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nate, which you think proper to
term it, as to have been brought up -
a Scholar. - |
Scoff not when we dwell {fo much
upon Scholarfhip ; for I would have
thee know, whether thou thinkeft

_proper to believe me or not, that had

it not been for the four Branches

~of Learning abovementioned, thou’

wouldeft nothave been {fmoaking that
Pipe of right Virginia, which in all
Probability (whether thou art a Far-
mer in the Country, or a Mechanic
in London) thou art now moft pom-
poufly blowing to Afhes: Neither
would that cEarming Bowl of Rum
and Brandy Punch mixed, have wait-
ed at thy Elbow to infpire thee with
generous Sentiments (which Punch,
let me tell thee, if thou drinkeft in
Moderation, may keep thee from the
Ague, if thou liveft in the Hundreds
of Effex.)—Nay, thou wouldeft not

a 2 even
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'~ is more difficult to be found out than

is generally imagined : Error is eafily
fallen into; by fo much the eafier as
the Odds are againft us: For in the
Difquifition of any Point, there are
numberlefs Wrongs, but there is only:
one Right. Numberlefs Falthoods
and Errors may be raifed about any
T hmg, but Truth is invariable, and

- remains the fame to all Eternity.

The following Sheets will not con-
tain many philefophical Terms ; we
fhall rather avoid fuch aStep as would
hinder a great Part of our Readers
from under{tanding us, and fhall en-
deavour to explain ourfelves by fuch
Methods as the meaneft Capacity
will be able to comprehend. More-
over, all fuch Subjeéts will be avoided
as may interfere with any religious
Tengts, it not being the Intention of
this Pamphlet to deprive Men of
their Reft, by tearing from their Con-

{ciences






( vii )

INTRODUCTION.

HE third Error is one which Sir

Thomas Brown has taken Notice of ;
and it muft be acknowledged, that the in-
ferting of it here was a Miftake. However,
we hope that it will be excufed, fince it
is feven Years fince the Author of this lit=
tle Pamphlet had the Pleafure of reading »
Part of Dr. Brown’s Vulgar Errors, and then
he didnot fee that Error; it being not re-
gularly placed among the others, but in a
feparate Detachment from the main Bo-
dy. Notwithftanding the general Per{pi-
cuity of this Author, we are apt to think
that he never heard a Bittern himfelf, but
only went by Hearfay with refpect to the
Noife which is made by that Bird, however
skilled he fthews himielf in the Anatomy of
it. He {ays, that it differs but little from
the croaking of a Raven. We can affure
the Read-r, that neither the Noife it makes
when it draws in the Air, nor the Sound 1t
gives when it throws it out again, have the
leaft Refemkblance to the Croaking of a Ra-
ven,as he calls it.

A












VULGAR ERRORS. it

ftrong enough, and he need not fear
klllmg at any Diftance. As to the Recoil
it would give, if the Gunner was a ftrong;
Country Gentleman; dénd a keen Sportf{-
man, and an Englifhman, it would be
the leaft of his Thoughts whether it
ftruck him a- great Blow or a {mall one.

_ But to the Point: There is no bette;
Way of finding out the proper Charge
of a Gun, than by the Report it gives.
If there is too much Powder and too lit-
tle Shot, the Report will be a kind of 2
deep Roar ; if too liftle Powder and too
much Shot, it will be an infignificant,
fhort, narrow Smack ; but ifit is charged
properly, the Report will be a {mart;
fhrill Clap, fomething refembling Than-
der.
" 'This is the Reafon why the Report of
4 Sportfman’s Gun is fo differént from
that of a Field-Keeper’s. The Ficld-
Keeper has, or ought to have, no'Shot in
his Piece; the Sportfman’s is properly
Toaded: | :
B 4 Fr






VULGAR ERRORS. 13

Now it feems unaccountable, how a

Bird fhould fit upon her Eggs ona Treey
and yet her Feet appear to a Spetator
below. Forany Perfon who takes Notice
of a Bird fitting upon her Eggs, will
find that fhe doubles them up under her,
and that they are hid among her Fea-
thers and the Eggs; fo that if this is the
Cafe, there can be no other Way of fce=
ing her Feet, but by a Hole through the
Bottom of the Neft.

Bat this is not the Cafe with the He=
ron, nor the Bittern, another Bird refem=
bling the Heron. When thefe Birds fi¢
upon their Nefts, their Legs lie firaight
out behind them, in a Line parallel to
the Plain of the Horizon, in the fame
Pofture as when they fly. This accounts
for the "Pheenomenon of the Feet ap=
pearing on the outfide of the Neft.

Thefe Birds have Legs of a remarkable
Length, as every one muft know, for
they are a very common Bird; and

when






VULGAR ERRORS. 13
¥ Heronry, he will be convinced of the
Truth of what has been faid, by ocular
Demontftration.  But I would not advife
him to do it when there are young ones.

As the Bittern has been mentioned in
this Se&ion, it will not be amifs to put
in a Word or two concerning an Error,
which pafles very current” in Countries
where this Bird is found, and which we
may venture to affert is cqually fabulous
with the former. It is,

111L.

That the Bittern puts bis Bill or Beak
into a Reed, and that the Reed
gives, by the Breath and Motswn of
the Beak of the Bird, that deep and
loud Note which we fo ﬁ*ﬁqﬂmn’y
hear bim make as be lics in a Fenn.

This Bird, on Account of the Noife
he makes, which is much fuch a one as if
a Perfon was to exprefs the Word Bump
m a deep Note, is in many Countries

called






VULGAR ERRORS. 17
dnother vulgar Error, which fuppofes,
that the prefent Times are more luxurious
than the paft.  For to convince us of this
Miftake, we neced go no farther than the
aforefaid Book, and there we fhall find,.
that as much Money was laid out, (in
Proportion to the Scarcity of Goin in
thofe Times) upon the Funeral of one of
thofe Abbats, as in the prefent Age will
pay the Expences of a whole College for
a Twelvemonth.

But toreturnto our Bitterns : That they
were efteemed very delicate eating at
that Time; is plain, by their being ferved
up at {o fplendid an Entertainment; and
we think it may be called another vulgar
Error, in 2 Farmer to fuffer fo fine a Bird
to lic upon his Dunghill, while he and
his Wife and Family are regaling upon
reftie Bacon ; which, as great an Error as
itis, I have known done, and 2 Perfon
who knew the Value of the Bird, has
taken the Bittern from off the Dunghili,
and drefled it, and made a delicious

Meal,
C But
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given by an Animal, that may be heard

four or five Miles off, in a {till Evening,

The moft probable Conjecture is, that
the Noifc is made by the Animal it{elf,
with the Affiftance of Nature alone; and
we {hall have the more Reafon to be of
that Opinion, if we examine the Throat
of the Eird, which is of fo uncommon a
Size, that a moderate: Hand ~would go
down it,

Now a Sound given from the Wind-
pipe into fuch a Cavern as this, may very
probably be the Caufe of this deep Tone.
It a&ts upon the fame Principle as when
a Perfon clofes his Lips, and founds a
deep Note with his Voice.  Perhaps af-
ter the Reader has made the Experiment,
(as in all Probability he will do) he may
be convinced that it is a vulgar Error,
to fuppofe that a Bittern puts his' Bezk
into a Reed, when he makes that re-
markable Noife which is heard in 2a
Fenn, '

G a Tt






VULGAR ERRORS. 21

made a dead Point at it. T cameup as fi-
. Yent as poflible, to take a View of it, but
to my great Surprize, nothing was to be
feen.

There was indeed fomething which ap-
peared long, like two green Weeds lying
among the Grafs, and there wasfomething
like a large Spot of dryed Grafs or I'I:wa
a little before them.

While I was looking at the Place, the
Dog, being out of Patience, feized Hold
of this Pheenomenon, which proved to be
no other than the Bittern itfelf: Thofe
Things which feemed to be green Weeds,
were it’s Legs extended at the full Lengl:h
behind the Bird, as it lay quite flat upon
it’s Belly ; and that broad Spot of brown
or dried Grafs was the Body, with the
Wings extended to their full Stretch, quite
flat upon the Ground, which, I believe,
formed as compleat a Deceptio Vifis as
any Thing in Natuge.

Thus
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VULGAR ERRORS. 23
Patt of Pneumatics which is called Har-
monics, of this Miftake, it will be necef-
{ary juft to give a fhort Account of the
Caufe of Sound in ftringed Inftruments.

In the fuft Place, all Sound proceeds
from Undulations in the Air, which is an
elaftic Fluid ;and with regard to thefe Un-

dulations, is much of the {ame Nature as
Water, which isanother Fluid, but differs

from Air in many Refpeits. Now when
a Perfon throws a Stone into Water, thefe
Undulations or Waves are raifed in the
Fluid for fome Diftance, by the Force and
Adtion of one Wave upon another. This
is the Cafe with regard to Sound ; only the
Air being an elaftic Fluid, thefe Undula-
tions are more quick and brisk in their
Mctions than in Water. So much for
Sound itfelf. INow for the Caufe of this

Sound, or of thefe Undulations.

Thefe Undulations are caufed by the
Vibration of fome elaftic Body, which is
put into Motion by a Stroke of another
Body againtt it. It muft be an elaftic Bo-

dy,
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called a Pendulum, and that Motion back=
wards and forwards is called its Vibration 3
it is upon this Principle that elaftic Bodies
are the Caufe of Sound. It will be beft
illuftrated in 2 Mufical Infirument, befides
that is the Point in Hand ; and to be more
to the Point ftill, we will fuppofe it a Vio-

-lin, though any other ftringed Inftrument

would anfwer the fame End.

Here we have four Strings firetched out
upon a Bridge, or thin Piece of Woced,
which communicates to the Belly of the
Inftrument, from which Belly the greateft
Part of the Tone proceeds. Now a String
drawn tight at bothEnds, when it 1s ftruck,
will have a Vibration or tremulous Motion,
which Vibration, or tremulous Motion,

alts upon the fame Principle asa Pendu=
lum does ina Cycloid, or, to {peak as plain

- as poffible, as a Pendulum does when it is

put into it’s proper Motion.

Itis upon this Principle of Vibration
then, or tremulous Motion,thatthe Sturing

D of
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approve of what is here difcuffed, thou
wilt, if thou art a good-natured honeft
Fellow, pafs by alittle Incorreétnefs ; for
what elfe can a Man hope for in a Book
which treats of nothing but Blunders?
However the two following Setions may
afford thee fome Entertainment, if thou
art a Man of Learning, and if thou art
not a Man of Learning, they will give
thee fome Inftrution ; and to tell thee the

* Truth, the Subje& of them is {o Philofo-

phical, thatif we were not fully convinced
of the Truth of what will be alledged, we
fhould be afraid to undertake it.

For in this little Pamphlet, Philofophy
will be avoided as much as poflible, that
is, it never will be introduced at all, un-
lefs it is abfolutely neceflary to call in it’s
Aid,in order to prove the Truth of any
Thing which fhall be afferted. But to
the Point; which is, to reltify the vul-
gar Error, which {uppofes, that the far-
ther a Perfon goes South, the hotter will
be the Climate.

This
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VULGAR ERRORS. 33
Centurion were in fome Uneafinefs about
the Heat of the Climate, which they ex=
pected they were toundergo, when they
came to that Part of the Alquator which
is near the American Coaft, upon the
South Sea; but that when they came un-
der the Line, inftead of thofe fcalding
Winds which fometimes blow in im-
menfely hot Climates, they were agreea-
bly furprized with the fofteft Zephyrs
imaginable; and that, inftead of being
fcorched by the perpendicular Rays of
the Sun, they had a fine Covering of thin
grey Clouds over their  Heads, and juft
enough of them to fetve for a Screeny
without looking diark and difagreeable.
Many other Beauties of the Climate the .
Author deferibes, which need not be
mentioned here, as it is eafy to {ce the
BOG‘kl

Hedccounts for the extraordinary Mild=
fiefs of the Climate in Words to this Pur-
pofe :

¥ “ There






" VULGAR ERRORS 35
of wife Defign in the Author of Nature is
no where more confpicuous than in thefe
Inftances of his Care for the Prefervation
of the animal Syftem. What could we
have expeéted more than Mountains of
Snow in Greenland? And even in thoft
frozen Regions we have as great Inftances
of the {fame Providence: When the
Springs are all frozen up, in that {evere
Climate, they have fometimes, even in
the middle of Winter, fuch mild South
Winds as ferve to thaw the Snow, {o as to
caufc Water to fettle in the Valleys, and
to run under the Ice in Quantities large
enough to ferve the Purpofes of animal
Life; not to mention the great Quantitics
of Timber which the Surf of the Sea brings
upon that Coaft, from other Countries;
without which the Inhabitants would
have no Firing, nor Timber for theiy
Huts, nor Shafts for their Arrows, as
there are no Trees in that Country.

And now I hope it will not be thought
too bold an Analogy if we prefume to fay,

that as, contrary to all Expectation, at the
E2 Aquator
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of Navigators, who are failing paft the

Coait, atr a great Diftance.  This Inftance
only ferves to fhew, that we may be quite
ignorant of the Nature of the Soil which
is under the Pole ; we cannot tell whether
it confifts of Mountains or Caverns, fiery
Volcanos or craggy Rocks, of Ice, Land,
or Water, cultivated Ficlds or barren De-
larts.

What has been {aid will {eem Iefs
ftrange, if we look back into the Notions
which the Ancients had of the Torrid
Zone. ltisnot long fince it was thought,
that only the Temperate Zone on this
Side the Aquator was habitable; {o faz
were they from attempting to find out
another Temperate Zone beyond the A~
quator, that nobody dare approach near
the Line, for Fear of being roafted alive.
This is the true State of the Cafe ; and if
it be {o that the Ancients were, for fuch a
vaft Number of Years, under a miftaken
Notion, concerning the Poflibility of liv-
ing under or near the Line, why may not
we, who are neither more daring nor more

| Ingenious






VULGAR ERRORS. 3¢
Spheroid ; itis not exadly round, neither
isit oval, but (if I may make Ufe of the
Comparifon) more in the Shape of a
Turnip.

Now the Climate is hotter at the A+
quator than in high Latitudes, on Ac-
count of the Inclination of the Poles to
the Sun, as has been faid before : What I
would urge is, that the Surface of the
Earth, at ten Degrees on this Side of the
Poles, is as much or nearly as much in-
clined to the Plain of the Ecliptic as the
Poles them{elves.

If that is the Cafe, no Reafon can be
given why the Poles thould be colder than
Greenland, where, if we may believe the
Accounts of Navigators, though in the
Winter the Cold is fo intenfe as to freeze
Brandy, yet, inthe middle of Summer it
is fometimes fo hot, that People have
beenglad to ftrip off their Cloaths, for an
Hour or two in a Day, in order to go
through their Work. But to return to
the Surmife, that the Poles are no coldeg

than
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likewife to move the Line D along with
it to the Point E, which would make a
larger Angle, and in that Cafe the Sur-
face of the Earth at the Pole B would be
more inclined to the Plain of the Ecliptic
than it is, and confequently it would be

. colder, as the Caufe of Heat and Cold in

different Parts of the Globe is owing to
the Inclination of the Poles to the Plain
of the Ecliptic, and not to the Diftance of
the Sun frof the Earth at the different
Seafons of the Year; for if that was the
Cafe, we. thould have colder Weather in
July than we have in December, the Sun
being rather nearer tous in Winter than

in Summer.

I hope that this little Philofophical
Effort; which has been made here,
will not be looked upon as unfeafonably
introduced in this Place; and I likewile
hope, that while T gaze with Wonder on
the ftupendous Frame of the Univerde,
T fhall not be thought prefumptuous in
having taken a little Suryey of one of
the Wheels, *which duly performs. it’s

L Revolutions
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VULGAR ERRORS 43
there is always fomething left behind in
the Still, out of which it is impoflible to
extract any more Juices; that the Chy-
mifts call Caput Mortuum. This Caput
Mortuum is of no Service, and is entirely
void of all thofe Salts and Spirits with
which every other Subftance on the Sug-
face of the Earth abounds more or lefs.

The Sun adls upon Bodies much in the
Nature of a Still. He, by his Heat, caufcs
the Vapours of all Kinds, which any Sub-
ftance contains, to afcend out of their Re-
fidences into the Atmofphere, to {fome
little Height, from whence either the
Wind carrics them, if there is any, or if
there is no Wind, they fall down again
upon the Earth by their own Weight,
at Sun-fet, and are what is called Dew.

Since this is the Cafe, and the Sun alts
upon Bodics in the fame Manner asa Still,
we fhould take Carc not to make Caput
Mortuum of our Hay, by ex pofing it too
long to his Rays; for by that Means we
fhall extract from it moft of thoft Salt: and

Fa Spinits
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VULGAR ERRORS. 3;;3
withal much played upon in England,
and at the fame Time being powerful
and capable of any Expreffion which the
Performer pleafes to give it, is commonly
made Ufe of at Balls and Affemblics ; by
which Means it has annexed the Idea of
Merriment and Jollity to itfclf, in the
Minds of thofe, who have been {o happy
as to be Caperers to thofe fprightly Eng-
lith Airs, called Country Dances.

The Organ, on the other Hand, being
not cafily moved on Account of it’s Size,
and expenfive on Account of the compli-
cated Machinery which is neceffary to the
Conftru&tion of it, is not convenient for
Country Dances; and at the fame Time
being loud, capable of playing full Pieces
of Mufic, Chorufes, Services, &c. is made
Ue of in moft Churches where the Inha-

bitants can afford to purchaie this fine In-
ftrument.

Neverthelefs, notwithftanding thefe
great Advantages, two or three Violins
and a Bafs; are more capable of perform-

lﬂg
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ing any folemn Hymn or Anthem than
an Organ ; for the Violin, as has been
before obferved, is capable of great Ex-

preffion, but efpecially it is moft exqui-
fitely happy in that grave and refigned
Air, which the common Singing-Pfalms
ought to be played with. When the
Bow is properly made Ufe of, there isa
Solemnity in the Strokes of it, which is
peculiar. to itfelfl And on the other
Hand, on Account of the Convenience of
Keys for the Readinefs of Execution, no-
thing can be more adapted to the Perform-
ance of a Country-Dance, than an Organ.

For the Truth of which Affertion I ap-
peal to thofe who have been fo often
agrecably furprized with thofe {fprightly’
Allegros, in the Country=Dance Style,
with which many Organifts think fit to
entertain the Ladies, in the middle of
Divine Service. W

If Jack Latten is played at all, it is

Jack Latten ftill, whether it be played in

Church or in an Aflembly Room ; and I

am only {urprized, that People can fo ob-

{tinately

)
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ftinately perfift in the Denial of a Thing,.
concerning the Truth of which it lies
in their Power to be convinced eyery
Sunday.

IX. |
That the Organ and Harpfichord aré
the two Principal Infiruments, and
that other Infiruments are inferior
29 them in a Concert.

Notwithftanding the great Advantage
which thefe Inftruments have of playing
feveral Parts together, there is neverthe-
lefs one Imperfection which they have, or
rather they want one, or more properly a
thoufand Beauties contained in one Word 3
which is no lefs material an Article than
that of Expreffion.

There is no Word more frequently in
the Mouths of all Sorts of Performers, than
this of Expreilion; and we may venture

to affirm, that it isas little undeyftood as
any
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Tdea of the Meaning of the Word; the
Beauties of which Poem, though they are
enough to hurry any Man away from his
Subjedt, fhall not be difcuffed at prefent,
not being to the Point in Hand. We
fhall only make Ufe of an Inftance or
two out of it, to illuftrate what has been

faid.

Handel was {o {enfible of it’s being ca-
pable, by the Help of Mufical Sounds,
of raifing thofe very Paflions in the Hearts
of the Audience, which Dryden fables
Alexander to have felt by the mafterly
Hand of Timotheus, that, by {etting it
to Mufic, he has himfelf boldly ftepped
into the Place of Timotheus.

In this Performance called Alexander’s
Feaft, it may ecafily be difcerned, that
Expreffion does not confift in the Staccato

only, or in any onc Power or Manner of
playing. For Inftance this Air,

Softly fweet in Lydian Meafures, &e.
would be quite ruined by playing it Stac-
cato; and again,

G Revenge,
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Arts and Sciences, my Knowledge is vain
if I am without the Virtue of Charity,
and my Works will have no Force, and
will in that Refpect refemble the Cymbal,
which, though it makes a tinkling, and
plays the Notes, yct is deftitute’ of the
main Article Expreflion. For we muft
not fuppoie, that {o refined a Scholar as
St. Paul was, could have fuch a {ettled
Contempt for the Science of Mufic, as to
make Ufe of it even as a Simile for what
is trifling. We may venture to think,
that the Apoftic alluded to that Want of
Power in the Cymbal to move the Paffions,
which other Inftruments have,

This is the very Cafe with the modern
Harpfichord 5 it is very pretty, notwith-
ftanding it’s Imperfections, with Regard
to the Change of Keys. (of which more
in it’s Place.) But no one can fay, that
it {peaks to his Paflions like thofe Inftru-
ments which have fo immediate a Con-
neétion with the Finger of the Performer,
as to found juft in the Manner which he
directs.

&9 Tn
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In that Cafe the Powers are great ; you
have the Numbers of Graces which have
Names to them, and the flill greater Num=
ber which have none; you have the
Staccato and the Slur, the Swell and the
Smotzato, and the Softenuto, and a great
Variety of other Embellifhments, which
are as neceffary as Light and Shade in

Painting.

- 'To convince the Reader of this, let him
hear any Mafter play Handel’s Song,
Pious Orgies, pions Airs,upon the Or-
gan or Harpfichord, and he will find,
that, though it will appear to be Harmo-
ny, yet it will want that Meaning, and
(not to make Ufe of the Word too often)
Expreflion, which itis intended to have
given it by the Word Softenuto, which
Mr. Handel has placed at the Beginning

of the Symphony.

Now a fine Performer upon the Violin
or Hautboy, with a Bafs to accompany

him, will give it that Softenuto, even with
greater
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greater Strength than the human Voice

itfelf, if poffible.

I by no Means intend to debafe that
noble and folemn Inftrument the Organ,
nor the Wonders that are done upon it,
nor the great Merit of the Performers who
execute them, by what has been here faid ;
only to difcufs a little upon the Perfec-
tions and Imperfections of different Inftru-
ments, as the more the ImperfeGions of an
Inftrument are looked into, the more
likely is the Ingenuity of Mechanics one
Day or other to rectify them,

X.
That every different Key in Mufic ought =
to have a different Effelt ox Sound.

This is an Error which belongs chiefly
to thofe who play a little upon the Harp-
fichord ; it arifes from the Imperfection
of their Inftrument.  As a greater Num-
ber of Keys would be inconvenient to
the Performer, they are obliged to make

one
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VULGAR ERRORS. 3ss
ent Keys upon any particular Inftrument
may found, we will venture to affirm,
that any Piece of Mufic, let it be fet in
what Key it will, either is not tiue Com=
pofition, or is performed badly, if it does
not {found fmoeoth and harmonious.

For though we do agree, that Variety
is.grateful in this Cafe as well as in others,
yet that Variety ought to be introduced
with as little Tnconvenience as poflible.
When we thift our Scenes, we fhould order
the Carpenters to make as little Noife in
the Execution of it as they can help, and
take Care that the Pullies are all well
oiled. For fhall any Man entertain me,
by making a moft hideous jarring Difcord
before he begins what he intends to be
Harmony? It is asabfurd as for a Lady to
take you half a dozen Boxes on the Ear,
before fhe permits you to falute her, and
then to tell you fhe only did it, that yon
might have a more lively Apprehenfion of
the exquifite Happinefs: which her unpa-
rallelled Charms fhould very {oon make
you fenfible of,

We
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We may apprehend the Difference of
perfe¢t and imperfect Inftruments, by
liftening to a Harpfichord, when any Mu-
fic, where the Key changes often, is
played, and to a fine Band, fuch as the
Playhoufe or the Opera. We fhall find,
in the latter, that the Compofer has taken
Care to make every Tranfition quite
{mooth and harmonious ; and that tho’
the Mufic be ever {o cromatic, yet it ne=
ver departs from it’s melodious Effeét.
Whereas in anOrgan or Harpfichord, even
the greateft Performers cannot avoid a dif=
agrecable Roughnefs in complicated Har-
mony. Neverthelefs, as has been before
obferved, we muft acknowledge the Or-
ganto have Powers which other Inftru~
ments have not.

XI.
That a Piece of Mufic which bas Flats
Jet before it, tsin a Flat Key on that
Account, and vice verfa with Sharps.

'This is fo well known to be an Error,
by all thofe who have arrived at any Pro-
ficiency
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ficiency in Mufic, that'very little need be
faid about it; however, it is a very com:
mon Error.

A Key isnot conftituted flat or fharp,
by having Flats or Sharps at the Begin-
ning of the Piece of Mufic; but it de-
pends upon the third Note upwards from
that Note in which the Mufic is com-
pofed. For Inftance, if the Piece is com-
poled in D, and we find that F is natural,
or only half a Note from E, then it isin
a flat, or flat third, Key ; if F is fharp, or
a whole Note above E, then the Piece of
Mufic is compofed in a fharp third Key.
But as there are fo many Books extant
about Thorough Bafs, which give a full
Account of this, it will be needlefs to fay .
any more about it, only to mention it as
an Error, among other Errors. The
Reader fhall not be tired any more with
Mufic at prefent, buat for Vaiiety we will
fhift the Scene a little while.

H : %1l
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Since it muft be no lefs than 3 Miracle
which caufes an Apparition, I fhall pro-
cced, without any Scruple, to prove that
there is no fuch Thing in Nature really
exifting.

Of all the Errors with which the Brains
of Mankind have been troubled, there is
none of fuch ancient Standing as this.
We have Ghofts and Hobgoblins even in
Homer ; not that there is Reafon to fuf=
peét that Homer ever believed in them
himfelf’; he feemed too well verfed in the
real Pheenomena of Nature, to entertain
any {uch chimerical Dreamsas Truth ; for
Dreams they are, and no better: the true
Somnia Fatum of the Ancients; handed
down to Pofterity, even to thefe enlight-
ened Times. How many horrible Nights
have been paffed in cold Sweats, by other-
wife very fenfible People, owing to no-
thing elfe but the Apprehenfions which
they have had of thele no-exifting Gen-
try ! How was even the Metropolis itfelf

terrified the other Day, by the Scratching
H a Ghoft
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the dead or dying Perfon fome Time after
the real Aétion of fecing him.

"This will account for moft of thofe po=
fitive Affertions, which we may hear in
any Village, of the {eeing the Apparitions
of People after they are dead, or juft be-
fore they die, ’tisall one. We very fel-
dom hear of any fuch Thing in Town,
which correfponds with what has been
faid; for in Town it is {o common to have
Deaths and Funerals, &c. that People are
no more affected with the Sight of a dead
Man than a living one. But the Cafc is
quite different in Villages. A Village with
fifty Houfes in it, fitvated in a wholefome
Country, fhall not have above one Perfon
die in a Year; this makes {fuch a Stir,
that all the old Women in the Town muft
have a Peep 4t the deceafed, as he lies in
his Coffin, with his Shroud on ; which
Alteration of Appearance in the dead Per-
fon, from what they remember him, a
little while fince, leaves {fucl an Impref=
fion upon the Retinas of thefc cld Wo-

men, that ’tis ten to one but {ome of them
think
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Roman Catholic Times found it neceffary
to put upon their Flock, in order to keep
up their Credit.

Chymiftry was the Study of thofe
Times, and Le&ures were given in them
at the Univerfities, as frequently as they
are in Philofophy at prefent. It is for
this Reafon, I apprehend, that Shake-
{peare introduces Friar Lawrence, a Stu-
dent in a Convent or Roman Catholic
College, with feveral Kiads of Herbs in
a Basket, the particular Virtues of which
ke {cems perfectly to underftand, and
which he is going to extra&t from them,
for phyfical Ufes: Had Shakefpeare
lived in thefe Times, moft likely he
would have introduced him with a Qua-
drant, a Globe, or a Prifm, or {fome other
Philofophical Inftrument. Now thoie
who have not {een fome little of Chy=-
miftry, have no Notioa of the Wounders
that are to be done by it ; and thefe crafty
Priefts knew fo well how to make Ule of
~their Ayt to the beft Advantage, that
theycould frighten a whole Villaze, when-

Jh‘bh‘ &
j T eyer
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nefs of the Times, cr would tell fome
Story about Apparitions; in the middle
-of which another would run againft the
‘Candle, asif by Accident, and put it out.
As foon as the Candle is out, another of
.them pretends to have found out this Fi-
‘gure upon the Wall, which will appear
like Fire. You may guefs the Surprize of
the poor Country People, at fecing the
Old Gentleman upon the Wall.=—~They
all take to their-Heels. Inthe mean Time,
to improve their Ideas, another of the
Confederates féts Fire to Brimflone, or
fome other flinking Combufiible, and
‘pops it againdt all their Nofcs, as they run
‘out of Doors; and after thefe two power-
ful Senfations of fecing and fmelling, it
would be quite impoffible, by any Argu-
ments, to perfuade any of the Company,
that they had not atually feen the Prince
of Darknefs. By thefc and fuch like
Arts, the Roman Catholic Priefts fo long
kept this now well-delivered Country un-
der their Subjection.

Though
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Though this Account appears ridicu-
lous enough, the Effe&t which fuch Sort
of Pranks have upon the weak Minds of
‘Women and Children, are very ierious;
and the Ideas which are received at this
Time of Life, make fuch an Impreffion
upon fome People, that they are unable to
get the better of their Apprehenfions,
- eyen when they grow up.

I know a Perfon of the firft Senfe, and
a great Scholar, who retains thefe Stories
fo ftrong in his Memory, that he dare as
well put his Fingers into the Old Lion’s
Mouth at the Tower, as go upto a Mo-
nument, which ftands in a certain Chapel
in this Univerfity, after it is dark; not
that he really believes any Thing would
hurt him there ; neverthelefs he declares
he cannot get the better of it. And I
make no Doubt, that not only this Gen-
tleman, but Thoufands more of his Maje-
fty’s good and bold Subjeéts, are in the
fame Way.
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I look upon our Sailors, to care as little
what becomes of themfelves, as any Set of
People under the Sun ; and yet no People
are fo much terrified at the Thoughts of
an Apparition. Their Sea Songs are full
of them ; they firmly believe their Exift-
ence; and honeft Jack Tar fhall be more
frightened at a glimmering of the Moon
upon the Tackling of the Ship, than he
would be if a Frenchman was to clap a
Blunderbuds to his Head.

I was told a Story by an Officer in the
Navy, which may not be foreign to the
Purpofe.

About half a Dozen of the Sailors on
board a Man of War, took it into their

Heads, that there was a Ghoft in the Ship;
and being asked by the Captain, what

Reafon they had to apprehend 'any fuch
Thing, they told him, that they were {ure
there was a Ghoft, for they imelt him.
"The Captain at firft laughed at them, and
«called them a Parcel of Lubbers, and ad-

vifed
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that People difturb themfelves in this
Manner, with {uch groundlefs and unphi=
lofophical Apprehenfions. However, a
great deal may be {aid in Favour of Men,
troubled with the Scurvy, the Concomi-
tants of which Diforder; arc generally
Faintingsand the Hip, and Horrors with-
out any Ground for them; which leads me

to fay fomething upon an Error, relative
to that Sea Diforder, the Scurvy-

| X1II. EAp
That Rleeding is proper for a Patient,
wha is apt to be fick in a Morning.

The firft Perfon I heard remark this
Error, was ant old Phyfician, who, though
he had but little Practice; on Account of
his travelling Difpofition, was neverthelefs
i Man of great Speculation. He had

been three Times over the Alps on Foot 3
and was in many Refpects, a curious Man,

The Company did not®feem to take
much Notice of his Remark, becaufe he
K cer-
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Operations; and by that Means, were un-
able to give their Contents, that quick -
{pirited Moticn, which is required, to
keep them in the upper Parts of the
Body; and that, by the Blood being
fuffered to fall down to the lower Parts
of the Body, the Head, Heart, and other
Vital Parts, were left deftitute of that
'Fluid, which is {o neceflary for the Pre-
fervation of Life. 'This he proves, by
the fudden Change which is caufed in Pa-
tients, afflicted with the Scurvy, on alter-
ing their Pofition. If, fays he, you caufe
a Patient to be raifed up in hisHammock,
though before he was in very good Spi-
-rits (a Thing peculiar to the Sea Scurvy,
even in the laft Stages of it, at Times) he
will faint immediately ; if you lay him in
an inclined Pofture, he will recover again.
And he gives this Reafon for it, viz. that
the Blood fettles downwards, in the fame
Manner, as Humours do in a Dropfy,
when the Patient is erect ; and that it re-
turns again, when he is fupine; and
by that Means, it re-invigorates thofc
Parts, which were diftreffed by its Ab-

. K2 fence,
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with their Profeflion; only, as I have
known fome Accidents happen in this
Cafe, by not regular-bred Practioners, L
hope they will pardon the Liberty, which
is here taken.

If any Perfon fhould here objed, that I
. have confounded the Land Scurvy with
the Sea Scurvy, without making any
Diftinc¢tion between the two Diforders;
1 anfwer, that though they may be differ-
ent in fome Refpects, yet they are very
near related ; and morcover, that with
Refpect to the Faintings in a Morning,
they are the fame, and the Faintings pro-
ceed from the fame Caufe in both.  "Their
Caufes may be different, and yet their
Effects be very fimilar; or, till all the
Caufes of the Sea Scurvy are clearly found
oat, it is not pofiible to fay, that they do
not both proceed from the fame Caufe.
For I fuppoft it will be allowed, that the
Tand Scurvy generally proceeds from too
high Living, from falt Diet, from too
much animal Food, from too little Exer-

cife, &c, Now let us examine into the
Sea
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Sca Scurvy. ‘They are {ubje@ to thefe
Inconveniences in a greater Degree at Sea
than they are at Land : In the firft Place,
in long Voyages they have nothing but
{alt Provifions; then they have no Greens ;
all animal Diet, except a little dried Bif-
cuit; and then though it muft beallowed,
that in a Gale of Wind they have Trou-
ble enough to work the Ship, and by that
Means receive proper Exercife, yet at
other Times, when they have fallen in
with the Trade Winds, they fometimes
have no Employ for Months together ;
and (by the bye) any one, who takes No-
tice of Voyages, will find that it is at thofe
Times, when the Scurvy does the moft
Mifchief. It is then that the Ship be-
comes almoft a Prifon. For when they go
up aloft, the Air, by it's Friction, braces
their Nerves, clears away the bad Va-
pours, creates an Appetite, and ftrength~
ens their Joints; but when a Ship is go-
ing before a fine Gale of Wind, {o fteady
as the Trade Winds are, the Men have no
Employ, and having no Occalion to go
aloft, either loll upon Deck in the Day-
Time,
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Time, or {leep in their Hammocks at
Night.

We do not infift here, that there is no
Difference between the Land and Sea
Scurvy, or that there are no other Rea-
fons for the Sea Scurvy than are here men-=
tioned. We know that {fome other Cau-
fes are affigned, as the being {o long ab=
fent from Land, and thereby receiving
none of thofe Vapours, which, coming out
of the Earth, may be neceffary for the
Prefervation of a Land Animal, &ec. and
thefe Caufes likewife may correfpond
with the former, here mentioned.

We fhall now beg Leave to offer a lit-
tle Scheme, for hindering the Progrefs of
the Sea Scurvy, which however we do
not infift upon, having no great Opinion

of any Bropofition, which we ftart new of
our own,

What I would propofe is, fome Help
or Relief to a Ship, when the is on a long
Voyage, and failing before a Trade Wind,

and
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We will endeavour to explain our Mean<
ing, by a Cork fwimming down aCurrent
of Water.

If any one thiows 4 Cork into 4 Stream
of Water, he will find that the Cork will
be attended, during its Progrefs down the
Stream; by the fame Particles of theFluid,
which it happened to fall upon, when it
firft fet off ; notwithftanding, it changes
its Poﬁtion, with regard to the Surface of
the Earth. This is the Cafe with a Ship,
{ailing before the Wind ; fhe receives no=
thing near the Quantity of Air, upon her
Sides and between her Decks, in 4 full
Wind, that fthe does, when the Wind is
upon her Beam, or on ore Side of her;
which may be demonftrated, by a {econd
Experiment upon the Cork in the Water.

If any one takes a Cork, and ties a long
Thread to it, and throws it into 2 Strfam,
he will find, that the Cork, when he draws
it fideways along the Stream, changes its
Place in the Water every Inch he draws it.
This is {o plain, that there is no Occaficn

L )
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a great Hindrance to the Progreﬁ of the

Scurvy ?

The Scheme is only this plain and cafy
one, viz. thatwhena Sflip is upon a long
Voyage, before a Trade Wind, the Cap-
tain once a Day fhould give Oxders, to
- lay her upon a Side-Wind, or a Quarter’s
Wind, if he thinks it more fafe, for about
a League or two, during which Tack, he
may open the Port=holes of her Windward
Side ; and after going a League or two in
that Manner, fhe might be tacked about
and laid apon her other Side; and by do-
ing this, he would {weeten every Corner
of the Ship, and at the fame Time exer-
cife his Men. Now, though this Practice
would retard him a little in his Voyage,
would it not be better to lofe a little
Time, and bring a Ship’s Crew Home in
foleratle good Plight,than ta have half of
them dead, before they get to the End of
their Vﬂyage ? I am f3r fram infifting, that
thisScheme wouldanfwerthe End ; all that
I know is, that if I was Captainof a Ship,
I would try ; and if it anfivered no End,

By it
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Simile, when they intended to deferibe any
Thing that was rapid in it’s Motion,

Horace, for one, was {o fond of it, that
he has introduced itinto his elegant Ode,
Otinm Divos, e, |

Scandit wrataswitiofa Naves,

Cura ; nec Turmas Equitum relingusd

Ocyor Cervis, et agente Nymbos

Ocyor Euro.

However, one would think, that if he
was determined to compare Wind to an
Idea or Senfation in the human Mind, he
might have thought of one more fwift in
it's Motions. For though the Eaft Wind
is a_heavy Wind, and lays very keen
Hold of a Sail, as being cold, and there-
fore more condenfed, and ‘moving
with greater Moment, on Account of
it's Weight ; yet I am very much miftaken
if we have any Eaft Winds, that travel
near fo faft as the South-Weft Winds
which we havein March ; nay, fo far is
it from being fiift, that when it is fet in,
Wwe may feel it blow againft our Bodies,

: with
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thers and Straws, which have no Power
to refift it's Force, and muft be hurried
away with the {ame Velocity as the Wind
itfelf. We may eafily try the Experi-
ment, by throwing Feathers from off a
Church Steeple, or any high Place; and
we fhall find, that though they will be
hurried off at a great Rate, yet not fo
{wift as a Pigeon upon her full Stretch.
Thole who are at Sea have a much better
Opportunity of obferving it's Motions
than Landmen : Nothing is more com-
mon, than to fee that the Wind has
chopped about, by it’s Afion upon the
Sails of a Ship at a great Diftance off ; and
it is a long Time before it reaches the Sails
of the Ship from whencé it is firft difco-
vered ; and even when a Storm is {een
coming at a Diftance, they have Time
enough to reeve the Sails, and lic in a
Pofture to receive it. It would be very
caly at Land, to take an exa&t Meafure of
the Velocity of any Wind, by watching
it when 1t firft comes. It might be done
in this Manner, viz. by taking the exa&
Diftance of all the Churches in the Neigh-

bourhood

7
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g XV.
That there is now, or éver was, fuch
a Science as Affrolygy.

© Reader, when thou doft perufe this
Book, I would have thee {enfible of the
intrinfic Value of Truth ; one fingle Page
of this ineftimable Commodity, is worth
a Thoufand Volumes of Liesi 1do not
intend to impofe upon thee, and lead thee
aftray, and laugh at thee afterwards;
even as the Egyptian Priefts of old did
deceive theit Flock, and at the fame Time
did laugh at them, for worfhipping the
monftrous Idols, which werethe Compofi-
tions of their own Craft. Thouwou!deft
hardly believe that thefe Tdolatets vere fo
grofsly impofed upon, as to be induced to
worfhip Garlick'and Onions; and yet, wet
have: Accounts, that if the Pricfts of thofe
Tintes did fix their Eyes upona good Crop
of thofe Vegetables, they could very eafily
rank them amongft the Number of theit
Gods; and, by that Means, render them

M un-






VULGAR ERRORS. o1
thou hadft never been able to come at the
Knowledge of Truth, and had been as ig-
norant as thofe Idolatrous Egyptians
before mentioned ; who, while the Pricits
were ftudying the real Sciénce of Aftrono-
my, kept the Laity in the dark, and ama-
zed them with the falfe Science of Aftro-
logy ; making them believe that they
could foretell all Things which fhould
happen to them and their Families, by
their Knowledge ‘of the Stars; and per-
fuading them, that the Stars had an In-
fluence upon the Lives and Fortunes of
Individuals; introducing the Jargon of
being born under particular Planets, and
the like. 'To all which their Impolitions
they gained the greater Credit, by being
able to calculate, and therefore to foretell
the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon; which
Phenomena of Nature they ufed to explain
1o as to anfwer their own finifter Views;
conftruing the common Motions and Ap-
pearances of the Heavenly Bodies, into
Prodigies and Wonders; fortelling the
Deaths of thofe they hated, and taking
the Opportunity of that Time of Confter-

M2 na~
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they arrive at the Metropolis, They are
firuck with the Grandeur of the Place,
and on that Account keep their Heads up
in the Air, as if they were contemplating
fome Pheenomenon in the Heavens. Then
theirCloaths, being calculated forStrength
and Wear, are {pun thick, which gives
them a {tiff, aukward Gait, and this is
not a little augmented by the robuft La=
bour which they daily undergo, and the
great Burthens, of different Sorts, which
they are continually obliged to bear,
through the Courfe of their Farming Bufi-
nefs. This Aukwardnefs, joined to an Ab=
fence, which the Contemplation of any
Thing fine is fure to beget, malkes high
Diverfion for the Londoners, and they are
apt to put many Tricks upon them, as
Clowns, which the Countrymen (being
Strangers to the Place) eafily fall into;
upon which Account, thofe Urban Mobi-
lity, are apt to tax them with Want of
Quicknefs of Apprehenfion.

But,
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verfion to crowned Heads by the Spright-
linefs of their Wit. So that we apprehend
the Word Clown, in it’s original Meaning,
does not fignify an aukward Lout, but a
bright, quick Fellow, who does more by
his natural Parts, than by the Help of
Education. From hence it was that Coun-
trymen came to be called Clowns. They
were found, upon Examination, to be
much brighter and fharper than they ap-
peared to be at firft Sights

We have a true Specimcn of one of thefe
Kind of Geniufes, in The fourney to
London, in the Chara&er of John Mmd}' 3
who, though he was bewildered in the
Hurry and Buftle of London, and broke
his Coach, and loft his Monkey, yet we
find John has Senfe enough to make juft
Ob{eivations upon his Mafter’s Condud,
as well as his Miftre(s’s ; and, no Doubt,
had John been a real Charader, inftead of
a fictitious one, he would have wifhed in
his Heart, that he had had the Offender,
who broke his Coach, before his Mafter as
a Juftice of the Peace, at his own Quarter

Scllions
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fuch Perfeion, as to point at a Partridge
for two Hours together ; as it will be ne-
ceflary, in order to confute the Error.

There are different Kinds of Pointers,
fome are of Spanifh Extra&ion, fome Por-
tugue{e, fome French, and I have lately
heard of a rough Breed from Germany 5 in
the Weft of England, and in Wales, they
malke them of Englifh Spaniels, but as that
is done by meer Dint of Correction, we fhall
pafs them over in Silence; though they are

eftcemed excellent when they are well
broke.

What we fhall endeavout to explain is,
how it comes to pafs, that a real true bred
Pointer, fhall point or ftand at his Game,
for a fhort Time, without having any In-
ftructions given him at all by any Perfon,

I apprehend, that a Pointer, if he was in

a State of Nature; .wild in the Woods and
Ficlds, would procure his Suftenance in
this Manner: He would beat about, rill
e came upon the Scent of fomething
N wiich
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mayelt eafily know the Situation of a
Pointer, by confulting thy own Breaft.
It will be objected, that a Pointer wild in
the Woods, could not fupport himfelf, at
all Times of the Year, by catching Game.
In anfwer to which, I fay, that it is the
Cold which hinders Game from breed-
ing continually. Now in Portugal, and
thofe other warm Countries, of which
thefe Dogs are Natives, the Objection of
Cold is removed, and for that Reafon
there always will be, cither young Par-
tridges, or Young Pheafants, or Leverets,
&c. upon which a Pointer might live all
the Year round, though the old ones
would prove too quick for him. It will
be no Objection, neither, to {ay, that a true
bred Pointer will not break or tear his
Game; for that is owing to the Care which
is taken, not to let him play with a Bird
too long, after it is fhot, when he is fir{t
entered ; for if once a Dog has a Tafte
of the Blood, and gets a Habit of break~
ing his Game, it will be almoft impoffible
to cure him eof it again.

N 2 It
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It is the Nature of moft Animals of
Prey, to play with their Game before they
devour it. Every one muft have obferved
how a Cat plays with a Moufc, before fhe
difpatches it : It is a Kind of a Sufpen-
fion of the Pleafure, which they promife
themfelves, in the devouring fo delicious
a Morfel. And though Human Nature is
apt to refle& upon the other Parts of the
Creation for Cruelty, he is not a bit bet-
ter himfelf; for what Angler is not fen~
fible of the high Pleafure of having a
Trout at his Line? which he fuffersto
flounce and {pring in the Water much
longer than he has Occafion, to which vi-
olent Pain and Fright of the Fifh he gives
the Name of fine Sport. Not to mention
hunting an Animal to Death by Inches,
with Hounds, when he might take a Gun,
and difpatch it in a Second. The Truth
is, no Animal can be taxed with Cruelty,
{olong as he purfues the Dictates of his
Nature, |

Since
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Since then it isthe Nature of moft Ani-
mals to play with their Game before they
difpatch it, we may conclude, thatif a
young Pointer does not devour his Game
when it is {hot to him, it is only becaufe
we do not give him Time enough, and
that, like other Animals of Prey, it is not
his Manner to do it immediately.

Having fhewn that a Pointer is an Ani-
mal whofe Prey is Game, we may con-
clude, that a young Dog makes that {ud-
den Stop when he comes upon Game, for
the {ame Reafon that a Cat {flops before
the leaps upon a Sparrow; viz. that he may
dart the furer upon them when he docs
leap.

As to the Article of holding up his Foot,
it entirely depends upon what Pofition his
Legs happen to be in, when his Noie firft
catches the full Scent of the Birds; he
{ftands in a convulfed Situation; and what=
ever Pofture a Legis in, at the Time of
his firft being fure of the Scent, in that

Attitude
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tifed only in Country Schools, where the
Matfters of them know no better. At Ea-
ton and Wefltminfier, that foolifh Cuftom
has been abolithed for fome Time; at Ea-
ton efpecially, they perfe&t themfelves in
their Leflons out of School, and only
come Into School torepeat them. And,
not to mention, how greatly the freth Air
contributes towards clearing the Head, as
all Students muft have obferved; the
very Thoughts of Liberty, and the know=
ing that after they have done with their
Leflons, they can follow their Amufc-
ments, is enough to make them apply with
double Diligence to what they arc about :
It isa Kind of Fighting for Liberty in that
Cafe. Whereas, when a Boy is confined to
School for a whole Day together, he has
no Encouragement to exert himfelf in the
Caufe of Liberty; for when he has fought
his Battle bravely, and gone through all
the Dangers of his Campaign, he is no
nearer to his withed-for Mark, Liberty,
than the dulleft Boy at the lower End of
School.  But this leads me to another
Error, (viz.)

XIX.
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VULGAR ERRORS. o7
And I make no Doubt, but asthe World
grows wifer, they will reduce Grammar
into a fhorter Compafs ftill than ever has
been done yet. The Grounds of Mufick,
are to the full asdry as the Rules of Latin
Grammar; and it was formerly a great
Work to teach Youth the Rules of Compo-
fition: Neverthelefs, they have lately
found out a2 much fhorter Way of going to
Work, and every one now begins to havea
lirtle Smattering of Compofition; which
they attain to by reading thofe little Pam-
phlets, which have been wrote lately upon
that Subject.

I heard a Gentleman fay, that he learn-
ed more of Compofition, by reading a little
thort Thing of Pafquali’s, than he could
acquire by having a Mafter, who taught
by the old Method, in a couple of Years:
It is the very fame in Grammar, and in-
deed, itis the lame in all Sciences. There
is an eafy Way of doing every Thing, if
we could but find it out ; and if any Thing
appears difficult, it is, becaufc weare ina

wrong Method.
02 That
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For though this Lord was pretty plain.
in his Expreffions, and his Compofition is
quite Spzritofo, yet his Works may rather
be {aid to inftruét a Perfon in the Science of
Wickednefs, than to ftir him up to it.

The Cafe is very different with regard to
fuch a Whiter as Ovid. He had the great
Advantage of calling in the Religion of the
Times to his Afliftance, when he had a
mind to be morz wicked than ordinary: He
could make the moft lewd and profligate
Scencs appear facred Myfteries, by giving
them the pious Title of the Rites of
Venus. Then there is a ' Softnefs
through all his Works, which attacks the
Heart with a feeming harmlefs Familiarity,
and differs very much from the Air of Ro-
chefter ; whofe Strokes may be compared
to the fmutty onecs which Hogarth has
given us, in fome of his Paintings ; while
thofe of Ovid have the alluring Attitude
cf a Venus de Medicis,

Par-
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ancient Romans, who were, if poflible,
more lafcivious than the modern ; as Rome
was at that Time of a larger Extent, and
more wealthy, and confequently more able
to carry on the Schemes of Vice, than at

prefent.

When Ovid wrote, the Romans might be
faid to be at the Height of their Luxury,
in which they were not a little improved
by their Eaftern Expeditions. And tho’
Ovid’s Epiftles, which are more ufually
taught at School, than his other Works;
are modeft enough in themfelves, and
would be preper enough for grown up Peo-
ple to rcad, being nothing but a polite
Correfpondence between Lovers of Dif=
tinction ; yet there is fomething fo tender
in the Style of them, that they are apt to
give Youth a Turn for Love Affairs, rather
fooner than they would have, if Nature
was left to itfelfs

For tho’ the foil of England is fertile,
and it may be called a fine, flourithing
Country ; yet, the Weather we have here

15
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VULGAR ERRORS. 113
extin ; and allowing that former Ages
excelled the prefent in Painting in general,
yet, What are thefe few Polite Arts ? They
are quite infignificant, when compared to
the vaft Improvements, which have been
made in many other really ufeful Branches:
In Agriculture, in Navigation, in War,
in gaining Settlements in foreign Countries,
in Trading to thofe Settlements, in Print-

. ing, in carrying on Correfpondence by
Pofts, in Roads, in Carriages, in the
Breed of Horfes, in Manufa&ures, and
'in numberlefs other Articles, too tedious
' to mention.

Tt muft be acknowledged, that for all
thefe Improvements, we are obliged to the
Arts and Sciences. They are as it were
the firft moving Force of Power in any
Country; and if we take a Survey of all
the Nations of the Earth, we fhall find,
" that thofe Monarchs, whoencourage Learn-
ing, and fupport Academies, are able to
extend their Dominions farther than thofe,
who, by a total Attention to Military Dif-
cipline, (though even that too depends up;n

P2 the
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forgot in this Kingdow, and we, by that
Means, lofe the Art of exerting that
Force, which muft keep up the Dignity of
Fngland over her Colonies; who knows
(which Heaven avert!) but America may
{ec her{elf the Miftrefs of the World, and
the Seat of Empire, whilft we are reduced
once more to the State of unletter’d Sa-
vages; and fhallin vain difcharge our fee-
ble Arrows, and caft our ill-direéted Jave-
lins, againft the Sides of their perhaps Five
Hundred Gun Shipsof War : Or the great
Mogul, with his prodigious Armies, for
Want of thefe Arts and Sciences above-
mentioned, and for no other Reafon, may
one Day or other find himfelf dethroned
by a Prince, who will be ableto reach him,
though his Dominions do lie on the other
Side of an unfathomable Sea.

And if thefe Viciffitudes thould in Pro-
cets of "Time happen, they will be no other
than what have been before. What is be-
come of Paimyra? Where:is Troy ? The
ftately Palaces of Troy are wemoved into
the peaceful Habitation of the once Arca-

| dian
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we will venture to make it the Sub-
je& of the next Chapter. And We think
it isan Error to athrm,

' XXIIL

Zhat the Mufical Compofition of this
prefent Age is inferior to that of
the laft.

Though we are very fenfible that we
fhall have a Multitude of Mcuths open
againft us, for being {o hardy as to af-
fert what will be the Conteats of this
Chapter, and fhall be exclaimed againit
by many, who never yet came to the
Knowledge of any other Mufic than Co-
relli’s Sonatas, which muft indeed be al-
lowed to be almoft the Foundation of Mu-
fic; and though all thofe Performers who
live in the Country, and either through
Bufinefs at Home, or other Reafons, have
not had the Opportunity of hearing the
beft modern Mulic performed in Town,
and having tried fome of the worft of
it over by themfclves, upon their In-

ftrumegts,
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Without mentioning the Names fo the
Compofers, or the Names of their Mufic,
we fhall endeavour to give itome {ubftin-
tial Reafons, ‘why the prefent Compofi-
tion, fhould excel that of thofe, who wrote
in thofe Times when Mafters were but
newly become acquainted with the Laws
of Harmony- :

The Cafe is the {fame in Mufic as it is
in all other Matters ; we find that all Arts
have the greater Improvements made in
them, the longer they have been intro-
duced into any Country, and the more
they are followed. This is natural; be=’
caufe the more Hands a Science has to go
through, the greater Chance it has to meet
with Men of Ingenuity in its Progrefs,’
who may forward it towards Perfeétion.
W hat a {ofry Appearance would an ancient’
Galley make againft onc of ‘our Firft-rate
Men of War, either in Sailing of Fightihg ?
Or if it had been poflible for Julius Czfar,
with all his Romans, when they invaded
Britain, to have met with a Forty Gun
Ship, they would have been a!l funk by a

Q few
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But there is another Reafon why the
modern Mufic fhould excel the ancient;
and that is, the Differenct in the Make and
and Length of the Bow with which a
Violin ts ftruck. Violins are the Sinews of
a Concert ; they are, as it were, the mzin
Body of a Band of Mufic’; they aie the
Roman Legions of the Army; while the
other Inftruments are Slingers, Archers,
and Light=horfe. Now in the Time of
Corelli, who muit be allowed to be the Fa-
ther of Harmony, the Bows were not above
half fo long as they are at prefent, neither
were they {o well fhaped, cither at the
Heel or Point, nor had they the Spring
which the Bows now made have. So that
a Piece of Mufic which is calculated {or
the modern Manner of Bowing, could not
~ have gone off fo well in former Times:
They had not the Power of {welling a
Note out, ' in Imitation of the Human
Vaice, which may be done with a2 modern
Bow:; and the old Bows were {o auk-
wardly made, that they could not be held

at
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deted his *Windows to be fhut up, that the
Sound of them might not be heard in his
Houfe, And if the old Poct is a little fe-
vere in this Place, he does it principally
with an Intention to diveft the Audience of
any Compaflion, which might otherwife
be flirred up in their Minds by the Mis-
fortunes which will attend Shylock in the
following Scenes; and by that Means the
Plot turns out according to the With of the
Spectators.  This is one of thofe Prepara-
tions of the enfuing Scene for which Shake-
{peare is o notorious, and which may be
obferved in all his Plays. But to return
to our Subject; it feems that thofe People
who have Organs for the Reception of Mu-
fical Sounds, are affected with {uch Paffions
as the Compofer of good Mulfic intends to
excite in them. And we believe thar the
Conftitution of a Hearer may be moulded
and formed into various Shapes by the dif=
ferent Airs which he hears ; and moreover,

R ' if
* What are thefe Matks 2 Hear you me, Jeffica,

L‘.‘-;ﬁ LJF oy i} Wrs, i:Lu-! ".'i'l.:.:n 3O |.1L'...1.|. tlie L3 i,
And the vile Sgueaking of the Wag-uwk™d EBue, &e.
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I mention thefe two common Songs, be-
caufe they are what every Reader is capa--
ble of digefting, and on that Account are
more proper for the Purpofe than any of
thofe Songs out of Operas, which are not
generally known,

But we beg Leave here to make a necef=
fary Diftinétion between two ldeas, which
are fometimes confounded together, and
which is apt to lead People into this Er-
ror as much as any Thing,

Tt would be very proper in us, before
we prejudice ourfelvesagaindt any Art or
Sciciice, to be quite clear in the Objeétions
which we raife againft it; we thould be cer-
tain that they are juft, and founded upon
good Giounds. Some People are apt to
confound the Idea of raifing the fofter Paf-
fions, which have their Refidence in our
Nature, with the Idea of Effeminacy,
which, as I faid before, are quite diftinét.
We have an Inftance of the Palfion of Pity
“in the well known Picture of Bellifarius.
The Hero, who ftands in the dejected At-

R 2 titude,
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titude, appears to be very much foftened
by the Misfortunes and Diftrefs to which
~ he fees Bellifarius reduced ; and yet no
one will fay that he is an effeminate Fel-
low for it; on the contrary, it will be al-
Iowed that he fhews a Greatnefs of Soul;
he is ftruck with a contemplative Sorrow
at the Misfortunes of a General, whofe in-
vincible Courage and great Worth he him-
{elf had been Witnefs of. And Bravery
in Diftrefs is not only the Subject of Paint<
ing, butit is the conitant Theme of Mu-
fic: The Operas and Oratorios are full of
it; and though the Misfortunes of the He-
roes which are the Subje@ of them do
foften, yet it is not fuch a Kind of Softnefs
as to beget any Effeminacy, but of a con-
trary Nature, and is fuch a Senfation as an
ordinary Hearer will perceive at the Begin-
ning of this common Song, which is;
well enough in its Way.

How Iittle do the Landmen know,

Hhat we poor Satlors feel,

Hhen Seas do roar, and Hinds do
- blvwy ;
" But we have Hearts of Steel.

If
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If we are to be moved by {uch a Song as
this, what fhall we feel at fome of the
mafterly Strokes of Handel in his Oratorio
of Samfon.

Total Eclipfe, no Sun, no Monn,

All dark, amidft the Blaze of Nooa.
One would think, by the refigned Solem-
nity of this following Movement,

Bring the Laurel, bring the Bays, &c.
that he had been reading Milton’s Paradife
Toft as well as the Samdon Agoniftes. This
feems to be the very Mufic of the fallen
Angels, where he fays, they made Ufe of
foft Airs, which infpired true Heroic Bia-
very, and which he prefers to the noify,
as it was the Cauft of a lafting, fixed, and
referved Courage. -~ Milton fays, that as
foon as the Colours were difplayed, they
marched to the Sound of Flutes and foft
Recorders:
“ Anon they mive
In perfest Phalanx, to the Dorian Movd
Of Flutes and foft Recorders 5 fuch as
rais’d
To Height of nobleft Temper Heroes vld
Arming to battley, and inflead of Rage
Lic=
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that all the Songs in them are Love Songs.
No one will fay that Quilici with his Bafs
Voice, in the Character of Athridates,
acted an effeminate Part ; he was one of the
principal Charaters, and acted the Part of a
Tyrant, to which the Mufic was excellent-
ly adapted, which was greatly fct off by
his deep Voice and the proper Carriage of
his Perfon: So when Mattei orders her
General to be difarmed, the Majefty of a
Queen is admirably fupported. Operds
are like other Performances of Entertain-
ment ; they confift of the {ublime, the
cruel, the tender, the diftrefled, the amo-
rous; in fhort, they muft have Variety of
Scenes and Incidents in orderto make them
pleale the Audience, and are like other
Dramatic Pieces, not to be taxed with any
particular Style or Mode of Acting, but
confit of fuch Scenes, Plots, Mufic, and
Decorations, as are moft likely to give En-
tainment to an Audience.

We by no Means defend the Tmpropriety
of a Squeaking Hero, and think thar it is 1
Pity it cannot be altered ; however, that

Im-
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forced to look out for a Rhyme, which
muft, in Spite of every Thing that can bé
faid in Favour of it, be exceeding laborious.

And notwithftanding Poets endeavour
to hide this Labour and Pains they have
been at, and affeét to have fet down their
firft Thonghts, yet, as Horace obferves,
the foul Copy of a good Writer will always
have a great Number of Blots and Altera=
tions in it : This is true of all Poetical Com-~
pofition 5 but a2 Poem which is wro'e in
Rhyme, muft, according to the Nature of
the Thing, be more laboured than one that is
not. And even Prior himfelf, whotc Works
are allowed to be all Eafe and Elegance, is
faid to have taken more Pains with his Com-
* pofition, than any other Writer of Eminence.
‘That very Eafe and Elegance, which we
perceive in the beft Poets, is the Refult
of great Pains and Study, and is no other
than a judicious Choice of Words and
Phrafes, till th:y have found fome thit
will {uit. And however a Toctical Au-
thor may boatt of writing his firft Thoughts,

S we
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may obferve, that {uch Poetry as confifts
of thofe Numbers which are leaft confied
in their Metre, is generally the moft 1pi-
rited and {ublimie. We bave an Inftance of
this in the Writings of Pindar, a Poet of
whofe Abilities, Horace gives an Ac-
¢ount in his Ode, = |

Pindaram quifquis, Ec.
And indeed we have no Occafion to go
any farther for Examples of excellent Poe-
try wrote in Profe, than fome of the Plays
in our own Language ; Ben John{on, Con-
greve, and many more who wrote in Profe,
are neverthelefs ranked among the Poets.

Reader, when thou feeft any Thing in
this Book which thou didft know before,
it is hoped thou wilt be fo candid as to con-
fider, that although thou art {enfible of the
Errors of other People, yet they them-
felves may not be fenfible of them : Yes,
even thou, O! profound Philofopher ! may-
eft have fome miftaken Notions of thy
own; for what mortal Man can pretend to .
fuch Knowledge as never to be miftaken?
And w¢ ouriclves, while we are endeavour-

ing=
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ing to rectify the Errors of others in this
Book, are as likely to be miftaken as any
Body.

However, there is one Reafon why a
Work of this Nature is likely to give fome
Entertainment; it treats of {uch Variety
of Subjedts, that there is Matter for Argu-
mentation in every Page. And it may be
obferved too perhaps, that it treats of more
Subjects than the Author himielf feems to
underftand; which we do very readily ac-
Knowledge: And ifa Profeffor in any of
the " different Branches which are here
treated of, who is better verfed in the
Nature of the Subject than the Author,
thinks proper to rectify any Miftake
which may be here made, and doesit ina
Liberal Way, we fhall not take it amifs,
but perhaps may endeavour to anfwer him,
if we fhould ftill differ from him in our
Opirion. | |

On the other Hand, we fhall be under
no great Apprehenfions from the Criticiims
of fuch Readers who have not good Nature
enough to be entertained wita the Matter

of






VULGAR ERRORS. 143
and is praétifed by the Boors or Peafants in
Holland; the other is calculated entirely
for Amuﬁ:menr, and anfwers the End of
Shining upon the Ice, and therefore is
fuited for Gentlemen near Towns upon
Canals, and broad Pieces of Water.  The
firft of thefe Methods is performed by
throwing the Body into {uch an ereét Pof-
ture inclining a little upon the Qutfide of
the Scate, and drawing in the Hip gradu-
ally, as will defcribe a {mall Curve vpon tte
Ice 5 this Prattice of Scating eafes the In-
fide of the Thigh, and refts it in {uch a
Manner as to allow it Time to repain
Strength for the next Stroke, and there-
fure is very ufeful in long Journies; or elfe as
to the Article of Swiftnets, a ftraight Line
will carry a Perfon on fafter than a Curve,
becaufe while he is defcribing a Curve he
has more Ground to run over.

The other Method of Scating, which is
known in England by the Name of Rolling,
is done upon the fame Principle as the for-
mer, only as you have no Occalion for Ex-
pedition,you haye an Opportunity of dwe 1=

1N
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ing longer upon your Strokes, andtaking
your Time ; by which Means, inflcad of
defcribing a {mall Curve, you defcribe a
latpe:oneacy b .

It will be neceflary to explain the Caufe
of this Motion, before we can make the
Reader fenfible of what we intend to fay.

All Bodies that are put into Motion up~
on the Surface of the Earth, are acted upon
by two Forces 3 namely, a Projedtile.
Force and a Centripetal Force. The Pro-.
jectile Force is that which is: given it by
the Hand or Strength of any Perion, and
the Centripetal Force is that which.caufes:
all Bodies to feek rhe Center of the Earth.:
For Inftance, when a Stone is caft into the-
Air to any Diftance, the Reafén why it
does not move on to Eternity without ftop-
ping (as it ought to do by the Principles of
Mechanics)y is, becaute the Céntripetal
Force keeps conrinually adting upon, it till’
it has pulled it down to the Ground again 2.
This ferves to explain what is meant bya
Centripetal Force. 0%
Now,
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Now, wheun a Perfon fecates, he is atted
upon by thefe two Forces, as other Bodies
in Motion are. It is the Projeétile Force
which throws him upon the Qutfide of the
Scate, till he has got quite out of the Cen-
ter of Gravity, by which Means he would
be pulled to the Ground by the Centripe=
tal Force, if he was not {fupported by the
Projectile Force, which is ftrong encugh
to make Head againft the Centripetal for
a little while (in the fame Manner as it is
able to keep a Stone in the Air till it is
{pent) and by that Time the Perfon fcat=
ing has recovered himfelf into an erect Pof-
ture. This Projectile Force is given by a
Stroke of the Foot, inclined to the Plain
of the Ice; by which Means, the wwhole
Edge of the Scate takes hold, and is your
‘moving Force; and the more of the Edge
of the Scate a Perfon ufes in his Stroke, -
the eafier he will go to himfelf, and the
greater Velocity he will move with: For
-if he dwells more upon the Heel of the
. Scate than the Toe, or vice verfi, he not
only lofes Part of his moving Ferce, by

1 lofing
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holder, which he perceives at the Sight of
a fine Scater.

I mention this, becaufe I have met with
thofe who have obftinately perfifted in i,
that fome Pet{ons who-kick up their Heels
behind, and firike only with the Toe of
their Scate, becaufe they can go a Spails
Gallop upon the Qutfide, are fine Scaters;
when they are making Ufe of a Method
which is repugnant to the very Principles
af Mechanics.

XXVIL.
That wfing bard Words and long Sen-
tences, in Difcourfe or in Writing,
is an Indication of Scholarfbip.

It muft be allowed, that good Ian-
guage is a very great Embellifhment, ci-
ther to a4 Perfon’s Converfation, or his
‘Writing 3 but as it is intended only to fet
off what we have to fay to the beft Ad-
vantage, we fhould endeavour to ufe’it
with fuch Moderation, as will anfwer that
: i T s Ut Hng,
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by affecting an elegant Diction, to run them-
felves into Obfcurity ; and while they are
attending to their Language, and fludying
hard Words, neglect the Matter of their
Difcourfe; to explain which is the fole
End of Speaking. The Ufe of Wards be-
ing only to convey our ldeas to each other.

There 15 a Shew-board over a Watch-
maker’s Shop at Oxford, which may ferve
for a Burlefque upon the Folly of ufing
hard Words ¢ I cannot charge my Me-
~mory with all the Jargon wrote upon that
Board ; however, I remember that it was
a long Account of what the Man in the
Shop {old, and what he did; and among
other Things it faid that fHorelogies were
mundificd there; which Expreflion we
think is enough to make any Man fick of
the Languages, and abjure every Thing
that belongs to Literature for the future.

I have met People in the Street, whofe
profound Ignorance I have been well af=
fured of, who have immediately ftunned
me upon the firft entering into Difcourfe

with
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an{wer, is to puzzle thofe who are not of
the fame Profeflion. Not long ago, a
young Man in the Country, who had weak
Eyes, applied to a Surgeon for Relief in
his Diforder. The Surgeon, upon examin~
ing his Patient, told him, that he would
fend hini fome Drops which would 7¢f7i-
gerate his Eye.

The young Man came Home again, not
“very well fatisfied, being not certain what
he might have to undergo by this Refrige-
ration, having never heard the Word be-
fore. Surely he might with as much Pro-
pricty have been told, that what was in
the Bottle would put him to no Pain, but
was only intended to cool his Eyes.

It is incredible to think howcleverly
fome People, who have not had the Ad-
vantages of Education, will manage about
Half a Dozen of thefe Words when they
have got them. I have known {fome, who,
for the Space of four or five Minutes, would
deceive a Stranger, and induce him to
thisk that he had met with a Perfon of

rizat
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XXVIIL.

That the Way to get a Sailing Boat mﬁ'
the Shore,when fbe is faft by any Ac=
cident, is to let go both or all the
Satls, and fland at her Head, and
pufb with a Sprit.

This Error, though it may fcem ridicu-
lous to thofe who have been bronght upat
Sea, and underftand Sailing, is neverthe=-
lefs very common in Tnland Rivers, where
Sailing is but little underftood. You may
- very frequently fee frefh-water Sailors, as
foon as they find that their Boat has ftruck,
immediately let both their Main-fail and
Fore-fail fly, after which they all run to
the Head of the Boat with Sprits, and
begin to endeavour to pufh her off; which
- Method is contrary to the Kules of Me-
chanics, and therefors of Sailing.

A Boat or Veflel of any Size (a 9o
(Gun Ship moving upon the {ame Principle

as the finalleft Cutter, ) is ated upon by the
U PU Wers
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in a Ballance by the Sails and Rudder;
Forces which keep continually adting upon.
her. = The Rudder may be confidered as.a
Kind of Moderator; which is to interpofe:
when the Sails which are before the Maft,
or thofe which, are bechind the Maft, or
abaft, overpower each other, and deftroy.
that Ballance which a Veffel rightly trim-
med very ncar preferves of herfelfi Tt
muft be obferved, - that the Sails be-:
fore the Maft of a Veffzl, and thofe behind
ity , act in contrary Directions.. = Thoie.
which are before the Maft turn her Head.
from the Wind,and thofe which are behind
it turn her Head towards the Wind.

By this Time, we fee the Injpropriety of
letting both the Main-{ail and Fore-fail of
a Veficl go, when fhe ftrikes upon Ground,
and then running to her Head in order to
pufh her off: For firft, concerning the Ar-
ticle of going to her Head to pufhher off;
if fhe is a fmall Veflel, the Weight of two
or three Peopleat her Head ‘will prefs that
Part, which gencrally happens to be. the
Part upon the Shore,  ftill clofer down ;

Ua which
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which is a Thing fo well known to every
Waterman, that we fhall fay no more about
that. Now, as to letting both the Sails
go, they might with as much Propriety
both be fet, foras they al in contrary Di-
re€tions, they deftroy each other’s Force, if
the Veflel is well trimmed; fo that a Veif-
fel will come off the Ground no fooner for
letting both the Sails go. The Method
that I fhould take in a Cafe of that Kind,
would be to fet the Main-fail and let the
Fore-fail fly, and if that would not do
alone, to affift the Main-fail by pufhing
at the Windward-fide of her Stern with a
Sprit, both which Forces acting together,
namely the Main-fail and the Sprit,
would in all Probability put her Head
about fo as to bring it beyond the Point
from which the Wind blows, which
Point after L had got her paft, I would
fet the Fore-fail to the other Tack, and
let the Main-{ail go ; and by that Means,
the Fore-fail would put her Head almoft
round; then the Main-fail might be fet,
and after Sailing back {o far as te get quite
clear of the Place where the Veflel ftuck
faft
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faft before, fhe might be tacked about
again, and purfiic her intended Voyage.

I don’t prefume to fay, that this is the
very beft Method of getting a Veflel off
the Shore ; as thofe who have been ufed to
the Sea may have a more ready Method
ftill: But I do fay, that it is a Method
which is confonant to the Principles of Me-
chanics, for which Reafon, it may very
fafely be put in Execution, either at Sea
or in freth Water.

XXATX: '
That plantirg Aguatics wupsn Banks
in the Fenns, will preferve and
[irengthen them, [o as to render them
more able torefift 1he Force of a Flood.

What will be afferted in this Chapter is
. not the Refult of Surmife, but is what I
have been an Eye Witne(s of Be it known
then unto all thofe, who think proper to
do this Book fo much Honour as to give it -
a Perufil, that the Author is a Fenman ¢

Why
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it is the Duty of every one, to endeavour
to re&ify fuch of thofe Attempts as he
knows, as well from his ewn Experience,
as from the Converfation of skilful Engi-
neers, to be erroncous: And we are {orry
to {ay, we are very clear that the Scheme
of planting Aquatics upon Banks in the
Fenns, notwithftanding what has been af-
firmed about it, is fo far from being likely
to ftrengthen fuch Banks, that it is a cer-
tain Way to deftroy them.

In order to make fome of our Readers,
who live in the high Country, {enfible of
the Truth of what will be here afferted,
it will be neceflary to'explain the Nature
of Fenn-Draining, which fhall be done
in as few Words as pofiible.

Water is a Fluid, as has been before ob-
ferved; and it is the Nature of a Fluid to
be always endeavouring to refore an Equi-
librium in it’s Parts, ‘which we may ob-
ferve by it’s reftlefs Motion affer the
Surface of it is made uneven. Tris incr-
der to reftore this Equilibrium, that Wa-

ter
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Power of Drawing the Water ‘from the
Lands which aredrowned, into thefeDrains,
till they are quite full, and till the Warer
has got to a Level which is higher than
the Bottom of the adjacent Sea; and by
the Principles of Hydroftatics is forced to
run into the Sea to reftore the Equilibrium:
It is by the Srength of the Banks, the
Force of the Engines, and the Goodnefs
of the Outfall,that a Fenn muft be drained.
Now, [ affirm that planting Aquatics upon
Banks in the Fenn will not ftrengthe¢n
them, but deftroy them.

"All Vermin in a Fenn are fond of a
Bank ; it is high Ground, and therefore
dry and comfortable for them ia the Win-
ter, for which Reafon thev are always full
of Moles, and particular Kinds of Rats
and ‘Mice, with loeng Nofes, calld Field
Mice and: Rats, and abundance more Ani-
malsy which breed inceflantly ; and mzke
Holes'and Burrows through the Banks in
all Directions. One Kind of thefe Rats
builds his Houfe fo commodious, that it is
worth while to relate the Ingenuity of this

X little
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I remember, near eighteen Years ago,
feveral Sorts of Aquatics were planted up-
on the Banks in the Fenns near Thorney-
Abbey ; the Confequence was, the Roots
of the Trees ferved for Timber for the
Houfes of thefe Vermin, and the Branches
were a Shelter from the Birds of Prey, by
which Means they were full of Holes, thro’
which the Water ufed to run back again
to the Lands as faft as the Engines threw it
out ; for which Reafon the Trees were or-
dered to be grubbed up, by the principal
Engineer,

| There is nothing which ﬂrennrthens a
Rank like a good Covering of Grafs clofe
eat by Cattle; for if once Water penetrates
through the outﬁdc Coat of a Bank, it is
not in the Power of Aquat:cs to hinder it
from tearing the Earth away with it. If
Aquatics are planted any where, they
ought to be at fome Diftance, before the
B.mk in order to keep the Lafh of Water
from aearing it away.

Al That






VULGAR ERRORS. 165

lived fome Time before them. Thisisa
Perfuafion which the Pocts all encouraged,
as it fuited their Purpofe ; nothing being
fo great an Enchantment, to the Mind of
a poetical Reader, as to be ftruck with the
Marvellous.

When Virgil makes Turnus throw a
large Stone at Aineas, he tells us, that it
was fuch a Stone as twelve Men of his de-
generate Age could {carce have carried up-~
on their Shoulders.

Nec pluraeffatus, [faxum circunfpicit
I.i"gfﬂ.i'

Saxum antiquum ingens, campo quod

" forte jabebat,

Limes agro pofitus litem ut difcerneret
arvis.

Vix illud lefti bis [ex cervice fubirvent,

Lualia nunc hominum producit corpora
- tellus.

A Perfon. who reads this Paffage, and
really believes that Men were larger in
ZBneas’ Time than in Virgil's, reafons thus
with bimfelf : ‘¢ The Works of Nature

> dege-
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fuch as are tall and lufty, and of a peace-
able and quiet Demeanor till they are pro-
voked, and with nothing very brisk in
their Countenances, feem to have had Sax-
on Anceftors. Not to dwell long upon
this, as it is certain that England has been
over-run by the Danes and Saxons (whom
it wonld be prudent not to fpeak ill of]
left we thould abufe fome of our own Re-
lations) we will return to our Subjeé.

There is no Caufe to apprehend that the
Works of Nature degenerate in the [eaft,
as it is a Suppofition which is repugnant to
all the Obfervations which may be made
upon the Generation of Animals. Any
one who has bred Horfes, Dogs, oz Poul-
try, muft have obferved, that inftead of
degenerating, they always improve upon
his Hands, unlefs he oppofes Nature which
{cems to ftruggle hard againft a Stagnation,
by confining the Breed too long in the
fame Family.

- We have two Reafons, then, to {uppofe
that the prefent lohabitants of Great Bri-
tain
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cut in Cedar in the Coffins, the-Stones of
a Bridge, which may be felt with a Sprit,
at the Bottom of the River, at the Back of
an Enclofure, which is called the Caftle
Ground to this Day; all thefe are Indica-
tions of a Roman Camp, and may be feen
near the great North Road between Stilton
and Stamford; where the Curious, by a
proper Apphcatmn, may have a Pocket full
of Roman Coin for a Shilling. Indeed,
whether thefe Stonc Coffins, which are
- found in this Camp, contained the Bodies
of Romans, no one can pofitively determine,
efpecially as the Romans generally burnt
their Dead, if they had a convenient Op—
portunity : However, as they are found in
a Roman Camp, upon the fame Spot where
. the Coin is found, it is enough to make one
' ‘think that they are Roman Coffins, and
that the Romans did fometimes bury their
Dead 5 neverthelefs, we leave thatto the
Determination of the Curious—Of what-
ever Nation their Contents were, the
Marks of great Antiquity are ftrong upon
them; and we can affure the Reader, that
% F - none

arh
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apply this Philolophical Maxim,  When
any Lhing is fo fmall as to be of noConfe
guence tothe Point in Hand, it is con-

fidered as Nothing. 'Thofe Cities which
have acquired fo much Wealth as to be
able to commit fuch Excefles, are inconfi-
derable when compared to the Inhabitants
of the whole Earth, therefore they are to
be confidered as nothing.

Befides, fo great is the Caprice of For-
tune, that even the moft powerful State in
the Univerfe,cannot prefume to declare how
foon a Peroid may be put to its Grandeur,
But having {aid {fomething upon this Sub-
ject before, we fhall proceed to another
Error. |

XXXT.
That Bleeding in May will preferve
the Conftstution againft Illne(s during
the enfuing Summer.

This Hereditary Whim has long been
practifed in many genteel Families in Eng-
1'.} nd. : f
Y 2 Without
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this Month, may procced from a Perufal
of the Latin Poets, or their Tranflators;
whofe Works are full of the various Beau~
ties of the Spring. And very poflibly, in
Ttaly, where thefe Poets lived, that Part
of the Spring may be pleafant and whole-
{ome. = | ’

In England, we are all of us very fenfi=
ble of the cold and wet Weather, which
generally happens in this Month. And
for my own Part, I muft confefs, that I
~ think May not only the moft dangerous,
but likewife, upon the whole, the moft dif=
agrecable Part of the Year; and am quite
certain, that if I was to be let Blood on
May-ddy, I fhould have the Ague.

X XXIIL
That Negroes are not a Part of the
Human Species.

Thisisa Creolian Error, imbibed partly
by the Prejudice of Education, and partly
by the compleat Slavery which thefe poor

Wietches
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his Genius is greater than your own; teach
him to fence, his Ativity and Statagem
will furprize you. In fhort, inftruct him
in any Science, and he will difcover a Ca-

pacity.

Therefore, if you have read Mr. Locke,
(and if you have not, I would advife you
to fit out one of your Ships and make a
Voyage in Queft of him) Mr. Locke will
tell you, that £ zs 1he Underfianding that
fets Man above the reft of fenfible Be-
ings, and gives him all the Advantage
and Dominion which bhe bas over them.
And inanother Place the fame Author will
tell you, that it is a wrong Conneétion of
Ideas which is the great Caufe of Errors:
Thefe are his Words, This wvrong Con-
neltion in our Minds of Ideas, it thewm-
felves loofe and independent one of ano-
thery bas fuch an Influence, and is of
Jogreat Force to fet us awry in our A=
tions, as well moral as natural Paf-
fions, Reafonings, and Notions then=
Jelvesy that perbaps there is not any
orne Thing that deferves more to be look=

ed
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Before we can have any Grounds for fuch
an Affirmation, it will be neceffary to prove
that it is a Difgrace to have a dark Com-
plexion ; for if itis no Difgrace to have a
dark Complexion, then there can be no
Badge or Mark of Infamy in being black ;
if it is a Difgrace to have a dark Com-
plexion, then the Way of Reafoning muft
be this: The Irith and Scotch having
fine Skins, are better than the Englith §
the Englith and French, than the Italians
and Spaniards ; the Italians and Spaniards,
than the Algerines; and fo on, till we
come to the Line. To me, this fcems {o
abfurd, that I muft beg Leave to quit the
Subjeét, till fome one has convinced me,
that a white Horfe is better than a black
one. :

XXXIV.
That Love is nothing but Concupifcence
to a bigh Degree, or that Lsve and
Lujt are the fame Thing.

g 18 a . which, thouch we
T.ove is a Paflion, : o

e read
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of the Enamoured was poflefled of a Senti-
ment unknown to the Minds of the Vulgar.
Not to dwell upon the many Inftances,
which have happened both among the An~
cients and Moderns, of People who havedied
for Love, I fhall juft make a little Eaquiry
into the Nature of that Diforder, for {oit

may be called, fince it fometimes proves
fatal.

That Affe&ion which is called Love,
feems to be a Fever, not only in the Mind,
but an aftual Fever, attended with the
Symptoms of that Diforder; and differs
from all others in this Particular, it is
what no Phyfic can cures The Symp~
toms of it are much like thofe of that Di-
{temper, which the Eaft-Indians {ome-
times die of, when they pine for their
native Country.

If this is the Cafe, Love is {fo far from
being another Term for Luft, that it ra-
ther oppofes that Defire, which is generally

‘the Concomitant of Health.
L 2 The
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his Form.  He is ugly and clumiy, and,
not being able to run away, like moft
other Animals, is forced to have Recourfe
to his natural Armcur, which, though it is
merely defenfive, is apt to difzuft thofe,
who cannot fatlsfy their Curm{' ity about
him 3 as there is nothing to be {een but a
round Ball of fharp-pointed Briftles, till he

is put into Water, and then he is forced to
open himfclf and {wim.

By the bye, fome Naturalifts have af-
firmed, that he is like the Porcupine ; but

that, we can affure the Reader, is a Miftake.
A PGrcupinc 1S 48 Iargc as ten Hed g{:-Hogs;
befides, there is not the leaft Refemblance
in the Form of the Animals, or in their
Manner of Defence. The Hedge-Hog,
upon being difcovered, lies quite ftill, and
depends upon the Impenetrability of his
Armour for Safety ; whereas the Porcu-
pine is tolerably fwift, and is not able to
conceal himfelf under his Quills, as they
do not cover above half his Back. When
he is purfued he makes a full Stop, and has
the Power of drawing up the whole Body

of
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of his Quills, fo as to dart them all together
into any one who attacks him ; and in all
Probability he will leave one or two in
your Legs, if you go too near him, and
make him angry, which is very foon done.
I once faw a Stick put ta a Porcupine,
and he broke two or three of his Quills
againft the Stick, though they are very
hard and tough. Some fay, that the Quills
of a Porcupine are of a poifonous Nature.
But, begging Pardon for this Digreffion
about the Porcupine, we will return to the
Error which was mentioned, concerning

the Hedge-Hog:

It may be obferved in the Works of Na-
ture, that all Animals, of what{ocver Kind
they are, whether they come under the
Denomination of Birds, Quadrupeds, Rep-
tiles, or Fifhes, are provided with fuch Or=
gans and Wcapons as are convenient for
the procuring of their Suftenance, as well
as fuch as are formed for their Self-ﬂe—
fence.

The Lion roaring .saftar his Prey, has
Weapons
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Weapons proper for the yanquithing and
devouring that Prey.

The Bull, whofe principal Food is
Grafs, is provided with Armour round his
Tongue and Noftrils, which is Proof again{t
the Thiftles and venomous Infetts that
make a Part of his coarfe Diet.

The Monkey is poffefled of Hands for
fele@ing the eatable Parts of his Nuts and
Fruit from the poifonous Rind.

The Hawk is furnithed with Iung
Wings for purfuing, keen Eyes for dif=
cerning, and fharp Talons for taking the
granivorous Birds, which are his Prey;
whilft they are provided with Beaks of a
proper Shape for picking up the Corn, as
well as Gizzards, or ftrong Mufcles, which,
by the Help of Gravel Stones, that are
contained in them, grind the feparate
Grains of Corn, as they are difcharged
from the Crop, out of which they proceed
gradually.

The
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which, doubtlefs, he hoards up in fome little
Repofitory, known only to himfelf. His
Noft is formed to fearch for Roots near the
Surface of the Earth, which muft not be
very large, otherwite he would be unable
to manage them, as his Mouth is remarka-
bly {mall, and does not feem capable of
containing any Thing larger than a {mall
Pea; for which Reafon we may {uppofe it
not only improbable and unnatural, that
the Hedge-Hog fhould attempt to fuck the
Teats of a Cow, when the is afleep, as it
does not feem formed by Nature for fuch.
an Operation ; but we will endeavour to
prove from Hydroftatics, that it would be
impollible for him to acquire an)r Milk
at all by fuch a Trial,

It is certainly true, that the Reafon why

a Vellcl contains Water;. or any- other
Fluid, within it's fides, and hinders it
from difperfing, is, becaule the Preflure of
the Air at the Top of the Veflel keeps it
down; and it isas true, that when the Vef-
fel ist urned up fide down, the Liquor in
it will ftill be kept in, by the fame Preflure
Aa of
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of the Air, notwithftanding the Force of
Gravity, provided the Surface of the Wa-
ter is not difturbed in turning the Veffel;
which may be eafily proved by the Expe-
riment of a Drinking-Glafs and a Picce of
Paper. Itisupon this Principle, that the
Milk in the Dug of an Animal, is kept in
it’s proper Place, and does not fall to the
Ground ; though it muft be acknowledged,
that there may be fome other Caufes af«
figned likewife.

~ Now if a Veflel of Water is put into an
Air Pump, as foon as the Air is extracted
from the Receiver, in which the Veffel
ftands, the Water immediately afcends up
out of the Veflel, and overflows the Brim,
the Air, which was the Caufe of it’s being

kept down, being removed.

This is the Cafe with an Animal which
gives Suck. The Teat is clofe embraced
round by the Mouth of the young one, o
that no Air can pafs between: A Vacuum
is made, or the Air is exhaufted from it’s

Throat, by a Power in the Lungs; never-
thelefs,
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thelefs, the Preflure of the Air remains ftill
upon the Qutfide of the Dug of the Mo-
ther, and by thefe two Caufes together, the
Milk is forced into the Mouth of the
young one.

But a Hedge-Hog has no fuch Mouth,
as to be able to contain thé Teat of a Cow ;
therefore any Vacuum, which is cayfed in it’s
own Throar, cannot be communicated to the
Milk in the Dug. And if he is able to
procure no other Food, but what he can
get by {ucking Cows in the Night, there
is likely to be a Vacuum in his Stomach
too.

Tt may be objefted here, that former
L egiflators have thought proper to allow 2
Reward to be given for killing this Anis
mal, on Account of the Mifchief he has
been fuppofed todo. To which I anfwer,
that former Legiflators have thought pro-
per te burn old Women, for being Witch-
es, if they would not fink when they
were putintoa Pond; and I will venture
to affirm, that there is juft as much Senfe

Aa 2 in
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publican, flanding afar off, would not
lift up fo much as bis eyes unto beaven,

but fmaﬁa upon bis breaft, [aying, God
be merciful ro me a finner,

The Oriental Teachers thought proper
to convey their Dodtrines of Morality in
Parable. Doubtlefs, the Method is plain
and cafy to be underflood; elegantly
fhewing us the Truth, whilft we cannot
help confefiing that we difcern it, and
this without giving much Difguft by lay-
ing open the Foibles of any Party ; it is
capable of comprehending all the Figures
of Poctry and Rhetoric, and thefe Fi-
gures are the leaft liable to b= deteéted,
whilft they are clothed in the Difguife of
Parable, which muft be allowed to be a
great Advantage ; Artis eff celare artem
holds geod in this Cale, as well as in others.
And if onc Perfon has an Inclination to
bring another to his Way of Thinking, he
muft endeavour to be as plain and fimple
in his Manner as poffible, for this Method
alone carries with it the Appearance of
Truth; whether we argue on the right

Side
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Side of the Queftion, or on the wrong,
this Method of Proceeding will hold good
in fome Meafure; but efpecially, if we
want to irftil true Principles of found Mo-
rality, it has a double Force. Our Blefled
Saviour, doubtlefs, for this Reafon thought
proper to deliver his Doétrines of Mora-
lity in this convincing, felf=evident Dialedt;
he faw plainly that the Cabaliftical Stile of
the Pharifees, was by no Means a Language
proper to convey new and wholefome
Precepts into the Minds of the Vulgar.
No: He chofe rather to make Ufe of this
compact and intelligible Method of incul-
cating his Precepts, namely Parable. We
have no greater Inftance of his Skill, than
this of the Pharifec and Publican.

In the Handling of this Subjed, we
fhall confider the Human Species in diffe-
.rent Lights; as a reafoning philofophizing
Animal, who thinks he has a right to en-
quire into the Pheenomena of Nature, and
to make Ufe of that Right, and of thofe
Senfes, which God has given him ; and as
a Perfon, who is forced to fubmit to the
the
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the fuperior Judgment of other Men, and
takes Things for granted as he is told them.
The firft of thefe is what we generally un-
derftand when we fay Men of Science,

‘Men of Learning, Men of regular Educa-
tion, and the like. Thefe may be ranged

into Variety of different Orders and Ranks,
in regard to their different mecfﬁons

Studies, Turns of Genius, Amufemcnts,
Abilities, Applications, &c.

We may with Propriety reduce all thefe
different Sentiments concerning Mankind,
into two Branches; namely, Men of Bufi-
nefs, and Men of Recreation or Pleafure,

Of thofe who come under the Cenomina-
tion of Men of Bufinefs, each one is apt to
think him{elf of that Order which is moft
refpettable. For Inftance, one who pro-
fefles the Law, may know that Mankind
is apt to tax him with Injuftice and Difho-
nefty, but that, he comforts himfelf, isof
no great Signification ; for what amongit
the Vulgar is ftiled Difhoneft, zmong
People of Fafhion, would te paliiated by

the
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faved more Lives, at 2 much cheaper Rate
than the other has recovered Eftates in
Chancery. . They may make light of his
Art, but he is certain likewife, that they
will all ftand in Need of his Skill {fome-
time or other ; and thercfore thinks, on
“Account of the Importance of his Profef=
fion, that the Sons of Galen are moft ho-
nourable.

The Philofopher differs from them both.
He thinks, that all that is wrote upon
Parchment muft treat of fomething very
trifling, with Refpe& to what he is con-
cerned in, It may be, fays he, that this
Parchment may contain fome Conveyance
of fome 1imall Tract of Land, helonging
to fome one private Perfon; but what is
that ? he has juft been taking Meafurc of
tlie whole Earth. He thinks that Phyfic
may have Merit in 1t’s Way ; for a Man
skilled in Phyfic may preferve the Life ¢f
an Animal who inhabits the Globe ; but
% hat is this to what he has beencontrivi g
of ? ‘He has been taking Care-of the Health
of the Univerfc; he has difcovercd a Co-

B b met,
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examine into their Behaviour, we fhall find
them, in general, no lefs partial to their
own Tafte than the Men of Bufinefs;
which we fhall eafily difcern, if we make
Obfervations at any Public Place, where
many of this Kind refort to. Gentle-
men who are fond of Play, moft heartily
defpife all the Noifes that can he made
upon Inftruments, all the Daubings which
can be {meared upon Canvafs, and all the
Nonfenie that can ke crammed into Books,
The only Mufic that can give them any
Pleafure, is the rattling and {pirited Sound
of the all-hazardous Dice-Box ; the only
Paintings which can ftrike them, muft be
drawn at full Length, upon the mercenary
‘Card-Table; the only Books which, in
their Opinion, contain any Senfe in them,
are thofe which treat upon the noble Sci-
ence of Gaming.

The Sportfman wonders what any Body
can {ee in London, or in thofe make-fhift
Entertainments which are contrived to
pafs Time away in Town ; he cannot bear

“Bboa to






VULGAR ERRORS. 197

We all think ourfelves of the higheft
Importance, and that there would no ex=-
ifting without us ; how this comes to pafs
fhall be next enquired into, by returning to
the Matter of different Trofeflions. We
behave with regard to our public Profef-
fions, in this Refpect, juft as we do in our
private Characters: As we can ealily dif=
cern the Vices of other Men, and forget
our own, {o it happens in the prefent Cafe;
we can eafily difcern the Advantage which
the Public reaps from our own Profeffion,
but it is with great Difficulty that we are
brought to examinine what Ufe we our-
felves derive from that of another, This
was the very Cafe with the Pharifee in the
Text; he ftood, and prayed and faid, God,
I thank thee, that I am not as other
men arey extortioners, unfuft, adulterers,
or even as this publican. He payed
Tithes of all that he poflefled. And what
great Merit was there in that? If he had
not thought proper to pay Tithes of his
own Accord, no Doubt, there was as much

Law
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that the Pharitee was confcious to himfelf
of living according to the Laws of his
Country, and of doing his Duty, and that
he thought it incumbent upon him to re-
turn Thanks to the Maker of all Things,
for giving him fuch good Inclinations, and
for putting it into his Power to make a
good Ufe of them.

This would be very charitable Reafon-
ing, if one could be brought to believe,
that the Pharifee was really fuch a Sort of
a Man as he pretended to be ; but it is {fuf=
ficiently evident, by the Stile and Man-
ner of the Parable, that this Pharifee was
intended to be like other Pharifees in all
Times: he would be thought to be much
better than he really was, and had worked
himfelf up to fuch a high Pitch of Pride
and Self-Conceit, as to boaft of his fup-
pofed Qualifications even to his Maker.

Doubtlefs this excellent Parable ftrikes
at the very Root of all Hypocrify, and
vain-glorious outfide Shew. For here was
the Publican, very probably a much better

Man
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fweet for bitter ! Wo unto them that
are 'zij in their own Eyes, and pru-
dent in their own Sight !

Our Saviour did not mean to aim with
the Foree of his Doétsine at Publicans and
Pharifees alone, his Dolrine was of an
Univerfal Natulf And we muft not {up-
pofe that could ever be his Intention ; and
left future Ages fhould hereafter make
fuch a Miftake, the Evangelift has given
us his Opinion what he thought our Savi-
our intended by this Parable. e [pake
this Parable, fays St. Luke, #nto thofe
awhich trufted in themfelves that they
were righteous, and defpifed, others.

Here it muft be obferved, that though
our Saviour was pleafed to fay, that zhe
Publican went down to bis Houfe jufli-
fied rather than the Pharifee, yet he by
no Means {ets either of them us a Pattern
for our Example. We muft not there-
fore mifunderftand this Paffage fo danger-
oufly as to think, that if we be but mo-

deft, we may be guilty of what enormous
Cc Vices












