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—wwnzi HIS Sedt is of German Ex-

N (&, trattion, and were originally
ftil’'d Rofe-Croix, or Roficru-
cians, call’d alfo the Inligh-

?:f:nfd Dmmortal, and Invifible.
This Name was given to a certain Fraterni-

ty, or Cabal, which appear'd in Germany
1n the Begmnmg of the XVIIth Age. Thofe
that are admitted thereunto, calied the Bre-
thren , or Reficrucians, fwear Fidelity,
promife Secrecy, write Enigmatically, or
in Characters, and oblige themfelves to ob-
ferve the Laws of that Society, which hath
for 1ts End the re-eftablithing of all Difci- |
plines and Sciences, and efpecially Phyfick,

which, according to their Notion, Is not
unduﬁuud and but ill praifed: They
boaft they 11.:1'\.6 excellent bccrets whereof

the




Some Account of the ROSICRUCIANS.

the Philofopher’s Stone is the leaft; and
they hold, that the ancient Philofophers of
Egypt, the Chaldeans, Magiof Perfia, and
Gymnofophifts of the Indies, have taught no-
thing but what they themfelves teach. They
affirm, That in 1378, a Gentleman of Ger-
many, whofe Name is not known, but by
thele two Letters 4. €. being put into a
Monaftery, had learned the Greeck and La-
tin Tongue ; and that fome Time after go-
ing into Palefline, he fell fick at Damafeus,
where having heard {peak of the Sages of
Arabia, he confulted them at Damus, where
they had an Univerfity, It's added, That
thele wife Arabians faluted him by his
Name, taught him their Secrets 3 and that
the German, after he had travelled a long
Time, return’d into his own Countrys
where aflociating with fome Companions,

- he mwade them Heirs of his Knowledge, and
- died 1n 1484.

‘Thefe Brothers had their Succeflors ’till
1604. when one of the Cabal found the
Tomb of the firft of them, with divers
Devices, Charaters, and Infcriptions there-
on; the principal of which contained thefe
four Letters in Gold, A. C. R. E. and a
Parchment-Book written in Golden Let-

ters, with the Encomium of that preten-
ded Founder.

A
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%4 A certain Perfon, having Occafion to
“ dig fomewhat deep ifi the Ground where
< this Philofopher lay interr’d, met with a
« finall Door, having a Wall on each Side
« of it. His Curiofity, and the Hopes of
¢ finding fome hidden Treafure, {oon
« prompted him to force open the Door.
« He was immediately furpriz’d by a fud-
« den Blaze of Light, and dlfcnver d a very
« fair Vault: At the upper End of it was
« a Statue of a Man in Armour, fitting by
¢ a Table, and leaning on his Left Arm.
« He held a Truncheon in his Right Hand,
« and had a Lamp burning before him.
« The Man had no fooner {et one Foot
«¢ within the Vault, than the Statue, ere-
«« &ing it felf from its leaning Pofture,
« ftood bolt upright 3 and upon the Fel-
¢ low’s advancing another Step, lifted up
«¢ the Truncheon in his Right Hand. The
¢ Man ftill ventur’d a third Step, when
¢« the Statue, with a furious Blow, broke
¢« the Lamp into a thoufand Pieces, and
¢ Jeft his Gueft in a fudden Darknefs. Up-
“ on the Report of this Adventure, the
« Country-People foon came with Lightsto
““ the Sepulchre, and difcover’d that the
““ Statue, which was made of Brafs, was
“ nothing more than a Piece of Clock-

work s

[ —
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t See the Speétator, No. 379,




Some Account of the ROSICRUCIANS,

¢« work; that the Floor of the Vault was
« 311 loofe, and underlaid with feveral
< Springs, which, uémn any Man’s enter-
« ipg, naturally preduced that whigh hap-
< pened. ROSICRUCIUS, {ay his Difci-
¢ ples, made Ufe of this Method, to fhow
¢ the Wnrld, that he had re-invented the
« ever-burning Lamps of the Ancients,
¢ tho' he was refolv’d no one fhouid reap
<« any Advantage from the Difcovery,

Afterwards, that Society, whick in Rea-
lity, is but a Sed of Mountebanks, began to
multiply, but durft not appear publickly,
and for that Reafon was {ir-nam’d the fnvi-
fible.  The Inlightned, or Illuminati, of
Spain, proceeded from them ; both the one
and the other have been condemn’d for Fa-
naticks and Deceivers: We muft add, That
Folbn Bringeret-Printed, in 1615, a Book in
Germany, which comprehends two Treati-
{es, Entituled, The Manifefto and Confeffion
of Faith of the Fraternity of the Roficru-
cians in Germany : It was dedicated to Mo-
narchs, States, and the Learned. Thefe
Perfons boafted themfelves to be the Libra-
7y of Ptolemy Philadelpbus, the Academy of
Plato, the Lyceum, &c. and bragg’d of ex-
traordinary Qualifications, whereof the
leaft was, That they could {peak all Lan-
guages ; and after, in 1622, they gave this
Advertifement to the Curious: We, depu-

ted
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ted by our College, the Principal of the Bre-
thren of the ROSICRUSIANS, o make our
vifible and invifible Abode in this City, thro’
the Gracz of the Moft High, towards whom
are turned the Hearts of the Fuft : We teach
without Books or Notes, and [peak the Lan-
guages of the Countries wherever we are, to
draw Men, like our felves, from the Error
of Death. This Bill was Matter of Merri-
ment 5 in the mean Time, the Brethren of
the Roficrucians have difappear’d, tho’ it
be not the Sentiment of that German Chy-
mift, the Author of a Book, entituled,” De
Volucri Arbored 5 and of another, who hath
compos'd a Treatife ftil'd, De Philofophid
Purd, |

THE
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=51 OD reft the Soul of poor Courit
o)l de GaraLLs, who, they juft
oW now write me W otd, 1sdead of an
N 152 Apoplexy. The V'rrnﬂﬁ will not

=i fail to fay,that that Sort of Death
is' particular to thofe who blab
abroad ‘the Secrets of the Sages: For (fince
Ravymonp LulLy,of happy Memory,has
orderd it fo in his Wﬂl} an Angel-Executor

was never wanting to writhe the Necks of tha]?
who




2 The Count de GABALIS ; or,
who indifcreetly reveal the Cabaliftick Myfte-

ries. oy 3%

But don’t let them condemn that learned
Man, before they are made acquainted with his
Conduét. Hedifcover'd every Thing to me, it
istrue; but not without all the ‘Cabaliftical
Circumipeftion. This muft be {aid in Honour
of his Memory, that he was a mighty Zealot for
the Religion of his Fathers the Philofophers,
and that he would fooner have been IIJ)urnt,
than profan’d the Sanctity of it, by opening
hhnfe{)f to any ungenerous Prince, to any Ambi-
tions, Or toany incontinent Man; three forts of
People, who have been in all Times excom-
municated by the Sages. As good Luck would
have it, I am no Prince, have but little Ambiti-
on, and it will appear by what follows, that I
have even more Chaftity than is requird in a
Sage. He found me docile, inquifitive, for-
ward ; I only want a {fmall Spice of Melancho-
ly to make all thofe (who would blame the
Countde G A B av1s for hiding nothing from
me) confefs, that I was 2 Subject very proper for
the Reception of the Occult Sciences. It is true,
without Melancholy, there is no making any
ireat Progrefs in them ; but the little Share I

ad of it, was Encouragement enough for Himi.
You have (faid he to me an hundred times)
Saturn m an Angle, in his Houfe, and retro-
%rade; you cannot fail of being one Day as me-
ancholy as a Sage ought to be; for the wifeft
of all Men had, like you, Fupiter in the Afcen-
dant ; and yet he is not found to have laugh’d
fo much as once in his whole Life; fo powerful
was the Impreflion of his Melancholy, tho’
1t was much weaker than yours. s
is
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"Tis therefore on my afcendant Star, and
not on the Count de GAB a L1s, that the Vir-
 tuofi ought to lay the Blame, if I love rather
to divulge their Secrets, than to practife them.
If the Stars don’t do their Duty, the Countis
not the Caufe of 1ty and if I have not a Soul
great enough to attempt the Maftery of Nature,
to overturn the Elements, to maintain {upream
Intelligences, tocommand the Damons, to be-
get Giants, to create new Worlds, to {peak to
God on his tremendous Throne, and to oblige
the Cherubim who guards the tene{_’crialParadiFe,
to let me takea Turn ortwo in thofe delicious
Walks; ’tis myfelf alone that is to be blam’'d
or pity’d; you muft not, for that, infult the Me-
mory of that rare Man, and {ay he came by his
Death for having inform’d me of thefe Things.
Is it impoflible, as the Fortune of Waris uncer-
tain; is it impoflible, I{ay, that he may have
been worfted in a Battle with fome rough-hewn
Elf¢ Peradventure, in {peaking to God on his
fiery Throne, he had not the Power to look him
in the Face; for ’tis written, none can fee bim
- and live. Peradventure, he is only dead in Ap-
pearance, according to the Cuftom of Philofc.
phers, who make as if they die in one Place,
and tran{plant themfelves to another. Howe-
ver it be, 1 don’t think the Manner in which he
entrufted me with his Treafures, deferves Chz-
ftifement. The Thing happen'd as follows.

Common Senfe having always given me a
{hrewd Sufpicion, that what are call'd the Oc-
cult Sciences were full of Emptinefs, I did
not think it worth while to thumb over the
Books that treat of them : But then again, nct
thinking it reafonable to condemn (without

B2 kuowi n



4 The Count de GABA LIS or,

knowing why) allthofe who apply themfelves
that Way, »who often are fuch as want for no
Difcretion in other Refpeéts but are moft of them:
Learned Perfons, - 'and make a Figure in the
long Robe and the Sword, - I bethought myfelf,
(to avoid being unjuft, and not to fatigue my
{elf with an irkfome Reading) I bethought
myfelf, I fay, of this Stratagem; I made as
if I was a huge Admirer of thofe Sciences, in’
Company of thole whom I could find out to be
touch’d with them. I prefently met with more
Succefs: than 1 ev’n wifh’d. As thefe Sort of
Gentlemen (however myfterious and referv'd
they would be thought to be) defire nothing {o.
much as ' to difplay their Imaginations and the
new Difcoveries they pretend to have made in
Nature, I became in a few Days the Confidant
of the moft confiderable among ’em; I never
was without fomeof 'em in my Clofet, which
I had purpofely garnifh'd with their moft fan-
taftick Authors. A learned Foreigner no fooner
appear d, but I had Advice of it: In fhort, ex-
cept as to the fcientifical Part, Ifound myfelf ye-
ry foon a great Man. 1 had for Companions,
Princes, great Lords, Gentlemen of the long
Robe, handfome Ladies, and ugly ones too;
Dottors, Prelates, Monks, Nunss 1n a Word,
People of every Sort and Kind:  Some had a
Fling at Angels, others at the Devil; {ome at,
their Genius, other Incubnfles; fome at the
Cure of all manner of Diftempers, others
at the Stars; fome at the Secrets of the Divi-
nity, and almoft all at the Philofophers Stone,
They all agreed, that thefe important Se-
crets, efpecially the Philofophers Stene, are of
a very diffionlt Accefs, and that few p:}}lﬁéﬁ
themy




- The Hiftory of Se1r1Ts. 5
them; ‘but they had all of 'em a good Opinion
enough of themielves,to believe they were of the
Numiber of the Eleét. The chief of them happen'd
at that Time to be in mighty Expeétation of the
Arrival of a certaimn German, a great Lord, and
as great a Cabalift; whole Eftate borders upon
Polard. He had promis'd, by Letter to the Sons
of the Philofophers, who are at Paris, to come and
vifit them, and to pafs thro' France in his Way
to Emgland. 1 was commiflion’d to return an
Anfwer to this Great Man’s Letter: I fent him
the Figure of my Nativity, that he might judge
whether I might afpire to the fupreme Wifdom.
My Figureand my Letter were {0 fortunate as
to get the Honour of an Anfwer from him; to
wit, /That I fhould be one of the firflt he would
wait-upon at Parés; and that if Heaven did not
oppofe it, it thould be none of his Fault that I
ditfénnt enter into the Society of the Sages.

. To cultivate my good Fortune, I carry’d on
with  the Illuftrious German, a regular Corre-
{pondence: I from Time to Time proposd to
him important Doubts, as well digefted as I
could; concerning the Harmony of the World,
 the Numbers of Pythagoras, the Vifions of St.
Fobn, and the firft Chapter of Genefis. He was
ravifh’d with the Greatnefs of the Subjeits: He
wrote me Wonders unheard of; and I{aw plain-
ly I had to dowith a Man of a moft vigorous
and moft fpacious Imagination. I have, of his,
three or four Score Letters of fo extraordinary
a Style, that I could not for the Blood of me
read any thing elfe, whenever I was alone in
my Clofet. 9
I was once taken up in admiring one of the
moft fublime of thefe Letters, when there came
¢ 11
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in 2 Perfon of a very good Mien, who grave-
1y {zluting me, {poke to me in the Fremch
Tongue, but in an outlandifh Accent: Adore,
my Son, adore the thrice-good and thrice-great God
of the Sages, and be not guﬁ’d upwith Pride, becaufe
be Jends you one of the Children of Wifdom, to affo-
ciate you into their Society, and to make you Parta-
ker of the Wonders of bis Almightinefs.

The Novelty of the Salutation furprizd me,
and I began then, for the firft Time, to believe
there might be fich Things as Apparitions: How-
ever, recovering mylelf as well as I could,
and looking upon him in the civileft manner the
finall Fright I was in would permit: Who ever
you are, (faid I to him) whole Greeting is not
of this World, you do me fignal Honour in this
Vifit; but, if you pleafe, before I adore the
God of the Sages, let me know what Sages, and
what God you mean, and therefore pray make
Ut of that Arm’d-Chair, and take the Pains to
tell me who is that God, thofe Sages, that So-
ciety, and what thofe Wonders of Almightinefs?
and, after or before all this, let me know
what Species of the Creation I have now the
Honour to be {peaking to.

You receive me very fagely, Sir, (reply’'d
he {iniling, and feating himfelf in the Chair;)
you begin with defiring me to unfold Things
which I fhall defer ’till to Morrow, if you pleafe.
The Compliment I made you, are the Words
which the Sages make Ufe of when they accoft
thofe to whom they have refolvd to open
their Hearts, and difcover their Myfteries. I was
of Opinion, that confidering how learned you
appeard to be in your Letters, fuch a Salutati-
on would not be a Riddle to you; and that it

was
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was the moft agrecable Compliment that could
be made you by the Countde GABALIs.
Ah! Sir, ary’d I, (remembering I had a great
Part to act) how fhall I render myfelf worthy
of this Favour? Isit poflible that the greateit
of all Men fhould be in my Clofet, and that the
mighty G A8 aL1s honours me with a Vifit?
I am the leaft of the Sages, (reply’d he with
a {erious Air) and God, who deals out the Illu-
minations of his Wiflom with Weight and
Meafure, as it {feems good to his Supremacy,
has imparted to me but a very {mall Share there-
of, in Compari{on to what I (with Aftonithment)
admire in my Companions. I expect to {ee you
one Day equal them, if I dare make a Judg-
ment from the Figureof your Nativity youdid
me the Honour to {fend me.  But, Sir, (added
he with a Smile) give me Leave to complain
of you for taking me for an Apparition.
_Oh! Sir, not for an Apparition (faid T), but
happening juft then to call to Mind what Car-
danus tells of his Father being vifited one Day
in his Study by Seven unknownThings drefs'd in
divers Colours, who entertain’d him with odd
Difcourfes about their Nature, Employment —
I underftand you, (interrupted the Count)
they were Sylphs, whom I fhall give youan Ac-
count of hereafter. They are a Sort of aerial
Subftances,who fometimes come and confult the
Sages about fome Things in the Books of Aver-
roes, which they don't over well underftand.
* Carpanus was a Blockhead for publithing the
Thing in his Subtilties ; he had found thofe Me-
moirs among the Papers of his Father, who was

oile

j— e

® Cardanus writ 2 Treacife de Subrilitate,

[ ¥,



3 The Cownt de GRBAL I8} or;

one of us; and who, feeing that hisSon was natu-
rally a Blab, would not communicate to him
any Thing of Moment, but left him to-amufe

himfelf with vulgar Aftrology; and even' of

that he was {o little a Mafter, ‘ that he could
not forefee his own Son fhould be hang’d. That
Rafcal occafion'd your doing me the Injury of
taking me fora Sylph. Injury ! (reply’d I) Lord,
Sir, that I fhould be {o unhappy as———= There’s
no Hurt done (interrupts he): You are not ob-
lig’d to know that all thofe Elementary Spirits
are our Difciples; that they are overjoy’d when
we are pleasd to condefcend to inftruct thems
and that the leaft of our Sages i1s more knowing
and more powerful than any of thofe petty
Gentlemen. But we'll talk of this another Time;
’tis enough this Day, that I have had the Satis-
faction of feeing you. Endeavour, my Son, to
render yourfelf a worthy Receptacle for the
Cabalaftick Lights; the Hour of your Regenera-
tion is come ; twill be your Fault if you are
not a new Creature. Ardently {fupplicate him
who alone has the Power of creating new Hearts,
to give you one capable of the great Things ¥
have to teach you, and to infpire me not toleave
anyThing of our Myfteries undifcover'd to you.
Here he rofe, and embracing me, without gi-
ving me Time to make any Anfwer, Adien, my
Son, (continw'd he) T muft go vifit my Com-
panions who are at Paris; after which you fhall
hear from me. Mean while, watch, pray, hope,
and [ay nothing. : '
Upon this, he went out of my Clofet. ' As I
re-conducted him, I complain'd of the Shortnefs
of‘his Vifit, and his Cruelty in leaving me fo

foon, after he had given me"a Glimpfe of his
' & ke Efful-




The Hiflory of Seirits: &
Effulgencies. But after he had, with a very
good Grace, affur'd meI fhould lofe nothing
by waiting, he threw himfelf into his Coach,
and left me under an inexpreflible Surprize.

I could not tell how to believe my own Eyed
nor Ears. "Tis certain, (faid I) that this Man
is of great Quality, has an Eftate of Fifty
Thoufand Livres per Annum, and feems to be =
Perfon of very great Accomplifhments. | Is it
poflible for him to bé befotted with fuch Follies?
He {poke to me of thofe Sylphsin a very Gentle-
man-like manner. Perhaps he’s 2 Wizard, and
- 1 have all along be¢a under a Miftake to think
there was no {uch thing? But then i he’s 2
Wizard, are Wizards fo devoutly given as this
Man {eemsto be? | i e _

In fhort, 1 cotild make neither Head nor Tai}
on’t: I refolv’d however to fee where twould
end; tho I wds aware I had fome Sermons to
rub through, and that the Desmor which actua-
ted him, was a mighty Moralizihg, Préaching
Damon. | ' |

!
R
e
if{é



10 The Coupt de G a BALIS; or,

‘DISCOURSE IL

aol HE Count was pleasd to allow
kM me the whole Night, to be {pent

>¥ 1| in Prayer; and the next Mor-
Ml ning, by Break of Day, hegave
el me to underftand, by a Billet,

P Tvee that he would wait on me about

Eight of the Clock; and that, if I approv’d of
at, we would go take a Tum together A-
broad. I waited for him: He came; and, Com-
pliments pafs'd, Lets go (fays he) to fome
Place where we may be free , and our Con-
ver{ation uninterrupted. 1told him, I thought
Ruel an agreable Place, and folitary enough.
Come along then, cry’d he. We went into his
Coach; and all'the Way I made Obfervations
upon my, new Mafter. I never, in my Life,
met withcany Perfon who had fo great a Self-
Satistattion, ds he feem’d to have, in all he
faid and did. His Mind was more ferene and
free, T thought, than ’twas poffible for thatof
a Wizard to be. His Air had nothing in it of
2 Man whofe Confcience was not perfeétly
€lear; and I had a marvellous Impatience to
heay him begin; not being able to conceive a
| Perfon,
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Perfon, who feem'd to be 16 judicious and ac-
complifh’d in every Thing elfe, fhould have
{poil'd his Brain with fuch Crotchets as T per-
ceiv'd in him the Day before. He difcours'd
divinely of Politicks, and was overjoy’d to find
that T had read Plato upon that Subject. Yom
will one Day, (faid he to me) have more Oc-
cafion for thofe Notices than you now think
for: And if we concur in Sentiments to Day,
’tis not impofiible but, in Time, you may put
in Practife thofe fage Maxims. We were now
entering Ruezl; we went to the Garden: The
Count fupercilioufly neglected the Beauties of
it, and made directly to the Labyrinth.

Being now asretirdas he could wifh ; Blefled,

~ (cries he, lifting up his Hands and Eyes to Hea-
ven) Blefled be the eternal Wifdom, for in{pi-
ring me to reveal to you his ineffable Truths?
How happy will you be, my Son, if Heisplea-
fed to put into your Soul the Difpofitions which
thofe high Myfteries require! You are going
to learn how to command over Nature’s Self:
You'll have God alone to your Teacher, and
the Sages alone to your Equals: The fupreme
Intelligences will be proud to obey you; the
Damons will not dare to be prefent where you
are; your Voice will makethem tremble in the
Well-Hole of the bottomlefs Pit; and all the
invifible Nations, who inhabit the four Fle-
ments, will efteem themfelves happy in being
the Minifters of your Pleafure. 1 adore Thee,
"Thou great God! that thou haft crown'd Man-
kind with fo much Glory, and eftablifh’d him
the Sovereign Monarch over all the Works of
thine Hand! Do youfeel, my Son, (added he,
turning to me) do you feel in yourfelf that He-
C2 roick
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¥aick Ampition, which is the aflured Charactes
of the Childten of Wifdom? Have yoy the
Courage to defire to ferve God alone, and to
rule over whatever 1s not God? Are youap-
prizd what it 1s to be 2 Man? And does 1t not
o againft you to be 2 Slave, fince you were
orn to be a Sovereign? And if you have
thefe noble Thoughts, . as the Figure of your
Nativity permits me not to doubt that you
have, confider matyrely, whether you fhall
have the Conrage and the Strength to renounce
all thofe Things that may obftruct your arri:
ving to that elevated State for which you were
born?> Here he ftopp'd, and look'd wiftfully
upon me, as if he expected my Anfwer, or was
irying to read it in jny Heart. . = ol
- As much as the Beginning of his Speech had
made me hope that we fhould {foon come tg
ithe Point, {o much did thefe laft Words make
me defpair of it. The Word renounce ftartled
jney  angd I concluded he was going to propofe
to me the repouncing Baptifin or Paradife. So,
not knowing how to get over this ticklifh Step;
Renounce! (faid I to him) Is there any Thing
10 be renounc’d? Indeed there 1s,. (veplies he)
and {p neceflarily to be repoungd, that you
mult begin withit. I can't tell | whether you
can prevail with yourfelf {o far: But fure I am;
that Wifdom dwells not in 3 Body fubjet to
Sin, as it enters pot into a Soul taken up by Er-
ror or Malice. The Sages will never admit
ﬁ:}:ﬁ into:their Society, if you do not. this Mo-
ment renounce @ - Thing which cannot: ftand
with Sagenets, . Toumuft, (added he, whifpering
sne my Ear) you muft venounce gll carnal Commerce

]
-

with Women, - . ;
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1 broke into a loud Laugh at this odd Pros,
polal. You have acquitted ‘me very cheaply,
Sir, ary'd I T thought you were going to pro-
pole fome prodigious Renunciation; but {ince
‘tis only Women you allude to, ’tis done and
all over long ago. I am chafte enough, God
wot. However, Sir, {ince Solomon was a wifer
Man than perhaps I fhall ever be; and fince
all his Wifdom could not hinder him from {li-
~ ding, pray tell me what Expedient you Gen-
tlemen have to live withont that Sex? and
what Inconvenience there would be, if, 1 the
Paradife of Philofaphers, every Adam had his
Euve ¢ ‘ -

You afk me'mighty Things, (reply’d he, con-
fulting with himielf whether or no he fhould
an{fwer my Queftion.) However, fince I fee
~you will wean your {elf from Women without
Difficulty, I will impart to you one of the Rea-
{fons which haye’ obligld the ‘Sages to exack
that Condition from their Difcipless and you
will thereby perceive in what Ignorance all
thofe live, whoare not of our Numbexy,

When you are enroll’d among the Sons of the
Philofophers, and your Eyes firengthen'd by
the Application of the thrice-facred Collyrium,
you will inftantly difcover, that the Elements
are tenanted by meft perfect Creatures; with
whom, thro’the Sin of unhappy 4dam, hismoft
unhappy Poiterity have no Commerce nor -Ac-
quaintance. That immenfe Space, which is be-
tween Farth and Heaven, hasfar nobler Inha-
bitants, than Birds and Fliesy thofe vaft Seas
have quite other Inmates, than Dolphins and
. “Whales ; the Bowels of the Earth, 1s not for
Moles alone; and the Element of Fire, 1_11@{&

| noble
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noble than the other three, was not defign’d
to remain ufelels and empty. i

The Air is full of countlefs Multitudes of
Nations of -2 human Figure, fomewhat haugh-
¢ty in Appearance, but traftable in Reality:
Great Lovers of the Sciences, fubtil, officious
about the Sages, and Enemies to Sots and
Blockheads. Their Wives and Daughters are
mafculine Beauties, fuch as the Amazons are de-
ferib’d to be. How, Sir! (cry'd I) are thofe
Elves marry’d, {ay you? 8" -

Don’t make a Noife about nothing, reply’d
he. Depend upon’t, all I fpeak to you, 1s fo-
1id and true. Thefe are but the Elements of
the ancient Cabala; and *twill be your Fault,
and no Body’s elfe, if you don’t experience it
with your own Eyes. Mean while receive with
an humble Mind the Light {ent you from God
by me. Unlearn all that you learn’d upon this
Head in the Schools of the Ignorant, or you’'ll
have the Mortification (when you're convinc'd
by Experience) of being oblig'd to own, that
you was abfolutely in the Wrong.

Liften then to the End, and know, that the
Seas and Rivers are inhabited, as well as the
Air 5 the Sages have call’d this Kind Undines,
or Nymphs. There are few Males, but Fe-
males in great abundance 5 their Beauty 1s ex-
quifite, and incomparably beyond that of the
Danghters of Men.

The Earth, almoft to the Center, is fill'd
with Guomes; a People of a {inall Size, Guar-
dians of Treafures, Minerals, and precious Stones.
Thefe are Ingenious, Friends to Man, and eafy
to be govern'd. They fupply the Sons of the |

Sages with what Money they have Occai}gn J
r}
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for, and defire nothing for their Pains but the
Glory of ferving them. The Gnomids ( their
Wives) are low of Stature, but very agreeable,
and their Drefs very curious. = &L

~ As for the Salamanders, the inflam’d Guefts

of the Region of Fire, they ferve the Philofo-
phers : But: they are not importunately fond ‘of
their Company ; and their Daughters and Wives
very rarely thew themfclves. They do well
(interrupted I, for X had rather have their Room
than their Company. Why{o! (faid the Count)
Why fo! (reply’'d I) Who wonld care to con=
verfe with fo hideous a Bealt as'a Salamandery
Male or Female? You miftake, (zreply’d he)
that's the Idea which ignorant Painters and
Sculptors have of them ; the Salamanders Wives
are beautiful, nay; more beautiful than any of
the others, asthey are of a more pure Element.
I give youbut a hafty Defcription of thefe Na-
tions, becaufe you will fee them at Leifuire;
and with Eafe,1f yon have that Curiofity. Your
will fee their Habits, their Meats, their
Manners, their Polity, their admirable Laws.
You'll be charm'd with their intellectual Beaus
ty, even more than with their corporeal; but
then you'll melt with Pity, when you hear
them tell you, that their Soul is mortal, and
that they haveno Hope of everlaftingly enjoy-
ing the Supream Effence, whom they know;
and religioufly adore. They’ll tell you, that,
being compos'd of the pureft Parts of the Ele-
ment they inhabit, and having m them no
contrary Qualities, fince they are made but of
one Quality, they do not dye ’till after many
Ages: But what is Time in Comparifon to
Eternity> They muft re-enter for ever a;d
or
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foi ever into Nothing. This Thought affficts
them mightily, and we have a hard Task of
it to confole them. : VI W
Qur Fathers, the Philofophers, {peaking to-
God Face to Face, lamented thefe Peoples
Misfortunes : And God, whofe Mercy is bound-:
lefs, reveald to them, that-~’twas not impoili--
ble to find a Remedy to that Evil. He fug-
to them, that in like Manner as Man,
v Meansof the Alliance, which he has ton-
tracted with God; 'is made Partaker of his Di-
vinity : - So. the Sylphs; the Ghomes, the Nympbs;
and the Salwmanders; by an Alliance which they
may contract with Man, may be made Partas |
kers of Immortality. Thusa Nymph, ot a Syl
phid, becomes immortal; and capable of the
Beatitude to which we afpire; when fhe 15 {o
happy as to marry a Sage:: And a Gnuome, or
a Sylph, ceales to be mortal the Moment fhe

efpoufes one of our Daughters.

~From hénce arofe the Ervour of the primi-
tive Chniftians, Tertullian, Fufin Martyr, La-
dantius, Cyprian, Clement of Alexandria, Athena-
goras, and moft of the Writers of thofe Times.
They had heard, that thefe Elementary Demi-
Men had courted the Commerce of young Mai-
dens; and that made them fancy the Fall of
the Angels was owing to nothing but the Love
with which they fufter'd themfelves to be {imt-
ten to Women. Some Gnomes, defirous of Im-
mortality, had a mind to gain the good Gra-
ees of our Daughters ; and for that End brought
them {ome precious Gems, which they are the
natural Guardians of: And thofe Anthors be=
lievid, from a wrong Confiruétion of the Book
.ﬂf Eﬂﬂff-', that thf:‘}' were the Snares laid l{}r’
' the
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the enamour'd Angels to debauch our Women.
. In the Reginning, thefe Sons of Heaven begot
famous Giants, upon the Bodies of the Daugh-
ters of Men : And the bungling Cabalifts, Fo-
fephus and Philo, (as, indeed, all the Fews are
great Ignoramus’s) and after them, the feveral
others I juft now nam’d, as well as Origen and
Macrobius, {aid, that they were Angels; and did
-not know that they were Sylphs and the other
Elementary People, who, under the Name of
the Children of Elohim, are diftinguifh'd from
' the Sons of Men. In like manner, thatwhich
the wife Augufiin had the Modefty to forbear
deciding, touching the Fauns and Satyrs running
after the African Women in his Time, is clear’d
up and illuftrated by what I have been faying
concerning the Delire which all thofe Inhabi-
tants of the Elements have to unite themf{elves
to Mankind, as the only Means of coming at
th‘eﬁmmc}rtality they naturally are un-endow’d
with. .

Ah! our Sages had more Wit, than to im-
pute to the Love of Women, the Fall of the
firft Angels, any more than to debafe Man be-
neath the Power of the Devil, in afcribing to
him the many Adventures of the Nymphs and
Sylphs, which our Hiftorians are fill'd with.
‘There never was any Thing like 2 Crime 1n all
that. "T'was the Sylphs who had a Defire to be
immortal. Their innocent Purfuits, far from
{candalizing the Philofophers, appear’d in our
Eyes {o jult, that weall, with one Accord, re-
-~ dolv’d never, in the leaft, to have to do with
Womens but to make it our fole Bufinefs to
immortalize the Nympbs and Sylphids.,

D Fefu!
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 Fefu! (cries I) what is't I hear? How great is
the * F———s, Yes; Son, (Interrupts the Count)
admire the Felicity of Philofophers! In Ex=
change for Women, whofe feeble Charms pafs
away n a few Days, and are fucceeded by
frightful Wrinkles, the Sages poflefs Beauties
which never grow old, and whom they have
the Glory to render immortal. Judge how
great muit be the Love and Gratitude of thofe
invifible Miftrefles ; and with what Order they
firive to pleafe the charitable Philofopher, who
ftudies to 1mmortalize them!

Alas! Sir, I renounce (cry'd I again.) —Yes,
Son, (purfu'd he, without giving me Time togo
on) renounce the vain and tranfitory Pleafures
‘which Women afford, the faireft of them allis
a Mother Shipton to the meaneft Sylphid. Our
fage Embracings are never attended with Re=
iorfe or Difielith. Wretched Fools, how I pity

you for not being able to tafte Philofophick
Delights!

Wretched Count de Gasaris, (interrup-
ted I, with a Tone mix’d with Anger and
Compaflion) will you give me Leave to edge
in a Word, and to tell you, I renounce that
{enfelefs Sagenefs; 1 think that vifionary Phi-
lofophy ridiculous, deteft thofe abominable Em-
bracings of Phantoms, and tremble for you, left
fome one of thofe pretended Sylphids fuddenly
carry you to Hell, in the Midft of your Rap-
tures, to prevent fo fenfible a2 Man as you
are, from perceiving the Folly of that chime-

fical Zeal, and doing pnblick Penance for fo
great a Crime:

i -

* Follyy he was going to fay. O LR e

e
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O hoh! (anfwerd he, ' fiepping back three
Paces, and looking {ternly upon me) Woe be
to thee, thou indecile Spinit! His Action frigh-
fen’d me, I confefs; but much worfe, when I
taw him, at a Diftance, pull a Paper out of
his Pocket, which I perceiv’d was full of Cha-
racters I could not perfettly difcern. He fell
to reading attentively, look'd all the while un-
ealy, and fpoke low. I thought he was con.
juring up {ome Spirits to tear me to Pieces, and
began to repent of my inconfiderate Zeal. If
1 eicape this Bout, (faid I) I'll never truft my-
felf again with eer a Cabalift of 'em all. I
kept my Eyes li{po_n him as upon a Judze whe
was going to fentence me todie; when his
Countenance cleard up again. It is hard for
you, ({ays he, {miling, and returning to me) it
s hard for you to kick againft the Pricks. Yo
are a Vellel of Eleftion. Heaven has deﬁ:in’s
you to be the greateft Cabalilt of your Ase.

hold the Figure of your Nativity, which
cannot fail. If 1t is not done now, and by my
Irtervention, it will -be when it fhall {eem
good to your Retrograde Safurn.

- Ah! 1f I become a Sage, (faid I to him) it
will never be without the Intervention of the
mighty GasavLis; but to beplain withyou,
I am greatly afraid, that you'll find it a very
difficult Tatk to bring me to the Philofophick
Gallantry. Are you {o wretchedly ignorant in
Phyiicks, (reply’d he) as todoubt the Exiftence
of thofe Nations? Idon'tknow, (faid I) but I
fhould always fancy they were only Hohgob-
lins in Difguife. 'Will you ftill give more Cre-

- dit to your Nurfe, (cry’'d he) than to natural
. Reafon, than to Plato, Pythagoras, Cellus, Pfellus,
RS - DPigelus,
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P, oclus, Porphyrius, Famblicus, Plotims, Trifmegi-
fhus, Nollins, Dorneus, Fludd 5 than to the great
Philofopher Aureolus-Theophraftus- Bomba[tus-Para-
celfus de Honeinbeim, and all the reft of our Com-
PANIONS. i

I fhould believe You, (reply'd I) as
much, and more than any of thofe: But, dear
Sir, can’t you bring Matters about with your
Companions, that I mayn’t be oblig’d to have
to do with thofe Elementary Damfels? Oh!
(faid he) you're at your Liberty, doubtlefs; no
Body loves, unlefs they've a Mind to’t; few
Sages have been able to withftand their Charms;
but yet there have been fome, who referving
themfelves entire for greater Things, (as you'll
in Time hear) refus’d to grant this Honour to
the Nymphs. T fhall then be of that Number,
(reply’d 1) for I could never endure to lofe my
Time in the Ceremonies, which I have heard
a certain Prelate fay were to be pra&is'd to fit
a Man for the Commerce of thole Genii. That
Prelate talk'd he knew not what, (faid the
Count) for you will one Day fee they are not
Genii; befides, never did Sage make Ufe of
either Ceremonies or Superftition for the Fami-
Liarity of Genii, any more than to the People
we are {peaking of.

That Cabalift acted upon the Principles of
Nature only: And if fometimes there are found
m our Books, ftrange Words, Charatters, and
Fumigations, it 1s' only to hide from the Ig-
norant the Phyfick-Principles. Admire the Sim-
plicity of Nature in all her Operations, even
the moft marvellous! and in that Simplicity, a
Harmony and Concert {o great, fo juft, and o
neceflary, that it will, in your own Defpight,

Sl re-
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reclaim you from your fond Imaginations. What
T'm going totell you, is what we teach to fuch
of our Difciplesas we do not care wholly to ad-
mit into the Sanétuary of Nature, and yet are
‘unwilling to deprive themof the Society of the
Elementary People, thro’ the Compailion we
bear to thofe fame People.-

The Salamanders, as you perhaps already com-
prehend, ‘are composd of the moft fubtile Parts
*of the Sphere of Fire, conglobated and orga-
niz’d by the Action of theuniverfal Fire,(which
T11 difcourfe to youatlarge hereafter) {focall’d,
becaufe ’tis the Principle of all the Movements
of Nature, The Sylphs are hikewife compos'd of
the pureft Atoms of the Air; the Nymphs, of
‘the fineft Parts of the Water; and the Guomes,
of the fubtileft Parts of the Earth. There was
a Sort of a Samenefs between the Ingredients
‘thatform’d Adam,and thefe foperfett Creatures;
‘becaufe, being made up of the very pureft Par-
‘ticles of thefe four Elements, he contain’d in
‘himfelf the Perfections of thefe four Species of
People, and was their natural Lord and King.
But fo foon as ever his Sinning had thrown
him headlong into the Excrements of the Ele-
ments, (as you'll find fome other Time) the
Harmony was broke, and he had no longer a-
ny Proportion, being impure and grofs, with
thofe Subftances {fo pure and fo fubtile.. ‘What
Remedy for this Evil? How fhall we new-
ftring the Lute, and recover that loft Sove-
reignty ? O Nature! why art thou {o little fu-
dy’d? ~ Do not you apprehend, Son, with what
Simplicity Nature can reftore to Man the Good
peiloffeo . ot I

Alas!
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Alas! Sir, (reply’'d I) T am very ignorant in
all thofe Simplieities. But it is very eafy to be
knowing n them, (anfwer’d he.)

If we would recover the Rule over the Sals-
manders, we muft purify and exalt the Element
of Fire which is in us, and relevate the Tone
of that relax’d String. We need only concens
trate the Fire of the World (by Means of con-
cave Mirrours) in 2 Globe of Glafs; and this
is the Artifice, which was religiou(ly conceal’d
by all the Ancients, and which the divine
Theophrafius difcoverd. There is form'd in this
Globe a Solary Powder, which being purify'd
of itfelf from any Mixture of the other Ele-
ments, and being i‘ﬁrm&par’c’i according to Art,
becomes, in a very fhort Time, {overeignly pre-
per to exalt the Fire whichis in us; and chan.
ges us, if I may {o fay, into an Ignious Nature,
From that Moment the Inhabitants of the
Sphere of Fire become our Inferiors; and be-
ing tranfported with Joy, to fee our mutual
Harmony reftor'd, and us affunilated to them
again, they have, for us, all the Friendfhip
which they have for their Like, all the Re-
fpect which they owe to their Creator’s Image
and Lieutenant, and all the Regards which
they can poilibly be prompted to, by the De-
fire of obtaining from us that Immortality
which they want. It is true, they being more
fubtile than the Inhabitants of the other Ele-
ments, live a very long Time; and fo are lefs
prefling upon the Sages for Immortality. You
may take up with one of thefe, my Son, ifthe
Averfion you have exprefs'd, continues upon
you : Perhaps he’ll never fpeak to yon what
you're fo afraid of. '

I
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Tt isnpot fo with the Sylphs, Gnuomes, and
Nymphs. As they live a fhorter Space, they
have the more Bufinefs to do with us; fo their
Familiarity is eafier to obtain. We need only
clofe up a Glafs full of conglobated Air, Water,
or Earth, and then expofe it to the Sun one
Month; then feparate the Elements according
to Art, which is very eafily done, particularly
in Water and Farth. ’Tis wonderous what 2
magnetick Quality each of thefe purify’d Ele-
ments has to attract Nympbs, Sylphs, and Guomes.
Take but ever fo {mall a Dofe thereof every
Day for fome Months, and you'll fee the Re-
publick of Sylphs fluttering in the Air, the
Nymphs making to the Banks in Shoals, andthe
Guardians of Wealth {preading forth their Trea-
fures. Thus, without Charatters, withotit Ce-
remontes, without barbarous Words, we become
abfolute over all thefe Nations. They require
no Worfhip from the Sage; they know he is
nobler than they. Thus, venerable Nature teas
ches her Children to repair the Elements by the
Flements. Thus Harmony is revivid. Thus
Man recovers his natural Empire, and can eve-
ry Thing in the Elements, without the Devil,
and without unlawfal Ast. Thus you fee, Son,
that the Sages are more innocent than you
thought for. You fay nothing to me———x
I admire you, Sir, (faid I) and I begin to
fear you'll make a Diftiller of me. Ah! God
forbid, Child, (cry’d he) ‘’tis not to fuch Tri-
fles your Nativity deftinates you, On the con-
trary, I charge you not to amufe yourfelf that
Way 5 I have told you, that the Sages fhew
fuch Things to none but thofe whom tf‘fey‘ have
no Mind e admit into their Society. You }:vﬂ]
ave
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have all thofe Advantages, with others infinite-
Iy more glorious and more agreeable, by quite
other Sorts of Procefles. The fole Reafon of my
defcribing thefe Methods to you, is to thew you

the Innocency of that Philofophy, and to eafe

you of your Pannick Terrors.

Sir, you do very well, (repl °d I for I né*'.

ver, in all my Life, was halt {o much friih-*r
ten’d as I was €’en now, thank God. And tho’
Iam not as yet determin'd to accommodate my-

{elf with thofe Salamanders you proposd to me,

yet I can’t help defiring to know how you came
to a Difcovery that thofe Nymphs and Sylphs die.
They tell us fo, (anfwerd he) and we like-
wife fee them die. How can you fee them die,
(reply’d I) fince the Commerce you have with
them renders them immortal, That’s very right,
(faid he) if the Number of the Sages equall'd
the Number of thofe People ; befides, that there
arc feveral among them who chufe rather to
die, than (by becoming immortal) to run a
Rilk of being unhappy, as they fee the Devils
are. T1s Satan infpires them with thefe Senti-
ments, for he leaves no Stone unturn’d to hin-
der thofe poor Creatures from becoming immor-
tal thro’ our Alliance. So that, my Son, I
look upon it, (and {o ought you) that that A-
verfion of yours isa very pernicious Temptation,
and a moft uncharitable Difpofition. e
Now as to the Death you {peak of: Who
was it that oblig’d the Oracle of Apollo to {2y,
that all thofe who fpoke in the Oracles; were
amertal as well as himfelf, as Porpbyrius reports?
And what do you think was intended by that
Voice which was heard on all the Shores of Tta-

Iy, and which firuck fo great.a Terror on all
thofe
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thofe who wereoutat Sea> THE GREAT
PANIS DEAD. It wasthe People of the
Air, who gave Intelligence to the People of the
Waters, that the firlt and eldeft of the Sylphs
was juft then expir'd.

When that Voice was heard, (faid Ito him)
theWorld,I think, wor{hip'd Pan and the Nympbhs.
Thofe Gentlemen then, whofe Commerce you
recommend me to, were the falfe Gods of the
Heathens.

It is true, my Child, (reply’d he.) The Sages
are far from believing, that the Devil ever had
the Power to caufe himfelf to be adord.. Heis
too unhappy, and too weak, ever to have had
that Pleafure, and that Authority. But he may
have had the Power to perfwade thofe Inhabi-
tants of the Flements to fhew themfelves to
Men, and to caufe Temples to he erected to
them; and by the natural Power which each
of them has over the Element it refides in,
they difturb’d the Air and Sea, fhook the Earth,
and dealt abroad Heaven's fiery Artillery as
they pleas'd: So they found it no very difhcult
Matter to be taken for Deities, whilft the Su-
preme Being negleted the Salvation of the
Gentiles. But the Devil did not reapfrom his
Wickednefs, all the Advantage he hop’d to doj
for, from that Time, it happen’d that Pan, the
Nymphs, and the other Elementary Nations ha-
ving found Means to change this Commerce of
Worfhip into a. Commerce of Love, (for you
muft needs remember, that among the Anci-
ents, Pan was the King of thofe Gods whom
they call'd Incubus-Gods, and who were very
fondiof young Maidens) many of the Pagans

| ki | elcap’d
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efcapd out of the Clutches of the Devil, and
will not burn in Hell.

I don’t underftand you, Sir, (reply'd 1) It
may be {o, (continud he, {miling, and in a
Tone of Raillery) this is what pafles your Un-
derftanding, and likewife that of all your Deo-
&ors, who are ignorant of polite Phyficks. This
is the grand Myltery of all that Part of Philofo-
phy which refpects the Elements, and which (if .
you have any Love for yourfelf) will cure you of
that unphilofophicalRepugnance which you feem
{o fuddenly to have taken up. Know then, my
Son, but do not divulge this mighty Arcanum
to any unworthy Sot: Know, that as the
Sylpbs acquire an Immortal Soul by the Alli-
ance they contract with {fuch Men as are Veflels
of Elettion, inlike Manner thofe Men, who
are not fet apart for eternal Glory, thofe Sons
of Perdition, to whom Immortality isa difmal
Advantage, for whom the Meflias was not fent
.You Gentlemen of the Cabala, are Fanfe-
niffs then, (interrupted I.) We know nothing of
that, (reply’d he, bluntly) we {corn to inform
our {elves concerning the different Seéts and
Religions which Fools break their Brains about.
We ftick to the ancient Religion of our Fa-
thers the Philofophers, which I muft one Day
bring you acquainted with. But to return to
the Thread of our Difcourfe; thofe Men, whofe
melancholy Immortality would be but an e-
ternal Misfortune ; thofe unhappy Children,
whom the {overeign Father has rejected, have
ftill this Refource 5 they can become mortal,
l:?r coupling themfelves to the Elementary Peo-
ple. So that you fee the Sages run no Hazard as
to Eternity 5 if they are Predeftinated to B}ljf's,

they
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they have the Pleafure (when they quit-the
Prifon of this Body) tolead to Heaven a Sylphid,
or a Nymph, whom they have Immortaliz'd ;
and if they are not predeftinated, the Com-
merce of the Sylphid renders their Sou! mortal,
and delivers them from the Terrors of the fe-
cond Death. Thus the Devil mifs'd of all the
Heathens, who ally’d themfelves to Nymphs.
Thus the Sages, or the Friends of Sages, to
whom God direts us to communicate fome of
the four elementary Secrets, (which I have
retty well inform’d you of ) free themfelves
}mm the Danger of being damn’d.

Upon my Word, (cry'd I) (not daring to put
him again out of Humour, and thinking it
advifeable to defer {peaking my Thoughts ful-
ly to him, ’till he had untolded to me all the
Secrets of his Cabal; which, by this Sample,
I judgd muft be very odd and diverting)
Upon my Word, you have carry’d Wifdom to
a very great Length ;5 and you were in the
Right, to {ay it would pafs the Underftanding
of all our Dottors: I fancy it would pafs the
Underftanding of all our Magiftrates likewife :
And if they could difcover who they are that
give the Devil the Dog to hold in that Man-
ner 5 as Ignorance 1s always unjuft, they
would be apt to efpoufe the Interefts of the
Devil againft thofe Run-aways, and would lead
them but a {curvy Life.

For that Reafon it is (reply’d the Count)
that I did, and do folemnly recommend the
Thing to you as a Secret. = Your Judges are
ftrange Folks! a very innocent Aftion, they
condemn as a very heinous Crime. What Bar-
barity ! To burn thofe two Priefts which the

E 2% 1w Prince
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Prince of Miranda was acquainted with ! and who
had each' his Sylphid for the Space of forty
Years! What Inhumanity to put to Death Foan
Hervillier, who had labourd to Immortalize a
Gnome for fix and thirty Years together! And
what Ignorance in Bodim, to treat her as a
Sorcerefs! and from her Adventure, to take
Occafion to authorize the vulgar Chimeras con-
cerning pretended Wizards ! By a Book asim-
pertinent, as that of the ¥ Republick 1s rational.
But ’tis late, and I don’t confider you have
not yet din'd. You fpeak for your felf, Sir,
(faid I to him) for, for my Part, I could liften
to you ’till to Morrow, without Uneafinefs.
Ah! as forme, (veply’d he, {miling and walk.
ing toward the Door, I find you are not much
acquainted what it is to bea Philofopher. The
Sages eat only for their Pleafure, and never
for Neceffity. I thought quite the Contrary,
(reply’d I) I believ'd, that a Sage never eat but
to fatisfy Neceflity. You're deceiv’d ({aid the
Count) how long do you think we Sages can
hold out without eating? How fhould I know,
(faxd I.) Mofes and Elias fafted forty Days;
you Sages, not fo long biy {ome Days, I fuppofe.
A mighty Matter truly! (replies he.). The
moft knowing Man that ever livid,the Divine,the
almoft adorable Paracelfus, afhrms, that he had
Yeen many Sages who livid twenty Years, with-
out eating the leaft Bit of any Thing. He him-
{eli, €er he arriv’d to that Monarchy of Sage-
nefs, of which we have juftly defer'd to him
the Scepter, was pleas'd to Effay to live feveral
Years,by taking nothing but half a Scruple of the
, Solary
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T Bodin writ & Book in Fyfio, PDe Repullica,
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Solary Quint-eflence. © And if you have a Mind
to make any Body live without eating ; you
need do no more than prepare fome Earth, as I
told you how it was to be done for the Society of
the Guomes. This Earth apply’d to the Navel,
and repeated when itis too dry, makes a Man
eafily difpence with Eating and Drinking -
Thus the infallible Paracelfus fays, he exper-
encd for {ix Months. :

But the Ufe of the Catholick-Cabaliftick Me-
dicine does much better redeem us from all the
troublefome Neceflities, to which Nature {ub-
jets the Ignorant. We never eat but when
we pleafe; and all the Superfluity of the Meat
vanmfhing away by infenfible Tran{piration,
we never have the Shame of being Men. Here
he ceas'd, perceiving we were within Hearin
of our Servants. We went into the Village to
take a {lender Repaft, according to the Cufton
of the Heroes of Phuloiophy.

DIS
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DISCOURSE IIL

e evs | F TER Dinner, we return’d to
2\ To2e.| the Labyrinth. T could not help
3¢/ Ik putting on a cloudy Look; and
\»/| my Pity for the Count’s Extrava-
3| gance, which I judg’'d would be
a difficult Tafk to cure him of]
leflen’d the Pleafure I {hould have had, if there
had been any Likelihood of recovering him to
his Senfes. I was ftudying, if I could not find
out fomething in Antiquity that might work
upon him; for, as to urging the Sentiments of
the Church, he had declard to me, that the
ancient Religion of his Fathers, the Philofo-
phers, was.what alone he adherd to; and to
go about to convince a Cabalift by Reafon,
would be a long-winded Undertaking: Befides,
I did not much care to difpute againft a Man
whife Principles I was but in part acquainted
with, |

It came into my Head, that what he had
faid concerning the falfe Gods, in whofe Room
he had fubftituted the Sylphs and other Elemen-
tary People, might be refuted by the Heathen
Oracles, whom the Scripture every where terms

; ' Devils,
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Devils, and not Sylphs. But then, not knowing
but that according to the Principles of his Ca-
bal, the Count might afcribe the Anfwersof the
Oracles to fome natural Caufe, I thought it the
beft Way to get out of him his utmoft Thoughts
about that Matter.

He gave me a Handle for this; when, be-
fore we enter'd the Labyrinth, he turn’d his
Face to the Garden. It isvery fine, ({aid he)
and thofe Statues are wonderfully agreeable to
the Eye. The Cardinal (repliesI) who caus’d
them to be brought hither, had an odd Fancy,
and unworthy of his great Genius. He believ’d
that moft of thefe Statues were the Organs,
out of which the ancient Oracles were delive-
red, and gave an extraordinary Price for them,
upon that very Score. That’s a common Weak-
nefs, (reply’d the Count) Ignorance is every
Day the Caufe of committing a Kind of v
criminal Idolatry, by Mens preferving with {o
much Care, and valuing fo highly, the Idols
which they fancy the Devil heretofore made
Ufe of, to caufe himfelf to be worfhippd. O
God ! will Men never know that Thou, from
- the Birth of Time, didft make thine Enemies thy
Foot-ftool, and keepeft the Evil Spirits Prifoners
beneath the Earth, in the Gulph of Darknefs ?
This {o indifcreet Curiofity of procuring thefe
pretended Organs of the Damons, might become
innocent, (my Son) if People would but be per-
{uaded that the Angels of Darknefs were never
permitted to {peak mn the Oracles.

I don’t believe (interrupted I) that the Vir-
tuofi would be eafily brought to believe that :
But the Free-thinkers perhaps might : For not
long ago it was decided in a Conference held

on
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en purpofe upon this Subject, by the Wits of
the firft Rank; that thofe pretended Oracles
were nothing but a Trick of the Priefts to get:
Money, or an Artifice of the Princes for fome
political Defign. |

They were the Mabometan Ambafladors, fent:
hither fome Time fince, were they not? No, Sir,
(anfwer'd I.) What Religion were they then of,
(reply’d he) {ince they reckon asmothing the Ho-
1y Scripture, which in fo many Places makes
Mention of {o many different Oracles? and efpeci-
ally the Pythons,(or prophefying Spirits) who took
up their Refidence in, and gave their An{wers
from, the Parts ordain’d for the multiplying
God’s Image: Ireply’d, that I had mention’d all
thofe Ventri-loquent, Belly-fpeaking Spirits;
and had taken Notice to the Company of Free-
thinkers, that King Saul banifh’d them his King-
dom, wherein however he met with one of ’em,
the Night before his Death, whofe Voice had
the wondrous Force to raife up Semuel at his
Requeft, and for his Ruin. But ‘thofe learned
Men could not be withheld from deciding that
there never were Oracles.

If Seripture made no Imprefliom upon them,
{faid the Count) they fhould have been con-
vincd from Antiquity; throughout which it
had been eafy to have {thewn them a thoufand
marvellous Proofs of it. So many Virgins
teeming with the Deftiny of Mortals, and bring-
ang forth the good or 1ll Luck of thofe who
confulted them. Why did you not alledge to
them Chryfoffom, Origen, and CEcumenius, Who
make Mention of thofe divine Men, call’d by
the Grecks Engaftrimantes, whofe prophetick Belt
lies deliverd fuch famous Oxacles, Andif g,hey

: ont
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dont like Scripture and the Fathers! they
ought to have been put in Mind of thofe mira-
culous Maidens, whom Panfaniac, the Gieek,
{peaks of 5 and who transform’d them{elves in-
to Doves; and under that Form, were the cele-
brated Oracles, call'd the Columbg Dodowides. Ox
elfe (to the Glory of your own .__Natioi}) you

might have told them, that Gaul, in former
Times, produc’d illuftrious Maidens, who me-
tamorphofed themfelves into all Shapes ( to
pleate thofe who confulted them) and who,
befides the oracular Anfwers they gave, had a
wonderful Influence upon the Waters, and a
falubrious Authority over the moft incurable
Diftempers.

All thefe Proofs (faid I) would have been
treated as Apocryphal. Why, does Antiquity
render them {ufpected? (Reply'd he.) If fo,
you need only have inftancd m the Oracles
which are ftill in Being. In what Part of the
World ? (faid 1) At Pars, (reply’d he) At
Paris! (cry’d 1) Yes, at Paris, (continu'd. he.)
You a Teacher in Ifrael, and know not thefe
Things! Is it not every Day’s Pradtife to
confult the aquatick Oracles 1n Glafles of
Water or Bafins ; and the aerial Oracles in Mir-
rors, and upon the Hand of Virgins? Are not
| loft Chaplets, and ftoll'n Watches, recover'd by
that Means > Do not People hear Tidings from
diftant Countries, and {ee their abfent Friends?
Alas, Sir! what Stories you tell me, faid I to
him! I tell younothing, (reply’d he) but what
Fm fure happens every Day ; and which, I
could eafily prove, by a Thoufand Eye-Witnef-
fts. ' I can’t think it, Sir, (reply’d 1) ‘The
| Magiftrates would make fome Example of {o

e B punifhable
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punifhable an Aétion, and would not fuffer
Idolatry to ——— You go too faft, (interrupt-
ed the Count,) there’s no fuch Harm in’t asyou
imagine 3 and Providence will not permit the
Extirpation of that Remain of Philofophy,:
which has efcapd from the lamentable Ship-
wreck of Truth. If there ftill continues among
the People any Foot-ftep "of the redoubted:
Power of divine Names, would you have them
effacd ? Are you for deftroying the Refpect and
Gratitude which 1s due to the great Name
AGL A ¢ which operates all thofe Miracles,
when 1t 1s invok'd evn by the Ignorant and
Sinful 3 and which would perform far other
Miracles ina Cabaliftick Mouth. If you had
had a Mind to convince your Sparks of the
Reality of Oracles, you needed only to have
exalted your Fancy and Faith, and turning
vourfelt towards the Weff, cry’d aloud, 4G—
Sir, (mterrupted I,) I did not care to ufe that
fort of Argument to {uch ingenious Men as thofe
were 5 they would have taken me for a Mad-
man : For, depend upon’t, they have no Faith
in any Thing like that ; and even tho’ I had
been acquainted with the Cabaliftick Operation
you fpeak of, it would have done no Good n
my Mouth: For I have yet lefs Faith in it
than they. Well, well, ({faid the Count) you’ll
know better in Time. However, if you had
thought that your Gentlemen would not have
given Credit to what they might {ee every Day
at Paris, vou might have cited to them a Story
of very frefh Date. The Oracle which Celius
Rbadigivus {ays he {aw himfelf about the End
of the laft Century, in the Perion of that ex-
traordinary Man, who {poke and furett;ld,

: what
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what was to.come to pafs, with the fame Organ
as the Furycles of Plutarch. 'T'o have cited Kbo-
diginus, (faid I) would have look’d Pedantick ;
and they would certainly have told me, that
that Man was a Demonzack. _
~ That had been {o like a Monk (re-
ply’d he.) Sir, (interrupted I) notwithftanding .
the Cabaliftick Averfion whichI fee you have
for Monks, 1 can’t help fiding with them upon
this Occafion. . 1 am of Opinion, there’s lefs
Harm in abfolutely denymg there ever were
Oracles, than in {aying, it wasnot the Devil that
{poke in them. For, infhort, the Fathers and
the Theologians, Foran fhort, (inter-
rupted he) do.not the Theologians grant, that
‘the learned Sambethe, the eldeft of the Sybils,
was the Daughter of Noab? Well ! what then,
(replies 1)’ Does not Plutarch, (reply’d he)
affirm, - that the eldeft Sybill was the firlt
- -that gave Oracular Anfwers at Delphos ¢ The
- ‘Spirit which Sambethe entertain’d in her Bofom,
- was not therefore a Devil, nor her Apollo a falfe
God ; fince Idolatry did not begin till a long
Time after the Confufion of Langnages : And it
“were a very abiurd Thing to alcribe to the
Father of Lies the holy Books of  the Sybils,
and all the Proofs of true Religion, which the
Fathers have fetch’d from thence. Befides, Son,
continu'd he Smiling, 'tis not decent in you to
annul the Marriage which a certain Cardinal
‘has made between Dzvid and a Sybil, and accufe
-that learned Perfon of having put in Parallel
-a great Prophet, and a be-devil'd old Woman ;
for either David {trengthens the Evidence of the
Sybal, or - the Sybil weakens  the Authority of
: 1 E:2 Dav:i
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David. 1 beg Sir, (interrupted I) that you
would refume the Serious.

I will fo, faid he, provided you will not ac-
cufe me of being tco much fo. Do ycu think
the Devil was ever divided againit himfelf?
And 1s he ever agamft his cwn Intereft 2 Why
not, faid I? Why not, faid he? Becaufe he whom
Tertullian has fo happily and glorioully call'd
The Reafon of God, has declar’d otherwile. Sa-
tan never divided againft himfelf. It therefore
follows either, that the Devil never {poke in
Oracles, or that he never {poke againft his
Interefts. Ergo, 1f the Oracles have {poken
againft the Intereft of the Devil, it was not
the Devil that fpoke in the Oracles. But faid
I to him, might not God force the Devil to
bear Teftimony to the Truth, and fpeak againit
himfelf > But, (reply’d he) fuppofe God did not
force him to do 1t? In that Cafe (reply’d I)
youw'll be more in the Right than the Monks.
Let us then examine it, purfu'd he ; and in
‘Order to proceed {ferioufly and convincingly, 1
‘will not bring the Teftimonies of the Oracles
reported by the Fathers of the Church, tho’' I'm
perfivaded of the Veneration you have for thofe
great Men. Their Religion, and the Intereft
they had in the Thing, might have prejudic'd
them ; and their Love for the Truth, might
have put them upon borrowing {ome Cloaths
and even fome fictitious Ornament to drefs it
up 1n, becaufe, in their Time, Truth was very
peor and naked: They were Men, and ronfe-
quently might have been falfe Witnefles, accord-
ing to the Maxim of the Poet of the Synagogue.

T hall therefore take a Man that cannot be
fulpected in this Caufe : A Pagan indeed, but

" ' ' ;;.Pagan
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@ Pagan of a different fort from Lucretius, or Lu-

«cian,or the Epicuraans; a Pagan {0 extravagant,as
1o believe that there are Gods and Devils with-

_out Number, inunoderately {uperftitious, a great
‘Magician, or pretending to be fuch, and confe-
quently a great Partifan of Devils, and that is
Porpbyrius. Y11 give you, Word for Word, {ome
Oracles that he reports. \

A A e L R B
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| Here is above the Celeftial Fire a
Flame 1ncorruptible, ever fparkling,
Source of Life, Fountain of all Beings, and
Principal of all Things. This Flame pro-
duces every Thing, and Nothing perifhes
but what It confumes. It is felf-evident 5
it cannot be contained in any Place 5 it is
corporeal and immaterial ; it environs the
Heavens, and there iflues out of it a fmall
Spark, which makes the whole Fire of the
“Sun, of the Moon, and of the Stars. This
1s what I know of God: don’t feek further
into his Nature, for that paffes thy Under-
ftanding, however wife thou art: To con-
clude, know that wicked, upjuft Man, can-
not hide himfelf from God. No Craft, no
Evafion, can difguife any ‘Thing from his
piercing Eyes.  Every Thing is full of God,
God is every where, ,

You
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Youfee, my Son, that this Oracle has not
teo ftrong a Smack of the Devil. Atleaft, an-

{wered I, the Devil departs pretty much from
his Character in it: Here is another, faid he,

that preaches yet better.

SeerbeAbEISIIRIEHIEIIS
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Here is in God an immenfe Profundity

l of Flame : The Heart however ought
not to fear touching this adorable Fire, or
being touch’d by it 5 it will not be confu-
med by this gentle Fire, the Warmth where-
" of caufes the Combination, the Harmony,
and the Duration of the World. Nothing
fubfifts but by this Fire, which 1s God 1t
felf. No Body begat it, it has no Mother,
1t knows every Thing, and can be taught
Nothing : It is unalterable in its Defigns,
and its Name 1is 1neffable. This 1s Ged:
For, as for us, who are his Meflengers, WE
ARE ONLY A SMALL PART OF.

GOD.

Well, what fay you of this?> I fay of both
of them, reply'd I, that God can force the Fa-
ther of Untruth to bear Teftimony sto the
Truth. Here is another, reply’d the Count,
which will remove that Scruple,

O R A-
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EEP, O ye Tripods, and bewail

% your Apollo 5 HE 1S MORTAL, .

HE IS DYING, HE IS DEAD;

becaufe the Light of the Celeftial Flame
extinguifhes him,

~You fee plainly, my Child, what this is
that fpeaks in thefe Oracles, and explainsfo well
to the Heathens, the Effence, the Unity, the
- Immenfity, the Eternity of God. He owns he
i1s mortal, and but a Spark of God It is not
- the Devil therefore that {peaks, fince he is im-
. mortal, and {fince God would not force him to
{ay he is not {fo. It is determined, that Satan
does not divide 2gainft himfelf. ~Was faying
there was but one God a likely Expedient to
caufe himfelf to be worfhip’d? He fays he’s mor-
tal; how long hasthe Devil been fo modeft, fo
{felt-denying, as to difown even his natural Qua-
lities. You fee therefore, my Son, that if the
Principle of him, who is call'd by way of Ex-
cellence the *God of Sciences, fubfifts, it can-
not be the Devil who {poke in the Oracles.
But, (faid I) if it was not the Devil, either
lying for the Nonce, when he talk'd of being
mortal ; or telling Truth by Compulfion, when
he fpoke of God; to what Caufe will your Ca-
bal afcribe all the Oracles which youallow have

actu-

L
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* He means Apollo, whofe Principle is Fire,
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aCtually Been? Is it to the Exhalation of
the Earth, as Ariffetle, Cicero, Plutarch—— A-

las, no, (replies the Count) Thanks to the {acred

Cabala, 1 amnot {o whimfical as that comes to.

How ! (return’d I) do you held that Opinion to

be whimfical? Its Favourers are Men of good.
Senfe. Not .in that; (continued he) and it is

impofiible to attribute to fuch Exhalation all

that has palsd of Oracular. For Example:

That Man, inTacitus, who appeard in a Dream

to the Priefts of Hercules in Aymenia, and com-
manded them to get ready for him {ome Hun-

ting-Hor{es for a Chace. - o far it might be Ex-

halation ; but when thofe Horfes return’d in the:
Evening quite jaded, and the Quivers empty’d.
of their Shafts, and the next Day, there were

juft fo many Beafts found dead in the Foreft,. as

there had been Arrows in the Quivers; it is

plain it could not be Exhalation which caus'd

that Fffect ; much lefs the Devil; for it would

be having an irrational and un-cabaliftical No-

tion of the Mifery of God’s Enemy, to believe

he was fuffer'd to divert himfelf with hunting a -
Stag or a Hare,

To what other Caufe then (faid I) does the
facred Cabzl afcribe all this? Hold a while, .
(anfwer'd he.) Before I unfold to you this My-
ftery, I muftcure you of the Prejudice yon may
be under, as to that pretended Fxhalation; for,
methought, vyou cited with an Emphafis 4ri-
flotle, Phtarch, and Cicero. You might hikewife
have cited Famblicus, who, tho' a great Genius,
continued fome Time in that Error, which, how-
ever, hefoon relinquifh’'d, when he had exami-
ned the Thing more maturely in his Book of
Myfteries. :

Peter
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Petey of Aponus, Pomponatius, Levinius, Streni-
iis, and Lucilio Vanino, were likewife overjoy’d
to find that Subterfuge in fome of the Anci-
ents. All thofe pretended Free-thinkers, who,
when they treat of divine Things, {peak ra-
ther what they wifh, than what th-.;iy- know 3
are unwilling to allow any Thing f{upernatu-

ral in Oracles, for fear of confetling there’s an

Thing above Man. They're apprehenfive lef
People fhould make a Ladder for them to mount
up to a God, whom they fear to come to the’
Knowledge of by the Steps of Spiritual Creaturess.
and they had rather frame one {or themf{elves to’
defcend into Nothingnefs. Inftead of lifting
themfelves towards Heaven, they delve into’
~the Earth; and, inftead of fearching in Beings
~ fuperior to Man, for the Caufe of thofe Raptures
. which raife him above himfelf, and render him
‘2 Kind of Divinity ; they foolifhly ‘afcribe
' to impotent Exhalations, that Power of pene-
trating into Futurity,difcovering hidden Things,
and foaring up to the higheft Secrets of the Di-

vine Eflence. |
Such is the Mifery of Man, when poffefsd
with a Spirit of Contradittion, and a Humour
of thinking differently from others! Inftead of
reaching his Ends, he does nothing but bewilder
and hamper himfelf. Thefe Libertines are not
for fubjecting Man to Subftances lefs material
than himfelf, and yet fubject him to an Exha-
lation ; and without confidering, that there’s no
Relation between that chimerical Fume and
the Soul of Man, between that Vapour and fu-
ture Things, between that frivolous Caufe and
thofe miraculous Effects, they think being Sin-
G gular,
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gular, is enough to make them be thought Ratio-
nal. “Tis fufficient for them to deny the Being
of Spirits, and yet, forfooth, they put on an
Air of free-thinking Spirite.

You donot love Singularity then? (interrup-
ted 1) Ah! Son, (faid he) ’tis the Peft of good
Senfe, and the Stumbling-block of the greateft.
Wits. Ariffotle, as great a Logician as he was,
could not avoid the Snare into which the Fancy
of Singularity leads thofe whom it poflefles fo vi-
olently as it did him ; he could not help entang-
ling and contradi¢ting himfelf. In his Book of
the Generation of Animals, and in that of Mo-
rals, he fays, That the Wit and Underftanding
of Man, comes to him from without, and that
we cannot receive it from our Parents: And
from the Spirituality of the Operations of our
Soul, he concludes, that it is of a different Na-
ture from that material Compofition which it a-
nimates, and whofe Groflnels only ferves to of-
fufcate the Speculations, rather than contribute
to their Produétion. Blind Ariffetle! if, accor-
ding to you, our material Compofition cannot
be- the Source of our Spiritual Thoughts, how
will -you make it .out, that a weak Exhalation
can be the Caufe of {ublime Thoughts, and of
that foaring Pitch which the Pythian Oraclesfly 2
Youfee, my Son, that this Free-thinker con-
tradiéts himfelf, and is putinto a Wood by his
Singularity. You argue very juftly, Sir, (faid
1; glad to hear him talk rationally, and hoping
that his Madnefs would prove no incurable Di-
ftemper) God grant that . Plutarch, (con~
tin'd he, interrupting me) who is fo folid in
other Refpetts, moves my Pity in his Dialogue

con-
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concerning the Ceflation of Oracles. He raifes
Obje&tions, but does not refolve them. Why
does he not anfwer to what is faid to him, wiz.
That if ’tis Exhalation that caufes that Rapture,
all thofe who anruach the Fate-foretelling Tri-
pod, would be fexzd with Enthufiafin, and not
one Female alone, nor her, unlefs a Virgin ? But
how can that Vapour give articalate Sounds from
the Belly? Befides, that Exhalation is a natu-
ral and neceflary Caufe, and ought to produce
its Effect regularly and continually; how comes
that Maiden never to be under Agitation, but
. when confulted? And, which 1s more, why has
the Earth given over fending forth fuch di-
vine Vapours ? Is it not as much Earth now
as then? Does it receive other influences? Has
it other Seas, other Rivers? ©~ Who has therefore
{o ftop'd up its Pores, or chang'd its Natare?

I wonder that Pomponativs, Lucilivs, and the
other Libertines, fhould borrow the Idea from
Plutarch, and forfake the Manner in which he
éxpreffes himfelf. He {poke more judicioufly
than Cicero and Ariffotle, as he was a Man of
very good Senfe; and not knowing what Con-
clufion to draw from all thofe Oracles, after:a
tirefome Irrefolution, he determin’d, that that
Exhalation which he believ'd iffu'd from the
Earth, was a moft divine Spirit; Thus he af-
‘cribd to a Deity thofe extraordinary Movements
and Illuminations of Apolio’s Prieftefles. This
prophe[ying Vapowr is (fays he) a moft Divine
Breath, and moft Holy Spirit. - Pomponatius, Luci-
lius, and the modern Atheifts, don’t take up with
thefe Ways of Speaking which {uppofe a Deity.
‘Thefe Exhalations (fay they) were of the Na-
ture of thofe Vapours which moleft the Atrabi-

G 2 larions,
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larious, (Splenatick) who {peak Languages they
don't underftand. But Fermelius very well con-
futes thofe Wretches, by proving, that the Bile,
which 1s a peccant Humour, cannot caufe that
Diverfity of Tongues, which is one of the moft
marvellous Effects of Confideration, and an
artificial Declaration of our Thoughts. He,
however, decided the Thing imperfectly, in
fubferibing to Pfellus, and all thofe who have
not div’d deep enough 1n our Holy Philofophy.
Being ata Lofs whence to fetch the Caufes of
{uch furprizing Effects, he acted juft as the
Women and Monks do, and afcrib'd 'em to the
Devil. What then ought they to be afcrib’d
to ? (faxd I) I have long waited for this Caba-
liftick Secret.

Plutarch has very well mark’d it, (faid he)
and he had done well, if he had f{tuck there,
That irregular Method of making Ufe of an
unfeemly Organ for Expreflion, not being grave
enough, nor becoming the Majefty of the Gods,
(fays that Pagan) and what the Oracle {poke
furpafling likewife the Powers of the Soul of
Man; they have done great Service to Philo-
phy, who have {et up mortal Creatures be-
tween Gods and Men; to whom may be referr'd
every Thing that exceeds human Weaknefs,
and yet 1s fhort of the divine Greatnefs.

This Opinion was held by all the ancient,
Philofophers. The Platonifts and the Pythago-
reans, took it from the Agyptians ; and they
from Fofeph the Saviour, and from the Hebrews
who fojourn'd in #gypt before the Paflage of
the Red Sea. 'The Hebrews call'd thefe Subftan-
ces, which are half Angel half Man, Sadaim
and the Greeks tran{pofing the Syllables, and
2 | adding
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adding but one Letter, call'd them Daimonas.
Thefe Damons are with the ancient Philofophers,
an Aerial Nation, ruling over the Elements,
mortal, ingendering, unknown in this Age to
thofe who do not leek the Truth in its ancient
Aboad, that 1s to {ay, in the Cabala, and
in the Theology of the Hebrews, who had
the particular Art of entertaining that Aerial
Nation, and converfing with all thofe Inmates
of the Air.

You are return’d again to your Sylphs, Sir, (in-
terrupted I.) I am o, (continu'd he.) The
Theraphim of the Fews was nothing but the
Ceremony neceflary to be obferv'd in that Com-
merce; and that Jew Michas, who complains
in the Book of Fudges, that his Gods were taken
from him, only laments the Lofs of the little
Image wherein the Sylphs usd to converfe
with him. The Gods which Rachel ftole from her
Father, was likewife a Theraphim. Neither Mi-
¢has nor Laban are reprov'd for Idolatry, nor
would Facob have car’d to have livd fourteen
Years with an Idolater, or to have marry’'d his
Daughter: "Twas only a Commerce of Sylpbs
and we know by Tradition, that fuch Com-
merce was allow'd by the Synagogue; and that
the Idol belonging to David s Wife, was no-
thing but a Theraphim ; by Help whereof, fhe
held Correfpondence with the elementary Inha-
bitants; for you may well imagine the Prophet
after God’s own Heart, would not have fuf?efd
Idolatry in his Houfe.
~ Thefe Elementary Nations, {o long as God
neglected the Salvation of the World in Punifh-
ment for the firft Sm, delighted in exprefling to
| Men
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Men in Oracles, what they knew of God ; they
took a Pleafure in teaching them to live moral-
1y 5 in giving them moft wile and {alutary Coun-
i%‘rls, {fuch as are feen frequently in Plutarch,
and all the Hiftorans. So foon as God took
Compaflion on Mankind, and was pleas'd him-
{elf to be their Teacher, thefe little Mafters
withdrew. Hence comes the Silence of Oracles.
The Refult therefore of your Difcourfe, (re-
ply'd I) is, that there have certainly been
Oracles, or Places where divine Anfwers were
given, and that ’twas the Sylphs who gave thofe
Anfwers, and who ftill give them every Day
i Drinking-Glafles or Looking-Glafles. The
Sylphs, or Salamanders, the Gnomes or the Nymphs,
(reply’d the Count.) If {o, Sir, (veply’d I) all
your Elementary Folks are very ill-defigning
People.  Why fo? (faid he) Why, can any
Thing be more knavifh, (purfu’d 1) than thofe
double-meaning Anf{wers which they gave con-
tinually > Continually ! (reply’d he.) Alas!
not continually. That Sylphid who appear'd
to that Roman in Afia, and prediGted to him,
that he thould one Day return thither again,
with the Dignity of Procon{ul, did the {peak
obfcurely ? And does not Tacitus fay, the Thing
came to pafs juft as fhe had foretold?> That
Infeription, and thofe famous Statues in the
Hiftory of Spain, who advertisd the un-
happy King Rodriguez, that his Curiofity and
Incontinence fhould be punifh’d by Men ha-
bited and arm’d juft as they themfelves were
and that thofe fable Men fhonld ftere the King-
dom of Spain, and reign there a long Time ; could
this have been plainer, and was it not made
good




The Hiftory of SeiriTs. 47

good by the Event the very fame Year ? Did
not the Moors come and dethrone that effemi-
nate King? You know the Story well enough;
and you are {enfible, that the Devil, who, fince
the Reign of the Meffas, has not the Dilpofal
of Fmpires, could not be the Author of that
Oracle ; and that it was undoubtedly {ome great
Cabalift, who had learn’d it from {ome of the
moft learned Salamanders. For as the Salaman-
ders are mighty Lovers of Chaftity, they wil-
lingly impart to us the Misfortunes that are to
betal the World for Want of that Vertue,

But, Sir, (faid I to hun) that {fame Hetero-
clite Inftrument, which. they made Ufe of to
preach their Morality, do you think it very
chaft, and worthy of the Cabaliftick Modefty ?
You have a corrupt Imagination, ({aid the Count
{miling.) You don’t {ee the Phyfical Reafon why
a Salamander naturally delights in the moft fiery
Parts, and is attratted b . I underftand,
- (interrupted I) you needy not give yourlelf the
- Trouble to explain yourfelf more at full.

- As for the Obfcurity of fome Oracles, (pur-
fu'd he ferioufly) which you call Knavery, is
not Darknefs the cuftomary Drefs of Truth?
Does not God delight to hide himfelf in the fable
Mantle of Night? And isnot the everlafting O-
racle, which he has left to his Children, the
Holy Scripture, Is it not wrapt up in an ado-
rable Obfeurity, which confounds and puzzles
::HE Proud, asmuch as its Light guides the Hum-

e?

If you have no other Difficulty but that, my

Son, I would not have you defer entering into

Ac-
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Acquaintance with thofe Elementary Folks:
You'll find them a very good Sort of People,
learned, benevolent, Fearersof God. I'm of O-
l;ain:icm you fhould begin with the Salamanders
or you have Mars in the Top of Heaven in your
Figure, which fignifies, that there’s a great deal
of Fire in all your A¢tions. And as tor Marri-
age, I'm clearly for your taking a Sylphid,
you'll be happier with her, than with any of
the others ; tor you have Fupiter in the Point
of your Afcendant, and Vemus looking Sextile.
Now, Fupiter prefides over the Air, and the In-
habitants thereof. However, fynu muft confult
your own Heart upon this; for, as you'll one
Day fee, a Sage governs himfelf by the interior
Stars, and the Stars of the exterior Heaven ferve
only togive him a more certain Knowledge of
the Afpe&ts of the Stars of the interior Hea-
ven, which is in each Creature. So that now
it is your Part to tell me your Inclination, that
we may proceed to your Alliance with fuch of
thofe Elementary People as are moft to your Li-
king. Sir, (anfwer'd I) this Affair, in my Opi-
nion, requires a little Confultation. I efteem you
for that Anfwer, ({aid he to me) layinghis Hand
on my Shoulder. Confult maturely this Affair,
efpecially with him who is call'd, by Way of
Fxcellence, the Angel of the Great Council:
Go, betake yourfelf toPrayer, and I'll be'with
you to Morrow at Two ’'th’ Afternnoon.

We took Coach for Paris, and, as we rode, 1
again engag’d him upon the Difcourfe againit
Atheiftsand Libertines: I never in my Life
heard fuch excellent Arguments, nor fuch noble

and weighty Things faid, for the Exiftence of é&
God,
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a God, and againft the Blindnefs of thofe who
pafs their Life without giving themf{elves entire-
ly up to a {ober and conftant Worfhip of Him,
to whom we owe both the Donation and €on-
{fervation of our Being. T was {urpriz'd at the
Character of this Man; and I could not com-
prehend how “twas poflible for him to be at once
{o wife and {o weak; {oadmirable and fo ridis
culous:

B | DI S
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DISCOURSE IV.

1 ST AY’ D within for the Count de
 GABALTS, according to Agree-
| ment. He came at the appointed
B)7s ! Hour, and accofting me with a
=r 1 ﬁmhn Air; Well, Son, (fays he)
which.of the 1111?111]31& Specms does God give you
moft Inelination to? Would you rather have a
Salamander, or a Guome; a Nymiph, or dSy{obfd 21
am not, as yet, fully determmed Sir; (replies 1.)
Why, where fticks’ 1t ? (fays he) To be frank
with you, Sir, (anfwer'd 1) I can’t conquer my
Conceit, which fill réprefents thofe pretended
Tnhabitants of the Air, as fo many Limbs of
the Devil. O Lord! (E'lda]ms he aloud) Daili-
pate, O God of Light, the Darknefs which
Ignorance and a perverfe Fducation have
fpread u pon the Mind of this Eleét, whom thou,
O God, haft intimated to me to be deftinated
for ﬂ'rf:at Things! And you, my Child, {hut
not the Door agamﬁ the ‘Truth, whlch is wil-
lig t0 enter in unto thee. Be docil. But no,
I difpenfe with you from being fo; for it is
mjuricus to Truth, to have a Harbmger. She
can
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can break thro’ Gates of Iron, and enter where
the pleafes ; maugre all the Refiftance of Falfe-
{hood. " What can you have to oppofe to her?
Was not God able to create thofe Subftances 1n
the Elements, juft as T have defcrib’'d them?

I have not examin'd, ({aid I to him)whether
the Thing it felf be impoilible ; whether one
{ole Element can furnith Blood, Fleih, and
Bones 3 whether there can be a''Temperature
without Mixture, ‘and Action without Contra-
riety : But fuppofing God is able to do it, what
folid Proof is there that h=has doneit? =

You 1hall be convinc'd (faid he) this Mo-
ment, without any more ado. I will call hi-
ther the Sylphs of Cardanus 5 you fhall, from
their own Mouth, hear what they 'are, : and
what T have told you of em. By no Means,
- good Sir, (cry’d I haftily) T beg you wouldlet
~ 1talone, 'till fuch Time as I'm perfwaded thole
People are not God’s Fnemies 5 for I would
{ooner die, than do fuch Wrong to my Con-
fcience, as ' | Y

Behold the ignorant and falle Piety of thefe
unhappy Times! (interrupts the Count angpily:)
Why then are not the greateft of the ~Anche-
rets expung'd the Calendar of Saints > Why
are not their Statues burnt? ’Tis a thoufand
Pities they do not infult their venerable Athes!
and throw ’em to the Wind, as they would do
by the Remains of {uch Wretches as are accus’d
of converfing with the Devil. Did ever any
Body take it in their Head to Exercife Sylphs?
And have they not been treated as Men ? What
have you to fay to that, Sir Scrupulons; you,
and all your miferable Teachers? The Sylph
who difcours’d concerning his Nature to that
' o Patri-
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Patriarch, was he, think ye, a Limb of the
Devil? Was it with an Imp, that incomparable
Man conferr’d about the Gofpel > And will you
accufe him of -prophaning the adorable Myfte-
ries, by entertaining himfelf with a Phantom,
an Enemy of God? Athanafius and Ferom, muft
then be moft unworthy of the great Name thfiy
have among the Learned, for writing with fo
much Eloquence, the Elogium of a Man who
treated the Devils fo humanly. If they had
taken that Sylph for a Devil, they would either
have conceal'd the Thing, or left out that
preaching in the Spirit, or that pathetick Apo-
{trophe made to the City of Alexandria by an
Anchoret, more believing and zealous than you
- are: And if they took him for & Creature that
had (as he affirm’d) an Intereft in the Re-
demption, as well as we; and if they theught
this Apparition an extraordinary Favour done
by Ged to the Saipt whofe Life they writ; do
ou do well to pretend to be more learned than
Athanafius and Ferom, and more holy than the
divine Antony ¢ What would yon have faid
to that admirable Mau, had you been one of
the ten thoufand Hermits to whom he recount-
ed the Converfation he had juft been holding
with a Sylph¢ You, wifer, and more {harp-
fighted than any of thofe earthly Angels, wonld
undoubtedly have remonfirated to the holy
Abbot, that the whole Thing was but mere
Illufion; " and you would have diffwaded his
Difciple Athanafius, from communicating to the
World a Story fo little confonant to Religion,
Philofophy, and common Senfe ; woud you
et 7 '
-' It
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It is true, (faid Ito him) I {hould have been
of the Mind either to have {aid nothing at all
of it, or to have {aid more of it. _4thanafius and
Ferom (veply’d he) could not {ay more of it;
for they knew no more; and even tho they
had known all, (which could not be, unlefs
they were of Us) they wouldnot have rafhly
devulg'd the Secrets of Sagery.

But why (faid I) did not that Sylph propofe
to St. Antony, what you propofe now to me?
What, the Marriage? (replies the Count, {mil-
ling.) That had been a pretty Thing indeed!
"Tis likely the good Man would not have come
intot, (faid I.) No, certainly, (anfwer'd the
Count) for it would have been tempting God to
have marry’d at that Age, and have alk’d Chil-
dren of Him. How! (retorts I) do People mar-
ry thofe Sylphs to have Children by’em? Why
not, (faid he)is Marriage ever permitted for any
other Fnd? I was not aware (anfwer'd I) that
there was any Thing of Increafe and Multiply in
the Cafe 5 I only thought that the whole of
the Thing was to immortalize the Sylphids.

Alas! youre deceiv’d, (purfu'd he) the Cha-
yity of Philofophers caufes them to propofe to
themfelves as the Immortality of the Sylphids -
But Nature caulesi them to defire to {ee the Syl-
phids fruitful. Whenever you have a Mind
to't, you fhall {eein the Air, thofe Philofuphic
Families. Well were it for the World, if
there had been no other Families, and ifthere
had been no Children of Sin . What is’t yon
call Children of Sin, Sir? (reply’d L)

- Thefe are (continu’d he) all fuch Children as
are born the common Way; Children conceiv'd
thro’ the Will of the Flefh, not thro’ the Will
it o
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of God; Children of Wrath and Malediétion

in fhort, Children of Man and Woman. You

long to be breaking in upon me ; I fee what
you would be faymg. Yes, Child, know that
twas never the Will of the Lord, that Man
and Woman fhould have Children as they have.
The Defign of the moft wife Operator was much
nobler 3 he would have had the World peopled in
different Manner from what we {eeit. Ifthat
Wretch Adam had not egregiounlly difobey’d the
Commands God gave him, not to touch Fre,
but had contented himfelf with all the other
Fruits of the Garden of Pleafure, with the
Beauties of the Nymphs and Sylphids, the World
had not had the Shame to {ee itfelf fill'd with
Men {o imperfe&t that they cannot be look’d
n}[;nn as any Thinz but Monfters, compar’d to
the Children of the Philofophers.

So then, you believe, ({aid I) that 4dam’s
Crime was not that of eating an Apple? Why,
Son, (reply’d he) are you one of thofe who are
{fo fimple as to take the Story of the Apple
literally ? Alas! alas! for you! Know that the
holy Langnage makes Ufe of thofe innocent
Metaphors, to prevent our havingcorrupt Idea’s
of an A&ion which has causd all the Miferies
of Mankind. Thus, when Solomon {aid, T will
climb up the Palm-Tree, and gather the Fruit
thereof ; he had quite another fort of Appe-
tite upon him, than to be eating of Dates.

This Language, confecrated by the Angels,
and in which they chaunt forth Hymns to
the living God, has no+Term to exprefs the
Meaning of thofe fiznrative Words, Apple or
Date. But 2 Sase eafily unriddles thofe chafte
Typifyings. When he fees that the Palate'and
PR Mouth

"..giu'-“
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Mouth of Eve are not punifh’d, and that fhe
brings forth with Pain, he knows it 1s not the
Palate that offended: And difcovering from
the Care the firft Sinners took to hide certain
Parts of ' their Body with Leaves 5 difcovering
(I fay) what that firft S confifted in, he
draws this Conuclufion 5 namely, that God
was not pleas’d that Men thould multiply in
that vile Way. O 4dam ! thou oughteft not
to have begot any Thing but what was like
unto thy felf, or tohave begot none but He-
roes or Giants ! _ hisl)
What Expedient had he (interrupted I) for
either of thofe marvellous Generations? Obey-
ing Ged, (teply’d he) touching none but the
Nyinphs, the Guomes, the Sylpbids, or the Sala-
manders. ‘Thus had he feen an Offspring of He-
roes, and the Univerfe had been peopled with
wonderful Men of fuperior Strength and Wifdom.
God has been pleas'd to give us an Inkling of
the Difference between that mnocent World,
and the guilty World we livein; by permitting
us irom Time to Time to {ee fome of the Chil-
dren born in the Manner he had projetted.
Why, Sir, (faid I) has any Body ever feen thofe
Children of the Elements > If o, a certain
Doctor of the Sorbonme, who & to’ther Day
cited to. me St. Auftin, St. Ferom, and Gregory of
Nazianzesn, 1s under a mighty Miftake, 1 be-
lieving, that no Fruit can grow from thofe
Intimacies of Spirits with our Women, or from
the Converf¢ of Men with certain Damons, by
him call'd Hyphialtes. N o |
Lattantius has reafon'd Dbetter, (reply’d the
C@unt)_ and the {olid Thomas Aquinas, has learn-
edly refolv'd that {ich Intumacies may ﬁ{at
- only
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only be fruitful, but that the Children born
thereof, are of 2 much more generous and he-
roick Nature. You may at your Leifure read
the high Atchievements of thofe mighty Men
who Mofes {fays were born in that Manner :
We have the Hiftories of em by us in the Book
of the Wars of the Lord, cited in the 23d Chapt.
of Numbers. Mean While, judge what the
World would be, if all thofe Inhabitants were
like, for Example, Zoroaftres.

What, Zoroaftres, the Inventor of Necroman-

? (faxd 1) The {ame (cry’'d he) of whom
the Ignorant have written that Calumny. He
had the Honour to be the Son of the Salamander
Oromafis,and of Vefta, Noal’s Wife. He liv'd twelve
hundred Years the Sageft Monarch 1n the World,
and then was carry’'d away by his Father Oro-
mafis, into the Region of Salamanders. 1 make
no Doubt, (cry'd I) but that Zoroaftres 1s with
the Salamander Oromafis, in the Region of Fire:
But I would not, methinks, have put that Af:
front upon Noah, as you have done.

The Affront is not {o greatas you think for;
(reply’d the Count) all your Patriarchs held it
a great Honour to be the reputed Fathers of thofe
Children whom the Sons ot God were pleas'd to
get upon the Bodies of their Wives; but as yet,
this 1s too ftrong Meat for you. Let’s return
- to Oromafis : He was belov'd by Vefta, Noah's
Wife. This Vefta dying, became the Tutelary
Genius of Rome; and the {acred Fire which fhe
enjoin’d the Virgins to preferve with {o much
Care, was in Honour of the Salamander her Lover.
Befides Zoroaftres, there {prang from their Loves,
a Daughter, of exquifite Beauty, and infinite
Wifdom, the divine Zgeria 5 from whom, Nu-

: ma
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“ma Pompilius receiv’d all his Laws. She oblig'd
- Numa, whom fhe lov'd, to build a Temple to
~ Vefta her Mother, where fhould be kept the fa-
“cred Fire, in Honour of her Father Oromafis.
~ This 1s the Truth of the Fable which the
~ Poets and the Roman Hiftorians have related con-
‘cerning that Nymph Zgeria.  William Poflel,
‘the moft ignorant of all thofe who have ftudy'd
_ the Cabala in the ordinary Books, had the Senfe
to perceive, that Pefla was Noab's Wife ; but
then he knew mnot that Agerza was Vefla's
Daughter ; and not having read the fecret Books
of the ancient Cabala, a Copy of which  the
Prince of Miranda gave fuch an immenfe Sum
for, he confounded Things, and only believ'd
‘that £geria was the good Genius of Noah’s Wife.
In thofe Books we are taught, that £geria was
-conceiv’d upon the Waters, when Noah was
fwimming upon the avenging Waves that over-
‘flow'd the Univerfe: The Women were then
reducd to that {mall Number, and efcap'd
‘Into that Cabaliftick Ark, built by that fecond
‘Father of Mankind : That great Man groaning
to {ee how terribly the Lord chaftis’d the Crimes
causd by Adam’s Love of Fve 5 feeing that 4dam
“had ruin’d his Pofterity by preferring Fuve to the
Daughters of the Elements, and in taking her
from the Salamanders, or Sylphs, who would have

- gain’d her Affeétion ;3 Noab, (I {ay) grown Wife
by the {ad Example of Adam, confented that his
Wife Vefla fhould yield her f{elf to the Salaman-
der Oromafis, Prince of the fiery Subftances: And
perfwaded his three Sons likewife, to furrender
their three Wivesto Princesofthe three other Ele-
ments. The Univerfe was in a fhort Time re-peoc-
pl'd with Heroick Men, fo knowing,fo handfnm;:,
i 0
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fo admirable, that their Pofterity, dazl'd with
their Virtues, has taken them for Deities. One
cf Noab’s Sons, rebellious to his Father’s Coun-
fel, could not withftand the Charms of his Wife,
any more than Adam could thofe of Fve: But
in like Manner as Adam’s Sin blacken’d the
Souls of all his Defcendants, fo the Want of
Complaifance in Ham for the Sylpbs, put a Blot
iipon all his fable Pofterity. Hence comes the
horrible Complexion of the Athiopians, and of
all thofe hideous Nations who are commanded
to dwell under the Torrid Zone, in Punifhment
of their Father’s profane Ardor.

Thefe are very uncommon Obfervations, Sir,
(faid I, wondering at the Man’s Extravagance)
and your Cabala 1s of marvellous Ufe for clear-
ing up the Things of Antiquity. It 1s fo, (re-
ply’d he, gravely) and, without it, Scripture,
Hiftory, Fable, and Nature, are obfcure and un-
intelligible. ~ You believe, for Example, that
the Injury Hum did his Father, was juft fo as
*tis defcrib’d in the Bible 5 when ’twas quite
another Thing. Noab, going out of the Ark,
and obferving that his Wife Vefla’'s Charms were
wonderfully improv’d by her Intimacies with
her Lover Oromafis, became paflionately in Love
with her again. Ham fearing, left his Father
{hould again people the Farth with Children as
black as his Athiopians, took his Opportunity
one Day when the old Gentleman was full of
Wine, and unmercifully guelt him.  You laugh?
1 laugh at Ham’s indifcreet Zeal, (faid I.)
Rather (cry’'d he) admire the Civility of the
Salamander Oromafis, whofe Jealowfy did not
overcome his Pity for his Rival’s Misfortune.
He taught his Son Zoroafires, (otherwife call'd

' -~ Faphet)
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Faphet) the Name of the Almighty God, ex-
preffive of his eternal Fecundity : Fapbet pro-
nouncd ({fix Times alternately, with his Brother
Shem, walking backwards toward that Patriarch)
the tremendous Name ¥ A B A MI A H; and {o

reftor’d the old Man to his former Condition. *
The Mifunderftanding of this Story, was the
Occafion of the Grecks faying, that the oldeft of
the Gods was guelt by one ot his Sons; bhut the
"Truth of the Matter was what I tell yvou. From
hence you may fee, how much more human the
Morals of the Salumanders are than ours, and even
more than that of the Sylphs or Nympbs ; for the Jea-
loufy of thefe laft is cruel, asthedivine Paracelfus
lets us know,in an Adventuare he gives an Account
of, and to which the whole Town of Stauffem-
berg were Eye-witnefles. A certain Philofopher,
with whom a Nymph was engag'd in an Intrigue
of Immortality, was {o dilloyal as to love a
Woman : As he fat at Dinner, with his new Pa-
ramour and {ome Friends, there appear'd in the
Air the faireft, moft lilly-white Thigh 1 the
World ; (the invifible Sweet-heart did that, to
let her Traitor’s Friends fee how much he was
to blame in preferring a Woman to her.)  After
this, the Nymph,incens’d, kill'd him uponthe Spot.
Ah! Sir, (cry'd I) this is enongh to put me
out of Conceit with fuch delicate Miftrefles. I
confefs, (faid he) their Delicacy is fomewhat
violent.  But if there has been Examples of
exa{perated Women murdering their perjur'd
Lovers, we muft not wonder that thofe beaute-
ous, thofe conftant Miftrefles were {peaking of,
fhould be fo enra%‘d, when Men play ’em falfe 5
the more, becaule they require nothing from
them but to abftain from Women, whofe Imper-
I 2 teftions
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fz¢tions they cannotbear; and becaufe they give
us Leave to love as many among themfelves as
we pleafe. They prefer the Intereft and Im-
mortality of their Companions to their own
private Sataisfaction ; and are very glad to fee
the Sages beftow on their Republick as many
smmortal Children as they can. ,

But Sir, (reply'd I) how comes it there are
{o few Examples of what you tell me ? There
are a great many; (continu'd he) but they are
not attended to, or credited, or, in fhort, well
explain’d, for want of knowing our Principles.
People attribute to the Devil what ought to be
afcribd to the Elementary People. A little
Grome gets into the good Graces of a celebra-
ted Magdalen de la Croix, Abbe{s of a Nunnery
at Corduba 1n Spaf:gr;, {he makes him happy at
twelve Years of Age; and they continue their
Familiarity the {pace of thirty Years. -An ig-
norant Confeflor comes, and perfwades Magdalen
that her Lover 1s an Imp of Hell, and obliges her
toafk Abfolution of Pope Paul the Third. ' Yet,
all this While, 'tis impoffible it {hou'd be a De--
vily for “twas notorioully known all Eurepe over,
and Caffodorus Renius was {o kind as to trani-
mit down to Pofterity the Miracles that were
every Day wrought in Favour of the Holy Maid,
which certainly would not have been, if her
Commerce with the Gunome had been {o Diabo-
lical as the Reverend Father - Confeflor fan-
cy’d. This{ame Dotor, (if I'm not miftaken)
was fo hardy as to pronounce, that the Sylph,
which us'd to immortalize himfelf with young
Gertrude, of the Nunnery of Nazareth 1n Cologn,
was fome Devil. And fo he was, no Doubt,
‘ery'd1) Ah! Son, (purf'd the Count, Smi-

pufo ;B (ing
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ling) If that were {0, the Devil had no ill Time

. on’t, to be able to carry on an Intrigue with a

Girl of five and twenty,and write her {uch Love-
Letters as were found in her Screwtore. |
Affure your {elf, my Child, that the Devil,
in the Region of Death, has other-guefs {ort of
Employments, more conformable to the Hatred
which the God of Purity bears to him: But
thus it 1s that People voluntarily fhut their
Eyes. We find, for Inftance, in Titus Livius,
that Romulus was the Son of Mars; the Free-
Thinkers {ay, *tisaFable; the Divines, that he

‘was Son to an Incubus-Devil; the Waggs, that

Madamoifelle Sylvia had loft her Gloves, and,
to cover the Shame of it, faid, a God had ftol'n
’em from her. Now We, who are acquainted
with Nature, and who are call'd by God out of
Darknefs to Light, We know, that that pretend-
ed Mars was a Salamander, who, being {initten
with young Sylvia, made her the Mother of the
great Romulus, that Heroe, who, after having
tounded his fuperb City, was carryd away

" by his Father 1n a fiery Chariot, in like Man-

ner as Zovoaftres was by Oromafis.

Another Salamander was Father to Servius
Tullius : Livy {ays, ‘twas the God of Fire, de-
ceivd by the Refemblance: And the Ignorant
have pals'd the fame Judgment upon him as on
the Father of Romulus. The Renowned Hercu-
les, and the Invincible Alexander, were Sons of
the mightieft among the Sylphs : The Hiftorians,
not knowing {fo much, have faid, that Fupiter
was their Father : They {aid true; for; as you've
already heard, thofe Sylpbs, Nympbs, and Sala-
manders, being fet up for Deities, the Hiftorians,

| A ' | ~ ' believing
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believing them fuch, call'd all who were born

of ’em, Children of God.
 Such was the divine Plato, the more divine
Apollowius Tyanaus, Hercules, Achilles, Sarpedon,
pious Lneas, and the celebrated Mclchifedeck ;
tor do you know who was Melchifedeck’s Father?
No really, (faid I) for St. Paul did not know it.
He did not record it, youmean; (replies the
Count) for he was not permitted to reveal the
Cabaliftick Myfteries ; he knew well enough,
that Melchifedeck's Father was a Sylph, and that
that King of Salem was conceiv'd in the Ark
by the Wite of Shem : That Poutiff’s Manner of
Sacrificing, was the fame that his Coufin A geria
taught King Numa, as well as the Adoration of
a fupream Deity, without Image or Statue ; for
which Reafon, the Romans, turning Idolaters
iome Time afterwards, burnt the Holy Books of
Numa, which had been dictated by &geria. The
firt God which the Romans had, was the true
God 5 their Sacrifice, a true Sacrifice; they
ofter'd up Bread and Wine to the fovereign Ru-
ler of the World : But all this was afterwards
perverted. However, God, in Acknowledg-
ment of this firft Worfhip, gave to that City,
which had own’d his Supremacy, the Empire of
the World. The faine Sacrifice which Melchife-
deck
Sir, (interrupted I) pray let us drop Melchife-
deck, the Sylph that begot him, his Coufin Age-
riz, and the Sacrifice of Bread and Wine. Thefe
Proofs feem to me to be fomewhat remote ;
and you’ll oblige me mightily, if you'd tell me
fome frefher News for I have heard a certan
Doctor {ay, upon being afk’d what was become
of the Companions of that fort of Satyr, which
| | appeard




The Hiflory of SeiriTs. 63

appear'd to St. Anthony, and which you have
call'd Sylph 5 I fay, I have heard that Dodor
affirm, that that fort of Gentry was quite ex-
tinét. So that the Elementary People may be

erif’d ; fince you own ’em Mortal, and we
hear no Tidings of ‘em.

I befeech God, (reply’d the Count, fomewhat
difturb’d) I befeech the God who knows all
‘Things, that he wou'd be pleas'd not to know
that Ignoramus, who {o fottifhly decides what
he’s ignorant of ! God confound him, and all
like him ! Where has he learn’d that the Ele-
ments are Defarts, and that all thole wonder-
ful Nations are annihilated. If he would take
the Pains to read Hiftory a little, and forbear
afcribing to the Devil, as the good Women do,
every Thing that {urpafles the chimerical Theo-
ry which he has fram’d to himfelf, of Nature,
he wou'd find in all Ages, and in all Places,
Proofs of that which I have advanc'd.

What wou'd your Doctor fay to that authen-
tick Account of what lately happen’d in Spain 2
A fair Sylphid was fall'n 1n Love with by a Spani-
ard, 11v'd three Years with him, had three fine
Boys by him, and then dy’d. Will it befaid
this was a Devil? A {j:pecial Anfwer, that ! ac-
cording to what Phyficks can the Devil orga-
nize to himfelf a Woman’s Body, conceive,
bring forth, give Suck ? What Proof is there in
Scripture of that Romantick Power which the
Theologians are forc’d, on this Occafion, to veft
the Devil with? And what probable Reafon can
their feeble Philofophy furnifh them with?> The
Yefuit Delrio,an honeft, well-meaning Fellow, re-
counts many of thefe Adventures his fimple Way;
and,without plaguing himfelf with Phyfical fI‘{ea-

ons,
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fons, brings himfelf off by faying, that thofe -
Sylphids were Damons : So true 1s it, that your
greateft Doctors do many Times know no more of
the Matter than the filly Women! So true i1s it,
that God loves to retire into his clouded Throne,
and, thickening the Darknefs that encompafles
his moft awful Majefty, he inhabits an inaccef~
fible Light, and letsnone into his Truths, but
the poorin Spirit. Learn to be poor in Spirit,
my Son, if you woud penetrate that facred
Night which environs Truth. Learn of the
Sages to allow to the Devils no Power in Nature,
{ince the fatal Stone has fhut ’em up i the
Depth of the Abyfs.- Leam of the Philofophers,
always to look for natural Caufes in all ex-
traordinary Events; and when {uch natural
Caufes are wanting, recur to God, and'to hig
holy Angels, and never to ‘the evil Spirits, who
no longer can any Thing but ﬁt{%:r; other-
wife, you'll be often guilty of Blafphemy, with«
out thinking on’t, and will afcribe to the Devil
the Honour of the moft miraculous Works of
Nature. |

When, for Inftance, you fhou'd be told, that
the divine Apollonius Tyanaus was conceiv'd with-
out the Operation of any Man; and that a Sala-
mander of Quality came down to immortalize
himfelf with his Mother ; you wou'd {ay, that
that Salamander was a Damony and you'd honour
the Devil with the Birth of one of the greateft
Men that ever fprung from our Philofophick
Marriages.

But Sir, (interrupted I) this fame Apolloyius is,
among us, reputed a great Wizzard; and that's
the beft that’s faid of him. Behold, (reply’d the
Count) one of the moft wonderful Effects of Ie-

norance




The Hiftory of Sprr1TS. 635

norance and bad Education! Becaule People
have heard their Nurfes tell firange Stories abont
Witches, therefore every Thing extraordinary,
muft have the Devil for its Author. The great-
eft Dottors may talk their Hearts out, they
{thall not be believ'd, unlefs they talk like the
Nurfes. Apollonius 1s not begot by Man ; he un-
derftands the Language of Birds: He is feen at
the fame Inftant of Time in different Places:
He vanifhes from the Prefence of the Emperor
Domitian, who was going to mif-ufe him : He
raifes to Life a Girl by Vertue of Onomancy :
He {ays in a publick Aflembly at Fpbefus, that at
that very Moment they were killing a Tyrant
at Rome. A Queftion rifes concerning this Man:
The Nurfe {ays he’s a Sorcerer 5 St. Ferom, and
St. Fuftin the Martyr, fay, he’s only a great
Philofopher. Ferem, Fuflin, and we Cabalifts,
{thall be Mad-men; and a little beggarly Sow of
a Nurfe fhall carry it againft vs. Alas! let the
Ignorant perith in their Ignorance; but do you,
my Son, avoid the Shipwreck.

When you fhall read, that the celebrated Mer-
lin was, without the Operation of any Man,
brought forth by a Nun, Daughter to the King
of Great Britain ; and that he fotetold Things
to come more clearly than a Tyrefzs, do not
{ay with the Mob, that he was Son to an Incu-
bus-Devil, becaule there never were any fuch ;
or that he prophecy'd by the Help of the Da-
mons, becaule, according to the Cabala, a Damen
is the moft ignorant of all Creatures. Say with
the Sages, that the Engli/h Princels was confol’d
in her Retirement by a Sylph, who took Pity on
her, that he was induftrious to divert her, that
he knew how to pleafe her, and that Merlin,

K their
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their Son, was brought up by the Sylphs in all
forts of Learning, and learn’d from him to per-
form all the Miracles which the Hiftory of Eug-
land relates of him.

Do not any longer caft an Afperfion upon the
Counts of Cleves, by faying, that the Devil was
their Father ; and have a bettter Opinion of
the Sylph, who the Hiftory fays, came to Cleves
on Board a miraculous Ship, tow'd by a Swan,
chain’d thereto by a Silver Chain. 'This Sylph,
after having feveral Children by the Heirefs
of Cleves, did one Day, at high Noon, in Sight
of every Body, re-embark on his aerial Ship.
What has he done to your Doctors, that {hould
oblige them to make a Devil of him? But will
you have no Regard to the Honour of the Houfe
of Lufignan ¢ And will you give to your Counts
of Poiffiers, a diabolical Genealogy ? What will
vou {ay of their celebrated Mother? I thought,
Sir, (interrupted I) that you were going to tell
the Tale of Melufina. Ah! (reply'd he) if you
deny the Story of Melufina, I have done; but
then we muft burn the Books of the great Para-
celfus, who, in five or {ix different Places, avers,
that there’s nothing fo {ure as that this fame Melu-
[rma was a Nymph 5 and we muit give the Lie to
vour Hiftorians, who fay, that fince her Death,
or rather fince fhe difappeard to the Eyes of her
Hufband, fhe has never fail'd (as often as her
Defcendants were threaten’d with fome Mif-
chance, or that fome King of France was to die
1n an extraordinary Manner) toappear in Mourn-
ing upon the grand Turret of the Chateau de Lu-
Jignan, which fhe had causd to be built. You'll
bring upon your Back all thofe who delcend
fxom that Nymph, or who are related to her Fa-

mily,
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mily, if you perfift in it, that it was anEvil-
Spirit.

Do you think, Sir, (faidI) that thofe Lords
wou'd chufe tofetch theirOngin trom Sylphs ¢ Yes,
undoubtedly, (reply'd he) it they were madeac-
quainted with what I teach you; and they
wou'd hold fuch an uncommon Birth asa mighty
Honour. If they had any of the Cabaliitick
Light, they wou'd know that that fort of Gene-
ration being more conformable to the Method,
in which God at firft intended the World {hou’d
multiply, the Ofspring of fuch Marriages are
more fortunate, more valiant, more wife, more
renowned, and more bleft of God. Is it not
more glorious for thofe illuftrious Men to be de-
riv’d from thofe Creatures fo perfect, {o fage,
and {o powerful, than from {ome filthy Elf, or
fome infltmnus Afmodeus 2

Sir, (faid 1 to him) our Theologifts are far
from {aying, that the Devil 1s the Father of all
thofe Men who come into the World no-
body knows how. They own that the Devil is
a Spirit, and {o cannot ingender. Gregory of
Naxianzen (reply’d the Count) does not {ay o
for he holds, that the Demons multiply among
themfelves as Men do. We are not of his Opi-
nion, (reply’d I) but it happens ({ay cur Dottors)
that Ah'! (interrupts the Count) do not
{ay what they {ay, for fear, like them, you fay
a very filthy and undecent Thing. What an
abommable Evafion have they chopt upon? It
1s amazing how unanimoufly they embraced that
odious Notion, and what Pleafure they took in
planting Hobgoblins and Familiars in Ambuf:
cade, to way-lay the idle Brutality of the Her-
mits, and {o to haften imnto the World thofe mi-

K racilous
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raculous Men, whofe illuftrious Memory they
tarnith by fuch a fcoundrel Origin. Do they
call this Philefophizing ? Is it worthy of God,
to fay He has {uch Complaifance for the Devils,
as to countenance {uch Abominations; to grant
them the Favour of Fecundity, which he has
refus'd to great Saints; and to reward {fuch Ob-
{cenities, by creating for thofe Embrio s of Ini-
quity, more heroick Souls, than for thofe who
were form’d in the Chaftity of a lawtul Wed-
lock ? Is it worthy of Religion to fay, as your
Docttors do, that the Devil can, by that dete-
ftable Artifice, impregnate a Virgin during her
Sleep, without hurting her Viginity ? which 1s
as abfurd as the Story, which Thomas Agquinas
(in other Refpetts, a very folid Author, and
1kill’d a little in the Calala) forgets himfelf fo
far, as to relate in his fixth Quodlibet, concer-
ning a2 Wench that lay with her Father, to
whom he makesthe fame Thing happen, which
fome Heretick Rabbins {ay, befel the Daughter of
Feremiab 5 who, according to them, conceiv'd
of the great Cabalift ij_%m, in entering the
Bath after the Prophet. T cou’d fwear, that this
Stuff was invented by {fome

If 1 durft, Sir, break in upon your Declama-
tion, (faid Ito him) I wou'd (to appeafe you)
own, that it were to be with'd our Doctors had
hit upon {fome Solution that had been lefs offen-
five to fuch pure Fars as yours ; or elfe they
mizht peremptorily have deny’d the Faéts upon
which the Qnueftion is founded.

A rare Expedient, truly, (reply’d the Count.)
How cou'd they deny manifeft Truths? Put your
felt m the Place of a Theologift, in his Furr

& S Gown,




The Hiftory of SpirIiTs. 69

Gown, and fuppofe the happy Danbuzerus co-
ming to you,as to the Oracle ot his Religion.——
Here a Foot-man came, and told me, that a
certain young Lord was come to fee me. I will
not be feen by him, (faid the Count.) I afk
rour Pardon, Sir, (faid 1) youmay well imagin
y that Lord’s Name, that { cannot caufe my
felf to be deny'd ; theretore give your {elf the
Trouble to go into that Clofet. "Tis not worth
While, (faid he) I'll make my felf invi-
{ible. Ah! Sir, (cry’'d I) let’s have no Devilry
I befeech ye ; I don’t love fuch Jefting. O Ig-
norance! ({aid the Count, laughing and fhrug-
ging up his Shoulders) Not to know that to be-
come 1nvifible, there needsno more than to place
before one the revers'd Sideof Light! He went
into my Clofet; and the young Lord, almoft at
the {ame Time, came into my Chamber. I
now afk that Lord’s Pardon for not fpeaking
to him of my Adventure.

p1s:
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H E young Noble-man, after
fome Moments, took his Leave:
I waited on him down; and
when I return'd again to my

Count de G AB AL 15. Tis a thou-
fand Pities, (faid he to me) that that noble Per-
fon, who has juft now left you, muft one Day
be of the Number of the 72 Princes of the Sasnbe-
drimof the new Law; for otherwife, he'd make
a rare Member of the holy Cabala. His Mind
1s profound, clear, vaft, fublime, and bold ; T
caft a F1'mfe for him 1n Gec}mancv while you
were tqlkm;::, together : Here 'tis: I never in my
ine {aw any Thing more happily pointed, and
more indicative of a generous Spirit: See this T
Mother , what Magnanimity fhe gives him.
This ¥ Dmrgbter will procure him the Purple;
a Curfe on them, and Fortune too, for deprnrmg
Us of fuch an Aflociate 5 one that might pofii-
bly out-ftrip even Y ow. " But whereabouts were
we when he came 1n?
You

+ Terms of Geomancy.

Chamber, I found there the “
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- You were {peaking (faid I) of a Saint, whom
I never met with in the Ruman Kalendar, [
think you call'd him Danbuzerus : Oh! I re-
member (reply’d he) I was bidding you put your
felf in the Place of one of your Dottors, and
{uppofe the blefled Danbuzerus coming to open
his Confcience to you, in thefe or the like
Words. ,

S 18, The Fame of your Learning has brought
me from beyond the Mountains: 1 havea {inall
Scruple, which gives me lome Difturbance.
There 1s, in a Mountain of Italy, a Nymph, who
keeps her Court there 5 fhe 1s {ervd by a thou-
{and Nympbs, almoft as beauteous as herlelf; the
is reforted to, from all Parts of the Earth, by
very handfome, very learned, and very worthy
Men ; they love thole Nymphs, and are lov'd by
them ; they lead the charmingeft Life in the
World ; they have very fine Children by thofe
they love; they worfhip the Living Go p 5 they

- hurt no Man ; they expect Immortality, T
was one Day walking upon this Mountain ; the
Regent Nymph was taken with my Perfon ; {he
.makes herfelf vifible, fhews me her delicious
Court. The Sages, perceiving fhe lov'd me, pay
their Refpelts to me, almolt as if T was their
Prince ; they exhort me to give way to the
Sighs and Charms of the Nymph : She tells me
how much fhe fuffers, omits nothing that cou'd
move me, and, in fhort, declares that fhe fhall
die unlefs I confent to love her; and, that if I
love her, fhe will be beholden to me for her
Immortality. The Reafonings of thofe Lear-
- ned Men convincd my Mind, asthe Attractives
of the Nymph won my Heart: I love her, have
very hopeful Children by her; but in the midft

of
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of my Felicity I am fometimes troubled, by
czlling to Mind, that 'tis what the Romifh Church
does not, perhaps, altogether approve of. I am
come, Sir, to advile with You, concerning the
Nature of this fame Nymph, thofe Sages, thofe
Children 3 as likewife upon what Foot I may
ftand, in Point of Confcience. Well, Mr. Do-
&or, what Anfwer woud you make to my Lord
Danbuzerus.

I wou'd fay to him (reply’d I) with all due
Deference to your Lhrd{hi?’s Quality, You are,
my Lord, fomewhat crack’d in the Crown ; or
elfe you are under an Incantation; your Chil-
dren and your Miftrefs, are Imps of the Devil ;
your Sages are Fools, and your Confcience
Cafe-harden d.

With {fuch an Anfwer, my Son, you might
{et up for a Doctor 5 but you wou'd not deferve
to be admitted among us (veply’d the Count,
with a profound Sigh.) Such is the barbarous
Difpofition of all your modern Doctors. A poor
Sylph can no fooner thew his Head, but he’s pre-
{ently taken for a Familiar of Hell : A Nymph
cannot labour to become Immortal, without be-
ing reckon'd an unclean Phantom ; and a Sala-
mander dares not appear, for tear of being taken
for the Dewvil himfelf ; and the pure Flames
which he is composd of, for the infernal Fire
which conftantly attends him. To difpel thefe
mnjurious Sufpicions, 'tis to no Purpofe for them
to make the Sign of the Crofs when they fhew
themfelves ; in vain they bend the Knee at di-
vine Names, and ev'n pronounce them with Re-
verence ; all thefe Precautions fignify nothing;
They do not prevail fo far, as to be reputed no

' Enemies
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- Enemies of God, whom they adore more reli-
gioufly than they do who fly from them.

But to be ferious Sir, ({aid I) do you really
believe there is any great Devotion among thele
fame Sylphs ¢ 'They are extremely devout (an-
{werd he) and mighty zealous for the Deity.
The excellent Difcourfes which they make to
us concerning the divine Effence, and their ad-
mirable Prayers are extraordinary edifying.
What, have they Prayers too, ({faid I) I fthould
be very glad to fee one of their making. You
may be eafily fatisty’d; (reply’d he) and that I
may not produce {uch a one as you may any
ways {ufpect, or think I fram’d it my {elf, you
fhall hear that which the Salamander ( which
gave Anfwers in the Temple of Delphos) was de-
{irous to teach the Pagans, and is recorded by
Porphyrius = It contains a fublime Theology ;
and you'll fee by it, that it’s no Fault of thofe
fage Creatures, 1f Mankind did not adore the
True Go p.
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A Salamanders Praver.

Mmortal, Fternal, Ineffable and Sacred Father of
all Things, who rideft upon the ceaflefs volling
Chariot of the ever-turming World. Thon Ruler

of the Ftherial Plains, whereon is erefled the Throwe
of thy Mightinefs 5 from the Pinnacle whereof thy
awful Eyes difcover all Things, and thy glorions and
boly Ears bear all Things. O bearken to thy Children,
whom thow baft loved from the Birth of Timey for
thy effulgent ond cternal Majefly fhines above the

L Wrld,



24 The Count de G ABA LI S; or,

World, and above the Starry Firmament ; they are
thy Footflool, © thou glittering Fire. There thou
kindleft thy [elf, and entertaineft thy [elf with thy
own Splendor 5 and there flows from thy Effence inex-
bauftible Rivers of Light, with which thy infinite Spi-
vit is fed. That infinite Spirvit produces all Things,
and forms that undrainable Treafure of Matter,
which can never be wanting to the Generation which
always environs it, bEﬂﬂIdf of the smmberlefs Forms
it is impregnated with, and with which thou at the
Beginning filledff it. From this Spirit do likewife
derive their Origin, thofe thrice boly Kings who fland
abaut thy Throne, and who compofe thy Court. O ui-
verfal Father ! O thou only One ! O Parent of mor-
tal and immortal Saints ! Thou baft in particular cre-
ated Powers which are maivelloys, like unto thy eter-
nal Thought and adovable Effence. Thou baft [et
them higher than the Angels, who are Meflengers of
thy Will to the World. Laftly, thou baft created Us,
a third Sort of Sovereigns in the Elements. Our con-
timual Exercife is to praife Thee, and to worfhip th

Defires.  We burn with Defive of poffefing Thee. ({
Father I O moff tender Mother of Mothers! O won-
derful Exemplar of the Sentiments and Tendernefs of
Motbers! O Son, the Flower of all Sons! O Form
of all Forms ! Thou Soul, Spirit, Harmony, and
Number of all Things.

What {ay you to this Prayver of the Salaman-
der’s Is it not very learned, very lofty, and
very devout? Ay, and very obicure too; (re-
ply'd I) T heard it once paraphras'd upon by a
certain Preacher, who made ufe of it to prove
that the Devil, among the reft of his Vices, is
particularly a great Hypocrite. Alafs for ye,
-poor Elementary People! (cry’d the Count) What
Refuge
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Refuge have you to fly to? You fpeak Wonders
concerning the Nature of God, Father, Son, Holy
Ghoft; of tutelary Intelligences, of Angels, Hea-
vens. You form moft excellent Liturgies, and
teach them to Men; and after all, you are no-
thing but a Pack of hypocritical Hobgoblins!

Sir, (interrupted I) I don’t like your apoftro-
phifing thus to thofe People. Well, Son, (re-
ly’d he) dont be afraid, I won’t call them ;
]I:ut, for the future, be cautious of wondring that
you don’t {ee, {o often as you would, Examples
of their Alliance with Men. Alas! where 1s
the Woman whofe Imagination has not been
{poil'd by fome of your Doctors, and who looks
not with Horrour upon fuch a Commerce, and
who trembles not at Sight of a Sylph2 Or where’s
the Man that runs not away when he {ees them,
efpecially if he fets up for a Good Man ? How
rarely do we {ee a night worthy Man defire
their Familiarity ? None but the Rakifh, the
Covetous, the Ambitious, or the Knavifh,
court this Honour, which vet they fhall never
attain to, (O Livinc Gop ) becaufe the
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wildom!
What then becomes of 21l thofe flying Na-
tions, ({faid I) fince honeft Men are {o {et againft
em? Ah! (faid he) the Arm of God is not
fhorten’d, and the Devil does not gather all the
Advantage he expetted from the Ignorance and
Error which he has {catter’d abroad to their Pre-
judice ; for befides that the Philofophers, who
are in great Numbers, apply thereto all the Re-
medy they can, by abfolutely renouncing Wo-
men ; God has given leave to all thefe People,
to make ufe of all the innocent Artifices they

| _can think of to converfe with Men without their

L2 Privity.
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Privity. What's that you fay, Sir, (cry’d L)
What I fay is nothing but Truth. (purfu'd he.)
Do you think a Dog can have Children by 2
Woman ? No, (anfwerd I.) Nor a Monkey ?
(adds he.) Nomore than a Dog, (reply’'d 1) Nor
a Bear? (continu'd he.) Neither Dog, nor Bear,
nor Monkey, ({faild L) it 1s beyond Difpute 1m-
poiffible, utterly againft Nature, Reail;n, and
common Senfe. Very well (faid the Count)
but were not the Kings of the Goths born of a
Bear and a Swedifh Princefs? It is true that Hi-
ftory fays {o, (reply’'d I) And were not the Pe-
gufians and Symmians of India (reply’d he) bornof
a Dog and a Woman ? T have read fo ({aid.I1.)
And that Pertuguefe Woman, (continu'd he) who
beinz expos’d on a defolate Ifland, had Children
by a huge Monkey? Our Divines, Sir, (faid I)
in Anfwer to this, {ay, that the Devil afluming
the Shape of Bealfts You are coming
again (interrupts he ) with the filthy Conceits
of your Authors. Learn then, once for all,
that the Sylphs, {eeing themfelves taken for De-
vils when they appear in humane Shape, as a
Means to leflen thisAverfion Men have for them,
put on the Figure of thofe Anumals; and
{o adjuft themfelves to the whimfical Weaknefs
of Women, who wou'd be afraid of a handfome
Sylph, but are not {o of a Dog or Monkey. I
could tell you {everal Stories of thofe Bolognia
Lap-Dogs, and certain feeming Virgins, but I
have a much greater Secret to communicate to
rou.
; Know, my Son, that many a one takes him-
{elf to be the Son of a Man, when h=’s the Son
of a Sylph. Many a Man thinks he’s with his
Wife, when at the fame Time he is immortali-

zing
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zing fome Nymph, without knowing it. Ma-
ny a Wife fancies the’s embracing her Hufband,
while fhe huggs a Salamonder; and many a
young Wench would {wear, when fhe awakes,
that the’s a Virgin, and yet, during her Sleep,
had an Honour done her fhe little dream’d of.
Thus the Devil and the Ignorant are equally
bobb'd.

How ! ({aid 1 to him) cannot the Devil wake
that young Wench, and hinder the Salamander
from becoming Immortal > He might do {o, (re-
ply’d the Count) but that the Sages take Orders
about 1t: We teach all thofe People how to
tieup the Damons,and with{tand their Attempts.
Did not I tell you t'other Day, that the Sylpbs,
and the other Lords of the Elements, are over-
joy’d when we will pleafe to let them into the
Cabala. Were it not for Us, their mortal Ene-
my, the Devil, wou'd make them very uneafie,
andthe‘y wou'd be hard put to’t to immortalize
themfelves without the Privity of the young
Wenches.

I cannot (reply’d I) {ufficiently wonder at
the profound Ignorance we live in. *Tis gene-
rally believ'd, that the Powers of the Air do
fometimes give a Lift to thofe that are in Love,
and help them to accomplifh their Ends. But the
thing it {eems 1s quite otherwife ; the Powers
of the Air ftand in Need of the Afliftance of
Men 1n their Amours. You have faid it, Son,
(purfird the Count) the Sages lend their Succonr
to thofe poor People, who are too unhappy and
too weak to refift the Devil without fuch Help;
but then, when a Sylph has learn'd from us to
pronounce Cabaliftically the potent Name
NEHMAHMIHAH, and to couple it in

Form
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Form with the delicious Name FLTAEL, all
the Powers of Darknefls betake themfelves to
Flight, and the Sylph goes on in the quiet En_
joyment of what he loves.

In this Manner was Immortaliz'd that ingeni-
cus Sylph, who aflum’d the Figure of a Lover of
a Sevilian Damfel; ’tis a Thing well known.
The young Spaniard was beautiful; but as cruel
as fair. A Caffilian Cavalier, whole Paiffion for
Ker metgwith nothing but Coldnefs, took a Re-
folution to depart one Morning early, without
{aying any Thing, and to travel ’till fuch Time
as he was curd of his fruitlefs Flame. A cer-
tain Sylph, finding the Fair One to his Liking,
thought 1t his beft Way to lay hold of the Op-
portunity : So, arming himfelf with every
Thing that he had learn'd from ome of Us, to -
defeat the Machinations which the Devil, envi-
ous of his Happinefs, might {et on foot againft
him,he goes and vifits the young Lady,under the
Shape of the diftant Lover; he languifhes, he
{ighs, he is rejected ; he prefles, he follicites, he
perfeveres; after fome Months he moves her,
he works upon her, he perfwades her, and at
length is Happy. Their Loves produce a Son,
whofe Birth 1s kept fecret, and utterly unknown
to the Relations, thro’ the Contrivance of the
aerial Paramour. Their Love continues, and 1s
blefs'd with a fecond Pregnancy. Mean while
the Cavalier, cur'd by Abfence, returns to Se-
ville, and, impatient to fee his inhumane Mi-
ftrefs, haftens to tell her, that at length he’s in
a Condition to difpleafe her no longer, and that
he comes to let her know he ceafes to love her.

Figure to yourfelf the young Woman’s Amaze-
ment, her Anfwer, her Tears, her Reproaches,

angd
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and all their furprizing Dialogue. She ftanding
it, that the has made him happy ; he denies it;
fhe, that the Child fhe had by him is in fuch a
Place, and that the’s far gone with another. He
perfifts in difowning it.  She 1s at her Wits-end,
tears her Hair; her Relations, hearing her Ex-
clamations, run in; the afflicted Mother conti-
nues her Complaints and Invettives; ’tis prov’d
that the Gentleman was abfent two Years; the
firft Child is fought for, and 1s found; and the
{econd was born at 1ts Time.

And what Part did the aerial Lover aét all
this while? (faid 1) I know your Thoughts,
(reply’d the Count) you are oftended at his gi-
ving up his Miltre{s to the Severity of Relati-
ons, or the Fury of Inquifitors: But be had
Reafon to complain of ber: She was not devout
enough ; for, you muft know, when thefe Gen-
tlemen are Immortalizd, they labour earneftly,
and live very holily, that they may not lofe
the Right they have newly acquird to the Pof-
{eflion of a {overeign Good. They therefore
will have the Perfon they are ally'd to, live
with an exemplary Innocence, as is plain from
this famous Adventure of a young Bavarion
Lord.

He was inconfolable for the Death of his
Wife, whom he paflionately lovd. A certain
Sylphid was advis'd by one of our Sagesto put on
the Shape of that Wife; fhe did fo, and prefen-
ted her {elf to the afflicted Youth, faying, that
God had reftor'd her to Life to comfort him in
his extream Sorrow. They liv’d together many
Years, and had {everal very fine Children. 'But
the young Spark was not good enough to retain
- the prudent Sylphid ;5 he was us'd to {wear, and

talk
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talk unclean Things; fhe often fchool'd him:
but feeing that her Admonitions were to no pur-
pofe, {he vanifh’d from him one Day, and left
him nothing but her old Petticoat and the Re-
gret of not tollowing her holy Counfels. Thus
you fee, my Child, that the Sylphs have fome-
times reafon to difappear; and you fee too, that
the Devil cannot hinder the People of the Ele-
ments from working out their Immortality,
when they are {ucconrd by any one of our Sa-
oes.
g But, in good earneft, Sir, (reply’d I) are you
perfwaded that the Devil 1s {o great an Enemy
of thofe Seducers of Damfels. A mortal Ene-
my, (faid the Count) efpecially to the Nymphs,
Sylphs, and Salamanders: For as for the Guomes,
they do not hate them altogether {fo much; be-
caufe, as I believe I've told you already, thefe
{ame Gnomes, frighted at the Howlings of the
Devils, which they hear in the Centre of the
Earth, rather chufe to continue mortal, thanto
yun the Rifque of being fo tormented, had the
acquird Immortality, Thence it comes to pafs,
that thofe Guomes, and the Devils their Neigh-
bours, have fome Correfpondence together. The
latter perfwade the Guomes, who are naturally
great Friends to Man, that 'tis doing him very
great Service, and delivering him from a great
Danger, to oblige him to renounce his Immor-
tality. They therefore engage to fupply him
whom they can perfwade to fuch Renunciati-
on, with whatever Money he fhall demand, or
toavert any Danger that may threaten his Life
during a certain Space of Time, or fuch other
Condition as fhall be agreeable to hin who
makes this unhappy Covenant : Thus the Devil,
by
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by the Intervention of this Guome, caufes the
Soul of that Man to become mortal,and deprives
it of the Right to eternal Life.

How! Sir, (cry’d I) do you think thofe Co-
venants, which Demonographers give {o many
Examples of, are made with the Devil? No,
certainly, (reply’d the Count!) Has not the
Prince of the World been driven out? Is he
not fhut up? Is he not ty’'d? Is he not the
terra damnata &5 maledi@a, which 1s left at the
Bottom of the Procefs of the {fupreme Diftiller?
Can he {oar up into the Region of Lizht, and
{catter there his concentred Darknefs? He can
do nothing againft Man. He can only infpire
the Gnomes, who are his Neighbours, to come
and make {uch Propofitions to thofe Men whofe
Salvation he’s moft afraid of, to the end that
their Souls may die with their Bodies.

Thofe Sculs die then, according to you?
(adds 1.) They do die, Child, (reply'd he.) So
then, thofe who enter into {uch Covenants, are
‘not damn’d! (purfi'd I.) They can’t be damn’d ;
(adds he) for their Soul dies with their Body.
Then they come oft very cheaip, (reply’d I) and
are very {lightly punifh’d for {o heinousa Crime
" as renouncing their Baptifin, and the Death of
the Lord.

Do you call it a flight Punifhment (reply’d
the Count) to re-enter into the dark Aby{s of
Non-exiftence; know ’tis a greater pain than to
be damn’d ; that there’s {till a Remnant of Mex-
cy in the Juftice which God exercifes againit
Sinners in Hell; that 'tisa great Favour not
to confume them by the Fire that burns ’em.
Non-Exiftence is a greater Evil than Hell; this
is what the Sages preach to the Guomes, when

M they
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they aflemble them together, to make themn
underftand what Wrong they do themfelves, in
preferring Death to immortality, and Non-ex-
iftence to the Hope of a blefled Eternity, which
they wou'd be in a Capacity of Pofiefling, wou'd
they ally themfelves to Men, without exaéting
from them fuch criminal Renunciations. Some
yield to our Perfwafions, and thofe we marry to
our Daughters.

You theretore Evangelize to the Subterranean
People, Sir, (faid I) Why not ? (reply’d he.) As
well as to the People of the Fire, Air, and Wa-
ter ; Philofophick Charity extends indifferently
to all thofe Children of Ged. As they are more
fubtil and more fharp-fighted than the bulk of
Mankind, they are more docil and capable of
Difcipline, andliftento the divine Truths, with
a Reverence that charms us.

It muft be a charming Sight (cry’d I fmiling)
to fee a Cabalift in the Pulpit, holding forth to
thofe Gentlemen. You fhall have that Satis-
faction, Son, when you will, (faid the Count)
and if you defire 1t, I'll affemble them this
very Evening, and will preach to them towards
Midnight. Midnight! (cryd I) I've heard fay,
that's the Hour of the Witches no&urnal Meet-
ings. The Count began to laugh: Thisputs me
in mind (fays he) of the foolith Stories related
by the Dzmonographers, concerning their Ima-
oinary Meetings of Witches. I'd have You be-
lieve them too; do pray now, for the Rarity of
the Thing. Asfor that Matter (reply’d I) I do
affure you, I believe nothing of the Matter.

You do well, my Child, ({faid he) for once
again, the Devil has not Power to make fuch a
May-game of Mankind, nor to enter into Cng—

tracts
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tyats with Men, much lefs to caufe himfelf to be
worfhip’d by them, as the Inquifitors imagine.
What gave Occafion to that popular Report, 1s
* this: The Sages, as I lately told you, ufe to af-
femble the Inhabitants of the Elements, to
preach to them their Myfteries and Morality ;
and it commonly happening, that {fome Gruome
returns from his grofs Delufion, comprehends
the Horrors of Non-exiftence, and confents to
be Immortaliz’d : We beftow on him a Daugh-
ter; he’s marry’d ; the Nuptials are celebrated
with all the Rejoycing fuitable to fuch a Con-
queft. Thefe are the Dancings and Shouts of
Joy, which Ariffotle {ays, were heard in cer-
tain Iflands, and not a Creature feen. The
mighty Orpheus was the firft who call'd to-
gether thofe fubterranean People. At his firft
Admonition, Sabafius, the antienteft of the
Gomes was immortaliz’d ; and from that Saba-
fius was deriv’d the Name of that Affembly where-
" in the Sages addrefs'd themielves to him while
he liv'd, as 1s apparent from the Hymns of Di-
vine Orpheus. The Ignorant have confounded
Things, and have taken Occafion to make
thereon a thoufand idle Tales ; and to defame
an Affembly which we convene, only for the
'Glory of the fupreme Being.

I cow’d never have imagin’d (faid I) that the
(Sabbat) WNocturnal Meeting of Witches, was an
Affembly of Devotion. And yet it is one (re-
ply’d he{ and a very Holy and very Cabalifti-
cal one toos; tho it is what People wou’d not
be eafily perfwaded to believe. But fuch is the
deplorable Blindnefs of this unjuft Age ; they
yun away with a vulgar Report, and will not
be undeceiv’d. ’Tis m vain fer the Sages to
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talk ; Fools are fooner believid than they. A
Philofopher may, as much as he pleafes, de-
monftrate the Falfity of the Chimeras they have
fram’d to themfelves, and lay down maniteft
Proofs of the contrary : Let his Reafoning be
never fo folid, his own Experience never {o con-
vincing ; it there comes but a Man with a Hood
on, and {ays’ts falfe; Experience and Demon-
ftration no longer go for any thing, and 1t’s out
of Truth’s Power to re-eftablith her Empire.
People fooner believe this Pudding-bag Monk,
than their own Eyes. There has been 1n your -
own Nation a memorable Proof of this popular
Frenzy.

The famous Cabaliflt Zedechias, undertook, du-
ring the Reign of your Pepin, to convince the
World, that the Elements are inhabited by all
thofePeople whofe Nature I havedefcribd to you.
The Expedient he made ufe of was, to advife the
Sylphs to fhew themfelves i the Air to every
body 5 they did fo, in a very pompous Manner,
in humane Shapes; {fometimes rang’d in Order
of Batfle, regularly marching, or ftanding to
their Arms, or encampt under magnificent
Tents: Sometimes on board aerial Ships of a
marvellous Struéture, failing up and down, as
it pleas’d the Zephirs to drive them. What
happen’d upon this? Do you think that That 1g-
norant Age wou'd fo much as reafon upon the
Nature of thefe marvellous Speftacles ? The
People prefently took it for granted, that fome
Magicians had taken Poflellion of the Air, in
order to raife Tempefts in it, and to pour down
Storms of Hail upon the Fruits of the Earth.
The Students, the Divines, and the Lawyers
forn fell in with the People’s Opinion : The

: Emperors
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Emperors believd it too ; and fo far went this
ridiculous Chimera, that the wife Charlemagne,
and after him, Louis the Debonaire inflicted grie-
vous Penalties on all thofe pretended Tyrants
of the Air. . You may {ee an Account ot this,
in the firft Chapter ot the Capitularies of thofe
two Emperors.

The Sylphs {eeing the Populace, the Pedants,
and Crown'd Heads themf{elves {o outrageous a-
gainft them, refolv’d (in order to deftroy the
evil Opinion that was had of their innocent
Fleet) to take up Men into the Air, and carry
’em to let ’em fee their handfome Wives, their
Republick, their Manner of Government; and
then to fet them down again upon the Farth,
in divers Places : They did fo. The People
{eeing thefe Men, as they were defcending,
flock’d to them from all Parts, and having a
Notion that they were Magicians, detach’d
from their Companions, to come and f{catter
Poifon upon the Corn and in the Rivers and
Springs : According to the Fury which fuch
Imaginations are apt to infpire, they dragg'd
thefe innocent Men to Goal. 'Tis incredible
what Numbers of them were cut off by Fire
and Water thro'out the Kingdom.

It fell ont, that one Day among others, at
Lyons, were feen defcending from thofe Aerial
Ships, three Men and one Woman: The whole
City flocks round thems make an outcry that
they are Magicians, and that they were fent by
Grimoaldus Duke of Bewevestum, Charlemagne’s F-
nemy, to deftroy their Harveft. In vain the
four Innocents pleaded that they were their
Country-men ; that they had been lately car-
ry'd away by miraculous Men, who had fhewn

em
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"em unheard of Wonders, and defird them to
give a Relation of ’em. The befotted Populace
gives no Ear to their Defence, and they were
going to caft them into the Fire; when the
good Man Agobardus, Bifhop of Lyon, who had
acquird 4 great Authority being a Monk in that
City, ran in at the Noife, and having heard
the Accufation on one Side, and the Juftification
on tother, gravely pronounc’d that they were
both falfe. That it was not true, that thofe
Men fell from the Sky, and that, what they
faid they had {een there, was impoflible.

The People believ'd good Father Agobard, be-
fore their own Eyes; were appeasd; fet at Li-
berty the four Ambaffadors 0}? the Sylphs 5 and
receiv d with Admiration, the Book which A4-
gobard wrote to confirm the Sentence he had gi-
ven. Thus the Teftimony of thefe four Wit-
nefles was render'd vain.

However, as they efcap'd with their Lives,
they were free to relate what they had feen;
which was not altogether without its Fruits
for if you call to Mind, the Age of Charlemagne
was fruitful in Heroic Perfonages; which fhews
that the Woman, who had been with the Sylpbs,
found credit with the Ladies of thofe Times;
and that by the Grace of God a great many
Sylphs were immortalliz’d ; many Sylphids too
became immortal, by the recital which thofe
three Men made of their Beauty ; which oblig’d
the People of thofe Times to apply themfelves
a little to Philofophy 3 and from hence came all
thofe Hiftories of Fairies, which you find in
the Love-Legends of Charlemagne's Age, and
the following. Thefe pretended Fairies were
thing but Sylpbids and Nymphs, Did you eve{;i
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read thofe Hiftories of Heroes and Fairies > No,
Sir, (faid 1.)

I'm forry for't, (replyd he) for they would
have given you {ome Idea of the Condition to
which the Sages are refolv’d one Day to reduce
the World.

Thofe Heroick Men, thofe Amours of Nyupbs,
thofe Voyages to the Terreftrial Paradife, thofe
Palaces and inchanted Groves, and all the char-
. ming Adventures that happen there; all this is
nothing but a faint Sketch of the Life led by
the Sages, and of what the World will be when
they {hall caufe Sagery torgign therein. Nothing
but Heroes {thall be feen in 1ty the leaft of our
Children fhall have the Strength of Zoreafires,
Apollonius, or Melchifedech; and moft of them
will be as accomplifh’d as the Children Adam
won'd have had by Ewve, if he had not finn'd
with her.

Did not you tell me, Sir, (interrupted I) that
God would not that 4dam and Eve {hould have
Children, that 4dam was to meddle with none
but Sylphids, and that Eve was to have to do on-
ly with Sylpbs or Selamanders ¢ It 1s true, (faid
the Count) they were not to have had Children
in the Way they afterwards had them. Then,
Sir, (continued I) your Cabala empowers Man
and Wife to get Children otherwife than in the
ordinary Method? Tt does fo, reply’d he. Then,
pray Sir, teach me that Mcthod, (faid 1) Not
to Day, (anfwerd he, fmiling) I have a
Mind to revenge the People of the Elements,
for your being fo hard to be undeceiv’d concer-
ning their pretended Devilry. Tdoubt not but
by this Time youre recover'd from your Panick

Terrors, I leave you therefore, that you may
' have
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‘have Leifure to meditate and deliberate in the
* Prefence of God, to which Species of the Ele-
mentary Subftances it will beft {uit with his
Glory, and your own Salvation, to communi-
cate your Jmmortality.

Mean while I'll goand recolleét my Thoughts
a little, in Order to the Dilcourfe which you
have made me defirous of holding this N:ght
with the Guomes. Go, ({aid I) and expound to ‘em
fome Chapter of Averroes. Something like that
may be doney (faid the Count) for I intend to
preach to’em the Excellence of Man, to incline
them to court his Alliance. And Averroes, af-
ter Ariffotle, held two Things, which ’twill be
fit I clear up, one on the Nature of the Un-
derftanding, and the other on the Supreme
Good. He fays there's but one created Under-
ftanding, which 1s the Image of the Uncrea-
ted, and that this fole Underftanding is fuffici-
ent for all Men ; thisrequires explaining. And
as for the Supreme Good, Averroes {ays, it con-
{iftsin the Converfation of Angels, which is
not Cabaliftick enough; for Man, even in this
Life, can, and is created to enjoy God, as you
will one of thele Days underftand and experi-
ence when you're rank’d among the Sages.

Thus ended the DISCOURSE of
the Count de GAB AL 1S.
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