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Countdc GABALI:S

Being a Dwertmﬂ'
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SvyrLPHS, SALAMANDERS, GNOMEsS,
and DEMons: Shewing their Various
Influence upon Human Bodies.

Dqﬂs from the P A RIS Edition,

To which is prefix'd,

Monfieur BAyYLE’s Account of thisW oRr Kk
AndoftheSecTof the RosicrucraNs.
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—wwnzi HIS Sedt is of German Ex-

N (&, trattion, and were originally
ftil’'d Rofe-Croix, or Roficru-
cians, call’d alfo the Inligh-

?:f:nfd Dmmortal, and Invifible.
This Name was given to a certain Fraterni-

ty, or Cabal, which appear'd in Germany
1n the Begmnmg of the XVIIth Age. Thofe
that are admitted thereunto, calied the Bre-
thren , or Reficrucians, fwear Fidelity,
promife Secrecy, write Enigmatically, or
in Characters, and oblige themfelves to ob-
ferve the Laws of that Society, which hath
for 1ts End the re-eftablithing of all Difci- |
plines and Sciences, and efpecially Phyfick,

which, according to their Notion, Is not
unduﬁuud and but ill praifed: They
boaft they 11.:1'\.6 excellent bccrets whereof

the




Some Account of the ROSICRUCIANS.

the Philofopher’s Stone is the leaft; and
they hold, that the ancient Philofophers of
Egypt, the Chaldeans, Magiof Perfia, and
Gymnofophifts of the Indies, have taught no-
thing but what they themfelves teach. They
affirm, That in 1378, a Gentleman of Ger-
many, whofe Name is not known, but by
thele two Letters 4. €. being put into a
Monaftery, had learned the Greeck and La-
tin Tongue ; and that fome Time after go-
ing into Palefline, he fell fick at Damafeus,
where having heard {peak of the Sages of
Arabia, he confulted them at Damus, where
they had an Univerfity, It's added, That
thele wife Arabians faluted him by his
Name, taught him their Secrets 3 and that
the German, after he had travelled a long
Time, return’d into his own Countrys
where aflociating with fome Companions,

- he mwade them Heirs of his Knowledge, and
- died 1n 1484.

‘Thefe Brothers had their Succeflors ’till
1604. when one of the Cabal found the
Tomb of the firft of them, with divers
Devices, Charaters, and Infcriptions there-
on; the principal of which contained thefe
four Letters in Gold, A. C. R. E. and a
Parchment-Book written in Golden Let-

ters, with the Encomium of that preten-
ded Founder.

A
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%4 A certain Perfon, having Occafion to
“ dig fomewhat deep ifi the Ground where
< this Philofopher lay interr’d, met with a
« finall Door, having a Wall on each Side
« of it. His Curiofity, and the Hopes of
¢ finding fome hidden Treafure, {oon
« prompted him to force open the Door.
« He was immediately furpriz’d by a fud-
« den Blaze of Light, and dlfcnver d a very
« fair Vault: At the upper End of it was
« a Statue of a Man in Armour, fitting by
¢ a Table, and leaning on his Left Arm.
« He held a Truncheon in his Right Hand,
« and had a Lamp burning before him.
« The Man had no fooner {et one Foot
«¢ within the Vault, than the Statue, ere-
«« &ing it felf from its leaning Pofture,
« ftood bolt upright 3 and upon the Fel-
¢ low’s advancing another Step, lifted up
«¢ the Truncheon in his Right Hand. The
¢ Man ftill ventur’d a third Step, when
¢« the Statue, with a furious Blow, broke
¢« the Lamp into a thoufand Pieces, and
¢ Jeft his Gueft in a fudden Darknefs. Up-
“ on the Report of this Adventure, the
« Country-People foon came with Lightsto
““ the Sepulchre, and difcover’d that the
““ Statue, which was made of Brafs, was
“ nothing more than a Piece of Clock-

work s

[ —
-

t See the Speétator, No. 379,




Some Account of the ROSICRUCIANS,

¢« work; that the Floor of the Vault was
« 311 loofe, and underlaid with feveral
< Springs, which, uémn any Man’s enter-
« ipg, naturally preduced that whigh hap-
< pened. ROSICRUCIUS, {ay his Difci-
¢ ples, made Ufe of this Method, to fhow
¢ the Wnrld, that he had re-invented the
« ever-burning Lamps of the Ancients,
¢ tho' he was refolv’d no one fhouid reap
<« any Advantage from the Difcovery,

Afterwards, that Society, whick in Rea-
lity, is but a Sed of Mountebanks, began to
multiply, but durft not appear publickly,
and for that Reafon was {ir-nam’d the fnvi-
fible.  The Inlightned, or Illuminati, of
Spain, proceeded from them ; both the one
and the other have been condemn’d for Fa-
naticks and Deceivers: We muft add, That
Folbn Bringeret-Printed, in 1615, a Book in
Germany, which comprehends two Treati-
{es, Entituled, The Manifefto and Confeffion
of Faith of the Fraternity of the Roficru-
cians in Germany : It was dedicated to Mo-
narchs, States, and the Learned. Thefe
Perfons boafted themfelves to be the Libra-
7y of Ptolemy Philadelpbus, the Academy of
Plato, the Lyceum, &c. and bragg’d of ex-
traordinary Qualifications, whereof the
leaft was, That they could {peak all Lan-
guages ; and after, in 1622, they gave this
Advertifement to the Curious: We, depu-

ted
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ted by our College, the Principal of the Bre-
thren of the ROSICRUSIANS, o make our
vifible and invifible Abode in this City, thro’
the Gracz of the Moft High, towards whom
are turned the Hearts of the Fuft : We teach
without Books or Notes, and [peak the Lan-
guages of the Countries wherever we are, to
draw Men, like our felves, from the Error
of Death. This Bill was Matter of Merri-
ment 5 in the mean Time, the Brethren of
the Roficrucians have difappear’d, tho’ it
be not the Sentiment of that German Chy-
mift, the Author of a Book, entituled,” De
Volucri Arbored 5 and of another, who hath
compos'd a Treatife ftil'd, De Philofophid
Purd, |

THE




(1-):.

kﬁ@ﬁ&%&ﬂ%ﬂ&%@&%@

. :&W’FWWWW’E%@’?WM

THE:
Countde GABALIS-

.OR"

DISCOURSES

UPON THE'

O ' NEEL =i

()CCULT SCIENCES

DS €:0:U RiS: Kl

=51 OD reft the Soul of poor Courit
o)l de GaraLLs, who, they juft
oW now write me W otd, 1sdead of an
N 152 Apoplexy. The V'rrnﬂﬁ will not

=i fail to fay,that that Sort of Death
is' particular to thofe who blab
abroad ‘the Secrets of the Sages: For (fince
Ravymonp LulLy,of happy Memory,has
orderd it fo in his Wﬂl} an Angel-Executor

was never wanting to writhe the Necks of tha]?
who




2 The Count de GABALIS ; or,
who indifcreetly reveal the Cabaliftick Myfte-

ries. oy 3%

But don’t let them condemn that learned
Man, before they are made acquainted with his
Conduét. Hedifcover'd every Thing to me, it
istrue; but not without all the ‘Cabaliftical
Circumipeftion. This muft be {aid in Honour
of his Memory, that he was a mighty Zealot for
the Religion of his Fathers the Philofophers,
and that he would fooner have been IIJ)urnt,
than profan’d the Sanctity of it, by opening
hhnfe{)f to any ungenerous Prince, to any Ambi-
tions, Or toany incontinent Man; three forts of
People, who have been in all Times excom-
municated by the Sages. As good Luck would
have it, I am no Prince, have but little Ambiti-
on, and it will appear by what follows, that I
have even more Chaftity than is requird in a
Sage. He found me docile, inquifitive, for-
ward ; I only want a {fmall Spice of Melancho-
ly to make all thofe (who would blame the
Countde G A B av1s for hiding nothing from
me) confefs, that I was 2 Subject very proper for
the Reception of the Occult Sciences. It is true,
without Melancholy, there is no making any
ireat Progrefs in them ; but the little Share I

ad of it, was Encouragement enough for Himi.
You have (faid he to me an hundred times)
Saturn m an Angle, in his Houfe, and retro-
%rade; you cannot fail of being one Day as me-
ancholy as a Sage ought to be; for the wifeft
of all Men had, like you, Fupiter in the Afcen-
dant ; and yet he is not found to have laugh’d
fo much as once in his whole Life; fo powerful
was the Impreflion of his Melancholy, tho’
1t was much weaker than yours. s
is




The Hiftory of Spir1TS. 3

"Tis therefore on my afcendant Star, and
not on the Count de GAB a L1s, that the Vir-
 tuofi ought to lay the Blame, if I love rather
to divulge their Secrets, than to practife them.
If the Stars don’t do their Duty, the Countis
not the Caufe of 1ty and if I have not a Soul
great enough to attempt the Maftery of Nature,
to overturn the Elements, to maintain {upream
Intelligences, tocommand the Damons, to be-
get Giants, to create new Worlds, to {peak to
God on his tremendous Throne, and to oblige
the Cherubim who guards the tene{_’crialParadiFe,
to let me takea Turn ortwo in thofe delicious
Walks; ’tis myfelf alone that is to be blam’'d
or pity’d; you muft not, for that, infult the Me-
mory of that rare Man, and {ay he came by his
Death for having inform’d me of thefe Things.
Is it impoflible, as the Fortune of Waris uncer-
tain; is it impoflible, I{ay, that he may have
been worfted in a Battle with fome rough-hewn
Elf¢ Peradventure, in {peaking to God on his
fiery Throne, he had not the Power to look him
in the Face; for ’tis written, none can fee bim
- and live. Peradventure, he is only dead in Ap-
pearance, according to the Cuftom of Philofc.
phers, who make as if they die in one Place,
and tran{plant themfelves to another. Howe-
ver it be, 1 don’t think the Manner in which he
entrufted me with his Treafures, deferves Chz-
ftifement. The Thing happen'd as follows.

Common Senfe having always given me a
{hrewd Sufpicion, that what are call'd the Oc-
cult Sciences were full of Emptinefs, I did
not think it worth while to thumb over the
Books that treat of them : But then again, nct
thinking it reafonable to condemn (without

B2 kuowi n



4 The Count de GABA LIS or,

knowing why) allthofe who apply themfelves
that Way, »who often are fuch as want for no
Difcretion in other Refpeéts but are moft of them:
Learned Perfons, - 'and make a Figure in the
long Robe and the Sword, - I bethought myfelf,
(to avoid being unjuft, and not to fatigue my
{elf with an irkfome Reading) I bethought
myfelf, I fay, of this Stratagem; I made as
if I was a huge Admirer of thofe Sciences, in’
Company of thole whom I could find out to be
touch’d with them. I prefently met with more
Succefs: than 1 ev’n wifh’d. As thefe Sort of
Gentlemen (however myfterious and referv'd
they would be thought to be) defire nothing {o.
much as ' to difplay their Imaginations and the
new Difcoveries they pretend to have made in
Nature, I became in a few Days the Confidant
of the moft confiderable among ’em; I never
was without fomeof 'em in my Clofet, which
I had purpofely garnifh'd with their moft fan-
taftick Authors. A learned Foreigner no fooner
appear d, but I had Advice of it: In fhort, ex-
cept as to the fcientifical Part, Ifound myfelf ye-
ry foon a great Man. 1 had for Companions,
Princes, great Lords, Gentlemen of the long
Robe, handfome Ladies, and ugly ones too;
Dottors, Prelates, Monks, Nunss 1n a Word,
People of every Sort and Kind:  Some had a
Fling at Angels, others at the Devil; {ome at,
their Genius, other Incubnfles; fome at the
Cure of all manner of Diftempers, others
at the Stars; fome at the Secrets of the Divi-
nity, and almoft all at the Philofophers Stone,
They all agreed, that thefe important Se-
crets, efpecially the Philofophers Stene, are of
a very diffionlt Accefs, and that few p:}}lﬁéﬁ
themy




- The Hiftory of Se1r1Ts. 5
them; ‘but they had all of 'em a good Opinion
enough of themielves,to believe they were of the
Numiber of the Eleét. The chief of them happen'd
at that Time to be in mighty Expeétation of the
Arrival of a certaimn German, a great Lord, and
as great a Cabalift; whole Eftate borders upon
Polard. He had promis'd, by Letter to the Sons
of the Philofophers, who are at Paris, to come and
vifit them, and to pafs thro' France in his Way
to Emgland. 1 was commiflion’d to return an
Anfwer to this Great Man’s Letter: I fent him
the Figure of my Nativity, that he might judge
whether I might afpire to the fupreme Wifdom.
My Figureand my Letter were {0 fortunate as
to get the Honour of an Anfwer from him; to
wit, /That I fhould be one of the firflt he would
wait-upon at Parés; and that if Heaven did not
oppofe it, it thould be none of his Fault that I
ditfénnt enter into the Society of the Sages.

. To cultivate my good Fortune, I carry’d on
with  the Illuftrious German, a regular Corre-
{pondence: I from Time to Time proposd to
him important Doubts, as well digefted as I
could; concerning the Harmony of the World,
 the Numbers of Pythagoras, the Vifions of St.
Fobn, and the firft Chapter of Genefis. He was
ravifh’d with the Greatnefs of the Subjeits: He
wrote me Wonders unheard of; and I{aw plain-
ly I had to dowith a Man of a moft vigorous
and moft fpacious Imagination. I have, of his,
three or four Score Letters of fo extraordinary
a Style, that I could not for the Blood of me
read any thing elfe, whenever I was alone in
my Clofet. 9
I was once taken up in admiring one of the
moft fublime of thefe Letters, when there came
¢ 11



6 The Count de GABAL1S ; or,

in 2 Perfon of a very good Mien, who grave-
1y {zluting me, {poke to me in the Fremch
Tongue, but in an outlandifh Accent: Adore,
my Son, adore the thrice-good and thrice-great God
of the Sages, and be not guﬁ’d upwith Pride, becaufe
be Jends you one of the Children of Wifdom, to affo-
ciate you into their Society, and to make you Parta-
ker of the Wonders of bis Almightinefs.

The Novelty of the Salutation furprizd me,
and I began then, for the firft Time, to believe
there might be fich Things as Apparitions: How-
ever, recovering mylelf as well as I could,
and looking upon him in the civileft manner the
finall Fright I was in would permit: Who ever
you are, (faid I to him) whole Greeting is not
of this World, you do me fignal Honour in this
Vifit; but, if you pleafe, before I adore the
God of the Sages, let me know what Sages, and
what God you mean, and therefore pray make
Ut of that Arm’d-Chair, and take the Pains to
tell me who is that God, thofe Sages, that So-
ciety, and what thofe Wonders of Almightinefs?
and, after or before all this, let me know
what Species of the Creation I have now the
Honour to be {peaking to.

You receive me very fagely, Sir, (reply’'d
he {iniling, and feating himfelf in the Chair;)
you begin with defiring me to unfold Things
which I fhall defer ’till to Morrow, if you pleafe.
The Compliment I made you, are the Words
which the Sages make Ufe of when they accoft
thofe to whom they have refolvd to open
their Hearts, and difcover their Myfteries. I was
of Opinion, that confidering how learned you
appeard to be in your Letters, fuch a Salutati-
on would not be a Riddle to you; and that it

was
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was the moft agrecable Compliment that could
be made you by the Countde GABALIs.
Ah! Sir, ary’d I, (remembering I had a great
Part to act) how fhall I render myfelf worthy
of this Favour? Isit poflible that the greateit
of all Men fhould be in my Clofet, and that the
mighty G A8 aL1s honours me with a Vifit?
I am the leaft of the Sages, (reply’d he with
a {erious Air) and God, who deals out the Illu-
minations of his Wiflom with Weight and
Meafure, as it {feems good to his Supremacy,
has imparted to me but a very {mall Share there-
of, in Compari{on to what I (with Aftonithment)
admire in my Companions. I expect to {ee you
one Day equal them, if I dare make a Judg-
ment from the Figureof your Nativity youdid
me the Honour to {fend me.  But, Sir, (added
he with a Smile) give me Leave to complain
of you for taking me for an Apparition.
_Oh! Sir, not for an Apparition (faid T), but
happening juft then to call to Mind what Car-
danus tells of his Father being vifited one Day
in his Study by Seven unknownThings drefs'd in
divers Colours, who entertain’d him with odd
Difcourfes about their Nature, Employment —
I underftand you, (interrupted the Count)
they were Sylphs, whom I fhall give youan Ac-
count of hereafter. They are a Sort of aerial
Subftances,who fometimes come and confult the
Sages about fome Things in the Books of Aver-
roes, which they don't over well underftand.
* Carpanus was a Blockhead for publithing the
Thing in his Subtilties ; he had found thofe Me-
moirs among the Papers of his Father, who was

oile

j— e

® Cardanus writ 2 Treacife de Subrilitate,

[ ¥,



3 The Cownt de GRBAL I8} or;

one of us; and who, feeing that hisSon was natu-
rally a Blab, would not communicate to him
any Thing of Moment, but left him to-amufe

himfelf with vulgar Aftrology; and even' of

that he was {o little a Mafter, ‘ that he could
not forefee his own Son fhould be hang’d. That
Rafcal occafion'd your doing me the Injury of
taking me fora Sylph. Injury ! (reply’d I) Lord,
Sir, that I fhould be {o unhappy as———= There’s
no Hurt done (interrupts he): You are not ob-
lig’d to know that all thofe Elementary Spirits
are our Difciples; that they are overjoy’d when
we are pleasd to condefcend to inftruct thems
and that the leaft of our Sages i1s more knowing
and more powerful than any of thofe petty
Gentlemen. But we'll talk of this another Time;
’tis enough this Day, that I have had the Satis-
faction of feeing you. Endeavour, my Son, to
render yourfelf a worthy Receptacle for the
Cabalaftick Lights; the Hour of your Regenera-
tion is come ; twill be your Fault if you are
not a new Creature. Ardently {fupplicate him
who alone has the Power of creating new Hearts,
to give you one capable of the great Things ¥
have to teach you, and to infpire me not toleave
anyThing of our Myfteries undifcover'd to you.
Here he rofe, and embracing me, without gi-
ving me Time to make any Anfwer, Adien, my
Son, (continw'd he) T muft go vifit my Com-
panions who are at Paris; after which you fhall
hear from me. Mean while, watch, pray, hope,
and [ay nothing. : '
Upon this, he went out of my Clofet. ' As I
re-conducted him, I complain'd of the Shortnefs
of‘his Vifit, and his Cruelty in leaving me fo

foon, after he had given me"a Glimpfe of his
' & ke Efful-






































































































































































































































































