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S You was pleafed
to allow me the
Libf.trty of pay-
@3 1ing You.my Re-
fpe&s in this Manner, on
the Publication of my Per-
formance, when only an
Effay, and confequently lefs
2 worthy
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worthy of the Name, which
appeared at the Head of 1t ;
I take the fame Liberty of
Prefenting 1t to You a fe-
cond Time, and hope I may
venture to fay, I now offer
You a Complete T R E A-
TISE on this Subjedt.

I'T would be ungenerous
and unjuft to defire a Wor-
thy and Learned Friend to
apologize for the Miftakes
. and Faults of a Writer 3 as
well as vain and highly un-
reafonable to expeCt any
Name fhould fcreen him
from Cenfure. But, while

I fubmit my Performance to
the



DEDICATION. V¥

the Judgment of the World,
oive. me Leave, SiRr, to
make this Publick Acknow-
ledgment of your many Fa-
vours; and particularly That
invaluable one of, under
Gop, Preferving Mine and
my Son’s Life. Iam,

S IR,
Your moft Obedient, and

Moft Humble Servant,

Ep. CHAPMAN.






T T E

oy 8 all the Books hitherto
' % Publifhed on this Sub-
Gavavss  1eCt have been calcula-
ted chlﬁ:ﬂy for the Inftrution of
my own Sex, I was induced to
write this TREATISE prin-
cipally for the Ufe of the Other,
to whom the Majority of Prattice
in this important and difficult

Profeflion is committed, that they
A 4 may
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may be cautioned to fend for
Afliftance, when neceffary. I flat-
ter myfelf, however, that thofe
worthy Gentlemen, who are en-
gaged In 1t, but have not yet
had fufficient Experience of that
great Variety of Cales which
daily occur, will not find the fol-
lowing Pages entirely ufelefs.

I aaVE frequently, during the
Space of above Twenty-feven Years
Practice, feen many fatal Miftakes
committed by Midwives, which I
think could never have happened,
had they ever read a Treatife {o
well adapted to their Capacities,
and at the fame time fo full and

plain, as I hope, the Following is.
My
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My greateft Aim 1n it, is,
faithfully to inftruct, not Such as
are quite ignorant, but Such as
have already made fome Progrefs
in the Science, and to point out
to them thofe dangerous Rocks on
which many have been loft ; that
they may either be able to give
better Affiftance themfelves, or
at leaft to fee the Danger time
enough to call 1n Superior Advice.
LiFE is a Jewel, in the Opinion
of all Mankind, of the greateft
Value; and Thofe, to whofe Care
this weighty Truft is committed,
cannot poflibly difcharge it with
too much Circumfpeétion and Di-
ligence.

I AM
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I AM far from attempting or
defiring, with fome of my Bre-
thren, that the Praice of Mid-
wifery fhould be confin’d only to
my own Sex, and this for féveral
Reafons. Firft, Becaufe among
{o great a Number of Child-bear-
g Women, of all Degtees, a
rmuch greater Attendance is re-
quired, than we alone could pol-
{ibly give. Befides, where the
Labour is natural, as it happens
with moft Women, there is fel-
dom any greater Affiftance necef-
fary than what thofe of their
own Sex, who have been bred u p
to it, are capable of affording ;
elpecially in this Metropolis, where

I have
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I have met with feveral extreme-
ly well qualified. However, I
muft beg leave to give them this
one piece of Advice, viz. That
where any Difliculty occurs, they
would readily in time call 1n our
Afliftance; as when a Child pre-
{fents with its Head, but does not,
after a fufficient Trial, fall any
lower; when the Pofture happens
to be Wrong, and confequently
the Child requires 1 urning ; but
more efpecially that they would
not delay to fend for a Man of
Charatter and Experience in cafe
of Floodings, or other Threaten-
ing Symptoms. By this, both the
Patient’s Life and their own Re-
putation will be the more fecure.

I deny
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I deny not, but that many Wo-
men-Midwives may know how
to Turn a Child, nor that they
- may, 1n fome Subjects, perform it
with Succefs. But then confider-
ing the many unforefeen Diff-
culties that may happen, efpecial-
ly the Head’s {ticking againft the
Bones of the Pelvis, and that in
fpite of the greateft Care, and
the moft exa Pofition: I be.
lieve this Advice will not be
thought impertinent by the moft
experienced among them, whom,
by the by, I have ever found
moft ready to call in Superior
Afliftance. And, indeed, they
find their own Account in it, as
it greatly advances Their Cha.

racter ;
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ralter; whilft it is far otherwife
with Thofe, who, conceiving too
favourable an Opinion of their
own Judgment and Abilities, run
great Hazards, or, at the beft, call
us in too late, and thus lofe their
Reputation and Practice.

MIDWIFERY is certainly
One of the moft noble and ufeful
Chirurgical Operations in being.
For all Operations receive their
Weight from the Good they pro-
cure; or, to {peak more properly,
from the Evil they prevent. By
This, when judicioufly Performed,
there is generally One, and often
Two Lives fnatched as it were

from the Jaws of Death; as in
a Vio-
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a Violent Flooding for Inftance,
where the Mother, or Child, or
Both, would be inevitably loft in
a few Minutes, without Delivery :
or where the Infant lies in a bad
Pofture, and fo could never have

been Extrated but by the Aflift-

ance of Art.

IT 15, indeed, poflible to fave a
Child by the Ce/arian Operation,
or Cutting it out of the Womb
of its Mother juft expired ; but
what Man 1n his Senfes would
put his Character upon this Foot-
ing? It would be natural for the
malicious World to fay, that, to
fave the Child, he killed the Mo-
ther; and the Friends and Others

about
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about the Deceafed, either out of
Fondnefs or Ignorance, might pof~
fibly imagine, that fhe was not
quite dead before the Operation
was Performed. But to return.
I fay that by fpeedy Delivery T'wo
Lives are oftentimes faved ; as In
the Inftances above-mentioned :
where, the Womb being releafed
of its Burden, its Fibres are 2~
gain contralted, and fo the Flyx
ftops; or where the Child js
brought away by Art, and thus
the Date of its own, as well as

of its Mother’s, Life is prolonged.

MAaNY other Inftances mj ght
be given, where both Lives are
atually faved. But the Dignity

and
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and eminent Ufefulnefs of this
Art will appear to every Perfon
in a much more advantageous
Light, if we reflect on the Learn-
ing and Abilities of the Profeflors
of it. England and France have
produced many great and famous
Men, who have made the Im-
provement of this Science the
principal Bufinefs of their Lives;
and we have Some at this time
living, who are perhaps {uperior
to the Deceafed, without any
Detra&ion from their Charatters,
or the leaft Indignity offered to
their Afhes.

THE Improvements thefe great

Men have made in MIDWIFERY,
the
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the Tendernefs, the Compaflion
and Succefs with which they per-
formed their Duty, have effetu-
ally removed that Load of Igno-
miny, with which this Profeflion
was formerly branded.

IT muft be acknowledged,
there have been Some who, being
ignorant of the Method of Zur7-
ing a Child, made frequent ufe of
the Hook and Knife, and feveral
other fhocking and barbarous In-
ftruments, even while the Child
was Living ; and I had, not long
fince, an Account given me by a
Perfon of unqueftionable Veract-
ty, then prefent, that a poor Wo-
man died under the Hands of
the Operator after fome of the

B Limbs
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Limbs and Ribs of the Child
were brought away.

FroM fuch Operators as thefe
(cruel in their Behaviour, indecent
in their Expreflions, and breaking
in upon the Modefly and Tender-
nefs Pcculia_r to the Sex) the O-
dium caft upon this Art had its
firft Rife. And hence it proceeds,
‘that many unhappy Women have
chofen to Die, or at leaft to ftay
till the very laft Extremity, rather
than call for our Afliftance.

BuT the Cafe 1s now far o-
therwife. The beft Midwives
commonly fend for Advice upon
the Appearance of Danger ; the

Suffering Fair readily confent to
1t
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it, and by this Means both the
Child’s and Mother’s Lives are
faved, the Midwife’s Charater
fecured, and Owrs advanced, by
the Succefs that ufually attends
our being called in time.

IHAVE In this Treatife pur-
pofely omitted the Defcription of
the Parts concerned i1n Genera-
tion, becaufe it has already been
fo well given by Others, that I
could do but little more than
Copy them. Befides, I think that
Such, as never faw the Diffeitiorn
of a Human Body, will not be
much 1mproved by a bare De-
fcription of thofe Parts; much
lefs would they receive any Ad-
vantage from the Cuzs and Fi-

b 2 gures
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gures ufually prefixed to Books
of this Kind, which are generally
but very indifferently done, and
{erve to raife and encourage 77z
pure Thoughts in the Reader’s
Mind, rather than to convey any
real Inflruéltion.

TuE Authors on this Subjeét
already extant in our Language
have, in my Opinion, written in
a very improper Siyle, and their
Works feem to be calculated at
leaft, as much to pleafe the Rea-
der’s Fancy, as to 1mprove the
Operation. My Defign, on the
contrary, was to compofe fuch a
Treatife as One of either Sex
might read without a Biufh, and to
exprefs myfelf n {uch a Manner

as
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as would not give the lealt Offence
to the moft modeft Reader.

Tur Ule of Hooks and fome
other Inftruments, by which Liv-
ing Children, Prefenting with the
Head, are defltroyed, when they
might very eafily have been Ex-
tra&ed in a few Minutes by the
Fillet or Forceps, 1s, in my Opi-
nion, a moft cruel and unwarrant-
able Praltice. But yet, however
inhuman, it is, to my certain
Knowledge, by Some kept up to
this Day. A fond Mother in this
City lately told me, with a Flood
of Tears, that This was her un-
happy Cafe. The Child had lain
long with its Head in the Vagina,
and fo low that the Midwife then

B 3 attend-
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attending had expected 1t every
Pain for fome Hours. At length
One of my Brethren was called 1n,
but, not underftanding the Ufe
either of the Forceps or Fillet,
and unwilling to kill the Child,
he for fome time forbore to be
concerned ; but, the poor Woman’s
Torture and Danger 1increafing,
he at length fixed his Fook in the
Head and fo Extratted it, but,
to the great Surprize of the O-
perator, and Sorrow of the Mo-
_ ther, it was Living before that

Attempt.

I canNoT forbear, now I am
on this Subje&t, to mention the
following Account, which I re-

ceived from. the Swrgeon who
was
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was confulted, one of good Cha-
ralter in his Profeflion, and now,
Living in this City. He told me
he had been lately called to a
Gentlewoman 1in the Country,
where the Child fell with 1its
Head into the Vagina very low,
and there continued, after a con-
fiderable time paffed 1n great
Pain, without the leaft Advan-
tage. A Man-Midwife upon this
was fent for, who knowing the
ufe of the Hook only, and being
very unwilling to deftroy the
Child, let it remain in this Con-
dition for feveral Days; refufing
to perform the Operation, or to
do any thing more for her than
to Prefcribe a few Forcing Me-

dicines. At length a WZoman-
B 4 Mid-
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Midwife Delivered her of a Dead
Child ; but the Parts were, by
the violent Inflammation, and the
long continued Preffure, fo far
Mortified, that my Friend told -
me he had not the leaft Hopes
of the Gentlewoman’s Recovery
when he firft {faw her.

How neceflary 1s it then,
that Men, who profels Midwifery,
fhould make themfelves Mafters
of either the Forceps or Fillet 2
For I now once for all declare, I
have no Defign of putting them
into the Hands of Female Prac-
titioners; the former of which I
prefer, becaufe I can pafs 1t with
more Eafe to the Woman ; and

the Compreflion, caufed by its
Ufe,
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Ufe, makes the Bones of the Head
ride one over the other, and thus
reduces 1t to a {maller Compafs.
To which may be added, that the
Forceps gives me a much ftronger
Hold of the Child, and enables
me to draw it with more Eafe
and Security. But here I muft
obferve, that, as there are {everal
different Sorts of Forceps, fo they
are far from being all equally
proper ; and great Regard 15 to be
had to their Form. I once faw a
Pair at a noted Inftrument-Ma-
ker’s, which I thought very faul-
ty; and was fhewn a Pair by
a Brother Pratitioner 1n the
Country, which could not be
ufed with either Succefs or Ad-
vantage ; the Diameter of the

Curve
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Curve being too large, and its
Bows too fhort.

I HAVE 1n this Piece given a
great Variety of Selet Cafes,
which may ferve as Dire@ions for
others to proceed by in the like
Circumftances. Indeed I have
been the fhorter in the Body of
the Z7eatife itfelf, that I might
have more Room to enlarge 1n
the Cafes. For it is my Opinion,
that a Cafe, where all the Inci-
dents are minutely related, will
affe& the Reader’s Memory more,
than the moft exa& Defcription
of the fame Thing in the Body of
the Work.

WHEN
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WHEN I Publifhed the firlk
Edition of this Work, I thought
myfelf, at leaft, the fecond £z-
glifbman, who had written pro-
fefledly on the Subje&. 1 have
fince found I was miftaken. For

Dr. Yohn Mowbray has given the
World a large Treatife, entituled
The Female Phyfician, &c. with
what he calls zhe Whole Art of
new improved Midwifery, &c.
That ingenious and labortous Au-
thor declares ftrongly againft the
Ufe of frightful Inftruments, and
in this I heartily join him ; but
cannot think the Forceps deferves
that Appellation. As it is not
fharper than the Hand, it may be

introduced with all imaginable
Safety,
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Safety, according to the Dire&ions
given in the Body of this Book.
I can, from my own Experience,
“affirm it to be a moft excellent
Inftrument,and {o far from Hurting
or Deftroying, that it frequently
faves the Mother’s Life, and That
of the Child, as will appear in
the Courfe of this Z7eatife.

Ir, by fubmitting myfelf to
the Cenfure of Others, I fhould
have the good Fortune to excite
fome more mafterly Pen to im-
prove this A7z, 1t would much
augment my Pleafure and Satif~
faction, as I fhould thereby be in
fome meafure inftrumental in
conveying a greater Good to my
Fellow Creatures.

THE
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Ture Reception the firft
Edition of this Work met with
from the beft Judges has encou-
raged me to publifh a Second, with
confiderable Additions and Im-
provements. Some Perfons, who
thought they did Juftice to the
Performance itfelf, by allowing 1t
very good and ufeful, have taken
the Liberty to infinuate 1t was
not my own. Now it might not
be amifs to afk thofe candid Gen-
tlemen, whence they can reafon-
ably fuppofe 1 borrowed the Maz-
+s» here delivered. Is it 1n the
leaft probable, that the ableft Pro-
fefTors of the Art would compli-
ment me with the Fruits of their
Labours, and fubmit to fee their

Senti1-



xxk PREFACE.

Sentiments and Inftructions ufher-
ed into the World under the
Name of a Perfon, incapable of
Producing any Thing of his own ?
And that I have not this Obli-
gation to any inferior Pra&itioner,
1Is In a manner acknowledged
by the Commendations beftowed
on this Piece by my very Ene-
mies ; {o that, on the whole, I am
in no real Apprehenfion of being
‘dipofleffed of my Title to the
Performance. I own I had fome
Afhiftance in regard to the Diion -
and did not fend my Papers to
the Prefs till That was revifed and
correCted. This I know is no un-
ufual Thing; and, if That be a
Fault, I am fo far from repenting
of, and amending it, that I have

{ince
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fince been guilty of it in a much
greater Degree.

BEFORE I clofe this Preface, it
may not, perhaps, be amifs to throw
in {fome farther Additional Inftruc-
tions. Therefore, immediately af-
ter Delivery, it will be proper to
give a large Quantity of Nutmeg
in a Glafs of White-wine. At the
{fame time the Woman is to drink
freely of White-wine Caudle and
Chicken-broth; the Latter of
which is more neceflary after a
great Lofs of Blood. If fhe con-
tinues to have an immoderate Dif:
charge, her Caudle is to be made
with Red-wine, inftead of White.
Moreover, juft after Delivery, as
foon as fhe is put to Bed, or, if

Delivered
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Delivered in Bed, when laid to
reft, a Piece of Flannel, dipt 1n
warm Rum or Hungary-water,
is to be applied to the Abdomen ;
and to the Pudenda a Pultice of
White-bread and Milk, Yolks of
Eggs, and Hog’s-lard. After a
Hard Labour, more efpecially if
fhe be fufpected not to be per-
feGly Clear, recourfe muft be had
to the following Mixture ; v72.

B, Lap. Contrayerv. gr. Xv. Puly, é Chel.
Cancr. Compofit. gr. x. Caftor. gr. v.
Syr. Caryophyllor. q: {, M. F. Bolus ftatim
fumend. & fexta quaque hora repetend.

In fpurious Pains, a proper Quantity is to
be given of Liquid Laudanum, and Oil of
Cinnamon. In order to encourage Pain, the
following will be of Service 3 viz,

B, Ol. Cinnamom. gutt. ii], vel iv.
Cap.
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Cap. in Hauftul. Vin, & pro renata repe-
tantur. Vel,

& Aq. La&. Alexet. 3vj. Mirabil. %j. Syr,
Caryophyllor, 3vj. Succ. Chermes %fs.
OL Cinnamom. gutt. x. M. F. Julapium,
cujus cap. Cochl. 11j. fingulis horis,

In great Complaints, fuch as Fits, &, in a
Plethoric Habit, let Blood be taken from the
Arm to Eight or Nine Ounces, and Anti-Byf{-
tericks be Prefcribed, together with Lauda-
num, and Acids.

C T HE
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The. Meafure and Dimenfions of
the Forceps, as inferted in this
Edition, after Page 92, are
as follow :

HE 1R Length, in a Right Line,
Fifteen Inches. The Length of the
Bows from the Joint, whers the two
Parts crofs, tothe Upper Extremity, in @
Right Line, Nine Inches and one Quar-
ter. The Girt of the Bows, when [but,

is, in the wideft Part, Eight Inches.

N. B. Fig. 1. Reprefents one Part of
the Forceps, Fig. 1L the Whole, not quite
Jbut. Fig. 11L. Reprefents the Peflary.
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INTRODUCTIOWMN.

ok Y Defign, in this Treatife, is to
V& make fome Advances or Im-
SIMW L) provements in the great and
~%® ufeful Art of DELIVERING
WomEeN, with refpe to the Operation it-
felf; and to point out thofe Rocks on
E which
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which many of the Fair-Sex are loft, and
cut off in the Bloom of Life, amidit the

joyful Hopes of an approaching Offspring.

As to the Anatomy or Defcription of
the Parts deftined to Generation, the Signs
of Conception or Pregnancy, and thofe of
Labour ; the Manner how a Woman is to
manage herfelf when with Child; how
the is to be ordered after her Delivery ;
the proper Qualifications required in Mid-
awifes; how Nurfes are to order the New-
born Infants, and many other Particulars
of the like Nature, mentioned by Doctor
Chamberlen, Daventer, Dionis, and others,
I fhall purpofely omit them; referring
the Readers, who want Information there-
in, to the Authors here mentioned.

Tur Difeafes to which Women are
fubject, both before and after Delivery,
as Vomitings, Diarrbea’s,Coughs,and Dif=
Sfreulty of Breatbing ; Pains in the Bac#,
Reins, Hips, and Breafls; Difficulty of

Uyine,
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Urine, Hemorrhoids, Pains and Varicofe
Swellings in the Thighs and Legs; the
Menfiruous Flux, Dropfy of the Womb,
OEdematous Swellings in the Labia Pu-
dends, Bearing down of the Womb; Coftive-
n¢fs, arifing from the Ferus comprefling
the Inteftines; a Prolapfus Ani, or Falling
down of the Fundament ; a Supprefiion, or
too great a Flux, of the Lochia ; Contufions
and Dilacerations in the Perineum and
external Parts of the Pudendum; Con-
volfions, Hyfleric Diforders, Fevers, an
Inflammation in the Uterus, or V. agina ;
Abfcefles in the Groin, Hips, or Thighs;
Cancers and Schirrhgfities in the Womb ;
Ruptures, Inflammations or Apoflems in
the Breafts, Curdling of the Milk, &,
Of thefe, Ifay, with many other that
might be named, I fhall take no No-
tice, but leave them to Phyficians, whofe
Provinee it is to treat of them: my Aim
in this Picce being not fo much to inform
- thofe who are altogether ignorant, by giv-
ing them Inftructions for their firft fetting

E 2 out
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out in Practice, as to add fomething to
what is already publithed, chiefly with
regard to the Operation; which, 1 hope,
may conduce to the Benefit of the lefs
knowing, and not prove altogether un-
worthy the Notice of thofe, who, being
already arrived to the higheft Pitch of
Knowledge and Art, do Honour to their
Profeflion, and Service to the World, by
proving the happy Inftruments (under
Providence) of affifting and preferving
the Fair in the Time of their greatelt
Danger ; and, by that Means, of faving
many great and eminent Men, who other-
wife could never have appeared on the
Stage of Life, to do Service to their King
and Country.

I smourLp not have taken this Tafk
upon myfelf, had thofe Gentlemen, who
are better qualified for it, been pleafed to
favour the World with a Treatife of
this Kind ; the Want of which was the

only Motive that induced me to under-
take
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take the Publication of this ; which is
founded upon upwards of Twenty-frve
Yvars Practice and Experience, at South
Halftead in Efféex, and the adjacent Coun-
tries, and which I therefore hope will be
ferviceable, at leaft to every young Practi-
tioner.

T u e chief Books on this Subject,
extant in our Language, are Dr. Cham-
berlen’s Tranflation of Mauriceau, and
the Tranflations of Dionis, Daventer, &c.
which 1 fhall have occafion to mention
hereafter ; and fhall only obferve here,
that the Secret intimated by Dr. Cham-
berlen*, by which his Father, two Bro-
thers, and himfelf faved fuch Children as
prefented with the Head, but could not
be born by natural Pains, was, as is ge-
nerally believed, if not paft all Difpute,
the Ufe of the Forceps, now well known
to all the principal Men of the Profefiion,
both in Town and Country.

# See his Preface.

E 3 In
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In his Note (p. 176.) fpeaking of the
great Precaution that ought to be ufed for
knowing whether the Infant be alive or
dead, he fays, ¢« That it is not {o neceffa-
< ry to thofe Practitioners who can fetch
¢ a Child coming right, or with the
¢« Arms, without Hooks, or fharp Inftru-
_“ ments; as the Tranflator of this Book,
¢« his Father, and Brothers can.”

Here is fomething very odd, me-
thinks, in applying this Secret to both
thefe Cafes, as equally ferviceable in ei-
ther; the Cafes differing fo very widely,
and requiring a quite different Method.
For the Head, prefenting and far advanced,
is to be taken hold of either by the
Forceps or Fillet, and by them extracted
whereas a Child, which prefents an Arm,
is to be turned, and fo brought away by

its Feet,

DAV EN-
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DAVENTER fets out with the
fpecious Pretence of performing all by
the Hand only, and profefles in no Cafe to
ufe an Inflrument. This he all along car-
ries on, tillat length, in the Appendix, he
tells us, ¢¢ That if the Pelvis be propor-
< tionably too fmall for the Child, or if
«« the Head of the Infant falls down into
¢ the narrow Cavity of the Pefvis, and
« is there fo fireightned along with the
<« Shoulders, that the leaft Defcent 1s
«« not perceived upon the Force of the
« ftrongeft Pains, and all Remedies have
¢t been tried in vain; for the Safety of
«« the Mother, the Infant is to be hand-
« led, and drawn out as a dead one.”

Tuis, indeed, is a Cafe which very
rarely happens, and almoft the only one
that requires an Inftrument; tho’ even
here, the Head may, for the moft part, be
commanded by the Forceps, of which he
does not give the leaft Hint,

E 4 THE
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T u e Practice of drawing living Chil-
dren with the Croscher when the Head of-
fers, but cannot, by reafon of its Bignefs, or
{ome Difficulty in the Paflage, be brought
away, which is ftill the Cuftom of fome
rafh, pretending, Artifts (who know no-
thing either of Returning the Infant, or
of the Ufe of the Forceps or Fillet) ought
to be utterly condemned and exploded by
all fair and honeft Practitioners. ’Tis
doubtlefs this barbarous Cruelty in fome
Operators, that, (as Dr. Chamberlen well
obferves *) has caufed that malicious, but
falfe, Report, That where-ever @ MAN
comes, the MoTuer, or CHILD, or
:BnTH,mz;ji‘ neceffarily die ;and s the Rea-
{on, many Times, of Women’s forbearing
to fend till the Child is dead, or the Mo-
ther dying. It fhall be my Endeavour, in
the following Pages, to prove, That Moft
Births may be performed without Inffru-

* See his Preface to the Reader.
ments,
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ments, by the Affiftance of the Hand on-
ly; or, where Inftruments are really re-
quired, by the Help of the Forceps or
Fillet, which are not only perfeltly fafe
and innocent, but extremely ufeful, and
in fome Cafes abfolutely neceffary.

BuT to return: As to the Odliguity, or
ill Situation of the Womb, which Da-
wventer makes {o much mention of * I
frankly declare, I have never found it to
be any other than what follows; @iz,
That either the Mouth of the Womb
lies high, and opens backwards, againft
the Os Sacrum, or Vertebre, or elfe for-
wards, towards the Os Pubzs. 1 have ne-
ver yet difcovered a Laferal Pointing, and
am furprized to find this Author infift fo
much upon it; though it muft be ac-
knowledged he does not ftand alone in this
Point, Dr. Mowbray not only afferts this
oblique Situation with an equal Pofitive-

* Chap. XI.

R,
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nefs, but is pleafed to beftow fome very
rough Words on fuch as do not admit 1t *,

Isuarr not here undertake to enu-
merate the many different Poftures dif-
played in Chamberlen, Daventer, and O-
thers, for I cannot but think, with Dionzs,
that thofe Cuts which reprefent the dif-
ferent Situations of Infants in the Womb,
in the Books of Guillemau, Mauriceau,
and QOthers, are of very little Ufe ; efpeci-
ally fince ’tis not by the Eye, as he ob-
ferves, but the Touch only, that an Artift
muft judge of the Pofture, I fhall only
obferve that a Child either prefents with
its Head, or it does not ; if with its Head,
Notice is to be taken whether the Pofture
be perfectly natural; 4. e. whether the
Face of the Child lies towards the Os
Sacrum, or removed from that Figure,
either fideways, or to the Os Pubis; for
this, according to the Make of the Wo-

* Set IV, Chap.. XIII, + Preface, p. 7.

man
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man (not as to the Figuration of the
Womb, but the Structure and Confirma-
tion of the Bones) is much to be regard-
ed, and, accordingly, the Child 1s to be
Returned, and drawn out by the Feez, or
elle allowed to advance in the Pofture it
lies in, and fo be born with its Head
firft, '

Ir the Child offers any other Part
than the Head, the Hand is to be pafied
gently into the Womb, the Feet to be
fearched for, the Child to be turned, and
that Way to be brought forth without
farther Delay.

BuT there is one Cale to be excepted ;
viz. when the Child prefents the Buztocks,
and is advanced in that Pofture, even be-
yond the Labia ; it is then to be extracted
as it lies: which I fhould chufe to per-
form by paffing a Finger or two of one
Hand, or, if poffible, of both Hands, to
the Groin, and thus bring the Child away,

' - rather
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rather than attempt the Feer. ‘This,
however, can be done only when the
Child is {fmall, or the Woman large, O-
therwife the Woman is to be laid on her
Back, with her Hips raifed, and her
Shoulders low, and then the Child to be

Returned fo as the Feef may be command-
ed

T o the Firflt of thefe then, wviz. A
Child prefenting with its Head.

CHAP.



Of a Child prefenting its HEAD.

paslaedy I, after a fufficient Tryal of
i natural Pains, the Head ftill

%@ O Pubis; fome Authors ad-
vife, when the Head prefles upon that
Bone, and cannot be ftirred or returned
by a Finger or two, that the Hand may
be pafled, the Head in fome meafure put
back, and then left again to Nature. But
I cannot fee why, the Hand once in the
Womb, the Feet {hould not at the fame
time rather be fought for, than to hazard
a needles Experiment, and at laft be for-
ced to make ufe of that Method.

NAY,
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N Ay, if the Head be really fallen
into the Vagina, it may, in many Wo-
men, be Returned with much Eafe and
Safety both to the Mother and Child, as
I have often experienced. But when
the Head has lain for {fome time low,
when the Pelvis is fmall, (whether the
Pofition of the Face be right or wrong)
when the Parts are clofe comprefled, and
the Head is not to be Returned, when there
1s no Room for the Hand to pafs, when
the natural Pains are of little or no Ser-
vice, and the Child {till living ; to bring
itaway, I fay, in this Cafe, is a Matter of
the greateft Nicety and Difliculty.

InDpEED there can be no Certainty
of the Child’s being Dead, whilft the Skin
of the Head is whole and firm, and no
Putrefaction or Cadaverous Smell perceiv-
ed. But by paffing the Hand to the Neg-
vel-String, as near the Nawvel as pofiible,

-1f 'T'hat has loft its Pulfe, and you feel not
| the
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the beating of the Umbilical Arteries, if
the Nawel-String be diminifhed, and be-
come not only fmall, but alfo flabby, if
you feel no Motion of the Heart between
the Ribs, if the Tongue be foft, and
without Motion, if the Bones of the Head
move to and fro, and the Sufures ride, or
wrap over one another, the Child is then
dead beyond all Difpute. But this is not
always to be known ; and the Room re-
quifite for doing this will generally allow
of taking the Child by the Feer.

SomeTiMESs there fhall be all the ufual
Symptoms of Labour, the Pains firong
and true, the Head of the Child very
low, and bearing forcibly down, every
Pain; yet the Os Tincee fhall be but very
little dilated, and that after many Hours
ftrong Pain. Here nothing more is to be
done, than with the Finger to dilate, and
thruft back the Ring or Circle, if 1 may
fo fpeak, which the Os Tince, now very
thin, makes upon the Head of the Child.

- This
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T his was the Cafe of a poor Woman fome
Years paft, to whom I was called. She
had been many Hours in Labour, in the
Beginning of which the Waters broke, the
Head of the Child lay in the Vagina, fo
low in the Pains, that the unikilful Mid-
wife (who had never touched the Mouth
of the Womb, which, as it generally does
in this Cafe, lay more than ordinarily
backwards) had given Hopes of Delivery
the very next Pain. Here 1did no more
than with my Finger dilate and caft back
the Ring of the Os Tincee, and o in a
few Minutes releafed the poor Infant,
which was near {pent by its fruitlefs Efforts,
and ftreightned Lodging ; the #”aters hava-
ing been long loft, and the Prefiure on the
Infant very great, efpecially in the Pains,

Bu T to return to the Method of faving

a Child whofe Head prefents, and lies
fixed in the Pelvis, and muft of Ne-

ceflity be born that way.

THIS
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Tuis can be done but two Ways,
viz. Either by flipping a Fillef over the
Hand, in fuch a Manner as to extract the
Child thereby, which I have oftentimes
done with great Succefs, or by taking
hold of the Head with the Forceps. It 1s to
be obferved, that Neither of thefe can
be ufed, if the Head dees not lie very
low, nor is their Ufe to be otherwife at-
tempted.

T u £ former of Thefe I muft beg leave
to be filent in, as being entirely an In-
vention of my own; not but that I have
been told fince the firft Publication of
this Treatife, that This is {o far from being
an Invention of mine, that the Fil/et is
generally, or, at leaft, very frequently em-
ployed. I own, indeed, that it may be
commonly ufed in Turning a Child, by fe-
curing one Foot with it, as I have directed ;
but do not believe the Manner of pafling

R it
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it over the Head to be fo univerfally
known and practifed.

A s to the Forceps, which, I think, no
Perfon has yet any more than barely men-
tioned, it is a noble Inftrument, to which
many now living owe their Lives, as I can
aflert from my own Knowledge and long
fuccefsful Practice.

T 11 s Inftrument, though not pointed,
muft yet be ufed with Caution. You are
firft to pafs one Part thereof above, gently
introducing it, and guarding and directing,
the Bow as far as you can, with all the
Fingers of the left Hand, the Inftrument
lying in the Hollow of the Hand, being
careful that no Fold or Part of the Vagi-
na get between the Inftrument and the
Head of the Child, which would at once
hinder any Hold of the Head, (and con-
fequently foil you in the Attempt) and
bruife the Part that intervenes. Buta lit-
tle Care will eafily prevent This,

' ONE
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ONE Part thus pafled over the Head,
and under the Os Pubis, the other is to be
pafled over the Os Sacrum; and thus a
Laceration will be avoided. When Thofe
are pafled, they are then to be brought
clofe together, and, if you pleafe, the
Screw may be put through, and faftened
with the Buzton, though there is no Occa-
fion for the Lofs of fo much Time. For,
without doing This, the Hand will prove
fufficient to keep them together ; and thus
you may extract the Head, by drawing

it gently down.

IT is much better, as I have juft obfer-
ved, that the two Parts of the Forceps
thould not be joined or fixed by a Screw,
the Hand being fufficient, and that for
thefe Reafons, Firff, becaufe when they
are fcrewed together, though they fhould
not happen to be exactly oppofite to each
other, yet they will turn fo asto take faft
Hold of the Infant’s Head, and readily

extrat it.  Secondly, In cafe one of the
¥ 2 Parts
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Parts fhould flip, it is then eafily returned
to its proper Poft, without being taken
wholly away : Whereas, when they are
fcrewed together, and then {lip off on one
Side, (which I have often experienced, in
fpite of the greateft Care I could ufe) the
Inftrument is to be repafled, and fcrewed
asat firft. ‘They have oftentimes flipped,
and, when I expected the Head of the
Child, I have been deceived, and found
the Handle Part come clofe, the Inftru-
ment only in my Hands, and the Work
all to do over again. I have always found
the Inftrument far lefs apt to {lip, fince I
omitted faftening the Parts together; and
with more Eafe to the Patient, as well as
myfelf, and in much lefs Time than be-
fore, have found the Head of the Child
fairly fixt in the Inftrument; thatis, be-
tween the two Parts or Bows : {othat, in a
few Seconds of a Minute, I have had the
Child’s Head with the Inftrument, after
which little or no Difficulty remains. Thus

have I Delivered feveral Women fince my
coming
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coming to Town, fome of whom you will
find mentioned in the Casgs at the End
of this TREATIsE. And Mr. Giffard, in
Caf: X1V, and elfewhere, frequently com-
plains that his Extraétor {lipt, which I
am fully perfuaded it would not have
done, if the Parts had been left unjoined,
as I now ufe them.

I po ingenuoufly confefs, that I came by
this Hint and Improvement by mere Accz-
dent, as, 1 believe, is frequently the Cafe i
Difcoveries of the greateft Importance.

For many Years my Forceps happened to
be made of fo foft a Metal as to bend or

give way, or fuffer fome Alteration in their
Curve. They were made, as ufual, with
the Screw fixed to one Part or Side of
them. Thefe I ufed for fome Years; but
they often happening to {lip off fideways,
as before mentioned, my Opinion of the
Inftrument was fo much leffened, that for
many Years after I ufed it but feldom,

and even not once in the Space of Ten
¥ 2 Years.
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Years. During which Time, when the
Child could not be Turned, I employed
the Filletr only. This I freely commu-
nicated to a very ingenious Practitioner,
now living in the Country, who will,
I doubt not, readily remember it upon
reading this. At length, I caufed ano-
ther Pair to be made me, of better Me-
tal, and fome other Improvements; the
Screw Part being contrived to take out,
and not fixed, as in the former. This
Screw I happened to' lofe in the Clrbs
at the Delivery of a Woman, who, with
her Child, is now living, and in Health
in Town ; and being fent for to another
prefently after, and being indeed forced to
make the Trial, found that the Inftrument
did its Office much better without the
Screw, or the two Parts being fixt,

A 1 1 I can fay, in Praife of this noble
Inftrument, muft neceffarily fall fhort of
what it juftly demands. Thofe only, who
have ufed it, and experienced the Excel-

| cellency
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¢« and only beft ferves, according to the
«« Rules ‘of his Profefiion, to difcharge
¢« the Duty of all the Inftruments in the
<« Surgeon’s Shop ; excepting only in the
¢ Cafe of a Monfler, or a very Hydropical
« Child.” But, I do not apprehend
that any Thing, advanced by this Author
againft that excellent Inftrument here re-
commended, will be allowed much
Weight to its Prejudice ; fince, as it ap-
pears, he was unacquainted with the true
Ufe of it.

I musT acknowledge myfelf fhort, in
not giving the Figure of my Forceps in
the former Edition. 1 was not indeed fo
thoroughly fenfible of this Defect, till 1
found ‘my Efay honourably mentioned
by a Learned Society eftablithed at Edin-
burgh for the Improvement of Phyfic and
Surgery, inthe Medical Efjays and Objer-
vations, &c. Vol. III. Art. XXXI. As
thefe Gentlemen, by faying I have not
given a Defcription of the Inftrument,

as
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as I ufed it, feem to infinuate that fome-
thing is wanting to render this Work
more complete and fatisfatory; I have
now fubjoined an exa¢t Draught of my
Forceps, which is very little different
from That ufed by the late Mr. William
Giffard ; and which I apprehend too of
a Make preferable to Thofe reprefented
Table V. of the Medical Effays, &ec. as
. taking better Hold of the Child’s Head
than can be done by an Inftrument, whofe
Curves are broad, and not divided and
formed into a Sort of a Ring, as in the
Figure here exhibited; in which the
moft protuberant Parts of the Head lie
naked: whereas, in the Extraéfors laft
mentioned the Whole is covered, and the
Inftrument of courfe takes up more
Room.

BuT toreturn. When it is pait all Dif-
pute that the Child is really Dead, and the
Women about you are fully convinced of
it,then, indeed, the Child, lying thus, may

be
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be drawn with the Crofchet. But here
great Care is required to introduce it
againft your Left #rif, and in the
Hollow of the Hand; (which muft be firft
pafled, and laid upon the Head) and then
fo to fix and guard the Point of it, that
it may not flip and wound the Woman ;
keeping the Left-Hand all the Time up,
and upon the Head, till you have it born
fo far, as to be fecure if the Hook fthould
chance to break the Hold.

IsomeTiMmEsufea Bliunt Hook, which
when placed oppofite to the Hand, and
pafled beyond the Head, will often take fo
much Hold of it;, when it lies extremely
low, as to do the Bufinefs, Though, even in
the Cafe of a Dead Child, the Forceps is
preferable, and may be ufed with great
Eafe and Safety. Here, when it will do,
you abate of that prodigious Care requir-

ed in the Ufe and Management of the
Jharp Hook,

I wouLD
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I wouLp of all Things advife the O-
perator to be particularly cautious in his
Enquiry whether the Infant in the Womb
be Dead or not; if he chufes to employ the
Hook, or the Child does not lie low enough
for the Ufe of the Forceps, and the Parts
are f{o ftreightened, that he cannot eafily
Turn it; for there have been many deplo-
rable Inftances of Infants that have been
drawn out this way as Dead, whilft they
have been really Living. Daventer him-
felf tellsus *, that he Delivered a Woman,
as he thought, of a Dead Child, when, to
his great Surprize, and beyond his Ex-
pectation, the miferable Infant, who had
been but roughly ufed, filled his Ears with
its Crzes and Lamentations. Some Infants,
as Dr. Chamberlen obferves -, have been
drawn forth Alive, after they have been
thought to be Dead, with both 4rms, or
fome other Limb lopped off; and Others
miferably killed with the Ufe of Crozchets,

* Chap. XXXII. 4 Lib, IT, Chap, XII.

who
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who might have been born Alive, if no
Miftake had been committed. A Man
therefore thould ufe his utmoft Endeavour
not to be deceived, always remembring,
with the above-mentioned Author, ¢ That
“ Timidity is, in this Cafe, more pardon-
¢ able than Temerity ; and that it is better
““ to be deceived intreating a Dead Infant
‘“ as 1f it were Alive, than a Living one as
« if it were Dead.”

THi1s Part being finithed, I now come
to the Second, viz. The METHOD of
Turning a Child.

0 G U
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AT

Of the Method of TURNING
a Child.

PP HI S is to be done in all Ca-
Loel f5z® les whatfoever except in That
009 R already treated of, vzz. When
e (A

out of the Womb, or when low in the
Pelvis, provided it lies fo loofe as eafily to
be Returned, and the Hand readily pafled ;
as I have performed in many Women,
with good Succefs. When early in La-
bour, or when, after confiderable Pain,
the Child does not fall down lower, the
Artift 1s allowed to pafs his Hand, and
make a f{ufficient Enquiry ; if he finds, I
fay, the Face of the Child turned towards
the.Os Pubis, it 1s much better to Turn the

Infant, and bring it out by its Feet, than
to
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to put the Labour upon the foot of Na-
ture; fince this Method is much more
fafe and eligible at firft, than almoft a
Certainty of a tedious and hard Labour,
with the Hazard of being obliged to have
recourfe to it laft; or than after a long
Continuance of the moft acute Pains, ac-
companied with the Perplexity of a tedi-
ous Waiting, the Head at length fallen
into the Pelvys, to be obliged to affift Na-
ture by the Art treated of in the Fir/f
Chapter, Nay, which way foever the
Face lies, if the Head does not fink lower,
by the Force of true and ftrong Pains, but
hangs as it were above, and prefles upon
any Part whatever, the Hand, to avoid ali
puzzling and ufelefs Diftinc¢tions, thould
be pafled, the Feez, fought for, and the
Child by them drawn away. I fhall be
very full and clear on the Manner of per-
forming this in its proper Place.

T nus, 1fay, a Child, Prefenting with
its Head, 1s often to be Turned, and Deli-
G vered



98 ATREATISE

vered with the Feer firft; in all other Pof-
tures whatever, always with the Fees firft;
and always Turned, except when it Prefents
with the Feer, and Nature has faved the
Artift that Labour, and the Mother the
Pain; orin the Cafe fpecified in the Clofe
of the Introduétion.

I~ fome Subjets, where the Head has
been let down into the #4gina, but has not
advanced with the Mother’s Pains, I have
very eafily and happily Returned it, by
gently prefling back thé Head with the
Hollow of my Hand, whillt my Fingers,
ftretched out, were within the Os Tince ;
which, though not contracted with great
Force upon the Child’s Neck, ftands in
need of a little Affiftance. Thus having
conducted the Head till it is fairly in the
Pelvis, as it was before it fell down, I then
take the Infant by its Feer, and {o eafily
Extract it. This I did once for a Woman,
who was much terrified at the Name or
Thought of an Inftrument, and would

not
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not allow of the Forceps, and, at the fame
time, fancied a Filler would ftrangle the
Child. I then told her, I would endea-
vour to Deliver her without Either of them.
Accordingly, I put her in a proper Pof-
ture, and Delivered her as before directed,
in a few Minutes, of a Living Child. But
I would not advife This to be generally at-
tempted, nor upon all Subjects. For the
Head lying very low, and wholly in the
Vagina, but, fticking there, is, with moft
Safety both to the Mother and the Child,
Extracted by the Fillet, or Forceps.

Ismourp now proceed to the Manner
of Turning a Child, but fhall, in the firft
place, (that I may be the better underftood,
and fet the Whole in one View, and in as
ftrong a Light as I can, to the young
Artift) mention fome Particulars relating
both to the Mother and the Infant, which
often occafion much Difficulty in the Per-
formance of it.

G 2 Ixn



teo ‘' ATREATISE

In regard to the Mother; 'The
Streightnefs of the Vagina is frequently
a great Hindrance; it being fometimes fo
narrow, as fcarcely to admit even a {mall
Hand, though covered with O/, dxungia,
or the like. The {mall Dilatation of the
Os Tince will alfo fometimes prove an
Impediment, as will likewife the Waters
having been long loft, by which means
the Parts are rendered dryer, the Paflages
lefs flippery, and more contracted, and,
confequently, lefs fit for the Egrefs of the
Infant. Strong Pains too are oftentimes
an Hindrance, when they have occafioned
fo much Lofs of Strength, that the Wo-
man can bear but little Fatigue. One or
more of thefe Caufes renders the Operati-
on difficult and dangerous; but efpecially
the Smallnefs of the Pelvis, and the more
than ordinary Curve of it; the promi-

nent Part of the loweft Perfebre * of
the

* Loweft Vertebra of the Leins, and the upper-
moft of the Os Sacrum, and not the Os Sacrum a-
Jone, as Dr. Mowbray, Mr, G iffard, and others call
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the Loins being fo great, as to leave too
little Space between That and the Os Pu-
bis ; in which Cafe it is with great Diffi-
culty that the Hand can be introduced,
and harder ftill to come at the Infant’s
Legs; efpecially if the Pofture of the
Child be againft you, But the worit Hin-
drance of all is, when with great Pains
you have Turned the Child, and brought
it to the Head, (though in ever fo righta
Pofition, which is always to be regarded)
it fticks there, and will not pafs at all, or
not without the greateft Difficulty,

Turs unhappy Make of fome Wo-
men is the Caufe of many terrible La-
bours. Some of the Sex are this Way fo
very unfortunate, that it is impoffible for
them to have a Child born without the

&

this Procefs. Alfo in fome Subjects, the Os Pubis
is of fuch a Formation, as to leave very little Space
between it and the Vertebre before mentioned, This
Improvement I acknowledge I owe to that excellent
Anatomift Dr. Fames Douglas, who has found the
Parts thus difpofed in a Dead Body ; fince which I
have obferved the fame in another.

G 3 Help
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Help of Art, or even with Ar¢ to have
a Ltving one, unlefs the Child be extreme-
ly fmall made, if I may fo fpeak, to fuit
with the bad Form of its Mother, and
fhe too have an Artift with her very early
in her Labour.

T u & Make and Conformation of the
Woman, as to her Bozes and the Shape of
her Body in general, but particularly as
to the Parts concerned in forming the
Pelvis, and not the Obliguity of the
Womb, which Daventer lays the whole
Strefs upon, is the common Caufe of
bad Labours, and the Neceflity of Att,

In regard to the Infant, the Difficulty
of Tuarning a Child is more or lefs, ac-
cording as the Feet lie at a lefs or greater
Diftance from the Mouth of the Womb ;
according as the Child turns with its
Knees up towards its Belly, wholly bend-
ing that way; or as it bends backwards,
with its Heels turned to the Back, and

R ‘perhaps
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perhaps near the Head. In the former
Pofture, the Child more eafily bends
round, and the Feet are foon brought
down into the Yagina; whereas, in the
latter, it 1s bent with Difficulty, and the
Feet are hard to be brought down. As,
in fome Subje@s, the Child is Turned with
the greateft Eafe, and in very little Time;
fo in others it is not to be performed
without much Difficulty, and more
Time. In this, more Force is required,
the Mother fuffers accordingly, and the
Child is hazarded both as to its Life and
Limbs. Another Difficulty, arifing from
the Child, is the Largenefs of it, when it
18 too big for its Mother, either by a na-
tural Make, or by its being Dropfical, in
the Head, or any other Part. But to
come to the Matter in hand, namely the
Manner of Turning a Child,

Tuz firft Thing to be done, is to lay
the Woman in a proper Pofture, wiz.

with her Shoulders very low, and her
G 4 Hips
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Hips raifed high, her Knees held up and
kept wide afunder, and her Heels drawn
up towards the Nazes. Which Pofture
is abfolutely neceffary, when any Part of
the Child is to be Returned ; and always
the beft : Though fometimes I have, in a
well-made Woman, performed the Ope-
ration as fhe lay on her Side. In this
Pofture the #omb, with the Child, will
fall back by its own Weight, the Child
will be more eafily Returned, if yet in
the leaft advanced, and the Hand may be
paffed with more Eafe and Expedition,
which is now gently to be introduced,
being firft anointed with Oi/, Pomatum,
Asxungia, or fomething {fmooth and flip-
pery, to facilitate its Paffage.

Tw1s being done, it will be eafy to
perceive what Part offers firft. If it be
the Breaft ot Belly, unlefs the Child bends
backwards with its Legs turned behind,
you will foon find the Knees, Whatever
the Pofture is, you are, with as little

Force
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Force as pofiible, to fearch for the Feer.
When you have found one, the great Toe
thereof will foon fatisfy you to which
Foot it belongs, whereby you will be di-
reted on which Side to fearch for the
other. If it fhould lie {fo near that you
can get the Feet clofe together, it is beft,
if poffible, to take them Both between
your Fore and Middle Fingers, one plac-
ed behind above the Hee/, and the other
upon the Inflep; 1 fay, if you can com-
mand Both: and then draw them down
into the Vagina (which, the Toe being
towards the Child’s Belly, in a Woman
well made, I have often done) fo low,
that you may add the Affiftance of the
other Hand. It is much the beft to fe-
cure Both Legs; but when I could get
only one, without giving the Mother too
much Pain, and have found the remain-
ing Leg lying towards the Infant’s Belly,
I have brought the Child away by one
Leg, with the additional Affiftance of
two Fingers in the Groin, when the Child

was
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was fo far advanced, as to allow it., In
this Cafe it is more advifable to leave
the fecond Leg in the {aid Pofture, than
to attempt advancing it ; becaufe, if it be
not entirely brought down, but left in the
Pafiage, there will be Danger of Fraur-
ing the Child’s Thigh, and the Woman
muit endure more Pains; which once hap-
pened in my own Practice,

A's foon as you have the Legs, you are
to take them in a Cloth, and draw them
gently down, ever obferving that the oes
of the Child be turned towards the Mo-
ther’s Back, that, when it comes to the
Ilead, the Chin may not ftick or hang
upon the Os Pubis, as, with the Face
turned that Way, it muft do. If the Feet
do not at firft come this Way, the Child
1s gently to be Turned as you draw it, fo
that, before the Head arrives at the Bones,
the Face may lie right. But even this
Care will not, in fome Women, prevent
the Infant from fticking at the Head, As

the
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the Child, being drawn gently, advances,
you are to fhift your Hands from the
Legs to the Thighs, and, as foon as the
Nates are dilcharged, you are then to
draw no more at the Thighs but with a
foft Linen Cloth round the 7aiff, and
with Hold above the Hips, always be-
ing particularly careful, that the Force

be not great enough to ftrain the Back
of the Child.

Tur moft unhappy Circumftances
that occur in this Way of Delivery pro-
ceed either from a difproportionate Large-
nefs of the Head, or from its being
more Ofiified than ordinary; for the
Heads of fome Children are much more
firm and Ofjfted than others. (And hence,
by the by, we may fee the great Ufe
of the Fontanelle, or Opening of the
Bones of the Siu// in Infants, that the
Bones may by that means ride as it were
over one another in the Birth, and fo
leflen the Magnitude of the Head, for

is
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1ts eafier Exit.) Or from a Streightnefs
of the Paflage, for which Reafons the
Head fticks at or upcn the Os Pubis,
and the protuberant Part or Procefs of
the loweft Vertebra of the Loins before-
mentioned. But to return: I fay, the
Child is to be drawn gently down, till
advanced to the Arm-pits, or there-
abouts, when the Arms are to be fetched
one at a Time, by the Fingers of the
Hand on that Side; then a Finger or
two of the Left Hand is to be put in-
to the Infant’s Mouth, whilft the Child
1s gently drawn with the Right, ftirring
the Head a little to and fro, that it may
pafs quick; by which means, with the
joint Concurrence of a little Help at the
Mouth, (all the other Part of the Left
Hand, and part of the Right drawing
down, and the Fore and Middle Fingers
moving the Head a little) the Operation
1s generally performed with fmall Pain
to the Mother, and manifeft Safety to the
Child, When the Child is advanced to

the
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the Head, it is more proper for the Wo-
man to be turned on her Side, becaufe
thus the Left Hand has more Freedom,
and there is then no Preflure on the

Point of the Os Coxygis.

I mave Turned fome hundred Chil-
dren, now living, and feveral of them
advanced to an adult Age. Indeed at
my firft fetting out, and for fome Years
after, this Operation often proved diffi-
cult to me, even in thofe Cafes which
I now can, and have upwards of twenty
Years laft paft been able to perform with
great Eafe; which fhews, that in this,
as in all other Arts and Manual Opera-
tions whatever, much Practice and Care
are required in every Practitioner, who
would arrive at the perfect Maftery of it.

I wourp be far from being thought
to advance, that the Turning of Chil-
dren .is* equally eafy- in all Poftures;
for it is far otherwife, Thus, when the

DI Nawel
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Navel Prefents, the Feetindeed are eafily
and readily found, and the Child is bent
the right Way ; but when the Shou/ders
or Spine happen to come firft, the Feet
lic far out of the Way, and, even when
come at, are not without great Difficulty
brought forwards; and, if drawn back-
wards, are ill-fetched down, and both
the Mother and Child fuffer greatly.
Much more Force or Violence is in this
Cafe required, and the Artift himfelf has
but a hard Tatk. |

AN Arm Prefenting, and advanced as
far as the Axilla, or Arm-pit, is not to be
Returned, but the Hand is to be pafied,
(which, as Daventer juftly obferves o
is often found to penetrate with more
Eafe when the Arm hangs down, than
when the fame is thraft back again) and
the Feet to be fought for; which when

* Midwifery improved, p, 194.

found,
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found,the Arm, though it were to be withed
it was not fo fallen, will prove no very
great Hindrance in Turning the Child.
Hence we may fee, that the old Way of
Cutting * or Twifling off + an Arm thus
advanced, and not to be Returned, which
was always formerly attempted, is but bad
Pratice ; though of the two, I muft
confefs the latter Way to be the bet. Nor
is there any Excufe for the F olly of dip-
ping the Infant’s Hand, thus hanging out
of the Womb, in Cold Water, rubbing it
with Ice, or touching it with a wet
Cloth, which fome ignorant Midwives
practife, in hopes that the Child, upon
perceiving the Cold, will prefently draw
it in again ; becaufe the Child is {o much
comprefled and fireightened in the Paflage
by this vicious Pofture, that it is impof-
fible for it to draw it in again. Befides,
the Weight of the Infant’s Body, which

* Vid. Ambrof. Parei Op. Lib. xxiii. cap. 26.
+ Chamberlen’s Mauriceau, P. 204.

bears
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bears downwards on the Arm, will effectu-
ally hinder it.

~ Some Writers advife, that the Infant
{thould in this Cafe be fetched away by
the Head. But This, as Dionis obferves ¥,
and as I myfelf have experienced, is Im-
poflible. Becaufe the Os Tincee, or Mouth
of the Womb, which is dilated but juft
enough to give way to the Child’s
Arm, will {carcely admit of the Ope-
rator’s Hand, much lefs will it fuffer the
Infant’s Head to pafs. The fame Author
tells us-+f-, that he Laid feveral Women
in this Circumftance, and always fuc-
ceeded when he Turned the Children, and
brought them away by the Fees, as I
have here directed ; but that, whenever
he attempted to do it by the Head, he
had always a great deal of Trouble, and
was fure to be difappointed at lait.

* Pag. 229. + Id. Ibid.

L1 oNCE
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I oncE, as may be feen in Cafe xxv.
Delivered a poor Woman, where the
Child’s Arm had been eighteen Hours in
the World, and much fwelled by the long
Time, and the Ignorance of the Midwife,
who pulled violently at the Arm every
Pain ; not knowing, that it was altogether
impofiible to extract a full grown Infant
by that Method, The Mother is ftill liv-
ing, as alfo the Child, which is about
feventeen Years old.

OrEeRrRATORS in Midwifery cannot pof-
fibly be too cautious in the Ufe of Inftru-
ments, norcan they take too great Care in
informing themfelves whether the Infants,
on whom they intend to exercife them,
are certainly Dead or not, as will appear
from the following miferable Inftance.
There was lately living a Man, whofe
Arm was thus cut off, before his Body,
or any other Part but that Arm, was
born, by a Surgeon and Man-Midwife

H lately



i14 ATREATISE

lately deceafed, who, doubtlefs, took the
Child for Dead. But finding it by its bleed-
ing to be alive, which he did not in the
leaft expe®, he ftopped the Flux of
Blood, and the Child, as before-men-
tioned, lived to be a Man. But what a
lamentable Profpe¢t muft it be to the
Standers by, not to mention the poor ten-
der-hearted Mother, to fee a Child thus
brought into the World a Cripple, with
one Arm lopped off through Miftake!

BuT to proceed. I cannot by any
Means allow the Arms to remain above,
and fo to be extraGed with the Head,
which was Daventer’s conftant Practice *,
The Force to the Mother is thus ren-
dered much greater, and the Hazard in
regard to the Infant the fame, if not
much more. For the Head may thus

* Pag. 230. In which he is followed by Dr. Asaw-
bray, p. 265. Though the former owns he in this
proceeds contrary to the Opinion of all Authors to
him known; and the latter profefles to act in di-
re& Oppofition to moft Wiiters,

ftick
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ftick upon his Bones, and the Child’s
Neck be drawn, that is, the Vertebre di-
vided. The Arms can be no poffible Se-
curity ; for it is not, as Daventer ad-
vances *, that the Head is taken hold of
by the Mouth of the Womb, by that
fixed, and there kept up, but by the
Bones. And 1 am furprized that the
Author here mentioned fhould affert, the
Child’s Safety confifts in leaving the
Arms to come with the Head, it being
quite otherwife. For the Artift now draw-
ing with greater Force, which is abfo-
lutely required in this way of extracting,
may be eafily deceived; and that Mo-
ment when he expels the Child, he
may draw its Neck : Whilft in the other
Way, the Arms being down, he has the
Infant’s Neck in his Hand, and confe-
quently can better judge of the Force
ufed, and thereby be able to treat it with
the greater Tendernefs.

* Pag. 231.

H 2 SINCE
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SiNcE, as I faid before, the Head is
as liable to {tick upon the Bones, when
the Arms are left, as when they are
not; the Cafe, I think, is plain on my
Side, But, to put the Matter beyond
Difpute, I at one time, out of too great
Regard for Daventer, took this Me-
thod, till I found what I mention, viz.
that the Head of the Child, though the
Face lay exactly right, might ftick upon
the Bones. For when, after the ufe of pro-
per Strength, the Child was not born,
as I bad Reafon to expe& it would, I
thought I found fomething give way,
and fufpected it to be the Child’s Neck;
upon which 1 forbore, and fetched down
the Child’s Arms, and found upon Ex-
amination that the Vertebre were divided,
I then put two Fingers of my Left-hand
into its Mouth, and had the Head im-
mediately. Now, had I continued draw-
ing this Child, the Head would doubt-
lefs have been wholly divided from the

Body ;
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Body ; and muft afterwards have been
fetched away by itfelf,

Tue Woman indeed had been fo
long in Labour, that the Child’s Life
was before defpaired of ; but had this
Method been taken very early, and the
Child been in full Strength, it.would
certainly have been the fame. 1 fhall
only obferve farther, that I returned to
my former Praétice, and from that time
formed a Refolution never to hazard ano-
ther Child this way; unlefs, which will
fometimes be the Cafe, a fmall Child,
and fo a Part in Proportion, comes very
cafily, and with the Ufe of little Force ;
for then I continue to draw gently, and
find no Occafion to ftop or fetch down
the Arms. This is generally done when
the Second Child, in Cafe of Twins, is
taken by the Feet, immediately after the
Birth of the Firft,

Iy I Have
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I mave before faid, that it is beft,
if you can, to take Both the Feet at
once between your Fingers; but this is
not always, nor indeed very often, to be
done. You may bring one Foot into
the Pagina, then flip a Fillet with a
running Noofe above the Joint; this
done, and the Foot fecured, but not
confined, you are to endeavour to find
the other (to which that, already brought
down, will be a Direction) pafling your
Fingers up to the Groin, unlefs the Foot
meets you in the Way; and bring that
down alfo,

Tuoucu it is much the beft Way
to have Both the Feet, yet fometimes
when with great Difficulty I have had
one only, rather than give freth Pain to
the Woman, already much fatigued before
I came to her, I have fometimes left the
other Leg, and drawn the Child by one,
obferving to pafs a Finger into the Groin,

when
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when fo far advanced; and this I have
done with Safety. Nor have I ever had
a Diflocation of the Thigh-Bone by this
Means, or any confequent Lamenels of
the Part. But as the Force in this Cafe
is greater to the Woman, it ought not
to be done, if, without too much Paiz,
~the other Foot can pofiibly be brought
down.

In this way of Delivery, Care is to be
taken that the Child lics as little in the
Paffage as poffible, efpecially when far
advanced, left it be loft, either by the
Stagnation of the Blood in the Nawel-
Sfiring, now expofed in. fome meafure to
Cold, or by the Placenta being at this
time {o much feparated, that very little
Blood can pafs from the Mother to the
Fetus, {o as to keep up the Circulation;
for which Reafon the Child muft die,
for want of receiving Air by the Mouth,
to put the Lungs in Motion, and {o

maintain the Circulation that way. Be-
H 4 fides
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fides, upon the Mother’s account, who

muft needs be in great Pain, you ought
to be as fpeedy in the Delivery as is con-

fiftent with Safety.

WuEenN it appears neceflary that a
Child thouald be Turned, the fooner it is
done, the better; before the Parts are
much f{welled, and become dry by the
Lofs of the Waters, and the Woman’s
Strength is too much exhaufted.

WHEN there are any of the Hindrances
already mentioned in this Chapter, the
Work will often prove difficult, and,
with fome Women, impoffible. Yet
where a Woman 1s well made, and the
Vagina receives the Hand, where the
Pelvis is large, the Bones {mooth, and
the Spirits not yet exhaufted, it may
be performed without much Pain or
Delay. But when the Paffages are nar-
row, and the Loweft Vertebre of the

Loins, and the Upper Pertebre of the Os
Sacrum,
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Sacrum, jet fo much forwards as to leave
too {mall a Space between that Protube-
rance and the Os Pubis, it is extremely dif-
ficult to come at the Feet; and, in a bad Po-
fition of the Child, fometimes impofiible,
without too much Violenceto the Woman.
When the Membranes are not yet broken,
as it happens to forne who have been
a confiderable time in Labour, or the
Waters but lately loft, when the Child
is not very large in Proportion to the
Parts through which it muft pafs, and
its Feet eafy to be come at, the Knees
lying upon, or near, the Belly ; this Ope-
ration may be performed with great
Eafe by an Experienced Artift, with little
Pain, far lefs than in common natural
Labours, and perfect Safety both in refpect
of the Mother and Child.

I uave this way Delivered Num-
bers in a few Minutes, without Hurry,
or the leaft Appearance of Hafte or
Rathnefs, and with a very little Pain ; as

many
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many Perlons can atteft at, and feveral
Miles round, Halffed in Ejffex.

N ow, though I often turn Children
which prefent with the Hegd, this is
not to be underftood of true natural
Labours, in which, by the Force of ge-
nuine Pains, when the Woman is of a
jult Make, and the Child in a goed
Pofture, the Head falling down into the
Pelvis, and advancing a little every Pain,
Nature itfelf will do the Work with
common Affiftance, This is indifpu-
tably the fafeft and moft happy Labour ;
and no one can well be ignorant what
this common Affiftance and proper At-
tendance is. Thofe, however, who are,
may lee it in Daventer, Mauriceau, Mow-
bray, and Others; my Defign being to
treat of fuch Labours only as require
ART.

WHEN there are Two Children in
the Womb, or Three, (which once I met
with)
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with) after the Firft is born, I fee no
manner of Reafon for, but again/ft, wait-
ing the Courfe of Nature, and the Force
of the Mother’s Pains. The Moment one
Child is brought away, and given to
thofe in waiting, the Arzifl is to pafs his
Hand, which may now be done without
much Pain, and break the Membranes,
if not yet broken, and fo bring the other
Child away by the Feet. This 1sa fafe and
ealy Way, there being then Room to Turn
the Child in whatever Pofture it may
chance to lie, without the leaft Vio-
lence to it or the Mother. No ima-
ginable Harm, that I fee, can accrue
from this Method ; but the Woman will
have a clear #omb, be immediately freed
from Pain, and laid to Reft, and the In-
fant much more fecure, than if it runs
the Hazard of as tedious Stay, which is
oftentimes protracted even to the Space of
twenty-four Hours, or longer, between
Child and Child. I am not a little
pleafed to find Dr. Mowbray agree with

me
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me exaltly in this Point, and advife this
Manner of Proceeding, in almoft the {ame
Words ufed by me on this Occafion, « |
“ would fetch, fays be, the fecond Chijld
“ by the Feet, in cafe the fecond Flypg-
“ 7ng is not yet over, and That, notwith-
‘¢« ftanding the Head fhould prefent it’s
“ felf furft.” *

O the contrary, the poor Sufferer,
after fhe has gone through the Fatigue of
one Labour, and That, perhaps, a very
hard one, and is much {pent for want of
Reft, will, inftead of that Refrefhment
and inexpreflible SatisfaGion that may
arife from her Pain, Danger and Sufpence
being over, have them all continued and
increafed by a fecond Labour. Weak
and harafled as fhe is, the muft be {till
obliged to go through a frefh Confli&t,
with all its Accidents and Concomitants ;
which will greatly endanger her Health

* Pag. 267. Where by the Flooding he muft
mean the Flowing of the Waters,

and
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and Strength, and make a much longer
Time neceflary for her Recovery. But
the worft of all, and which too often
happen in this Cafe, are Floodings, which
generally prove of fatal Confequence.
But Thefe fhall be the Subject of another
Chapter.

I T very often falls out, that, after the
Birth of the Firft, the Second Child falls
crofs, or in fome wrong Pofture, and That
after the Waters have been long loft, the
Parts contrated, and the Woman has been
much weakened. There is then an abfolute
Neceflity of bringing the Child away by
the Feer. How much better then would
This have been done at firft ? Nor are the
many Inftances, that may be brought, of
Women and their Offspring doing well,
though there happens to be a confiderable
Diftance of Time between the Birth of
them, a juft Objetion againft this Me-
thod, all things duly weighed and confi-
dered.,

Som E-
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SoMETIMES, and very often, in-
deed, it falls out, that the Nawvel-String is
twifted twice round the Neck of the
Child; fo that when it advances in a
right Pofition, and is born as far as the
Shoulders, I immediately order the Wo-
man next me on the Side I ufually deli~
“ver the Child from me, which is the
Left, to pafs the Sciffars, carefully avoid-
ing any hurt to the Child, under one of
the Znvolutions, and cut the Szring, not
{uffering the Child to advance any farther
before this be done. For were the Infant
to be wholly born, it would hazard the
breaking of the String, poflfibly, and
moft likely at the Placenta, and there-
by render the Extraction lefs eafy ;
or, which is much worfe, rudely tear
off the Placenta, which fhould be cau-
tioufly and gently feparated; or perhaps
pull down the Fundus Uteri, and fo invert
the Matrix; which is a Cafe I have fe-
veral Times met with, after the Pratice of

rough
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rough and ignorant Midwives; which
may ferve as a Warning to Others, how
they pull at the String without a Hand
in the Womb to feparate and help to ex-
tract the Placenta.

N ow, on the other hand, the Dividing
of the String, as here directed, can be at-
tended with no bad Confequence; for
that Part of it which is left upon the
Child may be eafily held at the Extre-
mity, or elfewhere, between a Finger
and Thumb, by the Perfon in whofe Lap
the Child happens to lie, till, by Another,
the String can be conveniently tied.

AN D here I have an Opportunity of
obferving, that moft Midwives, efpecially
in the Country, ufually tie the String at
too great a Diftance from the Child’s
Belly, and thereby occafion a Weaknefs -
or Rupture of that Part; which, in Fe-
males, oftentimes proves of bad Confe-
quence, efpecially when they come to

| bear
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bear Children themfelves, I am inclined
to be of Opinion, that this is fometimes
the Caufe of Umbilical Ruptures ; it feems
to me at leaft to be no improbable Con-
jecture. However, I fhall leave it to be
determined by better Judges. It is very
certain, that more than two Inches of
the String itfelf from the Navel, which
at this time generally jets out a little, is
unneceffary ; whereas I have commonly
known Midwives leave Five or Six.

CHAP
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C H'A P i,
Of2he PLACENT A, o After-Birth.

@ H E Placenta,or After-Birth,
7a® by fome Authors called the
P8, Hepar Utcrinum, is never to
OV be left to be fhat up in the
Womb, whether the Labour has been na-
tural, or not. And I have the Satisfaction
of finding Dr. Mowbray recommending
this Prattice. ¢ This, fays be, is to be
“ done with all imaginable Speed after
“ the Child is born, even before the Na-
 wel-String is cut; becaufe the Womb
¢ immediately contracts itfelf, fo that
“ This cannot be accomplithed afterwards,
‘¢ without great Difficulty, p.220.” I ne-
ver {uffer the Womb to clofe before it is
relieved of its Contents, For the Mo-
ment the Child is born, I flip my Right
Hand into the Womb (at which time the
1 Parts,
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Parts, on account of their great Dilata-
tion, will allow of it without Force or
Pain) and gently with itaflift in Extract-
ing the Placenta. By this Method no
Mifchief can happen; but the Cake may,
otherwife, fo adhere to the Fundus Uteri,
as not to be Extracted but with the Affif-
tance of the Hand, which cannot after-
wards be pafled without great Trouble
and freth Pain. There may alfo be a
Falfe Conception in the Womb ; nay even
another Child, efpecially if it be emaciated.

T u1s had been the Cafe of a Wo-
man I once Delivered, now living at
Halfted, had not I taken the Method
here mentioned. For one Child was born
by Natural Pains, and the Placenta, 1
found, would very eafily have followed.
But fhe, without my Affiftance, would, in
all Probability, have been put to Reft,
with an emaciated Chi'd in her Womb,
and its ditin& Placenta, which I found,
and immediately brought away.

My
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M v Method is, to give the Child away
immediately, and pafs my Right Hand, as
before mentioned, to prevent the Uferus
from clofing on the Placenta. At which
time the Woman, probably lying on her
Side, is to be turned on her Back, that I
may have the Advantage of the Preflure of
my other Hand on her Body, for the more
eafy Extracting the Placenta. To pre-
vent Co/d, I order the String to be cut im-
mediately, and its Extremity to be held.
For there can be no Impetus in the Blood
fufficient for forcing its Way in the Vef-
fels, which may not be {topt by the leaft
Preflure. Nor can Iimagine, fuppofing
it let go for a Minute, that the Lofs of
a {mall Quantity of Blood would be at-
tended with any bad Confequence; perhaps,
on the contrary, fuch a moderate Lofs
might prevent Convulfions, &c. But 1
leave This to the Confideration of better

Judges.

Iz D10-
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DIONIS tells us, p. 109. « That
if the After-Birth in an Abortion, at the
“ End of two or three Months, comes not
‘“ away, it is not worth while to be con-
“ cerned at it; for it is not big enough
“ to occafion any mortal Symptoms.”
But I muft beg leave to be of the contra-
1y Opinion; as having in thefe Mifcar-
riages frequently obferved great and dan-
gerous Floodings, and other bad Symptoms
to arifc from a Retention of the 4fter-
Burden. Nor would I advife any one
to truft to its coming away of its sz
accord, or to leave the Expulfion of it to
Nature, as this Author feems te hint.

[ 4

BurT to return, A Midwife, who is
not thus careful to introduce her Hand,
but only takes what comes away of it-
fclf, may probably leave fomething be-
hind, to the great Peril and Prejudice of
the Woman, The remaining Pains are
oftentimes imperfect, and o pafs under

the Denomination of Afer.Pains, till a
bad



O» MIDWIFERY. 133

bad Fever is kindled, or Floodings are oc-
cafioned ; Both which generally prove fa-
tal, and might have been prevented by
this Method, which was alfo Daventer’s,
as may be feen in his Treatife *, and
which I believe is the prefent Practice of
the greateft Mafters in the Profeffion.

N o r are the Examples of many Wo-
men doing very well under the Manage-
ment of fuch Mid wives, as never to pafs the
Hand, any Obiection to this Method,
fince No one was ever hurt by it, but

Thoufands on the contrary have fuffered,
nay died, by the Omiflion thereof.

I T may be neceflary, perhaps, in this
Place to add a Word or two concerning
the Operation itfelf. The Hand, as be-
fore direGted, being introduced into the
Uterus the Moment the Child is born, the
Placenta, if already loofened from the

% Chap. XXVIIL
1 Matrix,
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Marrix, will eafily fall down into it,
‘which muft lie juft within the Mouth
of the Womb, and by that Means
may be eafily grafped by one Hand, whilft
you draw the String a little with the o-
ther, This will bring it down immedi-
ately : but before you do this, it 15 beft,
though the Cake does not adhere, to pafs
your Hand fo far, asto be aflured that
there is Nothing more remaining, If it
does adhere, you are very gently, and by
Degrees, to {cparate the Part from the
Matrix with your Fingers, and, when
loofened, draw the String gently, and
keep all contained, as it were, before the
Hollow of the Hand, in the Womb, leav-
ing Nothing behind. This is to be done,
if you are at the Birth of the Child; and,
in cafe you are fent for after the Child is
born, the Hand muft then be introduced
as here dire¢ted, and the fame Method
taken.

1 HAVE
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I uave often been called many
Hours after the Birth of the Child, and
when the String has been broken off at, or
near, the Placenta. This indeed is a very
great Difadvantage; not that the Navel-
String, as fome may imagine, is any Direc-
tion or Guide, but becaufe, when the
Placenta is loofened, it is of fome Help
in the Extra&ion. It is not, I confefs,
{o eafily taken away whole by the Hand
only ; but neverthelefs it may thus with

Care be done well, and with Safety.

On E greatand common Caufe of bad
~ Labour, is the Woman’s being put upon
it too early, whereby fhe is often much
haraffed, and her Strength fo loft by un-
profitable Pains, that, when {he comes to
be faitly and truly in Labour, her Pains,
from a Defe& of Spirits, cannot rifeto a
Height fufficient for Delivery, though
the Make of the Woman and Pofture of

the Child fhould happen to favour it.
14 | Hence
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Hence the Labour, which otherwife might
have been an eafy and natural one, is
rendered difficult, and Ar¢ is forced to
fupply the Place of Nature.

- Tue Midwife fometimes cannot
diftinguith Genuine Pains from Spuri-
ous ones. 'They are often mixed to-
gether, and many Women have fuch for
more than a2 Month’ Time before their
Delivery, as much refemble true Labour.
Here a Midwife, being fent for, fhall fre-
quently, without proper Enquiry, That
by the Zouch 1 mean, encourage thefe
Pains by Hot Suppings, Clyfters, Cordial
Medicines, a warm Room, &¢. and fo
bring on untimely Labour, to the great
Hazard, and fometimes Lofs of both the
Mother and the Child.

No Woman whatever fhould be put
upon her Labour before the Os Tincee,
or Inner Orificc of the Womb, dilates

and opens itfelf, I have been often call-
ed
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ed in at the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth
Month, when the {mall Efforts, Nature
has at that time made, and the Spurious
Pains have been fo far heightened by at-
tempting to bring on the Labour, that the
Mouth of the Womb has been {o much
dilated, as to give an eafy Admittance to
my Hand. Yet, there being no Flux from
the Uzerus, 1 always chofe rather to quiet
my Patients by proper Anodynes, and or-
der them to keep their Beds, &¢. by
which Means they have gone their full
Time, and been at Jaft happily Delivered,
This fhould ever be done when there are
no Floodings, Convulfions, or other threat-
ening Symptoms, which call for a fpeedy
and 1mmediate Delivery.

CHIA P
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CFl A TV,

Of FLOODINGS.

S1EVixo a Separation of the Placenta,
PV, either in Whole, or in Part,
~*Y from the Uterus. As both the
Veins and Arteries of the Placenta are
fuppofed to inofculate with thofe of the
Uterur, it is plain to every Capacity, that
their Separation muft neceffarily be fol-
lowed by this Difcharge, and that it can-
not be ftopped till the Mouths of thefe
Veflels are contraéted, which cannot be,
as long as the Womb is diftended with its
Contents. So that at what Time foever
of Pregnancy a Woman happens to be
affliGed with Flodings, {he muft be De-

livered ; efpecially if they come to any
great
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great Degree, and, as for the moft Part
it happens, the Mouth of the Womb
is dilated; that is, if it will eafily re-
ceive two Fingers. Nothing in this Cafe
but Timely Delivery, by which, €’er it be
too late, the gaping Veflcls may contract
themftlves, can promife the leaft Safety.

From the Want of This many fatal
Heamorrbages have happened, in which
near the whole Mafs of Blood has been
exhaufted. Few Midwives are fufficient-
ly apprifed of this unhappy Symprom,
which calls loudly for the beft Advice
and Affiftance, as being 2 Rock on which
many of the Sex are loft.

Froopinegs after Delivery are ve-
ry frequent, even when the Delivery is
compleat, and Nothing remains behind.
This may proceed from {eparating the
Placenta too haftily, from the Patient’s
being much heated in a long and hard
Labour, from the Blood’s being rendered

too
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too hot and thin by Volatiles, and other
ftrong Medicines, given in Labour, in
order to fupport the Spirits, or from a ve-
ry fanguine and Plethoric Conftitution, as
likewifc from too great a Laxity or Re-
laxation of the Fibres. 1 fay, that Flood-
ings may, and oftentimes do, happen when
Nothing is left in the Womb. But when
there is either a falfe Conception, or Part
of the Placenta remaining, Nature will
doubtlefs endeavour to expel it, and This
muft of courfe force the Blood: out of
the Veflels, whofe Orifices are not yet
clofed. They are alfo occafioned by long
and hard Labour, The Fibres of the
Womb are thereby in a great meafure
grown wnelaftic, and deprived of their
Tone or Power of Contraction. So that
much Room remaining within, whilift
perhaps the Os Tinse 1s ftreightened,
Jarge Clods fhall be formed, which will
neceflarily occafion Diftention and Pain.
One Clod again being expelled, the Vei-

fels
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fels will fometimes bleed a-new, and form
freth ones.

I, from more than ordinary Pain, it
i1s reafonable to fufpect any thing remain-
ing, it is proper to make Enquiry by the
Touch, and, if pofiible, to fetch it away,
It This cannotbe done, that is, if there is
no Dilation of the Os Zince, then proper
Medicines are to be given, in order to fa-
cilitate the Expulfion, and ftay the Flux,
whilft the Woman is kept cool,

Wuen the Difcharge is very great,
it requires the moft immediate Affift-
ance, or the unhappy Woman, now juft
Delivered, freed from her Pains and Fears,
and fluthed as it were with new Life,
will be infallibly loft. In this Cafe I ne-
ver Bleed, but lay the Patient very cool,
almoft naked, and cover her Body with
Cloths dipped in Water, ot Vinegar and
Water mixed. This I fay muft be done
when the Flux is extremely violent, and

without
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without which the Woman’s Life would
be loft in a few Minutes. It at once con-
firinges and reftores the Tone of the
Fibres and Veffels of the Uterus, at the
fame time that it abates the too violent
Motion of the over-heated Blood. I
beg Leave to recommend this Method,
as what T am confident has faved the
Lives of great Numbers in the Courle of
my Practice.

I uave given feveral Cafes of this
fort, which I hope may prove fufficient
to engage Female Practitioners to fend
for fuperior Affiftance, when the Matter
becomes too difficult for them. Daven-
sor confiders the Delivery of a Fetus in
the Cafe of violent and dangerous Fluxes,
as the proper Bufinefs of a * Man Mid-
wife. And Dr. Mowbray, in his FEMALE
PuysiciAN, having given a fhort, but
diftin@, Account of Fluxes of Blood, and
confidered three feveral Caufes of that

* Chap. XXII 3
ymptom,
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Symptom, and the Danger attending it,
adds * ; <« Wherefore it is, that the re-
« {pective Cures of thefe fundry Cafes
« belong only to the ableft Phyficians;
¢« and that moft properly to him, who
<« profefles and practifes MiDWIFERY ;
¢« becaufe, when Medicinal Helps fail,
« and cannot prevent Misfortunes, he
« will at leaft know beft then, how to
¢ compofe and mitigate them, by De-
¢« livering the Woman, if Neceflity fo
“ require.”

T u osg, who want further Informa-
tion on this Subje@, may confult Dr.
Chamberlen, Daventer, Dionis, and Others,
who have treated fully of it; and there-
fore I proceed to give an Account of fome
remarkable Cafes and Obfervations. that
have occurred to me in Praétice, and
which I hope will prove ferviceable and
advantageous to all Such, as make Mip-
WIFERY their Profeflion.

% Sect. 3. Chap. XIX.
CHALY
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C H: A Py M

Containing a Variety of CASES,
which illuftrate and confirm the
METHODS above laid down.

CASE I

An Untimely Dilatation of the Os Tincz
Reflored.

eI N the Year 1710, I was called
%> to a Woman, who had very
| 20 narrowly efcaped with Life
XBAK® in fome of her former La-
bours. 1 found the Mouth of the Womb

fairly dilated, even enough to have al-
lowed of the Hand, a large Water ga-
thered, together with other ufual Symp-
toms of a natural Labour, Her Pains
indeed were but fhort and imperfet ;
nor did they increafe by the Adminiftra-
tion of Warm Suppings ; wpon which I

| | ordered
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ordered her to Bed, to take a Compofing
Draught, and keep quiet. Her Pains
by this Means were wholly abated, the
Os Tince in fome meafure contracted it-
felf, and fhe went three Weeks longer,
which was her Full Time ; and then had
a kind and fpeedy Delivery.

H ap there been Floodings, or a Ten-
dency thereto, Faintnefs, Convulfions,
Fits of any Sort, or any other bad Symp-
toms, I would have immediately broke
the Membranes, and, taking the Child
by the Feet, Delivered the Woman,

CASE IL

A Couple of Infants Iloff by delaying
Delivery.

Woman, who had been twice or
thrice Delivered by a Man, of
Children that always Prefented with the
Head, which the Operator took a fatal
Freedom with, viz. ufing the Hook, atlaft
fent for me early in Labour. I found the
K | Mouth
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Mouth of the Womb fairly dilated, a
large Water gathered, and the Pains true
and good, whereby the Membranes were
foon broken. The Child lay in aright
Pofture; but, the Head preffing directly
upon the Os Pubis, it made no Advance,
though after a fair Trial of an Hour’s
Pain, which was good, and not flow. I
then propofed to Deliver her, giving
Hopes at the fame time of the Child, and
promifing to ufe no Inftrument. But This
was not yet allowed of, and fo I was
forced to defift, till at laft the Woman
began to grow weak, and the Pains a-
bated of their Force. 1had then Leave
to act as I thould think fit, Upon which
I put the Woman into a proper Pofture,
viz. with her Hips raifed higher than
her Shoulders, and, gently pafling my
Hand into the Womb, I took the Child
by the Feet, and fo Delivered her in two
or three Minutes, with great Eafe and
Safety ; but the Child was already dead
by the long Delay. I attended her alfo

1n



Oz MIDWIFERY. 147

in a fecond Labour, which proved juft the
fame. Upon which I declared, that it
was my Opinion the Child might have
been faved, had I been allowed to Deliver
her fome Hours fooner, and as foon as
the Membranes broke, or rather, as foon
as the Mouth of the Womb would admit
my Hand. Ibad then a Promife both
from herfelf and her Friends, that, if
ever [ happened again to attend her in
the like Cafe, I fhould proceed as my
own Judgment directed. Accordingly, I
was called a third time, and then in the
fame Manner Delivered her eafily and
happily of a Lzving Child.

Tui1s Woman had a large Pelvis, fuf-
ficient Room between the Os Pubis and
the Procefs behind, but the Curve greater
than ufual, by which the Force of the
Pains only dire¢ted and prefled the Child
upon the Os Pubis; fo that it did not
fall over the Procefs. But the next Child
fthe had being very fmall, in a right Po-

K 2 fition,
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fition, and the Pains ftrong, from her
being firft feized with them, the Head
fell over the Procefs, and was forced into
the World by the Strength of Nature,
without any Affiftance ; fo that the was
Delivered even before a Meflenger could
be difpatched to me. This may be a
Caution to every Practitioner not to make
* a pofitive Prognoftic, that a Woman, who
hath feveral Times been obliged to make
Ufe of the beft Affiftance, can never be

Delivered without it.

€ ASE "IN

A Child Prefenting with its HEAD, Ex-
traéled by Att, after a long and fruit-
lefs Waiting for the Force of Natural

Pains.

GenTLEWOMAN of a very weak
A Conftitution fell gradually and na-

turally into Labour. The Mouth of
the Womb was eafily and fairly dilated,

a good /ater gathered, and the Child
) Prefented
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Prefented right; but her Pains could not
by any Encouragement be raifed to fuch
a Height as to bring the Child into the
World, or, indeed, break the Waters,
whilft the could hardly be fupported from
Fainting, though there was not the leaft
Lofs of Blod to occafion it. Finding
the Pains could not by O:/ of Cinnamon,
(which, by the way, is one of the beft
Medicines that can be given in this Cafe)
and other proper Remedies, be brought
to give fufficient Force, or Stimulus, 1
thought it neceffary to have recourfe to
Art, and fo with great Eafe, as well to
my Patient as myfelf, paffed my Hand,
and in one Minute Delivered her of the
Child. I likewife Delivered her, at dif-
ferent times, of three more Children 1n
the fame Manner, but did not wait fo
long as at firft. For, finding the Parts
would allow of it, I made no Delay,
but Delivered her as foon after my Ar-
rival, as I could make the neceflary Pre-

parations, and ever with Safety both to
K 3 - herfelf
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herfelf and Children, all which are now
living.

Tug Pelvis of this Woman was large,
the Procefs and Curve very {mall, the
Bones {mooth and well made, the Os
Pubis well thaped for Child-bearing, and
much more Room between That and the
Vertebra than we generally find, With
thofe Advantages, and that of the mode-
rate Size of her Children, the Operation
was cafy.

CASE IV

An Infant Advancing with its Head, and
Born as far as the Shoulders, but Stick-
ing there, Extratled.

N 1712 I was called to a Woman,
I who had lain Ten or Twelve Hours
with the Head of the Child born as far
as the Shoulders, But the Midwife, being
ignorant, and the Pains going off, fuffered
the Infant to {top there, I immediately
flipped my Fingers under the Arm-pits of

' the
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the Child, and fo prefently Delivered her,
with little or no Difficulty.

T 115 is a Cafe which rarely happens ;
fince, for the mofl part, the Pains alone
are fufficient to bring a Child fo far ad-
vanced into the World; and few Mid-

wives are {o ignorant, as not to give fome
Affiftance.

CA8E V.

A Woman with ber Belly banging down
Jo far, as to hinder the Hand from being
pafled into the Womb, how Delivered.

Was called to a Woman who had
been long in Labour, and in very
great Pain. The Midwife very frankly
and honeftly told me, that {the could not
poflibly come at the leaft Knowledge of
any Part of the Child, or the Msuzh of
the Womb. Indeed it could not well be
otherwife by the common Enquiry. Far
I found her Belly, the Body of the #Womb
hanging quite over the Os Pubis, like a
K 4 large
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large Bag extending itfelf almoft down
to her Knees; fo that though her Pains
were very great, yet there was not the
leaft Dire&ion to the Pagina. 1 put her
into a proper Pofture, with her Shoulders
laid low, and her Hips raifed high with
Pillows. This done, her Body was held,
or as it were thruft, up to her Breaft, I
then paflfed myHand eafily into theWomb,
‘ the Os Tince being fufficiently dilated,
and, by Turning the Child, Delivered
her in a few Minutes. But the Bones
of this Infant were, 1 think, more brittle
than ordinary. For fetching down one
of the Arms with my Finger, it {napped
like a Piece of Glafs. 'This Accident, I
freely confefs, has three or four times
happened in the Courfe of my Pradiice;
and it is carefully to be guarded againft
in Fetching down the Arms, though they
are cured without any Difficulty, becaufe
the Bones in this Infantile State are ex-
-trcmeiy foft and Cartilaginous, and fo

will eafily yield a Callus, This Woman
was
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was fo well, that at the End of Three
Weeks the walked about Four Miles to
me, with the Child in her Arms, in
order to have it drefled.

In this Cafe had the Woman been in
full Strength, the Pains ftrong upon her
(which when 1was called was far from
the Cafe.) If at that Time, I fay, fhe
had been put in a proper Pofture, and
her Body thruft up, the Method I took
in the following Cafe, the Child lying
right, it would probably have been a Na-
tural Birth.

¢ A §Br VL
Another Inflance of the Same.

SO M E Years after this, I was called
to another Woman, where the Cafe
was nearly the fame; her Belly hanging
down like the former, and her Pains
having very little Force on, or Direétion
to, the Vagina. 'This Woman 1 laid on
her Side, and only ordered her Body to

be
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be prefled or borne up in her Pains,
which were true and ftrong, Upon which
the Child pitched right for Birth, and the
Woman was happily Delivered in about an
Hour’s time.

CASE VII

A Gentlewoman who died by Flooding, oc-
cafioned by her Delivery being delayed.

HE Wife of a Clergyman, in the
Seventh Month of her Pregnancy,

had a fudden Difcharge of fome Ounces
of Blood from the Womb, I, being con-
fulted, told her the Nature of the Cafe,
and the Danger of it. I advifed her to
Bleed at the Arm, and ordered her fome
Styptic and Aftringent Medicines ; telling
her at the fame time, that, if the Flux
fhould return in any confiderable Degree,
fhe muft, if poffible, be Delivered. This
feemed very firange both to herfelf and
her Hufband. 1 then endeavoured to give
them a true Knowledge of the Danger,
that,

L3
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that, when there {hould be a Return of
the Diforder, I might be the more readi-
ly allowed to do what fhould be necefla-
ry. Indeed, beyond my Expectation, the
remained free from the threatning Symp-
tom, till within a few Days of her Ac-

count ; but then it returned with greater
Violence, and without Pain. I was fent
for at Four Miles Diftance. When I
came, the Flux was {cemingly {topped,
that is, it did not continue to appear, though
the Veflels were then bleeding. For the
Blood, coagulating, had for a while ob-
firucted and blocked up the Paflage. I
declared that fhe could be fafe only by
Delivery, which (hould be performed im-
mediately, in cafe the Mouth of the
Womb would allow of it, which I hoped
it would, and accordingly defired I might
be permittﬁd to make the Enquiry; but
That was not granted me, I then pro-
nounced the Danger, and made a pofitive
Prognoflic, that, if {he was not Delivered
immediately, or at the very next Return

of
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of the Flux, it would afterwards be too
late to attempt it. For the Flooding in
courfe is ftill greater, as the Placenta is
more feparated. I was defired to attend,
and promifed upon the next Appearance,
that I fhould have Liberty to do as I
jadged proper. I waited for two whole
Days, and was then obliged to go fome
Miles Diftance upon other Bufinefs. I re-
turned in lefs than three Hours, but too
late. For during that time fhe was feized
with a violent Difcharge. From the vaft
. Quantity of Blood that was loft, the flow
creeping Pulfe fhe had, and the Faintings
and Convulfions which had feized upon
her, I declared it now impofiible for her
to live, how happy foever I might be in
the Operation, fhould I attempt it: Which
yet, after this Prognoftic, at the joint Re-
queft of herfelf, her Hufband, and Friends,
I could not well refufe ; nor indeed could
I otherwife have anfwered it to my own
Confcience. The Os Tince was fully di-
lated, and the Child but fmall; fo that,

without
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without the leaft Difficulty or Refiftance,
Itook the Child by the Feef, Delivered
her in lefs than one Minute, from the
Time of my approaching her Bed-Side,
of both Child and Af#er-Birth, which lay
wholly feparated, and the Child confe-
quently Dead. 1 indeed expected her
Death every Moment, but fhe lived two
Hours, and then expired. It is very plain,
this unhappy, wilful, Lady was loft by
not being Delivered fooner. And, as
Flooding is a Rock on which many of the
Sex are caft away, I fhall give a few
more Inftances, in order to warn them of
the Danger.

C H AP VIL

A Woman who died by Flooding, in
Labour.

W as once called to a Woman, who
at the Time of her Account fell into
violent Floodings, with little or no Pains.
When I came, fhe had loft a prodigious
Quantity of Blood ; and, the Mouth of
the
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the Womb being fully dilated, I introdu-
ced my Hand, and, taking the Child by
the Feef, Delivered her in a few Minutes
with great Eafe, and without the Lofs of
any more Blood in the Operation. She
had, notwithftanding, frequent Faintings,
though all that could poffibly be given to
repair the Lofs, and fupport her, as
Chicken-Broth, Sack-Whey, proper Cor-
dials, &c. were adminiftered. But they
all proved to no Purpofe, for in about fix
Hours time fhe expired.

CASE IX.
Another Inflance of the Same.

O O N after this, I was called toano-
ther Woman, nearly in the fame
Cafe, whom I treated in like Manner.
She too had Faintings every two or three
Minutes to a very great Degree, and of-
tentimes, indeed, feemed quite gone. 1
confefs, I wholly defpaired of her Life;
but, being of a ftrong and healthy Confti-
tution,
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tution, the had the good Fortune to re-
cover,

TuoucH Icould find no Means of
Saving the Woman mentioned in the fore-
going Cafe, I thought it my Duty to try
what could be done for This, Dr. Mow-
bray, who cautions the Young Pra&itioner
againlt going headlong to Work in Cafes
of the greateft Danger, and would have
him decline the Office, becaufe, if the Wo-
man dies under bis Hands, be may perbaps
be blamed for the errant Midwife's Faults,
or, at leaft, be will fearce avoid the Cen-
Jure of the Ignorant and Malevolent * :
adds however, that, < be would but feldom
“ bave recourfe to this Advicet, or fol-
“ Jow st bimfelf, notwithfianding the worft
“ Confequences of the Cafe ; fince as long
“ as there 15 Life, there 1s Hope; wbhich,
“ though never fo fittle, be thinks himfelf
““ obliged to do what both Art and Nature
‘““ command; and rather in all Conditions

* Sect, V, Chap, XII. ¢ Ibid.

_:r '?f
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« of Life to attempt an uncertain Cure,
“ than abandon the Diftrefled to certain
<« Death, as fome Politicians in Phyfical
‘ Affairs commonly do, who prize their
« qgin Reputation above the Life of their
« Neighbour.” 1In this I heartily agree
with him, having feen many Women re-
cover, even when not the leaft Glimpfe
of Hope has appeared, After a proper
Prognoftic, 1 employ my beft Endea-
vours; and, where my Charadter was e-
ftablithed, it fuffered but little, if at all,
even when they proved ineffe¢tual, In-
deed where my Reputation has not been
fo fecure, when I have been called too
late, or the Cafe would admit of no Re-
lief, I have been loaded with malicious
RefleCtions, and very foul Language, by
the Ignorant and Paffionate, who will
make no Allowance for Circumftances.
This was once fince I came to Town,
the only Reward I received for my La-
bour. The greateft Confolation I have,
under this inhumane undeferved Treat-

ment
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ment is, that the moft Confiderable of the
Profeffion are frequently obliged to fit
down patiently with the fame, after they
have a&ted according to the Dictates of
Confcience, and the Rules of Ar#, and
faithfully difcharged the Truft repofed
in them. I am refolved, however, to
prefer the leaft Profpect of faving the
Lives of Perfons, whom Providence di-
rects to my Care, before any other Con-
fideration. I lately knew an unhappy
Inftance of the fatal Effe@s attending an
injudicions Fondnefs of Reputation, and
a mean Fear of incurring the Difpleafure
of Such, as judge only by their Paffions
and Prejudices. A fine young Lady, in
Labour with her Firft Child, was feized
with a Flooding, and the Arm of the In-
fant Prefented itfelf. She immediately
fent for a Phyfician, who had lately
taken upon him to pra&ife Midwifery ;
but was fo little acquainted with the Art,
that he negle¢ted the only thing neceflary
in that Cale, viz. a fpeedy Delivery, by

L Turning
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Turning the Child; and employed Re-
firingent or Styptic Medicines, After
fome Hours, another Gentleman was call-
ed in, who had the Advantage of longer
Practice, and a good Chara&er. The
Lady was now very much weakened ;
and the Artift, apprehenfive of her ex-
piring under his Hands, or immediately
after Delivery, which, indeed, but too
often happens, would make no Attempt,
but abandoned her to her approaching
Fate. She lived feveral Hours after, and
then died, the Hwemorrhage continuing.
Iam perfuaded it will be allowed by the
beft Judges that, had fthe been immedi-
ately Delivered, her Life might have been
faved. This happened at a confiderable
Town in Suffolk, about twenty Miles
from Ipfwich. As I have no Defign of
eftablithing my own Charalter on the
Ruins of that of another Man, I forbear
being more particular. I hope the two
Gentlemen concerned in this Tragical
Cafe will make a proper Ufe of this

i} Hint.

-
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Hint, I received the Account from a
worthy Matron, who was prefent during
the whole Time.

He re bhad the firft Gentleman been
an Artift, I think there is no doubt to be
made but two Lives had been faved, at
leaft the Mother’s; and had the fecond,
when he came, Delivered her immedi-
ately, it is highly probable the Lady had
lived, fince notwithftanding the conti-
nual Flux, which would have ftopped
upon Delivery, her Life continued fo

long,

C.A 5 E.X,

A Woman who died by Flooding, Three
Weeks before her dcecount.

A Woman, who had fpoken to me
to attend her, was taken within
three Weeks of her Time with a {mall
Difcharge of Blood from the Womb. Up-
on this, as I afterwards heard, fhe fent for -
One of her Acquaintance, who, being ig-

L2 norant
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norant of the Cafe, perfuaded her that
there was no Danger.  A-while after fhe
was attacked with a fecond Difcharge, at
length with a third, and then I was fent
for. I found her extremely weak, and
ftill Flooding, and was only told, that {he
was taken fo that Day, and that I was
immediately called in, I declared that
Nothing could pofiibly fave her Life but
Delivery; and was, indeed, in hopes
that This would. The Mouth of the
‘Womb being wholly relaxed and dilated,
1 took the Child by the Feez, and Deliver-
ed her with much Eafe, in two or three
Minutes ; but, the Moment the was De-
livered, fhe expired. I then began to
fufpect that there had been fome Conceal-
ment ; and, texing thofe who were about
her with it, they readily confefied there
was a much larger Quantity of Blood
difcharged that Day, than what they had
informed me of, as likewife for feveral
Days before they fent for me; ignorantly

thinking, becaufe fhe had very little Paiz,
that
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¢hat fhe was not in Labour, and that
{he therefore ftood in meed of no Affil-
tance. But this Folly was paid for at the
Expence of the poor Woman’s Life.

Tu1s Woman had {poke to me to
Deliver her; and had fhe, as fhe ought
to have done, fent for me, inftead of
confulting an Apothecary, who gave her
fome Medicines, in all Probability fhe
had lived. For had I been called before
the Os Uteri was dilated, or capable of
being dilated by the Hand, that is, be-
fore it would receive two Fingers, I
would have given her cold reftringent
Medicines, Acids, kept her codi and
quiet, ufed Cloths outwardly, dipped in
Oxycrate, till the Parts would admit my
Hand; or would the Parts at my firlt
coming have admitted two Fingers, I
fhould have Delivered her immediately ;
which being done, before the Lofs had
been fo very great, in all Probability the
Woman had lived, and been a joyful

L3 Mother ;
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Mother ; for the Child was living., Hence
it is plain the Flux may be very great,
the Placenta being feparated but in part,
enough of it yet adhering to the Urerus
to keep up a Circulation of Blood to the
Child.

C'A"S € XT

A Gentlewoman who died by Flooding,
through the Ignorance and Obftinacy of
ber Midwife.

A Poor ‘unhappy Gentlewoman,
Daugbter to a worthy Clergyman
eighteen Miles diftant from me, fent to
me in a Cafe of Floding. By the Ac-
count I received, I told her Brother, who
came for me, that the was probably, by
that time, dead. Accordingly, when I
arrived, I was told that the unfortunate
Lady had been dead for fome Hours, and
that fhe expired foon after the Meffenger

fet out for me.

A LIT-



Or MIDWIFERY. 107

A ritrre before the Time of her
Account, it feems, fhe was taken with a
fudden and violent Flooding, with a fmall
Degree of Pain. Her Midwife told her
the muft wait for the Force of Nature,
but fent to One for Advice, who, after
the Lofs of fuch a prodigious Quantity of
Blood as fhe had fuftained, imprudently
ordered her to lofe Ten or Twelve Ounces
more at the Arm. Being now flattered
with a finall Ceflation of the Flux, and
ignorant of the Cafe, they waited for
Pain, which was not then to be hoped
for, but expeGted not Death, which to a
judicious Perfon muft have {eemed una-
voidable. One of her Friends, indeed,
had more Knowledge than the reft, and
was of Opinion that fhe ought to be De-
livered ; but the Midwife refifted, and
faid, That jhe never yet bad forced a La-
bour, and that [he would not begin then ;
terrifying the unhappy Sufferer, by telling
her, that, if the was Delivered, {he would

L 4 certainly
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certainly die. Thus were they infa-
tuated, and the only Means prevented,
by which fhe could poffibly have been
faved. In this Condition fhe lay all
Night, and the next Morning, which
was the Time I was fent for, the Flux
returned. They had recourfe a fecond
time to their Advifer, who rafhly or-
dered her to lofe more Blood at the Arm,
This was agreed to by fome Women
about her, and oppofed by Others. But,
whiift the Matter was in debate, the un-
fortunate Mother fell into Faintings and
Convulfions, and fo expired ; there hap-
pening, a little before her Death, an Ex-
pulfion of the Placenta. Thus was this
poor Lady loft, in the very Bloom of Life,
through the Ignorance and Obflinacy of
ber Midwife.

For the moft part, when the Flux is
very great, the Parts are fo much relaxed
as to allow of pafling the Hand. How

fap-this is sccafioned by the Parts being
embraced,
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embraced, or relaxed from Weaknefs in
the whole Machine, occafioned by this
Difcharge, I muft leave to the Learned ;
but this I can fay, where-ever the Flux
hath been great and violent, I have ever
found I could pafs my Hand. I would
not be underftood, that in all Difcharges
this 1s practicable ; but it may be done
where it is very great and violent, which
I take Leave to repeat. Now, had Ibeen
early with this Woman, even but a few
Hours before, in all Likelihood, by an
immediate Delivery, and proper Care,
this unhappy young Woman might have
been now living. Where the Os Uter:
is not dilated in Flooding, I give the fol-

lowing Fulep.

B Aq. Sperm. Ranar. vel Plantag, 3vi,

Ag. Cinnam. fort. 3). Syr. Papav. errat.
3). L. L. Gutt. x1. OL Vitriol. Gutt. xv.

Wuere the Spirits are low,
Tinét. Stypt. Helvet. in Vino rubro.
Fer poor People, Vinegar and Water, &e,

CASE
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CASE: XIL

A Gentlewoman [eized with Dangerous
Floodings juff after Delivery, how
Preferved.

IWAS fent for to a Gentlewoman,
who defired me to attend in the
Houfe, in order to be confulted by the
Midwife ; or, if the Cafe fhould require
it, to Deliver her myfelf. 'When I came,
I found her in {mall Pain, and attended
by a very good Midwife, one of known
Judgment and Modefty. By this Perfon
I was informed that the Os Tince began
to open a little, whilft there were feveral
Cloths already ftained, though not to
fuch a Degree as to be called Flooding
though that was much to be feared, for
this Symptom, appearing early in Labour,
generally threatens it, I immediately pro-
pofed the Calling in the late learned Sir
RicuaArp BLAckMoRrE, who was
Phyfician to the Family, and lived very

near,
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near, and One to whom I had the Ho-
nour of being well known. This was
agreed to, and Sir Richard was with us
in about an Hour’s time: During which,
I ordered my Patient to be kept cool, and
gave her Acids, and other proper Medi-
cines, in Red-wine and Water. By Sir
Richard’s Prefcription the Flux abated,
and, the Pains increafing, Labour came
on early in the Morning. The Midwife
again informed me, that the Pofture of
the Child was exactly right, the Mouth
of the Womb fully dilated, and the
Waters for fome time broke, the Pains
being very true and ftrong; but added,
that the Head of the Child fell no lower
than it had been for fome Hours before,
She then defired I would take her Seat,
which I did, and found all things as
above-mentioned. 1 fat for above half an
Hour, hoping for, and expeéting, a na-
tural Birth; but, finding at length that
Nature was not able of herfelf to per-
form it, I had recourfe to A47#, and fo

Turned



e A TREATISE
Turned the Child with great Safety in
a few Minutes. This Lady was of a
Plethoric Habit, and having been much
heated by long Labour and great Pain,
together with feveral warm and Cardiac
Medicines, (which, as the Pofture of the
Child was right, were given her in hopes
that Nature might have done the Work
herfelf) in about an Hour after ‘her De-
livery, when we thought all was well,
and I juft about to take my Leave, fhe
fell into the moft violent Flooding 1 ever
faw. 1 was obliged immediately to cover
ber Body with Cloths dipped in Oxycrate,
changing them as they grew warm; and
This for above half an Hour together,
By which means the Flux at firft was
a little abated, and at length {topped,
whilft we gave her feveral Draughts of
cool and Acid Liquors to drink. Sir
Richard, at her being feized with this
dreadful Symptom, was again fent for,
and happened to come in, juft as the Flux
was fo far ftayed, as to allow of taking
away
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away the wet Cloths, and laying her dry.
She was fo exceffively cold, and her Pulfe
{o low from the vaft Lofs of Blood, that
Sir Richard thought the was dying. But,
forcing down fome warm Suppings as
well as Cordial Medicines ordered by the
Doéor, fhe was quickly able to bear
Warming without a Return of the He-
morrbage. By this Method fhe foon re-
vived, and is ftill living. Sir Richard was
pleafed to fay, that I had fteered exactly
between the two Exfremes: That he
thould never have feen the Lady alive
with lefs cool Applications; and, at the
fame time, that {he could not poffibly have
lived with a longer Continuance of them.
This Method may perhaps at firft Sight
be looked upon, by Some, as too harfh
and defperate; but it will, 1 prefume,
be foftened in my Reader’s Opinion, when
it is confidered that certain Death would
in a few Minutes have exhibited a much
more difmal Scene,

CASE
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CASE XIIIL

A Woman taken with Flooding in the
Third Month of a falfe Conception.

A Woman, who fuppofed herfelf
to be Three Months gone with

Child, was taken with a Floeding. When
1 came to her, I found the Os Tince fo
far opened as to allow of two Fingers,
and a Subftance prefling down, efpecially
in her Pains, which were of no great
Force. 1 {oon introduced a third Finger,
and by degrees fo far dilated the Mouth
of the Womb as to pafs all my Fingers
behind the Subftance, fo as to command
it; and taking the Advantage of a Pain,
which was now f{tronger from the Sz:-
mulus occafioned by the Irritation of my
Fingers, I found it to be a firm Flefhy
Subftance, and fo happily rid her of a

Falfe Conception.

I couLp
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I covrLp here give many Inftances
of this Kind, as well as of young Mif-
carriages, in which the Affiftance given,
and Method to be taken, are pretty much
the fame. 'When there is no Flpoding or
confiderable Lofs of Blwd, Nature may
be allowed her own Time. But when
the Difcharge is great, as before men-
tioned, as fpeedy a Delivery as poflible
is required, whilft the F/ux is to be re-
ftrained by proper Medicines, and cool-
ing Applications.

CASE XIV.

Of the Vagina Coming down with the
Head of the Child.

I Was called to a:Wuman, where, as
foon as her Pains had any confider-
able Degree of Strength, the Vagina came
down with the Head of the Child,
hanging far out of the Body. This by
an 1gnorant Widwife, who was firft with

her,
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her, was taken for a Water, and ac-
cordingly fhe had fcratched and en-
deavoured to break the Membranes,
as fhe foolifhly thought the Part bear-
ing down to be. A fecond Mid-
wife was thereupon called, who imme-
diately knew what it was, and at-
tempted to re-place it and keep it up;
but all in vain. The Head of the Child
would not advance, and continued ftill
to keep the Vagina before it, and, at
every Pain, thruft it quite out of the
Body. When I came, having firft laid
her Shoulders low, with her Hips raif-
ed, I Returned the Part, and at the fame
time Delivered her with much Eafe of
a Living Child, in about the Space of
two Minutes,

Tue Midwife who was called firft,
and early in Labour, fhould have Difen-
gaged the Head from the Os Uters, at
the fame time, keeping up This Pro-
lapfus of the Vagina by thrufting back,

and
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and Confequently dilating the Os Uferz or
Ring, as I may call it. By this Me-
thod the Head of the Child might have
advanc’d and pafs’d in a Natural Way.
How far this had been poffible when I
came to her, I will not determine; but,
confidering fhe was already much weak-
ened, and the Pains were in fome Mea-
fure fallen off, in Confequence of that
Weaknefs, I thought it beft to take the
Method I did; in which I found no
Difficulty, the Woman being of a happy
Make for that Operation,

CASE XV.

A Child advancing with its Feet, but
Slopping at the Head, bow Extracled.

IWas fent for to a Woman, where
the Child prefented with the Feez.
The Midwife had gotten all but the
Head, which ftuck faft, and had fo done
for four Hours. I immediately intro-
duced my Hand, fo as to pafs two
Fingers into the Infant’s Mouzh, by

M which,

/!
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which, pulling gently at the Neck with
the other Hand, and moving the Head
tenderly to and fro, I Delivered her

with Eafe and Safety.

Hence it appears, how neceffary it
is that Women Midwifes fhould come to
the Knowledge of this Particular, wzz.
the pafling two Fingers into the Mouth
of the Child, whenever the Child pre-
fents its Feet, or the Midwife is daring
enough to turn it. N. B. Had the Mid-
wife known this, or had I been with her
at firft, there is no Doubt to be made
but the Child had been born alive;
which now in courfe was dead from
the Stagnation of Blood in the Umbe-
Lical Veflels, A Life loft through Ig-

norange!

CASE
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CASE XVI
A Child Extratted with the Forceps.

Was fent for to a Woman in La-

bour, where the Child came right,
with the Head fo far advanced, and fo
low in the Vagina, that the Midwife had
expected it every Pain for fome Hours.
The Pains came pretty thick and ftrong,
but began at length to abate, the poor
Woman being much weakened and fa-
tigued. Here I introduced the Forceps,
as I have before directed, and fo Deli-
vered her of a Son, who, with his Ma-
ther, is now living.

Here a Man, ignorant of the Ufe
of Forceps or Fillet, had with the Cro-
chet, or fome other fharp Inftrument,
deftroyed the Child.

M 2 CASE
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'K S E: XVIL
A Child Extratted with the Fillet.

SO ON after, T was called to 2 Wo-
man where the Cafe was nearly the
fame ; but fhe being much terrified at the
Thought or Name of an Infirument, I
promifed not to make ufe of one. Here
1 only pafled a Fillet over the Head, and
thereby Delivered her in a few Minutes
of aLiving Child. This Method of Ex-
tracting with the Fillet is an Art known
but to very few; and I {hall only obferve
farther, that it is not always practicable,
even when the Head is far advanced :
Nor fhould it indeed be ever attempted,

but by a very {kilful Operator.

Tui1s might as fafely have been done,
with more Eafe to the Woman and my-
felf, with the Forceps.

CASE
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CoS B XVILL
Tawo Women Delivered of Twins,

W as fent for Five and Twenty Miles

Diftance to a Woman who had been
Delivered of one Child, Eighteen Hours
before. By pafling my Hand, IDelivered
her of another, which had been long
dead, and a double Placenta. 1 have
likewife been called to a Woman, who
had one Child born Twenty-Four Hours
before my Arrival. When I came, I De-
livered her of another Living one, and of
two diftinét Placentz. By the way, 1
have very often found the Placente dif-
tin& with Twins ; though for the gene-
rality they are joined, and make but one
Cake, each Child being contained in a
feparate Membrane, ox Partition.

M 3 CASE
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CASE XIX,

A Wonian Delivered of Three Abortive
Children.

r Was once called in to a Woman,
who had Two Abortive Children born
before I came to her. 1 Delivered her of a
Third, and each had its different Placenta.
‘There was nothing in the leaft particular
in this Cafe, but the Mother having
Three, and One of them living for the
Space of twenty-four Hours, though fhe
was but S7x Months gone with Child.

CASE XX

Of an Infant, whofe Under-Jaw fluck
upon the Os Pubis,

W As defired to attend a Gentlewo-

man, whole I.abour had hitherto

been natural and free from bad Symp-
toms, The Pains were come to a good

1 'fD:gree of Strength, infomuch, that the
Midwife expected a few more would
have
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have given her the Head of the Child ;
but after fome Expectation, it made no
farther Advance, nor could it come any
lower. I had been in waiting for a whole
Hour before the Midwife would refign
her Seat, which at laft, with much En-
treaty, fhe did; when flipping my Fin-
gers by the Head, 1 perceived that the
Face of the Child lay Sideways, and the
Under-"faw hung upon the Os Pubis,
This with my Finger I releafed, and drew
back my Hand, telling the Midwife ex-
altly how the Cafe {tood, and that a few
Pains more would anfwer. Accordingly,

the fecond or third Pain gave us a Living
Child.

Turs Cafe I never met with, either
before or fince,

M 4 CASE
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CASE XXL

An Infant with its Face towards the Os
Pubis, Extracled in that Pofture.

Was called to a Gentlewoman, whofe

Labour came on in a natural Man-
ner. The Child prefented with its Head ;
but not falling readily down into the
Vagina, which I had reafon to expect
from the Violence of the Pains, I was
allowed to make a proper Enquiry, and
found the Face lying towards the Os Pu-
bis. I encouraged her Pain as much as
I could, and gave her the beft Affiftance
in a common way, Her Labour, indeed,
was hard and tedious; but, as I hoped
for a fmall Advance from every Pain, fhe
was at length happily and fafely Delivered,
with the Child in that Pofture,

M any Children, where the Bones of
the Woman are well formed, and the

Head of the Child not very large, are
thus
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thus born, and it may be reafonably ex-
pected, and left to Nature, when, by
every Pain you find fome Advantage.
Otherwife, it is better to turn the Child,
before the Woman’s Strength and Spi-
rits are too much exhaufted, efpecially
where there is a Floding or tendering
thereto, that is, any confiderable Lofs of
Blood.

CA 8§ E: XXIL

A Child with ifs Face foward: the Os Pu-
' bis, Extracted by Turning.

L apy of Diftinction fent for me,
whofe Cafe in many Circumftan.

ces was like the former, The Face came
towards the Os Pubis; but, the Head be-
ing dire¢ted wholly againft the Bore, it
did not, in any of the Pains, which were
very ftrong, fall down any lower, but re-
mained in the fame Situation. After a
fufficient T'rial in different Poftures, with-
out any Advantage, I declared that there
muft be another Method taken, and that
fhe
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fhe muft be Delivered by Arz. In this
I had the joint Concurrence of another
of the fame Profeflion, who was called
in upon this Occafion. The Lady now
wholly refigning herfelf to my Care, I
put her in a proper Pofture, often men.
tioned in this Book, and by Turning, De-
livered her fafely, in about two Minutes,
of a Living Child.

CASE XXIIL

An Infant Extracted with one Part of
the Foiceps enly.

A L Apy of my Acquaintance wasin
Labour, where the Child had lain

very low for the Space of twenty-four
Hours, in a natural Pofture, After two
Midwives had long attended, and found
their Endeavours of no Service, and the
Pains were gone off, I was fent for.
Here I only pafled one Part of the For-
ceps over the Head, and, taking the Ad-

vantage of the firft Pain, Delivered her
by
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by preffing the Head down towards the
Os Sacrum ; but in fuch a manner, as
to avoid, as much as poflible, any Pref-
fure on the Mother,

Tu s isnot often to be done ; and,
to prevent any Preflure upon the Wo- -
man, I think it more fafe to pafs both
the Bows of the Forceps, Indeed, this
is the only time I ever ufed a fingle
Bow.

C ASE XXIV,

A Child lying Loofe in the Womb, and
Prefenting with its Head, Turned, and
Extralled. |

Was fent for to a Woman who fell

into Labour, in a kind and natural
way, with very ftrong Pains for Szx or
Eight Hours together, 'When I came, I
found the Os Tince fully dilated, and
a very large Water colleCted, and bear-
ing in her Pains quite out of her Body.
I immediately broke the Membranes,

which
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which I did by penetrating them with
my Tent-Probe, from whence came a
confiderable Quantity of Water. 'The
Child lay Loofe in the Womb, in no
fixt Pofture, though it feemed, if any
thing, to offer the Head. But there was
no Reafon now to put her upon a freth
Labour, fince I found it was an eafy
matter to Deliver her ; which I accord-
ingly did, by taking the Child by the
Feet, and bringing it forth immediately.
The Child was born in full Strength,
lying very eafy in the Womb, and in
no wife a Sufferer by Preflure in the La-
bour. Here the only Hindrance, or what
prevented a very good and quick Delivery,
appeared to be the uncommon Thicknefs
and Strength of the Membranes ; which
is what I have feveral times met with.

CASE
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CASE XXV.

Three Children Prefenting with their
Arms, Turned and Extracled.

I Deriverep a Woman three times
fucceffively, where the /7afers gather-
ing, and the Pains increafing to a pro-

per Degree, the Membranes broke, and
thruft out one of the Child’s Arms.

The Pafjages and Pelvis were o large,
that 1 found no Difficulty in taking
the Child by the Feer, and fo Delivered
her in lefs than a Minute each time.
The two laft Children are now living ;
but the fir/f had been dead fome time
before 1 was fent for. The laft time,
as I had before defired fhe would,
{he called me in as foon as fhe per-
ceived herfelf to be in Labour. I found
the Mouth of the Womb relaxed, and
open enough to receive my Hand.
I then broke the Membranes, and was
immediately faluted with the Infant’s

- Hand,
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Hand, but chofe his Feef rather at that
time, and fo Delivered her directly. 1
may here, perhaps, to fome Perfons, ap-
pear to have fhewn much Haffe, But,
in anfwer to .this, I muft obferve, that
the Woman was of fo happy a Make,
- that even in her Fir# Labour, when the
Waters had been long loft, and the
Parts more comprefled and ftreightened
whea the Child’s Arm had been for
fome time out of the Body, and the Mo-
ther much fpent, fhe was Delivered with
great Eafe and Safety. How much
more Reafon then had I to expe@ the
fame; with the Room and other Ad-
vantages I now had ? Befides, as I real-
ly found 1it, it was certain that this
Child would Prefent as the reft did.
But, in cafe it had been otherwife, no
Delivery could pofiibly, in fuch a Sub-
ject, have been more fafe and eafy than
This was. For the poor Woman, who
in her former Labour had been much
weakened by Pain, and the fruitlels En-

deavours
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deavours of the Midwife, who pulled
with great Force at the Childs 7y,
was now as well, and as ftrong at the
Tenth Day, as before at the Moneh's
End.

CA S E XXVI

Two Children Extracled by the Feet afzer
the Membranes qwere broke,

] W s fent for to a Woman, where
the Membranes of two Children were
broke, For, in pafling my Hand, the
Infants were in fuch a Pofition, that I
found a Number of Hands and Fper.
The Waters had been fo long loft, and
the Contraction of the Parts fo great,
that I had fome Difficulty, not in diftin-
guithing a Foor from a Hand, but in
pairing the Legs ; which, when, by paf-
fing my Hand up to the Gro/n, I had
done, 1 brought the firft Child away by
the Feef ; and afterwards the Second, but
with greater Eafe, in the fame manner.
Then I gently feparated a laige double
Pla-
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Placenta, which adhered a little more
than ufual, and fo drew it away by the
two Nawvel-Strings.

HerE had the firft Child eafily
been brought down with one Leg, and
had T been obliged to have fought for the
Other ; fuppofing I had mi{matched
them, I muft in courfe have been foil’d
in my Attempts ; and, at the beft ha-
zarded the Mother and Children ; much
more time had been required, and much

more Pain to the Woman in re&ifying
the Miftake.

CASE XXVIL

A Woman Delivered of a Dead Feetus
after the Birth of a Living Child.

LarcEe Child was born, by na-
A tural Pains, in about two Hours
after the Mother was taken in Labour.
I attended her, and introducing my
Hand, as my common Praftice is, into |
the Uterus, the Moment the Infant was

born,
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born, in order to receive the Placenta, 1
found another Child. I then Delivered
her of a Decayed Child, about the Bignefs
of a Fetus in the Sixzh Month, and of
two diftin& Placente. Now, had an
ignorant Midwife been concerned in this
Cafe, who had only taken the Firft
Child and After-Birth, the Laff would
probably have been left behind, and fo

either violent Floodings, or a bad Feuver
would have enfued ; and, as the Woman
was before very ill, and extremely weak,
it would very likely have coft Her her
Life.

Tuis fhews how neceflary it 1 to
pafs the Hand after the Delivery of the
Child ; but this I have treated mere fully
in another Place.

N CASE
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CASE XXVII.

A Head, feparated and left bebind in the
Womb, Extradted with the Crotchet,

A Cui1vrp, Prefenting with its Feer,
happened to ftick at the Head,

and, the Midwife pulling hard, the Neck
wholly feparated from the Body, and the
Head was left behind, I immediately
pafled my Left-hand into the Womb
and, taking the Head in the Hollow of
my Hand, T carefully introduced the
Crotchet, keeping the Point all the way
againt my 4rm, and fixed it in the
Head, (which being of a globular Fi-
gure, and very flippery, is not to be done
without Difficulty) and fo drew it away,
diligently guarding the Point of the
Hook, left it fhould flip and wound the
Woman. However large the Head hap-
pens to be, the Crofchet, with due Care,
will deftroy its Texture, and Extra& it.
But the Kwife, which Mauricean fo
; much
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much recommends *, is, I think, a very
dangerous Inftrument ; nor ought it ever
to be made ufe of on this Occafion.

DocTtor Mowbray, who profefles
to perform every thing without the Ufe
of an Inflrument, propofes in this Cafe
to proceed in the following Manner -
« I would, fays that Gentleman, convey
« my Hand into the Womb, and put
<« one or two of its Fingers into the
¢« Mouth of the Head, placing my Thumb
¢« under the Chin, For by thus taking
hold of it by the Jaw, I would Extract
¢« jt gently, and that with the greateft
Eafe and Safety to the Patient.” But,
with his Leave, I muft take the Liberty
of denying that the Head can be thus
drawn away, unlefs the Woman 1s very
large, or the Child very fmall. For the
Faw will not bear the Force required in
this way of Proceeding.

L

L]

[ 4

"

* Pag. 180. t Set. 5. Chap. XXVI.

N 2 I con-
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I conrEess, what Mowbray fays, may
be done in a Fetus that wants much of
its full Growth ; efpecially where there is
a good Diftance between the Os Pubis,
and the afore-mentioned Procefs, which
I have twice or thrice experienced, the
Head being left by the Midwife in de-
cayed Fatus’s, where the Neck hath
readily feparated, though nothing but
the Os Uteri not fufficiently dilated, can
ftop the Head of the Child, as being at
- this time difproportionally large, fo that
the Body will eafily pafs where the Head

cannot.

CASE
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¢ ASE XXX,

A Woman killed by an Inverfin of the
Uterus.

Was, in the greateft Hafte, fent for
to a Woman Six Miles diftant from
me; to whom I went with all poffible
Speed, but found on my Arrival, that
{he had been dead near half an Hour.
I conje@ured fhe had died by Flooding ;
but, upon afking the Queftion, was
anfwered in the Negative, The Midwife
told me, that the After-Birth ftuck fo
faft in one Part, that {he was not able
with all her Strength to take it from her,
though the had gained moft of it. Upon
this I defired the Favour of feeing the
Corpfe, which being granted, I found, to
my great Surprize, that the Uferus was
inverted, and entirely out of the Body,
hanging down between the Thighs, with
the Placenta adhering to its Fundus,
which I feparated before the Midwife,
N 3 and
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and feveral Matrons there prefent, and
convinced them all of the difmal Acci-
dent. This Woman, it feems, had a
very good and eafy Delivery of the Child ;
but, That born, the Midwife pulled hard
at the S¢ring, and fo brought down the
Uterus, which as foon as fhe could take
any hold of, fhe did: And then pulling
with frefh Violence, and not being de-
terred by the loudeft Cries, the poor
miferable Woman in a few Minutes fell
into ftrong Convulfions and Deliquiums,
and fo expired. Thus was a young
healthy Mother cut off in the Bloom of
Life, and caft into the cold Arms of
Death, juit as the was about to clafp her
Firft-born in her own;

HeRrE had the Midwife paffed her
Hand into the Uferus, immediately after
the Delivery of the Child, (according to
my Direction) This had been prevented,
and the unhappy Woman might have
been now Living, It is to be obferved,

that
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that there was here a large Diftance be-
tween the Os Pubis and the Procefs, fo
often mentioned in this Treatife. The
String was very ftrong, (which will
fometimes break with fmall Force) and
the Adhefion of the Placenta to the
Fundus Uteri very great. Nor is this,
with thofe Circumftances, to be won-
dered at ; fince there are no Ligaments
near the bottom Part of the Womb to
prevent this Accident, or to fupport its
Natural Pofition.

CASE XXX.

Of Three Women who bad their Vagine
torn and broken through.

H ave been called to three Women,
I where, upon fearching, I found the
Vagina quite broken through in the back
Part, by the Midwife’s rudely thrufting
up her Hand, in order to come at the
Opening of the Womb, which in all
thefe Subjects happened to lic very for-

N 4 wards,
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wards, towards, and, indeed, in fome
meafure, under the Os Pabis. One of
thefe died immediately ; the Other a few
Days after ; but the Third, where a Fin-
ger only, or two at moft, had gone
through the Vagina, recovered, contrary
to my Expe@ation ; and has fince been
fafely Delivered of another Child, and is,
with Both her Children, now living. 1
was fent for to this Perfon by the Lady
Lucking, whofe Daughter I had the
Honour of waiting on in her Pains, and
had a little before happily Delivered.

I wave fince known one Perfon live
in the like Cafe ; but the Symptoms (as
violent Pains in her Body, fucceeded by a
putrid Fever, Vomitings, &c.) were fo
great, that, for 15 or 20 Days, I de-
fpaired of her Life ; but fhe being young,
and of a firong Habit of Body, recovered.
I confefs myfelf at a Lofs to know how
the Parts, once feparated, fhould re-unite,

or how fhe fhould enjoy perfect Health
and
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and Eafe, and be free from fome Incon-
veniencies.

C ASE XXXL

An expected Abortion with threatening
Symptoms.

BEIN G fome Years paft upon Bu-
finefs at Ipfwich, 1 was called by
that very ingenious Surgeon, the late Mr.
White, (a Perfon well known to feveral
of the Principal of the Profeffion, and to
whofe worthy Father I had the Pleafure
and Advantage of ferving an Apprentice-
fbip) to a Lady in that Town, who was
about Four Months gone with Child, and
feized, among other Symptoms of Mif-
carriage, with a fort of Flooding. 1 gave
her Aftringents, Acids, and feveral cool-
ing Medicines, together with Laudanum
Liquidum, which abated the Flux ; the
Os Tince not being yet farther dilated
than to receive One Finger. This Me-
thod was continued, with my Attendance,
by Mr. White's Defire, for about the

Space
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Space of forty-eight Hours; at which
time fhe fell into true Pains, and was
Delivered with Safety.

HAap an ignorant Midwife been here
concerned, fhe would have given Forcing
Medicines, as Myrrh, with Ag. Puleg.
Ag. Bryon, &c. in order to haften Abor-
tion; which might have caufed fuch a
Flooding as would have coft her her
Life, before the Expulfion could have
been from the Force of Nature. For
thefe warm Medicines would have rari-
fied the Blood, occafioned a greater fm-
petus, and confequently Flooding; fo
that, in all thofe Cafes, a cooling Regi-
men and quieting Medicines are to be
ufed, till Nature in her own Way relaxes
the Fibres of the Os Uter: ; till the S#:-
mulus be fuch as may occafion an Expul-
fion of what is contained in the Womb,
or the Parts allow of Delivery by Art.

CASE
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CASE XXXIIL

Of a Lady, who died by Flooding 7
Labour.

W as fent for, many Years paft, by

the worthy and learned Dr. Beefion
and Mr. White above-mentioned, to the
Wife of a Captain of a Ship at Ipfawich ;
but, by Flooding in Labour, {he had the
Misfortune to die undelivered before I
arrived. This Inftance, however, may
help to fhew the Danger of Floodings,
which I have before taken notice of,
and the Neceflity of calling in timely
Affiftance,

HAD an Artift been with this unhap-
py Woman, before {he had loft too much
Blood, the Hand might have been pafled,
the Child taken by the Feet, and the
Woman now living ; perhaps the Child
alfo, in Cafe the Placenta was not whol-
ly feparated, fince, as I have faid before,

Part of the Placenta only, adhering, will
keep
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keep up Part of the Circulation in the
Child, till it receives Air hy being Born,
and Wants no farther Affiftance from the
Mother’s Pulfe. I am fo much the more
certain, that the Operaéion mentioned
might have been performed; being 1n-
formed by one prefent at the Labour, that

the Os Uteri was dilated, and a large #a-
ter gather’d. It is plain therefore, here

was one Life, if not two Loft through

Ignc}rance.

CASE XXXIIL
A Dead Infant Turned and Extracled.

W as fent for to a Gentlewoman that

kept a Tavern in Ipfwich, Twenty-
five Miles diftant from me. The Child
was Dead in a wrong Pofture, and the
Mother Flooded. She was attended by no
lefs than two Women Midwives, and a
Surgeon, juft then fet out in the Profef-
fion. After they had all ufed their En-

deavours to little or no purpofe, I was
called
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called in. When I came, I found the
Woman in almoft continual Faintings,
and not able to bear the leaft Stirring or
Alteration of Pofture, T pafled my Hand
juft as fhe happened tolie; and, the Parts
being very much relaxed through extreme
Weaknefs, I without the leaft Difficulty
took the Dead Infant by the Feef, and
Delivered her of That, and the already
feparated Placenta, in about a Minute’s
Time. I left her under the Manage-
ment of Dr. Beeflon, by whofe extraordi-
nary Care and Judgment fhe lived Szx or
Sewen Days ; but was then, notwithftand-
ing there were the greateft Hopes of her
Recovery, feized with a violent Diarrbza,
which, in fpite of all the Affiftance that
could be given, carried her off ina few
Hours.

No Doubt this Woman had lived, had
fhe received the Afliftance I gave her in
time, and from an Artift,

CASE
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C ASE XXXIV,

- An Extraordinary Inflance of a Woman
who was Delivered at the Anus.

N 1723, I'was called to the Wife of |

one Peter Hill, in the Parith of
Stoke, by Nayland in Suffolk. The poor
unhappy Woman had for Seven or Eigh?
Days been troubled with violent Pains in
her Bach, and the lower Parts of the
Abdomen. She having no Notion or Suf-
picion of her being really with Child,
from a great Imperfection of Body,
which fhe was very confcious of, feveral
Perfons of an inferior Clafs in the Prac-
tice of Phyjick were called in. By Thefe
her Cafe was at one time taken for the
Stone, at another for the Colic, &c. Her
Pains were Periodical, like Thofe in com-
mon Labours, efpecially for the laft 7wo
or Three Days. = At length two Midwives
were called in; but they being con-
founded,
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founded, and at a lofs, (as well they
might) I was fent for, Upon my com-
ing, and making the neceflary Enquiry,
not being able to get the leaft Informa-
tion from the Midwives, I confefs, T my-
felf was greatly furprized, and knew not
by the Touch what to make of it. Having
then defired a numerous Company, that
was gathered together on this Occafion,
to go into another Apartment, I called
for a Candle, and in the Prefence of the
two Midwives, and three or four other
Matrons, who were permitted to ftay, I
took in the Affiftance of my Sight; but
even That was too little to come at a
Certainty. The Os Pubis had no Cover-
ing, Fatf, or any Thing elfe that was
natural, except the common Zeguments,
as they lic upon any other Part of the
Body. Where the Rima Magna thould
have been, there was only the Appear-
ance of a fmall Sli#, or Aperture through
the Teguments, and This without any
Thicknefs or Protuberance, like That of

the
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the true and real Labia. Nor was there
the leaft Sign of the Clitoris or Nymphe
to be feen or felt. This imperfe&t Va-
gina, or rather Sk, before-mentioned,
was juft big enough to receive one Fin-
ger, with which 1 endeavoured to find
out the Mouth of the Womb, but in
vain. For on the Hinder-part, or to-
wards the Os Sacrum, there was no
Paflage at all, whilft Forward, and un-
der the Os Pubis, it admitted my Finger
without much Refiftance, At this Part,
which was alfo very dry, there was not
the leaft Force, Pain, or Swelling 5 whilft
Backwards, at the Anus, there were all.
The Anus was dilated to a great Degree,
even enough to receive my Hand, though
very thick, and much fwelled quite
round. In that Part, too, there was a
large Tumour which bore hard down, and
even out of the Body, at every Pain,

Taere being no other poflible way

to attempt Relief, whatever the Matter
of
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of this Tumour might be, I propofed to
make an Incifion into it, which to the
Touch was like that of a large 4b/cefs.

AccorpinGgLy, with the Confent
and Approbation of all the Woman’s
Friends, and at her own earneft Requeft
and Defire, (who declared that if {he was
fure fhe fhould live but an Hour, fhe
would gladly purchafe it, though at a
dearer Rate than what was mentioned) I
made an Aperture, with my large Lan-
cet, into the Vagina through that Part
of the Intefline which bore out of the
Body; and, immediately pafling one
Finger, I felt the Os Uters dilated, and
the Child’s Head prefiing to be born.
I made the Midwives (one of which, Mrs.
Smith by Name, was a very experienced
Perfon) fee and feel how all things were;
then dilating the Orifice I had made in
the Inteftine and Vagina, with my Fin-
gers, I through that Delivered her of a
Child at the Anus, which we judged to

O be

4
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be in about the Sixth or Seventh Month,
with its Placenta. The unfortunate Wo-
man being much, and, indeed, quite
{pent, before I was called in, I could not
poffibly entertain any Hopes of her Life ;
and, accordingly, fhe lived Two or Three
Days, and then expired.

As to the Truth of this Account,
however ftrange and unnatural it may
appear to Some, there are Many now liv-
ing who are ready to atteft it. And I
am very much of Opinion, that fhe
‘might have been faved, had the Operation
been performed fooner.

I rinp I am not the only Perfon,
who have met with this extraordinary

Manner of Birth. For Mr. Giffard’s
Hundred and Fifty-fcventh Cafe is exactly

the fame with that here fet down,

Ix this Cafe it 1is {ometimes 1m-

poffible to have the Placenta intire ; but
if
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if you extrac Part of it at a Time, the
Head is to be repafled immediately, and
the fame repeated, till you find nothing
remains : But this rarely happens to fuch
a Degree ; for if, before you extract any
Part, you feparate the Whole from the
Uterus, its Texture, though but loofe,
will generally be fo ftrong as not wholly
to divide, but come away altogether,
though not in its proper Form, which
you are, as much as you can, to reduce,
when you expofe it to the View of the
Midwife, and Women prefent. So that,
in cafe the Woman fhould die, her Death
may not be laid to your Charge, on a
Sufpicion of her not being a clear Woman
(the ufual Expreflion) and, that you had

been deficient in the Operation,

0 2 . CASE
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C AS E XXXV.

Of a Woman, who Mifcarried through a
Scirrhus 77 the Womb,

N the 17th of Oétober, 1725, 1 was
called to a poor Woman, in order
to Deliver her of a Second Child. The
Midwife told me upon meeting, that the
had taken away one Abortive Infant Two
Days before, of about §7x or Seven Inches
in length; but that fhe ‘had left the
After-Birth, till the fecond Child {hould
be born, the Head of which, fhe faid,
lay then in the Paffage, but was much
larger than that of the Fetus fhe had al-
ready taken.

I Founp the Mouth of the Womb
wide enough to receive three Fingers,
with which T eafily drew away the Pla-
centa that was left in the Uszerus. The
Womb, methought, felt very Thick and

Hard, and the Cavity of it feemed to be
clofe
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clofe filled up with the Cake. By feel-
ing, or rather comprefling her Body on
the Qutfide, Ifound a large hard Sub-
ftance. I then put two Fingers into the
Anus, and my Thumb into the Vagina,
and thus grafping fomething, in form not
unlike the Head and Neck of a Child.
I declared that nothing remained in the
Womb; but what to make of this hard
and folid Tumour, unlefs it were a Scir-
rbus, I could not well tell. 'The Wo-
man had been long before ill of a Cox-
Jumptive Diforder, and being now much
weakened and exhaufted by her Mif~
carriage, in which fhe had loft a great
Quantity of Blood, and Two Days being
fpent with Torment, in waiting for ano-
ther Child, fhe was brought fo low, that
fhe expired in about Three Days after-
wards, When, at my Requeft, being
allowed to infpect the Corpfe, 1found this
hard Subftance, as I had before {ufpeéted,
to be a true Scirrius of the Womb, in
the Form already defcribed, and weigh-

O I ing
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ing, as near as I could guefs, Four or
Five Pounds.

CA S E XXXVL; |

Of a Woman who had Spurious Pains,
which were put off for the Space of
Eight Days, when fhe was bappily
Delivered of Twins,

Woman, at or near the Time

fhe expeted to fall in Labour,

and very big, was feized with violent
Pains. She fent for her Midwife, who
attended her, telling her from time to
time that fhe judged it her Labour, and
that it would in her Opinion be foon
over. But her Pains at length abated, and
upon this I was fent for. 'When I came,
judging by the Account that was given
me, withont any Manual Enquiry, which
was not allowed, that the Pains were
imperfed, and rather of 2 Spurieus fort,
1 only ordered her a few Compofing Medi-
cines, and advifed her to keep herfelf
quiet;
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quiet, and endeavour, as much as pofii-
ble, to put off the Thoughts of being
yet in Labour. Her Pains by this Means
went wholly off, 7. e. the was as free
from them as fhe had been for fome
Weeks paft. Thus fhe continued to the
Eighth Day from my being firft called to
her, at which time fhe was taken with
Genuine Pains, which foon rifing to a
confiderable Degree of Strength, I was
again called in ; for the now chofe to de-
pend wholly on my Affiftance. 1 found
the Os Tince fairly dilated, a large #a-
ter gathered, and the Head of the Child
directed a little againft the Os Pubis. So
that, not falling down after many ftrong
Pains, I chofe to break the Membranes,
which I judged were thicker than ordi-
nary, by reafon of their not burfting by
the Force of the Mother’s Throws. This
I did by paffing a pointed Probe between
my Fingers, with which, in the midft of
a Pain, I penetrated the Membranes.
There prefently followed a large Dif-

0 4 charge
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charge of Water; and upon the very
next Throw, with the Affiftance of my
Finger only, 1brought down the Head
into the Pagina, and then in a few Mi-
nutes more Delivered her. Immediately
paffing my Hand, I found, as I had rea-
fon to expect from her extraordinary Big-
nefs, another Child. I broke through
the Membranes, and in one Minute fafely
Delivered her of that alfo: Both which
might bave been loft, with Danger of the
Mother’s Life, had her Labour been un-

{kilfully encouraged.

C ASE XXXVIL

Of the Navel-String coming down before
the Head of the Child,

OME Years paft I was called to a
Lady, whom I had the Honour to
Deliver of feveral Children before. The
Pofture of the Child was natural, and the
Hezd advanced a little at every Pain;

but Part of the Nawvel-String was thruft
out
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out of the Body before the Head. This,
as much as poffible, 1 Returned with
my Finger, and endeavoured to keep it
up. Otherwife the cold Air would in all
Probability, though the Labour was quick,
have fo far ftagnated the Blood 1n its
Paflage through the Umbilical Arteries,
that the Child might have died before it
could have been born, and before the Air
could have fet its Lungs in play.

I courp give a great number of
Inftances of this fort, where the Navel-
String came down before the Head of
the Infant; but I take one to be fuffi-
cient. And This may ferve as a General
DireGion how to proceed in the like
Cafe.

CASE
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CASE XXXVIIL

Of a Child who died in the Birth through
a bad Pofture, and the unfortunate
Make of the Motbher.

Was many Years fince fent for to

a Gentlewoman, who had been long

in Labour under the Hands of two Mid-
wives. I found, as they had told ‘me,
that the Child Prefented with its Head ;
bat it did not fall down by very firong
Pains, which had been long upon her
before T was fent for, and I was then
Fifteen Miles diftant. I perceived I had
a Living Child to deal with, and endea-
voured as much as poffible to fave it, but
to no Purpofe ; for it lay with its Face
towards the Os Pubzs, and in a bad Pof-
ture for Turning : Which, together with
fome great Difadvantages in the Make
of the Mother, caufed it to die in the
Birth. This Delivery was performed
with great Difliculty, and I was obliged
to
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to give the poor Woman much Pain, and
to be longer about the Operation than
I ufually am ; which, together with what
was previous to This, induced me to de-
fpair of her Life. However, 1 immedi-
ately, as my conftant Cuftom is in Cafes
of the leaft Danger, called in that great
and worthy Phyfician, in whom rthe
Country was happy, the late Dr. Shap-
cote, by whofe extraordinary Care and
Judgment, the Lady, contrary to all Ex-
pectation, recovered perfe@ Health, and
has had feveral Children fince, which are
now living,

Anp here I cannot forbear a f{mall
Offering to the Shrine of that truly learned
Man, with whom I had the Honour and
Advantage of a friendly Converfe, for a-
bove the Space of twenty Years; and
one to whom, under Providence, many
of my Friends and Acquaintance, now
Living, ftand indebted for their Lives.
But, as my Pen is no ways equal to fuch

a Tafk,
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a Talk, I fhall defit from it, and be
content to admire, in a grateful Silence,
One whom I am confcious I can never
fufficiently praife.

CASE XXXIX.

Of an Abortive Feetus of berween Three
and Four Montbs, that bad the Navel-
String twiffed Twice round its Neck.

Wa s lately called to a Woman, who,

being between Three and Four Months
gone with Child, was feized with a fud-
den Difcharge of Blood from the Womb.
I found that the Os T7nce would only re-
ceive one Finger, and confequently could
give her no Affiftance by the Hand. But
by fome Aftringent Medicines which I
ordered her, being a very poor Woman,
and not able to be at the Expence of a
Phyfician, and by keeping her very quiet,
feveral Days pafled without any confide-
rable Lofs of Blood; and then, her Pains

coming on brifkly, the was with the Af-
fiftance
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fiftance of her Midwife Delivered of a
Fatus, and its Placenta together, the
Child lying in the Membranes, which
were not broken. This indeed is pretty
common ; but there was one thing par-
ticularly remarkable in this Cafe, which
was, that, when I came to open the Mem-
branes, 1 found the Navel-String twifted
twice round the Neck of the Feezus : From
whence it is highly probable, that thefe
Convolations of the Umbilical Chord are
generally made very early, and when the
Featus is but fmall,

Ci A8 E- XL,

Of @ Woman who died in Labour, by a
violent Retention of Urine,

AB O U T fifteen Years ago I was fent

for, at Fourteen Miles diftance, to
a Woman, who had been Two Days in
hard Labour ; firft under the Hand of
one, and then of a fecond Midwife.

Her Hufband, whe was the Perfon that
came
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came for me, gave me fuch a bad Ac-
count of her Cafe, that I had much
~ Reafon to fear my Affiftance would come
“too late. I rode as hard as pofiibly I
could ; but yet found her dead. The
Account the two Midwives gave me was,
that the Child Prefented with the Head,
and that they had all along flattered
themfelves, that the Continuance of the
Pains would at length have given them
~the Infant. They were emboldened, it
feems, to wait at this unreafonable Rate,
becaufe the Woman did not Floed: But
Nature, being quite tired out by the long
continued Terture, was forced ro fink
beneath the Weight, The Midwives
added, that there was fomething in this
Cafe, which in all their Practice they
had never met with before, w7z. That
there feemed Two diftinét and large
Swellings in the Abdomen. When I came
to examine the Corpfe, 1 found it to be
as they had declared, and that one of
thefe Swellings lay above the other. At

3y
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my earneft Requeft, the Hufband per-
mitted me to open the Body ; when I
found one of the above-mentioned Tu-
mours to be the Womb with the Child
in it, and the other the Bladder prodi-
gioufly diftended by the largeft Quantity
of Water I ever knew contained in a Hu-
man Bladder. 'The Women then told me,
that the Deceafed had not voided one
fpoonful of Urine for feveral Days toge-
ther, nor indeed from her firft Falling
into Labour. The Infant lay in a right
Pofture, very low, and prefling upon the
Neck of the Bladder, which was doubt-
lefs the Caufe of this very great Reten-
tion of Urine, But what exquifite Mi-
fery muft this poor unhappy Woman have
undergone ! Whereas if they had fent for
an Artiff in time, he might in a few Mi-
nutes, by pafling the Cazbezer, have drawn
off the Water, and fo emptied the Blad-
der 3 and then with the Forceps, or Fillet,
have Delivered her, and fo fnatched her
from the Jaws of Death.

HERrRE
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Here I had a fair Opportunity of
viewing the Thicknefs of the Uterus,
Authors, I find, differ much on this
Subject ; Some advancing That the Womb
orows Thinner asitextends; whilft Others
affirm that it Thickens more and more, as
the Woman approaches nearer to her
Labour. For my part, I found the Laz-
fer true: For it was, at the Fundus, and
indeed in every Part, as near as I could
guefs, Half an Inch thick. But I am
well affured that it is not {o in all Sub-
jects. For, in taking away the After-
Birth, when it adheres to the Uferus, the
Hand, as is neceflary, Without Side the
Body, an{wering to that #ithin, plainly
difcovers the Thickne(s of the intervening
Parts. And I have oftentimes found it
very thin, nay the Whole, with the ex-
ternal Teguments, &c. has not feemed to
be ncar the Thicknefs here mentioned.
Bat this will be made more plain in the
following Cask.

CASE



O» MIDWIFERY. 215

CAS E" XLL

Of a Woman, who died through Wilful-
nefs in not being Delivered; in whom
the Womb, contrary to the Opinion of
fome Writers, was found very Thin.

M A rk 1 EDp Woman who had not

for fome Years cohabited with her
Hufband, had the Misfortune to prove
with Child. When fhe found herfelf
in Labour, the went privately into the
Fields towards a Friend’s Houfe; and, as
fhe afterwards confefled, lay there great
Part of a Day, with a Defign, I {uppofe,
either to 4://, or leave the Infant behind
her, for no Provifion was found to be
made for it. But the Pofture, the Child
happened to lie in, did not favour her
wicked Purpofe. At Night therefore (he
returned to her Friends, deceitfully com-
plaining of a violent Colic, for which
feveral Remedies were ufed, for the Space
of Twenty-four Hours, as near as I re-
b “memiber,
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member, before I was fent for; no bo-
dy about her having the. leaft Sufpicion
of her being with Child, thoygh all
were at a lofs to know what was really
her Cafe. Some fuppofed it to be an
Ulcer in the Womb, from the great Quan;
tity of Feetzd Matter that was difcharged
from, the Yagina. But, whillt this was
in debate, I was judged, a proper Perfon.
to. be confulted; and; was. accordingly.
called in. When I came to. make a,
due Enquiry, I found; (as from her Pe-
riodical: Pains, the Bignefs and:Hardnefs.
of her Body, &¢. Iihad reafon. to fufpe@),
that fhe had a&twally a Chi/d in her.
The Mouth. of the Womb being fully
dilated, the Anus of the Child, for o it
chanced to lie,anf{wering to the Os Tince,
immediately received my Finger, This I
declared, as alfo that the Child; had been.
for.fome time dead, as was plain from the
Cadaverous Smell, which was {o great,
that I could hardly bear the Room, as.
alfo from the Difcharge from the Pu-

dendum.
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dendum. She impudently denied fhe had
ufed’ the Means, and affirmed fhe was not
with:CHild. Thisfoon gained Belief with
her fond' Mother and' credulous Friends,
who' thereupon’ very unjuftly reproached
me, even'to a Degree'of Rudenefsi I ins
fitted' upon' what I' had' faid, and begged
that I might be allowed: t6 endeavour
the Saving’ her Life by anl imthediate De-
livery: But a Difference’ arifiig between:
the Mbther and Unele, at whofe Houle:
fhe then was; and" who'would' ribt {uffet’
her, on'accourit of the Difgrace, to lie-ifi
there, they propofed to borrow a-Gentlés
man’s Coach'in the NeighbsurHoed, and’
fo carty her, in the prefent’ Condition,
to Her Mother’s.

I''ap ot Rbetoric ehough to pre=
vail’ with them™ to &t me” Delivetr’ her!
though' T remonftrated to them, in the
moft moving Manner I could, the Danger
of delaying it, and the Inhumanity of
forcing her' out' of the Houfe; telling’

- them,
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them, that it was indeed a fort of wilful
Murder they were going to commit upon
the poor unhappy Wretch. But even
This proved of no Effe. For neither fhe,
nor her Friends, would f{uffer me to fit
down by her, or any way aflift her:
upon which, having firft made a proper
Prognoftic, 1 was obliged to let them
proceed as they fhould think fit. They
promifed however to fend for me at
Night, when fhe was arrived at her Mo-
ther's, which was about three or four
Miles diftant from the Place where fhe
then was. I went home, and in my Way
called upon Some of my Acquaintance,
to whom I related the Cafe, big as it was,
with Folly and Inhumanity ; telling them
that fhe would certainly die before, or
at, Delivery; for fhe was far fpent and
very weak when I came firft to her, and
had, I believe, though fhe did not care to
own it, loft much Bleed. 1 went home,
and expected a Call, refolving to com-
mand my Temper, and, if pofiible, to

fave
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fave her, as well as do myfelf Juftice ;
but heard nothing from them. Next
Morning, unfent for, I called at the Ado-
ther’s, but found no-body at home. Then
I went on to the Uncle’s, whom 1 had
the good Fortune to meet in my Way
thither. He informed me that fhe was
dead ; which was no more than I expeét-
ed. I then told him of the Barbarity
that had been ufed in regard of her, but
took care to fay Nothing particular that
might ruffle bim, becaufe I was refolved,
if I could, to Open her, or take fome
other Way to fhew them at leaft Part of
the Child. I well knew I fhould other-
wife fuffer in my Chara&ter. For we
have all of us our Enemies ready to
wound us with Slender and Detraction,

which are generally propagated with much
Warmth and Eagernefs. But to return,

I afked the old Man and the reft of het
Friends Leave to open the Corpfe, which,
after much Entreaty, was granted. And
then, juft as I had told them, we found

E 3 a Dead
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a Dead Child much decayed, and lying
in the Pofture before mentioned.

Here again I had an Opportunity
of examining the Thicknefs of the Wom*.
In this -Subj.é& it was not more than (if
fo much as) half fo thick asthe former.
But this, I prefume, might in fome mea-
fure be occafioned by the great Difcharge
fhe had fuftained for the two or three
laft Days. However this be, I am, as 1
before obferved, well affured, it is fome-
times very Thin, at leaft if compared to
That which I at firft fpoke of. And this
Uncertainty, in refpe@ of the Zhicknefs
of the #omb, may probably be the Reafon
why Authors differ fo much on this Head,
every one fpeaking as he himfclf has hap-

pened to find it.

CASE
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CcASE XL
A Child Extraéled twith the Hook.

Twice Delivered a poor deformed
I Woman by Turming the Children,
which always ftuck at the Head, and died
in the Birth, Both thefe times, though
with much Difficulty, I performed the
Operation with my Hand only; but the
third time, on account of the Head’s being
much larger, and the Texture of it more
firm and Offified than ordinary, and ftick-
ing at that Part, I was forced to make
ufe of the Hook: But, as I before ob-
ferved, the Child was firft dead. It is
to be remarked, that Neither of thefe
Children fell into the Paflage, though all
of them Prefented with the Head. In-
deed when the Mother is thus unhappily
made, it is impoffible they fhould. For
all the Force of the Pains, and Com-
preflion of the Mufcles, in this Cafe,
~only ferve to direct the Head to a wrong
P 4 Point;
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Point ; and the Child continues fo fixed
in the Pelvzs, that it cannot well fall
down into the Vagina.

CASE XLIL
Another Inftance of the Same.

IN the Year 1714, I was called to
another poor Woman, unhappily
made for Child-Bearing. She had much
Pain without any Advantage, the Child
lying like That laft-mentioned. There
was no other Method to be taken but
that of Turning the Child, in which I
found no {mall Difficulty, even before I
came to the greateft, viz. That of its
fticking at the Head. Here, again, I was
forced, the Child being Dead, to have re-
courfe to the Hook. But thefe Cafes are
{fo uncommon, that I have not had Oc-
cafion to be concerned in them more
than Four or Five times, in the Courfe of
Five and Twenty Years Practice.

THoUGH

.
i i " v R
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TuouvcHu Ihave in fome Places of this
TREATISE condemned the Ufe of
the Hook, and {hewn that a Child, far ad-
vanced with its Head, is to be Extradted
with the Forceps or Fillet ; yet 1 would
not be thought to advance that it ought
never to be employed; becaufe there are
fome deformed Subjects, as the two laft-
mentioned, in whom the Bones of the
Pelvis have fo bad a Struture, and the
Space between the Protuberance frequent-
ly mentioned, and the Os Pubis 1s {o
very {mall, as to render it altogether im-
poffible for the Head of a full-grown
Child to be naturally brought away. In
thefe Subjects, the Head cannot fall into
the Vagina low enough to be taken hold
of by the Forceps or Fillet; nor can it
be Turned without the greateft Difficulty ;
and, even when it is Turned, it will cer-
tainly ftick at the Head. In this Cafe,
it cannot be drawn away but by the Hook ;
which will break into its Texture, alter

the
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the Form of it, and fo render it fit to

pals through that Paffage, which it could
never do, if it were whole,

Here, if the Child be already Dead,
the Artift is free from that Anxiety and
Torture of Mind, which Hooking it alive
would neceflarily produce in him. But
how far, when there feems to be no
Hopes of Saving the Chzld’s Life, it may
be eligible and advifeable to make free
with it at firlt, in order to preferve the
Woman, ot render the Opefation more
eafy to her, I muft leave to the Judg-
ment of the Perfon, who is fo unhappy
as to be employed in fuch a melancholy
and unwelcome Office,

SomEe of my Brethren, I am well
aflured, frequently delay the Peformance
of this Operation till the poot Mother’s
Death difcharges all farther Occafion for
jt. But how far this may be a right

Way of acting, Ifhall leave Others to
determine,
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determine. Not to adminifter whatever
Service we are capable of giving, is cer-
tainly. a very fafal, and if 1 may fo fay,
a very crue/ Tendernefs.

As to Monflers, there can be no Rules
given, For the Operaror, when this Cafe
falls to his Lot, muft a& in it as his Con-
feience and Fudgment fhall happen to
dire&.

CASE XLIV.

The After-Birth Retained, and Extraéted
Five Days after Delivery.

N the Year 1711, I was called to a

Woman Firve Days after her Delivery,
in whom the Placenta or After-Birth
was left behind, and at that time retain-
ed. I found the Mouth of the Womb
fo much contracted, as but juft to allow
of two Fingers; but by degrees I intro-
duced a third, and at length my whole

Hand. I then perceived that the Pla-
centa
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centa adhered to the Uferus in its whole
Breadth ; which was the Reafon there
had been no Flooding, and but few of
the Lochia ; which Retention had caufed
a very unkind Sort of a Fever. 1 fepa-
rated the Placenta from the Uterus gently
with my Fingers, as I have before direét-
ed, and fo brought it away in my Hand ;
and that without the Affiftance of the
String in the other, which was before
broke off by the Midwife. By proper
Medicines and Care the Woman, beyond
all Hopes, recovered.

CASE XLV

Thke Piacenta Extraéted Three Hours after
Delivery.

Was lately called to a Woman in
Eagle-Street, two or three Hours
after the Extra&tion of the Child, where
the Midwife, trufting too much to the
String, had broken it off, and then the

Womb
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Womb clofed upon the Placenta, which
was fo far feparated as to occafion a great
Flooding. Here I took the fame Method
as 1did in the Cafe laft mentioned,
which is indeed the only one that can
poflibly be taken ; but the Os Tince was
fo much contrated, that I feared fhe
would bave died under my Hands, or at
leaft immediately after the Extradtion,
efpecially fince fhe had already Ioft a
great Quantity of Bloed. But, by haften-
ing. the Operation as much as I well
could, the Flux entirely ftopped, after
the Cake was brought away, and the

Woman had the good Fortune to efcape
with her Life.

CASE
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CASE XLVL

A ¥irmy, Flethy Subftance taken from the
Womb Six Weeks after Delivery,

I W as, abeut Fifteen Years paft, fent
for to a Woman whe was feized:
with a Flooding at the End of fix Weeks
after. her Delivery. When I came to.
make a proper Enquiry, I found. the
Womb open enough. to. receive. three.
Fingers, and. a hard Subftance bearing.
down. There was fome Pain, or. rather
an Endeavour in Nature to caft out this
fuperfluous Gueft ;, but it was: not. of it
felf {ufficient, and the Woman muft un-
doubtedly have Flooded to Death, with-
out the Affiftance of the Hand. By
ftretching out my Fingers far afander, I
dilated the Mouth of the Womb much
more than at firft I found it, and then
brought away a Firm, Flefhy Subftance,
much .in. the Form of a Turkey’s Egyg,
and ncarly of the fame Bignes. The

Woman
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Woman was very weak ; but by proper
Management fhe recovered, and is, I
think, living at this time.

E courp. give many Inftances, of this
Kind ; but fhall confine: myfelf to one
only, where the Woman. had been: Deli-
vered by a Brother Praétitioner., When I
was, callediin, which was alfo at, or near,
Szx Weeks End after. her Delivery, Lfound:
a, Subftance: in the Womb,, but not: like.
"That: before-defcribed.  For This. looked
like the Cafe, as it. is vulgarly, called, and
feemed to be the Placenta of a Fatus.
about zhree Months old, There was
one Thing very remarkable in it, which
was, that it appeared to be fluffed full,
of a Gritty, Sandy Matter, like, Gravel,
This I have, in a lefs Degree, often, found
in that Part of the Placenta. which ad-
hered ta the #omb ; the Accounting for
which odd Appearance I fhall leave to
the Learned in the Faculty, To return
then. T'cannot but obferve here, that if

the
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the Hand had been pafled with Either of
thefe Women, as I have before directed *,
Nothing could have been left behind.
From the Want of this Practice I have
been frequently fent for, not only to Wo-
men in this Cafe, but likewife where a
Child has remained in the Womb, when
all was thought to be over. Thus Na-
ture, relieved and quieted a little by the
Birth of one Child, refts eafy and con-
tented, as it were, for the Space of a
few Hours: when the remaining Pains
being falfly fuppofed nothing but After-
Pains, all is imagined to be at an end;
till, more violent Complaints returning,

or another Wafer breaking, the poor
Mother fuffers a frefh Alarm, and ftands
in need of freth Affiftance,

‘Bur in this Cafe there muft neceffarily
be feparate Placentee, which, as I before
obferved, is a very frequent Circumftance.
And where it is thus, the Midwife, having

* Chap, Il
already
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already Extracted a perfect Child and a
compleat After-Birth, erroneoufly thinks,
without making any farther Enquiry,
that this is all. But, to turn back to
the laft mentioned Cafe, I would here,
if the Reader will pardon me the Di-
greflion, prefume to recommend a Piece
of Generofity and Good-nature, feldom
practifed amongft ourfelves ; and That is,
not to take an unkind Advantage of a
Slip or Accident that may happen to
a Brother in his Pradtice, No Operator
can always be right, at lealt not always
{uccefsful ; for the utmoft Care and
Judgment will not always fucceed. It
is to be fuppofed, that he with a good
Intention ufes his beft Endeavours, be-
caufe both his Reputation and Intereft
require it of him. Mankind in general
feem to be direfted, in thefe Cafes, by
the Mahbometan Principles of judging,
rewarding and punifhing wholly by Suc-
cefs, But we ought not by any means
to wound the Reputation of a Brother,

Q by
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by cenfuring any Accident that may be-
f£al him. Itis a barbarous, and indeed, if
we rightly confider it, a very impolitic
Way of Proceeding; becaufe, fince we
are all liable to Errors, the Favour may
one Day or other happen to be repaid with
Intereft.

C ASE XLVIL

‘A Woman Deliveredof Twins ; the Firft
of which, Prefenting with its Head, and
Bearing upon the Os Pubis, was Ex-
traéted by Turning,

IN Oétober 1732, 1 was called to a
poor Woman in Butcher-ball Lane,
near Neugate-fireet. She had been long
in ftrong Pain ; the Child Prefented with
its Head ; but, bearing hard upon the
Os Pubis, did not fall lower down. I
put the Woman in a proper Pofture,
and Turned the Child, taking it by the
Feet : And, finding upon Enquiry an-
other Infant in the Womb, I immedi-

ately broke the Membranes, and in about
; two
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two Minutes, with very little Pain, De-
livered her of That likewife, Both which,
with the Mother, are now living,

C ASE XEVI
A Child that Died in the Paflage.

EPTE MBER 11th, 1733, I De-

livered a poor Woman in Fuhwood's
Rents. The Child Prefented with the
Head, but lay high, and the Face to-
wards the Os Pubis ; and, after much
Pain, did not fall into the Paflage. This
Child I Furned, and, flipping my Hand,
over its Belly, found there the Kunees, and
of courfe the Feet clofe together, which
I brought down into the Pagina. But,
the Child being large, I could not com-
mand Both Feet, {o as to bring them
without the Body ; but was forced to pafs
a Fillet upon the Lowelt, and fearch a-
gain for the other, 'This Child ftuck a
little at the Head, and, though not in
the leaft hurt in its Neck, yet died in the |

Q.2 Paflage,
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Paffage, by the Time I was forced to
take, in fpite of the utmoft Care.

CASE XLIX,
A Child Extraéted with the Forceps.

ECEMBER 17th, 1733, I De-

livered a Gentlewoman at Ken-

fington of a Living Son, The Child Pre-

{ented the Head, with the Face towards

the Os Pubis. The Pains were ftrong ;

by which the Child was forced pretty low.

In this Cafe I Delivered her with great

Eafe, ina few Minutes after my approach-
ing the Bed, with the Forceps.

C AU E; L
A Child Saved where the Placenta offercd.

EBRUARY 6th, 1733, 1 De-
livered the Wife of a Tallow-chand-
ler of a Son. She had Floodings without
Pain. 1 Turned the Child. This Perfon

was taken three Weeks before with the
Symp-
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Symptoms above-mentioned, which re-
turned with Violence about twelve Hours
before I was fent for, but with very little
Pain. I found the Os Tince dilated, and
the Placenta oftered. 'The Extracting the
Firft had been eertain Death to the Child,
which if poffible was to be faved, On
which account, imagining it might adhere
in a fmall Part of it, juft fo as to keep
fome Circulation in the Child, I pafled
my Hand by it, broke the Membranes,
and, by bringing the Child firft, faved it
This fhould ever be done.

C ASE“ER

A Weman Delivered of Female Twins,
the Firft of which was broug't away
with the Forceps.

PRI1L 28, 1734, I Delivered a
poor Woman of two Draughters,
Both with their Mother now living. The
Head of one Child had lain feveral Hours
very low ; the Woman had much Pain

Q.3 without
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without Advantage. I Delivered her of
This with the Forceps ; then, finding an-
other, broke the Membranes, and, taking
the Child by the Feer, Delivered her of
That, then of the double After-Birth,
which was more than commonly large ;
as were Both the Children.

CASE Ll

A Woman Delivered of a Second Child,
where @ Hand and Foot offered.

7ULT 7th, 1734. 1 Delivered a

Gentlewoman of a Second Child,
which had been long dead : The other
Child was born near two Days before.
The Nawel-String was far out ; a Hand
and Foot offered; 1 brought down the
Foot, and by that Delivered her,

C HA T
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C ASE LIL

A Woman Delivered of a Child, whafe
Limbs were of different Sizes.

EPTEMBER sth, 1733. I was

called to a very corpulent Gentlewo-~

man, who had been long in Labour, and
with much Pain, The Head of the Child
Prefented, but continued to lie very high,
This Child I Turned, with no fmall La-
bour and Difficulty, the Child’s Face ly-
iag towards the Os Pubis, the Feet far out
of the way, and in an ill Pofition. I
firft found a large Thigh and Leg, which
I brought through the Os Tincee, which
lay very high, and then, fearching for the
other Leg, I found one little more than
half as large as that firft mentioned, I
imagined, though I faid nothing, that
this Leg muft belong to another Child,
and of Courfe quitted my Hold. Being
now unwilling to give more Pain, by fur-
ther Search, I brought down the Leg firft

Q4 men-
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mentioned, as low as I could with my
Fingers only, then pafs a Fillet over the
Ancle, by which I had the Advantage of
taking the Part ina ﬁjlﬁ Cloth, and ufing
greater Force, which here was abfolutely
neceffary. Thus I Delivered the Perfon
of a Living Child, to which the Legs of
different Size both belonged. Here, bad
I not been deceived by what I never found
before, I had with much more Eafe and
Safety, both to the Mother and Child,
brought down the fmall Leg alfo. Yet
was I fo happy as that the former re-
ceived no Harm, and the latter fuffered
only an Extenfion of the Ancle by the
Fillet, which I could not poffibly pafs
above the Heads of the Fociles. They
are Both now living, and the Child’
Legs much more alike, It was obferva-
ble, that one .A4rm, indeed all one Side
of the Child, even the Face, was fuller,
and the Limbs longer than the other.
This unequal Diftribution of Nourifh-
ment I muft leave to the Learned to ac-

count
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count for. 'There was too in this Cafe
another remarkable Thing, w/z. The
Placenta adhering a little more than
ufual, I had an Opportunity of finding
the Utferus furprizingly Thin, i, e. the
Parts between my Fingers within, and
my Hand without, upon her Body, feem-
ed altogether no thicker than the Zegu-
ments near the Navel generally are; fo
that it is plain the Uferus muft be very
thin. From this, which in a lefs Degree
I have often found, as well as the perfe&
contrary, I wonder not Authors have
differed fo much on this Head ; undoubt-

edly on both Sides they found it as they
have defcribed it.

CiAS E BTV
A Child Extrafled with the Fillet,

EPTEMBER sth) 1734, I was
called to a Woman in Grays-Inn-

Lane; the Child Prefented the Head, and
lay low. Here 1 pafled a Fi/let over the

Head, and by that Delivered her.
CASE
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GA'S BBV

Tawo Women Delivered where the Buttocks
offered.

IDELIVERED two Women, where
the Buttocks of the Children Pre-
fented. One was a fmall Child, and far
advanced. There I flipped my Fingers
into the Groin, and by affifting in the
Pains, which were quick and ftrong, I
‘Delivered her, the third Pain.

Tug other Child was larger, and not
{o far advanced. Here, I put the Woman
into a proper Pofture ; viz. ber Shoulders
low, &¢. as before-mentioned, Returned
the Infant a little, and fo brought down

the Feet.

CASE
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CASE LVL

A Child with its Face lying towards the
Os Pubis, Extralted with the Forceps.

ON Chriftmas-Day, 1734, I Delivered

a near Relation of mine, juft then
turned of Sixteen, of her firft Child,
which proved a Daughter. During the
Space of a Month before, fhe had felt
much Pain, efpecially in the Night, in
her Back, and round her Body; and the
Child bore down fo clofely and {trongly
on the Neck of the Bladder, that the
Vefica could not relieve itfelf without
much Pain and Difficulty. I was not
well pleafed with the Form of her Body ;
wiz. a high, hard, Belly, which did not,
even to the laft, fall lower, or become
more flat, as is ufual when the Child is
in a perfe& Pofture, 7. e. when its Face
lies toward the Os Sacrum. From this
1 judged that the Face lay toward the
Os Pubis, which 1 fignified to one in my
Family ; and made a Prognoffic accord-

ingly,
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ingly, about a Fortnight before the La-
bour. At Five in the Morning, the Day
before-mentioned, I was called to this
Young Woman; who told me the was
then very full of Pain, as fhe had been
for fome time before; but with this Dif-
ference, that her Pains came periodically ;
and that, awaking from a Slumber, fhe
found her Linnen fomewhat wet. I f{uf-
peted her Water broke, as the ufual
Phrafe is; but, on a nearer Enquiry, it
was not fo: what the mentioned being
only fome Slips from the Urerus. The
Os Tince was thin, and dilated to the
Breadth of half a Crown. A foft Wa-
ter gathering, the Head of the Child fol-
lowing clofe, and her Pains continuing,
I declared her fairly in Labour, and gave
her the proper Attendance. About Ezghf,
the Membranes broke, and difcharged a
very {mall Quantity of #ater. Her
Pains increafed, were quick and ftrong;
and in about Half an Hour the Child fell

fo low, that, though I found its Face
turned
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turned toward the Os Pubss, I was in
great Hopes that Nature, with common
Affiftance, would have done her own
Work. I was therefore very unwilling
to have recourfe to Art. But, after two
Hours Trial, finding no Advantage from
her Pains, though at every one of them
the Head was more than even with the
Labia Pudendi, 1 was forced to it, I
firft made an Attempt with the Filles ;
but the Young Creature’s Pulfe began to
fink, and, her Pains falling off a little, I
chofe to take the moft {peedy, as well as
moft fecure, Method, introduced the For-
ceps, and Delivered her in about two
Minutes. The Mother and the Child are
Both now living, and in good Health.

Hap a Midwife been called to this
Perfon fome Days, not to fay Weeks, be-
fore, when her Pains and Complaints
began to vary, and, as is common with
young and unexperienced Midwives, put
‘her upon her Labour tog early (which I
carefully
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carefully avoided, not {o much as making
an Enquiry till the Time above-mentioned)
confidering the Pofition of the Child,
what muft have been the Confequence ?
And even had a Man been called, who
was unacquainted with the Ufe of that
noble and fafe Inftrument, the Forceps,
he muft have deftroyed the Child.

N. B. Mis. Eagle, a very modeft and
good Midwife, was by me all the Time
of the Delivery.

CASE LV
Anotbher Child Ex!mé?ed with the Forceps.

Was lately called to a poor Woman

in Cold-Bath-Fields, who had been
long in Labour. I found the Head of
the Child lying very low in the Vagina.
The Midwife had for feveral Hours ex-
pe@ed the Head every Pain, but, Nature
being now very much fpent, the Force
of the Pains was abated, without any
reafonable Expectation of their Return.
‘Things
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Things being in this Situation, I intro-
duced the Forceps, and, within five Mi-
nutes after, Delivered her with great eafe.
Both the Mother and Child are now liv-
ing and well,

" I couLp produce about Thirty In-
ftances more, of the fame Operation per-
formed in this Town, with the fame Se-
curity to both the Mother and her In-
fant; but am willing to believe Thefe
fufficient.

Now, as the great Calamity, under
which fo many of the Fair Sex labour,
viz. the Procidentia Uteri, when it hap-
pens to a confiderable degree, can be
remedied only by the Peflary, I have
{feen and ufed feveral Sorts ; but, upwards
of twenty Years, have employed only
that here defcribed, which fully anfwers
the End, and wholly keeps up the Uterus
in the Pelvis, and prevents a Bearing
down of the Vagina out of the Body.

THEY
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Trey are made of light Wood, dip-
ped in melted Wax. I have them of dif-
ferent Dimenfions, viz. from two Inches
Diameter, to three and a half, according
to the Difference of Parts. They lie eafy,
and better allow of the neceflary Difcharge,
than thofe not perforated.

For fome Years [ ufed a Peffary, made
likewife of Wood, and dipped in Wax,
which was a perfe&t Ring, and about an
Inch in Circumference ; and confequently
the Perforation very large. This Sort was
very light and commodious. I was pleafed
with the Invention, and my Patients were
no lefs fatisfied with it. But at length I
met with the following Accident.

A vounc Woman, Houfekeeper to
an old Gentleman in the Country, came

to me with a Complaint of the Prolapfus
Uteri. The Vagina was turned out, and
fallen about five Inches out of her Body.

I put
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I put up one of thefe Rings. Not being
altogether large enough, in two Days it
flipped from her, She then returned it
herfelf, or with the Affiftance of a Fellow
Maid Servant. After a few Days fhe
came again, and complained of a violent
Heat and Pain in the Part. On a proper
Enquiry, I found the Os Tince wholly
received by the Ring, and fwelled in the
Part, which was preflfed through, and
below the Ring, as a Finger that fwells
with a ftrait Ring. I then made an At-
tempt to take it from her, but her Im-
patience and Imprudence prevented me ;
{he protefting fhe had rather die than al-
low of it.

I Torp her of the Danger of a Mor-
tification, &¢. but fhe was refolute, and
I was obliged to difimifs her with a Charge
to lofe twelve Ounces of Blood at her
Arm. 1 gave her Sa/ Glauberi, and fuch
Medicines as I judged proper for the Part,

R All
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o

All This was done,with but flender Hopes
of Succefs.

Turer Days after this, the fent for
me, and profefled an entire Submiffion to
what I fhould think neceffary. I had in
this Time provided myfelf with a fmall
thin Blunt-hook, by the Help of which,
with fome Difficulty, I brought the Ring
away. ‘This being not performed with-
out Pain, and much Impatience on her
Side, fhe was fo loud on this Occafion,
that the reft of the Family more than
fufpected fhe had been under my Hands
on a more difgraceful Occafion.
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C-ONTLAIS O N

SRR FTER a hard Labour, and
TGS where there has been a Ne-
ceflity of ufing fome Vio-

s lence, the Woman is to be
Treated as one Bruifed by a Fa//. Here, as
a Thing of the greateft Service, 1 would
recommend the Wrapping of the Body
round with a Sheep’s-Skin, haftily flead off,
and applied as warm as poffible. 1 have for
many Years paft had a bappy Experience
of this Method, and wifh Ihad come
fooner to the Knowledge of it than I did,
as having always employed it with Suc-
cefs. It fecures the Body from all Co/d,
{o very pernicious at this Time, puts the
whole Abdomen and Loins into a plentiful

Sweat, and thus, by a Confent of Parts,
R 2z relieves
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relieves the #omb itfelf, and prevents In-
flammations, Obftruttions, and many other
Complaints that ufually attend Deliveries.
I find this Method much recommended
by Guillemeau, an old French Author ;
nor is it of fuch little Significancy as
Dionis * feems willing to make us be-
lieve.

He tells us, that Mr. Clement applied
one to the Dauphinefs : that < the Sheep
¢« followed the Butcher into the Room,
¢« and came up to the Bed-Side, which
¢ furprifed the Ladies, and put them into
¢« avery great Fright” But how does this
unlucky, not to fay unlikely, Accident,
which may eafily be prevented, make
any thing againft the Pra&ice I here
recommend ! Mr. Dionis, however, af-
fures us, that ¢ Mr. Clement never ufed
<« this Method afterwards, becaufe it was

¢¢ thought it did more Harm than Good.”

* Midwifery, p. 261.
| But
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But doth not offer any Reafon for this
Suppofition.

Tuus have I delivered what I had
to fay on the Subjet of MipwirERY.
Nor will the Plain Drefs in which thefe
Lines appear, I hope, prove any way
prejudicial to the Matter ; fince Faff and
Experience will always be thought pre-
ferable to Hypotbefis and Conjecture ; and
Truth, at leaft to all judicious Perfons,
appear moft agreeable in its Neked Sim-

plicity.

I uore it will be thought that 1
have been plain and open enough to an-
{wer the grand Defign of this Treatife ;
and fhewn how the A4r#, which I pro-
fefs, may be exercifed with more Secu-
tity to the Lives both of the Children
and their fuffering Mothers. It it with
Pleafure that I find the moft fhocking
Accounts. here given, have produced a
good, and indeed the only intended Ef-

_ﬁ:ﬁ 3
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fect; that the Perufal of my Book has
infpired feveral worthy Midwives with a
due Senfe of the Difficulty of their
Work, and put them upon calling ear-
ly for the Afiiftance of the Author and
Others. I thought myfelf obliged to
mention this Particular, not only as a
Proof that the Inftructions here laid down
are Rational and Safe in Praéfice, but
likewife as a juft Acknowledgment of
the modeft, judicious, and confcientious

Conduét of thoke Gentlewomen.

But before I take my Leave of this
Subje@, if my Funior Brethren, and the
Gentlewomen in the Praice of Mid-
wifery, will excufe me the Freedom, I
would advife, and endeavour to influence
them to behave both in Words and Aion,
with all imaginable Tendernefs to Such as
fallr_hnder their Care. Their Pains, both
i regard of the Mind and Body, are at
that time very hard upon them, and their
Condition calls for the fofteft Manner

in
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in the neceflary Affiftance ; efpecially
where a Child requires Alteration of
Pofture, &c. And This as well with the
Poor as Others. For to me Nothing
feems fo obdurate and inhumane, as that
a Fellow-creature fhould have her Life
loft, or indeed hazarded, as is, Iam a-
fraid, too often done, becaule fhe has not
the Happinefs of being enrolled in the
 Liff of Fortune’s Favourites. For my
own part, 1can fafely affert, and that
with no fmall Satisfaction of Mind, that
I never once let poor Wemen lie one
Moment in Pain to fecure my Reward,
but ever haftened to them, and gave them

the beft Affiftance I was capable of, as
foon as I could be releafed from Thofe

with whom I was firft engaged. I would
not, however, be underftood to excufe

Such, as are able, from confidering the
Merit and Labour of the rf## in a pro-
per Manner,

I DESIGN
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I'pesien not in This to direét my
Superiors, or cenfure any Perfon, and
hope I'have not here offended any one,
Every Man is to judge for himfelf, This
is only a Declaration of my own private
Sentiments, and an Account of my own
Praétice, which I doubt not will agree
with by far the greateft and moft expe-
rienced Part of my Profeffion.. And 1
even flatter myfelf with the Hopes of
Pardon from the Few, whn may happen
to diffent from me,

Since the Publication of my Firft
Edition, I have had the Pleafure of in-
ftructing feveral Gentlemen in the Art;
and among others, befides the Gentle-
man, whofe Letter I have inferted at
Length, Dr. 7. Weltden, M. Smither of
Reading, and Mr. Philip Hafle, jun, of

Coggefhall in Effex,

FT RIS















