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N authentic account of the death

of the unfortunate do&or ##7/-

liams and doctor Bennet of King flon in
Famaica, on the 29th of December,
1750, caus'd by the following Papers.

Aftera great deal of ill language they
proceeded to blows, which caufed chal-
lenges and aceeptance; and the morn-
ing after doctor Bennet went arm’d with
his fword and a brace of piftols to
doc&or ##lliams’s door very early, and
knocked him up 'y #illiams faw from
his window who. it was, and what he
had to expe& ; upon which he loaded

A 2 his
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his piftols with Goofe, or Swan fhot
and {linging his drawn-fword by a rib-
band upon his wrift, came down, and
opening the door, juft {fufficient to ad-
mit his hand with a piftol; poured a
thot full into poor Bemmet's brealt,
who had delivered his own arms to his
boy, whillt he called ?Zilliams out;
which when he had done, he conti-
nued to purfue Bemnet, reeling to his
- boy, and wounded him with the other
piftol in his knee. Benner by this time
had gained his {word only, which was
faftened fo ftrongly in the {cabbard,
that with all his endeavours he could
notdraw it. When #7/liams had fired
his fecond piftol, Bennet turned upon
him, thanked God he had power to be
reveng’d, and whilft he endeavoured
to releale his imprifon’d weapon, beg-
ged of God to invigorate him a few
moments; but 277//iams then gave him
a mortal thruft under his right arm,
which pierced the lungs on both fides ;
having done this he was turning to run
for it, but that moment Benmer drew

his
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his fword, and made a pafs at 77i/-
liams, which entering under the right
clavicle or collar bone, pierced the in-
~ternal jugular vein, and finifhed its
courfe in the fhoulder blade, breaking
off at the place of entrance; however,
Williamsrun about ten or fifteen yards
and then fell, fuffocated with his blood,
and never {poke more. The unfortu-
nate Bennet {urvived him about four
hours, and then expired, in the moft
agonizing pains imaginable,
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Petet autem novum quogque .-:jizﬁz'z'ﬂm, non ab rebus latentibus
(ifte enim dubiz & incerte funt) [ed ab hisy qua explorari
poffunt 5 id efty evidentibus caufis.
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T H AT no one bath yet endeavoured o explain to the puba

lic the nature and caufes of this fatal bilious, or yellow, fe~
wer of Jamaica, is fomewbhat flrange ; and it is the more fur=
prizing as we have had phyficians capable of doing it. Sure
Juch a tafk would not be unworthy of thofe learned gentlomen
fortune hath placed above the neceffity of praclifing phyfic for
@ livelihood !

Lo me it appears a debt due to mankind from every capable
petfon tocommunicate what may be ufeful to fociety; andmore
particularly what tendsto the immediate prefervation of the [pecies.

- When 1 bave talked with [ome judicions gentlemen about the
nature and caufes of this fever 5 and mentioned my defign of
writing upon the fubjec? 5 the anfwer I commonly received was,
That the difeafe was fufficiently known ; but little could
be done for the patient: and that, in its greater degree,
this fever was generally incurable, \

. But as Lord Bacon obferves, to declare difeafes incurable

is to eftablifh negligence and careleflnefs as it were by law,

and to fcreen ignorance from reproach *. Whether the
Jollowing foeets will give any light into this diforder ; or when

ther the real nature and caufes of this difeafe, together with

the proper methsd of treating it are pointed out, Ileave ts cqe

pable judges to determine. Be the fuccefs what it will ; the

World ought not only to excufe, but applavd me 5 becanfe the
real motive that induced me to write upon this fever Was,

a fincere defire to ferve mankind : which defire will be gratified
if this eflay fhould fpur on others, perbaps more capable, to

write upen the fubjedd. : |

What I have ﬁ:/zma’ by long and faithful obfervation and ex=-
perience to be ufeful or hurtful I have pointed out.  And ;
uncommon fuccefs in_the cure of this fever is any proof of th:
Jufinefs of my praciice, Ihave that to fupport it ;

As 1look upan the atiology of this difeafe to be what is nigff
wanted, I have confined this effay chiefly to that totuching but

s r . ¢ b g
* De augment. feient,
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lightly on the diagnoflick or prognoflick: For thefe parts of the
pfaﬁ?ra of P.‘B}'jfff i;zﬁfbis ffg-:?‘ffﬂ;{? are well inat{npfeﬂ affl:u&ﬂ
bave lived any confiderable time in the country, or.bave ai-
tended fick firangers.  Of the dietetick and therapeutick parts
I have faid enough to thefe acquainted with difeafes : had I
Jfaid more, it might not have rendered this effay more ufeful to
thofe unacquainted with medicines and difeafes.

Some few years ago when thefe papers were wrote, we had
feveral advocates for the alexipharmic or {udorific method:
And as Wainewright obferves, we mayconclude how fitthey
were to be trufted with the patient’s life, who inftead of
curbing the too impetuous motion of the blood with cool-
ing diluters, and moderate evacuations, fpur’d it on fafter
with their heating cordials, and alexipharmics®.

It appears to me that no man, let bis genius or ftock of learn-
ing be what it willy can be a judge of the diforders of this
country without faithful obfervation and experience; yet the

paffion for novelty is fo great amongf? us that fome perfons fa-
erifice life atfelf to it.
quz tanta infania cives?

A new comers whofe bead is filled with theory and dariing
bypothefesy by fome will be trufted before a man who like honeft
and careful Sydenham bath made bimfelf acquainted with the
difeafes of the country, and prudently jollows the veftigia of na-
ture ; never facrificing bis patient to any favourite hypothefis.

Another fhocking confideration is, that reputation in the
practice of phyfic is not acquired by medicinal knowledge, ex-
perience, and thofe accomplifbments which render a phyfician
Juftly eminent inother places, but to the fanguine endeavours of

arty 3 [a that men’s lives are facrificed to pique and prejudice ;
and that noble and ufeful art the pradlice of medicine (hereto-
Jore the fludy of princes) isnow proftituted to the bafeft ends.

Torelieve a fellow creature languifbing under difeafe, or tor-
tured with excruciating pains, is great and godlike : And
whofoever is capable of doing this, muft in the exercife of bis
profeffion (in my opinion) enjoy the greateft pleafure the buman -
mind is capable of.

The bonourable affembly hath wifely confidered that the good,
welfare and fecurity of this ifland depends greatly on the in-

® Chap. 5. fecs 20, of acute diffempers,
3 creafe
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¢reafe of its white inhabitants : and tothat end hath given (ac-
cording to the accuftomed goodnefs and generofity of that ho-
nourable houfe) the greateft encouragement ever was given to
[iramgers to become fettlers in this ifland.  And fhould not we
as ardently feek after means to keep them alive when they do
come bere? Ihave feen feveral melancholy inflances of flran-
gers whoy upon their firft arrival, by walking too brifkly, and
carelefly expofing themfelves to the meridian fun, have fallen
into this fever.

Strangers have too great a prejudice to our ifland 5 which I
would willingly remove by fhewing them we have no malignant
or infeftious air (as is generally imagined) but that the worf?
of our diforders are canfed by errors in the nonnaturals which
may be avoided, and preedifpofing caufes in northern bodies
which may foon be removed ;5 and that this fever of which they
bave [o dreadful an idea may be prevented, or cured.

Many obfervations and cafes (feveral of which 1 have by me)
might be added : but what is already wrote may be fufficient for
a firft effay.

1 conclude with addreffing myfelf to the reader in that trite
guotation from Horace. .

Vive ; vale, fi quid novifti rectius iftis,
Candidus imperti : Si non, his utere mecum,

Tllam tantum mihi veniam peto, quod minusaccurate, quam
propofueram, morbi hiftoriam ac curationem defcripfero
cum non tam metam figam, quam animos iis addam qui
feliciore ingenio praditi ad hoc opus poftea fe accingent,
quod jam ego imperfe&t¢ molior.———=Syden.







ON THE

Birious FEVER, &c.

YD H E bilious, or yellow fever, fo called from
gt 8 the yellow appearance of the {kin (common-
0&) ly moft remarkable in the Tunica confun-
0 ftiva) feems to be a difeafe not unknown to
aoba® the antient phyficians, as is generally fup-
MZOG PR pofed: Forwhoever will take the trouble to
fearch Hippocrates, will not only find this fever pretty well
defcribed, but alfo 2 proper method of treating it.

In his book de Ajfecionibus, he mentions 2 fever with a
pain about the Prazcordia and Hypochonders, particularly
the right in the region of the liver; and when on the fourth
or fifth day the fever is more violent, the pains increafe
2nd the patient appears fomewhat bilious or yellow. And
in his epidemics in the third conftitution in Thafus he men-
tions ardent fevers, in which a jaundice came on the fixth

day: Thefe were relieved by a critical difcharge by ftool or

urine,
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urine, or hemorhage from the nofe, or all together, as he in~
ftances in his patient Heraclides. 'The twelfth patient, in the
third book of popular difeafes, was feized with a violent
fever in the beginning, which ended with all the fymptoms
of our yellow fever, black vomiting, hiccup and bleeding
at the nofe.

“This author mentions frequently thofe fymptoms, which
are reckoned the diagnoftics or diftinguifhing marks of this
difeafe, as the vomiting of black humours, which he fays
indicates fudden death * and a fever with a concomitant jaun-
dice{ which he reprefents as dangerous if the jaundice comes
on foen +; which remark holds good here: and further he adds
in the fame aphorifm, that in this cafe a loofe belly is fa-
vourable. This alfo holds good in Famaica; for a fpontaneous
diarrhcea coming on in the beginning of this fever is always
ferviceable, and it proves very dangerous to ftop it withopiates
or alexipharmicks. Indeed the fevers defcribed by Hippo-
erates were not {o foon determined; nor were his bilious or
yellow fevers fo acute as ours; they terminating common-
ly in feven or nine days|, fometimes in fourteen: This
difference probably is to be attributed to the difference of
climate and manner of living.

Ceifus, the prince of the Latin phyficians, mentions particu-
larly the vomiting of black humours§, and fays in this cafe
the belly ought to be moved**,

Amongft later authors, I think Hoffman defcribes an ar-
dent bilious fever much like ours; and alfo the choleric fe-
ver, which we frequently have here in the latter end of the
year. Tf

I do not apprehend this fever is what we call a local dif-
order’; forI have feen it upon the coaft of Africa, and am
well informed that in the River Benin they have a bilious or
yellow fever acuter than what it was here, at the time of the
expedition to Carthagena; the perfons feized with this fe-
ver dying there in lefs than twenty-four hours. This dif~
order is generally brought on by fuddenly cooling the body

® Lib, Pranot, 1 1Epidem. 11, 120, de Crif. vill. 20, Apb, 4, 64
deCrif. iii. 5, 18, iv. 11, Ceac.i. 172. Apb, Ixii, Sec, Z;' T Ruibus

per febres morbus regius ante diem [eptimum obortus  fuerit, ma De
affcit,  xii. ga § Pegfmum eff atrum womere, *% His reffe
aivus dugitury 1 De febribus acutis, Sec, ii, Chap. z.

and
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and checking perfpiration after hara excercife in the heat
of the fun; for when the failors go to cut wood for the
fhip’s ufe, they are obliged to row feveral leagues againft a
current, and then jump into the water in order to carry
the wood on fhore. Bsntius gives an account of fuch
a fever in the Eqff-Indies. Nor does this fever appear to
have any particular conftitution; for we have it atall feafons
of the year, and one of the higheft cafes I ever faw was
that of 2 gentleman who had it at a time no other perfon
laboured under it.

This fever hein% fo general and fatal at the time of the
expedition, people looked upon it as a plague, and thunned
the {ick as they would contagion. And probably at that time
it might be contagious, for as Bellini obferves ¢ Febyis
€€ peftilens cum mempe febris maligna privata, fit popularis,
¢ eorum quos invadit plerofque necans &5 contagisfa.”

As to that phznomenon, yellownefs of the fkin, it ought
not always to be reckoned a diftinguithing mark of this fever,
becaufe itis a common appearance in all fevers where there
is a {trong propenfity of the juices to putrefation, as the ce-
lebrated Boerhaave takes notice+. Indeed in the bilious
fevers there is a deeper and more remarkable yellownefs;
and perhaps Galen’s opinion may be right when he
fays, < The bile offends more or lefs in all fevers.” Be it as
it will, I have obferved in the Carribee iflands and Norsh
America, different forts of yellow fevers, N ay, even in this
ifland of Famaica I have obferved different yellow fevers.
For in the dyear 1744, after the hurricane, feveral people la-
boured under a putrid remitting yellow fever, arifing from
a manifeft change of the air. In this fever, which T call a
central fever, dangerous nervous fymptoms foon came on,
and blifters, camphire and fnake-root were ferviceable : For
the pulfe was low and opprefled, and the extremities cool.

So there cannot be a greater, tho’ general miftake, than
to imagine all yellow fevers of the fame genws; and that
they fhould be 2all treated in the fame manner, as fhall be
gbferved below.

Many purfue Do&or ZZarren’s fudorific method both in

T Homo gui bumorum putredine laborat femper favefeir in cute exroriors
Prax. Med. This and all the Jubfeguent guorations under the Jawme n’:.‘i
®re from a [purius edjtiony far b:lovy the dignity of Boerhaave,

the
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the iflands, and on the continent of America, in fome partg
it anfwers, in others is deftru&tive, |

Laudatur ab bisy culpatur ab illis.

Several pradtitioners object againft this method in dif-
ferent places, astoo hot; being, it feems, convinced by their
bad fuccefs that it will not anfwer : yet all apprehending but
one fort of yellow fever, they - follow implicitly do&or
FVarren’s method, or fome other they are prejudiced in fa-
vour of by hearfay only, and proceed, very frequently, con-
trary to the endeavours of nature and indications of the
pulle, deftroying the patient fecundum Artem: fatai miftake!

Doétor /¥ arren wrote concerning a malignant fever in
Barbadses, and I don’t doubt but that judicious gentleman
hath laid down the beft method he knew of treating it. 1
never read the treatife; but I had fome acquaintancewith the
centleman, and believe he juftly merited the charadter he
bore.

Shall the yellow fever of Famaica agreeing perhaps only
in one phznomenon (yellownefs) with that of Barbadses;
or the fever on.the continent (may be a third fpecies of yel-
low fever) be treated after the fame method, when experi-
ence, the beft guide, convinces us they require different
methods of cure? For inftance, thofe feiz’d with this fever
in famaica, generally have a full frequent pulfe to the very
laft; nor is it funk much by evacuations; which in the be-
gining they bear very well. A cooling regimen, folutive
and diluting medicines fucceed beft, and the difeafe foon
arrives to its acme or flate, and confequently is foon deter-.
mined, Sy

In Virginia and other parts of the continent, the pulfe-
finks fo as to be vermicular or fcarce perceptible whether
you ufe evacuations or no. The ftrongeft alexipharmics
and fudorifics (which, given in Famaica in this ardent fever-
I treat of, would bring on a delirium or phrenzy, and defiroy
the patient) will fcarce raife the pulfe, tho’ given in immo-,
derate dofes. In Virginia, we are to-promote, at all events,
the concocion of the febrile matter by the ufe of alexiphar-
mics and fudorifics, although by thefe we tranflate that

febrile.
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febrile matter to the brain, bring on a coma or delirium,
which is often the cafe, we muft keep up the pulfe until the
crifis; which generally happens on the feventh, ninth, and
fometimesthe eleventh day. In Famaicaali we candcis little
enough to fupprefs the fever; we give all fuch thingsas pow-
erfully cool, and condenfe the blood, thereby Pl‘f-“'-'ﬁﬂti‘ng
the formation of the fever,

In Virginia nothing is fo ferviceable in the remiflions
as the Peruvian bark, or even inthe height of the fever (after
its firft fadium ) without regard to the exacerbations or re-
miffions ; which, by the way, is contrary to practice.

- In Famaica, the bark in all forms hath frequently been
tried in the remiffions, but without fuccefs, Indeed it gene-
rally does much harm. Are not thefe difeafes and methods
of cure diametrically oppofite to each other? yet are they
both yellow fevers.

What hath been faid may be fufficient to prove that there
are different yellow fevers ; and that yellownefs of the fkin
is not always a diftinguithing mark of, and particular to
this ardent bilious fever.,

Let us now confider the nature and caufe of this dread-
ful fever of ‘“famaica, heretofore fo fatal to ftrangers.
Let us trace it up toits origin if we can: For as the great
doltor Mead obferves, * ¢ "The firlt ftep towards the cuse
¢ of a difeafe is to know its origin.” Let us then reafon
from effects to their caufes, that is, from the prefent fymp-
‘toms or appearances, let us find the real difeafe ; at leaft
letus honeftly endeavour it, for the good of our fellow crea-
tures.

We firft know by experience what evacuations, medi-
cines and regimen fucceed beft in thisdifeafe: And then, as
thejudicious Sydenbam oblerves, weendeavour fromthe nature
of the diforder to account for their effelts,

The diftinguithing fymptoms, or diognoftics of this dif-
order are, befides what is common to fevers, great anxiety,
heat and pain at the fcrobiculum cordis, proceeding from an
obftruction of the bile and fome degree of inflammation of
the liver, which frequently caufes a jaundice, bilious vo-
mitings, or ejeltions, or both; fometimes an acute, fome-
times a denfe pain about the region of the liver, all manifeft

" Pr{fgﬂ fo bis effay on Paiﬁam.
C figns
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figns of inflammation and ftrong propenfity of the juices ter
putrefattion. Sometimes, we find the right hypochonder tu-
mified, frequently hard. Many cannot bear prefiure on the
right fide, or to lic on the left, as may be obferved on pro-
per examination, and a pice attention to the complaints of
the patient.  From thefe {ymptoms to worle, {trong
and . continual convullions of the diaphragma, intercoftal
mufcles, and ftomach, ruginofe vomitings, then vo-
imiting of black aduft blood, appearing like the grounds of
coffee mixed with acrid unfinithed bile, the juices of the
ftomach and pancreas both very fharp, bleeding from
the emunéories, or delirium, or phrenzy; general gangrene
and death. 'Thefeare indeed dreadful fymptoms ; but thefe
it is our bufinefs to prevent, and I apprehend we may
point out caufes adequate to thefe effects, without accufi
our air of malignancy ; without the aliguid divinum of Hip-
pacrates, or occult venom, &¢, and that ina plain and me-
chanical manner. -

I am notignorant, that to underftand the remote caufes
of difeafes, as what they call the morbific difpofition of the
air, the poifonous effluvia or fubtle miafmata that occafion
fevers, or are {aid to occafion them, nor that particular bad
contexture of the contaminated juices confequent, is not
abfolutely neceflary to the cure of fevers. As Pifcairn ob-
ferves, ¢ No matter whether fevers are occafioned by the
¢ miafma from without, or the humoaurs be changed with-
¢ in to morbific matter, for all things will happen in the
¢¢ fame manner.” :

It is fufficient if we know how to remove that dyfcracy
of the blood, to alter or to divide and attenuate the prz-
ternatural cohefions, corredt its acrimony 3 and render it
foft, fmooth and balfamic as in a ftate of health. It is e-
nough generally 'if we underftand the prefent phznomena
and can afcertain its genus by the prefent concomitant {fymp-
toms. Yet I believe it will not be denied, that fometimes.
a knowledge of the remote and primasy caufes ferves to il-
luftrate the nature of the diforder; and from that know-
ledge we may poflibly draw indications for the cure.

“Tre caules of this fever feem to be a fudden check to
perfpirationt, a redundancy of bile, than which nothing is
more likely to happen to ftrangers, furely a moft dangerous
plethara ! foppage of {fome natural evacuatioms, drinking

large

a
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large draughts of cool liquors when the body is overheated,
vehement exercife, hard drinking, &c. but above all, exer-
cife that is violent or long continued in the heat of the fun,

Among the pradifpofing caufes we may reckon the rigid
fibres and thick blood of Ewurspeans and North Americans,
their almoft callous pores, which will not permit, if the ex-
preflion may be ufed, an evaporation equal to the efferve-
fence raifed within ; whence the thin fine parts only are
drained off, or tranfude, whilfl the more grofs and %]igi-
nous are confined in the veflels, or block up the paffages.

Thefe are, atleaft in my opinion, fufficient caufes to de-
duce all the dreadful fymptoms from, we fee in the yellowfe-
ver, without having recourfe to malignancy, or occult ve-
hom, (¢

e. g. Shonld a perfon fanguine and plethoric, with rigid
fibres and fHff contracted pores (as moft of the northern
people have) ufe any vehement exercife in the heat of the
fun ; by this heat, and the action of the muftles, the blood
would be greatly rarified, and the celerity of its motion
increafed ; now, the tenfe mufcular coats of the arteries
ftrongly contralting, impel forward the blocd heated and ra-
rified, fafter than itcan pafs into the veins ; the thinner fine
fluids from the extreme veflels on the furface of the body
are in a great meafure exhaufted : for this confumption, as
Sanéiorius takes notice § muft be the confequence of any
violent exercife: and here, can be only of the finer fluids ;
for, as we before obferved, the pores are too fliff, fpringy
and contracted to admit through the grofler particles, whence
the ferum is infpiflated ; and by the increafed velocity of
the blood’s motion too int:mately mix’d and blended with
the Craffamentum ; and the more fo, as the thinner parts are
more exhaufted ; whence its difpofition to ftagnate, to fto
thecirculation of the lymph,which caufes general glandular ob-
ftruction. Or,whichisoftenthecafe Ibel ieve,when the blood
is rarefied and expanded beyond the natural diameter of the
veflels, the arteries forcibly, and perhaps fuddenly contra&t-
ing, force fome of the globular part of the blood into the
Arteria feroja primi Generis, their coats being much lefs ca-
pable of reliftance than the fanguine arteries, confequent!
the more liable to diftend : and fome part of the yellow fe-

-

r e - i ] g s
§ Lxercitium animi & corports wivlenium reddie corpsra levigris ponderts,
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rum in the wafa ferofa primi generis, is forced into the fHll
finer and weaker veflels arteria ferofa fecundi wel tertii ge-
neris, or vafa lymphatica ; whence that moderate yellow-
nefs in the beginning of this fever.

- The liver, which is a foft and yielding vi/cus, being lefs
capable of refiftance than man[{ outer parts of the body, the
heated rarefied blood is thruft into it, in greater quantity
than ufual ; and fome part of the blood is forced into the
lateral vefiels of the wena poria along with the bile ; whence
a partial obftruction, and inflammation of the liver. The
bile is regurgitated by the wena cava, whencea jaundice, or a
deeper yellow.

rom this extravafation, or ingrefs of fluids, whofe com-
pounding parts are too large to pafs the veflels, muft arife
a mof: dangerous glandular obftruction, to ftop the circula-
tion of the ymph, &c. and of confequencea dangerous fever:
for the blood now hath no longer hmph to cool and dilute
it ; but is rendered more acrid by the mixture of the bile ;
whence a putrefattion of the juices, an erofion of the veflels ;
or great relaxation from the {ang continued plethora ; their
contractile reftitutive power being almoft totally deftroy’d ;
as well as the texture of the blood ; whence bleeding from
all the lateral veflels, general gangrene, death.

- Thhat this extravafation of the blood frequently happens ;
nay a rupture of the arteries themfelves, (whofe coats bear a
much greater proportion to their diameters than the arteria
ferofa primi generis; and thefe again bear a much greater
proportion to their diameters than the arteria ferofa fecun-
di vel tertii generis &¢.) 1s pretty evident 5 for feveral per-
fons have dropp’d down dead through exceflive heat of the
fun in Philadelphia and other countries, where the great
heats are not {o ufual, nor fibres fufficiently relaxed to give
way to the fudden expanfion of the blood in the carotid and
cervical arteries.  Several after fighting or other vehement
exercife, have died apoplellic by drintf(ing cold water, or
cooling too fuddenly ; which proceeded from too fudden a
contraction of the arteries before mentioned, with their too
great (pringinefs and ftifinefs ; for did they fufficiently dilate
to the expanfive force of the blood, this would not happen.

Where this extravafation happens within the cranium, it
is. plain the immediate confequence muft be fudden death :
and this often happens in the courfe of this fever, except

pre-
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- prevented by plentiful bleeding in the beginning, or a large
bamorrbage from the nofe,

But if an inflammation happens from the caufes before ob-
ferved in the liver (which feems to be frequently the cale)
an ardent fever with a jaundice muft {fucceed ; from whence
may be deduced all the dire {fymptoms of this fever, without
that vague notion of malignancy, as the learned Boerbaave
obferves * ¢ From the various kinds of jaundice and affec-
¢¢ tions of the liver may be underftood many fymptoms
¢ occurring in acute difeafes,whofe reafons being unknown,
¢ have given birth to all the tales about malignancy in dif-
¢ eafes; for, from the liver do depend all the bowels of the
¢ gbdymen, and confequently all their actions of digeftion,
¢ affimilation and nutrition, ¢’ He fays alio that
%reat anxiety (fo remarkable in this fever) proceeds from

agnating bile §. Moft of the antient phyficians, Greeks
and Arabians reckoned bile the caufe of malignant and pu-
trid fevers. Barbette of fevers in general, fays very well,
¢ Partes affecice funt ventriculusyinteflinum duodenumybepar,
¢ bancreas, glandule mefenterit caufa fuccus pancreaticus ron
< bene fefe mifceat cum biley chylogues fic bilis praternatu-
“¢ raliter recurgitat per venam cavam ad cor totumque corpus.”

Bellini reckons amongft the principal caufes of fevers
whatever accumulates bile §.

Hippacrates oblerves that perfons labouring in the fun,
fuch as mowers and travellers, overheat themfelves in fum-
mer time ; and by that means throw off too great a quan-
tity of the thinner part of the blood, by which means the
thick blood of thofe perfons does not pafs through the liver,
but is there accumulated. What {o often brings on this fe-
ver as overheating the body ?

The conititutien of the air, and the difeafes in the Eqfl-
Indies, according to Bontius, feem to refemble the air and
difeafes of this country. He remarks that the liver in that
country, is very often inflamed by the pernicious cuftom of
drinking arract (very commonamongft thefailors) and after-
wards lying down expofed to the air and dews, and drink-

ing, when much heated, large draughts of cold water 3

Lo

¥ Apbor. prafl. & Hineobflagraiisnem bilis anxieras evivbarur donec morie.
bentur 2gri, § De Sfubribus,

from
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from which obftru&ion and inflammation of the liver, and
an acute fever frequently mortal. .

His account is fo exaltly parallel to the cafe of our Bri-
ti/b failors in the /Fefl-Indies, by atoo free ufe of rum,
that I have quoted 1t below in his own words *.  Bontius
obferves that the jaundice is often fatal in that country: and
in all thefe cafes, where the liver is affeéted, he attempts
the cure with phlebotomy, folutive purges and diuretics.

Let us now confider the mechanifm of the liver, its con-
nexion with the other vifcera, the nature of the bile, and
whether it is not very probable a ftagnation may happen
frequently in the fine ramifications of the vena porfa. The
liver, as before obferved, is a foft yielding gland : from
which leofe texture,I fuppofe an obltruétion and inflammation
does not always give acute pain. It covers the upper fide
of the ftomach, whence that nau/ea and fenfation of weight
at the ftomach, alfo vomiting ; and is conneéted to the dia-
phragm, whence that dangerous fymptom hiccup, as Hippo-
crates takes notice (?

The liver, befides its vicinity, hath an immediate com-
munication by blood veflels; and derives its nerves from
the fame ftock with moft of the bowels of the abdomen ; and
the greateft part of the blood of the whole abdomen pafles
through it. From its fituation then, connexion and ufe
it becomes obvious, that terrible fymptoms muft neceffarily
arife from an ardent fever, caufed by an inflammation of the
liver ; efpecially in this hot climate, where the juices fo foon
incline to putrefy | '

* Nullum wifeus frequentius in bis ri"g!'ﬂﬂ.r'.:’ms infeflatur quam jecur 5 quod
preetermiffa jam tottes difia, wviflus ratione malg, a pore iffius malediflr avac ,
nan tagtun: in temperaments immutatur, [ed etiam in fubflaptia fua corrumpitur :
dum enim ejus bouflu ebrisfi it excalefalti § ingentem aquar copiam in wentriculum
J'r.'_grrn'n.r_. ut conception cefium reflinguant, dein bumi tanguam pecudes procumbunt,
& in nawibus [e rori (qui poft frcundam ant tertiam noft bovam copiofe bic cadis )
exponunt : wndf WEnenatss wWaPores € terra erumpéntes, intra corpus recipiunt, &
Sic obffruflionem bepatis facillimé tncurrunt, cai adeft tenfiva in bypochondrio dex-
tro grawitas, dolorgue vbeafus ac quafi pondere premens : difficilis quogue adeft fpi-
ratig, proprer grawitazem wifceris, diapbraguma deorfum trabentis, cui mediante
higamento fulpenforicanneltitur : bac infarétio i perfeverit, bumor bepar chffruens,
dumn nom wentilarnr facillime putrefcit ¢ wnde febris eciam oritur ac ipfins bepatis
inflammatic.

§ At jecore Inflammatione e’ﬂﬁﬂ:rﬂnrrfuf{rﬁirﬁyzu}m;, Seft. v, Arh. cB.

T Seimus ompem calores bumorum exfecarre, & ad prtredryem aplos reddere,
& boc weram fundamensun: ¢fl ganprena Boethaave Prax. Med,

As
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As to the bile, when it offends in quantity and quality
both, it appears to be an agent fufficient of itfelf to caufe
all the train of terrible {ymptoms feen in this fever. For
the bile confifts of oil and a penetrating fharp falt; is foon
made more fharp, as well as increafed in quantity, according
. to Galen’s oblervation, and by heat and an increaled circulati-
on, is foon difpofed to putrefy ; when if mixed with the blood
it turns the whaole mafs into putrefattion, and is the caufe of
a mortal fever. The excellent Boerbaave fays Nil enim plus
quam oleum acre alealinum gangrezam facit.  Aerid bile,
feems to be here that olewm acre alcalinum.

The fameauthor on a particular gangrene (which I fu ppofe
may hold ~ood in a general one) fays. « A gangrene in.an
¢¢ ardent fever and the plague is incurable, becaufe in thefe
¢ cafes it fuddenly turns to a mortification ; and is the
¢¢ hardeft of all to be cured (in acute diforders) in oily alca-
line or bilious difpofitions +.”

That 2 ftagnation of the blood in the fine ramifications of
the vena porta, may very frequently happen, either (as before
‘was obferved) from a fudden contraction of the vefiels upon
the greatly heated and rarified blood, by which means fome
of the blood globules are forced into the lateral veflels with
the bile, and being too large to pafs occafion an obitruétion,
inflammation and jaundice €7, as before: or (which is
more likely) as the vena porta difcharges the duty of an ar=
tery, but hath not fo ftrong 2 mufcular coat as an artery
of equal diameter ; together with a flower motion of the
blood, the blood drained too much of its ferum ftagnates in
the extreme branches of the porte where they are infleGted to
form the beginning branches of the cava: the blood is drain-
ed of the ferum by the glands of the abdomen before it arrives
at the liver; and the liver itfelf is flocked with numberlefs
lymphaticks at the entrance of the bepatic artery ; fo that there
is a great probability the blood may arrive in the liver accor-
ding to the forementioned remark of Hippaocrates, too thick
or too much drained of its ferum. That the blood’s circu-
lation is obftruted in the liver appears from the following

=

t Gangrenainfebre ardenge & pefle off incurabilis, quia cito inputredinem wer™
ity fi temperies oleofa alcalina vel biliofa, in morbis acutis peffimum eff, Bocre
iiiﬂ: Prax, Med,

obfer-
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obfervations. In fubje&s who died of this diforder, the
liver was increafed in bulk and greatly inflamed: on'the
concave part large black fpots appeared ; which were morti-
fied parts of that vifcus. The gall bladder was frequentl

empty. The mefenteric weins in the inteftines, which all
deliver their blood into one large trunk which conftitutes the
wena porta, were vaftly turgid with blood, and the whole
inteftinal tube appeared livid ; the inner coat being covered
with a gangrenous bloody flough, which when wathed off
the extreme mefenteric veflels zppeared blackith and turgid
with blood. ‘Some appeared which, by their contortions,
minutenefs and the tenuity of their coats might be thought
the lateral veflels, or glands which excerned in a natural
ftateonly lymph or mucus 3 but being filled with blood I could
not afcertain’their {pecies. E

There are ftill two manifeft caufes of this difeafe not
yet mentioned ; oneis, when an inflammation of the fmall
veflels, conftituting the larger, arifes : which often hap-
pens from vehement exercife, or, long continued motion.
This cafe may be feen in hares hunted, bulls bated, &.
Here the coats of the arteries being inflamed, the circular
fibres of their mufcular coats are contrated into lefler
circles, and, at the fame time, the heated, rarified blood
is forcibly expanded, and prefles ftrongly againit the fides
of the veflels: 1s it not evident, that in thefe circum-
ftances, fome part of the craffamentum is moft likely to be
forced into the lateral veffels f and what may be the confe-
quence was before remarked.

Ruyfehius takes notice of a man, who died through ex-
‘treme motion ; 1n whom the coats of the Asria itfelf were
inflamed, and from thence the artery was contracted.

The other cafe, yet unobferved, is, when the fat, in
perfons abounding with it, is melted by overheating the
body (or perhaps by the heat of a caufus, or burning fever)
and 1s abforbed by the mefaraic veins, and carried to the
liver, where it ftagnates in the wena porta, grows rancid ;
occafioning the worlt fort of obftruction and inflamma-
tion.

This was the cafe of Captain Gerrard Sias of Liverpoal,
who lodged at Eleanor Ward’s ; but he was happily re-
lieved by a critical difcharge of urine, which I took care
to encourage : the urine, for two or three days, appeared

like
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like very fat thick broth: and I have feen it the cafe of thin
perfons, aswell as fat. Thefe are, at leaft in my opinion,
a fufficient number of caufes, either alone, or concurring
with a plethora, Bellinian lentor, or whatever alterations
may happen without, or exift within ; laying afide all
chimeras about occult venom, malignancy, contagion from
without, or a coagulating acid within ; which feveral
. learned men have proved cannot exift in the blood.

Mot perfons who have been long in the country, or have
attended fick ftrangers, can make a juft prognofticin this fe-
ver ; even our nurfes. However, I {hall give the following re-
marks. If a jaundice comes on foon, it is bad ; if, with
livid {pots, which fometimes, though, but rarely, appear,
fatal. If the fkin continues obftinately dry and rough,
the cafe is very dangerous : and the more fo, as it longer
continues ; for thefe very feldom recover, be the pulfe ever
fo good, or other appearances ever fo favourable. ‘The
pulfe is not to be depended upon ; for many will have a
good pulfe in this fever a few hours before death. If the
vomitings are inceflant, grow darker, and the hiccup comes
on, it is generally fatal. Ifthe face is greatly flufhed, and
the vefiels on the tunica adnata turgid with blood, as in an op=-
thalmia, with a concomitant phrenf ¥s you mayexpeét the pa-
tient’s death in a very little time; efpecially if the skin is dry,

But if the head continues clear, the pulfe is rendered
foft, the pains, anguifh and naufea are relieved by bleed-
ing ; and the humours, which were forcibly thrown up
from the ftomach, are gently carried down by folutives,
the patient afterwards is quieter, and thofe jactations ceafe,
the skin grows foft and moift, and the patient hath better
fpirits, it is probable he will recover, for thefe are all good
appearances.

I have often wondered, that livid fpots are not often
feen, confidering the blood is diffolved to fuch a degree
fometimes, as to force its way tho’ the skin itfelf ; or
burfts out from fome fmall twig of an artery on the furface :
and this heemorrhage is fo violent, it cannot eafily be re-
ftrained. This was the cafe of Do&or Divyery, and of
feveral others.

Before we point out a method of cure, drawn from the
nature and fymptoms of this difeafe, agreeable to the pre-
cepts of the bett ancient and modern phyficians in fimilar

D fevers,
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fevers, and what is more, confirmed by experience, it
may not be amifs to examine thefe gent{zmen’s reafons,
who are fo fond of giving alexiphbarmics and fudorifics in
the very beginning of this fever.

Thefe gentlemen argue, that from fome occult venom,
contagion, miafma, or 7e ne fais quoi, the texture of the
- ‘blood is broke, " whence it is turned into a vapid and putrid
mafs, no longer fit for the ufes of the animal ceconomy,
runs off through the glands, ftrainers deftined to excerna
much thinner liquor ; therefore, imagine the blood to be
in the fame [tate as inpeftilential fevers, and give fudorifics,
and what are called alexipharmics, as in the peftis; in-
{ifting, the moft likely means to fave the patient, is to keep
open the skin.

The yellownefs, they apprehend, proceeds only from
the broken texture of the blood ; for, fay they, take the
red globules of blood, break them in a mortar, with the
addition of alittle water, and they will break into ayellow
fluid. This theory feems to be built upon the fuppofition,
that a fubtle elaftic air fills the fpberuie of blood ; which
fpherule, or globules, when broke, and their elaftic air
exhaufted, the blood remains a vapid and putrid mafs, no
longer fit for the fecretions, _

+ This, if 1T remember right, is the opinion of do&or
AMead, in his &/fay on Poifons, and of doétor Boeerhaave, in
his Practice of Phyfic, and of feveral: learned men. The
reafon dotor Boerbaave gives for this conjecture is curious,
wiz. That when the blood globules enter the extremities of
the evanefcent arteries, where the diametersare {malleft in
their communications with the veins, thefe change their
fpherical form into that of an oblong (pheroid, afterwards
refuming it. But this change of figure is, I think, better
accounted for, by corpufcular attraltion, or that power of
cohefion there is in all bodies ; for we fee two fpherule of
quickiilver, when they approach very near the point of
contact, by their mutual attrattive force, change their fi-
gures into oblong fpheroids. And I fuppofe, a particle of
quickfilver is not filled with elaftic air, in the manner they
conjefture a blood globule is. This attra&tive force is no
inovation in philofophy or phyfic: itis what the ancients
and moderns haye acknowledged, both phyficians and phi-
' | ' lolophers,

L
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lofophers. Dottor Fames Keil fays *, The attractive force
is, ceteris paribus, proportional to the folidity of the par-
ticles and that a {pherical particle hath, ceteris paribusy
the ftrongeft power. ‘

- There is an experiment; which hath been made by
Morgan and others, which feems to overthrow this hypo-
pothefis the fudorific gentlemen have embraced ; which is,
The blood globules, in vacuo, retain the fame fize and
magnitude ;3 when, if they were filled with elaftic air,
they would probably: burft by the expanfion of that in-
cluded air, now the counterballance of the atmofphere is
taken off ; or be blown up to a much greater bulk, were
they capable of diftenfion.

Leewenhoecky by the afliftance of his glaffess obferved
every blood globule was formed of fix globules of the
yellow ferum : and Sir Jfaac Newton hath fhewn, that the
colours of all bodies arife from the determinate fize and
magnitude of their particles and their arrangement. If fo,
the blood, when broke in a mortar; and blended with wa-
ter, may appear (for I never made the experiment) fome-
what like the yellow ferum in the arteria ferofa primi ge-
neris + but cannot, I think, be of fo deep a yellow as to
-colour the Jymph, as we fee in this fever, without the af-
fiftance of the bile.

It is probable the ferum alfo may confift of, that is, each
globule of it may confift of a certain number of the fmaller
globules of Jmph ; and fo on to the ftill finer fluids, if
any finer remain in the body : but, laying afide thefe ufe-
lefs conjectures, if the diflolution of the blood their way
fhould be the cafe, why does it run off fo near its natural
colour and confiftence; and not broke, and altered in
texture and colour to a yellow fluid ?  Or, admitting their
theory, do they not take the direct method to promote the
- folution and colliquation of the blood ; to heat, divide,
and turn to putrefactiony the already too much exagitated
mafs +.

* Prop. 2d. of Animal Secretion, : .

V Omnes marbi qui oriungur a violento motn affe&i funt putredine &8 alealefcepte;
guod apparebit ex excretis, & f bomo ille moriatur, torum cadawer, intra Ppaucas
boras, erit lividum feetens admodum,

g - i How
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How pernicious muft the theriacal draughts, given by
" fome in the beginning of this fever, be? How deftructive
cardiacsy wolatiles, and all fpirituous medicines * ? If
they will have alexipharmics, why do they not give freth
lime-juice, which is, perhaps, the greateﬂ in the world ?
" Lime-juice fo powerfully prevents the diffolution and fluxi-
lity of the juices, that it is almoft impoffible to raife a fa-
livation by mercury, if the patient fucks limes plentifully
- at the fame time. -

But thefe' medicines, commonly called alexipbarmics,
hurry on the inflammation to a gangrene, as the excellent
Boerbaave takes notice +.

I own, if {fweats break out fpontaneoufly, they are cri-
tical, and ought to be encouraged, being a very tavourable
appearance ; particularly, when they come foon and are
general : then, indeed, they are the moft agreeable eva-
cuation to nature, in all fevers, and the fureft termination.
But, according to the laws of animal fecretion, we cannot
expeét them in ardent fevers (where, by the fwift and rapid
motion of the blood, the thinner parts are immediately
mixed, and blended with the craflamentum) by the ufe of
fudorifics : we may much more reafonably expect them,
from the ufe of fuch things as powerfully fupprefs the heat,
rarefaction and ebullition of the blood. 'To confirm this,
large draughts of cold water, or other cool liquors, have
occafioned profufe fweats in fevers, when all the fudorifics
in the thops would not have had the fame effeét. .

I have frequently obferved, that after the ufe of cooling,
diluting, relaxing, and feolutive medicines, 2 fweat would
break out fpontaneoufly, to the great eafe and relief of the

patient  ; for lenient purges and folutives cleanfe the in-
teftinal

—

® Sed medici [wpe dant in febribus aguam aromaticam, fal viperarum, & Jal
eorn. cerwi, [pirit. armon. bec onpie incendunt & flammam & motum augent §
binc b, fi nom requirantur, wiam in gangremaw parant. Boerhdave Prax,
med.
Medici recentiores [@pe [uaferunt &gzris ut affumant theriacam, cam.
phoram, diafcordwum, & fimilia, tum gangrema eo civius fit, quia eff obffrudtiog
ed cum motus ingens ad partem obffradiam irruat, nmec interim ible motus boc oba
ﬁﬂruf&:ﬂ J’L‘PErar: F:-{f;'r, fum g0 rr'u'u:ﬁ.t gaf:g:fﬁa_ﬁ}: GuoGHE dfapb-agma &
pleura inflammari poffint & be infiammationes egue poffunt abire in gangra-
fan,
I Ad fudorem eliciendum, acria, [pivitucfa, falina, opiata, fomackalia funs
wajdé woxia 5 wam baec won laxani fod wjiringunt, uon diluunt, [ed Siccanr,

Judorig



BlEIOUSFEVER

teftinal glands, and promote perfpiration internally ; which
carries off a much greater quantity than could pais through
an equal furface of the fkin ; and much grofler matter ;
fuch as fhould be carried off'; for the fine fluids, forced off
by the ufe of fudorifics, are what nature would prudently
detain to cool, fheath, and dilute the hot and inflamed
craffamentum : alfo to temper the bile, if it offends in
quality or quantity. Thefe folutives relieve wonderfully
the overheated and overloaded vifcera, as they folicit an
immediate dilcharge from the liver, fpleen, and pancreas,
e,

If the bile offends in quantity or quality ; I mean, if it
is mixed with the mafs of blood in too great a quantity,
or is grown more acrid than it fhould be, I cannotfee how
we can attempt to throw it off through the pores of the
skin. .

It is true, doltor Pitcairn aflerts, that the bile, in =
jaundice, pafles the pores of the skin, which, he fays, are
relaxed to fuch a degree as to admit its excretion. With
all proper deference to fo learned and judicious a man, I
muft diffent from him : we all know the nature of the bile
that it is a very grofs fluid, abounding with oil and a very
fharp falt ; neither of which feparate, or united, as in the -
bile, will admit of rarefaction, although a' degree of heat,
much exceeding that of the human body, were applied to
it; therefore, to me, it does not feem reafonable, that fo
grofs and tenacious a fluid can pafs, at leaft, in a confi-
derable quantity, through the epidermis in a jaundice ;
indeed, we fee the /ymph and mucus tinged with it, which
colours the body yellow ; but I never obferved any bilious
{weats which ftained the linen yellow, as the urine alwayﬁ
does in that diforer.

If then the bile, in the jaundice, paffes off only by the
renal glands, it i1s not probable, in thefe ardent - fevers,
it can be forced through the skin, whofe pores are now
blocked up, and their diameters leflened by the ftimuli and
increafed tenfity of the fibres,

Judoris per firagulorum grawitatem expreffio & fimilia funt rejicienda 5 diluensia,
wers & luxania [unt optima, his enim Sfibra nimis contrafls & accuriara fir
fangmr Sine ruptura & magis explicabilis, boc preafiat fola agua tepida & o Tl
benfime blapdum (tefte Hippocrate) Boerhaave Prax, Med,

i Na ¥a
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Nay, experience teaches us, that nothing relieves, or
alleviates thofe fymptoms of ftagnating choler, great anxi-
ety and heat at the pit of the ftomach, fo much as {olu-
tives and diuretics mixed. Nor ought we to attempt the
carrying it off any other way than by ftool or urine ; for
vomiting is dangerous, never critical in this fever, but
fympiomancal proceeding from an inflammation of the parts
adjacent to the ftomach, as fhall be obferved by and by,

Sure, were thefe advocates for fudorifics ar;quamted with
the animal ceconomy (from the knowledge of which we
capr only draw true and juft indications for the cure of dif-
eafes) would they in ardent, rarefactive, and inflammatory
fevers, adminifter theriacal, fpirituofe, and volatile medi-
cines, &¢. which do fo often, by the injudicious admini~
ftration of them, bring on gangrenes, deliria, phrenzies,
apoplexies or hemorrhages ? *

Would they not ufe, much rather than thefe hot me-
dicines, the fine vegetable acids (the greateft alexipharmics )
which all-bounteous nature provides us fo plentifully with,
that they are to befound on every hedge ¢ Did they knﬂw,
that by the immediate action of thefe hot medicines upon
the &omach the defcending trunk of the aorfa is com-
prefled ; and confequently, from that immediate com-
preflion, as well as from the fucceeding rarefaction of the
blood, a greater quantity of blood muit be determined to
the already turgid blood veflels of the head : for hereare
neither mufcles nor bones to impede its rapid motion to
this part. 'What wonder then, if delirium, or phrenzy,
or apoplexy is the cenfequence of their adminiftration ?
Befides, when the liver 1s increafed in bulk, and prefles
upon the {tomach and parts adjacent, volatiles and cardiacs
will a&t in conjunction with it, and the defcending blood
veflels will be ftill more compreiled; the dangerous con-
fequences of which are obvious from what hath been faid
before. "This digreflion upon the fudorific or afgxr_péﬂrmc
method, I hope, carries its excufe with it.

Since it is plain from a juft attention to the nature of the
difeafe, as well as from the immediate putrefation and
livid colour of perfons who die of this fever, and infpection
of their vifcera, that whatfoever is the caufe, thediforder
may be juftly termed a general inflammation, often (if not
prevented) terminating in a general gangrene, or death :

fe
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fo that we are to endeavour, by all poffible means, to pre-
vent this general gangrene. And here let us confider by
what means nature endeavours to help herfelf. Let us
. ‘follow the foot-fieps of that wife guide, and not contra-
diét her in her intentions, or counteraét her, as too many
90.

The critical difcharges here, are as uncertain as the cri-
tical days. Sometimes we have a crifis by the skin in
fweat, eruptions, or fmall boils 3 which, as was obferved,
are the moft favourable and fureft terminations of all fevers
in this country : often by a diarrhcea, or urine. Twice I
have feen a crifis by a bubo and parotis, as in the plague.
Haxzmorrhage from an artery is fometimes critical, and faves
the life of the patient ; at other times, and that frequently,
it carries them off,

Hippocrates, that accurate obferver of nature and her
operations and endeavours, fpeaking of a fever with a
concomitant jaundice, fays, Quofdam etiam fexto die mor-
bus regius prebendst, verum iftos per veficam expurgatio, aut
commota alvus, aut copiofa fanguinis a naribus profufio fuble-
wavit *,

We fhall now confider the evacuations that may aflift or
contracict nature, how beft to promotethofe difchargeswhich
are criticaly and in what ftage of the fever fuch evacuations
are proper.  As to fweats, I think enough hath been faid,
to prove they fhould not be attempted by fudorifics ; nor
can be expelted from the ufe of them.

Vomits too are very injudicioufly adminiftred 5 for vo-
miting is always here fymptomatical, proceeding from the
inflammation of the liver and parts adjacent, as before ob-
ferved; for, wereit critical, as Decker takes notice +, then
relief would enfue from the exhibition of a vomit - but
experience convinces us of the contrary, Barbette fays,
vomiting and hiccup are concomitant with an inflammation
of the liver§. And that this fymptomatical vbmiting is
very dangerous [l. If this troublefome fymptom is not
prevented in the beginning, it grows more and more vio-
lent, fo as to prevent the fick from taking drink, food, or

* Epidem, lib, 1. 1 De vomize, § Prax. med, || #ide
Decker's remaris on Barbette, padlifbed in Latim, ar Leyden,

medicine,
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medicine, until it comes to the vnmitmg of black blood,
mixed with aduft bile, and the fharp juices of the ﬂﬂr-
mach.

It then appears to be our duty to fupprefls or mlttgate
this vomiting, if poffible ; or, to prevent it, by keeping
open the body with folutives, from the beginning, and,
by that means, diret the courfe of the bile and other fharp
humours downwards. Thefe {olutives fthould be con-
tinued, at leaft, until the ftate of the fever.

Jﬁjspacme‘f: takes notice, and fo does Celfus, that a loofe-
nefs iuppreiiet‘] vomiting : we are convinced, by experi-
ence, it doth in this fever. Furtl rer, it wﬁlappr:ar plain
to any one who underftands the animal conomy, or the
miechani{m of vomiting, that where there is any inflamma-
tion of the vifcera, vomiting muft very much ‘increafe the
mifchief ; and alfo, how likely it is to bring on an Inflam-
mation of the diaphragm and intercoftal mufcles ; ; whence
mcefiant vomiting and that dreadful {ymptom the hiccup.

Now, let us confider bleeding, an evacuation that hath
been much difputed about. And here I muft be of doétor
Sydenbam’s opinion, when, fpeaking of the plague itlelf,
he fays, They, who condemn bleeding, have et bled in timey
sr clfes too [paringly *.

Bleeding feems high]}r neceflary in the beginning of this
fever ; not only in ealing the pains and anxiety, which
are a great part of the difeafe, but alfo in reducing the de-
gree of heat ;- for, as Iyanmr:gbr obferves, The beat of an
animal is in a compound prapamm of his quantity of blood, and
the celerity of its motion So that, by d:mtmﬂ:mw the
quantity of blood, we lefien the heat and thirft ; for Tewer
of the thin parts will be diffipated, and canfequentl}r, by
this, we reduce, .in fome degree, the fever. Befides the
lieat acts as an univerfal ftimylus, whereby the diameters of
the veflels, fecretory and excretory, are {traitned ; fo that
we cannot expect any relieving glandular difcharge, until
we have lowered the degree of heat. 'We ought then, by
all pofhible means, to diminifn the heat, to fupprefa the
outrage, rarefaCtion, and efidatus of the blood, thereby

% De pafic, § D merbis acatis,
pre-



BELL.OUS & EVE R. 21

preventing the formation of the fever, andits dreadful confe-
quences ; for If we cannot prevent the formation of the
fever, we can do but little in the courfe of the diforder :
1t proving of very bad confequence, to endeavour to force
a crifis, when the fever is formed and fixed upon the whole
fyftem. This is agreeable to the precept of the divine old
man, Incipientibus morbis, fi quid movendum videatur, move ;
vigentibus vere quicfcere melius ¢ft *. ‘This author advifes
bleeding in acute diforders, where the difeafe is violent and
the patient in theflower of his age, or hath fufficient ftrength
to bear it +. - Areteus who, amongft the ancients, was
next to Hippocrates, fays, if there is any remarkable in-
flammation in the liver or pracordia, we fhould bleed the
patient ad deliguium.

Riverius, ffaeaking of the plague, fays, 8i vers ipfs morbi
initio & wiribus adbuc vigentibus vocatur medicus, €3 aup
Plethoram, aut febrem adeffe advertat, metufque fit ne ad
cerebrum aut partem aliam principem fiat metaftafis [anguinis
Jieri videatur miffio, € eam infiituere intrepide poterit medicus,
habita tamen, nature agrotantisy && viriym ratione, fic
etenim mods difta pracavebuntur inminentia pericula, felris
compefcetur & majus [patium fanguini ad circuitum Sutm con-
tinuandum procurabitur. Uhe Arabians bled plentifully in
all ardent fevers, and in moft acute diforders. Profper
Alpinus takes notice, that the Zgyptians, who are obnoxious
to ardent and inflammatory fevers, not unlike thefe we have
in Famaica, bleed inall ages, fexes and conftitutions, with
great fuccefs §. And Bontius fays, he did the fame in the
ardent fevers in the Eaft-Indies.  Galen fays, we ought to
regard only the ftrength of the patient, and bleed propor-
tionably. /7i/lis fays, the hzmorrhages before and after
death plainly demonftrate it was weaknefs to omijt bleed-
ing. Notwithftanding, 1 think, from the reafons and
authorities above, corroborated by obfervation and fuccefs
in practice, that we fhould bleed plentifully in plethoric
northern people, who have the thickelt and redde blood,

® Sefl?, 2, aphor. 2q.

T Atin morbis acuris _fr'::!rrg:.rf?ht.fm _ife.’:'rﬂ.{"ﬂ, i webomens fueric morbus, & gut
segToran: .:I'm.r:ﬁﬂrmrr Juerint & wirinm robore waluerine, D ratizne viIdl, in
morb. acat. 196,

§ Dz medisina Agypiiorum,
E with
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with tenfe elaftic fibres ; yet, after the firft ftage, or be-
yond the increment of the fever, it cannot be fo proper:
as it may interrupt nature in her intentions, and prolong the
crifis, if it does no further mifchief. Nor fhould we bleed,
in my opinion, after the veflels are in any confiderable de-
gree relaxed.

Arteristomy is much commended by fome of the ancients,
in all high and inflammatory diforders, where the blood
hath too great a degree of exaltation.

I have feveral times divided the temporal artery, with
great fuccefs, where the patient was feized with a delirium
or phrenfy, on the very firft attack of the fever : which hap-
pens fometimes to thofe perfons, whofe fever arifes from
extreme motion in the heat of the fun. :

An argument for arteriotomy (in my opinion, a very
good one) is, many perfons, in the higheft degree of this
fever, have been faved by an heemorrhage from an artery ;
even when there was not the leaft hopes or profpect of re- .
covery. T'his happened in the cafe of the Hon. #Wa/hington
Shirley, Efq; commander of his majefty’s fhip the Remown,
who, in the beginning, had loft a confiderable quantity of
blood 5 yet feveral hours after cupping upon the fhoulders,
when the fcarifications were clofed, the blood forced its
way through, and he bled three or four days : and the fca-
rifications, although very fuperficial, were cauterized by
his own diretion, to ftop the bleeding at laft., This was
the cafe of Mr. Fones the attorney (and many others) who
bled immoderately from the nofe, had the vomiting of
black humours, and hiccup ; yet recovered by the haemor-
rhage.

Arteriotomy or cupping with fcarifications feems to ex-
cel venzfection, for the following reafon : thofe perfons
who die of ardent fevers, or acute diforders, have their
arterics full and veins empty ; on the contrary, thofe, who
die with flow fevers, or chronic diforders, have their veins
full and arteries empty *,

Solutive purges and apozems with manna, {5c. feem to
be abfolutely neceflary in the beginning of this fever ; for

-
e

* FHonctus in ﬁpm’c&rem :I.ﬂﬂ'!';.muri.‘.';l’ E Herman. Bugrhagyg dfﬁ-,ﬁ-rf&y; i
i‘e’r,‘{'rh
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they cool and eafe the patient immediately, moderate the
bheat, thirft, and anxiety, prevent, aswas beforeobferved, that
terrible fymptomatic vomiting, fo troublefome in the courfe
of the difeafe! Befides, folutives are plainly indicated by
nature ; for a fpontaneous diarrhcea is always a favourable
appearance in the beginning of this fever : therefore,
where there was not one, I have always endeavoured to
bring one on.

The ejections difcharged here are generaily hot, fharp,
choleric or bilious ; fermenting like yeft, and commonly
very feetid : and as thefe are immediately derived from the
liver, fpleen, pancreas, &c. they muft, and do wonder-
fully relieve thofe wifcera in this, and in all central fevers.

In the epidemic bilious fever at Pifa, anno 1661, thofe
who recovered were relieved by a diarrhaa *,

One of the divine Hippocrates’s precepts is to purge in
every acute difeafe the firlt day, if there is a propenfity of
the humours to go off that way ; for delay in this cafe is
bﬁd t» and by the way his purges were none of the mild-
eft,

Riverius, in the plague itfelf, advifes purging where
there is interna bumorum corruptio ¥, and that there is here,
the very feetid ejections demonftrate.

Sometimes it happens we are called in too late, when the
vomiting is fo violent, that no folutive medicines, fuch as
manna, &, though aflifted with lenient clyfters, will di-
vert the courfe of the humours ; nor will anti-emetics {top
_the vomiting any confiderable time.

In thefe circumftances, I have ventured to pive (and it
fucceeded beyond my expectations) twenty or thirty grains
of fcammeny or jallap, inan anti-emetic draught, repeating
1!: if thrown up, or not anfwering my defign in 2 little
“time,

I know the exhibition of thefe rough cathartics in 2
“fever will be looked upon as ftrange pradtice, and I have
4o example or authority to fupport it among the moderns,

® Borell, apud Maipigh. wit, po8b, P21, 22,
1_ S-f":'?- q.! Hj’-"i"- I':'q-

. & Ubi corpus cacachymicum invadit peflis, aut buic irterna bumorum corruptio
River, reforaat. de pefte, :
E .2 Indeed
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Indeed the ancients from Hippocrates down to Aflepiades?
except the fchool of Erafifiratus, gave purges in acute
fevers; and their purges were moft of them rough and
vellicating. Hippocrates exprefsly diredls fcammony, where
the ftools are bilious *,

What induced me to try medicines of this kind was,
what hath been taken notice of before, that where there
was a {mart diarrheea, fpontancous or procured by medi-
cine, the vomiting never was violent, if any atall : and
the diarrheea proved very ferviceable in relieving or abating
all other fymptoms.

Further I confidered the ftomach would not bear an
great quantity of the moft agreeable liquor, much lefs a
fufficient dofe of manna or any other lenient purge or folu-
tive medicine ; which at this time muft be given ina great
quantity to increafe the periftaltic motion of the inteftines
confiderably ; thereby forcing the humours ftrongly down-
wards. The anti-emetic draught generally ftops the vomit-
ing for alittle tire, until the cathartic pafies the pylorus :
fo that it generally anfwered the intention, relieving that
troublefome fymptom, cooling and eafing the patient, and
reducing, in a confiderable degree the pulfe, pain and an-
xiety.

Clyfters folutive and emollient are of great fervice, as they
are an immediate fomentation to all the bowels of the abds-
men ; promote perfpiration internally, foften and relax the
tenfe and heated inteftines, and gently follicit the evacua-
tion of the bile and other offending humours.

The ufe of clyfters is fo manifeft, fo obvious (efpecially
during the ardency of the fever) that I have nofurther oc-
cafion to infift on their being ferviceable ; or to bring au-
thorities (many of which I could) to fupport my opinion,

Blifters, theufe and abufe of them, at what time and in
what circumftances they fhould be applied, require much
care and confideration, for they are often beneficial in fevers,
and often very pernicious. '

Firft, it may not be amifs to examine their a&ion on
the human body, fecondly, to examine the opinion of a
gentleman juftly celebrated for his medicinal knowledge

L ,'fal"r."l‘lf.'dlf .E-:;".':-.H'.t i."!l'-l'.',';l'..'.vl fucring, feammantns cxbibite  moderate purgan=
mum, ; de Rat. vict, morb. acut, g4o1.

through-
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throughout all Eurspe, who fpeaks much againft blifters *
and laltly conclude with {fome obfervations of the learned
do&or AMead upon the ufe of blifters, with our own obfer-
" vations and reafons. v

Blifters a& by increafing the reciprocal ofcillations be-
tween the folids and the fluids, ftimulating, irritating, and
exagitating the whole fyftem ; as is plain by the bloody urine
and ftrangury they occafion : hence it {eems, they cannot be
good in the beginning of ardent fevers where all irritation
increafes the general inflammation; and every caufe of in-
flammation increafed, it foon goeth into a gangrene. Yet
thefe have been often applied in the very beginning of ardent
and highly rarefaltive fevers by fome that praltife in 7a-
maica; and without previous bleeding, relaxation, or con-
{iderable evacuation of any kind !

The learned Boerbaave fays of blifters, or cantharides.

Totum genus nervofum flimulant, fibrillas & folvunt, and,
puta vero maxime nocere ubi humores nimis foluti & acres funt,
nec in morbis acutis, nec in inflammatione convenire, nec ubt
e/t inclinatio in alcali 5 & miror quod a tot egregus wviris ad-
huc laudantur, nam faciunt febrem maximam, anxietates, ha-
litum cadaverofum, urinam feetidam, &c.

Do&or Mead’s obfervations on the ufe of blifters, are
contradictory to doctor Boerbaave’s opinion, and are con-
firmed by experience: for he fays, that in the confluent
fmall-pox where the blood was in fuch a ftate of diflolution,
that livid {pots appeared, and blood was difcharged from the
emunctories, he applied blifters with fuccefs where the pa-
tient was delirious.

I am far from believing that doctor Beerbaave himfelf
would forbid the ufe of themin all ftages of acute fevers:
for certainly they are often indicated by nature ; particularly
when fhe endeavours to throw out an eruption, which is
always critical ; and if nature, or the wis vite (which I
mean by nature) hath not ftrength fufficient to do her work,
it feems highly neceflary that we fhould affift her.

After the firft irritation caufed by cantharides is over,
their fubtle active falts dilute the blood by reftoring the cir-
culation of the Jymph : for I {uppofe thefe fcour the lympha-
tics as cathartics do the inteftinesbreak and attenuate the

=

# . Boerhaave Prax. Med.
putre-
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putrefying, ftagnating ferumand fit it for excretion through
the fkin, whence that balitum cadaversfum do&or Boerbaave
mentions. Thefe falts alfo break and attenuate the putre-
fying ftagnating bile; fit it for excretion by the kidneys,
and carry it off that way with fome of the groffer parts of
the putrefying ferum, g;c. whence that wrenam feetidam,
this learned author takes notice of.

In all central fevers, blifters are certainly ferviceable by
transferring the inflammation to the fuperficies, by preven-
ting an inflammation of fome noble wifexs, by relieving the
convulfions of the diaphragm and intercoftal mufcles, occa-
fioned by the afflux of hot, fharp rarefied blood on thofe

arts 3 whence a continual vomiting : that being a convul-
'gun of the diaphragm and intercoftal mufcles ; as Monfieur
Chiraux proves by experiment.

Experience teaches us that blifters migitate violent vo-
miting and hiccup: yet I would by no means recommend
the ufe of them in the beginning of fevers, whilft the fervor
of the blood and tenfity of the veflels continues: for it is
then our bufinefs to fupprefs the fervor and ¢fffatus of the
blood, and relax the folids.

After all, blifters, in my opinion, are feldom neceflary in
this fever; in fome few cafes I have found them ferviceable ;
but they ought never to be applied without due care and
confideration,

And if we do 2pply them we fhould fupply the patient
plentifully with diluents and fmooth cooling drinks, fuch
as emulfions with gum arab, &c. And indeed thefe are
neceflary almoft through the whole courfe of the fever : but
now fhould be given in greater quantities to fheath and di-
iute the cauftic falts of the cantharides. )

In this fever, as in moft acute diforders, diluting and
relaxing diet and medicines are moft proper; and the patient
fhould be kept cool as poffible ; by no means ftifling him up
with a load of bed-cloaths. or excluding the air from him,
according to doctor Boerhaave’s] and excellent Celfus’s his
advice 3 who fpeaking of a patient in a fever fays, etiam
amply conclave tenendus, quo multum & purum @rem trabere
polfit : meque multis vefiimentis firangulandus +.

-
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It would be very happy for poor fick ftrangers, if we
could get them large perflated rooms inftead of the holes they
are crammed into. What convinces me this laft precept is
right, I have often obferved that thofe perfons who had this
fever on board of the veflels in the harbour, who feldom
drank any thing but cold water, no beds to lyeon, or cloaths
to cover them, with a free admiffion of air, frequently re-
covered.

Such things as relax and dilute, muft be proper here, for
all the fibres are tenfe and dry ; and fo long as the heat, fic-
city, thirft, and fwift pulfe continue, fo long all diluents,
and the thinneft fluids are proper ; water itfelf is convenient ;
for the drought, and contraction of the vefiels are a very
great part of the diforder.

The warm bath, or rather partial fomentations with
vinegar and warm water muft be very ferviceable, as they
relax and cleanfe the cuticular glands.

Acids, of which this cnuntll-{ produces the fineft in the
world, and perhaps the greateft variety, muft be very fer-
viceable; fo muft vinegar and water mixed ; and acid me=
dicines fuch as /pz. vitroli, ol. fulph. per campanams, [pt. ni-
tri dule. &c. the nitral falts much diluted and given in
fmall quantities, elfe they increafe thirft: all thefe muft be
very ufeful judicioufly exhibited; fo muft folutive acid
fruits, fuch as tamarins and caflia boiled in water for com-
mon drink, according to the manner of the Zgyptians as
Profper Alpinus obferves *.

amazca forrel or the jelly of it diflolved in barley water,
and all our fine vegetable acids, are not only moftagreeable
to the fick, but are alfo the moft ferviceable, as they abate
the inflammation, allay thirt, refift that general putrefaction
of the juices, correct the bile, promote its difcharge by
urine, and gently open the body. So manna alfo diffolved
in barley water and acidulated with lime or lemon juice is a
very pretty draught; and might be frequently taken to keep
the belly foluble ; and by that means eafe the anxiety, heat
and pain. '

Briftol hot-well water when it arrives here feems to be
only the pureft water; having loft all the minera or calx it
may be impregnated with at the well, asitisa pure cool

e———y G R — R ]
® Le¢ medicina Egypeiorum,
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drink, vaftly agreeable to the fick it may be drank plentiful-
ly after the increment, about the ftate of the fever; then
there cannot be a better liquor ufed to dilute, cool and tem-
per the hot, inflamed and almoft boiling blood ; as well as
to promote any critical difcharge,

Galen reccommends the drinking of cold water in con-
tinual fevers; fo do the Arabian phyficians, particularly
Avicenna, who gave it through the whole courfe of ardent.
anid bilious fevers, as he fays, to allay thirft, and to tem-
per and promote theconcoction of the bile *; indeed warmed
liquors or tepid are the beft in the beginning becaufe they
relax moft. The divine Hippocrates in acute diforders gave
ptifan of barley and the cooleft and thinneft food §, 777lis
barley-water with honey and vinegar. Boerhaave recom-
mends in all diforders where the juices are inclined to pu-
trefy, tamarins, juice of lemons, rhenith wine, butter-
milk ftrained through flannel to take out the butter and
cheefe. He fays the poor people in Am/flerdam at the time
of the plague drank a mixture called de tribus, the bafis of
which was vinegar; by theufe of which liquor many reco-
vered.

Tachenius in afevere plague in Jtaly, fays he preferved
himfelf and feveral others by the ufe of acid fpirit of ful-

hur.
g Sydenbam fays, in that worft fort of fmall-pox where the
humours were fo {trongly inclined to putrefy, that nine out
of ten died ; (which, as he obferves, {carcely happens in the
plague itfelf:) until he gave the fpirit of vitriol plentiful-
ly in fmall-beer he found no remedy.

I have found the following medicine to be very ufeful in

the beginning of this fever.

R Spt. nitr1 dulcis
——— falis dulcis aa drachmas duas.
—- vitrioli drachmam unam, mifce, fumat gt, xxx
vel x| fubinde in quovis vehiculo.

This medicine greatly refifts putrefaltion, and corrects
the bile; for it is exceeding ferviceable in fome kinds of
jaundice, as well as in this difeafe.

From all thefe obfervations we may fairly conclude, acids
muft be of great ufe here, where the juices are fo ftrongly in~

¥ Lommius de df':-iw'é-us conkinus, '§ De rat, widt, merb, acut,

clined
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clined to putrefy. But it is to be obferved, that acids
fhould not be given through the whole courfe of ardent and
putrid fevers; but only fo long as the alcaline putridity con-
tinues,

As the fatal termination of this fever is a general gan-
grene, and the Peruvian bark is the beft remedy known in
local gangrene, we are ready to conclude from analogy,
that it muft be good here, until experience convinces us
of the contrary.

It may not be amifs to examine, why this noble medi-
cine, given in the remiffions of this fever, does not an-
fwer our intention. The action of the bark renders the
fibres more tenfe and elaftic, and enables them to fubdue
that lentor in the blood, the caufe of intermitting fevers :
to account philofophically for its action is not to our pur-
pofe : we can only fay then, from the fpecific configura-
tion of its particles, it hath thefe effets : but here, that
very action, and thofe effets produced from the bark are
very pernicious : and muft be particularly fo when the
caufe is an inflammation of the fmall veffels conftituting the
larger. "That the mifchief muft beincreafed, is very obvious
from the rough, conftringing and ftimulating power of the
bark. Our utmoft endeavours here, fhould be to relax the
veflels; for the tenfity of the veflels will hinder all the
glandular difcharges, and muft alfo increafe the pains,
heat, forenefs, anxiety, thirft, &,

In a particular gangrene in an extreme part, where the
circulation is languid, and the veflels weakned with con-
tufion, or any thing which hath occafioned too great an
afflux of blood on the part for fome time, by which con-
tinued plethora the veflels are overftretched, and their
contractile reftitutive power, in fome degree, loft ; or, in
old age, where the blood is vapid, the cale is quite altered ;
for here is no increafed tenfity of the folids, nor undue ex-
altation of the blood. Young robuft perfons, who have the
tenfeft fibres, are moft obnoxious to this fever ; to thefe
alfo it proves moft fatal : women and men of lax habits
are feldom feized with it ; or, when they - are, come
through with much lefs danger and difficulty,

This leads us to take notice, how fatal this fever hath
been to ftrangers, Europeans and North Americans, efpe-
cially to thofe who abound with a great quantity of blood,

F rich
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rich with falts *, are in the heat and prime of life, and
whofe fibres are tenfe and elaftic ; thefe are moft obnoxious
to inflammations, for the reafons before given §, and are
with the greateft difficulty cured |.

When a f{tranger arrives here from a northern climate,
the blood muft be, in fome degree, rarefied ; which rare-
faction may be called a plethora ; for the veflels do not re-

. dax immediately in proportion. The circulation is now
rendered quicker by the ftimulus heat, whence all the fe-
cretions, recrementitious and excrementitious, are in-
creafed y except, perhaps, the two expurgatory, by flool
and urine ; by which only the bile can be carried off, that
is now feparated in a greater quantity than ufual by the in-
creafed circulation, heat of the climate, ufe of piritucus
liquors, or whatever cauies may increafe the bile : hence a
redundance of bile, which, together with that ftiffnefs of
the fibres, and richnefs of the blood, are obvious and fuf-
ficient caufes of their pronene's to'this fever,

Since this appears to be the cafe, would not the method
of preventing the redundancy of bile, taking away the
plethora, and relaxing the pores, be highly expedient for
all ftrangers at their firft arrival, to be continued wuntil
fuch time as their {olids werc relaxed, and juices affimulat-
ed to the air of the country ? i

The method T would propefe is this. Upon the arrival
of a perfon with a Narthern conftitution, let blood be
drawn from his 2rm, if fanguine and plethoric ; ‘this'bleed-
ing will leflen the dearee of heat, and abate the nifus of the
particles of the blood.  After bleeding, if no favourable
lax intervene, take fome folutive purge, fuch as manna, and
cream of tartar, once or twice a week, fufficient to move
the belly three or four times. Ufe every day, for fome
t:me, a warm'bath, to relax the cuticular glands and pro-
mote a free tranfpiration, as well as cleanfe them of any

=
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fordes that may obftruct ; rub dry with a cloth, and a-
noint with' afmall quantity of fine oil, according to the
cuftom of the ancients, to prevent what is commonly
called catching of cold : this warm bathing appears to me
to be of great confequence; thereforel think thould not be
omitted. Perhaps, bleeding again, or, at certain periods,
may be requifite : but this fhould not be ventured upon
without advice ; nor indeed bathing or purging : for thefe
ought to be proportioned to the conttitution, habit, age,
fex and temperament of the perfon ; fome requiring to
bathe long and often, others, feldom or a fhort time;
others, who have habits fufficiently relaxed, not at all :
and perfons too much relaxed fhould rather ufe the cold
bath.

To keep the body cool, and to afford a conftant fupply
to the blood whofe thinner parts may be exhaufted, or too
much diffipated by exercife or the heat of the climate,
drink fmall but frequent draughts of fherbet, or very weak
acid punch : a draught, in the morning, may not be amifs
to.cleanfe the urinary paflages, where fome foulnefs is apt
to be accumulated during fleep: or perhaps, tamarin-
water, orange-whey, or fucking fome of our acid fruits
would anfwer the intention as well ; for, as was before ob-
ferved, acid fruits and acidulated liquors cool and condenfe
the blood, refift putrefation, correét the bile, and pro-~
mote the difcharge by urine.
~ Asto diet, that which is light, cool, eafy of digeftion,
and acefrent, is the beft ; becaufe it prevents the alcaline
putridity of the juices. But I would, by no means, ad-
vife any particular form ; becaufe it is very certain, that
free livers, provided they fall into no excefles, are not
more liable to the ardent fevers of this country than the
moft temperate and exact ; or, if they do fall into them,
efcape the beft. Vinegar and falt refift putrefaétion ; and,
upon that account, feem to be neceffary : in my opinion,
it would not be amifs to ule them freely with all animal
food.

Nothing conduces more to the prefervation of health,
in this and all Soutbern countries, than a proper regulation
of the paffions of the mind. I fay, in this and all Southern
countries, becaufe in Northern countries the effeéts of the
paflions are not fo violent, orfo foon difcernible ; they

F 2 may
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may help to lay the foundation of chronic diforders in
Northern countries; but here they will immediately bring
on acute difeafes: thus, violent anger or extreme grief
will immediately, or in a few hours, bring on a jaundice,
or bilious fever ; and the fear of dying, perhaps, kills more
than the climate.

Thus have I faithfully defcribed the nature and caufes of
this fever, as they appear to me, pointed out the juvantia
and /edentias and hope I have laid a foundation for a per-
fect knowledge of this difeafe ; or given fuch ufeful hints
and obfervations as may be improved by fome gentleman
of fuperior knowledge in the medical art. I apprehend,
when the natvre end caufes of a difeafe are explained, the
curative indications are obvious; and are to be found by
experiments made with fuch medicines as, from their known
properties, are likely to fucceed.

I fhall conclude in the words of the great doftor Mead,
I have now finifbed this effay fuch as it is 5 contentious and 1ll-
natured men may, probably, find fault withit, but I hope it
will prove ufeful to my countrymen, which isto be defired above
all things 3 for a mnﬁ':'auﬁzq/f of an ufeful undertaking and an
upright mind is beyond all praife : this fatisfaclion will never
be wanting to bhim who fhews that be bas the public good at
beart ; and that he thinks himfelf not born for bimfelf, but for
mankind.

And let me add, I fear not cenfure, nor defire applaufe :
he that difapproves of this eflay, let him fhew his diflike by
writing better on the fubject and I fhall be fatisfied.

e o
e

AN
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To the HONOURABLE

CaarLesiPRICcE, Bt

The patriot firm, the generous friend;

W hether now labouring for famaica’s good,
Through parts impaflable you form the road,
Or gracioufly prefide in making laws, 5
With the whole fenate’s fuffrage and applaufe,
Or gaily laughing o’er the flafk you drain,
With native wit and humour entertain,
(If friends are wrong, you laugh at their expence,
Charm with your wit, and laugh them into fenfe.) 10
Deign toreceive this verfe the mufe beftows,
From him whofe breaft (like yours) with friendfhip glows.
Say why envious calumnies impart
So much of pleafure to the human heart,
Why bafe detradtion with low fcurril wit, bz
Amongft mankind the gen’ral humour hit ?
Why lying, quibbling enquiries are read,
And not what’s good and ufeful in their ftead ?
*T'is pride and mean felf-love are fure the caufe,
Men rather blame than give the due applaufe, 20
Lo! envious Bennet, blundering B 7
Are feen, and read by almoft half the town !

CH;LRLES Price, whom all unprejudic’d commend,

Bennet,
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Bennet, whofe trifling writings no point hit :

“That fop in learning, and that fool in wit !

In him th’ envious Eniiing fneer we find, 25
Moft certain mark of fool and knave combin’d.

Unhappy Norton fell beneath his skill :

The ﬁrlg eflay he made, alas! to kill.

O ! blind to merit, reafon, fenfe and truth,

Why will you truft an unexperienced youth ? 30
Who vilely firives to raife an obfcure name

By the deffrution of another’s fame !

I want, not L! a chara&er to raife !

Alike my fcorn, their cenfure or their praife !

Grant, heav’n, the friendthip of the virtuous part,

With foul benevolent, expanded heart }
Who deteft bafe envy, fcorn low fraud and art.

Such is T7——y, fuch art thou, O P——.,

And M——¢ too, exempt from every vice !

In pow’r ferenely good, humanely great, 40
Still may you fhine through every ftate !

Whilft f, with gentle medic arts, aflwage

The dreadful ravage of febrific rage.

Approv’d by B——#kcf——d and the wifer few,

[ value not the carping, railing crew.

el
o

A PROSE
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To a PoeETIiC

EPISTLE WRITER.

Bp PARKER BENNET, MD.

Qut of thy own mauth will I condemn theey O thou evil fpeaker.

SHouLD not have prefumed to trouble the public a
fecond time with my low fcurrilous wit, as you are
“ pleafed politely to call it, had I not feen myfelf {o coarfly
daubed in the epiftle you lately exhibited to the public.
And tho’ I am not able to attack fo great a poet in his
own way, I hope I fhall be allowed the priviledge of an-
{wering for myfelf in profe, as your not fubfcribing your
name has robbed me of every other weapon but the pen.
Howewer, had you fubfcribed it, you would not have been
a bit the more known ; as by the fentiments, hand-writing,
and many other fymptoms (to talk in my own way) I can
be at no great lofs to find out the author. Andif I now
declare that he is beneath my refentment in any other wa
than that ot ridicule, it is not the firft timeI have faid fo,
having frequently exprefled myfelf to that purpofe, upon
bearing his behaviour on the death of Mr, Naughion, and
alfo
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alfo being myfelf a witnefs to it on a late occafion, when I
condefcended to a confultation at the requeft of a certain
worthy gentleman, Butmy patient prevented my demean-
ing myfelf by difcarding you, and then, I fuppofe, full of
indiznation and fpleen, you fat down to write the late in-
genious lines, I can’t blame you for fhewing a little con-
cern, at feeing a man, whom of all men in the world
you hated moft, preferred to yourfelf, and his judgment
relied on, when yours was not taken-the leaft nctice of 3
but you might have fhewn your diflike in.a much more
genteel manner, and-have kept up to-the charadter of the
gentleman, though you were even concerned with a per-
fon of whom you have the meaneft opinion. You fee,
Sir, that the worll treatment cannot alter my good inten-
tions to ferve you ; I thought the late applications would
have taken effect, but am forry to find that the gangrenc
ftill fpreads ; however, alittle more of the cauftic won’t be
amifs, and when I have clipped and pared you into fome
realonablecompafs, and madeyou afit companion for gen-
tlemen, you may then venture upon a fecond epiftolary
eflay, and hepe it may be more worthy the perufal of the
honourable gentleman to whom the prefentis dedicated.
You have attempted in this little performance two of
the moft difficult things in poetry, panegyric and fatyr.
‘They both require the niceft touches of the pen, and the
leaft want of delicacy makes the one fulfome, the other
low. - When I fee a cringing fop befpattering a2 man of
fenfe with his naufeous flattery, it puts me in mind of the
fable of the afs and the lap dog ;. and I really think his,
punifbment fhould be the fame, that the aukward creature
may know how to keep his diftance, and Jearn the proper
{fphere he was born to at in. You really make fuch a
droll figure in both thefe capacities, that I am convinced
molt people will conftrue your panegyric into a libel, and
your fatyr into flattery ; and to fhew you that I won’t ad-
vance :u:lv thing without reafon, Iwillydiﬁ'c& you, line by
line, and fhew you many faults in the few you have
written ; bad poetry, falfe meafure, and vile logic, not to
{ay any thing of the moral part. |
Line 1. Itisa very trite compliment of moft panegyrifts
to tell their patron, that all unprejudiced people unani-
moully join in their praifes, and that they themielyes are
' fenfible
I
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fenfible of it. Now, if this be the cafe, where can be the
merit of verfifying a thing which every one knows, and put-
ting a deferving gentleman to the bluth by the naufeous re-
petition of virtues, which none can deny him to be poflefied
of 2 Had you even gone on in the fame ftrain you began
with, a man of Mr. ’s good fenfe muft be furfeited
with the flattery § but what will he ‘ay when he proceeds
in your defcription ? In the fourth line you make 2 pio-
neer of him; in the fixth, a drainer of flasks (which, by
the by, is not very compatible with the auguft characters of
{enator, lawmaker, and patriot) and, in the ninth Jline,
you deftroy the chara&er of a generous friend. If my
friend is miftaken in his judgment, it is not VEry generous
to laugh at his expence ; the ties of friendfhip are of too
tender a nature to admit of the leaft ridicule ¢ the wound
muitbe probed with a gentle hand, notdilated with an oyfter
knife ; and I am fure it is no great compliment to- fay that
a man would facrifice his friend to his jeft.  Laftly, you
pofitively declare, that whofoever has been guilty of read-
ing my lying, quibbling enquiry, received pleafuré from ex-
Vious calumniesy bafe detraétion, and fewrril wit it their
bumour ;5 and, inftead of .reading what is good and ufeful,
they prefer thefe fame Jying, quibbling enguiries, and at'laft,
they are proud, felf-conceited, and rather chufe to blame, than
give the ju/f applaufe to thofe that deferve it,. Thhis is really
giving 2 man roaft meat and beating him with the fpit 3
certainly there is no gentleman that would not forego the
one to avoid the other, : | :
Line 13. This is abufive to the laft deeree, and of all

the odious comparifons I ever met with, ‘this is the moft
fhocking. &

You dedicate in bagh kersic profe,

And ridicule beyond a hundred foes -

From all Grubftreet ds P s fame defend,

' And more abufive call yourfelf ki friend. '

- Line 14. Twith, Sir, you had fcanned your verfes before
you printed them, or given them to fome one elfe to {can
that underftood it ; for the Mufe feems to be very lame,
Perhaps, the thorn' you intended for my fide has gone into
her foot. Iam fure, noone that reads’the 2d, 13th, 214,
80th, 39th and 41/ lines, but will conclude, that the was

G either
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either pricked, or had got the gout ; and, in my opinion,
fhe muft be out of her fenfes if the applied to your gentle,
medic, aflwaging arts, for relief in either the one or the
other, unlefs the wanted an eternal guietus ; and then in-
deed two drachms of opium would do the job for her, asit
has done for more people, than you fufpedt, ever came tomy
knowledge. But thefe are dangerous fecrets, and none but
a great fool would tempt me in the manner you have
dorie to make them public.

From the 13#h to the 1gsh verfe, it is plain you defcribe
the Enguiry into the late effay on the bilious fever. 1 wasthe
author of 1t, and defy you to thew the leaft traces of envy,
calumny, detraction, fcurrility, lies, or quibbling, no more
than you can produce one good or ufeful paflage in Fobn
Williams's eflay, which you feem to point at in the 1815
line. DBefore the enquiry was publifhed, you were pleafed
to {ay that you read ity and it was full of lies. Now for
conviéting you ! ——Whilft the enquiry was in my hands,
I am fure% let no poets perufe it; and it is not probable the
printer would thew it you whilft in his cuftody. Astoits
being full of lies, every one knows that I aflert only two
things in the whole ; the firft is, that it was probable that
Fobn Williams had read doétor Harren’s treatife on the
vellow fever of Barbadses, (tho” he denies it) becaufe he
had the book, and lent it to a gentleman that lentit te
me. If you fay that’s falfe, I am ready to produce it with
his own name f{igned on the back ; and can the moft pre-
judiced perfon in the world {ee any improbability in that ?
The other aflertion was, that [ heard captain Shirley’s cafe,
and it appeared to me that it was not faithfully recorded.
T'he thing was mentioned to me before feveral gentlemen
that are not guilty of fa/fifying, who are all ready to atteft
the truth of what I fay. Now, pray, Sir, at whofe door
does the faliity lie? If a man fays that I lie, and Iprove
the contrary, his ceénfure does not affet me, and all the
fcurrility recoils back upon himfelf, T don’t think it a
point of good manners to give any one'the lie, but if it is fo
with fome people, I am fure they muft have imported the
fathion from Guinea, where, Iam told, it is a current com-
pliment—what pity it is that your pretty geniufes {hould be
contaminated with fuch low converfation ! :

| Line



Poetic EPISTLE WRITER. 39

Line 19. Here, Sir, you ask Mr. P e a queftion
that you may have an opportunity of anfwering it, and
fixine the cenfure of pride and mean felf-love upon him if
ever %e read my enquiry. For my part, if it favours the
leaft of pride and mean felf-love to find fault with the.idle
nonfenfe of a conceited dunce, I own the charge, and am
happy enough to have the majority of mankind on my
fide.” Indeed I don’t doubt but you have the fame favour-
able opinion of your own judgment (in oppofition to the
majority) that a certain gentleman once had upon 2 jury.
It feems eleven of them were clear in their opinions to
bring in a verdict for the plaintiff ; he would not come into
it, and at laft finding that he could do nothing, he grew very
anery, and fwore he never faw eleven fuch pofitive fellows
in his life. -

T'he 20th line favours a little of paternal fondnefs, and
is one of the fymptoms that leads me to the dilcovery of
the author.

Line 21. Lo envious Bennet! &c. It is very poffible 1
may be envious, and deferve all the hard names you are
pleafed to give me ; but I can’t fay that you have advanced
any thing that carries the leaft colour of a proof. For my
part, I can fee nothing about you that I can envy, except

ou fancy that it is that affected foppifh outfide of yours ;
}' am fure, a man of much meaner diftinction than I am
need not envy the contents of it. Had you charged me
with envying Mr. the opportunities his power throws
in his way, of doing fervice to thisifland, of countenancing
virtue and difcouraging vice: with envying Mr,
the good opinion of his country, which he has juftly me-
rited by public fervices and private benefaétions : with
envying Mr, —— the benevolent temper that induces him
“to fupport and patronife merit, you might have gained fome
little belief ; and indeed I {o far envy them, that if T were
in the fame flation of life, I fhould wifh for the fame dif-
pofitions to make a proper ufe of power or wealth : but to
fay that I envy you, is degrading me beyond any thing I
ever expected.

Now let us examine your logic a little.  The firft fyllo-
gifm is in the 23d line. Benmet wrote againft Fobn
Williams’s yellow fever, Fohn had fo much of that {ame,
that he was not put out of countenance in the leaft, but

2 Con-
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Continues as forward as ever; ergo, his writings are trifiing
and hit no point. I am not at liberty to give my opinion
whether they were trifling or not, but your logic does not
prove them to be fo: however they certainly did hit fome
points, In the firft place, they hit the printer’s point
for they put money into his pocket : fecondly, they hit
Jobn Williams’s point, they put money into-his pocket
'too ; for three or four of his eflays fold on ny account,
which would otherwife have rotted in his defk : and laftly,
they have hit my own point, by making him pointed at.

A fop in learning is an affeCled coxcomb, that is always
rapping out quotations from the poets upon every occafion
before the ladies, to give them an opinion of his learning,
A fool in wit is he that aukwardly attempts to be witty in
either fatyr or panegyric; now ]};t the world judge be-
tween us, who is the fop in learning and the fool in wit,
Oh, John! Fobn! every body does not fay that I am
guilty of thefe things ! :

The fecond fyllogifm carries great conviion along with
it, and runs thus. Besnet with an envious {miling fneer
ridiculed Fohn Williams, he that ridicules Fobn is a knaye
and fool combined, ergo——1I have juft now thrown the
fool’s cap off my own head, and put it on a more deferving
one, fo that I am clear of that part of the charge, As to
my being a knave, I have not been long enough in the
country for you to be a judge of that. However, I dare
venture to anfwer fo far for my honefly, that if a poor
failor had a few piftoles to leave at his death, and devifed
them to myfelf and another gentleman jointly, I really be-
lieve I thould be honeft enough after the whole came into
my hands, not to keep it to myfelf and leave my co-legatee
the whole expence of the funeral, but fhould be juft at
leaft in trifles ; becaufe he that will not be honeft in trifling
matters can’t expect to be trufted in greater concerns,

Unbappy Norton Jell beneath bis fkell,
The firf? effay be made.alas to kill!

Here, Sir, you fhew a great deal of humanity; after
breaking my head you apply a plaifter to it. I don’t know
which is oreateft, the refle&ion inthe firft line or the com~
- pliment in the fecond.  As to the firil, the only d:fmlllce

. ; that
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that I can make is this, that the power of life and death is
not in my hands, and that if any of my patients die, I at
leaft give them a fair chance ; but I know fome people
that won’t even do that, Narcotic clyfters have killed
more men than one, and tho’ people always talk very
largely of thefe things, it feldlom comes to the do&or’s
ears, by which means he often concludes that the whole is
a fecret, and that every one he bepged that favour of, will
be filenty when, at the fame time, fcarcely any one but
himfelf is ignorant of the judgment of the world upon the
whole aftair. Had I done what a certain man did, whofe
chriftian name is fobn, (I who am a phyfician, and had
regular education) I fhould have expected to hold up my
hawud at the bar § nor would it be any excufe to me, if ]
declared that I had frequently given twice as much to
negroes on the coalt of Guinea, as to the patient who died
an hour or two after the application of a narcotic clyfter,
But it is needlefs to multiply examples, when the gentle-
men of the country, who are the only people that are to
be the {ufferers, won’t fall upon fome way to prevent abufes
of this fort, and encourage a fcience, noble in itfelf and
ufeful to mankind. I have now practifed phyfic upwards
of four years in the /7e/f-Indies, and it feems Mr. Nyrton
was the firft eflay I made alas to kill. I am forry, friend
John, thatI cannot return the compliment,

What if he fell beneath my skill ?
He is but one, youmany kill,

The 29th and 3oth verfes are the fecond edition of, Q
ye men of Famaica ¢ formerly ye were only blockheads,
now ye are blinkers, blockheads, liars and ideots.
Ye can’t diftinguith my qualifications or my antagonift’s
demerit.  You muft all own that my knowledge muft be
{uperior to his, I have practifed upon thoufands, he has
not had half the opportunities T have of trying experi-
ments upon living men, and reforming the practice of
phyfic, by introducing curious unheard-of applications.

Line 31. Who wilely, &c. Indeed I muft own, that
his fame muft be very obfcure indeed, that ftands only
upon your fhoulders ; and his ambition muft be at a very
low ebb, who can propofe no other way of raifing him-

felf
3
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fclf than by treading upon you. Surely a man would
not ride upon a monkey, for the beneht of overlooking
a crowd ; nor endeavour to ape a coloffus by treading
on a mole-hill.

Scveral of your lines fmell very rank of plagiary ;
the whole looks fo much like patch-werk, that I can’t
help indulging the fufpicion. I am told Mr. Pope is
a favourite author of yours, and by repeating now and
then a few lines of ‘his, you want to get the reputation
of a2 man of tafte. 1 dare fay, a parrot, with proper
pains, may do the fame ; and I think he would be the
wittieft fool of the two. But, obferve that I don’t pof-
fitively allert all this ; becaufe, in the firft place, I don’t
recollet the particular volume and page frem which you
flole fome of your verfes, nor have I'a parrot to try the
t-f.':ﬁtpra'rin"j:::m: upon. But I expeét to meet with one very
doon, and when I have attentively confidered the quali- '
fications of each - mimic, and run the parallel as far as
it will go, perhaps I may venture my lucubrations a third
time into the world. I wil{x you would take example by me,
to be cautious of what you affert ; if you did, you would
never have given me fo many opportunities of difproving
you.  But it appears very itrange, that a man who has
1o often been caught, can’t have fenfe enough to hold his
tongue. You are like the jack-daw drefled up in peacock’s
feathers ; had you been filent, you might ‘have pafled for
what you really were not ; but the fame folly has expofed
the ignorance of both, and difcovered the impofture.

Line 44. Approved by B ckf——d. I never knew
‘a forward cringing fop in my life, that did not value him-
felf upon a particular acquaintance with fuch and fuch
sentlemen of ‘difkin&ion. Whenever he fees any of them
in public, the bufy creature makes the greateft buftle that
can be to come at them ; there he belches out feme ful-
fome nonfenfe or other, and becaufe they are good-
natured enough not to ufe him as he delerves, he im-
mediately gives out that they approve of him, and, if you
believe his ftory, they are- never happy but in his com-
pany 3 when, at the fame time, moft people know that
thefe very gentlemen defpife him, and nothing but good
manncrs prevents their fhutting their doors againft him.

Now I will tell the world the accafion of your -afprr{'z‘lg
VLT,
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Mr. B #f——d with the fcurrilous imputation of
your being approved by him. When you intended to pub-
lith a certain learned pamphlet for the benefit of the public,
you fent Mr. B kf——d a copy of the manufcript,
and defired his opinion of it. He, in return, wrote you a
letter, which you were very fond of fhowing ; in which
(1 am told) he fays, that he had not time to perufe it, but
that hedid not doubt every thing that came from you would
be of great fervice to the world. Now, Sir, was this a
fmiling fneer or not? None but a very conceited fool
would have miftaken it for a compliment ; and I dare fay,
had you underftood his real meaning, you would have been
bold enough to tack the epithet of envisus to his fneer as
well as to mine,

Now, friend Fobn, I have given thee a little fpecimen
of what I have to fay againft thee. A word you know to
the wife, I hope this anfwer of mine will be a means of
faving many a poor goofe-quil, many an unfortunate fheet
of paper, and many a bottle of ink: if it does not, de-
pend upon this,, that if ever I catch you libelling again, I
am determined not to fpare you ; the whole ftory of the
n—c—k c—rs; the ftory of the gentleman who called for
his piftols juft after the n—c—k c—r, of which he died
in a few hours, after his belly had fielled up as big as a
barrel ; the ftory of the lady that died of c—rs after a dif-
ficult labour ; the ftory of the gentleman that was eafed of
his good ftomach, his fleep, and his good health, with
many others of the fame fort, fhall 211 out, T won’t conceal
a tittle: and if ever you are brought to anfwer for thefe
things, the world cannot blame me for bringing them to
light, as they muft know you have brought it upon your-
felf. The flagrant abufes you, in particular, have been guilty
of deferve the attention of the legiflature, nor fhall we
ever fee a reformation in the praétice of phvfic, till the
gentlemen who have it in their power think proper to {up-
port the phyficians in their juft rights and privileges,

I thought to have been a little more full Upon your poe-
try, but the faults are fo flagrant, that I dare fay every one
will readily join with me, -that i¢ 75 noz poetry, Zm proferun
mad.
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Advert_ifement.

HIS LETTER was wrote the morning after

dotlor BENNET'S extraordinary epiftle came
out, but fome judicious gentlemen who bonour me
aith their friendfbip, being of opinion I ought
by no means to take motice of the FPISTLE on
account of the lownéfs and [currility of i, as
well as the inconfiderablenefs of the author, I
deferred the publication of it, 4;;95?&?‘ rea-
fon Falfo had, 1 waited For an anfwer’ from a
gentleman who was then in the country awhofe
taftiprry, Edhought el omerds queptbran-
.;}gg:j} bold _a‘.ﬁ‘;:_:_;:t‘;on ty‘" oftor BENNET'S.
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LETTER &c

O enter into a controverly with. you who are fo

[ much beneath my notice, and who have, fo fmall a

3 a fhare of reputation to lofe, is what I never in-
tended,  For I could ngt imagine any man could poffibly
be fo wicked as to invent falfhoods and forge calumnies ta
the prejudice of another’s reputation and publifh them in all
companies as well as in print. But, Sir, whenl prove
that all your bold affertions are falfe and without the leaft
foundation, how muft you appear to every juft and gund
man ! What will you have then to fupport you but your
native effrontery ? . :
To place you and your writings in a fair and proper.
light I muft begin with your Enquiry : A performance fo
mean, I thould not have mentioned it again, had you not ob-
liged nie to enter into my defence by your late modeft and
extraordinary epiftle: Which, I aflure you, I alfo defpife and
am unmoved at, becaufe I am not eonfcious of any bad action
otniftake. But left fome perfons who are ftrangers to me,,
fhould be weak enough to imagine my filent contempt might
proceed from a confcioufnefs of the truth of your aflertions
[ am obliged to reply, |
.. 'Then Sir, we begin with what you call your enquiry into
the eflay on the bilious fever; tho’ in fadt it is no enquiry
at all, but a malicious attempt to cenfure and condemn what
you are not at all acquainted with. And here let me afk
you, Sir, what could induce you, uninjured, unprovoked, to
' treat me in {uch a fcurril manner ? {s it behaving like a
gentleman to call 2 man knave, fool, impoftor, &e. (or
to infinuate that he is fo, which is the fame thing) whom
H 2 you
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you are not acquainted with 5 and whofe manners and cha-
racter you are an utter ftranger to? Sure all honeft and im-
partzal mmen muft condemn you, and plainly fee this beha-
viour proceeds from a wicked heart and moft malevolent
turn of mind.

But you were pleafed to take offence at the Preface, i
hear ; where I fay, “ A new comer muft be liable to more
¢¢ errors in his practice, than a perfon who hath had a great
¢¢ fhare of obfervation and experience ;” or words to that
purpofe. Pray, Sir, is not this Truth ! Would doétor
Apad deny this ? ‘And would not that great man be ata
lofs himfelf on his firft arrival ina fouthern climate ? I fee
no reafon you ffould be ofiended at this, except that of its
being truth, to which you appear an enemy in all your
fcribbling 5 for the Preface was wrote before you came to
the country ; confequently could riot be particularly applied
to you: But if you, conicious of your ignorance and inex-
gq]ucnce, put on the cap becaufe ‘it fitted y-:}u, -1 cannot

2 |

Iphave declared my fentiments honeftly ind freely” (as I
generally ‘do)’ in the preface to my eflay, giving the reafons
why I wrote it ; which were a fincere defire to ferve man-
kind ; and becaufe I apprehended it a duty incumbent upon

- 2ll men to communicate what they thought might be ufeful
to fociety. Thefe are fufficient reafons in my op:nioh,
the honeft mind ; ‘and I think, no man deferves cantempt
or ill-treatment fur honeftly ende;waurmg to ferve or in-
furm the public. «'

T kept this eﬁay by me feveral years, that I might fee from
further obfervations and experience, whether my account of
the diforder, and reafonings concerning it were nght I found
they were, and publlﬂled them. ‘At the fame time I did
not impofe them magifterially ; but defired every gentleman
vers’d in the practice of médicine, or acquainted with the
diforder to judge for himf{elf ; and defired him to inform the

ublu: and me; if he knew any bettér' method than, A had laid
dawn or could give a better account of it than I had done.
T'had alfo the '1pprnhatu}n of thofe gentlemen I efteemed
the beft judges ; and'T aflure you, wncommon fuccefs in'the
cure of this di{eafe; as every hbong/? apothecary who hath
been concerned with me will atteft, ‘notwithftanding you
have in the preface to your {.nqulr}r wml-:edly infinuated the

contrary,



A LETTEE.. to Dr. BENNET. 49

T write to you, Sir, cool and difpaflionate. Iam not ftuns
to the quick as youare. Iam really forry one of the pro-
feffion fhould be fo vile and act a partfo unbecoming a gen-
tleman. Ifhall here aflert nothing but truth, I can give
upon oath 3 and I think no good or honeft man fhould do
otherwife, efpecially when thofe aflertions ftrike at the
moral charater of any man.
You charge me in your enquiry with abufing do&or
Warren, and fay I accufe him with killing fecundum artem.
‘To anfwer this, I appeal to the effay itielf, which if any
ntleman will give himfelf the trouble to read, he will
there find that on the contrary, I fpeak genteely of that
gentleman. | : .

In the next place you very genteely and modeftly infi-
nuate that I had read doétor Warren’s treatife, but did not
underftand it 5 and therefore impofed upon the public with
a lye, in faying I had not read it. = Well Sir, I will tell
you how that matter ftands.  This eflay was chiefly wrote
in the year forty-five; and in the year forty-eight or forty-
nine, doctor /Farren’s treatife came to my hand for the
firft time: I read, and thought myfelf in {ome meafure a
judge of it; becaufe I had been fome time in Barbadses;
but feeing nothing in it could induce me to alter my eflay I
letiit ftand as at firft.  This you might ealily have con-
ceived, had you not been inform’d of it, was not your head
or heart very bad.  But it is the mark of a difingenuous and
malicious fpirit to put a bad conflrudtion upon a matter that
admits a favourable one. ‘Then you affixm on credible in-
formation you fay, that the cafe of an honourable gentle-
man (whofe mame. you have made free with without. his
leave, or the refpect due to his family and ftation) 18 'UR-
faithfully reprefented ; that he had not the diforder I have
reprefented him to have had; nor was in any danger when
I was call’d to him." To prove this falthood, I {hal] only
fay, that before I publifhed the efiay I fhew’d that part of
1t which related to the cafe of this worthy gentleman and
alked him if it was juftly reprefented ; and with his Jeave
I mentioned his name : and this faid gentleman, his family
and furgeon, &, are ready to atteft the truth of whae I
have wrote cancerning him ; and he hath already done me
the juftice inall companies, and at all opportunities to con-
firm the truth of what I have publithed, And this youknow,

I thal]
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I fhall leave the reft of your car rping and quibbling en-
quiry, not thinking it worthy notice; only, 1 muft admire
the {pecimen you have given us of f}n:mr learning in that
unphilofophic and abfurd account of the action of lime~
juice  upon mercury : (or their attion upon one another)
where you are obliged to make mercury an alkali right er
wrong to anfwer your purpofe. Upon my word, I think you
fhould be remitted back to your ftudies.

. Now let us take notice of the Epiftle in verfe which gave
fo much offence. And here you muft obferve this epiftie
was wrote to divert an idle hour and not upon your ac-
count ; you only came in en paffant : it would have been
dcﬁ:endmg too low to have wrote to Parker Bennet.

As to that part which is panegyric, I can affirm the author
has exprefled the fentiments of his heart, perhaps in too
warm and pathetic 2 manner, for perfons who never felt the
enthufiaftic warmth of poetry ; or confider the licence al-
lowed in this way of writing.

We will now examine the fatirical part which hath ftunar
Mr. Bennet fo much: .

< Whylying, quibbling fnqzunes are rfad:

I think I have alveady proved that in your enquiry
have afferted {everal falthoods; and to prove your quibbling
I refer to the enquiry itfelf ; being confident whoever reads
1t, will at leaft admit this to be true

' ““ Bennett whofe trifling writings no pamr Eur

<« That fop in dearning and that fool in wit!

Prav blr, let me afk you what pont your enqmry hath
hnt, hath it hit either the atile or the dulce 3 are we inflrut-
ed or entertained by it?

A fop in learning is an hypercritical gentlﬂman who

catches at fyllables, “and fnaps at literal faults; who plays
upc:-n words, puns and quibbles,  And.a fool in wit is him
who attempts to ridicule what is not the fubject of ridicule:
for, whether I am right or wrong, the eflay cannot be the
jubject of ridicule,

“ Jn bim the envigus finiling fueer we find
“ J/Lj! certain mark of Fool and Knavecombin'd.

For this Sir, befides common obfervation and experience
we have the authority of Mr. Sevage, and a confiderable
dramatic author who underflaod human nature very well,
He @ys.

¢ Nature
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¢ Nature has flampt the villain on bis fase,
¢ He will betray theey mark that envious fmile!

Fielding, who is alfo a good judge of human nature, fays
in his Foundling. ¢ The grinning [neer is a mark the devil
‘hath beftowed upon bis beft beloved.”  ‘This he exemplifies in
Blifil; a charaéter much like yours, : :

SFherP U 2 "
. ¢ Unbappy Norton fell beneath his fkill
¢ The fir/t attempt he made — alas to kill !

Here, Sir, according to your own obfervation a very
great compliment is made you ; for I muft confefs, feveral
‘have died under my care. But to be ferious, T am well in~
‘form’d Mr. Norton died of an intermitting fever, adiforder
we always have at that feafon of the year; and it ishighly
‘probable, had you been acquainted with our fevers, he might
‘have recovered as moft others have done ; or as he himfelf
'in his former fevers ; for it was a diforder he laboured under
annually at the fame feafon of the year. - st dreain
1 < O blind to' merity reafony fenfe and truth

¢ WWhy would you truft an unexperienced youth 2

Are you not, Sir, a' young man, unexperienced in the
diforders of this ifland; and muft not thofe perfons be fools,
“from what hath been faid before, to truft their lives to your

“care ? | a2 S '
o “ Who vilely firives to raife an obfiure name
By the defiruction of another’s fame 1
our name at the time of writing your enquiry, or libel,
call'it which you will,  was obfcure ; and you endeavoured
“'to make yourfelf known by attacking the reputation of ano-
‘ther; and this as was before obferved without injury done
"'you, or provocation : actions of this kind in all ages and in
the opinion of all men, have been efteem’d bafe and unjuft.
+ Now Sir, let us take a view of your genteel epiftle in
prole in anfwer to the poetic epiitle,
" In the beginning you modeftly affirm that my refentment
proceeds immediately from my being difcarded by your pa-
~ tient; and that you had greatly condefcended to confult with
- e, Confummate aflurance! Pray, Sir, was I ever employed
by any ‘patient of yours, or did Lever demean myfelf [o far as
'to ‘agree to' ‘confult with you ? No! If you can prove that [
did, ' load me with'all the calumnies your fertile genius can
1 | 00 gfant - - Jid
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il invent, brand me with all the genteel appellations your
fpiteful heart can think of.

I fhall be glad to know why you reckon fatyr one of the
moft difficult things in poetry ; becaufe, here you {feem to
differ in opinion with many great men. Sure your edu-
cation muft be very imperfect, or the turn of your mind
very wrong ; for you feem to be greatly deficient in phyfic,
phifufuphy, criticifim and grammar. Well, Sir, we will
pafs over your ribaldry and come to the next matter of fact.
The ftory of the two drachms of opium ; which, in my ab-
fence, you (too much like a fco/d 1 muft confefs) proclaim’d
at every corner of the ftreet and fixed upon a gentleman for
{uur author, who denies and fcorns to be the author of {o

afe and injurious a {lander ; as you may {fee in his letter
annexed. But it is needlefs to fay more upon this ftory be-
caufe you yourfelf declared to doctor Brown and others, that
- inftead of two drachms of opium it was two drachms of li-
quid laudanum clyfter-wife. This, indeed, may be true, for
it could do no hurt ; but pray Sir, what proof or authorit
have you for even this ? I cannot leave this fubject without
congratulating you upon the happinefs of your complexion,
who (after you have proclaim’d in all companies and pub-
lifh’d in print a flander) can without a blufh, own the
quantity of opium, or ftrength of the medicine was repre-
fented, ten times as much as it thould have been. .

Next in order, Sir, we come to the poor failor and his
piftoles. A man who had been in the fame fhip with me,
fent for me in the year forty-four ; when I came, I found
him dying in a negro-houfe: the poor man told me, he ap-
prehended he fhould die foon, thercfore he was defirous to
make a will ; for he had fent home goods to a conliderable
value by the furgeon of the fhip he belonged to, which he
was to bring back returns for to this ifland, He be
that I would be his executor, I anfwered him, that being an
executor was what I had always declined and defired him
to think of fome other perfon. He replied he knew no per-
fon but me; and that he fhould be extremely well fatisfied
if I would be fo good as to undertake the matter. I told
him that I could not comply with his requeft ; but as he
knew no perfon he could confide in, there was a gentleman
lived very near him, one Mr. Peter French, who, by what
I had heard of him, would very readily undertake the affair;

anvd
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and upon his further intreaty I confented to be named in his
will with Mr. Peter French as an executor. Some time
after this, he begged the favour of me, to take charge of a
few piftoles he had by him; urging to me as a reafon,
that when he died, the negroes would plunder him. I call’d
ih a white perfon or two to fee what fum there was, and
made a memorandum of it which I left behind, Qut of
this money I paid fome fmall debts and funeral ‘charges
which I can prove by receipts, making a fair account of the
whole in my books, and gave his eftate credit for the bal-
lance; that in cale of my death (being then fick) my
executors might pay the fmall ballance due to his relations,
As the money was given me in truft, before the poor man’s
death, I cannot fee why I fhould have divided it with your
friend Mr. Peter French ; for 1 did not confider myfelf what
you are pleafed to call me, his co-legatee ; though perhaps
executor and legatee may be {ynonimous with Mr. French.

Here tao, Sir, you have moft unjuftly flandered me,

and obliged me to enter into a tedious detail of trifling cir-
cumftances. But you feem to think you have a right to -
.afperfe me without controul.
.~ We are now come to the 42d page, where you pay the
author of the epiftle in verfe (unwittingly I believe) a very
ﬁrcat compliment; for you obferve his lines fmell very
dtrong of plagiary; and you apprehend they are flole from
Mr. A%ap,-r. agearch for them through Mr. Pgpe’s works H
and if you cannot find whence they are ftole, you muft at
leaft allow them to be good becaufe they are fo much like
Mr. Pope's.

To fave yourfelf from the falfhood which would be fix’d
upon you in regard to that worthy and learned gentleman
Mr. B d and his letter, you fay,  [am tsld” But
I believe it is falfe, or whoever told it fpoke falfe ; as it is
In my power to prove at any time.

The ftory of the gentleman whofe belly fwell’d up as big
as a barrel ; who call'd for his piftols, and in fhort who
died by a narcotic clyfter, I could never have guefs’d at, had
I not been inform’d by feveral perfons (who were in the
different companies you told it to) that the perfon you
meant was Mr, Thomas Hayes. 'T'o prove the bafenefs,
villainy, injuftice and inhumanity of this report, I need
only refer to the letters annexed,

I The
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The flory of the lady who died of clyfters after a difficuls
labour, I am intirely ignorant of, for [ never in my life,
that I remember, attended any woman in thofe circum-
ftances, who died. The ftory of the gentleman who was
ealed of his good ftomach, his fleep and his good health,
is an old ftory, perhaps of thefe hundred years ftanding ; a
trite joke, madeftly applied by Mr. Parker Bennet to me.

I cannot help making fome few remarks on the impro-
bability of thefe ftories. Hud I, or any other perfon,
ignorance or miftake, ordered dofes of poifon, would the
apothecary be villain enough to make them up? or if fuch
accidents had happened, as the confequence of fuch appli-
cations, would not the .town have rung of them? would
thefe things be fecret to their neareft relations ? would
they /#i// employ me as they do? and have I fo much of
the good nature and fubmiffive temper as to induce the
apothecaries to keep thefe errors fecret, If I ever ordered
any of thefe narcotic clyfters, there are, without doubt,
prefcriptions for them. And now I do in this public man-
ner challenge, nay more I intreat all the gentlemen who
practife as apothecaries in this town to give thofe preferip-
tions of mine to Parker Bennet, and let him publith them.
But if they have none fuch, it is plain thefe tales fo boldly
and rnuncgiry aflerted by you at every corner, and at every
tavern and punch-houfe are falfe; and how wicked the
publither, I leave the world to j udge.

S BRIt ot ot
| afie: Lo e T e T

To Doctor WrrrLrams.
Sir,
1' N anfwer ta your letter, I bave told you before, what I nowy
repeat to youy, That 1 never knew you to preferibe two
. drachms of opium in a cyftery and that a report of that kind
5 falfes as to any thing I know.of the matter. The prefeription
you enquired after has been fought aftery but cannot be Sfound,

I am; Sir, your moft humble fervant,

J. Bn:az:m‘r.
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Kingfton, 20th Nov. 1750.

St v .

'IN anfwer 1o your letter to me of @ report being [pread that

% the late Mr. Thomas Hayes, whom you attended in bis
daf? ficknefs, had [ome narcotic clyfiers adminiftred to him by
your order 5 anmd to which clyférs nothing elfe Lut his death is
“attributed by the author of the faid réport in a writing lately
publifped.  As I was not only bis apothecary, but alfo one of
his moft intimate atquaintance, you muft imagine, I was very
nuch furprifed at fuch a fa{e rumour, which is [o remote from
the leaft appearance of truth, that upon looking over my file I
found the clyfters to be extraordinary gentle ones 5 I think my-
SeIf abliged therefore, to make this matter [o clear, that every
body may be competent judges of its truth, by inferting the
prejiriptions themfelves in Englith, and by affirming that he
had no narcotic nor event opiate medicines of any kind whatever
given bim during the whole courfe of bis ficknefs.

ou prefcribed him only two forms of clyflers, the firft was
on the 28th of April 1749, which was this: Take of the
commaon decollion )ﬁrlr clyflers (which is a deco&iion of mallow
leaves, chamomile flowers and fennel feeds) twelve ounces, of
the fyrup of buckthorn, and oil of olives each an ounce, fal.
gem. (rock falt) one drachm, mix and make a clyfler. - The
othery whbich is the fatal narcotic clyfler, you ordered on the
224 May follswing, and, if poffible, is milder than the pre=
ceding, and runs thus: Take of the abovementioned clyfter de-
coction twelve ounces, of fimple oximel two ounces, (Oximel is
a mixture of two parts of honey with one of vinegar.) Salt
polychreft forty grains, (the falt jo called is only Jalt petre de-
Sagrated with brimflone) el of olives one ounce, mix and
make a clyffer.

If any one has the curiofity to fee the original prgér{priaﬂ:,
they may be favoured [o far by applying to Mef. Carruthers
and Penny, in whofe fhop the file now bangs.

Thisy Siry Iprefume is Jufficient to fatisfy reafonatle men,
andy as to 1is truth, I am willing to make affidavit thereof on
cally and am your moft obedient humble [ervant,

| Mart. TURNER.
To Dr. Williams.

I2 SIR,
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N

‘SIR,

S8 I think myfelf flvictly obliged to do juflice to all mane
rd kindy I hereby declare that Mr. 'Thomas Hayes, during
bis illnefs, which was in April 1749, never had (during the
whole time you attended him) one grain n{' any medicine of a
narcotic or opiate quality given to him,either by clyfler,draught,
boley or any other form whatfoever, as may appear by your pre-
Jeriptions which are all now upon the file, and were all, or moft

of them, made up by my own bands 3 and this 1 gffert to be
Sriétly true.

I am, Sir,

Your moft bumble fervant,

33 Joun Jonwson.
2»7th Nov, 1750,

7o Dr. John Williams.

i
o
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BILIOUS FEVER.

By PARKER BENNET. MD.
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P R'E FACE

WHOEVER undertakes to be an author, muft write
either for the amufement, or improvement of the
public : if he fails in the firft, he is only laughed at; if un.
fuccefsful in the laft, it is attended with more dangerous con-
fequences, in proportion to the weight of the fulg:eﬁ he
treats of. In phyfic the flighteft errors are produétive of
the moit melancholy events, and a man who publifhes aréy
thing that way, ought to do it with the greateft careand fi-
delity, for his patients fake, and no fmall caution and cir-
cumipection for his own; for he writes to men of fenfe,
learning and judgment, (fuch every phyfician is fuppofed to
be;) and to undertake the improvement of fuch perfons,
is in my humble opinion, makinlgI great pretenfions to a very
extraordinary fhare of merit. How far the candid gentle-
man, who lately publithed an eflfay on the bilious fever, has
fucceeded, the public are to be judges: but as it often hap-
pens, efpecially in medical difquifitions, that every man
may not poffibly be a judge of the fubje& referred to his
determination, I thought an enquiry into that eflay would
neither be difagreeable to the public, or to the author. To
the firft, that they may be better acquainted with the merits
of the caufe, before they rafhly pronounce judgment; and
to the lafly becaufe, by this means, he will ffand a better
chance for finding out that truth he is fo eager in the purfuit
of. Asto any obligation our publifher may lie under to
the perfon that is wiﬁing to thew him any little errors (the
conftant equipage of great men) we give up that point en-
tirely, becaufe it is poffible we may be able to point out a
miftake and not to rectify it, Yet that ought not to rob us
of any fhare of our merit, as to be made fenfible of an error
is the firft ftep towards correting it without then
making any farther apology for communicating our thoughts
on a fubject every man has a right to give his opinion of in
the freeft manner, we fhall now proceed to an impartial
enquiry into the late eflay on the bilious fever, by M, Joun
WiLrLiams. '
Preface, p. 3, 1. 31, and if uncommon fuccefs, ‘The fuc-
cefs this gentleman has met with in the cure of the bilious

Jever,
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Jfever, is notorious: and certainly the opinion of fo happy a
praititioner, ought to have ‘its juft weight with every man
who is not an errant fceptic, ' -

Aiiology comprehends not only the caufes of the difeafe,
but the dileafe itfelf, and its fymptoms. e

The diagnsflics in phyfic fignify thofe figns or fymptoms
whereby one difeafe is diftinguifhed from another, Now,
with great deference to this learned gentleman’s judgment,
I think he ought not ¢¢ to touch fo lightly on the diggnofis
becaufe, I apprehend, it is very proper he fhould tell us what
the difeafe is, and how it is to be known from any other,
before he prefcribes a method of cure, When a man tells
us, it is a fair wind, it is very natural to afk him, where
be is going. Befides he cannot be very full on the etiology,
or caufe of the difeafe and fymptoms, and not tell us what
thofe {ymptoms are, '

A man who undertakes to make a good pragnefis, ought
not only to be perfectly acquainted with the ceconomy of all
the natural, vital and animal funétions in a ftate of health,
but {hould alfo know every {ymptom that attends the lefion
of each of thofe functions, the fympathies of the different
parts, and their dependencies on each other, So that it
would appear a great deal of fagacity is requifite to form a
good prognoftic, and every body knows that nurfes are a
~very judicious fort of people, and often know more than the
- phyfician himfelf,

The fecond paragraph in the 4th page is a very extraor-
dinary one, and requires a fmall paraphrafe, as poffibly all
our readers may not underftand Latin ; thus then he goes on,
Gh ye men of Jamaica ! Are ye not a parcel of blockheads 2 to
trujl your lives in the hands ¢f @ NEW COMER ! of @ map
wwho has been at the untverfity ! who bas attended the nafly
feftures of Morgagni, Albinus or Monroe, whofe head is
Jilled with the whymfical notions eof Boerhaave! and whe
knows no more of difeafes than what be learnt by feeing the
trifling prafiice of Europcan hofpitals ! come to e
£ am your fasthful Hippocrates of Jamaica ! I make curious
obfervations on the nature of the difeafes of your iflands! look
into my book and fee—— 7 have not only read the books sf
nature, but of the learned alfo, as is evident from my quota-

' nons
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tions—your accademical jargon never enters into ty head— g
abhor their principles, and defpife the little 1#ifling honours that
are conferred on their pupils by thofe plodding fools:

Previous to any other commientary, let me tell this au-
thor, that to brand any fet of gentlemen with the invidious
term of NEW COMERS, is not quite agreeable to that polite-
nefs a ftranger is entitled to from every one, more efpecially
from your pretty gentlemén : and this is the firft timel ever
heard of a man’s being reproached for being a {tranger, But
perhaps his argument will lofe a little of its welight when
we affure him that fome of us have been in Africa, on
boatd Guineamen; and in other iflands of the 2¢/f-Indies;
as well as he, confequently are equally intitled to write upon;
and cure the yellow fever. Tho’ we all defpair of ever
coming up to thelate ingenious performance; which every
body allows is new and curious.

In the next place give me leave to aflure this gentleman,
that phyficis afcience that isnot to be acquired by mere
dint of natural parts be they ever fo ftrong, ascan be made
appear from a very obvious reflexion, v7z. That men of
the greateft learning, judgment and fagacity have fpent their
whole lives in purfuit of feveral parts of fcience that are only
preparatory to the ftudy of phyfic, or which make but a tri-
fling part of theart itfelf. Sothat it feems a man who would
make any figure in that profefflion, muft {pend a great part
of his life before he can ever arrive at the knowledge of what
is already difcovered, and confequently cannot pretend to
eftablith new dodrines, unlefs he is perfeftly acquainted
with the principles on which he muit build his foundation.
Now I conceive that whoever has been properly educated in
univerfities, and has imbibed true and juft maxims from able
teachers, is the moft proper perfon to inveftigate the nature
of 2 new difeafe, nor will a medley of obfervations ferve to
oive us a juft idea of it unlefs the author fhews a certain
defign and judgment in compiling them. T'o obferve that
a clock ftands will not point out to us the method of fetting
it right, unlefs we know from what caufe the defect arifes.
From all which we may infer that bare obfervation without
fome theory is a very trifling merit ; and he that has been
ence initiated into the right mmili {tands lefs chance of lofing

his
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his way, than he who arrogantly trufts to his own judgment
to find it out. For evidence to the truth of thele affertions,
I hope I may be allowed, as well as our author, to make
what quotations I pleale. Look then into the firft aphorifm
of Hippacrates, there hefays, ¢ Life is fhort, the art long,
¢ occafion fudden, experience fallacigus, and judgment
¢ difficult.” Where, by the bye, we may obferve that
great men will fometimes differ in their opinions. Hippo-
crates mentions the difficulty of that part of our art which
Mr. /¥illiams makes fo light of, as to impute to nurfes. I
mean the judgment that is requifite to form a proper idea
of the cafe under our confideration, and from thence to
make a judicious prognoftic of the event.

Notwithftanding what has been faid, I cannot fuffer my
fpirit of criticiim to carry me fo far beyond bounds, as to
tﬁzprive the author of that reafonable {hare of praife which
is due tohis performance: let envy fay what {he will, even
his enemies muft allow, that there are in this {mall book a
number of quotations from excellent authors: and my real
opinion is, that every writer who fucceeds in any under-
taking for the public benefit, is ufed with great ingratitude,
if (at leaft) the public approbation does not reward his paft
fervices, and encourage future attempts of the like nature,

At the end of the preface, all that know any thing of the
matter, are exhorted in fo pathetic a manner to put him in
the right way if he fhould bappen to miftake it, that ] could
not forbear accepting of the invitation, not only from a
fincere defire of ferving him, but (what is a more weighty
confideration) to thew the zew comers, where they may be
taught better maxims, than what they lcarned at the univer-
fity, and be preferved from miffaken principles and ill ground-
ed fmrfi‘i:f. _

thould be forry if my criticifms fhould give our ingeni-
ous author any juft caufe of offence, but whatever length
this argument may run to, I am determined inviolably to
keep up the rules of good manners, which if once exceeded
muit neceffarily block up every avenue to truth : and when-
ever that isthe cafe, I am determined to leave off, as the
fuliject does not {eem to be worth a difpute thatis more than
verbal.
‘A'N
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ON THE

BILIOUS FEVER.

- E cannot help obferving in our firft onfet, how
eafy it is to lay down rules, and how difficult to

keep up to them. Our author, who declares him-
felf in the preface an enemy to hypothefes, fets out in the
beginning of his work with quotations to prove that the
ancients were acquainted with our bilious fever. Whatis
this but broaching an hypothefis ? And (if we confine
ourfelves to his quotations) one that has all the appearance
of an impoftor. Hippocrates, and many other authors,
‘ancient and modern, have, ’tis true, defcribed feveral
fymptoms of the yellow fever ; but that is no fort of proof
that they were acquainted with the fame diforder that in-
fefts this part of the world ;- becaufe this learned gentleman
knows very well, that there are many difeafes, very dif-
ferent in t%eir natures, which have l%;.reral (ymptoms in
common: and what is fill more, there are many acci-
dents or {ymptoms that happen to people in health, which

' K 2 attend
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attend others in fevere diforders. As for inftance, hydro-
Pical people are troubled with great thirft ; fo are they that
have his bilious fever. Breeding women frequently ~ have
bilious vomitings, fo have they that labowr under inter-
mittent fevers, as well as they that are feized with this
yellow fever. He that drinks plentifully of claret fhall
have black ftools, fo has he that is infected with this here-
tofore fo mortal difeafe. The urine of a man who eats
afparagus fhall be as fetid as that which is deferibed in this
fame fever as a mortal {ymptom. Thefe fymptoms are
called concomitant, to diftinguifth them from the diao-
noftic. The firft are common to many different difeafes,
the latter, the diftinguifhing mark of each proper difeafe ;
which is ftill a further argument with me, why he thould
not {o lightly pafls over the diagnofis. From what has been
faid, we may venture to conclude, that it requires a little
more judgment than this gentleman is awarg of, to under-
ftand perfectly the nature of difeafes defcribed in authors,
and more efpecially to make a juft conneétion and anale
between what we read of, and what we fee. And I will
venture to fay, that no man that does not underftand what
the diagnofis is, can ever read authors to any great advan-
tage.

-gPage 2. Is it not very ftrange that this praétitioner,
who Is fo perfectly acquainted with the nature of this dif-
eafe, and has met with fuch uncommon fuccefs in curin
it, Thould be fo far miftaken as to call it a jaundice !
Any one who knows the {ymptoms of that loathfome
difeafe, and confults thofe of the yellow fever as defcribed
by this uncommon praétitioner, will find they differ greatly.
In the cafe of Heraclides quoted from Hippocrates's epide-
mics. The old man’s words are, Some alfo on the fixth
day were [eized with a jaundice ; but all thefe were relieved
by a difcharge of urine, floly or bleeding at the nofe. And
this the young man fays was a bilious fever. By the defcrip-
tion of that difeafe, the yellow colour is generally looked
upon as a bad fign and a diagnoftic fymptom, which the
* author in page 5 ftill perfifts in calling a jaundice. Now
’tis very well known that a fupervening jaundice often
carries off a fever, and in the very cafe before us (which
our author has cited to prove that Hippacrates was ac-
quainted with this fever of ours) we don’t find that it was a
: | ' | ' 7 bad
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bad fign, but always difappeared in a fhort time by a cri-
tical difcharge of urine, ftool, or bleeding at the nofe.
We muft alfo obferve in the 12th patient of the 3d book
of epidemics, that all women’s complaints fucceeded a dif-
ﬁcuﬁ labour, and from the lefion of thefe tender parts it is
eafy for any one that' is acquainted with the animal ceco-
nemy to account for the enfuing fymptoms. But this ob-
fervable gentleman is an enemy to theory, and confe-
quently to reafon.

Page 3, line 21. As Boerhaave, &c. Pray, Sir, be a
little more clear in your evidence, and don’t think to blind
our eyes with fuborning falfe witnefles. Boerhaave denies
the book you quote to be his; and if you want to know
the private hiftory of it, 1 will tell it you. It was wrote
by his pupils, and very vilely compiled from his lectures.

Page 3. Central fever. How happy this gentleman is
in his expreflions !

Page 4. Some object to doctor Warren’s fudorific me-
thod, This candid author acknowledges in the fame page,
that he never read do&or ##arren’s book., How then can
he tell that this fever of Famaica is not the fame as that of
Barbadses defcribed by him?  But farther, let me tell him,
that it is not quite decent to cenfure the works of aman he
has never read, And, I believe, every one will acknow-
ledge that his obfervations muft be very trifling, who ne-
ver faw the fubject on which he pretends to criticife. Nay,
it delerves a more harfh expreflion, to brand any gentle-
man who has not only wrote but practifed with reputation,
and fuch as I wifh this faithful obfervator may ever arrive
at; I fay, it deferves a more harfh expreffion, to throw on
fuch a man the infolent imputation of killing fecundum
artem. But from reading this paffage we may venture to
conclude, that he who can fo well defcribe the method of
killing fecundum artem, muft have been very well acquaint-
ed with it, perhaps experimentally, That he either did
not comprehend, or wholly perverted doQor #arren's
meaning, will appear plainly by comparing his words in
pages 4, 14, 16, 18, with 2 part of the doctor’s book,
page 61, which Imuft beg leave to tranfcribe. .

£ mufl now earneftly defire due notice may be taken, that
tho the method I ufe may be faid to be alexipharmic ; yet it i
Ly no meanss hot, parching, ¢r inflaming : and that this
: " | moiflure
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smoifture or [weat I endeavour to exclude, fs rather to be at-
tributed to the quantity of tepid diluents, as fage tea, fack-
wheyy, &c. than to the veal heat of the medicines themfelves.
And I have often thought, that in malignant fevers, the a-
lexipharmic praétice has fometimes been brought ints difrepu-
tationy either by the phyfician’s overdoing, through too abun-
dant zeal for ity or by ufmg it at an fmproper feafony or
want of advertence to ‘the great neceffity of copious diluters :
and perbaps this other reafon may be properly enough-affigned
for the prefent great difufe of this praltice amongt moft phy-
Jfreransy &e.

From which it appears that Mr., 27lliams did not un-
derftand doétor Warren, tho’ it is probable he did read
him. ' I know he owned the book, and lent it to a gentle-
man who lent it tome. It is now in my pofleflion ; his
name is wrote on the back with his own hand, and I can’t
fuppole he buys books to look at. If that was his tafte, I
am. fure he would never have bought this book, as it is
neither bound nor gilt. However, to difmifs this fubjeét,
itis well known that doftor #arren was a man of judg-
ment and underflanding, which he thewed not only in his
writings but in his pra&ice : I could wifh his opponent
would give us fome reafon to have the fame opinion of him,

He tells us that the yellow fever of Barbadses and that of
Famaica are not the fame, yet has not been able to point
out theleaft circumftance that fhews it—how prodigioufly
minute he is in finding out unobfervable difagreements
amongft the moderns, and how readily he has fwallowed,
(and what is worfe, infifts upon our fwallowing, whether
our {tomachs: can digeft it or not) every minute circum-
ftance of antiduity that makes for his darling bypathefis. A
man that is fond of indulging thefe fort of whims fhould
have a good memory, or it is ten to one he either contra-
dicts himfelf in his facts, or in his rules and opinions pre- |
pares a rod' for hunfelf, which he puts into the hands of
EVEr}' METL camer.

Page's, line21. Experience, &c. Itisnot every one
that can make judicious obfervations without proper aflif-
tance ; and this gentleman declares againit all theoretical
or rational' ‘Knowledge in phyfic, as has been before
proved. '

Page 5, line21. Letus nows &e.

Parturiunt montes nafcetur ridiculus mus, Hor,

Line
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Line 22, This diftemper heretofore fo fatal to Strangers,
&c. I am very proud this honeft gentleman has been
gracioufly plealed to teach us how to cure this Aeretofire fo
mortal difeafe : 1 heartily congratulate my fellow-creatures,
and particularly fellow netw comers on the happ difcovery :
we may now live in peace and fecurity, B/}Vr. Williams
having routed our heretofore fo mortal enemy ; for which
important fervice his name fhall be recorded to all poftericy
in trophies of brafs.

Page 6, line 41. Surely a moft dangerous plethora, &c.
I wifh he had told us what a plethora is !

Page 7, line 6. Callous pores, &c. Another happy
expreflion !

Page ib. line 8. FWhence the thin fine parts, &e. The
author ought to be more certain of his faéts,

Pageib. 1. 38. drteria ferofa. Only a typograghical
error ! It thould be arteri ferg/z, becaufe T {fuppofe there
are more than one. |

Page 8, line 2. Arteria fergfa. Again!

- Page ib. line 5. The livery, &c. Pray, what does he
make of the fpleen ?

Page ib. line 26, Artcria Jerofa. Lord! what a fad
fellow this printer is | not content with miftaking the poor
gentleman’s meaning in one page, he feems to have taken
pains to continue in the error, no doubt with a malicious
defign 5 for had he only miftaken this arteria ferofa once,
all the fault would have been laid at his door, whereas, by
continuing the fame expreffion, he knew very well that en-
vious people would blame the author, and fay he knew no
better.  But I hope we have put the faddle upon the right
horfe.

Page ib. line 28. Arteria ferofa. Well ! Icannot but
lament the unhappy fate of authors, whofe works muft pafs
through the rough jaws of ignorant printers. Thefe peo-
ple are the midwives, or to ufe a more pure modern ex-
preflion, the man-midwives of wit ; and (oh fhame to their
profeffion !) are generally fuch bunglers, that tho’ the babe
15 in ever o faira way, they often deftroy it in the womb,
or hurt it in the delivery : and many a poor piece, which,
whilft locked up from public perufal, had bid fair for com-
ing into the world, has been changed from a fine promifing

- | child
I
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child into an ugly fairy brat, fo deformed that nobody
could have known it to be the offspring of o excellent 4
father. I wifh this may not be the cafe of our eflay.

Authors frequently add a lift of the corrigenda, and I
think it is neceffary this gentleman fhould do the fame ; as
it would not only make his eflay more like a treatife, but
be alfo a great addition to the bulk of it.

Page 8, paragraph gth. Where this extravafation, &c.
. What extravafation ! T always thought, -that the {pringinefs
and fliffnefs of the veflels would guard them fufficiently
againft any rupture-and confequent extravafation. Extra-
vafation and elafticity I fuppofe are fynonymus,

Page 9, line 16. Moft of the ancient phyficians, &c.
I muft beg leave to aflure this author once more, that their
authority won’t do in all cafes, As for inftance, they fup-
pofed the arteries to carry air ; and though we ftill retain the
barbarous expreffion, certainly we are not obliged to credit
the aflertion becaufe they fay fo for my part, I with
(and I believe every body elfe withes) that we had fewer
quotations and more matter for our money ; becaufe the
new diforders, which new comers are fuppofed to be unac=

uainted with, are not to be explained from old quota-
tions. For if any light was to be had from them, give
me leave to affure him, that fome of us have read the an-
cients, and therefore fhould certainly know fomething of
the matter. Befides, if a man muft publifh, he had better

ive us fomething of his own, and not be conftantly
%elching out his raw indigefted morfels of antiquity for the
entertainment of his guefts. Reading is like eating, the
food may be originally good, but when once lodged in a
weak ftomach, is apt to be difgorged ; in which cafe, I
believe nobody would be fond of ufing it at fecond
hand. -

Page 10, line 9. Let us mow, &c. This part (to
allow the author his due) is entirely his own ; and 1 be~
lieve would puzzle the greateft anatomift in Eurepe. But
there is no great pleafure in pofing thefe plodding block-
heads who pretend to know more than other people. In
this our author has happily fucceeded as he has not only
puzzled fools, but wife men alfo,

Page
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Page 11, The chymiftry of  this part is equal to the
anatomy of the other. ‘T dare fay the author never faw
foap made, or if he did, never wafthed his hands with it,
Had he attended to this it would have taught him that an |
acrid inactive oil and a fharp falt mixed together, make a
detergent penetrating thing called a Japo, and that the bile
‘being compounded of the {ame principles muft partake of
the fame qualities,

Page 12, line 20. I never knew #haz baiting of bulls and
hunting of hares would give them the yelbw fever, 2s I ne~
ver faw fuch diverfions in this part of the world where it is
endemical.

Page 12, line 37. Pray fir did you ever read a ftory of
a cock and a bull 7 you fay that fat people are fubject to be
melted down (I fuppofe like a tallow candle) whereby the
greafe ¢¢ being abforbed by the meferaic veins, is carried to
“¢ the liver; where ftagnating in the veng porta it grows
“ rancid, occafioning the worft fort of obftru@ion and in=
“¢ flammation : and a little after captain Gerrard Sias pifled
“¢ it out like fat broth ; and a little after, lean people melt
¢ aswell as fat.”—Obferve how little this author makes of
us poor men ; one while we are melted to broth, another
time our blood is boiled to a black-pudding, and another
time we are transformed into chocolate grounds. Qkh
wonderful effects ofa fertile imagination !

Page 13. We have taken the liberty to throw all that is
here faid into an aphorifm, which CVELY new comer that
would make any figure in pra&ice, efpecially in the cure
of the bilious fever, ought conftantly to carry about him,
and for its excellency and truth it ought to be written in
letters of gold. ¢ Ifa man recovers, he won’t dje this trip ;
¢ but if the reverfe he can’t live.” |

Page14. e ne fais quoiis a pretty philofophical way
of accountiug for things, - |

Pa%e Is. A'ﬂm'a/%:'qﬁz. Miferable! I am fure this fad
printer was never the father of a book, or furely he could
not treat another man’s offspring with fo little tendernefs.

Page 16. Lime juice the greateft alexipharmic in the
world, and ‘prevents the diflolution of the blood, as is evident
from fucking limes when mercury is given, which will pre-
vent a falivation. The fat is true but the author plainly
fhews that he does not know how it comes to be fo. Now

that
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that I may in fome meafure comply with my promife of fet-
ting him right whenever he miftakes his road ; I will inform
him how it comes to pafs that Jime juice {tops a falivation,
He knows very well that there are two fuch things in nature
as acids and alcalies. Whenever thefe two are mixt to-
gether, an effervefcence immediately enfues, by which both
(if in proportionable quantities) lofe the refpective qualities,
and the mixtureacquiresnew ones no-waysa-kinto the origi-
nals of which they are compounded, forming what we call
in chymiftry a tertium quid, diftin&t in its properties from
both.  Of fuch jarring principles are mercury and lime
juice compofed, and it is eafy to forefee that upon mixing
them the mercury muft lofe its original qualities and ac-
quire new ones. This does not look like any condenfing
power in /Jime juice; and let me add, that all vegetable acids
hitherto known attenuate, whilft mineral acids are known
to coagulate the juices. Which obfervation this profound
cafuift muft either have met with in chymical books or been
taught by the profeflors he has attended in the courfe of his
ftudies.
Ibid. Line 10, but alexipharmics burry on, &c. why
then is he fond of given his alexipharmic lime juice ?
1bid. line 13. 1own if fweats, &¢, Here he thews that
the falutary tendency of nature is to fweat, yet exclaims
againft doétor Warren's fudorific method, which he owns
he never read, and I am fure he does not underftand.
Page 17. 'The great do&tor Pitcairn fays that the bile
afles the pores of the fkin in a jaundice. This the learned
1I:;/In Williams denies. Pitcairn alleges that the {weat of
i&terical peoplefhall tinge the linen cloths with a yellow co-
lour; the learned Mr. /Zilliams {ays not, credat qui vult,
Page 18. Sure were thefe advocates, &e. It does not
appear from the inftances before cited that the author is fo
%ﬂﬁd a judge of the animal ceconomy as either Boerbaave or
itcarrn, and if a man brags of his talent that way, weare
not obliged to believe what he fays, but for the proof of it
muft appeal to his writings. We have had an inftance of
his acquaintance with the animal ceconomy of the liver and
ufes of the bile, for which we have fufficiently founded his
praife.
Theriacal fpirituofe and volatile medicines, as they aét
by a ftimulus, excite a difcharge of fweat, whereby the blood
1s
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is rob’d of its more fluid parts and the remaining mafs is con-
dens’d. Now in difeafes where there is a tendency to
coagulation it is eafy to forefee the dangerous confequences
that attend fuch applications ; but I can’t conceive there can
be the fame danger in a diflolution, and if thefe medicines
are attended with any bad effects, they are to be explained
from other caufes. K man ought to be very well acquainted
with rational principles before he pretends to apply them to
the cure of difeafes. The word reafon is a dangerous wea-
pon becaufe every one pretends to a great fhare of it, and
few are either endowed with it, or know how to make a
proper ufe of it.

1bid. Line 26. for here,&c. Rareanatomy ! here he makes
apumpkin of a man’s head, it having neither mufcles or bones
to impede the rapid motion of the blood to thefe parts, I
hope he does not think all fculls alike. Befides I would
gladly know how the immediate action of hot medicines
upon the ftomach comprefles the defcending trunk of the
aorta. This is a moft plaufible way of reafoning.

Page 19. line 3. Let us follow the footfteps of nature,
&'c. Itis poffible fhe may run too faft for fome people to
overtake her, and a man would not fet a cow after a
hare.

Page 19. This author fo frequently confounds the jaun-
dice and bilious fever together, that I muft once for all af-
fure him they are not the fame. And (tho’ he denies it) e-
very one elfe knows that the {weat of ilterical people will
tinge a linen cloth yellow, which that of a perfon in the
bilious fever won’t do, befides many other material circum-
ftances too long to be inferted here.

lbid. line :1%. Sweats in this difeafe thould not be at-
tempted with fudorifics : tho’ fweats are neceffary and gene-
rally critical. Hippocrazes 1 am fure never wrote any thing
to come up to this.

fbid. line 35. 'This gentleman has faid a good deal on
the inflammation of the liver, and has not yet proved it, fo
that all he has faid aboutit is gratis dictum, and we are not
obliged to believe it. .
- Page 20, paragraph laft, Bleeding. Here the author
makes no diftinction between fevers attended with a dif;
fition of the fluids to coagulate, and others to diffolve. In

the yellow fever the blood has every fymptom of a tendency
- L2 to



92 An Exquiry intothe ESSAY

to rarefa&ion, diffolution, and confequently mortification :
bleeding we know is an excellent remedy for each of thefe!

Page 21. Riverius, the Arabians, Profper Alpinus,
Bontius, Galen, and Willis, (all quoted in one poor page)
were never in Famaica. Why then fthould we appeal to
them when we won’t admit the authority of doctor W arren,
who lived at Barbadoes ¢

Page 22. Captain W afbingion Shirley, &c. I have a
good deal of reafon to imagine that this cafe is not faithfull
recorded. In the firft place I am credibly informed that he
had no bilions fever 3 fecondly, the bleeding was not fo con-
{iderable as this arteriotomical gentleman would have us be-
lieve, for in a night’s time it would perhaps ftain the {heet
as broad as the palm of one’s hand, (which we know a
drachm of blood will do) and that it continued to do fo for
two or three days : laftly, how does he know whether this
fav’d his life? By what I could learn, his life was fav'd
long defore our author was fent for.

lgagt: 22, paragraph 5. Apozems with manna; &c. are
ablolutely neceflary. Doéor Warren fays they are gene-
rally noxious. Utrum horum mavis accipe,

Page 23, line 10. Fermenting like ye/t, &c. Here he cons
verts a man’s outs into a beer barrel.  Hamlet traces himta
the ftopping a bunghole, but he. is here -preferred to the
barrel itfelf. |

Page 24, line 16. Periffaltic motion. Strange do&trine !
That by encreafing the periftaltic motion we excite purging !
When we know very well that the moft robuft people, who
have the greateft periftaltic motion are generally coftive. In-
deed we don’t deny that fome purges encreafe the periftaltic
motion, but we ought never to miftake the effect for the
caufe.

76, line 30. No occafion to bring authorities to fupport
his opinion. No indeed! Then, Sir, we are to fwallow
your ipfe dixit for gofpel.——But 1 need not fay any thin
more on this head, having already fufficiently invalidatei
your autherity,

Page 25, line 1. Who fpeaks much againf? blifters, &c.
This perion here meant he tells us in the note at the bot-
tom of the page is Brerhaave, in all whofe works 'tis very
well known, that it is not againft blifters, but the impru=
dentufe of them that be exclaims. 1 wonder the author
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fhou’d be fo fond of the authority of this prasis medica,
(which every knows is a fpurious fauitly performance palm’d
upon Boerhaave,) when he can as eafily cite a good evi-
dence as a bad one.

Page 25, line 3. With our own, &¢c, Which I expelt
will be excellent.

fbid. line 5. Bliffers, &c. Here he condemns blifters
(the moft powerful attenuants we know) in an inflamma.
tory lentor and difpofition to coagulate. However I muft
agree with him that when they are ufed previous evacua-
tions are neceflary. At the end of the paragraph he puts a
note of admiration, as much as to fay, Lord how inferior
the judgment of thefe people is to mine! We may eafily
fee thro’ the whole eflay that the author has no {mall opi-
nion of himfelf, and no great one of us zew comers. He
is very right in calling it an effay, and I dare fay every body
that reads it will conclude it to be his firt, However let
him not be difcourag’d, Rome was not built in a day, and
no doubt his fecond performance for the public good will
be better.

Ity line 30. I am far from belicving, &e.

Who fhall decide when doétors difagree

And foundefi cafuifts doubt like you' and me 2
£bid. line 39.  For I fuppofe, &e. Pray, Sir, no more
of your fuppolitions unlefs you can fupport them with bet-
ter reafons. '

Page 26. Central fevers again! To be fure this gentle-
man muft be a mathematician.

Ibid. line 11. Convulfions of the diaphragm, and in-
tercoital mufcles occafioned by the afux of hot, fharp,
rarefied blood are relieved by the hot, fharp, attenuatin
cauftic falts of cantharides. This is what is vulgarly called
taking a hair of the fame dog that bit you.

He fays that Mr. Chirausx proves by experiment that vo-
miting is a convulfion of the diaphragm and intercoftal
mufcles. He is o apt to milquote and milapply the meana
ing of authors, that | wifh he had given us Mr. Chiraux’s
experiment at full length. That in the a&ion of vomiting,
there is a convuliion of the diaphragm and intercoftal muf-
cles no body will deay: but I am afraid he has miftaken
Mr.Chiraus’s meaning, imagining that thefe violent motions

were the caufe of vomiting, ‘whereas it appears they are
only the effect.

]
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Page 26, line 19. 'What does he mean by the eflatus of
the blood ? Certainly not the rarefation of it, when he has
brought Morgan’s experiment in page 15, to prove that the
globules are incapable of dilatation,

Page 20, line 29. What fhall we make of this author !
He transforms himiclf into {fo many Protean fhapes, that
there is no fuch thing as laying hold of his meaning. One
while we are to give acids and fuch things as powerfully
allay thirft ; another time we are to prefcribe neutral falts,
which he acknowledges will create it. Were thefe direc~
" tions to be exaltly followed what a hurly burley fhould we
raife in the human conftitution ! Ifancy more people would
die of the do&or than this heretofore fo mortal difeafe.

Ibid. paragraph laft. If Brifiol hot-well water bas any
peculiar virtue that other water has not, it muft be owing
to its minera or calx, which this author is fo fond of part-
ing with. No body will deny the affertion of its being
good in the yellow fever, but when it lofes the minera or
calx wherewith it is impregnated at the well it becomes no-
thing more than common water.

Page 28, line 19. See our author’s mixture de #r1bus in
the next page. I wonder if one of thefe would not do as
well. But I fuppofe a fimple prefcription would fret the
patient to death, when he refiects what a deal of money he
muft give for a little {crap of paper with only two or three
words wrote upon it. ~ Here he fhews his judgment as well
as policy. :

Page 29, line 3. 8o lng as the alcaline putridity conti=
anes » It would not have been amifs had he laid down fome
rules to teach us new comers how long that is,

Ibid. line 15.  To account philofopbically far the action of
the bark, &c. Thisis a figurative way of writing called
the bathos. The author undertakes great things, and when
we come to him in expectation of meeting with fomething
very fine, we are fubb'd off with the genteel evafion, that
it is not to our purpofe.

T'o account for its alion from the f{pecific configuration
of its parts, is as much as to fay, I know nothing at all
about the matter. Had he faid this, it would have been”
much more ingenuous and philofophical, than to hurry
over the fubjeét, by giving us a diftant hint that he could
inform us, were it to the purpole.

Page
i
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Page 29, linelaft.  Blood rich with falts, &c. We
new comers are all taught to believe that the beft blood is the
moft mild, balfamic, and free* from thefe fharp falts,
Nay more, young, healthy, vigorous people have fewer of
thefe falts than old difcas’d perfons. However as we are
now taught better, ‘twould be very unreafonable in us to
adhere pertinacioufly to our academical principles and fa-
vourite hypothefes. :

Page 30, line 19. Since this appears, &c. He has cer-
tainly oot the moft expeditious way of maki ng things ap-
pear that ever I met with. He lays down data, none of
which are prov’d, and from thefe makes his conclufion,

fbid. line 28. Nifus of the particles of blood, &v,
This wants to be explain’d, as I am convinced it is no ty-
pographical error.

Page 31, line 2. Anoint with fine oil, &ec. I fuppofe this
is to promote perlpiration,

Page 31, line 30. I is very certain free livers, &c. 1
would not by any means impeach this author’s morals, but
I am afraid, that other people who have not fo great a re-
gard for him as I have, will be apt to fay, that he encou-
rages toping a little too much, and tippling in the morning,

fbid. line 34. Vinegar and falt. ‘This finithes all.
jﬁgr melting us down, boiling our blaod, &c. we are at laft
pickled and falted alive.

And now, reader, having taken up fo much of your time,
(I hope notidly) it is reafonable I fhould make fome apology
for it. Mr. Fobn Williams having publifh’d an effay on the
bilious fever, I found, upon perufing it, that it was not
wrote with that corretnefs a fubject of this fort required,
and which in fhort might reafonably have been expedted
from that gentleman. “He has taken fome pains to give the
world a bad impreflion of #ew comers, of which I happen
to be one ; and no one argument that he has made ufe of,
tends either to our information in points of which we are
as yet iﬁnurant, or to clear up others that are ftill in dift
pute. He abounds with odd maxims and princi ples, that
are neither founded on reafon or experience, nor {fupported
by the authority of antient or modern writers, all which I
hope will juftify a cenfure of this fort, If 2 man happens
to err in his judgment (which the beft is liable to) for God’s
fake let him give fome plaufible reafons for it, and not im-

pofe
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pofe his whimfical opinions upon the world for cer-
tain truths, ‘The ignorant may be taken with novelty,
but it is a great infult upon any man of reafon to imagine his
errors are to be palm’d upon him without any manner of
rhyme or reafon. 'The world may be deceived in private
men but never in public authors, the author then hangs
out his fien and every man who walks the fireets has a
right to ftop and look at it. Nor are we to judge of him
by other people’s words, unlefs he applies them properly,
and fhews us that he has good reafons for concurring with
them. For once I will imitate him, and without giving
any reafons for it, quote a paflage in Baglivi, which every
_one is at liberty to apply to what ufes he fhall think proper.
Nec non etiam ut medicus ipfe, non amplius Greacis vocabulis
armatus carnifex, fed ut bumane falutis cuftos, & reflitutor
¢ffe videatur, ' ,

As I am now drawing near a conclufion, I muft more
immediately apply myfelf to the author, and advife him to
be a little cautious in regulating the paffions of the mind, I
know very well that no one cares to have the deformities of
his productions pry’d into, and ’tis too tender a point to
‘exercife 2 man’s paffions upon. If any one has a deform’d
child, it would not only be rude but barbarous to upbraid
the parents with it ; but fhould they apply to any perfon to
cure it, they could not take it amufs to be informed how
the cate ftood. This is the prefent cafe ; and as I have not
only thewn the reafon but allo the neceflity of this under-
taking from the author’s own invitation, I muft {till put
him mind of the unreafonablenefs as well as the danger of
indulging the paffions on this occafion. But above all let
me caution him againft the fpleen, as by that means it is pof-
fible he may pre-difpofe himfelf to catch the yellow fever.
W hich would not only be a private lofs to every perfon that
has the happinefs of being acquainted with him (if any
accident fhould be the confequence) but the public would
feverely feel the calamity, as few people now-a-days feem
to be endow’d with the fame fpirit for promoting the public
good,
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