfe with them
(which many for Money would do) fo to take
Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon fhould die,

This wa; in many Calfes the faving a whole Fa-
mily, who, if they had been thut up with the fick
Perfon, would inevitably have perithed : But on the
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies
of thutting vp Houfes ; for the Apprehenfions and
Terror of being fhut up, made many run away with
the reft of the Family, who, tho' it was not publick.
ly known, and they were not quite fick, had yet
the Diftemper upon them; and who, by having an
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig-
ed (lill to conceal their Circumfitances, or pcrhaps
not knowing it themfelves, gave the Diftemper to
others, and fpread the Infection in a dreadful Man-
ner, as I (hall explain fariher hereafter.

And here 1 may be able to make an Obfervation
or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to
thofe, into whofe Hands thefe may come, if they
fhould ever fee the like dreadful Vifitation, (1.) The
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Infetion generally came into the Houfes of the Ci-
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who they
were obliged to fend up and down the Streets for Ne-
ceflaries, that is to fay, for Food, or Phyfick, to Bake-
houfes,Brew-houfes,Shops, &7¢c. and whogoing necef-
farily thro’ the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the
like, it was impofiible but that they fhould, one way
or other, meet with diftempered People, who con-
vey’d the fatal Breath into them, and they brought
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged,
(2.) It was a great Miftake, that {fuch a great City
as this had but one Peft-Houle 3 for had there been,
inftead of one Peft-houle, wiz, bevond Bunbil-Fields,
where, at moft, they could receive, perhaps, 200 or
300 People; I fay, had there inftead of that one been
{everal Pelt-houfes, every one able to contain a thou-
fand People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds
ina Room ; and had every Mafter of a Family,as foon
as any Servant efpecially, had been taken fick in his
Houfe, been obliged to fend them to the next Peft-
Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had
the Examiners done the like among the poor People,
when any had been firicken with the Infection ; I
fay, had this been done where the People were wil-
ling (not otherwifc) and the Houfes not been fhut,
I am perfuaded, and was all the While of that Opi-
nton, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had
died 5 for it was obferved, and 1 could give feveral
Inftances within the Compals of my own Knowledge,
‘where a Servant had been taken fick, and the Family
had either Time to fend him out, or retire from
the Houfe, and leave the fick Perfon, as T bave faid
above, they had all been prefeived ; whereas, when,
upon one or more fickning in a Family, the Houfe
bas been fhut up, the whole Family have perithed,
and rhe Bearers been obliged to go in to fetch out
the Dead Bodics, not being able to bring them to
the Door ; and at laft none left to do ir.
(2., This putit out of Queftion to me, that the Cala-
- mity
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mity was fpread by Infection, that is to fay, by fome
certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyficians call
Effluvia, by the Breath, orby the Swear, or by the
Stench of the Sores of the fick Perfons, or fome other
way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyfi-
cians themfelves, which Effluvia affected the Sound,
who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, im-
mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid
found Perfons, putting their Blood into an immediate
Ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree
which it was found they were agitated ; and fo thole
newly infected Perfons communicated it in the fame
Manner to others ; and thisI fhall give fome Inftan-
ces of, that cannot but convince thofe who ferioufly
confider it ; and I cannot but with fome Wonder,
find fome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without
the Agency of Means, having Commiiiion to ftrike
this and that particular Perfon, and none .other;
which I look upon with Contempt, asthe Effelt of
manifeft Ignorance and Enthufialim ; likewife the
Opinion of others, who talk of Infection being car-
ried on by the Air only, by carrying with 1t vaft
Numbers of Infe&ts, and invifible Creatures, who en-
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit molt
acute Poifons, or poifonous Ova, or Egegs, which
mingle themfelves with the Bloed, and fo infect the
Body ; a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience ; but
1 fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order.

I muft here take farther Notice that nothing was
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the
Supine Negligence of the People themfclves, who,
during the long Notice or Warning they had of the
Vifitation, made no Provifion for it, by laying
in Store of Provifions, or of other Neceflaries ; by
which they might have liv’d retir’d, and within
their own Houfts, as I have obferved others did,

and
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and who were in a great Meafure preferv’d by that
Caution ; nor were they, after they ‘were a little’
hardened to it fo fhye of converfing with one ano-
ther, when actually infected, as they were at firfty
po tho’ they knew i,

Yacknowledge I was one of thofe thoughtlefs Ones,
that had made fo little Provifion, that my Servants
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle
by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun,
even till my Experience thewing me the Folly, I

n to be wifer fo late, thar I had fcarce Time to
ftore my felf fufficient for our common Subfiftence
for a Month,

I had in Family only an antient Woman, that
managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, two Appren<
tices, and my felfs and the Plague beginning to
encreafe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about
what Courle I fhould rake, and how I fhould att ;
the many difmal Objects, which happened every-
where as I went about the Streets, had 6lIPd my
Mind wich a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di-
ftemper ic felf, which was, indeed, very horrible in
it felf, and in fome more than in others; the Swellings
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when
they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo pain-
ful, that it was equal to the moft exquifite Tor-
ture ; and fome not able to bear the Torment threw
themfelves out at Windows, or fhot themfelves, or
otherwife made themfelves away, and I faw feveral
di'mal Objects of that Kind : Others, unable to con-
tain themielves, vented their Pain by inceffant
Roarings, and fuch loud and Jamentable Cries were
to be heard as we walk’d along the Streets, that
would pierce the very Heart to think of, elpecially
when it was to be confidered, that the fame dread-
ful Scourge might be expetted every Moment to
fcize upon our felves.

Icannot fay, but that now I began to faint in
my Refolutions ; my Heare fail’'d me very much,

' and
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and forely I repented of my Rathnefs : When I had
been out, and met with fuch terrible Things as thefe
I have ralked of ; 1 fay, I repented my Rafhnefs in
venturing to abide in Town : I wifh’d often, that I
had not taken upon me to ftay, but had gone away
with my Brother and his Family. ,

Terrified by thofe frightful Objeéts, I would retire
Homelometimes, and refolve togoout no more, and
perhaps Iwould keep thofe Refolutions for three or
four Days, which Time I fpent in the moft ferious
Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer-
vation of my Family, and the conftant Confeflion of
my Sios, giving my felf up 1o God every Day, and
applying to him with Fafting, Humiliation, and
Meditation : Such Intervals as I had, I employed in
reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran-
dums of what occurred to me every Day, and out of
which, afterwards, I took moft of this Work, as it
relates to my Oblervations without Doors : What [
wrote of my Private Meditations I referve for pri-
vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on
any Account whatever,

I alfo wrote other Meditations upon divine Sub-

jects, fuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were
J s

profitable to my felf, but not fit for any other View,
and therefore I fay no more of tha:.

I had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe
Name was Heath, who I frequently vifited during this
difmal Time, and to whofe Advice I was very much
oblig’d for many Things which he direfted me to
take, by way of perventing the Infection when I
went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold
in my Mouth when I was in the Sireets ; he alio
came very often to fec me, and as he wasa good
Chriftian, as well as a good Phyfician, his agreeable
Converfation was a very great Support to me in the
worlt of this rerrible Time.

It was now the Beginning of Auguf, and ihe
Plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place

where
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where I liv’d, and Dr. Heath coming to vifit me, and
finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets,
earneftly perfwaded me to lock my fclf up and my
Family, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of
Doors ; to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and
Curtains clofe, and never to open them ; but firft,
to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the
Window, or Door wasto be opened, with Rozen and
Pitch, Brimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like ; and
we did this for fome Time : But as I had not laid in
a Store of Provifion for fuch a Retreat, it was impof-
fible that we could keep within Doors entirely ;5
however, I attempted, ’tho it was fo very late, to
do fomething towards it; and firft, as I had Conve-
nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks,
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread ; alfo [
bought Malr, and brew’d as much Beer as all the
Cafks I had would hold, and which feem’d enough
to fervemy Houfe for fiveor ix Weeks; alfo I laidin
a Quantity of Salt-burter and Chefbire Cheefe ; but |
hac ro Fleth-mear, and the Plague raged fo violent-
ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houfes, on’
the other Side of our Street, where they are known
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not advif-
able, fo much as to go over the Street among them.
And here I muft obferve again, that this Neceffi-
ty of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifions, was
in a grear Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for
the Peop'e catch’d the Diitemper, on thefe Occa-
fions, one of ancther, and even the Provifions them-
fe'ves were ofien tainted, at leaft I have grest Rea-
fon to believe fo; and therefore 1 cannot fay with
Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Af-
furance, that the Market People, and fuch as brought
Provifions to Town, were never infected : T am cer-
tain, the Burchers of B hite-Chapel, where thegreateft
Pa:tof the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully

vifited, and thar at leaft to fuch a Degree, that t':_-u;
0
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of their Shops were kept open, and thofe that re-
main’d of them, kill’d their Meat at Mile- End and
that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes.

However, the poor People cou’d not lay up Pro-
vifions, and there was a Neceflity, that they mult go
to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or
their Children ;3 and as this was a Neceflity which
renew’d itfelf daily, it brought abundance of un-
found People to the Markets, and a great many
that went thither found, brought Death home with
them.

It is true, People us'd all poffible Precaution
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market,
they would not take it of the Butcher’s Hand, but
take it off the Hooks themfelves. On the other
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money,
but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar, which he
kept for that Purpofe. The Buyer carry’d always
{mall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they
might take no Change. They carry’d Bottles for
Scents and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the
Means that could be us’d, were us’d : But then the
Poor cou’d not do even thefe things, and they went
at all Hazards,

Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day
on this very Account: Sometimes a Min or Wo-
man dropt down dead in the very Markets; for ma-
ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no-
thing of it till the inward Gangreen had affeted
their Vitals, and they died in a few Moments;
this caus’d, that many died frequently in that Man-
ner in the Streets fuddenly, withoutany Warning :
Orthers perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or
Stall ; or to any Door, Porch, and juft fic down and
die, as I have faid before,

. Thefe Objects were fo frequent in the Strects,
that when the Plague came to be very raging, on
one Side, there was Icarce any paffing by the Sireets,
but that feveral dead Bodies would be lying here

and
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Fields ; Allo in St, George’s-fields in Soutbhwark, in
Bun-bill-fields, and in a great Field, call’d #Woed’s-
Clofe near Ifiington 5 thither the Lord-Mayor, Alder-
men, and Magiftrates, fent their Officers and Ser-
vants to buy for their Families, themfclves keeping
within Doors as much as poffible; and the like did
many other People 5 and after this Method was taken,
the CountryPeople came with great Chearfulnefs, and
brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got
any Harm ; which, I fuppofe, added alfo to that Re-
port of their being miraculoufly preferv’d.

As for my little Family, having thus, as I have
faid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheefe, and
Beer, I tock my Friend and Phyfician’s Advice, and
lock’d myfelf up, and my Family, and refolv’d to
{uffer the Hard(hip of living a few Months without
Flefh-meat, rather than to purchafe it at the hazard
of cur Lives,

But tho’ I confin’d my Family, I could not prevail
upon my unfatished Curiofity to flay within entirely
mylelf 5 and tho’ I generally came frighted and ter-
rified home, yet I cou’d not reftrain ; only that in-
deeed I did not doit fo frequently as at firft,

I had fome little Obligations indecd upon me, to
go to my Brother’s Houfe, which was in Coleman’s-
fireet Parith, and which he had left to my Care, and
I went at firft every Day, but afterwards only once
or twice a Week.

In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before
my Eyes, as particularly of Perfons falling dead in
the Streets, terrible Shricks and Skreekings of Wo-
men, who in their Agonies would throw opea their
Chamber Windows, and cry out in a difmal furprig- -
ing Manner; it is impoffible to defcribe the Variery
of Poftures, in which the Paffions of the poor People
would exprefs themfelves.

Paffing thro’ Token-Houfe-Yard in Lathbury, of a
fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over my
Head, and a Woman gave three frightfu] Screetches,

and
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and then cry’d, Ob! Death, Death, Death ! in amoft
inimitable Tone, and which ftruck me with Horror
and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood. There was no
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did
any other Window open 3 for People had no Curio-
fity now in any Cafe; nor could any Body help one
another; fo I went on to pafs into Belly-Alley.

Juft in Beli-Alley, on the Right-hand of the Paf-
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho’
it was not fo dire€ted out at the Window, but the
whole Family was in 2 terrible Fright, and I could
hear Women and Children run fcreaming about the
Rooms like diftracted, when a Garret Window open-
ed, and fome body from a Window on the other Side
the Alley, call’d and afk’d, What is the Matter ? up-
on which, from the firt Window it was anfwered,
O Lord, my old Mafter bas bang’d bimfelf | The other
afked again, Is be quite dead ? and the firft anfwer'd,
Ay, ay, quite dead 5 quite dead and cold ! This Perfon
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman and very
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho’ I knew
his Name too, but that would be an Hardthip to
the Family, which is now flousithing again,

But, this is but one; it is fcarce credible what
dreadful Cales happened in particuar Families eve-
ry Day; People in the Rage of the Diltemper, or
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed
intolerable, running out of their own Government,
raving and diftratted, and oftentimes laying vio-
lent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfclves
out at their Windows, thooting themfelves, {&&¢. Mo-
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna-
cy, fome dying of meer Grief, as a Pafiion, fome of
mere Fright and Surprize, without any Infetion at
all ; others frighted into Idiotiim, and foolifh Di-
ftraétions, fome into Defpair and Lunacy ; others in-
to melancholy Madnefs.

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very
violent, and to fome intolerable; the Phyflicians

and
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and Surgeons may be faid to have tortured ma-
ny poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swell-
ings in fome grew hard, and they apply’d viclent
drawing Plaifters, or Poultices, to break them ; and
if thefe did not do, they cut and fearificd them in a
terrible Manner: In fome, thofe Swellings were
made hard, partly by the Force of the Diftemper,
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and
were fo hard, that no Inftrument could cut them,
and then they burnt them with Caufticks, fo that
many died raving mad with the Torment; and
fome in the very Operation. In thefe Diftrefles,
fome for want of Help to hold them down in cheir
Beds, orto look to them, laid Hands upon them-
felves, as above. Some broke out into ti.e Streets,
perhaps naked, and would run direély down to the
River, if they were not fiopt by the Watchmen, or
other Officers, and plunge themftlves into the Wa-
ter, wherever they found it.

It often pierc’d my very Soul to hear the Groans
and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of
the Two, this was counted the moft promifing Par-
ticular in the whole Infection ; for, if thefe Swellings
could be brought to a Head, and to break and run,
or as the Surgeons call it, to digeft, the Patient ge-
nerally recovered ; whereas thofe, who like the Gen-
tlewoman’s Daughter, were ftruck with Death at
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a litde
before they died, and fome «ll the Moment they
dropt down, as in Apoplexics and Epilepfics, is
often the Cafe; fuch would be taken fuddenly very
fick, and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any con-
venient Place that offer’d itfelf, or 1o their own
Houfes, if poflible, as I mentioned before, and there
fit down, grow faint and die. This kind of dying was
much the fame, as it was with thofe who die of com-
mon Mortifications, who die fwooning, and as it
were, go away in 2 Dream 5 fuch as died thus, had

I very
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very litlle Notice of their being infected at all, tll
the Gangreen was fpread through their whole Body 5
nor could Phyficians themfelves know certainly how
1c was with them, till they openced their Breafts, or
other Parts of their Body, and faw the Tokens.

We had ar this Time a great many frightful Sto-
ries told us of Nurfes and Watchmen, who looked
after the dying People, #bat is to fay, hie’d Nurfes,
who attended 1pfected People, uling them barbarouf-
ly, ftarving them, fmothering them, or by other
wicked Means, hafteoing their End, #hat. is o fay,
murthering of them: And Waichmen being fec
to guard Houfes that were thut up, when theic has
been but one Perfon left, and perhaps, that one ly-
ing fick, that they have broke in and murthered
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into
the Dead-cart! and o they have gone fcarce cold to
the Grave,

I cannct fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were
committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for
it, but died before they could be tried ; and I have
heard that three others, at feveral Times, were ex-
cufed for Murthers of that kind ; But 1 muft fay I
believe nothing of its bting fo common a Crime, as
fome have fince been plea.’d to fay, nor did it feem
to be fo raticnal, where the People were brought fo
iow as not to-be able to help themielves, for fuch fel-
dom recovered, and there was no Temptation to
commit a Murther, at leaft, none equal to the Fa&,
where they were fure Perfons would die in fo (hort
a Times and could not live,

That there were a great many Robberies and
wicked Praltices committed even in this dreadful
Time I do not deny ; the Power of Avarice was fo
ttrong 10 fome, that they would run any Hazard to
fleal and to plunder, and paricularly in Houfes
where all the Families, or luhabitants have been
dead, and carried out, they would break in ar all
tHazards, and without regard to the Danger of In-

fection,
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Fection, takeeven the Cloaths off of the dead Bodies,
and the Bed-cloaths from others where they lay dead.

This, I fuppofe, muft be the Cafe of a Family in
Hound(ditch, where a Man and his Daughter, sbe
ref of the Fami{y being, as I fuppafe, carried away be-
Jore by the Dead-cart, were found ftark nik. d, one
in one Chamber, and one in another, lying dead on
the Floor 3 and the Cloaths of the Beds, from whence,
“tis fuppofed they were roll’d off by Thicves, ftoln,
and carried quite away.

Itis indeed to be obferv’d, that the Women were
in all this Calamicy, the moft rafh, fearlefs, and def-
perate Creatures; and as there were valt Numbers
that went about as Nuries, to tend thofe that were
fick, they committed a great many petty Thievries
in the Houfes where they were employed 3 and fome
of them were publickly whipt for it, when perhaps,
they ought rather to have been hanged for Examples;
for Numbers of Houfes were robbed on thefe Occa-
fions, till at length, the Parifh Officers were fent to
recommend Nurfes to the Sick, and always tock an
Account who it was they fenr, {0 as that they might
call them to account, if the Houfe had been abujed
where they were placed, |
. Buc thefe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing-
Cloaths; Linen, and what Rings, or Money they
could come at, when the Perfon died who was under
their Care, but not to a general Plunder of the

+ Houfes ; and I could give you an Account of one of
},{-' hefe Nurﬁs, who feveral Years after, being on her
‘;}ileath-bed, confeft with the utmolt Horror, the Rob-
 beries fhe had committed at the Time of her beirg a
'5Nurfc,: and by which fhe had enriched herfelf to a
great Degree : But as for Murthers, I do not &nd
that there was ever any Proof of the Fads, in the
Manner, as it has been reported, except as above. .
- They did tell me indeed of a Nurfe in ope Place,
that Jaid a wet Cloth upon the' Fage of a dy-
ing Patient, who fhe ‘tended, and fo put an. End
' e g ey X tQ
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before : And anc+
ther that fmother’d a young Woman fhe was looking’
to, when fhe was in a fainting Fit, and would have
come to herfelf: Some that kil’d them by giving
them one Thing, fome another, and fome l%arved
them by giving them nothing at all: But thefe Sto-
ries had two Marks of Sufpicion that always attended
them, which caufed me always to {light them, and to
look on them as meer Stories, that People continually
frichted one another with. (1.) That wherever it ' was
that we heard it, they always placed the Scene at the
farther End of the Town, oppofite, or moft remote
from where you were to hear it : I you heard it in
W bite-Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles’s, or at
Weftminfler, or Holbourn, or that End of the Town 3
if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then
it was done in White-Chapel, or the Minories, or
about Cripplegate Parith: If you heard of itin the
City, why, thenit happened in Southwark 3 and if
you heard of it in Soutbwark, then it was done in the
City, and the like.

In the next Place, of what Part foever you heard
the Story, the Particulars were always the fame, efpe-
cially that of laying a wet double Eiuut on a dying
Man’s Face, and that of {mothering a young Gentle-
woman 3 fo that it was apparenr, at leaft to my
Judgment, that there was more of Tale than of
Truth in thofe Things. |

However, I cannot fay, but it had fome Effe
upon the People, and particularly that, as / faid be-
fore, they grew more caudous who they took into
their Houfes, and who they trufted their Liveswith s
and had them always recommended, if they could s
and where they could not find fuch, for they were
not very plenty, they applied to the Parifh Offi-
CErs. 9

But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon
the Poor, who being infected, had neither Food rior
Phyfick 5 neither Phyfician or Apothecary tw;!ﬁ[’é

A - themmn,
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them, or Nurfe to attend them : Many of thofe died
calling for Help, and even for Sultenance out at their
Windows, in a moft miferable and deplorable Man-
ner 3 but it muft be added, that whenever the Cafes
of fuch Perfons or Families, were reprefented to my
Lord-Mayor, they always were reliev’d.

It is true, in fome Houfes where the People were
not veiy poer; yet, where they had fent perhaps
theirWives and Children away ; and if they had any
Servants, they had been difmift 5 I fay it is trae, that
to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe fhut them-
felves in, and not having Help, dy’d alone.

- A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having
fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in
White Crofs-fireet, or thereabouts, fent hus Appren-
tice, a Youth abour 18 Years of Age, to endeavour
to get the Money : He came to the Door, and find-
ing it fhut, knockr pretty hard, and as he thoughr,
heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not fure,
fo he waited, and after fome Stay knocke again, and
then a third Time, when he heard fome Body com-
ing down Stairs,

At length the Man of the Houfe came to the
Door; he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yel-
low Flannel Waiftcoat; no Stockings, a pair of
Shpt-fhoes, a white Cap on his Head ; and, as the
young Man faid, Death in his Face,

When he open’d the Door, fays he, what do you
difturb me thus for 2 The Boy, tho’ a little furpriz’d,
veply’d, I come from fuch aone, and my Mafter [ent me
for the Money, which be [ays you know of = Very well,
Child, returns the living Ghoft, call as you go Ly at
Cripplegate Church, and bid them ring the Bell ; and
with thele Words, fhut the Door again, and went
up again and died, the fame Day, nay, perhaps
the fame Hour, This, the young Man told me him-
felf, and I have Reafon to believe it, This was while
the Plague was not come to a Height: I think it
Was in Jure; towards the latter End of the Muith,

|5 g _ it
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it mult be before the Dead-carts came about, and
while they ufed the Ceremony of ringing the Bell
for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that
Parifh, at leaft, before the Month of July; for by
the 25th of Fuly, there dicd 550 and upwards, in a
Week, and then they cou’d no more bury in Form,
Rich or Poor.

I have mentioned ahove, that notwithftanding this
dreadful Calamity ; yet the Numbers of Thieves
were abroad upon all Occafions, where they had
found any Prey ; and that thefe were generally Wo-
men. It was one Morning about 11 a Clock, I had
waik’d out to my Brother’s Houfe in Coleman’s-
Sfree: Panifh, as 1 often did, to fee that all was fafe.

My Brother’s Houfe had a little Court be-
fore 17, and a Brick Wall and a Gate in it; and
within that feveral Ware-houfes, where his Goods
of feveral Sorts lay : It happen’d, that in one of thefe
Warc-houfes, were feveral Packs of Womens high-
crown’d Hats, which came our of the Country 3 and
were, as I fuppofe, for Exportation ; whither 1 know
not.

I'was furpriz’d that when I came near my Brother’s
Door, which was in a Place they call'd Swan-Alley,
I met three or four Women with high-crown’d Hats
on their Heads; and as I remembred afterwards,
one, if not more, had fome Hats likewife in their
Hands : but as I did not fee them come out at my
Brother’s Door, and not knowing that my Brother
had any fuch Goods in his Ware-houfe, T did not
offer to fay any thing to them, but went crofs the
Way to fhun meeting them, as was ufual to do at
that Time, for fear of the Plague. But when I came
nearcr to the Gate, [ met another Woman with
more Iats come out of the Gate. W hat Bufinef;,
Mifirefs, faid 1, have you bad there ? There are more
People there, faid fhe, I have had no more Bufi-
nefs there than they. I was hafty to get to the Gate
then, and Lid no more to her ; by which means fhe

got
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got away. But jult as I came to the Gate, I
faw two more coming crofs the Yard to come out
with Hats alfo on their Heads, and under their
Arms; at which I threw the Gate to behind me,
which having a Spring Lock faftened itfclf ; and
turning to the Women, forfooth, faid I, what are
you doing bere? and feiz’d upon the Hats, and took
them from them. One of them, who I confefs,
did not look like a Thief, indeed, fays (he, we are
wrong ; but we were told, they were Goods that
had no Owner ; be pleas’d ta take them ag:in, and
look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as we
She cry’d and look'd pitifully 5 fo I took the Hars
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be
gone, for I pity’d the Women indeed 5 But when I
look’d towards the Ware-houfe, as fhe direted,
there were fix or feven more, all Women, fitting
themfelves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as
if they had been ac a Hauer’s Shop, buying for
their Money.

I was furpriz’d, notat the fight of fo many Thieves
only, but at the Circumftances I was in; being now
to thruft myfelf in among fo many People, who for
fome Weeks, had been fo thye of myfelf, that if T
meet any Body in the Street, I would crofs the Way
from them.

They were equally furpriz’d, tho’ on another Ac-
count: They all told me, they were Neighbours,
that they had heard any one mighe take them, that
they were no Bodics Goods, and the like. 1T talk’e
big to them at frft ; went back to the Gate, and
took out the Key ; fo that they were all my Prifo-
ners 3 threaten’d to lock them all into the Ware-
houle, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor’s Officers
for them,

They begg’d heartily, protefted they found the
Gate open, and the Ware -houfe Door open s and
that it had no doubt been broken open by fame,
who expefted to find Goods of greater Valuey

H 4 . which
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which indeed, was reafonable to believe, becaufe the
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the
Door on the Qut-fide alio loofe 3 and not abundance
of the Hats carry’d away.

At length I confider’d, that this was not a Time
to be crucl and rigorous 5 and befides that, it would
neceflarily oblige me to go much about, to have fe-
veral People come to me, and I go to [everal, whofe
Circumfances of Health I knew nothing of 3 and
that ¢ven, at this Time, the Plague was fo high, as
that there died 4000 a Week ; o that in (howing
my Refentment, or even in fecking Juttice for my
Brother’s Goods, I might lofe my own Life; fo I
contented myfelf, with taking the Names and Places
where fome of them lived, who were really Inhabi-
tants in the Neighbourhood ; and threatning that my
Brother fhould call them to an Account for it, when
he return’d to his Habiration.

Then [ talk’d a little upon another Foot with
them ; and afk’d them how they could do fuchThings
as thefe, in a Time of fuch general Calamity; and
as it were, in the Face of God’s moft dreadful Judg-
menis, when the Plague was at their very Doors ;
and it may be in their very Houfes ; and they did not
know, but that the Dead-cart might ftop at their
Doors in 2 few Hours, to carry them to their Graves,

I could not perceive that my Difcourfe made much
Impreflion upon them all that while 5 rill it happen-
ed, that there.came two Men of the Neighbourhood,
hearing of the Difturbance, and knowing my Bro-
ther, for they had been both Dependants upon his
Family, and they came to my Affiftance : Thefe be-
ing as [ faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of
the Women, and told me who they were, and where
they liv’d ; and it feems, they had given me a true
Account of them{elves befare.

This brings thefe two Men to a farther Remem.
brance: The Name of one was Fobn Hayward, who
was at that Time Under-Sexton of the Parith of St,

Stephen
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Stephen Coleman-fireet 3 by Under-Sexton,was under-

ftood at that Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the

Dead. This Man carried or aflifted to carry all

the Dead to their Graves, which were buried in
that larze Parifh, and who were carried in Form 3
and after that Form of Burying was ftopr, went with
the Dead.Carr and the Bell, to fetch the dead Bodies’
from the Houfes where they lay, and fetch’d many

of them out of the Chambers and Houfes; for the
Parith was, and is ftill remarkable particularly, above

all the Parithes in Londen, for a great Number of Al-
leys and Thorough-fares, very long, 1nto which no

Carts could come, and where they were obliged to
go and ferch the Bodies a very long Way 5 which.
Alleys now remain to wirnefs it 5 fuch as Whiles- Alley,

Crofs-Key-Court, Swan- Aliey, Bell- Alley, White-Horfe-

Alley, and many more: Here they went with 2
kind of Hand -barrow, and laid the Dead Bodies on
it, and carried them out to the Carts; which Work
he perfermed, and never bad the Diftemper at all,
but lived about 20 Year after it, and was Sexten of
the Parifh to the Time of his Death. His Wile at
the fame time was a Nurfe to infeéted People, and
tended many that died in the Parifh, being for her
Honefty recommended by the Parifh Officers, yet
the never was infeted neither.

He never ufed any Prefervative againft the Infecti-
on, other than holding Garlick and Rue in his Mouth,
and fmoaking Tobacco ; this I alfo had from his
own Mouth ; and his Wife’s Remedy was walhing
her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head
Cloaths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always
moift ; and if the Smell of any of thofe fhe waited
on was more than ordinary offenfive, fhe fouffed
Vinegar up her Nofe, and fprinkled Vinegar upon
her Head-Cloaths, and held a Handkerchief wetred
with Vinegar to her Mouth.

It muit be confeft, that tho’ the Plague was chief-
ly among the Poor ; yet, were the Poor the moft

Yen-
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and went about theip
LEmployment with a Sort of brutal Courage ; [ muit
call it fo, for it was founded neither on Religion or
Prudence ; fcarce did they ufe any Caution, but run
into any Bufinefs, which they could get Employment
in, tho’ it was the moft hazardous ; fuch was that of
tending the Sick, watching Houfes fhut up, carrying
infected Perfons to the Peft-Houfe ; and which was
ftill worfe, carring the Dead away to their Graves.

It was under this Fobn Hayward’s Care, and within
his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which
People have made themfelves fo merry,happen’d,and
he aflured me that it was true. It is faid, that it was
a blind Piper ; but as Febn told me, the Fellow was
notblind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual-
ly walked his Rounds about 10 0’ Cleek at Night,
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the
People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where
they knew him, and would give him Diink and Vic-
tuals, and fometimes Farthings 3 and he in Return,
would Pipe and Sing, and talk imply, whichdivert-
ed the People, and thusheliv’d: It wasbuta very
bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as
I have told; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual,
bur was almoft ftarv’d ; and when any Body afkd
how he did, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart had
not taken him yer, but that they had promifed ta
call for him next Week,

It happen’d one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe-
ther fome body had given him too much Drink or
no, Fobn Hayward faid, he had not Drink in his
Houfe ; but that they had given him a little more Vies
tuals than ordinary at a PublicHoufe in Coleman-firecty
and the poor Fellow having not ufually had a Belly-
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid al along
upon the Top of a Balk or Stall, and faft alleep at a
Door, in the Street near London-1¥all,towards Cripple-
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gaté, and that upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo-
ple of fome Houlfe, in the Alley of which the Houfe
was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always
rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really
dead of the Plague juft by him, thioking too, that
this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other
was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours.

Accordingly when Fobn Hayward with his Belland
the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up-
on the Stall, they tock them up with the Inftrument
they ufed, and threw them into the Cart; and all
this while the Piper flept foundly.

From hence they pafled along, and took in o-
ther dead Bodies, ull, as honeft Fobn Hayward told
me, they almolt buried him alive, in the Cart
yet all this While he (lept foundly ; at length rhe
Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be
thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember,
was at Mount-mill 5 and as the Cart ufually ftopt fome
Thime before they were ready to fhoot out the melan-
cholly Load they had in it, as {foon as the Cart ftop’d,
the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to get his
Head out from among the dead Bodi¢s, when raifing
himfelf up in che Cart, he called out, Hey ! where am
1! This frighted the Fellow that attended about the
Work,but after fome Paule fobn Hayward recovering
himfelf faid, Lord blefs us! There’s fome Body in the Cart
not quite dead ! So another call’d to him and faid, %55
gre you £ The Fellow anfwered, I am the poor Piper.
Where am 17 Where are you! {ays Hayward ; why, you
are in the Dead Cart, and we are going tobury you. But
I an’t dead tho’, am I? f{ays the Piper; which made
them laugh a little, tho? as Fobn faid, they were hear-
tily frighted at firll ; fo they help’d the poor Fellow
down, and be went about his Bufinefs. = =

1 know the Siory goes, he fet up his Pipes in the
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo that
they ran away ; but Febn Hayward did not tell the
Story fo, nor fay any thing of his piping at a'l ; but

that
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried
away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of.

Itis to be noted here, that the Dead-Carts in the
City were not confin’d to particular Parithes, but one
Cart went thro’ feveral Parifhes, according as the
Number of Dead prefented ; nor were they tied to
carry the Dead to their refpective Parifhes, but ma-
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried
to the Burying-Ground in the Out-parts, for want
of Room.

I have alteady mentioned the Surprize, that this
Judgment was at fiift among the People, 1 muft
be allowed to give fome of my Obfervations on the
more ferious and religious Part.  Surely never City,
at leaft of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in
a Condition {o perfetly unprepared for fuch a dread-
ful Vifitation, whether I am to fpeak of the Civil
Preparations, or Religiousy they were indeed, as
if they had had no Warning, no Expetation, no
Apprehenfions, and confequently the leaft Provifion
imaginable, was made for it in a publick Way ; for
Example,

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro-
vifion as Magiftrates, for the Regulations which
were to be obferved ; they had gone into no Mea-
fures for Relief of the Poor.

The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Store-
Houfes for Corn, or Meal, for the Subfiltence of the
Poor : which, if they had provided themielves, as
in fuch Cafes "is done abroad, many miferable Fa-
milies, who were now reduced to the utmoft Bi-
ftrefs, would have been relieved, and that in a bet-
ter Manner than now could be done.

The Stock of the City’s Money, 1 can fay butlittle
to; the Chamber of London was faid to be exceeding
rich ; and it may be concluded, that they were fo, by
the vaft Sums of Money ifiued fromr thence, in the re-
building the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lon-
don, and in building new Works, fuch as, for the

firft




the PL A GUE. T

firft Part, the Guild-Hall, Blackwell-Hall, Part of
Leaden-Hall, half the Exchange, the Seffion-Houfe, the
Compter, the Prifons of Ludgate, Newgate, S feve-
wal of the Wharfs, and Stairs, and Landing-places
on the River ; all which were either burnt down or
damaged by the great Fire of London, the next Year
after the Plague ; and of the fecond Sort, the Monu-
ment, Fleet-ditch with its Bridges, and the Hofpital
of Bethlem or Bedlam, &¢. But poffibly the Mana-
gers of the City’s Credit, at that Time, made more
Confcience of breaking in upon the Orphan’s Mo-
ney, tofhew Charity to the diftrefled Citizens, than
the Managers in the following Y cars did, to beautify
the City, and re-edify the Buildings, tho’ in the firft
Cafe, the Lofers would have thought their Fortunes
better beftow’d, and the publick Faith of the City
have been lefs fubjected to Scand al and Reproach,

It muft be acknowledged, that the abfent Citizens,
who, tho’ they were fled for Safety into the Coun-
try, were yet greatly interefted in the Welfare of thofe
whom they left behind, forgot not to contribute li-
berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums
were alfo collected among Trading-Towns in the re-
moteft Parts of England; and as 1 have heard alfo,
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of England,
took the deplorable Condition of the City into their
Confideration, and fent up large Sums of Money in
Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magiftrates, for
the Relief of the Poor; the King alfo, as I was told,
ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be diftribut-
ed in four Parts; one Quarter to the City and Li-
berty of Weftminfler : One Quarter, or Part, among
the Inhabitants of the § outbwark Side of the Water ;
one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts witbin, of the
City, exclufive of the City, within the Walls 3 and,
one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the County of
Middlefex, and the Eaft and North Parts of the Ci-

ty : But this latter I only fpeak of as a Report. p
: er-
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Certain it is, the greateft Part of the Poor, or Fa<
milies, who formerly liv’d by their Labour; or by
Retail-Trade, liv’d now on Charity ;3 and had there
not been prodigious Surns of Money given by chari-
table, well-minded Chriftians, for the Support of
fuch, the City could never have fubfifted. There
were, no queftion, Accounts kept of their Chari-
ty, and of the juft Diftribution of it by the Magi-
ftrates : But as fuch Multitudes of thofe very Officers
died, thro’ whofe Hands it was diftribared 5 and al-
fo thar, as I have been told, moft of the Accounts
of thofe Things wete loft in the great Fire which
happencd in the very next Yedr, and which burnt e-
ven the Chamberlain®s Office, and many of their
Papers ; fo [ could never come at the particular Ac-
count, which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen.

It may, however, be a Direion in cale of the
Approach of a like Vifitation, which God keep the
City from ; Ifay, it may be of ufe to oblerve,
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen,
at that Time, in diftributing Weekly, great Sums
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of
People, who would otherwife have perithed, were
relieved, and their Lives preferved.  And here let
me enter into a brief Srate of the Cafe of the Poor
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them,
from whence may be judged %ereaﬂer, what may be
expected, if the like Diitrefs thould come upon the
City.

.it the Beginning of the Plague, when there wag
now no more Hepe, but that the whole City would
be vilited, when, as [ have faid, all that had Friends
or Eftates in the Country, retired with their Fam-
lies; and when, indeed, one would have thought
the very City itfelf was runniog out of the Gares;
and that there would be no Body left behind ; you
may be fure, from that Hour, all Trade, except fuch
as related to immediate Subfiftence, was, ar j7 were,
at a full Stop.

. This
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This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo much
of the rcal Condition of the People ; that [ think, I
cannot be too particular in it 3 and therefore I defcend
to the feveral Arrangements or Clafles of People,
who fell into immediate Diftrels upon this Occafion ;
For Example, .

1. All Mafter Work-men in Manufattures 5 efpecially
fuch as belong®d to Ornament, and the lefs neceffary
Parts of the Peoples Drefs, Cloaths, and Furniture
for Houfes 5 fuch as Ribband Weavers, and other
Weavers 5 Gold and Silver.lace-makers, and Gold
and Silver-wyer-drawers, Sempfirefles, Milleners,
Shoe-makers, Hat-makers and Golve-makers: Alfo
Upbolfterers, Foyners, Cabinet-makers, Looking-
glafs-makerss and innumerable Trades which depend
upon fuch as thefe 3 I fay toe Mafler Workmen in
fuch, flopt their Work, difinifp their Journcymen,
and Workmen, and all their Dependants.

2. As Merchandizing was at a full flop, for very few
Ships ventur’d to come up the River, and none at all
went out 5 [0 all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuf-
toms, likewife the Watermen, Carmen, Porters, and
all the Poor, whofe Labour depended mpon the Mer-
chants, were at once difmift, and put out of Bufinefs,

3. Al the Tradefmen ufually employ’d in building or re-
pairing of Houfes, were at a full Stop, for the People
were far from waniing to build Houfes, wben fo
many thoufand Houfes were at once fiript of their In-
babitants 5 [o that this one Article tarn’d all the or-
dinary Workmen of that Kind out of Bufinefiy fuch
as Brick-layers, Mafons, Carpenters, Joyners, Plaif-
terers, Painters, Glaziers, Smiths, Plumbers ; and
all the Labourers depending on fuch.

4. As Navigation was at aStsps our Ships neither com-
ing tn, or going oul as before s fo the Seamen were all
out of Employment, and many of them in the laft and
Jloweft Degree of Diftrefs, and with the Seamen, were
all the ﬁwemf Trade fmen, and Werkmen E?é;":rﬂgf?fg {0
and dep:nding upon the building, and fitting out of

SLips 3
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Ships s fuch as Ship-Carpenters, Caulkers, Ropes
makers, Dry-Coopers, Seil-makers, Anchor-fmiths,
and other Smiths 3 Block-makers, Carvers, Gun<
finiths, Sbip-chandlérs, Ship-carvers and the like ;
the Mafters of thofe perbaps might live upon their

Subflance 5 but the Traders were unmiverfally at a

Stop, and confequently all their Workmen difcharged ¢

Add to thefe, that the River was in a manner wilb-

out Boats, and all or moff part of the Watermen,

Lightermen, Boat-builders, and Lighter-builders in

lite manner idle, and laid by,

5. All Families retrench’d their living as much as poffible,
as well thofe that fled, as thofe that flay’d 3 f[o ‘that
an innumerable Multitude of Footmen, Serving- Men,
Soop-keepers, Fourneymen, Merchants- Book- Keepers,
and fuch Sort of People, and efpecially poor Maid-
Servants were turn’d off, and left friendlefs and
belplefs without Employment, and witbout Habita-
tiony and this was really a difmal Article.

I might be more pariicular as to this Part: But
it may fuffice to mention in general 5 all Trades be-
ing (topt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and by
that, the Bread of the Poor were cutoff 3 and at firit
indeed, the Cries of the poor were moft lamentableto
hear ; tho’ by the Diftribution of Charity, their
Mifery that way was greatly abated : Many indeed
fled into the Countries ; but thoulands of them hav-
ing {tay’d in London, till nothing but Defperation
fent them away ; Death overtook them on theRoad,
and they ferv’d for no better than the Meflengers of
Death ; indeed, others carrying the Infetion along
with them, fpreading it very unhappily into the re-
moteft Parts of the Kingdom,

Many of thefe were the miferable Objeéts of Dil
pair which I have mentioned before, and were re-
moved by the Deftrution which followed 3 thele
might be faid to perifh, not by the Infeftion itfclf,
but by the Confequence of it ; indeed, namely, by
Hunger and Diftrefs, and the Want of all Things ;
being without Lodging, withogt Money, without

Friends,
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or with-
eutany one to give it them 3 for many of them were
without what we call legal Settlements, and fo could
not claim of the Parithes, and all the Support they had
was by Application to the Magiltrates for Relicf,
which Relief was (o give the Magiftraces their Due)
carefully and chearfully adminilired, as they found
it neceffary ; and thofe that flag’d behind never felt
the Want and Diltrefs of that Kind, which they
felt who went away in the Manner above noted.

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi-
tudes of People get their daily Bread in this City by
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen
I fay, let any Man confider what muft be the mifir-
able Condition of this Town, if, on a fudden, they
fhould be all turned out of Employment, that La-
bour fhould ceafe, and Wages for Work be no more.

This was the Cafe with us at that Time ; and hid
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity, by
well-difpoled People of every Kind, as weil abread
as at home, been prodigioully grear, it had not been
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs to have
kept the public Peace 3 nor were they without Ap-
prehenfions as it was, that Defpeiation thould pulh
the People uponTumults, and caufe them to rifle the
Houlfes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Pro-
vifions; inwhich Cafe the Country People, who brought
Provifions very freely and boldly toTown,would have
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town
would have funk under an unavoidable Famine,

But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the
Court of Aldremen within the City, and of the Ju-
ftices of Peace in the Out-parts, was fuch, and they
were fupported withMoney from all Parts fo well, that
the poor People were kept quict,and theirWants every
where reliev’d as far as was pofiible to be done,

Two Things, befides this, contributed to prevent

~ the Mob doing any Mifchief : One was, that really
- the Rich themftlves had not laid up Stores of Provi-

I fions
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fions in their Houfes, as indeed they ought to have
done, and which if they had been wife enough to have
done, and lock’d themfelves intirely up, as fome few
did, they had perhaps efcaped the Difcafe better: But
as it appear’d they had not, fo the Mob had no Notion
of finding Stores of Provifions there, if they had
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very near
doing, and which, if they had, they had finith’d the
Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regular
Troops to have withftood them, nor could the
Train’d-Bands have been brought together to defend
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms.

But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuch
Magiftrates as could be had (for fome, even of the
Aldermen were dead, and fome abfent) prevented
this; and they did it by the moft kind and gentle
Methods they could think of, as particularly by re-
lieving the moft defperate with Money, and putting
others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employ-
ment of watching Houfes that were infected and fhut
up ; and as the Number of thele were very great, for
it was faid, there was at one Time, ten Thoufand
Houfes fhut up, and every Houfe had two Watch-
men to guard it, viz. one by Night, and the other
by Day ; this gave Opportunity to employ a very
great Number of poor Men at a Time.

The Women and Servants, that were turned off
from their Places, were likewife employed as Nurfes
to tend the Sick in all Placess and this took off a
very great Number of them.

And, which tho’ a melancholy Article in itfelf,
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the
Plague, which raged in a dreadful Manner from the
Middle of Auguft to the Middle of OéZeder, carried off
in that Time thirty or forty Thoufand of thefe very
People, which, had they been left, would certainly
have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty,
that is to fay, the whole City could not have fupported
the Expence of them, or have provided Food for

them ;
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them ; and they would inTime have been even driven
to the Neceffity of plundering either the City itfelf,
or the Country adjacent, to have fubfifted cthem-
felves, which would, firft or laft, have put the whole
Nation, as well as the City, into the utmoft Terror
and Confufion,

It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the
People made them very humble ; for now, for about
nine Weeks together, there died near aThoufand a-

~day, one Day with another, even by the Account of

the Weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to be af-
fur’d never gave a full Account, by many Thoufands,
the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts working in
the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in fome
Places no Account at all was kept, butthefy work’d
on ; the Clerks and Sextons not attending forWeelks
together, and not knowing what Numnber they car-
ried. This Account is verified by the following Bills
of Morrality.

Of all Difeafes, OFf the Plagues

[dug. 8. to Aug. 15 - - 5319 - - -- 388

0 12 - - 5568 - ... 4237

0 29 -- 7496 - . - - Gioz

Aug. 29 to Sept. 5 - - 8252 - - -. 6988
Frum-é to 12 - - %6g0 -. - - 6544
0 19 - - 8297 -« .+ e 916s

020 -- 6400 --- - 5513

A Sepr. 26 002 13 - - 5720 - -, - 4929

L 0 10 - - 5068 - - - - 4227
5970 49705

So that the Grofs of the People were carried off
in thefe two Months 5 for as the whole Number
which was brought in to die of the Plague, was but
68590, here is fifty Thoufand of them, within a
Trifle, intwoMonths ; I fay 50000, becaufe, as there

- wants :.;_95 in the Number above, {o there wants two

Days of two Months in the Account of Time.
Now, when I fay, that the Parith Officers did not
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended
upon for their Account, let any one but confider how
' I 2 . Men
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Men could be exat in fuch a Time of dréadfal Di-
ftrels, and when many of them were taken fick thems
felves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their
Accounts were to be given in ; I mean the Parifh-

Clerks, befides inferior Officers 3 for tho’ thefe poor

Men ventured atall Hazards, yet they were far trom
being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially
if it be true, that the Parith of Stepuey had, within the
Year,one hundred and fixteen Sextons,Grave-diggers,
and their Affiftants, that is to fay, Bearers, Beil-men,
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies.
Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow
them Letfure to take an exact Tale of the dead Bodies,
which were all huddled together in the Dark into a
Pit 5 which Pit, or Trench, no Man could ,come
nigh but at the utmoft Peril. 1 obferv’d ofien, that
in the Parithes of Adlgate and Cripplegate, White-
chapel, and Stepmey, there were five, [ix, feven, and
eight hundred in aWeek in the Bills ; whereas, if we
may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv’d in the
City all the Time, as well as I, there died fometimes
2000 a- Week in thofe Parithes 3 and I faw it under
the Hand of one, that made as {tri® an Examina-
tion into that Part as he could, that there really died
an Hundred thoufand People of the Plague in it that
one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of the
Plague, was but 68 590.
1t 1 may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what
I faw with my Eyes, I heard from other People that
were Eye-witnefles, I do verily believe the fame, wiz,
that there died, atleaft, 100,000 of the Plague only,
befides other Diftempers, and befides thofe which
died in the Fields and Highways, and fecret
Places, out of the Compals of the Communication,
as it was called, and who were not put down in the
Bills, tho’ they really belonged to the Body of the
Inhabitants.  Ir was known to us all, that abun-
dance of poor defpairing Creatures, who had the
Diftemper upon them, and were grown ftupid, or
melan-
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Plague was fully come into the Eaftern Parithes, The
Parith of Algate,if Imay give myOpinion,bury’d a" ove
aThoufand a Week for two Weeks, tho” the Rills did
not fay fo many’; but it furrounded me at fodifmala
Rate, that there was not a Houfe in twenty uninfctted;
in the Minories, in Hounfditch, and in thole Pars of A/«
gate Parith about the Butcher-row,and the Alleys over-
againft me, I fay in thoftPlaces Death rcign’d in every
Corner. W hitechapel Parith was in the fame Condi-
tion, and the® much lefs than the Parith Iliv’d in, yet
bury’d near 600 a Week by the Bills ; and in my Opi-
nion,near twice as many; whole Families, and mdted
whole Streets of Familics were fwept away together ;
infomuch, that it was frequent for Nei"hHuurs to call
to the Bc Iman, ro go to fuch and fu1:h Houfes, and
fetch out the Pe npfe for that they were all dead.
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo-
dies by Cartﬂ, was now grown fo very odious and
dangerous, that it was complain’d of, that the Bear-
ers did not take Care to clear fuch Houles, where all
the Inhabitants were dead ; but that fometimes the
Bodies lav feveral Days unbury’d, ll the neighbour-
ing Families were offended with the Stench, and con-
fequent'y infected 3 and this Neglect of the Officers
was fuch, that the Church-Wardens and Conftables
were fummon’d to look after it 5 and even the Juftices
of the Hamlets were oblig’d to venture their Lives a-
mongthem, ro quickenandencourage them ; forinnu-
merable of the Bearers dy’d of the Dillemper, infeéted
by the Bodies they were oblig’d to come fo near ; and
had it not been that the Number of poor People who
wanted Employment,and wanted Bread (as I have faid
betore) was fo great, that Neceffity drove them to un
dertake any thing, and venture any thing, they would
never have found People to be employ’d ; and then
theBodies of theDead wou’d have lain above Ground,
and have perithed and rotted in a dreadful Manner,
But the Magiftrates cannot be enough commended
mthis, that they kept fuch good Order for the bury-
I 4 : ing
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ing of the Dead, that as faft as any of thofe they em-
ploy’d to carry off,and bury theDead, fell fick or dy’d,
as was many times the Cale, they immediately fup-
ply’d the Places with others; which by reafonfof the
great Number of Poor that was left out of Bufinefs,
as above, was not hard to do ; this occafion’d, \that
notwith{tanding the infinite Number of People which
dy’d, and were fick, almoft all tegether, yet they
were always clear’d away, and carry’d off every
Night ; {o that it was never to be faid of Londen,
that the Living were not able to bury the Pead.

Asthe Delolation was greater, during thofe terrible
Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreafed 3
and a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do
in thcViolence of their Fright, a$ others did the fame
in the Agonies of their Dillemper, and this Part was
very affecting 5 fome went roaring and crying, and
wringing their Hands along the Sireet ; fome would
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven,
calling upon God for Mercy. Icannot fay, indeed,
whether this was not in their Diftraction ; dut e it fo,
1t was flill an Indication of a more ferious Mind,
when they had the Ufe of their Senfes, and was much
better, even as it was, than the frighttul Yellings and
Cryings that every Day, and efpecially in the Even-
ings, were heard in fome Streets. Ifuppofe theWorld
has heard of the famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiaft ;
He, tho’ not infeéted at all, but in his Head, went
about denourcing of Judgment upon the City in a
frightful Manner ; fometimes quite naked, and with
a Pan of burning Charccal on his Head. What he
fuid, or pretended, indeed, I could not learn.

Iwill not fay whether that Clergyman was diftra&-
ed or not, or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the
poor People who went every Evening thro’ the Streets
of Whitechapel 5 and with his Hands lifted up, repeat-
ed that Parc of the Liturgy of the Church continually,
Spare us gocd Lord, fpare thy Pesple swbom thou baft redeem-
ed with 1hy moft preciousBlsod,| fay, L cannot fpeak pofi-

tively
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tively of thefe Things 3 becaufe thefz were only the
difmal Objeéts which reprefented themfelvestome ask
look’d thro’ my Chamber Windows (for I feldom
opened the Cafements) while T confin’d my felf within
Doors, during that molt violent raging of the Pefti-
lence ; when indeed, as I have faid, many began to
think, and even to fay, that there would none elcape 3
and indeed,Ibegan tothink {o too; and therefore kepe
within Doors, for aboura Fortnight, and never ftire’d
out : But I cou’d not hold it: Befides, there were
fome People, who notwith{tanding the Danger, did
not omit publickly to attend the Worfhip of God, even
in the moft dangerous Times 3 and tho” itis true,
that a great many Clergymen did fhut up their Chur-
ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafety of
their Lives ; yet, alldid not do fo, fome ventur’d to
officiate, and to keep up the Afiemblies of the People
by conitant Prayers ; and fometimes Sermons, or
brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation,
and this as long as any would come to hear them ;
and Diflenters did the like alfo, and even in the very
Churches, where the Parith Minifters were either
dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making
Difference, at fuch a Time as this was,

[t was indeed a lamentable Thing tohear the mifera-
ble Lamentations of poor dyingCreatures, calling out
for Minifters to comfort them and pray withthem, to
Council them, and to dirett them, calling out to God
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeffing aloud their palt
Sins. It would make the ftouteft Heartbleed to hear
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni-
tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen-
tance to the Day of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Cala-
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance ; was no
Time to callupon God. I wifh I could repeat the very
Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Fxclamations that
I heard from fome poor dying Creatutes, when in the
Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs ; and that I could
make him that read this hear, as | imagine I now hear
them, for the Sound feems fill to ring in my Ears,
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If I could but tell this Part in fuch moving Ac-
cents as fhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I
thould rejoice that I recorded thofe Things, however
thort and imperfect,

It pleafed God that T was ftill fpared, and very
hearty and found in Health, but very impatient of be-
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been
for 14 Days, or thereabouts ; and I could not reftrain
my/elf, but I wou'd go to carry a Letter for my Bro-
ther to the Poft-houfe; then it was indeed, that I ob-
ferv’d a profound Silence in the Streets ; when I came
to the Poft-houfe, as I went to put in my Letter, I
faw a Man ftand in one Corner of theYard, and talk-
ing to another at a Window, and a third had o-
pen’d a Door belonging to the Office, In the middle
of theYard lay a fmall Leather Purfe, with twa Keys
hanging at it, with Money in it, but no-body would
meddlewith it. I afk’d how long it had lain there 3
the Man at the Window faid, it had lain almoft an
Hour, but that they had not meddled with ir, becaufe
they did not know but the Perfon whodropt it mighe
come back to look forit. Ihad no fuch Need of Mo-
ney, nor wasthe Sum fo big, that I had any Inclination
to meddle with it, or to get the Money at the Haz-
ard it might be attended with; fo I feem’d to go a-
way, when the Man who had open’d the Door, faid,
he would take it up ; but fo, that if the right Owner
came for it he thould be fure to have it ; fo he went in
and fetch’d a Pail of Water,and fet it down hard by the
Purle, then went again and fetch’d fome Gun-powder,
and caft a good deal of Powder upon the Purfe, and
then made a Train from that which he had thrown
lsofe upon the Purfe 3 the Train reached about two
Yards 5 after this, he goes in a third Time, and
fetches out a Pair of Tongs red hot, and which he
had prepar’d, I fuppofe, on purpofe ; and firlt fet-
ting Fire to the Train of Powder, that fing’d the
Purfe, and aifo {moak’d the Air fufficiently : But he
was not content with that; buj he then takes up

the
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the Purfe with the Tongs, holding it {o long till the
Tongs burnt thro’ the Purfe, and then he thook the
Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried itin,
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil-
lings, and fome fmooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings.

There might perhap:, have been feveral poor Peo-
Ele, as I bave obferv’d above, that would have been

ardy enough to have ventured for the fake of the
Money ; but you may ealily fee by what I have ob-
ferv'd, that the few People, who were fpai’d, were
very careful of themfelves, at that Time when the
Diltrefs was {o exceeding great,

Much about the fame Time I walk’d out into the
Ficlds towards Bow; for I had a great mind to {ee
how things were managed in the River, and amon
the Ships ; and as I had fome Concern in fhipping,%
had a Notion that it had been one of the belt Ways

of fecuring one’s felf from the Infection to have retir’d. -
into a fhip ; and mufing how to fatisfy my Curiofity,’

in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from
Bow to Bromley,and downto Blackwall, to the Stairs,

which are there for landing, or taking Water.
Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or
Sea-wall, as they call it, by himfelf, T walked a while
. alfo about, feeing the Houfes all (hut up ; at laft I fell
into fome Talk, ata Diltance, wich this poor Man 3
firft I alked him, how People did thereabouts 2 Alas,
Sir | fays he, almoft defolate 5 all dead or fick : Here are
veryfew Families inthis Part,orin that Village, pointing
at Poplar, where balf of them are not dead already,and the
reft fick. Then he pointing to one Houle, There they are
all dead (aid he,and the Houfe ftands open 3 no Body dares
gointoit. Apoor Thief, fays he,venturedinto fieal fome-
thing, but be paiddear for bis Theft for bewas carried o
the Church Yardtoo, laft Night. Thenhe pointedtofe~
veral other Houfes. There,{ays he, they areall dead the
Manand bisWife, andfive Children. There, {ays he,tbey
are fbut up,you feea Watchman at the Door 5 and loof o-
ther Houfes, #7hy, fays I, What do you bere all alone ?
Wby,
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Why, fays he, Iam a poor defolate Man ; it bas pleafed
God I.am not yet ifited, the’ sy Family is, and one of my
Children dead. How do you mean then, {aid 1, that you
are not vifited ? Wiy, fays he, that’s my Houfe, point-
ing to a very little low boarded Houfe, ‘and there
my poor Wifeandtwo Children live, faid he, if they may
be Jaid to live, for my Wife and one of the Children are
viftted, but I do not come at them. And with that
Word I faw the Tears run very plentifully down his
Face ; and fo they did down mine too, 1 affure you,

But, faidl, Wby do you not come at them 2 How can you
abandon your own Flefh and Blood? Ob, Sir fays he, the
Lord foriid 5 1do not abandon them 5 I work [forthem as
much as Iam able  and bleffed be the Lord, 1 keep them

Jrom Want s and with that [ obferv’d, he lifted up his
Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefently
told me, I had happened on a Man that was no Hy-

rite, but a ferious, religious good Man, and his
Ej):cu!ar.inn was an Exprefiion of Thankfulnefs, thac
1n fuch a Condition as he was in, he thould be able to
fay his Family did not want. #%ell, fays 1, bonef? Man,
2bat is a great Mercy as things go now with the Poor »
But bow do you live then, and bow are you kept from the
dreadful Calamity ihat is now upon us all 2 Why, Sir,
fays he, I am a Waterman, and there’s my Boat, {ays he,
and the Boat ferves me for a Houfe 5 I work in it tn the
Day, and Iflcep in it in the Night ; and what I get, I lay
down upon that Stane, fays he, thewing meabroad Stone
on the other Side of the Street, a good way from his
Houle, and then, {ays he, I balleo, and call 1o them till
1 make them bear 5 and they come and fetch it.

Well Friend, {ays 1, butbow canyouget any Money as a
Waterman? does any Body go by Water the fe Times ? Yes
Sir, fays he, in the Way Lamemploy'd there does, Do you
Jee there, fays he, five fhipslie at Anchor, pointing down
the River, a good way below theTown ; and do you
Jee, 1ays he, esght or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there,
and at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. Al
thofe Ships bave Families on board, of their Merchants

and



ibke P LA G U E, 124

and Owners, and fuch like, who bave lock’d themfelves

#p, and live on board, clofe fbut in, for fear of the Infec-

tion 3 and I tend on them to feteh Things for them, carry.
Letters, and do what is abfolutely neceflary,that they may .
not be obliged to come on Shore and every Night I faften

wmyBoat on board one of the Ship’sBoats, and there 1 fleep

by myfelf, and bleffed be God, I am preferv’d bitherto,

Well, faid 1, Friend, but will they let you come on
board, after you bave been on Shore bere, wben this is
fuch a terrible Place, and [o infefled as it is ?
 Why, as to that, faid he, I very feldom go up the Ship
Side, but deliver what I bring to their Boat, or lic by
the Side, and they boift it on board ; if I did, I think
they are in no Danger from me, for 1 never go into any
Houfe on Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my
own Family 5 but I fetch Provifiens for them.

Nay, fays 1, but that may be worfe, for you muft
bave thofe Provifions of [ome Body or other 5 and fince
all this Part of the Town is (o infefled, it is dangerous
fo much as to [peak with any Body ;s for the Village,
faid 1, is as it were, the Beginning of London, tho’ it
be at fome Diftance from it.

That is true, added he, but you do not underfland me
right 3 I do not buy Provifions for them bere 5 I row up
to Greenwich and buy frefb Meat there, and fometimes I
row down the River toWoolwich and buy there 5 then I
goto fingle Farm-boufes on theKentith Side, where Iam
kinown,and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring to
the Ships, as they direét me, fometimes one, fometimes the
other = I feldom come on Shore bere 5 and I caine now only
10 call tomy Wife, and bear bow my little Family do, and
give them a little Money, which I receiv’d laft Night.

Poor Man! faid 1, and how much baft thou gotten
for them?

1 bave gotten four Shillings, faid he, which is a great
* Sum, as things go now with poor Men 5 but they bave
given me a Bag of Bread too, and a Salt Fifb and fome
Flefb 5 fo all belps out. -

s 5 Well,
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Well, faid 1, and bave you given it them yet ?

No, {aid he, but I bave call’d, and my Hife bas an=
Jwered, that fbe cannot come out yet, but in balf an Hour
Jhe bopes to come, and | am waiting for ber : Poor Was
man ! {ays he, [be is brought fadly down Jke bas a
Swelling, and it is broke, and 1 bope fhe will recover
-but 1 fear the Child will diey dut it is the Lord | ——
Here he ftopt, and wept very much.

Well, boneft Friend, faid 1, thou baft a fure Come
[forter, if thou baft brought thy feif to be refign’d to the
Will of God, be is dealing with us all in Judgwnent,

Ob, Sir, fays he, it is infinite Mercy, if any of us
are [par’d; and w!w am I to repine |

Say i theu fo, 1aid 1, and bow much lefs is my Faith
than thine? And here my Heart finote me, {uggelting
how much better this poor Man’s Foundation was,
on which he ftaid in the Danger, than mine ; that he
had no where to fly 5 that he had a Family to bind
him to Actendance, which I had not ; and mine was
meer Prefumption, his a true Dependence, and a

Courage refting on God 5 and yee, that he ufed all

poflible Caution for his Safety,

I turn’d a lile Way from the Man, while thefe
Thoughts engaged me, for, indeed, I could no more
refrain from Tears than he,

Atlength, after fome fartherTalk, the poorWoman
open’d the Door, and call’d, Robert, Robert 5 he an-
fwered, and bid her ftaya few Moments, and he wou’d

come; {o he ran down the common Stairs to his

Boat and fetch’d up a Sack in which was the Provi.
fions he had brought from the Ships 5 and when he re-
turn’d he halloo’d again 3 then he went to the great
Stone which he thewed me, and empty’d the Sack,and
Jaid all out, every Thing by themfclves, and then re-
tired 5 and his Wife came with a little Boy to fetch
them away ; and he call’d, and faid, fuch 1 Cap-
tain had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captain fuch
a Thing ; and at the End adds, God bas fent it all,

give

i
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give Thanks to bim. When the poor Woman had
taken up all, fhe was {o weak fhe could not carry it at
once in, tha’ the Weight was not much neither 3 fo the
left the Bilcuit, which was in a lictle Bag, and left a
little Boy to watch it till the came again.

Well, but, fays I to him, did you leave ber the four
Shillings too, which you faid was your Week’s Pay ?

YES, YES, {ays he, you fball bear ber own it. So he
calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it feems was her
Name, did you take up the Money ? YES, faid fhe.
How much was it, {aid he 2 four Shillings and a Groat,
faid the, W ell, well, fays he, the Lord keep you all 5
and fo he turned to go away.

As1 could not refrain contributing Tears to this
' Man’s Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charity
for his Afliftance ; fo I call’d him, Hark thee, Friend,
{aid 1, come hither 5 for I believe thou art inHealth, thae
1 may venture thee 3 fo I pull’dout myHand,which was
in my Pocket before, Here, fays 1, go and call thy Ra-
chel once more,and give ber a litile more Comfort from me.,
God will never forfake a Family that truf} in bim as thou
doft 3 fo I gave him four other Shillings, and bid him
go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife,

I have notWords to exprefs the poor Man’s T hank-
fulnefs, neither could he exprefs it himfelf ; but by
Tears running down his Face 5 he call’d his Wife,
and told her God had mov’d the Heart of a Stranger
upon hearing their Condition, to give them all that
Money ; and a great deal more fuch as that, he faid
to her, The Woman tco, made Signs of the like
Thankfulnefs, as well to Heaven, as to me, and joy-
fully pick’d it up; and I parted with no Money all
that Year that I thought better beftow’d.

I then ask’d the poor Man if the Diftemper had not
reach’d to Greenwick ;, he faid it had not till about a
Fortnight before ; but that then he feared it had ; but
that it was only at that End of the Town, which lay
South towards Deptferd Bridge ; that he went only
to a Butcher’s Shop and a Grocer’s, where he gene-

rally
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rally bought fuch Things as they fent him for ; but
was very careful.

I afk’d him then, how it came to pafs, that thofe
People who had fo fhut themiclves up in the Ships
had not Jaid in fufficient Stores of all Things necel-
fary ? he fiid fome of them had, but on the other
hand, fome did not come on board till they were
frighted into it, and till it was toodangerous for them
togo to the proper People to lay in Quantities of
Things, and that he waited on two Ships which he
fhewed me, that had laid in lit:le or nothing but Bif-
cuit Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought

every Thing elfe almoft for them. 1 afk’d him, if

there was any more Ships that had feparated them-

{elves as thofe had done ? he told me yes, all theWay

up from the Point, right againft Greenwich, to with-
in the Shore of Limeboufe and Redriff, all the Ships
that could have room rid two and two in the Middle
of the Stream, and that fome of them had feveral
Families on beard. 1 afk’d him, if the Diftemper
bad not reached them? he faid he believ’d it had
not, except two or three Ships, whofe People had not
been fo watchful to keep the Seamen from going on
Shore, as others had been 5 and he faid it was a very
fine Sight to fce how the Ships lay up the Pool.
When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as
foon as the Tide began to come in, I afk’d if he
would let me go with him, and bring me back ? for
that I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were
ranged, as he had told me : He told me, if 1 would
aflure him on the Word of a Chriftian, and of an
honeft Man, that I had not the Diftemper, he would.
I afiur’d him that I had nor, that it had pleafed God
to preferve me, that Iliv’d in Whitechapel, but was
too impatient of being fo long within Doors, and
that 1 had ventured out fo far for the Refrefhment
of a little Air ; but that none in my Houfe had fo
much as been touch’d with it.
Well
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Well, Sir, fays he, as your Charity has been mov’d
to pity me and my poer Family ; fure you camot
have fo little pity ‘lefe, as to put yourfelf into my
Boatif you were not found in Health, which would
be nothing lefs than killing me, and ruining my whole
Family. The poor Man troubled me fo much, when
he {poke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concern,
and in fuch an affe€tionate Mannery that I cou’d pot

fatisfy mylelf at firlt to go atall. I told him, I

would lay afide my Curiofity, rather than make him
unealy ; tho’ I was fure, and very thankful for it,
that I had no more Diftemper upon me, than the
fretheft Man in the World : #7%el/, he would not have
me piit-it off neither, bur to let me fee how confi-
dent he was, that I was jult to him, now impor-
tuned me to go; fo when the Tide came up to his

Boar, I went in, and he carry’d-me to Greenwich :
‘While he bought the Things which he had in his
- Charge to buy, I walk’d up to the Top of the Hill,
.under which the Town ftands, and on the Ealt-fide
~of the Town, to get a Profpect of the River : But
-1t was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Ships
‘which lay in Rows, two and two, and fome Places,

two or thrée fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River,
and this not only up quite to the Town, between the
Houfes which we call Rarcliff and Redriff, which they
name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as

- far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the
- Hills gives us Leave to fee it.

I cannot guels at the Number of Ships, but I think

- there muft be feveral Hundreds of Sail ; and I could

not but applaud the Contrivance; for Ten thoufand
People, and more, who attended Ship Afairs, were

- certainly fheltered here from the Violence of the Con-
. -tagion, and liv'd very fate and very ealy.

1 returned to my own Dwelling, very well fatisfied

 with my Days Journey, and particularly with the

poor Man ; alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little San-

Guaries were provided for fo many Families, in aTxmf.;
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offuch Defolation, I obferv’d alfo, that as the Vio-
Jence of ‘the Plague had encreafed, fo the Ships which
had Families on Board, remov’d and went farther
off, tll, as I was told, fome went guite away to Sea,
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the
North Coaft, as they could belt come at.

But it was alfo true, that all the People, who thus
‘left the Land, and liv’d on Board the Ships, were not
ientirely fafe from the Infection, for many died, and
‘were thrown over-board intothe River, fome in Cof-
fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whofe

Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down,
“with the Tide in the River.

‘But I believe, I may venture to fay, that in thofe
Ships which were thus infected, it cither happened
~where the People had recourfe to them too late, and
‘did not fly to the Ship till they had ftayed too long

*ion Shore, and had the Diftemper upon them, tho’

&

perhaps, they might mot perceive it, and fo the |

iftemper did netcome to them, on Board the Ships,

‘but they really carried it with them; OR it was |

in thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they
had not had Time to furnifh themfelves with Provi-
fions, but were ‘obliged to fend often on Shore to
buy what they had Occafion for, or fuffered Boats
to come to them from the Shore : and fo the Diftem-
per was brought infenfibly among them.

And here I cannot but take notice that the firange |
Temper of the People of London at that Timecon-

‘tributed extremely to their own Deftruétion. The
Plague began, as [ have obferved, at the other Ead
of the Town, namely, in Long- Acre, Drury-Lane, &'c.
and came on 'towards the City very gradually and
flowly. It wasfel at firlk in December, then‘againin

i il s ki

February, ther again in Aprily and always buta very

litele at a Time 5 then it ftopt till May, and even the
~aflt Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that

‘End of the Town ; and all this while, even fo long,

“as till there died above 3000 a-Week ; yet had the
People
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People in Redriff, and in W apping, and Ratcliff on
both Sides the River, and almoft all Soutbwark-fide,
a mighty Fancy, that they fhould not be vifited, or
atleaft, that it would not be fo violent among them,
Some People fancied, the fmell of the Pitch and Tar,
and fuch other Things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim-
ftone, which is fo much ufed by all Trades rclating
to Shippirg, would preferve them.  Others argued
1t, becaufe it was in its extreameft Violence in Wefl -
minfter, and the Parith of St. Giles’s and St, An-
drew’s, &3¢, and began to abate again, before it came
among them, which was true indeed, in Pare: For
Example, '

From the 8th to the 15th of Auguff.  Toral this

Week.
| St. Giles’s in } - Steprey 197
the Fields §*%2 st Mag. Bermondfey 245 4030
\Cripplegate. 886 Rotberbith —— 3

From the 1 5th to the 22d of Auguff.  Totalthis

Week.
St. Giles’s in } Stepney 273
the Fields $'75 St.Mag. Bermondfiy 315.% 5319
Cripplegate 847 Rotherbith 2

N, B. That it was obferv’d the Numbers mention’d
in Stepney Parith, at thar Time, were generally all on
that Side where Srepney Parifh joined to Skeredizch,
which we now call Spiitle fields, where the Parifh of
Stepney comes up to the very Wall of Sherediteh
Church-yard ; and the Plague at thisTime was abat-
ed at St. Giless in the Fields, and raged moft viclently
in Cripplegate, Bifbop[gate and Shoreditch Parithes, but
there was not 10 People a-Week that died of it in all
that Part of Szepney Parith, which takes in Lime-boufe,
Ratcliff-bigh-way, and which are now the Parithes of
Shadwell and Wapping, even to St. Katharines by the
Tower, till after the whole Month of Juguft was ex-
]raircd; but they paid for it afterwards, as 1 fhall ob-
erve by and by, |

“This, I fay, made the People of Redriff and Wap-
 ping,Ratcliff and Lime-bouf? [o fecure,and flatterthem-
' K2 ftlves
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felves fo much with the Plague’s going off, without =

reaching them, that they took no Care, either to fly
into the Country, or fhut themfelves up 5 nay, fofar
were they from flirring, that they rather received
their Friends and Relations from the City into their
Houl:s 3 and feveral from other Places really took °
Sanétuary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of
Safety, and asa Place which they thought God wou’d
pafs over and not vifit as the reft was vifited.
And this was the Reafon, that when it came upon
them they were more furprized, more unprovided,
and more at a Lofs what to do, than they were in
other Places, for when it came among them really, -
and with Violence, as it did indeed in Seprember and
Ofober,. there was then no flirring out ‘into the
Country, no Body would fuffer a Stranger to come
near them, no,nor near the Towns where they dwel-
led 5 and, as I have been told, feveral that wander-
ed into the Country, on Swrry Side, were found
ftarv’d to Death in the Woods and Commeons, that
Country being more open and more woody, than
any other Part {o near London 5 efpecially about Nor-
awood, and the Parithes of Camberwell, Dullege, and |
Lufum, where, it feems, no Body durft relieve the
poor diftrefied People for fear of the Infection.
This Notion having, as I faid, prevailed with the
People in that Part of the Town, was in part the Oc-
cafion, as I faid before, that they had Recourfeto Ships
for their Retreat ; and where they did this early, and
with Prudence, furnifhing themfelves fo with Provi-
fions, that they had no Need to go on Shore for Sup-
plies, or fuffer Boats to come on board to bring them 5
I fay, where they did fo, they had certainly the fafelt
Retreat of any Pecple whatfoever : But the Di-
ftrefs was fuch, that People ran on board in their
Fright, without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships
that had no Men on board to remove them farther
~off, or to take the Boat and. go down the River to
buy:. Provifions where it might be done fafely ; and
- gl ‘ thefe

o
-
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thefe often fuffered, and were infected on board as
“much ason fhore.

As the richer Sort got into Ships, fothe lower Rank
oot into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters and Fifhing-boats 5
and many, elpecially Watermen, lay in their Boatss
but thofe made fad Work of it, efpecially the latter,
for going about for Provifion, and perhaps to get
their Subfiftence, the Infection got in among them,
and made a fearful Havock 3 many of the Watermen
died alone in their Wherries, as they rid at their
Roads, as well above-Bridge as below, and were not
found fometimes till they were not in Condition for
any Body to touch or come near them. '

Indeed the Diftrefs of the People at this Sea-faring
End of the Town was very deplorable, and deferved
the greateit Commiferation : But, alas! thiswas a
Time when every one’s private Safety lay fo near
them, that they had no Room to pity the Diftrefles
of others ; for every one had Death, as it were, at
his Door, and many even in their Families, and
knew not what to do, or whither to fly. |

This, I fay, took away all Compallion ; {elf Pre-
fervation indeed appeared here to be the firft Law,
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as
they languifhed in the urmoft Diltrefs : And in fome
Places, tho’ not fo frequent as the other, Parents did
the like to their Children ; nay, fome dreadful Ex-
amples there were,and particularly two in oneWeek,
of diftrefled Mothers, raveing and diftracted, killing
their own Children ; one whereof was not far off from
where 1 dwelt; the poor lunatick Creature not liv-
ing herfelf long enough to be fenfible of the Sin of
what fhe had done, much lefs to be punifhed for it.

Itis not indeed tobe wondered at; for the Danger of
:mmediate Death to ourfelves, took away all Bowels
of Love, all Concern for one another : 1 fpeak in ge-
neral, for there were many Inftances of immoveable
Affeétion, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that
came to my Knowledge 5 that isto fay, by hear-fay :
For I fhall not take upon me to vouch the Truth of
the Particulars, To
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To introduce one, let me firt mention, that one
of the moft deplorable Cafes, in all the prefent Cala-
mity, way, that of Women with Child ; who, when
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their
Pains came upon them, cou’d neither have help of one
Kind or another ; neither Midwife or Neighbouring
Wormien to come near thern ; mofbof the Midwives
weredead ; efpecially, of fuch as ferv’d the Poor ;
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note,were fled
into the Country : So that it was next to impoflible
for a poor Woman that cou’d not pay an immoderate
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if the
did, thofe they cou’d get were generally unfkiltul
and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of this
was, that a moft unufual and incredible Number of
Women were reduc’d to the utmoft Diftrefs. Some
were deliver’d and fpoil’d by the Raflhnefs and Igno-
rance of thofe who pretended to lay them, Children
without Number, were, I might fay, murdered by
the fame, buta more juftifiable Ignorance, pretending
they would fave the Mother, whatever became of
the Child ; and many Times, both Mother and Child
were loft in the fame Manner ; and efpecially, where
the Mother had the Diftemper, there no Body would
come near them, and both fometimes perith’d: Some.
times the Mother has disd of the Plague ; and the
Infant, it may be half born, or born but not parted
from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of
their Travel, and not deliver’d at all 3 and fo many
were the Cales of this Kind, that it is hard to judge
of them.

Something of it will appear in the unufual Num-
bers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho’ I am

far from allowing them to be able to give any Thing
ol a full Account) under the Articles of
Child-Bad.

Abortive and Stilborn.
Corifoms and Tnfants.
Take
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was moft
violent, and compare them with the Weeks beforethe
Diltemper began, evenin the fame Year: For Example:

Child bed. Abort. Stil-born.

[Fan.3t0 Jan.10 — 7 — 1 — 13

to 17 —8 — 6 — Ir

I 50| 3. ===, Q. ade & o) 14

| L S T AT T 9
From< Fan. 31to Feb. 7 — 3 — 3 — 8
014 —6 — 2 ~— II

1 0 21 = §5 =— 2 = I3

to 28 — 2 — 2 — 10
{Fa&.?tnMaﬁb? — 5 — I — 10

48 — 24 =— 100

Aug. 1 to Aug. 8 — 25 — 5 — 11

to 15 —23— 6 — 8

to 22 — 28 - 4 ~— 4

i to2g — 40— 6 — 10
From< Aug. 1.t08ept. 5 = 38 w= 2 = I
RO R e g s g e O

W1g — 42 — s &

0 26 w= 42 = 6 = O

LAug.1t0Ofdob. 3 — 14 — 4 — g

b

291 — 61 — 80

To the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be con-
fider"d and al]uw’d for, that according to our ufual
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were
not one third of the People in the Town, during the
Months of Auguft and Sepiemberyas were in the Months
of Fanuary and February: In a Word, the ufual Num-
ber that ufed to die of thefe three Articles ; and as
I hear, did die of them th-: Year before, was thus -

Y46 {G&:ia’ -bed. 1665 Child-bed. 625
42 dbortive and Stil-born. 4;3 Abaorts & Stil-barnb17

6+? 1242
K 4 This
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This inequality, 1 fay, is exceedingly augmented,
when the Numbers of People are confidered : 1 pre-
tend not to make any exaét Caleulation of the Num-
bers of People, which were at this Time in the City ;
but I fhall make a probable Conjecture at that Part
by and by : What I have faid now, is to explain the
milery of thoft poor Creatures above; fo that it might
well be faid, as in the Scripture, Wol be to ‘bdﬁ who
are with Cézfa' and to thofe which give fuck in that
Day. For, mdeed it wasa Wo to them in parncular

I was not cnwerfant in many particular Families
where thefe things happen’d ; butr the Out-cries of
the miferable, were heard afar off. As to thofe who
were with Child, we have feen fome Calculation
made, 291 Women dead in Child-bed in nineWeeks;
out of one third Part of the Number, of whom there
ufually dy’d in that Time, but 84 of the fame Dif-
after, . Let the Reader calculate the Proportion.

There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery of thofe

that gave Suck was in Proportion as great. Our Bills
of Mortality cou’d give but little Light in this 5 yet,
fome it did; there were feveral more than ufual ftarv’d
at Nurfe ; but.this was nothing: The Mifery was,
where r.hr:y were (1/f) ftarved for want of a Nurle,
the Mother dying, and.all the Family and the In-
fants found .dead by. them, meerly for want ; and, if
1 may fpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many
hundreds of poor helplefs Infants perifh’d in this man-
ner. (2dly) Not ftarv’d (but poifon’d) by the Nurfe :
Nay even where the Mother has been Nurfe, and
having receiv’d the Infeétion, has poifon’d, that IS,
infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they
knew they were infeéted themfelves ; nay, and the In-
fant has dy’d in fuch a Cale before the Mother, I can-
not but remember to leave this Admenition upon Re-
‘cord, if ever fuch another dreadful Vification fhould
happen inthisCity; thatallWomen that are withChild
_or that give Suck thould bc gune,:f they have any pof-
fible
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fibleMeans, out of the Place; becaufe their Mifery,
if infected, will fo much exceed all other Peoples,

I could tell here difmal Stories of living Infants be-
ing found fucking the Brealls of their Mothers, or
Nurfes, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of
a Mother, in the Parith where I lived, who havinga
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to
view the Child ; and when he came, as the Relation
goes, was giving the Child fuck at her Breaft, and
to all Appearance, was herfelf very well : But when
the Apothecary came clofe to her, he faw the To-
kens upon that Breaft, with which fhe was fuckling
the Child, He was furpriz’d enough to be fure 3
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much,
he defired fhe would give the Child into his Hand 3
fo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the
Tokens upon the Child too, and both died before he
could g¢t Home, tofend a preventative Medicine to
the Father of the Child, to whom he had teld their
Condition 3 whether the Child infeted the Nurfe-
Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certain,
but the lalt moft likely.

Iikewife of a Child brought home to the Parents
from a Nurfe thar had died of the Plague 5 yer, the
tender Mother would not refufe to take in her Child,
and laid it in her Bofom, by which fhe was infeéted,
and died with the Child in her Arms dead alfo.

would make the harde(t Heart move at the In-
{tances that were frequently found of tender Mothers,
tending and watching with their dear Children, and
even dying before them, and fometimes taking the
Diftemper from them, and dying, when the Child,
for whom the affeionate Heart had been facrificed,

“has got over it and efcap’d.
- The like of a Tradefman in Eaf-Smithfield, whole
Wife was big with Child of her firft Child, and fell
in Labour, having the Plague upon her : He could
neither get Midwife to affilt her, or Nurf to tend
. her 3
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her ; and two Servants which he kept fled both from
her.  He ran from Houfe to Houfe like one diftraét-
cd, but could get no help 3 the utmoft he could gee
was, that a Watchman, who attended at an infe&ted
Houle thut up, promis’d tofend a Nurfe in the Morn-
ing : The poor Man with his Heart broke, went
back, affitted his Wife what he could, acted the part
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the
World ; and his Wife 10 about an Hour died in his
Arms, where he held her dead Body faft dll the
Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the
Nurfe as he had promifed 3 and coming up the Stairs,
for he had left the Door open, or only latched,
they found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in
his Arms ; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he
died in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the
InfeGtion upon him, but meerly funk under the
Weight of his Grief, :

I have heard alfo of fome, who on the Death of
their Relations, have grown ftupid with the infup-
portable Sorrow, and of one in particular, who was
foabflolutely overcome with the Preflure upon his Spi-
rits; that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body,
fo between his Shounlders, that theCrown of his Head
was very little feen above the Bone of his Shoulders ;
and by Degrees, lofing both Veice and Senfe, his
Face looking forward, lay againft his Collar-Bone,
and could not be kept up any otherwife, unlefs held
up by the Hands of other People ; and the poorMan
never came to himfelf agai, but languifhed near a
Year in that Condition, and died : Nor was he ever
once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any
particular Objeét.

I cannot underrake to give any other than a Sum-
mary of fuch Paffages as thefe, becaufe it was not pof-
fible to come at the Particulars, where fometimes
the whole Families, where fuch Things happened,.
were carried off by the Diftemper : But there were
innumerable Cafes of this Kind, which pmfontndd]m

e
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theEye, and the Ear, evenin pafling along the S reets,
as 1 have hinted above 5 nor is it caly to give any
Story of this, or that Family, which there was not
divers parallel Stories to be met with of the fame kind.

But as I am now rtalking of the Time, when che
Plague rag’d at the Eafter-moft Part of the Town
how for along Time the People of thofe Parts had
flattered themfclves that they fhould efcape ; and
how they were furprized, when it came upon them
as it did ; forindeed, it came upon them like an
arnied Man,when it did come : I fay, this brings me
back to the three poor Men; who wandered from
Wapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do,
and who I mentioned before; one a Bifcuir-Baker,
one a Sail-maker, and the other a Joiner; all of
Wapping, or thereabouts,

The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part, asI have
obferved, was {uch, that they not only did not thift
for themfelves, as others did ; but they boafted of be-
ing fafe, and of Safety being with them ; and many
People fled out of the City, and ourt of the infected
Suburbs, to Wapping, Ratcliff, Lime-boufe, Poplar, and
fuch Places, as to Places of Security; and it is not
at all unlikely, that their doing this, help’d to bring
the Plague that Way fafter, than it might etherwife
have come.  For tho’ I am much for Peoples flying
away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon
the firft Appearance of a like Vifitation, and that
all People, who have any poflible Retreat, fhould
make ufe of it in Time, and begone ; yet [ muft fay,
when all that will fly are gone, thofe thac are left and
muit ftand it, fhould fland ftock flill where they are,
and not fhift from one End of the Town, or one Part
of the Town to the other 5 for that is the Bane and
Mifchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague
from Houfe to Houfe in their very Cloaths,

Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs
and Carts: But becaufe as they were domeftick Arii-

mal ,
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mals, and are apt to run from Houfe to Houfe, and
from Strect to Street; fo they are capable of carry-
ing the Effluvia or inteftious Steams of Bodies in-
fected,even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore it
was thar, in the beginning of the Infeétion, an Order
was publi(hed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi-
ftrates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians,
that all the Dogs and Cats fhould be immediately kil-
led, and an Ofhcer was appointed for the Execution,

It is incredible, iftheir Account is to be depended
vpon, what a prodigious Number of thofe Creatures
were deftroy’d : I think they talk’d of forty thoufand
Dogs, and five times as many Cats, few Houfes be-
ing without a Cat, fome having feveral, fometimes
five or fix in a Ha}ufc All poffible Endeavours
were us’d alfo to deftroy the Mice and Rats, efpe-
cially the latter, by layi ing Rats-Bane, and other
Poifons for them, and a prodigious Multitude of
them were alfo deftroy’d.

1 often refle¢ted upon the vnprovided Condition,
that the whole Body of the People were in at the
firft coming of this Calamity upon them, and how
it was for want of timely entring into Mcafurcs and
Managements, as well publick as private, that all
the Confufions that followed were brought upon us 5
and that fuch a prodigious Number of People funk
in that Difafter, which if proper Steps had been
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been
avoided, and which, if Pofterity think fit, they may
take a Caution and Warning fmm But I fhall
come to this Part again.

I come back to my three Men 5 their Story has a
Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Conduét,
and that of fome who they join’d with, is a Pattern
for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever
fuch a Time comes again; and if there was no other
End in recording it, I think this a very juft one, whe-
ther my Account be exa&ly according to Faét or no.
. Two of them are faid to be Brothers, the one an
old Soldier, but now a Bifcuit Baker; the otl;er a

ame

ot i R S e
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker ; the Third a
Joiner. Says Jobn the Bilcuit Baker, one Day to
Thomas his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother Tom,
what will become of us? The Plague grows bot in the
City, and encreafes tbis way : What fbail we do?

Truly, fays Thomas, Iam at a grear Lofs what to
do, for 1 find, if it comes down into Wapping, I fball
be turn’d out of my Lodging : And thus they began to
talk of it before-hand.

John. Turn’d out of your Lodging, Tom ! if you are,
I dow’ t know whowill take you ins for People are fo afraid
of one another now, there’ s no getting 6 Lodging anywhere.

Tho. Why ? The People where 1 lodge are gaod civil
People, and bave Kindnefs enough for me too 5 but they
fay I go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be
dangerous 5 and they talk of locking themfelves up, and
letting mo Body come near them.

John. Wiy, they are in the right 1o be [ure, if they
refolve to vemure flaying in Town.

Tho. Nay, I might e'en refolve to fay within Doors
too, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Mafter bas in
Hand, and which I am jufk finifhing, 1 am like to|get
no more Work a great while y there's no Trade flirs
nowy Workmen and Servants are turmed off every
where, fo that Imight be glad to be lock’d up’ too : But
1 do not fee they will be willing to confent to that, any
smore than to the other.

John. Why,what will you do then, Brother? and what
fhall I do? for I am am almoft as bad you 5 the People
where 1 lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid,
and fbe is 1o go next Week, and to jout the Houfe quite
up, fo that 1 fball be turn’d a drift to the wide World
before you, and I am refolved to go away tao, if 1 kuew
but where to go. |

Tho. We were both diffraited we did not go awway
at firft, then we might ha'travelled any-where 5 there’s,
no ftirring now 5 we fball be flarv’d if we pretend to
g9 out of Town s they won’i let us bave Vifluals, no, not
for our Mongy, nor let us come into the Towns, wmich

lefs inte their Houfes,
John,
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~ John. And that which is almofl as bad, Ibave but
listtle Money to belp myfeif with neither,

Tho. As to that we might make fhift ; I bave little,
2ho’ not muck 5 but I tell you there’s no Sirring on the
Road, Iknow a Couple of poor boneft Men in our Street
bave attempted to travel, and at Barnet, or Whetfton,
or therebout, the People offered to fire at them, if they
pretended to go forward ; fo they are come back again
quite difcouraged.

John. I would bave ventured their Fire, if I bad
been there s if 1bad been denied Food for my Money they
foould ba’ feen mic take it before their Facess and if 1
bad tendered Money for it, they could not bave token
any Courfe with me by Law,

Tho. You talk your old Soldier’s Language, as if
you were in ihe Low-Countries now, but this is g Je-
wiotis thing.  The People bave good Reafen 10 keep any
Body ¢ff, that they are not Jatisfied are found, at’ fuch
@ Time as tbis, aud we muft not plunder them.

Jehn, No Brother, you mifiake the Cafe, and miftake
me 200, 1 would plunder no Body 5 but for any T own upon
the Road to deny me Leave to pafs thro the Tewn in the
open High-way, and deny me Provifions for my Money,
15 to fay the Town bas a Right to ftarve me to Deatb,
wwhich cannot be true.

Tho.But they do not deny you Likerty 1o go back again
from whence you cawme,and therefore they do not farveyou,

John. But the next Town bebind me will by the fame
Rule deny me leave to go back, and [o they do farve me
between them 3 befides there is no Law 1o probibit my
travelling where ever I will on the Road.

‘Tho, But there will be fomuch Difficuiry in difputing
with them at every Town on the Road, :hat it is not
for poor Men to de it, or undertake it a1 Juch a Time
as this is efpecially.

John, Why, Brother, our Condition at this Rate is
werfe than any Bodies elfe s for we can neither goa
nor flay bere :  Iam of the fame Mind with the Lepers
of Samana, If we ftay here we are fure to diey Tmean
efpecially, as you and Iare fRated, without a Dwelling-

Houfe

4 s L.
s e ol T 2y MR
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Houfe of cur own, and without Lodging in any Bodies
#lfe; there is no lying in the Street at fuch z Time as
#his; we bad as good go into the Dead-Cart at once -
Therefore 1 fay, it we ftay here we are fure to die, and
o we go away we can butdie: I'm refolv’d to be gone.

Tho. You willgo away : Whither will Yougo? and
what can you do ? I would as willingly go away as you,
if Tknew whither : But we bave no dequaintance, no
Lriends,  Here we were born, and here we muft die,

John. Laok you, Tom, the whole Kingdom is my
nagive Country as well as this Town.  You may as well
Jay, 1muft not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as
that I not go out of the Town I wwas born in, when it
is infeled with the Plague. T was born in England,
and bave a Right to live in it if 1 can. |

Tho. But you know every vagrant Perfon may, by
#be Laws of England Ze taken up, and pafled back to
their laf} legal Settlement,

John. But bow fhall they make me vagrant 5 I defire
only to travel on, upon my lawful Occafions,

Tho., What lawful Occafions canwe pretend to tra-
wel, or rather wander upon ? they will not be put off
with Words.

John. Is not fiying to fave our Lives, a lawful Oc-
cafion ? and do they not all know that the Fai is true :
We cannot be faid to diffemble.

Tho.But fuppofe they let us pafs,Whitker fhallwe go?

John.Any where to fave our Lives; it is Time enough
to confider that zoben we are got out of this Town. IfI
am once out of 10is dreadful Place, [ care not where [ go.

Tho. We fball be driven to great Extremities.
know not what to think of ir.

John. Well, Tom, confider of it a litile.

This was about the Beginning of Fu/y 5 and the’
the Plague was come forward in the Weft and Norh
Parts of the Town, yetall #apping, as I have ob-
ferved before, and Reds iff, and Rateliff, and Lisue-

baufe, and Poplar, in thort, Deptford and Greenwich,
g
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all both Sides of the River from the Hermitage,
and fronr over againft ir, quite down to Blackwall,
was intirely free, there had not one Perfon died ot
the Plague in all Srepney Parith, and not one on the
South Side of W#hite Chappel Road, no, not in any
Parifh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week
rifen up to 1006. | |

It was a Fortnight after this, before the two Bro-
thers met again, and then the Cafe was a little alter-
ed, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, and
the Number greatly increafed; the Bill was up at
2785, and prodigioufly increafing, tho’ ftill beth
Sides of the River, asbelow, kept pretty well : But
fome began to die in Redriff, and about five or fix
in Ratcliff-Highway, when the Sail-Maker came to
his Brother Fobn, exprefs, and ‘in fome Fright ; for
he was ablolutely warned out of his Lodging,
and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Bro-
ther Fobn was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite out,
and had only begged Leave of his Mafter the Bilcuit
Baker to lodge in an Out-houfe belonging to his
Work-houfe. where he only lay upon Straw, with
fome Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread Sacks, as they called
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to

“cover him.

Here they refolved, fecing all Employment being
at an End, and no Work or Wages to be had, they
would make the beft of their Way to-get out of the
Reach of the dreadful Infection 3 and being as
good Flufbands as they could, would endeavour 1o
live upon what they had as long as it would laft, and
then work for more, if they could get Work any
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would.

While they were confidering to put this Refolu-
dion in Pratice, iin the beft Manner they could,
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with
the Sail-maker, came to know of the Defign, and
got Leave to be one of the Number ; and thus they

prepared to fet out.
It
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It happened that they had not an equal Share of
Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the beft
Stock, was befides his being lame, the moft unfie
to expect to get any Thing by working in the Coun-
try, 1o he was content that what Money they had
fhould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition,
that whatever any one of them could gain more (han
another, it fhould, without any grudging, be all ad-
ded to the publick Stock.

They refolv’d to load themfelves with as littla
Baggage as poffible, becaufe they refolv’d at firft 1o
travel on Foor; and to go a great Way, that they
might, if poflible, be effcCually fafe 5 and a great
many Confuleations they had with themfelves, before
they could agree about what Way they thould tra-
vel, which they were fo far from adjufting, char even
to the Morning they fet out, they were not refolv’d
on 1t,

At laft the Seaman put in a Hint that determin’d
it; Firlt, fays he, the Weather is very hot, and there-
fore I am for travelling North, that we may not
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our
Breafts, which will heat and fuffocate us; and I have
been told, fays he, that it is not good to over-heat
our Blood at a2 Time when, for ought we know, the

- Infection may be in the very Air, Inthe next Place,
fays he, Iam for going the Way that may be con-
trary to the Wind a; it may blow when we {et our,

- that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the

- City on our Backs as we go. Thele two Cautions

- ‘Were approv’d of ; if it could be brought fo to hit,

i"!hat the Wind might not be in the South when they
~fetour to go North,

| Jobn the Baker, who had been 2 Soldier, then put

Jin his Opinion ; Firft, fays he, we none of us ex-
- pect to gec any Lodging on the Road, and it will
‘be a litele too hard to lie juft in the open Air; tho’
‘1t be warm Weather, ye: it may be wet, and damp,

E g and
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and we have a double Reafon to take care of our
Healths at fuch a time as this; and therefore, fays
he, you, Brother Tom. thatare a Sail-maker, might
ealily make us a little Tent, and 1 will undertake to
fet it up every Night, and take it down, and a Fig
for all the Inns in England 5 if we have a good Tent
over our Heads, we fhall do well enovgh.

The Joyner oppos’d this, and told them, let them
Jeave that to him, he would undertake to build them
a Houfe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet,
tho’ he had no other Tools, which fhould be fully to
their Satisfaction, and as good as a Tent,

The Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point
fome Time, but at lait the Soldier carry’d it for a
Tent; the only Objection againft it was, that it muft
be carry’d with them, and that would encreafe their
Baggage too much, the Weather being hot 3 but the
Sail-maker had a Piece of good Hap fell in which
made that eafy, for, his Malter who he work’d for
having a Rope-Walk as well as Sail-making Trade,
had a little poor Horfe that he made no ufe of then,
and being willing to affift the three honeft Men, he
gave them the Horfe for the carrying their Baggage;
alfo for a fmall Matter of three Days Work that his
Man did for him before he went, he let him have
an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn out, but was
fufficicnt and more than enough to make a very good
Tent: The Soldier fhew’d how to fhape it, and they
foon by his Direction made their Tent, and fitted it
with Poles or Staves for the Purpofe, and thus they
were furnifh’d for their Journey ; wiz. three Men,
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would
not go withour Arms, for now he faid he was no
more a Bifcuit-baker but a Trooper,

The Joyner had a fimall Bag of Tools, fuch as might
be ufeful if he fhould get any Work abroad, as well
for their Subfiftence as his own: What Money th;j'

had,
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* had, they brought all into one publick Sto.k, and
thus they began their Journey, "It feems tha in the
Morning when they fet out, the Wind blew as the
Sailor faid by his Pocket-compafs, at N, W, by W,
So they direéted, or rather refolv’d to dire their

- Courfe N. W,

- But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as
they fet out from the hither End of Wapping near
the Hermitage, and that the Plague was now very

- violent, efpecially on the North-fide of the City,
as in Shoreditch apd Cripplepaie Parifh, they did not

think it fafe for them to go near thofe Parts ; fo

they went away Eaft through Radeliff High-way, as
far as Radeliff-Crofs, and leaving Stepney Church fill

on their Left-hand, being afraid to come up from '

Radeliff-Crofs to Milr-ead, becaufi they muft come
Juft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that
feemed to blow more from the Weft, blow’d directly

from the Side of the City where the Plague was hot-"

teft. Solfay, leaving Stepney, they fetched a long
Compafs, and going to Paplar and Bromley, came in-

to the great Road juft at Bow.

Here the Watch plac’d upon Bow Bridge would |

have queftion’d them ; but they crofling the Road
into a narrow Way that turns out of the hither End
of the Fown of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided any En-
quiry there, and travelled to O/4. Ford. The Con-

ftables every where were upon their Guard, not fo'

“them from taking up their Abode in their Towns,
and withal becaufe of a Report that was newly
rais’d at that Time, and thar indeed was not very

Amprobable, @iz, That the poor People in Londom

that Means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, and
had raifed a Tumult, and that they would come out
to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. This,
I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was very well it
] L2 was

being diftrefs’d and ftarv’d for want of Work, and by’

‘much it feems to ﬁﬂp People paffing by, as to ftop’
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was no more ; bat it was not fo far off from being a
Reality, asit has been thought, for in a few Weeks
more, the poor People became fo defperate by the
Calamity they fuffer’d, that they were with great
Difficalty kept from running out into the Fields and
Towns, and tearing all in Pieces wherever they
came and, as I have obferved before, nothing hin-
der’d them but that the Plague rag’d fo violently,
and fell in upon them fo furioufly, that they rather
went to the Grave by Thoufands than into the Fields
in Mobs by Thoufands : For in the Parts abour the
Parifhes of St Sepulchres, Clerkenwell, Cripplegate,
Biftopfzate and  Shoreditch, which were the Places
where the Mob began to threaten, the Diftemper
came on {o furioufly, that there died in thofe few
Parifhes, even then, before the Plague was come to
its heiy hryno lefs than 5361 People in the firft three
Weeks in Auguft, when at the fame Time, the Parts
about /W apping, Radeliff, and Roiberbith, were, as:
before defcrib’d, hardly touch’d, or but very light-
ly 5 fo that in a Word, the, as I faid before, the
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juftices'
did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation of
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu .
mults, and in fhort, from the Poor plundering the
Richs I fay, tho’ they did much, the Dead-carts’
did more, for .as I have faid, that in five Pa-
rifhes only there died above 5000 in 20 Days, fo
there might be probably three times that Number:
fick all that Times for fome recovered, and great!
Numbers fell fick every Day, and died afterwards.
Befides, I muft ftill be allowed to fay, that if thet
Rills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I always be-
liev’d it was near twice as many in reality 3 there be-*
ing no room te believe that the Account they gave%'

was right, or that indeed, they were, among fuch

Confufions as I faw them in, in any Condition to keep
an exalt Account, |

But
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- But to return to my Travellers ; here they were
only examined, and as they feemed rather coming,
from the Country than from the City, they found
the People the eafier with them j thar they talk’d 1o
them, let them come into a publick Houfe where
the Conftable and his Warders were, and gave them
Drink and fome Vi&uals, which greatly refrefhed
and encouraged them ; and here it came into their
‘Heads to fay, when they thould be enquir'd of after-
. Wards, not that they came from London, but that they
came out of Ziffex.

To forward this lietle Fraud, they cbtain’d fo
much Favour of the Conftable at O/d-Ford, as to give
them a Certificate of their pafling from Effex thro®
that Village, and that they had not been at 7.ondsn «
which tho’ falfe in the common acceptation of Londen
in the County, yet was literally true; Happing or
Radcliff being no Part either of the City or Laberty.

This Certificate directed to the next Conftable
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the
Parith of Hackney, was fo ferviceable to them, that
1t procured them not a free Paffage there only, but
a full Certificate of Health from a Jultice of the
Peace ; who,upon the Conftable’s Application, grant-
ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they pafs’d
through the long divided Town of Hackney, (for it
lay then in feveral feparated Hamlets) and travelled
on till they came into the great North Road on the
Top of Stamford-Hill,

- By this Time they began to be weary, and fo in
the back Road from Hackney, a little'before it opened
into the faid great Road, they refolv’d to fet up their
Tent and encamp for the frft Night ; which they
did accordingly, with this Addition, thar finding a
Barn, or a Building like a Barn, and firft fearching as
well as they could to be fure there was no Body in i,
they. fet up their Tent, with the Head of it againft
the Barn y this they did alfo becaufe the Wind blew
g L3 that
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that Night very high, and they were but young at
fuch a way of Ledging, as well as at the managing
their Tent.

Here they went to fleep, butthe Joyner, a grave
and fober Man, and not pleafed with their lying at
this loofe Rate the firft Night, could not fleep, and
refolv’d, after trying to fleep to no Purpofe, that he
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand ftand
Centinel and guard his Companions: So with the
Gun in his Hand, he walk’d to and again before the
Barn, for that ftood in the Field near the Road, but
within the Hedge, He had not been long upon the
Scout, but he heard a Noife of People coming on
as if it had been a great Number, and they came on,
as he thought, directly towards the Barn, He did
not prefently awake his Companions, but in a few
Minutes more their Noife growing louder and loud-
er, the Bifcuit-baker call’d to him and afk’d him
what was the Matter, and quickly ftarted out too:
The other being the lame Sail-maker and moft
weary, lay ftill in the Tent,

As they expected, fo the People who they had
heard, came on direétly to the Barn, when one of
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the
Guard, with #ho comes there 2 The People did not
anfwer immediately, but one of them fpeaking to
another that was behind him, Alas! Alas we are all
difappointed, fays he, bere are fome People before us,
the Barn is taken up.

They all flopp’d upon that, as under fome Sar-
prize, and it feems there was about thirteen of them
i all, and fome Women among them : They con-

{ulted together what they fhould do, and by their

diftref’d People too like themfelves, feeking Shelter

to be afraid of their coming up to difturb them ; for
as foon as they heard the Words, #bo comes there 2
thefe

v |

Difcourfe our Travellers foon found they were poor

%8|
and Safcty ; and befides, our Travellers had no need |

2

&
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thele could hear the Women fay, as if frighted, Des
%ot go near them, bow do you know but they may bave
the Plague? And when one of the Men faid, 7.t us
but [peak to them 3 the Women faid, No, don’t by any
means, we bave efcap’d thus far by the Goodnefs of
God, downot let us run into Danger now, we befeech yor,

Our Travellers found by this that they were a good
fober Sort of People, and fiying for their Lives as
they were; and, as they were encouraged by it, fo
Fobn faid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us encor.
rage them 00 as much aswe can : 1o he called ro them,
Hark ye good Pesple, fays the Joyner, we find by your
Talk, that you are flying from the fame dreadful
Enemy as we are; do not be afraid of us, we are onl
three poor Men of us, if you are free from the Di-
ftemper you fhall not be hurt by us; we are not in
the Barn, but in a kttle Tent here in the Outlide,
and we will remove for you, we can fet up our Tent
again immediately any where elfe; and upon this a
Parly began between the Joyner, whofs Name was
Richard, and one of their Men, who faid his Name
was Ford.

Ford. And do you affure us that you are all found

~Men,

Rich. Nay, we are concern’d to tell you of it, that
you may not be uneafy, or think yourfelves in Dan-
gers but you fee we do not defire ‘'you fhould put
yourfelves into any Danger ; and therefore I tell you,
that we have not made Ufe of the Barn, fo we will
remove from it, that you may be fafe and we alfo,

Ford. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we
have Reafon to be fatisfied that you are found and
free from the Vifitation, why fhould we make you
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and it
may be are laid down to relt? we will go into the
Barn, if you pleafe, to reft ourfelves a while, and we
need not difturb you,

La Rich.
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" Rich. Well, but you are more than we are, I hope
you will aflure us that you are all of you found too,
for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from
us to you,

Ford. Blefled be God that fome do elcape, tho’ it
is but few ; what may be our Portion ftill we know
not, but hitherto we are preferved.

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from?
Was the Plague come to the Places where you liv’d ?

Ford. Ay ay, in a moft frightful and terrible Man-
ner, or elfe we had not fled away as we do 3 but we
believe there will be very few left alive behind us.

Rich. What Part do you come from ?

Ford. We are moft of us of Cripplegate Parifh, on-
ly two or three of Clerkenwell Parifh, but on the hi-
ther Side,

Rich. How then was it that you came away no
fooner ?

Ford. We have been away fome Time, and kept
together as well as we could at the hither End of
Ifiington, where we got leave to lie in an old uninha-
bited Houfe, and had fome Bedding and Convenien-
cics of our own that we brought with us, but the
Plague is come up into Jflington too, and a Houfe
next Door to our poor Dwelling was infeéted and
fhut vp, and we are come away in a Fright.

Rick, And what Way are you going ?

Ford. As our Lot fhall caft us, we know not
whither, but God will guide thofe that look up to
him,

They parlicd no further at that Time, but came
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got into
it: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, but
it was almoft fell of that, and they accommodat-
ed themiclves as well as they cou’d, and went to
Reit; but our Travellers obferv’d, that before they
went to fleep,. an antient Man, who it feems was

Father
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Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with
all the Company, recommending themfelves to the
Blefling and Direction of Providence, before they
went to {leep.

It was foon Day at that time of the Year ; and as
Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firlt Part of
the Night, fo Fobn the Soldier reliev’d him, and
he had the Poft in the Morning, and they began
to be acquainted with one another, It feems, when
they left [fiington, they intended to have gone North
away to Highgate, but were ftop’d at Ho/loway, and
there they would not let them pals ; fo they crofs’d
over the Fields and Hills to the Eaftward, and came
out at the Boarded-River, and fo avoiding the
Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, and Niw.-
ixgton on the right Hand, and came into the great
Road about Stamford-Hill on that Side, as the three
Travellers haddone on the other Side: Aad now they
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar-
fhes, and make forwards to Epping Foreft, where they
hoped they fhould get leave to reft. It feems they
were not poor, at lealt not o poor as to be in Want ;
at leaft they had enough to fubfift them moderately
for two or three Months, when, as they faid, they
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the
Infection, or at leaft the Violence of it would have
fpent itfelf; and would abate, if it were only for want
of People left alive to be infetted.

This was much the Fate of our three Travellers 5
only that they feem’d to be the better furnifh’d for
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further
off ; for as to the firft, they did not propofe to go
farther than one Day’s Journey, that fo they might
have Intelligence every two or three Days how
Things were at London,

- Buc here our Travellers found themfelves under
an unexpected Inconvenience namely, that of their
Horfe, for by means of the Horfe to carry their
Baggage, they were obliged tokeep in the Road,

whereas
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whereas the People of this other Band went over the
Fields or Roads, Path or no Path, Way, or no
no Way, as they pleafed; neither had they any Oc.
cafion to pafs thro’ any Town, or come near any
Town, other than to buy fuch Things as they
wanted for their neceflary Subfiftence, and in that
indecd they were put to much Difficulty : Of which
in its Place,

But our three Travellers were obliged to keep the
Road, or elfe they mult commit Spoil, and do the
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down
Fences and Gates, to go over enclofed Fields, which
they were loth to doif they could help it.

Our three Travellers however had a great Mind
to join themfclves to this Company, and take their
Lot with them ; and after fome Difcourfe, they laid
alide their firft Defign which look’d Northward,
and refolved to follow the other into Effex ; fo in the
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their
Horfe, and away they travelled all together.

They had fome Difficulty in pafling the Ferry at
the River fide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them
but after fome Parly at a Diftance, the Ferry-Man
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diftant from
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to take
it 3 {o putiing themfelves over, he directed them to
lcave the Boat, and he having another Boat, faid
he would fecch ir again, which it feems however he
did not do for above Eight Days.

Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand,
they had a Supply of Viétuals and Drink, which he
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with-
out, as I faid, having receiv’d the Money before-
hand.  But now cur Travellers were at a great Lofs
and Difficulty how to get the Horle over, the Boat
being fmall and not fit for it, and at laft cou’d not
do it without unloading the Biggage, and making
him {wim over,

From
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreft,
but when they came to Walthamfow the People of
that Town denied to admit them, as was the Cafe
every where: The Conftables and their Watchmen
kept them off at a Diftance, and parly’d with them ;
they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before,
but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving it
for a Realon that two or three Companies had al-
ready come that Way and made the like Pretences,
but that they had given feveral People the Diftem-
per in the Towns where they had pafs’d, and had
been afterwards fo hardly us’d by the Country, tho®
with Juftice too, as they had deferv’d 5 that about
Brens-Wood or that Way, feveral of them perifh’d
in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of mere
Want and Diftrefs, they could not tell.

This was a good Rerfon indeed why the People
of Waltbamjtow fhou’d be very cautious, and why
they thou’d refolve not to entertain any Body that
they were not well fatisfed of. But as Richard the
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parly’d with
them told them, it was no Reafon why they thould
block up the Roads, and refufe to let People pafs
thro’ the Town, and who ask’d nothing of them, but
to go through the Strect ; That if their People were
afraid of them, they might go into their Houfes and
fhut their Doors, they would neither fhow them
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Bufinefs,

The Conftables and Attendants, not to be per-
fwaded by Reafon, continued obftinate, and wou’d
hearken to nothing ; fo the two Men that talk’d with
them went back to their Fellows, to confult what
was to be done: It was very difcouraging in the
whole, and they knew not what to do for a good
while : But at laft obn the Soldier and Bifcuit-Baker
confidering a-while, Come, fays he, leave the reft of
the Parly to me; he had not appear’d yet, fo he
fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut fome Poles

out
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out of the Trees, and fhape them as like Guns as
he could, and in a little time he had five or {ix fair
Mufkets, which at a Diftance would not be known ;
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is,
he cauled them to wrap Cloath and Rags, fuch as
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre-
ferve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruft, the reft
was dilcoloured with Clay or Mud, fuch as they
could get; and all this while the reft of them fat
under the Trees by his Direftion, in two or three
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance
from one another.

While this was doing, he advanc’d himfelf and two
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane:
within Sight of the Barrier which the Town’s Men
had made, and fet a Centinel juft by it with the real
Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that
the People of the Town might fee them; alfe he
ty’d the Horle to a Gate in the Hedge juft by, and
got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on
the other Side of the Tent, fo that the People of the
Town cou’d fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou’d
not fee what they were doing at it.

After the Country People had look’d upon them
very carneftly a greac while, and by all that they
could fee, cou’d not but fuppole that they were a
great many in Company, they began to be uneafy,
not for their going away, but for ftaying where
they were ; and above all perceiving they had Hor-
{es and Arms, for they had feen one Horle and one
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them
walk about the Field on the Infide of the Hedge.
by the Side of the Lane with their Mufkets, as they
took them to be, fhoulder’d: I fay, upon fuch a
Sight as this, youmay be affured they were alarm’d
and terribly frighted ; and it feems they went to a
Juftice of the Peace to know what they fhould do;
what the Juftice advis’d them to I know nt?t,

ut



the PLAGUE. 157

but towards the Evening they call’d from the Barrier,
as above, to the Centinel at the Tent,

What do you want 2 {ays Febn *,

Why, what do you intend to do 2 fays the Conftable.

To do, fays John, What wou’d you kave us to do ?

Conft. Why don’t you be gone ? whatdo you itay
there for ?

Fobn. Why do you ftop us on the King’s Highway,
and pretend to refule us Leave to go on our Way?

Conft. We are not bound to tell you our Reafon,
though we did let you know, it was becaule of the
Plague,

Fobn. We told you we were all found, and free
from the Plague, which we were not bound to have
fatisfied you of, and yet you pretend to fiop us on
the Highway.

Confi. We have a Right to ftop it up, and our own
Safety obliges us to it ; befide this is not the King’s
Highway, ’tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you fec here
is a Gate, and if we do let People pals here, we
make them pay Toll ?

Fobn. We have a Right to feek our own Safety
as well as you, and you may fee we are flying for
our Lives, and ’tis very unchriftian and unjult to
ftop us,

Conft. You may go back from whence you camey
we do not hinder you from that,

Fobn. No, it is a ftronger Enemy than you that
keeps us from doing that; or elfe we fhould not ha’
come hither.

Conft. Well, you may go any other way then.

* It feems Fobn was in the Tent, but hearing them call he
fteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk’d to them
as if he had beea the Centinel plac’d there upon the Guard by
fome Officer that was his Superior.

Febn,
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Fobn, No, no: I fuppofe you fee we are able to
fend you going, and all the People of your Parifh,
and come thro’ your Town, when we will ; but fince
iuu have ftopt us here, we are content ; you fee, we

ave encamp’d here, and here we will live : we hope
you will furnith us with Victuals,

Conft. We furnith you! What mean you by that?
- Jobn. Why you would not have us flave, would
you? If you flop us here, you muft keep us.

Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance,

Fobn. 1f you {tint us, we fhall make ourfelves the
better Allowance,

Conft. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon
us by Force, will you?

Jobn. We have offered no Violence to you yet,

why do you frem to oblige us to it? I am an old

Soldier, and caanot ftarve, and if you think that we
fhall be obliged to go back for want of Provifions,
you are miftaken.

Conft. Since you threaten us, we fhall take Care
to be ftrong enough for you: 1 have Orders 1o raife
the County upon you.

Fekn. It is you that threaten, not we: And fince
you are for Mifchief, you cannot blame us, if we
do not give you time for it; we fhall begin our
March in a few Minutes, *

Conft. What is it you demand of us ?

Jobn. At firft we defired nothing of you, but
Leave to go thro’ the Town; we fhould have offer’d
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had
any Injary or Lofs by us, We are not Thieves, but
poor People in Diftrefs, and flying from the dread-

¥ This frighted the Conftable and the People that were with
him, that they immediately chang’d their Note.

ful
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ful Plague in Londor, which, devours thoufands every
Iﬁgclck: We wonder how you could be fo unmers
ciful! '

Conft. Self-prevation obliges us,

Jobn. What! to fhut up your Compaflion in a
of fuch Diftrefs as this? i oy =

Conft. Well, if you will pafs over the Fields on your
Left-hand, and behind that Fart of the Town, I
will endeavour to have Gates open’d for you,

Jobn. Our Horfemen cannot * pafs wich our Bag-
gage that Way ; it does not lead into the Road that
we want to go ; and why fhould you force us out of
the Road ? befides you have kept us here all Day
without any Provifions, but fuch as we brought with
us3 I think you ought to fend us fome Provifions for
our Relief.

Conft. If you will go another Way, we will fend
you fome Provifions,

Jobn, That is the Way to have all the Towns in
the County flop up the Ways againft us,

Conjt; 1f they all furnith you with Food, what will
you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you want
no Lodging,

Jobn. Well, what Quantity of Provifions will you
fend us ?

Conft. How many are you?

Fobn. Nay, we do not afk enough for all our
Company, we are in three Companies ; if you will
fend us Bread for twenty Men, and about fix or fe-
ven Women for three Days, and fhew us the Way
over the Field you fpeak of, we defire not to put
your People into any Fear for us, we will go out of
our Way to oblige you, tho’ we are as free from In-
fection as you are,

® They had but one Hosfe among them.

t ~ Conft.
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Conft. And will you affure us that your other
People fhall offer us no new Dilturbance,

Fobu. No, no, you may depend on it.

Conff. You muft oblige your [elf too that none of
your People fhall come a ftep nearer than where the
Provifions we fend yon fhall be fet down.

Fobn. 1anfwer for it we will not,

Accordingly they fent to the Place twenty Loaves

of Bread, and three or four large Pieces of good
Beef, and open’d fome Gates through which they
pals’d, but none of them had Courage fo much as to
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening,
if they had look’d they cou’d not have feen them
fo as to know how few they were.
. This was Sobn the Soldier’s Management. But
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole
County would have been rais’d upon them, and they
wou’d ha’ been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock’d
on the Head.

They were foon made fenfible of this, for two
Days afterwards they found feveral Parties of Horfe-
men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three
Companies of Men arm’d, as they faid, with Mus-
kets, who were broke out from Leondon, and had
the Plague vpon them; and that were not only
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but
plundering the Country.

As they faw now the Conlequence of their Cafe,
they foon faw the Danger they were in, fo they re-
folv’d by the Advice allo of the old Seldier, to di-
vide themfelves again. Fobn and his two Com-

* Here he called to one of his Men, and bad him o+derCapt.
Richard and his People to march the lower Way on the Side of
the Marfhes, and meet them in the Forelt ; which was all a
Sham, for they had no Captain Richard, or any fach Company.

rades
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Affiftants, cut down and fix’d in the Ground in a
Circle, binding all the fmall Ends together at the
Tap, and thickening the Sides with Boughs of
Trees and Bufhes, fo that they were compleatly clofe
and warm, They had, belides this, a lirtle Tent
where the Women lay by themfelves, and a Hut to
put the Horfe in,

It happen’d that the next Day,or next but ane,was
Market-day at Epping, when Capt. Fobn,and one of
the other Men went to Market, and bought fome
Provifions, that is to fay, Bread, and fome Mutton
and Beef, and two of the Women went feparately,
as if they had not belong’d to the reft, anrf bought
more. Feba took the Horfe to bring it Home, and
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry’d his Tools in)
to put it in: The Carpenter went to work and
made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch as the
Wood he cou’d get wou'd afford, and akind of a
Table to dine on.

- They were taken no Notice of for twoor three

Days, but after that abundance of People ran: out

of the Town to lock at them, and all the Country

was alarmed about them. The People at firft feem’d

afraid to come near them, and on the other hand,

they defir’d the People to keep off, for there was a

Rumour that the Plague was at #altham, and that

it had been in Epping two or three Days 5 fo Fobn

cal’d out to them not to come tothem, for, fays he,
we are all whole and fiund People here, and we would

not bave you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend
we brought it among you.

After this the Parifh Officers came up to them and
parly’d with them at a Diftance,and deflir’d to know
who they were, and by what Authority they pre-
tended to fix their Stand at that Place ? obn
anfwered very frankly, they were poor diftrefled
People from Londsn, who forelecing therMilery they
fhould be reduc’d to, if the Plague fpreadiinto the.

| City,
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City, had fled out in time for their Lives, and ha-
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had
firlt taken up at/flington, but the Plague being come
into that Town, were fled further, and as they fup-

0s’d that the People of Epping might have refufed
Pos d th 0 Tou b 41 .
them coming into their Town, they had pitched
their Tents thus in the open Field, and in tche
Foreft, being willing to bear all the Hardfhips of
fuch a difconfolate Lodging, rather than have any
one think or be afmid that they fhould receive Inju-
ry by them.

At firft the Epping People talk’d roughly to them,
and told them they muft remove 5 that this Was no
Place for them; and thar they pretended “to be
found and well, bur that they might be infefted
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might
infe€t the whole Country, and they cou’d not fuffer
them there. |

Jobn argu’d very calmly with them a great while,
and told them, ¢ That London was the Place by
which they, that is, the Townfmen of Epping and
all the Country round them, fublifted ; to whom
they fold the Produce of their Lands, and out of
whom they made their Rent of their Farms ; and
to be fo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or to
any of thofe by whom they gain’d fo much, was
very hard, and they would be loth to have i re.
membered hereafter, and have it told, how bar-
‘barous, how unhofpitable, and how unkind they
were to the People of London, when they fled
¢ from the Face of the moft terrible Enemy in
¢ the World 5 that it would be enough to make the
** Name of an Epping Man hateful thro® al] the City,
““and to have the Rabble ftone them in the very
¢ Streets,whenever they came fo much as to Marker;
* that they were not yet fecure fiom being vifited

¢ themfelves, and that as he heard, Waltham was
£ already ;. that they would think i very hard
| M 2 ¢ that
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¢ that when any of them fled for Fear before they
¢ were touch’d, they fhould be deny’d the Liberty
¢ of lying fo much as in the open Fields.”

The Epping Men told them again, That they, in-
deed, faid they were found and free from the Infec-
tion, but that they had no Affurance of it 5 and that
it was reported, that there had been a great Rabble
of People at Walthamftow, who made fuch Pre-
cences of being found, as they did, but that they
threaten’d to plunder the Town, and force their
Way, whether the Parith Officers would or no ;
that they were near 200 of them, and had Armsand
Tents like Low-Country Soldiers 5 that they ex-
torted Provifions from the Town, by threatening
+hem with living upon them at Free Quarter, fhew- |
ing their Arms, and talking in the Language of
Soldiers ; and that feveral of them being gone a- |
way towards Rumford and Brentwood, the Country |
had been infected by them, and the Plague fpread |
-nto both thofe large Towns, fo that the People |
durft not go to Market there as ufoal 3 that it was |
very likely they were fome of that Party ; and if
fo, they deferved to be fent to the County Jail, and
be fecur’d till they had made Satisfaétion for the
Damage they had done, and for the Terror and
Fright they had put the Country into. |

Fobn anfwer’d, That what other People had done
was nothing to them ; that they affured them they
were all of one Company s that they had never
been mo'e in Number than they faw them at that
time ; (which by the way was very true) that they
came out in two feparate Companies, but join’d by
the Way, their Cafes being the fame ; that they
were ready to give what Account of themfeclves
any Body cou’d defire of them, and to give in
their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they
might be call’d to an Account for any Diforder
that they might be guily of 5 that the Town{men

might
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might fee they were content to live hardly, and
only defired a little Room to breath in on the Foreft
where it was wholfome 3 for where it was not, they
could not ftay, and would decamp if they found it
otherwile there.

Bur, faid the Townfmen, we have a great Charge
of Poor upon our Hands already, and we muft take
Care not to encreafeit ; we fuppofe you can give us
no Security againft your being chargeable to our
Parifh and to the Inhabitants, any more than you
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infection.
¢ Why, look you, fays Fobn, as to being charge-
able to you, we hope we fhall not; if you will re-
lieve us with Provifions for our prefent Neceffity,
we will be very thankful ; as we all liv’d without
Charity when we were at Home, fo we will
eblige ourfclves fully to repay you, if God pleafe
to bring us back to our own Families and Houfes
in Safety, and to reftore Health to the People of
London.
¢ As to our dying here, we affure you, if any of
us die, we that furvive will bury them, and put
you to no Expence, except it thould be that we
fhould all die, and then, indeed, the laft Man not
being able to bury himfeif, would put you to that
fingle Expence, which, I am perfuaded, fays
Jobn, be would leave enough bchind him to pay
you for the Expence of.
¢ On the other hand, fays 7sbn, if you will thut
up all Bowels of Compaffion, and not relieve us
at all, we fhall not extort any thing by Violence,
or fteal from any one; but when what little we
have is f{pent, if we perith for Want, God’s Will
be done.’

Jobn wrought fo upon the Townfmen, by talking
thus rationally and fmoothly to them, that they
went away 5 and tho’ they did not give any Confent
to their ftaying there, yet they did not moleft them ;

: 3 and
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and the poor People continued there three or four
Days longer without any Difturbance. In this time
they had gor fome remote Acquuintance with a
Victualling-houfe at the Out-fkires of the Town, o
whom they called at a Diftance to bring fome little
Things that they wanted, and which they caufed to
be fec down at a Diflance, and always paid for
very honeftly, '

During this Time, the younger People of the
Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou'd
ftand and look at them, and fometimes ralk with
them at fome Space between s and particularly it
was obferved, that the firft Sabbath Pay the poor
People kept retired, worfhiped God together, and
were heard to fing Pfalms,

Thefe I'hings, and a quiet inoffenfive Behaviour,
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun-
try, and People began to pity them, and fpeak
very well of them ; the Confequence of which was,
that upon the Occafion of a very wet rainy Night,
a certain Gentleman, who lived in the Neigh-
bourhood, fent them a lttle Cart, with twelve
Trufles or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to
lodge upon, as to cover and tharch their Huts, and
to keep them dry. The Minifter of a Parifh, not
far off, not knowing of the other, fént them alfo
about two Bufhels of Wheat, and half a Bufhel of
white Peas. .

They were very thankful to be fure for this Relief,
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comifort
to them ; for tho’ the ingenious Carpenter had made
Frames for them to lie in likeTroughs, and fill’d them
with Leaves of Trees, and fuch Things as they could
get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and
unwholefome till this Straw came, which was to them
like Feather-beds 3 and, ds Fob# faid; more welcome
than Feather-beds wou’d have been at another time.

This -
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This Gentieman and the Minilter having thus
begun, and given an Example of Charity to thefe
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re-
ceiv’d every Day fomeBenevolence or other from the
People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt
in the Country round about 3 fome fent them Chairs,
Stoals, Tables, and fuch Houfhold Things as they
gave Notice they wanted ; fome fent them Blankets,
Rugs, and Coverlids ; fome Earthen-ware ; and fome
Kitchen-ware for ordering their Food.

Encourag’d by this good Ulage, their Carpenter,
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper
Floor, in which they lodged warm, for the Weather
began to be damp and cold in the Beginning of
September ; but this Houle being very well thatch’d,
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out
the Cold well enough ; he made alfo an Earthen
Wall at one End, with a Chimney init; and ano-
ther of the Company, with a vaft deal of Trouble
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to carry
out the Smoak.

Here they liv’d comfortably, tho’ coarfely, till
the Beginning of September, when they had the bad
News to hear, whether true or not, that the Plague,
which was very hot at Waltham- Abbey on one Side,
and at Rumford aud Brentwood on the other Side,
was alfo come to Epping, to Weoedferd, and to molt
of the Towns upon the Foreft, and which, as they
faid, was brought down among them chiefly by the
Higlers, and fuch People as went to and from Lon-
den with Provifions.

If this was true, it was an evident Contradiétion to
that Report which was afterwards fpread all over Eng-
land, but which, as I bave faid, I cannot confirm of my
own Knowledge, namely, that the Market-people

carrying Provifions to the City, never got the Infec-
M 4 o oo LR
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tion, or carry’d it back into ‘the Country ; both
which, [ have been affured, has been falfe.

It might be that they were preferv’d even beyond
Expe&tation, though not to a Miracle, that abun-
dance went and came, and were not rouch’d, and
that was much for the Encouragement of the poor
People of London, who hid been compleatly mifer-
able, if the People that brought Provifions to the
Markets had not been many times wonderfully pre-
ferv’d, or at leaft were preferv’d, than could be
reafonably expelted. -

But now thefe new Inmates began to be difturbed
more effectually ;5 for the Towns about them were
really infected, and they began to be afraid to truft
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things
as they wanted, and this pinch’d them very hard ;
for now they had little or nothing but whar the cha-
ritable Gentlemen of the County fupply’d them
with ; but, for their Encouragement, 1t happened,
that other Gentlemen in the Country, who had not
fent them any thing before, began to hear of them
and fupply them, and one fent them a large Pig, that
1s to fay, a Porker ; another two Sheep ; and another
fent them a Calf ; in fhort, they had Meat enough,
and fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch
Things ; they were chicfly put to it for Breads; for
when the Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no
where to bake it, or togrindit : This made them eat
the firft two Bufhel of Wheat that wasfent them in
parched Corn, as the Jfraelites of old did, without
grinding or making Bread of it.

At laft they found Means to carry their Corn to a
Windmill near #vodford, where they had it ground
and afterwards the Bifcuit-baker made a Hearth fo
hollow and dry, that he cou’d bake Bifcuit Cakes to-
lerably well 5 and chus they came into a Condition to
live without any Affiftance or Supplies from the
Towns; and it was well they did, for the Country
was foon after fully infefted, and about 120 were

faid
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faid to have died of the Diftemper in the Villages
near them, which was a terrible thing to them.

On this they call’d a new Council, and now the
Towns had no need to be afraid they fhould fettle
near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of
the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitted their Hou-
fes, and built Hutts in the Foreft after the fame
manner as they had done : But it was obflerv’d, that
feveral of thefe poor People that had fo remov’d,
had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths 5 the
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re-
move time enovgh, that is to fay, not till by openly
converfing with the other People their Neignbours,
they had the Diftemper upon rthem, or, (as may be
faid) among them, and fo carry’d it about them whi-
ther they went : Or, (2.) Becaufe they were not
careful enough after they were fafely removed out
of the Towns, not to come in agiin and mingle
with the difcaled People,

But be it which of thefe it will, when our Tra-
vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts
on the Foreft near them, they began then not only
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo-
ving; for had they ftay’d, they wou’d ha’ been in
manifeft Danger of their Lives.

It is not to be wondered that they were greatly
affliced, at being oblig’d to quit the Place where
they had been fo kindly receiv’d, and where they
had been treated with fo much Humanity and Cha-
rity 5 but Neceflity, and the hazard of Life, which
they came out fo far to preferve, prevail’d with
them, and they faw no Remedy. Fobn however
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune,
namely, that he would firft acquaint that Gentleman
who was their principal Benefactor, with the Diftrels
they were in, and to crave his Affiftance and Ad-
vice,

The
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The good: charitable Gentleman encourag’d them
to quit the Place, for fear they fhould be cut off
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di-
ftemper ; bur whither they fhould go, that he found
very hard to direét them to. At falt Fobn alk’d of
him, whether he (being a Juftice of the Peace ) would
give them Certificates of Health to other Juftices,
who they might come before, that fo wharever might
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they
had been alfo fo long from London. This his Wor-
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li-
berty to travel whither they pleafed.

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health,
intimating, That they had refided in a Village in the
Countyof Effex fo long, thatbeingexamined and {cru-
tiniz’d fufficiently, and having been retir’d from all
Converfationfor above 40 Days, withoutany appear-
ance of Sicknefs, they were therefore certainly conclu-
ded to be found Men, and might be fafely entertain’d
any where, having at laft remov’d rather for fear of
the Plague, which was come into fuch & Town, ra-
ther than for having any fignal of Infeftion upon
them, or upon any belonging to them.

Wich this Certificate they remov’d, tho’® with
great Relu&ance 3 and Fobn inclining not to go far
from Home, they mov’d towards the Marfhes on
the fide of #altham: But here they found a Man,
who it feems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River,
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go
upand down the River, and he terrified them with
difmal Stories of the Sicknefs having been fpread in-
toall the Towns onthe River, and near the River,
on the fide of Middlefex and Hertfordfbire 5 that is to
fay, into Waltham, Waltbam-Crofs, Enfield and Ware,
and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a-
fraid to go that way; the’ it feems the Man impos’d

upon them, for that the thing was not really true.
How-
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However it terrified them, and they refolved to
move crofs the Foreft towards Rumford and Brent-
Heod : but they heard that there were numbers of
People fled out of London that way, who lay up and
down in the Forelt call’d Hemalt Forelt, reaching
near Rumiford, and who having no Subfiftence or Ha-
bitation, not only liv’d oddly, and fuffered great Ex-
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re-
lief, but were faid to be made fo defperate by thofe
Extremities, as that they offer’d many Violences to
the County, robb’d and plunder’d, and kill’d Caule,
and the like ; that others building Hutts and Hovels
by the Road-fide, begg’d, and that with an Impor-
tunity next Door to demanding Relicf 5 fo that the
Country was very uneafy, and had been oblig’d to
take fome of them up.

This, in the firft Placeintimated to them, that they
would be fure to find the Charity and Kindnefs of
the County, which they had found here where they
were before, hardened and thur up againft them; and
that on the other Hand, they would be queftion’d
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of
Violence from others in like Cafes as themfelves.

Upon all thefe Confiderations, Fobn, their Cap-
tain, in all their Numes, went back to their good
Friend and Benefattor, who had reliev’d them be-
fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum-
bly afk’d his Advice; and he as kindly advifed
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not,
to remove but a lietle furcher out of the Road,
and direéted them to a proper Place for thems
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than
Huts to fhelter them at that time of the Year, it
growing on towards Michaelmas, they found an old
decay’d Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cot-
tage or little Habitation, but was {o out of repair

as fcarce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer
' to
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to whole Farm it belong’d, they got leave to make
what ufe of it they could,

The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Di-
rections, went to work with it, and in a very few
Days made it capable to fhelter them all, in cale of
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim-
ney, and an old Oven, tho’ both lying in Ruins,
yet they made them both fic for Ulfe, and raifing
Additions, Sheds, and Leanto’s on every fide, they
foon made the Houfc capable to hold them all.

They chicfly wanted Boards to make Window-
fhutters, Floors, Doors, and feveral other Things ;
but as th: Gentlemen above favour’d them, and the
Country was by that Means made caly with them,
and above all, that they were known to be all found
andin good Health, every Body help’d them with
what they could fpare.

Here they encamp’d for good and all, and refolv’d
to remove no more 3 they faw plainly how terribly
alarm’d that County was every where, at any Body
that came from Loudon ; and that they fhould have
no Admittance any where but with the utmoft Dif-
ficulty, at lealt no friendly Reception and Afii-
ftance, as they bad receiv’d here,

Now altho’ they receiv’d great Afliftance and En-
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from
the People round about them, yet they were put to
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in
Oéiober and November, and they had not been us’d to
fo much Hardfhip; fo that they got Colds in their
Limbs, and Diftempers, but never had the Infec-
tion : And thus about December they came home to
the City again.

I give this Story thus at large, principally to give
an Account what became of the great Numbers of
People which immediately appear’d in the City
as foon as the Sicknefs abated : For, as I have faid,
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had

Retreats
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats;
So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extre-
mity as I have related, the midling People who had
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where
they cou’d get fhelter, as well thofe that had Money
to relieve themfelves, as thole that had not. Thofe
that had Money always fled fartheft, becaufc they
were able to fublift themfelves 3 but thofe who were
empty, fuffer’d, as I have faid, great Hardlhips, and
were often driven by Neceffity to relieve their Wants
at the Expence of the Country : By that means the
Country was made very uneafy at them, and fome-
times took them up, tho’ even then they fcarce knew
what to do with them, and were always very back-
ward to punith them, but often too they forced
them from Place to Place, till they were oblig’d to
come back again to London. _

I have, fince my knowing this Story of Fobn and
his Brother, enquir’d and found, thrt there were a
great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above,
fied into the Country every way, and fome of them
got liule Sheds, and Barns, and Qut-houfes to
live in, where they cou’d obtain fo much Kind-
nefs of the Country, and efpecially where they had
any the leaft fatisfaétory Account to give of them-
felves, and particularly that they did notcomeout of
Londen too late. But others, and that in great Num-
bers, builtthemfelves little Huts and Retreatsin the
Fields and Woods, and liv’d like Hermits in Holes
aud Caves, or any Place they cou’d find 5 and where,
we may be fure, they fuffer’d great Exrremities,
fuch that many of them were oblig’d to come back
again whatever the Danger was; and fo thofe little
Huts were often found empty, and the Country
People fuppos’d the Inhabitants lay dead ‘in them of
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no
not in a great while 3 nor isicunlikely buc that fome of
i the
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the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, even
fometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one
‘Lent or Hutt, was found a Man dead, and on the
Gate of a Field juft by, was cut with his Knife in
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which it
may be fuppos’d the other Man efcap’d, or that one
dying firft, the other bury’d him as well as he could;

OmlIsErY!
We BoTH ShaL L DyE,
WokE, WoE,

'have given an Account already of what I found to
ha’ been theCafe down the Riveramong the Sea-far-
ing Mcn, how the Ships lay in the Offing, as *its call’d,
in Rows or Lines a-ftern of one another, quite
down from the Pool as far as I could fee. T have been
told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down
the River aslow as Gravefend, and fome far beyond,
even every where, or in every Place where they
cou’d ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather 3
Nor did T ever hear that the Plague reach’d to any
ot the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Deptford Reach,
alcho’ the People went frequently on Shoar to the
Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes,
to buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the
like for their Supply,

Likewife I found that the Watermen on the R;.
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them-
felves away up the River as far as they cou’d 20 ;
and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa-
milies in their Boats, cover’d with Tilcs and Bales,
as they call them, and furnith’d with Straw within
for their Lodging ; and that they lay thus all along
by the Shoar in the Marfhes, fome of them fetting
up little Tents with their Sails, and o lying under
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their

Boats
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have
heard, the River-fides were lin’d with Boats and
Peaple as long as they had any thing to {ubfift on,
or cou’d get any thing of the Country ; and indeed
the Counury People, as well Gentlemen as others,
on thefe and all other Occafions, were very forward
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and
for that we cannot blame them.

There was one unhappy Citizen, within my
Knowledge, who had been Vifited in a dreadful
manner, f{o that his Wife and all his Children were
Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only lefe, with
anelderly Woman, a near Relation, who had nurs’d
thofe that were dead as well as fhe could : This dif-
confolate Man goes to a Village near the Town,
tho’ not within ;the Bills of Mecreality, and finding
an empty Houfe -there, enquires out the Owner,
and took the Houfe : After afew Days he got a Care
and loaded 1t with Goods, and carries them down
to the Houle ; the People of the Village oppos’d his
driving the Cart along, but with fome Arguings,
and fome Force, the Men that drove the Cartalong,
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houfe 5
there the Conftable refifted them again, and would
not let them be brought in.  The Man caus’d the
Goods to be unloaden and lay’d at the Door, and
fent the Cart away; upon which they carry’d the
Man before a Julticeof Peace; that is to fay, they
commanded him to go, which he did.  The Juftice
order’d him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the
Goods again, which he refuled to do; upon which
the Jultice order’d the Conltable to purfue the Car-
ters and fctch them back, and make them re-load
the Gonds and carry them away, or to fet them in
the Stocks till they came for further Orders ; and if
they could not find them, nor the Man would not
confent to take them away, they fhould caufe them

to
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to be drawn with Hooks from the Houle-Door and
burnt in the Street.  The poor diftrefs’d Man up-
on this fetch’d the Goods again, but with grievous
Cries and Lamentations at the hardfhip of his Cafe.
But there was no Remedy ; Self-prefervation oblig’d
the People to thofe Severities, which they wou'd not
otherwife have been concern’d in : Whether this
poor Man liv’d or dy’d I cannot tell, but it was re-
ported that he had the Plague vpon him at that
time 3 and perhaps the People might report that to
juftify their Ufage of him ; but it was not unlikely,
that cither he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous,
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di-
flemper fo litle a while before.

I know that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja-
cent 1o London, were much blamed for Crueity to the
pocr People that ran from the Contagion in . their
Diftrefs ; and many very fevere things were done, as
may be (cen from what has been faid ; but I cannot but
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and
Affiftance to the People, without apparent Danger
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and
relieve them. But as every Town were indeed Judg-
es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran
abr ad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and
driven back again into the Town and this caufed
infinite  Exclamadons and Qut-cries againft the
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu-
lar. :

And yet more or lefs, maugre all the Caution,
there was not a Town of any Note within ten (or 1
believe twenty) Miles of the Ciry, but what was
more or lefs infeéted, and had fome died among
them. I have heard the Accounts of {everal 3 fuch
as they were reckon’d up, as follows.

In
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In Enficld 32 Hertford 9o Brent-Wood 70
In Hornfey 58 Ware 160 Rumford 109
la Newington 17  Hodldon 30 Barking abt.200
InTostenbam 42 WalthamAb.23 Branford 4 32
In Edmonton 19 Epping 26 Kingfion 122
In Barnet and Deptferd 627 Stanes 82
Hadly 43 Greenwich 231 Cherifey 18
InSt. dlbans 12y Eltham and Winafor 103
Io Watford 45 Lufum 85
In Uxbridge 117  Croyden 61 cum aliis.

Another thing might render the Country more
ftrict with refpect to the Citizens. and efpecially with
refpect to the Poor; and this was what I hinted at
before, namely, that there wasa feeming Propenfi-
ty, or a wicked Inclination in thofe that were in-
fected ro infect others.

There have been great Debates among our Phy-

ficians, as to the Reafon of this; fome will have it
to be in the Nature of the Difeafe, and that it imprel-
fes every one that is fciz’d upon by it, with a kind of
a Rage, and a Hatred againl their own Kind, as if
there was a Malignity, notonly in the Diftemper to
communicate itfelf, but in the very Nature of Man,
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that a5
they fay in the Cale of a mad Dog, whotho’ the geat-
lefl Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will
fly upon and bite any one that comes next him,
and thofe as {foon as any, who had been moft obferv’d
by him before.
- Others placed it to the Account of the Corruption
of human Nature, who cannot bear 10 fee itfelf
more miferable than others of its own Species, and
has a kind of involuntary With, that all Men were
as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itfelf.

Others fay, it was only a Kind of Defperation,
not knowing or regarding what they did, and con-
fequently unconcerned at the Darger or Safety, not
only of any Body near them, but even of chemfelves

N alfe,
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alfo. And indeed when Men are once come to a
Condition to abandon themfilves, and be uncon-
cerned for the Safety, or at the Danger of themifelves,
it cannot be fo much wondered that they fhould be
carelefs of the Safety of other People.

But I choofe to give this grave Debate a quite
diffcrent Turn, and anfwer it or refolve it all by
faying, That I do not grant the Fagl, On the con-
trary, I fuy, that the Thing 15 not really fo, but
that it was a general Complaint raifed by the Peo-
ple inhabiring the out-lying Villages againft the Ci-
tizens, to jullify, or at leaft excufe thofe Hardfhips
and Severities fo much talked of, and in which Com-
plaints, both Sides may be faid to have injured one
another 5 that is to fay, the Citizens preffing to be
receiv’d and harbour’d in Time of Diftrefs, and with
the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and
Injuftice of the Country People, in being refufed Enr.
trance, and forc’d back again with their Goods and
Families; and the Inhabitants finding themfelves fo
impofed upon, and the Citizens breaking in asit were
upon them whether they would or no, complain,
that when they were infeCted, they were not only re-
gardlefs of others, but even willing to infect them ;
neither of which were really true, that is to fay, m
the Colouars they were deferib’d in,

It is true, there is fomething to be faid for the fre-
quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of
the Refolution of the People of London to come out
by Force, not only for Relicf, but to plunder and
rob, that they ran about the Streets with the Di-
ftemper upon them without any Controul ; and that
no Care was taken to fhut up Houfes, and confine
the fick People from infeéting others ; whereas, to
do the Londoners Jultice, they never praétifed fuch
things, exceptin fuch particular Cafes as 1 have men-
tion’d above, and fuch-like. On the other Hand eve-
ry thing was managed with fo much Care, and fuch
excellent Order was oblerved in the whole City and

9 Suburbs,
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alder-
men 3 and by the Juitices of the Peace, Church-war-
dens, &c. in the Out-parts, that Londen muy be a Pat-
tern to all the Cities in the World for the goodGovern-
ment and the excellent Order that was every where
kept, even in the Time of the moit violent Infcction;
and when the People were in the utmoft Confterna-

tion and Diftrefs. But of this I fhali fpeak by itfelf.
One thing, it is to be oblerv’d, was owing prin-
cipally to the Prudence of the Macrlﬁrates and. ought
to be mention’d to their Hnnuur, ( -w'z.) The Mo-
deration which they ufed in the great and difficult
Work of fhutiing up of Houfes : Itistrue, as I have
mention’d, that the fhutting up of Houfes was a
great Subject of Difcontent, and [ may fay indeed
the only Subject of Difcontest among the People at
that Time 3 for the confining the Sound in the tame
Houfe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and
the Complaints ef People fo confin’d were very grie-
vous ; they were heard into the very Streets, and
they were fometimes f{uch that called for Refent-
ment, tho’ oftner for Compaffion ; they had no way
to converfe with any of their Friends but out at their
Windows, where they would make fuch piteous La-
mentations, as often mov’d the [earts of thofe they
talk’d with, and of others who pafiing by heard their
Story 3 and ‘as thofe Complaints oftensimss reproach’d
the Scverity, and fomeumes the Infolence of the
Watchmen placed at their Doors, thofe Warchmen

wou’d anfwer faucily enough ; and pe rh.lps be apt to
affront the People who were in theStreet taiking to the
faid Families; for which, or for their ill Treatment of
the Families, I think feven or eight of them in fe-
veral Places were kill’d 5 I know rot whether [ thou'd
fay murthered or not, becavle I cannot enter into
the particular Cafes. It is true, the Watchmen were
on their Duty, and alting in the Polt where they
were plac’d by a lawful Authority 3. and killing any
publick legal Ofiicer in :II:IE Exccution of his Dﬂﬁcr,
2 18
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is always in the Language of the Law call’d Murder.
But as they were not authoriz’d by the Magiftrate’s
Inftructions, or by the Power they acted under, to
be injurious or abufive, cither to the People who
were under their Oblervation, or to any that con-
cern’d themitlves for them ; fo when they did fo,they
might be faid to act themfelves, not their Office 3
to act as private Perfons, not as Perfons employ’d 5
and confequently, if they brought Milchief upon
themfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mif-
chicf was upon their own Heads; and indeed they
had fo much the hearty Curfes of the People,whether
they dcfurv’d it or not, that whatever befel them no
body pitied them, and every body was apt to fay,
they deferv’d ir, whatever it was; nor do I remem-
ber that any body was ever punifh’d, at leaft to any
confiderable Degree, for whatever was done to the
Warchmen that guarded their Houlfgs,

\What variety of Stratageins were ulfed to efcape
and getout of Houfes thus hut up, by which the
Warchmen were deceiv’d or overpower’d, and that
the People gotaway, 1 have taken notice of already,
and fhall fay no more to that : But I fay the Magi-
{trates did moderate and eafe Families upon many
Occalions in this Cafe, and particularly in that of tak
ing away, or fuffering to be remov’d the fick Perfons
out of luch Houfes, when they were willing to be re-
mov’d either to a Peft-houfe, or other Places, and
fometimes giving the well Perfons in the Family fo
fhur up, leave to remove upon Information given
that they were well,and that they would confine them-

felves in fuch Houf:s where they went, fo longas

thould be requir’d of them. The Concern alfo of the
Magiftrates for the fupplying fuch poor Families as &
were infected 3 1fay, fupplying them with Neceffa-
ries, as well Phyfick as Food, was very great, and in
which they did not content themfclves with giving
‘the neceflary Orders to the Officers appointed, but

¢he Aldermen in Perfor,and onHorleback frequently
rid
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rid to fuch Houfes, and caus’d the Pesple to be afk’d
at their Windows, whether they were duly atrend-
ed ornot? Allo, whether they wanted any thing
that was necefiary, and if the Officers had confiant-
ly carried their Meflages,and fetch’d them fuch things
as they wanted, or not? And if they anfwer’d in the
Affirmative, all was well 3 but if they complain’d,
that they were ill fupply’d, and that the Officer did
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they
(the Officers) were generally remov’d, and others
placed in their ftead.

It is true, fuch Complaint might be unjult, and
if the Officer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would
convince the Magiltrate, that he was right, and that
the People had injur’d him, he was continued, and
they reprov’d. But this Part could not well bear a
particular Inquiry, for the Partics could very 1ll be
well heard and anfwer’d in the Street, from the Win-
dows, as was the Cafe then ; the Magiftrates there-
fore generally chofe to favour the People,and remove
the Man, a$ what feem’d to be the lealt wrong, and
of the leaft ill Confequence ; fecing if the Watchman
wasinjur’d, yet they could eafily make him amends
by giving him another Poft of the like Nature 3 but
if the Family was injur’d, there was no Satisfaction
could be made to them, the Damage perhaps being
irreparable, as it concerned their Lives.

A great variety of thefe Cafes frequently happen’d
between the Watchmen and the poor People fhutup,
befides thofe I formerly mention’d about efcaping ;
fomstimes the Watchmen were abfent, {ometmes
drunk, fometimes afleep when the People wanted
them, and fuch never fail’d to be punilh’d feverely,
as indeed they delerv’d.

But after all that was or coull be done inthefeCafes, -
the (hutting up of Houfes, fo- as to confine thofe
that were well, with thofe that were fick, hid very
great Inconveniencies in it, and {eme that were very

N3 tragical
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tragical, and which merited to have been confider’d
if there had been room for ity but it was authoriz’d
by a Law, it had the publick Goed in view, as the
End chiefly aim’d at; and all the private Injuries that
were done by the puiting it in Execution, muft be
put to the Account of the publick Benefit.

It i1s doubtful to this Day, whether in the whole
it contributed any thing to the ftop of the Infec-
tion, and indeed, 1cannﬂt fay it did ; for nothing
could run with greater I*uryr and Rage than the In-
fefion did when it was in 1s chief Violence 3 tho’
the Houles infe€ted were fhue up as exactly, and
as effettually as it was poffible. Certain it is, that if
all the infected Perfons were effectually fhut in, no
found Perfon could have been infected by them, ~be-
caufe they could not have come near them. But the
Cafe was this, and 1 fhall only touch it here, name-
ly, that the Infection was propagated infenfibly, and
by fuch Perfons as were not vifibly infeéted, who
nmhtr knew who they infeted, or who they were
infected by.

A Houfe in W hite-Chapel was fhut up for the fake
of one infected Maid, who had only Spots, not the
Tokens come outupon her, and recovered; yet thefe
People obtain’d no Liberty to ftir, neither for Air or
Exercile forty Days 3 want of Breath, Fear, Anger,
Vexation, and all the other Griefs atiending fuch an
irjurious Treatment, caft the Miftrefs of the Family
o a Fever, and Vifitors came into the Houfe, and
faid it was the Plague, tho’ the Phyficians declared
1t was not 5 however the Family were obliged to be-
gin their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Vi-
fitor or Examiner, the’ their former Quarantine
wanted but a few Days of being finifh’d.  This op-
prels’d them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as before,
{traiten’d them alfo fo much as to Room, and fer
want of Breatbing and free Air, that moft of the Fa-
mily fell fick, one cfone Diftemper, one of another,
chiefly feorbutick Allments ; only ome a violent Cholick,
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*till after feveral prolongings of their Confinement,
fome or other of thofe that came in with the Vifitors
to infpect the Perfons that were ill, in hopes of re-
leafing them, brought the Diftemper with them, and
infected the whole Houfe, and all or moft of them
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before,
but of the Plague that thofe People brought them,
who fhould have been careful to have protected them
from it ; and this was a thing which frequently
happen’d, and was indeed one of the worft Conle-
quences of fhutting Houfes up.

I had about this Time a little Hardfhip put upon
me, which I was at firft greatly afflicted at, and very
much difturb’d about; tho’ asit prov’d, it did not ex-
pofe me to any Difafter ; and this was being appointed
by the Alderman of Port/oken Ward, one of the Exa-
minars of the Houfes in the Precinét where I livd 5
we had a large Parifh, and had no lefs than cighteen
Fxaminers, as the Order cali’d us, the People call’d
us Vifitors. I endeavour’d with all my Might to be
excus’d from fuch an Employmenr, and us’d many
Argoments with the Alderman’s Deputy to be ex-
cus’d; particularly I alledged, that I was againft
fhutting up Houfes at all, and that it would be very
hard to oblige me to be an Inftrument in that which
was againft my Judgment, and which 1 did verily
believe would not anfwer the End it was intended for;
but all the Abarement I could get was only, that
whereas the Officer was appointed by my Lord Mayor
to continue two Months, I fhould be obliged to hold
it but three Weeks, on Condition neverthelefs that
I could then get fome other fufficient Houfe-keeper
to ferve the reft of the Time for me, which was, in
fhort, but a very fmall Favour, it being very diffi-
cult to get any Man to accept of fuch an Employ-
ment, that was fit to be intrulted with it.

It is true that thotting up of Hounfes had one Ef-
fect, which Iam fenfible was of Moment, namely,
it confin’d the diftemper’d People, who would other-

N 4 wile
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wife have been both very troublefome and very dan-
gerous in their running about Streets with the Di-
ftemper upon them, which when they were delirious,
they would have done in a moft frightful manner, and
as indeed they began to do at firft very much, ’till
they were thus reftrain’d; nay, {o very open they were,
that the Poor would go about and beg at Peoples
Doors, and fay they had the Plague upon them, and
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing that
delirious Nature happened to think of.

A poor unhappy Gentlewoman, a fubflantial Ci-
tizen’s Wife was (if the Story be true) murdered
by one of thefe Creatures in Aider[gaze-fireet, or that
Way : He was going along the Street, raving mad to
be fure, and finging, the People only faid, he was
drunk ; but he himfelf {aid, he had the Plague upon
Lim, which, it feems, was true 3 and meeting this
Gentlewoman, he would kifs her; fhe was terribly
frighted, as he was orly a rude Fellow,and fhe run
from him, but the Street being very thin of People,
there was no body near enough to help her: When fhe
faw he would overtake her, the turn’d,and gave him
a Thruft fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pufh’d
him down backward: But very unhappily, the being
fo near, hecaught hold of her, and pull’d her down
alfo ; and getting up firft, mafter’d her, and kifs’d
her ; and which was worft of all, when he had done,
told her he had the Plague, and why fhould not the
haveicas well ashe, She was frighted enough be-
fore, being alfo young with Child 5 but when fhe
heard him fay, ke had the Plague, fhe fcream’d out
and fell down into a Swoon, orin a Fit, which tho’®
the recovered a little, yet kill’d her in a very few
Days, and I never heard whether fhe had the Plague
or no.

Another infect=d Perfon came, and knock’d at the
Door of a Citizen’s Houfe,where they knew him very
weil 3 the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma-
fter of the Houfe was above, he ran uvp, and came

inte
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jato the Room to them as the whole Family was at
Supper : They began to rife up a ltdle furpriz'd,
not knowing what the Matter was, but he bid
them fit {till, he only came to take his leave of them.
They afk’d him. why Mr. where are you go-
ing ? Going, fays he, I have got the Sicknefs, and
fhall die to morrow Night. °Tis eafy to believe,
though not to deferibe the Confternation they were
all in, the Women and the Man’s Daughters which
were but little Girls, were frighted almoft to Death,
and got up, one running out at one Door, and one
at another, fome down-Stairs and fome up-Siairs,
and getting together as well as they could, lock’d
themlelves into their Chambers, and fcreamed out
at the Window for Help, asif they had been frighted
out of their Wits: The Mafter more compos’d than
they, tho’ bath frighted and provok’d, was going
to lay Hands on him, and throw him down-Stairs,
being in a Paffion, but then confidering a little the
Condition of the Man and the Danger of touching
him, Horror {ciz’'d his Mind, and he ftood ftill like
one aftonithed. The poor diftemper’d Man a'l this
while, being as well difeas’d in his Brain as in his
Body, ftood ftill like one amaz’d ; at length he turns
round, Ay! fays be, with all the feeming Calmnefs
imaginable, Is it fo with you all! dre you all difturb’d
at me 2 why then I'll ’en go bome and die there. And
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant
that had let in him goes down after him with a Can-
dle, but was afraid to go paft him and open the
Doaor, fo he ftood on the Stairs to {fee what he wou’d
do; the Man went and open’d the Door, and went
out and flung the Door after bim: It was fome
while before the Family recovered the Fright, but
asno ill Confequence attended, they have had Occa-
fion fince to fpeak of it (you may be fure) wich
areat Satisfattion. Tho® the Man was gone, it was
jome time, nay as I heard, fome Days before they re-
cover'd themfelves of the Hurry they were ir, nor
did
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did they go upiand down the Houfe with any affu-
rance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul-
phur, all feparately fhifted ; and wathed their Clothes,
and thelike: As to the poor Man, whether he liv’d
or dy’d I don’t remember.,

It is moft certain, that if by the Shutting up of
Houfes the Sick had not been confin’d, Multitudes
who in the height of their Fever were Delirious and
Diftracted, wou'd ha’ been continually running up
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very
great Number did fo, and offer’d all forts of Violence
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on
and bites at every one he meets ; nor can I doubt but
that fhou’d one of thofe infected difeafed Creatures
have bitten any Nan or Woman, while the Frenzy
of the Diftemper was upon them, they, I mean the
Perfon fo wounded, wogn’d as certainly ha’ been in-
curably infe&ted, as one that was fick before and had
the Tokens upon him.

I heard of one infected Creature, who running out
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguifh and agony of
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got
his Shoss on and went to put on his Coat, but the
Nurfe refifting and fnatching the Coat from him, he
threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs
and into the Street direétly to the Thames in his
Shirt, the Nurfe running after him, and calling to
the Watch to ftop him 5 but the Watchman fright-
ed gt the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go
on; upon which he ran down to the Still-yard Stairs,
threw away his Shirt, and plung’d into the Thames,
and, being a good Swimmer, fwam quite over the
River 3 and the Tide being coming in, as they call
it, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land
not till he came ahout the Falcon Siairs, where land-
ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night,
he ran about the Strects there, naked as he was, for a

good
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good while, when it being by that time High-water,
he takes the River again, and fwam back 1o the Suill-
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own
Houfe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs,
and into his Bed again ; and that this terrible Expe-
riment cur’d him of the Plague, that is to fay, that
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ftretch’d
the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were,
that is to fay under his Arms and his Groin, and
caufed them to ripen and break ; and that the cold
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood.

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any
niore than fome of the other, as a Fact within my
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch the Truth of
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur’d by
the extravagant Adventure, whichl confefs Ido not
think very poffible, but it may ferve to confirm the
many defperate Things which the diftre(s’d People
falling into, Diliriuras, and what we call Lighthead-
ednefs, were frequently run upon at that tiwe, and
how infinitely more fuch there wou’d ha’ been, if
fuch People had not been eonfin’d by the fhutting up
of Houfes; and this I take to be the beft, if not the
only good thing which was perform’d by that fevere
Method.

On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Mur-
murings were very bitter againft the thing itfelf.

It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by
to hear the piteous Cries of thofe infefted People, who
being thus out of their Underftandings by the Vio-
lence of their Pain, or the Heat of their Blood, were
either fhut in, or perhapsty’din their Beds and Chairs,
to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, and who
wou’d make adreadful Ourcry at their being confin’d,
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as
they call’d it, and as they wou’d ha” done before.

This running of diftemper’d People about the
Streets was very difmal, and the Magiftrates did
their utmoft to preveat it, but as it was gf:neraIIyEin

the
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the Night and always fudden, when fuch Attempts
were made, the Officers cou’d not be at hand to pre-
vent it, and even when any got out in the Day, the
Officers appointed did not care to meddle with them,
becaufe, as they were all grievoully infeted to be fure
when they were come to that Height, fo they were
more than ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the
moft dangerous T hings that cou’d be to touch thems
on the other Hand, they generally ran on, not know-
ing what they did, till they dropp’d down ftark Dead,
or till they had exhaufted their Spirits fo, as that they
wou’d fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or
an Hour, and which was meoft piteous to hear, they
were fure to come to themlelves intirely in that half
Hour or Hour, and then to make moit grievous and
piercing Crizs and Lamentations in the deep afflicting
Senfe of the Condition they werein. This was much
of it before the Order for fhutting up of Houfes was
ftrictly put in Execution, for at firlt the Watchmen
were not fo vigorous and [evere, as they were after-
ward in the keeping the People in; that is to fay, be-
fore they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu-
nifh’d for their Neglect, failing in their Duty, and
letting People who were under their Care flip away,
ar conniving at their going abroad, whether fick or
well.  But after they faw the Officers appointed to
examine into their Condult, were refolv’d to have
them do their Duty, or be punifh’d for the Omiffion,
they were more exalt, and the People were ftrittly
reftrain’d ; which was a thing they took fo ill, and
bore fo impatiendy, that their Difcontents can hard-
ly be defcrib’d : But there was an abfolute Neceflity
for it, that muft be confefs’d, unlefs fome other Mea-
fures had been timely enter’d upon, and it was too
late for that,

Had not this Pariicular of the Sick’s been reftrain’d

as above, been our Cafe at that time, London wou’d
ha’ been the moft dreadful Place that ever was in
the World, there wou’d for ought I kno’ have as

many
"
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many People dy’d in the Streets as dy’d in their
Houfes; for when the Diltemper was at its height,
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and
when they were {0, they wou'd never be perfwaded
to keep in their Beds but by Force; and many
“who were not ty’d, threw themf{clves out of Windows,
when they found they cou’d not get leave to go out
of their Doors.

It was for want of People converfing one with a-
nother, in this time of Calamity, that it was
impoffible any particular Perlon cow’d come at the
Knowledge of all the extraordinary Cafes that oc-
curr’d in different Fanulies ; and particularly I be-
lieve it was never know to this Day how many
People in their Diliriums drowned themfelves in the
Thames, and in the River which runs from the Mar-
thes by Hackney which we generally call’d 7are River,
or Hackney River ; as to thofe which were fer down
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few ; nor cou’d
it be known of any of thofe, whether they drowned
themfelves by Accident or not: But I believe, I
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of
my Knowledge or Obfervation, really drowned them-
felves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of
all put together, for many of the Bodies were never
found, who, yet were known to be loft ; and the like
in other Methods of Self-Deftruétion. There was alfo
One Man in or about Whitecrofs-fireet, burnt himfelf
to Death in his Bed; fome faid it was done by him-
felf, others that it was by the Treachery of the
Nurfe that attended him ; but that he had the Plague
upon him was agreed by all.

It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence allo,
and which I have many times thought of at that
time, that no Fires, or no confiderable ones at leaft,
happen’d in the City, during that Year, which, if ic
had been otherwife, would have been very dreadful s
and either the People mult have let them alone un-
quenched, or have come together in great Crowds

and -
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and Throngs, unconcern’d at the Danger of the In-
fection, not concerned at the Houfes they weat into,
at the Goods they handled, or at the Perfons or the
People they came among: But fo it was, that ex-
ceptng that in Cripplegate Parifh, and two or three
little Ervptions of Fires, which were prefently ex-
tinguith’d, there was no Difaller of that kind hap-
pen’d in the whole Year. They told us a Story of
a Houle in a Place call’d Swan-Alley, pafling from
Gofwell firect near the End of Oldftrest into St. Fobn-
Slreer, thata Family was infected there, in fo terri-
ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died ; the
laft Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is fuppofed,
had laid her felf all along to die juft before the Fire 5
the Fire, it feems had fallen from its Place, being of
‘Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joifts
they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but
had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho’ the had lit-
tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itfelf,
not hurting the Relt of the Houle, tho® it was a
flight timber Houfe, How true this might be, I
do not determine, but the City being to fuffer fe-
verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very
little of that Calamity.

Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago-
ny threw People into, and how I have mention’d in
their Madnefs, when they were alone, they did ma-
ny defperate Things ; it was very {trange there were
no more Difafters of that kind.

It bas been frequently afk’d me, and I cannot fay,
that 1 ever knew how to give a direct Anfwer to it,
How it came to pafs that fo many iafectcd People
appear’d abroad in the Strects, at the fame time that
the Houfes which were infected were fo vigilantdy
fearched, and all of them fhut vp and guarded as they
wgrE| 1 i

I confefs, I know not what Anfwer to give to this,
unlefs it be this, that in fo great and populous a City
as this 1s, it was impoflible to difcover every Houfe

that




the PLAGUE, 191

that was infefted as foon as it was fo, or to fhut up
all the Houfes that were infefted : fo chat People
had the Liberty of going about the Strects, even
where they plealed, unlels they were known to be-
long to fuch and fuch infeéted Houfes,

Ic is true, that as feveral Phyficians told my Lord
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was fuch as fome
particular Times, and People ficken’d f{o faft, and
died fo foon, that it was impoffible and indeed to no
purpofe to go about to enquire who was fick and who
was well, or to fhut them vp with fuch Exadnefs,
as the thing required ; almoft every Houfe in a whole
Strect being infected, and in many Places every Per-
fon in fome of the Houles ; and that which was ftill
worle, by the time that the Houfes were known to
be infeted, moft of the Perfons infected would be
ftone dead, and the reft run away for Fear of be-
ing fhut up; fo that it was to very fmall Purpofe, to
cail them infeéted Houfes and thut them up ; the
Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the
Houfe, before it was really known, that the Family
was any way touch’d.

This might be fufficient to convince any reafon-
able Perfon, that as it was not in the Power of the
Magiltrates, or of any human Mcthods or Policy,
to prevent the fpreading the Infection; fo that this
way of fhutting up of Houfes was perfectly infuffi-
cient for that End. Indeed it feemed to have no man-
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable
to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular
Families, that were fo fhut up; and as far as I was
employed by the Publick in directing that Severity,
I frequently found occafion to fee, that it was inca-
pable of anfwering the End. For example as I
was deflired as a Vifitor or Examiner to enquire
into the Particulars of feveral Familics which were
infeted, we fcarce came to any Houfe where
the Plague had vifibly appear’d in the Family but
that fome of the Family were fled and gone ; the

Magi-
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Magiftrates would refent this, and charge the Exd»
miners with being remifs in their Examination or
Tnfpeétion : But by that means Houfes were long in-
fected before it was known, Now, as | was in this
. dangerous Office but half the appointed Time, which
was two Months, it was long enough to inform
myfelf, that we were no way capible of coming at
the Knowledge of the true ftate of any Family, but
by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours ; as
for going into every Houfe to fzarch, that was a part
no Authority wou’d offer to impole on the Inhabi-
tants, or any Citizen wou’d undertake, for it wou’d
ha’ been expofing us to certain Infection and Death,
and to the Ruin of our own Families as well as of
ourfelves 3 nor wou’d any Citizen of Probity, and
that cou’d be depended upon, have ftaid in the Town,
if they had been made liable to fuch a Severity.
Seeing then that we cou’d come at the Certainty
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the
Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou’d
not juftly depend, it was not poffible, but that the
Incertainty of this Matter wou’d remain as above.
" It is true, Mafters of Families were bound by the
Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place
wherein he liv’d, within two Hours afier he fhou’d
difcover it, of any Perfon being fick in his Houfe,
that is to fay, having Signs of the InfeCtion, but they
found fo many Ways to evade this, and excufe their
Negligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, till
they had taken Meafures to have every one efcape out
of the Houfe, who had a Mind to efcape, whether
they were Sick or Sound ; and while this was fo, 1t
is eafy to fee, that the fhutting up of Houfes was
no way to be depended upon, asa fufficient Method
for putting a flop to the Infection, becaufe, as I have

faid elfewhere, many of thofe that fo went out of

thofe infected Houfes, had the Plague really upon
them, tho’ they might really think themfelves Sound :
And fome of thefe were the People that walk’d the

Strects
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Streets till they fell down dead, not that they were
fuddenly ftruck with the Diftemper, as with a Bul-
let that killed with the Stroke, but that they really
had the Infe&ion in their Blood long before, only,
that as ic prey’d fecretly on the Vitals, it appear’d
not till it feized the Heart with a mortal Power, and
the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fudden
Fainting, or an Apoplectick Fit,

I know that fome, even of our Phyficians, thought,
for a time, thatthofe People that fo died in the Streets
were feized but that Moment they fell, as if they had
been touch’d by a Stroke from Heaven, as Men are
kill’d by a Flafh of Lightning ; but they found Reafon
to alter their Opinion afterward; for upon examin-
ing the Bodies of fuch, after they were dead, they al-
ways either had Tokens upon them, or other evi-
dent Proofs of the Diftemper having been longer up-
on them than they had otherwife expected.

This often was the Reafon, that, as I have faid,
we that were Examiners were not able to come at the
Knowledge of the Infeftion being entered into a
Houfe till it was too late to fhut it up 5 and fometimes
not till the People that were lefc were all dead, In
Petticoat-lane two Houfes together were infected, and
leveral People fick 5 but the Diftemper was fo well
concealed, the Examiner, who was my Neighbour,
got no Knowledge of it, till Noiice was fent him
that the People were all dead, and that the Cars
fhould call there to fetch them away., The two
Heads of the Families concerted their Meafures, and
fo order’d their Matters, as that when the Examiner
was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared gene-
rally at a time, and anfwer’d, that is, lied for one
another, or got fome of the Neighbourhood 1o fay
they were all in Health, and, perbaps, knew no ber-
ter, till Death making it impoflible to keep it any
longer as a Secret, the dead Carts were called in
the Night, to both the Houfts, and fo it became
| Q pub-
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public ; ‘but . when the Examiner ordered the Con-
itable to fhut up the Houfes, there was no body left
in them but three People, two in one Houfe, and one
in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfe,
who acknowledg’d, that they had buried five before,
that the Houfes had been infeted nine or ten Days,
and that for all the reft of the two Families, which
were many, they were gone, fome fick, fome well,
or whether fick or well, could not be known.

In like manner, at another Houfe in the fame
T.ane, a Man having his Family infcCted, but very
unwilling to be fhut up, when he could conceal it
no longer, fhut up himfelf; that is to fay, he fet
the great red Crofs upon his Door, with the Words
Lozp mave Mercy uron us;and fo deluded the
Examiner, who fuppos’d it had been done by the
Conftable, by Order of the other Examiner, for there
were two Examiners to every Diftriét or Precinét 5
by this Means he had free Egrefs and Regrefs into
his. Houfe again, and out of it, as he pleas’d, not-
withftanding it was infeéted 5 till at length his Sera-
tagem was found out, and then he, with the found
Part of his Servants and Family, made off, and e~
feaped 3 o they were not thut up at all. . -

‘Thefe Things made it very. hard, if not impoffitle,
as I bave [aid, to prevent the fpreading of an Infec-

4

N

tion, by the fhutting up of Houfes, unlefs the People |
would think the fhutting up of their Houfes no Grie-
vance, and be fo willing to have it done, as that
~they would give Notice duly and faithfully to the
Magiftrates of their being infected, as foon as g
was known by themfelves : But as that cannot be
expefted from them, and the Examiners cannot be
{uppofed, as above, to go into their Houles to vifie. -
and fearch, all the Good of fhutting vp Houfes
will be defeated, and few Houfes will be: fhut up ini
time, except thofe of the Poor, who cannot con«
ceal it, and of fome People who will bedifcover’d hyl"?
a y the ™
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to fee that they were found, and might not infeét
others 3 and we thought twenty or thirty Days e-
nough for this,

Now, certainly, if Houfes had been provided on |

purpofe, for thofe that were found, to perform this
demy Quarentine in, they wou’d have much lefs
Reafon to think themfelves injur’d in fuch a Re-
ftraint, than in being confined with infected Peo-
ple in the Houfes where they liv'd.

It is here, however, to be obferved, that after the
Funerals became fo many, that People could not toll
the Bell, mourn, or wecp, or wear Black for one
another, as they did before ; no, nor fo much as make
Coffins for thole that died ; fo after a while the Fury
of the Infeion appeared to be fo encrealed, that,in
fhort, they fhut up no Houfes at all 5 it feem’d e-
nough that all the Remedics of that Kind had been
ufed till they were found fruitlefs, and that the
Plague {?ftﬂd itfelf with an irrefiftible Fury 5 fo that
as the Fire, the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf, and
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in de-
fpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh it,

{o in the Plague, it came at laft to fuch Violence,
that the People fat ftill looking at one another, and
{eem’d quite abandon’d 1o Defpair whole Streets

feem’d to be defolated, and not tobe fhut up only,but
to be empty’d of their Inhabitants ; Doors were left
open, Windows flood fhattering with the Wind in
empty Houfes, for want of People to thut them : In
a Word, People began to give up themlelves to their
Fears, and to think that all Regulations and Methods
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho-
ped for bur an univerfal Defolation 3 and it was even
in the Height of this general Defpair, that it pleafs
ed God to ftay his Hand, and to flacken the Fu-
ry of the Cortagion, in fuch a Manner, as was even |
furprizing, like its beginning, and demonftrated it
to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if“
net
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and which ufed to be fupplied from our End of the
Town was abated ; the Exchange was not kept fhut
indeed, but it was no more frequented 3 the Fires
were loft 3 they had been almoft extinguifhed for
fome Days, bya very fmart and haily Rain: But
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infifted, that
they were not only no Behefit,> but injurious to the.
Heaith of. People. This they made a loud Clamour
about, and complain’d to the Lord’ Mayorabout it.
On the other hand, others:of the fame Faculty,
and eminent too, oppofed them, and gave their
Reafons why the Fires were and muft be. uféful to
affwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I ‘cannot
cive a full Account of their Arguments on both
Sides 5 only this I remember, .that they cavilled very
much with éne:another; fome were for Fires, but
that chey muft be made of Wiood, and not Coal,’
and of particular forts of Wood oo, fuch as Fir in’
particular, or Cedar, becaufeof the ftrong Effluvia of'
‘Furpentine ; others were for Coal and not Wood,
hecaule of the Sulphur and Bitumen; and_ others
were for neicher-one or other,  Upon the whole,
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and cipeci-
ally on this Account, namely. that the Plague was fo
fierce, that they faw evidently it defied ali Means, and
rather feemed to encreafe than decreafe, upon any
Application to check and abate it ;5 and yet this
ﬁmézeméﬁ_l: ‘of ' the Magiftrates proceeded rather
from want of being able to apply any Means fuc-
cefsfully, thanfrom any Unwillingnefs, cither to ex~
: themfelves, or undertake the Care and Wei

of Bufinefs ; for, to do them Juftice, they neither
fpared their Pains or their Perfons 3 but nothing
anfwered, the InfeCtion raged, and the People were
now frighted ‘and terrified to the laft Degree, fo
that, as 1 may fay, they gavethemlelves up, and,
as 1 mentioned above, abandoned themfelves ta
their Defpairs :

But i
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- Bat let me obferve here, that when T fiy the Peo-
ple abandoned themfelves to Defpair, I do not miean
to what Men call a religious Defpair, or a Defpair
of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their
being able to efcape the Infection, or to outlive the
Plague, which they faw was fo raging and fo irre-
fiftible in its Force, that indeed few People that
were touch’d with it in its height, about Auguft and
September, efcaped’; and,  which is very particular,
contraty to its ordinary Operation in Fune and Fuly,
dnd-the Beginning of Auguft, when,as 1 have ob-
ferv’d, many were infected, and continued fo many
Days, and then went off, after havihg had the
Poifon in'their Blood a long time ; but now on the
contrary, moft of the People who were taken dure-
ing the two laft Weeks in Auguf, and in the three
firt Weeks in September, generally died in two
or three Days at ‘fartheft, and many the very
{fame Day they were taken ; whether the Dog-days,
or as our Aftrologers pretended to exprefs them-
felves, the Influence of the Dog-Star "had that ma-
lignant Effect 3 or all thofc who had the Seeds of
Infection before in them, brought it up to a Ma-
turity at that time alrogether, I know not 3 but this
was the Time when it was reported, that above
3000 People died in one Night ; and they that
‘wou’d have us believe they more critically obferved
‘it, pretend to fay, that they all died within the Space
of two Hours, viz. between the Hours of One and
Three in the Morning.
Asto the Suddennefs of People’sdying at this time,
“more than before, there were innumerable Inftances
of it, and I could name feveral in my Neighbour-
hood ; one Family without the Bars, and not far from
me, were all {eemingly well on the Monday, being
“Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and one
Apprentice were taken ill; and died the next Morn-
‘ing, when the other Apprentice and two Children
O 4 were
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were touch’d, whereof one died the fame Even-
ing, and the other two on Wednefday 5 in a Word,
by Saturday at Noon, the Mafter, Miftrefs, four
Children, and four Servants, were ali gone, and the
Houf left entirely empty, except an ancient Wo-
man, who came in to take Charge of the Goods for
the Mafter of the Family’s Brother, who liv’d not
far off, and who had not been fick. g1 5

Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peo-
ple being carried away dead, and efpecially. in an
Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Bars, go-
ing in at the Sign of Mofes and Aaron 5 there were fe-
veral Houfes together, which (they faid) had not one
Perfon left alive in them, and fome that died laft in
feveral of thofe Houfes,were left a )iitle too 100g be-
fore they were fetch’d out to be bury’d ; the Reafon
‘of which was not, as fome have written, very untru-
ly, that the living were not fufficient to bury the
dead ; but thatthe Mortali v was fo greatin theYard,
or Alley, that there was no-body left to give Nortice
to the Buriers or Sextons, that there were any dead
Bodics there to be bury’d. It was faid, how true I
know not, that fome of thofe Bodies were fo much cor-
rupted, and forowen, that it was with Difficulty they
were cairry’d 3 and as the Carts could not come any
nearer than tothe Alley-Gate in the High-ftreet, it
was fo much the more difficult to bring them along 3
but I am not certain how many Bodies were then
lefc. 1 am fure that ordinarily it was not fo.

AsI have mention’d how the People were brought
into a Condition to defpair of Life, and abandon
themfelves, fo this very Thing had a ftrange Effect
among us for three or four Weeks, that 1s, it made

th 'm bold and venturous, they were no more fhy of

one another, or reltraincd within Doors, but went

any where, and every where, and began to converfe 5
one wou!d fay to another, I do not afk you how you
are, or fay how Iam, it is cerain we fhall all go,

fa
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fo *tis no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo
they run defperately into any Place orany Company.

~Asit brought the People into Public Company,
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd
into the Churches ; they inquir’d no more into who
they fat nearto,or far from, whatoffenfive Smells they
met with, or what Condition the People feemed to be
in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo many dead
Corpfes, they come to the Churches without the leaft
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives
were of no Confequence, compar’d to the Work
which they came about there : Indeed, the Zeal
which they fhew’d in coming, and the Earneftnefs
and Affection they fhew’d in their Attention to what
they heard, made it manifeft whata Value People
would all put vpon the Worfhip of God, if they
thought every Day they attended at the Church
that it would be their laft.

Nor was it without other ftrange Effeéts, for it
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a-
bout the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted,
but that many of the Minifters of the Parifh Chur-
ches were cut off among others, in fo common and
dreadful a Calamity 3 and others had not Courage
enough to ftand it, but removed into the Country
as they found Means for Efcape ; as then fome Pa-
rith-Churches were quite vacant and forfaken, the
People made no Scruple of defiring fuch Diffenters
as had been a few Years before depriv’d of their Li-
vings, by Virtue of the Act of Parliament call’d,
The ALt of Eniformity, to preach in the Churches, nor
did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any
Difficulty of accepting their Affiltance; fo that ma-
ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had
their Mouths open’d on this Occafion, and preach’d
publickly to the People,

Here
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- Here we may obferve, and I hope it' will not be
amils to take notice of it, that a near view of Death
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles one
to another, and that it is chiefly jowing to our
ealy Situation in Lifé, and our putting thefe Things
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, 1l
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and
of Chriftian Union fo much kept and fo far car-
ry’d on among us. as it is : Another Plague Year
would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con-
verfing with Death; ‘or with Difeafes that threaten
Death, 'would fcum off the Gall from our Tem-
pers, remove  the - Animofities among us, and
bring vs to fee with differing Eyes, than ‘thofe
which we look’d on Things with ' before ; as
the People who had béén ufed to joip ‘with the
Church, were reconcil’d at this Time, with the
admitting the Diffenters to preach to  them':
So: the Diffenters, who with an uncommon Preju-
dice, had broken off from the Communion of the
Church of Fngland, were now content to come to
their Parifh-Churches, and to conform to the Wor-
fhip which they did not appreve of before; but as
the Terror of the Infe&tion abated; thole Things
all returned again to 'their lefs  defirable Chan:a',
and to the Courfe they were in before.

I mention this but hiflerically, I have no mind
to enter into Arguments to move  either, or both
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a-
nother ; I'do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif-
courfe would be' either fuitable or' fuccefiful ; the
Breaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi-
dening further, than to clofing, and who am I that
¥ thould think myfelf able to influence either one
Side or other? Bur this'I may repeat again, that
s evident Death will reconcile usall 5 on the o-
ther Side the Grave we fhall be all Brethren again
T Heaven, whether, I hope we may come from all

Parties
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Parties and Perfwafions, we fhall find neither Pre-
Judice or Scruple ; there we fhall be of one Principle
and of one Opinion : why we cannot be content to
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we fhall join
Heaic and Hand without the leaft Hefitation, and
with the moft compleat Harmony and Affeétion ; I
fay, why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to,
neicher fhall T fay any thing move of it, but that ic
remains te be lamented. -
 Tcould dwell a great while upon the Calamities
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the
Objeéts that appear’d among us every Day, the
dreadful Extravagancies which the Diftradtion of
fick People drove them into; how the Streets be-
gan npow w0 be ‘folier of frightful Objecls, and Fa-
milies to'be ade even a Terror to themfelves:
But after I have told you, as' T have above, that
one Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no
other Way to deliver himfelf, fet the Bed on fire
with his Candle, which unhappily ftood within his
reach; and burnt himfelf in his Bed. And how
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore,
danced and fung naked in the Streets, not know-
ing one Extafy from another 3 I fay, after I have
mention’d thefe Things, What can be added more ?
What can be faid to reprefent the Mifery of thefe
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him
a more perfe&t Idea of a complicated Diftrefs?

I muft acknowledge that this Time was terri-
ble, that I was fometimes at the End of all my Re-
folutions, and that I had not the Ceurage that I had
at the Beginning, As the Extremity brought other
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except,
having made my Voyage down to Blackwall and
Greenwich, as | have related, which was an Excur«
fion, T kept afterwards very much within Doors,
as | had for about a Fortnight before ; I have faid
already, that 1 repented feveral times that I had

L ventur'd
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ventur’d to ftay in Town, and had not gone away
with my Brother, and his Family, but it it was too
Jate for that now ; and after L had retreated and ftay’d
within Doors a good while before my Impatience
led me Abroad, then they call’d me, as I have faid,
to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought
me out again; but as that was expir’d, while the
hight of the Diftemper lafted, I retir’d again, and con-
tinued clofe ten or twelve Days more; during
which many difmal Speftacles reprefented them-
felves in my View, out of my own Windows, and
in our own Streer, as that particularly from Har-
row Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which
danced and fung in his Agony, and many others
there were: Scarce a Day or Night pafs’d over, but
fome difmal Thing or other happened at the End
of that Harrew- Alley, which was a Place full of poor
People, moft of them belonging to the Butchers, or

to Employments depending upon the Butchery.
Sometimes Heaps and T'hrongs of People would
burft out of the Alley, moft of them Women,
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or compound-
ed of Screetches, Cryings and Calling one another,
that we could not conceive what to make of it ;
almoft all the dead Part of the Night the dead
Cart ftood at the End of that Alley, for if it went
in it could not well turn again, and could go in
but a little Way. There, 1 fay, it ftood to receive
dead Bodies, and as the Church-Yard was but a
little Way off, if it went away full it would foon
be back again : It is impoffible to defcribe the moft
horrrible Cries and Noife the poor People would
make at their bringing the dead Bodies of their
Children and Friends out of the Cart, and by the
Number one would have thought, there had been
none left behind, or that there were People enough
for a [mall City living in thofe Places: Several
tumes they cryed Murther, fometimes Fire 5 bug
1L
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it was eafy to perceive it was all Diftraction, and
the Complaints of diftrefs’d and diltemper’d Peo-
ple.

I believe it wasevery where thus at that time, for
the Plague rag’d for {ix or feven Weeks beyond all
that I have excpefs’d ; and came even to fuch a
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break
into that excellent Order, of which I have fpoken
fo much, in behalf of the Magiftrates, namely,
that no dead Bodies were feen 1In the Strects or
Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neccfiity,
in this Extremity, to bear with its being otherwife,
for a littdle while.

One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I
thought it was extraordinary ; at leaft, it feemed a
remarkable Hand of Divine Juftice, (wiz.) That
all the Pred&iors, Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers,
and what they call’d cunning-Men, Conjurers, and
the like 3 Calculators of Natvities, and Dreamers
of Dreams, and fuch People, were gone and va-
nith’d, not one of them was to befound : I am,
verily, perfwaded that a great Number of them fell
in the heat of ‘the Calamity, having ventured to
flay upon thz Prolpeé& of getiing great Eftates 5
and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time,
through the Madnefs and Folly of the People ; but
now they were filent, many of them went to their
long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or
to calculate their own Nativities ; fome have been
critical enough to fay, that every one of them dy’d;
1 dare not affirm that; but this I mult own, that
I never heard of one of them that ever appeard
after the Calamity was over.

Bat to return to my particular Obfervations,
during this dreadful part of the Vifitation: Iam
now come, as I have faid, to the Month of Sep-
tember, which was the moft dreadful of its kind, I
believe, that ever London faw ; for by all the Ac-

counts



206 The H IS/ T ORY of
Counts which I have feen of the preceding Vifita-
tions which have been i1 London, nothing has been
like ic; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount-
ing to almoft 40,000 from the 22d of Auguft, to
the 26th of September, being but five Weeks, the
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz)

From Auguft the 22d to the 2gth ~ 7496

Tothe sth of Septesiber—— —u 8252

To the 12th ——ne — " 4690

To the 19th — = 8297

To the 26th e——  —u —_. 6460

oAl X2 38195
This was a prodigious Number of itfelf, but if

I thould add the Reafons which I have to believe
that this Account was dcficient, and how déficient
it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be-
lieve that there died above ten Thoufand a Week for
all thofe Weeks, one Weck with another, and a
roportion for feveral Wecks both before and af-
ter: The Coofufion among the People, efpecially
within the City at that time, was inexpreffible 3 the
Terror was fo great at lalt, that the Courage of the
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began
to fail them 3 nay, feveral of them died, altho’ they
had the Diltemper before, and were recover’d';
and fome of them drop’d dewn when they have
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and
Juft ready to throw them in j and this Confufion
was greater in the City, becaufe they had flacs
ter’d themfelves with Hopes of efcaping : And
thought the Bitternefs of Death was pait : One
Cart they told us, going up Shereditch, was for=
faken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to
drive, he died in the Swreet, and the Horfes going
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, iome
thrown out here, fome there, in a difmal manner 3
Ancther Cart was it feems found in the great
. Pit
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Pit in Finsbury Fields, the Driver being dead, or
having been gone and abandon’d it, and the Horfes
running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the
Horfes in alfo: Tt was fuggefted that the Driver
~was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up-
on him, by Reafon his Whip was feen to be in
the Pic among the Bodies ; but that, I fuppofe,
cou’d not be certain,

In our Parith of Aldgate, the Dead Carts
were feveral times, as I have heard, found ftand-
ing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies,
but neither Bellman or Driver, or any one elfe
with it 3 neither in thefe, or many other Cafes, did
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for
fometimes they were let down with Ropes our of
Balconies and out of Windows; and fometimes
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes
other People ;5 nor, as the Men themfelves faid, did
they trouble themfelves to keep any Account of the
Numbers. |

The Vigilance of the Magiftrate was now put
to the utmoft Trial, and it muft be confefs’d, can
never be enough acknowledg’d on this Occafion
allo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were ar,
two Things were never neglected in the City or
Suburbs either.

1. Provitions were always to be had in full Plenty,
and the Price not much rais’d ncicher, hardly worth
fpeaking,

2. Nodead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered ;
and if one walk’d from one end of the City to ano-
ther, no Funeral or fign of it was to be feen in the
Day-time, except a little, as I have faid above, in
the three firft Weeks in Seprember.

This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ’d,
when fome Accounts which others have publithed
fince that fhall be feen, wherein they fay, that the
Dead layunburied, which I am affured was vtrerly

falle s
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falfe ; at leaft, if it had been any where fo, it muft
ha’ been in Houfes where the Living were gone
from the Dead, having found means, as I have ob-
ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi-
ven to the Officers : All which amounts to nothing
at all in the Cafe in Hand ; for this I am pofitive
in, having myfelf been employ’d a little in the Di-
rection of that Part in the Parifh in which I livd,
and where as great a Defolation was made in
proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as was
any where. Ifay, I am fure that there were no
dead Bodies remain’d unburied ; that is to fay,
none that the proper Officers knew of ; none for
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might
liein Houfesand Holes, as in Mo/es and Aaron Alley, is
nothing ; for it is moft certain, they were buried as
foon as they were found. As to the firlt Article,
namely, of Provifions, the Scarcity or Dearnefs, tho’
I have mention’d it before, and fhall fpeak of it a-
gain ; yet I muft obferve here,

(1.) The Price of Bread in particular was not
much raifed ; for in the Beginning of the Year (viz.)

In the firlt Week in March, the Penny Wheaten -

Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height

of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun-

ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that
Seafon : And about the beginning of Nevember it
was fold ten Ounces and a half again; the like of
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City,
under fo dreadful a Vifitation before.

('?..) Nﬂi-
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(2.) Neither was there (which I wondered much
at) any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open o fu pply
the People with Bread ; but this was indeed alledg’d
by fome Families, vz, That their Maid-Servants
going to the Bake-houfes with their Dough to be
baked, which was then the Cuftom, fometimes came
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to fay, the Plague
upon thermn,

In all this dreadful Vifitation, there were, as [
have faid before, but two Peft-houfes made ufe of,
viz, One in the Fields beyond Old-Sereet, and one in
Weminfier ; neither was there any Compulfion us’d
in .carrying People thither: Indeed there was no
need of Compulfion in the Cafe, for there were
Thoufands of poor diftreffed People, who having po
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplics but of Chari-
- ty, would have been very glad to have been carried

thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was
the only thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole
publick Management of the City : feeing no Body
was here allowed to be brought to the Peft-houfe,
but where Money was given, or Security for Money,
either at their introducing, or upon their being
curcd and fent out; for very many were fent out again
whole, and very good Phyficians were appointed to
thofe Places, fo that manyPeoule did very well there,
of which I fhall make Mention again, The princi-
al Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid,
ervants, who got the Diftemper by going of Er-
rands to fetch Necefaries to the Families where they
Jived : and who in that Cafe, if they came Home
fick, were remov’d to prelerve thereft of the Houfes
‘and they were fo well lool’d after there, in all the
time of the Vifiration, that there was but 156 buried
in all az the London Pelt houfe, and 159 at that of

Weminfier.
. By having more Peft-houfes, I am far from mean-
ing a forcing all People into fuch Places, Fad the
| ' thutting
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fhutting up of Houfes been omitted, and the Sick
hurried out of their Dwellings to Peft-houfes, as
fome propofed, it feems, at that time as well as fince,
it would certainly have been much worfe than it
was ; the very removing the Sick, would have been
a fpreading of the Infection, and the rather becaufe
that removing could not effectually clear the Houle,
where the fick Perfon was, of the Diftemper; and the
reft of the Family being then left at Liberty would -
certainly {pread it among othess.

T'he Methods alfo in private Families,which would
have been univerfally ufed to have concealed the
Diftemper, and to have concealed the Perfons being
fick, would have been fuch, that the Diftemper
would fometimes have feized a whole Family before
any Vilitors or Examiners could have known of it:
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which
would have been fick at a time,would have exceeded all
the Capacity of publick Peft-houfes to receive them,
or of publick Officers to difcover and remove them.

This was well confidered in thofe Days, and 1
have heard them talk of it often : The Magiftrates
had enough to do to bring People to fubmit to hav- =
ing: their Houfes fhut up, and many Ways they de-
ceived the Watchmen, and got out, as I have ob-
{erved : But thar Difficulty made it apparent, that
they would have found it impracticable to have gone
the other way to Work ; for they could never have
forced the fick People out of their Beds, and out of -
their Dwellings; it muft not have been my Lord |
Mayor’s Officers, butan Army of Officers that muft
have attempted it; and the People, on the other hand,
would have beer enraged and defperate, and would
have kill’d thofe that fhould have offered to have
meddled with them or with their Children and Re-.
lations, whatever had befallen them for it fo that
they would have made the People, who, as it was,
were in the moft terrible Diftraction imaginable 3 T

fay,

'3
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fay, they would have made them ftark mad ; where-
as the Magiftrates found it proper on feveral Ac-
counts to treat them with Lenity and Compafiion,
and not with Violenceand Terror, fuch as drageing
the Sick out of their Houfes, or obliging them to
remove themfélves, would have been,

This leads me again to mention the Time, when
the Plague firlt began, that is to fay, when it be-
came certain that it would fpread over the whale
Town, when, as I have fuid, the better fort of
People firft took the Alarm, and begun to hurry
themfelves out of Town : It was true, as I oblerved
in its Place, that the Throng was {o great, and the
Coaches, Horfes, Waggons and Carts were {o many,
driving and dragging the People away, that it look’d
as if all the City was running away ; and had any
Regulations been publifh’d that had been terrifying
ar that time, efpecially fuch as would pretend to
difpofe of the People, otherwife than they would
difpofe of themfelves, it would have put both the
City and Suburbs into the utmoft Confufion.

But the Magiftrates wifely caus’d the People to be
encourag’d, made very good By-Laws for the regu-
lating the Citizens,keeping good Order in the Streets,
and making every thing as eligible as poflible to
all Sorts of People.

In the firt Place, the Lord Mayor and the She-
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Nuthber
~of the Common Council-Mcn, or their Deputies,
‘came to a Refolution and publifb’dit,viz.*“Tha they
¢ would not quit the City themfclves, but that they
¢¢ would be always at hand for the preferviig good
%¢ Order in every Place, and for the doing Juftice on
¢ all Occafions 3 as alfo for the diltributing the
4¢ publick Charity to the Poor; and in a Word, for
‘% the doing the Dury, and difcharging the Truft
¢ repos’d in them by the Citizens, to the utmoft of
¢ their Power.
| Pa In
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In Purfuance of thefe Orders, the Lord Mayor,
Sherifis, &¢. held Councilsevery Day more or lefs,
for making fuch Difpofitions as they found need-
ful for preferving the Civil Peace; and tho’ they
uled the People with all poffible Gentlenefs and Cle-
mency, yet all manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch-
as Thieves, Houfe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead,
or of the Sick, were duly punifh’d, and feveral De-
clarations were continually publifhed by the Lord -
Mayor and Court of Aldermen againft fuch.

Alfo all Conftables and Church-wardens were en-
join’d to ftay in the City vpen fevere Penalties, or
to depute fuch able and fufficient Houfc-keepers, as
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of
the Precinét fhould approve, and for whom they
fhould give Security ; and alfo Security in cafe of
Mortality, that they would forthwith conflitute
other Conftables in their ftead.

The'e things re-eftablifh’d the Minds of the People
very much, cfpecially in the firft of their Fright,
when they talk’d of makipg fo univerfal a Flight,
that the City would have beenin Danger of being’
entirely deferted of its Inhahitants, except the Poors
and the Country of being plunder’d and laid walte
by the Muliitude, Nor were the Magiftrates de-
ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro-
mifed it ; for my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were
continually in the Streets, and at Places of the great-
eft Danger, and tho’ they did not care for having too
great a Refort of People crouding about them, yet
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the PeopleAc-
cefs to them, and heard with Patience all their
Grievances and Complaints 3 my Lord Mayor had
a low Gallery built on purpofe in his Hall, wher
he tood a little remov’d from the Croud when any
Complaint came ta be heard, that he might appear
with as much Safety as poffible,

Likewife
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. Likewife the proper Officers, called my Lard
Mayor’s Officers, conftantly attended in their Turns,
as they werein waiting 5 and if any of them were
fick or infefted, as fome of them were, others were
inftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their

 Places, till it was known whether the other {hould
live or die.

1In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in
their feveral Stations and Wards, where they were
placed by Office, and the Sheriff’s Officers or Ser-
jeants were appointed to receive Orders from the
refpective Aldermen in their Turn 5 fo that Juftice
was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares,
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markers
obferv’d ; and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to
fee that the Country Pcople had all poflible En-
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the

Markets, and going back again 3 and that no Nu-
fances or frightful Obje&ts thould be feen in the

Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to

come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular

Order, and the Mafter of the Bakers Company

was, with his Court of Albftants, direCted to fee

the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation put
in Execution, and the due Aflize of Bread, which
was weekly appointed by myLord Mayor, obferv’d,
and all the Bakers were obliz’d to keep their Ovens
coing conftantly, on pain of lofing the Privileges of
a Freeman of the Cicy of London. :
By this means, Bread was always to be had in

Plenty, and as cheap asufual, a: I faid above ; and

Provifions were never wanting in the Markets, even

to fuch a Degree, that I often wonder’d at 1t, and
reproach’d my felf with being fo timoreus and cau-

P3 A
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tious in ftirring abroad, when the Country People
came freely and boldly to Marker, as if there had
been no manner of Infection in the City, or Danger
of cathing it,

It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduétin
the fuid Magiftrates, that the Streets were kept con-
ftantly clear, and free from all manner of frightful
Objects, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were in-
decent or unpleafant, unlels where any Body fell
down fuddenly or died in the Streets, a5 I bave faid
above, and thefe were generally covered with fome
Cloth or Blanket, or removed into the next Church-
yard, till Nighr : All the needful Works that carried
Terror with them, that were both difmal and dan-
gerous, were done in the Night ; if any difeas’d
Bodies were remov’d, or dead Bodies buried, or in-
fected Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night; and
all the Bodies, which were thrown into the great
Pitsin the feveral Church-yards or burying Grounds,
as bas been obferv’d, were fo remov’d in the Night ;
and every thing was covered and clofed before Day :
So that in the Day-time there was not the leaft Sig-
nal of the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except
what was to be obferv’d from the Emptinefs of the
Streets, and fometimes from the paffionate Out-
cries and Lamentations of the P:opﬁ: out at their
Windows, and from the Numbers of Houfes and
Shops fhut up,

Nor was the Silence and Emptinefs of the Streets
fo much in the City as in the Out-parts, except juft
at one particular time,when, as I have mention’d, the
Plague came Eaft, and fpread over all the City ; It
was indeed a merciful Difpofition of God, that as the
Plague began at one End of the Town firft, as bas
been obferv'd at large, fo it proceeded progreffively.to
other Parts, and did not come on this way or Eaft-
ward, till it had fpent its Fury in the Weft part of

the




the PL A G U E. 215

the Town 5 and fo as it came on one way, it abated
another.  For Example, ;

It began at St. Giles’s and the Weftminfier End of
the Town, and it was in its Height in all that part
by about the Middle of Fuly, viz, i St. Giles inthe
Fields, St. Andrew’s Holborn, St. Clement- Danes,
St. Martin's in the Fields, and in Weftminfter : The
Jatter End of July, it decreafed in thofe Parithes, and
coming Eaft, it encreafed prodigiouily in Cripple-
gate, 8t. Sepulchers, St. Ya.Clerkenwell, and St. Brides,
and A/der fgate 5 while it was in all thefe Parithes, the
City and all the Parifhes of the Southwark Side of
the Water, and all Stepney, White-Chapel, Aldgate,
Wapping, and Ratcliff, were very little touch’d 5 fo
that People went about their Bufinefs unconcern’d,
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, and
converfed freely with one another in all the City,
the Eaft and North-Eaft Suburbs, and in Seutbwark,
almoft as if the Plague had not been among us.

Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs
were fully infected, viz. Cripplegate, Clerkenwell,
Bifbopfzate, and Skoreditch, yet (t1ll all the reft were
tolerably well. For Example,

From 25th Fuly to 1t Auguft the Bill ftood thus

of all Difeafes ;

St. Giles Cripplegate - 8 Yo
St. Sepulchres - 270
Clerwenwell 103
Bifhopjgate 116
Shereditch I 56
Stepney Parith i g
Aldgate =R
White-Chapel ~ — — — — — 101

All the g7 Parifhes within the Walls — 228§
All the Parifhes in Soutbwark — — 205

1589
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. From the sath of Seprember to the 1gth,

St. Giles’s Cripplegate 456 .
St, Giles in the Fields — . e 140
Clerkenwell — —_ 77
St. Sepulchers — - 214
St. Leonard Shoreditch ————— - 183
Stepney Parifh 216
Aldgare - — - 623
White-Chapel : 532
In the g7 Parifhes within the Walls —— 1493
In the 8 Parithes on Searbwark Side ——— 1636
6obe

Here isa firange Change of Things indeed, and
a fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months
more than it did, very few People would have been
left alive: Bur then fuch, I fay, was the merciful
Difpofition of God, that when it was thus the Weft
and North Part, which had been fo dreadfully vifited
at firlt, grew, as you fee, much better 3 and as the
People difappeai®d here, they began to look abroad
again there ; and the next Week or two alter’d ic flill
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the
other Part of the Town, For Example :

From the 1gth of September to the 26:h.

St. Giles’s Cripplegate 279
St. Gilés in the Fields ce——— 11Q
Clerkenwell — ————— = %D
Sr. Su‘fpﬂff&ff.f e pm— W — — i 193
St. Leonard Schboreditch 146
Stepney Parifh ; €16
Aldgate —— - 496
White-Chapel 346

In the g7 Parithes wichin the Wals —— 1268
In the § Parithes on Soutbwark Side ~— 1390

9 4500
From
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From the 26th of Septemb. to the 3d of Ogober,

St. Giles Cripplegate 196
St. Giles in the Fields 05
Clerkenwel] — —— —— 4%
St. Sepulchres — 137
St. Leonard Shoreditch mmmm—m— e 128
Stepney Parith - 674
Aldgate 372
White-Chapel 328

In the g7 Parifhes within the Walls—a= 1149
In the 8 Parithes on Soutbwark Sidem—— 1201
F——

4328

And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed ; for as
you fee the Weight of the Diftemper lay upon thofe
Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Parifhes
over the River, with the Parithes of Aldgate, White-
Chapel, and Stepuney, and this was the Time that the
Bills came up to fuch a monftrous Height, as that I
mention’d before ; and that Eight or Nine, and, as
I believe, Ten or Twelve Thoufand a Week died ;
for ’ts my fettled Opinion, that they never could
come at any juft Account of the Numbers, for the
Reafons which I have given already.

Nay one of the moft eminent Phyficians,, who
has fince publifh’d in Latin an Account of thofe
Times, and of his Obfervations, fays, that in one
Week there died twelve Thoufaind People, and that
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night ;
tho’ I do not remember that there ever was any
fuch particular Nighr, fo remarkably fatal, as that
fuch a Number died in it: However all this con-
firms what I have faid above of the Uncertainty of
the Bills of Moruality, &, of which 1 fhall fay
more hereafter,

And
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho’
it may feem a Repetition of Circumftances, into a De-
feription of the miferable Condition of the City it
felf, and of thofe Parts where 1 liv’d at this particu-
lar Time : The City and thofe other Parts, notwith-
ftanding the great Numbers of People that were gone
into the Country, was vaftly full of People, and per-
haps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time
a [ﬁnng Belief, that the Piague would not come in-
to the City, nor into Seuthwerk, no nor into /7ap-
ping or Ratcliff at all ; nay fuch was the Affurance
of the People on that Head, that many remov’d
from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, in-
to thole Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, and
as I very believe, carry’d the Plague among(t them
there, perhaps fooner than they would otherwife
have had it.

Here allo I ought to leave a farther Remark for
the Ufe of Poflerity, concerning the Manner of
Peoples infecting one another ; namely, that it was
not the fick People only, from whom the Plague was
immediately receiv’d by others that were found, but
THE WELL. T explain myfelf 3 by the fick Peo-
ple I mean thofe who were known to be fick, had
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the like ;
thefe every Body could beware of, they were either
in their Beds, or in fuch Condition as cou’d not be
conceal’d.

By the Well, I mean fuch as had received the Con-
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their
Blood, yet did not fhew the Confequences of it in
their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of
it themfelves, as many were not for feveral Days.
Thefe breached Death in every Place,and upon every
Body who came near them ; nay their very Cloaths
retain’d the Infection, their Hands would infeét the
Thiogs they touch’d, efpecially if they were warm

* and
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and fweaty, and they were generally apt to fweat
too.

Now it was impoffidle to know thefe People, nor

did they fometimes, as I have faid, know themfelves

1o be icfeCted : Thefe were the People that fo often -
dropt down and fainted in the Streets; for often-
times they would go about the Streets to the laft,
till on a fucden they would fweat, grow faint, fic
- down at a Door and die: It is true, finding them-
felves thus, they would ftruggle hard to ger Home
to their own Doors, or at other Fimes would be
jult able to go in to their Houfes and die inftantly ;
other Times they would go about till they had the
'very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know
it, and would dic in an Hour or two after they came
Home, but be well as long as they were Aﬂroad:
Thefe were the dangerous People, thefe were the
" People of whom the well People ought to have
been afraid 3 but then on theé sther Side it was im-
pofiible to know them.

And this is the Reafon why it is impoffible in a
Vifitation to prevent the fpreading of the Plague
by the utmoft human Vigilance, (v7z.) that it is im-

ible to know the infected People from the found ;

or that the infeted People fhould perfectly know
themfclves : 1 knew a Man who converfed freely in
London all the Sealon of the Plague in 1665, and
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur-
pofe to take when he thought himfelf in any Dan-
ger, and he had fuch a Rule to know, or have
Warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met
with betore or fince 3 how far it may be depended
on I know not: He had a Wound in his Leg, and
whenever he came among any People that were not
found, and the InfeCtion began to affe@ him, he
faid he could know it by that Signal, (viz.) Thathis
Wound in his Leg would fmart, and look pale
and white; fo as foon as ever he felt it fmare, it
- was
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was time for him to withdraw, or to take Care of
himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried
about him for that Purpofe. Now it feems he found
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in
Company with fuch, who thought thenifelves to be
found, and who appear’d fo o one another ; but he
would prefently rife up, and fay publickly, Friends,
here is fome Body in the Room that has the Plague,
and fo would immediately break up the Company.
This was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People,
that the Plague is not to be avoided by thofe that
converfe promifcuoufly in a Town infected, and
People have it when they know it not, and that they
likewife give it to others when they know not that
they have it themfelves; and in this Cale, fhutting
up the WELL or removing the SICK will not do
ir, unlefs they can go back and fhut up all thofe that
the Sick had convers’d with, even before they knew
themfelves to be fick, and none knows how far to
carry that back, or where to ftop ; for none knows
when, or where, or how they may have received
the Infeétion, or from whom.

This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fomany
People talk of the Airbeing corrupted and infected,
and that they need not be cautious of whom they
converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the
Air. Thave feen them in ftrange Agitations and Sur-
prifes on this Account, I have never come near any
infected Body! fays the difturbed Perfon, 1 have con-
vers’d with none, but found healthy People, and yet
1 have gotten the Diftemper! I am fure I am
ftruck from Heaven, fays anather, and he falls to the
ferious Part 3 again the firft goes on exclaiming, I
have come near no Infection, or any infected Per-
fon, I am fure it is in the Air : We draw in Beath
when we breathe, and therefore *iis the Hand of
God, there is no withftanding it ; and this at laft

made many People, being harden’d to the Danger,
grow
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grow lefs concern’d at ir, and lefs cautious towards
the latter End of the Time, and when it was
come to its Height, than they were at firft ; then
with a kind of a Turkifh Predeftinarianifm, they
would fay, if it pleas’d God to ftrike them, it was
all one whether they went Abroad or ftaid at Home,
they cou’d not efcape it, and therefore they went
boldly about even into infefted Houfes, and infeéted
Company ; vifited fick People, and in fhort, lay in
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they
were infected 5 and what was the Confequence? But
the fame that is the Confequence in Turkey, and in
thofe Countries where they do thofe Things ; name-
ly, that they were infeéted too, and died by Hun-
dreds and Thoufands.

I'would be far from leflening the Awe of the Judg-
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence,
which ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oc-
cafions as thefe; doubtlefs the Vification it felf is
a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or
Nation where it falls; a Meflenger “of his Venge-
ance, and a loud Call to that Nation, or Country,
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according
to that of the Prophet Feremiab xvii, 7, 8. At what
inflant 1 fhall [peak concerning a Nation, and concern-
ing a Kingdom 1o pluck up, and to pull down, and de-
Stroy it : If that Nation againft whom I bave pro-
nounced, turn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil
that I thought to do unto them, Now to prompt due
Imprefiions of the Awe of God on the Minds of Men
on fuch Occafions, and not to leffen them, it is that
I have left thofe Minutes upon Record.

I fay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put.
ting the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immedi-
ate Hand of Ged, and the Appointment and Direc-
tion of his Providenre ; nay, on the contrary, there
were many wenderful Deliverances of Perfons from
Infcétion, and Deliverances of Perfons when in.

feted,
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fe€ted, which intimate fingular and remarkable Pro-
vidence, in the particular Inftances to which they
refer, and I efteem my own Deliverance to be one
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank-
fulnefs,

But when I am fpeaking of the Plague, as a Di-
ftemper arifing from natural Caufes, we muft con-
fider it as it was really propagated by natural Means,
nor is it at all the lefs a Judgment for its being un-
der the Conduét of human Caufes and Effeéts; for
as the divine Power has form’d the whole Scheme of
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfe ; fo the
fame Power thinks fit to let his own Aétings with
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, to go on in
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caules, and he is
pleafed to act by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina-
ry Means; excepting and referving to himfelf never-
thelefs a Power to act in a fupernatural Way when
he fees Occafion : Now, ’tis evident, that in the Cafe
of an Infettion, there is no apparent extraordinary
Occafion for fupcrnatum] Operation, but the ordi-
nary Courfe of Things appear fufficiently arm’d,
and made capable of all the Effets thar Heaven
ufually direts by a Contagion. Among thefe Cau~
fes and Effeéts this of the fecret Conveyance of In-
feCtion imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more
than fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals
and Miracle.

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe it
felf was fuch, and the Infection was received fo im-
perceptibly, ‘that the moft exa@ Caution could not
fecure us while in the Place : But I muft be allowed
to believe, and I have fo many Examples frefh in
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think
nene can refift their Evidence 5 I fey, 1 mult be al-
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation
ever receiv’d the Sicknefs or Infettion, but who re-

ceiv'd



224 7h: HISTORY o

ceiv’d it in the ordinary Way of Infection from
fome Body, or the Cloaths, or Touch, or Stench of
fome Body that was infeéled before, Fosa
The Manner of its coming firft to London,
proves this alfo, (viz.) by Goods brought over from
Holland, and brought thither from the Levant 3
the fuft breaking of it out in a2 Houle in Long- Acrey
where thole Goods were carried, and firflt opened ;
is {preading from that Houfe to other Houles, by
the vifible unwary converfing with thofe who were
fick, and the infeting the Parifh Officers who were
employed about the Perfons dead, and the like 5 thefe
are known Authorities for this great Foundation
Point, . thar it went on, and proceeded from Perfon
to Perfon, and from Houfe to Houfe, and no other-
wile: In the firt Houfe that was infected there
died fout Perfons; a Neighbour hearing the Miftrefs
of the firlt Houfewas fick, went to vifit her, and went
Home and gave the Diltemper to her Family, and
died, and all her Houthold, A Minifter call’d to
pray with the firlt fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe,
was faid to ficken immediately, and die with feve-
ral more in his Houfe : Then the Phyficians began
to confider, for they did not at firlt dream of a ge-
neral Contagion. But the Phyficians being {ent
to infpeét the Bodies, they affur’d the People that
it was neither more or lefs than the Plague, with all
its terrifying Particulars, and that it threaten’d an
univerfal Infection, fo many People having alread y
convers’d with the Sick or Diftemper’d, a:-ﬁ having,
as might be fuppos’d, receiv’d Infettion from
them, that it would be impofiible to put a ftop to
it, .
Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with

my Obfervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan-
ger was fpreadinz infenfibly 3 for the Sick cou’d
wfect none but thofe that came within reach of
the fick Paifon, but that one Man, who may have
really
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really receiv'd the Infeftion, and knows it not, but
goes abroad, and about as a found Perfon, may
give the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to
greater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Per-
fon giving the Infeftion, or the Perfons receiving it,
know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the Ef-
feéts of it for feveral Days after,

Lor Example, Many Perfons in the Time of this
Vifitation never perceiv’d that they were infected, till
they found to their unfpeakable Surprize, the Tokens
come out upon them, after which they feldom liv’d
ix Hours; for thofe Spots they call’d the Tokens
were redlly gangreen Spots, or mortified Flefh in
fmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard
as a piece of Callus or Horn; fo that when the
Difeafc was come up to that length, there was no-
thing could follow but certain Death, and yet, as I
faid, they knew nothing of their being Infec-
ted, nor found themfelves fo much as out of Order,
till thofe mortal Marks were upon them : But every
Body muft allow, that they were infeted in a high
Degree before, and muft have been fo fome time;
d confequently their Breath, cheir Sweat, their
ery Cloaths were contagious for many Days be-
ore.
~ This occafion’d a vaft Variety of Cafes, which
hyficians would have much more Opportunity to
emember than I; but fome came within the Com-
fs 6f my Obfervation, or Hearing, of which I fhall
ame a few,

A certain Citizen who had liv'd fafe, and un.
ouch’d, till the Month of September, when the
eight of the Diftemper lay more in the City
an it had done before, was mighty chearful, and

ething too bold, as I think it was, in-his Talk
t how fecure he was, how cautious he had been,
nd how he had never come near any fick Body -

s another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him,
' one
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one Day, De not be too confident Mr.—it is bard to

Jay who is fick and who is welly for we fee Men alive,
and cwell 1o outwward Appearance one Hour, and dead
the next. That is true, fays the firft Man, for he.
was not a Man prefumptuoufly fecure, but had ef-
cap'd a long while, and Men, as [ faid above, efpe-
cially in the City, began to be over-eafy upon that
Score. That is true, fays he, I do not think my
felf fecure, but I bope I bave not been in Company
wwith any Perfon that there bas been any Danger in.
No! fays his Neighbour, was not you af the Bull-
head Towern in Gracechurch Street with Mr. '
the Night before laft: Yes, fays the firft, T was,
but there was no Body there, that we bad a@‘Ra_
to think dangerons: Upon which his Neighbour faid
1o more, being unwilling to furprize him ; but this
made him more inquifitive, and as his Neighbour -
appear’d backward, he was the more impatient,
and in a kind of Warmth, fays he aloud, why be 75
w0t dead, is be! Upon which his Neighbour ftill
was filent, but caft up his Eyes, and faid fomething
to himfelf 3 at which the firft Citizen turned pale,

and faid no more but this, then I am a dead May

o0, and went Home immédtgly, and fent for
neighbouring Apothecary “to give him fomething

preventive, for he had not yet found himfelf ill

but the Apothecary opening his Breaft, fetch’d
Sigh, and faid no more, but this, look up to God 3 an

the Man died in a few Hours. -_

Now let any Man judge from a Cafe like thi

if it is poffible for the Regulations of Magiftrates
either by fhuting up the Sick, or removing them,
ftop an Infection, which fpreads it {elf from Man t

Man, even while they are perfectly well, and 1

fenfible of its Approach, and may be fo for mat

Days. :

It may be proper to afk here, how long it

be fuppofed, Men might have the Seeds of the Con
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would not be above a tenth Part of its People left
together, for the Difeale to take hold upon: But
fuppofe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun-
dred and fifty Thoufand People were left, and if it
did feize upon them, they would by their living fo
much at large, be much better prepar’d to defend
themfelves againft the Infeftion, and be lefs liable
to the Effets of it, than if the fame Number of
People lived clofe together in one fmaller City,
fuch as Dublin, or Amfterdam, or the like.

It is true, Hundreds, yea Thoufands of Fami-
lies fled away at this laft Plague, but then of them,
many fled too late, and not only died in their
Flight, but carried the Diftemper with them into
the Countries where they went, and infeted thofe
whom they went among for Safety ; which confound-
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of
the Diftemper, which was the beft means to pre-
vent it; and this too is an Evidence of it, and brings
me back to what I only hinted at before, but muft
fpeak more fully to here; namely, that Men went
about apparently well, many Days after they had
the Taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after
their Spirits were fo feiz'd, as that they could never
efcape it; and that all the while they did fo, they
were dangerous to others, I jay, this proves, that
Jo it was ; for fuch People infected the very Towns
they went thro’, as well as the families they went
among ; and it was by that means, that almoft all
the great Towns in England had the Diftemper
among them, more or lefs ; and always they would
tell yoy fuch a Londoner or fuch a Londoner brought
it down.

It muft not be omitted, that when I fpeak of
thofe People who were really thus dangerous, I fup-
pofe them to be utterly ignorant of their own Condi-
tion ; for if they really knew their Circumftances to be
fuch as indeed they were, they muft have been akind of

Q 3 wilfid
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Manner, on differing Conftitutions ; fome were im-
mediately overwhelm’d with it, and it came to vioe
lent Fevers, Vomitings, infufferable Iead-achs,
Pains in the Back, and fo up to Ravings and Rage-
ings with thofe Pains: Others with Swellings and
Tumours in the Neck or Groin, or Arm-pics,
which till they could be broke, put them into in-
fufferable Agonies and Torment; while others, as I
have obferv’d, were filently infected, the Teve
preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and they fee-
g little of it, till they fell into’ Swooning, and
Faintings, and Death without Pain.

I am not Phyfician enough to enter into the par-
ticular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Ffiects
of one and the fame Diftempzr, and of its differ-
ing Operation in feveral Bodies: nor is ic my Bufi-
nefs here to record the Oblfervations, which I really
made, becaufe thee Doctors themfelves, have done
that Part much more effeflually than I can do, and
becaufe my opinion may in fome things ditfer {rom
theirs: T am oiily relating what | know, or have
heard, or believe of the particular Cafes, and what fell
within the Compafs of my View, and the different
Nature of the Infetion, as it appeared in the parti-
cular Cales which I have related; but this may be
added too, that tho’ the former fort of thofe Ca-
fes, namely thofe openly vifited, were the worft
for themfelves as to Pain, 1 mean thofe that had
fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man-
ner, yet the latter had the worft State of the Dif-
“eafe; for in the former they frequently recover'd,
elpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter
was inevitable Death; no Cure, no Help cou’d be
poflible, nothing could follow but Death; and it
was worie alfo to others, becaufe as, above, it fecret-
ly, and unperceiv’d by others, or by themfelves,
communicated Death to thofe they convers'd with,

Q 4 the
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the penctrating Poifon infinuating it felf into their
Blood in a Manner, which it is impoffible to de-
{cribe, or indeed conceive. '

This infefting and being infefted, without fo
much as its being known to either Perfon, is evi-
dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently
happened at that Time; and there is hardly any
Body living who was in London during the Infec-
tion, but muft have known feveral of the Cafes of
both Sorts.

1. Fathers and Mothers have gone about as
if they had been well, and have believ’d them-
felves to be fo, till they have infenfibly infected,
and been the Deftruétion of their whole Families:
Which they would have been far from doing,
if they had the leaft Apprehenfions of their be-
ing unfound and dangerous themfelves. A Family,
whofe Story I have heard, was thus infected by the
Father, and the Diftemper began to appear upon
fome of them, even before he found it upon him-
felf ; but fearching more narrowly, it appear’d he
had been affeCted {fome Time, and as {oon as he
found that his Family had been poifon’d by himfelf,
he went diftracted, and would have laid violent
Hands upon himfelf, but was kept from that by
thofe who look’d to him, and in a few Days
died.

2. The other Particular is, that many People hav-
ing been well to the beft of their own Judgment, or by
the beft Obfervation which they could make of
themfelves for feveral Days, and only finding a De-
cay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sto-
machs; pay, fome whofe Appetite has been ftrong,
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their
Heads, have fent for Phyficians to know what
ail’d them, and have been found to their great Sur-
prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon
them, or the Plaguegrown up to an incurable Height.

It
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It was very fad to refle@, how fuch 2 Perfon as
this laft mentioned above, had been a waiking Deftroy-
er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before that ;
how he had ruin’d thofe, that he would have hazar-
ded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death up-
on them, even perhaps in his tender Kifling and
Embracings of his own Children: Yet thus certain-
ly it was, and often has been, and I cou’d give
many particular Cafes where it has been fo; if then
the Blow is thus infenfibly ftriking ; if the Arrow
flies thus unfeen, and cannor be difcovered; to what
purpofe are all the Schemes for fhutting up or re-
moving the Sick People ? Thofe Schemes cannot take
Eiace, but upon thofe that appear to be fick, or to

infected ; whereas there are among them, at the
fame time Thoufands of People who feem to be
well, but are all that while carrying Death with
them into all Companies which they come into.

This frequently puzzled our Phyficians, and efpe-
cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound; they
all allow’d zbat it was really /o, that many People
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying up-
on their Spirits, and were in them{elves but walking
putrified Carcafes, whofe Breath was infectious,
and their Sweat Poifon; and yet were as well to
leok on as other People, and even knew it not them-
felves: I fay, they all allowed that it was really true
in Fa&, but they knew not how to propole a Dif-
covery.

My Friend Dr. Heath was of Opinion, that
it might be known by the Smell of their Breath ;
but then, as ke faid, who durft fimell to tha Breath
for his Information? Since to know it, he muft
draw the ftench of the Plague up into his own
Brain, in order to diftinguifh the Smell! T have
heard, it was the Opinion of others thar it might be
diftinguifh’d by the Party’s breathing upon a piéclﬁ of

als,
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Place, till the gth of February ; which was about 7
Weeks after, and then one more was buried out of
the fame Houfe : Then it was huth’d, and we were
perfectly eafy as to the Publick, for a great whiles
for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill
to be dead of the Plague, till the 22d of ApriZ, when
there was 2 more burted not out of the fame Houfe,
but out of the fame Street ; and as near as [ can re-
member, it was out of the next Houfe to the firft
this was nine Weeks afunder, and after this we had
no more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in
feveral Streets, -and fpread every Way. Now the
Queflion feems to lye thus, Where lay the Seeds of
the Infection all this while 2 How came it to flop fo
long, and not flop amy longer ? Either the Diltemper
did not come immediately by Contagion from Body
to Body, or if it did, then a Body may be capable
to continue infe€ted, without the Difeale difcovering
itfelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, even nota

uarentine of Days only, but Soixantine, not only
40 Days but 60 Days or longer.

It’s true there was, as1 obferved at firft, and is well
known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a
long Froft, which continued three Months, and this,
the Doctors fay, might check the Infeion ; but then
the learned muft allow me to fay, thar if, according
to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on-
ly frozen up, it would like a fiozen River, have
returned to its ufual Force and Current when it
thaw’d, whereas the principal Recefs of this Infection,
which was from February to April, was alter the
Froft was broken,. and the Weather mild and warm.

But there is another Way of folving all this Diffi-
culty, which I think my own Remembrance of the
thing will fupply ; and that is, the Fact is not granted,
namely, that there died none in thofe long Inter-
vals, viz. from the 20th of Decesnber to the gth of
February, and from thence to the 22d of April.

The
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to the sth September — 1264
tothe 12th ——— 1056
to the 19th — — 1135
tothe 26th — — g39

Now it was not doubted, but the greateft Pare
of thefe, or a great Part of them, were dead of the
Plague, but the Officers were prevail’d with to return
them as above, and the Numbers of fome parcicular
Articles of Diftempers difcever’d is, as follows ;

From the ift to the 8th of A4ug. to the 15th. to the 22. to the 29.

Fever 314 253 348 383
Spotted Fever 174 190 166 165

Surfeit 85 87 74 99
Teeth go 113 It 133

E— — ey S

663 743 699 780

From Augufl 2gth to the 5thSepr. tothe 12 to the 19. to the 2£,

Fever 364 332 - 309 268
Spotted Fever 157 97 101 65

Surfeit 68 45 49 36
Teeth 128 128 HERSWANED .

728 602 580 481

There were feveral other Articles which boie a
Preportion to thefe, and which it is eafy to perceive,
were Increaled on the fame Account, as A4red, Con-
Sumptions, Vomitings, Impoftbumes, Gripes, and the
like, many of which were not doubted to be infec-
ted People ; butas it wasof the urmoft Confequence
to Families not to be known to be infefted, if it was
poflible to avoid it, fo they took all the Meafures
they could to have it not believ’d ; and if any died
in their Houfes to get them return’d to the Exami.

LETsS
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other
Diftempers, '

This, L fay, will account for the long Interval,
which, as I have faid, was between the dying of the
firft Perfons that were returned in the Bill to be dead
of the Plague, and the Time when the Diltemper
fpread openly, and could not be concealed.

Befides, the Weekly Bills themfelves, at that time
evidently difcovers this Truth ; for, while there was
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increafe, after it
had been mentioned, yert it was apparent, that there
was an Increale of thofe Diftempers which border-
ed ncarelt upon it; for Example, there were Eight,
T'welve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a2 Week,
when there were none, or but very few of the
Plague ; whereas before, One, Three, or Four, were
the ordinary weekly Numbers of that Diftem
er : Likewife, as 1 obferv’d before, the Bumals in-
creafed weekly in that particolar Parifh, and the
Parifthes aljacent, more than in any other Parifh, al-
tho’ there were none fet down of the Plague ; all
which eell us, that the Infe&ion was handed on,
and the Succeflion of the Diftemper really preferv’d,
tho’ it feem’d ro us at that Time to be cealed, and
to come again in a Manner furprizing.

It might be alfo, that the Infeétion might remain
in other Parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at
firft it came in, and which might not be perhaps
cpened, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloaths of the
firft infe€ted Perfon 3 for I cannot think that any
body could be feized with the Contagion in a fatal
and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and
fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to
dilcover it to themfclves 5 yet if it were fo, the Ar-
gument 1s the ftronger in favour of what I am fay-
ing ; namely, that che Infeftion is retain’d in Bodies
apparently well, and convey’d from them to thofe they

. con-
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converfe with, while it is known to neither the one
nor the other.

Great were the Confufions at that time upon this
very Account ; and when People began to be con-
vinc'd that the InfeQtion was receivid in this fir-
prifing manner from Perfons apparently well, they
began to be exceeding fhie and jealous of every one
that came near them. Once in a publick Day, whe-
ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in
Alagate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fud-
den, one fancy’d fhe fmelt an ill Smell, immediarely
fhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whifpers her
Notion or Sufpicion to the next, then rifes and
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the
next, and fo to them all ; and every one of them, and
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what
it was offended. them or from whom.

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with
one Preparation or other, fuch as the old Women
directed, and fome perhaps as Phyficians direted, in
order to prevent Infection by the Breath of others ;
infomuch that if we came to go into a Church,
when it was any thing full of People, there would
be fuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it
was much more ftrong, tho’ perhaps not fo whole-
fome, than if you were going intc an Apothecary’s
or Druggift’s Shop; in a Word, the whole Church
was like a fmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all
Perfumes, in anocher Aromaticks, Balfamicks, and
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs ; in another Salts and
Spirits, as every one was furnifh’d for their own
Prefervation ; yet I obferv’d, chat after Peaple were
poflefs’d, as I have f2id, with the Belief or rather
Affurance, of the Infeétion being thus carryed on by
Perfons apparently in Health, the Churches and
Meeting-Houfes were much thinner of People than

At
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at other times before that they us’d to be ; for this
is to be faid of the People of London, that during
the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churches or |
Meetings were never wholly fhut up, nor did the
People decline. coming out to the publick Worfhip
of God, except only in fome Parifhes when the Vio-
lence of the Diftemper was more particularly in that
Parith ac that time; and even then no longer, than
it continued to be fo

Indeed nothing was more ftrange, than to fee
with what Courage the People went to the public
Service of God, even at that time when they were
afraid to ftir out of their own Houfes upon any other
Occafion 3 this I mean before the time of Defpera-
tion, which I have mention’d already 3 this was a
Pioof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at
the time of the Infection, notwithftanding the great
Numbers that were gone into the Country at the
firt Alarm, and that fled out into the Forefls and
Woods when they were farther terrified with the
extraordinary Increafe of it, For when we came to
fce the Crouds and Throngs of People, which ap-
pear’d on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and
efpecially in thofe parts of the Town where the
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come
toits Height, it was amazing. But of this I {hall
fpeak again prefently 5 I return in the mean timeto
the Article of Infecting one another at firft ; before
People came to right Notions of the Infection,
and of infecting one another, People were only thye
of thofe that were really fick, a Man with a Cap
upon his Head, or with Cloaths round his Neck,
which was the Cafe of thofe that bad Swellings there ;
fuch wasindeed frightful : Butwhen we faw aGentle-
man drefs’d, with his Band onand his Gloves in his
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb’d,
~of fuch we had not the leaft Apprehenfions ; and
‘ People
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People converfe a great while frecly, e/pecially with
their Neighlours and fuch as they kmew. But when
the Phyficians affured us, that the Danger was as
well from the Sound, that is, #ke Jeciningly Sound, as
the Sick ; and that thofe People, who thought them-
felves entirely free, were often times the moft fatal ;
and that it came to be generally underftood, that
People were fenfible of it, and of the Reafon of it:
Then, Ifay, they began to be jealous of every Body,
and a valt Number of Peopls lock’d themfelves up,
fo as not to come abroad into any Company at all, nor
fuffer any, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com-
!:mny, to come into their Houfes, or near them; at
calt not fo near them, a3 to be within the Reach of
their Breath, or of any Smell from them s and when
they were oblig’d to converfe at a Diftance with
Strangers, they would always have Prefervatives in
their Mouths, and about their Cloaths, to repel and
keep off the Infe@ion.

It muft be acknowledg’d, that when People began
to ule thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to Dan-
ger, and the Infection did not break into fuch Houfes
fo furioufly as it did into others before, and thoy-
fands of Families were preferved, Jpeaking with due
Referve to the Direition of Divine Providence, by that
Means,

But it was impoffible to beat any thing into the
Heads of the Poor: They went on with the ufual
lmpetuolity of their Tempers, full of Curtcries and
Lamentations when taken, but madly carelefs of
themfelves, fool-hardy and obftinate, while they
were well : 'Where they could get Employment they
pulh’d intoany kind of Bufinefs, the mofi dangerous
and the moft liable to Infe@ion; and if they were
fpcken to, their Anfwer would te, I muf truft 1o
Ged for that 5 if I am taken, then I am provided for,
gnd there is an End of me, and the like: Oz THus,
By, What muf I ds? T can't SRarve, I kad as
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ood bave the Plague as perifp for Want. - I bave ne
ork, wbc::-m!juf do? I ﬁ#ﬁ do this or beg : Sup-
pofe it was burying the Dead, or artending the Sick,
or watching infeéted Houfes, which were all terrible
Hazards; but their Tale was generally the fame, It
is true, Neceflity was a very juftifiable warrantable
Plea, and nothing could be better; but their Way
of Talk was much the fame, where the Neceflities
were not the fame: This adventurous Conduét of the
Poor was that which brought the Plagus amoog
them in a moft furious Manner, and this, join’d to
the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when taken, was
the Reafon why they died fo by Heaps; for 1 cannot
fay, 1 could obferve one jot of better Hufbandry
among them, I mean the labouring Poor, while they
were all well and getting Money, than there was be-
fore, but as lavifh, as extravagant, and as thought-
lels for To-morrow as ever 3 fo that when they came
to be taken fick, they were immediately in the ut-
moft Diftrefs as well for Want, as for Sicknefs, as
well for lack of Food, as lack of Health,
This Mifery of the Poor T had many Occafions
to be an Eye-witnefs of, and fometimes alfo of the
chatitable Affiftance that fome pious People daily
ave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies both
of Food, Phyfick and other Help, as they found they
wanted 3 and indeed it is a Debt of Juftice due to the
Temper of the People of that Day, to take Notice
here, that not only great Sums, wvery greaf Sums of
Money were charitably fent to the Lord Mayor and
Aldermen for the Affiftance and Support of the poor
diftemper’d People s but abundance of private Peo-
ple daily diftributed large Sums of Money for their
Relicf, and fent People about to enquire into the.
Condition of particular diftrefled and vifieed Fami-
Jies, and relieved them ; nay fome pious Ladies were
o tran‘ported with Zeal in fo good 2 Work, and fo
con=
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coniident in the Prote@ion of Providence in Dif-
charge of the great Duty of Charity, that they went
abour in Perfon diltributing Alms to the Poor, and
even vifiung poor Familics, tho’ fick and infected, in
their very Houfes, appointing Norfes to attend thofe
that wanted attending, and ordering Apothecaries
and Surgeons, the firft to fupply them with Drugs
or Plaifters, and fuch Things as they wanted ; and
the laft to lance and drefs the Swellings and Tu-
mors, where fuch were wanting ; giving their Blefi
Ing to the Poor in fubftantial Relicf to them, as well
as hearty Prayers for them.

I will not undertake to fay, as fome do, that none
of thofe charitable Pcople were fuffered to fall under
the Calamity icfelf ; bue chis | may fay, that I never
knew any one of them that mifcarried, which I men-
tion for the Encouragement of others in cale of the
like Diftrefs ; and doubtlefs, if they that give to the
Poor, lend to the Lord, and be will repay them s thofe
that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor, and to
comfort and affit the Poor in fuch a Mifery as this,
may hope to be protected in the Worl.

Nor was this Charity fo extraordinary eminent on-
ly in afew; but, (for I cannos lightly quit this Point )
tihe Charity of the Rich as well in the City and Sub-
urbs as from the Country, was fo grear, that in a
Word, a prodigious Number of People, who muft
otherwile inevitably have perithed for Want as wel]
as Sicknefs, were fupporred and fubfifted by it; and
tho’ I could never, nor I belicve any one elle, come
to a full Knowledge of what was o contributed, yer
I do believe that, asI heard one fay that was a cri-
- tical Obferver of that Parr, there was not only ma-
ny Thoufand Pounds contzibured, but many hundred
Thoufand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor of this
diitrefled aflicted City; nay one Man affirm’d to me,
that he could reckon up above one hundred thou-
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find Pounds a-Weck, which was diftributed by the
Church Wardens at the feveral Parifh- Veftries, by
the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the feveral
Wards and Precinéts, and by the particular Direction
of the Court and of the Juftices refpectively in the
Parts where they refided ; over and above the private
Charity diftributed by pious Hands in the Manner 1
{peak of ; and this continued for many Weeks to-
gether.

I confefs this is a very great Sum but if it be
true, that there was diftributed in the Parith of
Cripplegate only, 17800 Pounds in one Week to the
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which
I really believe was true, the other may not be im-
probable.

Ie was doubtlefs to be reckon’d among the many
fignal ‘good Providences which attended this great
City, and of which there were marny other worth re-
cording 3 1 fay, this wasa very remarkable one, that
it pleafed God thus to move the Hearts of the Peo-
ple in all parts of the Kingdom, fo chearfully to con-
tribute to the Relief and Support of the Poor at Lon-
dony the good Confequences of which were felt ma-
ny Ways, and particularly in preferving the Lives
and recovering the Health of fo many T houfands,
and keeping fo many Thoufands of Families from pe-
rithing and (tarvieg.

And now I am talking of the merciful Difpofition
of Providence in this Time of Calamiy, I cannot
but mention again, tho’ I have fpoken feveral times
of it already on other Accounts, I mean thatof the
Progreffion of the Diftemper how it began at one
Fnd of the Town, and proceeded gradually and flow-
ly from ene Part to another, and like a dark Cloud
that paflts over our Hleads, which, as it thickens and
over-cafts the Air at one End, clears up at the other
End: So, while the Plague went on raging from
Weft to Eaft, as it went forwards Eaft, ic abated

m
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in the Wett, by which means thofe parts of the
Town, which were not feiz'd, or who were left,
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were)
fpar’d to help and aflift the other ; whereas had the
Diftemper fpread itfelf over the whole City and
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, asit has
done fince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body of
the People muft have been overwhelmed, and there
would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they
fay there did at* Naples, nor would the People have
been able to have help’d or affifted one another,

For it muft be obferv’d that where the Plague was
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very
milerable, and the Confternation was inexpreflible,
But a little before it reach’d even to that Place, or
prefently after it was gone, they were quite another
Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that
there was too much of that common Temper of
Mankind to be found among us all at that Time ;
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger
is paft: But I fhall come to fpeak of that Part
again. _

It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice of
the ftate of Trade, duaring the Time of this common
Calamiry, and this with refpect to Foreign Trade, as
alfo to our Home-trade.

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be faid ;
the trading Nations of Enrope were all afraid of us,
no Port of France, or Hillund, or Spain, or ltaly
would admit our Ships or correfpond wich usy in-
deed we ftood onill Terms with the Darch, and were
in a furious War with them, but tho® in a bad Con-
dition to fight abroad, who had fuch dreadful Epe-
mies to ftruggle with at Home.

Our Merchants were accordingly at a full Stop,
their Ships could go no where, that is to fay, to no
Place abroad ; their Manufaétures and Merchandife,

R 3 that
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that is to fay, of our Growth, would not be touch’d
abroad ; they were as much afraid of our Goods, as
they were of our People 3 and indeed they had Rea-
fon, for our Woolen Nfanufa&ures are as retentive
of Infection as human Bodies, and if pack’d up by
Petfons infeéted, would receive the lngﬁ'mn, and be
as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that was
infefted 3 and therefore, when any Englifb Veflel ar-
riv’d in Foreign Countries, if they did take the Goods
on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to be opened
and air’d in Places appointed for that Purpofe: But
from Londen, they would not fiffer them to come
into Port, much lefs to unlade their Goods upon any
Terms whatever ; and this Strictnefs was elpecially
us’d with them in Spainand Italy 5 in Turkey, and the
Iflands of the Arches indeed, as they are cali’d, as well
thofe belonging to the Turks as to the Venetians, they
were not fo very rigid; in the firft there was no Ob-
{trution at all; and four Ships, which were then 1n
the River loading for Zraly, thatis for Leghorn and
Naples, being denied Produt, as they call if, went
on to Turkey, and were freely admitted to unlade
their Cargo without any Difficulty, only that woen
they arriv’d there, fome of their Cargo was not fit for
Sale in that Country, and other Parts of it being con-
fign’d to Merchants at Leghorn, the Captains of the
Ships had no Right nor any Orders to difpole of the
Goods ; fo that great Inconvenienci¢s followed to
the Meichants.  But this was nothing but what the
Neceflity of Affairs requir’d, and the Merchants at
Leghorn and Naples having Notice given them, fent
again from thence to take Care of the Efcéts, which
were particular'y confign’d to thofe Ports, and to
bring back in other Ships fuch as were improper for
the Markets at Smyrana and Scanderoon.

The Inconvenicncies in Spaix and Portugal were
flill greater ; for they would, by no mzans, fuffer

our
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our Ships, elpecially thofe from Zoudon, to come

into any of their Ports, much lefs to unlade ; there
was a Report, that ona of our Ships having by
Stealth deliver’d her Cargo, among which was fome
Bales of Englifh Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuch like
Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to be
burnt, and punithed the Men with Death who were
concern’d in carrying them on Shore. This I believe
was in Part true, tho’ I donot affirm it : But it is not
at all unlikely, feeing the Danger was really very
great, the Infedtion being fo violent in London.

I heard likewife that the Plague was carried into
thofe Countries by fome of our Ships, and particu-
lariy to the Port of Fare in the Kingdom of .4/-
garve, belonging to the King of Porrugal; and thac
feveral Perfons died of it there, but it was not con-
firm*d,
~ On the other Hand, tho’ the Spaniards and Por-
Zuguefe were fo fhie of us, it is moft certain, that the
Plague, a5 bas been faid, keeping at firft much at
that End of the Town next Weftminfter, the Mer-
chandifing Part of the Town, fuch as the City and
the Water-fide, ‘was perfectly found,. till at leaft the
Beginning of Fuly; and the Ships in the River till
the Beginning of Auguft ; for, to the firlt of Fuly,
there had died but feven within the whole City,
and but 6o within the Liberties ;5 but one in all the
 Parithes of Stepney, Aldgate, and White-Chappel ; and
but two in all the eight Parithes of Soutbmark. Bug
1t was the fame Thing abroad, for the bad News was
- gone over the whole World, that the City of Lon-
don was infeCted with the Plague; and there was no
Inquiring there, how the Infection proceeded, or at
which Part of the Town it was begun, or was reach’d
to. |
Befides, after it bezan to {pread, it increafed fo
falt, and the Bills grew fo high, all on a fudden,
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that it was to no Purpofe to leffen the Report of it,
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it
better than it was, the Account which the weekly
Bills gave in was fufficient; and that there died two
thoufand to three or four thoufand a-Week, was fuf-
ficient to alarm the whole trading Part of the World,
and the following Time being fo dreadful alfo in the
very City itfelf, put the whole World, 7 fay, upon
their Guard againft it

You may be fure allo, that the Report of thefe
Things loft nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was
itfelf very terrible, and the Diftrets of the People ve-
ry great, as you may oblerve of what I have faid :
Bur the Rumor was mfinitely greater, and it mult
not be wonder’d, that our Friends abroad, as my
Brother’s Correfpondents in particular were told there,
namely in Portugal and lialy where he chicfly traded,

“that in London there died twenty thoufand in a Week ;

that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps ; that
the Living were not [fufficient to bury the Dead, or
the Sound to look after the Sick; that all the
Kingdom was infected likewife, fo that it was an
univerfal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in
thofe Parts of the World; and they could hardly
believe us, when we gave them an Account how
things really were, and how there was not above one
Tenth Part of the People dead ; that there was
500,000 left that lived all the Time in the Town 3
that now the Pcople began to walk the Streets
again, and thole, who were fied, to return, there
was no mifs of the ufual Throng of People in the
Streets, excep: as every Family might mifs their Re-
lations and Neighbours, and the like; 1 fay they
could not believe thefe Things 3 and if Enquiry were
now to be made in Naples, or in other Ciiies on the
Coaft of Italy, they would tell you that there was a
dreadful Infeition in London fo many Yecars agos
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in which, as above, there died Twenty Thoufand
in a Week, &¢. Juft as we have had it reported in
London, that there was a Plaguein the City of Naples,
in the Year 1656, in which there died 20000 People
in a Day, of which I have had very good Satisfac-
tion, that it was utterly falfe.

But thefe extravagant Reports were very preju-
dicial to our Trade, as well as unjuft and injurious
in themftlves ; for it was a long Time after the
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re-
cover itfelf in thofe Parts of the World 3 and the
Flemings and Duteh, but efpecially the laft, made
very great Advantages of i, having all the Market
to themielves, and even buying our Manufactures
in the feveral Parts of England where the Plague
was not, and carrying them to Holland, and Flan-
ders, and from thence tranfporting them to Spain
and to Itely, as if they had been of their own mak-
ing.

But they were detefted fometimes and punithed,
thatis to fay, their Goods confifcated, and Ships
alfoy for if it was true, that our Manufatures, as
well as our People, were infe@ed, and that it was
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the
Smell of them ; then thole People ran the Hazard by
that clandeltine Trade, not only of carrying the
Contagion into their own Country, but alfo of in-
fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe
Goods 3 which, conlidering how many Lives might
be loft in Confequence of fuch an Action, muft be
a Trade that no Men of Conlcience could fuffer
them{clves to be concern’d in.

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People: But I
doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the
Caft of our own Countiy 3 for either by our Peo-

le of Londan, or by the Commerce, which made
their converling with all Sorts of People in every
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County, and of every confiderable Town, necefiary,
I fay, by this Means the Plague was firft or Jaft
fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London, as
m all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the
trading Marufatturing Towns, and Sea-Ports ; fo
that firft or laft, all the confiderable Places in Eng-
land were vifited more orlefs, and the Kingdom of
Ireland in fome Places, but not fo univerfally 3 how
it far’d with the People in Scorland, 1 had no Op-
portunity to enquire. :

Itis to be obferv’d, that while the Plague conti-
nued fo violent in London, the Out-pep:s, as they ate
call’d, enjoyed a very great Trade, efpecially tothe
adjacent Countrics, and to our own Plantations;
for Example, the Towns of Colchefler, Yarmouth,
and Hull, on that fide of England, exported to Hol-
land and Hamburgh, the Manufa&ures of the adja-
cent Counties for feveral Months after the Trade
with London was as it were entirely thut up; like-
wife the Cities of Briffsl and Exeter with the Port
of Plymenth, had the like Advantage to Spsin, 10
the Canaries, to Guinea, and to the Weft Indies s
and particularly to Ireland ; but as the Plague fpread
itfelf every way after it had been in London, to fuch
a Degree as it was in Augut and September ; fo all,
or moft of thole Cities and Towns were infected
firlt or laft, and then T'rade was, as it were, under a
general Embargo, aor at a full flop, as T fhall ob-
ferve farther, when I fpeak of our home Trade.

One thing however muft Be obferved, that as to
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be
fure did, fome who were cat in all Parts of the World
a confiderable while before, and fome who when they
went out kaew nothing of an Infection, or art leaft of
one fo terrible ; thefe came up the River boldly,
and dehvered their Cargoes as they were oblig’d to
do, cxcepr jull in the rwo Months of Juzuf and Sep-
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tember, when the Weight of the Infe&ion lying,
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft ap-
ar in Bufinefs for a while : But as this continued
ut for a few Weeks, the homeward bound Ships,
efpecially fuch whofe Cargoes were not lible to
fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, fhort of Tae
POOL *, or freth Water part of the River, even
as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them
ran in, and others lay at the Nore, and in the Hope
below Gravefend : So that by the lacter End of Oo-
ber, there was a very great Fleet of homeward
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not
been known for many Years.

Two particular Trades were carried on by Water
Carriage all the while of the Infetion, and that
with little or no Interruption, very much to the Ad-
vantage and Comfort of the poor diftrefied People
of the City, and thofe were the coalting Trade for
Corn, and the Newcaftle Trade for Coals.

The brft of thefe was particularly carried on by
fmall Vfitls from the Port of Hull, and other
Places in the Humber, by which great Quantities of
Corn were brought in from 2orkfhire and Lincoln-
Shire : The other Part of this Corn-Trade was from
Lyan in Norfolk, from Wells, and Burubam, and
from 2armoutb, all in the fame County ; and the
third Branch was from the River Medway, and from
Milien, Feverfbam, Murgate, and Sandwich, and
all the other little Places and Ports round the Coaft:
of Kent and Effex.

There was alfo a very good Trade from the Coaft
of Suffeik with Corn, Butter and Checfe ; thefe
» Vefiels kepr a conftant Courfe of Trade, and with-
out Interruption came up to that Market known

ftill

* That Part of the River where the Ships lye up when they
come Home, is call'd the Poot, and takes in al] the River on
both Sides of the Water, from the Tower to Cuckold's Point,
and Limehoule. '
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ftill by the Name of Bear-Key, where they fupply’d
the City plentifully with Corn, when Land. Carriage
began to fail, and when the People began to be
fick of coming from many Places in the Country.

This alfo was much of it ewing to the Prudence
and Conduét of the Lord Mayor, who took {uch
care to keep the Mafters and Seamen from Danger,
when they came up, caufing their Corn to be bought
off at any time they wanted a Market, (which how-
ever was very feldom) and caufing the Corn-Factors
immediately to unlade and deliver the Vefluls leaden
with Corn, that they had very little Occalion to
come out of their Ships or Veffels, the Money be-
ing always carried on board to them, and putintoa
Pail of Vinegar before it was carried,

The fecond Trade was, that of Coals from New-
cofile upon Tyne ; without which the City would
have been greatly diftrefled ; for not in the Streets
only, but in private Houfes and Families, great
Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the
Summer long, and when the Weather was hottelt,
which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians;
fome indeed oppos’d it, and infifted that to keep
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa-
oate the Diftemper, which was a Fermentarion and
Heat already in the Blood 3 thar it was known to
fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in
cold, and therefore they alledg’d that all contagizus
Diftempers are the worfc for Hear, becau f« the Con-
tagion was nourifhed, and gain’d Strength in hot
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat,

Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Clj-
mate might propagate Infe€tion, as fultry hot Wea-
ther flls the Air with Vermin, and nourifhes mnu-
merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures,
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in
our Bodies, by the very Stench of which, Infetion

may

i i
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may be propagated ; alfo, that Heat in the Air, or
Heat of Weather, as we ordinarily call it, makes Bo-'
dies relax and faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the
Pores, and makes us moreapt to receive Infeétion,
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peftilen-
tial Vapours, or any other Thing in the Air :  But
that the Heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires
kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind,
but quick and fierce, tending not to nourifh but to
confume, and diflipate all thofe noxious Fumes,
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and
ftagnated, than feparated, and burntup; befides ic
was alledg’d that the [ulphurous and nitrous Parii-
cles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with
that bituminous Subftance which burns, are all af-
fifting to clear and purge the Air, and render 1t
wholfom and fafe to breathe in, after the noxious
Particles as above are difpers’d and burnt up,

The latter Opinion prevail’d at that Time, and
as I muft confefs 1 think with good Reafon, and
the Experience of the Citizens confirm’d it, many
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept in the Rooms,
having never been infeted at ally and T muft join
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good
Fires kept our Rooms fweet and wholfom, andI do
verily believe made our whole Family fo, more than
would otherwile have been.

But I return to the Coals as a Trade it was with
no lictle Difficuity that this Trade was kept open,
and particularly becaule as we were in an open
War with the Dureh, at that Time, -the Duich
Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made
them to ftay to come in Flects together 1 Burt after
fome time, the Capers were either afraid to take
them, or their Malters, the States, were afraid they
hould, and forbad them, left the Plague fhould be

among
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among them, which made them fare the bet-

ter.

For the Security of thofe Northern Tralers, the
Coal Ships were ordered by my Lord Mayor, not
to come up into the Pool above a certain Number
at a Time, and ordered Lighters, and other Vefiels,
fuch as the Wood-mongers, that is the Wharf
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furnifhed, to go down, and
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green-
wich, and fome farther down.

Others deliver’d great Quantities of Coals in par-
ticular Places, where the Ships could come to the
Shoar, as at Greenwich, Blackwal, and other Places,
in vaft Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale ; but were
then fetch’d away, after the Ships which bresght
them were gone 3 fo that the Seamen had no Com-
munication with the River-Men, nor fo much as
came near one another.

Yer all this Caution, could not effcctually pre-
vent the Dillemper getting among the Colliery,
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great
many Scamen died of ity and that which was fill
worfe, was, that they carried it down to Jpfwich,
and 2armouth, to Newcaflle upon Tyne, and other
Places on the Coalt ; where, elpecially at Neweafile
and at Sunderland, it carried off a great Number of
People.

The making fo many Fires asabove, did indeed
confume an unufual Quantity of Coals ; and that up-
on-one or two Stops of the Ships coming up, whe-
ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption
of Enemies, 1 do not remember, but the Price of
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 41. a
Chalder, but it foon abated when the Ships came
10, and as afterwards they had a freer Paffage, the
Price was very realonable all the reft of that Year,

The publick Fires which were made on thefe
Occalions, as I have calculated it, muft neceflarily

7 have
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have coft the City about 200 Chalder of Coals a
Week, if they had continved, which was in-
deed a very grear Quantity 5 but as it was, thoughe
neceflary, nothing was fpar’d 5 however, as fome of
the Phyficians cry’d them dawn, they were not kept
a-light above four or five Days ; the Fires were or-
der’d thus,

One at the Cuftom-houfe, one at Billing [rate, one

at Queen-bith, and one at the Three Cranes, one in
Black Frigrs, and one at the Gate of Bridewel, one
at the Corner of Leadenbal Street, and Grace-church,
one at the North, and one at the South Gate of the
Royal Exchange, one at Guild Hall, and one at
Blackwell-Hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayosr’s Door,
in St, Helens, one at the Weft Entrance into St.
Paul’s, and one at the Entrance into Bow Church -
“I do not remember whether there- was any at the
City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there was, juft
by St. Magnus Charch.
I know, fome have quarrelled fince that at the
Experiment, and faid, that there died the more
People, becaufe of thofe Fires ; but I am perfuaded
thofe that fay fo, offer no Evidence to prove it,
neither can 1 believe it on any Account whatever,

It remains to give fome Account of the State of
Trade at home in Eugland, during this dreadful
Time ; and particularly as it relates to the Manufac-
tures, and the Tradeinthe City: At the firft break-
ing out of the Infection, there was, as it is eafy o
fuppofe, a very great Fright among the People, and
confequently a general Stop of Trade ; except in
Provifions and Neceffaries of Life ;s and even in
thofe Things, as there was a valt Number of People
fed, and a very great Number always fick, befides
the Number which died ; fo there could not be
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con-
fumption of Provifions in the City asufed to be.

- It
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It pleas’d God, to fend a very plentiful Year of
Corn and Fruit, but not of Hay or Grals ; by
which means Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the
Plenty of Corn : Flefh was cheap, by reafon of the
Scarcity of Grafs; but Butter and Cheefe were
dear for the fame Realon, and Hay in the Market
juft beyond #bite-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 /. per
Load. Bur that affeted not the Poor; there was
a moft exceflive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, fuch
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes 3 and
they were the cheapery becaufe of the want of Peo-
ple ; but this made the Poor eat them to excefs, and
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Gurs,
Surfeits, and the like, which ofien precipitated them
into the Plague.

But to come to Matters of Trade ; firlt, Foreign
Exportation being ttopt, or at lealt very much in-
terrupted, and rendered difficult; a general Stop
of all thofe Manufactures followed of Courfe, which
were ufually breught for Exportation; and tho’ fome-
times Merchants Abroad were importunate for
Goods, yet little was fent, the Paffages being fo
generally ftop’d, that the Englih Ships would not
be admitted, as is faid already, into their Porr,

This put a Stop to the Manufatures, that were
for Exportation in molt Parts of England, except in
fome Out-ports ; and even that was foon flop’d;
for they all had the Plague in their Turn: But tho’
this was felt all over England; yet what was ftill
worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for home Confump-
tion of Manufactures, efpecially thole which ulual-
ly circulated thro’ the Londeners Hands, was ltop’d
at once, the Trade of the City being {top’d.

All Kinds of Handicrafis in the City, &5¢c. Tradel-
men and Mechanicks, were, as | have faid be-
fore, out of Emplay, and this occafion’d the putting
off, and difmifling an innumerable Number of Jour-
ney-men, and Work-men of all Sorte, feeing no-

thing

il
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thing was done relating to fuch T'rades, but what
might be faid to be abfolutely neceflary,
_ This caufed the Multitude of fingle People in
London to be unprovided for ; as alfo of Families,
whofe living depended upon the Labour of the
He:ds of thofe Families; I fay, this reduced them
£0 extreme Mifery 5 and I mult confefs it is for the
Honour of the City of Londen, and will be for
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that
they were able to fupply with charitable Provifion,
the Wanss of fo many Thoufands of thofe as after-
wards fell fick, and were diftrefld 5 fo thar it may
be fifely aver’d thar no Body perih’d for Wanr,
at leaft cthat the Magiftrates had any notice given
them of. ]

This Stagnation of our Manufa&uring Trade in
the Country, would have put the People there to
much greater Difficulties, but that the Mafter-
Workmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttermoil of
their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing chat as
foon as the Sicknefs fhould abate, they would have
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of
their Trade at that Time : Butas ncne but thofe
Mafters that were rich could do thus, and that
many were poor and not able, the Manufactoring
Trade in England fuffer’d greatly, and the Poor
were pinch’d all over England by the Calamiry of

- the City of London only,

It is true, that the next Year made them full

- amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City 3
~ fo that the City by one Calamity impoverifhed and
- weaken’d the Country, and by another Calamity
- even terrible too of its Kind, enrich’d the Country

and made them again amends: For an infinite Quan-

- tity of Houfhold Stuff, weari ng Apparel, and other

Things, befides whole Ware-houfes £]I%d with
Merchandize and Manufactures, fuch as come from
S all
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all Parts of England, were confum’d in the Fire of
London, the next Year after this terrible Vifitation :
1t is incredible what a Trade this made all over the
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to
fupplythatLofs: Sothat, in fhort, all the manufactur-
ing Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and
were little enough, for feveral Years, to fupply the
Market and anfwer the Demands; all Foreign Mar-
kets alfo were empty of our Goods, by the ftop
which had been occafioned by the Plague, and be-
fore an open Trade was allow’d again; and the
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join’d to
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods ; fo that
there never was known fuch a Trade all over Eng-
Jand for the Time, as was in the firft feven Years
after the Plague, and after the Fire of Lendon. |
It remains now, that 1 fhould fay fomething of
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment + The
[aft Week in September, the Plague being come to
its Crifis, its Fury began to afiwage. I remember
my Friend Boétor Heath coming to fee me the
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio-
lence of it would affwage in a few Days; but when
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was
the higheft of the whole Year, being 8297 of all
Difeales, 1 upbraided him with it, and afk’d him,
what he had made his Judgment from ? His Anfwer,
however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it
would have been 3 look you, fays be, by the Number

which are at this Time fick and infected, there fhould =

have been twenty Thoufand dead the laft Week, in-

{tead of eightThoufand, if the inveterate mortal Con-

tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago ; for then
it ordinarily kill'd in two or three Days, now not
under Eight or Ten; and then not above One in
Five recovered 3 whereas I have oblerv’d, that now

not above Two in Five mifcarry, and obferve’ 1
it from me, the next Bill will decreafe, and you

will

"
2
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will fee many more People recover than ufed todo;
for tho’ a valt Multitude are now every where in-
fected, and as many every Day fall fick’; yer there
will not fo many dic as there did, for the Maligni-
ty of the Diftemper is abated 3 adding, that he be-
gan: now to hope, nay more than hope, that the
Infeion had pafs’d its Crifis, and was going off ; and
accordingly fo it was, for the next Week being, as
- Ifaid, the laft in September, the Bill decreafed al-
moft two Thoufand.
vis true, the Plague was fhill at a frizhtul
Height, and the next Bill was no lefs than 6460, and
the next to that 57205 but fill my Friend’s Obfer-
vation was juft, and it did appear the People did re-
cover fafter, and more in Number, than they ufed
todo sand indeed if it had notbeen fo, what had been
the Condition of the City of London 2 for according
to my Friend there were not fewer than fixry Thou-
fand - People at that Time infeCted, whereof, as
above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered ;
whereas-had it been as it was before, Fifry thoufand
of that Number would véry probably have dicd, if
not more, and 50000 more would have fickned
for in a Word, the whole Mafs of People beganto
ficken, and it look’d as if none would eftape.
- But this Remark of my Friend’s appear’d more
evident in a few Wecks more 3 for the Decreafe
went on, and another Week in Ofober it decreas’d
1843. - So thar the Number dead of the Plague
was ‘but 2665, and the next Week it decreafed
I413 more, and yet it was fcen plainly, that there
was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more
than ordinary, and abundance fell fick every Day,
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difeale abated.,
~ Such is 'the precipitant Difpofition of our Peo-
ple, whether it is fo or not all over the World,
that's none of my particular Bufinefs to enquire s
but I faw it apparently here, that as upon the firt
S 2 Fright



260 Tke HISTORY o

Fright of the Infedtion, they fhon’d one another,
and fled from one another’s Houfes, and from the
City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, un-
neceffary Fright; fo now upon this Notion fpread-
_ing, (wz.) that the Diltemper was not fo catch-
_ing as formerly, and that if it was catch’d, it was not
~{o mortal, and feeing abundance of People, who
really fell fick, recover again daily; they took to
{uch a precipitant Courage, and grew fo entirely
~regardlefs of themfeclves, and of the Infection, that
they made no more of the Plague than of an or-
dinary Fever, norindeed fo much; they not only
went boldly into Company, with thofe who had
Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were
running, and confequently conragious, but eat and
drank with them, nay into their Houfes to wvific
them, and even, as [ was told, into their very
Chambers where they lay fick.
- This I cou’d not fee rational; my Friend Doc-
tor Heath allow’d, and it was plain to Experi-
ence, that the Diltemper was as catching as ever,
and as many fell fick, but only he alledg’d, that fo
many of thofe that fell fick did not die; but I think
that while many did die, and that, at beft the Di-
temper it felf was very terrible, the Sores and
Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of
_Death not left out of the Circumftance of Sicknefs,
~tho’ not fo frequent as before ; all thofe things toge-
ther, with the exceedingTedioufnefs of the Cure, the
Loathfomenefs of the Difeale, and many other Articles,
were esough to deter any Man living from a dan-
gerous Mixture with the fick People, and make them
as anxious almoft to avoid the Infection as before.
Nay there was another Thing which made the
meer catching of the Diftemper frightful, and that
was the terrible burning of the Caulticks, which
the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them
to break, and to run; without which the Dang:; !
o
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of Death was very great, even to the laft 3 alfo the
unfufferable Torment of the Swellings, which tho’
it might not make People raving and diftracted, as
they were before, and as T have given feveral In-
ftances of already, yet they put the Patient to in-
expreflible Torment 3 and thofe that fell into it, tho’
they did efcape with Life, ve they made bitter Com-
plaints of thofe that had.told them there was no Dane
ger, and fadly repented their Rafhnefs and Folly in
venturing to run into the Reach of it.

- Nor did this unwary: Condu& of the People end
here, fora great many that thus caft off their Cau-
tions fuffered more deeply flill; and  tho’ many
efcap’d, yet many died; and at leatt it had chis pub-
lick Mifchief attending it, that it made the De-
creafe of Burials flower than it would otherwife
have been ; for as this Notion run Jike Lightening
thro” the City, and People’s Heads were poffefs’
with it, even as foon as the firlt great Decreale in
the Bills appear’d, we found, that the two next
Bills did not decreafe in Proportion 5 the Reafon T
take to be the People’s running fo rafhly into Dan-
ger,-giving up all their former Cautions, and Care,
and all the Shynefs which they ufed to practife ; de-
pending that the Sicknefs would not reach them,
or that if it did they fhould not die.

The Puyficians oppos’d  this thoughtlefs Hu-
mour of the People with all their Might, and gave
out printed Directions, fpreading them all over the
City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue
referv’d, and to ufe ftill the utmoft Caution in their
ordinary Conduét, notwithftanding the Decreafe of
the Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of
bringing a Relapfe upon the whole City, and telling
them how fuch a Relapfe might be more fatal and
dangerous - than the whole Vifitation that had been
already ;” with many Arguments and Reéafons to ex-
plainand ‘prove that Part to them, and which are
t00 long to repeat here.

S 3 But
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But it was all to no Pdrpole, the audacious Crea-
tures were -fo. poflefs’d with the firlt: Joy, and fo
furpriz’d with the Satisfaction of feeing a vaft De-
creale in the weekly Bills, that they were impene-
trable by any new Terrors, and would not be per-
fuaded, but that the Bitternefs of Death was pafs’d;
and it was to no more . purpole to talk to them,
than to an Ealt-wind ; butthey open’d ‘Shops, went
about Streets; did Bufinefs, and converfed with “any
Body that came in their Way to converfe :with;
whether with Bufinefs, or without, neither inqui-
ring of their Healch, or fo'much as being ‘apprehen-
five of any Danger from them, tho’ they knew
them not to be found. J n Baiote anois
. This imprudent rath Conduct coft a great many
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caucon
fhut themfelves up, and kept retir’d as it were from
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God’s
Providence, been preferv’d thro’ all:the Heat of that
Lofeftion (7 1pern flaif o aool s navs I W
. This rath and foolifh Condué, I fay, of the People
went fo far, that the Minifters took notice to them
of it at Jalt, and Jaid before them both the Folly
and Danger of it and this check’d iv @' little, ‘o
that they grew more cautious, 'but it had ‘another
Effect, which they could not check 5 for as the firft
Rumour had fpread not over the City only, 'bat in-
to the Country, it had the like Effeét, and the Peo-
ple were {o tir’d with being fo long from London,
ard fo eager to come back, that they flock’d to
Town without Fear or Forécaft, and began to thew
themfelves in ihe Streets, as if all the Danger' was
over; It.-was indeed furprifingto fee'it, for tho*there
died &till from a Thouland to: eighteen Hundred" a
Week, yet the People: flock’d to! Town; as if all
had. beeniwelli, -2 1doirn slgeladl & doct won M6l
- The Confequence of this was, that the Bills en-
creas’d again Four Hundred ther very firft Week in
g1n doidw. b ©oon awt 2 SvorNogember §

1 gnol o0
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November 5 and if 1 might believe the Phyficians>
there was above three Thoufand fell fick that Weeks
moft of them new Comets too.

One FOHN COCK, a Barberin St. Marsin’s le
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; [ mean
of the hafty Return of the People, when the
Plague was abated : This Fobn Cock had left the
Town with his whole Family, and lock’d up his
Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as many
others did, and finding the Plague fo decreas’d in
November, that there §1Ed but 905 per Week of
all Difeafes,” he ventur’d home again ; he had in his
Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and
Wife, five Children, two ﬁpprentmes and a Maid
Servant 3 he had not been return’d to his Houlfe
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and
carry on his Tridi: but ‘the Diftemper broke out
in his Family, and within about five Days they all
died, except one, that is to t"ay, himfelf, his Wife,
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and
only the Maid remain’d alive.

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reft than
we had Rcaihn to f:xperft for the Malignity, as I have
faid, ‘of “the Diftemmiper was fpent, the ‘Contagion
was eshaufted; ‘and alfo the Winter Weather came
on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with
fome fharp Frofts; and this em:reaﬁng ftill, moft of
thofe that had fallen fick recover’d, and the Health
of theCity began to return : There were indeed fome
Returns: of  the Diftemper, even in the Month of
December, and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred,
but it went off again, and fo in a fhort whslc
Things began to return to their own Channel. And
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City was
again all‘'on a fudden ; fo that a Stranger could not
mifs theNumbers that were loft, neither was there any
mifs of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings : Few
or no ‘empty, Houfes were to be feen, or if there

S 4 were
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were fome, there was no want of Tenants for

them. #5113 T 4 : ¢
I wilh T cou’d fay, that as the City had a pew:
Face, fo the Manners of the People had a new Ap-

pearance : I doubt not but there were many that
retain’d a fincere Senfe of their Deliverance, and

that were heartily thankful to that. fovereign Hand,
that Tad protected them in fo dangrrous a Times it

would be very uncharitable to. judge otherwife in:
a City fo populous, and where the People were fo
devour, as they were here in the Time of the Vifi-

tation it felf; but except what of .this was to be
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muft be

acknowledg’d that the general Practice of the  Peo-
ple was juft as it was before, and very litde Diffe- .

rence was to be feen.

Some indeed faid Things were ﬁ*drﬂr, that the

Morals of the 'Peup]c declin’d from this very time ;
that the People harden’d by the Danger they had

been in, like Sea-men after a Storm is over, were
more wicked and more ftupid, more bold and .

hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than ‘they

were before ; but I will not carry it fo far neitlter =
It would take up a Hiftory of no fmall Length,

to give a Pardcular of all the Gradations, by which

Iy

the Courfe of Things in this City came to be re-

ftor’d again, and to run in their own Channel as |

they did before.

SomeParts of England were now infected as violent. :_
ly as London had been ; the Cities of Norwich, Peter-
borough, Lincoln, Colchefter, and other Places were <

nowvifited; and theMagaftrates of London began to fet

Rules for our Conduét, as to  correfponding with

thofe Cities : It is true, we could  not pretend to

forbid their People coming to Lendon, becaule it "

was impollible to know them affunder, fo after many

Confultatons, the Lord Mayor,. and Court of Al-

dermen were oblig’d to drop it: Al they cou’d do,
Was

e -

i

1
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was to warn and caution the People, not to enter-
tain in their Houfes, or converfe with any People
who they knew came from fuch infected Places,

But they might as well have talk’d to the Air,
for the People of Lomdon thovght themfelves fo
Plague-free now, that they were paft all Admoniti-
ons ; they feem’d to depend vpon it, thar the Air
was reftor’d, and that the Air was like a Mun that
had had the Small Pox, not capable of being infeéted
again; this reviv'd that Notion, that the Infe@tion
was all in the Air, that there was no fuch thing as
Contagion from the fick People to the Sound ; and
fo ftrongly did this Whimly prevail among People,
that they run- all together promifcuoufly, fick and
well 5 not the Mabometans, who, prepofies’d with
the Principle of Predeftination value nothing of
Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be more
obftinate than the People of London ; they that
were perfectly found, and came out of the whole-
fome Air, as we call 'it, into the City, made no-
thing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham-
bers, nay even into the fame Beds, with thofe that
had the Biftemper upon them, and were not reco-
vered. - -

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldnefs
with the Price of their Livess an infinite Number
fell fick, and the Phyficians had more Work than
ever, only with this Difference, that more of their
Patients recovered ; that is to fay, they generally
recovered, but certainly there were more People
infected, and fell fick now, when there did not
die above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a
Week, than there was when there died Five or Six
Thoufand a Week ; fo entirely negligent were the
People at that Time, in the great and dangerous
Cafe of Health and Infeftion; and fo ill were
they able to take or accept of the Advice of thofe
who cautioned them for their Good.

The
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The People being thus return’d, as it were in ge=
neral, 1t was very ftrange to find, that in their in-
quiring after their Friends, fome whole Families
were {0 entirely fwept away, that there was no Re-
membrance of them left 3 neither was any Body to
be found to poflefs or ihew any Title to that little

they had left ; for in fuch Cafes, what was to be
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn’d fome -

gone one way, fome another, |

It was faid fuch abandon’d Effeéts, came tqthc
King as the univerfal Heir, upon which we are told,

and I fuppole it was in part true, that the King grant-
ed all fuch asDeodands to the Lord Mayor and Court
of Aldermen of London, to be applied to the Ufe of

the Poor, of whom there were very many : For it is
to be obferv’d, that tho’ the Occafions of Relief,
and the Objects of Diltrefs were very many morein

the Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now
after all was over 5 yet the Diftrefs of the Poor was
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe
all the Sluices of general Charity were now fhut :

People fuppos’d the main Occafion to be over, and:

fo ftop’d their Hands; whereas particular Objects
were flill very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe
that were Poor, was very great indeed.; ' 8

Tho’ the Health of the City was now very much
reftor’d, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to fir,'
neither would Foreigners admit.our Ships into their -
Ports for a great while 5 as for the Datch, the Mif-
underftandings between our Court and thein had

broken out into a War the Year before 5 fo that our
Trade that way was wholly interrupted 5 but Spain

and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as alfo Hamburgh,
and all the Ports in the ‘Baltick, ‘thefe were all fhy
of us a great while, and would not reftore T'rade with:

us for many Months.
The Diltemper fweeping away fuch Mulcitudes,

as I have obfcrv’d, many, if not-all thé Que-parifhes -
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were obliged to make new Burying-Grounds, be-
fides that I have mentioned in Bunbi/l-Ficlds, fome
of which were continued, and remain in Ulfe to
this Day s but others were left' off, and which, 1
confefs, I mention with fome RefleCtion, being
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards,
the dead Bodies were difturb’d, abus’d, dug up
again, fome even before the Fleth of them was pe-
rithed from ‘the Bones, and remov’d like Dung or
Rubbifth to other Places ; fome of thofe which came
within the Reach of my Obfervation, are as fol- .
lohw 1wt '

1. A piece of Ground beyond Gofwel-Street, near
Mount-Mill, being fome of the Remains of the
old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where Abun-
dance were buried promifcuoully from the Parifhes
sof Alderfgate, Clerkenwell, and even out of the
City. This Ground, as I take it, was fince made
a Phyfick Garden, and after that has been buile
upon. |
.Pg_, A piece of Ground juft over the Black Ditch,
as it was then call’d, at the End of Holloway-Lane,
in Shoreditch Parifh ; it has been fince made a Yard
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but
is quite out of Ufe as a Burying-Ground.

3. Theupper End of Hand-Alley in Bifbop[gate-
ftreet, which was then a green Field, and was taken
in particularly for Bifbop[gate Parifh, tho’ many
of the Carts out of the City brought their Dead
thither alfo, particularly out of the Parifh of St. Al
ballows on the Wall; this Place I cannot mention
without much Regret 3 it was, as 1 remember, about
two or three Yearsafter the Plague was ceas’d, that
Sir Robert Clayton came to be pofleft of the Ground;
it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell
to the' King for want of Heirs, all thofe who had
any Right to it being carried off by the Peftilence,

and’ that Sir Robert Clayton obtain’d a Grantof it
i from
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from King Charles 11, But however he came by
it, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build
on, or built upon by his Order : The' firft Houfe
built upon it was a large fair Houfe flil] ftanding,
which faces the Sereet, or Way, now called Hand-
Alley, which, tho’ called an Alley, 1s as wide as a
Street : The Houfes in the fame Row with  that
Houfe Northward, - are built on -the very fame
Ground where the poor People were buried, and
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Founda.
~ utions, were dug up, fome of them remaining fo
plain to be feen, that the Women’s Sculls were di-
ftinguith’d by their long Hair, and of others, the
Flefh was not quite perithed; fo that the People be-
gan to exclaim loudly againft it, and fome fuggefled
that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi-
on : After which the Bones and Bodies, as faft as
they came at them, were carried to another part of
the fame Ground, and thrown all together into®a
deep Pit, dug on purpofe, which now is to  be
known, in that it is not built on, but is a Paflage
to another Houfe, art the upper End of Rofe Alley,
jull againft the Door of a Mecting-houfe, which has
been built there marly Years fince 3 aud the Ground
15 palifadoed off from the reft of the Paflage, in a
little Square 5 there lies the Bones and Remains of
near two Thoufand Bodies, carried by the Dead-
Carts to their Grave in that one Year.

4. Belides this, there was a piece of Ground jn

Moorfields, by the going into the Street, which 1
now called Old Betblem, which was enlarg’d much,
tho’ not wholly taken in on the fame Occafion.

N. B. The Author of this Journal, lies buried
in that very Ground, being at his own Defire, his
?iﬂ:cr having been buried there a few Years be.
ore. '

5. Stepney Parifh extending itfelf from the Eaft
part of London to the North, even to the very

Edge
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Edge “of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a picce of
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the faid
Church-yard; and which for that very Reafon, was
left open, and is fince, I fippofe, taken into the fame
Church-yard 3 and they had alfo two other burying
Places in Spittlefizids, one where fince a Chapel or
Tabernacle has been built for Fafe to this great
Larith, and another in Pesticoat-lane.

There were no lefs than Five other Grounds
made ufe of for the Parith of Stepmey at that Time 5
one where now ftands the Parith Church of St.
Paul’s Shadwel, and the other, where now f{tands
the Parifh Church of St. Fobn at Wapping, both
which had not the Names of Parithes at that Time,
but were belonging to Stepney. Parifh.

I cov’d name many more, but thefe coming
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftance
I thought made it of Ule to record them ; from
the whole, it may be obferv’d, that they were ob-
liged in thisTime of Diftrefs,to take in new burying-
Grounds in moft of the Out-parifhes. for laying
the prodigious Numbers of People which died in
fo fhort a Space of Time; but why Care was not
taken to keep thofe Places feparate from ordinary
Ufes, that fo the Bodies might reft undifturb’d,
that I cannot anfwer for, and muft confefs, I think it
was wrong ; who were to blame, I know not,

I fhould have mentioned, that the Quakers had
at that Time alfo a Burying-Ground, fet a-part
1o their Ufe, and which they ftill make ufe of, and
they had alfo a particular dead Care to fetch their
Dead from their Houfes ; and the famous Solmon
Lagle, who, as I mentioned before, had predicted the
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro’ the
Streets, telling the People, that it was come upon
them, to punith them for their Sins, had his own
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague,

and
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and was carried oneof the firft in the Quakers dead
Cart, to theirnew Burying-Ground, .

I might have throng’d this Account with many
more remarkablé Things, which occurr’d in theTime
of the Infe&tion, and particularly what pafs’d be-
tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was
then at Oxford, and what Direttions were from
Time o Time received from the Government for
their Condué on this critical Occalion.. But really
the Court concern’d themfelves fo little, and that
little they did was of fo {mall Import, that I do
not fee 1t of much Moment to mention any Part
of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly
Faft in the City, and the fending the Royal
Charity to the Relief of the Poor, both which I hav
mention’d before. = | | p iielE o

Great was the Reproach thrown on  thofe Phyfi-
cians who left their Patients during the Sicknefs,
and now they came (o Town again, no Body cared
to employ them ; they were called: Deferters, and
frequently Bills were fet up upon their Doors, and
written, Here is @ Doffor to ke lst! So that feveral
of thofe Phyficiins were fain for a while to fit ftill
and lock about them, or at leaft remove their Dwel-
lings, and fer up in new Places, and among. new
Acquaintance ; the like wasthe Cafe with the Clergy,
who the People were indeed very abufive to, writ-
ing Verfes and fcandalous Reflections upon them,
ferting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit 1o
be let, or fometimes 7o be fold, which was worfe.

It was not the leaft of our Misfortuues, that with
our Infe@tion, when it ceafed, there did not ceafe the
Spirit of Strifeand Contention,Slander and Reproach,
which was really the great Troubler of the Nation’s
Peace before : It was faid to be the Remains of the
old Animofities, which bad fo lately involv’d us all
in Blood and Diforder. But as the late At of In-

demnity had laid afleep the Quarrel it felf, fo the
Govern-
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inft: It is very certain, that a2 great many of
the Clergy, who were in Circumftances to do it,
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives
but ’tis true alfo, that a great many of them ftaid,
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the
Difcharge of their Duty.

It is true, fome of the Diffenting turn’d out Mi-
nifters ftaid, and their Courage is to be commend-
ed, and highly valued, but thefe were not abun-
dance ; it cannot be faid that they all ftaid, and
that none retir’d into the Country, any more than
it can be faid of the Church Clergy, that they all
went awayv ; neither did all thofe that went away,
go without fubftituting Curates, and others in their
Places, to do the Offices needful, and to wvifit the
Sick, as far as it was practicable ; fo thatupon the
whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been
made on both Sides, and we fhould have confider’d,
that fuch a time as this of 1663, is not to be parallel’d
in Hiftory, and that it is not the ftouteft Courage
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes; I had
not faid this, but had rather chefen to record
the Courage and religious Zeal of thofe of both
Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of
the poor People in their Diftrefs, without remem-

bring that any fail’d in their Duty on either fide.

But the want of Temper among us, has made
the contrary to this neceflary ; fome that ftaid, not
only boafting too much of themfelves, but revil-
ing thofe thar fled, branding them with Cowardice,
deferting their Flocks, and aéting the Part of the
Hireling, and the like : I recommend it to the Cha-
rity of all good People to look back, and reflect duly
upon the Terrors ef the Time ;3 and whoever does
fo will fee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that
cou’d {upport it : it was not like appearing in the
Head of an Army, or charging a Body of Horfe

in the Ficld; but it was charging Death it felf
; on-
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on his pale Horfe ; to ftay was indeed to die, .and it
could be efteemed nothing lefs, ¢ipecially as things
appear’d at the latter End of Augeft, and the Be-
ginning of September, and as there was reafon to
expect them at thac time ; for no Man expecled,
and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftemper woyld
take fo fudden a Turn as it did, and fall impe-
diately 2000 in a Week, when there was fuch a
prodigious Number of People fick at thar Time,
as it was known there was: and then it was thag

- many fhifted away, that had ftay’d moft of the time
before.”

Befides, if God gave Strength to forhe more than
to others, was it to boalt of their Ability to abide
the Stroke, and upbraid thofe that had not the fame
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to have
been humble and thankfal, if they were render’d
more vfeful than their Brechren ?

I'think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyficians, Sur.
geons, Apochecaries, Magiftrates and Officers of
every kind, asalfo all ufi-ful People, who ventur’d their
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cer.
tainly all fuch as ftay’d did o the lagt Degree,

_ and feveral of all thefe Kinds did not only venture,

but lofe their Lives on thar fad Occafion.

I was once making a Lift of al| fuch, I mean of
all thofe Profeflions and Employments who thus
died, as 1 call ir, in the way of their Duty 3 bue ic
was impoffible for a private Man to come ar g
Certainty in the Particulars ; I only remember, that
there died fixteen Clergymen, two Aldermen, five
Phyficians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and
Libertics before the beginning of Seprember - But
this being, as 1 faid before, the great Crifis and Exre-
mity of the Infeétion, it can be no compleat Lift: As
to inferior People, I think there died fix and forty

T Cun-
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Confltables and Headboroughs in the two Parifhes of

Stepney and White-Chapel; but I could not carry
my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of the Di-
ftemper in September came upon us, it drove us out
of all Meafures : Men did then no more diecby Tale
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly
Bill, and call them feven or eight Thoufand, or
what they pleas’d ; ’tis certain they died by Heaps,
and were buried by Heaps, that is to fay, without Ac-
count; and if 1 might believe fome People, who
were more abroad and more converfant with thofe
things than I, tho’ I was public enough for one
that had no more Bufinefs to do than 1 had, I fay,
if 1 may believe them, there was not many lefs bu-
ried thofe firft three Weeks in September than 20000
per Week ; however the others aver the Truth of
it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the publick Account ;
feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to
make good all that I have faid of the Terror of thofe
Timess and it is much to the Satisfaction of me
that write, as well as thofe that read, to be able to
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation,
and rather within Compafs than beyond it.

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifh, when
we were recover'd, our Condu& had been more
diftinguifh’d for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem-
brance of the paft Calamity, and not fo much a
valuing our felves upon our Boldnefs in ftaying, as
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand
of God, or that thofe, who ftay, do not fometimes
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpifing
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind
of Defperation, and not a true Courage.

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil
Officers, fuch as Conftables, Headboroughs, Lord
Mayor’s, and Sheriff’s-men, as alfo Parifh Officers,
whofe Bufinefs it was to take Charge of the Poor,

did
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Neither did Ido, what 1 know fome did, keep
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and
Wine, and fuch things, and which, as I obferv’d, one
learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that
he could not leave them off when the Infetion was
qigiite gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Life
alter,

I remember, my Friend the Doftor ws’d to fay,
that there was a certain Setof Drugs and Preparations,
which were all certainly good and ufeful in the cafe
of an Infe@ion ; out of which, or with which, Phy-
ficians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines,
as the Ringers of Bells make feveral Hund red diffe-
sent Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Or-
derof Sound butin fix Bells ; and thatall thefe Prepara-
tions fhall be really very good ; therefore, faid he, I do
not wonder that {o vaft a Throng of Medicines is of-
fer’d in the prefent Calamity ; and almoft every Phyfi-
dian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his
Judgment or Experience guides him: but, fays
my Friend, letall the Prefcriptions of all the Phy-
ficians in Eondon be examined ; and it will be found,
that they are all compounded of the fame things,
with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy
of the Doftor leads him to 3 fo that, {ays he, every
Man judging a little of his own Conftitution and
manner  of his living, and Circumftances of
his being infected, may dire€t his own Medicines
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations :
Only that, fays he, fome recommend one thing as

molt fovereign, and fome another; fome, fays he,

think that Pill. Ruff. which is call’d itfelf the Anti-

peftilential Pill, is the beft Preparation that can be

made ; others think, that Venice Treacle is {ufficient

of it [f to refift the Contagion, and I, fays he,

think as both thefe think, wiz. that the laft is

to take beforehand to prevent it, and the laft, i =
touch’d, to expel it. According to this Opinion, I '
feveral
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feveral times took Pemice'Treacle, and a found Sweat
vpon it, and thought myfelf as well fortified againit
the Infection as any one could be fortified by the
Power of Phyfic.

As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the
Town was lo full, I liltened to none of them, and
have obferv’d, often fince, with fome Wonder, that
for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely faw or
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied
they were all fwept away in the Infetion to a Man,
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God’s
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor Pcople
into the Pit of Deftruction, merely for the Lucre of a
little Money they got by them ; but I cannot go
that Length neither ; that Abundance of them died
18 certain, many of them came within the Reach of
my own Knowledge ; bur that all of them were
fwept off I much queftion; 1 believe rather they
fled into the Country, and tried their Practices upon
the People there, who were in Apprehenfion of the
Infection before it came among them.

This, however, is certain, not a Man of them ap-
pear’d for a great while in or about London. There
were, indeed, feveral Doctors, who publithed Bills,
recommending their feveral phyfical Preparations for
cleanfing the Body, as they callit, after the Plague,
and needful, as they faid, for fuch People to take,
who had been vifited and had been cur’d 3 whereas
I muft own, I belicve that it was the Opinion of
the moft eminent Phyficians at that tme, that
the Plague was itfelf a ufficient Purge ; and that
thofe who efcaped the InfeCtion needed no Phylic
to cleanfe their Bodies of any other Things ; the
running Sores, the Tumors, &', which were broke
and kept open by the Directions of the Phyficians,
having fufficiently cleanfed them ; and that all
other Diftempers, and Caufes of Diftempers, were
effectually carried off that Way ; and as the Phy-

%13 ficians
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Sheep there, (and who it feems had a Cuftom to
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look
thicker and faiter than it was, and were punithed
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fiy, from the
- End of the Street towards Newgate, there ood two
long Rows of Shambles for the filling Meat.

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fall-
ing down dead, as they were buying Mear, gave
rife toa Rumour, that the Meat was all infeéted,
which, tho” it might affright the People, and fpoiled
the Market for two or three Days ; yet it appeared
plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Truth
in the Suggeftion: But no Body can account for
the Pofleflion of Fear when it takes hold of the
Mind.

However, it pleafed God, by the continuing of
the Winter Weather, fo to reftore the Health of the
City, that by February following, we reckoned the
Diftemper quite cealed, and then we were not fo
ealily frighted again.

There was {lill a Queftion among the Learned,
and at firft perplexed the People a little, and that
was in what manner to purge the Houfe and Goods
where the Plague had been, and how to render
them habitable again, which had been Ift empiy
during the Time of the Plague ; abundance of Per-
fumes and Preparations were prefcribed by Phyfici-
ans, fome of one kind and fome of another, in
which the People, who liftened to them, pur them-
fclvestoa greaty and, indeed, in my Opinion, to an
unneceflary FExpence ; and the poorer Pcople, who
only fet open their Windows Night and Day, burnt
Brimftone, Pich, apd Gunpowder, and fuch Things
in their Rooms, did as well as the beft ; nay, the
eager People, who, as I faid above, came Home in
hafte, and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon-
venience in their Houfes, nor in the Goods, and did
little or nothing to them. -
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti-
cular Directions for what they called Seafoning of
their Houfes, and abundance of coftly Things were
confum’d on that Account, which, I cannot but
fay, not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defired,
but fll’d the Air with very grateful and wholefome
Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit
of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of
them.

And yet after all, tho’ the Poor came to Town
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I muft fay,
the Rich made no fuch Haite ; the Men of Bulinels,
indeed, came up, but many of them did not bring
their Families to Town till the Spring came on, and
that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that the
Plague would not return. 3

The Court, indeed, came up foon after Chriftmas,
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as depend-
ed upon, and had Employment under the Admini-
ftration, did not come fo foon,

I fhould have taken Notice here, that notwith.
ftanding the Violence of the Plague in London, and
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that ic
was never on board the Fleet; and yet, for fome
time, there was a ftrange Prefs in the River, and
even in the Streets for Seamen to man the Fleet :
But it was in* the Beginning of the Year, when the
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all come down
to that Part of the City where they ufually prefs
for Seamen 3 and tho’ a War with the Dutch was
not at all grateful to thePeople at that time, and the
Seamen went with a kind of Reluctancy into the
Service, and many complained of being dragg’d into
it by Force, yet it proved in the Event a happy
Violence to feveral of them, who had probably
perithed in tne general Calamity, and who, after the
Summer Service was over, tho’ they had Caufe to

lament
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Jament the Defolation of their Families, who, when
they came back, were many of them in their Graves ;
yet they had room to be thankful, that they were
carried out of the Reach of it, tho’ fo much againft
their Wills ; we indeed had a hot War with ths
Dutch that Year, and one very great Engagement
at Sea, in which the Dutch were worlted 3 but we
Ioft a great many Men and fome Ships. But, as I
obferv’d, the Plague was not in the Fleer, and when
they came to lay up the Ships in the River, the vio-
lent Part of it began to abate, |

I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of
this melancholy Year with fome particular Examples
hittorically ; I mean of the Thankfulnefs to God our
Preferver for our being delivered from this dreadful
Calamity; certainly the Circumftance of the Delive-
rance, as well as the terrible Enemy we were deliver-
ed from, call'd upon the whole Nation for it; the
Circumftances of the Deliverance were indeed very
remarkable, as I have in part mention’d already, and
particularly the dreadful Condition, which we were
all in, when we were, to the Surprize of the whole
Town, made joyful with the Hope of a Stop of the
Infection.

Nothing but the immediate Finger of Ged, no-
thing but cmnipotent Power could have done it ;
the Contagion dfpifed a'l Medicine, Death rag’d in
every Corner; and had it gone on as it did then, a
few Weeks more would have clear’d the Town of
all, and every Thing that had a Soul: Men every
where began to defpair, every Heart fail’d them for
Fear, People were made defperate thro® the Anguifh
of their Souls, and the Terrore of Death fat in the
very Faces and Countenances of the People.

In that very Moment, when we might very well
fay, Vain was the Ielp of Man; I fay in that very

Moment
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Moment it pleafed God, with a moft agreeable Sur-
prize, to caule the Fury of it to abate, even of itfelf,
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho’ in-
finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died ; and the
very firlt Week’s Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Num-
ber indeed !

It is impofiible to exprefs the Change that ap-
pear’d in the very Countenances of the People, that
Tbur/day Morning, when the weekly Bill came out 5
it might have been perceiv’d in their Countenances,
that a fecret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every
Bodies Face ; they fhook one another by the Hinds
in the Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side
of the Way with one another before; where the
Streets were not too broad, they would open their
Windows and call from one Houfe to another, and
alk’d how they did, and if they had heard the good
News, that the Plague was abated ; fome would re-
turn when they faid good News, and afk, what good
News? and when they anfwered, that the Plague
was abated, and the Bills decreafed almolt 2000, they
would cry out, Ged b¢ praifed 5 and would weep aloud
for Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it;
and fuch was the joy of the People that it was as i
were Life to them from the Grave. [ could almoft
fet down as many extravagant Things done in the
Excefs of their Joy, asof their Grief ; but that would
be to leflen the Value of i,

I muft confels myfelf to have been very much de-
je€ted julk before this happen’d s for the prodigwus
Number that were taken fick the Week or two be-
fore, befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the La«
mentations were {0 great every where, that a Man
muft have feemed to have afted even againft his
Reafon, if he had fo much as expected to efeape
and as there was hardly a Houfe, but mine, in all
my Neighbourhood, but what was infefted ; fo .'1.1?1

- it
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it gone on, it would not have been long, that there

would have been any more Neighbours to be infect-
ed; indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Ha-
vock the laft three Weeks had made, for if I might
believe the Perfon, whofe Calculations 1 always found
very well grounded, there were not lefs than 30000
People dead; and near 100,000 fallen fick in the three
Weeks I fpeak of; for the Number that fickened
was furprifing, indeed it was aftonifhing, and thofe
whofe Courage upheld them all the Time before,
funk under it now.

In the Middle of their Diftrefs, when the Condi-
tion of the City of Londen was {o truly calamitous,
juft then it pleafed God, as it were, by his immediate
Hand to difarm this Enemy ; the Poifon was taken
out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even the Phyfi-
ctans themfelves were furprized at it 3 wherever they
vifited, they found their Patients better, either they
had {weated kindly, or the Tumors were broke, or
the Carbuncles went down, and the Inflammations
round them chang’d Colour, or the Fever was gone,
or the violent Head-ach was affwag’d, or fome good
Symptom was ‘in the Cafe 5 fo that in a few Days,
every Body was recovering, whole Families that were
infected and down, that had Minifters praying with
them, and expected Death every Hour, were reviv-
ed and healed, and none died at all out of them.

Nor was this by any new Medicine found out, or
new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Experi-
ence in the Operation, which the Phyficians or Sur-.
geons atrain’d to; but it was evidently from the fe-
cret invifible Hand of him, that had at frft fent this
Difcafe as a Judgment upon us 3 and let the Athe-
iflic Part of Mankind call my Saying what they
pleale, it is no Enthufialm 3 it was acknowledg’d at
that Time by all Mankind ; the Difeale was ener-

vated,

o
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vated, and its Malignity {pent, and let it proceed
from whenceloever it will, let the Philofophers fearch
for Realons in Nature to account for it by, and la-
bour as much as they will to leffen the Debt they owe
to their Maker ; thofe Phyficians, who had the leaft
Share of Religion in them, were oblig’d to acknow=
ledge that it was all fupernatural, that 1t was extra=
ordinary, and that no Account could be given of it,

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons to
us all to Thankfulnefs, efpecially we that were un-
der the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be
thought by fome, afier the Senfe of the Thing was
over, an officious canting of religiousThings, preach-
ing a Sermon inftead of writing a Hiltory, making
myfelf a Teacher inftead of giving my Obferva-
tions of Things; and this reftrains me very much
from going on here, as I might otherways do: But
if ten Leapers were healed, and but one return’d to
give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be
thankful for myfelf,

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of
People who to all Appearance were very thankful ac
that Time; for their Mouths were ftop’d, even the
Mouths of thofe, whofe Hearts were not extraordi-
nary long affeCted with it: Buot the Impreflion was
fo ftrong at that Time, that it could not be refifted,
no not by the worft of the People.

It was a common Thing to meet People in the
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no-
thing at all of, exprefling their Surprize. Going one
Day theo’ Aldgate, and a pretty many People being
paffing and repafling, there comes a Man out of the
End of the Minories, and looking a little up the
Street and down, he throws his Hands abroad, Lord,
what an Alteration is bere! Why, lalt Week I came
along here, and hardly any Body was to be feen

another
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another Man, 1 heard him, adds to his Words, *fis
all wonderful, ’uis all a Dream : Blefled be God,
fays a third Man, and let us give Thanks to him,
for *tis all his own doing: Human Help and hu-
man Skill was at an End. Thefe were aiF Strangers
‘to one another : But fuch Salutations as thefe were
frequent in the Street every Day ; and in Spight of
a Joofe Behaviour, the very common People went
along the Streets, giving God Thanks for their De-
liverance, -

It was now, as I faid before, the People had caft off
all Apprehenfions, and that too faft ; indeed we were
no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white
Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occafion’d by
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful to
the laft Degree, but the Week before ; but now the
Street was full of them, and thefe poor recovering
Creatures, give them their Due, appear’d very fen-
fible of their unexpeéted Deliverance 3 and I fhould
wrong them very much, if I fhould nor acknowledge,
that 1 believe many of them were really thankful ;
but T muft own, ‘that for the Generality of the People
it might too juftly be faid of them, as was faid of the
Children of Ifrael, after their being delivered from
the Hoft of Phargoh, when they paifed the Red-Sea,
and look’d back, and {aw the Egyptians overwhelmed
mn the Water, viz. That they fang bis Praife, but
they foon forgot bis Works.

[ can go no farther here, I thould be counted cen-
forious, and perhaps unjuft, if I [hould enter into
the unpleafing Work of reflecting, whatever Caufe
there was for 1t, upon the Unthankfulpefs and Re-
turn of all Manner of Wickednefs among us, which
I was o muach an Eye-witnefs of myfelf; T thall con-
clude the Account of this calamitous Year therefore

with
















A JoURNAL of what paffed in the
ity of MAF,SEILLES, &ec.

HE Coafts of the Levant being al-

T (§° ways lufpeéted of the Plague, all Ships

which come from thence for Marfeilles,

ftop at the Iflands of Chateaudif; and

the Intendants of Health repulate the Time and

Manner of their Quarantaines, and of purifying

their Cargoes, by the Tener of their Patents (or

Bills of Health,) and by the State of Health of
the particular Places from whence they come,

The Beginning of May, 1720. we had Advice
at Marfeilles, that from the Month of March the
Plague was rife in moft of the Maritime Towns or
trading Ports of Palefline and Syria.

The 25th of the faid Month of May, the Ship
commanded by Captain Chataud, which came from
thence, that is to fay, from Sidon, Tripoli, Syria,
and Cyprus, arrives at the faid Iflands; but his
Patents are clean (i.e. his Cercificates imported
there was no Contagion at thofe Places,) becaufe
he came away the 31ft of Famuary, before the
Plague was there. He declares, however, to the
Intendants of Health, that in his Voyage, or at
deghorn where he touched, Six Men of his Crew
died; but he fthews by the Certificate of the Phy-
ficians of Health at Leghorn, that they died on-
ly of Malignant Fevers, caufed by unwholfom
Provifions.

U 2 The
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The 27th of May, one of his Sailors dies in
his Ship.

The 28th, the Intendants caufe the Corpfe to be
‘carried into the Infirmary; Guerard, chief Surgeon
of Health, views it; and makes Report, that it
has not any Mark of Contagion.

The 29th, the Intendants fettle the purifying of
the Goods of this Cargo, to Forty Days compleat,
to be reckoned from the Day the laft Bale fhall be
carried from it into the Infirmaries.

The laft of May, three other Veflels arrive at
the fame Iflands ; v72z. Two fmall Veflels of Cap-
tain Aillaud’s from Sidon, whence they came fince
the Plague was there ; and Captain Fougue’s Bark
from Scanderaoon.

The 12th of Fune, Captain Gabriel’s Ship arrives
there likewife from the fame Places, with a foul
Patent ; (i. e. importing, that the Plague was
there.)

The fame Day the Officer, whom the Intendants
tiad put on Board Captain Chataud’s Ship to fee
Quarantain duly performed, dies there; Guerard
chief Surgeon of Health views the Body, and
makes Report that it has not any Mark of Con-
tagion. ,

The 14th of Fune, the Paflengers who came inthe
faid Ship, are perfumed for the laft time in the Infir-
maries; and are allowed to enter the City as ufual.

The 23d, being the Eve of St. Fobn Baptifi, the
Grand Prior arrives at Genoa with the King’s Gal-
lies; the Sheriffs have the Honour to welcome him,

and I to make a Speech to him in the Name of the |

City.

Ship, a Servant employed at the Infirmaries in
purifying the Goods of that Ship, and another
who was purifying thofe of Captain Gabriel’s Ship,
fall fick; the fame Surgeon makes Report that they
have not any Mark of Contagion. The

The fame DayaCabbin-Boyof Captain Chataud'’s
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The 24th another Servant employed to purfy
Caprain Aillaud’s Goods, falls fick likewife; is vi-
fited and the fame Report made,

The 24th, and 26th, all Four dic one after ano-
ther ; their Bodies are viewed, and Report made
that they have not any Mark of Contagion,

Notwith{tanding the Reports thus made, the
Intendants confult and refolve by way of Precau-
tion to caufe all thefe Bodies to be buried in Lime;
to remoye from the Ifland of Pomegué the Ships
of the Captains Chataud, Aillaud, and Gabriel, and
fend them to a diftaat Ifland called Jarre, therero
begin again their Quarantain; and to inclofe the
Yard where their Goods are puritying in the Infir-
maries, without fuffering the Servancs employed
to air them, to come out.

The 28th of Fune, another Veflel, being Cap-
tain Gueymart’s Bark, from Sidon, arrives at the
aforefaid Iflands with a foul Patent.

The 1ft of Fuly, the Intendants pafs a Refoluti.
on, to caufe all the Vefltls which were come with
foul Patents, to Anchor at a good Diftance off the
Ifland of Pomegué. |

The 7th of Fuly, two more Servants fhut up to
purify in the Infirmaries the Goods brought by
Captain Chataud, fall fick; the Surgeon finds Tu-
mours in their Groins, and fays in his Report thit
he does not believe however it is the Plague: He
pays for his Incredulity, perhaps for nort rightly
underftanding the Diitemper, by dying himfeif
{oon after, with partof his F amily. |

The 8th, ancther Servantfalls fick ; the Surgecn
fnds a Swelling in the upper Part of the Thigh,
and then declares he takes it to be q Mark of Con-
tagion, and defires a Confultation, ‘ -

Immediately the Intendants call three other
Mafter-Surgeons to vifit the faid Servants; thei-
Reportis, that they have all certainly the Plague.

U The
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The gth, thofe Patients die, they are buried in
Iime, andall their Apparel is burnt. :

The Intendants refolve to caufe all the Goods of
Captain Chatand’s Cargoe, t0 be taken out of the
Infirmaries, and fent to be urified on the Iland of
Yarre 5 and they repair to the Town-THoufe to ac-
quaint the Sheriffs, with what has paffed.

The Matterappearing tobeof Confequence, they
write about it to the Council of Marine, and to
the Marfhal Duke de #illars, Governor of Provence;
and M. Eftells, one of the chief Sheriffs, with two
Intendants of Health, are deputed to go to Aix to =
give an Account of it to M. Lebret, firft Prefident i
S the Parliament and Intendantof Juftice and of
Commerce. ! |

The fame Day, M. Peiflonel, and his Son, Phyfi-
cians, come to the Town-Houfe, to give Notice to
the Sheriffs, that having been called to a Houfe in
the Square of Linche, to vifit a young Man name d
Fiflalene, he appeared to them to have the Plague.

That Inftant, Guards are fent to the Door of
that Houfe, to hinder any one from coming out
of it.

The 1oth of Fuly that Patient dies, and his Sifter
falls fick; the Guard is doubled; and itbeingjudg-
ed proper to carry both off; to do it the more

uietly, and without alarming the People, 1t 1s
gela}*cd tll Night; when at Eleven o’Clock M.
Mouftier, another of the chief Sheriffs, repairs
thither without Noife, fends for Servants from the
Tnfirmaries, encourages them to go up into the
Houfe, and they having brought down the Dead
and the Sick, he orders them to cairy them in
Litters without the Town to the Infirmaries, caufes
all Perfons belonging to the Houfe to be conducted
thither likewife, occompanies them himfelf with
Guards, that none might come near them, and then
ceturns to fee the Door of the Houfe clofed up wi

Mortar, | : The
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The 11th, Notice is given, that one Boya/is fallen
fick in the fame Quarter of the Town, Phyficians
and Surgeons are fent to vifit him; they declare
he has the Plague, his Houfe is inftantly fecured
by Guards, and when Nightis come M. Mouftier
goes thither, fends for the Buriers of the Dead from
the Infirmaries, and finding the Patient was newly
dead, caufes themto take the Corpfe accompanies
it, fees it interred in Lime, and then returns to
remove all the Perfons of that Houfe to the Infir-
maries, and the Door to be clofed up.

‘The r2th, all this is told tothe Grand Prior, who
dtill remains at Marfeilles; the firft Prefident is wric
to; the Intendants of Health are afiembled, to
caufe all the Veflels come from the Levant, with
foul Patents, to go back to the Ifland of Farre, and
all their Goods that remain in the Infirmaries to be
removed thither likewife: M. Audimar, one of the
Sheriffs, prefided in their Aflembly, to infiuence
them to pafs this Refolution.,

This, and the following Day, the Sheriffs make
very ftrict Enquiry in the Town, to difcover all
Perfons who had Communication with thofe Dead
or Sick of the Plague; the moft fufpected are fent
to the Infirmaries, and the others confined to their
Houfes.

The 14th, they write an Account of what has
pafied to the Council of Marine; they refolve not
to give any more Patents (or Certificates of Healch)
to any Veflcl, dll they can be fure the Diftemper
is over.

The 15th, left from this Refufal to give Certifi-
cates of Healch, it thould be believed in foreign
Countries that the Plague is in Marfeilles; and Jeft
this thould entirely interrupt all Commerce, they
write to the Officers Confervators of Health at all
the Ports of Ewrope, the real Fact; that is to {ay,
that there are feveral Perfons ill of the Cf;:-nragion
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Way of Precaution, as if thofe Sick were aEhlﬂlr
touched with the Plague; tofend them all without
Noife to the Infirmaries; and for the prefent to
confine them in their Houfes. '

The 27th, Eight of thofe Sick die; the Sheriffs
themfelves go to their Houfes to caufe them to
be fearched; Buboes are found on Two of them:
The Phyficians and Surgeons ftill hold the fame
Language, and impute the Caufeof the Diftemper
to unwholfom Food. Notwithftanding which,
as foon as Night comes, M. Maxuficr repairs to the
Place, fends for Servantsﬁﬂmthelnﬁrmaries,makcs
them willingly or by Force, take up the Bodies,
‘with all due Precautions; they are carried to the
Infirmaries, where they are buried with Lime; and
all the reft of theNight he caufes the remaining
‘Sick, and all thofe of their Houfes, to be remaved
to the Infirmaries.

The 28th, very t:arl?rl in the Morning, Searchis
made every where for thofe who had Communicati.
on with them, in order to confine them: Orther
Perfons in the fame Street fal] fick, and fome of
thofe who firft ficken’d dye. At Midnight M.
Ejftelle (who was come back from Aix) repairs
thither; caufes the Buriers of the Dead at the In-
firmaries to attend; makes them carry off the dead
Bodies, and bury them in Lime; and then fil}
Day-break fees all the Sick condu@ed to the
Infirmaries. *

The People who love to decejve themfelves, and
willhave it abfolutely not to be the Plague, urge a
Hundred falfe Reafons on that Side. Would the
Plague, fay they, attack none but fuch poor Peo-
ple ? Would it operate {o flowly?

Let them have but a few Days Patiencé, and
they will fee all attacked without diftinétion, with.
the fwiftelt Rage, and the moft dreadfu] Havock,
that ever was heard of, |

Some
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Some obftinately contend that the Diftemper
proceeded wholly from Worms: But while they
gmm to argue fo confidently, trembling with

ear in their Hearts, they make up their Pack to
be the readier to fly : What all others are doing, I
Jeave to be imagined; every one hastakenthe Fright
and is ready to run out of the Town, to feek
Refuge any where.

In the mean while, the Diftemper continuing in
the Street of Lefcalle, the 29th of Fuly, and 10
Days after fucceflively, the Sheriffs are obliged
to give Nightly the fame Attendance, and in the
Day-time to make continual Search after all thofe
who had Communication with the Sick or Dead:
People fall fick in feveral other Parts of the Town;
they are confined in Places by themiclyesby Guards;
fome of them die, and every Night M. Efelle
and Mouftier, goby Turns to fee them carried off,
to remove the reft to the Infirmaries, and to faften
up or perfume Houfes; Labours as dangerous as
toilfom, efpecially when after having fat up and
ftaid all Night in the Street, they find themfelves
obliged to apply all the Day after to a thoufand
other Things no lefs troublefom.

M. Audimar and Dieudé, the other Sheriffs, are
fatigued on their part with continual Care and
Pains, arifing from the Increafe of neceflary Bufi-
nefs in a Town, where the common Courfe of
Occurrences takes up all the Time the Civil Ma-
giftrate can beftow. M. Dieudé, however, goes
two Nights together, to accompany the Officers at
the removing the Dead and the Sick,

The Marquis de Pilles, the Governor, is perpe-
tually co-operating with them all ; he is every Day,
from Morning till Night, at the Town-Houfe, ap-
iilying himfelf indefatigably to all that his Zeal and

rudence fuggeft to him; and toall that the main-
taining of good Order requires on fuch an Occafion.

The

S
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The whole Sum in Specie at this time in the City.
Treafury, is but 1100 Livres; and "tis manifeit,
that if the City come to be thoroughl infected, all
muft perifh for Want of Money : Tﬁis obligesthe
Sheriffs to write to the Firft Prefident, to prefs him
carneftly to be pleafed to procure Money for them.

Bread-Corn being fcarce, is immediately run
up to an exorbitant Price; to prevent therefore its
being hoarded up to make it dearer, an Ordinance
is iﬁed at my inftance, to forbid the huarding it,
on fevere Penaltics, Two other Ordinances are
publifhed at the fame time, forbidding all Perfons
to have and keep in the Town, any thing that
might contribute to the {preading of the Contagion.

- The goth of 7uly, a general View and Inventory
is taken of all the Provifions in the City 3 and the
Sheriffs finding hardly any Bread-Corn, Meat, or
Wood, and little Money in the Treafury to buy
Stores with ; all things exceffively dear 3 Diforder
incrtaﬁng; the Populace as poar as frighten’d ; all
the Perfons of Condition and the Rich already fled ;
They write to M. /e Pelletier des Forts, and repre-
fenting to him the deplorable Condition of Marfe-
tles, befeech him to intercede with his Royal High-
nefs to grant them fome Supplies.

The 31t of Fuky, another Ordinance is iffed at
my Inftance, to oblige all ftrange Beggars to de-
part the City this Day; and thofe fettled in the
Taewn, to retire into the Hofpital de la Charité, on
the Penalty of being whippecf

But this Ordinance is not putin Execution, be-
caufe we learn the fame Day, that the Chamber of
Vacations of the Parliament of Aix, on the Rumour
that the Plague is in Mar/felles, has publifh’d an
Arrét, forbidding the Marfeillians to ftir out of the
Bounds of their own Tirritory 5 the Inhabitants of all
the Towns and Places of Provence to communicate
with them, or to harbour them ; and all Muleteers,

' Carriers,
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Carriers, and all others, to go to Marfeilles, for
what Caufe, or under what Pretext foever, on Pain
of Death.

In this Condition, how could 2 or 3000 Beggars,
that were then in the City, be turned out of it ?
Not being able to pafs beyond the Limit of the
~ Territory, they would be conftrained to ftay there,
and to ravage it for Subfiftance.

The 1ft of Auguff, M. Sicard, Father and Son,
Phyficians, come to the Town-Houfe, to tell the
Sheriffs, that it is not to be doubted the Diftemper
in the City is really the Plague, but that they make
fure Account they fhall put an end to it, if they
will do what they fhall prefcribe ; which is to buy
up a great (luhantiry of Wood, Brufhes and Fag-
gots; to lay them in Piles, at fmall Diftances, a-
long the Walls of the Town, and in all publick
Walks, open Places, Squares, and Markets; to
oblige every private I_’erl%n to lay a Heap of them
before his houfe, in all the Streets in general ; and
to fet them a]l on fire at the fame time, in the Be-
ginning of the Night ; which will moft certainly
put an End to the Plague.

Every body being willing to make this experi-
ment ; and all the other Phyficians, who are call-
ed daily to the Town-Houfe to give an Acconnt of
the Progrefs of the Diftemper, not difapproving
it ; the Sheriffs forthwith caufe all the Wood, Fag-
gots, and Brufhes that can be found, to be bought
up; and M. Audimar aud Diendé go with the ut-
moft Ardour to fee them placed a%:mg the Walls,
and in the publick Walks and Places.

The 2d of Auguft, they publifh an Ordinance,
commanding all the Inhabitants to make each a
Bonfire before his Houfe, and to light it at g a-
Clock at Night, the Moment thofe along the Walls
and in the publick Places fhall be lighted. This
is executed : Itis a magnificent Sight, to behold a

Circuit
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Circuit of Walls, of fo lar » fo vaft Extent, all
illuminated ; and if this fhould cure the City, it
would certainly be cured in a2 moft joyful and a-
greeable manner.

The Magiftrates, who to fatisfy the Publick, and
to avoid all Reproach, make fuch Experiments,
cannot however {leep upon the Succefs promifed
from them ; Prudence requires they fhould purfue
proper Meafures, and not be with-held by vain
Hopes: They write to the Firft Prefident, and de-
fire him, fince the Roads are barricaded againft
them, to be pleafed to difpatch for them a Couri-
er to the Court, to reprefent their Mifery, and the
Inconveniences they have ground to fear, as being
without a Penny of Money, while they are in Dread
of wanting every thing, and of having the Cala-
mity of Famine fuperadded to that of the Plague.

They write to the Council of Marine likewife,
acquainting them what Number of Sick they actu-
ally have, and how many Dead they have carried
to, and buried at the Infirmaries.

The fame Day, in the Aflfembly held daily at
the Town-Houfe with the municipal Officers, and
Tuch of the chief Citizens as have not yet fled, M.
de Pilles prefiding, it was refolved :

1. That whereas the Number of the Sick in-
creafes more and more, efpecially in the Street of
Lejcalle, a Corps de Garde fhall be pofted at every
Avenue of that Street, to hinder any one’s going
into, or coming out of it; and thar Commiffaries
of Vittualling fhall be appointed to go and dif-
tribute Provifions to the Families inhabiting that
Street.

2. That all the Captains of the City fhall each
raifc a Company of 50 Men of the Militia, to be
paid by the City : And that however, the Five

_ Brigades
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Brigades called the Brigades du Privilige du Vit
with their Officers, fhall ferve every where as a
Guard to the Sheriffs in their Marches in the Night,
to fee the Dead and Sick carry’d off te the Infir-
maries.

3. That the Phyficians and Surgeons already
thlu}r'd, may be induced to ferve with the greater
Diligence, and not to demand any Fee of the Sicky
they fhall have Salaries from the City, and be al-
fowed Sarrots of oiled Cloth, and Chairs, for their
more eafy Conveyance every where.

4. That feeing the City has no Money, and that
it muft indifpenfably be had, Advertifements fhall
be publickly affixed, for taking Loans of Money
at 5 per Cent. to try to get fome b that means :
And that the Treafurer not being able to come to
refide at the Town-Houfe, M. Bouys, Firft Clerk
of the Records, fhall be Cathier there.

The 3d of Augaft, the Marquis de Pilles, and
the Sheriffs, being reaffembled with the fame Citi-
zens, appoint 150 Commiffaries in the 5 Parifhes
of the City, tolook each in the Quarter affigned
him to the Wants of the Poor; to diftribute to
them Bread, and other Subfiftance, at the Charge
of the City ; and to do whatever elfe they fhall be
direéted for the publick Good and Welfare.

In that Partof the Town called the Rive Neuve,
which lies beyond the Port, and extends from the
Abbey of St.” Zittor to the Arfenal, the Chevalier
Rofe is appointed Captain and Commiffary General.

And 1n the Territory, (i. e. the Country belong-
ing to Marfeilles\ which is like a vaft City, there
being above Ten thoufand Houles, called Baflides,
in the 44 Quarters and dependent Parithes, of
which it is compofed, befides feveral pretty large

' Villages;
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Villages; one Captain and fome Commiffaries are
appointed for each, to take the like Care, |

The fame Day, for prevcntinlg Communication
among Children, who, as it is faid, are moft {uf-
ceptible of the Plague, the College and all the
Publick Schools are fhut up.

As for the Fires advifed by the Two Sicards, they
are forborn : Noticeis given, that thofe Two Phy-
ficians have deferted the City ; befides, there is
no Wood, Faggots, or Brufhes, to be had; bur 2

uantity of Brimftone is bought up, and dif-
tributed among the Poor, in all Quarters of the
Town, and the infides of all the Houfes are orde-
r'd to be perfum’d. '

In the Evening, the Marquis de Pilles and the
Sheriffs, being ﬂi%l affembled in the Town-Houfe,
Notice is given them, that four or five Hundred
of the Populace are got together in the Quarter
call’d 7 Aggrandiffement, and are very diforderly,
crying out they will have Bread ; the Bakers of that
Quarter, by reafon of the Scarcity of Corn, not
having madethe ufualQuantity, fo that many Per-
fons could not be ferved : The Marquis de Pilles
and M, Mouflier haften thither, followed by fome
Guards ; their Prefence putsa Stop to the Tumul,
and they entirely appeafe the People, by caufing
fome Bread to be given them.

The 4th, the Officers of the Garifon of Fort §¢.
Fobn come to the Town-Houfe, acquaint the She-
riffs that they are in want of Bread-Corn, and de-
fire a Supply from them ; declaring, that other-
wife they cannot anfwer that the Troops of their
Garrifon will not come into the City, and take Corn
by Force. The Sheriffs reply, that they would
willingly furnith them if they had Stores fuf-
ficient; but the Want themfelves are in, is fo
great, that they cannot do it; and if Violence
! - fhould
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fhould be offered to the Inhabitants, they would
appear at their Head to defend them.

T'he fame Day it being taken into Confideration,
that the Arrét iffued by the Chamber of Vacations,
having interdicted all Communication between thé
Inhabitants of the Province, and thofe of Mar feilles;
if Things fhould remain at this Pafs, and no Body
fhould bring in Corn, and other Provifions, we
fhould foon be reduced to the Extremity of Famine,
the Sheriffs refolve to have Recourfe to the Firft
Prefident. Accordingly they fend to intreat him to
eftablifh, as had been done tj:;rmcrly, Markets, and
Barriers for Conference, at certain proper Places,
whither Strangers, without being expofed to any
Rifque, might bring us Provifions : At the fame
time they write to the Procurators of the Country
of Prevence, to be pleas’d to concur therein. It is
impoflible, certainly, to exert more Compaffion to
the Miferies of an afflicted City, than they did; and
particularly the Confuls of the feveral Towns : Mar-
Jeilles will never forget the Services done her in this
Calamity, nor the Kindnefs, Zeal and Readinefs
with which they were done.

The fame Day, the Sheriffs confidering the Dif- -
orders which often happen in a Time of Contagion,
the Neceflity of ufing {peedy Means to fupprefs
them, and of making%ixamplts of Malefactors and
Rebels ; and that as often as this City has been vi-
fited with the Plague, as in 1580, 1630, 1649,
and 1650, our Kings have conftantly granted to
their Predeceffors in the Magiftracy, by Letters
Patents, the Power of judging all Crimes finally,
and without Appeal; they write again to the Firft
Prefident, defiring him to procure for them from
his Majefty the like Letters Patents.

The 5th, they repeat their Inftances to him, to
get them fupplied with Corn : They write likewife

to the fame purpofe, to the Confuls of Toulen, and
to
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to thofe of all the Maritine Towns of the Coafts of
Languedec and Provenge , Propofing to go to receive
the Corn at any Placediftant from the Town which
they fhall chufe to land it ar 5 and they defire thofe
of the Town of Martignes to fend Veflels to Arles,
to fetch Corn from thence,

The 6th, an Ordinance is publifh’d at my In-
ftance, forbidding all Perfons to remove from one
Foufe to another the Moveables and Apparel of the
Sick or Dead, or to touch them, or make ufe of
them, on Pain of Death, Another Ordinance fixes
the Rates of Victuals and neceffary Commodities,
to reftrain the exceflive Price to which, becaufe of
the Scarcity, thofe who would make Advantage of
the Publick Mifery, would rajfe them,

The 7th, the Chamber of Vacations having per-
mitted the Procurators of the Country to come to
a Conference with the Sheriffs, ata Place on the
Road to Aix, call’d Nosre Dame, two Leagues dif-
tance from May [eilles ; the Marquis e Vauvenargues,
firft Procurater of the Country, comes thither, ac-
companied by feveral Gentlemen, and the principal
Officers of the Province, attended by the Marfhalde
Viltar’s Guard, and by a Brigade of Archers of the
Marjbalfea. A Town affiicted with, or fufpeted
of the Plague, out of which even almoft all the In-
habitants are ready to run, cannot make a F igure,
conformable to fuch Honour. M. Eftelle, one of
the chief Sheriffs, goes to the Place, without Re-

Records of the City, who, by his Ability, Pro-
bity, and Application, is become the Pilot, as it
were, of this whole Community,

At this Conference, where the Precaution is
uled to fpeak to each other at a great Diftance,
an Agreement is made, importing, that ac thar
Place a Market fhall be eftablith’d, wherea double

; X

Barrier
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Barrier fhall be fixed ; and that another Market -
fhall be fettled at the Sheep-Inn, on the Road to
Aubagne, which is likewife .two Leagues from
Marfeilles 5 another for Vefiels bringing Provifions
by Sea, at a Creek called Leftague, in the Gulph
of the Ifland of Marfeilless and- that at all thele
Markets and Barriers, the Guards fhall be placed
by the Procurators of the Country, and paid by
the Sheriffs of Marfeilles.

The 8th, this Agreement is confirm’d by an
Arret of the Chamber of Vacations: In Confe-

uence of which, the Sheriffs write to all the Con-
?u]s of the Towns and Places of Provence, prefling
them to fend, with all Expediton, Corn, and
other Provifions, Wood and Coal, to thefe Mar-
kets and Barriers, where all fhall be tranfacted
without Communication. )

They apply themfelves the fame Day to the
drawing up of general Inftruétions, in which they
fpecify all the Duties the Commiffaries whom they
have already appointed, are to perform, for re-
lieving the Poor, and taking Care of the Sick.

In the mean time, it being evident that M.
Ffielle and Mouftier, who hitherto have fat up by
Turns every Night, to fee the Dead, Sick, and
Sufpetted, carried to the Infirmaries, and Houles
faften’d up or perfumed, cannot poflibly undergo
fuch Fatigues much longer; efpecially the Daf-
temper beginning to break out in divers Quarters
of the Town, far diftant frem each other; altho’
M. Audimar and Dieudé offer’d to relieve them;
The Marquis de Pilles judging it neceffary they
fhould manage their Heatth and Life, it was re-
folved in the Aflembly,

.. That Carts fhall be ufed to carry off the
Dead ; that all the fturdieft Beggars who can be
found, fhallbe feized, aud made Buriers of the

Dead;
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Dead; that Four Lieutenants of Health fhall dire&
them, and M. Bounet, Lieutenant to the Governor,
fhall command them,

2. Men fhall forthwith be fet to work, to dig
large and deep Pits without the Walls of the Town,
in which the Dead thail be buried with Lime,

3. A Peft-Houfe ot Holfpital thall be imme-
diately eftablith’d: The Hofpital 4z /o Charit? is
firft thought of ; but the Dificulty of removing
out of it, and lodging elfewhere, above 800 of both
Sexes who are in it, renders it neceflary to refolve
upon that des Cenvalefcens, which is near the Walls
of the Town, on the fide of the Gate of St. Bernard
du Bois.

The oth of Auguff, itis obferv’d that fome
Phyficians, and almott all the Mafter-Surgeons,
are fled. An Ordinance is iflied at my Inftance,
to oblige them to return; on the Penalty to the -
former, of being expell’d for ever from the Col-
lege of their Faculty; and to the latter, of being
expell’d the Company of Surgeons, and of being
proceeded againft extraordinarily, ;

Another Ordinance is pub]ifg’d at my Inftance,
forbidding Butchers, when they flea and cut up Beef
or Mutton at the Slaughter-Houfe, to blow it up
with their Mouth, by which the Plague might be
communicated to the Meatr; butto make ufe of
Bellows, on Pain of Death.

Another, forbidding Bakers to convert in to
Bifcuit, the Meal the City gives them to make
Bread of for the Poor; or to make any White
Bread, in order to prevent their bolting the Meal
defigned for the Poor’s Bread.

And another, ﬁ:rrbidding all Perfons to divert
the publick Waters for overflowing their Grounds;
that the Conduits may not become dry, but thae
Water may run the more plentifully through alj

2 the
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the Streets of the City to carry off the Filth.

This Day and the following, it is found not a
little difficult, to get all that had been refolved
upon the Day before put in Execution: Carts,
Horfes, Harnefs are wanted; they muft be had
from the Country, and no Perfon will furnifh them
to ferve to carry infected Bodies. -Men are wanted
to harnefs the Horfes, to put them to the Carts,
and to drive them; and every one abhors lending
a Hand to fo dangerous a Service. Buriers of the
Dead are wanted to take them outof the Houfes;
and tho’ exceflive Pay be offered, the pooreft of
the Populace dread fuch hazardous Work, and
make all pofiible Efforts to fhun it. Peafants are
wanted to open the Pits, and none will come to dig,
fuch Affright and Horror has feiz’d them: The
Sheriffsareoblig’d toexert themfelves to the utmoft,
to get fome by Management, and others by Force
and Rigor.

To put into Order as fpeedily as is requifite, a
Peft-Houfe, and to furnifh it with all Neceffaries,
which are almoft numberlefs, is a Tafk no leis
perplexed with Difficulties.  The Hofpital des
Convalefcens, which was refolved to be made ufe of,
is found to be too little; it is neceffary to enlarge
it, by joining to it a Building called the Fas, which
ftands very near it; a Thoufand things are to be
done, and yet none could eafily be made to ftir
about them: M. Mouftier is obliged to repair thi-
ther, and to abide upon the Spot; and by keeping
Hands at Work Night and Day, he makes fuch
Expedition, thatin 48 Hours he gets it putin Or-
der, all Neceffaries forted and laid ready, and the
whole made fit to receive the Sick.

A very great Difficulty ftill remains, which is
to find Stewards, Overfeers, Cooks, and other
lower Officers, and efpecially fo great a Number
of Servants as are reqnifite to tend the Sick: Ad-

vertifements
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vertifements are affixed throughout the City, to
invite thofe fordid Creatures whom Avarice draws
into Dangers, or thofe of better Minds, whom
fuperabundant Charity difpofesto devote themfelves
for the Publick; and by feeking fuch ourt, by
€ncouraging, giving, and promifling, they are pro-
Cured: Apothecaries and Surgeons are engaged;
and two Phyficians, Strangers, named Gayon,
come in voluntarily, and offer their Service, and
to be thut up in the Hofpital : Unhappily, Death
puts an EncF too foon to their Charity and Zeal.

Three Pits of Sixty Foot long, asmany broad,
and Twenty four deep, are begun at once without
the Walls, between the Gate of x and that of -
liette : To compel the Peafants to work at them,
M. Mouftier is obliged to keep with them daily, ex-
poled to the Heat of the Sun.

The Chevalier Rof, appointed Captain and
Commiffary General at the Rive Neuve, beyond
the Port, does the fame: He puts into proper Or-
der another vaft Hofpital, under the Sheds of a
Rope-yard; caufes large and deep Pits to be dug
near the Abbey of St. Fiftor, gets together Carrs,
Buriers of the Dead, and all Perfons needful to
look to the Living, the Dying, and the Dead;
and what is no lefs remarkable than his Activity,
his Courage, and his Zeal for his unfortunate
Country, he furnithes out of his own Purfe the
great Expences neceffary for maintaining that Hof-
pital, and the many Hands he employs, without
troubling himfelf when and how he fhall be reim.
burfed.

No fooner are thefe Peft-Houfes in any Readi-
nefs to receive the Sick, but in lefs than Two
Days they are quite filled; but are not lonz fo by
thofe who are carried thither: The Diftemper is fo
violent, that thofe who are brought in at Night are
carried ont next Day to the Pits; and fo the Dead

make Room every Day fucceflively for the Sick.
X 3 The
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The 12th of Auguft, M. de Chicoynean and Verny,
‘the chief Phyficians of Montpellier, arrive at the
Barrier of Notre-Dame, to come and examine, by
Order of his Royal Highnefs, the true Nature of
the Diftemper that afflicts this City : Lodgings are
made ready for them, and a Coach is fent to bring
them hither from the Barrier. '

The 13th, the Marquis de Pilles, and the She-
fiffs invite them to the Town-Houfe, whither they
had fummoned all the Phyficians and Matfter-Sur-
geons of the City ; after they had conferred a long
Time upon the Symptoms of the Diftethper, they
agree among themiclves, to go together the follow-
ing Days, to vifit as well the fick in the Hofpitals,
as thole in the feveral Quarters of the Town,
and to make fuch Experiments as they fhould
judge proper.

Llitherto the Diftemper has not exerted all its
Rage ; it kills indeed thofe it feizes, hardly one ef-
caping s and whatever Houfe it enters, it carries off
the whole Family ; but as yet, it has fallen only on -
the poorer Sort of People, which keeps many Per-
fons in a falfe Notion, that it is not really the
Plague, but proceeds from bad Diet and Want of
orher Neceffaries: thofe who ufe the Sea, and have
frcqu::ntl}( feen the Plague in the Levant, think they
ohferve fome Difference : In fhort, abundance of
People flill remain in doubt, and expecting with
the utmoft Impatience the Decifion of the Fhyfici-
ans of Montpellier, to determine them whether to
ftay or fy. :

The 14th, the Sheritfs write to the Council of
Marine, moit humbly to thank his Royal High-
nefs for his Care and Goodnefs, in fending to them
thefe Phyficians.

The 15th, they write to the Marfhal de Fillars,
to acquaint him with the Condition of the City,

and
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and the extreme Want it is in, having near a hun-
dred thoufand Souls in it, without Bread and with-
out Money: they write likewife to M. de Bernage,
- Intendant in Languedoc, and to the Marquis de
Caylus the Commanding Officer in Provence, then
at Montpellier, to defire them to procure them
Bread-Corn, to preferve them from Famine, which
they had no lefs Reafon to fear than the Plague.
The Marquis de Caylus has the Goodnefs to en-.
- gage his own Credit for procuring them a good
Quantity,

The 16th being the Feftival of St. Roch, which
has at all Times been folemnized at AMarfeilles,
for imploring Deliverance from the Plague, the
Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, for preventing
Communication, would have the Proceflion ufually
made every Year, in which the Buft and Relicks
of that Saint are carried, be now forborn; but they
are obliged to yield to the Outcries of the People,
who become almoft raving in Matters of Devotion,
when they are under fo terrible a Scourge as the
Plague, whofe dire Effects they already feel; they
even judge it convenient to aflift at the Proceffion
themielves, with all their Halbardiers and Guards,
to hinder its being followed bya Crowd, and to
prevent all Diforder.

The 17th the Phyficians of Mentpellier come to
the Town-Houfe, to acquaint the Sheriffs wich
what they have difcover’d of the Nature of the
Diftemper, and in plain Words declare it to be
certainly the Plague.

But confidering how many People have already
left the City, and that the Terror and Affright in it
have put all into Confufion, they think fit, left
they fhould increale it, to diffemble; and that, for
quieting Peoples Minds, a publick Notification
fhould be affixed; importing, that they find the
Diftemper to be only a contagious IFever, Occa-

X 4 fioned
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fioned by unwholfom Diet, and that it will foon
ceafe by the Supplies which are preparing to be
lent in from all Parts, and which will produce
Plenty of all Things. '

‘This Notification is forthwith affixed, but with-
outany Effett: the Mortality which for fome Days
has extremely increas’d, the Malignity and
ioience with which it begins to rage in all Parts
without Diftintion, and the Suddennefs with
which it is obferv’d to communicate it felf imper-
ceptibly, hasalready convinced the moft obftinate,
and thofe who were moft difpofed to deceive them-
jelves, that it is really the Plague; and without
waiting to hear or reafon any longer, every one runs
away fo precipitately, that all the Gates of the

Town are hard}l)}' fufficient to let out the Crowds.
Were thofe only the ufelefs Mouths, nothing
could be more convenient and benehicial; but the
moft neceflary Perfons, and even thofe whofe
Funions oblige them moft indifpenfably to tarry,
are the forwardeft to defert; almoft all the Inten-
dants of Health, thole of the Office of Plenty,
the Councellors of the Town, the Commiffaries de
Police, the chief Director of the Hofpitals and o-
ther Houfes of publick Charity; the very Commif-
faries, who but a few Days ago, were eftablifhed
in the Parifhes and Quarters to take care of reliev-
ing the Pocr; the Tradefmen of all Profeffions,
and thofe who are the moft neceffary in Life, the
Bakers, the Sellers of Provifions and common
Neceflaries; even thofe whofe Duty is to watch
others, and hinder them from leaving the Town ;
that is to fay, the Captains and Officers of the
Militia, do all defert, abandon, and fly from the
City: In fhorr, the Marquis de Pilles, and the
Sheriffs are left by themfelves, with the Care upon
shen of an infinite Number of poor People, rt:adK

to attempt any Thing in the Extremity to wl:}ilc
i/
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It cannot be denied that the City was in fome
Meafure faved by the Help of thefe Slaves, and
of thofe afterwards granted, but it will be allow-
ed too, that to Sheriffs who are opprels’d with
the Weight of Bufinefs, and deferted by all Per-
fons on whom they could repofe any Part of their
Care, fuch Buriers of the Dead are very burthen-
fom.

They are deftitute of all Neceflaries; they muft
be provided with Shoes when there are neither
Shoes nor a Shoemaker left in the City : They
muft have Lodgings and Victuals, and no Body
will harbour, or come near, or have any Commu-
nication with Gally Slaves, Buriers of infefted
Bodies : A watchful Eye muft be kept over them
Night and Day ; they rob all Houfes from whence
they fetch the dead Bodies ; and not knowing how
to harnefs the Horfes, or drive the Carts, they of-
ten overturn them, breaking the Carts or the
Harnefs, which cannot be mended ; not only be-
canfe there is neither Wheelwright nor Collar-
maker left, but becaufe no Body will touch Things
infeted 3 fo that the Sheriffs muft be continually
begging or borrowing of Carts from the Country,
where every Body contrives to hide them ; and
muit often be at a Stand in a Work requiring the
moit Hafte of all others, which thofe Slaves affeét
to perform fo flowly and lazily, that it is very
provoking.

In what City of the World was it ever feen,
that the Confuls were haraffed with fo many Cares,
and reduced to the Neceflity of going through all
the difmal and dangerous Offices, to which the
Sheriffs of Marfeilles are forced to facrifice them-
felves ? Seeing that very quickly, to oblige thofe
Slaves to make more Difpatch, and carry oft pu-
trificd Bodies which they cannot endure to touch,
nor even fo much as to approach, without being

€X-
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excited and urged on, the Sheriffs are forced to
put themfelves at their Head, and go the foremoft
where the Infeftion rages moft, to make them
carry them off: M. Moujtier for near Two Months
together was forced to rife conftantly at Day-break,
to fee them put the Horfes to the Carts, and pre-
vent their breaking them; to follow them to
the Pits, left they fhould leave the Bodies on the
Sides of the Pits without burying them; and art
Night to fee the Horfes unharnefied, put into the
Stables, and the Harnefs hung where they may be
found next Morning, and thereby prevent the In-
conveniencies which might interrupt the Continu-
ance of a Work, the Delay of which is dange-
rous. Even the Roman Confuls, fo full of the
Love of their Country, did certainly never carry

their Zeal to fo high a Pitch,
The 1gth, Perfons are chofen in all the Parifhes

to make Broth for the fick Poor, and to diftri-
bute it among them ; and a particular Hofpital is
eftablithed, which the mmE moving Accidents
fuch a Calamity can produce, regder abfolutely
neceffary.

Many Women who fuckled Children, dye of
the Contagion; and the Infants are found crying
in their Cradles, when the Bodies of the Mothers
or Nurfes are taken away; no Body will receive
thefe Children, much lefs fuckle or feed them -
There is no Pity ftirring in the Time of a Plague,
the Fear of catching the Contagion ftifles all Sen-
timents of Charity, and even thofe of Humanity :
To fave as many as pofiible of thefe little Inno-
cents, and of fo many other unhappy Children
of tender Age, whom the Peftilence has made Or-
phans, the Sheriffs take the Hofpital of St. Yames
of Galicia, and the Convent of the Fathers of Zo-
retto, which were become empty by the Death or
Flighs of all thofe Monks ; and there Care is taken .

Lo
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to feed them, "with Spoon-Meat, or by holding
them to Goats to fuck. The Number of them is
fo great, that tho’ 30 or 40 die in a Day, there
are always 12 or 1300, by the Addition of thofe
who are brought in {ucceflively every Day.

The 20th, Part of the Slaves, which had been
received into the Town but Two Days before, are
ftruck with the Plague, and difabled from Work-
ing ; more are afked of the Officers of the Gallies,
who grant Thirty-Three.

This Day all the Millers and Bakers ceafing to
work, becaufe almoft all their Servants have left
them and fled, an Ordinance is iffited at my In-
ftance, requiring the Deferters to return, and to for-
bid thofe who remain to leave their Mafters, on
Pain of Death. Not one Mafon is left in the
Town, and divers Works are wanting to be done
in the Church-Yards, and the Hofpitals. A like
Ordinance is publifhed, to compel them to return ;
and another forbidding the carrying out of the
Town, Meal or Brown Bread, defigned for fub-
fifting the Poor, on the Penalty of a Fine and
Confifcation. |

The 21ft, the Peftilence begins to rage with fo
much Fury, and the Number of the Dead is mul-
tiplied fo fuddenly, that it appears impoffible to
carry them off in Carts to the Pits without the
Town; becaufe the Carts cannot well go to the
upper Quarter of St. Fobn, nor to feveral others
of the old Town, the Streets of which are narrow
and fteep, and yet the greateft Number of dead
Bodies lies in thofe Streets, which are inhabited by
Multitudes of the meaneft People ; and befides, it
is fo far from thence to the Pits without the Walls,
that there is no doing fo much Work without fall-
ing into the Inconvenience of leaving many Bodies
behind, which would peifon the Air, and breed a
general Infection,

' Upon
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ﬁon this and other pﬂ::rpicxm D1H‘icu1t1:s,
uire the ﬁ.ﬂv‘icc of a Numb&r of judici-
nus ons, the Marquis de Pilles, and the She-
riffs defire tiu: Gcneral Officers of the Gallies, to
affemble with them at the Town-Houfe, and give
them their Adyice: It is there refolved,

‘1. That for the Reafon above fpecified, and for
m*oiding the Inconveniencies which ’tis apprehend-
ed might be fatal, the Dead fhall be buncd in the
Pits wuhnut the Walls, and alfo in the Vaults of
the Churches of the Facobines, the Obfervantines, of
the Grand Carmelites, and of Loretto ; that thefe
Churches being fituate in the upper Town, where
is the greateft Number of dead Endms, and where
the Carts cannot eafily pafs ; a kind of Biers fhall
be made, on which the glavt:s, thall carry off thofe
Bodies from thence ; that at each Church, Heaps
of Lime fhall be !ald and Barrels of Watcr pla-
ced, to be thrown into the Vaults, and when the
c]nfed up with a Cement, are ﬁilcd that they be

fo that nn Infection may exhale.

2. That a trufty Perfon with fome Guards on
Horfeback, fhall march at the Head of the Carts,
and with each Brigade of Slaves, to make th:m
work diligently, and prevent their lofing Time in

ftealing,.

3. Left the Pits and the feveral Church-yards in
whmh the Dead are buried, fhould exhale the In-
fection, for want of br.-:mg filled up and covered
with the neceffary Quantity of Earth and Lime;

a general and exact View fhall be taken, and fuffi- '
cient Fleaps of both fhall be laid there.

4. Several Parithes and Quarters being deftitute

uf Cﬁmmlffanﬂ who have fled, ard Perfons to
{fup-
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dupply their Room not being to be found, each
Convent fhall be obliged to furnith Monks to a&
as Commiffaries in thofe Quarters where they are
wanted.

5. For preventing Communication, the Bifhop
fhall be defired to caufe all Divine Service in the
Churches to ceafe. -

6. To keep the Populace in Awe and obedient
to Orders, Gibbets fhall be fet up in all the pub-
lick Places. -

The 21ft, the Sheriffs acquainting the Council
of Marine with the Increafe of the Contagion,
defire them to allow all ordinary Bufines to re-
main {ufpended for the future, that they may ap-

ply themielves entirely to what regards the pub-
lick Health only,

When the Plague rages thus in a City, every
one looking on himfelf as at the Point of Death,
is no longer in a Difpefition to apply himfelf to
any thing, but what tends immediately to his own
Prefervation. :

In the mean while every Thing is grown fcarce
in the Town, even fuch things of which there is
ordinarily the greateft Plenty : Linen cannot be
had for covering the Mattrefes in the Hofpitals,
tho’ Search is made for it by breaking open all
the Warchoufes and Sheps. The Report of the
Plague keeps out whatever ufed to be brought daily -
into the Port from all Parts of the World : The
Sheriffs are obliged therefore to write to the firft
Prefident, to defire him to fend what Linen can
be had at Aix, and alfo Shoes for the Slaves, there
being no Shoemaker at Marfeilles to make them.

Were
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Were it not for his Attention to the wants of
the Sherifts, and his Care to fupply them, they
would be in a thoufand Perplexities : Twice or
thrice a Day they take the Liberty to write to him,
and always with equal Goodnefs he exerts himfelf
to anfwer their Demands, condefcending to give
Directions in Matters beneath the Fundtions of his
Miniftry ; and as if it were not enough to employ
his own Care and Pains Night and Day, for faving
this unfortunate City, he extends his Concern for
it yet further, by chufing to be reprefented here by
M. Rigord, his Sub-delegate, who aéts with fo great
Application and Zeal, that tho’ the Plague has ra-
vaged his Houfe, tho’ he has feen his Lady perifh
by his Side, and all his Family, Clerks, and Ser-
vants fwept away, thefe Horrors have not thaken
him, nor drawn him afide one Moment from his
eontinual Labours for the Relief of the Town.

- This Day, upon Information that feveral Bakers
to conceal their Defertion, have committed their
Shops and Ovens to the Management of their Ser-
vants, who appear there only for fhow, but do no-
thing; an Ordinance is publifhed at my Inftance,
enjoining them to return and look to their ownBu-
finefs, forbidding rhem to abfent themfelves again
on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance is iffued,
to oblige likewife the Intendants of Health, thofe
of the Office of Plenty the Councellors of the City,
and all other municipal Officers, to return within
24 Hours, on the Penalty of a Fine of 1000
Livres, and of being declared incapable of all mu-
nicipal Offices, '

The fame Day the Bifhop, to whpm the Marquis
de Pilles had notified the Refolutions taken in the
Affembly the Day before, fets forth to him in a
Letter feveral Reafons againft burying the infeted
Dead in the Vaults of the Churches of the Con-
vents chofen for that Ulfe,

Where-
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< Wheéreupon the Marquis de Pills, having in-
vited the General Officers of the Gallies to meet
again at the Town-Houfe, with the Sheriffs, and
Tome other good Citizens: A frer the Reafons urged
in the faid Letter had been well confidered, and
weighed ahinfl that which had determined then

“to pafs the Refolution for burying in the Churches,

which is, the abfolute and indifpenfible Neceffity
of doing it; they unanimoufly conclude that the
faid Refolution fhall ftand, but that the Execution

- of it fhall be forborn 24 Hours, to fee whether in

that Interval the Mortality fhall happen to decreafe,
fo that it may be difpenfed with ; but that in the
mean time, without any Delay, the Vaults in the
‘Churches thall be got ready, and all the Lime and
‘Water neceflary carried thither.

The 23d, when this Work was fetting about,
the Monks of thofe Churches thut up the Door,
and refufed to open them. M. Moufiser repairs
thither, caufes them to be forced open, and all
the Lime and Barrels of Water requifite to be
broughe thither by Carts.  As for Biers, for want
of Joyners, he putsthe firlt Perfons that come
in his way upon making them as wel] as they can:
The Publick Services in Cafeg of Extremity are
difpatched, where M agiftrates know how to direct
and command, and wil] {ee themfelves obeyed,

This Day, the Mortality is fo far from decreaf-
ing, that near 1000 Perfons die; and it being evi-
dent there is no room to hefitage about burying in
the Churches, fecing otherwife the dead Bodies
would become gradually too numerous to be car-
ried off, all Difpofitions are made for fetting abour,
it to-Morrow Mornin g every where at once, and
the Officers of the Gallies are pleafed to furnifh for
this Purpofe 20 Slaves more,

The
X
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The 24th, that all Difpatch might be made;
and 2 Work which difhartens Men by the vifible
Danger and Terrors of Death not flackened, M.
Mojiier appears in Perfon, animating and urging
on the Slaves, as well by his Intrepidity and Cou-
rage, asby his Aétions; and when the Vaults are
filled, and the Lime and Water thrown in, he takes
care to have them well clofed up, and Cement
laid over every Hole and Crevice.

The Marquis de Pifles, and the other Sheriffs
are as active in the mean time to putin Execution
all the other Things refolved on.

They appoint the moft trufty Perfons they can
find, to go on Horfeback with Guards at the Head
of the Carts, and of each Bri%ade of Slaves; but
thofe Perfons do not hold out long in fo perilousan
Employment, and they are foon obliged to act
themfelves in that Station.

They have no Occalion to go to defire the Bithop
to caufe Divine Service to ceafe in the Churches,
they are generally fhut upalready: Thereare hard-
ly any Mafles now faid any where, no Admini-
{tration of the Sacraments, not {fo much as the
tolling of Bells, all the Eeclefiafticks are fled,
and even fome of the Parifh Priefts.

As for Monks, they cannot pofiibly find any
to att as Commifiaries in the Quarters where they
are wanted; fome have deferted, others are dead,
and not a fufficient Number of them are left, to
confefs the Sick; Father Adilay, a Jefuit, is the
only Man of them all, who to fatisfy that Holy
Zeal, and fervent Charity, by which he has been
always aftuated, comes voluntarily and offers to
be Commiffary in the Street of Lefcale, and there-
abouts ; an Employment which none clfe durft
take, becaufe it isthePartof the Town where the
Plague makes the greateft Havock, and which is

~ barricaded
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barricaded with Corps de Garde at the Avenues, that
no Perfon may enter, or ftir outof it; the She-
riffs make him Commiffary there, where from the
Beginning of ; the Contagion he has confefied
the infected. He performs Acts of Piety furpafi.
ing any thing called Heroick; but the Plague does
Rot {pare him long, it fnatches from the Faithful
this new Apoftle.

They go to takea View of the Pits and Church-
yards; a horrid Speétacle, dangerous to approach,
thevaft Numberof infected Bodjes but lately thrown
into them, lying all uncovered, heaped by Thoy-
fands on one another.

Formerly Governors and Confuls during all the
Time of Contagion, ufed to keep fhut up in the
Town-Houfe with very great Precaution; all who
have formed Rules for Towns vilited with the
Plague, have prefcribed that Condu&, judging
that the Magiftrates ought to be more careful than
all others, to preferve their Life and Health,

Here, the Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs,
think only of preferving the Life and Health of
others, expofing their own without any Concern
and are Night and Day in the open Street, where-
ever they fee Danger deter others.

The Marquis de Pilles has fo little Regard for
himfelf, that at the firft he lets the principal Peft-
Houfe (which is that des Convalefcens) be fettled
within 4 Paces of his own Houfe. M. Efelle

s all Night long, fo void of fear, to fee the
E::d Bodies carried off the Street Lefcale, that
flipping on the Pavement he was within a
Finger’s Breadth of falling full upon a dead
Body that lay on the Ground before him :
M. Moupier fets fo light by Dangers that
make others tremblg, that a Plaifter reeking with
LB Y 2 the
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the Corruption of the Bubo of an infeted Perfor
thrown out of the Window, lighting on his
Check, and flicking there, he takes it off perfectly
unconcerned, and only wiping his Cheek clean
with his Spunge dipped in Vinegar, roceeds on
the Bulinefs he is about. The others behaved much
in the fame manner.

_The 25th, the Plague has fpread into the four

Corners of the City, and exerciles its Rage on-

11 Sides: From this time to the End of Septem-

ber it rages with the fame Violence, it firikes like:

Lightning every where, {weeps all before it, and
carries off above a Thoufand Souls a Day.

Its Violence now attacks by Crowds only, and
its Fury gives a Thoufand Deaths at once. In
Confequence, the Peft-Houfes eftablifhed are in-
fuffcient to receive all the poor Sick 5 it is refolved
to make a new one, large enough to take in any
Number; and there not being without the Town,
nor init, & Building capacious enough for that
Purpofe, it is refolved to ereft one (as the Phyfici~
ans of Montpellier had advifed) in the Allies of
that fpacious Piece of Ground ufed for playing at
Mall, which is without the Gate des faineantsy
contiguous to the Convent of the Reformed Au-
guftines, with Timber-Work to be covered with
Sail-Cloth made of Cotton: “This is a new Difh-
culty for the Sheriffs, tohave fuch an Hofpital to
build, without being able to reckon upon  the
AMftance of any Perfon, and even without any
Workmen, for they are generally fled.

The 26th, the Chamberof Vacations being in-
formed that almoft all the Bakers of AMasfeilles
have deferted, and being defirous to prevent the
Extremity to which the City will be reduced, if at

fuch a Conjunéture {ufficient Quantities of Bread

fheuld
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fhould not be made ; they publith an Arrér, com-
manding all Bakers and their Foremen who have
withdrawn, to return on Pain of Death; and en-
joining the Confuls of the Places where they may
have taken Refuge to deliver them up, on the Pe-
nalty of a Fine and other Punifhment.

All the Shops of Retailers being fhut up, fo
that People have no whither to go to buy common
Neceffaries, an Ordinance is publithed at my
Initance, to oblige the Retailers to open their
Shops within T'wenty Four Hours, otherwife they
fhall be broken open.

The 27th, the Chamber of Vacations com-
miferating the Condition of Marfeilles, and the
Sufferings of its Inhabitants, publith an Arrét,
enjoining all Artificers, Tradefmen and Wholefale
Dealers, to opentheir Shops and Warchoufes with-
in Twenty tour Hours, on Pain of Death.

This Day the Marquis de Pilles, who from the
Beginning of the Contagion has been continuall
at the Town-Houfe, or wherever his Zeal called
him, that is to fay, where was moft Danger and
Difficulty, without any Care of his own Safety, finks
at length under the Weight of his Fatigues, and
falling fick is unable to ftir out of his Houfe: The
Fear of lofing a Governor, whole Merit and Perfon

are held in Veneration at Marjcilles, givesa general
Alarm.

The 28th, the Plague redoubles its Ravages,
and the whole City is become a vaft Church-
yard, prefenting to the View the fad Spetacle
of dead Bodies caft in Heaps one upon another.

In this d:plorable State, a thoufand Things are
to be done, a Thoufand Wants to be fupplied, and

yet
X3
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yet there is no Perfon té have Recourfe to
for Relief; the People of the Territory are deaf
to all Demands, they cannot by any Order
1ffued be wrought upon, to bring in fo much
as Straw for the Mattreffes in the Hofpitals, and
Hay for the Horfes belonging to the Carts : The
Sheriffs feeing nothing is to be done but by Force,
defire the firft Prefident to procure them the
Affiftance of fome Hundred Men of regular
Troops. -

They appply next to the Officers of the Gallies,
remonitrating to them, that the common Safety is
at Stake; that almoft all the Slaves they have already
granted them are dead, and that the Number of
dead Bodies the City is ill'd with ®& fo exceedin
great, that they cannot be carried off, unlc%
they will be pleas’d to let them have a fufficient
Number to make a ftrong Effort.

M. de Rancé, Lieutenant-General, command-
ing the Gallies, M. de Vaucreffon, Intendant, and
all the General Ofhcers, are moved with the mife-
rable Condition they fee Marfeilles iny they make
too noble and eminent a Part of it, not to be tho-
roughly concern’d to fee it wholly perifh; they
have thewn, on all Occafions, their good Intenti-
cns; and in this, there is not one of them, who,
to help to fave the City, would not hazard his
own Life: But not having received Order to the
prefent Purpefe trom the Council of Marine, they
make a Dfficulty to grant {o great a Number of
Slaves as is requifite, and will part with but 8oy
and this with a Proteftation, that they fhall be the
Tait. |

This Proteftation- obliges the Sheriffs to exert
themielves more than ever, to make thefe Slaves
do all the Service thatis poflible: M. Moufiier,

not
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not fatisfying himfelf with the toilfom Care of
providing them Lodging and Subfiftance, and of
ﬁ;ing every Morning to fee them harnefs the

orfes, and get to work with the Carts, puts
himfelf at the Head of the largeft Brigade, leads
them to the Places that are leait acceffible, where
lie the greateft Heaps of putrified Bodies and en-
courages them to carry them off, either whole or
by Pieces,

In the mean while a Letter is written to the
Council of Marine, moft humbly to intreat his
Royal Highnefs to be pleafed to give Orders for
{upplying the Town: Which wanting all Things,
there being no Meat to make Broth with for the

oor-Sick, and Famine deftroying thofe whom the
lague might fpare, his Royal Highnefs is earneftly
befought to order the neighbouring Provinces to
fend inthe neceffary Provifions for fubfifting the

People.

The 29th, feveral Ordinances are iffued, at my
Inftance.

1. All the Rakers, and others employed under
the Scavengers to clean the Streets, having defert-
ed fince the Beginning of the Contagion, for fear
of being made ufeof as Buriers of the Dead; the
whole Town fince the Second of this Month, is
full of Dunghils and Poifonous Filth, which ftag-
nates on the Pavement: They are by an Ordinance
commanded to return on Pain of Death.

2. From out of the Houfes, the Quilts, Straw-
Beds, Bed-Cloaths, Apparel, and Rags ufed a-
bout the Infected, are throwninto the Streets ; fo
that there is no paffing them. An Ordinance for-
bids it, and enjoins that all fuch Things be drawn

X 4 te
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fecims to threaten not to be affiwaged by the Death
only and general Extinétion of all the Inhabitants,
but by rendring the Place it felf a vaft Sink of
Corruption and Poifon, for ever uninhabitable by
human Kace,

Which Way foever one turns, the Streets ap-
pear ftrowed on both Sides with dead Bodies
clofe by each other, moft of which being putrified,
are unlupportably hideousto behold,

As the Number of Slaves employed to take them
out of the Houfes, is very infufficient to be able
to carry all off daily, fome frequently remain there
‘whole Weeks ; and there would remain longer, If
the Stench they emit, which poifons the Neigh-
bours, did not compel them for their own Prefer-
vation, to overcome all Averfion to fuch horrid
Work, and go into the Apartments where they
lye, to drag them down into the Streets: The

ull them out with Hooks, and hawl them by
i{}pcs faftened to the Staves of thofe Hooks into
the Streets: This they do in the Night, that they
may draw them to fome Diftance from their own
Houfes ; they leavethem extended before another’s
Door, who at opening it the next Morning is
frighted at the Sight of fuch an Obje&, which ge-
nerally infects him and gives him Death,

The Ring, and all public Walks, Squares, and
Market-Places, the Key of the Port, are fpread
with dead Bodies, fome lying in Heaps: The
Square before the Building called the Loge, and
the Pallifadoes of the Port, are filled with the con-
tinual Number of dead Bodies that are brought
afhore from the Ships and Veffels, which are
crowded with Families, whom Fear induced to

take
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take Refuge there, in a falfe Perfuafion, that the
Plague would not reach them upon the Water.

Under every Tree in the Ring and the Walks,
under every Pent-Houfe of the Shops in the Streets
and on the Port, one fees among tll?c Dead a pro-
digious Number of poor Sick, and even whole Fa-
milies, lying on a little Straw, or on ragged Mat-
trefles ; lome are in a languifhing Condition, to be
relieved only by Death ; others are light-headed
by the Force of the Venom which rages in them ;
They implore the Affiftance of thofe who pafs by ;
fome in pitiful Complaints, fome in Groans and
Out-cries which Pain or Frenzy draw from them.
An intollerable Stink exhales from among them :
They not only endure the Effects of the Diftem-
per, but fuffer equally by the publick Want of
Food and common Neceffaries : They die under the
Rags that cover them, and every Moment adds to
the Number of the Dead that lye about them.
It rends the Heart, to behold on the Pavement fo
many wretched Mothers, who have lying by their
Sides the dead Bodies of their Children, whom
they have feen expire, without being able to give
them ahy Relief ; and fo many poor Infants fill
hanging at the Breafts of their Mothers, who died
holding them in their Arms, fucking in the reft
of that Venom which will foon put them into
the fame Condition.

If any Space be yet left in the Streets, it is fil-
led with infected Houfhold-Goods and Cloaths,
which are thrown out of the Windows every where ;
fo that one cannot find a void Place to fet ane’s
Foot in.

Al the Dogs and Cats that are killed, lie putri-
fying cvery where among the dead Bodies, the

Sick,
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Sick, and the infeted Cloaths; al] the Port is
filled with thofe thrown into them ; and while
they float, they add their Stench to the eneral
Intettion, which has fpread all over the %’nwn,

and reys upon the Vitals, the Senfes, and the
MincE

Thofe one meets in the Street, are enerally
livid and drooping, as if their Souls had egun to
part from their Bodies; or whom the Violence of
the Diftemper has made delirious, who wandri
about they know not whither, as long as they can
keep on their Legs, foon drop, through Weaknefs;
and, unable to get up again, expire on the Spot;
fome writhed into ftrange Poftures, denuting the
torturing Venom which ftruck them to the Heart ;
others are agitated by fuch Diforders of Mind,
that they cut their own Throats, or leap into the
Sea, or throw themfelves out of the Windows, te
put an end to their Mifery, and prevent the Death
which was not far off. Nothing is to be heard or
feen on all Sides but Diftrefs, Lamentation, Tears,
Sighs, Groans, Affright, Defpair,

To conceive fo many Horrors, one muft fhigure
to one’s feif, in one View, al]l the Miferies and
Calamities that Human Nature is fubject to ; and
one cannot venture to draw near {fuch a Scene,
without being ftruck dead, or feiz’d with unutter-
able Horrors of the Mind.

The zoth, thofe Heaps of dead Bodies which
are in every Quarter of the City, are increas’d by
new ones ; every Night adds a thoufand Dead,
and now none of the Slaves are left to work, they
arc all dead, or fick of the Diftemper ; nor can
more be demanded, after the Proteftation made

by the Officers of the Gallies,

What
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"~ What can be done in Circumitances fo full of
Defolation ; The Sheriffs have Recourfe, as ufual,
to the Firft Prefident, and intreat him to difpaich a
Courier for them to the Court, to follicit his Royal
Highnefs to fend Orders for their being fupplied
with as many Galley-Slaves as they fhall have Oc-
cafion for : They defire him alfo to write to M. de
Raneé and de Vaucreflon, to perfuade them to grant,
in the mean while, at leaft a Hundred.

~The 31ft, it is impofiible for the Holpitals to
receive the Number of Sick who croud thither :
As foon as one Perfon in a Houle is {eized with
the Diftemper, that Perfon becomes an Object of
Horror and Affright to the neareit Relations ; Na-
ture inftantly forgets all ordinary Duties ; and the
Bands of Fleth and Blood being lefs ftrong than
the Fear of certain Death, fhamefuily diffolve in

an Inftant.

 As the Diftemper which has feized that Perfon,

threatens to attack them ; as the Contagion com-
municates it felf with extreme Quicknels ; as the
Danger is almoft equal to him that fuffers, and to
thofe who approach him; and as thofe who tend
and help him have no other Profpeét than that of
following him in a few Days, they take at firft
the barbarous Refolution, either to drive him out
of the Houfe, or to fly and defert it themfelves,
and to leave him alone without Afliftance or Re.
lief, abandoned to Hunger, Thirft, and all that
can render Death the more tormenting.

Thus Wives treat their Hufbands, and Huf-
bands their Wives, Children their Parents, and
Parents their Children : Vain Precaution, infpired
by Love of Life, and Horror of Death ! By that
time they take their Refolution, they have already

catch’d
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catch’d the fubtle Efluvia of the fatal Poifon they
would fecure themfielves from 5 they are foon fenfi-
ble of its Malignity, a {peedy Death is the Punifhe
ment of their Cruelty and Bafenefs : Others have
the fame Hardnefs of Heart towards them ; they
are forced into the open Street in their Turn, or

are left alone in their Houfes to perith without
Help. - '

Hence proceeds that infinite Number of Sick, of
each Sex, and of every Age, State, and Conditi-
on, who are found lying in the Streets and publick .
Places. If all are not cruelly driven out of their
own Houfes by their Relations or Friends,
prevent that Cruelty; and left they fhould run
the Hazard of being left alone at home, by the
Flight of thofe Relations or Iriends, when they
are become quite helplefs, they repair to the Hof-
pitals ; where not getting Entrance, nay, not be-
ing able to get near the Gates, by reafon of the
Multitudes of Sick, which have got thither before;
and who finding them already tull, lye down on
the Pavement, and ftop up all the Avenues; they
are obliged to feek room for themfelves farther off,
among the putrified dead Bodies; the Sight and
Stench of which ferve to haften their Death, the
only End of this Diftemper. Thefe Extremities
put the Sheriffs upon double Diligence, to get the
New Hofpital in the Alleys of the Mal/ finifhed :
In the mean time, they caufe large Tents to be
pitched upen that Efplanade without the Town,
which is between the Gate des Faineants, and the
Monaftery of the Capuchins, where they order as
many Mattreffes to be put, as the Tents will hold.
No fooner are thofe Tents up, and the Mattreffes
placed, but they are filled with fo many poor in-
tected, that feveral throw themfelves upon one

Matcrefs ; A greager Number is requifite to l'u;ls-
| PY
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ply them all ; and the Misfortune is, that there is
neither Straw nor Linen to be had to make them
with.

The 18t of September, the firft Prefident having
been pleafed to write to M. de Rancé, and de Vau-
¢reffon, defiring them to let the Sheriffs have a hun-
dred Galley-Slaves more ; they are prefently fent
to them, and a more vigorous Ufe of them was
never made : For M. Mouflier, incited by the Ex-
tremity to which things are reduced, immediately
puts himfelf at the Head of thefe Slaves, with 131
Carts, and while they are able, makes them carry
off above 1200 dead Bodies a Day,

The 2d, for making this Labour the more eafy,
as the Bodiesin the Houfes occafion the moft Lofs
of Time to the 8laves to fetch them away ; and be-
fides, being putrified by bdi{% left there long, they
cannot draw them out with Hooks, but by Picces,
as allo for preventing Robberies by the Slaves,
who 'finding no Perfon in the Houfes ; fteal all
they can lay their Hands on; an Ordinance is
publifhed at my Inftance, importing, that as foon
as any one dies in a Houle, thofe belonging to that
Hﬂ fhall be obliged to convey the Body down
into the Street, ufing all proper and necefary
Precautions.

. The fame Day an Arrét is iffued by the Cham-
ber of Vacations, enjoyning all the Rectors of the
Hitel Dien, de la Charité, of Foundlings, of the
Houfes of the Penitent, and of Refuge, the Cap-
tains of the City, the Phyficians appointed for the
Holfpitals, and all Sorts of Intendants and munici-
pal Officers, to return to their Duty at Marfeilles;
otherwife declaring them incapable of Publick Of-
fices, and fining them 1000 Livres, u

e
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The 3d, the Sheriffs repair to the Town-Houfe
almoft by themfelves, with M. Capus, Keeper of
the Records, his eldeft Son, fo diftinguifh’d by his
Merit and his Virtues, who, from the Beginning
of the Contagion, has affifted him to go through
the Multiplicity of Bufinefs in his Offices; M.
Bozis, Cafhier ; and myfelf ; having no longer
any Guards, Domeitick Servants, Dr%ther Perion
under Command. The Ravages the Plague has
already made in this great City, may be judged by
the Number belonging to the Town-Houfe only,
that have been carried off, which is above oo Per-
fons, viz. 30 Guards wearing the Shoulder-Belt,
all the Guards de /a Police, all the Captains of the
City one excepted, all the Lieutenants except two,
almoft all the Captains-Lieutenants, and Guards
of the Five Brigades du Priviiege du Vin. all the
Serjeants of the Nightly Watch or Patroll, 350
Men of the Companies of the Guard, and all the
City-Yeomen appointed to attend the Magiftrates
who are now become deftitute of all Servants.

Men are become only Shadows ; thofe who ar®
feen well one Day, are inthe Carts the next ; and,
what is unaccountable, thofe who have fhut them-
{elves up moft fecurely in their own Houfes, and are
the moft careful to take in nothing without the
moft exact Precautons, are attacked there by the
Plague, which creeps in no Body knows how.

The 4th, nothing is more deplorable, than to
fee the valt Number of Sick and Dying which are
fpread over the whole City, deprived of all fpiritual
as well as temporal Comforts, and reduced to the

lamentable Condition of dying almoft all of them
without Confefiion,

They wanted not, indeed, Servants of the L.ord,
as well of the Secular as Regular Clergy, who d:ci
vote
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voted their Lives to the faving of Souls, and affifts
ing and confeffing the infected ; there wanted not
even hely Heroes, (for by thai Name we ought
to call all the Capuchins and Jefuits of the Two
Houfes of St. Feaume, and of the Holy Crofs, and
likewife all the Obfervantins, and the Ricollets,
and fome others ) who, with mare than heroick
Courage, ahd indefatigable Charity and Zeal;, ran
about every where, and ruthed precipitately into
the moft deferted and moft infected Houfes; into
" the Streets and Places that were thickeft ftrow’d
with putrified Bodies, and into the Hofpitals that
reeked moft with the Contagion, to confefs the
infeted, affift them in the Article of Death, and
receive their laft contagious, andenvenom’d Breath,
as if it were but Dew. -'

But thefe facred Labourers, who may well be
look’d ypon as true Martyrs, ( feeing thofe of
Alexandria, under the Prelacy of St. Denis, who
had the Charity to aflift the infected, were honour’d
with the Glory of Martyrdom ) are almoft all ta-
kén away by Death, in the Time of fo great a
Mortality, when their Help is moft wanted : For-
ty-two Capuchins have already perifhed, Twenty-
one Jefuits, Thirty-two Obfervantins, T'wenty-nine
Ricollets, Ten Barefooted Carmelites, Twenty-two
Reformed Augufiines, all the Grand Carmelites, the
Grand Trinitarians, the Reformed Trinitarians,
the Monks of Loretto, of Mercy, the Dominicans
and Grand Augufiins who had kept in their Con-
vent; befides feveral Secular Priefts, and the greac-
eft Part of the Vicars of Chapters and Parifhes.

+ Info great an Extremity, the Bithop recalls
thofe, who, by their peculiar Charaéter, and by
the Nature of their Benefice, are under the indif-
penfible Obligation of canfefﬁng'mdadmiuiﬂrinhga
P | ¢
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the fpiritual Remedies to" the Dying ; but who,
being ftruck with fhamefu . Terror, have balely
fought their own Safety by Flight, without troub-
ling themfielves about the Salvation of others,

~ Had their Concern to difcharge their proper
Buty been too cold to light up in their Hearts that
Fire of Charicy with which they ought to glow,
the Example of their holy Prelate thould have ex.
cited them: In vain, from the Beginning of the
Contagion was he prefled to leave the City, toen-
deavour to preferve himfielf, for the reft of his
Diocefs; he rejects all fuch Counfels, and hark.
ens only to thole which the Love the Sovereign
Paftor has infpired him with for his Flock, fuggeit
to him; he tarries with unthaken F ortitude, deter-
mined to lay down his Life for the Good of his
Sheep, if God is pleas’d to require it.

He is not fatisfied with proftrating himfelf at
the Feet of Altars, and litting up his Hands to
Heaven to befeech God to mitigate his Wrath,
his Charity is attive; heis every Day in the open
Streets, through all Quarters of the Town; he
gocs up to the higheft and worft Apartments of
the Houfes to vifit the Sick; crofies the Streets
among the dead Bodies; appears in the publick
Places, at the Port, at the Ring; the pooreft, the
moft deflitutc of Friends, thofe afifled the
moft grievoufly and hideoufly, are the Perfons to
whom he goes with moft Earneftnefs; and with-
out dreading thofe mortal Blafts which carry Poi-
fon tothe Heart, he approaches them, confefles
them, exhorts them to Patience, difpofes them to
die, pours celeftial Confolations into their Souls,
reprefenting to them the Felicity of Suffering and
.0l Poverty ; and dropsevery where abundant Fruits
ofhis generous Charity, diﬂ:ributing Meney where-

| ever
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ever he goes, and efpeciaily in fecret to indigent
Families, whom holy. Curiofity prompts him to.
feek our and to relieve; he hasalready given away
‘Twenty five Thoufand Crowns, and takes up what
Money he can upon Pledges, to enable him to
diftribute more. But I fhould not blaze abroad
what his Humility is careful to conceal ; it ought

to be left under the Veil which that Virtue throws
over it.

Death has fpared this new Charles Borromeo, but
has continually furrounded him, and almoft mow-
ed under his Feet: The Plague gets into his Palace
the greateft Part of his Officers and Domefticks
are ftruck with it; he is obliged to retreat into
the Houfe of the firft Prefident at Marfeilles the
Plague purfues him thither, and not only attacks
the reft of his Domefticks, but Two Perfons who
are very dear to him for their diftinguithed Me-
rit, and are his Affiftants in his holy Labours,
Father de la Fare a Jefuit, and M. Bourgeret Ca-
non of /a Major, the firft efcapes, but he has the
Grief to fee the other expire: All this however
does not terrify him, nor with-hold him cne Mo-
ment from any of the Duties of his fervent Chari-
ty; he goes every where ftill to vifit the Infected.

But the Plague deftroys too fait for the futviving
Remnant of Confeflors to perform all the Service
neceflarily required: A greater Number of Work-
men fhould be had; wherefore the Canons of the
Collegiate Church of St. Martin, and fome of
that of Aeoules, who have Benefices with Cure of
Souls, and who have fled, are thofe the BiE:E,
recall’s, to come and confels each within the Bounds
el his Parifh,

The.
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The Sheriffs, who obferve al] thofe Parith-Priefts
are deaf to the Voice of their Ei[ho;r, and uncon-
cerned for the Lofs of the Souls of their Parifthio-
ners, prefent a Petition to the Bithop, to order
them by an Injun&ion to return forthwith to their
Duty; in default of which their Benefices to be
declared vacant, and other Perfons qualified to fill

them, to be nominated.

The sth, the Regulators of the Fithermen be-
ing capable of fome Service, and Three of them
having fied; an Ordinance is publithed at my In-
ftance, to oblige them to return, on the Penalty
of a Fine of Three Thoufand Livres, and of
lofing their Offices.

This Day the Sheriffs being aftonifh’d at the Tne
creafe of the Mortality, and the deplorable State
the City is in, and Jonging for an Anfwer to the
Difpatches they have fent to Court for neceflary
Supplies, write to the Marfhal 4 Villars, moft
carncitly befeeching him to fecond their Inffancess
That i{lu&rinus Governor, who among all the
Towns of his Government of Provence, has con-
ftantly honoured Marfeilles with his particular
Affection, isfo concernedto hear of the extreme
Defolation it is in, that he returns Anfwer, He
is refolved to come himftlf to jts Relief, if his
Royal Highnefs will give him Leave,

The 6th, the Sheriffs ind themielves reduced
to the moft terrible of all Extremities; the laft
Slaves which the Officers of the Gallies had granted,
at the requeft of the firit Prefident, being all either
dead, or fallen ill of the Diftem 3 and notwith-
ftanding all the Efforts M. M‘?ﬂ/g:: had made the

r&c-::ding
& 3 X
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preceeding Days, to get all the dead Bodies poffi-
ble carried of, above Two Thoufand ftill remain=
ingin the Streets, befides what are in the Houfes;
they fee plainly, that if the Officers of the Gallies
will not give them more Slaves, at the rate
the Mortality goes on, therc muft be in lefs
than Eight Days above Fifteen Thoufand Bodies
in the Streets all putrified; from which will en=
fue a Neceffity of quitting the Town, and a-
bandoning it perhaps for ever, to the Putre-

taction, Poifon, and Infedtion which will fettle
in it, SHE

Hereupon they aflemble, with the few Citizens
flill Jeft, among whom are two Intendants of
Health who have not ftirred a Foor, M. Rofe the
Elder, and M. Rollaud. Divers Expedients:are
debated; fome propofe, that for difpoiing of the
prefent dead Bodies, and thofe to be expected
daily, a large Pit thould be opened in every Street
to throw them into: But two things are objeéted
one is, thatfuch Pits cannot be dugin the Streets,
without cutting off, at the fame time, all the Con-
duit-Pipes which are laid through them; the other
is, that it would require aboveTen Thoufand Men
ro dig {peedily fo many Pits info vait a City,
while there is none to be found in a Conditien to
work; befides, no body would dig in Streets actu-
ally ftrewed with infected Bodies, for fear.of catch-
ing the Infe€tion by touching them. Others preo-
pofe, to let all the Bodies lie where they are, in
the Streets, the publick Places, and the Houfes,
and there to cover them with Lime to confume
them; and that fuch a Quantity of Lime be car-
ried in Carts, and laid in Heaps 'in every \Street,
as may ferve to confume all the dead Bodies that
fhall be there. But to this likewife there are feve-

ral
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tal Objections; Where is Lime enough to be had
for confuming fo many Bodies? Where are Men'
to help to cart it? And who could ftay in the
City amidit the horrible Infection which thofe
Bodies would exhale, as they are confuming?
The Courfe the Sheriffs think beft to take, i,
without pafling any Refolution , to defire the Ci-
tizens aflembled with them, to accompany them,
in their Hoods, and in a Body, to the Houfe of
M. de Rancé, to intreat him with all Earneftnefs,

to grant them the Afliftance they want for the
Prefervation of the City.

M. de Rancé calls together M. de Vaucrefon the
Intendant, and the Gencral Officers of the Gallies ;
they appear to be touched as much with the Zeal
of thefe Magiftrates, and with the burthenfom
and hazardous Conditions upon which they afk
this Affiftance, as with the great Extremicy the
City is in 3 accordingly they grant them all they
demand on thofe Conditions ; and being defirous
to have the Agreement put into Writing, I drew
up before them the following A&t to be entred in

the Regiiter of the Town-Houfe, and a Copy of 1t
to be given to them.

This Day, the Skeriffs, Protefors, and Defenders
of the Privileges, Liberties, and Immunitics, of this
City of Marleilles, the King’s Counfellors, Iieutenants-
General de Police, being affembled in the Town-Houfe,
with fome of the municipal Officers, the Counfellor
Orator of the City and the King’s Procurator de la
Police, and other eminent Citizens ; and taking into
Confideration, that though the 260 Slaves, which the
Officers of the Gallies have been pleafed to grant them
at different Times, to bury the Dead fince the City wat
affficied with the Plazue, bhave been extremely blpfil
: fo

Z 3
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to them bitherto, yet that Affifiance is infufficient, above
2000 dead Bodies baving atiually lain in theStreets feve-
ral Daysy and coufing a general Infefiion s # was
therefore -refolved, for preferving the City, to defire
greater Affiftance : And imediately the Sheriffs going
out in their Heods, accompanied by all the fuid munici-
pal Officers and eminent Citizens, went in a Body to
the Houfe of the Chevalier de Rancé.  Lieutenant-
General, commanding bis Majefty's Gallies, and repre-
fented to bim, that the Cily bas infinite Obiigations
10 bim for the fgnal Services whick be bas been pleafed
to do them in 1bis Calamity s but that it-is not poffible
1o preferve the City, unlefs be does them the Favour to
grant them a Hundred Slaves more, and 4 Officers of
the Whiftle (or Boatjwains) almeft all thefe who have
formerly been granted, being dead or fick ;) in which
Cafe they will make the befs Ufe of them ; that to
‘engage them to work with the greater Dillivence in car-
rying off the dead Bodies, they will expofe themfelves
a5 they bave already aone s svill march on Horfeback in
their Hoods, before the Carts, and go with them Gl
gver the City : That moresver, it being of Importance,
that their Autberity fheuld be fupported by Force, at a
time when there remains in the City only a numereus
Pﬂpm’m‘,‘f’ who Iﬂﬂﬂ' be .E'fpif under, fﬂf ﬁﬁfﬂfiﬂg all
Tumult, and for maintaining good Order every where
they further tntreat bim moft ecarneftly to grant them at
Jeaft Ferty flows Soldicrs of the Gallies, Yo obey their
Gr;fgrj, te attend them, and at the f#ﬂl& time binder
the Slaves from getting away; that they Jball be com-
sisanded by thomfelves only s that they will divide them
jato 4 Partics, of which each Sheriff will bead
Oney and 11 being necelfary that one of the Sheriffs, at
leaft, foould ke continually at the Town-Houfe, for the
Dijpaich of fuch Affairs as may occur, one of the faid
. Pariics fball e commanded by the Chevalier Rofe; and
v Cafe #hey foonld be bindred by any Accident, they will
' propoje




PLAGUE o#t MARSEILLES., 343

propofe in their Room, Commiflaries of the beft Diftine-
tion they can find, to bead and command them. Where-
upon the Chevalier de Rancé, being affembled with the
Intendants and General Officers of the Gallies, ail fonm
Sible of the miferable Condition of this great and snipor-
tant City, and willing to grant all that is meceffary for
Javing it, bave been pleafed to grant to the Sheriffs,
and to the Community, a Hundred Slaves move, and
40 Soldiers, among them 4 Corporals, with 4 Officers
of the Whifile ; and it being neceffary to take thofe who
~ are voluntary difpofed, anc to engage thess by Rewards,
2o this dangerous Service 5 It is refoived and agreed,
that befides Subfiffance woich the Community Jball fur-
nif} to them all, ten Livres a Day fhall be given to each
Officer of the Whiftle, and to each Soldier fifty Sols :
And after it fball pleaje God to deliver the City from: this
Vifitation, a Gratification of a bundred Livres, to be
paid at once, fhall be made to eack of them who fhall
then be living. The Corporals fhail bave each a bundred
Sols a Day, and alfo an annual Penfion for Life of a hun-
dred Livres to each of them whe fhall jurvive , it being
Judged they cannot be fufficiently rewarded for fo impor-
tant and perilous a Service. This is agreed by the Alffem-
bly, in Confideration of the piefent Exigence, and the Ne-
ceffity of the Time. Concluded at Marfeilles, the
0th of September, 1720. Signed, Efelle, Audimar,
Mouftier, Dieudé, Sheriffs; Pichatiy de Croiffaints,
Orator, and the King’s Procurator ; Capus, Keeper
of the Records.

The 7th, the Magiftrates taking into Confidera-
tion that the Plague being the Inftrument of God’s
Wrath, all the Help of ;Men, and all the Effores
they refolve to make, will be vain and ufelefs, un-
lefs they have Recourfe to his Mercy, and feek to
appeafe him ; they determine to make a Vow in the
Name of the City, to incline him to vouchfafe te

deliver
Z 4
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deliver it from this cruel Peftilence (as their Prede-
cellors did during the laft Plague,) that the Com-
munity fhall give every Year, for ever, the Sum
of 2000 Livres to a Houfe of Charity, to bc efta-
blifhed by the Title and under the Protettion of
Qur Lady of Goed Help, for the Reception of peor
Girls, Orphans of this City and its Territory. .

The 8th, they make this Vow folemnly in the
Prefence of the Bithop, in the C hapel of the Town=
Houfe, where he celebrates Mafs.

The fame Day having received the Slaves,
and the Officers of the Whittle, together with the
Soldiers (whofe Corps de Garde is fettled in the great
Hall of the Loge,) and M. Mouftier having got in
Readinefs the Carts, and divided the Slaves into
feveral Brigades, the Sherifis in their Hoods put
themfelves cach at the Head of one of thofe Bri-
gades, with a Divifion or Guard of Soldiers, and
go to the Places that are thickeft fpread with dead
Bodies, and where they are moft putrefied, with
an Intrepidity that affonifhes the very Soldiers,
and makes the Slaves work with all their Strength,
without fearing the Dangers which they fee them
fo much contemn : They continue this Work daily,
trom Morning till Night, and the Chevalier Rofe
on Horfeback, conftant] fupplies the Room of
that Sheriff who is obliged in his Turn to fit in the
Town-Houfe for the ordinary Difpatch of Bufinefs -
"T'is a Miracle that they have not all perithed, by
expoling themfelves to Dangers fo great, that the
forty Soldiers of the Gallies, who accompanied
thr;m, have all perifhed, except four, by their
Sides,

The gth, they fend to the Council of Marine a
Copy of the A&, fpecifying the Conditions on
which the Officers of the Gallies granted thofe

S oldiers,
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Soldiers, and the Slaves, another to the Marfhal
de Villars, and a third to the Grand Prior.

The 10th, the firft Prefident, who is always vi-
gilant to fupply their Wants, and who knows that
belides Carts, they more need Carters to drive
them, fends a Number of both from Aix, which
are very helpful : The Officers of the Gallies fur.
nifh them with twenty-five Slaves more, to replace
thofe of .the hundred already granted who are be-
come unable to work ; and add to them fix, who
are Butchers by Profeflion, to ferve in the Slaugh-
ter-houfes of the Town, where al] the -Butchers
Being dead, or having deferted, no body is left to
kill Oxen and Sheep.

The 11th, there being hardly any Phyficians re-
maining, and fewer Surgeons, the reft having de-
derted, or perithed, their Art not availing them
the firlt Prefident fends hither M. Pous and Boutel-
frer, Phyficians of the Faculty of Montpellier ; and
M. Montet and Rabaton, very fkilful Mafter-Sur-
geons.

The 12 the Sherifis are informed that the Com-
mandeur M. de Langeron, Commodore of a Squa-
dron of Gallies, and Major-General of the King’s
Armies, has been nominated by his Majefty, Go-
vernor  of Marfeilles and its Territory, and that
he has received his Commiffion. Such agreeable
and falutary News revives them immediately from
all the Sorrow, Dejection, and Confternation they
were in; and infpires, not only into them, but
into all the other Citizens, and into the People in
general, both Sick and Well, no lefs Joy, Plea-
fure and Content, than Confidence, new Spirit,
and Courage : “They think it impoflible to perith”’
under fo worthy a Governour, and the Preferva-
tion of Merfeilies is looked upon as certain under
his Aufpices and Conduét: The Affection he has

alwa}'s
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always been obferved to bear to this City, and
which he has demonftrated fince it became
affiicted with the Plague ; his having been pleafed,
not only to come and afiift in the Afiemblies
at the Town-Houfe, but to promote very much
the giving Afiiftance to the City by the Offi-
cers of the Gallies (in which naval Body of
Forces he is dithinguifhed by his Rank, as well
as by his Merit and Valour:) His Character fo
long eftablifhed, his illuftrious Name, his Pre{:ncey
which by a happy Mixture of Sweetnefs and Gra-
vity makes him at once refpected, loved, and
feared ; his Wifdom and Forefight, his Courage,
his Firmnefs ; Virtues, which qualify and difpofe
him to chufe the beft Expedients in prefling Oc-
cafions, and execute with Rigour what he has ju.
dicioufly refolved; all this, I fay, gives every
body, and particularly the Sheriffs, the moft pro-
mifling Hopes, which in the Event were {oon an-

{wered : They go in their Hoods, and in a Body,

to his Houfe, to have the Honour to make him a
Tender of their Duties.

They learn at the fame time, that the Marquis
de Pilles (who was newly begun to recover his
Health) has alfo received a Commifiion to com-
mand in the City and Territory 5 they go in the
fame manner to his Houfe, to make him the like
Compliments : And both their Commiffions being
fent to be entered in the Regifter of the Town-
houfe, it appears that M. de Langeron, in the Qua-
lity of Major-General of the King’s Forces, Is to
take place, and command in Chiet.

The fame Day, M. de Langeren mounts on
Horfeback, and comes to the Town-Houle, to in-

form himfelf of the State of Affairs, that he might

thereupon make the proper Difpofitions, and take
the neceffary Meafurcs for applying fpsedy Reme-
.’ dies
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dies to prefling Evils : He is accompanied by the
Chevalier de Soiffans, an Officer of the Gallies,
whom he has taken to his Afliftance ; and who is
fo ardent for relieving the Town, that he is every
Day on Horfeback from Morning till Night, run-
ning wherever any thing 1s to be done, and o pro-
vide againft, or redrefs, thofe Inconveniences which
appear molt infuperable ; contemning Danger, and
compelling others, by his Example, not to relax
or ftop; putting in Execution Things feeming
the moft impoflible, with that Aétivity, Prudence,
and indefatigable Zeal, that every thing is done by
his Care, and by his Aflittance.

The 13th, the Marquis de Piles comes to the
Town-Houfe ; his Prefence, after the Grief
and Alarm his Sicknefs had caufed, gives every
one unfpeakahle Pleafure. M. de Langeron repairs
thither likewife; he never fails to come thither

“every Day on Horfeback, .in the Morning and
Afternoon, be what Weather it will, and fics ge-
nerally till eight o’Cleck at Night ; ’tis moft fre-
quently after he has taken his Rounds to the Hof-
pitals, the Pits, the Church-yards, and other
Places very dangerous to approach, which he will
view with his'own Eyes, and where he expoles
himfelf without Regard to his Health or Life,

The 14th, the Sheriffs continue to appear con-
ftantly, each at the Head of one of the Brigades
of Slaves, with the Carts, to fet them to work in
different Quarters, to take up and carry to the
Pits that prodigious Number ot dead Bodies, with
which the City is filled; and though they take
away fo many, they find more flill, by the Con-
tinuance of the Mortality.

Bur there is one Part, where they have not been
able to fct foot yet; itis at an Efplanade called /e
Tourctze, which lics towards the Sea, beiw en the

Houlcs
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Houfes and the Rampart, from Fort St. fobn to

the Church of Major : There lie extended about a
thoufand dead bodies clofe to each other, the frefth-
eft of which have lain there about three Weeks 5
fo that had they not been infeéted, the lying fo
long in a Place expofed to the hot Sun all the Day,
might have fufficed to render them contagious :
All one’s Senfes are affeted at approaching a
Place, whence one {mells afar off the contagious
Vapours which Exhale from it: Narure fhrinks,
and the firmeft Eyes cannot bear fo hideous a Sight;
thofe Bodies have no longer any human Form,
they are Moniters that give Horror, and one would
think all their Limbs itir, the Worms are in fuch
Motion about them. |

Nothing however is of mare urgent Neceflity
than to remove thefe Bodies from that Place; eve-
ry Moment they are let lic there, furnifhes Exhas
lations which muft poilon the Air ; but how fhall
they be taken up and carried to the Pits without
the Town, which are at a very great Diltance ?
Bodies fo putrefied will not hold in the Curts; the
Entrails, the Limbs whickh are loofened at the
Joints by the Worms, would run out, or drop off,
which would fcatter the Plague and Venom quite
through the City. |

The Chevalier Rofe, who is good at Expedients,
and as indufltrious as intrepid, goes to the Place,
and viewing the Rampart, perceives that two an-
cient Baftions, which about two thoufand Years
ago f{tood the Attacks of fulins Cafar’s Army, and
are near the Efplanade where lie the dead Bodies,
tho’ they feemed to be filled with Earth, are vaule-
ed within, which he difcovers at the Foot of one
of them through a Hole, which Time has made
in a Stone; he prefently imagines that no more
needs be done, than to take away fome Foot of

%
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Barth which cover the Vault of each Baftion, to-
break into that Vault, and finding them quite hol-
low within down to the Foundation which is level
with the Surface of the Sea, nothing is more ealy
than to caft all thofe Bedies into them, and then
to cover them with as much Earth and L.ime as is
neceflary, to hinder the exhaling of any Infeétion
from them.,

This being fo judicioufly projected, he returns
to the Town-Houfe, and tells M. de Langeron and
the Sheriffs, that he will take upon him to remove
all the dead Bodies from la Tourette, explains to
them his Projeét, they find it admirable ; but to
be able to execute it, a greater Number of Slaves
muft be employed, that 1t may be done fuddenly
and at once; it being evident, that no Soul that
breathes can hold out above a few Minutes in fo
noifom a Place, when thofe Bodies are moved,
to be drawn off the Ground and thrown into the
Baftions, M. d¢ Langeron, who has newly re-
‘ceived Orders from Court, to take as many Slaves
out of the Gallies as he fhall judge neceffary for
the Service of the City, promifes him a hundred
for this Enterprize.

The fame Day the Mortality continues without
Decreafe, and all the feveral Pits which had been
opened being filled, M. de Langeron accompanied
by M. Mouftier, and the Chevalier de Seiffans, take
a Turn without the City, to fee what Place will
be moft convenient for opening new ones {peedily ;
and fome are marked out on the Side of the Gate
of Aix, of fixty Foot long and thirty broad: At
the {ame time the Queftion being where to get at
Jeaft a hundred Peafanis to dig them; M, de Lan-
geron {ends all his Guards into the Territory, with

- “Orders to the Captains of the principal Quarters

‘to-make them come, cither willingly, or by Fﬁ%clf'.
o The
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The 15th, he ifiues an Ordinance, commands
ing all the Intendants of Health, Counfellors of
the City, Captains of Quarters, and Commifiia-
ries of Parithes, who have deferted, to return with=
in twenty four Hours to their Funétion, qn Pain
of Difobedience. ‘

He fets forth another, jointly with the Marquis

de Pilles and the Sheriffs, prefcribing all that oughe
to be done, obferved, and executed in the Terri-
ory, where the Plague makes likewife very great
Ravages, and has got into all the Quarters.
. The 16th, to remove that horrible Infection
which is in the Port, by above ten thoufand dead
Dogs foating in it, he fends for the Regulators of
the Fifhermen to the Town-houfe, and Orders
them to work with Boats to inclofe them in
Nets, and draw them fo far without the Chain,
that the Current of the Water may not bring
them in again.

This Day the Chevalier Rofe, who the Day be-
fore had caufed the Vaults of the two Baftions of
the Rampart de la Tourette to be broken into, and
found them hollow to the Foundation as he had
forefeen, having received the hundred Slaves ap-
pointed to remove the dead Bodies from that Pasr,
caufes each of them to tie a Handkerchief dipped
in Vinegar about his Head to {top his Nofe, and
having difpofed them in fuch a manner, as to be
able to put all Hands to Work at once, he makes
them in half an Hour take away all thofe Bodies,
Limbs of which dropped off in carrying, and
throw them into the Caverns of thofe Baftions,
which he immediately caufes to be filled with
Lime and Earth, up to the Level of the Efpla-
nade., . )

The 17th, the Sheriffs continuing with yes
greater Ardour and Zeal, to go each at the Hcadf

b4 0
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of 2’ Number of Carts, to fee the dead Bodies taken
up and carried off, from the feveral Streets o
the Town, which are more and more filled with
them ; M. Effelle has Notice that the Pits which
had been filled on the Side of /z Major, had cleft
in the Night; he haftens thither to fee them re-
paired, and takes with him the Peafants who were
working at the new Pits without the Gate of Aix :
But there’s no governing the Peafants at approach-
ing infected Places; the Soldiers of the Gallies who
accompany them drive them on, but they give
back ; he takes a Pick-ax himfelf and falls to work
to encourage them ; they are not to be ftimulated
by his Example, the Soldiers are, they inftantly
lay down their Arms, wreft the Pick-ax out of his
Hands, takeeach of them one from thofe daftard-
ly Peafants, and repair the Pits, notwithftanding
the Infection, with inexpreflible Ardour: It is
Pity all thofe Soldiers perithed, they ferved the
City with a Zeal which will make them always la-
mented.

Thiz Day M. Axdimar caufes a Heap of Bodies,’
which were piled up in the Street of Ferrat, and
were no lefs putrid than thofe of /s Tourette, to be
carried off.

M. de Langeron ftudying to relieve the Necefli-
ties of the People; who are in want of all Things,
and who fuffer and even perith by the Defertion
of almoft all the Surgeons, Apothecaries, Retail-
ers of common Neceflaries, as Cooks and others,
whofe Shops and Stalls are generally fhut up every
where ; he publifhes an Ordinance to compel them
to return within twenty four Hours precifely, on
Pain of Death.

The fame Day the Phyficians of Montpellier who
had come in the Month of Auguff, to examine by
Order of his Royal Highnefs, the Nature and

Symtoms
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Symptoms of the Diftemper, come again, accoti=
panied by M. Sou/liers Mafter Surgeon to the King,
who was alfo with them the firft time ; after their
Departure from hence, they had refided at a Coun-
try-houfe near i» which had been appointed for
‘them to perférm Quarantain in, which done they
were to have been admitted into Monzpellier ; but
his ‘Royal Highnefs being ‘defirous to {fuccour
Marfeilles; and judging that fuch a Diftemper re-
quired the moft eminent and fkilful Phyficians,
was pleafed to fend them new Orxders to return
hither, and join with them M. Deidier another fa-
mous Phyfician and Profeflor of Montpellier, who
arrived with them.

The Plague had till then been treated as the
Plague, the Sick prefently judged of the Danger
of their Sicknefs by the Behaviour of the Phyfi-
cians who vifited them : M. de Chicoynean, Chan-
cellor of the Univerlity of Montpeliier, M. Veruy,
and M. Deidier, give them Reafon to believe, on
the contrary, that ’tis of all Diftempers the leaft
dangerous and the moft common ; they approach
them without the leaft Concern or Mark of Emo-
tion, without Repugnance, without Precaution;
they even fit down ypon their Beds, touch their
Buboes and Sores, and ftay by them calmly as
long as is neceffary to inform themielves of the
State of their Cafe, the Symptoms of their Dif-
temper, and to fee the Surgeons perform the Ope-
rations they order: They go every where, and

afs through all the Quarters, they examine the
Sick, in the Streets, in the publick Places, in the
Houfes, and in the Hofpitals; one would think
them invulnerable, or tutular Angels fent by God
to fave every poor Creature’s Life; they refufe
the Money the Rich offer them ; nor recewve any
thing from any body, but a thoufand Bleflings

from all ; their Manner of proceeding, with the
Reputationy
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Reputation of their Names,. recover the Sick by
the Hopes and Confidence they raife in them.,

‘The :18th, another Pit is opened, below the
Ramparts between the Gate of Aix and the Tower
of St. Paule, fixty Foot long and thirty broad :
M. de Langeron wrote the Day before to the C ap-
tains of the Territory, to fend in Peafants : The
Chevalier de Soiflans goes at Day break to the En-
trance of the Suburbs, to condug them to this
Work, which they were extremely averfe to, be-

caufe of the Nearnefs of other Pits already filied
thereabouts,

New ones are alfo opened on the Side of that
Ground, by which the Church-yard of the Parifh
of St. Ferrisl was formerly enlarged ; this Quarter
is the fineft and beft inhabited of the City, where
M. Serre, no lefs a good Citizen than a famous
and excellent Painter, one of the Commiffaries ap-

ointed there, zealous even to the Sacrificing of
_Eis own Life for the Reliefof his Country, has ta-
ken upon himfelf alone the laborioys and perillous
Care to fee carried off and buried, the dead Bodies
from thence, with fome Carts which the Sheriffs
have given him, and a Brigade of Slaves put un-
der his Direction by the Officers of the Gallies,
whom he carefully fubfifts and lodges at his own

Expence. A Citizen that fo loves his Country,
defeprevcs to be beloved by it,

The 1gth the Defertion from the City continu-
ing, fo that none can be found to carry into the
Store-houfes of the Community the Corn brought
up by the Boats from the Barrier of Leflague, M,
de Langeron appoints for that Service twenty-fix
Gally-Slaves, with four of their Companions to

A a dr
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drefs Victuals for thems no Perfons being found
fit to be put to do fo much as that. '

The time of Vintage approaching, it is confi
dered that the Vapours of the new Wine, in a
Town where fo prodigious a Quantity is made,
might contribute very much towards dif-infecting
the Houfes; and it is called to mind that it wias
by this Means the laft Plague which afficted Mar-
feilles was ftopt: Whereupon an Ordinance is iffu-
ed, in the names of M. de Langeron, the Marquis
de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, importing that the
Vintage fhall be got in as ufual. : '

This Day arrive three other Phyficians of the
Faculty of Montpellier, who came Poft {rom Parss
by Order of his Royal Highnefs, viz. M. Mailbes
Profeflor of the Univerfity of Cabors, M. Boery
de Paradis of Marfeilles, and M. de Lebadie, ac-
companied by two Mafter-Surgeons of Paris:
‘They are provided with excellent Inftructions,
which they received from M. Chirre firft Phyfi-
cian to his Royal Highnefs, and Sur-Intenc};n;
of the Royal Phyfick-Garden, who has not ne-
glected any thing that might be for the Relief of
this unfortunate City: Phyficians fo well chofen,
and fo well inftruéted, cannot fail of doing good
Service; the Event will foon fhew it.

The 20th, there are no Medicines nor Drugsto
be found in the City, by Reaion of the Flight
and Defertion of all the Apothecaries, Dru gifts,
and Grocers; the Sick dye without being able to
ufe the Liberty of miking their Wills, the Royal
Notaries having all fled; Women with Child are
delivered without any Affiftance, the Midwives
being all fled likewife: An Ordinance at m{t In-

] . ance.
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fance s iffued by M. de Langeron, the Marquis de
Pilles, and the Sheriffs, to oblige them all to return
within ' twenty-four Hours on Pain of Death:
The Royal Notaries only obey readily. The or-
dinary Term of letting or quitting Houfes being
Michaelmas-Day, and almoft all the Houfes being
infected, it would be dangerous to fuffer fuch re.
moving with Houfhold-Goods moftly infefted ;
another Ordinance forbids ity till it be otherwife

ordered,

The 211, the Sheriffs have an Increafe of Care ard
Trouble; the Perfons who for a long time had the
Dire&ion and Management of the Office of Corn,
and of the Shambles, dye of the Plague; this obliges
the Sheriffs to take that Bufinefs upon themfelves,
while they have fomuch already upon their Hands:
M. de Langeron, to faciliate their going through
with it all, perfuades them to take each a certain
part of the Work: Accordingly, M. Efelle is
charged with the D:?:m_tch of allthe current A fairs
at the Town-Houfe, with the Correfpondences,
and with the Orders for the good Government of
the City ; M. dudimor with the Shambles; M. Moa.
Siier with all that relates to the carrying off and,
burying of the Dead, the Pits, and the Church.
yards, the cleaning of the Streets, the Carts, the
Gally Slaves and their Subfiftance; and M. Dicudé
with what relates to Bread-Corn, Mezeal, Wood for

firing, and the Bakers.

The -.:E.rz.d: new Pits are o be made, M. dengg_
ron fends his Guards into the Territory, to bring
in_one hundred and fifty Men to dig them; and
the 23d oneis opened of ne hundr thirty two
F@Qﬁfﬂﬂ forty eight wide, and fourteen deep, in
the Garden of the ﬁf"%ﬂﬂﬂﬂwﬂutheRamp?ﬁ.

A aa
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‘The 24th, at the Time when Mifery and Cala~
mity are at the Height ; when all is groaning, la-
menting, dying, as well in the Country, as in
the Town; when thofe whom the Fury of the
Diftemper has fpared, are overtaken by Famine,
and fall into Defpair, more cruel and terrible than
the Plague it felt; when the Fountains of Charity
which had run till now, are dried up; when, as
the Scripture expreffes it, the Heavens feem to be of
Brafs, and the Earth of Irons and when no Hope
at all remain’d, butof Dying; ’tisthen a charita-
le Fland extends itfelf from afar to this unhappy
City.

The 25th, the Heaps of infefted Cloaths and
Houfehold-Goods, with which all the Streets are
incumbered, being a greater hindrance to the pafi-
ing through them, than the dead Bodies and Sick
that lye in them; Monf. de Langeron fets twenty
five Gally-Slaves to work, to carry all off in Carts
and twenty others to cleave Wood for Firing, for
the Ufe of the Bakers; no other Hands being to

be had.

The Refrattorinefs of the Apothecaries, Drug-
oifts, and Grocers, in abfenting themfelves from
the City, and the Neceflity of compelling them to
return, that the Sick may be fupplied with Medi-
cines and Drugs, oblige him to fend Guards into
the Territory, tofeize and bring away the chief of
them, . i

The 26th, the Hofpital of Timber-work in the
Alleys of the Grand Mall, and which fo man
Poor infected, who lie in the Streets and public
Places, have been withing for feveral Days, isup-
on the Point of being finifthed, after incredible
. ' ~ Labour ;
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Labour; when a North Wind, the moft violent
that ever was, blows fo hard, that it breaks and -
throws down almoft all the Timber-work, with
the Sail-cloth that covered it: For repairing {peedi-
iy this Damage, M. de Langeron goes thither,
ends for robuft and ferviceable Fellows from the
Gallies, with Officers to keep them diligently em-
ployed; the Sheriffs beftir themfelves to provide
more Timberand Sail-cloth; all Handsareat Work;
the Chevalier de Soiffans keeps upon the Spot, to
encourage the Men; and give Orders, accompani-
ed by l\% Marin and Beauffier, Commiffaries ap-
pointed to att as Diretors General of this Hof] pi-
tal, who facrificed their Time and private Con-
cerns to fee it built, were always activs in any
thing that was moft toilfome; and the principal
Affiftants of the Sheriffs, from the Time the Fear

of the Contagion rade every body abandon
them,

The 27th, itis confidered, that as large as
this Hofpital is, it cannot ferve for fuch a Mul-
titude of Sick, as are lying in all the Streets, and
increafeddaily by the Continuance of the Diftemper;
and therefore another muft be timely thought of :
After looking about every where, it is refolved to
make ufe of the Hofpital General dz la Charite,
which is in perfeét Readinefs, actualy furnifhed
with near 800 Beds, and all neceffary Utenfils.

The Difficulty is, whether to remove the Pooy
maintained in it: No Place feems {o proper as the
Hitel-Dieu, where there is Room enough ; but there
have been infected Patients in it, and above fifty
are {o now; they muft be firft removed, and the
"Houfe difinfected (or perfumed;) thofe Patients are
carried to a Chapel of the Penitents, which is hard

&3 by
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by ; and M. Effells performs the Difinfeétion with
all requifite Exactnefs: """ " - e
From the 28th, of September to the 3d of Offo-
Fer, nothing but Adion and Labmirsﬁigﬁi:'én&
Day. At the Mallno Time is loft to repair the
Damage done by the Wind, and provide for
fuch an Hofpital the infinite Number of Things
neceffary in it; in fitting up Apartments and Labo-
ratories forthe Phyficians, Apothecaries, Surgeons,
Officers, and Servants of the Hofpital, in the
Convent of the Reformed Auguftines, which is
contiguous to it, and in the neighbnukﬂ?_ Baf-
tides; and in digging near it large and’ dee
Pits: At la Chariré, thofe already opened in' the
Garden of the Obfervantines are_juft behind it but
for that Hofpital, it was found to require more
Trouble than the other to provide it with all Né&-
ceffaries. The Pains taken to difinfe&t the Florel-
Dien, remove from thence the infected Patients,
and bring into it all the Poor frem /s Charité, are
inconceivable : M. de’ Langeron is obliged to be
on Harleback from Morning to Night, moving
from Place to Place; the Sheriffs give themfelves
rio Refpite, but fhorten the common Time of
Meals, that'they may not lofe a Moment. Every
thing is hard to be got, even Straw to ftuff the
Mattrefes, which no body will bring in from the
‘Territory, without being compelled to it by Force.
Officers and Servants muft be fought for all thefe
Hofpitals ; efpecially a great Number of Surgeons
muft be had, both Maiters and Men; they can-
not be drawn hither from other Provinces, but by
exorbitant Rewards ; Advertifements are afiixed
every where, prumiﬁng to all Surgeons who will
come, viz. to Malter-Surgeons of Princig;l’
Towns 2000 Livres a Month; to the licen
: Surgeons
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Surgeons of thofe Towns, and the Mafter-Sur-
Euns of fmall Places 1000 Livresa Month ; and
o their Apprentices, or Joutrneymen, 300 Livres
a Month, with the Freedom of the Company of
Surgeons of Mar/eilles 5 befides Lodging and Diet
all the time they are employed. |

~ The 3d of Ofsber, Part of the Troops which
M. de Langersn expetted for the Service of the
City, and to execute his Orders, arrive; wiz.
Three Companies of the Regiment of Flanders,

whom he caufes to encamp at the Charsreufe with-
out the Walls,

The 4th, the two new Hofpitals at the Mal
and /a Charité, are, at length, in a Condition to
receive the Sick; and immediately they creep
thither from all Quarters. A Number of Galley-
Slaves are employed to fetch thofe who cannot help
themfelves, and are lying in the publick Streets,
and in the Houfes.

The sth, all the Phyficians, as well Strangers,
as of the Faculty in this City, are convened ar the
Town-Houle, in the Prefence of M. de Langeron,
the Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs; and M,
de Chicoynean and Verny, as Principals, and thofe
others to whom' the general Infpection is commit-
ted, appoint the Stations where each fhall ferve,
and the Surgeons to be employed under them, If
all the Strangers had fignalized themielves by their
Skill and Zeal, thofe of the City have equall’q
them in both ; they have ferved with o little Care
of their own Perfons, that three of them have loft
their Lives, M. Peiffonel, Montaginer, and Audan,
and a fourth, Mr. Bertrand, was very near Death’s,
Door. i

Aag The
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The 6th, thiee of the Captains of the City dy-
ing, the Sheriff’s’ npﬁ;""aﬂjq' their Rogm M.
Dejperier, Bonnanean, and Ieard, who from the
Beginning of the Contagion have voluntarily gone
upon any Strvice, however toilfom and hazard-
ous, for the City. e

The 7th, the Plague being more violent in the
Territory than in the City, and it being of Im-
portance to hinder the Sick to come from thence
nto it ; M. de Langeron pofts at each Gate a
ae Garde of Soldiers of the King’s Troops, under.
the Command of the Captains and Officers of the
Town; and publifhes an Ordinance, whic!:;Prﬁ-
feribes the Rules to be obferved at any Perfon’s
coming into, or going out of the Gates.

The 8th, whereas fince the two new Hofpitals
have been opened, the Sick are no longer lying
about the Streets, and the dead Bodies are carried
off daily, by the great Number of Carts which
are continually pafling ; Difpolitions are made for
cleaning the Streets throughout the City, as well
for making Room to pats, as to take away the
horrible Inteciion caufed by the prodigious Quan-
tity of Filth and Naftinels, with which they are
all covered. For this Purpofe large Boats, ufed
for cleanfing the Port, by taking up the Soil, are
placed all along the Key at each Pallifade ; and
while the Sherifis go each through a Quarter with
a Brigade ot Gally Slaves, to caufe all the Heaps
of 1nteéted Cloaths and Houfhold-Geods, which
have been thrown out of the Windows, to be
burnt; other Brigades of Slaves go with Carts, to
take up the Dunghills and Filth, which they thoot
mnto thofe Boats, and thefe carry it out, and throw
it into the Sea, as far as they can from the Mouth

of
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of the Port: This is fo tedious a Work, that be
it followed ever fo clofe, it will take up a Montly
at leaft to finifh it. i1y

The gth, the Sheriffs receive News that fills
them with Joy and Confolation ; they find by a
Letter which the Confuls of Avignon are fo kind to
write to them, that the common Father of the
Faithful Roman Catholicks, moved at hearing of
the Calamities of a City, which was the firft of all
Gau! that received the Catholick Faith, by St.
Lazarus 1ts firft Bifthop ; which in all Times has
preferved it in its Purity, no Herefy having ever
been able to get footing in it; and which has al-
ways had a fingular Attachment, with a profound
and inviolable Refpect, for the Holy See ; has not
thought it enough to order publick Prayers in all
the Churches of Reme, and Proceflions, at which
his Holinefs aflifts on Foot, to befeech the So-
vercign Father of Mercies to anpeafe his Wrath
againft Marferlles, and caft away the dreadful
Scourge which lays it defolate ; butbeing defirous
to fuccour fo many miferable Poor as are in it,
and {upply them with Bread in their Need, has
caufed to be bought up in the Diftri® of Ancona
two thoufand Meafures (called Roubies) of Bread-
Corn, which will be forthwith brought hither by
Veflels that are to take it in at Crvita-Fecchia, to be
diftributed to the Poor in fuch Proportions as the
Bifhop fhall allet.

The 10th, the Canons of the Collegiate Church
of St. Martin, having Benefices with Cure of
Souls, perfifting to abfent themfelves from their
Duty, notwithitanding the feveral Admonitions
fignified to them, the Bilhop pronounces Sen-

tence, and, conformably to the Petition of the
Sherifls
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Sheriffs of the 4th of September laft, declares their
Benefices vacant, and that they fhall be filled with
others dul qualiﬂed; and he nominates to them
m:cordm

¢ The ritch, thcre are in the Hﬁfp}taﬁ feveral
Patients who have the Happinefs to recover of
the Plague: A Place is neceflary for thefe to be
remov t::, where they may ftay forty Days after
their Buboes and Sores are entirely cured and
healed up 5-it is refolved to make ufe of the grand
Infirmanies for this Purpofe ; they.muit be made
ready, and provided with all Things neceffary :
M. de Langeron goes thither, with M. Zfielle, and
Orders are gwen 1 for doing it out of Hand.

The 12th, more Tmnps arrive for the Service
of the City 3 wiz. Three Companies of the Regi-
ment of Brie, which M. de Langeron caufes to en-
camp at the Chartreuje, with the three others al-

ready there,

#

The 13th, 14th, and 15th, while the Infirma-
ries are getting ready for thole who are recovered
from the Plague, he fends Orders into the Terri-
tory, to compel thofe Intendants of Health, who
have abﬁen’ted themfelves 3 and feveral Dtht!l‘ Mu-
nicipal Officers, whofe Service is abfﬂlutdy requi-
fite in the City, to return.

The 16th, he pofts a Corps de Garde of thirty
Soldiers by the Town- Houle, to Guard the She-
1iffs, and execute Orders,

The I}*th, it is refolved to fend into the Infir-
maries, not only thofe who have recovered in the
feveral Hofpitals, but likewife all thofe who wan-

der
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der about the City with their Buboes broke and.
running, and communicate the Contagion ¢ ne-
rally to thofe who, not knowing "t‘fleira%,on ition,,

have the Misfortune to touch or approach them.

The 18th, the Difficulties which obftruét the
putting the Infirmaries entirely into Orders; or
clofing up the Sides of the Market-Houfe, which
are open ; Timber, Boards, and Sail-Cloth being
not to be had; make it neceflary to feek fome
other Place, which is already in proper Order
fuch appears to be the College of the Fathers de
I'Orateire, the Halls of which are capable of har-
bouring a great Number of Perfons ; and Lodg-
ings for the Officers, Surgeons, and Servants, are
ready in the reft of the Houfe, which is quite
empty by the Flight of thofe Priefts,

The 16th, the Grand Clauftral Prior, (7. e. he
that refides, and keeps the Monks to their Duty)
of the Abbey of St. Fifior, and two Monks de-
puted from that Chapter, come to the Town-
Houfe to juftify themfelves upon their Refufal to
carry in Proceflion the Shrines and Reliques of
their Church, tothe Square of the Lgge. The
Continuance of the Contagion, notwithftanding all
the Efforts hitherto made to ftop it, leaving no
Hope, but in the Mercy of the Almighty through
the ﬁt-:rccfﬁnn of the Saints, the S’.heriﬂ% refolved
to defire the Bifhop to caufe all the Shrines of
Saints, and all the Reliques of the Church of Ads-
jor to be brought forth, and to accompany them
to the Square of the Lgge, where they defigned to
ere€t a great Altar, on which to place them in
open View, and likewife to defire the Monks of
the Abbey of St. Fifler, to bring out at the fame
Time all the Shrines and Reliques of their Church,
and to accompany them to the fame Place, where

being
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being all ranged together on the fame Altar, the Bi-
Thop was to celebrate Mafs, and all the Prayers re=
fcribed againit the Plague were to be faid The
Bifhop inftantly agreed to it, with all the Joy and
Satisfaction which the Piety that animates him
could raife: M. de Langeron had given the moft
proper Orders, for preventing any Crowd, or even
any Communication, at this Holy Proceffion ; no-
thing remained, but to difpofe the Monks of the
Abbey of St. Viftor to perform their Part : M.
£flelle went, and moved it to them ; they confent,
but 'on Conditions utterly impraticable. They
demand, either that two Altars thould be erected,
or that the Bifhop thould not celebrate Mafs, left
their Privileges fhould receive fome Diminution
by it. And their Grand Prior Clauftral, with two
Monks of the Abbey, come to Day to the Town-
Houfe, to have it underftood that their Reafons
were folid, and not Pretexts.

" The 20th, no Bell having been rung in the Town

fince the Contagion, not even that. which warns
the Soldiers and Townfmen to retire to their
Houfes and Quarters ar Night, M. 4e Langeron
orders it to be rung as formerly,

The 21ft, he orders the Officers of the City to
go the Rounds punctually in all the Quarters,
with the Number of Soldiers appointed by him.

The 22d and 23d, the Prifons being filled with
Malefactors, and the effects of a vaft Number of
IHoufes being expofed to Robbery, by the Death
of all the Perfons who inhabited them; he fends
Orders into the Territory, to oblige the Commif-
faries de Police to return, to bring to Trial thofe
Malefattors, and to fecure thofe Effetts for the

lawful Claimants,
The
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The 24th, M. de Langeron, the Marquis de Pilles
and the Sheriffs, publith an Ordinance at my In-
ftance, commanding all thofe who have taken into
their Pofieffion the Keys of Houfes, or the Ef-
fects of Perfons decealed, or who have had
them putinto their Hands in Truft, of what Na-
ture foever they are, to appear within twenty-four
Hours at the Town-Houle, and make Declaration
thereof before the Commiffaries de Police, that the
fame may be properly fecured.

The 25th, another Ordinance is iffued for the
Publick Safety and Health, importing, that for
preventing Robberies in the Night, and the In-
creale of the Contagion by removing from one
Place to another infected Apparel, thofe who after
ringing the warning Bell at Night fhall be taken
robbing Houfes, or removing Apparel or Houf-
hold Goods, fhall be punithed with Death ; and
that thofe who fhall have forbidden Arms found
upon them, fhall be condemned to the Gallies,

The 26th, tho’ the Plague feems to have dee
creafed, want of Provifions increafes ; the Diftem-
per having got into the neighbouring Places, and
even into the Capital of the Province, hardly any
Corn or other Neceffaries are brought any longer to
the Markets at the Barriers; even all the Barriers
are changed and removed fo far off, that they are
out of reach, and Marfeilles is in the greateft Ex-
tremities that it ever felt. M. de Langeron and the
Sheriffs fee the Neceflicy there is, for avoiding a
fpeedy Famine, to fend Veflels to divers Parts
to fetch Bread-Corn, and other Provifions; but
having neither Money nor Means to procure il?,
they are obliged to fend Difpatches to Court for
Supplies.

The
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The 27th, the Hofpitals of the Mu/, of Ia
Charité, and of the Rive Newve, being by the De-
creafe of the Diftemper more then fufficient te hold
all the Sick ; and that des Convalefens being become
altogether fuperfluous, it is refolved to make
Ufe of it for thofe who have recovered, and not of
the College de lOratoire, aswas defign’d. :

ﬂ"hc ﬁﬁh, and.zgth, are {pent in putting it in
Order and furnithing it with new Bergs, after all
the Sick who were in it had been removd to the

“Hofpital at the Mal. |

- The 3oth, the great Number of Surgeons, ag
well ‘Mafters as others, who are come from all
Parts, allur’d by the Advertifements of the soth
of September, that had been fent out to be pub:
lickly affix’d every where, which promifed great
Rewardstothofe that would come and ferve ; makes
it neceflary to publifh contrary Advertifements, fig-
nifying, that the Diftemper having happily de-
creafed very much, there is no further Occafion
for them.
- The 311, to get together, in Order to confine:
and put under Quarantain, thofe who have reco-
vered from the Plague, who with their Buboes
broke and running wander about the Streets, and
infect all whom they approach, the Chevalier Je
Seifans finds out a very eafy Exgcdie-nt; they are
all neceflitous People who beg about, ‘and do not
fail to go where Alms are diftributed daily to all
Comers ; he orders Soldiers to hide themfelves
near the Houfe whither the Bifhop hasretir’d; in lefs
than half an Hour, above five hundred of thefe
‘Beggars flock thither, whom the Soldiers furround
and carry to the Hofpital des Convalefeenge, where
- the
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the Surgeons fearch them, and detain all who oughe
to be kept there. .o

The Firft of November, being the Feaft of Alls
Saints, the Bifhop cemes out of his Palace in Pro=
~ ceffion, accompanied by the Canons of the Church
des Acoulles, by thole whom he has newly nomi-
nated Canons of the Church of St. Martin, and
by the Parfon and Priefts of the Parifh of St. Fer-
7i0/; and chufing to appear like the Scape Goar,
loaded with the Sins of all the People, and like a
Viétim deftin’d to expiate them, he walks with a
Halter about his Neck, the Crofs in his Arms,-
and-bare Foot ; thus he proceeds by the Ring to-
wards the Gates of fix, where he celebrates Mafs
publickly, at an Altar which he had caufed to be
erefted, and after a pathetick Exhortation to the
People to move them to Repentance, for appeafing
the Wrath of God, and obraining Deliverance from
the raging Peftilence ; he pronounces a folemn
Confecration of the City to the facred Heart of Je-
fus, in Honour of which he had inftituted a Fefti-
* val to be kept yearly by a Mandate which he caus’d
to be read : The Tears which are feen running
down his Cheeks during this devout Ceremony,
join’d to his very moving Expreffions, excite Com-
punétion in the moft obdurate Hearts, and every
one pierc’d with unfeigned Sorrow, cries to the
Lord for Mercy : St. Charles did the like formerly
at Milan on the {ame Feftival of All-Saints, when
that City was under the Calamity of the Plague;
and nothing is wanting to this Imitator of the Zeal,
Piety, Charity, and all the Virtues of fo great a
Saint, but the Roman Purple which he deferves,
and which a whole People on whom he heaps {pi-
ritual and temporal Bleflings, wifth him from the
Bottom of their Hearts. .-

: From
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From 'the {fecond to the fifth, M. de Langeron
with the Sheriffs divide all the Quarters of the
Town into new Diftricts, and appoint at every
Diftrict, €ontaining a certain Number of Houfes,
a Commiflary to fee to the Execution of the feve-
ral Orders iffued, and to prevent whatever may
contribute to the Continuance of the Plague, or
to its Return,

- The sth, for reftraining the exceflive Price of
all Provifions, which is raifed every Day by thofe
who take Advantage of the general Scarcity, they
hold in the Town-Houfe an Aflembly of Mer-
chants and Tradefmen to fettle a general Rate;
they continue drawing it up the next Day, and
the 8th they publifh an Ordinance forbidding all
Shopkeepers, Retailers, and Regraters, to fell
at a higher Price than what is fpecified in
that general Rate, on the Penalty of the Pillory,
of Refunding the Money taken, and Confifcation

of the Goods fold.

From the 6th to the 13thy, M. de Langeron fends
out Orders on all Sides for regulating and reliev-
ing all the Quarters of the Territory, where the
Plague continues to rage ; and the 14th he pub-
lithes an Ordinance with Marquis de Pilles and the
Sheriffs, which prefcribes fuch exaét and judicious
Precautions to be obferved at the Gates, that the
indifpenfible Commerce between. the City and the
Territory is maintained, and yet the Diltemper
which is there cannot any way be brought into the
City, to make that which ftill continues here rage

the more.

~ The 15th, the Bakers having almoft fpent all
the Fuel for their Ovens, fo that they muil leave
off Baking, Veflels are fent towards Zen/on to fetch

YWeod. The
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- The 16th the Bifhop takes a holy _Refolugi?n

3 = [}

150 #é?q_ ie the Plague, which he has the Grief to

fee continue : In order to this, having called to-
gether the Remains of his Clergy in the Church
ﬁﬁ Acaudles, he begins by caufing all the Prayers
to be read which his Holinefs had fent to him, and
which are daily repeated in all the Churches of
Rome, to incline the Almighty to deliver Marfeilles
“from the Scourge ; and after a very eloquent and
very moving Exhortation, he carries up the Holy
Sacrament to the Leads over the Roof of the
Church, from whence all the City and its Terri-
tory lie open to the View, gives his Benediction,
and performs the Exorcifm againft the Plague,
‘with all the Prayers and Ceremonies which the
Church has prefcribed. | '

The 17th, M. de Langeron receives an Anfwer
‘from Court, to the Difpatches he had fent thither:
M. /e Blanc, and M. le Pelletier des Forts write to
him, that his Royal Highnefs being extremely
concerned at the Calamity of Marfeilles, had given
Orders to the India Company to remit hither twen-
ty five thoufand Pieces of Eight, and one thou-
fand nine hundred Marks of Silver, with which
e is pleafed to affift this City, till he can provide
for its further Relief : The Marquis de lo Vrilliere
#rit;cs the fame thing to the Sheriffs, and that his
Royal Highnefs will do all that lies in his Power
1o _ﬁiccaur them : The Auguit _Princv:: has had all
pofiible Regard for this unfortunate City; from
'Flf::: Time he knew of its Diftrefs, he has not neg-
le&ted fending Orders every where, for fupplying
‘it with all neceffary Help, as well to cure the Di-
ftemper, as to provide againft Scarcity and Want:
“All his Minifters have feconded his Intentions with
fo much Earneftnefs and Ap licﬂtit}h, that they
feem to have had no other Bufingfs upon therr
AV 9 PRYE A 119 DENCY SUARERS HROR fhck
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Hands, than to haften its Supplies, and to rénder
- them effe¢tual. 'What Gratitude for this will not
Subjects {o obedient and fo faithful ever cherifh in
their Hearts ? This Gratitude for their Preferva-
tion, joined to the Ardour and Zeal which have
always diftinguifhed them in the Submiffion and
Obedience due to his Majefty ; will inflame them
with a Delire to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes,
for the Honour and Glory of his Service.

Never was there greater Scarcity, nor ever was
fuch Scarcity fo plentifully fupplied; fo that hay-
ing been continually jufk falling into Want, or in
fear of wanting every thing, by the Interdiétion of
Communication and Commerce, we have hardly
ever wanted any thing, by Means of the continual
Succours which came in fucceflively from all
Parts, by the Orders of his Royal Highnefs, and
the particular Care of M. le Pelletier des Forts,
and M. la Blanc, to caufe them to be executed :
Corn and other Provifions, and efpecially large
Cattle, and Sheep, have been brought in fuch
Quantity and Numbers, notwithftanding all Dif-
ficulties, that for a long time we had a kind of
Plenty of them ; from the Mint at Zix, the firft
Prefident has remitted very confiderable Sums of
Money, he has procured all Neceffaries to be fent
in from divers Parts; he has caufed almoft whole
Forefts to be cut down, that we might not want
Wood for firing 3 and not contenting himfelf with
procuring Credit for us to a great Sum, he has
had the Goodnefs to find Means to difcharge a
confiderable Part of that Debt; from Languedoc
the Intendant, M. de Bernage, has taken infinite
Pains to get fent thither all the Succours that fer-
tile Province could furnifh. "

Several eminent Citizens have contributed very

: largely;



A JOURNAL of the . 37n

largely 5 M. Conflans and Remufat, have by their
Credit and Money procured twenty thoufand Mea-
fures ( called Charges) of Bread-Corn; M. Mar-

tins, Grimaud, and Beoland, have voluntarily taken

inconceivable Pains to keep the Shambles fuppli-

ed, and with very great Succefs; feveral others

have contributed Money for buying up Corn in

the Levant ; even fome of the Magiftrates of the

Sovereiecn Courts of the Province, as foon as the

Plague had broke out, moved by their Generofity

of Heart, and Grandeur of Soul, offered and even

fent in all the Corn that was reaped on their own
Lands ; fuch are M. de Lubiers and de Ricard,

Counfellors of the Parliament, and M. de Rauville

Prefident of the Court of Accompts, Aids and’
Finances : We could not perith with fo great and

- various Supplies ;5 but Marfeilles and its Territory
~are an Abys; it cannot otherwife be filled, than

by that prodigious Abundance, which Liberty,

and the Concourfe of the Commerce of Nations,

bring into it.

The 18th, M. Taxil, Agent of the India Com-
any at Marfeilles, remits to the Sheriffs one thou-
Emd fix hundred Marks of Bullion, and twenty
thoufand and forty nine Marks in Pieces of Fight,
which they caufe to be conveyed to the Mint at
Montpellier, there to be converted into new Specie.

The 19gth, the Diftemper whichhad extremely
decreafed, having increafed again a lictle, and
there being Ground to believe that the Commu-
nication in fome Churches which were opened,
had occafioned it, the Bifhop is defired to be
pleafed to order them to be fhut up again.

The zoth, 21ft, and 22d, Veffels are fitted
out to fetch Corn from the Levant, that we

Bb2 might
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g’ht dot be v;-5hi “Ji?s wang of it
ter, and after the aguc ;:Jlﬂ'i ai'c:i:f fiﬂ ﬁﬁ'&

F ammc

Thé 2 'ﬁd Advlcc cdmts th,a ne of the "\f"'el’
fels in w u:h his Holjn:fs 5 Mim ers had cau c&’
to be laden _quu Vecchia ;2 the Bread- Cm"ﬁ
dtf ignedfor e Poor_of ezﬁ':s is _unhap:

y wrecked on the Ifland of Pm;amzm-; a a{
th of one thoufand Meafures it carried, not
threc hundred caulcl bf. faved.

Thc 24.th and g5tﬁ' the C.Ol'l;t.agl j’clﬂ t’ﬁ
t:pumg in the Territory, and the %:runs ‘l\]{_ 3
five. there, or have retired thither, efpt
thofe who are ﬁruck with it, or fufp
are, -ufing all manner of Artifice to I’tea"l :nfd
the City, where the D1ﬁempcr ﬁas moft in-
tirely ceafed, M. de Langeron | ﬂ:abT e§ fuch
proper and cxact Precautions, that no Enﬂea—

vours of that kind can fucceed.

Thc 26th, he publifhes an Ord:narﬁcc to fcnrc
for Rules at the Gates, preﬁ:nl&mg thc cﬁ;r:r‘ﬂ
Certificates which ‘muft be brﬂu ht to obrain

Permiffion to cntel, and &eﬁ:r:’hl f? the Cﬁ,n&l-
tion of Health and other Circumftances a Per-

fon muft be in to be cluahﬁ'ed for a Certifi- »
cate from the Parifh-Priett, Captains, and Com-
l’l'llﬁ:ll'lﬁs

The 27th, he fends this Ordmance ta be publifh-
ed in the Territory, and withi it aclrcu'larLcttcr to
all the Parifh- Pnc{’cs, Ca.ptams and Commiffaries
of the Quarters, for their moft ample Inftru&ion,

The 28th, two other Veffels 1aden with the reft

of the Bread-Corn given by his Holinefs, arrive
At
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at Toulon: The Biftiop comes to the Town-hotife, to
concert with M de Langeron and the Sheriffs, the
Means of getting it brought to this Cig, whither
thofeVeflels will not come becaufe of the Contag;

The 29th, the Difficulty made by the Maftets
of Vellels of Languedoc, to come laden with Pro-
vifions to the Port of Frioul in the Ifland of Rope- -
neaw, one of the Ifles of Marfeilles, whitheér tha
Barrier is removed from Leflague, becaufe after
they have unladen at that Ifland, no Ballaft is to
be had there, without which they cannor fail ey
and return to their own Ports; this Difficul 5
fay, obliges M. de Langeron and the Sheriffs to
fend for the Regulators of the Fifhermen to thie
Town-Houfe, and order them to fee that fio Boat

goes out to fith, till it has firft carried a lading of
Ballaft to that Ifle of Rolenean.

The 3oth; the Chevalier Rofe unidertakes for
the Execution of this Order ; and he fucceeds fo
well in it, that all the Ballaft neceffary for all the

Vefiels which may come to that Ifland, is préfently
carried there. |

The Firft of December, the Hofpital 6f the Riye-
Newve, governed anddirected by the Chevalier Rofe,
being become ufelefs, the few Sick remaining in
it, are removed to that of /2 Charité, and the o-
ther is entirely fhut up: M. Boyer de Paradis, one
of the Phyficians who came from Paris by Order
of his Royal Highnefs, ferved in it with all the
Ardour and Zeal, that the Love of his native
Country could infpire.

From the fecond to the fifth, Afferiblies are
held, to fettle the Difpofitions and all the Mea-
fures neceffary for purifying and dif-inféedting 4ll

the
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the Houfes of the City in which the Contagion has
been: A tedious Work, which to be very minute-,
ly performed, muft be as laborious as it is nice
and important |

The 6th, the grand Infirmaries having been for
fome time purefied, M. Mickel, a Phyfician of the
Faculty of Marfeilles, who had been ‘fhut up in
them from the beginning of the Contagion, comes
out with the Surgeons he had with him; he ferved
with a Zeal, Firmnefs, and Succefs, which
make him admired by all.

The 7th, the Intendants of Health affemble at
the Town-Houfe. in the Prefence of M. de Lange-
ron and the Sheriffs, to deliberate about purifyinn
all the Veflels that are in the Port, whp had take
in their Cargoes before the Plague broke out; thefe
Intendants (thofe of them who had abfented being
* come back long fince) do their Duty fo well, that
tho’ they are obliged to ferve only by Turns, they
generally all act together hardly any one excufing
himfelf. -

_ The Directors of the Hofpital-general of la Cha-
#i#é, and thofe of the Hotél Dien, acquit them-
felves alfo of their Duty with the fame Ardour :
The latter even took upon them the Direction of
this Hofpital when it was turned into a Peft-
Houfe, tho’ the coming near fuch a Place gives
Difguit and makes one tremble: The Zeal among
them was fo extraordinary, that at the beginning
of the Contagion, when every Body was running
away, M. Bruno Grainier was feen to quit his own
Houfe, and take up his Lodgings in the
Llitel Diew, there to devote himfelf entirely to the
Service of the Poor, and endeavour to prevent
the Plague’s getting into it; accordingly it never
could get ing betore it had overthrown this pious
Argus, and deprived of Life this Example of the
moft fervent and active Charity.

' : Almoft
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Almoft all the Municipal Officers, and other
Principal Citizens have been come back alfo fope
time; moft of the Shops of Tradefinen and Apf-
tificers are opened; the People, who in thelr
Fright had loft all hope of Health, andall Meafure
of Prudence, are brought to themfelves, and put
into Heart again by the Prefence and good Or-
ders of M. de Langerom; and every one is at

refent aflifting each other by mutua) Offices, and
g}r an exaét and admirable Adminiftration of Go-
vernment; which cutting off all deftruétive Com-
munication, allows only what is falutary. As
this is but a brief Journal, drawn up in hafte in
fome Moments ftolen from Bufinefs, the Publick
may expect an ample Supplement to it, which fhall
take in feveral Things here omitted, and the Services
worthy of Notice and Acknowledgement, which fe-
veral Perfons have rendred to the City as well
- within it, as Abroad; and the Wonders performed

by the Surgeons, whom the Court was pleafed to
fend, and others, fhall not be forgotten.

The 8th, the Danger of Communication hin-
dring ftill the Opening of the Churches, the
Bithop orders Altars to be fer up in the Streets
and Mafs to be faid at them in Publick.

This Day M. de Langeron; the Marquis de Pilles
and the Sheriffs, publifh an Ordinance, direétin
the Commiffaries of the Quarters and Parifhes, a.lgl
they are to do generally, as well for hindring
whatever might contribute to the keeping of the
Contagion inthe Town, or increafing it by in-
troducing the Diftemper from Abroad, as for
concurring to the great Work flill remaining,
of difinfeéting all the Houfes,

The oth, upon Notice that feveral Taverns,
Victualing-Houfes, Coffee-Houfes, and other like
Houfes of Publick Refort are opened, where
People meeting in Crowds, & mortal - Commu-

: . - nicanon
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pication is to be feared; -an Ordinance is publifh™
«d, at my Inftance, fqr#nt_hzirgj]i;:ing all ﬂr;ut up
‘;%q, on 13:: Penalty of Imprifonment, and of
a Fine of thirty Liyres.

This prefent Day (the 1oth of December) the
Diftemper has fo abated throughout the City,
that no mew Patient has been carried into any
Hofpital: There is ground to hope, that the
‘Wrath -of God will be entirely appeafed; that
this miferable unfortunate City will be wholly de-

wvered from this cruel Vifitation, which has laid
it defolate; and that we fhall be fecured from all

K i

‘Returns of it, by the wile, exact, and judicious
Precautions which M. de Langeron takes, in Con-
cert with the Sheriffs, with fuch indefatigable
Zeal, fuch laborious Adffiduity, fuch prudent
Vigilance, and fuch ﬁ:_gu}_ir Application, that the
Prefervation of Marfeilles cannot but be looked
upon as his Work ; and its furviving Inhabitants
will beeyer Obéifcd to blefs his glorious Name, and
thofe of the _er,'rffs, who fecond him fo well,
and do fo jultly merit, by the Ardour with
_:‘!ﬁch they "have expofed their Lives, the Title

Fatners oF THEIR COUNTRY.

ﬂme at Marfeilles, in the Town-Houfe, the
1oth ¢f December, 1720.
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